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UNA DELEGATES, GUESTS 
PRIME FOR GALA DANCE FETE 

The Ukrainian Dancers of Astoria 

P H I L A D E L P H I A . Pa. -
The gala UNA Dance Festi– 
val. spotlighting seven of the 
best Ukrainian ft lk dancing 
ensembles from the United 
States and Cannda, will 
launch the 28th Regular 
UNA Convention here Sun-
day afternoon, May 19, at 
the Marriott Motor Hotel. 

Among the groups invited 
to participate in the festival 
are the Ukrainian Dancers of 
Astoria choreographed by 
Mrs. Elaine Oprysko. 

Now entering its 2fHh year 
of dancing, the popularity 
and fame of the Astoria dane– 
ers is exemplified by their 
wide range of appearances. 
The 125-member troupe, 
ranging from ³ to 25-year– ² 
olds, are not only invited for 
appearences before Ukrain– 
ian audiences, but frequently 
dance at non-Ukrainian func– 
tions. 

Their concert tours in re-
cent years have taken them 
to the First Congress of Free 
Ukrainians in 1967, the 1965 ! 
World's Fair, during which ² 
Mrs. Oprysko wa.s also the 
director of all the Ukrainian 
Days at the New York State 
Pavilion, the New York Co– ! 
liseum, Columbia University ³ 
Ethnic Dance Festival, re– 
presentatives of the east 
coast at the National Folk 
Festival in Washington, D.C., 
the Metropolitan Museum Î² 
Art in New York, UNA Day 
in Pennsylvania, Captive N'a– 
tions observances, and Soyu– 
zivka. 

Otiu r groups perfoiTiung 
are : The Peter Marunchak 
Dancers from Montreal, Que.; 
The "Rusalka" Dancers from 
Burlington. Ont.: "Echoes of 
Ukraine" from the Detroit-
Windsor area under the di– 
rectiOQ of .Joanna Draginda– 
Kulchesky; the local-based 
ensembles, the SUM A danc– 
ers under the helm of Ni– 
cholas Boychuk and the "Yo– 

loshky" dancers directed by 
Zoia Hraur-Korsun; and the 
New York SUMA "verkho– 
vyntsi" dancers under the 
direction of Oleh Genza. 

Based on the originality, 
stage presentation, execu'– 
tion pnd costumes, a three-
member panel of qualified 
dance experts will present 
four citations to the perfor– 
.ners. The judges are : Yalen– 
tvna Pereyaslavec, Roma 
Pryma - Bohachevsky and 
John Taras. 

The Festival will also fea– 
ture another star , in the per– 
son of Mme. Anna Ko!esnik. 
former mezzo-soprano at, the 
Kiev State Ojx'ra Theater. 

Mme. Ko!esnik, who re– 
cently concluded a whirlwind 
concert tour through 40 cities 
in the United States and 
Canada, will render a reper– 
toire of arias and Ukrainian 
folk songs, which have held 
audiences breathless every– 
where she sang. 

Also beginning that day at 
² 'he Convention site, and for 
² the duration of the assem– 
i blage, Rem Makhmudovych 
j Bafrautdinov. a recent co-es– 
! capee with the Kolesniks 
; from Ukraine, will display 
³ his art works. His exhibit wil1 

³ incude acrylics, silk screens, 
water colors and mixed me– 
dia paintings. 

A s s e m b l a g e i s S e t . 
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program will be: "Prome– j 
'hens" Male Choii' under the 
direction of Michael Dblxiha' 
ivan Kernytsky ( i ke r ) ; SU– 
MA "Soloveyky" tr io: and 
young ballerina Natalka La– 
zirko. 

Wednesday afternoon, May 
22, beginning at 2:00 p.m.. 
two separate bus tours have 
been ai innged for the dele-
gates and guests. One tour 
wilJ take them to Philade!– 
phia's historic sites and to 
Ukrainian centers, rulminat– 
ing in a dinner at the Manor 
Junior College. The second 
tour will take the delegates 
to the new UNA Headquar– 
ters in Jersey City, N.J. 

Another distinguished v i P 
scheduled to greet the dele-
gates is George Bush, for– 
mer U.S. Ambassador to the 
United Nations and currently 
Chairman of the Republican 
National Committee. Mr. 
Bush will be hosted by the 
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UNA'S COP delegates at 8 
special reception. 

Philadelphia Mayor Frank 
L. Rizzo is also expected to 
extend the city's welcome to 
the UNA and its delegates 
attending the 28th Conven– 
tion. 

