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The Zoloti Dzvony ensemble performs during the banquet.

Master of ceremonies Stephen M. Wichar Sr. introduces Rep. Benjamin
Gilman (left). The new national commander of the UAV, Stephen Szewczuk, is 

seen on the right.
The 1st Battalion, 156th Field Artillery of the New York Army National Guard 

prepares for a six-gun salute on the Veselka veranda.

by Stephen M. Wichar Sr.

KERHONKSON, N.Y. – The 50th anniversary of the
Ukrainian American Veterans – an organization that
unites soldiers who served in World War II, Korea,
Vietnam and Desert Storm – was marked at the
Ukrainian National Association’s Soyuzivka resort on
September 26-28.

The golden anniversary convention proved to be a
milestone in UAV history, as the convention committee,
under the leadership of Steven Szewczuk, used all
resources to make this veteran’s gathering memorable
and exciting. More than 60 delegates, representing 500
veterans across America, assembled for deliberations.
They came from New York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania,
Connecticut, Massachusetts , Ohio, Florida and
Michigan. 

In addition, the Ukrainian American Military
Association, a unit composed of officers and non-com-
missioned officers on active duty, met at Soyuzivka for
the first time as an affiliate of the UAV.

Michigan led the delegates’ roster with 11 represen-
tatives. In addition to assigned delegates from UAV
Post 101, the Michigan State Department, with Stephen
Wichar as commander, sponsored and organized a char-
tered bus for the convention. As a result, Michigan
made up one-third of the Soyuzivka population that
weekend. Incorporated into this contingent was the
Zoloti Dzvony song ensemble.

On Friday morning after registration, UAV officials
raised their military standards and National
Commander Dmytro Bodnarczuk called the convention
to order. Although most of the morning session was
devoted to reports by retiring officers, delegates also
voiced their concerns about veteran problems, encour-
aged a greater commitment to serving the American
veteran-oriented programs, building a greater scholar-
ship program, revitalizing the national charter, etc.
How to foster growth in membership became a key
issue after veterans admitted a shrinking and serious
decline in membership. 

After routine matters (minutes, credentials, reports,
etc.) were completed, delegates were assigned to the fol-
lowing committees: Adopt a Hospital Program, Auditing,
Constitution and By-Laws, Credentials, Finance and
Budget, Future Conventions, Membership, Nominations,
Publicity/Public Relations, Raffle, Research and
Documentation, Resolutions, Rituals/Service, Scholarship
Fund, Ways and Means/New Product Development, and
Welfare. 

Commander Bodnarczuk then suspended the after-
noon assembly so that committees could meet in confer-
ence and prepare reports for the following business day.

On Friday evening a traditional hospitality night was
held for all delegates and guests. After an extravagant
steak dinner, the remainder of the evening was in the
capable hands of the versatile Zoloti Dzvony ensemble
from Warren, Mich., with Olga Dubrivny-Solovey con-
ducting. Attired in Ukrainian costumes, the 16 singers
dazzled the audience with their electrifying renditions
of Ukrainian folk songs, in addition to American and
Ukrainian military favorites. 

Afterwards the audience was invited to continue an
“evening glow” at the Halych building, compliments of
the singing ensemble. The evening belonged to the
Zoloti Dzvony.

On Saturday morning the committee chairmen
began presenting their findings and recommendations.
Midway through the morning meeting, the Ukrainian
American Military Association presented a slate of
speakers in a seminar-like session. Beginning with Lt.
Col. Yaromyr Oryshkevych, president, the speakers
effectively described their roles in the UAMA. All the
speakers emphasized their unity of purpose in appris-
ing the military that Ukrainians have capable and com-
petent personnel who are both fluent and knowledge-
able in translation and interpretation of Ukrainian mat-
t e r s .

The Nominations Committee presented a list of candi-
dates for the 1997-1999 term of office. The following
were named and elected: National Commander Mr.
Szewczuk (King’s Park, N.Y.); Vice-Commander
Mathew Koziak (Highland Park, N.J.); Finance Officer
Wasyl Liscynesky (Parma, Ohio); Judge Advocate
Miroslaus Malaniak (Buffalo, N.Y.); Publications and
Public Relations Officer Mr. Wichar (Clinton Township,
Mich.); Welfare Officer Bohdan Samokyszyn (Parma,
Ohio); Quartermaster Roman Didycky (Grosse Pointe
Woods, Mich.); Chaplain Myroslaw Pryjma (Warren,
Mich.); Historian Vasyl Luchkiw (New City, N.Y.);
Scholarship Officer Michael Demchuk (Seven Hills,
Ohio); Immediate National Commander  Dmytro
Bodnarczuk (Albuquerque, N.M.)

Concurrently  with the UAV conference, the
National Ladies Auxiliary conducted its own business
sessions. Their nominating committee named and
elected the following to the Ladies Auxiliary executive
board: President Irene Pryjma (Warren, Mich.); Senior
Vice-President Ann Bezkorowajny (Monroe, N.Y.);
Junior Vice-President Olga Wengryn (Passaic, N.J.);
Secretary Alberta Cieply (Warren, Mich.); Treasurer

Amelia Berezowsky (Philadelphia); Judge Advocate
Olga Pope (St. Charles, Mo.); Chaplain Pauline Pender
(Farmington, Conn.); Historian Jeanne Elnick (Warren,
Mich.); Service Officer Kay Brega (Spring Valley,
N.Y.); Welfare Officer Natalie Chuma (New York)
and Liaison Officer Helen Drabyk (West Palm Beach,
F l a . ) .

The golden anniversary banquet was a sellout, and all
of Soyuzivka participated. The presentation of colors
was executed by a detail of soldiers from Headquarters
Service Battery of the 1st Battalion, 156th Field
Artillery, New York Army National Guard, under the
command of 1st Sgt. Joseph C. Patti. After posting the
colors, the Zoloti Dzvony ensemble sang “The Star-
Spangled Banner” and “Sche Ne Vmerla Ukraina.” An
armed gun detail saluted the ceremonies with a volley of
fire from six cannons stationed alongside the banquet
hall. Taps were sounded.

Harold Bochonko, one of the UAV’s most distin-
guished officers and vice-chairman of the convention
committee, opened the ceremonies with statements of
welcome and then introduced the master of ceremonies
Mr. Wichar. 

Mr. Wichar welcomed the delegates, members of the
dais and guests. He said, “Today’s 50th observance was a
fitting occasion upon which to reflect the precepts which
veterans embraced and upheld justice, liberty, democracy
and the promotion of peace among free nations.” 

The MC called on Past National Commander (PNC)
Eugene Sagasz to act as officer of the day, who in turn
called on PNC Roman Rakowsky to be his aide-de-
camp. This detail discharged the installation rituals for
newly elected officers. The outgoing UAV commander,

Ukrainian American Veterans hold golden anniver s a r y convention

(Continued on page 17)



NEW YORK — A concert featuring
the music of Yevhen Stankovych, one
of the central figures of contemporary
Ukrainian music, will be held on
November 22 at the Ukrainian Institute
of America.

Performing at the concert are violinist
Anatoliy Bazhenov, pianist Naida
Magomedbekova, clarinetist David
Gresham and composer/conductor Virko
Baley leading the Music At The Institute
(MATI) Chamber Ensemble with the
Flux Quartet — Tom Chiu and
Cornelius Dufallo, violins; Kenji Bunch,
viola; and David Eggar, cello.

The concert, sponsored by Dr. W.
Howard Hoffman, is being held as part
of “Music at the Institute’s” presentation
of “Composer’s Choice.”

The program features the Sonata
Piccolo for violin and piano (1977, U.S.
premiere); Triptych “In the Highlands”
for violin and piano (1972); String
Quartet (1973); “A Humble Pastoral” for
violin, viola and cello (1996); and
Chamber Symphony No. 5, “Secret
Calls” for clarinet and strings (1995,
U.S. premiere).

Composer Yevhen Stankovych was
born in 1942 in Svaliava, in the
Zakarpattia Oblast of Ukraine. A prolific
composer, since 1966 he has authored
10 symphonies, six chamber sym-
phonies, an opera (“When the Fern
Blooms”), four ballets, a large number of
works in the oratorical, vocal chamber
and instrumental chamber genres, as
well as incidental music to six music
theater plays and over 100 films.

Stankovych studied at the Kyiv
Conservatory under Borys Liatoshynsky
and later under Myroslav Skoryk.
Beginning with his first compositions,
Stankovych declared himself as a com-
poser of dramatic temperament. While
his technique is contemporary, folkloric
themes are paramount in his works (for
example, the opera “When the Fern
Blooms” (1978) and “Kaddish: Requiem
for Babyn Yar” (1991). 

