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Deschenes decision on travel abroad
sparks new round of controversy
by Mykhai!o Bodurkiw
HULL, Que. - News of Justice Jules
Deschenes' decision to take his inquiry
on Nazi war criminals to the Soviet
Union has disappointed members of
Canada's Ukrainian community and
has sparked yet another round of
controversy.
- The Deschenes inquiry announced on
November 18 that it will travel to five
countries, including the Soviet Union
and Poland, to gather evidence in order
to determine whether Nazi-era war
criminals are living in Canada.
- The -former-Quebec Superior Court
judge said Soviet and Polish officials
would have to meet six strict legal
requirements before his officials go

behind the iron Curtain to gather
evidence.
Judge Deschenes' ground rules in–
clude: access to original documents on
war crimes, use of independent interpre–
ters and the freedom to examine wit–
nesses in accordance with Canadian
rules of evidence.
Alex Kindy of Calgary, a member of
Parliament from the ruling Progressive
Conservative Party and a member of a
group of about two dozen MPs and
senators opposing the Soviet trip, said
Judge Deschenes' six guidelines are
"not good enough." in an interview with
The Ukrainian Weekly, the Ukrainian
M P repeated his earlier public state–
ments saying that the commission
(Continued on page 11)
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Lubachivsky asks vatican recognition
of Ukrainian Catholic patriarchate
ROME — Cardinal Myroslav ivan
Lubachivsky, leader of Ukrainian Ca–
tholics, called for recognition by the
vatican of a patriarchate for his Church
as proof of the Catholic Church's
solidarity with hissufferingcongregation.
Cardinal Lubachivsky, whose title is
archbishop major of Lviv, Ukraine,
made the statement on Monday, No–
vember 25, oh the first day of meetings
of the extraordinary synod of bishops
called by Pope John Paul 11 to evaluate
the results of the Second vatican
Council. He spoke during the afternoon
general assembly session.
Referring to the vatican Council 11
document on the Eastern Churches
(Orientalium Ecclesiarum), Cardinal
Lubachivsky noted that the Ukrainian

Monument to
famine victims
is defaced

Edmonton's monument to victims of the Great Famine.

25 cents

EDMONTON - A monument dedi–
cated to the millions of people who died
during the 1932-33 Great Famine in
Ukraine was defaced here sometime
during the veteran's Day weekend.
The word "Lies" was painted across
the base of the monument, which is
located in front of City Hall in downtown Edmonton.
it was unveiled on October 23, 1983,
and bears the inscription: "in memory
of the millions who?Jperished in the
genocidal famine inflicted upon U–
kraine by the Soviet regime in Moscow
1932-33."
The monument, designed by Lud–
milla Temertei of Montreal, features a
wheel called "The Broken Life Cycle."
At a Ukrainian community seminar
on the war criminals issue held Novem–
ber 16 in Winnipeg, speakers suggested
the defacement of the famine monu–
ment was linked to other attacks against
the Ukrainian community for allegedly
harboring war criminals.
A spokesperson for Edmonton
Mayor Laurence Decore said the mayor
was angered by the defacing of the
monument.
"it's a very great desecration to a very
important monument," said Alec Mc–
Donald, the executive assistant to
Mayor Decore.
Mr. McDonald added it is unlikely
the incident is related to other attacks
against Ukrainians.
Andrij Semotiuk, the president of the
Alberta branch of the Ukrainian Cana–
dian Committee, said his organization
"strongly condemned this appalling
profanation" of the Edmonton famine
monument.

Catholic Church, as an Eastern Church
with its own laws, wishes to preserve its
distinct identity. The status of a patriar–
chate for the Church is in keeping with
Eastern traditions and it serves the
spiritual needs of the Ukrainian Catho–
lic Church's faithful now and in the
future, he said.
Pope John Paul 11 and 160 bishops
were present for Cardinal Lubachiv–
sky's eight-minute speech. According to
a vatican briefing after the session.
Cardinal Lubachivsky said that for
Catholics in Ukraine, whose Church is
outlawed, the Second vatican Council
had never taken place. No cardinal,
bishop, priest or layman is permitted to
function religiously, he said.
Other Ukrainian Catholic leaders
attending the synod include Metro–
politan Maxim Hermaniuk of Canada
and Metropolitan Stephen Sulyk of the
(Continued on page 13)

Senator's resolution
to seek investigation
of asylum procedures
JERSEY C1TY, N.J. - Sen. Gordon
Humphrey (R-N.H.), who has been in
the forefront of congressional action
regarding the case of would-be defector
Myroslav Medvid, will introduce a
resolution creating a seven-member
Senate panel to investigate thoroughly
all U.S. asylum procedures and all
aspects of these procedures in practice.
According to the senator's office, the
resolution is expected to be introduced
sometime next week and the senator is
now seeking co-sponsors for the mea–
sure. Sens. Alan J. Dixon (D-lll.),
Jeremiah Denton (R-Ala.), Charles E.
(Continued on page 13)
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A GLIMPSE OF SOVIET REALITY

Soviet newspaper Trud publishes
its version of Medvid incident
MUN1CH - A Soviet newspaper
on November 13 published its own
version of what happened to Ukrainian
sailor Myroslav Medvid in U.S. waters,
calling U.S. handling of the case a
"provocation" and scoring U.S. autho–
rities for their "outrageous" conduct in
this matter.
Mr. Medvid had twice jumped ship
in the Mississippi River in an apparent
attempt to defect, but was ultimately
returned to Soviet custody over the loud
protests of many Americans, including
the Ukrainian and Baltic communities.
The story published in Trud, the
official Soviet trade union daily, alleges
that Mr. Medvid, an electrician and
motor mechanic on the Soviet freighter
Marshal Koniev, had simply slipped
and fallen overboard while stowing a
rope at the stern of the ship.
The article was written by Yu. Dmi–
triyev under the headline: "We Report
the Details: Provocation in New
Orleans.. How the American Authori–
ties Acted Outrageously on Board a
Soviet Ship."
The full text of an English transla–
tion of that article, received by The
Weekly from Radio Free Europe^Ra–
dio Liberty in Munich, follows.

At first the incident which began it all
seemed insignificant. No one could have
supposed that its echo would reach
Washington and that people in the U.S.
State Department and even in the White
House would defer other important
business to tackle it. This is what
happened. Entering the Mississippi
River, the motor ship Marshal Koniev
reached New Orleans toward the even–
ing of October 24 and hove to in its
roads. R. Tkachenko, the ship's captain, did not yet know which elevator or
wharf he should come alongside to load
up.
The 170-km-long fairway of this
sometimes capricious river is complex
and has frequently changing currents.
Suddenly, disaster struck one of the
crew members — electrician and motor
mechanic Myroslav Medvid. While
stowing a rope at the stern, he slipped,
gave himself a bad knock, and fell overboard. First in the dark and then
illumined by searchlights, the sailor lost
his sense of direction for a while...having
fished the sailor out of the water, the
American duty launch quickly took him
to the ship's lowered ladder.
And that was all, you might think.
Thanks for the help. The nighttime
incident was concluded. But the next
morning spelled alarm for the crew.
Some unknown people, who called
themselves representatives of the local
authorities, unceremoniously burst on
board. As though they were in charge
there, they declared: "Grant us a meet–
ing with sailor Medvid. Where is he
now? We must talk with him urgent–
ly..." What is more, those who had burst
in demanded that the sailor accompany
them ashore. The captain resolutely
rejected that insolent demand. Espe–
cially since sailor Medvid, following his
trauma, was in the ship's sick bay.
Politicians from Washington inter–
vened in the affair. State Department
spokesmen also began insisting that the
sailor be put ashore. The American
authorities wanted at all costs to get our
guy off the ship, wrest him from his own
crew and comrades, and persuade him

to betray the motherland.
That provocation in the American
port lasted several days. Here is what
ship's Captain R. Tkachenko and First
Mate B. Medvedev reported to the
editorial office by radio as soon as the
Marshal Koniev sailed on its return
voyage:
"...We are indignant at the American
authorities' insolent, provocative beha–
vior. On October" 25, despite our
protests, 11 police agents, including
representatives of the special services
and State Department staffers, came on
board the ship without authorization
and remained through October 29.
They demanded a meeting with M.
Medvid, a member of our crew. They
then put the ship under arrest and cut
ship-to-shore communications. To cap
it all, they illegally demanded that the
Soviet sailor be put aboard an Ameri–
can Coast Guard boat. We made reso–
lute protests against the arbitrary
behavior. However, the Americans still
made sailor M. Medvid be put on board
that boat. A delegation from our ship,
headed by the captain, spent six hours
holding talks imposed by the provoca–
teurs and made a resolute protest
against the most flagrant violation of
the rights of Soviet citizens. Then,
without any grounds for doing so, our
delegation was driven in a reinforced
police convoy to a U.S. naval base,
where interrogation continued for a
further 20 hours without respite.
"At the same time all kinds of rene–
gades and our enemies were raving on
the shore, roused by a manifestly antiSoviet ballyhoo in the press and on
television. The ship was buzzed by
helicopters, and hostile, menacing
shouts and calls to betray the motherland were heard from the shore and
from on board launches which came
near. The crew was not given a mo–
ment's rest..."
As always happens in such cases,
malicious Ukrainian nationalists from
among the emigre rabble and former
fascist stooges turned up.
Our crew behaved with courage and
dignity. Even when they were threa–
tened with arrest and the seizure of the
ship. When the foreign firms supplying
the ship with foodstuffs and various
kinds of supplies were threatened,
insolently violating all the norms of
international seafaring, piratical thugs
blocked the fairway in an attempt to
cause an accident to the ship and
prevent it from entering the Gulf of
Mexico. But the 16 days of anti-Soviet
ballyhoo did not break the Soviet
sailors' will. They vigilantly kept their
watches and took all measures against
possible attempts to seize the ship.
The provocateurs achieved precisely
nothing, in his official statement the
Soviet sailor said precisely and clearly
that he totally rejects the importunities
of the American authorities, which
suggested that he remain in the United
States, that he is in control of his mental
and physical condition, and that he
wants to return to the motherland as
quickly as possible.
What can be said in conclusion about
this malicious spectacle in an American
port? Such insolent provocations have
never yet brought any laurels to those
who grossly flout human rights and the
norms of normality and international
law.
Our sailor is returning home togethe–
with his crew.
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Fund set up for Soviet defectors
PHILADELPHIA - The ukrai–
nian Human Rights Committee in
Philadelphia has set up a fund to be
used for the defense of any potential
defectors from the Soviet Union,
according to the organization's
chairperson, Ulana Mazurkevich, The
fund is the result of the poor handling of
the ill-fated defection of Ukrainian
seaman Myroslav Medvid last month.
"The money will be used for anv sort
of defectors," said Mrs. Mazurkevich.
in the meantime, the committee and
members of Congress are investigating
different avenues by which they could
bring Mr. Medvid back to the United
States. Mrs. Mazurkevich said.
"We're investigating different
avenues, how far we can go with this
action on his behalf. Congressmen and
senators are working out some sort of
defense action," she said, but admitted
at this point, getting Mr. Medvid back

to the United States is 'very if-fy."
"They will keep the pressure up,"
however, Mrs. Mazurkevich said. Those
members of Congress who have re–
mained the most active in the Medvid
case, she said, are Sens. Gordon
Humphrey (R-N.H.) and Jesse Helmcs
(R-N.C.) and Reps. Benjamin Gilman
(R-N.Y.) and Don Ritter (R-Pa.).
"They will keep the pressure up on the
Soviet government," Mrs. Mazurkevich
said, adding that pressure may be
brought to bear by such means as
writing letters to Soviet leader Mikhail
Gorbachev and by raising the case at
various forums.
"it will be like a constant thorn," she
said.
Anyone wishing to make contribu–
tions to the fund should send them to
the Save Medvid Fund, Ukrainian
Human Rights Committee, P.O. Box
7101, Philadelphia, Pa. 19117.

Baits urge Medvid case investigation
ROCKviLLE, Md. - The Joint
Baltic American National Committee is
urging its members and those of other
ethnic groups to send letters to members
of Congress expressing their dissatisfac–
tion with the handling of the attempted
defection of Ukrainian seaman
Myroslav Medvid. They are also calling
for the dismissal of the officials who
returned Mr. Medvid to Soviet custody.
"We urge you to demand further
investigation and dismissal of State
Department, White House and 1NS
officials who were responsible for
deciding to return this Ukrainian sailor.
There are still many unanswered
questions in the Medvid case which
directly affect U.S. policy toward the
Soviet Union," wrote Algis Silas,
director of public relations of the
JBANC, in a statement released by the
organization.
The JBANC and its three member
organizations, composed of Estonians
Latvians, and Lithuanians, are writing
to members of Congress, urging them to
demand a full investigation of the
mishandling of the Medvid case.
in a letter to members of Congress,
Mr. Silas writes in part, "15 years ago.
President Nixon, referring to the return
of Lithuanian sailor Simas Kudirka
avowed, '1 can assure you it will never
happen again:' The United States of
American for 190 years has a proud
tradition of providing opportunities for
refugees and guaranteeing their safety,
and we are going to meet that tradition.
"The U.S. government officials who

Ukrainian Weekb

decided to return Mr. Medvid to the
USSR have guaranteed him a 10-year
prison sentence, if not death! The
proposed demotion of the two border
agents is an insult not only to all
Americans but a betrayal of all our
principles of liberty and freedom - the
beacons of hope for the enslaved
peoples of the world. The American
public has common sense and
understands the meaning of the
statement made by Medvid, 'l want to
live in an honest country.' "

USSR calls for
atheists' rights
UNlTED NATlONS - As many
nations talk about the persecution of
religion and faith, the Soviet Union's
representatives are calling for a "struggle
against intolerance to atheism" at the
United Nation's annual debate on
religious discrimination, reported
United Press international
"There should be a struggle against
intolerance of atheism," said vassili
Polichtchouk of Soviet Ukraine. "All
human rights and freedoms should be
assured independently of religious
belief. The concept of freedom of
conscience and religion must also allow
for adherence to an atheistic position, it
would be discriminatory to accept
anything less," Mr. Polichtchouk said.
His comments come in light of the
(Continued on page 13)
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UABA expresses "shock and horror"
on handling of Medvid affair
WASH1NGTON - The Ukrainian
American Bar Association, in a letter to
President Ronald Reagan, has cxpress–
ed its "shock and horror at the manner
in which the Ukrainian sailor, Myroslav
Medvid, was forcibly repatriated to the
Soviet Union."
The UABA's letter, signed by Michael
Waris Jr., vice-president, and Daria
Stec, secretary, also brought to the
president's attention "some of the many
mistakes" made in the handling of the
Medvid case.
The November 14 letter asked the
president to use his contacts during the
Geneva summit "to determine the
present fate of Myroslav Medvid and to
do everything possible to insure his
well-being and that of his parents."
The full text of the letter follows.