The Marriott Motor Hote1 

will be the site of several ex– 
hibits during the Convention 
week. 

Them will be a display of 
fTNA and Svoboda publica– 
tions brought out over the 
past 80 years. 

Kern Bagautdinov, a Ukra– 
inian art ist of Tatar descen' 
who escaped from the USSP 
two years ago, will exhibit 
some of his works which wen 
highly aclaimed during hi: 
recent exhibit at the Chris 
tine Czorpita Gallery here. 

A folk art exhibit has alec 
been planned for the dura– 
tion or the Convention. 

George Wirt Cited 
By ÕË. Press Association 

NEWARK, N.J. - The 
North Jersey Press Associa– 
tion has bestowed two top 
awards for news writ ing to 
former Svoboda editorial as– 
eistant George Wirt in the 
association's 27th annual me– 
moriai awards presentations. 

Wirt won two first place 
prizes in the association's 
spot news and features ca– 
tegories for his 1973 coqtri– 
butions to the Passaic, N.J., 
Herald-News. 

The . competition's first 
place honors for spot news 
writ ing went to Wirt for his 
report ing of a 16 year-old 
history school girl who was 
being investigated by the Fe– 
deral Bureau of investigation 
because she had sent a letter 
to a political par ty as par t of 
a social studies class assign -
ment. 

The girl was suing the FB1 
for opening her mail and for 
invading her privacy. 

The first place prize for 
features also went to Wir t 
for his reportage on runway 
children. His story included 
interviews with runwaye held 
at a county shelter. The in– 
terviews came only after Wirt 
obtained a court order. 

Four other Herald-News 

v 
Soil-Out Crowd Expected 

At Garden Stale Festival 

George Wirt 

girl, published by the Newark 
Star-Ledger. He won the 
award in 1973 for his report– 
ing of the Joan Kramer kid-
napping for the now defunct 
Newark Evening News. 

Wirt began his career in 
journalism as an editorial as– 
sistant for Svoboda in 1969. 
in tha t same year he was 
awarded the Ukrainian Na– 
tional Association journalism 
scholarship. 

Since then he has been a 
reporter for three of New 

staffers received awards. The j Jersey's largest dailies, in 
prizes were presented at the j 1972 he joined the city stafl 
association's 27th annual 0 f the Newark Evening News, 
awards dinner held at Ste– ² After the News folded he 
vens inst i tu te of Technology j joined the Passaic Herald– 
;n Hoboken, N.J. j News where he was a muni– 

1 cipal reporter covering Essex 
² County, in 1974 he joined the 
Newark Star-Ledger, the 
state's largest daily news-
paper. 

Wirt is a member of severa 
professional newsmen's or– 

Ë journalism major in his 
senior year a t New York 
university, Wir t was named 
a recipient of a William Ran– 
dolph Hearst Foundation 
Award for excellence in news 
writing for the second con– 
jecutive year, earl ier this 1 ganizations including tin 
.nonth. 

The 22 year-old reporter 
won the Hearst award in 1974 
for his story about a runway 

North Jersey Press Associa– 
tion and the Ð²Ñ A Club. He 
is also a member of the Ukra– 
inian Journalist Association. 
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Why be on the outside? Join the 
Ukrainian Sational Xssn and 
read "The Ukrainian Weekly^ 
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Atty. Pitio Wins . . . 
(Concluded 

Ukrainian program could be 
voted down." 

" in addition," he explained, 
"Ukrainians should under– 
-stand that what is beneficial 
for irvington, will be in the 
long run, beneficial for Ukra– 
inians as well." 

Prior to election day and 
ah the that day, the Pitio 
Slection Headquarters on 
Springfield Avenue here was 
ouzzing with youths and stu– 
ienta who took the lead in 
ampaigning for his election. 
'hones were busy every day 
ailing voters to support 

Atty. Pitio. The students also 
literally flooded all of irving– 
on with Pitio'e election mar 
erial. 

' 1 do feel a close affinity 
to Ukrainians, and 1 will do 
everything in my power to 
help them," he added, mention– 
.ng that he will a t tempt to 
jecure more appointments for 
Jkra in ians to the city ad– 
ninistration and to continue 
he existing Ukrainian pro– 

j rams in the city such as 

UNA CONVENTION SiTE 
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January 22nd observances. 

His major concern at the 
present time is to achieve a 
stabilization and relief of the 
tax burden, improve senior 
citizen housing, "which in re-
cent years has been neglect– 
ed, to work for a more res– 
ponsive government," and to 
improve the educational sys– 
tem. 

