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WrestlerMikeMazurki’

By MICHAEL ELKO

Those who have already seen the
motion plcture entitled “Behind The
Rising Sun,” based on the book by
James R. Young, will be interested,
to learn that in a scene in that
movie showing an American boxer
engaged in a death grapple with a,
Jap Judo (ju-jitsi) expert, the latter
is portrayed by Mike Mazurki, a|
younger generation American of Uk-|
rainian descent.

MIKE MAZURKI

Back in 1938 we read about Mazur-
ki wrestling in Camwen, N.J. So we
contacted him and got the following
story:

The saga concerning Mike Mazurki
(“I am Ukrainian and you may telb
that to everyone’’) started -at Man-
hattan Collegeé where he was. teps ia

sports and ranked four lettersc one|

in baseball, football, basketball and
track. He graduated in 1930 with|:
an A B. degree. Then, as Mat Frank,
prominent sports seribe, wrises, *Mike'
who was borm in Ukrainia.. Christmas .
ddy 1910, came here {Phlladelphla)
with his parents four years later.'
Here he had an opportunity to tura
pugilistic with Jack Sharky and
Johnay Buckley -co-manager, al-
though Sharkey.at that time was the
“Heavyweight boss.” according to
Nat Frank. .
Says He's Ukrainian

Afterra long illaess of pieumonia
Mike got his first wrestling:-bout with
Joe Dusele;- at Camideni- N. J. Thé'
result of this bout was a-draw.

In reply to my questionis--Mazurki
Bays throagh correspondence; uyy
father is Polish dnd rmy- mother is
Ukrainian. . .but I am more Ukiaia-
ian than Polish for the simple reason
that I read Ukfainidn and speak . it
all the time. . .in other words at home
we speak Ukrainian all the time.”
He then goes ona fo write,“‘You may
tell everyone who cares te know that
T am Ukrainhidn, have been for a long,
long fime.- I canie frof & small town
in up:state New Yofi named Cohoes]
—and: attended sehool- therd-in Sts:
Peter and Paul Ukrainian Greek
Catholic Chufeh- on Ontafio Street.

4  Writes a Bit im Wkrainian

“Here is a bit of miy Ukrainian,"
writes Milte Mazurlkg and goes on to
relate o few personal ifcidents in
Ukrhinian. - He wishes it to be known
that his fall name is Myrén Michael
Mazurkiewiez and that the'neme Mike
Masurki- is wused for professional

reasons.
Some of his doings were with the

Ukrauuan Ballet
Novelty Sceres -

Ukrainian folklore and bouncing
Cossack rhythms combined to bring
another fetching _novelty — David
Lichine's Fair at Sorochinsk — into

(the Ballet Theater's repertory last

(night.

Apart from a slightly gnarled
bacchanal finale and one or two
spots of naive pantomine, the new
 entry ought to build up a loyal fol-
lowmg thanks to Moussorgsky’s mu-
su: smartly planned sets, and a
smrlmg corps of costumed Ukrain-
'ians, led by Anton Dolin, as Red
' Coat, the bounding Devil of the Do#.

Hinging on the witch Khivria's

‘amour with the long-tailed fiend, the

madeap plot takes in a minor ro-
mance between young Gritzko and
Parassia, Khivria's ward, and shows

. | the devil snatching the moon out of
Ithe sky, plunging the earth in dark-
| ness, and rhustering the Ukraine's

lesser fiends for a witches' sabbath.
The Gritzko-Parassia . affait then
brings the world back to love and
sunshine. S

The best of it is'in the native Uk-

_rmman sequences featuring heaps of

'excellent solo and ensemible dancing
'in snappy Ukrainian rhy‘thma As
'finale, the market-placeé crescendo,
gayly swaying figures weaving into

lmass patterns of color and move-
ment, might do better-than-the would- |-

be bacchanal., Too much piggy-back
dancing and over-doiig the broom-
riding rifual spoil that sequence.
Among many others, Luc¢ia Chase
(Khivria), Margaret Barnks and
Andre Eglevsky rate warm praisé
in the new show. But Anton Dolih
still scores a few extra points in
giving Fair at Sorochinsk its high
altitude marking. Antal Dofati
doubled at devisifig a sound arrange-
ment and leading a brisk rerdering. .
Princess Aurora and Mademoiselle
Angot. completed the bill. '

New York World. Telegeam. }tlon weé learned the following faets

October. 15, 1943,
mm

‘six feet four and one-half ifiches in
‘height and 228 pounds  in weightk
With a few months of hard training
he put his body info shape and otit
to conquer hHe went, -

Bodyguard for .Mae West. -
During his visit to the West €oast, |-

Mike became the bodyguard of Maei.

