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"Chornobyl Week" in Ukraine
Easter services celebrated by UAOC to mark disaster's anniversary

On the rebirth of a Church

The Pokrova (Holy Protection) Cathedral in Kiev.
JERSEY C1TY, N.J. - Priests from
the Ukrainian Autocephalous Ortho–
dox Church were allowed to hold Easter
services in the Pokrova Cathedral on
Easter Sunday, April 15, reported Reu–
ters press service.
This was the first time clergy of that
Church were allowed to celebrate
liturgy since the Ukrainian Autoce–
phalous Orthodox Church was banned

by Stalin in 1930. An all-night service
was attended by several thousand
people in the church that was tempora–
rily handed back to the Autocephalists
for Easter observances, reported Rukh's
independent press service.
The Consistory of the Ukrainian
Orthodox Church in the U.S.A. did not
have any further information on this
historic religious service.

Thousands of Catholics celebrate in Lviv
despite closed St. George's Cathedral
by Marta Kolomayets
ROME — Thousands of Ukrainian
Greek Catholic faithful celebrated the
joyous holiday of Easter on Sunday,
April 15, in the western Ukrainian city
of Lviv, converging upon the Churches
of the Transfiguration, St. Onufriy and
two houses of worship in Shevchenkiv–
sky Hai, which were recently turned
over to the Studite monks, reported the
Rev. ivan Dacko, chancellor for Cardi–
nal Myroslav ivan Lubachivsky, pri–
mate of the Ukrainian Catholic Church,
based in Rome.
The Cathedral of St. George remain–
ed closed to all believers throughout the
holiday season despite the Lviv City
Council's decision on April 6 to return
the church to its rightful owners, the
Ukrainian Greek Catholics.
Although the city council had voted
to return to Cathedral to Ukrainian
Catholics by Thursday, April 12, the
Russian Orthodox had ignored the
decision of the city deputies and re-

fused to vacate the premises.
Archbishop volodymyr Sterniuk,
prelate of Ukrainian Catholics in U–
kraine, appealed to the faithful of his
Church on Good Friday, April B,toact
in a spirit of love and forgiveness during
this holiday season and not resort to
violent ways to obtain entry to St.
George's.
Despite the setback Easter was cele–
brated by the Ukrainian Greek Catho–
lics in Lviv "as never before" according
to observers, reported Keston College,
based in England.
Latest reports from Rome indicate
that at present, the Lviv regional
council has also confirmed the decision
reached by the Lviv City Council on
April 6 to return St. George's to the
Greek Catholics and currently a munici–
pal commission has been set up to take
inventory as to the property of St.
George's Cathedral and its surrounding
buildings.
it is believed by various sources in
(Continued on page 3)

KlEv -– Commemorations of "Chor–
nobyl Week" will take place here in the
capital of Ukraine on April 22-26 in
observance of the fourth anniversary of
the nuclear accident at the Chornobyl
power plant, some 60 miles north of
Kiev.
An ad hoc committee was created
here on the initiative of the Zelenyi Svit
(Green World) ecological association,
the Popular Movement of Ukraine for
Perebudova, or Rukh, and the Ukrai–
nian Helsinki Union.
Activists Andriy Demydenko and
volodymyr Tykhy reported that a
special meeting to organize the commit–
tee had been held on March 13 and that,
in addition to representatives of Green
World, Rukh and the UHU, among the
participants were members of Memorial, the Ukrainian Peace Committee,
youth organizations, creative unions,
the Chornobyl Union based in Kiev,
newly elected people's deputies and
others.
Chornobyl Week will begin with a
celebration on Sunday, April 22, of
international Earth Day and with
demonstrations against destruction of
the environment.
On April 23-26, there will be a
conference on nuclear and other sources
of energy in Ukraine, radioecology,
radiobiology, the medical consequences
of the Chornobyl accident, as well as its
social and political ramifications.
On these days, Ukraine's movie
houses and television stations will
screen films on the Chornobyl disaster

and related ecological topics.
Thursday, April 26, the actual day of
the Chornobyl catastrophe's fourth
anniversary, has been proclaimed a
"Day of National Mourning."
The ad hoc committee has appealed
to the Ukrainian SSR Supreme Soviet
to declare that day a day off from work
so that the public can participate in
various programs, including an-all
Ukrainian moleben that is to be held in
Kiev at St. Sophia Square in memory of
the Chornobyl victims. Similar relb
gious services are to be held throughout Ukraine.
The newly re-established Ukrainian
Women's Association has appealed to
all Ukrainian women to mark this day
of mourning in an appropriately som–
ber manner.
At 8 p.m. that evening a 10-minute
period of silence is to be observed
nationwide. All traffic is to stop and
candlelight processions are to be held as
church bells toll. At 10 p.m. the popu–
lace has been asked to light candles in
the windows of their homes and apart–
ments and to turn off all other lights.
Also that day, various protest mar–
ches are to be held, along with picket–
ing of industries that have caused the
ecological disaster confronting Ukraine
today.
Messrs. Demydenko and Tykhy also
reported in their news report that a telemarathon is scheduled to air in Moscow
in commemoration of the Chornobyl
anniversary, it is curious, however, they
(Continued on page 13)

1NS1DE: THE CHORNOBYL CATASTROPHE
Ф A fourth anniver–
sary look at the Chor–
nobyl disaster: the postaccident scientific review, by Dr. David Marpies — page 4.
Ф A drafted Chor–
nobyl clean-up worker,
vasyl Kavasiuk, tells his
story — page 4.
Ф i n t e r v i e w : Dr.
Dmytro Hrodzinsky,
member of the Ukrai–
nian SSR Academy of
Sciences and Green
World leader, speaks
out — p a g e 4.
fr Editorial, Turning
the pages back... —
page 6.
Roger HalserfSource: Evening Kiev newspaper, July 5,1989.

Map reproduced from The Philadelphia inquirer Magazin^
shows the areas in Ukraine affected by the Chornobyl nu–
clear accident's fallout. Darker areas denote the "Dead
Zop.e,'? '

Ф The second Chor–
nobyl disaster, reprint
from The Philadelphia
inquirer Magazine —
centerfold.
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CPU threatens democratic deputies;
replaces reformist Lviv party chief

JERSEY C1TY, N.J. - On orders of sibility for attempts on equal national
the Central Committee of the Commu– rights and violent disruption of the
nist Party of Ukraine, the Ukrainian integrity of USSR territory," the UPA
SSR Procurator's Office has threatened reported.
Among the 58 deputies, the statement
legal action against local councils in
population,
which
would
then
result
in
by Dr. Roman Solchanyk
negative attitudes towards nationally western Ukraine as well as individual listed USSR People's Deputies volo–
Anatoliy Pobribny is a well-known conscious Ukrainians. These slogans activists of the national democratic dymyr Yavorivsky and Dmytro Pavly–
literary critic who played an active role are impossible, and 1 consider them movement for their "unbridled nationa– chko, and Ukrainian SSR Deputies
list" activity, reported various sources. ivan Drach, Mykhailo Horyn, Oles
in the organization of the Popular absolutely unnecessary.
in another development, Yakiv Shevchenko and vyacheslav Chor–
Movement of Ukraine for Perebudova,
it's
disturbing
that
our
official
propa–
Pohrebniak, the reformist first secre– novil.
or Rukh. He is a secretary of the board
ganda
seeks
out
such
things,
such
Rukh Press international reported
of the Kiev organization of the Ukrai–
tary of the Lviv Oblast Communist
nian Writers' Union, a professor in the slogans. Then they say: "See, this is Party Committee, was dismissed from on April 9 that the Ukrainian SSR
department of journalism at Kiev State what Rukh is about." This is how Rukh his post at a party plenum meeting in Procurator's Office issued a statement
University, and chairman of the Corn- gets defamed, even though it may have Lviv on April 14, reported Agence warning western Ukrainian local coun–
mission on Education of the Taras Shev– been an unwise act on someone's part or France Press. Some 3,000 people cils against the installation of blue-and–
chenko Ukrainian Language Society. possibly a provocation. І think the gathered that day to protests Mr. yellow Ukrainian flags and other na–
methods of education and enlighten– Pohrebniak's replacement by a staunch tional symbols on the local councils'
CONCLUSION
ment are the only possibility. We must conservative, vyacheslav Sekretariuk, buildings.
awaken the people.
The Procurator's Office decided to
during a closed plenary session attend–
We have essentially come to the
ed by Yuriy Yelchenko, secretary of the send a special group of procurators to
nationality problem in Ukraine. There
the
Lviv and ivano-Frankivske oblasts,
CPU
Central
Committee.
You head the Commission on
are two aspects here that are extremely
Lviv mayor Bohdan Kotyk stormed stating among the causes, "the necessity
interesting. First, the problem of "Little Education of the Ukrainian Language
Russianism" in Ukraine. This is a Society. What kind of role could that out of the session in protest of the anti- to fulfill the recently adopted law of the
historical problem, one that some language law, which came into effect at democratic atmosphere of the plenum USSR" mentioned above, reported the
Ukrainian writers have treated. І have the beginning of this year, play in and nomination of Mr. Sekretariuk, RP1. Also a special group of Ministry of
in mind the remarks of Yuriy Shcher– Ukraine, and particularly in the eastern threatening to quit the Communist internal Affairs, including KGB, offi–
bak and the article by Mykola Ryab– oblasts, where 1 get the impression that Party, reported the Ukrainian indepen– cials were dispatched to these regions.
The Lviv Oblast Council voted on
chuk in the journal Druzhba Narodov the language issue is not a paramount dent Publishing and information Asso–
April 9 to raise the blue-and-yellow flag
ciation.
at the end of 1988. in the West, com– one for Ukrainians?
Reuters reported on April 17 that a over the Lviv Opera Theater, where
mentators obviously realize that U–
kraine is very important to the whole
As you know, the law came into effect joint statement by the CPU, govern– they were holding their opening session,
nationality question in the Soviet on January 1. it is an imperfect law in ment and parliament of Ukraine de– reported Rukh Press international. The
Union. One the other hand, the problem which there are many loopholes that nounced steps taken by members of the Ternopil Oblast Council unanimously
of underdeveloped national self-aware– will permit the stagnators and bureau– Popular Movement of Ukraine for voted on April 9 to raise the Ukrainian
ness, especially in the eastern oblasts, crats not to implement it. But we think Perebudova, or Rukh, which has swept flag on the council's building, and
does exist. How do you view this? How the newly formed Parliament will be to power in local councils in western included a vote in favor by Yevhen
Ostrozhynsky, first secretary of the
can this historically very complex able to make some amendments to this Ukraine.
"An unbridled nationalist propa– oblast party committee and newly
problem of Ukrainian "Little Russia– law. This is necessary. But for the
nism" be solved?
moment the law, even in its present ganda is under way under the slogan of elected chairman of the oblast,co^'^ctl.
Seventeen of the 58 deputies named
form, represents a certain achievement. the rebirth of national consciousness,"
This is a real problem, it exists and it І think that the struggle to implement the statement, published by TASS, said. by the republican procurator issued a
protest
against the procurator's and the
this
law
constitutes
one
form
of
parlia–
cannot but exist insofar as Ukraine has
it also accused the councils' new
been dependent for so long, and the mentary struggle for the attainment of leaders of seeking secession, persecuting CPU's campaign against their actions:
"Following the peaceful meetings on
forces of denationalization have, unfor– the republic's sovereignty. Obviously, local communists and encouraging
youth to desert from the Soviet armed March 31, 1990, in support of the
freedom-loving
Lithuanian people,
forces, reported Reuters.
Ukraine has been dependent for so long, and the
it vowed that "resolute measures" which occurred all over Ukraine, the
ruling apparatus began slandering and
forces of denationalization
have,
unfortunately, would be taken to ensure that Soviet the
administrative harassment of public
laws are complied with.
political
activists for participating in
assumed colossal proportions... we are only just
The Ukrainian Press Agency of
London reported on April 11 that 58 them.
awakening.
"TTie impudence of the Ukrainian
deputies from the all-union, republican
and local councils were threatened with SSR Procuracy has gone too far: they
are
threatening to prosecute even
arrest for staging rallies in support of
tunately, assumed colossal proportions we are all slightly naive; we thought Lithuania's secession, held throughout people's deputies for participating in
in Ukraine. Bear in mind the 300 years that, come January 1, 1990, the changes Ukraine on March 31 and April 1.
these meetings.
of tsarist rule and now the decades of would take place immediately. But it is
"it is understood that the procuracy's
A statement issued by the CPU,
the Stalinist-Brezhnevite regime, in all very complicated.
titled, "Who needs confrontation," did cynicism is supported even by the
essence, we are only just awakening. As
There is one major drawback to the not specify whether the charges against highest echelons of the republic's party
you know, the process began in the law — i.e. it has no financial backing,
apparatus, which prior to the March 31
1920s, "the executed rebirth." The the necessary funds should have been the deputies would be criminal or meetings revealed its ugly face and
renaissance is beginning. The problem appropriated, but this was not done. administrative. However it mentioned opposition to the people.
exists, and somehow a way out has to be The government is planning something. the possibility of the application of the
(Continued on page 16)
found. І think through major educa– A few weeks ago 1 attended a session of new "Law on strengthening the respon–
tional work...
the city soviet where the issue was being
examined as to what could be done in
Kiev in order to bring the law into force,
You mean Rukh?
FOUNDED 1933
it would be relatively easy, let us say, to
І mean Rukh, 1 mean the Taras put up Ukrainian-language signs, exclu–
Shevchenko Ukrainian Language So– sively Ukrainian-language signs, in the
An English-language Ukrainian newspaper published by the Ukrainian National
ciety, the Writers' Union. There is no subway, on buses, and on streetcars.
Association inc., a non-profit association, at 30 Montgomery St., Jersey City, N.J.
But
then
the
man
who
is
responsible
for
other way, you understand 1 know, and
07302.
it is widely known, that a legion of our the subway says: "You understand, the
countrymen are Russified and dena– subway route maps and directions for
Second-class postage paid at Jersey City, NJ. 07302.
tionalized. І would not begin to blame use of the subway are in Russian, and
^^^^^^(1SSN
- 0273-9348)
^
^
^
each of them, it is not their fault. That is tiow we want lo order new signs." But
Yearly subscription rate: S20; for UNA members - S10.
how things turned out. There was an then he cites a figure of six rubles per
avalanche of Russification policies sign and asks: "Where are we supposed
Also published by the UNA: Svoboda, a Ukrainian-language daily newspaper.
aimed at them. Many of them are to get the money?" Here is one of the
small
examples
of
how
this
law
lacks
a
simply not aware; they are "Little Rus–
The Weekly and Svoboda:
UNA:
financial base.
sians," and they don't understand.
(201) 434-0237, -0807, -3036
(201) 451-2200
But what is the answer? І would like
Second — and this is very bad — the
to express the following thought. Some- consequences of violation of this law,
Postmaster, send address
times extremist slogans, as they are particularly by leaders, are not speci–
changes to:
Editor: Roma Hadzewycz
called, appear - as on the anniversary fied anywhere; that is, the law does not
The Ukrainian Weekly
Associate Editors: Marta Kolomayets
of the unification of Ukraine, when the establish legal penalties for failing to
P.O. Box 346
Chrystyna Lapychak
slogan "Occupiers of Ukraine, Get Out" adhere to it. This is how it all begins, if
Jersey City, NJ. 07303
could be seen. І approach this very those things are missing, then imple–
realistically and soberly. These slogans mentation of the law will proceed
The Ukrainian Weekly, April 2 2 , 1 9 9 0 , No. 16, vol. Lvill
cannot have a positive effect. They can slowly. We know that there is a major
Copyright 1990 by The Ukrainian Weekly
only bring about a split in the Ukrainian
(Continued on page 15)
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Thousands...
(Continued from page 1)
Ukraine that the Russian Orthodox
leaders have looted the premises over
the last several weeks.

in front of St. George's Cathedral on
Easter Saturday to bless their baskets;
their numbers ranged from 150 to 200
faithful.
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Landsbergis seeks U.S. recognition