Stankovych’s uniqueness lies in his
pronounced affinity with the vernacular,
his blending of folk motifs with orches-
tral colors, reproducing the unique
aspects of the folk song and of multilay-
ered polyphony.

Stankovych believes that a composer
cannot create music in isolation from his
cultural lifeline, and works to extend that
lifeline to his audience. 

Stankovych’s elaborate polyphonic tex-
tures and meditative lyricism are reminis-
cent of the strict instrumental style of
Baroque music, while the full-bodied
affected melodies with an obvious post-
Romantic coloring give the music warmth
and expressiveness. Stankovych’s music is
remarkable in many respects, showing his
emotional freedom, consummate technical
mastery and flexibility of form.

As the Soviet Union collapsed,
Stankovych wrote several monumental
works commemorating Ukraine’s victims.
His “Kaddish: Requiem for Babyn Yar”
was the composer’s gift to the memory of
Jews who perished at the hands of the Nazis
in Kyiv in September 1941 (the work was
premiered in September 1991 in Kyiv);
“Requiem For Those Who Died of Famine”
commemorates the 6 million who perished
of hunger in 1932-1933 in Ukraine (pre-
miered in 1993 in Kyiv); and “Black Elegy”
is a remembrance of the victims of the
Chornobyl tragedy (premiered in 1991 in
W i n n i p e g ) .

Stankovych is the recipient of several
major awards. His Chamber Symphony No.
3 was selected by UNESCO’s World
Tribune as one of the 10 best works of
1985. He has been recognized with several
awards in Ukraine, including the country’s
highest award for artistic creativity, the

Taras Shevchenko State Award.
The composer’s works have been per-

formed in Canada, the U.S., Germany,
France, Switzerland, Finland, Spain, China,
the Philippines and Yugoslavia, in addition
to the former USSR. His works have been
recorded on the Melodiya, Analekta, ASV,
Naxos and Troppe Note/Cambria labels. 

Last year Stankovych was composer-
in-residence in the canton of Bern,
Switzerland.

Maestro Baley is the founder and music
director of the Las Vegas Chamber Players
and Nevada Symphony Orchestra, and prin-
cipal guest conductor and artistic advisor of
the Kyiv Camerata. He has recently
returned from Moscow where he conducted
the Russian National Orchestra with double
chorus and soloists in Vyacheslav
Artyomov’s “Requiem,” a work dedicated
to the victims of communism in Russia, at
Tchaikovsky Hall on November 7.  The
work became the first requiem mass to be
broadcast over Moscow State Radio in
1988. While in Ukraine Maestro Baley con-
ducted the Kyiv Camerata in a recording
session of the ensemble’s third CD. 

Tickets for the “The Music of Yevhen
Stankovych” concert, to be held at the
Ukrainian Institute of America, 2 E. 79th
St., are $20; $10, senior citizens; $5, stu-
dents. For tickets call the institute at (212)
2 8 8 - 8 6 0 0 .
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‚¥‰ Ô’flÚÌËˆ¥, 26-„Ó ‰Ó ÒÂÂ‰Ë, 31 - „Ó „Û‰Ìfl 19 97 .
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Ì‡ ÎÂ˘‡Ú‡Ò¸ÍËı ÚÂ Â Ì ‡ ı
Gore Mountain North Creek, N.Y.

í‡·ÓÓ‚‡ ÓÔÎ‡Ú‡ 410.00 ‰ÓÎ. ¥ 15.00 ‰ÓÎ. ‚ÔËÒÓ‚Â

✲ í‡·ÓÓ‚‡ ÓÔÎ‡Ú‡ ÔÓÍË‚‡π: ÔËÏ¥˘ÂÌÌfl, ÔÓı‡˜Û‚‡ÌÌfl (ÒÌ¥‰‡ÌÓÍ ¥ ‚Â˜Âfl), Ú‡ÌÒÔÓÚ 
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✲ ÇÔËÒÓ‚Â (ÌÂÁ‚ÓÓÚÌÂ), ÔÓÍË‚‡π: Ú‡·ÓÓ‚Û ‚¥‰ÁÌ‡˜ÍÛ È ‡‰Ï¥Ì¥ÒÚ‡ˆ¥ÈÌ¥ ‚Ë‰‡ÚÍË.

ä‡ÚË Á„ÓÎÓ¯ÂÌÌfl ÏÓÊÌ‡ ‰¥ÒÚ‡ÚË ‚ èÎ‡ÒÚÓ‚Ëı ëÚ‡ÌËˆflı. óËÒÎÓ Ú‡·ÓÓ‚ËÍ¥‚ π Ó·ÏÂÊÂÌÂ. 
á„ÓÎÓ¯ÂÌÌfl ·Û‰ÛÚ¸ ÔËÈÏ‡ÚËÒfl ‚ Ú‡Í¥È ˜Â„Ó‚ÓÒÚ¥, flÍ ·Û‰ÛÚ¸ ÔËıÓ‰ËÚË.

ä‡ÚË Á„ÓÎÓ¯ÂÌÌfl Á ÔÓ‚ÌÓ˛ ÓÔÎ‡ÚÓ˛ ÚÂ·‡ ‚ËÒËÎ‡ÚË 

‰Ó ‰Ìfl 5-„Ó „Û‰Ìfl 19 97 ÓÍÛ, Ì‡ ‡‰  Â Ò Û :
Mr J. Danyliw

P . O . B ox 507 Southampton ,PA 18 9 6 6
óÂÍË ‚ËÔÓ‚ÌflÚË Ì‡:◊WATAHA  BURLAKIW“
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ä‡Ì‰Ë‰‡Ú¥‚ ‰Ó ·ÛÎ‡‚ Ú‡·Ó¥‚ ÔÓÒËÏÓ „ÓÎÓÒËÚËÒfl ‰Ó ÔÎ. ÒÂÌ. 
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ÏÓÊÛÚ¸  Á‡ÏÓ‚ÎflÚË Í¥ÏÌ‡ÚË ‚

The Queensbury Hotel
88 Ridge Street

Glens Falls, New York, 12801

Tel.: (518) 792-1121
$60 Á‡ Í¥ÏÌ‡ÚÛ

é·Ó‚’flÁÍÓ‚Ó ÔÓÍÎËÍ‡ÚËÒfl Ì‡ ◊Ukrainian Parents“

* Extensive Salad Bar
* Turkey Dinner With all the Trimmings
* Viennese Dessert Table
* Coffee & Tea

SPECIAL ORDER: WHOLE TURKEY
FOR YOUR FAMILY $25.00 SURCHARGE

RESERVATIONS FOR THANKSGIVING DINNER ARE REQUIRED

THANKSGIVING DINNER ONLY ............................................... $20.00 PER PERSON
CHILDREN UNDER 12 ............................................................. $10.00 PER CHILD

**************************************************************
THANKSGIVING DINNER WITH OVERNIGHT STAY:

STANDARD ROOMS    $80.00 PER PERSON,   $150.00 PER COUPLE
DELUXE ROOMS       $95.00 PER PERSON,   $175.00 PER COUPLE

CHILDREN 13-17 MEALS ONLY    $40.00
CHILDREN 12 & UNDER MEALS ONLY      FREE

OVERNIGHT STAY INCLUDES STEAK DINNER AT 7 PM AND BREAKFAST FRIDAY.
TAXES AND GRATUITIES

JOIN US FOR A FAMILY STYLE
TRADITIONAL THANKSGIVING DINNER

AT SOYUZIVKA
THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 27, 1997, AT 1 PM

UIA to feature music of Stankovych

Composer Yevhen Stankovych

Virko Baley
Ken Howard



NEW YORK — The Leontovych String Quartet and
pianist Volodymyr Vynnytsky will appear in concert at
Carnegie’s Weill Recital Hall on Monday, November
24, at 8 p.m. The concert is presented by the Musicians
Corporate Management.

Quartet members are Yuri Mazurkevich, first violin;
Yuri Kharenko, violin; Borys Deviatov, viola; and
Volodymyr Panteleyev, cello. 

The concert program will include the following:
Skoryk, “Melody” ; Shostakovich, Quartet in F-sharp
Minor, No. 7, Op. 108; Brahms, String Quartet in A
Minor, Op. 51, No. 2; and Franck, Quintet in F Minor
for Piano and Strings.

The quartet is named after Mykola Leontovych, the
19th century Ukrainian composer and folk music collec-
tor, particularly noted for his choral arrangements of
folk music.