As a national organization whose
membership is sworn to uphold the
Constitution and the laws of the United
States, we are obliged to express our
shock and horror at the manner in
which the Ukrainian sailor, Myroslav
Medvid, was forcibly repatriated to the
Soviet Union.
We will not belabor our association's
legal efforts to obtain for Myroslav
Medvid the rights to political asylum
and access to Ukrainian-speaking
lawyers and counsel as guaranteed
under our Constitution, nor will we
restate all the facts involved in this case.
We believe that by now you have been
fully briefed on them.
However, we feel compelled to bring
to your attention some of the many
mistakes made in the handling of the
Medvid case, immigration and Natura–
lization Service officials erred in send–
ing Medvid back after 1NS interpreter
lrenc Padoch told them that he wanted
to stay in the United States. Even
assuming there was a misunderstanding
in translation, the 1NS officials on the

U.S.-Soviet summit
has mixed results
GENEvA - Both President Ronald
Reagan and General Secretary Mikhail
S. Gorbachev walked away from the
Geneva summit last week calling it a
success. Conceding that the leaders did
not produce a "meeting of the minds,"
Mr. Reagan said the talks opened a
"new realism" between the two states.
Mr. Gorbachev, at a news conference
on November 21, said he was optimistic.
"We, too, have fairly well assessed the
realities of the situation. You can see
just how far the militarization of the
economy has proceeded and even politi–
cal thinking along those lines," he said.
"The world is too dangerous to give up
even the slightest chance of correcting,
or redressing the situation of moving
toward more stable and lasting peace,"
Mr. Gorbachev said in his statement to
the press.
Although the leaders were unable to
resolve the questions of human rights,
they were able to reach a general
exchange agreement which will permit
academic, cultural and performing arts
exchanges.
They also set up the North Pacific Air
Safety Agreement which was signed on
November 19 between the two countries
and Japan to improve communications
and cooperation in order to avoid
incidents like the shooting down of the
(Continued on page 11)

scene should have held Medvid at least
overnight and consulted with their
superiors. Neither was done, in viola–
tion of 1NS procedures. Furthermore, if
any doubts existed as to Medvid's
intentions initially, they were erased
when he swam back to shore a second
time, only to be hauled back to the
Soviet ship kicking and screaming.
How could U.S. officials have sent
Medvid back in such circumstances?
U.S. officials claim that these viola–
tions were set straight when, three days
later, the State Department interviewed
Medvid. We disagree, in fact, even from
the scant facts that have become public–
ly available, it is clear that this effort,
too, was bungled.
No one took the time to verify
whether the man being interviewed was
in fact Medvid. Assuming that it was,
Medvid was not provided with a Ukrai–
nian interpreter at this stage, despite the
fact that he had specifically indicated
knowledge of Ukrainian and Polish.He
was refused the legal pro bono represen–
tation that the Ukrainian American Bar
Association offered to provide him.
And, the conclusions of the State
Department psychiatrist who examined
him have no basis in fact. For example,
although Medvid had carefully placed
his personal papers in a jar before his
leap into the Mississippi, the psychia–
trist concluded that Medvid had jump–
ed ship "on impulse." Moreover, al–
though the psychiatrist found that
Medvid was heavily drugged, his family
had been threatened, he had been
coached by Soviet officials, and he had
attempted suicide, the psychiatrist
nevertheless concluded that Medvid
had "clearly and competently" decided
to return to the Soviet Union. Such
conclusions are patently absurd. The
U.S. had a third chance to act properly
- why did they not at least keep
Medvid and treat him until the effects
of the drugs had worn off?
Moreover, there appears to be a
growing perception on the part of the
general public that the handling of the
Medvid matter by the Department of
State and 1NS was a product of a deal
between the United States and the
Soviet government to preserve a "warm"
atmosphere for your upcoming summit
meeting or to protect the U.S.-Soviet
grain trade. Seaman Medvid is per–
ceived to have been a sacrificial lamb on
the altar of "good" American — Soviet
relations, if this perception were to
prevail, it would seriously compromise
your administration's credibility. We
wholeheartedly support your indicated
intention to take strong action to dispel
this growing perception by a full investi–
gation of the circumstances of the
Medvid affair and of the officials
responsible for mishandling it.
We request, and we know that you
share our desires, Mr. President, to
shelter Myroslav Medvid and his family
from likely prosecution in the Soviet
Union. This very unfortunate young
man almost obtained the liberty which
the United States represents to the rest
of the world. His failure to obtain
freedom from Soviet oppression under
such disastrous circumstances, now
known to the entire world, sullies our
image greatly.
To the extent that it is possible for the
United States to regain some respect in
this matter, we urge you, in the name of
humanity, to use your contacts with the
Soviet officials in Gerieva to determine
the present fate of Myroslav Medvid
and to do everything possible to insure
his well-being and that of his parents.
(Continued on page 13)
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Deschenes ruling on legality
and advisability of trip
Justice Jules Deschenes has de– once has the admissibility of Sovietcided that his Commission of inquiry supplied evidence been questioned;
on War Criminals will gather evi– its weight depended on factors which
dence abroad, including the Soviet varied, as could be expected, from
Union and Poland, ha 47-page report case to case.
Given the positive answer to the
released on November 14. the head of
the one-man commission concluded two questions of legality and advisa–
that it is legalfor the investigation to bility, the commission has stressed
seek such evidence abroad.
certain circumstances;
a) Some basic precautions must
The following are excerpts from
be taken.
Judge Deschenes'decision.
b) it must be recalled that this is
Two questions are examined by an inquiry, not a trial.
c) The commissioner himself
the commission: the legality and the
advisability of hearing foreign evi– should not take part in the hearing of
evidence
abroad.
dence.
d) The process is subordinated to
the constraints of time.
On legality
Given the positive conclusions
The power is clear under the law, which the commission has reached
on
the questions of legality and
the constitution and the practice.
The challenge under section s. 7 advisability, it must be stressed that
(fundamental justice), 15 (equality) the commission is mindful of the
and 24 (exclusion of evidence) under following circumstances:
a) The parties are all agreed that
the Canadian Charter of Rights and
some basic precautions must be
Freedoms, fails.
taken, for instance:
. i) protection of reputations
On advisability
through confidentiality;
ii) independent interpreters;
This has been the main debate,
iii) access to original documents;
concentrated on the question of
iv) access to witnesses' previous
evidence from Eastern Bloc coun–
statements;
tries.
v) freedom of examination of
Sixteen participants have strongly
argued against; but seven have witnesses in agreement with Cana–
dian
rules of evidence;
argued equally strongly in favor.
vi) videotaping of such exami–
The submissions against the recep–
tion of Eastern Bloc evidence were nations.
The commission concurs in those
founded mainly on distrust of the
Soviet system and the necessity of conditions and will insist that they be
accepted
and observed. Failure to
not giving legitimacy to the Soviet
agree ought then to be considered as
political and legal organization.
The submissions in favor took the a refusal to cooperate with Canadian
view that the commission must go justice.
b) it must be recalled - though it
where the evidence is, i.e. Eastern
Europe, that Soviet-supplied evi– was so stated earlier - that this is an
dence was accepted inNuremberg,in inquiry, not a trial. There are
the U.S.A. and in Canada and that allegations, some more serious than
the Canadian judicial system can sort others, but no charge against
anybody. To use the very words of
out good evidence from bad.
The commission has answered the the inquiries Act, the commission
question in the affirmative for, has not yet resolved to allege any
among others, the following reasons: "charge of misconduct" against
a) The expediency of hearing anybody; s. 13 of the act is r.ot
foreign evidence was foreseen when invoked at this time. The commission
the commission was set up and it was is merely pursuing its investigative
work through examining documents
left to the commission's judgment.
b) Thecommission must hear all and witnesses. The action remains
the same: it only moves from one
available evidence.
c) Assessment of evidence is a theater to another.
c) The submissions which the
current judicial exercise.
d) Reasons of policy concerning commission has heard have however
the Soviet legal and political system convinced it that the commissioner
himself should not take part in the
do not resist critical examination.
e) Two recent West German judg– hearing of evidence abroad.
in spite of the spirit of cooperation
ments have based in part the convic–
tions of war criminals on Soviet- which the comity of nations would
no doubt instill into the minds of the
supplied evidence.
0 A detailed analysis of 18 Ameri– foreign authorities who would agree
can war criminal cases shows that not
(Continued on page 11)

UACCouncil holds post-convention meeting
JERSEY C1TY, N.J. - The newly
elected presidium of the Ukrainian
American Coordinating Council held
its first post-convention meeting here
on November 20.
The meeting was presided over by
UCCCouncil President John Flis, who
summarized the events of the October
19-20 convention in Philadelphia and
discussed plans for meetings in the near
future.
The presidium decided to convene a
meeting of the entire executive
committee on December 7, as well as a
meeting of both the National Council
ana executive on February І, 1986.

- The presidium members also
discussed recent events involving
Ukrainian sailor Myroslav Medvid, his
failed attempts at defection, his return
to Soviet custody by U.S. authorities, as
well as the Ukrainian American
community's activities in his behalf.
Myron Kuropas, public relations
director, represented the UACCouncil
in New Orleans during the Medvid
crisis.
The December 7 meeting of the
executive committee will be held at 10
a.m. at the offices of the Ukrainian
National Association in Jersey Citv,
N.J.
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1,000 percent rent increase will force Arka to close
by Christine Demkowych
NEW YORK - The gentrification
problem currently plaguing most lowincome neighborhoods in New York
City has caused the demise of yet
another Ukrainian shop in the East
village, known to most New Yorkers as
"Little Ukraine." This time, because of a
staggering rent increase of 1000 percent,
Arka book store owners Jaroslav Pa–
stushenko and Roman Porytko will-be
forced to close their shop of 35 years on
January l of next year. The shop is
currently located on Seventh Street,
between First and Second avenues.
"Out of the blue one day, and 1 might
add, several months before our five-year
contract expired, the owner announced
that she was raising our rent from S300
to 53,000," laments Mr. Pastushenko.
He adds that it wasn't until the original
owner passed away in April of 1984 that
the daughter, Mechele Plotkin, took
over the business and began causing all
the problems.
"We tried to compromise, but none of
our requests seemed to interest her,"

Mr. Pastushenko explains. "All she
kept telling us is that landlords on Fifth
Avenue are charging S30 a square foot.
She also said that she was perfectly
entitled to raise the rent as much'as she
wanted."
But according to Ms. Plotkin; Mr.
Pastushenko "did not want to negotiate
with us. He never came through with an
offer." She contends that it was only
after the "contract expired in December
of 1984 fliat the court directed Mr.
Pastushenko to pay an amount which
equalled the"market value of his-store.
The agreed-upon rental increase extended Arka's stay by one year, і
During this period, Arka's owners
were required to begin paying a rental
increase of Si,000 in July of 1985. in
August, the monthly rent rose by
another S500, an amount that was
payed for the following six months,
until the day Arka would have to
evacuate the premises.
When asked why he never purchased
the building which houses his store, said
to be the only protection for com–
mercial tenants, Mr. Pastushenko'says

Pursuit of Nazi war criminals
discussed at MENSA meeting

Helena Kozak (standing) speaks at MENSA panelon pursuit of Nazi war criminals
in the United States.

PHILADELPHIA

-Human

Rights in the '80s
Pursuit of Nazi
Criminals in the United Stales" was the
featured topic of discussion at the 1985
Regional Gathering of the Delaware
valley MENSA. an international nonprofit organization of intellectuals, held
here on October 25-27.
The featured guest speaker, attorney
Neal Sher, director of the Office of
Special investigations (OS1). was un–
able to attend due to a conflict in
schedule, but three other panelists
proceeded with the 90-minute session.
Mr. Sher had made arrangements to
attend, but one week before the event
indicated that he might not be able to
participate.
Attorneys John Rogers Carroll and
David Springer, and Ukrainian com–
munity activist Helena Kozak. presi–
dent of Americans Against Defama–
tion of Ukrainians, described pending
OS1 cases from their different perspec–
tives, while Andrij Szul.a lawyer active
in civil rights and international law
matters, acted as chairman of the
session.
Mr. Springer spoke of the background and the formation of the OS1.
the guarantees provided citizens under
the U.S. Constitution and the historical
abuses of constitutional privileges. He
described some of the inequities he has
encountered in trying to secure consti–
tutional rights and the protection ol due
process of law for a defendant in an OSl
case.
Ms. Kozak discussed the role and the

power ol the KGB in the Soviet judicial
system and in Soviet society, and
quoted from Soviet publications which
detailed the importance of the KGB in
the cases prosecuted by the OSl. She
questioned the ethics and morality
that would allow any government
agency to, work with the KGB. lnforma–
tion packets were distributed to the
seminar attendees.
Mr. Carroll described how these
denaturalization and deportation cases
arc being tried in U.S. courts, what
types of procedures are followed and
the difficulties that attorneyes face in
building up a defense for their clients
accused of war crimes. He said lawyers
are unable to visit the scene of the
alleged crime, cannot call potentially
favorable witnesses in the Soviet Union
lor fear of what the KGB would do to
them, are prevented from adequately
cross-examining witnesses by the Soviet
procurator who presides over the videotaping of depositions in the Soviet
Union, and prevented from studying
Soviet archives and doing independent
research.
This was the first time the topic of
Nazi-hunting by the OSl was discussed
at a MENSA meeting in the Delaware
valley, a region which encompasses
Philadelphia and surrounding counties,
northeastern Pennsylvania, and central
and southern New Jersey.
MENSA's membership is comprised
of individuals who have qualified in the
top 2-pcrcentile nationally on standar–
dized intelligence tests.

Jaroslav Pastushenko (left) and Roman Porytko, in their shop with a customer.
the initial asking price "many years ago"
of 5250,000 was much too high. "Buying
such a ruin would have created lots of
trouble." he confides, noting that tenants
in the building have been on strike for
the last 10 years, because that is the
length of time there has not been any
heat in the building.
For both Mr. Pastushenko and Mr.
Porytko, the closing of theirstore. which
has a large mail-order business in addi–
tion to walk-in customers, represents
the cessation of a very important
part of the Ukrainian community.
"At present, there is no other
business such as ours in New York. Our
store may not have been the most
profitable of businesses, but it served
the good of the community. Where else
can you get Ukrainian books on virtual–
ly any subject imagineable?" asks Mr.
Pastushenko. pointing out that once the
store closes, both he and Mr. Porytko
will retire.
"At least until the day when we're
able to find another suitable space where
we can re-open the shop," adds Mi.
Porytko. At this time, however, the
prospect of opening another Arka in the
neighborhood looks bleak, due to the
widespread rental increases sweeping
"Little Ukraine."
The backbone of the neighborhood is
along Second Avenue, from East
Fourth Street to East 14th Street, with
the heart of the community on East
Seventh Street and portions stretching
from Cooper Union to Avenue A.
Both Mr. Pastushenko and Mr.
Porytko emigrated from Europe to the
Lower East Side in 1949, along with the
thousands of other Ukrainians who
came to the United States as a result of
the Displaced Persons Act of 1948. At
the time, manv of the Ukrainian im–

migrants moved into the cramped
tenement buildings and accepted menial
jobs to provide their children with
greater opportunities in the new coun–
try. A few dozen of the more businessminded Ukrainians opened their own
restaurants, taverns, travel agencies,
gift shops, meat markets and general
merchandise stores.
Having had the experience of work–
ing in a Ukrainian publishing company
in Lviv and later in Germany, Mr.
Pastushenko in 1950 decided to open a
book store with Mr. Porytko, who
expressed an interest in the field. The
store was initially stocked with
over 500 books, which Mr. Pastu–
shenko brought with him from Europe,
it wasn't long before the store was not
only publishing and selling books, but
also producing records and selling other
goods such as stationery, cards, import–
ed fabric, embroidery thread, mushrooms, honey, perfume, and a wide
range of newspapers and magazines.
Noting that he will spend a large
portion of his days in retirement com–
pleting a special printing press, one
which he has been perfecting for the
past 30 years, Mr. Pastushenko says it is
unfortunate that no one from the
younger Ukrainian generation was
willing to take over his business when he
had considered selling it four years ago.
"This is the problem with Ukrainian
youth today. They're losing interest in
the community. And not only arc few of
them actively involved, an even lesser
number of them are spending the time
to read Ukrainian books. Pretty soon
they might even forget how to speak the
language. І strongly urge the leaders of
our community to try to stop the decay
of our community right here in New
York as well as our heritage."