WASHINGTON - in a letter deii–
vered to the White House on April 18,
Lithuanian President vytautas Lands–
bergis appealed to President George
Easter in Lviv
Bush for "concrete help" from the
United States as his country faces the
According to Msgr. Dacko, who
imposition of a "new iron Curtain" in
received information from representa–
According to tourists returning from the form of a Soviet economic blockade,
tives of the Ukrainian Catholic Press Ukraine, St. George's Cathedral has reported the Washington office of the
Bureau currently returning from a been closed since March 13, the day Lithuanian information Center.
fact-finding trip focusing on the Archbishop Sterniuk walked out of
"We are very grateful for, and have
Ukrainian Catholic Church in Ukraine, Quadripartite Commission talks and been very much encouraged by, the
20,000 to 30,000 Ukrainian Catholics tens of Greek Catholic faithful staged a repeated statements on the part of the
blessed Easter baskets from 3 p.m. hunger strike in support of the United States over the last few weeks in
through the evening hours at the Trans- hierarch's action.
support of Lithuania's expression of its
figuration Church. At 11 p.m. the midright to self-determination. What we
night services at Christ's tomb began,
very
much need today, however, is your
Throughout the Holy Week, however,
served by Archbishop Sterniuk, the lea– officials of the Council of Religious strong political support — your recog–
der of Ukrainian Catholics in Ukraine, Affairs, with whom various members of nition of the new Lithuanian govern–
and his bishops Filemon Kurchaba and the Ukrainian Catholic Press Bureau ment," said the Landsbergis letter.
Julian voronovsky. The services conti– and journalists met, underscored the
"At this point, we need your concrete
nued with Resurrection Matins and a fact that they did not consider the help; use of Soviet military force, and
pontifical divine Easter liturgy which Ukrainian Catholic hierarchy in political pressure on other countries to
ended after 5 a.m.
Ukraine official because it was not not recognize Lithuania continue, and
appointed by the vatican. The hierarchs now there is the threat of an economic
On Monday, April 16, known as of the Russian Orthodox Church blockade as a new iron Curtain is drawn
Bright Monday (Svitlyi Ponedilok) reported that they did not consider around Lithuania on the Baltic Sea and
Borys Gudziak, a student of theology Archbishop Sterniuk to have legal
from the United States, who escorted a status in the Ukrainian Catholic
group of foreign journalists through U– Church.
kraine over the holiday season, conducted a spiritual rebirth service at the
Msgr. Dacko commented on this
Transfiguration Church, somewhat in aspect of the Ukrainian Catholics talks
the atmosphere of Metropolitan She– on Thursday, April 19, stating that the
STAMFORD, Conn. - Bishop Ba–
ptytsky's 1933 Youth for Christ Rally in Holy See does consider the official; the sil H. Losten has announced that an
Lviv.
vatican delegation joined the Ukrai– agreement has been signed between the
in a telephone conversation with the nian Catholic bishops during Quadri– Stamford Diocese and the Catholic
Rev. Dacko, he reported that thousands partite Commission talks in March of Legal immigration Network inc. to
facilitate immigration procedures for
were present for the service. Msgr. this year in Lviv.
Ukrainians to emigrate to the United
Dacko curiously asked who was present
The Ukrainian Greek Catholic States.
at this service, to which Mr. Gudziak
The Office of Migration and Refugee
responded, "youth from ages of 2 to 82." hierarchs will also be part of the official
vatican publication, Annuario Pontifi– Services of the United States Catholic
it was als5 reported from Rome that cio, a listing of the Catholic Church's Conference (MRS;USCC) initiated the
Catholic Legal immigration Network
the Russian Orthodox faithful gathered hierarchs.
inc., (CL1N1C), a not-for-profit corpo–
ration, in 1987, to provide immigrationrelated assistance for both documented
and undocumented immigrants and
refugees on the diocesan level.
The primary objectives of CL1N1C
are threefold: 1) to establish a national
On Good Friday, April 13, Borys this way that all questions must be
immigration support network for dioce–
Gudziak and Mykhaylo Dymyd, resolved, the questions of the Uniate
san offices performing direct immigra–
currently escorting a group of foreign Church and all others.
tion casework; 2) to promote minimum
journalists through the Soviet Union
standards for the delivery of immigra–
to acquaint them with the situation
So you look towards the future
tion legal assistance; and 3) to make
of the Ukrainian Greek Catholic with hope?
these
diocesan immigration assistance
Church, chanced upon Raisa Gorba–
operations
financially feasible.
chev and Barbara JaruzelskLwife of Optimistically, of course. And you
The Stamford Diocese joins the
Polish President Wojciech Jaruzel– don't?
Archdiocese of New York, the Diocese
ski, who were visiting the Danilov
of Brooklyn and the New Jersey diocese
Monastery.
Can 1 relay this to the Greek
in
this CL1N1C pilot program which
Mrs. Gorbachev responded to Catholics?
began in 1988.
questions posed to her concerning
the Ukrainian Catholic Church and Of course. We should believe, look
Obituaries
provided her views on the Church's to the future with optimism, and І
future. The interview, conducted in think that they will find, they will
Russian by Messrs.. Gudziak and find, a common solution.
Dymyd, took place on the steps of
KEARNY, N.J, - Dr. Gregory
the central church of the monastery. Will the Greek Catholics be able to
Jawny, longtime chief medical exa–
Following is an English-language celebrate Easter in the Cathedral
miner
for the Ukrainian National
translation provided by the inter- Church of St. George?
Association, died here at a local hospi–
viewers.
tal on Wednesday evening, April 18.
І cannot tell you because 1 do not
This is thefirstEaster being cele– know to whom it belongs. EMetro–
He was the father of Ulana Diachuk,
brated after the normalization of politan Juvenaliy interjected: At
supreme treasurer of the UNA.
relations between the vatican and present the Orthodox have this
Surviving are Dr. Jawny's wife,
the Soviet Union. How do you see church.J
Stephania, and son, Dr. Lubomyr
the future and how will the question
They could celebrate Easter toget–
of the Greek Catholic Church in the her in the name of unity and the
Soviet Union be resolved? Will it be concord of people on earth. Let's do
f
legalized?
it this way. This is most important.
Let us be patient with each other,
NEWARK, N.J. - Wasyl Kychun, a
You know, 1 do not dare to resolve understanding: after all in the name
leading member of Americans for
these questions. І believe that they of concord and unity of people, let us j
Human Rights in Ukraine and founder
will be resolved. But the feast, in fact, celebrate Easter together.
of its Ohio branch, died here on Thurs–
the feast is Easter. People are here, І
day, April 19, following a prolonged
am glad, 1 greet you on the occasion
in the name of the entire group of l illness. He was 68.
of this feast, this is what 1 would like journalists and of Greek Catholic l
Mr. Kychun, was a participant in the
to say.
we wish you the best.
advance groups of the Organization of
The Church, after all, carries a
Ukrainian Nationalists and a political
spirit of good will, mercy and it is in
Thank you. Thank you.
prisoner in Nazi concentration camps.
He was a founder in Lorain, Ohio, of
No confirmation could be received on
the rumored resignation of Russian
Orthodox Metropolitan ireney of Lviv
and Halych, which was reported last
week.

з

the Polish border. This aggression must
be recognized for what it is, and labeled
as such by the West," the Lithuanian
president wrote.
The letter was written April 14, one
day after Soviet President Mikhail
Gorbachev delivered an ultimatum to
the Lithuanian government, insisting
that it repeal certain laws or face an
economic blockade. The letter was
brought to the United States on April 16
by a visiting Lithuanian parliamenta–
rian.
Meanwhile, sources in vilnius told
the Lithuanian information Center that
a pro-independence rally is planned for
April 19 at 5 p.m. in the Lithuanian
capital, outside the parliament building,
it is to be the first in a series of weekly
demonstrations organized by political
parties, non-governmental organiza–
tions and student groups desiring to
express their solidarity with the Lithua–
nian government's efforts to chart a
course of independence for the Baltic
country.

Stamford Ukrainian Catholic Eparchy
to open immigration assistance center

First Lady Roisa comments
on Ukrainian Catholic Church

Bishop Losten said that CL1N1C will
provide the newly established Stamford
Diocese Office of immigration Services
with direct client representation, pro–
fessional assistance and management
services, consultation, legal assistance
and access to a nationwide, interdiocesan computer support system.
"This new diocesan office will permit
us to better answer the unique and
special needs of Ukrainians wishing to
emigrate to the United States and to
provide them with the assistance they
will need in their new homeland,"
Bishop Losten said.
"Furthermore," the bishop con–
tinued, "we can expect that CL1N1C
will serve an advocacy function for
immigrants' and aliens' rights; areas in
which Ukrainians have suffered —
perhaps more so than have other ethnic
groups."
Oversight for CL1N1C is provided by
a board of directors composed for
members from among Catholic bishops
in the United States.
MRS;USCG anticipates it will be
operating the CL1N1C program in more
than half of all United States diocese
within the next two years.

Gregory lawny, MD, UNA medical examiner
Jawny.
A panachyda was to be offered on
Friday, April 20, at 7:30 p.m. at the
Burnadz Funeral Home in Clifton, N.J.
A funeral liturgy was to be offered at
St. Nicholas Ukrainian Catholic
Church in Passaic, N.J., on Saturday,
April 21, at 9 a.m. Burial was to follow
at Holy Spirit Ukrainian Catholic
Cemetery in Hamptonburg, N.Y.

Wasyl Kychun leading AHRU activist
the Ukrainian National Home, and an
active member of many Ukrainian
community organizations.
Most recently he was a prominent
activist of Americans for Human Rights
in Ukraine, serving as its treasurer and
financial secretary.
His earthly remains will be laid to rest
at St. Andrew's Ukrainian Orthodox
Cemetery in South Bound Brook, N.J.
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CHORNOBYL'S 4th ANNivERSARY: CHORNOBYL EXPER1ENCE: Story
The post-accident scientific review of a drafted clean-up worker
by Dr. David Marples
The explosion that took place on
April 26, 1986, at the Chornobyl nu–
clear power plant led to a long-term
scientific inquiry into the causes of the
Chornobyl accident that is still con–
tinuing. Although some of the early
conclusions about that disaster may
have been premature, the reviews have
led to an official halt to construction of
graphite-moderated reactors in the
Soviet Union, and the shutdown or
transformation of some of the existing
stations of that design.
Moreover, after the accident, the
authorities designated a zone with a
radius of 30 kilometers around the
damaged reactor as the source of chief
concern. This zone also includes the
town of Chornobyl.
Although the civilian population was
evacuated from this zone in the first
months after the accident, it has become
the current center of activities and the
location of a new Chornobyl Center for
international Research.
Much of the initiative in the postaccident inquiry has been transferred to
the international Atomic Energy
Agency in vienna. Although the ІАЕА
was never permitted to inspect a Soviet
reactor until 1985, it has played an
active role since the Chornobyl accident
not only in assessing the potential and
real inadequacies of the RBMK, but
also in trying to safeguard the future of
nuclear power in the Soviet Union, it
has thus visited various reactors thought
to be dangerous by the populace and in
almost every case has declared that
there is little or no cause for anxiety.
its initial report on the Chornobyl
accident, based on a presentation by the
Soviet delegation, appeared in August
1986, with a supplementary account
issued in October 1987 after a second
ІАЕА meeting. The general consensus
was that the accident was a result of
operator error, made during an acciden–
tal reduction of power in the middle of a
safety experiment.,
Western analyses, however, have
placed in some doubt this judgement
and have even suggested that the struc–
ture of the safety rods of that reactor —
all of which were inserted during an
attempted shutdown to stop the sudden
power surge - was itself the main cause
of the Chornobyl disaster, in addition,
Soviet specialists acknowledged that
the design of the RBMK contained an
inherent flaw, i.e., that the reactor
becomes unstable at low power.
The reaction from the Ministry of
Nuclear Power of the USSR, esta–
blished in July 1986 and renamed the
Ministry of Nuclear Power and indus–
try in 1989, has been mixed. RBMK
programs for new reactors at Smolensk
and Kostroma have been curtailed, in
the latter case, the reactor type has
simply been switched to the waterpressurized ( W E R ) variety. But in
other areas, existing and controversial
reactors have remained in service.
Thus Chornobyl itself currently has
three reactors, two of which, following
the explosion at unit four, were restarted by October 1,1986, and the third
in December 1987. The Leningrad and
Kurak stations remain in service. The

RBMK-1500 station at ignalina, Li–
by Roma Hadzewycz
thuania, has evidently been halted at
two existing reactors, but remains a
JERSEY C1TY, N.J. - Two months
bone of contention between the newly after the explosion that rocked the
declared independent Lithuania and the Chornobyl nuclear power plant some 60
Soviet authorities.
miles north of Kiev, vasyl Kavasiuk,
in short, the electricity requirements director of a cultural and sports com–
of the USSR have precluded the com– plex in Kalynivka, a suburb of 4,000 just
plete shutdown of existing RBMKs, outside the Ukrainian capital, was
and suggestions that the Chornobyl drafted to work on the mammoth cleanstation itself be phased out by 1995 have up operation at the plant and its en–
not yet received official consent. Above virons.
all, disputes have centered around the
Mr. Kavasiuk, 36, described what
fact that the control over reactors in happened on June 26, 1986: "A man in
Soviet republics has remained exclu– civilian clothes arrived at my office and
sively in the hands of ministries based in gave me some papers. The papers said
Moscow.
that by noon 1 had to appear at the local
At the Chornobyl plant, most of the military office — it was already 1 p.m. І
staff appears to be new, and at least 75 called the military committee and
percent has been changed since the asked, 'How is this possible?'І was told
accident. Operators have been subject– that 1 had to be there in 20 minutes. І
ed to a retraining program, safety rules took a toothbrush and a shaver, that's
are more rigorous, and the shutdown all, and had just enough time to phone
time for the reactor in an emergency has my wife."
been reduced to about four seconds
it was only 12 days earlier that the
from 20 seconds.
Kavasiuks, vasyl and Maria, were
The plant came under the sphere of married.
activities of the Kombinat production
"1 went to Brovary (the neighboring
association in 1986, along with the city town), where the military is stationed.
of Prypiat and a new town being built After reporting, we reservists were
for plant operatives, called Slavuych. in taken to the zone, past the barbed wire
late 1989, the name of this association enclosure near the village of Korohod.
was changed to the Prypiat industrial That's where we were stationed," he
and Research Association. This change recalled.
followed several months of rivalry
According to Soviet law, Mr. Kava–
between Kombinat and the emergency
aid crew also based in the town of siuk explained in an interview with The
Weekly,
any man under age 55 is in the
Chornobyl, called Spetsatom,i and
strong criticisms of Kombinat's a– military reserve and can be called up at
chievements by the authorities. Never– any time for compulsory duty. That is
theless, the staff of the association how Mr. Kavasiuk came to "the zone"—
remains largely unchanged, it can be the area surrounding the stricken nu–
said in its defense that it does not always clear power plant.
Now, four years later, he has lost one
receive sufficient financial and material
resources for its wide range of activiti– daughter, at the age of 20 months, to
1
leukemia;
has another daughter, 8
ties.
months old, who is also ailing; and
Between April 1986 and the summer
of 1989, the chief source of concern in
the 30-kilometer zone remained the socalled "sarcophagus" or covering of the
damaged reactor. A makeshift struc–
ture, it suffers from the excessive weight
above the reactor and a lack of stabili–
zation from below, in other words,
there is a possibility that the reactor
itself could be pushed downward unless
some new structure is imposed beneath
it. it has been virtually impossible to
take steps to reinforce the structure,
however, because of the very high
radiation levels at the site, which in mid1989 were about 1,000 times above the
natural background.
At this same time, a new idea was
advanced, which now has been elabo–
rated: establishment of a Chornobyl
Center for international Research.
The establishment of the center
followed active research work in the
Chornobyl zone by some 80 national
institutes, assisted by several foreign
specialists. Today, scientists have main–
tained that the reactor and its environs
represent a unique region for scientific
inquiry.
The draft program for the center once
again indicates that the ІАЕА is to play
a supervisory role. The ІАЕА is therefore suggesting the general conditions
under which research projects might be
undertaken. Further, the ІАЕА will
also be responsible for publishing the
results of the various projects, holding
meetings and conferences, under what is
termed an "umbrella" agreement with
the Soviet Union. Any institutions or
groups that wish to participate in
(Continued on page 12)

The article above, the first of a threepart series written on the fourth anni–
versary of the Chornobyl nuclear dis–
aster, is reprinted with permission from
Report on the USSR,a weekly report on
1. Personal correspondence with Yuriy
current Soviet affairs published by Risovanny, Pripyat industrial and Research
Radio Free Europe! Radio Liberty inc. Association.

himself suffers from eye problems as a
result of his 92-day tour of duty at
Chornobyl.
Since February Mr. Kavasiuk and his
daughter, Maria, have been living at the
Short Hills, N.J., home of Dr. Zenon
and Nadia Matkiwsky, leading activists
of the Children of Chornobyl Relief
Fund. Mr. Kavasiuk and little Maria
are receiving medical treatment at area
hospitals. They were joined at the end of
March by Mrs. Kavasiuk, 26, also
named Maria.
A clean-up worker's story
Mr. Kavasiuk shared his story during
a recent interview at The Weekly.
Born in a small village in the Ko–
lomyia region of western Ukraine, he
attended a music school in ivano–
Frankivske and later graduated from
the Kiev institute of Culture, majoring
in orchestra conducting. A musician
and composer, he was employed by
Ukrkontsert, the official Ukrainian
concert agency in Kiev.
Then in 1985 he got a job as director
of a recreational complex, which was to
include music and sports facilities, then
being built in Kalynivka, just outside
Kiev, in Kiev he met his wife, Maria,
who is originally from Khmelnytsky,
and the two were married on June 14,
1986.
By June 26 he was headed for the
Chornobyl plant, where an accident had
occurred on April 26.
"We lived in tents in a field (near the
village of Korohod), and we cooked
under tarps. The boys had built tables
from the wood of the contaminated
forest, in a contaminated field. Thetarp
would rip, and rain, with radioactive
particles from the nuclear reactor,
(Continued on page 14)

Yasyl Kavasiuk holds his 8-month-old daughter, Maria.
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CHORNOBYL'S AFTERMATH: Academician7environmentalist speaks out
by Roma Hadzewycz

areas requiring special medical care for residents.
in the following interview conducted at The
Ukrainian Weekly, Dr. Hrodzinsky shares his
thoughts on the Chornobyl accident, ecology and the
work of Zelenyi Svit.

