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Newark's St John the Baptist Ukrainian Catholic Choir celebrates 75th 
NEWARK, N.J.— Preparations for 

the celebration of the 75th anniversary 
of the city's St. John the Baptist Ukrai
nian Catholic Church Choir are well 
under way, according to organizers. 

A commemorative journal, complete 
with the history and pictures of the 
choir over the past years, as well as 
greetings and other articles, is being 
published. The celebration will culmi
nate with a banquet at Club Navaho 
Manor in Irvington on Saturday, Octo
ber 27. 

Bishop Basil H. Losten of Stamford 
and the Ukrainian composer and choir 
director Andrij Hnatyshyn of Vienna, 
are among those who have accepted 
invitations to the celebrations. 

Early years 

St. John's Choir was founded in 1909 
by the late Theodosius Kaskiw, when he 
assembled a group of immigrants, 
seeking to worship God in their native 
language and their own rite. The early 
founders probably did not realize that 
their modest efforts would lead to a 
mixed choral group that would still be 
flourishing today. The choir has had 
only two directors for its entire exis
tence: Mr. Kaskiw and his successor 
and the present director, Michael Do-
bosh. 

Throughout, the early years of its 
existence, St. John's Choir played a 
very active role in stimulating the 
cultural growth of the parish. It brought 
the cause of Ukraine to the attention of 
the general public by performing for the 
radio audience, as well as staging 
concerts and other musical attractions. 
Concerts were presented to commemo
rate jubilee anniversaries of the various 
brotherhoods and societies. 

In 1930, the choir joined with six 
others to form a New York Metropo
litan Area Choir. The combined choir 
was directed by such noted maestros as 
Michael Hayvoronsky and Alexander 
Koshetz. Among other leading centers, 
they performed in Carnegie Hall, Town 
Hall and the World's Fair of 1939. On 
September 4, 1933, the choir partici
pated in the dedication of the first 
Ukrainian Catholic High School in 
Stamford, Conn. The New York Metro
politan Area Choir won wide acclaim 
for its performance. 

With the retirement of Mr. Kaskiw 
on October 31, 1956, Mr. Dobosh 
assumed the role of cantor and director 
of the choir. The ranks of the choir 
during the post-World War II period 
were now being replenished by the 
influx of political immigrants, who 
bolstered and revivified the choir as well 
as the membership of the church. The 
choir continued to participate in con
certs and other musical events, in 
addition to singing the responses at 
church services. 

The choir's repertoire throughout the 
years has not been limited to any one 
school of Ukrainian authors or ar

rangers, but included the scores of many 
well-known Ukrainian composers such 
as Bortniansky, Davydovsky, 
Hnatyshyn, Koshetz, Liudkevych and 
Wedel to name a few. Director Dobosh 
has also contributed several of his 
arrangements to the collection. The 
choir has progressed in the vocal art to 
the stage where they are taking on more 
challenging and difficult liturgical 
compositions. 

Performed for patriarch 

Among the more newsworthy en
gagements of the choir in the Dobosh 
era were the visits of Patriarch Josyf 
Slipyj to St. John's Parish. 

In preparation for the 41st Interna
tional. Eucharistic Congress, held in 
Philadelphia on August 1-8, 1976, a 
Philadelphia Archdiocesan Choir was 
formed by combining the Ukrainian 
Catholic parish choirs of Philadelphia, 
Chester, Perth Amboy, Whippany and 
Newark. At the Eucharistic Congress, 
the Philadelphia Archdiocesan Choir 
sang the responses of the divine liturgy 
of St. John Chrysostom, which was 
celebrated by the hierarchy of the 
Byzantine Rite in Veteran's Stadium. 

Under the sponsorship of the Provi
dence Association of Ukrainian Catho
lics of America, the Archdiocesan Choir 
presented a series of religious concerts. 
These concerts were performed at the 
Immaculate Conception Cathedral in 
Philadelphia, St. John's Church in 
Newark and at the National Shrine of 
the Immaculate Conception in Wash
ington. Andrij Dobriansky, the noted 
Metropolitan Opera bass-baritone, and 
Marta Kokolska-Musijchuk were 
featured at some of these concerts. 

The crowning point in the history of 
the Philadelphia Archdiocesan Choir 
was on October 4,1979, when the choir 
participated in the ceremonies atten
dant to the visitation of Pope 
John Paul II to the Immaculate 
Conception Cathedral in Philadelphia. 
This was the first time that a pontiff had 
ever visited a' Ukrainian church. 