Obituary

The Rev. Bohdan volosin, Kerhonkson pastor
KERHONKSON, NY. - The Rev.
Dr. Bohdan volosin, pastor of the Holy
Trinity Ukrainian Catholic Church for
five years died here Thursday, Novem–
ber 14, following a long heart illness. He
was 71 years old.
Born on May 19. 1914, in Galicia,
the Rev. volosin and his family left that
region at the onset of World War 1 and
moved to the city of Khust. There, the
Rev. volosin finished his elementary
and secondary education and then left
for Rome to study for the priesthood.
During World War 11, after the
Soviets invaded western Ukraine, the
Rev. volosin was arrested and spent
several months in prison. He escaped and.
knowing ltalian. succeeded in joining a
group of ltalian prisoners returning to
their homeland. The Rev. X'olosin
ieturned to Rome and woikcd in the

vatican library, where he finished his
doctorate in library science.
The Rev. volosin came to the United
States in 1946 and served parishes in
Pennsylvania and later in Maryland, in
1949, he became pastor at St. Nicholas
Church in Watervliet, N.Y. in that same
year, he was named dean of the Albany
regio.n. He served in Watervliet for 30
years.
Because of a heart ailment, the Rev.
volosin was transferred to the Holy
Trinity Church in Kerhonkson, N.Y.,in
1979, where his pastoral duties were
easier.
The funeral took place November 19
at St. Nicholas Church in Watervliet.
The Rev. volosin left his estate to the
seminary fund of St. Basil's Seminary in
Stamford. Conn.
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interview: Christina Pochmursky, one of Canadian ТУ journalism's best
our tale of woe...our sorrow is just as big as everybody reporters or whatever.
Now unfortunately, that's what you've got there:
else's, and give us recognition for our pain."
І think that's a very commendable character, trait, you've got a lot of people who don't know a lot of
but it doesn't give you a lot of publicity and somewhere history. There's a shocking block hole in the education
WEEKLY: At one of the Ukrainian conferences you've got to find the line where you have a kind of
of a lot of very important, powerful media people in
here in Toronto you spoke about what it was like to publicity that gives you recognition so that you don4 this country and 1 guess everything else. You assume
grow up in a Ukrainian environment. You said, for go into extinction.
that people who are reporters are really well educated
instance, that your mother always hoped that you
But, on the other hand, you d!on't necessarily want or have a really strong background, and that's only
would marry a Ukrainian doctor or lawyer.
to be known — you know, the squeekv v heel gets the partly true.
grease — you don't always want to be known as the
This business - because of its format — increases a
POCHMURSKY: 1 don't know whether she squeekv wheel because that's,not particularly an
kind of superficiality. So you may have an editor or a
wanted me to marry a Ukrainian doctor or lawyer. She attractive way to be either.
reporter who gives those sort of funny lines: "Oh, there
wanted me to be sale and secure. And 1 think that
1 think, for example, that a lot of hay can be made
are war criminals and these guys are German and
happens to a lot ol immigrants...when they've come to
this country and they've gone through a war, or they've
gone through tremendous displacement.
My parents were in Ukraine and then all of a sudden
І think outrage 4 - especially when you've got a legitimate
they were in Germany during the war, if you've had
bombs raining on your head for three years — and you
cause — is one jof the ways that any group gains respect
come to a country where you don't know the language
and you have to start from scratch - there's a natural
and gains powe!'f. ... You can't be passive. You can either
instinct to want to settle down and achieve something.
But the achievement should be something material
act in a preventive or after-the-fact way.
and stable, like real estate and some money in the bank
and a position in society, because you've just had all
those things taken away from you. And it's a real
normal and understandable impulse.
they're also Ukrainian...well is there really any
out of Ukrainian dissidents, lfi'you want romantic,
difference, and we don't really have enough time or
And 1 think that's what happened to a lot of sort, of revolutionary-type people...it's almost like
enough perspective to really find out, so we send out a
Ukrainians who came to Canada. They came here and someone should write a screenplay about a Ukrainian
story which makes a kind of blurring in the public's
their immediate sense was let's get established again dissident. That's how culturesj;promote their own
mind."
and let's establish in a way that doesn't make waves... concerns — by creating heroic characters and hanging
And that's unfortunate, because what you've got to
a
kind
of
respect
and
admiration
for
what
they're
that is the least possible road of resistance. So let's
fight it with are some kind of facts. And 1 think that's
send our kinds to school - 1 think that there is this trying to achieve through that one personality. And І
one thing where the Ukrainian community has
tremendous sense in most immigrant families that think that someone should writej'a screenplay or song
responded. They said, "Hey hold it, what are you
education is going to be the way out of squalor and or somehow create either a fictiohal dissident or a real
oblivion. And educa'tion into professional classes,— one and go with that idea.
doing here?"
j
which perhaps the parents never had to achieve at
And 1 think that media really responds. They do
І think the things that are commendable about
home — 1 think that that's commendable again. And 1 Ukrainians are the ways they resist power. Look at
respond in the sense that if you give them corrections
think that we need dentists and 1 think we need doctors what happened with Solidarity;iin Poland. 1 mean
they will say "Oh, we didn4 know." And, unfortu–
and 1 think we need laywets.
nately, sometimes those corrections don't find the
that's the kind of publicity you !heed - you need a
prominence of the original headlines, it's a big
But unfortunately those are also positions in society Lech Walesa that is going to stipd up to the power
problem you have.
even
though
he's
ultimately
going
to
be
defeated.
which have no power to change it or to give it a voice. 1
І think that's what happened here. 1 think there
it's through this sort of charsimjitic labor leader that
mean you can be drilling away and you can do a lot of
was an outrage from the community, and 1 think that's
good for society as a dentist and you can use your creates it. Somebody has got to jdo it in Ukraine, or
respected. І think that when the community rises up
profits that you make from that career to buy lots of somebody has to do it from here and sell it to
and says "We're offended, we're insulted, how dare
apartment blocks and feel very comfortable. But, in a Hollywood, and suddenly we'll all know what's
sense, you never really challenge anything and you happening.
you,"
that's a healthy reaction rather than just sitting
j
never really have a chance to be creative or expressive.
1 mean, unfortunately, that's thjj way to do it. That's there and saying "Oh, well, 1 guess thay got it wrong
again."
Now the roots that challenge the system - whether why artistic things can be as powerful as a clip on
1 think outrage — especially when you've got a
they are artistic ones OP whether through journalism television and a news clip from a:politician.
legitimate cause - is one of the ways that any group
or politics - don't yield the same monetary awards as
gains
respect and gains power. l'm sure that a lot of
WEEKLY: We're getting into How the media deals
quickly, so you're not going to have that establishment
with issues. Asa person involved yirith television news, Ukrainian leaders still feel somehow victimized by
feeling.
those reports that made those suggestions that every
І think that a lot of Ukrainian parents are afraid and do you think ТУ news does a good job in covering
Ukrainian was a war criminal or that there were whole
would rather have their children established and fairly issues? For example, there are limitations such as
wealthy and comfortable than powerful. But 1 think having to say everything in a 90-second clip.
(Continued on page 12)
that's where they make the mistake; 1 think that's the
POCHMURSKY: Within the liiiiits 1 think most of
peasant mentality, if you've got your little plot of land
and you've got the little bit that belongs to you, you the time it's pretty fair, if you have.good reporters and
can endure and survive. But unfortunately, you can't a good- station 1 think it's very possible, to cover the
change things and you can't exert any kind of basics in a one-hour show. Now all l'm saying is the
influence. And that's the problem because you have to basics.
'' take risks to change things and people who just want to
You have to respect the fact that you're not doing
survive don't take risks." it's kind of a mind-set.
everything, if p eople want to kndvv more they either
have to read or watch shows likej"Nightline" (ABC–
WEEKL Y: Do you think this mind set might have ТУ). A good newscast is like the scaffolding when you
something to do with the difficulty the Ukrainian , build a house: you have to fill in all the other stuff.
1 make public'speeches olten,and one ol the things 1
community has in gaining recognition or advancing
do is called "Television News H -not a Spectator
certain'political goals?
Sport." І don't think news is something that you're
POCHMURSKY: Well, yes, sure 1 think that. As spoon-fed...like you just sort of sit there like a dope
far as 1 can tell - and 1 only know this from my uncles and stutl comes at you as if sorjjeone's giving you
;'
and this little group of people 1 know in Toronto andl pablum.
1 think that if people want jp be responsible
don't really know them well, so 1 only get the buzz of
hearsay — they seem to struggle so hard for powe!r consumers of news then it's up to pqople to add on and
amongst themselves. So you-11 have all these little investigate further on their own, whether it's reading a
groups and they're all sort of tussling horns arid couple of extra magazines a week; that will fill in on
locking horns that they use up all their energy try ing to issues - because you can't get enough from just that
make points against the l"ttle groups - the fragments. minute and a half and you can'ti call yourself wellAnd somehow, by the time the dust has settled and the informed or intelligent if that's all you're living on.
"A newscast is like sugar and wartf: you can get basic
feathers have all fallen down - after the barnyard
squabble - they haven't even come near to approach– energy from it, but you need protein, too, if you're
ing the rest of society. І think they get lost on small going to live. І think the protein co;mes from thinking
!j
points and they don't have a unified presentation to more and reading more.
the media or to the rest of society.
WEEKLY: There's been a lot У concern in the
Again, you know, 1 don't think Ukrainians - and 1
think this is a commendable thing about Ukrainians as - Ukrainian community about the.fanadian media's
a whole...it works against them but it's part of then- coverage of the Deschenes Commission investigation
character - is that they're not complainers. They of war criminals. How would you rate the media's
І
don't sort ol belly-ache and they don't like to bring up coverage of this issue?
their griefs -and all their woes in a public forum.
POCHMURSKY: 1 think that's unfortunate. 1
They're very self-contained and proud people, and
they don't necessarilly think that you should be think that one ol the things that you're lighting against
Christina Pochmursky, ТУ anchorperson
parading around with placards and saying: "Listen to is some basic ignorance on the part of editors or
by Mykhailo Bociurkiw
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Faces and Places
by Myron B. Kuropas

The Deschenes decision
Heroism and cynicism in New Orleans
When the Deschenes inquiry into the presence of Nazi war criminals in
Canada announced that it would seek documents and testimony in the Soviet
Union, the way in which Canada's Ukrainian community reacted left much to
be desired.
The mere possibility of such a trip set off alarm bells in the board rooms of
Ukrainian community organizations across the country when it was first
reported last summer. Since that time, groups of Ukrainians have scrambled
to convince all Canadians that the trip isn't such a good idea. Groups of
Ukrainians have understandably argued that the Soviets would attempt to
fabricate evidence implicating Eastern European immigrants in war crimes in
order to smear emigre communities in the West.
To be sure, Ukrainian and other groups opposed to the trip, have had to put
up with a lot of opposition. For the most part, the Canadian media has
supported arguments put forth by Jewish groups that the Deschenes
Commission should do everything in its power to identify war criminals living
in Canada, including accepting Soviet-supplied evidence and testimony.
We fully agree with the Ukrainian community's assertion that Sovietsupplied evidence would be tainted. We also support the view that the
commission has a duty to pursue individuals suspected of committing war
crimes and recommend ways of bringing them to justice.
But there is reason to be concerned over the Ukrainian community's
approach to bringing its concerns to the fore.
First of all, we think it is imprudent for the Ukrainian Canadian
Committee's Civil Liberties Commission to boast about how much money
has been collected and the number of MP's and senators that have jumped on
the Ukrainian community's bandwagon. Sure, it's laudable that the CLC has
set a 52 million budget and that some two dozen MPs have gone on record as
opposing the trip.
But that kind of news has sent several of Canada's reporters and editorial
writers into a-frenzy. The community's campaign has been presented in the
media as a"S2million anti-Deschenes campaign"and it increases the chances
of the Ukrainian and Jewish communities of coming into open conflict with
each other.
We suggest that the community adopt a more sophisticated approach in its
lobbying effort. There's no reason to muse out loud about how much money is
flowing into the Ukrainian .Canadian Committee's coffers nor how many
politicians object to the commission going to the Soviet Union in search of
evidence.
The Ukrainian community needs to demonstrate that Canada's 600,000
Ukrainians have nothing against Jules Deschenes — one of the most
respected jurists in the country.
Additionally, it is vital that the various and diverse groups involved in this
issue continue to work together and avoid speaking in many voices. There are
already rumblings about the Ukrainian Canadian Committee handling of this
issue.
The UCC is the recognized umbrella organization of Canada's
Ukrainian community and forming splinter groups or complaining in
public will do little to improve the comcnunity's image.
it is abundantly clear that the Deschenes inquiry is far from over, if and
when evidence is brough back to Canada from behind the iron Curtain, the
community must be prepared to propose an effective and acceptable way of
ensuring that all of it is credible.
individuals in the Ukrainian community who are knowledgeable about the
participation of Ukrainians in World War 11 need to volunteer to separate
fact from fiction for reporters and the public-at-large.
Now that the Deschenes Commission has decided to proceed, one hopes
that the commission will do everything in its power to assure Ukrainian and
other East European groups that all evidence will have to stand up to the most
stringent legal tests
Moreover, it is essential that cooperation among Ukrainian groups
increase so that rumblings and jealousies not develop into open hostility. Too
much is at stake for all Ukrainians to let this happen.

NOTICE TO PUBLISHERS
AND AUTHORS
it is The Ukrainian Weekly's policy to run news items andlor reviews
of newly published books, booklets and reprints, as well as records
and premiere issues of periodicals, only after receipt by the editorial
offices of a copy of the material in question.
News items sent without a copy of the new release will not be
published.
Send new releases and information (where publication may be purchased, cost, etc.) to: The Editor, The Ukrainian Weekly, 3oMontgomerySt, Jersey City, N.J. 07302.
' )

Wherever 1 travel in the United States
these days, Ukrainian Americans con–
tinue to voice their outrage over the way
Myroslav Medvid, the would-be defec–
tor from Soviet Ukraine, was handled
by the White House.
This anger is justified and will not be
assuaged by the "disciplining" of a few
low-level federal bureaucrats who are
being scapegoated for decisions made at
the highest level, or by the opening of an
American Consulate in Kiev.
Both President Ronald Reagan and
vice-President George Bush were aware
of the circumstances surrounding the
Medvid debacle. Neither, it appears,
made a move to save the Ukrainian
seaman. The White House kept insist–
ing "the matter is closed."

Another heroic seivicc was pcrlorm–
ed by our media. CBS, NBC and ABC
kept the Medvid story alive for over a
week, reinforcing efforts by Congress
and Ukrainian American activists to do
the same. Chicago's television stations
deserve special kudos in this regard,
because all three networks sent com–
mentators and camera crews down to
New Orleans to record the activities of
the large Chicago contingent. Much
credit for the extraordinary coverage we
received belongs to the Rev. Peter
Galadza, chairman of the recently
formed Ukrainian American Justice
Committee, who kept the media informed of our plans. There were times
when we could hardly turn around in
New Orleans without someone pushing
a microphone in our faces.