Dr. Dmytro Hrodzinsky is chairman of the
Department of Biophysics and Radiobiology, Divi–
sion of Cell Biology and Engineering, institute of
Botany of the Ukrainian SSR Academy of Sciences.
He is a member of the international Council for
Scientific Development, and worked at the United Na–
tions Food and Agriculture Organization in Yugo–
slavia as an expert on plant physicology and biochemistry in 1962-1963.
He is the author of more than 400 research papers
on the natural radioactivity of plants and the
biological action of radiation on plants. Since the
Chornobyl accident he has devoted much time to
investigating the radiobiological consequences of that
nuclear catastrophe.
Recently he visited the United States, where he
participated in the Conference on Contemporary
Ukraine at Rutgers University in Newark, N.J. (The
Weekly, March 25).
The 60-year-old Kiev University professor spoke
passionately about the "ecological anxieties"facing
Ukraine and especially about the Chornobyl disaster
which took place on April 26, 1986, and whose
consequences will continue to be felt for decades.
"The accident at the Chornobyl nuclear power
station," he said, "was a catastrophe that ruined the
beautiful land of Polissia and the health of many
thousands of people. The accident was a cruel lesson to
all of mankind."
Dr. Hrodzinsky, who had visited the Chornobyl
area, now known as the "Dead Zone, "soon after the
accident, noted that in those first days 203 persons
who were part of the emergency crew suffered acute
radiation sickness; of that number 31 died. However,
Kolomayets
he added, "many thousands of people participated in
Dr. Dmytro Hrodzinsky
the liquidation of the consequences of the accident, the
erection of the so-called sarcophagus, and the deEarlier this year, Literaturna Ukraine published a
contamination of the surrounding territory."
two-part article about the consequences of the
There were some 600,000 of these clean-up workers. Chornobyl accident titled "Damocles' Sword of
Their work, he noted, was extremely hazardous, as the Radiation." The series began by quoting a decree of
first groups of these workers manually cleaned up the USSR Ministry of Health issued on June 27,1986,
radioactive debris that had spewed out of Chornobylfs that ordered a cover-up of the Chornobyl nuclear
damaged reactor. "The state of individual dosimetry, accident and its effects on the populace and clean-up
including the evaluation of doses of iodine and the workers. What is your reaction to this decree?
noble gases received in the first few hours after the
accident are not known. Thus, we cannot state the
There was such a decree. The people could not stand
number of people with subacute radiation sickness," this secrecy because this was a crime, a real crime.
he wrote in a recent scholarly paper.
Under the pressure of public opinion this decree was
in addition, approximately 135,000 persons were rescinded about seven months ago.
evacuatedfrom unsafe areas in the zone, some 12 more
However, the fact of the matter is that this secrecy in
villages are to be depopulated in the Narodychi and of itself is characterized by very great inertia and,
district, as are others west of the accident site. "About although that resolution is no longer in effect, the
1,800 villages in Ukraine, Byelorussia and Russia desire to keep something secret remains. The tendency
have now been identified as being contaminated to a toward covertness is maintained for a very long time.
degree necessitating evacuation," he reported.
And paths to the hearts of those people who continue
"The principal effects of those overexposed to this concealment must be found so that they will under–
radiation are connected to two periods after the stand that this cannot be done.
accident, "he wrote. "Thefirst was immediately after
This (secrecy) is based on the question of what
the accident due to the influences of iodine 131, should come first: care for the health of the people or
irradiationfrom short-lived radionuclides, radioactive prevention of a panic situation? And this secrecy as
clouds and inhaled hot particles. We do not know how regards the ecological situation, or more precisely, as
large were the doses received during this period. regards health dangers, prevailed because it was
Special retrospective dosimetry shouldJte carried out thought that if people panicked then this would lead
to determine thosedoses. .Thesecond^period began only to worse consequences.
one to:twpM
still going
As well, ecpnomii-iamors undoubtedly played a
on,cindwill^ntiriuejor many years b^ftuse the half- role, since much moiety was needed to liquidate the
life of cesiurn, strontium and transtirariic elements is consequences of the accident, and to find these funds
long."
in such quantity wisimpossible. What was needed was
Dr. Hrodzinsky also commented on the increasing to determine appropriate priorities, it would have
number of illnesses among the population, and noted been best if something had been done immediately, but
that "what is especially distressful is the quality of life the economic situation in and of itself was such that to
for children in the affected areas," who suffer immediately take all those steps (that should have been
from various ailments, including deficiencies in their taken) was not possible; thus, it was necessary to
immune systems, cataracts and thyroid problems.
determine the priorities in this matter.
Dr. Hrodzinsky, who is also deputy chairman ofthe
Well, a question arises: is it humane or not, if, let us
Zelenyi Svit (Green World) ecological association, say, people are affected by radiation in various degrees
noted that he opposes the 35-rem limit set by USSR in the attermath of the accident; there are those who
government authorities on a lifetime (70-year) dose of are severely affected — these need immediate medical
radiation for a person because "it seems completely attention; there are those who are less strongly affected
unreasonable to have a lifetime limit without a yearly - they can wait. Of course, it still would be best if all
limitation on irradiation,f, and because low doses of those affected, whether more or less severely, are
radiation have also been found to be harmful.
taken care of; if all appropriate preventive measures
Green World, he said, had proposed that Ukraine are taken, and not postponed for a later time.
But, the powers that be did not permit this. They
and Byelorussia should express their sovereignty after all, he argued, they are members of the United pbsed the question: How do we explain to the people
Nations - on this issue by setting their own radiation that you are affected by radiation, you will be sick, but
you must wait? Would the people understand this?
limits for the populace.
As well, Green World has initiated a proposalfor a And thus, it was decided to cover up this thing, and
law on the status, oflChprnpbyl that would classify this^ indisputably, is inhumane
it is inhumane because everything must be explain–
affected territories as uninhabitable, special-regime,
i.e. requiring special measures to ensure safety, or as ed to the people, and it is this that very many of cm

public organizations, the so-called informal organiza–
tions, are currently striving to do, especially Green
World (Zelenyi Svit), which 1 represent. The Popular
Movement of Ukraine for Perebudova (Rukh) also
has its own ecological section; it has its subcommittees
that deal with the Chornobyl question.
Chornobyl by itself uncovered a very large number
of shortcomings in the system that existed. Today,
within the process of perebudova, attempts are being
made to replace this system by something completely
different that would be based on respect for the
individual, and a recognition of the value of a person
and of human life, it was this principle that was not
understood during the Chornobyl disaster, that now
plays such a rebellious role in all the public, political
and social restructuring now going on in Ukraine.
One must say that this convertness concerned not
only the health of the people, but also the levels of
contamination. І said that one could still try to
understand, though not condone, the logic of the
actions of those who had maintained secrecy, but
the cover-up of conditions that arose on a large
portion of territory could in no way be justified. This is
not permissible. When you see little children playing
with sharp knives, you will take those knives away so
that they don't hurt each other. So why not tell the
people what is dangerous, what they should do to
decrease this danger from radiation. But here the
inattention was so great that several days had passed
before it was announced that people should not open
their windows. How could this be allowed to happen?
And how could it be - and this 1 consider a very
great sin before the people — that the May 1
demonstrations were not called off. Why, hundreds of
thousands of people walked in these parades, carrying
little children or leading them by the hand; they carried
flowers and waved. And all this occurred while a cloud
of radioactive iodine advanced. This happened in the
Kiev, Zhytomyr and Chernihiv regions. This is a
crime, it cannot be called anything else.
in the field of radiology there is a method of
calculating what may and may not be done by
weighing the harms and benefits. Thus you weigh the
all the negatives and positives, but here you see
nothing positive at all - there is only the negative. The
same can be said of the media's orientation at that
time: television showed how fodder was being
prepared somewhere near the Chornobyl region. Why
was this done when it was absolutely understood that
this would only bring harm, not food, to the people.
in addition, the populace should have been told
about very simply measures; an iodine preparation
should have been ingested to decrease the absorption
of radiation by the thyroid gland - this was not done,
it was not announced that windows should be kept
closed; or that people should wipe their shoes on a
doormat before entering their homes, or leave their
shoes outside so that radioactive dust was not brought
inside. All these are very simple things.
What was the situation like in Kiev during those
first days after the accident at the Chornobyl plant,
some 100 kilometers north of the capital?
І remember sitting at home and sticking a dosimeter
outside the door to the balcony. This dosimeter
crackled incredibly. The level was very high, for a long
time on some daysit was 1.5, 2, 3, 4milliroentgensper
hour. (The normal background level is .01 to .02
milliroentgens^ hour.3 Throughout the city, on those
very same balconies, on the streets, hot particles were
flying about. And they flew into open windows, if only
those windows had been tightly closed,at least inside the
buildings a normal level would have been maintained
for a long time, for it is true that inside houses the level
of radiation would have been the same as before the
accident for a long period of time if the people had
only protected their homes from this. But they were
not even told.
Even in Prypiat itself (where Chornobyl plant
workers were housed), where it was already known
that the accident had occurred - where "liquidators,"
those engaged in deactivating the reactor, were seen
walking around in their frightening masks and
equipment, armed with dosimeters and riding in
armored vehicles - at the same time scantily dressed
little children played in the sand. The question arises:
How can this be? Such a horror: the army is on the

scene and here, right next to it, little children are
playing. And this happened.
Such is the system of warning the populace. No one
was bold enough to make a decision, everyone a waited
some sort of directive from above. All this is
(Continued on page 11)

THE UKRAINIAN WEEKLY

Ukrainian Weekly

Truth on Chornobyl secrecy
This year, as Ukraine marks the fourth anniversary of the Chornobyl
nuclear disaster, it is clearer than ever just how criminal were the actions of
the Soviet government in concealing, first, the accident itself and, later, its
horrible consequences from the world and the people of Ukraine and
Byelorussia.
Today, nearly 4 million people are living in regions with higher than normal
levels of radiation; hundreds of thousands of Chornobyl clean-up workers —
conscripts and volunteers — are in need of medical attention; thousands of
children suffer ailments from cataracts, to thyroid problems to leukemia.
it is obvious that the number of Chornobyrs victims is horrendously higher
than the figure of 31 dead repeatedly cited by Soviet officials. That 31, it
should be noted, includes only those persons who died as part of the initial
emergency crew at the plant.
The number of victims surely is much higher, as for more than three years,
Soviet officials — including physicians as the Ministry of Health —
decreed the cover-up of the accident's consequences.
As well, we must count among Chornobyrs victims those evacuated from
their homes, those ailing, those dying — and those facing an uncertain future.
"We think it was inadmissible that for three years, the contamination maps
and information on the medical consequenooo were kept secret," Dr. Yuriy
Shcherbak, a people's deputy and a deputy chairman of the USSR Supreme
Soviet's environmental subcommittee, said earlier this month at a press
conference in Geneva where he had come to seek international aid for
Chornobylvs victims.
in "Mi-kro-fon," a documentary film on Chornobyl's aftermath made in
Ukraine, speakers noted: "The Ministry of Health Protection was
transformed into a ministry of protection of government secrets." "What we
need, first of all, is to be told the truth."
"The Supreme Soviet (of the Ukrainian SSR) acted as if the ecological
tragedy had occurred not in Ukraine, but somewhere in the Far East,"
People's Deputy volodymyr Cherniak told an extraordinary session of the
parliament.
Dr. Shcherbak, a physician, noted that the incidence of thyroid cancer
among the population is expected to increase tenfold, that the number of
cases of leukemia is growing (according to one Soviet ecologist the number of
cases among children is three times higher than before the accident) and that
immune deficiences are rising. "We call that Chornobyl A1DS," he said,
adding, "We believe this is only the beginning."
Thankfully, however, the Chornobyl cover-up is now being revealed - the
result of a huge public outcry and the formation of such public groups as the
Zelenyi Svit ecological association and the Popular Movement of Ukraine for
Perebudova.
As well, there is a new minister of health in the Ukrainian SSR, Dr. Yuriy
Spizhenko, who has begun to speak openly about the tragedy of Chornobyl,
the tragedy of the people.
indeed, at his first press conference he pledged: "it is essential to renew the
faith of the people in medicine, in medical science. This can be done only
through openness. І promise that from today on we will speak to the people
about Chornobyl using only the language of truth."
if only that had been the case in 1986.

April

26
1989

Turning the pages back...

Last year, on the third anniversary of the Chornobyl
nuclear accident, which left Ukraine and Byelorussia
Ч-. spiritually and physically devastated for decades to come,
Jonathan Steele, a columnist from England's The Guardian, observed the
atmosphere in Kiev, Ukraine's capital city.
He wrote:
"The third anniversary of the world's worst nuclear accident, 60 miles to the
north of here, was being commemorated in an atmosphere of glasnost which would
not have seemed possible a year ago. Stunned by the strength of the popular revolt
in the recent polls, official Kiev decided it could not reject a Chornobyl rally.
"instead it did its best to take the rally over, from the heavy police presence, to the
official who decided who should speak, and to the colonel who called us all to our
feet for a minute's silence for those who died. The bell tolled solemnly 20 times."
"Chornobyl hasn't taught us anything," volodymyr Yavorivsky told the
gathered crowds that day, reported Mr. Steele.
"An undemocratic society cannot be allowed to use high-risk technologies. The
only way to make things safe is more democracy," Mr. Yavorivsky told the rally
participants.
Mr. Steele also reported:
"Yet in spite of all the official glasnost, in contrast to that first week after the
disaster when the Kiev authorities tried to pretend there was no danger, many
Ukrainians still feel that a cover-up is going on."
"One of the highest rounds of applause went to a speaker who angrily declared: І
have seen ministry documents urging officials not to publish the full facts about
radiation doses.
"Sp,^ke.–, who claimed that everything was under control were booed and
whistled. Sections of the crowd jeered in unison or waved their banners."
Now, one year since this event, and in the days after the founding congress of
Rukh, the Popular Movement of Ukraine for Perebudova, the citiv. ens of Ukraine
are gearing up for one full week of commemorative Chornobyl events, as they
become even more aware of the dis;mal state of their ePW,anment and the tragedy
that Chornobyl has brought into their lives.
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For the record

Ecumenical appeal from lvano-Frankivske
The Weekly received an ecumeni–
cal Easter message from the hie–
rarchs of three Churches that serve
the faithful of the lvano-Frankivske
region. We reprint the text of this
historic message which callsfor unity
and peace among all Christian be–
lievers.
Paschal appeal to all faithful of the
lvano-Frankivske region.
Dear brothers and sisters!
in these enlightening Easter days,
we, hierarchs of all Christian confes–
sions turn to you during this appro–
priate time of the spiritual rebirth of
our people.
The entire Christian world — both
East and West - celebrates together
and glorifies, united in voice and
heart, the Resurrected Lord, who in
His Resurrection became victorious
against the powers of evil and
darkness and brought humanity the
hope of triumph of good over evil.
The first words of the Resurrected
Christ to his student were: Peace be
with you; and so we your humble

archpastors appeal to you, our hono–
rable clergy, brothers and sisters,and
ask that you all live in Christian
peace, love and unity.
And this is why, we request for–
give one another mutual affronts,
discords and let us keep harmony
and peace, remembering the words of
Jesus Christ: "in this way, they will
know that you are My students,
when there is love among you."
We greet you heartily and send our
best wishes with the Easter holidays;
May the Blessed Lord be with all of
you.
Khrystos vokres! voistuny voskres!
From the Ukrainian Greek Catho–
lic Church, Auxiliary Bishop So–
fron (Dmyterko).
From the Ukrainian Orthodox
Church (formerly the Russian Ortho–
dox Church) Archbishop Feodosiy
(of Khmelnytsky and Kamianets
Podilsky).
From the Ukrainian Autoce–
phalous Orthodox Church, Andriy.
Pascha 1990, lvano-Frankivske

LETTERS TO THE ED1TOR

A reaction to
Minister Serdyuk
Dear Editor:
We were saddened, but not surprised,
to read of Dr. Andrey Serdyuk's fru–
stration with the lack of international
assistance to the victims of Chornobyl.
if only all the efforts made to extend
help to the victims of Chornobyl had
been accepted. So many lives could
have been saved, so much pain could
have been alleviated - and so much
more could have been avoided.
in addition to calls for money, medi–
cines and supplies, many attempts were
made to seek intermediaries who might
be able to facilitate our efforts, in the
aftermath of Chornobyl, the Washington Ukrainian community, among
others, rallied to this cause.
The Washington Group: An Associa–
tion of Ukrainian American Profes–
sionals turned to Armand Hammer for
help — to no avail. The Ukrainian
American Community Network of
Greater Washington approached some
80 embassies in our area - even their

Canadian foundation
offers Ukraine study
EDMONTON - The Canadian
Foundation for Ukrainian Studies has
negotiated an exchange agreement with
the international Association of Ukrai–
nian Studies which allows a Canadian
scholar to do research for a period of 10
to 12 months at any institute of the
Academy of Sciences in Ukraine.
The foundation will cover the cost of
travel to Ukraine and provide a S 1,000
grant toward research expenses.
Housing and a monthly stipend of 350
rubles will be provided by the Academy
of Sciences.
Applicants must be Canadian citizens
or landed immigrants, hold a doctorate
and be affiliated with an institution of
higher education.
The closing date for receipt of appli–
cations is May 1. For application forms,
please write to: Canadian Foundation
for Ukrainian Studies, ^500, 433 Main
St., Winnipeg, Manitoba R3B 1B3.

efforts to assist us were rebuffed. The
Network simultaneously approached
the World Health Organization, the
Red Cross, Care Catholic Charities, the
World Council of Churches, the Na–
tional Council of Churches, the vati–
can and Mother Teresa ... also to no
avail.
So it was only the Florentines, who
got through that impenetrable Soviet
wall with assistance. And why was that?
Thanks for a most interesting and
enlightening interview.
Marta Pereyma
Arlington, Уа.