A graduate of irvington 
High School, Atty. Pitio re– 
ceived his law degree from 
Rutgers University, where he 
also majored in political 
science. 

Atty. Pitio, a 22 year resi– 
dent of irvington, and his 
entire family are members ol 
UNA Branch 25. 
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Hy Car. NORTH AND EAST 
1T0 nvold City Traffic) 

Exit 6 New Jersey Turnpike -
North East Extension Pennsylvania 
Turnpike. Exit 2-² 1 valley For^e inter– 
rhnn".'-i to Ront.– 76 Bast (SchuyUcfil 
Expressway), exit City Avenue 1 U.S. 
² -13 South); or 
NORTH AND BAST 

Exit 4 New "Jersey Turnpike — 
Camck-n Philadelphia interchange to 
Route 295 Wftit until Wait Whitman 
Bridge exit Route 76-676 across bridge-
to Schuylklll Kxpres,sway West Exit 
Expressway at Route 1 —City Avenue 
S-.uth– 
SOt'TH 

U.S. RoTite 1 North directly to hotel. 
RoUtc 9.S North past Chester, Pa. to 
Ko"ite 76 Sehuylki!l Expressway West. 
Exit Expressway at Route 1 — City 
Avoniio South. 
WEST 

Pennsylvania Tpke. to valley Forge 
interchange 1 Exit 24 ) to Schuylklll Ex– 
ðãå÷ããññàð Route 76 East. Exit" Express, 
way at Route 1 City Avenue South. 

PROF. PROCKO 
TO ADDRESS 

ETHMC .HEDl.v GROUP 

P H I L A D E L P H I A , Pa. -
Prof. Bohdan P. Procko. of 
vil lanova University History 
Department, will address 
members and guests of the 
Ethnic Media Association, nt 
their next meeting to be held 
i t the Ukrainian Youth 
Home. 49-19 Old York Road 
m Philadelphia, Saturday, 
May 18, 1974 at 2:00 p.m. 

U N A B R A N C H 2G1 E L E C T S 
O F F I C E R S A T M E E T I N G 

W I L L I A M S T O W N , N.J. -
"Brotherhood of Ukraine" 
Branch 261 of the Ukrainian 
National Association elected 
officers of an expanded com– 
mittee at a recent special 
meeting here. 

The Branch elected the fol– 
lowing officers: John Wa– 
siurko, president, Joseph Ar– 
kotyn, secretary, Peter Ar– 
kotyn, financial secretary, 
Andrej Stachno, recording 
secretary'. Alexander Doro– 
hyj, t reasurer ; Alfred J. 
Szybiak, Michael Wapowsky, 
and Miss Nellie Arkotyn, 
members-at large; auditing 
board: Michael Kuzminsky, 
chairman, Alexander Kobasa, 
assistant chairman; Joseph 
Smerelsky, secretary. 

The purpose of expanding 
the committee is to invigorate 
the activity of the Branch. 

The officers and the mem– 
bers also paid tr ibute to Pro-
kip Gu!da, past president 
who served in that capacity 
for 36 years. "Mr. Gulda de-
serves commendation for his 
long years of service to the 
UNA," said Mr. Peter Ar– 
kotyn. 

HOLMDEL, N.J. - With 
tickets moving a t a fast clip. 

j the first Ukrainian Festival 
j at the beautiful Garden State 
j Arts Center in Holmdel, N.J., 
! on Sunday, June 9, is expeet– 
1 ed to be a sell-out, according 
to reports of the Festival 

l Committee gleaned from the 
early response. 

All of the box seats, as well 
sizable portions of sections 
"A" and " B " in the 5,000-seat 
amphitheater have already 
been sold. The high-rise, ele– 
vated seating arrangement 
offers excellent visibility 
from every par t of the aro– 
phitheater. 

The announcement of the 
Festival last month by New 
Jersey Highway Authority 
chairman George M. Wall– 
hauser and Executive Direc– 
enthusiaetic response from 
Ukrainian leaders in New 
Jersey, New York, Connecti– 
cut, Pennsylvania and Dela– 
ware, as well as many Ame– 
ricans across the state. 

Members of the UCCA and 
the UNWLA, together with 
many church groups have 
responded energetically in di– 
str ibut ing tickets to assure 
the largest possible tu rnou t 

"The Ukrainian Festival 
will become an annual event 
if we prove to the Authority 
that we can provide a full 
house-for them for our first 
performance," said a Com– 
,nittee spokesman. 