West. While he was her bodygusard,
“She was the victim of a jewel- rob-
bery and also received numerous
threats of bodily Rarm; so Ma¥brki

vas Hired to protect her fromt harm:|:

Hé was constamtly at her side emd
rather thart Heve himr away for any
length of fime Hae' WeSt insistéd
that Mike- ‘o v hits,
which sStarred her, ‘It ain’¢- No Sin*}:
and ‘T'm No‘Augcl"” writes his Bio=
grapher, Nut Prasnk.

Back to Wrestling

Wrestling had a much stronger
call for him and disregarding Mae

‘West's pleadings that -He stdy, he|

went back to wrestling.

With four letfers fromr Manhattan
College, and victovies-in miore thaw
B0% of his bouts plus victories over

"+ Jimt - Browning and Gus Soitfienberg,

two forfer champnions, in addition to
a victery over Bd Sfrangler Léwis—
‘Mike should prove a suceessful anéd
interesting fighite in $he Wrestling
field: Goo@ luek to the ‘ene whe
proudly reiterates "I ad Ukrdinian.”

Addernida .

The last picture.preceeding ' “Be-}{Oval Bar dowat

hind: ; the! Rising. :Sun’’ !n whieh' he
acted - was. “Chifa: Girl.”

Brooklyn, thefi the Stapleton- elevens. |ian

He was also with the' Brooklyn Visi-

world'- saidibeyulghtsehummpitute- 43
his trainer.

Mike is no samall

| 'We Visit Mike Tr’éﬁ}l

By ALEXANDER YAREMKO
It was Friday evening on Septem-

swank Drake .Hotel that your re-

known
in the

meeting Mike . Tresh. well
Ukrainian baseball player
major leagues.

That afternoan ‘'Mike,"” as he pre-
fers to be called, completed. a gruell-

plate for the spappy Chicago White
Sex in a game  that ended in
a tie against the Athletica. . But
to look at Mike one would. never
‘have. suspected that he just went|
| through such a trying ordeal. He
was._far from exhausted and .as
thongh . to prove this . point.  he
 caught the opening game of a deuble-

Bill Dietrich on the mound and Mike
| Tresh behind the plate, Chicago won.
that game and Miké collected an-
other hit to make. it three hits in two|.
consecutive games.

“T'he reason-we came to see you,
Mr. Tresh,” we explained, “was be-
cause our Ukrainian youth .club
¢Cultural Centre) is running a- darite
tomorrow night at the Ukrainian
Hall .together with a beawty contest
and we would like to have you as ohe
of. the judges.”

Mike’'s response was one of anxiety
mmgled with regret when he replieds

“Gee, ¥d love to very much:. :It
seems thiat-all good things happem.on
the last day or when one can't make
it. This is my last evehing in Phila-
delphia this season as tomorrow we
leave for Washington immediately af-
ter our double-header.” We too ex-

| pressed regret. Mike then invifed us

'S

: His ‘Baseball Background

ber 24th in the lobby of . Philly's|

porter and his colleague Mike . Elko.|.
first experienced the pleasure_ of |

ing 16-inning catching job behind the |

header .the very next morning. With|

to his apartment where we conducted),
1an informal. interview.

N, DKRAINAN COMMITTE

The total amount-of War Bonds
sold during the recent drive by the
N. Y. Ukrainian Women's War Bond
Comimittee under the chairmanship of
Mrs. Dmytro Halychyn was $1,140,-
212.00, the Treasury revealed as re-
ported in last Wednesday's New York
Timies.
~ The committee’s drive came to a
climax with & rally held at the Vic-
tory Center in New York on Septem-
ber 27 #nd attended by over three
thousand persons.

Among those present at the rally,
 reports the N. Y Tiriés, was an ano-
nymeus person who was so thrilled
by * the rally ‘that he purchased a
$1,000,000 War Borid.

“Theé Ukrainians  know what it
means to suffer,” Mrs. Halychyn said
in the course of Her speech at the
rnlty,aareportedlntbeN Y. Tinies. .

