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Ukraine's energy bill
ontopofYuschenko's
agenda in Moscow
by Roman Woronowycz
Kyiv Press Bureau
K Y i v - Prime M i n i s t e r v i k t o r
Yuschenko returned from his his first
face-to-face meeting with Russia's acting
President viadimir Putin in Moscow on
January 21 convinced that efforts to
resolve outstanding issues on Ukraine's
energy bill, the future of gas and oil supplies to Ukraine, and overall trade relations between the two countries had
proved productive.
After daylong talks with President
Putin and First v i c e Prime Minister
Mikhail K a s i a n o v , Prime M i n i s t e r
Yuschenko said he was satisfied with the
results.
"There was movement on most of the
problems that we discussed during the
talks," explained Mr. Yuschenko.
Mr. Kasianov had explained earlier
that the meeting had lifted some of the
tension that had built up between the two
governments during the last several
months over the issue of what Ukraine
owes and how it is to be repaid, according to lnterfax-Ukraine.
(Continued on page 8)
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New parliamentary majority ousts Tkachenk
by Roman Woronowycz
Kyiv Press Bureau

K Y i v - in a move that has split
Ukraine's Parliament along ideological
lines and left lingering a question on the
constitutionality of its action, the newly
formed center-right democratic majority
of Ukraine's verkhovna Rada on January
21 ousted the Parliament's leadership,
including Chairman
Oleksander
Tkachenko and First v i c e - C h a i r m a n
Adam Martyniuk, after meeting in a special session at a venue b e y o n d the
verkhovna Rada building.
The 242 members of the 11 factions
that make up the majority voted unanimously (with one abstention and two not
present) to remove the verkhovna Rada
chairman for egregious violations of parliamentary procedure. They also agreed
on procedural changes that will require
normal floor votes to be o p e n , and
ordered the hammer and sickle insignia,
symbol of Ukraine's Communist past,
r e m o v e d from the facade of the
Parliament building and interior walls.
"Today we can say that we are in fact
beginning a new era in Ukraine's parliamentary p r o c e s s , " said H e n n a d i i
Udovenko, the respected ex-president of
the United Nations General Assembly
and today the leader of the Rukh 1 faction (National Rukh of Ukraine), which
is part of the recently formed majority.

Kuchma and Putin meet before C1S summit

Mr. Udovenko made the proposal that put
the issue of Mr. Tkachenko's dismissal to
a floor vote.
When he was elected in mid-1998 as a
compromise candidate after some 20
other choices had been rejected, Mr.
Tkachenko had promised to guide the
Parliament out of its paralysis and to
work with the executive branch of government. His tenure, however, has caused
increased friction and gridlock, not only
within the body but with the executive
branch as well.
The expulsion of Mr. Tkachenko from
the post of chairman, which occurred on
the last day of the winter legislative session, came after Mr. Tkachenko refused
for two days to allow a floor vote on a
motion to suspend the speaker and his
first assistant.
The moves by the majority began

when the chairman refused to accept a
successful majority initiative of January
18 that would have required all floor
votes outside of those mandated by the
Constitution to take place in open, byname polling. Mr. Tkachenko claimed
that the majority had violated procedures
in that many national deputies voted for
absent members, and others who voted
did not have the right because they had
taken positions in the government. Mr.
Tkachenko's dubious decree caused a
walkout of the 11 factions.
Members of the center-right majority,
which had stated during the announcement of its formation the week before
that a main objective would be to bring a
new leadership to the legislative body,
decided to initiate a showdown with Mr.
(Continued on page 3)

Unity Day marked for first time as official holiday
by Roman Woronowycz
Kyiv Press Bureau
K Y i v - More than eight decades after
modern Ukraine's initial, brief fling with
independence, the country officially commemorated the events of 1918 and 1919
with Unity Day celebrations in Kyiv and
throughout the country on January 22.
The celebrations were relatively quiet
and modest, and some not too successful.
But it was the first time the country officially remembered the declaration of
independence by the Ukrainian National
Republic in Kyiv on January 22, 1918,
and the union of its government with the
Lviv-based Western Ukrainian National
Republic that followed exactly a year
later.