Since its founding at the Kyiv Philharmonic in 1976,
the Leontovych String Quartet has performed more than
2,000 concerts, appearing in major international festi-
vals and concert halls throughout the former Soviet
Union, Eastern Europe, Germany and Italy.

The quartet made its American debut tour in 1988
with performances at the United Nations, Harvard
University and Music Mountain Festival in Connecticut,
the oldest continuing international music festival in the
U.S. It has since appeared at Music Mountain for seven
consecutive years, as well as at festivals and chamber
music societies throughout the country.

A prize-winner of the Leo Weiner International
String Quartet Competition in Budapest, the quartet was
given the Lysenko Award in 1989 for popularizing
Ukrainian chamber music, making this the first time the
award was given to an ensemble rather than a composer.
Some 13 works were written for the Leontovych String
Quartet by Ukrainian and Russian composers, and the
quartet has premiered works by such composers as
Schnittke, Sylvestrov, Skoryk and Hrabovsky.

In the former Soviet Union, the quartet recorded more
than 30 works for radio broadcast and Melodiya
Records. In the U.S., it records for Greystone Records.

Yuri Mazurkevich, a native of Lviv, studied with the
renowned violinist David Oistrakh in Moscow. He has
appeared as a highly acclaimed soloist and member of
the Pomerants-Mazurkevich violin duo in the former

USSR, the U.S.,  Canada, Europe,
Australia, Mexico, Hong Kong, Japan and
China. In 1985 he was appointed profes-
sor of violin at Boston University, where
he currently serves as chairman of the
string department. Mr. Mazurkevich is a
laureate of the Helsinki, Munich and
Montreal international violin competi-
tions. In 1990, 16 years after his emigra-
tion, he was invited to perform in
Moscow, Kyiv, and Lviv. Mr.
Mazurkevich has been a member of the
Leontovych String Quartet since 1991.

Violinist Yuri Kharenko was born in
Kyiv. A graduate of the Lysenko Special
Music School, he went on to study with
Prof. A. Shtern at the Kyiv Conservatory.
He joined the Leontovych String Quartet
in 1983 and has performed throughout
the former Soviet Union and Europe. Mr.
Kharenko has appeared at various inter-
nat ional  festivals,  including Music
Mountain, the Newport Festival in Rhode
Island, the Texas Music Festival  in
Houston and in New York on radio sta-
tion WQXR. In 1994 he appeared as a
soloist at the Kyiv Music Fest. Prior to
emigrating to the U.S. in 1991, he was on
the faculty of the Kyiv Conservatory. Mr.
Kharenko was named Outstanding Artist
of Ukraine and is a recipient of the
Lysenko Prize.

Violist Borys Deviatov was born in
Vorkuta, Russia.  He attended the
Vorkuta Music School and the Cherkasy
Music School in Ukraine. Mr. Deviatov
studied with Prof. Olenych at the Lviv
Conservatory in 1973-1978. He is the winner of sever-
al prizes as both violist and conductor, and has toured
extensively since 1978 throughout the former Soviet
Union, Hungary, Czecho-Slovakia and Poland in solo
recitals and as soloist with orchestras. Mr. Deviatov
joined the Leontovych String Quartet in 1990.

Cellist Volodymyr Panteleyev, co-founder of the
Leontovych String Quartet, studied at the Kyiv

Conservatory and the Moscow Conservatory, where he
received a doctorate degree in chamber music.  He
served as professor of cello and string quartet at the
Kyiv Conservatory in 1976-1991. Mr. Panteleyev has
appeared as soloist with the Kyiv Chamber Orchestra,
performed many solo recitals, as well as given numerous
master classes. He was named Outstanding Artist of

Leontovych String Quartet and Vynnytsky to perform at Weill Hall
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NOW ON CD!!!           A GREAT XMAS GIFT!!!
“Musical Masterpiece! A rare combination of beautiful folk music
and exceptional musical talent. This outstanding CD is a must! Hear
the best of the best!”

Daniel J. Walikis...WHRW-FM Binghampton, NY

“Truly, these songs are all jewels!”

Bohdana Bashuk
CKJS Radio, Winnipeg, Man.

“They sing with their souls, not 
just their voices. As one listens, 

one forgets the technique of their 
craft, and this is exactly that 
which creates true artistry.”

Yaryna Drabyna
CFMB Radio, Montreal, Que.

CHEREMSHYNA
Along Paths of a Dream

“Exceptional!  I was so moved by these beautiful songs. I listened
with tears in my eyes. Bravo!”

Lida Shewchuk... Radio Ukraina, Kyiv, Ukraine

CD $15 (US) Cassette $10 (US) + $3 (US) S+H per item

Send cheque or money order to:

CHEREMSHYNA

19 Vendome, Kirkland, Que. H9J 3W4 Canada
Or call: (514) 697-5506 or 624-0476 or 426-0140

(Continued on page 15)

Concert bill designed by Ihor Barabakh featuring members of the 
Leontovych String Quartet and pianist Volodymyr Vynnytsky.
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WEST ARKA
2282 Bloor St. W., Toronto, Ont., Canada M6S 1N9

Gifts
Ukrainian Handicrafts
Art, Ceramics, Jewellery               A. CHORNY
Books, Newspapers
Cassettes, CDs, Videos
Embroidery Supplies
Packages and Services to Ukraine

Tel.: (416) 762-8751        Fax: (416) 767-6839

GOV’T FORECLOSED ho me s from
pennies on $1. Delinquent Tax, Repo’s,

REO’s. Your Area.
Toll Free 1-800-218-9000

S EIZED CARS from $ 175. 
Porsches, Cadillacs, Chevys.

BMW’s, Corvettes. Also Jeeps,
4WD’s.

Your area. Toll Free 1-800-218-
9000 Ext. A-1871 for current

FIRST QUALITY
UKRAINIAN TRADITIONAL-STYLE

MON U M E N T S
SERVING NY/NJ/CT REGION CEMETERIES

OBLAST 
M E M O R I A L S

P.O. BOX 746
Chester, NY  10918
914-469-4247

BILINGUAL HOME APPOINTMENTS

Y E V S H A N
Distributor of fine Ukrainian products - Cassettes, Compact
discs - Videos - Language tapes & Dictionaries - Computer
fonts for PC & MAC - Imported Icons - Ukrainian Stationery 

- Cookbooks - Food parcels to Ukraine

Call for a free catalog
1-8 00- 2 65-9 8 5 8

VISA - MASTERCARD - AMEX ACCEPTED
FAX ORDERS ACCEPTED (514) 630-9960

BOX 325, BEACONSFIELD, QUEBEC
CANADA - H9W 5T8

P lann in g a trip to 

UKRAINE?
Personalized

Travel Service at
Reasonable Rates

•VISAS•HOTELS•MEALS•
•TRANSFERS•GUIDES•

•AIR TICKETS•
•CARS WITH DRIVERS•

•INTERPRETERS•
•SIGHTSEEING•

LANDMARK, LTD
toll free (800) 832-1789
DC/MD/VA (703) 941-

6180

FLOWE R S

Delivered in Ukraine
1-800-832-1789

Landmark, Ltd.

7 Room apt. 
Richmond Hill, Queens. 

Very clean, quiet, 
safe neighborhood. $1,000. 

(718) 847-1365.

N E W YORK — Yara Arts Group
invites the public to an evening of wine,
poetry and music to celebrate the publi-
cation of “Ten Years of Poetry from
Yara Theatre Workshops at Harvard,” a
hand-made volume of contemporary
Ukrainian poetry in award-winning
translations by Vir lana Tkacz and
Wanda Phipps.

The event, which commemorates 10
years of Yara’s Theatre Workshops at the
Harvard Ukrainian Summer Studies
Program, will take place on Sunday
November 23, at 7 p.m. at the Ukrainian
Institute of America, 2 E. 79th St. The
evening will feature bilingual poetry per-
formances, music and a special sale of
the book. Participants will include Yara
actors, alumni from the theater work-
shops and musician Julian Kytasty on
bandura.

The Yara Theatre Workshops at
Harvard, begun by Virlana Tkacz in
1988, were the springboard for creating
the Yara Arts Group, now a resident the-
ater company with the La MaMa
Experimental Theater in New York.
Yara’s trademark multilingual perfor-
mances based on Ukrainian literature are
well-known to the Ukrainian American
community. 

The Yara Arts Group has staged origi-
nal theater productions annually at La
MaMa since its debut in 1990, last winter
presenting “Virtual Souls”  at the La
MaMa Annex.