More on Ukraine
and the media
Dear Editor:
Christine Demkowych ("Ukrainians
and the media: Why so little coverage?"
April 1) offers valuable first-hand
observations on how the Moscowbased Western press works and strate–
gies that might be taken by Ukrainians
to obtain greater media exposure.
While much of what Ms. Demkowych
says based on her three-month stay in
Moscow last summer still applk s, there
have been improvements.
During my visit to Kiev for the March
18 run-offs elections, 1 saw sevt ,al pro–
fessionally done press relea^ at the
Rukh headquarters. These Englishlanguage releases are now being
faxed to various Moscow bureaus
of major media outlets. While
this is not a substitute for individuals in
Moscow who would maintain personal
contacts with Western journalists, as
Ms. Demkowych suggests, it is a step in
the right direction.
Ukrainians are beginning to obtain
more coverage (one recent example, Bill
Keller's front-page New York Times
article on the Ukrainian elections), but
there is still a ways to go. One way the
diaspora can help events in Ukraine
gain greater media exposure is bysupporting democratic forces in U–
krame such as Rukh which are now not
only getting the news out, but, more
importantly, are creating the news.
^
vj Orest S; Deychaktwsky
Washington
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Faces and Places

Sister city organizers denounce
Ukrainian activists for nationalism
about Ukraine.
This was to no avail. The initiators of
the Sonoma-Kaniv pairing were "peace
activists" more concerned with "pre–
venting nuclear war" than with Ukraine
or Shevchenko; most unfortunately,
their number included two members of
the City Council.
The City Council refused to correct
the spelling to "Kaniv." During the July
1988 visit, the city spent S4,000 on a 16hour-a-day police escort to "protect"
the Soviet Ukrainians from us. The
Ukrainian language was banned by the
mayor of Sonoma from official commu–
nications and a "vitayemo" sign 1 made
was ordered taken down.
When the deputy director of the
Shevchenko Museum of Kaniv asked
Oleh if she could meet with the Ukrai–
nian community of the San Francisco
Bay Area, Mayor Larry Murphy de–
clared, "meet with them 30 minutes in
the hotel lobby or not at all."
We criticized this and other elements
of the Sonoma program. For this, we
were labeled "anti-Sonoman" and
"anti-Soviet." We were accused of using
our role in the group of foment revolu–
tion in Ukraine and were largely denied
access to future Ukrainian guests.
Books about Ukraine, including the
"Lost Architecture of Kiev" catalogue
of The Ukrainian Museum of New York
were labelled "anti-Soviet" and out of
place.
All this is in marked contrast to other
California sisters of Ukrainian cities,
such as Modesto, Davis and Santa
Rosa, where Ukrainians are welcome.
For example, the Sonoma County
Museum thanked us for our help in
organizing a Christmas exhibit in 1989.
Controversy was resurrected a few
months ago after the new sister city
president tried to make a fresh start, and
asked Oleh to head a committee looking
into building a monument to Shev–
chenko in Sonoma (as suggested by
Kaniv), with funds partly derived from
donations from the Ukrainian Ameri–
can community.
Oleh pointed out to city officials that
the Ukrainian American community
would never financially support a
Nancy H. Weres, M.D., and her Russian-language monument in a city
husband Oleh Weres, Ph.D., of So– with a history of anti-Ukrainianism. At
noma, Calif., are involved in that city's the invitation of the new mayor, Ken
sister city relationship with Kaniv, McTaggart, Oleh wrote a draft propo–
Ukraine.
(Continued on page 13)

by Myron B. Kuropas

by Nancy H. Weres

The progress of perebudova in the
many spheres of Soviet society has been
notably uneven. My husband, Oleh,
and 1 have learned from bitter ex–
perience that the restructuring of the
U.S.-USSR "citizen diplomacy" move–
ment is equally necessary and uneven in
its progress.
At a stormy meeting of the Sonoma
(California) Sister Cities Association on
March 29, my husband and 1 were
denounced as "anti-Soviet," and acused
of trying to exploit the sister city
relationship, established in pre-Gorba–
chev times, with Kaniv, Ukraine, for
"Ukrainian nationalist propaganda."
This latest round of a three-year
conflict began when we were vilified as
"anti-Soviet separatists" at a Sonoma
City Council meeting, and attacked by a
sister city officer in a banner headline
article in the Sonoma index-Tribune.
We then asked the Sister Cities Board
for an apology, in spite of my request
that the discussion be private, the board
allowed the meeting to be a Staliniststyle "show trial" of us by the antiUkrainian elements in the group. The
The Sister City Board voted 8-0 not to
apologize, and some board members
suggested that we leave the group.
Our problems began when we moved
to Sonoma, Calif., a small retirement
community in a renowned wine district.
Sonoma County has a long established
leftist tradition.
І am a pediatrician and a member of
the Ukrainian Medical Association of
North America and came here to set up
practice. My husband, Oleh, a public
member of the U.S. Commission on the
Ukraine Famine, is a chemist and set up
a environmental research and develop–
ment firm, the Sonoma Research Co.
We read in the newspaper that So–
noma was entering a sister city relationship with "Kanev, Russia." І went to
many meetings to try to explain that
Kaniv is in Ukraine and of its impor–
tance to Ukrainians as the burial
ground of Shevchenko, and to offer our
assistance in educational programs

NEW RELEASE

Ukraine... again
Thefirsttime 1 visited Ukraine was in
1963. it was a family trip, long planned
by my father to introduce me to uncles,
aunts and cousins 1 had never met.
Although we were followed around
everywhere we went, the mood in
Ukraine was hopeful. Stalin was dead
for 10 years and Nikita Khrushchev was
introducing welcome changes.
"if the changes continue ^t the same
pace during the next 10 years as they
have during the past 10 years," one of
my relatives told me, "Г11 soon be
visiting you."
When my dad and 1 returned to
Chicago, we shared our impression of
Ukraine with a packed house of local
Ukrainians. We were, after all, two of
the first Ukrainian Americans from the
nationalist camp to travel to the USSR.
As we spoke, a small group of zealots
distributed leaflets outside the hall
claiming we had "betrayed the Ukrai–
nian cause" with our trip.
І visited Ukraine again in 1974, this
time with my wife, Lesia. І met her
relatives, she met mine.
The mood in Ukraine 11 years later
was quite different. "The last time you
were here," my relatives told me, "we
prayed that things would get better.
Now we pray that they won4 get worse."
Once again we had "guardian angels" to
follow us around.
Upon our return to Chicago, few
people seemed interested in what we
had seen. No one protested. So many
people were visiting Ukraine by that
time that our trip was hardly unusual.

press about the health effects of the
Chornobyl disaster.
Of particular interest is the report
from the National Research Council in
Washington, which challenges the old
standards for radiation levels, it says
that the risk of cancer from low levels of
radiation appears to be four times as
high as previously estimated.
"This could significantly alter calcu–
lations of the potential health impact
caused by the Chornobyl fallout,"
speculates Mr. Derzko.
Future issues of the ECOLOS publi–
cation will cover the recent Zelenyi
Svit (Green World) conference, the
mystery illness in Chernivtsi, and
radiation hotspots in Ukraine.
For more information, contact:
ECOLOS, 7 Glen Agar Drive, Toronto,
Ontario M6B 5L1; (416) 622-5386.

All of this was beyond anything 1 had
anticipated. І knew 1 would be speaking
at the university but 1 had no idea to
whom and how often. Addressing some
300 people was a pleasant surprise. So
was the audience response. A few, a very
few, seemed disgruntled by what 1 had
to say. Others appeared confused and
uncertain. Most, however, appeared
receptive. A few were visibly enthusias–
tic.
І was so enthusiastic following my
first university lecture 1 threw caution to
the wind and began my second lecture
with "Slava isusu Khrystu." And here
and there 1 heard "Slava na viky."
Unbelievable!

Hoping to develop an ongoing rela–
tionship with teachers and students in
Ukraine, 1 visited School No. 125,
where 1 met all nine of the Ukrainian
students who were in Chicago last
November, and School No. 269. Boris
Eremeev, a Ukrainian teacher recom–
mended by Ukrainian Torontonians
George Duravetz and Michael Wawry–
І visited Ukraine a third time a few shyn, who had gone to Ukraine on a
weeks ago at the invitation of Kiev State similar mission a few weeks earlier, was
University. Unlike my first two trips, most helpful in pointing me in the right
no one followed me around. І went direction, it was Mr. Eremeev who
where 1 pleased and said what 1 pleased. helped me negotiate a memorandum of
Although there was much dismay about understanding with Messrs. A. Tym–
the economy and anger with an en- chyk and N. Gritzan of the Kiev Depart–
trenched nomeklatura that is digging in ment of Education and send Englishits heels, obviously determined to fight speaking Ukrainian teachers to the
to the bitter end, there is hope for the DeKalb Public Schools for a onefuture. Far more than in 1963. Here and month co-teaching experience under
there one sees blue and yellow lapel pins the patronage of Northern illinois
in Kiev, especially at the university and University.
in the elementary schools 1 visited.
Having met Prof. Oleh Bilorus of the
Many families opened their homes and Kiev international Management insti–
their hearts to me during my stay in tute in Chicago, 1 was determined to
Kiev and they, too, are cautiously visit his operation. І was impressed with
optimistic. Slowly but emphatically, what 1 saw and promised to help place
many Ukrainians in Kiev are preparing English-speaking Ukrainian M.B.A.
for a better, more self-determined candidates with American companies
future.
for three-month internships. More
І delivered two lectures at Kiev State about that in future columns.
University, thefirstto a group of some
Still another exciting result of my
150 local high school history teachers, Ukrainian sojourn as an agreement in
the second to a similar number of principle to a three-week Ukrainianiza–
history and law students. My topic was tion seminar at Kiev State University
"From Rusyn to Ukrainian: The De– for American and Canadian students
velopment of Ukrainian National Con– this coming August.
sciousness in the United States." Both
Future columns will be devoted to my
times 1 was introduced by Prof. v.l. impressions of Rukh, Ukrainian–Jewish
Serheichuk, author of "The Fate of relations in Kiev, and other interesting
Ukrainian National Symbolism," a aspects of my short but encouraging
1990 monograph.
visit.
І spoke for about an hour discussing
My third trip to Ukraine was un–
the role of the Ukrainian Church in the doubtedly the best ever. While it is sad
development of a Ukrainian identity in that it took so many wasted years to
America as well as such political groups change, the fact remains that Ukraine is
as the socialists, communists, monar– changing. Slowly. For the better.
chists (Hetmantsi) and OUN nationa–
The good Lord willing, 1 plan to
lists. Formal questioning was limited to return many times. There are definite
a half hour, but informal questions, in things all of us can do to help Ukraine
the hall, on the sidewalk and in the park get back on its feet. Perhaps this time,
across the street, lasted much, much well all get it right.

ECOLOS offers environmental newsletter
TORONTO - ECOLOS, a To–
ronto-based environmental group con–
cerned with environmental issues in
Ukraine and the Soviet Union, has
started a media-scanning service available to ECOLOS members, supporters
and the media.
"This monthly publication will review timely and significant emerging
environmental issues, concerns and
trends in Ukraine," said editor Walter
Derzko.
The first issue, which appeared in
January of this year, contains articles
concerning Soviet proposals for libe–
ralizing access to Western information
in Ukraine, the growing concerns about
the disposal of bio-hazardous and
radiological medical wastes, and the
raging debate in the Soviet Ukrainian

longer. Most of the audience seemed
starved for information about Ukrai–
nian community life in America. History
students preparing theses pleaded for
books on modern Ukrainian history, in
English or Ukrainian. "Our libraries
have one or two copies and the waiting
list is very long," they told me.
І delivered similar lectures at the
institute of Social Sciences, where 1 was
introduced by Dr. Mykola Zhulynsky,
and at the Ukraina Society, where 1 was
introduced by Stanislav Lazebnyk.
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CHORNOBYL REviSlTED: The second Chornobyl disaster
The following article appeared in The Philadelphia inquirer Magazine,
as its cover story on January 14, 1990. it was written by Steven Goldstein,
The Philadelphia inquirer's correspondent in the Soviet Union for the
previous three years, and was accompanied by photographs by inquirer
staff photographer Charles Fox.
The article is reprinted with permissionfrom The Philadelphia inquirer,
(it appears exactly as published in that newspaper's magazine, without any
editorial or stylistic changes or alterations in transliteration.)
by Steve Goldstein
On Saturday, April 26, 1986, Nikolai Andreyevich Zakabluk was due to
begin his shift as chief of the 22-person electric shop at the Chernobyl
Atomic Power Station at 8 a.m. it was already light at 6 o'clock, the
beginning of a fine, warm, early spring day, when Zakabluk awoke, shaved
his broad, square, olive-skinned face, washed, and left his high-rise
building in the company town of Pripyat for the short walk to the bus stop.
His wife, Galina, who also worked at the plant, was in Leningrad on a short
holiday.
Arriving at the bus stop at 6:50 a.m., Zakabluk was puzzled to see some
colleagues who he knew were not scheduled to work that day. Something
has happened at the Atomic Power Station, they told him. What that was,
they didn't know. They were merely instructed to report to the plant.
During the 15-minute ride to Chernobyl, Zakabluk reeled through the
possibilities as if flipping through a mental Rolodex. The card that said
reactor meltdown did not come up.
"As we approached the APS, we could see the destroyed roof of No. 4
block and the ruined parts of the reactor," Zakabluk recalled. "Even so, we
couldn't imagine the real extent of the situation."
He entered the electric shop at 7:35 a.m. and listened with mounting
incredulity to a briefing by members of the previous shift, who had been at
Chernobyl when an explosion blew the roof off the No. 4 reactor, heaving a
1,000-ton concrete slab that covered the core into the reactor well. Two
seconds later, a second explosion ignited a series of fires and blasted a
gigantic cloud of radioactive gases a half-mile into the sky.
Zakabluk could smell iodine and, later, ozone, both byproducts of a
nuclear accident. He worked until 5 p.m. trying to restore electricity to the
No. 3 reactor, and attempting to safeguard the electric cables from the
cooling system outflow that was cascading out of the No. 4 block.
By May 1 - the Soviet May Day holiday - Zakabluk was working 12hour days in the plant maintaining electric power. His shift also was
entrusted with the delicate task of pumping away the excess oil and other
fuel that could have turned the entire station into a fireball. His first break
came on May 18, when he was allowed to leave and spend two weeks with
his brother in Dnepropetrovsk in the southern Ukraine.
it was difficult tb n for Zakabluk to comprehend the immensity of the
Chernobyl catastrophe. But what has happened since he could never have
imagined: that three years later he would be forced to face the possible end
of his working life at age 45. That Soviet authorities would refuse to accept
that his failing health is the direct result of his Chernobyl cleanup efforts.
That he would lead an organization of more than a thousand "Chernobyl
veterans" seeking official recognition that their ailments are professionally
related, thus entitling them to treatment and disability compensation.
Nor could Zakabluk foresee that one day he would oppose his son's
going to work at the place where he and his wife were employed much of
their adult lives. Why? Because the APS, in his opinion, was not "sterile
enough."
April 26, Ш86, may have been the day that Nikolai Zakabluk's life was
shattered, but many others - scientists, political activists, journalists,
health specialists - say the more fateful day was May 15, the beginning of
the Chernobyl Coverup. On that day, all the data about radioactive
contamination was declared classified, locked up and put away. For three
years, the cloud of secrecy was denser than the deadly cloud unleashed
from the northern Ukraine throughout the world.