President Leonid Kuchma declared
January 22 a permanent national holiday
last January, several days after the 80th
anniversary commemorations of the 1919
Act of Union.
For Ukraine's 24 oblast centers and the
capital of the Crimean a u t o n o m o u s
region, as well as raion (county) and
municipal administrations, this year was
the first organized attempt ever to celebrate Unity Day. The turnouts were low
and the ceremonies simple and short for
the most part, especially in the southern
and central oblasts, but that did not upset
Yurii Bohutskyi, President Kuchma's
advisor on internal politics.
Speaking to reporters on January 19,
(Continued on page 9)

ШштШШт ііж D.S. щЩ Ш White Нот Шт
by Michael Sawkiw Jr.
Ukrainian National information Service

WASHINGTON - several prominent

MOSCOW - Russia's acting President viadimir Putin (right) shakes hands with
President Leonid Kuchma of Ukraine, prior to their meeting in Moscow on January
24. Mr. Kuchma arrived in Moscow to take part in the summit of the
Commonwealth of independent States, where he voiced Ukraine's position that
the C1S should concentrate on economic matters and create a free-trade zone.

leaders of the Ukrainian American community held a telephone conference call with
Leon Fuerth, vice-President Al Gore's
national security advisor. The purpose of the
conference call was to brief members of the
community about the outcome of the
December 1999 Gore-Kuchma Binational
Committee meeting in Washington.
A similar conference call was held in
early December prior to the Gore-Kuchma
meeting; members of the community were
afforded an opportunity to relate their concerns about the current state of U.S.Ukrainian relations to U.S. government
officials.
The participants in the telephone conference included Askold S. Lozynskyj, president of the Ukrainian Congress Committee
of America (UCCA); ihor Gawdiak, presi-

dent of the Ukrainian American
Coordinating Council (UACC); Julian
Kulas, president of 1st Security Federal
Savings Bank; Orest Deychakiwsky, president of The Washington Group (TWG);
iryna Kurowyckyj, president of the
Ukrainian National Women's League of
America (UNWLA); and Michael Sawkiw
Jr., director of the Ukrainian National
information Service (UN1S).
During the conference call, Mr. Fuerth
described the issues discussed in December
between vice-President Gore and President
Leonid Kuchma of Ukraine. He reported
that president Kuchma clearly stated that
Ukraine's course of action in his next tenure
as president would be to further integrate
Ukraine into Euro-Atlantic structures. The
president said his foreign policy will maintain ties with Europe and the United States,
as well as with Russia. According to
(Continued on page 4)
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Out with the old, in with the new: Tkachenko says he is acting chair
KYiv - Oleksander Tkachenko told the
a wiser, firmer Leonid Kuchma? Kontynent
radio station on January 24 that
by Markian Bflynsky

CONCLUSION
Asked during the election campaign to
name the biggest disappointment of his first
term in office, President Leonid Kuchma
identified the verkhovna Rada's failure to
produce a pro-reform majority. At first this
seemed something of a curious response
given the disarray within an executive
branch that is de facto subordinated to the
administration (a situation that led the president on several occasions to lament that his
decrees and instructions are routinely
ignored).
However, the problem is legitimate and
arguably would form the weakest link in the
kind of system of trilateral, shared responsibility between the Rada, the government,
and the administration that President
Kuchma called for moments before Yiktor
Yuschenko's confirmation vote. Judging by
his statements, the new prime minister also
is heavily counting on this sharing of
responsibilities.
A couple of days after the vote, the leaders of the 11 parties and groups constituting
the basis of Mr. Yuschenko's success initialed an "Agreement on the Formation of a
Parliamentary Majority." its initiators hailed
this as a new phase in the development of
Ukrainian parliamentarianism. in order to
become politically meaningful, the document must now be signed by at least 226
national deputies.
This initiative is proceeding without the
support of the Rada chairman, Oleksander
Tkachenko, whose all-round credibility suffered a major blow as a result of both his
own inept presidential campaign and his
subsequent support of the Communist candidate, Petro Symonenko. Given Chairman
Tkachenko's identification with what now
constitutes the parliamentary opposition, it
is very difficult to see how he could survive
if a stable, pro-reform majority materializes.
The issue of cooperation between the
verkhovna Rada majority, the president and
the new government is supposed to be codified in an "Agreement on Cooperation and
Joint Responsibility." A draft document is
being prepared within the Parliament.
However, at a December 28,1999, press
briefing, recently appointed chief of staff
vblodymyr Lytvyn pointed out that many of
its provisions were unacceptable to the
administration because they would allegedly burden the president with a disproportionate share of responsibility. More
emphatically, meeting with the press a day
later, presidential press secretary
Oleksander Martynenko stated in a manner
that sounded a bit like back-peddling that
President Kuchma was not prepared to
compromise any of his constitutional prerogatives, adding that the president would
only be prepared to work with a parliamentary majority that acknowledged the program on which he had been re-elected.
The administration has already issued
statements casting doubt over the
verkhovna Rada's ability to form a stable
majority, its skepticism is not unfounded.
There are, after all, substantial policy differences among the deputies who voted for
Mr. Yuschenko. Moreover, Ukrainian politicians have developed an almost fetishistic
reverence for all kinds of cooperative agreements, documents and memoranda of
understanding. These are often heralded
with a solemnity that cannot disguise the
fact that they are little more than vacuous
Markian Bilynskyj is director of the
Pylyp Orlyk institute for Democracy in
Kyiv.