It was the 1989 piece presented at
Harvard, “Les Kurbas: Fragments in
Performance,” that featured scenes from
three Kurbas productions, including
Shevchenko’s “The Sky’s Unwashed,”
that provided the material and impetus to
produce Yara’s first performance at La

MaMa “A Light From the East” in 1990. 
The summer studies program  at

Harvard, attended by Ukrainians from all
over the world and non-Ukrainians from
all walks of life, offer a unique cultural
haven for the Yara theater workshop.
They encourage students to be sponta-
neous and original in their interpretations
of Ukrainian poetry, and it is the blend-
ing of interpretations, experiences and
ideas that have elicited by a positive
response from  those students. Julian
Zahalak, a graduate student at the
University of Chicago enthused, “I  was
introduced to aspects of Ukrainian cul-
ture I didn’t know existed.”

Over the last 10 years, with the help of
designer Watoku Ueno and d r a m a t u r g /
translator Wanda Phipps, Virlana Tkacz
has brought the poetry of various
Ukrainian authors and epochs to the stu-
dents at Harvard beginning with the sum-
mer of 1988-1989 which focused on the
works of Les Kurbas and also featured the
poetry of Taras Shevchenko and Mykola
Kulish, to this past summer, during which
students performed  “Seven Veils,” the
works of seven contemporary Ukrainian
poets: Mariana Sawka, Mykola Vorobiov,
Anka Sereda, Viktor Neborak, Liudmyla
Taran, Mykola Miroshnychenko and
Oksana Zabuzhko.

non-stop flights

NEW YORK - KYIV
NEW YORK - LVIV

only 8 hours
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New York - (212) 599-0555
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Arrival and departure information: JFK - (718) 656-9896
Arrival and departure information: JFK - (718) 632-6909

Air Ukraine
551 Fifth Ave., Suite 1002, 1005
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Air Ukraine
N a t i o n a l   A i r l i n e s

Air Ukraine - Cargo
Tel. 718-376-1023, FAX 718-376-1073
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Ya ra to celebra te book’s launch

Correction
In The Ukrainian Museum’s press

release about the blessing of the corner-
stone for its new building in New York
City, which was published in The
Weekly on October 26, the first name of
Anna Alyskewycz was incorrectly ren-
dered as Alma. 



Ukraine and is a recipient of the Lysenko
Prize.

A laureate of the Margueritte Long-
Jacques Thibaud International Piano
Competition in Paris (1983), pianist
Volodymyr Vynnytsky has established
himself as a distinctive musical personal-
ity and has received critical and audience
acclaim for his fresh and penetrating
readings of the scores. 

A native of Lviv, Mr. Vynnytsky
studied at the Lviv Music School for
Gifted Children under the tutelage of
Lydia Golemba and la ter  at  the
Moscow Conservatory with the distin-
guished pianist Evgeny Malinin. He
received his doctorate in 1983 from the
Moscow Conservatory and subsequent-
ly taught at the Kyiv Conservatory. Mr.
Vynnytsky concertized extensively
throughout Ukraine, the other republics
of the former Soviet  Union, and
Europe. In addition, he actively pro-
moted new music as a member of the
Perpetuum Mobi le Kyiv Chamber
Orchestra, which performed works of
20th century composers,  many of
whom had never been heard in the for-
mer Soviet Union.

Mr. Vynnytsky’s recordings include
works by Mozart, Bortniansky, Chopin,
and Liszt for Kobza Productions (Kyiv-
Toronto), the works of modern Ukrainian
composer Myroslav Skoryk for Yevshan
Records (Montreal), and archival record-
ings of Tchaikovsky’s First Piano
Concerto and Britten’s “Young Apollo”
Concerto for the Ukrainian Broadcasting
Corporation in Kyiv

In 1994, Mr. Vynnytsky and cellist
Vagram Saradjian, performing as a
duo, won the Distinguished Artists
Award in New York and went on to
make a critically acclaimed debut at
Carnegie Hall. 

Mr. Vynnytsky, who has been resid-
ing in the U.S. since 1991, is a visiting
member of the piano faculty at State
University of New York in Purchase,
N.Y., and artist-in-residence at the Music
and Art Center of Greene County in
Hunter, N.Y.

(Continued from page 13)
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WINNIPEG – Winter is  just
around the corner,  but many
Manitobans are still coping with
the damage to their homes and per-
sonal possessions caused by last
spring’s historic flooding by the
Red River.

Many residents of flooded com-
munities have had their patience
and finances stretched to the limit
awaiting promised government
assistance that, for those in des-
perate need, has been slow in
c o m i n g .

Groups from sea-to-sea raised
greatly needed funds to assist in
Manitoba’s flood relief effort. Of
the numerous fund-raising efforts,
one was conducted by the
Ukrainian Canadian Congress
Toronto Branch, which raised a
total of $30,000.

A check for that amount was pre-
sented in Toronto to Oleh Romaniw,
president of the Ukrainian Canadian
Congress Headquarters. Mr.
Romaniw formally presented the
check to Frank Pitura, minister of
government services for the
province of Manitoba.

UCC donation
helps flood vic-
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THE MICHAEL AND ORSON SKORR ORCHESTRAS

good diplomat. I used to repeatedly invite
our colleagues from the West and tell them,
“Please visit because we have no experi-
ence about developing a national communi-
ty in a democratic society. We simply have
none. We don’t know what to grab on to.”

Today I no longer have this problem
because in these past years we have been
bruised in the head so often that we now do
have our own experience. It is a bitter one,
not all that sweet.

I can’t tell you that the problem has been
solved. We can’t solve a problem in five
years that developed over 500 years. There
is a national mentality, a societal mentality.
There exists a post-imperial syndrome.

The experience that we have gained in
the last five years is personal experience.
But I repeat, I would have been delighted to
have greeted guests here from the States,
from Canada. If they don’t want to visit
Moscow, they can go to Tiumen. If not
Tiumen, they can travel to Vladivostok or
to Cheliabinsk. Wherever they would like.
They can visit St. Petersburg.

They should see life here today. It is not
good, and it is not bad. This is the reality.
We live it; there is no other.

I’d like to turn to the topic of the

World Forum of Ukrainians that was
held in Kyiv this past August. The reac-
tion to it in the Western diaspora was
pretty much negative. What were your
i m p r e s s i o n s ?

To use a diplomatic word, I had “seri-
ous” impressions. It is difficult to be
affronted by the people who organized the
forum. You can’t be offended, you must
understand what went on.

We use many terms out of habit: “World
Ukrainianism.” But what does that mean?
You see, we want to assure ourselves that
membership in one nation assures us that all
other problems will be solved. I’m exagger-
ating, of course, but you understand the sit-
u a t i o n .

But then when people gather it becomes
apparent that they hold varied ideas as to
societal interests, different ideas about the
world in general. These are very different
people. So if we are talking about world
Ukrainianism, then there is a need to build a
world system, not to declare that it exists.
You can declare independence, not world
Ukrainianism. That you must build.

Then you must unite. You asked me
about contacts with the West. I have good
friends there, I believe. But I have no con-
tact with the Western diaspora. Private con-
tacts and official organizational contacts are
two very different things. I could have great

(Continued from page 3)
Rudenko-Desniak...

jar of goose fat. He was in heaven as he
smeared the fat over his camp ration of
bread over the next few days.

After months on a diet of subsistence
and hunger, Mr. Lahola was told by the SS
guards to unload a bread truck. To be
caught stealing bread was instant death.
Nonetheless, in an unattended moment,
Mr. Lahola devoured as much bread as he
could. Then he hid more bread away into
his clothing to take back to the barracks.
Luckily, that day he passed through the
camp gates unchecked. However, his fee-
ble body could not process the sudden
onslaught of food. He became violently ill,
vomiting everything he had eaten. He was
so sick he gave whatever bread he smug-
gled into the camp to the other inmates,
because he knew he wouldn’t be able to eat
it himself.

Shortly thereafter, Mr. Lahola hid among
some prisoners assigned the task of peeling
potatos. The camp cook chose him to help
in the kitchen. He was safe and in a place
where he could attend to his hunger, albeit
at great risk. His main job was to fill big
pots with soup for the SS officers. He
would carry the soup pots to the soldiers at
meal times. He would wrap a rag around his
hand to help carry the pot, and as he pre-
tended to hurry along, would purposely spill
some of that soup on to the rag. Later, back
in the barracks, he would rinse the rag into
his cup and drink the dribbles of soup for
extra nourishment.

Every day for three years John Lahola
and the others endured this torment. Every
day more people died in the gas chambers.