Cover of the Philadelphia inquirer Magazine that featured an article on the consequences of the Cl
nuclear accident.
At least two prominent scientists, one (
in May 1989, it was finally revealed that up to onethird of Byelorussia's territory had been contaminated worked on the cleanup following the acciden
seriously enough to warrant evacuation, meaning that that Party Polituro member Yegor K. І
tens of thousands had continued to live on heavily shielded the true impact of the accident fro
contaminated land. About 1,800 villages in the President Mikhail Gorbachev, so that decisi
Ukraine, Byelorussia and the Russian republic have on helping the victims was never taken. Said (
now been revealed to be "dirty"; the vast majority are scientists, a nuclear physicist who requeste
still inhabited. That same month, the Ukrainian mity: "The feeling seemed to be the classic cas
government finally ordered the evacuation of 12 they don't know won't hurt them.
"it was a very, very big mistake," he said,
villages in Narodichi. in effect, the entire district was
being declared unsafe for the living. Or, as local lie, and lies don't last long. Practically all t
residents put it, Narodichi has become the "Dead had been contaminated, and our response ws
Gorbachev knew the real scale of the accidc
Zone" or the "Dead Land."
Yet even now,eight months after that notice,most of global consequences — he would have
the residents of Narodichi (and Byelorussia) remain. Chernobyl in May 1986."
Gorbachev did not visit Chernobyl until
Without a definite evacuation plan, they are helpless,
Now, much of the story is out - a story of mismanagement, negligence frustrated, angry and most of all, sick. Just how sick is 1989.
Forty-two miles to the west of Chernob
anyone's
guess.
and deception that has caused perhaps the greatest health crisis in the
Why this happened remains for investigators to village of Mali Klishchi of the Narodichi dist
Soviet Union since Stalin's forced collectivization led to widespread
famine in the early 1930s, in the Narodichi district of the Ukraine, which discover, but part of the reason may be the battered Chizhevskaya was 21 years old and pregnan
stands as a symbol of this criminal coverup, children and adults are ill, Soviet economy. "The original criteria ffor evacua– first child on that tragic day in April 1986. Si
some fatally, from prolonged exposure to Chernobyl's radiation. The birth tionj mostly reflect the economic possibilities of the husband, Mikola, who worked as a driv
of deformed farm animals presages worse to come. Many people - poor, country," said Yuri P. Spizhenko, the recently nearby Kotovski kolkhoz, or collective f
trusting, numbed by a lifetime of lies from their government - have appointed health minister in the Ukraine. "There was a living with her parents when they learned
trouble understanding that the very crops they harvest, the generations-old desire not to spend unnecessary money on evacuation accident at the Chernobyl APS. They were
fruit of their way of life, are deadly. And how did the village fathers learn of and resettlement. To move the great masses of people as most of the Soviet Union's 280 millior
were: a three-sentence statement read c
the accident? By chance, they said, after discovering that most of their only due to emotion is not reasonable."
in November, Spizhenko replaced one man deemed television at 9 p.m. Monday, April 28, H
buses had been taken to the district boundary to form a temporary
responsible for the coverup, Health Minister Anatoli hours after the accident.
quarantine "wall."
Within a few weeks, the family moved to th
Chinks in the wall were made by the newly wielded hammer of glasnost, Romanenko. Yet Spizhenko, 39, who had been vice
or openness, which has laid bare many of the facts behind the world's worst minister, admitted in an interview that he too was part Popelnyi, 120 miles southwest of Narodic
of
the
conspiracy
of
silence.
"We
were
living
in
a
they
stayed with Mikola's brother. Al
nuclear disaster. Even today, as fresh details about incompetent officials
and stupendous radiation levels become known, the wall hasn't come regime of complete secrecy," he said, "and the workers daughter, ina, was born, they were in no hui
in
different
ministries
simply
could
not
speak
the
back to Mali Klishchi, "Little Tic" in Ru:
down, the lies do not cease, lame words substitute for decisive action. Only
truth."
eventually they did, encouraged by Zoya'
the victims of Chernobyl know the true horror. They are living it yet.
Many officials have come under attack. Soviet who'd discovered that new homes were beii
Soon after the accident, Soviet officials set a baseline figure for
radioactive contamination and, based on that, more than 100,000 people journalists and former workers at the plant have called their village for the evacuees from the
were evacuated from the Ukraine and neighboring Byelorussia to the for criminal charges to be brought against former quarantine zone around Chernobyl. Why w
north, most of them, from within a 30-kilometer (18-mile) radius of the Ukrainian party boss viadimir Shcherbitsky; Yevgeni build if it was unsafe to live there?
At one end of Mali Klishchi is Ulitsa
APS itself, an area that quickly became known as "The Zone." in the Chazov, the Soviet minister of health; and Yuri lzrael,
Narodichi district, only four villages were ordered evacuated; the rest were chairman of the State Committee on Hydrometero– Friendship Street, a row of 20 one-story br
that stands like a stone picket on the edg(
logy.
considered to be normal and fit for human habitation.
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They are shabby, spalling, in the advanced state of
decay that seems to infect Soviet construction like a
virus.
"We thought the situation here must be normal
because they were building this street," said Chizhevs–
kaya, now sitting in the small, chilly living room of her
house at No. 41. A flowered head scarf, favored by
women in the rural Ukraine, hid most of her fawncolored hair, ina, 3, played in her lap, providing just
enough distraction so that though her eyes often filled,
they never overflowed.
The nosebleeds began in late 1988. First, ina
suffered from them, then Zoya had the same cornplaint, complicated by severe headaches and a
constant pressure in her temples. Local residents, as
baffled as the doctors who try to treat them, call it the
Chernobyl syndrome.
in May 1989, three years after Chernobyl blew, the
Soviet authorities ordered Little Tic and 11 other
villages to be evacuated.
"if only we had known, we could have stayed in
Popelnyi," Chizhevskaya said in her plaintive way.
"But no one told us anything. We would never have
come back here, not for any money."
Money is on everyone's mind in Mali KlishchL
For about a year now, the authorities have been
paying a bonus of 30 rubles (about S50) a month to
families in contaminated areas so they can buy the
"clean" food that's being brought into the region. The
stipend quickly became known as the "nagrop," the
coffin bonus, in early October, some residents began
receiving an extra 25 percent in their monthly wage.
This they call the "pomenalniye," the funeral allowance.
Because the house was given to them by the
kolkhoz, the Chizhevskys have no equity in it and
will not be paid for it when they leave. They are
building a new house themselves in Popelnyi, with
Mikola traveling by bus or sometimes borrowing a
truck from the kolkhoz to deliver building materials.
With luck, they may be able to move in the spring.
"We keep treating each other well at home, but we
become nervous easily, irritable," Chizhevskaya said
sorrowfully. "Especially now that we know the real
danger to us."
Living three houses away on Friendship Street is
Alexander A. Kaminsky, the acting director of the
village school. The director — Kaminsky's father-inlaw — died of a heart ailment at age 52 in June, an
illness, according to doctors, directly related to the
large amount of radiation he received while pasturing
cows.
A robust fellow with a quick smile, sparkling blue
eyes and curly blond hair, Kaminsky, 31, says 49
families have left Mali Klishchi since May, while an
additional 211 remain. The schoolhouse, which has
only eight grades, is a long, stone, whitewashed onestory building with a metal roof. As of Sept. 1, there
were 52 students. Now there are 47 - including 13
who came from another village school that was closed.
The school will remain open until the last child has left,
Kaminsky said, though he will try to leave by spring if
he can find a place to go. Three months of searching
has yielded no place with teaching jobs for both his
wife and himself.
"Why should 1 stay here?" he asked. "So my kids get
more radiation?"
Natasha, 7, and Slava, nearly 5, are suffering from
hyperplasia, or enlargement of the thyroid gland.
Now, the boy complains of aching joints and was
recently hospitalized with stomach pains.
"The people who go away cry because they are being
forced to leave," Kaminsky said. "We who remain here
understand it is worse for us. For the kids in the
school, the emotions are much stronger. Somehow, І
see doom in their eyes."
The village of Mali Klishchi is little different from
thousands of villages in the rural Ukraine that look
like The Land That Time Forgot: one main street,
often named after state founder viadimir 1. Lenin,
lined with little wood cottages called izbas, often with
delicately carved wood shutters and other decorative
trim that, if anything, accentuates the primitive nature
of the dwellings. Horse-drawn carts are a common
sight, as are herds of dairy cows crossing the muddy
roads. The wells are in front, toilets out back. At the
elbow of the main street sits the main food store, which,
as anyone will tell you, had more on the shelves, lots
more, in Brezhnev's time.
Narodichi translates from Ukrainian as "To the
Relatives." No one is certain of the name's derivation;
perhaps it was the home of the ancestors of those who
moved to the burgeoning metropolis of Kiev, the
nation's third-largest city, 110 miles to the south.
Before the accident at Chernobyl, about 28,000 people
lived on the fertile 1,300 square kilometers of this
raion, or district. Many of the people born in
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Narodichi live their entire lives here, working the land,
as their parents did before them — something easy to
imagine in this timeless environment, permanently
brushed in sepia tones.
The first news that something strange was happen–
ing in Narodichi came in the fall of 1988 as rumors
swirled in Kiev about illnesses among children and the
birth of deformed animals. Emboldened by glasnost, a
few Soviet journalists began making trips up north.
One of the first was Gyorgi Y. Shklarevsky, a pencilthin, mustachioed, chain-smoking documentary
filmmaker who resembles a Jules Feiffer character.
Shklarevsky enlisted the support of well-known
Ukrainian writer and environmental activist Yuri
Shcherbak. Together, they began to document what
some had guessed, but no one had said publicly: that
the coverup had prevented anyone from learning how
much radiation was in the air, the food, and the water
- with devastating consequences.
After several visits to the area, Shklarevsky
produced a powerful 20-minute documentary in early
1989 titled "Mikrofon." One of those first invited to the
private screenings was Yevgeni Korbetsky of the
institute of Nuclear Research in Kiev. After seeing the
film, Korbetsky and several colleagues went up to the
area with their own dosimeters and took readings in
seven villages that had not been evacuated. What they
found were radiation levels that far exceeded their own
criteria for safety. What's worse, people were
continuing to consume the products they grew: milk,
meat, vegetables.
"The most awful thing is that we don't know what
kind of children we will have," said Natalya A. Sych, a
public health nurse in Narodichi who has treated many
area children. "So far we only have deformed pigs and
calves. People are consuming radiation constantly
because they are consuming their own products."
Like many bearers of bad tidings before them,
Shklarevsky and his crew were branded as slanderers
and provocateurs by Ukrainian government officials.lt
was only after the issue became political, and some
articles appeared in the outspoken weekly Moscow
News, that the public outcry forced official commis–
sions to make visits to the area.
in November, as the first snows sugared the
hardening earth, workers were laying a gas pipeline on
Lenin Boulevard in Narodichi village. The district seat
has not been ordered to be evacuated, though many
believe it will happen soon enough. Across from a
silver-colored statue of Lenin, his arm outstretched in
one of the half-dozen official poses, is the three-story
Communist Party headquarters building, inside,
party official Anatoly M. Nevmerzhitsky was having
difficulty explaining why the evacuation was going so
slowly, and why the majority of Narodichi residents,
including many children, are still living in the district.
"We have to have some other place to resettle them,"
said Nevmerzhitsky, an earnest if overwhelmed

apparatchik entrusted with the local party ideology
portfolio. "We offered some places to people, but they
are choosy — they weren't satisfied with the condi–
tions. The majority want to go to other communities in
this region, and this isn't possible. We have a plan to
build seven new villages, but this won't be done until
1993.
"Besides," he said without irony, "the resolution
calling for the evacuation described it as a five-year
plan."
Unlike in the United States and many other
countries, Soviet citizens cannot just pick up and move
where they please. They must have permission from
the local authorities, who anxiously guard precious
housing space and jobs. Some were able to move in
with relatives, but for most, this was impossible. The
government, having waited three years, seemed in no
hurry to relocate this vast population.
How to explain this to the residents of the village of
Nozdryshche, a community of run-down houses and
farms in the eastern part of the district of Narodichi?
Three years ago, the adjoining village of Nove(New)
Sharne was ordered evacuated and today sits shelllike at the end of a road where a metal sign, now pitted
with rust, warns of a zone under quarantine. Two
uniformed soldiers, working on month-long shifts,
guard the no-man's-land of barely 200 yards that
separates the dead village from the live one. in the
meadow adjoining the road, black-and-white cows
graze untroubled.
The last house on the street, not far from the brick
schoolhouse that closed this fall, belongs to Uyana
Posvistyol who has been living in a tumbledown izba
for 30 years with her invalid husband. Clad in thick
woolen stockings, felt boots, a long skirt and a black
head scarf, she is a woman whose teeth are mostly a
memory, but whose 65-year-old brain shows no loss.
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"When the people left, we were scared," she said,
standing in her front yard less than a football field
from the barbed wire. "We had our things packed. І
thought we all had to flee. Now, they have promised us
an apartment in Zhitomir, but 1 don't know whether
they will give us anything or not. І keep dreaming
about an apartment. My husband can't work, so 1 tend
the land. We have a cow, pigs and chickens. І grow
potatoes and apples. Maybe 1 can live without apples,
but how can 1 live without potatoes? My pigs eat the
same things, is it dangerous? What else can we do? We
live here and it grows here. І don't know what will be
the future for us."
For Uyana and her friends, the danger of radiation
is neither clear nor present in their minds - it's not
something they can see, smell or comprehend. "The
milk was white, and now it is still white," they say.
Two houses away, Marina vinogradova was carrying
an ancient sewing machine to a large open truck that
(Continued on page 10)