The series of these Ethnic 
Heritage Festivals star ted in 
1970. Some groups are ap– 
pearing already for the third 
and fourth time. For Ukrain– 
ians, however, it is a first. 

The Committee spokesman 
said that as of last week, 
more than 1,500 t ickets had 
already been sold. 

Groups from various areas 
are planning to char ter buses 
and make it a pleasure t r ip to 
the Ar ts Center, located in 
the heart of New Jersey's 
picturesque forest land. The 
Center can be reached easily 
via the Garden State Park-
way, Exit 116, going north or 
south, and is the only direct 
exit to the spacious amphi– 
theater. The Center covere an 
area of some 400 acres with 
ample free parking facilities, 
surrounded by greenery and 
dazzling dogwood trees. The 
well-manicured and immacu– 
lately kept grounds offer an 
excellent opportunity for pic-
nicking or just plain relaxing. 

The day-long program has 
been arranged in such man– 
ner to allow both enjoyment 
and relaxation for the Festi– 
val goers. Ukrainian-food will 
be made available by the 
ladies of Soyuz Ukrainok, but 
persons who wish to bring 
their own lunch baskets are 
welcome to do so. Theater 
stands will also offer refre– 
shments. 

The Ar ts Exhibit and 
morning folk festivities, fea– 
turing colorful Ukrainian 
youth groups from New Jer– 
sey and the New York Metro– 
politan Area, will commence 
at 10:30 a,m. and will con– 
tinue until noon, f ' 

The afternoon program will 
begin at 1:30 p.m. and will 
feature: Anna Koleenik, pri– 
madonna of the Kiev State 
Opera; Andrij Dobriansky, 
principal ar t is t with the Me– 
tropolitan Opera Company; 
Roman Rudnytaky, interna– 
tionally renowned concert 
pianist; William S h u s t, 
Broadway s ta r ; "Prome– 
theus" Male Chorus of Phi– 
ladelphia under the direction 

of Michael . Dlaboha; the 
"Zhayvoronky" Girl Chorus ² 
of New York, Roman Ste– ³ 
paniak, conductor; Choreo– 
grapher Oleh Genza^s SUMA 
Dancers of New York, "Yer– j 
khovyntsi"; the Folk Dancing 
Ensemble of Detroit-Windsor,! 
"Echoes of Ukraine," Joanna ! 
Draginda-Kulchesky, choreo– j 
grapher ; Roma Pryma-Boha– j 
chevsky School of Ballet; and 
"Rushnychok," vocal-instru– j 
mental quar tet of Montreal, 1 
Canada, 

The prices for both morn– 
ing activities and afternoon 
performance are as follows: 
Box Seats, S7.50 (sold ou t ) ; 
Section A, S6.00; Section B, 
S5.00, Section C.S4.00 (chil– 
dren under 12 with adult half 
price in Â 8z C Section); Sec– j 
tion D, 53.00 and Lawn is J 
52.00 (bring your own folding j 
chairs for the lawn area or a 
blanket to sit on the plush j 
grass) . 

Call your local UCCA chair-
man as well as the Soyuz j 
Ukrainok leaders in your area 
for ticket reservations prom– 
ptly before the performance 
becomes a sell-out Tickets ³ 

are moving very rapidly so do 
not wa i t 

Tickets may also be order– 
ed directly from the Ar ts 
Center by mailing in your 
name and address, your seat 
selection and a check for the 
proper amount, made payable 
to the Garden State Arts 
Center Fund, stat ing that the 
remittance is for the Ukrain– 
ian Festival for Sunday, June 
9, 1974, to the : , Ukrainian 
Festival, New Jersey High-
way Authority, Garden State 
Parkway, Woodbridge, N.J, 
07095. 

The Ukrainian Festival 
Committee, which is com– 
prised of Michael Chaikivsky, 
chairman, Zenon Snylyk, pub– 
licity chairman, Bohdan Do– 
maradsky, program chair-
man, Andrew Keybida, ticket 
chairman, Myron Pinkowsky, 
organization's liaison com– 
mittee chairman, Kvitka Se– 
manyshyn, morning program 
chairman, and Camille Smo– 
rodsky, ar ts exhibit chair-
man, has asked the Ukrainian 
populace to.support this first 
Ukrainian Festival. 

Hladio Gets Hole-in-One 
in Branch 161 Golf Opener 

HLADlO'S FEAT: Honored for his hole-in-one, Bill Hladio 
(second left) receives gift from UNA Supreme Advisor 
Andrew Jula in behalf of Branch 161. as two other golfers 

in the foursome, Joe Nadzak and Rich Jula, look on. 