Every day their bodies were stripped of
jewelry and gold teeth and then piled up on
carts to be wheeled over to the incinerators.

* * *
Finally, the end drew near. For months

rumors circulated in the camp that the
Russian front was coming closer. A huge
fire was built to destroy camp papers and
documents. On January 18, 1945, prison

officials began removing the inmates. As a
cook, Mr. Lahola was one of the last to
leave since he had to prepare meals for
German soldiers from the front.

The Nazis now engaged in a frantic
three-month effort to hide the prisoners and
transfer them from one concentration camp
to another. Thus Mr. Lahola and others
from his camp were forced to march west-
ward for three days and nights until they
reached the German border. There, as the
men huddled together in the sleet and dri-
ving snow, they were loaded onto boxcars
and transferred to Mauthausen, a concentra-
tion camp near Linz, Austria. Not long
afterwards, they were again transferred, this
time to Melk, a converted army camp
where the prisoners worked in coal mines.
Then again they were transferred, this time
by tug boat into Germany to the Ebensee
concentration camp. There, on May 6,
1945, liberation day, an American tank
pulled through the gates of the camp, and
the astonished soldiers informed the
exhausted prisoners that they were finally
f r e e .

The prisoners went wild. In their rush to
enter a bakery to get some bread, several of
them were trampled to death. Others died
from overeating at a time when their bodies
were incapable of processing the food they
hungrily consumed. The long nightmare,
however, was finally over.

Today, more than 50 years later, John
Lahola lives in North America. Yet even
now he is still swept away with emotion
whenever he reflects on these events.
More than anything, his three years of
incarceration in Nazi concentration
camps exemplifies the fact that to live
requires struggle – that resignation and
surrender are the surest prescriptions for
death. His experience demonstrates that
the essence of life is not found in events
that occur in our lives which, more often
than not, are arbitrary or accidental.
Rather, John Lahola’s life shows that the
real question is how to lead your life no
matter what events life brings you. John
Lahola believes his survival depended on
dedicating himself to a larger cause that
helped him find meaning in his suffering

(Continued from page 9)
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called “political battles” among the various
political groups of the Parliament.

No disturbances were reported in other
cities of Ukraine, including the nation’s
capital, where leftists and rightists also
held separate rallies. In a sea of red flags,
more than 3,000 mostly elderly people
gathered in European Square to reaffirm
their support for the Communist Party and
the failed Soviet experiment. Less than a
mile away, nearly 2,000 national democ-
rats gathered in St. Sophia Square, where a
memorial service was held in remem-
brance of those exterminated in the purges
of the 1930s. After a procession down
Volodymyrska Street, the commemoration
continued in Shevchenko Park, located
across the street from Shevchenko State
University. There Ivan Drach, president of
the Congress of Ukrainian Intellectuals,
Rukh Chairman Vyacheslav Chornovil

and Congress of Ukrainian Nationalists
leader Slava Stetsko remembered those
who perished. Mr. Chornovil said he was
willing to seek peace with leftists but not
with those who will not admit that the
Soviet Union “committed unspeakable acts
of horror.”

Ukraine still officially celebrates October
Revolution Day, the Soviet holiday that
commemorates the overthrow of the
Kerensky provisional government and the
beginning of the Bolshevik Revolution. 

This year President Leonid Kuchma
proposed that the holiday become a day of
memory and reconciliation, and be reduced
from two days to one. The president said
restructuring the holiday would “reduce
political and ideological confrontation.”
The president’s effort backfired when the
leftist forces of the Verkhovna Rada, led by
Yurii Donchenko, who chairs the
Committee on Social Policy and Labor,
criticized the proposal for “encroaching on
the right of the people to rest and recre-
ation,” and soundly defeated it. 

(Continued from page 1)
October Revolution...

friends in the United Arab Emirates, but
that would mean nothing.

If we want to make truly real this idea of
world Ukrainianism we need to do a lot
more. First, we have to identify the charac-
teristics of each of these groups in the world
Ukrainian movement.  Ukrainians in the
United States and Canada are one thing.
Ukrainians in Western Europe are another.
Ukrainians in the post-Soviet space are a
third. And so on. We must determine what
is essential for each of these groups.

Second, we must find the points at which
our interests converge. The idea of building
a Ukrainian state is a wonderful idea. It is
supported on an emotional and philosophi-
cal level. But an organizational process also
is needed.

If organizations form in Kyiv that take
on coordinating responsibilities in these
matters, they must then actually be coordi-
nating organizations. They must gather the
threads together. They have to create this
thing just like with any organization – not
like a state organization, but like an individ-
ual, cultural organization, as an organization
of our efforts, of our links.

I think such an organization should be
able to develop an exchange of individuals,
let’s say from here to Australia, or
Argentina or the United States, and vice
versa, not as a work exchange, but as an
exchange of people who are interested in
cultural ties and development and associat-
ed problems. This would be one way to
begin an exchange of information, an
exchange of our views on the world.

These issues cannot be resolved at a
forum. The work must be done between
forums not at the forum itself. This is what I
want to convince my friends in Kyiv. I want

to tell them, “my dear friends, it is great that
we gathered here, sat down together, drank
a few toasts. But the forum ends and anoth-
er one doesn’t occur for five years. What do
we do in the meantime?”

Everything that is essential must be done
between forums. We must build on the
work. If not, the idea of a world Ukrainian
movement will end up an abstraction, a nos-
talgic abstraction. I would rather have it a
reality, and it can be a reality.

The second problem also is a serious
one. It regards certain disagreements
with my colleagues here in Moscow, in
Russia. They asked me at one time, why,
when the statutes of the Association of
Ukrainians in Russia were being
approved, was there no point made that
an important goal of the AUR is the
building of an independent Ukrainian
state. Let me say first that the statutes
were voted on before my time.

I told them that it is not a responsibility
of Russian citizens to build the Ukrainian
state. We founded this organization (the
AUR) to protect our rights. First of all, it is
an organization that should protect our
rights and ensure our rights.

We wholeheartedly and spiritually
support a normal Ukrainian state and
visit our historical homeland with joy.
But why should the building of a
Ukrainian state be the main objective for
citizens of Russia of Ukrainian descent,
or of the United States? This is a very
interesting question.

It is not an easy task to determine the for-
mula for the existence of a truly worldwide
Ukrainian community. It is easier to talk
sweetly of it at gatherings. But gathering
and working are not one and the same.



in a parachute-jumping exercise. 
After lunch about 10 UAMA members

(several with full rucksacks and canteens)
participated in a 10-mile commemorative
hike over a measured course, to mark the
50th anniversary of the Great Raid of the
UPA. Afterwards, the UAV and UAMA
had a joint ceremony at which Maj.
Golash read an account of the Great Raid,
and Sgt. Maj. Zahody presented commem-
orative medals to participants of the Great
Raid. Thus, the new generation of U.S.
military honored the previous generation
for its efforts and sacrifices.

On Sunday the UAMA members gath-
ered to elect their new officers. The
office of vice-president became de-facto
the office of president-elect, as Vice-
President Maj. Golash was elected to the
presidency. Capt. Holowinsky was elect-
ed vice-president, and immediate Past
President Lt. Col. Oryshkevych was
elected membership chairman. The posi-
tions of secretary (Lt. Col. Chyterbok),
treasurer (Lt. Cmdr. Chuck Dobra), his-
torian (Lt. Col. Leonid Kondratiuk), and
senior enlisted advisor (Sgt. Maj.
Zahody) remain unchanged. The next
UAMA conference will take place either
in Boston or Washington, with details of
dates and location to be announced. 

* * *
Ukrainian-speaking U.S. military who

are in the Guard, Reserve or active compo-
nents may contact Lt. Col. Oryshkevych at
yaromyr@aol.com to get further details of
membership in the UAMA or to submit
information. Names of military members
who have a qualifying Defense Language
Proficiency Test (DLPT) score in
Ukrainian (and speak Ukrainian fluently)
will be sent to Points of Contact (POCs)
who organize missions to and from
Ukraine, and may be given orders to par-
ticipate in such missions. 

(Continued from page 10)
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The veterans of the Ukrainian Insurgent Army (UPA) and of the 1st Division of the 
Ukrainian National Army in Ukraine still need our financial support.

Please help them through your generous donations to the Social Service 
of Ukrainian War Veterans during our November compaign.

Social Service of Ukrainian War Veterans
Ukrainian Educational and Cultural Center,

700 Cedar Road, Rm-122A, Jenkintown, PA  19046

Mr. Bodnarczuk, was called to put a clo-
sure on the installation services. Mr.
Szewczuk, commander-elect, and Ms.
Pryjma, auxiliary president-elect, were
called to make acceptance statements.