Ukrainian American anger will not
abate until there is a complete investiga–
tion of this squalid affair from its
hopeful beginning to its tragic end. Only
then will our community be assured that
the outrages perpetrated against Mr.
Medvid will never be repeated.

American newspapers (with the notable exception of The New York
Times) and various newspaper colum–
nists were generally supportive of
Myroslav Medvid.

Significantly, most of those who
criticized the way the government
handled Myroslav Medvid were Re–
publicans. і nank God we have people
in Congress who have the courage to
stand up for their beliefs even when
their actions may be against the wishes
ui a president і і о т theii own party.

"How can the United States pretend
to speak for the freedom of mankind,"
Mr. Pruden asked, ''when it won't
guarantee the freedom of one desperate
man on American soil?"
That's a question Ukrainian Ameri–
cans will bcaskingthemselvesforalong
time to come.

"Something truly smells about the saga
of the young Ukrainian sailor who fled
Although there were many villains
his Soviet freighter in the Mississippi
(some in three-piece pin-striped suits,
River," declared a Chicago Sun-Times
others in judicial robes) who fought to
editorial.
prevent Mr. Medvid from regaining his
freedom on American soil, they were
"There must be a full U.S. investiga–
outnumbered by the heroes. The execu– tion into the circumstances surrounding
tive and judicial branches of govern– this incident," the Sun-Times concluded,
ment, it seems were really out of step a echoing Ukrainian American senti–
with the sentiments of Congress and the ment. "What is the reason for this foulAmerican people when it came to up on our part? Different'languages?
Myroslav Medvid.
The system? incompetence? Orders?
Summit fever? Just another foreigner?
First among all of the heroes, of All of the above excuses or just one or
course, was Myroslav Medvid himself, two of them? Even one is not good
it took inordinate courage to jump ship enough."
twice, swim through treacherous
Writing in the Wall Street Journal,
Mississippi River undercurrents and
seek asylum. Although he experienced Richard Cohen labeled the Medvid
tremendous personal injury, and will no affair "a conspiracy of cynicism." in life,
doubt suffer more in the future, Myro– wrote Mr. Cohen, timing is everything.
slav Medvid probably did more to "Had he tMedvidj chosen to jump ship
familiarize Americans with Ukrainians just a year earlier when the president
and their aspirations than any other was seeking re-election, he would have
individual in our history, ironically, been jetted, dripping wet if necessary, to
Mr. Medvid may never know how much a Rose Garden meeting with the Gipper–
his single heroic act contributed to the in-Chief. But the president's eye is now
on the judgement of history, not reUkrainian cause.
election, and history, alas, cares nothing
Ukrainian Americans should never
about the fate of a single sailor."
forget that it was the U.S. Congress that
Reflecting on both the Medvid and
came to Mr. Medvid's assistance. Two
separate hearings were held in the Simas Kudirka cases. New York Daily
News
columnist Lars-Erik Nelson wrote
Senate and one was held in the House.
Sens. Gordon Humphrey (R-N.H.) and that what hurt the most was the "reaii–
Jesse Helms (R-N.C.), neither of whom zation that we allowed fellow human
has a sizeable Ukrainian population in beings to be confined in Soviet custody
his state, led the fight in the Senate, while on American soil. We let a man sit
while Reps. Tom Lantos (R-Calif.)and in a KGB psychiatric cell in the middle
Don Ritter (R-Pa.) were leading the of Mark Twain's Mississippi River."
charge in the House. Rep. William S.
Writing in the Washington Times,
Broomfield (R-Mich.) spoke out on the
House floor ("While the summit is near columnist Wesley Pruden suggested
we must not allow the Soviet bear to that "the government functionaries and
intimidate us") and, along with Sen. bureaucrats who dispatched Myroslav
Bob Dole (R-Kansas) spoke with Presi– Medvid to hell ought to be horsewhipped and then cashiered."
dent Reagan on Mr. Medvid's behalf.
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The Medvid

episode:

by Rep. Fred J. Ecltert
in the early evening of October 24. on board the
Soviet grain freighter Marshal Koniev, docked in the
Mississippi River just outside New Orleans, a 25-yearold Ukrainian seaman approached the ship's rail and
' looked down.
He was standing 40 feet above the river, it was dark,
stormy and raining.
Myroslav Medvid was ready to jump ship and defect
to America. He was wearing short pants, a sweater and
tennis shoes. He held a container protecting personal
papers valuable to him.
He jumped, from three stories high, into deep,
turbulent water. The shore was more than the length of
a football field away. He struggled to reach American
soil. He struggled to reach freedom.
Myroslav Medvid reached American soil. He did
not reach freedom.
Five days later Anatoly Dobrynin, the Soviet
ambassador, emerged from a meeting"with Secretary
of State George Shultz at the State Department to tell
reporters: "it's settled. He's coming home."
One persistent reporter asked: "if Seaman Medvid
really wanted to return to the Soviet Union, why did he
jump ship and why did he do so many other things that
so clearly indicated he wanted to defect?"
Mr. Dobrynin said: "1 am not a sailor." Then he
chuckled. And then he turned his back and walked
awav.
For the Soviet ambassador, the sad case of the
Ukrainian seaman is something to laugh about. But
for young Myroslav Medvid, his life has turned into a
nightmare, a nightmare inflicted upon him by the
incompetence and insensitivity of low-level U.S.

7

SUNPAY, DECEMBER I , 1985

a case of American

honor lost

officials. A nightmare caused by the feeble fears and
For reasons that have yet to be explained, U.S.
limp leadership of high-level U.S. government ' Border Patrol officials told two employees of
officials.
- Universal Shipping Agencies, the private shipping
After Mr. Medvid jumped ship and swam to shore,
company that serviced the Soviet ship, to turn Mr.
he encountered Joseph and Wayne Wyman in the
Medvid back to the Soviets. The two men hired a
parking lot of their jewelry store. The Wymans say he
launch and set off for the ship. Raymond Guthrie, the
was very excited and nervous, and that he kept looking
launch pilot, said: "1 felt sorry for the seaman. He was
over his shoulder to see if he was being followed. The
kicking and screaming. He didn't want to go back."
Wymans and Mr. Medvid could not understand
And Mr. Medvid ran his fingers across his throat —a
anything they said to each other.
gesture indicating he feared harm would come to him.
The Wymans guessed Mr. Medvid might be Russian
When the launch came abreast the Soviet ship at
and concluded that they were witnessing an attempted
about 2 a.m., a Soviet officer spoke to Mr. Medvid.
defection. They also concluded that he was asking
The seaman became even more frightened. He again
them to take him to the police. Wayne Wyman drove
dived into the river and swam to shore. Soviet officers
him to a police station. Mr. Medvid was so grateful that
and the two U.S. shipping-company employees

Somewhere out on the high seas the Marshal Koniev is carrying Ukrai–
nian Seaman Myroslav Medvid to the hell that awaits him back in the
Soviet Union. The ship is also carrying away a full load of American
grain. And pieces of America's reputation, pride and honor.

he tried to kiss Wayne's hand.
The police took Mr. Medvid to the Harbor Police,
who in turn handed him over to the Border Patrol, a
part of the U.S. immigration and Naturalization
Service. The police say Mr. Medvid smiled and
laughed and seemed very happy.
The Border Patrol set up a three-way telephone
interview with Mr. Medvid, a Border Patrol agent and
irene Padoch, a New York-based translator who
works part time for the 1NS. She is the only American
ever to have spoken with the Ukrainian seaman in
Rep. Fred J. Eckert is a Republican from the 30th Ukrainian. She has testified that she told officials at
Congressional District in New York. He served as U.S. the scene that Mr. Medvid said he didn't want to
ambassador to Fiji in 1982 to 1984. The article above return to the ship and did want political asylum, it is
appeared in the November 21 issue of The Wall Street standard 1NS procedure to tape and transcribe such a
Journal, and it is reprinted here with the congress- sensitive conversation --but it was notdone in this case,
man 's permission.
conversation - but it was not done in this case.

grabbed him. Mr. Medvid screamed, kicked, punched
and bit, but he couldn't get free. They handcuffed him,
with handcuffs that had been turned over to these
private citizens — and, it turns out, to Soviet
authorities, too — by the U.S. Border Patrol. Mr.
Medvid then began to bang his head against rocks
along the shore. He was overpowered again. Finally, he
was returned to the Marshal Koniev.
Under well-established U.S. government procedure,
Mr. Medvid should have been detained for several
days until he had time to complete all necessary
interviews and applications. But he wasn't.
No Soviet ship sails abroad without KGB agents on
board. Now the KGB was free to interrogate and
intimidate the young sailor. Free to threaten him with
retaliation against family and friends. Free to do
(Continued on page 10)

Hunting Nazis : Soviet evidence cannot be trusted
by Ron vastokas

During his recent trip to the Soviet Union, External
Affairs Minister Joe Clark asked a senior official in
Kiev if a Ukrainian national held in a labor camp for
40 years might be released tojoin his family in Canada.
The official got angry and told Mr. Clark that the man
was in prison for crimes against the state, that his
future was a matter for the people's court to decide
and. besides, "how many war criminals... have been
prosecuted in Canada, despite...requests for extradi–
tion?"
The notion that the West harbors thousands of war
criminals is commonplace in the Soviet press, lzvestia,
the state newspaper, says (February 26, Ї983) that
"foreign jurists were given evidentiary material...
concerning no less than 70.000 Nazis," but that this
evidence, gathered by the Committee for State
Security, the KGB, was hardly ever used.
Since Ottawa's Commission of inquiry on (Nazi)
War Criminals began its hearings in'April, that Soviet
"evidentiary material" has become the subject of a
major controversy, it has been impugned as highly
questionable and politically motivated. A heated
debate has also been going on in the United States,
where the Office of Special investigations (OS!) has
been using Soviet-supplied evidence in its denaturah–
xation cas :s against alleged Nazis. Now that there have
been calls for a Canadian version of the OS1. and our
commission is thinking about using Soviet evidence,
the lessons of the American experience are worth
looking at.
in January 1980. Allan Ryan and Walter Rockier,
former directors of the special investigations office,
went to Moscow and struck an agreement to use
Soviet testimony in American courts. They asked the
Soviets to provide documents and permit witnesses to

1

travel to the U.S. to testify. Although the Soviets said
there would be "no objection"to this arrangement, the
office had to settle for what Mr. Ryan calls an
"acceptable substitute," the videotaping of depositions
in USSR courtrooms. The Soviets have not allowed a
single witness to testify in the United States.
The target of the investigation, іл-the United States
and in Canada, is the same: persons from Eastern
European countries that are now occupied by the
Soviet Union, in the 26 active OS1 cases, all but two of
the defendants are from Eastern Europe, in Canada,
"most, if not all, the persons against whom accusations
have been made came originally from Eastern
Europe," says a Cabinet task force report on Alleged
War Criminals in Canada (1981).
To get a full perspective on this issue, however, it is
not enough to ask how the arrangements made in

the state dictate all of the ... work in the search for war
criminals" (February 25, 1983). For all practical
purposes, it is the current ideology and the ruling party,
not the merits of the case, that dictate its eventual
outcome. That is why the Soviet courts, since October
1917, have not acquitted anyone arraigned on political
charges. An investigation must end without fail in a
conviction because the defendant that is brought to
court is assumed guilty, or, as the dissident viadimir
Bukovsky puts it, "in the opinion of the KGB and the
party, his time has come."
Moreover, the state decides who is or is not a war
criminal, "in the eyes of the Soviet authorities, for
example." says the Cabinet task force report, "war
criminals may be an арі description for Soviet
prisoners of war held by the Nazi forces and for
partisans who resisted the Soviet occupation of

in the search for Nazi war criminals, therefore, the Soviets
have seen and seized an opportunity to advance their interests
in Eastern Europe at little political risk.

Moscow worked out in practice. As important are the:
questions, why was Moscow so ready to cooperateІ
with the special investigations office, and how much iss
lhe Soviet legal system an expression ol the goals off
the Soviet state?
At the end of "The Gulag Archipelago," Alexanderr
bolzhenitsyn says that "the law in our country, in its5
might and in its flexibility, is unlike anything called1
Maw' elsewhere on earth." The many reasons Mr.
Solzhenitsyn gives to support this conclusion boilІ
down to the single fact that Soviet courts are totallyі
subservient to the Soviet state and the rule of law hasІ
been supplanted by the men who rule. Lenin's famous;
dictum "a law is a political measure, it is politics,"
Ron vastokas is associate professor of anthropo–
applies as much in the Soviet Union today as it did inі
logy at Trent University in Peterborough. Ом., and a
the heyday -of the revolution. Even then Lenin wasІ
Lithuanian Canadian active in federal politics, who
t
і..'г.'..:ь іііл LUC from a historical trend. Tsarist
recently presented a submission to the Deschenes
governments always tended to look upon law as aі
Commission. This article is reprinted from the
device for controlling the population.
October 5 issue of Tlie Whig-Standard. A somewhat
Tlie Soviet legal system, therefore, is an extension off
briefer version of it was published in Tlie Globe ami
Mail on November 4. Tlie article is reprinted here with stale policy where political cases and war crimes have aі
special place, lzvestia itself says that "the interests off
the author's permission.

Eastern European countries." The persons on the list
submitted to the government by the Soviet Embassv in
Ottawa are not looked upon as "alleged" war
criminals. They are war criminals, and the purpose of
the courts is to punish them, not to try them. This
point was underlined in a recent statement bv the
Soviet- Embassy spokesman to the Ottawa Citizen
(June 5, 1985). Alexander Podakinsaid that Moscow
could make available testimony taken in absentia
against "some of these criminals" now living in
Canada.
The outcome of political trials in the USSR is
determined beforehand by the authorities. The
January 1963 issue of Soviet Legality, the official
gazette of the procurator general, gave an account of a
war criminal trial in Tartu, Estonia. The reporter
described the questioning of the witnesses, the exhibits
before the court, the cross-examination of the
defendant, and the prosecutor's remarks. He noted
that the passing of the death senteno 'as "met with
the unanimous approval of the put–
(Continued on і ,; -
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Roman Shukhevych's life is topic of 24th Plast Orlykiada
by Natalka Y'oronka
KERHONKSON, NY. - Over 300
youngsters representing Plast branches
in various cities of the United States

gathered here at Soyuzivka to learn
about the life of Roman Shukhevych–
Taras Chuprynka. commander-in-chief
of the Ukrainian insurgent Army (UPA)
during the 24th annual "Orlykiada" on

Nadia Dae, Lisa Novakiwsky and Roksolana Kuzmak enjoy the Soyuzivka
scenery.