A R T I S T S I N V I T E D 
T O E X H I B I T 

A T U K R A I N J A N F E S T I V A L 

R U T H E R F O R D . N J . -
Ukrainian art iste who wish to 
exhibit their works during 
the day-long program of the 
Ukrainian Festival j a t the 
Garden State Ar ts Center in 
HolmdeJb N J L , on ^Sunday, 
June 9, should contaet Mrs. 
Camile Smorodsky, a r t s ex– 
hibit chairman, for all perti– 
nent information. 

Special arrangements are 
being made for individual 
ar t is ts to show their works 
as well as sell them, 

Mrs. Smorodsky has al– 
ready sent out letters of in– 
vitation to many art is ts. She 
urges those who have not re– 
ceived such invitations, be– 
cause of lack of address, to' 
get in touch with her at 138 
Y reel and Ave., Rutherford, 
N.J. 07070, Tel.: (201) 933-
9040. 

AMBR1DGE, Pa. - "Ei– 
ther we have damn good gol– 
fers in our Branch, or else 
they're plain lucky," said 
UNA Supreme Advisor An– 
drew Jula in report ing that 
William Hladio, one of 
Branch 161 golfers, made a 
hole-in-one on opening day, 
April 17. 

The league, now in its sixth 
season, is one of numerous 
activities pursued by Branch 
161 Ambridge, Pa. The gol– 
fers take to the par-3 Quakei 
valley golf course every 
Wednesday beginning in mid-
April. Their season ends on 
September 4th. 

Hladio accomplished thi 
feat on the 135-yard ninth 
hole. Others in the foursorm 
were: Joseph Nadrak, Ri– 
chard A. Jula and Stanley 
Simek. 

For this rare accomplish– 
ment Hladio received a gift 
from UNA Branch 161 of– 
ficers, including John An– 
tushak, president, Stanley 

Prokopovich, treasurer, John 
Johnson, vice-president and 
William Mason (another 
member of the great Jula 
clan), secretary. 

Mr. Jula also informed tha t 
Branch 161 golfers - all 32 
of them—will pit their pro– 
wess against a contingent of 
UNA golfers from Young– 
stown, O., in an all-UNA corn-
petition here towards the 
end of June. Most of the 
Youngstown golfers are menvf 
bers of UNA Branch 230, 
mid Mr. Jula, The par-72 
?olf course a t the area Deep 
valley Club has been reserved 
for the match, " i t will make 
for a great UNA day here," 
said Mr. Jula. 

Branch 161 delegates to 
the 28th Convention in Phila– 
ielphia a re : J. Antushak, S. 
Prokopovich and John Tyro, 
Jr. Of course, Mr. Jula, a 
çèðãåòå officer, will also be 
.here. 

Mildred Dobranskh Dedicated 
t!ivA'er, Dies at 52 

W1LKES-BARRE, Pa. -
A kind, familiar face at the 
previous three UNA Conven– 
tione, will be missing from 
the scene this year. 

Mrs. Mildred A. Dobransky, 
an exemplary UNA activist 
from Wilkes-Barre, Pa., and 
a dedicated community lead– 
er there, passed away on 
Tuesday, April 30, 1974, af– 
ter a prolonged illness. She 
Was 52 years old. 

The former Mildred O'Len– 
iak was born October 13, 
1921, in Wilkes-Barre, Pa. 
An employee of the Pennsyl– 
vania Department of Public 
Welfare for many years, she 
was active in every phase of 
local community life. 

A comunicant of Ss. Peter 
and Paul Ukrainian Catholic 
Church, Mrs. Dobranski was 
secretary of the UNA Di– 
strict Committee and presi– 
dent of UNA Branch 282 for 
many years. 

She was past secretary of 
Lani Post, veterans of Fo– 
reign Wars, in Hudson, and 
past member of the board of 
V F W , Anthracite Post 283. 

Her name was on virtually 
every committee of area U– 
krainian organizations and 
she was involved in chari– 
tab!e, educational, social and 
cultural activities. j 

Mildred A. Dobranski 

Surviving are ; husband 
John; son, Ronald John, of 
Alexandria, Ya,; sisters, 
Mrs. Theodore Ciupinski, Mrs. 
James Brawley and Mrs. Ben 
Kumov. 

Funeral services were held 
Friday,, May 3, from the 
Simon S. Rusein Funeral 
Home to Ss. Peter and Paul 
Church. The body was inter-
red at St. Mary's Cemetery in 
Hanover Township, Pa, 