declarations, not legally binding, and usually observed only in the breach - if not
ignored completely.
However, this peculiarity of contemporary Ukrainian political culture aside, there
is another, more specific reason why the
cooperation efforts might flounder: while
relations with the verkhovna Rada are in
principle a priority for the administration,
including the president himself, cooperating
with the Rada in its current incarnation does
not appear to be.
President Kuchma and his administration have long harbored deep reservations
concerning the verkhovna Rada's institutional inadequacies. Some of these doubts
were expressed immediately after the
adoption of the Constitution. For example,
appearing at a joint press conference a
couple of days after its adoption, then
Chief of Staff Dmytro Tabachnyk, and the
secretary of the National Security and
Defense Council, volodymyr Horbulin,
complained that the Constitution's single
biggest defect was the failure to create a
second chamber that would, so the argument went, act as a buffer against an overtly politicized lower chamber.
During the first Kuchma term the relations between the branches of government
came to resemble, in the president's recent
depiction, "a crazy war." Judging from its
pronouncements on the topic, the administration appears to see a radical restructuring
of the Rada as the primary means for reducing tension along this principal vector of
political confrontation. Thus, while on several occasions expressing a willingness to
work with the current Rada until the next
parliamentary elections in 2002 if a reliable
majority is formed, both President Kuchma
and administration officials have nevertheless simultaneously and repeatedly stated
that a referendum about the restructuring of
the Rada is inevitable, irrespective of
whether a reform majority actually transpires.
All of this might, of course, simply be a
case of crafting a bluff more carefully in
order to make it more believable. The referendum-followed-by-elections gambit had
been used successfully by President
Kuchma to clinch passage of the constitutional agreement in 1995 and the
Constitution itself a year later. That on this
occasion the president might be intending to
go beyond cowing the Parliament into
forming a pro-reform majority might be
inferred from the four questions the referendum would address: the need for the
Constitution to be adopted through popular
referendum rather than by the verkhovna
Rada; the abolition of a national deputy's
immunity once criminal charges are made;
the creation of a bicameral Rada; and the
president's right to dismiss the Rada if it
fails to form a majority or to adopt a budget
within three months.
A strong case can be made that whole
referendum process and the implications of
its results are not unambiguous from a legal
perspective, and that the referendum cannot
therefore be used as a pretext for dismissing
the verkhovna Rada because the conditions
for its dismissal are laid out in the
Constitution itself. What the referendum
should do - given the nature of the questions proposed - is set in motion a complex
procedure for amending the Constitution, a
procedure in which the Rada plays the central role, in short, the referendum essentially
would be a consultative exercise whose outcome the Rada would be obliged to take
into consideration, but no more than that.
There were genuine fears in some quarters
during the confrontations in 1995 and 1996
(Continued on page 18)

he is "acting chairman of the verkhovna
Rada," interfax reported. Last week the
center-right, pro-presidential majority
voted to oust Mr. Tkachenko from the post
of Parliament chairman. He did not rule out
that the dismissal of the verkhovna Rada
leadership may be put on the agenda of the
session scheduled for February 1. He said
150 votes are sufficient to submit such a
motion for parliamentary consideration.
(RFE7RL Newsline)
Leftists say split is coup d'etat
KYiv - The Progressive Socialist Party
on January 24 said the parliamentary split
in Ukraine is an "unconstitutional, criminal
coup d'etat" that is being perpetrated "to
please foreign capital in order to enslave
Ukraine," interfax reported. The
Communist Party also disseminated a statement saying that "under the patronage of
President Leonid Kuchma an unconstitutional, criminal coup d'etat is taking place
in the verkhovna Rada and around it."
Socialist Party leader Oleksander Moroz
told the Kontynent radio station that the
parliamentary split is "an attempt at a coup
d'etat," adding that its goal is to install "an
authority of oligarchs" in the country. Mr.
Moroz also said the parliamentary majority
"does not realize what it is doing" and
warned the majority deputies about criminal responsibility for exceeding their constitutional powers. (RFE7RL Newsline)
Leftists appeal to Council of Europe
KYiv - Ukraine's leftist parliamentary
minority has adopted an appeal to the
Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of
Europe, urging the council "to speak in the
defense of parliamentarism in Ukraine,"
interfax reported on January 22. The
appeal wants the European body "to prevent the violation of freedom and democracy in the very center of Europe." The
appeal warns that President Leonid
Kuchma intends to establish an "unrestrained presidential authority" in Ukraine
through a constitutional referendum.
(RFE7RL Newsline)
Tkachenko deprived of perks
K Y i v - National Deputy Yaroslav
Kendzior of Rukh told interfax on January
22 that he has signed an order to deprive
verkhovna Rada Chairman Oleksander
Tkachenko of official bodyguards and a
business car, as well as to disconnect telephone lines from the chairman's office in
the parliamentary building. Mr. Kendzior