Rome visits 

Another great event in the chronicles 
of St. John's Choir was its visits to the 
Eternal City, Rome. The choir visited 
Rome at three different times. On their 
first visit in 1969, members participated in 
the ceremonies at which Patriarch Josyf 
dedicated and blessed the Basilica of St. 
Sophia. They concluded their first visit 
by singing the responses at a liturgy 
which was celebrated at the crypt of St. 
Josaphat. In 1975, on the occasion of 
the Holy Year, St. John's Choir sang the 
responses at the divine liturgy that was 
concelebrated in the Basilica of St. 
Peter by Patriarch Josyf and the visiting 
Ukrainian Catholic hierarchy. 

St. John's Choir embarked on its 
third visit to Europe in late summer of 
1982. On August 28, the newly built 

Youngstown... 
(Continued from page 5) 

The three supreme officers also took 
part in presenting plaques to long-time 
secretaries Mary Makar of Branch 348, 
Helen Senediak of Branch 274 and John 
Senich of Branch 140. 

Among the dignitaries present were 
numerous elected county officials. 
Introduced by the master of ceremonies 
were Mr. and Mrs. Michael Bilon, who 
conduct a Ukrainian radio program on 
a Youngstown station, and Mr. and 
Mrs. Michael Komichak of the "Pitts
burgh Ukrainian Radio Hour," which is 
in its 34th year. 

The balance of the evening was spent 
in socializing and dancing to the music 
of the Spomyn-Reflections Band of 
Akron, Ohio. 

The sponsoring committee was 
headed by Mr. and Mrs. Wolo-
shyn, co-chairpersons. Also on the 
committee were vice chairman Peter 
Lischak, treasurer Mary Makar, and 
members Mr. and Mrs. Steve Bury, Mr. 
and Mrs. Mike Martynyzyn. Mr. and 
Mrs. John Wolosonovich. Mr. and Mrs. 
John Senich, Mr. and Mrs. Michael 
Yurchison, Mrs. A. Borovichy, Helene 
Senediak. Marilyn Gough, Mrs. A. 
Soroka, Mrs. A. Lischak and Mr. 
and Mrs. Bilon. 

Ukrainian Catholic church in Lourdes, 
France, was blessed by Archbishop 
Myroslav Lubachivsky in the presence 
of the Latin Rite bishop of Lourdes, the 
Ukrainian Catholic clergy from Europe 
and America plus the Ukrainian laity 
and pilgrims from United States, Ca
nada, England and other European 
countries. The choir participated in 
these services as well as the divine 
liturgy that followed. While in Lourdes, 
St. John's Choir also sang the 
responses in the pontifical divine liturgy 
concelebrated in the basilica by Arch
bishop Lubachivsky and the visiting 
Ukrainian Catholic clergy. 

From Lourdes, the choir traveled 
along the French and Italian Riviera 
en route to Rome. At the summer 

residence of Pope John Paul II, the 
choir joined with other tourists to greet 
and listen to the noon sermon of the 
pope in the courtyard. Subsequently at 
the Basilica of St. Sophia, the choir 
participated in the divine liturgy of St. 
John Chrysostom. Following the 
liturgy, the choir presented a short 
concert for Patriarch Josyf on 
the campus of St. Clement Univer
sity. 

It should be mentioned that St. 
John's Choir has made two recordings. 
One was titled "Christmas in U-
kraine" and the other "Ukrainians 
Sing." St. John's Choir is preparing to 
record Prof. Alexander Koshetz'sdivine 
liturgy of St. John Chrysostom in the 
very near future. 

We are Rusyns... 
(Continued from page 7) 

der Duchnovich. When my grandfather 
and father sang "Ja Rusin Byl, Jes'm ³ 
Bud," their hearts swelled with the same 
emotions that we Americans have today 
as we sing our national anthems. 

The ethnicity of mygranfatherwasnot 
"made in U.S.A.", but has been nurtured 
and developed in this country. We "in
sist" that we are not Ukrainian — just 
as you "insist" that we are. The matter is 
not "decided," as you say, but is con
tinuing to evolve. You are right, 
Orest, my friend, if we want to 
be what we are "that is our busi
ness." Prof. Magocsi, in the article you 
attack and elsewhere, is part of this evolv
ing picture. He urges that we in America 
should respect each other's right to be 

ourselves. When I travel on aSundaytoa 
city lacking a church of my people, I 
attend a Ukrainian church or a Russian 
church. I love all my Slavic brothers 
and sisters. I am glad that in America 
Eastern Slavs — indeed, all Slavs — 
can act and interact without any govern
ment imposing itself in the process. 