A reproduction of a photo and caption from The inquirer Magazine. Seen in the photo is a soldier closing the
gate blocking the road from the still inhabited village of Nozdryshche to the evacuated town of Nove Sharne.
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gentle with his animals, even the ones he calls the
chudovishi — monsters.
The deformed animals began appearing on his farm
toward the end of 1988, the first he had ever seen, in
1989, more than 80 deformed animals, mostly piglets
and calves, were born on the Lenin kolkhoz alone.
Some of the pigs have tumorous eyes, others are
completely blind, their eye sockets marked only by
scar tissues. One calf, still alive, has a prognathous
upper jaw.and barely a jaw below.
Other farms have seen worse: an eight-legged foal,
calves and piglets with extra or withered limbs, in
1988, the Narodichi district reported 180 deformed
animals, but Kozmenuk believes the true number is
much higher because only the collective farms were
obliged to report.
"So far, it's just the animals," said viktor vasilye–
vich Formanchuk, a former teacher who has been
working as a journalist in Narodichi for the past 13
years, "it may be our grandsons, God forbid, who will
have to pay for our negligence. Our officials respond
with unanimous silence when asked if they can
guarantee the safety of our children and grandchildren."
On Sunday, April 27, 1986, Formanchuk was
spending his day off fishing for bream in the River Uzh
near the Ukrainian village where he was born 33 years
before. He had caught several, at least enough to make
a meal, when an acquaintance passed by and paused to
chat. The neighbor said he had heard that morning on
the voice of America that there had been some sort of
mishap at the Chernobyl APS. Formanchuk thought
such an accident was impossible. And besides,
Chernobyl was about 70 kilometers away. He went
back to fishing.
Now, Formanchuk is looking for a way out for his
family. The soil in the small garden in front of his
apartment house at 189 Lenin Boulevard has been
found to be heavily contaminated.
"i'd like to leave right now," said Formanchuk, a
large man with lank hair who has been losing the battle
of the bulge since he quit smoking. "But where to go,
that's the problem. Who knows about the health of the
children? Who knows what we will see in five years?
The kids took in everything like a sponge."
His older son contracted meningitis in the summer
of 1987 and had to be hospitalized for a month. Last
year, he had appendicitis and, before it was diagnosed,
also developed peritonitis. Some doctors believe the
radiation has changed the way disease affects the
body, in some cases making it more difficult to make a
proper diagnosis.
One such physician is Svetlana Bidnenko, a doctor
of microbiology in Kiev who is studying the effects of
radiation on the immune system, in her studies she has
noticed that small doses of radiation stimulate the
immune system. For instance, she discovered that
residents of Kiev and people near Chernobyl reported
a decline in the incidence of common colds.
in the long run, however, the radiation will cause
severe damage to the immune system. Moreover, this
may lead to changes in the way microbes act, in the
way they cause pneumonia, for example, making an
accurate diagnosis more problematic.
"The treatment or medicine we have ffor some
diseases! may now be useless," Bidnenko said.
Since 1988, viadimir vasilyevich Tokarevsky has
been chief of the department of atomic energy at the
Kiev institute for Nuclear Research. Tokarevsky, tall
and thin with wavy gray hair and thick glasses, is by
nature a cautious man, not given to brash talk. His
rationality under emotional stress has often exaspe–
rated his wife, also a scientist.
Tokarevsky, 52, spent an academic year at Swarth–
more College beginning in September 1978 on a
teacher-exchange program. One month after the
March 1979 nuclear accident at Three Mile island, he
"We keep working the fields, cultivating, growing, was asked to give a lecture on the consequences of the
eating what we cannot find in the shops," she said. mishap. So convinced was he of the Tightness of the use
"The children want to go away, the faster the better." of nuclear energy that he struck some in the audience
On the road out of Nove Sharne an old woman as an apologist for the U.S. energy establishment.
named Eva Fyodorova sat on a low stool in the middle Tokarevsky allowed himself a small smileatthe
of a field, cleaning turnips. For her cows, she said.
recollection.
"We won4 give them very much," she said. "We
have lived with this radiation for three years, and we
"1 am a nuclear physicist," he said. "1 had faith in my
don4 care anymore. When our time comes, we will field."
die,', and the cows will die, too. Г т 71, and me and my
His loss of faith began after his wife, Larissa, return–
husband have been living here for 55 years. І won4 go ed home at midday on April 26, 1986, from some
away. І will stay here in my corner and wait until 1 die. overnight work on the cyclotron at the institute and
We have a place under the birch trees down there." informed Tokarevsky that something had happened at
Eva Fyodorova gestured toward a stand of birches, Chernobyl. People needing decontamination began
gleaming whitely in the dusk.
arriving at the institute before dawn, she said, wideAt the Lenin kolkhoz in Narodichi, Fyodor eyed.
Kozmenuk has been the chief veterinarian for nearly
"1 did not think that it was a nuclear accident. І
nine years. He is a short man, at home in Wellington excluded this possibility," he said. "1 could never
boots and a cap. Resembling the stablemaster at an believe that the reactor could blow up. І didn't
English estate, he is ready with a smile and is always understand that the capacity for human stupidity is
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had become a makeshift moving van. With tracks of
tears milky on her reddened cheeks, the small woman
poured out her anger at being forced to leave. The state
had agreed to pay her only 8,000 rubles for the house,
but the new one her family found costs 9,000. She
cannot take everything she wants in the truck, and it is
too far to return, if she hadn't been told to leave, she
would stay.
"Why is it dangerous now?" she said, waving a
woolen arm. "For three years, they told us we can live
here, and only now they are telling us we have to go
away. So why did they tell us for three years everything
is all right?"
Around the bend of the muddy main street, Sergey
Zhuk, a ruddy-faced driver at the kolkhoz, lives with
his mother, Hanya, his wife, Mariya, and his children,
Tolya, 4, and Tonya, 8. Zhuk's brother took his own
two sons away weeks ago, but Sergey is waiting until
part of a new village is constructed 90 miles away. Most
questions are answered with shrugs.
"During three years, they could have built many
villages,' Hanya Zhuk said. "People come here and
tell us things, and then they go away.
"They understand what's going on," she said,
nodding at her grandchildren. "When 1 bring Tonya
fresh milk from another village, she tells me that it
smells differently. Of course, we are eating what we
produce. We get some 'clean' milk or meat, but not
always."
As they stood in the street, an old volga drove up.
Two men, dressed like salesmen, emerged and
identified themselves as party officials from Kirovo–
grad region, about 380 miles away. They were selling
jobs.
"We have eight houses, and we can give you 1,000
rubles," the shorter one said. "The kolkhoz will
provide you with some construction materials to make
repairs, it is just by luck we read about some of your
problems in the newspaper."
An old woman pointed out that some of the villagers
were retired. The party officials replied that she could
come along with her children or grandchildren.
"Maybe you only want our children," she said sternly.
The road to Stare (Old) Shame crosses fields where
sugar beets were being harvested, rough-clad men and
women digging in the mud and frost for the Soviet
staple. A Narodichi party official, vasily M. Koval–
chuk, assigned to accompany some visitors, nodded
and said solemnly: "Keep in mind that the state plan
for harvesting potatoes here has been reduced."
Reduced.
Stare Sharne has the highest reported radiation
contamination of any of the Narodichi villages now
ordered evacuated, it, too, borders the defunct Novi
Sharne, Lubyov Kostyuk lives with her husband,
Fyodor, and three children, Уапуа, 12, Sveta, 20, and
Alyosha, 18, in a cottage at the end of the village, in
one corner of her sitting room, where the walls meet
the ceiling, is a framed portrait of Jesus with an
embroidered Ukrainian towel draped over it, shawllike. Under the glass of the dresser beneath is a
yellowed clipping of a map published July 5, 1989,
showing the radiation-contamination zones.
Lubyov works at the kolkhoz tending the cows
brought from "clean" areas, and Fyodor is employed
at a brick factory, in June 1986, the local officials took
away the Kostyuks' cow and gave them 800 rubles in
compensation. The same officials did not discourage
them in any way from continuing to build their house,
which they finished late that year. Now, the family
receives both the coffin bonus and the funeral
allowance, a privilege Lubyov would gladly trade for a
chance to move.
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limitless."
Tokarevsky said there were lots of data available
before May 15, but no one knew what to do with it.
Many people in the scientific establishment were in
shock over the accident. There weren't even dosi–
meters available for checking radiation. After May 15,
even Tokarevsky couldn't get the data he needed from
official sources.
Within this vacuum, he did what he thought he
must: protect Larissa and their son, Alexei,then 12.
Alexei was evacuated for the summer with other Kiev
children to the Crimea in mid-May, much later than
sensible, but still a month before all of the children
from Narodichi were sent away for the summer.
Tokarevsky finally got a dosimeter at the end of
May and measured Alexei's navy blue school
uniform. The readings, he said, were a "nightmare."
His wife cries just looking at the uniform because, as
he said, it glows when she takes it out of the closet.
in late May, Tokarevsky went to the institute of
Atomic Energy in Moscow to retrieve data. He was
barred from entering because radioactive material was
detected on his jacket.
Now, Tokarevsky is studying the effects of radiation
on the body and its possible links with diseases such as
heart disease and nervous-system disorders. Officially,
31 deaths have been attributed to Chernobyl. Twentyseven victims are buried in Mitinskoye Cemetery
outside Moscow, three in Kiev, and one is entombed
forever in the sarcophagus of the reactor.
Since then, however, at least 40 other Chernobyl
workers have died, 21 of those from heart disease or
cancer. The Soviet authorities have rejected attempts
to link these deaths with the effects of radiation.
Tokarevsky is trying to prove them wrong, and the
key to his research may lie on the other side of Kiev
from his institute, where an unprepossessing hodgepodge of buildings constitutes City Hospital No. 25.
The Radiation Pathology Department is a long, low
building in need of paint, inside are nearly 100 patients
who once worked at the Chernobyl APS or who were
involved in the cleanup.
in the reception hall is a bulletin board with various
photographs and newspaper clippings, it is titled
simply " 1986-1989." One of the posted items is a threesentence announcement from a Soviet newspaper
reporting the accident at Chernobyl. The item
appeared three days after the accident. There are
photos of the ghost town of Pripyat, replaced by a new
workers' settlement 40 miles away.
Nikolai vasilyevich Karpan recently roomed with
Nikolai Zakabluk before the latter was discharged.
Karpan, too, was expecting to be discharged. There is
not a lot doctors can do for him. The dose of
radioactivity considered safe for a person to receive in
a 70-year-life span is 35 rem. The dose Karpan received
has been measured at more than 120 rem.
in 1986, Karpan, a nuclear physicist, was vice chief
of the nuclear physics laboratory at Chernobyl. At 40,
he was considered a rising star, one of the brightest
young men in the Soviet pantheon. On April 26, he
was home in Pripyat when the phone rang. By 8 a.m.
he was in the plant. Karpan continued to work at
Chernobyl until April 3, 1989, by which time he was
too sick to continue.
Karpan is tall and coolly handsome, with thinning
brown hair that is always neatly combed, and he favors
blue slacks and sweaters. Only his pallor and a weary
look suggest he is anything but healthy. He was
hospitalized in early summer, allowed out only for
short visits with Natasha, his wife, and their two
children. The principal diagnosis thus far is some
malfunction of the medulla oblongata, a biological
regulator in the brain. He tires easily and is subject to
severe headaches. There is some heart arrhythmia and
stomach problems. Doctor say his blood structure and
immune system have been damaged.
He didn4 worry about protective clothing, he said,
because the amount of lead needed would have made it
impossible to work. The only protection from the
aftermath of the accident, he said, was "to be far
away."
Despite his illness, Karpan is one of the most active
and eloquent members of the Chernobyl veterans
Council. He is constantly soliciting support for the
rights of those who worked at the station or who were
involved in the cleanup, the so-called liquidators of the
mishap. The number of those who at one time or
another participated in the cleanup is estimated at
600,000. The newly established All-Union Center for
Radiology Medicine in Kiev can accommodate up to
3,000 patients a year. The Radiation Pathology
Department at Hospital No. 25 can accommodate up
to 1,000. At this rate, said Karpan, it will take decades
to treat everyone who may be sick as a result of the
(Continued on page 11)
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characteristic of a very high degree of inertia. And,
meanwhile, before a decision was made, what we call
the collective dose of exposure was being accumu–
lated. in other words, in all these matters we see a
simple disregard for the people's health, for human
life, and this led to negative consequences because the
so-called "official" medicine, instead of uncovering
the nature of that which happened, continued to keep
it hidden.
І am not in favor of panicking the people, but things
must be explained to them. There are very many
examples. We know that rumors become a very
powerful force when they are not countered. This was
the situation in Kiev: Everyone knows that contami–
nated milk was distributed, so everyone thinks that
milk should not be consumed. Children and adults
stop having milk and milk products because they are
dirty and do not buy them. They do not believe that it
can now be safely consumed. At the same time, the level
of calcium, which is needed on a daily basis by the
organism, decreases. Calcium deficiences arise and
this is bad. it becomes known that fruits, too, could be
contaminated. The people stop eating fruits and this
causes a vitamin deficiency.
in other words, people, as a result of what they did
not know, began to act in accordance with what
someone, somewhere was supposed to have said. And
they destroyed their lives because they could not work
out a regimen on the basis of which they would have
suffered less consequences from this whole situation.
Thie was especially jarring because, for example, 1 saw
instructions issued on May 12, in Finland, where the
cloud of radiation had advanced and had created
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(Continued from page 10)
accident. "Perhaps the Health Ministry has decided
that it is cheaper to bury us than to treat us," he
quipped.
The goals of the council which claims 1,440
members - 1,200 of whom are said to be ill - are
simple: to increase the number of treatment centers
and to ensure as many diagnoses as possible'are linked
to the Chernobyl accident. The latter would result in
the classification of a "professional disease," meaning
that the patient would be eligible for special treatment
and would be entitled to disability pay commensurate
with the loss of his working ability. Only 209 persons
have been so classified thus far. Karpan is not one of
them. The republic of Estonia passed a resolution in
October providing for full health care and bonuses for
those of its residents who worked on the cleanup, and
Armenia is considering a similar resolution.
Another goal, Karpan said, is to reestablish the
truth about the technical reasons for the accident and
the real chain of blame. "There are many lies, even
today," he said.
Karpan and the council are also trying to attract the
attention of honest scientists, "unlike those contacted
by the official agencies of the ' USSR, who do
nothing more than confirm that the situation is not
bad for us or for the Narodichi residents."
in nuclear energetics, there are classifications of
accidents. The classification "maximum hypothetical
accident" is the highest and exceeds that for which the
Soviets prepare safety measures. This is what occurred
at Chernobyl, said Karpan - an event that has a
probability of one in 10 million.
it was that probability that led Karpan to fervently
believe in nuclear energy. Never did he doubt the
wisdom of building nuclear power stations. Like a
three-pack-a-day man who has quit, his views on this
have altered considerably, if nuclear power plants can
be build that are 100 percent safe and that still make
economic sense, then Karpan is for them. But he
doesn't believe that any of the Soviet Union's approxi–
mately 45 reactors can satisfy the requirement, and he
is doubtful about U.S. plants. Given that it is
impossible to build a new reactor on an old one, if
modern nations keep building more reactors, "in 1,000
years there will be no more room on the planet to live,
just a chain of sarcophaguses."
When Karpan was told that this story would be
about the victims of Chernobyl — those living in the
shadow of the sarcophagus - he visibly stiffened.
"1 would not like to be portrayed as a victim,
because that is a passive role," Karpan said as he gazed
out of the hospital window. "1 am not passive. This
thing didn't change my life so much now as it will in the
future. The effect is that 1 have lost a number of years
of my life and the ability to work. And 1 have had to
meet a branch of the n^dicaj profession that 1 never
imagined 1 would meet."
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hotspots. These instructions were very simple and
noted that on this or that day children should not be
allowed to play in the field, the cattle should be kept
inside the barn and not allowed to graze, etc. These are
very simple things and it pained me to see that our
people did not deserve this warning. Nothing similar
was done.
is Green World collecting its own statistics and
information on illnesses and contamination due to the
Chornobyl catastrophe, or are you satisfied with the
job being done by the Ukrainian SSR Ministry of
Health?
Green World is among those organizations that are
displeased with what is being done, and this revolu–
tionary spirit is a very positive development. The
activity of Green World is centered on several
immediate goals. Right now there is the matter of
organizing an independent consultative center for
radiology which would not be a part of, and would not
have ties to, the official radiology center but would
instead be independent and would conduct its own
work for the benefit of the people.
And this is essential because this deep and brutal
cover-up in the first years after the accident created a
loss of confidence in official medicine. And in order to
renew trust, Green World is currently promoting the
establishment of organizations that would make this
alternative center a reality, it is creating this center
with the assistance and cooperation of Rukh, the
Greens from Rukh, with trie participation also of in–
ternational organizations. Greenpeace is now visiting
Ukraine and is supposed to be conducting negotia–
tions, led by Dr. Yuriy Shcherbak (chairman of Green
World).
We also have direct contacts with radiologists
around the world, especially with the Federal
Republic of Germany, and we think the United States
will take part in this matter also. There is hope that
with the help of radiobiologists'societies all this can
be realized. Right now, as a result of Chornobyl, we
are creating an international research center that will
be concerned with medical radiology, especially
retrospective dosimetry and the like.

This appears to be a very convenient term.
A very conveninent term — all-encompassing.
We can only speak of some kind of psychological
stress. І remember one horrifying statement by a
woman who attended a meeting in Narodychi. І had
brought a committee of scientists concerned with
radiobiology from the USSR Academy of Sciences to
Narodychi. The people spoke to us about their
troubles; our radiobiologists spoke as well. This
woman said that she had dreamed her entire life of
having a child, but somehow was not successful. And
now, she said, the dog had given birth to such puppies
that she had become frightened for life and no longer
wanted to even think about children. Another one got
up and said her vasylko is going blind, he has cataracts
— and he is only 6 years old.
This is the mood of the people — this is not
radiophobia. This is psychological stress that is
affecting a huge number of people. That is why it is
necessary to deal with this crisis. But this is very
difficult since the living standards in this poor region,
Polissia, are very low. Life is such that one cannot
speak about the concept of a ber. EAber,orrem,isaunit
measuring the biologicaj equivalent of a roentgen.j
When you have a very high standard of life you can
take measures to clean the water, etc., you can create
for yourself a lifestyle in accordance with which you do
not go to the forest or the river. The very concept of
safety is intrinsically connected with quality of life. We
can allow ourselves to have a larger dose (of radiation)
if we lead some of normal life, but when the standard
of life is so very low, then what are we talking about
here? This is cruel treatment of the people, to be
honest.
Will Green World be transformed into a Green
party?

The question of establishing a party arose at the
founding conference held in September. Green World,
just like Rukh, encompasses various people. There are
those people who right now do not have any interest in
forming a party organization, and they do not support
the idea of a Green party. There are others who under–
stand that in order to decide ecological questions it is
essential to, first of all, determine questions of a
Have you scholars, then, also lost faith in Dr. political-economic character. And it is this wing of
Anatoliy Romanenko and his Center for Radiation Green World that can create a Green party.
An organizing committee exists that is preparing the
Medicine?
creation of this party; officially this is to be announced
indisputably. 1, just like the people, have great during events marking the anniversary of the Chor–
reservations about its policies. І personally am not nobyl accident. As regards Dr. Shcherbak himself, as
very familiar with this Romanenko and do not know far as 1 know, he is supportive of the idea of a party of
what motivated him when he held all those press Greens. 1, too, supporyhe creation of a Green party,
conferences (when he was the Ukrainian SSR minister but on the condition that the Green World Associa–
of health) and maintained such a calming facade. І tion continues to exist. Why? Because, after all, a party
think this is not good and that is why 1 am a supporter will conduct the struggle, but right now we also have to
and one of the participants in this project to create an save Ukraine and educate cadres.
We all shout, ecology, ecology. But where are the
alternative center. And, it should be noted that many
ecologists? Ecology is a serious science, but where are
in the Academy of Sciences lean toward this view.
the ecologists? There are veterinarians, zoologists,
Why? Just consider the fact that the accident itself
was not typical, that there are very many phenomena teachers of literature, all types of professionals that were not present at Hiroshima and Nagasaki, and except ecologists. These we do not have. We must
that we cannot apply the knowledge about illnesses in create this ecology. For this we need an educational
Hiroshima and Nagasaki and extrapolate from it .system, we must create an ecological morality. Right
information about events in the Chornobyl zone. now everyone is shouting ecology, ecology, but it is
springtime and everyone goes into the woods and
There is absolutely no basis for this (extrapolation).
collects the abundant greenery by the armful. These
As well there was this orientation on the idea that are the ecologists! They break tree branches of the
direct radiation effects are the primary concern, but linden so they can brew some tea. in other words, it is
there are not that many of them, when one speaks of essential that we teach the people from childhood not
acute radiation sickness, it is indisputable that this to destroy nature, so that if a little squirrel runs past a
exists, but we should also be concerned with decreas– boy he doesn't immediately have the urge to shoot at if
ing the risk for people, we should do something so that with a slingshot. This education is essential. Who will
several million people do not live in anticipation of conduct it? No one?
some kind of horrors - this is what is most frighten–
Furthermore, the Greens get excited when an oak
ing. For, let us say, for each million people, there will
be 200 to 400, or however many, negative conclusions tree is chopped down somewhere — oh, misfortune. A
to life: deformities, cancers and the like. But each one thousand people gather, hold hands and chant,
lives and thinks that he will be among that 200, or that "Shame." But the question arises: What should be
his child will be among the 200. Do we have a moral done? The Azov Sea is dying. Who is to blame?
right to create for the people such a day-to-day Azovstal; the technology there must be changed, etc.
existence, a life in such fear? We see that in Narodychi The river Buh has died, the southern Dniester is dead,
the people are extraordinarily aroused. They cannot in other words, there are horrible things happening, it
work in a normal manner, they cannot sleep normally, is essential that we have a dynamic document,
they cannot breathe because they are afraid, living in something titled "Ecological Perspectives of Ukraine,"
so that we will know what we should fight for, what
anticipation of these troubles that may await them.
our priorities are.
Right now, all-union government organizations
is this the "radiophobia" about which we've heard
have nearly 355 new businesses planned in Ukraine.
so much from the authorities?
The question is whether we can support these or not.
We very strongly speak out about against the term in conditions of sovereignty we can decide such
"radiophobia." Why? Because, phobias are mental questions; earlier no one even asked them. But w have
disorders. And when we say that the entire country is to know what is the capacity of Ukraine for indus iali–
filled witiiraf!iQpbobes we are accusing thenv^M of zation^^r.agr,icuitjLi^e т^фесаще^^example^ Ctbe?,:
having lost their minds. This cannot be allowed. .
(Continued on page 12)
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last 20 to 30 years we have lost a third of the humus.
We are losing the chornozem that has no equal
anywhere in the world — the pride of Ukraine. All this
is disappearing. We must know what we should be
saving and what we can do.
Currently we are establishing an Ecofund and
respected persons are now signing its appeal. Green
World has already set up a corps of experts who will
conduct an independent study. When we have the
funds, we will create the first independent ecological
institute of Ukraine - a scientific research institute
that will treat ecology as a true science. І would like to
note that such a situation is an outrage because this
ecology, this science of the biosphere, noosphere, etc.,
these are concepts that had their beginnings in
Ukraine. The first president of the Ukrainian
Academy of Sciences volodymyr vernadsky, formu–
lated these ideas and we did not pick up on them. And
we had wonderful ecologists. So it is historic justice
that we will now be able to create this institute.
І am involved with this matter right now and there is
so much work to be done that sometimes 1 wonder
whether 1 should work on the creation of the party.
Will this promote our projects, or will it draw
attention away from these other things that we are now

attempting to do. We are afraid to waste time.
it is essential that we create this institute and there
are many young people from the universities — there is
manpower — who want to become involved in this.
These are very good, patriotic people who want to do
this on a volunteer basis. But we need the kind of
assistance that will ensure the creation of this institute.
Do you have faith in the recently created republic
and all-union government bodies concerned with
protecting nature?
І do not have complete trust in themalone. However,
various public organizations have begun to join in
their work. A very large group was created at the State
Committee for Nature Protection, a significant
portion of which includes representatives of our Green
World. Approximately a third are from Green World,
a third from the Academy of Sciences and another
third from various government departments. Now
that it includes these other forces, things look much
different.
But there is another matter. Let us say a certain
factory is fulfilling its plan — if it fulfills the plan by
101 percent it is praised; if only by 99 percent, it is
criticized. At the same time there is a plan for expenses
associated with protecting nature. Such an institution
could have a production plan of 200 million or a

made between what one might term
"emergency projects," such as replacing
the sarcophagus or building a repro–
(Continued from page 4)
research projects must therefore abide cessing plant for nuclear waste, and
by this umbrella agreement and, it is more peripheral areas of scientific
implied, must provide their own fi– inquiry. it is also quite clear that
although the center is located on Ukrai–
nan ring.
nian territory, it is to be an exclusively
The center is to consist of a director, ail-union concern.
administrative, operational and main–
The draft for the center suggests
tenance personnel, all provided by the seven possible scientific and technical
Soviet Union, along with a research projects:
council, the members of which are to be
^ 1. Dealing with the sealed reactor,
appointed by the Soviet authorities and such as examining its internal compo–
which will include an ІАЕА representa– nents or the migration of nuclides.
tive. The USSR is to finance all the
^ 2. Decontamination work and con–
initial expenditures, though it is sug– comitant problems, such as the sort of
gested that in the future members of techniques required and the equipment
projects will operate on a cost-sharing to be used.
basis.
^ 3. Decommissioning and damaged
Because of the large potential number nuclear reactor, which will entail an
of scientific projects, no distinction is examination or analysis of the long–
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billion karbovantsi, and 10 million for nature
protection, if it meets the plan on nature protection
even by only 30 percent, that is considered good and
no one is reproached. There is no feeling of responsi–
bility for completing such tasks.
And here is our biggest tragedy. For, even if we
decide that we are giving, 20 million to save rivers, no
one will do this. There is no habit of taking this as
seriously as fulfillment of the production plan. This is
a psychological characteristic of our system: the fulfill–
ment of the production plan is the priority, but at what
cost — that is a secondary matter. And when the
republican State Committee for Nature Protection
(there is also an all-union committee) succeeds in
accomplishing anything in this regard, that will be
good.
As regards the all-union committee, it is headed by a
very serious professor, Nikolai vorontsov. This is very
interesting since such a government institution is now
headed by a typical scholar — and this happens quite
rarely. So we await the results of this experiment.
But the main thing is to have professionals at work
on this. І believe there is no worse creature than a
combination of democracy with complete lack of
professionalism. As we work on democratic freedoms
we should devote extraordinary attention to high
professionalism.

term problems with the fourth unit.
^ 4. Environmental and agricultural
studies of the accident's consequences,
such as the movement of radionuclides
in the food chain and ground water.
a 5. Radiation safety, such as protec–
tive equipment and health effects, and
how to monitor radiation.
a 6. Molecular radiobiological stu–
dies on human health problems, espe–
cially the study of cancer that has been
induced by radiation.
^ 7. Ecology and chemistry, which
includes sampling and measuring
methods, and mobile laboratories.
There appear to be two principal
difficulties in the reorganization of zone
activities, which are not noted in the
draft program. The first is that a new
and massive influx of personnel into the
Chornobyl zone seems somewhat risky
from a health perspective. The zone
remains sealed, and radiation levels are

still well above normal, thus making a
long-term sojourn of personnel unlike–
ly. One wonders why it would not have
been possible to establish the center in
Kiev or another city, and to organize
periodic trips into the zone.
The second problem is partly one of
jurisdiction and partly related to the
over-all control over the post-accident
analysis. One of the main criticisms in
the Soviet Union about the post-acci–
dent studies has been that information
has been limited to a restricted group.
The establishment of the Soviet-lAEA
Center appears to continue that policy.
Access to the center, it would seem,
will be limited to selected scientific
bodies, while there is little indication
that the published results will be
available or — perhaps more impor–
tant — comprehensible to the average
Soviet citizen who must live with the
accident's consequences.
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"Chornobyl Week"...