November 9-Ю.
The event is organised by the Ofly–
kivtsi unit of adult Plast members. The Orlykiada - named in honor of
Hryhor Orlyk. Ukrainian patriot and
son of Hetman Pylyp Orlyk - is a twoday competition of knowledge in fields
such as Ukrainian history, geography
and culture, in addition, participants,
who compete in groups, present skits
and prepare exhibits related to the
theme of the annual event.
Another major feature of the Orly–
kiada is the selection of a "hetmanych"
and "hetmanivna." a boy and girl who
prove themselves to be exemplary in
their knowledge of Ukrainian subjects.
The commander-in-chief of this
year's Orlykiada was Marko Lysniak;
the "bunchuzhnyi" was Pctro Kowcz.
and Tania Oberyshyn was secretary.
Wolodymyr Shust was the head judge
for all competition, with the exception
of the "hetmanych; hetmanivna" contest, which was directed by Hilary
Zarycky.
Opening ceremonies of the Orlykiada
took place on Saturday morning, No–
vember 9, and the competition began

The 20th unit from Newark competes in the first phase of the competition.

immediately afterwards. During the
first phase ol the contest, which tested
knowledge about the life of Roman
Shukhevych. each Plast group chose
one question and then went on stage
and answered the question to the best of
its ability. The second phase of the
competition was the performance of
skits.
At the same time, candidates for the
titles of "hetmanych"and "hetmanivna"
gathered in the Poltava villa for a
discussion on Ukrainian topics. Last
year's winners. Ewhen Storozynskyand
Andrea Tershakovec also participated
in the discussion.
in the evening, all the Plast members
had dinner and then met at the veselka
auditorium for a dance that lasted until
midnight.
On Sunday morning, alter breakfast
and divine liturgy, the competition
resumed with the "hetmanych,'het–
manivna" contest, as 14 youths vied for
the honor. This public portion of the
contest consisted of two questions for
each contestant: one about the life of
Hryhor Orlyk and another general
question. As the competition pro–
gressed. the Plast groups cheered their
candidates on.
While the judges met to vote on their
choices for "hetmanych " and "hetma–
nivna," the Plast members went to
lunch.
During the closing ceremonies of the
1985 Orlykiada. the winners of the
competition were announced.
The "hetmanych" of this 24th Orly–
kiada was Nestor voronka of Newark.
N.J.. while the runner-up was Taras
Abramiuk.
"Hetmanivna" was Daria Kowcz of
Cleveland; runner-up. Anna Levytsky
of Passaic.
in over-all scoring, the winners were:
girls - 10th unit from Detroit, first
place: 28th unit from Cleveland, second
place; 44th unit from Newark, third
place; boys
13th unit from Detroit,
first place: 17th unit from Cleveland.
second place: 45th unit from Washington, third place.
The 24th Orlykiada came to an end
with prayer and the singing of the Plast
hymn. Next year's Orlykiada promises
to be a special one. since it will be the
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Paul Plishka honored
by Marta Kolomayets
NEW YORK - The Ukrainian lnsti–
tute of America honored New York
Metropolitan Opera bass Paul Plishka,
as its "Ukrainian of the Year" for 1985
on Sunday, November 17.
More than 350 people gathered at the
Pierre Hotel to honor Mr. Plishka, who
gratefully a c c e p t e d this d i s t i n c t i o n .
During the two-hour banquet, which
included tributes from friends, institute
and community organization represen–
tatives, as well as a musical program.
Mr. Plishka accepted an engraved
plaque from the U1A and a specially
created statue, "Trypillian Muse," from
artist Mykola Holodyk.
Program chairman Joseph Lesawyer,
a member of the UlA's board of direc–
t o r s , paid t r i b u t e to the i n s t i t u t e ' s
founder, the late William Dzus, and
asked the audience to honor the me–
mory of the UlA's recently deceased
members with a moment of silence.
He then introduced U1A president
Walter Nazarewicz, who spoke about
the organization's commitment to the
Ukrainian community, and its year of
mixed blessings. With pride, Mr. Naza–
rewicz spoke of the UlA's acquired taxexempt status, the establishment of the
Ukrainian Research and Documenta–
tion Center and its far-reaching pro-

as UlA's 1985 Ukrainian

grams highlighting Ukrainian culture.
He thanked the U1A members for their
generosity, and expressed hope that
with such supportive individuals the
U1A will thrive in years to come.
Joining Mr. Plishka at this felicitous
occasion were his wife, Judith, son,
Jeffrey (one of three), parents. Peter
and Helen Plishka, as well as his cousin,
Mary Ann Lukasevich, and aunt, Mary
Lukasevich.
Also at the event were Mr. Plishka's
close friend, the very Rev. Nestor Kowal
of St. Michael's Ukrainian Orthodox
Church in Scranton, Pa.; and represen–
tatives from the Ukrainian Fraternal
Association, also based in Scranton.
The Rev. Kowal reminded one and all
that "Paul was a native of those parts
(Scranton), and the community was
only sharing him with the rest of the
world."
The New York School of Bandura
relayed the following message, "We are
very pleased t h a t a p e r s o n of y o u r
stature in the international music scene
was chosen for this award since you
truly are a worthy representative of the
Ukrainian people, have often given of
yourself for various causes, and have
m a n a g e d t o preserve y o u r c u l t u r a l
identity, although you yourself were
born and raised far from Ukraine. You
(Continued on page' 15)
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of the Year

'Ukrainian of the Year"Paul Plishka, and his wife, Judith, with U1A vice-president
Walter Nazarewicz, and U1A board member Joseph Lesawyer.

Paul Plishka's relatives: (from left) parents, Peter and Helen Plishka, and aunt,
Mary Lukasevich.
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Olya Bodnar and Ed Evanko perform at testimonial banquet.

leffrc , is introduced to the audii-ік

ІA open house: (from left) Paul Plishka, Olya Bodnar, Ed Evanko and
Thomas Hrvnkiw.
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"forcefully incorporated," but leaves them off when he might now be put to use. He suggests that, as a gesture
refers to the Great Patriotic War. a standard in Soviet of goodwill, "former Nazi collaborators" who were
phraseology. He adds in a footnote that "the State "born in what is now the Soviet Union,"he deported to
Department clings to the fiction that the Baltic the USSR to improve the climate at the Geneva arms
republics are independent," even though the United talks.
States has never recognized their illegal occupation, in
Like the Soviets, Dr. Reich ingeniously combines
a -book that deals with the complex theme of war politics and justice. Deportation of alleged war
criminals, one would expect a complete treatment of criminals becomes a peace offering and arguments
the war, Mr. Ryan's foreshortened history of the against Soviet evidence a threat to detente. But to
Baltic area begins with the invasion of Soviet-occupied accept this point of view is to make the whole issue of
Lithuania on June 22. 1941. which Mr. Ryan now calls evidence, not just Soviet evidence, irrelevant.
the "invasion of the Soviet Union." There are no
Although Mr. Ryan says that the "marriage ... ar–
references to the Hitler-Stalin pact of August 23. 1939, ranged in Moscow worked out surprisingly well," the
or the protocol that put Lithuania, Latvia and Estonia procedures for taking testimony in the Soviet Union
"into the USSR sphere of influence,"orthe Red Army have come under strong criticism. Since all deposi–
invasion of the Baltic states and the mass killings and tions are conducted in Soviet courts under the auspices
deportations that followed. There is no mention of the of the KGB and the Central Committee of the
Great Famine of 1933 when Stalin systematically Communist Party, many U.S. defense lawyersfindthe
starved and terrorized to death 7 million Ukrainians, arrangement repugnant. Paul Zumbakis, a Chicago
or that 5 million more died in the Nazi holocaust, or lawyer, in a recent memorandum to the U.S. lmmigra–
One source that inadvertently sheds light on Soviet
that the Ukrainian resistance was on a par with the
goals is Allan Ryan's book, "Quiet Neighbors: celebrated-French underground. Nor is there any tion Court, says that "allowing the KGB. through
Soviet procurators under their control, to supervise
Prosecuting Nazi War Criminals in America." The
mention of the second and continuing illegal occupa–
negotiations on evidence took place a month after the tion of Eastern Europe and the severity of the present and preside over evidentiary depositions taken
expressly
for use in U.S. courts is as repulsive to our
Soviet invasion of Afghanistan, but their tone was cultural, national and religious repression. These are
unusually cordial, in fact, says Mr. Ryan, a consular all basic facts in any assessment of Soviet motives in system of justice as would be the taking of depositions
under Gestapo supervision in Nazi Germany."
officer that accompanied him "shook his head in Eastern European affairs.
Beyond procedure and politics, however, is the
disbelief. He had never seen a Soviet official discuss
moral argument of lending respectability to a judicial
any matter with such directness and candor."The OS1
The refugees from Eastern Europe are the last
system
that has been, and is. a willing instrument of a
director dubbed the agreement as a "wildly impro– surviving witnesses of the war crimes that the Soviets
bable marriage" and marvelled at the Soviets who themselves committed and the last claimants to the repressive regime. The men with whom the Americans
"asked nothing of us in return for their assistance." territory the Soviets seized by force. The refugees are worked out the Moscow agreement are members of
Mr. Ryan had obviously not heard of the maxim of the also a powerful voice in the Western world and a that regime and are themselves guilty of summary
veteran U.S. negotiator George Kennan that things go constant reminder of the goals of Soviet colonialism. justice and execution. The procurator general of the
well only when the Soviets want something.
in the search for Nazi war criminals, therefore, the USSR, Gen. Roman Rudenko, whose "commanding
Soviets
have seen and seized an opportunity to presence" so impressed Mr. Ryan, is the same Gen.
The irony of Mr. Ryan's assessment becomes clear
Rudenko who, on August І, 1953, at the vorkuta
in;lhe rest of the book where one can find the main advance their interests in Eastern Europe at little Camp 29, gave orders to shoot at striking political
themes of Soviet state interests. Put another way, the political risk: to silence and to stigmatize the refugees prisoners. Gen. Rudenko's deputy, Aleksandr Rekun–
Soviets got a good bargain: a revised version of Baltic as "Hitlerite bourgeois reactionaries." to revise history kov, while negotiating with the OS1, read the exile
history, and support for the Soviet claim that refugees so that all war crimes become Nazi war crimes, and to decree to Andrei Sakharov and banished him to the
from Eastern Europe are "Hitlerites" and that their solidify territorial claims in the Baltic states.
closed city of Gorky. The state prosecutor in OS1
opposition to communism is a "camouflage" to hide
To cover this undisguised political self-interest, the proceedings in Lithuania is Jurgis Bakucionis. He is
their former collaboration with Nazis.
Soviets have linked the Nazi hunt with the search for also responsible for sending every major Lithuanian
The book is full of innuendoes against Ukrainian world peace, in recent Soviet press articles the religious and political dissident to the prison camps.
and Baltic refugees. The displaced persons camps in "Hitlcrites"are invariablv seen as a "threat to peace, a
Above all, the Soviet regime has never acknow–
Germany where they lived are said to have had in them threat to the security of nations." in Moscow, Mr. ledged the killing of 42 million defenseless people on
"everything...except Hitler." They were "infested with Ryan was reminded that the Soviet Union and the' its own and its neighbors'territory, if the prosecution
United States were "allies still in this important work" of surviving Nazis is to proceed unblemished, it should
Nazi collaborators" who, after the war, "literally and
figuratively threw off their Nazi uniforms" and of prosecuting "Hitlerites," a line again repeated in not enter into a partnership with men who have never
"ingratiated themselves" to the Allies. Then they came Ottawa by Mr. Podakin.
brought their own war criminals to justice and are
to America in "boatload after boatload" - 10,000 in
This message has not been lost on some American using genocide as an instrument of state policy, if we
lact.
commentators. Walter Reich, writing in The Washing- set out to redress one of the greatest evils in history,
When Mr. Ryan talks of the Soviet seizure of the ton Post (April 28. 1985) also finds a "reservoir of can we blind ourselves to another evil that was just as
kinship" in the historic struggle against the Nazis that great?
Baltic States in 1940. he puts quotation marks around

Hunting Nazis...

(Continued from page 5)
These events did, in fact, take place as described, but
they all happened after the story appeared in print.
The trial was set to start on January 6, but was
postponed to January 16. The Moscow editor was not
alerted of the delay and released the report. When the
trial opened, people coming into the courtroom
carried with them the verdict in print.
Needless to say, this conviction violates the USSR
Constitution. The reporter was tried, found guilty, and
given one year's hard labor, and another edition of
Soviet Legality appeared with the dates deleted.
So it is within the state-controlled legal system that
the political aims of the state find their logical outlet.
But Jzvestia's candid comment that links "the interests
of the state" with "war criminals" supplies no further
details.
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The Medvid episode...
(Continued from page 5)
whatever it wished.
it was not until Mr. Medvid had been back on the
ship for more than 12 hours that the State Department
was informed of the matter. One would think that
procedures in such a sensitive matter should call for
prompt notification to higher-ups. They do - but they
weren't followed.
Four days later the State Department issued a
statement that ends by saving. "The United States
Government considers this matter closed." The
statement opens by assuring us that from the moment
the department "was first informed of this case, the
Department of State has been attempting to determine
the intentions of Soviet Seaman Myroslav Medvid."
One would think that a review of Mr. Medvid's
actions would make it clear what his intentions were —
but nowhere in the Stale Department "case closed"
statement is there a single reference to Mr. Medvid's
actions prior to his return to the ship.
The department assures us that it "immediately"
dispatched "a Russian-speaking Foreign Service
Officer." But Mr. Medvid is Ukrainian, not Russian!
And the State Department does not mention in its
report that it had rebuffed offers of Ukrainian
language translators. The department says it provided
"an expert Russian interpreter...to ensure there would
be no difficulty in communicating with Seaman
Medvid." No difficulty for him to communicate in a
language that Ukrainians resent'' Maybe. Maybe not.
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Yes. a team of U.S. officials and a U.S. doctor did him a nice "non-threatening environment" in which to
communicate with Mr. Medvid aboard the Marshal think things over.
The truth, of course, is that a frightened sailor who
Koniev and later aboard a U.S. Coast Guard cutter.
But. no, they never once spoke with Mr. Medvid had been dragged back to the Soviets has very good
reason
to be leery of Americans - and even more
without Soviet agents present. And never once in his
good reason when later they permit Soviets to stand
own language.
"We insisted." the State Department boasts in its watch over him while they promise him that this time
statement, "on a non-threatening environment in he really can be free.
which to conduct the interview." Baloney! Wouldn't it
But the State Department report was enough to
have been more non-threatening if Mr. Medvid had convince the White House to echo that the case was
been permitted to speak to U.S. officials without closed, it was also enough to incense this member of
Soviet agents glaring at him and listening to his every Congress and many of my colleagues. Some of us
word?
asked the president to orderan investigation (which he
We are assured by the State Department that did do) and to detain the ship and give Mr. Medvid
"Medvid appeared to be in generally good condition." another chance at freedom (which he did not do).
Oh? Did the physical examinations given him include
We should have announced the immediate suspen–
blood and urine tests to detect the presence of drugs? sion of those government employees responsible for
Well. no. This despite the fact that we had intercepted this fiasco — pending dismissal proceedings. Mr.
a communication between the Soviet Embassy and the Medvid should have come off that ship and into U.S.
captain of the Marshal Koniev in which the embassy custody even if we would have had to physically
instructed the captain to administer certain specified remove him. We should have detained him until the
drugs to Mr. Medvid.
effects of the drugs inside him had dissipated. And we
"Generally good condition?" But U.S. officials should have demonstrated to him that most Ameri–
observed that Mr. Medvid's wrist had been slit. No cans are not as dumb and insensitive as the Border
mention of that in the official statement! that came Patrol agents who handed him back the first lime and
out days later in a congressional hearing. Was Mr. not as feeble and deferential toward the Soviets as the
Medvid asked if he had attempted suicide? Did we U.S. officials who handed him back the second time.
conclude he had been tortured? Such questions aren't And we should have let him meet with U'krainian–
Americans, including those who say thex arc related to
raised in the report.
The State Department does mention that Mr. him. We should have'done all this no' only to give
Medvid was examined by a U.S. psychiatrist who Myroslav Medvid another chance for freedom but
found him competent to decide whether he wanted to also to give ourselves a chance to atone lor disgrace
defect or not. But the department does not mention and dishonor.
We should have. But we didn't.
that the psychiatrist believed that Mr. Medvid knew
Somewhere out on the high seas the Marshal Koniev
what he was doing when he jumped ship and that he
believed he had been threatened and that he believed is carrying Ukrainian Seaman Myroslav Medvid to
the threats involved Mr. Medvid's parents, and the hell that awaits him back in the Soviet Union.The
ship is also carrying away a. full load of American
possibly a threat against their lives.
The State Department report has it that we gave this grain. And pieces of America's reputation, pride and
man every chance to delect and that later we afforded honor.
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Manitoba PCs meet officials