said he had the right to sign such an order
as head of a temporary commission investigating Mr. Tkachenko's activities, which
was set up at the parliamentary majority
session the previous day. Communist
leader Petro Symonenko told interfax that
similar restrictive measures have also been
taken against vice-Chairman Adam
Martyniuk, a member of the Communist
Party. (RFE7RL Newsline)
Russian cases most numerous at court
STRASBOURG - The European Court
of Human Rights said on January 24 that it
had taken up more cases from Russia last
year than from any other country, the
Associated Press reported. Of the 8,396
cases lodged with the Strasbourg-based
court, 972 were from Russia. The total
number of cases grew 40 percent over the
past year, the court said in its press release.
(RFE7RL Newsline)
Talbott: Chechen war threat to Russia
TALL1NN - Speaking in the Estonian
capital on January 24, U.S. Deputy
Secretary of State Strobe Talbott said that
"the horror unfolding fin Chechnya! is a
threat to the evolution of both Russia's
domestic order and its international role,"
Reuters reported. The American diplomat
added that "Russia is not exactly sure
where its home is - where, in its own transition from the Soviet era, it should go
next; where it should come home to."
(RFE^RL Newsline)
Talbott says Baltics are litmus test
TALL1NN - U.S. Deputy Secretary of
State Strobe Talbott's three-day visit to
Estonia on January 22-24 was focused on
the country's integration into NATO.
President Lennart Meri conferred the Cross
of Terra Marianna First Order - the highest
civilian honor - on Mr. Talbott for his work
in strengthening U.S.-Estonian relations, in
talks with Prime Minister Mart Laar, Mr.
Talbott praised the commitment to increase
defense spending to 2 percent of GDP by
2001, the government press secretary
reported. On January 24 Mr. Talbott gave a
lecture titled "A Baltic Homecoming" in
honor of the first U.S. ambassador to
Estonia, Robert Frasure, who died in a road
accident in the Balkans in 1995. Mr.
Talbott said, "The fate of the Baltic states is
...a litmus test for the fate of this entire
continent," adding that "we will (pass the
test) when ... Estonia, Latvia and Lithuania
are secure, stable, prosperous democracies
integrated" into Euro-Atlantic structures.
(RFE7RL Newsline)
(Continued on page 12)
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New parliamentary...
(Continued from page 1)
Tkachenko on his call.
Oleksander Karpov, a rising star in the
National Democratic Party, speaking at
the January 19 morning session, presented a proposal to suspend Mr. Tkachenko,
who belongs to the leftist Peasant Party,
and his first vice-chair, Mr. Martyniuk of
the Communist Party, for two days for
"systematic and gross" violations of parliamentary procedures.
When Mr. Tkachenko refused to bring
the draft resolution to a vote, the majority again walked out.
The following day, however., after Mr.
Tkachenko again ignored the same proposal and after a short recess, national deputies
from the majority stormed the chairman's
rostrum, bull horns in hand, calling on the
Parliament leader and his first assistant to
step down. The group announced that it
had collected 235 signatures demanding
Mr. Tkachenko's resignation.
After abandoning the session once
a g a i n , the d e m o c r a t i c
majority
announced later that day that: it would
meet in a formal session the next day at
the Ukrainian Home exhibition center as
a protest to Mr. Tkachenko's actions.
On January 21, while Mr. Tkachenko
led a plenary session in the verkhovna
Rada building attended by 180 leftist
national deputies of the Communist,