The Ukrainian diplomatic corps was
represented by military advisers to
Ukraine’s Mission to the United Nations,
Col. Vasyl Sydorenko and Maj. Vadym
Yakhno. Both were invited to address the
audience.

After the Rev. Oleksa Chouter was
called to deliver an invocational.
Vincent Dunn, chairman of the
Economic Development and Promotion
Committee in the Ulster County
Legislature, was called to the podium to
present a proclamation. Rep. Benjamin
Gilman (R-N.Y.) delivered a resounding
speech about veterans, their rights and
their important role in the American
Ukrainian community. 

During other introductions and
acknowledgments, Mr. Wichar called on
PNC Polche and Ms. Chuma to the main
table for the presentation of a plaque
honoring the late Ladies Auxiliary
President Rosalie Polche. Ms. Pryjma,

the newly elected Ladies Auxiliary presi-
dent, made the presentation. 

An announcement was made recogniz-
ing Walter Berezowsky, Walter
Senyshyn and Ted Zeniuk of Post 4,
Joseph Lesawyer of Post 7 and Jules
Zaharchuk of Post 2. All four gentlemen
were present at the first UAV banquet
held in Philadelphia 50 years ago.

Lt. Col. Oryshkevych, outgoing presi-
dent of the Ukrainian American Military
Association, was invited to speak on
behalf of his organization. He thanked
the UAV 50th anniversary convention for
officially adopting the UAMA as a mem-
ber-affiliate of the UAV. 

Maj. Golash, the president-elect of the
UAMA, underlined that the new merger
“could only bring positive and produc-
tive results in common future endeav-
ors.” 

The last speaker was UAV Scholarship
Officer Demchuk, who announced the
names of scholarship winners for 1997.

Mr. Wichar expressed his thanks to all
participants and to Soyuzivka Manager
John A. Flis for his extraordinary hospi-
tality, and adjourned the banquet pro-
ceedings. He also invited the guests to
stay for the Commanders Ball. Dance
music was provided by the popular
Lviviany orchestra from Ukraine.

(Continued from page 11)
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Col. Vasyl Sydorenko and Maj. Vadym Yakhno, miliary advisers to Ukraine’s
Mission to the United Nations, with Christine Shumenko and John Melnyk  of 
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required by the new law, and to approve the
candidate lists and voter petitions. It also is
responsible for determining the budget for
the elections, which comes from govern-
ment coffers, as well as for drawing up and
printing the official ballots and overseeing
the actual elections.

Ivan Yemets, the outgoing director of the
CEC, said after the Verkhovna Rada
approved only five of the required 15 mem-
bers on November 4 that “right now,
nobody is working on developing the orga-
nization and making preparations for the
e l e c t i o n s . ”

Opponents of the president had
claimed then that the president was pack-
ing the commission with his supporters
and said that members of the president’s
administration should not take seats on
the commission. In fact, three of the nine
rejected candidates hold posts in the
administration. The president’s chief of
staff, Yevhen Kushniarov, accused the
Communists in the Parliament of block-
ing the election of the CEC by pocketing
their ballots in what was a vote by secret
ballot.

After two days of haggling between
Parliament leaders and President
Kuchma, during which the president said
he would not withdraw his nominees,
several of candidates were again present-
ed for approval before the legislature.
This time no additional members were
selected. Only 288 of the 416 deputies
registered for the day’s session, chiefly
because many lawmakers are preoccu-
pied with election-year politics, which
made it impossible to get the 226 majori-
ty of votes required to fill the nine vacan-
cies to the CEC.

Finally, on November 12, after having
decided to vote by computer in the routine

fashion, and after the factions had mobi-
lized their troops, 280 lawmakers gave the
nod to five additional candidates.

The commission’s major task immedi-
ately will be to approve the candidate lists
and the voter petitions for all the parties that
wish to take part in the elections. According
to the new law that process must be com-
pleted 120 days prior to the elections, which
are scheduled for March 29.

To be officially registered for the March
1998 elections, parties must submit peti-
tions with the signatures of 200,000 voters,
of which 10,000 must be gathered from
each of 14 various oblasts.

In the new mixed electoral system, vot-
ers will make two selections. They will
first choose one candidate from a list of
those running outside the party system
and then make a party choice, presumably
based on the party’s platform and their
candidate list.

Of the 450 Verkhovna Rada seats, 225
will go to the individual candidates selected
in each of the 225 electoral districts of
Ukraine, which are to be established by the
CEC as one of its first orders of business.
The other 225 seats will be divided among
the parties that take at least 4 percent of the
vote according to the percentage of votes
they receive.

The party candidate lists rank the mem-
bers of each party and determine in what
order the parties will seat their candidates.
Individuals on party candidate lists can
withdraw their names after the elections,
which then allows those below them to
move up a notch.

Many political parties have packed their
candidate lists with celebrities in the hope
that name recognition will draw voters to
their slates. However, it is expected that
many of the candidates will be lopped from
the lists, including celebrities with no politi-
cal background, after having served their
p u r p o s e .

(Continued from page 1)
Verkhovna Rada...

Furthermore, Interpol has helped to return
Ukrainian women working abroad as prosti-
tutes. The numbers of women involved in
prostitution abroad has significantly
decreased, according to Col. Viktor
Radetskyi, director of the National Interpol
Bureau. (Eastern Economist)

Harvest to exceed last year’s low

KYIV — Ukraine’s harvest is set to
reach 37 million tons of grain, 12 million
more than last year, said First Deputy
Agriculture Minister Borys Supikhanov on
November  11. Last year’s total was one of
the lowest in decades. He said 2.2 million
tons of sunflower seeds will be harvested,
also an increase over 1996. Up to 2.2 mil-
lion tons of sugar are expected to be pro-
duced. (Respublika)

Congressional site visit to Ukraine, Russia

WASHINGTON — Reps. Mac
Thornberry (R-Texas) and Vic Snyder (D-
Ark.),  members of the House National
Security Committee, recently returned from
a five-day visit to former Soviet missile
sites in Russia and Ukraine that are being
dismantled as part of the Cooperative
Threat Reduction program (CTR). So far,
66 SS-19 silos and 58 SS-19 missiles in
Ukraine have been eliminated; each of these
missiles carried six nuclear warheads.
During the mission, the congressmen over-
saw the partial elimination of an SS-19 mis-

sile launcher at Pervomaisk, an ICBM base
in Ukraine. All 132 SS-19 silos in Ukraine
will be eliminated by the end of 1998, and
the CTR program has begun preliminary
work to eliminate all Ukrainian SS-24 mis-
siles and launchers. Ukraine became
nuclear-weapons-free on May 30, 1996,
when the last nuclear warhead was sent to
Russia for elimination. In Russia on
October 18, the delegation toured the
Research Institute of Chemical and
Machine Building near Sergeiv Posad
where SS-N-8 submarine-launched ballistic
missiles are eliminated. (U.S. Department
of Defense)

Missiles to be used for commercial launches

KYIV —The Ukrainian-Russian joint
venture Kosmotras was registered on
November 11 and the consortium  will spe-
cialize in modernizing SS-18 intercontinen-
tal ballistic missiles for commercial launch-
es. The first commercial launch of a missile
is expected to be carried out in 1998.
Ukraine will handle most of the technical
issues, according to  Oleksander Serdiuk of
Ukraine’s National Security Agency. The
Ukrainian side will consist of KB Pivdenne,
PivdenMash and AT Khartron. Ukraine and
Russia will each own 50 percent of shares
in the joint venture.  The new Dnipro mis-
sile could be included in the large-scale
Teledisk project, which will involve the
launching into orbit of 840 American satel-
lites for the new generation global computer
network. Modernization of the missiles is
expected to cost more than $100 million.
(Eastern Economist) 

(Continued from page 2)
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Mr. Berzenski was born in Rossburn,
Manitoba, and worked as a mechanic in
Russel, Manitoba, when he enlisted in the
Winnipeg Grenadiers in September 1939.
He was 26 years old and had married only
days before his departure for Hong Kong.

In 1943 Canadian prisoners were sent to
camps in Japan, where they were obliged to
perform heavy labor in the country’s mines
and shipyards. Prisoners with technical
skills (such as Mr. Slipchenko) were held in
the Yokohama Camp and exploited at the
shipyards. Others were held in camps in
Fukuoka and Osaka.