Sister city...

(Continued from page 1)
noted, that the organizing committee
of the tele-marathon does not include
representatives of Ukraine and that the
proceeds of this endeavor are meant to
support research into increasing the
safety of nuclear power stations
throughout the world.

(Continued from page 7)
sal for the city to a d o p t language
guidelines c o n s i s t e n t with the new
language law of Ukraine. This pro–
voked the outburst at the Sonoma City
Council meeting of January 17. by the
Ukrainophobes put in charge of the
Sonoma-"Kanev" relationship.

The Kiev activists wrote: "Thus, in
addition to money from the government
b u d g e t , the n u c l e a r m o n o p o l y now
wants contributions from the public.
...This will be a repetition of the shame–
ful precedent set when donations sent to
a charitable fund for Chornobyl were in
fact handed over to the perpetrators of
the disaster, the Ministry of Nuclear
Power in the USSR."

The mayor expediently forgot that we
were there at his invitation, and washed
his hands of the matter by resolving to
write to Kaniv for their advice, on the
matter; his letter was written to elicit the
answer "no, Sonoma need not start
using Ukrainian," and in it, "Ukrainian"
was misspelled five times.

Corrections

We cannot countenance that rela–
tions with Kaniv be the setting for
discrimination against the Ukrainian
language, and contempt for the legiti–

in the c a p t i o n a c c o m p a n y i n g the
photo reportonthe elections in Ukraine
(April 15), illinois State Sen. Walter
Dudycz's first name was incorrectly
given as Peter. The story that appeared
below the photo report, however, listed
his name properly.

(1)602-838-8885 Ext. W-15892
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icon 8c Souvenir's Distribution
2860 Buhre Ave. Suite 2R
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^ Traditional Ukrainian services personally
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WE HAVE ALL THE ITEMS WHICH ARE VERY POPULAR IN THE USSR

VENEREAL

singles of all ages

democratic forces in Ukraine to take a
more assertive and forthcoming role in
"citizen diplomacy," lest there be more
"Sonomas."
if you wish to help us, please write to
the Sonoma valley vintners' Associa–
tion, 453 First St. E., Sonoma, Calif.
95476 with a copy to me at P.O. Box
116, vineburg, Calif. 95487-0116. Remember that the vintners are not at fault
here, but they will transmit your cornplaint to the Sonoma City Council with
amplification. Or else write to the public
relations department of your favorite
Sonoma valley Winery.

WE SHARE SORROWFUL NEWS W1TH THE UNA MEMBERSH1P AND BRANCH D1STR1CT
OFFICERS AND MEMBERS OF THE SUPREME ASSEMBLY
OF THE PASS1NG 1NTO ETERNAL REST
ON WEDNESDAY, APR1L 18, 1990

EXCELLENT PAY!
Assemble products at home. Details.
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mate concerns of Ukrainian Americans.
Having exhausted all recourse within
Sonoma, we are pursuing other
c h a n n e l s . N o t a b l y , Kaniv has been
briefed on the problem, and we have
established contact with appropriate
public organizations in Kiev. We turn to
you, fellow Ukrainian Americans, for
moral support.
Our experiences in Sonoma have
showed us that, in improper hands,
people-to-people exchanges can make
Americans Russifiers equal to Mikhail
Suslov. This episode underscores the
need for U k r a i n i a n A m e r i c a n s a n d

A T T E N T l O N : EASY WORK

Photos that accompanied Andrew
Oprysko's article about the first reunion
of Soyuzivka employees were the work
of Roman iwasiwka. The proper photo
credit was inadvertently omitted.
iu.s. SAVINGS BONDS
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SYZOKRYU Dance Ensemble
Under the direction of
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11 East 7th St., New York, N.Y. 10003
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698 Sanford Ave., Newark, N.J. 07106

THE UKRAINIAN WEEKLY

14

Story of...
(Continued from page 4)
would fall into the bowls of food as we
ate. That's the kind of food we ate," Mr.
Kavasiuk recalled.
"1 was put in charge of a brigade of 30
men. We worked at the third reactor,
near the fourth reactor that had ex–
ploded - that is, in the area containing
the most radiation. Our job was demo–
lition, to make passageways and tunnels
so that clean-up workers and machinery
could get through. As commander of
the brigade 1 was charged with thinking
through our plan of action, determining
how we should proceed so that we spent
as little time in the area as possible while
still getting the job done," he continued.
When queried about safety precau–
tions, Mr. Kavasiuk noted, "We were
given no instructions on safety. We were
given surgical-type masks, which were
coated with something inside, otherwise
we wore ordinary military uniforms:
boots, caps, etc. And we worked in the
most severely contaminated area."
He described their working condi–
tions: "in order to get up to the reactor
we had to go up 75 meters, up unlit
stairs — we worked nights, that was
when the demolition was done — and
we worked hours at a time, sometimes
from 11 p.m. to 5 a.m. Other times we
wojked during the day, on a shift from
10 a.m. to 4 p.m."
Out of his 92 days in the zone, Mr.
Kavasiuk spent 38 days near the plant's
units 3 and 4. During that time, four
different teams of men worked under
his command. As others came and went,
he was forced to stay on because he was
already familiar with all the passageways — those were his orders, he said.
"1 continued working until 1 lost
consciousness," he explained. "On
September 28 we were returning from
the plant and 1 became nauseous, then І
passed out. They took me to a hospital in
Kiev, and that is where 1 came to."
Mr. Kavasiuk is angry about his
experience at Chornobyl. "They told us
that anyone who got a dose of more
than 25 rems would get the status of a
war invalid, while those who got
between 20 and 25 rems would receive
war veterans' status. But this soon
proved to be a lie, even though generals
would arrive on the scene and confirm
this. 4Do not worry, work and the
motherland will take care of you,' they
told us. And in the end, the motherland

THE BEST OF
UKRAINIAN TELEVISION
FROM WINNIPEG
Two hour videotape vHS
interviews with (van Orach
lvan Dzuba and others.
Also Commedy and Music
Selected from 80 hours of
Winnipeg's weekly Wshow
"Ukrainian Telerama"
Send S29.95 check or money order
along with address to:
Winnipeg
Ukrainian Television
P.O. Box 715
Winnipeg, Man., Canada, R3C 2K3

gave us nothing, it spit on us, and right
now we are like no one's children. We
have no privileges flike those given to
war invalids or veterans! - absolutely
nothing. On the contrary 1 was told by a
(Communist) party functionary that І
went to Chornobyl to earn money, that
І went there of my own accord."
The only privileges Mr. Kavasiuk
said he had received in the nearly four
years since this stint at Chornobyl was a
can of sprats, some meat conserves and
having his name put on a list in the
univermag (department store) to receive
certain goods that were in short supply.
As regards medical care, Mr. Kava–
siuk said that special doctors, who
receive a 25 percent bonus for "working
with harmful people like me," periodi–
cally examine us. The last time Mr.
Kavasiuk went for such an examination
was a year and a half ago. "1 no longer
want to go. І already know ahead of
time what they'll tell me, what vitamins
they'll give me, when they'll give me
intravenous drugs, when they'll take
blood. І don't want to go because the
equipment is so lacking and 1 fear

The present minister, Dr. Yuriy
Spizhenko, speaks openly about Chor–
nobyl, commented Mr. Kavasiuk. "He
is a good minister, we have come to
believe in him. But will he remain in this
position, or will the party's Central
Committee oust him for speaking out so
openly? i'm sure they will not tolerate
him for long."
"Unfortunately, one minister cannot
do anything. He hasn't the power, the
money," he continued. "My govern–
ment did not give me or my child a
single kopeck for medical treatment
(when we left for the U.S.). І came here
without a kopeck, if it wasn't for Dr.
Matkiwsky 1 wouldn't have had a ticket
to fly here. І am completely dependent
on the Matkiwskys. And 1 am immea–
surably grateful to them for what they
did to help me and to save my daugh–
ter."
He added, "These peple who are
helping the children of Chornobyl, and
others suffering as a result of the
Chornobyl disaster, are doing a holy
deed."

VARSOVIA TRAVEL Ь S H I P P I N G ,

PARCELS to USSR - 22 lbs
S27.00
FOOD Parcels: Ham, sugar, rice, noodles - 20 lbs S22.00 plus charge S9.00
and many more from catalogue.
SPECIAL -

LATVIA -

Little "Martochka"
At this point, Mr. Kavasiuk was close
to tears as he spoke of his first daughter,
Marta, born November 7, 1987. She
took ill on June 27, 1989, with a fever,
he recalled. At the hospital a test
showed that her blood was normal, and
yet she died the very next day. An
autopsy was done, the liver, spleen and
bone marrow were analyzed, and leu–
kemia was detected.
"The death certificate said little
Marta had died of an acute respiratory
infection, but she didn't even have a
cold, or a runny nose," Mr. Kavasiuk
pointed out.
"Before she died, we asked her,
'Martochka, what would you like?' She
answered 'liuli' (to sleep). And she
died.
"The most horrible thing in the world
is to bury your own child. There is no
greater grief."
At that time, Mrs. Kavasiuk was six
and a half months pregnant. She gave
birth to little Maria on August 16,1989.
Now the baby is ill, exhibiting the same
symptoms: failure to gain weight,
changes in her blood, nosebleeds,
bloody stools.
Mr. Kavasiuk had told his story, and
that of his two daughters, in February at
a Kiev gathering of children and parents
affected by the Chornobyl accident
which had been organized to meet with
leaders of the Children of Chornobyl
Relief Fund, of which Dr. Matkiwsky is
first vice-chairman.
At the meeting, held at a local school,
Mrs. Matkiwsky recalled, "Mr. Kava–
siuk was crying and shaking as he told
his family's story. We saw no other
recourse but to take him and his daugh–
ter, who was apparently in the early
stages of leukemia, to the U.S. for
treatment."
Mrs. Matkiwsky added that they
immediately called the U.S. State De–
partment, which said it would issue a
visa for the Kavasiuks. Minister Spi–
zhenko advised that the Kavasiuks
could get emergency travel documents
in Moscow, but Mrs. Kavasiuk was told
by officials at the Foreign Ministry in
Kiev that she could not go along.

A month and a half later, after
persistent efforts by the Matkiwskys,
Mrs. Kavasiuk was joyfully reunited on
March 30 with her husband and infant
daughter. That very evening Mr. and
Mrs. Kavasiuk appeared at an informa–
tive program sponsored by the Children
of Chornobyl Relief Fund.
Mr. Kavasiuk briefly addressed the
audience, speaking about the Chor–
nobyl clean-up workers — draftees and
volunteers — who had sacrificed their
lives and health. He also spoke of the
Soviet government's attitude toward
the disaster. "They said: We have
everything. We don't need any help. We
will overcome this crisis. At the same
time, that government kept the truth
from the world and from its own
people."
"There will be thousands, even millions, of Chornobyl victims, adults and
children who will need assistance. And
each year that number will grow," he
emphasized.
While Mr. Kavasiuk was in the U.S.
being treated for cataracts and other eye
ailments, he learned that he had won
election to the town council of Kaly–
nivka, where he has lived and worked
most recently as a high school teacher of
music and military training. He was a
non-party candidate, a supporter of the
Popular Movement of Ukraine for
Perebudova, or Rukh.
One of the reasons, Mr. Kavasiuk
decided to run for office was that he
knew too well about the conditions of
workers at state and collective farms
who are treated as "servants" and can be
evicted at any time from their homes if
they don't yet have 10 years of service at
the farms. "These villagers are the
people with the least rights in the
USSR, and no one speaks out about
this," Mr. Kavasiuk stated.
"1 decided to run, to fight for those
fine ideas now springing up throughout
Ukraine thanks to Rukh," he added.
But, for now, the Kavasiuks are in the
United States, hoping that the medical
treatment here will save little Maria.
Next week: The story of another
Chornobyl clean-up worker - a volun–
teer.

Open every day
Saturday
Sunday
ATTENT10N - Full service to POLAND

inc.

74 East 7th Street, Manhattan, NY 10003
Tel.: 1 (212) 529-3256

INVITATION - USSR

з Hadzewycz

vasyl and Maria kavasiuk address an informative program of the Children of
Chornobyl Relief Fund.

AIDS."

Normally, such check-ups are given
once a year during a two-week period at
the Kiev Center for Radiation Medicine
directed by the former minister of
health of the Ukrainian SSR, Dr.
Anatoliy Romanenko. "This is a wolf
tending the sheep," Mr. Kavasiuk said
of Dr. Romanenko, whom many blame
for not telling the people the truth about
the Chornobyl nuclear accident.
The doctors, Mr. Kavasiuk said,
"write down what is needed, not what is;
they write that the party tells them to
write. A person can be ill, but if the
party says he is well, the doctors will say
he is well and will not treat him.
"And the party told us there is no
Chornobyl accident, that there will be
no aftereffects, that the people will not
become ill. Our Minister Romanenko
told us the same thing: no one will be ill.
And (First Party Secretary volodymyr)
Shcherbytsky worked against the
people. He was one of the annihilators
of the nation. He was a cancer on the
nation."
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Democratization...
(Continued from page 2)
struggle ahead. І look at this realisti–
cally. І see how many plans have been
adopted - five-year and seven-year
plans or whatever you like - and never
carried out. І don't want to sound too
pessimistic, because, after all, we see a
national awakening taking place. Our
writers and activists of the Ukrainian
Language Society are conducting a
great deal of propaganda work, and
there is strong pressure from below.
Being a professor at Kiev University, І
gave a talk at a meeting of the depart–
ment of geography, and students
adopted a resolution requiring the
faculty of their department to lecture
only in Ukrainian as of September 1,
1990. Do they have this right? Of course
they do. it is a sacred right, and one
cannot ignore such demands.
As for the eastern regions, this is all
very difficult, especially in the Donbas
and in the south of Ukraine. Histori–
cally, the impact of denationalization
was greatest in these areas. Again, І
look at things realistically. Ukraine is
very large. І would not press for any
kind of accelerated measures, because
that would only irritate the average
person and not accomplish much else, it
could even backfire and be harmful.
That is why 1 would call those areas
"traditional zones." in western Ukraine
there is not much to do; the law should
be implemented there right away, let's
say in the higher educational system. All
this can be done there immediately.
in central Ukraine — Kiev, Cher–
kasy, and so on — this could take, І
think, about two or three years, because
the target dates for implementation are
so stretched out, they are different by
region, in any case, for the moment we
are still in a situation in which, in a
Ukrainian city like Donetske, we are
struggling for one single Ukrainian
school, and the struggle is still not over.
On the eve of my departure, the pro–
blem was ostensibly solved, but we have
heard this many times before, it is a
disgrace for a civilized nation to find
itself in a such a position. But that's the
position we are in. І have in mind the

a,e, smal u co.
("ординський, Пастушенко
Смаль
insurance -

Real Estate

eastern regions. But somehow well get
out of it. There is movement from
below. І know if lecturers from Dnipro–
petrovske University who have asked
the Ministry of Higher and Secondary
Specialized Education to publish U–
krainian textbooks so that they can
lecture on the Ukrainian language.
Students in Donetske sent a petition
insisting on lectures in the Ukrainian
language. The problem can be worked
out. it is one of the questions that can be
reduced to the phrase: "To be or not to
be?" Will there be a Ukrainian nation
and Ukrainian language or will there
not?
My next question is also about the
national question. Recently, the We–
stern press - and not only the Western
press - has begun writing about the
possibility of pogroms - anti-Jewish,
anti-Semitic pogroms in the Soviet
Union. The same has been said about
Ukraine. І recall statements on that
subject in the declaration of the Odessa
authorities. There are statements on the
subject in a recent issue of Literaturna
Ukraina. This happened so quickly
that it is difficult to find one's bearings
here. What is the problem? is there a
problem? Let's phrase the question in
this way: Does the problem of antiJewish feeling exist in Ukraine? We
won't mention Leningrad or Pamiat or
Moscow, let's direct our attention to
Ukraine. Does the problem of antiSemitism exist?
І would pose the question this way.
Whose interests does this non-existent
problem serve? І don't think the pro–
blem exists in Ukraine, it is a problem
that emerges, looking at it historically,
at times when the people's attention has
to be diverted from some other, very