At a recent meeting of Manitoba Ukrainians active in the Progressive
Conservative Party (from left) are: Sen. Paul Yuzyk of Ottawa, Jack Murta,
then the minister of state for multiculturalism, Gary Filmon, leader of the
opposition in the Manitoba Legislature, and John Hewryk of Winnipeg.
Sen. Yuzyk is supreme director for Canada, and Mr. Hewryk is supreme
advisor of the Ukrainian National Association.
hundred files of alleged war
criminals, in connection with which
evidence is spread and must be
(Continued from page 3)
to help Canada in this venture, there sought over three continents and in
could arise difficulties or differences several languages. The enterprise is
of opinion during the examination of colossal; its success depends on the
witnesses due to incompatibilities of resources and the time that are
legal systems or unavoidably allocated to it. The commission is
contrary approaches to a given situa– well aware that the time clock is
tion. The commissioner, a member of running for the suspects, but it is not
the Canadian Judiciary, is answerable responsible for the 40 years that have
to the law alone; acting under the elapsed since the end of World War
inquiries Act, he should not run the 11.
The quality of the work of the
risk of a confrontation with a foreign
official on foreign soil, nor should he commission and the soundness of its
subvert a Canadian inquiry under conclusions should not be threatened
Canadian law to the alleged by unrealistic time constraints. But
authority of the law of the foreign the possibility for the commission to
land where the commission would be gather available evidence abroad
should of course be viewed in light of
sitting.
The inquiries Act, by its ss. 11(2), that particular predicament.
(3) and (4), authorizes the commis–
The commission accordingly
sioner to "depute... qualified decides as follows:
persons" in order "to take evidence"
The commission is of the opinion
and "report to the commissioner." that it is both legal and advisable for
This provides for a flexible tool of it to hear and collect evidence
which the commission would available in foreign countries,
propose to avail itself. There is no whichever these may be.
doubt that commission counsel
This conclusion is subject to the
could perform this task quite following provisoes:
satisfactorily.
a) that the basic conditions
d) All of this process is of course enumerated in this decision be
subordinated to the severe con– observed;
straints of time within which this
b) that, barring unforeseen cir–
commission must always work.
cumstances, the evidence be elicited
Outside of numerous and difficult by deputy-commissioners;
questions of law, the commission
c) that time constraints not defeat
must deal with literally several the commission's plans.

Deschenes ruling...

U.S.-Soviet.
(Continued from page 3)
Korean Air Lines jet two years ago.
The two leaders also agreed to conti–
nue talking. Mr. Gorbachev will visit
the United States next year, and Mr.
Reagan will visit the Soviet Union in
1987. They also agreed to open new
consulates in Kiev and New York.
One unresolved issue was arms con–
trol, though the two leaders did agree to
accelerate negotiations. No agreement
was reached on the president's Strategic
Defense initiative, and both men are
still sticking to their guns on the issue.
No agreement was reached in the
formal extension of the 1979 Strategic
Arms Limitation Treaty. But both the
U.S. and USSR have agreed not to
undercut its terms.
issues concerning regional confron–

tations also hit a stalemate, although
government sources say some move–
ment towards negotiations over the
Soviet presence in Afghanistan may
have been made.
No agreements were made on human
rights, although the issue was discussed.
The two leaders agreed to continue
talks on a chemical weapons ban, to
continue talks on reducing conven–
tional forces in Europe, to resume U.S.Soviet air services, to continue talks on
developing confidence-building mea–
sures and to promote joint research on
environmental protection.'
The United States and USSR also
agreed to study the creation of a riskreduction center for the prevention of
nuclear war, to start talking about pre–
venting the dissemination of chemical
weapons
and to initiate
fusion
research.
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Deschenes decision...
(Continued from page 1)
should not go to the Soviet Union.
„ "i'm opposed to their trip because it
legitimizes the Soviet system," said Mr.
Kindy.
The Ukrainian Canadian Committee
said it believes the commission's trip
behind the iron Curtain is "unneces–
sary" and that Judge Deschenes needs
to strengthen some of the guidelines.
Among the Ukrainian Canadian
Committee's demands: witnesses should
be examined on neutral ground —
either in Canada or at the Canadian
Embassy in Moscow — with no Soviet
officials present; interpreters must not
include Soviet or East European citi–
zens or "known or suspected Commu–
nists"; investigators should be free to
examine all archives and all witnesses'
previous statements; and Soviet offi–
cials should be denied access to videotapes of witnesses' examinations.
The UCC's Civil Liberties Commis–
sion - which, sources say, has raised
close to 5500,000 for legal and admi–
ministrative costs — released its de–
"mands on November 21. The CLCsaid
it also wants the Deschenes Commis–
sion to allow the key suspects being
investigated to have counsel and experts
represent their interests in the Soviet
Union.
The Deschenes Commission was
established last February by the govern–
ment of Prime Minister Brian Mul–
roney to determine how many war
criminals live in Canada, how they got
into the country, and how they might be
brought to justice.
The one-man commission is sche–
duled to report back to the government
by December 31 but commission lawyer
Michael Meighen was quoted assaying
that the judge has asked the federal
government for more time to complete
his inquiry.
Earlier this fall, the commission
heard the views of Jewish and Ukrai–
nian representatives on the question of
traveling to the Soviet Union. Jewish
organizations have supported the trip
abroad and applauded Judge Des–
chenes' ground rules.
The commission will be investigating
as many as 15 suspects living in Canada
against whom serious allegations have
been heard. Justice Deschenes said
evidence concerning these people ap–
pears to be available in the Netherlands,
the United Kingdom, the United States,
Poland and the Soviet Union.
Though the commission has not said
whether any of the key suspects it is
investigating are of Ukrainian origin,
members of Canada's Ukrainian com–
munity fear they will fall prey to smear
tactics if the inquiry goes to the Soviet
Union.
The judge has also said public hearings
will be reopened in early December on
the Josef Mengele case. Mr. Meighen
told The Globe and Mail that Justice
Deschenes believes new witnesses may
be able to establish whether Mr. Men–
gele came to Canada or applied to come
here in 1962, as is widely believed.
The remains of Dr. Mengele were
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found in South America this past
summer.
it has been reported that the commis–
sion will also hold further public hear–
ings into why hundreds of thousands of
immigration files where mysteriously
destroyed in late 1982 and early 1983, at
a time of heightened interest in locating
Nazi war criminals. Jewish groups say
the post-war files could have been used
to locate and prosecute alleged war
criminals living in Canada.
Meanwhile, two Jewish groups have
asked the Federal Court of Canada to
force Justice Deschenes to release legal
opinions he has received on how Nazi
war criminals might be punished.
Justice Deschenes refused to release
the legal reports earlier this year be–
cause, he said, they would encourage
unproductive debate and add nothing
to the inquiry.
The two groups — the League for
Human Rights of B'nai B'rith and the
North American Jewish Students' Network — were to have had their motion
heard on November 28, but commission
lawyers are requesting an adjournment
until December 19.
in other developments, several newspaper editorials have launched harsh
criticism against Ukrainian community
leaders for criticizing Judge Deschenes'
decision to travel to the Soviet Union in
search of evidence. Numerous articles
have appeared on the Ukrainian com–
munity's campaign to fight accusations
that some of its members are Nazi war
criminals.
The Toronto Star and the Ottawa
Citizen, for instance, published reports
indicating the Ukrainian Canadian
Committee is waging a S2 million
campaign to fight the community's "war
crimes image." According to The Star,
the money is being used to pay the fees
of "high-profile Toronto lawyer" John
Sopinka and to lobby politicians.
The Globe and Mail, Canada's na–
tional newspaper, ran a story on No–
veraber 18, saying the Ukrainian com–
munity has raised more than S2 million
for an "anti-defamation commission."
Ottawa Gtizen. editor Keith Spicer
labelled the Ukrainian community's
efforts a "misguided and self-defeating
52 million anti-Deschenes campaign."
"By appearing to fight tooth and nail
to stop Deschenes," Mr. Spicer wrote in
an editorial page column on November
20, "militant Ukrainian Canadians have
succeeded only in drawing suspicion to
their community. They have managed,
appallingly and unfairly, to make
millions of Canadians imagine that all
of our 530,000 loyal and talented
Ukrainian Canadians (about 90 per–
cent Canada-born) have something to
hide."
John Gregorovich, who heads the
group of 25 people coordinating the
Civil Liberties Commission campaign,
told The Weekly his group receives
SlOO,OOO in donations each month. He
added that the CLC wants to raise S2
million and that the fund-raising cam–
paign will continue into the spring.
Mr. Gregorovich said the media
misunderstood the CLC's statements on
how much money it has raised.

FUNNY TEARS
a collection of short stories

by MYKOLA PONED1LOK in English translation from the original Ukrainian.
llustrations by ЕК0 (Edward Kozak) and Halyna Mazepa.
order send S 10.00 plus Si.00 postage to:
Svoboda Book Store
30 Montgomery St.
Jersey Crty, N. J. 0 7 3 0 2
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mincing around, and you don't have to be gentle or
diplomatic.
І think that unfortunately, a lot of these things
happen in retrospect. 1 mean it's very hard to come up
to a newspaper office and to anticipate what the sotires
might be Snd say, "Make sure you don't make the
following mistakes."So 1 think a lot of these things
happen as the news comes out; the corrections come
with it.
But 1 think also there are things people should do.
The basic thing 1 would say is cut out a lot of the energy
of the internal dissention. Decide what is the message
that you want to get across.

interview...
(Continued from page 5)
herds of them in Canada.
1 think that, basically, editors, producers and
reporters are responsive to correction, and that next
time those kinds of allegations will get softened by 80
percent because the intermediate outrage has put
things into perspective.
WEEKLY: So what kind of advice would you give
to the Ukrainian community?
POCHMURSKY: You can't be passive. You can
either act in a preventive orafter-the-fact way. І think
the war criminals case is a perfect example of an error
of judgement, or an error of perspective, or it's
perceived to be that.
Then you don't just sit back and say, "Oh, my God,
how could this have happened?" and sit together in
church halls and say, "isn't it terrible?"
What you have to do then is strike, and strike
quickly, and get the point of view across that there's
been an error or a misrepresentation. So 1 certainly
think that any time there are falsehoods or inaccura–
cies in reporting, what you need is the full force of
community outrage, and 1 don't think you have to be
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1 think the how almost answers itself once you've got
a very clear focus of what is the information that
Ukrainians want to disseminate. І thik the problem is
there: trying to decide what it is that you want to say.
Once you've got a cohesive energy and the groups
are all basically united then you can just go...1 think
making documentaries, making films and trying to get
across news items that make Ukrainian history seem
interesting and vital. Why not prorrjote the heroic or
admirable or astonishing things that Ukrainians are
trying to do back home where they're trying to resist
something pretty awful by some pretty extraordinary
wavs.

.

' .,

-1 .

:

' -

WEEKLY: What would you like to do later on
down the road?
POCHMURSKY: l'd like to do this lor a while
longer - like five years or 10 years.
l'd like to write a screenplay. 1 could be outragously
ambitious. І mean 1 don't know whether l'll ever do it.
because 1 don't know whether l'm ambitious enough.
But in my fanatasy ambitions l'd like to write and
direct a movie. That's what l'd like to do. and l've
never done anything near that. But l'm taking courses
in screenwriting and Гир beginning.
І know how to write land 1 think this is where it will
all come together: my education in English literature,
my ability to write, what l've learned about what the
camera can do through1, my connection with cameramen and news, and how life unfolds itself, and my
tremendous access to ;ill different kinds of pickets of
living.
j;
І think somewhere inline end l'll put it all together
and send it out.
Maybe it'll even beajjtory of a Ukrainian dissident.
Maybe in the end ill just have to put my money where
my mouth is and say, "Well, why don't you Ukrainians
get off your ass and ddjthese things." And l'll think,
"Well, why doesn't thisjiUkrainian get off her ass and
do it."
1!
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Senator's resolution...
(Continued from page 1)
Grassley (R-lowa) and John F. Kerry
( D - M a s s . ) have already agreed to
become co-sponsors.
As drafted, the resolution calls for the
establishment of a panel of four Republican (majority) members of the
S e n a t e , a n d t h r e e D e m o c r a t s (the
minority party).
The Special Panel on Asylum would
be authorized and directed to do
everything necessary and appropriate to
conduct an investigation and study of
the general problems of persons from
communist countries who seek asylum
in the United States.
j
it will focus on recent cases, including
that of Ukrainian Seaman Medvid, and
will also examine the extent, if any, to
which illegal, improper or unethical
activities were engaged iniby persons
acting either individually ior in com–
bination with others in thetdisposition
of recent cases.
As proposed, the panel would have
the power to subpoena witnesses who
have any special knowledge orinforma–
tion on asylum procedures.
it w o u l d a l s o be e m p o w e r e d t o
subpoena any pertinent evidence from

UABA expresses!..
(Continued from page 3)

We are sure you agree with us that our
country owes them at least that much.
in addition, the Medvid situation has
brought up another issue of concern to
Ukrainian Americans. For years now.
we have strongly objected to the U.S.
m e d i a ' s and g o v e r n m e n t ' s c o n s t a n t
characterization of all nationalities ol
the 15 republics of the USSR as "Rus–
s i a n . " As you a r e a w a r e . R u s s i a n s
comprise only one of the 15 culturally,
e t h n i c a l l y a n d h i s t o r i c a l l y distinct
republics. Thus, it IN inaccurate to refer
to U k r a i n i a n s . L i t h u a n i a n s . Arme–
nians. and others, us "Russians." U.S.
government officials must be made
aware of this distinction. As the
Medvid case showed, this is not just a
q u e s t i o n of s e m a n t i c s . When asked
whether he was Russian. Medvid clearly"
replied. "No. 1 am Ukrainian." Did the

Lubachivsky...
(Continued from page 1)
United States.
in a summary of his own address (the
vatican Press Office provides written
summaries of the addresses delivered at
the synod; these summaries are written
by the speakers themselves). Cardinal
Lubachivsky said:
"Despite the solemn declaration of
the Second vatican Ecumenical Coun–
cil on religious freedom, the Catholic
Church in Ukraine is outlawed and
harshly persecuted by the Soviet go–
vernment. We ask a proof of solidarity
t h r o u g h the s e n s i t i z a t i o n of p u b l i c
o p i n i o n with r e g a r d t o the b l a t a n t
contempt of fundamental human rights.
"The decree of the Second vatican
Ecumenical Council on the Eastern
Churches approved the request of the
East's Catholic Churches to reacquire
completely their ancient cultural, theo–
logical a n d s p i r i t u a l h e r i t a g e . T h e
Eastern Catholic Churches, however,
are considered by many Orthodox as a
C h u r c h a n o m a l y a n d h e n c e as a n
obstacle to the ecumenical return of all
the Orthodox to the Universal Church.

the executive branch. According to Sen.
Humphrey's office, the panel would
also be able to recommend legislation to
the full Senate.
N a t a l i e S l u z a r , p r e s i d e n t of T h e
Washington Group, a Ukrainian Ame–
rican professionals'organization whose
m e m b e r s h i p is c o n c e n t r a t e d in the
Greater Washington area, emphasized
that Ukrainians throughout the country
should contact their senators and urge
them to sign on as co-sponsors of Sen.
Humphrey's resolution.
She commented that the Medvid case
"showed how unprepared we are to
handle an issue that is of national
concern to all Ukrainians, and how
important it is that we establish networks of contacts in key cities." Such
contacts could then be used whenever
the need should arise t o mobilize
community action.
Ms. Sluzar noted that in Washington,
for example, there were several netw o r k s i n v o l v e d in r e a c t i n g t o t h e
Medvid case. One network, composed
of some 200 members of The Washington Group, did extensive phone work in
contacting community members and
urging them to participate in demon–
strations, call congressional offices, and
write letters to senators, representatives'.