In January 1945 some prisoners were
chosen by lot to broadcast prepared texts
over Japanese radio, saying that they were
alive and had been taken prisoner by
Japan. Mr. Slipchenko was among them,
and when short-wave operators in Canada
and the U.S. monitoring Japanese trans-
missions picked up his message, they for-
warded it to his wife in Winnipeg. It was
the first news of him she had received
since Christmas 1941. 

In all, members of the Canadian units of
Hong Kong spent 44 months in Japanese
captivity, and as mentioned above, the con-
ditions they endured were harsh. The death
rate among prisoners of war in Japanese
camps was 27 percent, compared to 4 per-
cent in German POW camps in Europe. By
late July 1945, of the 1,975 Canadians who
arrived in Hong Kong, 557 had succumbed
to disease, exposure or despair, or had been
murdered by their captors. Nine of these
victims were Ukrainian Canadians. 

On August 15, 1945, the Japanese guards
informed the prisoners that the war was
over. News of the Canadians’ release
arrived in Winnipeg during a meeting of the
Ukrainian Canadian Committee. Among
those released was Paul Arsenych, the son
of Jaroslaw Arsenych, the UCC’s secretary
general. When Mr. Slipchenko was liberat-
ed by U.S. troops on September 15, 1945,
he weighed under 100 pounds.

Mr. Slipchenko returned by ship to
Seattle, Wash., and from there to
Vancouver. He made his way back to
Winnipeg on a hospital train and spent
some time en route in a military hospital in
Brandon, Manitoba. He was discharged

from the Canadian armed forces on March
2, 1946, and returned to his previous occu-
pation as a garage operator. He was 43
years old.

Most of the Hong Kong veterans had dif-
ficulties adjusting to civilian life because
the abuse they endured in the Japanese
camps left most of them physically frail. At
least two of the Ukrainian veterans volun-
teered again for the Canadian Army during
the Korean War, and one was turned down
outright for medical reasons. Steven
Zacharko was accepted, but never went
back to Asia. He served in Germany in the
1950s for several years before doffing his
greens for the last time.

Mr. Slipchenko also suffered from the
lingering effects of his incarceration partic-
ularly the severe malnutrition – and later on
an industrial accident added to his misery.
When he died, on April 24, 1972, Mr.
Slipchenko was a member of the Hong
Kong Veterans Association, Ukrainian
Canadian Veterans Association Branch No.
141, the St. Andrew’s Brotherhood Society,
and was a parishioner at St. Mary the
Protectress Cathedral in Winnipeg. 

Canadian participation in the Hong Kong
campaign was investigated by a Royal
Commission in 1942, and was the subject
of a number of other special investigations
and reports over the years. The Hong Kong
Veterans Association has regularly
expressed its concern about the high rate of
sickness and death among the survivors.
Only 758 of the 1,418 survivors were still
alive in 1987.

The role of Canadians in the battle for
Hong Kong and the tragic conditions in the
prisoner of war camps have remained a
controversial topic for Canadian military
historians. However, there is general con-
sensus that the colony would have fallen to
the Japanese regardless of the state of the
contingent’s military training and prepared-
ness. Ukrainian Canadians who fell in the
battle for Hong Kong are buried at the Sai
Wan War Cemetery and the nearby Stanley
Military Cemetery, now both under Chinese
administration. 

Every Remembrance Day, Ukrainian
Canadians should make a special effort to
keep the memory of their sacrifice alive. 

(I would like to thank Walter
Slipchenko, the son of Ivan Slipchenko, for
his comments on a draft of this article.) 

(Continued from page 9)
Ukrainian Canadian...

UKRAINIAN NATIONAL ASSOCIATION MEMBERS !!!

Looking for a First Mortgage?
Need to refinance?
Looking for - 

Great Rates
Low Fees
Prompt Approval

CALL 1 (800) 253-9862



THE UKRAINIAN WEEKLY      SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 16, 1997 19No. 46

the temporary offices of the educational
center, also located on the Arbat.

Mr. Symonenko said no Ukrainian
churches exist in Moscow, and that the only
Ukrainian church in the region, the
Epiphany Cathedral of the Ukrainian
Orthodox Church — Kyiv Patriarchate in
Noginsk, 30 miles north of Moscow, was
recently shut down by the Russian govern-
ment. He explained that the cathedral
catered mostly to Russians because few
Ukrainians live in Noginsk.

He also said no official government-
sponsored day schools exist in Moscow, but
that the government sponsors one after-
school program for Ukrainian kids and that
there is a private Sunday school program.   

For Ukrainians in Moscow seeking
intellectual stimulation, in addition to the
recently organized Ukrainian Institute at
the Moscow Pedagogical University, there
is the Library of Russian and Ukrainian
Literature (soon to be renamed), which
was given to the Association of
Ukrainians in Russia this past July. It has
been functioning since 1987 and has a col-
lection of 30,000 Ukrainian books and
periodicals from all over the world,
according to the library’s director, Oleksii
H r y h o r o v y c h .

Mr. Hryhorovych said the library is actu-
ally an extension of a similar one estab-
lished in Moscow in the 1920s by Lenin
and shut down in 1936 by Stalin.

Meanwhile, those who want to hear
Ukrainian music can turn to the Ukrainian
Music Salon to satiate their thirst. The
salon offers classical, theatrical and pop
music in the Ukrainian language on a
monthly basis, featuring performers from
such renowned centers of music as the
Bolshoi Theater and the Tchaikovsky
Conservatory of Moscow. 

Mr. Symonenko said that although
many Ukrainians and non-Ukrainians take
part in Ukrainian cultural events, unfortu-
nately, only several hundred of the thou-
sands of Ukrainians in Moscow are active
participants in Ukrainian life. “If there is a
concert, many will show up, but when it
comes to working there are only several
hundred we can count on,” explained Mr.
S y m o n e n k o .

Shevchenko to return to St. Petersburg
St. Petersburg can not be considered

one of the centers of Ukrainian life in
Russia. The city, long known for its
artists, writers and the Hermitage, which
houses the world’s finest collection of art,
has about 200,000 Ukrainians, few of
whom are active. Many of them are the
ancestors of Ukrainian Kozaks who
worked and also died in the 17th century
to build the city.

There are no Ukrainian schools in St.
Petersburg and no churches. Zina Yolos,
a delegate to the Congress of Ukrainians
in Russia, said the two Ukrainian organi-
zations in St. Petersburg are working to
establish at least one school. “Right now
we are doing what we can to have a
Ukrainian language program.” Her
daughter, who was with her in Moscow at
the congress, spoke halting Ukrainian,
although her mother explained that she
understood the language thoroughly. She
said that most of that knowledge was a
result of visits to Ms. Yolos’ hometown
of Poltava.

The two Ukrainian organizations of St.
Petersburg, the Shevchenko Cultural-
Educational Society and the Fund for
Ukrainian Culture, are also working to
complete an ambitious project to finally
establish a monument to Taras Shevchenko
in the city where he studied and achieved
fame as an artist.

The two groups have commissioned a
bust of the Ukrainian bard from the famous
Ukrainian Canadian sculptor Leo Mol.

Ukrainians in St. Petersburg covered the
cost of the work, which was a minor prob-
lem compared with finding a place to erect
the monument. That had to be obtained
through the city government. Ms. Yolos
said the city of St. Petersburg finally gave
them a square not far from Nevsky
Prospect, the city’s main thoroughfare.
Currently the foundation for the monument
is being erected. An unveiling is scheduled
for March 1998.

Life in the hinterlands
On the other side of the Ural Mountains,

in the rich oil and gas fields of the Tiumen
region of western Siberia, life for
Ukrainians is not bad. More than 250,000
Ukrainians, many of whom spent time in
the political prisoners’ camps of western
Russia and their families, as well as others
who traveled to the region to work after oil
and gas were discovered in 1954, live in
the region today. They form the largest
minority group in the Tiumen region,
ahead of the Tatars and Bashkirs. But,
more importantly, they earn an average of
up to $500 a month in the three large
refineries located in the area, and the work
is steady.

The president of the Association of
National Cultural Autonomy of the
Hantymantsivskyi autonomous district,
Petro Yaremchuk, who arrived there in the
early 1960s from Zhytomyr as part of the
Komsomol movement that encouraged
young people to move to Siberia to work in
the oil and gas fields, said seven organiza-
tions fall under his umbrella organization,
and they are all very active.

“In the city of Surgut, we have had a
Sunday school for five years now,”
explained Mr. Yaremchuk. “More than 100
students attend every year. We have
Russians who have come to us wanting to
learn Ukrainian.”