Orest, I assume you are a historian. I 
am not. However, for the past five 
decades and more I have grown up in a 
culture that is similar to but not the 
same as yours. Please permit us, the 
sons, daughters and grandchildren of 
confused and uneducated immigrants 
who are neither confused nor un
educated - to share our commonalities 
with you, but to cherish our differences. 

Orestes J . M iha l y 

Armonk, N.Y. 
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UNA DISTRICT COMMITTEE 
ANNOUNCES THAT 

ORGANIZING MEETING 

Sunday, October 2 1 , 1984, at 2:30 p.m. 
at the Ukrainian American Civic Center, Inc. 

205 Military Road. BUFFALO. N.Y. 

All members of the District Committee. Convention Delegates and Branch Officers 
and Delegates of the following Branches are requested to attend: 

40, 87, 127, 149, 299, 304, 360 and 363 
PROGRAM: 

1. Opening Remarks. ' 
2. Review of the organizational work of the District during the past 9 months. 
3. Address by UNA Supreme Vice-Presidentess GLORIA PASCHEN. 
4. Discussion of Fall Organizational Campaign. 
5. General UNA topics. 
6. Adoption of membership campaign plan for balance of 1984. 
7. Questions and answers, adjournment. 

Meeting will be attended by 

Gloria Paschen — UNA Supreme Vice-Presidentess 

All Members and Non-Members and their Families are Welcome. 

Roman Konotopskyj 
President 

Joseph Havryluk 
Secretary 

Mary Harawus 
Treasurer 
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Saturday, October 20 

HARTFORD, Conn.: The Ukrai
nian National Home here will hold 
its annual dinner-dance at 6 p.m., 
featuring the Iskra band of New 
York. For reservations, please call 
(203) 524-5702. 

Saturday and Sunday, October 20-21 

KERHONKSON, N.Y.: The annual 
tour reunion sponsored by Kobas-
niuk Travel Inc., will be held at the 
UNA resort, Soyuzivka. Saturday's 
program will include slide presenta
tions by this year's tour participants, 
a semi-formal dinner, and dancing to 
the Hirniak Orchestra. No formal 
program has been planned for Sun
day. For more information, call 
Kobasniuk Travel, (212) 254-8779. 

Saturday, October 20 — Sunday, 
October 28 

NEW YORK: Paintings by llona 
Sochynsky will be on display for 
preview on Saturday at the Ukrai
nian Institute of America, 2 E. 79th 
St., from 4 to 7 p.m. The exhibition 
will continue through the 28th. 
Gallery hours: 2 - 6 p.m. daily; closed 
Monday. For more information call 
(212)288-8660. 

Sunday, October 21 

JENKINTOWN, Pa.: The annual 
Ukrainian Festival at Manor Junior 
College, Fox Chase Road and 
Forrest Avenue, will be held from 
noon to 7 p.m. Sponsored by the 
Ukrainian Heritage Studies Center, 
the festival program, beginning at I 
p.m., will feature the Voloshky 
Dance Ensemble of Philadelphia; the 
Poltava Ukrainian Dance Company 
of Pittsburgh; St. Anne's Ukrainian 
Dancers of Warrington, Pa.; The 
Nightingales, a vocal trio; St. Nicho
las School Children's Bandura En
semble of Philadelphia; the Karpaty 
Band; and the Junior Voloshky 
Dance Ensemble of Philadelphia: 
Hot air balloon rides will be offered 
from 5-7 p.m., weather permitting. 
Craftsmen from Pennsylvania, Mary
land, Connecticut, New Jersey and 
New York will demonstrate and 
exhibit beadwork, block printing on 
fabric, embroidery, leathercraft, 
pottery, pysanky, relief wood carv
ing, belt weaving and wood carving. 
Christina Senkiw of Islington, Ont., 
will exhibit her "Paintings for Chil
dren." All promotional discount 
coupons previously published will be 
honored on this day. Admission: S2, 
adults; SI, children. Free parking. In 
case of inclement weather, the festi
val will be held indoors. 

NEWARK, N J.: The Mothers'Club 
of St. John the Baptist Ukrainian 
Catholic School will sponsor a chil-

Famine commission. 