State Department officials handling his
case know that Russian and Ukrainian
are two separate languages? Their
handling of the situation shows that,
apparently, they did not.
Also; in this regard, in your Saturdav
radio address last week, you spoke of a
dialogue between the American people
and the "Soviet people." Again, we do
not believe t h a t the United S t a t e s
should so easily accept Soviet authori–
ties' attempts to destroy all national
distinctions in the Soviet Union and to
create one artificial, h o m o g e n o u s .
"Soviet people." We are convinced that,
in order lor the United States to have a
truly meaningful d i a l o g u e with the
Soviet governments, it has loeducateand
sensitize itsell to the realities of the
Soviet system and the n a t i o n a l i t i e s
u n d e r its y o k e . We urge y o u . Mr.
President, to take the first step in this
rejfard.
This misunderstanding can be avoided
only if all the rights of the Eastern
Catholic Churches are recognized.
"The Ukrainian Catholic Church, as
an Eastern community with its own
laws, wants to preserve this identity
through its request for the status of a
partriarchate, which conforms to the
Eastern tradition and the spiritual needs
of its faithful n o w a n d in the future. This
(request) is based on the Second vati–
can Ecumenical Council Declaration on
the Eastern Churches, paragraph 11."
The vatican Council document cited
by Cardinal Lubachivsky states: "lnas–
m u c h as t h e p a t r i a r c h a l office is a
traditional form of government in the
Eastern Church, this sacred and ecume–
nical c o u n c i l e a r n e s t l y d e s i r e s t h a t
where needed new patriarchates should
be created. The establishment of such is
reserved to an ecumenical synod or the
Roman pontiff."
Metropolitan Hermaniuk aiso addressed the synod. He proposed that a
permanent synod of elected bishops be
created and that it have legislative
powers. Such a move would virtually
displace the Roman Curia.

insure and be sure
- Join the UNA
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the press and the administration.
Another example was the "kitchen
cabinet" organized by Larissa Fontana.
This group of some.15 women, accord–
ing to Ms. Sluzar, developed an exten–
sive phone network and made hundreds
of calls concerning the Medvid case to
administration officials, the press and
congressional offices.
T h e r e were m a n y ad h o c g r o u p s
which did c o m m e n d a b l e work, Ms.
Sluzar observed, but "it would have
been better if we were aware of each
other's existence."
T W O , she continued, is trying to
e s t a b l i s h n e t w o r k i n g c o n t a c t s with
people around the country who could
be counted on as "conduits of informa–
tion" in their communities. The group is
now working among its members, but is

USSR calls for...
(Continued from page 2)
1981 adoption of the seven-article
Declaration on the Elimination of All
Forms of Religious intolerance and of
Discrimination Based on Religion or
Belief, documents revised many times
by the Geneva-based U.N. Commission
for Human Rights.
This year when opening the debate on
religious discrimination. U.N. Assistant
Secretary-General
Kurt Herndl of
Austria had called the adoption of the
d e c l a r a t i o n " o n e of the i m p o r t a n t
achievements of the United Nations."
This document also widened the scope
and refined the appropriate articles in
the 1948 Universal D e c l a r a t i o n of
Human Rights, he said.
Mr. Polichtchouk, however, called
the document "one-sided," claiming
that the position on atheism of many
countries was ignored and should be
corrected. The Soviet Union ensures
people the right to follow or not to

interested in broadening this base and
finding out whom to contact in various
cities.
S e e k i n g s u p p o r t for Sen. Hum–
phrey's far-reaching measure would be
c o n s i d e r a b l y facilitated by such a
network, she stressed.
Sen. Humphrey, who was first elected
to the Senate in 1978, has also been
active in denouncing the Soviet inva–
sion of Afghanistan and in supporting
the Afghan freedom fighters. He and
several c o l l e a g u e s formed the Con–
gressional Task Force on Afghanistan
and have held several hearings on the
war in Afghanistan.
Sen. Humphrey is also a member of
t h e Helsinki C o m m i s s i o n a n d is a
staunch critic of U.S. trade with Com–
munist-bloc countries.
follow a religion, he said.
"Nobody could be excused for
religious reasons from fulfilling his civil
duties," Mr. Polichtchouk said.
"There are many cases of abuse of the
concept of religious tolerance in the
world in order to put pressure on those
who did not believe," he stated.
" T h e a c c u s a t i o n of r e l i g i o u s
intolerance is being used to further antiSoviet propaganda," Mr. Polichtchouk
said.
He claimed that too much attention
was being placed on eliminating
religious intolerance. This is only one of
a large number of U.N. declarations
which are important, he said.
Western nations have stated that
those people who practice religion
especially Roman Catholics, in Sovic;
ruled Eastern bloc countries have been
discriminated against, it has also be
charged, the UP1 reported, that і .
Soviet-dominated iL-gime in Kabul
t r y i n g to s t a m p out
islam
Afghanistan.

SPECIAL CHRISTMAS GIFT
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Full Color - So.50
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Write to: ALEXSON rUBUSHWC.
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Job announcement

NATIONAL DIRECTOR
Ukrainian Heritage Defense Committee
DUT1ES: The Director will carry out the policies and programs of the Ukrainian Heritage
Defense Committee under the direction of its Chairman. The functions of the Director will
include. (1) national education and research programs; (2) educational and informational
programs aimed at the U.S. Government; (3) monitoring of legislation, governmental policies,
and media reports on issues of concern to the Ukrainian-American community, (4) management
of the Washington office including the permanent start, interns, and national volunteers, and,
(5) formulation of development programs on a national level.
REQU1REMENTS. Applicants must have a minimum of a bachelor's degree and at least
five years experience in a responsible position. Other factors to be considered include. (1) ex–
penence in government; (2) knowledge of workings of the Congress and the Executive Branch;
(3) writing and speaking skills in the English language. (4) knowledge of the Ukrainian language,
(5) familiarity with the workings of the media; and. (6) basic public relations skills.
SALARY: Negotiable based on experience and past salary history.
APPUCMTIONS: Resumes including salary requirements should be sent to.

UKRAINIAN HERITAGE DEFENSE COMMITTEE
с Л ) Ukrainian National Association, inc.
3 0 Montgomery Street, Jersey City, N.J. 0 7 3 0 2 .
no later than December 15, 1985. Finalists will be interviewed prior to January 1, 1986.
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Ukrainian National Association
Monthly reports for August 1985
RECORDING DEPARTMENT
TOTAL AS Of JULY 4985

income For August 1985

Juv.

Adults

ADO

19.464

52.305

6.456

78,725

40
36
22
1

69
79
71
2

29
4
3

138

99

247

36

382

7
21
1
26
2
34
34
28

21
70
2

14
3

42
94
3
26
78
94
72
99
2

'GAINS lN AUGUST 1985
Reinstated
Transferred in
Change class in
Transferred from

119
96
3

26
TOTALS GA1NS:
LOSSES 1N AUGUST 1985
Suspended
Change of class out
Transferred to adults ....
Died
Cash surrender
Endowment matured

340

153

TOTAL LOSSES:

26

76
60
38
71
2

Reduced paid-up
Extended insurance

J172.309.08

Total
Operating Expenses:
Real Estate
t
"Svoboda" Operation
Official Publication - "Svoboda"
Organizing Expenses:
Advertising
Medical inspections
Traveling Expenses - Special Organizers
Lodge Supplies Purchased
Field Conferences

.

J635.77
273.65
180.10
1.475.00
50.00

Total: -

101
21

Payroll, insurance And Taxes:
Salaries Of Executive Officers
Salaries Of Office Employees
Employee Hospitalization Plan Premiums
insurance - Group
insurance - Workmans' Compensation
Taxes - Federal, State and City On Employee Wages

513.321.67
39,164.78
9.828.23
8,732.97
8,903.00
13,972.48

Total:

J93.923.13

TOTAL GA1NS:

33

89

1
24
1
5

25
34
12
5

-

58
13
10

31

76

-

107

19,412

52.225

-

122

26

6,996

78,603

WALTER SOCHAN
Supreme Secretary

J2.614.52

General Expenses:
Actuarial And Statistical Expenses
Books And Periodicals
Furniture And Equipment
General Office Maintenance
insurance Department Fees
Operating Expense Of Canadian Office
Postage
Printing And Stationery
Rental Of Equipment And Services
Telephone, Telegraph
Traveling Expenses - General

J750.00
960.00
39,466.36
669.72
25.00
125.00
982.29
1,746.01
1,411.39
1,357.95
3,370.16
J50.863.88

Total:

FINANCIAL DEPARTMENT

iNCOME FOR AUGUST 1985
DUES FROM MEMBERS
income From "Svoboda" Operation
investment income:
Bonds
Real Estate
Mortgage Loans
Certificate Loans
Stocks
Banks
Loan To Ukrainian National
Urban Renewal Corporation

.

Total

. 3917,424.85

J209.385.76
74.151.15
. 1340,314.97
. 181,430.18
30,190.92
2,832.24
2,558.31
5,098.23

: Total ...–

„

. . . „ .–

Miscellaneous:
4 Profit On Bonds Sold Or Matured
Ukrainian Heritage Defense Fund
Total

-.„

355,000.00

.

„„

............„;....

.

J13.684.61
.15
1,215.00
5,227.27
16,855.70
31.00
13.08
133.00
J37.159.81
128,46
17,833.91
J17.862.37

investments:
Bonds Matured Or Sold
Mortgages Repaid
Certificate Loans Repaid

1311,861.85
30,402.37
10,638.92

Total

^352.903.14

'g

-

..„...„.„.

Miscellaneous:
Youth Sports Activities
Ukrainian Heritage Defense Fund
Taxes Held in Escrow
Accrued interest On Bonds
Total:

J100.00
7.918.16
3,332.41
16,552.34
4.850.00
J32.752.91

-

investments:
Bonds
Mortgages
Stock
Certificate Loans
Total:

-

,.J 1,146,795.50
. 100,000.00
2,538.31
13,385.24

-

Jl.262.719.05

Disbursements For August 1985

Refunds:
Taxes - Federal, State ft City On Employee Wages
Taxes - Canadian Witholding ft Pension Plan
Taxes Held in Escrow
Employee Hospitalizatton plan Premiums
Official Publication "Svoboda"
Postage Ret'd
insurance Group Ret'd
Scholarships

J 146,658.11
77.809.85
55,000.00

9

73
16

TOTAL LOSSES.

J52.816.72
70,884.00
42,700.00
263.75
143.05
351.56
2,250.00
2,900.00

519

28
5

TOTAL UNA MEMBERSH1P
AS OF AGUST 31-1985 ....

Paid To Or For Members:
Cash Surrenders
Endowments Matured
Death Benefits
interest On Death Benefits ...
Payor Death Benefits
Reinsutance Premiums Paid
indigent Benefits Disbursed
Scholarships

26

CA1NS 1N AUGUST 1985
Paid up
Extended insurance

Lapsed

D1SBURSEMENTS FOR AUGUST 1985

9

INACTIVE MEMBERSHIP

LOSSES 1N AUGUST 1985
Died

11.608.887.08

Totals

-

„

„....„

Jl.894,650.53

BALANCE
ASSETS

Fund:

L1AB1L1T1ES

Cash
Bonds
Stocks
Mortgage Loans
Certificate Loans
Real Estate
Printing Plant ft E.D.P.
Equipment
Loan To U.N.U.R.C

- 39^8035054
'. '608^684^23 Accidental D.D
Ч^Л12ЛІ
Fraternal
,.
821,986.37
722,110.06 Orphans
Old Age Home
„
... 209,613.22 c
„ 8,000,000.00 Emergency
,.„

Total:

.J53.423.016.58 Total:

Li,e , n s u r a n c e

J51,265,8?3.52
1,389,37.3.85
166,970.32
327,036.63
176,361.35
oT„nnot
97,400.91

„....„.„..„.J53.423.016.58

ULANA D1ACHUK
Supreme Treasurer

;
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Plishka...
(Continued from page 9)
are not just the 'Ukrainian of the Year,'
but a shining example to the Ukrainians
of the present and future."
The Ukrainian Museum and the
Canadian Ukrainian Opera Associaton
also greeted Mr. Plishka on this auspi–
cious occasion.
The highlight of this portion of the
program, however, was a personal
greeting from President Ronald Reagan
and First Lady Nancy Reagan. This
message was read by Bohdan Futey.
chairman of the U.S. Foreign Claims
Settlement Commission.
A musical program by Olya Bodnar
and Ed Evanko. both dressed in tradi–
tional Ukrainian costumes, added
charm to the afternoon event, as the two
accomplished singers performed duets
and solos of traditional Ukrainian
songs. They were accompanied on the
piano by their music director, Thomas
Hrynkiw.
During the presentation of awards,
Mr. Plishka was serenaded by Ms.
Bodnar, who sang "My Hero."
The honoree then thanked the Ukrai–
nian institute of America for the honor
bestowed upon him, and expressed hope
that the Ukrainian community would
not turn its back on its aspiring singers,
but would support them both morally
and financially as they embark on their
careers. и
Mr. Plishka thanked his family, his
wife and her family, and his children for
their undivided support during his early
years in opera. He also expressed
gratitude to the various people who
have supported him, including Thomas
Hrynkiw, who has often served as Mr.

FREE

FREE

UKRAINIAN
CATALOGUE
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Plishka's accompanist and Roman
Sawycky, whom Mr. Plishka credited
with introducing him to the beauty of
Ukrainian music, in conclusion, Mr.
Plishka expressed his thanks to the
Ukrainian institute of America for
honoring him with thisannual award.
The invocation and benediction at
the banquet were delivered, respective–
ly. by Bishop Basil Losten of the
Stamford Ukrainian Catholic Diocese
and the very Rev. K,owal.
Also in attendance at the banquet
were various community leaders and
U1A board of directors members.
Heading the program committee were
Mr. Lesawyer and his wife, Mary;
banquet chairmen were vira Goldman
and lrene Kurowycky, who delivered
the opening remarks.
After the banquet at the Pierre, many
of the guests went to the Ukrainian
institute of America, where the Young
Professionals of the U1A hosted an
open house.
Here, Mr. Plishka mingled with the
crowd before leaving for the airport and
returning to Chicago, where he is
currently appearing in Anna Bolena.
Entertainment at the institute was
supplied by bandurist Julian Kytasty,
who played various selections of Ukrai–
nian music.

Paul Plishka with his wife, Judith.