Auto ш Life m Bonds

1733 Springfield Avenue
Map!ewood, N.J. 07040

(201) 7617500

difficult, problems.
That was the case during the revolu–
tion of 1905-1907, when anti-Jewish
violence took place, and during the
Civil War. This is to the advantage of
the stagnators and apparatchiks. But
these rumors of pogroms in Ukraine do
exist, it's true. Some time ago, a man
calling himself one of my supporters
telephoned me to urge Rukh to do
something, to undertake something,
because ostensibly on such and such a
date an anti-Jewish pogrom was being
planned. І asked him who would conduct the pogrom. He said that 10,000
members of Pamiat would come to stir
things up. І told him that there is no
basis for anti-Semitism in Ukraine. This
is a fabrication needed by the stagnators
and apparatchiks.
in addition, 1 would like to reproach
the mass media in the West, because
unfortunately the myth of endemic antiSemitism among the Ukrainian people
crops up from time to time in the Western
press. І see it this way — no (nationally)
conscious Ukrainian would support
such actions.
І want to say that the resolution you
mentioned was adopted by us. And now
Rukh and the (Ukrainian) Writers'
Union have come out with another
declaration. We were among those who
initiated the formation of the Jewish
Cultural Society. We want our own
rebirth, and that is why we understand
the need for a Jewish, a German, and a

Polish rebirth.
There can be no ambiguity in our
position, because we have common
problems; there must be a joint develop–
ment of a Ukrainian sovereign state. We
will never give in to any kind of setting
people against each other according to
nationality, and we are making every
effort to root out passions aimed at
inflaming national animosities, so that
they will disappear. And this is wonder–
ful.
Jews — (nationally) conscious Jews
- understand this and have taken a
very sympathetic position toward us.
This is true of representatives of other
nations as well. Again, 1 pose the
question: in whose interests are these
rumors about pogroms? Unfortunately,
they are in the interests of the conser–
vative forces, the dogmatic, orthodox
forces that would like to warm their
hands on something that cannot in any
way be permitted in Ukraine.

HURYN MEMOR1ALS
FOR

THE F1NEST 1N CUSTOM

MEMORIALS
TERIES

S32,0007year income potential.

Details.
(1) 602-838-8885 Ext. Bk 15892

IN

MADE

INSTALLED I N ALL CEME–
THE

METROPOLITAN AREA

of New York including Holy Spirit in
H^mptonburgh, N.Y., St. Andrew's m South
Bound Brook, Pine Bush Cemetery in
Kerhonkson and Glen Spey Cemetery
in Glen Spey, New York.
We offer personal service A guidance in your
home. For a bilingual representatives call:
1WAN

ATTENTlON: EARN
MONEY READ1NG BOOKS!

HURYN
P.O. Box 121
Hamptonburgh, N.Y. 10916
Tel.: (914) 427-2684

BOHDAN REKSHYNSKYJ
45 East 7th Street
New York, N.Y. 10003
Tel.: (212) 477-6523

You are cordially invited to attend the 16th Annual

UKRAINIAN FESTIVAL, USA

LAW

Saturday, June 9 , 1 9 9 0
Garden State Arts Center, Holmdel, N.J.

OFFICES

Scheduled events include:

ZENON B.
MASNYJ
(212)477-3002
140-142 Second Ave.
New York, N.Y. 10003

Residential m Commercial m industrial
investment

15

SUNDAY, APRIL 22,1990

PURCHASE AND SALE OF CO-OPS,
CONDOS, HOMES, REAL ESTATE FOR
INVESTMENT PURPOSES, NEG. WITH
GOVERNMENT

AGENClES,

AND

BUSlNESSES, PER–.

MEDlUM

SMALL;

Events7Activities

Times

Sports Tournament

9:00 AM Start

'

Men's Soccer

" Women's volleyball
Mall Show

11:00

Stage Show

3:30 PM Start

AM Start

" Ted Woloshyn

Master of Ceremonies

^ The Flying Kozaks

MusicalXDance Ensemble

^ Trubka

MusicalXDance Ensemble

"

vocalist

Ulana Perfecky

" voloshky

Dance Ensemble

"

Bandura Ensemble

Homin Stepiw

" Oles Kuzyszyn

Band

Following the day's activities, a gala dance in scheduled for 9:30 PM at the Ramada
Hotel in East Hanover, N.J. featuring the Oles Kuzyszyn Trio and the veseli Chasy Band.
For additional information, and to order tickets call Jaroslav lwachiw
at (201) 369-5164.

SONAL 1NJURY ACT10NS, W1LLS, БТС.

(Ticket price at S20 t S15 ( S13,S10 and S5).

FAX: (201) 761-4918

COME, CELEBRATE SPR1NG
1N NEW YORK'S EAST viLLAGE
AT THE

UKRAINIAN FESTIVAI

East 7th Street, Between 2nd and 3rd Aves.
Friday

May

Saturday

Sunday

18th 19th 20th
(4PM-11PM) (11AM-11PM) (1PM-10PM)
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PREVIEW OF EVENTS

April 22
NEW YORK: A special divine liturgy in
support of Lithuanian independence will
be celebrated at 2 p.m. by Bishop vaicius
from Lithuania, the auxiliary bishop of
Brooklyn and Bishop Baltakis, bishop of
Lithuanian Americans at St. Patrick's
Cathedral. Everyone is invited to attend
the liturgy and demonstration, which will
be held before the liturgy at 11 a.m. near
the Soviet Legation on East 67th Street
and Park Avenue. The rally is being
organized by Americans for a Free
Lithuania. For more information call
Angele Stankaitis, (201) 942-2344, David
Dutkus, (201) 664-7911, or Dennis P.
Meizys, (201) 696-2632.
April 26

generally deal with the problems, diffi–
culties and objectives in the encompass–
ing effort to preserve "this aspect of
Ukrainian cultural and historical heri–
tage. Admission will be by donation. For
more information call the museum, (212)
228-0110.
PH1LADELPH1A: Borys Tymoshenko,
a writer and member of the Secretariat of
Rukh, will speak on the topic "Rukh:
Avenue to Unity" at 7:30 p.m. at the
Ukrainian Cultural and Educational
Center, 700 Cedar Road. Mr. Tymo–
shenko's appearance is sponsored by the
Ukrainian Human Rights Committee of
Philadelphia.

call the Ramada Hotel, (201) 386-5622,
mention KLK. Admission will be 525 per
person for adults, S10 for students.
TRENTON, N.J.: The Ukrainian Ameri–
can Youth Association of Trenton and
friends will sponsor a "Caravan Night" at
8 р.пь at the Corner inn, 778 Center St.,
corner of Lalor Street. Everyone is
invited to come out and enjoy a night of
live Ukrainian music provided by Slavko
Kosiv of New York. A S5 cover charge
with proper 1D will include an all-you–
can-eat buffet^cash bar. For more infor–
mation call Mike Holowczak, (609) 6959898 after 5 p.m.
April 29

HARTFORD: A program marking the
fourth anniversary of the Chornobyl
nuclear disaster will take place at noon at
the Old State House, featuring Mayor
Perry of Hartford, various state repre–
sentatives, and possibly Rep. Bruce
Morrison (D-Conn.), candidate for
governor, and Sviatoslav Dudko of Ze–
lenyi Svit from Kiev.
April 27
NEW YORK: A Baltic bash will be held
at 8:30 tonight, at Our Lady of vilnius
Church basement, 570 Broome St. The
evening will feature performances by two
Baltic bands, Jumprava, a Latvian rock
band currently on a North American tour,
and Mettalist from Estonia. Admission is
58 and all proceeds will benefit the Arts
Club Exchange Fund.
NEW YORK: The Ukrainian Museum
invites the public to a lecture about the
restoration and preservation of historical
monuments in Ukraine at 7 p.m. in the
museum, 203 Second Ave. Guest spea–
kers from Ukraine include: 1 van Mohy–
tych, chief architect of the Ukrainian
Special Scientific; Educational Restora–
tions and Project Restorations institute,
Lviv branch; and ihor Kudin, first
assistant director of the Lviv Region
Association for the Preservation of
Monuments of Ukrainian History and
Culture. Both guests will speak about the
work of their respective institutions,
describe the completed projects and
those still in the planning stages and will

April 27-28
ROCHESTER, N.Y.: The Rochester
chapter of the Plast fraternity Chorao–
mortsi will host two dances this weekend.
The first will be held on Friday at 9 p.m.
at the Ukrainian Civic Center, 831
Joseph Ave. and will feature live DJ
music. Refreshments and snacks will be
available. The second dance will be held
on Saturday evening at St. Mary's
Ukrainian Church hall, 3176 St. Paul
Boulevard with live music and semiformal dress required. Admission to both
events will be Si5. For more information
call Rpman Kraus, (716) 288-1891.
April 28

PHILADELPHIA: A "Springtime
Gala" dinner;dance, a fund-raiser for
Manor Junior College, Jenkintown, Pa.,
will be held from 7:30 to 11:30 p.m. at
Twelve Caesar's, City Line Avenue.
Donations are S50 per person, which
includes a cocktail hour, dinner and
dancing to the music of the Moonlighters' 16-piece big band. A silent
auction of fine gifts, collectibles, art and
weekend getaways will also be available.
The evening is sponsored by the MJC
Council of President's Associates. For
more information call (215) 885-2360.
EAST HANOvER, N.J.: The KLK
Ukrainian Ski Club of New York will
hold a spring dance to the tunes of the
Tempo orchestra at 9 p.m. at the Ramada
Hotel, 130 Route 10. For reservations
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CH1CAGO: PlastY "starshi plastuny"
will host a "sviachene" at 2 p.m. at St.
Nicholas School auditorium, on the
corner of Rice and Leavitt streets.
Tickets for the afternoon event, which is
open to all, are Si0 for adults, and S5 for
children of novatstvo and yunatstvo ages
(7-17), and are available in advance and
at the door. For more information or to
order tickets call (708) 452-8397, even–
ings.
NEW YORK: "Music at the institute"
concert series will host a gala benefit
concert featuring pianist Juliana Osin–
chuk in a program of Bortniansky,
Franck, Kywa, Skoryk and Liszt follow–
ed by a spring ball at 3 p.m. at the
Ukrainian institute of America, 2 E. 79th
St. Admission is S50 per person. Black tie
is requested. The success of this fundraising event will ensure the continuation
of the МАТІ series next season. For
more information call (212) 860-3891.
HARTFORD: The choir Dibrova will
perform Ukrainian folk and sacred music
in concert at 2:30 p.m. at Trinity College
Chapel, 200 Summit St. Sponsored by
the Trinity College Chaplain's Office, the
Progressive Student Association and the
Connecticut Public interest Research
Group, the concert is titled "Songs of the
Earth." informational tables at the
entrance to the chapel will provide
literature about the current environmen–
tal crisis in Ukraine and the growing
ecological movement Zelenyi Svit. Pro–

ceeds from the concert will be donated to
benefit the Children of Chornobyl Relief
Fund. Admission is S10 for adults. S3 for
students and children. For more infor–
mation call Alex Kuzma, (203) 549-2755,
or Stephanie Pryshlak, (203) 721-8266.
NEW YORK: An exhibit of new oils by
Lubomyr Hutsaliuk will open at 1 p.m. in
the Ukrainian Artists' Association of
America Gallery, 136 Second Ave. The
artist will be present at the opening. The
exhibit will run through May 5. Gallery
hours are: Sunday, 1 to 7 p.m., weekdays,
6 to 8 p.m.
May 3-25
CAMBRlDGE, Mass.: The Spring Fes–
tival of Ukrainian Arts will feature an
exhibit of art works by lvan Marchuk,
one of the leading members of the nonconformist art movement in Ukraine in
the 1960s, courtesy of The Ukrainian
Museum of New York, at the Cambridge
Multicultural Arts Center, 41 Second St.
in Bulfinch Square.
May5
CH1CAGO: Friends of the Popular
Movement of Ukraine - Rukh of Chi–
cago will sponsor a concert of Ukrainian
music, song and dance at 7 p.m. at Lane
Technical High School at Western and
Addison. The Surma and Bajda choirs,
as well as the Hromovytsia and Ukraina
dance ensembles will be the featured
performers. Tickets may be purchased at
the Ukrainian book stores and financial
institutions, and at the door. For more
information call (312) 489-1339.
May 5-6
HORSHAM, Pa.: The Tennis Club of
USG Tryzub invites all tennis players of
Ukrainian descent to compete in the
second annual spring tennis tournament
at Tryzubivka. The play will be conduct–
ed in singles competition only and in any
age group with four or more participants.
For adult groups the tournament will
begin at 9:30 a.m. on Saturday. Junior
groups will start play at 2 p.m. that day.
For more information or to register call
George Sawchak, (215) 745-9637 (home),
(215) 227-9420 (work), Deadline for
entering is May 2. Entry fee is Si5 for
adults, S10 for juniors.

Father's Day Festival slated at Soyuzivka

UKRAINIAN SKI CLUB KLK
New York
invites its members and their guests, and also invites the members of the
Ukrainian Engineers' Society of America - N J .ftN.Y.

SPR1NG DANCE with orchestra T E M P O
to be held at the

RAMADA HOTEL on Saturday, April 2 8 , 1990, at 9 p.m.
Ramada Hotel, 130 Route 10, East Hanover N J .
Discounted rooms available - call Ramada Hotel directly a t ( 2 0 1 ) 3 8 6 - 5 6 2 2
mention KLK. Admission: S25 per person, students: S10.

-

APON

J E R S E Y C1TY, N.J. - On June 16
6
and 17, the warm and friendly premises
:s
of the Ukrainian National Association
n
estate, Soyuzivka, will again host the
e
annual UNA Father's Day festival.

after lunch. Featured will be t h e K a z k a
Ukrainian Folk Dance Ensemble from
Northampton, Pa., and the Ukrainian
D u m k a Chorus Women's УосаЬ En–
semble from New York City.

A rich artistic program is planned, itt
will begin on Saturday, June 16, at 8:300
p.m. with a performance by the worldd
renowned Ohio Boychoir from Greaterr
C l e v e l a n d . A d a n c e will follow t h ee
concert. Music will be provided byУ
Soyuzivka's own Roman Kurylo andd
Hryts Hrynovets.

Supper will follow and members of
the Executive Committee will be saying
f a r e w a l l t o g u e s t s a t t h e p o i n t of
departure.

On Sunday morning, June 17, divinee
liturgy will be celebrated at the Ukrai–
i–
nian Catholic Church and the Ukrai–
i–
nian Orthodox Chapel, followed by
у
lunch.
The artistic program will continuee

As in the past years, district and
branch officers are urged to pass on
invitations to this Father's Day weekend to their respective branches and
members, and t o organize bus excur–
sions.
Guests can take advantage of the
reduced rates at Soyuzivka and plan
two-day excursions. Call Soyuzivka for
reservations, (914) 626-5641.

presents

CPU threatens...

NEW UKRAINIAN VIDEO TAPES from KIEV
We are offering Color and BEST QUAL1H
QUAUTY on vHS
7771 MY UKRAINE І
veryovka Dancers, Bandura Players, Sofia Rotaru7Alia Kudlay and Wedding
at Bukovyna
7772 MY UKRAINE 2 -

NEW YEARS EVE I N KIEV

S38.oo

S38.oo

7773 MY UKRAINE з
Anatolij Solovianenko with Bandura Ensemble. Lenok Dance Ensemble
Marenych Trio in Concert

S38.oo

7774 MY UKRAINE 4 -

ізв.оо

POPULAR SONGS

Performed by Pop Artists
7775 K!EV
K!Ev viDEO SOUvENlR
Tour through the city of Kiev. English narration.

S28.00

APON RECORD AND viDEO COMPANY, 1NC.
P.O. Box 3082 Steinway Station m Long island City, N.Y.11103 m Tel.: (718) 721-5599

(Continued from page 2)
"We the people's deputies are deeply
У
indignant a t such behavior by the party
У
apparatus a n d its servant — the p r ho curacy.
"We consider the actions of the ruling
8
apparatus as provocative, calculated for
^
the destabilization of the situation, with
the goal of obstructing the development
of democratic processes in Ukraine.
"We express o u r firm protest against
L

The Ukrainian Weekly
read it and share it-

the illegal acts of the procuracy and
demand the repeal of all the decisions
for a d m i n i s t r a t i v e p u n i s h m e n t for
p a r t i c i p a t i o n in peaceful m e e t i n g s
apology to all individuals subjected to
such harassment, as well as the dis–
missal of the Procurator of the Ukrai–
nian S S R . "
T h e p r o t e s t w a s signed b y : i h o r
Yukhnovsky, Mykhailo Kosiv, Mykola
Horbal, Yaroslav Kendzior, Stepan
Khmara, vyacheslav Chornovil, Yev–
hen Hryniv, iryna Kalynets, Taras
Stetskiv, Mykhailo Batih, ihor Hryniv,
lvan Makar, Stepan Pavliuk, Roman
lvanychuk, Mykhailo Shvaika, Yasyl
Romaniuk and Orest Ylokh.