PREVIEW OF EVENTS 

(Continued from page 1) 
sion bill. Sen. Bill Bradley (D-N.J.) 
attached it to the Senate's version of the 
continuing resolution, the omnibus 
funding measure that grants the govern
ment spending authority. The House 
version of the funding bill had been 
passed earlier, on September 25. 

After the Senate passed its funding 
bili on Thursday, October 4, House and 
Senate conferees met to reconcile 
differences between the two versions of 

dren's masquerade and dance at 3 
p.m. in the school's gym, 762 San-
ford Ave. Admission: S3, adults: SI. 
children. The fairy tale. "The Frog 
Princess," will be presented under the 
direction of Taissa Bohdansky. There 
will be a costume parade, games and 
refreshments. 

NEW YORK: The Ukrainian Aca
demy of Arts and Sciences is in
augurating the 1984-85 academic 
season with a lecture by Prof. Paul 
Wechler, of the Tel Aviv and Colum
bia universities, titled "Jewish-U
krainian Linguistic Contacts: A 
Historical Overview." The program, 
scheduled for 2 p.m., will be held at 
the academy's building, 206 W. 100th 
St. 

NEW YORK:The Ukrainian Drama 
Studio here, under the direction of 
Lidia Krushelnytsky, will present an 
afternoon of dramatic works written 
by Ukrainian poet Lina Kostenko. 
The afternoon performance will take 1 
place at 3 p.m. at the Fashion lnsti-1 
tute of Technology, 227 W. 27th St. 
The presented works will include | 
"Kazka pro Maru"and"Mandrivku | 
Sertsia." Tickets are available at I 
Arka in advance and at the high | 
school the day of the performance. 

PHILADELPHIA, Pa.: The St. 
Basil Academy Alumnae Associa
tion will hold its annual Alumnae 
Day at the academy, 711 Fox Chase 
Rd. Celebrating special reunion 
years are the classes of '39, '44, '54, 
'59, '64, '69, 74, and 79. Registra
tion begins at 9:30 a.m. A divine 
liturgy will be served at 10:30 a.m., 
followed by a buffet brunch. Pre-
registration is required. To pre-
register, alumnae should send checks, 
payable to St. Basil Academy Alum
nae Association, to Christina Ivey, 
300 Montgomery Ave., Rockledge, 
Pa. 19111. Tickets are SI2. 

Saturday, October 27 

IRVINGTON, NJ.: St. John's U-
krainian Catholic Church Choir of 
Newark, N.J., will celebrate its 75th 
anniversary with a banquet and 
dance at 6 p.m. at the Club Navaho 
Manor here in Irvington. Tickets are 
S25 per person. Dancing music will 
be provided by Gama. For more 
information please call Helen Gienga 
(201) 372-6662 or Ann Panko at 
(201)762-8330. 

NEW YORK: The Young Profes
sionals of the Ukrainian Institute of 
America will sponsor a Halloween 
Masquerade fund-raiser from 9 p.m. 
to I a.m. at the UIA. 2 E. 79th St. 
Donations are S35 (without costume) 
and S25 (with costume). Dancing 

the measure. 
After a weeklong deadlock, the two 

houses of Congress reached agree
ment on the S470 billion spending bill, 
and the famine commission bill remain
ed a part of that measure. The bill was 
passed on October 10 by the full House 
and on October 11 by the full Senate, 
and then presented to President Reagan 
for his signature. 

The famine commission bill was 
introduced in the Senate by Sen. Bradley 
and by Rep. James Florio (D-N.J.) in 
the House. 

music will be provided by Taste of 
Brass. The evening will also include 
refreshments, a hot buffet and a cash 
bar. 

YONKERS, N.Y.: The young adults 
of SUM-A will hold their annual 
Halloween bash at the Ukrainian 
Youth Center, 301 Palisade Ave. The 
dance, which begins at 9 p.m., will 
feature the music of the Rosa Band. 
Admission is S5 (with costume) S10 
(without costume). For more infor
mation, please call (914) 969-7486. 

CHICAGO: Branch 101 of the U-
krainian National Women's League 
of America will hold its traditional 
dance, "Vyshyvani Vechernytsi" at 
Ss. Volodymyr and Olha Ukrainian 
Catholic Church hall. Horsd'oeuvres 
will be served at 8:30 p.m. The dance 
will begin at 9:30 p.m. with music by 
Vodohray. 

PLEASE NOTE: Preview items 
must be received one week before 
desired date of publication. No 
information will be taken over the 
phone. Preview items will be publish
ed only once (please note desired date 
of publication). All items are publish
ed at the discretion of the editorial 
staff and in accordance with available 
space. 