SPECIAL OFFER
for the month of December 1985 j
- ONLY ^ All three books for 9 2 0 0 . 0 0

XenoTechnix announces

Cyrillic Computing
for ІВМ PC and Apple77e computers
Use your popular English software for
Ukrainian, Russian or other languages too!

j

ENCYCLOPEDIA OF UKRAINE
ENGUSH EDITION

" Word Processing
" Data Base Management
' Alphabetical Sorting of Cyrillic
information
Compatible with:
PC video adapters
Prices start at J395
ІВМ Monochrome
Hercules Monochrome
XenoTechnix inc.
ІВМ Color Graphics
P.O. Box 102
Cheltenham, PA 19012
ATAT Monochrome
(215) 382-2970
AppleSSe
CPm. DOS. ProDOS
Many popular printers

Edited by volodymyr Kubijovyc
The alphabetical, multi-volume Encyclopedia of Ukraine will be welcome in the home of every Canadiaj
and American of Ukrainian descent. Based on twenty-five years of preparation by over 100 scholars ІгопУл
around the world, it will provide a first-rate guide to the life and culture of Ukrainians both in Ukraine and"
in the diaspora. This major scholarly project represents a completely revised and updated version of EnrsjEjj
klopediia ukrainoznavstva and has been prepared under the auspices of the Shevchenko Scientific Societjfg
(1955-81). the Canadian institute of Ukrainian Studies (1976-81), and the Canadian foundation feffi
Ukrainian Studies (1976-81)
Щ
V O L U M E І (A-F)
^
First volume ot a major work of Ukrainian scholarship in the diaspora. 968 pages containing appro?;^
ximately 2,800 entries, illustrated throughout. Over 450 illustrations in black and white: 5 color.;
plates. 83 maps. 6 of them in color, large color fold-out map of Ukraine with 32-page gazetteer bounrj'
separately in same binding as book; the two volumes wrapped together.
і

1986
GREAT CHRISTMAS GIFTS!

S90.00 t shipping 8. handling S4.50 -

Total S94.50

і

OVER 150 1TEMS!
TO CHOOSE FROM:

BOOKS - RECORDS
CASSETTES
VIDEO-POSTER
iNCLUDiNG:

SPECIAL UKRAINIAN
CHILDREN'S SECTION

яяя
FOR YOUR FREE COPY
WR1TE TODAY TO:

Yevshan Corporation

UKRAINE:
A CONCISE ENCYCLOPAEDIA

crans–
montana

V O L U M E І - S75.00
The First volume: General information. Physical Geography and Natural History. Population,'
Ethnography. Ukrainian Language. History of Ukraine. Ukrainian Culture, and Ukrainian
Literature.

1500-3000m

vOLUME 11 -

Switzerland
March 13-2 2'i98G

l

S85.00

The Second volume: Law. The Ukrainian Church, Scholarship, Education and Schools. Libraries.
Archives, and Museums. Book Printing, Publishing,and the Press. The Arts, Music and Choreo– ,
graphy. Theater and Cinema. National Economy, Health and Medical Services and Physical Culture, the Armed Forces. Ukrainian Abroad. -

1986 Mail Order Catalogue
Box 125 Station St. Michel
Montreal. Quebec H2A 3L9
Canada

Y O U C A N OBTA1N B O T H v O L U M E S FOR ONLY S 1 4 0 . 0 0
including Postage
USE TH1S COUPON. PLEASE
To: SvOBODA
30 Montgomery Street, Jersey City, N.J. 07302

Read The Weekly

W–00,'

І hereby order: D Encyclopedia of Ukraine

plus postage 4. 50:UKRA1NE: A C0NC1SE ENCYCL0PAED1A

UNA meetings

volume 1 -

S75.00

о volume 11 -

a volume І A 11 -

S85.00

1140.00

1

S U N D A Y , DECEMBER 8 , 1 9 8 5
C h i c a g o , i l l . The St. Peter A St. Paul Brotherhood. Ukrainian National Association. Branch
Й220 will have their Annual Meeting at 3:00 p.m.,
in the Nativity of the Blessed virgin Mary Church
Hall. 4952 South Paulina Street. Chicago, lllmois
Election of officers will take place All members
of the Branch are invited to attend
Mrs. Genevieve M. Blidy. Secretary

а ЛМПШЯ JLTBUET KXXXS " '
33 U n f a . Meets C o e d "
With Noir-Tacic folyurethmv
А СЯЕЛТ СІП ПЕЛ KB O U 514.95
t 31.00 For Shipping and Untiling
Send Check o r Мзпсу Order Payable t o :

1КІЕ m x x s
P.O. BOX 347297
Р І М , 0КІО 44134

i"'jw :

. 3 Wwls lot tMnery

a ALL THREE v O L U M E S -

S200.00

Name
No.
City

Street
State

Zip Code

us

- THE UKRAINIAN WEEKLY

SUNDAY, DECEMBER I , 1 9 8 5 ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ N o .

48

Museum offers Christmas workshops
NEW YORK - The Ukrainian Mu–
seum has begun registration for its
annual Christmas Tree Ornament
Workshops.
Both adults and children will have an
opportunity to turn multicolored beads,
foil, paper, wire, nut, shells and straw
into angels, stars, mobiles and animals.
Every ornament created will then be
used to decorate their own Christmas
trees.
Also on display at the workshop
studio will be an adaptation of a 17th
century "vertep," a larger version of a
traveling puppet theatre that was once
carried from town to town in Ukraine at
Christmas, performing the drama of the
Nativity. The figures for the vertep were

designed by Slava Gerulak, a contemporary Ukrainian artist. A Christmas tree, decorated with traditional
hand-made Ukrainian ornaments, will
also be displayed.
The workshop schedule is as follows:
Saturdays, December 7 and 14,' 3-4
p.m.; Sundays, December 8 and 15, 2-4
p.m.
Fees are: 53.50, non-members; S3,
museum members, students over age 12
and senior citizens; free to children age
7-12. All materials are covered by the
registration fee.
Advance registration is suggested.
Call (212) 228-0110 for information.
These workshops have been funded
in part by the New York State Council
on the Arts.

Detroit Catholics to mark 100th
DETROlT - Ukrainian Catholics in
Detroit will mark the 100th anniversary
of their church in the United States on
Sunday, December 1, with a liturgy at
the Ford Auditorium. The liturgy will
begin at 10:30 a.m.
Bishop innocent Lotocky of the St.
Nicholas Ukrainian Catholic Eparchy
in Chicago, will be the principal cele–
brant.
The Most Rev. Edmund C. Szoka,
Roman Rite archbishop of Detroit, and
the Most Rev. lbrahim lbrahim, Chal–
dean archbishop in Detroit for Chal–
dean Catholics, will preside. The Com–
bined Ukrainian Metropolitan Choir of
Detroit, over 100 voices strong, will sing
the responses to the time-honored
liturgy of St. John Chrysostom. Several
thousand Ukrainians are expected to
take part.
Shortly after the Civil War, Ukrai–
nian immigrants began coming to
America and first settled on farms in the
New England states, in the early part of
the 1880s another wave of immigrants
came to the United States as laborers in
the Pennsylvania coal mines and large
industrial cities, hoping to find the
streets lined with gold.
What they lacked was a place of

worship and a priest who would care for
them spiritually, in 1884 the Rev. lvan
voliansky came from Ukraine to serve
the people. He was the first Ukrainian
Catholic priest and in 1885 built the first
Ukrainian Catholic Church in America
in the coal mining citv of Shenandoah,
Pa.
in Detroit, Ukrainians first made their
presence felt in 1899 when Nicholas
Stefansky organized a group of Ukrai–
nians into a church community and in
1907 built a small wooden church on the
southeast side of the city in the area of
Michigan and Livernois. This church,
St. John the Baptist, became the mother
church of the several other Ukrainian
Catholic churches in Metropolitan
Detroit. There are about 30,000 Ukrai–
nian Catholics in Detroit.
The divine liturgy on December 1 will
conclude the celebration of the centen–
nial of the Ukrainian Church in Ame–
rica and begin the Detroit celebration of
the Millennium of Ukrainian Christia–
nity which will occur in 1988.
Participating in the centennial obser–
vance will be the following churches: St.
John's, immaculate Conception, St.
Josaphat's, St. Michael's and Our Lady
of Perpetual Help.

U1A to launch concert series
NEW YORK - On Sunday, Decem–
ber 8, the Ukrainian institute of Ame–
rica will launch the fourth season of the
Sunday Concert Scries, which features
Ukrainian chamber music.
According to series director ihor
Sonevytsky, this year's concerts will be
presented in conjunction with the Music
and Art Center of Greene County, inc.
The program has applied for a New
York State Council on the Arts grant,
and representatives from the council are
scheduled to attend the December 8
concert.
This year's series offers a subscription
membership, which allows series ticket
holders a discounted price. The Sunday
concerts will be held on December 8.
February 2, March 23 and April 20.
The first Sunday program will feature
soprano Lois Hinderlie, and the 1 Trii
chamber group composed of violinist
Josef Barkiwsky-Berman, cellist Nestor
Cybriwsky, and pianist Thomas Hryn–
kiw. They will perform works by Handel, Schubert, Wolf, Grieg, Sibelius and

Barvinsky. This season the chamber trio
also hopes to release cassette recordings
featuring the works of Ukrainian cornposers.
Early next year, the Sunday concert
series will bring singer Joanne Kolomy–
jec down from Canada. Ms. Kolomy–
jec was a finalist in the Metropolitan
Opera auditions.
І Trii will highlight the March 23
program by performing works by
Haydn, Lalo and Liudkevych. The last
concert of the season will focus on
works from French, ltalian and Ukrai–
nian operas as sung by Olha Bodnar–
Talyn. Natalia Chudy-Husiak and
Edward Evanko.
All concerts will be held at the
Ukrainian institute of America, 2 E.
79th St., on the corner of Fifth Avenue.
Suggested donation is 510 for adults, 56
for senior citizens and students. For
more information about the series or
subscription tickets, please call the
institute at (212) 288-8660.

The Ukrainian Weekly:
a 50-year tradition of news and features

PREVIEW OF EVENTS
December 5-6

December 8

TORONTO: The Ukrainian Story
Theatre of the St. viadimir institute
and St. Demetrius School will per–
form in "Fox Mykyta," a play based
on the poem "Lys Mykyta" by ivan
Franko, at St. Demetrius School,
125 LaRose Ave. Performances are
scheduled at 10:30 a.m. 12:45 p.m.
and 2:30 p.m. on December 5, and at
10:30 a.m. and 1 p.m. on December
6. Tickets are: 55 foradults, S3.50for
senior citizens and students, and S3
for children 12 and under, and are
available at West Arka, Bloor Street,
Arka Book Store, Queen Street, the
St. Demetrius School office and the
St. viadimir institute office.

SOUTH BOUND BROOK, N.J.: A
Craft Fair and Bazaar, sponsored by
the Ukrainian School, will be held
here at St. Andrew's Ukrainian
Orthodox Church on Main Street
between noon and 3 p.m. For more
information contact Nina Wedmid at
(201)249-5893.

December 7
NEWARK, N.J.: The Mother's Club
of St. John the Baptist Ukrainian
Catholic School will sponsor a St.
Nicholas program at 4 p.m. in the
school auditorium at ivy Street and
Sandford Avenue here. St. Nicholas'
office will be open from 8:30 to 9:15
a.m. and from noon to 4 p.m. Only
one parcel per recipient will be
accepted. For further information
call Chrvzanta Hentisz at (201) 7639134.
TORONTO: A pub night featuring
the renowned CFNY Road Show
will be held at the Ukrainian Cultural
Center, 83 Christie St. Doors open at
8 p.m., and tickets are 56 in advance
and 58 at the door. Advance tickets
may be purchased at Cheapies, 599A Yonge St.
December 7-8
ORLANDO, Fla.: The Ukrainian
community of the Orlando area will
take part in this year's international
Holidays with Leu Gardens at 1730
N. Forrest, Orlando, with a tradi–
tional Ukrainian Christmas tree and
foods. Admission will be 52 and
parking will be available at the Roger
Executive Center on McGuire Boule–
vard.

NEW YORK: The Ukrainiarr Mu–
seum will hold a pre-Christmas
reception at the Ukrainian Libera–
tion Front building, 136 Second
Ave., on the second floor. The program will begin at 5:30 p.m. and will
feature Julian Kytasty, bandurist,
and Swiatoslawa Kaczaraj, soprano,
accompanied by Michael Lev. There
will be a traditional buffet as well asa
raffle drawing. All are cordially
invited. Admission: museum mem–
bers, free; non-members, donations
suggested.
PH1LADELPH1A: The Ukrainian
Educational and Cultural Center at
700 Cedar Road is sponsoring a
lecture titled. "Scythian Gold: A
Historical Analysis." The featured
speaker at the 3 p.m. event will be Dr.
W. Draznowsky of Washington. For
information call the center at (215)
663-1166 or (215)663-0707.

iRviNGTON, N.J.: The New Jersey
Chapter of the National Confedera–
tion of American Ethnic Groups in
association with Eastern and Central
European nationalities groups is
sponsoring a seminar on "victory
Without Fear: A Response to
America's 'Nazi Hunting' Experi–
ment" by archivist William S.
Turchyn at the Ukrainian Center,
140 Prospect Ave. The 2:30 p.m.
program will feature a declassified
U.S. Army film depicting forced
repatriation of Eastern Europeans
to the Soviet Union in 1946.
Registration will begin at 1:30 p.m.
December 13

TORONTO: The Ukrainian Story EDMONTON: The Canadian lnsti–
Theatre will present "Fox Mykyta" tute of Ukrainian Studies is sponsor–
at the St. viadimir institute Theatre., ing a seminar by Orest Martynowych
620 Spadina Ave. Performances are titled, "Radicals, Priests and Pea–
scheduled for 11 a.m., 1 p.m. and 3 sants - The First Phase of Ukrai–
p.m. on December 7, and at 2:30 p.m. nian Emigration to Canada" in the
on December 8. For information and Heritage Lounge in Athabasca Hall
tickets call the institute at (416) 923- at the University of Alberta at 7:30
p.m. For more information about the
3318.
lecture call (403) 432-2972.
І WASH1NGTON: A Christmas Ba–
Ц zaar will be sponsored by the Holy December 21
1 Family Ukrainian Catholic Church,
I located on 4250 Harewood Road ST. CATHARINES, Ont.: The u–
Щ NE. Crafts, books, food and orna– krainian Youth Association is spon–
II ments will be sold. Tables may be soring a Christmas Party to be held
i ; rented and donations are welcome. at the Ukrainian Black Sea Hall,
І The hours are: Saturday. 11 a.m. to 4 located at 455 Welland Ave. The
і p.m., and Sunday, 1 p.m. to 4 p.m. event is scheduled from 9 p.m. to 1
ф interested persons should contact a.m. Admission is S3 with buffet
І Mary Dubik at (202) 526-3737. For included. For further information
І the book sale, contact Jurij Dob– call (416) 682-3044. 1 czansky at (301) 649-6558. and forthe
1 arts and cralts exhibit contact Ste–
PLEASE NOTE: Preview items
1 phanic Diachok at (301) 891-3660. must be received one week before
І PH1LADELPH1A: The Ukrainian
І Educational and Cultural Center at
І 700 Cedar Road in Philadelphia is
1 sponsoring a Christmas Bazaar this
Щ weekend. For more information call
1 the center at (215) 663-0707 or (215)
І 663-1166.

desired date of publication. No
information will be taken over the
phone. Pre,view items will be
published only once (please note
desired date of publication). All
items are published at the discretion
of the editorial staff and in accor–
dance with available space.
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