THifd War Loan drive has énded in .
Lorder to speed the day of victory and
put an end to this suffering.” '
_

“REGLORIFYING” KHMELNITSKY

. _(Coneluded. prom page 1) '

degree; - for planning the campaign
on Taman Peninsula, and General
Andrei Yeremenko, who ' léd €the ‘ar-
mies in the findl stage of the baftle
for” Stalingrad and who ‘recetitly re-—
conquered~the town of Nevélh - are -
Uk¥aindans: Nor do tlese narmes ex-
haust the lst of Ulirdinian militavy -
Heaiders whe have won- great -fane -
and high decorations in the presert
way,

“Im 1920 Josef Pilsudski invaded -
Russia with the intertion:of annes-

Red -armies crossed: Ahe Polisli bors<:

| During the course of the eonversa-

-about Mike and his baseball eareer: He
Lwas born in Hazlefon, Pa., 29 years.

to Hamtramck, Detroit. In Detroit
Mike aftracted the attention of basé-
ball . scouts. and was . immediately.
sigﬂ' By fthe Chicago . White Sox

his high school performances.
He was farfmed out for seasoming to
| the Mississippi. and Texas Leagues,
then progressed to the. Buffalo.club|;
of the strong International Lea.gue
In 1937 he joined Jimmy.
hustling Chicago White Sox an han
been a first-string catcher .sinee that
time. As a matter of fact, Mike dis-
closed, there are very few players in
the major leagues today who have
been playing longer than Mike Tresh.
“Yes,” Mike summarized, “I guess I
cani consider myself as an old-timer
in the game.” Buf he quickly added,
“But I love baseball and wouldn’t
think of retiring. I brushed aside
twélve scholarships and chose base-
ball as a career, so I'll stick it out
as long as I can.”

Tresh, who admitted that he is of
Ukrainian. descent, has a 20-year old/
brother.. Cadet .attending: the Unijver-
 sity of Nebraska and thm-lmﬂ;
one of whom won a beauty contest in
Detroit. Mike i8 proud of his father,
is married and has a five-year old
son. . Sociable, soft<spoken,- mild-
nmannered, likeable, modest and geod-
| looking, Mike stands 6''%” and. tips),
the scales at 185. He's blonde, has
broad shoulders and mossive hands.

Before the evening was over we
were at Mike Smylski's. (Ukrahim)-

eussion centered on ‘‘Human nature}
Mike Tresh e¢onfided: that we wepe
'the first Whkrainians éver to visit

tmmmmdbmi

dets- and  heisted ' the harhmerand-:c

rsickle flagiovér. the westersr Ukraime.

An the light-

l!all#m‘mmmu
"toric ~and -

events, the'x

ago. As a child, his parents moved | elevation:-of Bogdun' Hhmelmitsky 4o .
national. eminenes asid glory carries::

a viear: énougiydessen. -~ [Our bolds -
typ; JHditor].

“It signalived; among other things,
Modcow’s; resolve 'to keep its flag -
fiying cibr the Westerh Uktraine after -
it ha§ been reconquereds: ‘There are-:
29,000,000 Ulkrainians in Soviet Rus-
sia.and, ‘according to Seviet soutces, -

Such: théf, are some of the facts .
eoncerning the Ukrainians, as releaséd -
by the latest type of Russian-pra- -
paganda—not for the sake -of the
{Ukrainians themselves, -but for Mon- »
cow’s own sake alone, to persuade-:
everyone . concerned, espeeially :the
+ Ukrainians, that the latter's ‘fate:is :
'inextricably.interwoverr with that of -
itself, and that therefore their best -
+bet is upon Moscow itself; .

However; we still think- that Uk-
rainians’ best bet is not upon Mos- -

liance - is the- motto for thems;: And

next season whén I réturn to Phild-
delphia’ provided Uncle Sam doesn’t

made a beeline for kis fotel apatt-
meﬂtasElkﬁandItookﬂiemb-
, way Honte, satisfled that he ezuoytd
k(cntn' ¢ompany and is anxious to meet
.other: Ukrainian Americans-in other .-

Mi:hlm

city. season-after season. Gub’

him in all his travels from- dity to

“Thetefore they will buy bords and -
| contirrue to buy bonds éven after the

E.a\.‘i =

ing- the Ukraine to Polund:» Ix 2030 -

i = Ly T
S e g TR o

;|about 5,500,000 in the western Uk- -

cow but upon- themselves.  Self-re- -

we feel quite suve that our kinSmem ~
over there feel exaetly the same-way;s: -
—_—————— ey

call rhe in the meantime.” He l‘hel -

cities as welk Mike. Fresh dived-at o
5428-Engleweod A venue, Allen Park;-

AL - S