A major project for Mr. Yaremchuk’s
organization is the establishment of a day
school in the city of Surgut, where many
Ukrainians in this region live, which
would be the first in Russia. “We are try-
ing to have the regional authorities give
us permission for one daily school that
would teach Ukrainian,” explained Mr.
Yaremchuk. 

He said a Ukrainian Cultural Center
has been established in Surgut’s Palace of
Culture through the efforts of Hanna
Lytvyn, who is assistant director of the
palace. Ms. Lytvyn is also director of the
Ukrainska Rodyna (Ukrainian Family)
Society, which established the cultural
c e n t e r .

The center has its own choir, the Zoria
Choral Ensemble of Slavic Music. The
group performed in Great Britain during
celebrations of the 50th anniversary of the
end of World War II.

But what truly binds the Ukrainian com-
munity in this region is the Ukrainian
evenings sponsored by the cultural center.
Every Tuesday, Thursday and Saturday,
Ukrainians come together at the center for
cultural events and concerts by Ukrainian
performers. Not long ago Nina Matvienko
performed, as has the Yavir Ensemble.

When there are no concerts, there are
dozens of periodicals from Ukraine as well
as videocassettes and audiocassettes, all
courtesy of the Ukrainian Consulate located
in Tiumen.

This community also has the benefit of a
priest from Ukraine who travels here during
Christmas and Easter, which is a rarity for
Ukrainian communities in Russia. Oddly,
he is a priest of the Greek-Catholic Church.
But at least he is Ukrainian. “Some people
don’t like it because most people here are
Orthodox. But they come to hear liturgy
anyway,” said Mr. Yaremchuk. As for a
Ukrainian Orthodox Church presence here,
Mr. Yaremchuk said, “we don’t hear much
from them.”

That, however, appears to be a minor
obstacle for this active Ukrainian communi-
ty to overcome.

(Continued from page 3)
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Saturday, November 22

NEW YORK: The New York Branch of
the Ukrainian American Youth Association
(SUM-A) invites its members and friends
to its traditional fall dance to be held at the
Ukrainian National Home, 140 Second
Ave., at 9 p.m. Music will be by Svitanok.
Tickets: $15, at the door. For table reserva-
tions call the Dibrova Ukrainian Club,
(212) 473-2955.

Sunday, November 23

NEW YORK: The Ukrainian Music
Institute of America, New York Branch, is
holding a 45th anniversary concert at the
Ukrainian National Home, 140 Second
Ave., at 2:30 p.m. The program will consist
of classical and popular repertoire, featuring
faculty and UMI alumni, among them:
Daria Karanowycz, Thomas Hrynkiw,
Oksana Charuk-Bodnar, Halyna Kolessa,
Alla Kutsevych, Sonia Szereg, Andriy
Dobriansky Jr., Yuri Furda, Natalka
Honcharenko, Oles Kuzyszyn and M.
Maczaj. Also appearing is the Promin vocal
ensemble, under the direction of Bohdanna
Wolansky, on the occasion of the ensem-
ble’s 25th anniversary. Admission: $10; $5,
seniors and students. There will be a buffet
reception following the concert. For addi-
tional information call (973) 498-0863.

NEWARK, N.J.: St. John the Baptist
Ukrainian Catholic School will host an
open house at the parish hall (back meet-
ing room), 719 Sanford Ave., at 11 a.m.
The kindergarten curriculum, school mis-
sion and programs will be discussed. For
addit ional  information call Sister
Chrysostom, school principal, (973) 373-
9359. 

CHICAGO: A multi-media exhibit titled
“Winter Kaleidoscope” opens at the
Ukrainian Institute of Modern Art, 2320 W.
Chicago Ave. The exhibit features paintings,
prints, fiber, sculpture, ceramics and draw-
ings. Among participating artists are: Mikola
Bagan, Ihor Bilinsky, Elena Diadenko,
Valeriy Didur, Olexander Dubovyk, Nina
Lapchuk, Wasyl Kacurovsky, Alexandra
Kochman, Alexandra Kowerko, Jaroslawa
Kuchma, Konstantyn Milonadis, Yuri
Olishkevich, Volodymyr Pavlyk, Volodymyr
Pavlevsky, Michajlo Urban and Wanda
Urban. An opening reception will be held at
noon-4 p.m. The exhibit runs through
January 4. Gallery hours: Tuesday, Thursday,
Saturday and Sunday, noon-4 p.m.

Monday, November 24

CAMBRIDGE, Mass.: The Harvard

Ukrainian Research Institute is holding a
lecture by Henry Hale, adjunct assistant
professor of international politics, Fletcher
School of Diplomacy, titled “Ukraine and
the Dissolution of the Soviet Union.” The
lecture will be held in the HURI seminar
room, 1538 Massachusetts Ave., at 4 p.m.

Friday, November 28

NEW YORK: The Ukrainian Art and
Literary Club is sponsoring an exhibit of
photographs and installations titled “The
Mysteries of Eurasia” by Kyiv artist
Oksana Chepelyk, winner of the 1996
Pierre Cardin Alta Moda Grand Prix and
currently an ArtsLink Fellow at Maryland
Art Place in Baltimore. The opening,
which will take place at 7 p.m., will fea-
ture poetry reading by Yuriy Tarnawsky
and will be followed by a wine and cheese
reception. The event will be held at the
Mayana Gallery, 136 Second Ave., fourth
floor. For more information call Slava
Gerulak, (212) 260-4490.

Sunday, November 30

CHICAGO: The Ukrainian Institute of
Modern Art presents a concert featuring
violinist Anatoliy Bazhenov. Mr.
Bazhenov will be accompanied by his
wife, pianist Naida Magomedbekova, and
their son, violinist Alexander Bazhenov.
The program includes works by Vivaldi,
Bach, Lysenko, Ravel and Sarasate. The
concert will be held at the institute, 2320
W. Chicago Ave., at 2 p.m.

Monday, December 1

CAMBRIDGE, Mass.: The Harvard
Ukrainian Research Institute is holding a
lecture by Robert S. Kravchuk, assistant
professor of political science, University of
Connecticut, titled “From Hyperinflation to
Stabilization in Ukraine, 1991-1996.” The
lecture will be held in the HURI seminar
room, 1583 Massachusetts Ave., at 4-6 p.m.

Saturday, December 6

WARREN, Mich.: The Ukrainian Cultural
Center is hosting a meeting with Dr. Myron
Kuropas, author of the recently published
book “Ukrainian-American Citadel.” The
presentation will be followed by coffee and
pastry. Among sponsors of the evening are:
the Detroit District Committee of the
Ukrainian National Association, the
Shevchenko Scientific Society, the
Association for the Advancement of
Ukrainian Culture, and the Ukrainian
Graduates of Detroit and Windsor. The
event will be held at the center, 26601 Ryan
Road, at 7 p.m. Admission: $5.

PREVIEW OF EVENTS

BUSINESS HOURS:
Tue & Fri - 12:00 noon to 7 PM • Wed & Thurs - 9:00 AM to 3:30 PM • Sat - 9:00 to 12:00 noon • Mon. - Closed

SELF RELIANCE (NEWARK, NJ)
Federal Credit Union

734 SANDFORD AVENUE, NEWARK, NJ 07106
Tel (201) 373-7839 • http://www.selfreliance.org • Fax (201) 373-8812

NEW YORK SCHOOL OF BANDURA
ARTISTIC DIRECTOR: JULIAN KYTASTY

BRANCHES: NEW YORK, YONKERS, ASTORIA, UNIONDALE

Individual and group lessons at all levels.

Parents interested in founding a branch of the NYSB 
in their area are encouraged to contact us.

Nick Czorny, administrator, (718) 658-7449
Julian Kytasty, artistic director, (212) 995-2640

25-È äÛ¥Ì¸ ìëè ¥ 10-ËÈ äÛ¥Ì¸ ìëè
Á‡ÔÓ¯Û˛Ú¸ Ì‡

‚ Ô’flÚÌËˆ˛ 28-„Ó ÎËÒÚÓÔ‡‰‡.
ê‡Ï‡‰‡ ÉÓÚÂÎ¸

ßÒÚ É‡ÌÓ‚Â, ç˛ ÑÊÂÁ¥
èÓ˜‡ÚÓÍ 9-Ú‡ „Ó‰. ‚Â˜.

É‡π ÓÍÂÒÚ‡ “íÖåèé”

á‡ ¥ÌÙÓÏ‡ˆ¥flÏË ÚÂÎÂÙÓÌÛ‚‡ÚË 
‰Ó éÎÂ„‡ äÓÎÓ‰¥fl, (201) 763-1797