PREVIEW OF EVENTS, a listing 
of Ukrainian community events open 
to the public, is a service provided 
free of charge by The Weekly to the 
Ukrainian community. To have an 
event listed in this column, please 
send information (type of event, 
date, time, place, admission, spon
sor, etc.), along with the phone 
number of a person who may be 
reached during daytime hours for 
additional information, to: PRE
VIEW OF EVENTS, The Ukrainian 
Weekly, 30 Montgomery St., Jersey 
City, N J. 07302. 

Bar association to meet in D.C. 
IRVINGTON, N.J. - The eighth 

annual meeting of the Ukrainian Ame
rican Bar Association will convene on 
October 19 and continue through 
October 21 at the Sheraton Crystal City 
Hotel in Arlington, Va., just outside of 
Washington. 

The meeting's first session is sche
duled for 2:30 p.m. on Friday, October 
19, at the White House, where the 
members of the association have been 
invited for a briefing by top government 
officials representing the National 
Security Council, the Justice Depart
ment and the Commerce Department. 

The Saturday session will be devoted 
to guest speakers and association busi
ness sessions. Featured speakers include 
the following. 

' Robert A. McConnell, assistant 
attorney general, U.S. Justice Depart
ment, will speak on the functions of the 
Justice Department and its inter-rela
tionship with the inner workings of the 
legislative process. At present, there are 
several items of legislation pending 
before the Congress which are of interest 
to Ukrainian Americans, most promi
nent among those being the famine study 
commission bill, proposed legislation 

concerning the work of the Office of 
Special Investigations and the Simpson-
Mazzoli immigration bill. 

" Eugene Iwanciw, staff member of 
the U.S. Senate Intelligence Commit
tee, will address the topic of the rela
tionship of the legal profession to the 
legislative process. 

' George Nesterczuk, principal assis
tant to the director of the Office of 
Personnel and Management, will high
light opportunities available for at
torneys in the government. 

e Bohdan Futey, chairman, U.S. 
Foreign Claims Settlement Commis
sion, will address the topic of expro
priation of property by foreign govern
ments. 

The Sunday morning session will 
include a wrap-up of UABA business 
matters, election of officers and con
cluding remarks by the newly elected 
president. 

Other scheduled events include a 
welcoming cocktail party on Friday 
evening, October 19, and a cocktail 
party and banquet on Saturday, October 
20. All activities, other than the White 
House briefing, will take place at the 
Sheraton Crystal City Hotel. 

More workshops slated at Manor 
JENKINTOWN, Pa. - Manor Ju

nior College has added three more 
workshops to its fall schedule. To 
register for the workshops write or visit 
the Office of Continuing Education, 
Academic Building, Manor Junior 
College, Fox Chase Road and Forrest 
Avenue, Jenkintown, Pa. 19046, or call 
(215) 884-2218 or 884-2219. The office is 
open Monday and Friday from 9 a.m. 
to 5 p.m. Tuesday, Wednesday and 
Thursday from 9 a.m. to 9 p.m. 

e Word processing on the micro
computer - Wednesday, October 17, 
and Wednesday. October 24,6:30 - 9:30 
p.m. Fee: S60. Participants will learn 
the basic concepts and abilities of a text-
editing program utilizing the computer. 

e Job hunting - Thursday, October 
18, 6:30 - 9:30 p.m. Fee: S5. Uncovering 

job leads, resumes, cover letters and 
interviewing will be discussed. 

" College can be for you (two ses
sions) - Wednesday, October 24, 
Thursday, November 15, 6:30 - 9:30 
p.m. Fee: S5. A mini-workshop for 
adults who have never attended college 
or adults who are thinking about 

attending college. Participants will 
become familiar with college jargon and 
will be provided with guidelines for 
selecting suitable amounts of education, 
programs and schools. 

Preschool program 
begins in Whippany 

WHIPPANY, N.J. - Branch 61 of 
the Ukrainian National Women's 
League of America is sponsoring a pre
school program for children age 2'A to 5 
every Saturday beginning October 13. 

The program is held in the down
stairs hall of St. John's Ukrainian 
Catholic Church, South Jefferson Road 
and Route 10, Whippany,from 10a.m. 
to noon. 

The monthly fee is S20; S15 for the 
second child from the same family. The 
cost includes refreshments (milk, juice, 
cookies). 

For further information, interested 
persons may call the program director, 
Lesia Lasij, at (201) 884-0097. 