New specialist
named for NSC
WASHINGTON - Mark c.
Medish has been appointed special
assistant to the president and senior
director for Russian, Ukrainian and
Eurasian Affairs at the National
Security Council, according to a
January 20 White House press
release.
National Security A d v i s o r
Samuel Berger a n n o u n c e d the
appointment of Mr. Medish, who,
has been deputy assistant secretary
of the treasury for Eurasia and the
Middle East since 1997. He
r e p l a c e s Carlos P a s c u a l , who
according to sources cited by the
Eastern Economist news service, is
to b e c o m e U . S . a m b a s s a d o r to
Ukraine.
According to the White House
press release, prior to his position at
the Treasury D e p a r t m e n t , Mr.
Medish served as a senior advisor at
the U.S. Agency for international
Development and at the United
Nations Development Program.
He was an attorney in private
practice with Covington Sc Burling,
after clerking for an appellate court.
A native of W a s h i n g t o n , Mr.
Medish
graduated
from
Georgetown University with a B.S.
in economics, and received master's
and doctoral degrees in Soviet studies from Harvard University. He
also studied political theory and
moral philosophy at Oxford.
He has held faculty appointments
at Georgetown, Johns Hopkins and
H a r v a r d , and was a fellow at
G e o r g e t o w n ' s i n s t i t u t e for the
Study of Diplomacy, H a r v a r d ' s
Russian Research Center and The
Japan institute of i n t e r n a t i o n a l
Affairs in Tokyo. Mr. Medish has
published widely on Russian and
post-Soviet affairs, as well as on
international economics.
He and his wife, Sue Ekiwards,
have three young children.
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Socialist, Progressive Socialist and
Peasant factions, Mr. Udovenko of the
Rukh 1 faction and Oleksander Yemets of
the Reforms-Congress faction were proposing the resignation of the chairman at
the Ukrainian Home, where the parliamentary majority met in special session.
They charged the chairman with numerous breaches of procedure, including the
"creation of unequal opportunities in
debates, violation of ethics and norms that
involve closed plenary sessions, and disregard for decision-making procedures."
After the vote, the session agreed to
ask the Constitutional Court to give an
opinion on an amendment to the constitutional provision that gives national
deputies immunity from criminal prosecution. it also formed an ad hoc investigative committee to review the financial and organizational operations of the
Parliament's administrative apparatus
during Mr. Tkachenko's tenure.
One member of the parliamentary left,
O l e k s a n d e r M o r o z , a leader of the
Socialist Party, showed up at the
Ukrainian Home to ask the majority to
return to the verkhovna Rada building.
He told the right-center national deputies
that their actions were against procedure
and pleaded with them to stick to the
Constitution and to parliamentary rules.
He warned that "this could be the end of
the parliamentary process in Ukraine."
At a hastily called press conference
held after the vote, Mr. Tkachenko said
he would not surrender his office. He
explained that he would only obey decisions made in the verkhovna Rada session hall, in strict conformity with the
parliamentary rules and p r o c e d u r e s ,
while adding that only the head of the
Parliament has the right to convene legislative sessions. He put the blame for
the parliamentary crisis on President
Leonid Kuchma.
"it has been artificially created to fulfill the ambitions of the president and his
entourage, said Mr. Tkachenko.
Many here believe that President
Kuchma has placed a heavy hand on the
split of the verkhovna Rada, and that his
ultimate goal is to organize a Parliament
that will serve him and his agenda.
That accusation has been leveled also
by critics of the national referendum that
the president supports and is widely
believed to have initiated. The referendum asks, among other things, whether
voters favor a vote of no-confidence in
the Ukrainian Parliament and whether it
should be reduced from a 450-member
body to 300.
President Kuchma remained relatively
silent as the situation in the verkhovna
Rada deteriorated into crisis. On January
21, after the majority coalition had ousted the chairman, the president reiterated
his support for the development of a true
parliamentary majority and said the legislative paralysis in the country had to
end sooner or later.
"The lawmakers realized that under
conditions of uncertainty and irresponsibility no establishment can work, including the legislative body," said President
Kuchma.
The majority coalition moved quickly
to consolidate its actions the evening of
January 2 1 , announcing that it had taken
the reins of the Parliament's administrative apparatus. By the following day Mr.
Tkachenko and Mr. Martyniuk had been
stripped of their government-furnished
security details, automobiles and telephone lines.
Mr. Karpov, who was appointed head
of the P a r l i a m e n t ' s a d m i n i s t r a t i o n ,
announced on January 23 that he had
already uncovered irregularities in the
apparatus's workings, information that
was handed over to the ad hoc investigative committee.
The actions of the p a r l i a m e n t a r y
majority acquired some legitimacy on
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Hleb Garanich

verkhovna Rada Second vice-Chairman viktor Medvedchuk looks on as national deputies of the recently formed center-right parliamentary majority vote to
remove Chairman Oleksander Tkachenko. The special session was held at the
Ukrainian Home.
January 22 when the Ministry of Justice
ruled that the moves by the parliamentary
majority did not contravene Ukrainian
law. The Justice Department report stated
that the procedures used fell within the
parameters of the Constitution, specifі cally, Article 8 8 , and within the
Parliament's rules of procedure.
Ultimately, the legitimacy of the parliamentary majority's actions will be
decided by U k r a i n e ' s Constitutional
Court. Mr. Tkachenko has already petitioned the court to render a decision.
Both sides have also turned to the
Parliamentary Assembly of the Council
of Europe for support for their stands. A
quarterly plenary session of the PACE
began in Strasbourg, France, on January
24 and both the right-center and the left-

ist factions sent delegations to state their
respective cases.
The majority coalition says it will
present a new parliamentary leadership
after the current verkhovna Rada recess
ends on February 1. it is currently caucusing to decide on a chairman, two vicechairmen and committee chairs.
As The Weekly went to press, viktor
Medvedchuk, the current second vicechairman and leader of the Social
Democratic Party (United), and 1 van
P l i u s h c h , a former v e r k h o v n a Rada
chairman and member of the National
Democratic Party, were being considered
to lead the Parliament. Earlier the candidacies of Leonid Kravchuk, Ukraine's
first president, and Mr. Udovenko were
rejected.

Official vote-counters tally the results of the voting on the motion to remove
Oleksander Tkachenko from his post as Rada chairman.
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OB1TUARY: Katherine Baran, former officer
Patriarch Filaret officiates at Epiphany ceremony
of the Ukrainian Fraternal Association, 97
by Theodora Ttorula
CH1CAGO - Katherine Baran, longtime director, supreme auditor and honorary member of the Supreme Council of
the Ukrainian Fraternal Association, died
on December 21, 1999, in Chicago, at the
age of 97.
Family, friends and community members honored the deceased by gathering at
a panakhyda (requiem service) on
December 27 at the Muzyka Funeral
Home. Mrs. Baran's many years of dedicated fraternal activity and Ukrainian community work were recalled in eulogies
offered by Paul Konowal, UFA Supreme
Council member, and Theodora Turula,
also of the UFA.
On the following day, during funeral
services at St. Sophia Ukrainian Orthodox
Church, Mrs. Baran's granddaughter
Janice Silvestri shared one of her favorite
poems, and grandson John Frendreis read
a moving eulogy.
Born January 10, 1902, Mrs. Baran was
the daughter of hard-working pioneers.
Her father, Konstantine Tkachuk, left his
wife, Anna, with their young children in
Ukraine while he traveled to the new
world to lay the foundation of a new life
for his family.
He worked at various jobs, and in
March 1913 was able to purchase property
in Lublin, Wis. He sent for his family, and
they arrived in the United States on June 6,
KYiv - Patriarch Filaret of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church - Kyiv Patriarchate dips
1913. Katherine was 11 years old at the
a holy cross into the Dnipro River during the annual Epiphany ceremony on
time. Life for the family as homesteading
January 19, which is commemorated in Ukraine according to the Julian calendar.
farmers in northwest Wisconsin was very
difficult.
discussions between vice-President Gore
At the age of 15, Katherine moved to
and President Kuchma regarding the U.S. Chicago to live with her older sister, Tillie,
plan, along with the G-7, to provide appro- and to work full time. On October 11,
(Continued from page 1)
President Kuchma, Ukraine is ready to priate funding to close the Chornobyl 1920, Katherine married Sam Domanchuk.
nuclear
power station. Mr. Fuerth responded Together, they raised two children, Roman
work with NATO in establishing closer conby mentioning plans to hold a second pledg- and Eileen, and shared the joy of watching
tacts through the NATO-Ukraine Charter.
President Kuchma accentuated the need ing conference in late spring to raise the their many grandchildren come into the
for more rapid privatization, especially the necessary funds from various countries for world. After the death of her husband, she
remarried.
privatization of land, and the elimination of the Chornobyl sarcophagus fund.
Mr. Gawdiak inquired whether President
Mrs. Baran was always active in the
governmental and non-governmental corKuchma
made
any
specific
requests
from
Ukrainian community, sang in the church
ruption. Mr. Fuerth highlighted the domestic reforms that President Kuchma the U.S. government and if the United choir and belonged to many organizations.
described and is now prepared to pursue, States coupled its demands on Ukraine with Her achievements were many. She served
which includes a balanced budget for the any specific commitments or offers to as recording and financial secretary of the
year 2000; public administration reform, Ukraine. He also inquired whether there is a Ukrainian Women's Aid Society and as its
including a reduction of several ministries; timetable for meaningful reforms to take
a debt relief strategy; privatization initia- place. Mr. Fuerth replied that there was only
general discussion of U.S.-Ukraine relatives; and programs to combat corruption.
Since the Gore-Kuchma meeting in tions, but no specific commitments were
December, Mr. Fuerth noted that the U.S. asked for or made on the part of the U.S.
TORONTO - Canada's Ukrainian
government is pleased with the progress on government - though the next three months
community has welcomed the launch of
a number of issues, including the formation will be critical for reform in Ukraine.
a
major
new community development
Mrs. Kurowyckyj expressed concern
of a reformist government with Prime
tool, the website of the national executive
about women's issues in Ukraine and
Minister viktor Yuschenko at the helm.
of the Ukrainian Canadian Congress,
in the community leaders' discussion women's need to take flight from Ukraine
located at http:77www.ucc.ca.
with Mr. Fuerth, several important issues for economic purposes. The opportunity did
Launched on December 25, 1999, the
were raised regarding relations between not present itself for this issue to be covered
in
detail
at
the
meeting.
site is already being extensively used by
Ukraine and the United States.
members
of the community, media and
UN1S
Director
Sawkiw
questioned
Mr.
Mr. Lozynskyj asked Mr. Fuerth about
government, it consists of 10 separate
the U.S. government's commitment to Fuerth about the new U.S. program "Next
sections, one of which - "What is the
accord Ukraine permanent most-favored- Generation initiative," which is designed to
Ukrainian Canadian Congress?" - is
nation status (MFN). Mr. Deychakiwsky increase the number of exchanges from
immediately available, with another nine
Ukraine
to
the
United
States
of
high
school
accentuated that point by stating that in
to come online over the next several
terms of timing it might be appropriate to students, college and graduate students, and
months.
grant Ukraine permanent MFN status as a young civic reform-minded leaders. Mr.
gesture of the U.S. government's commit- Fuerth and his assistant, Richard Brody,
There are also two very useful links
ment in sustaining the economic reform said the program is being implemented this
sections, one to the UCC's six provincial
path indicated by the new government in year, but did not provide specifics as to the
councils and several branches, the other
Kyiv. it should be noted that Ukraine number of exchanges or funding.
to additional sources of information
receives MFN status every year, but this stain conclusion Mr. Lozynskyj focused on
about Ukraine and the Ukrainian
tus is neither permanent nor unconditional.
the need for the United States to remain
Canadian community.
Ukraine's accession to the World Trade committed to Ukraine as a strategic ally,
Commenting on the launch of this
Organization (WTO) was also discussed in noting, "You will find no better strategic
new UCC website, the chairman of the
this context. Mr. Fuerth responded by partner in that region, and for that reason
Ukrainian Canadian Civil Liberties
admitting that Ukraine need not have per- the United States should remain actively
Association, John В Gregorovich, said:
manent MFN status to attain membership in engaged in Ukraine as much as possible."
"We are delighted that Lydia
the WTO and promising that he would sub- Mr. Fuerth acknowledged that strategic
Shawarsky, the national executive direcmit further information to the community partnership and said the United States will
tor of the Ukrainian Canadian Congress,
regarding the government's position on a continue working with Ukraine as long as it
has seen this project through, and that the
permanent MFN status for Ukraine.
stays the course of democracy and economUCC has now followed the UCCLA onto
Mr. Kulas questioned Mr. Fuerth about ic reform.

Community leaders...

president for two terms. She was recognized by the Ukrainian Congress
Committee of America for her efforts to
represent Ukraine at the 1933 Chicago
World's Fair. She served as chairperson of
the Ukrainian Red Cross Unit during
World Warll.
Mrs. Baran was elected to chair the
Ukrainian Fraternal Association's annual
meetings, was elected to the UFA Supreme
Council in 1941 and was voted in 1978 as
honorary member of the UFA's Supreme
Council in recognition of her many years
of service to the organization.
Mrs. Baran's grandchildren and greatgrandchildren are fortunate that she took
the time to write down her memoirs, so
they can remember her and learn about the
life of their family. This is how she
describes herself, in her own words:
"Almost one word - work - would be
enough to describe me. І have always been
a workaholic, in my life 1 worked all kinds
of jobs: in a candy factory, in radio shops,
on assembly lines, as a transformer tester,
coil winder, as a seamstress, a salesperson
and a caretaker.
"1 was always active in the Ukrainian
community, belonged to Ukrainian
Women's Aid, and in 1937 was elected as
a recording and financial secretary of the
Ukrainian Fraternal Association, a post І
held until 1958. І enrolled over 1,000
members, attended my first convention in
1941 and was elected to the Supreme
Council. At the next convention 1 was
elected a member of the Auditing
Committee, and held that position until
1978, when 1 became an honorary member
of the Supreme Council.
"1 feel that 1 did not waste any of my
lifetime. І took care of my family, which
was my first priority in my life. І did the
best 1 knew how. My life has been very
full, and 1 accomplished a lot."
One of Mrs. Baran's favorite poems
includes the line: "1 have so many friendships and they do so much for me that 1 am
sure my life will last at least a century."
However, she said, "1 only disagree with
the last line of this essay. God forbid І
should live a century." She passed away
three years short of that milestone.

UCC launches its website
the internet. We have always believed
that there are many Canadians of
Ukrainian heritage who, while they may
not necessarily belong to any of the formal or traditional groups in our community, nevertheless wish to be informed
about the projects and issues that we are
working on, perhaps to get involved or
otherwise give support.
"As well, given the ignorance that we
have so often endured when we have
tried to explain what our positions are on
various issues, like redress, or bringing
war criminals to justice, or educating
Canadians about why there should be an
inclusive Canadian Museum of Genocide
in our nation's capital, the existence of
this site, which anyone anywhere in the
world can get to at any time, will make it
impossible for anyone to say that they
could not find out where we stand."
"This site, linked to the UCCLA's,
which
is
located
at
http:77www.infoukes.com7uccla7 will
be yet another important source for
authoritative and up-to-date information on what concerns our community
has, and what positions it is taking,"
Mr. Gregorovich added.
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DlSPATCH FROM SOYUZivKA: Resort
brings in the millennium with style
by Tanya Singura
Special to The Ukrainian Weekly
KERHONKSON, N.Y. - When asked
what comes to mind when they think of
Soyuzivka, many people will say the
summer "zabavy" on veselka patio;
some will say the no-stress feeling one
gets when driving through the gate to the
resort; and others yet will say it's the
food. But not many say New Year's Eve.
Well, maybe now they will!
Guests checked in on Friday afternoon, excited to usher in the New Year,
and a little worried what midnight might
bring. Would the Y2K bug hit
Soyuzivka? When they walked into their
rooms and found their Soyuzivka 2000
champagne glasses and bottles of wine,
their worries became a distant memory!
At 6 p.m. the Main House lobby was
brimming with excitement as cocktail
hour brought friends and family back
together again, some for the first time
since the summer. Guests attired in
tuxedos and evening dresses looked
wonderful and seemed prepared to bring
in 2000.
At 7:30 everyone made his or her
way over to the veselka hall, where,
from the appetizers to the desert, the
food was incredible. As usual, Chef
Andrij Sonevytsky and the kitchen staff
did a extraordinary job. The music of
vidlunnia began the zabava at 10 p.m.
and there was excitement in the air as it
got closer and closer to midnight. The
service bar celebrated a few minutes
early as the "Stolichnaya" millennium

countdown clock rang in the New Year a
bit sooner than midnight. At 11:59,
vidlunnia began the official countdown
and rang in the real 2000 right on time.
The celebration continued into the morning, as guests danced in the new year.
On Saturday morning many guests
headed off to ski at nearby Hunter
Mountain. Some took part in a football
game on the veselka lawn, and those
who were feeling adventurous hiked to
the nearby cliffs and waterfalls. Others
decided to sit by the beautiful fireplace
in the Main House, chatting and relaxing
with friends. The weather was perfect
for anything.
As the evening rolled in, a wine tasting began in the Main House lobby.
Then at 10 p.m. Fata Morgana got the
veselka hall dancing again as they began
the New Year's Day zabava. it sounded
as though Soyuzivka had actually gotten
Ricky Martin to sing "Living La vida
Loca."
Sunday morning brunch concluded
the weekend as many people ate quickly
hoping to beat the traffic home. As
guests handed back their room keys and
headed out, "We had a great time!
Thanks for a great weekend," was heard
over and over again! "See you in the
summer!" also seemed to be a theme as
the unofficial countdown to the
Soyuzivka summer of 2000 began.
Pictures from New Year's Eve can be
viewed on the Soyuzivka website
(www.Soyuzivka.com) in the "Photo
Gallery."

Young carolers bring holiday wishes
to the UNA's corporate headquarters

і Roma Hadzewycz

PARS1PPANY, N J . - in keeping with Ukrainian tradition, carolers visited the corporate headquarters of the Ukrainian National Association. First to bring the good
tidings of Christmas and best wishes for the new year were young members of the
local Whippany, N.J., branch of the Ukrainian American Youth Association (SUM),
who arrived at the UNA on January 19. Seen in the photo above with Assistant
Counselor Darka Mosuriak are "Sumeniata" and younger "yunatstvo" members
Mykola and vika Mosuriak, Stepan and Bohdon Woch, Pavlo and Stefan Bilanych,
Timothy Gbur and Adam Klymko. Two days later students of St. John the Baptist
Ukrainian Catholic School of Newark, N.J., paid a holiday visit to the UNA HQ (as
seen in the photo below). The group was led by Terenia Rakoczy of the Mothers'
Club and included students of the third, fourth and fifth grades, Larissa and
Roxanne Smyk, Kristina Rakoczy, Roman Kovbasniuk and Paul Hadzewycz. Both
groups sang carols and delivered traditional Ukrainian "vinshuvannia"; the St.
John's students also played "sopilky."

Frackville area children perform
at party sponsored by Branch 242
F R A C K v i L L E , Pa. - The St.
Michael У St. John's children's Christmas
party was held on December 19,1999, here
at St. Michael's Auditorium under the sponsorship of UNA Branch 242.
The children of the parishes participated
in a display of their talent, entertaining the
more than 150 guests on hand.
Entertainment included a brass and woodwind quartet, Ukrainian dancing, trumpet,
clarinet and flute and piano solos, using
sign language to sing "Silent Night," an
explanation of the Christmas icon, the story

of Christmas (presented by the preschool
and first grade catechism class), and a
"Charlie Brown Christmas."
The audience then participated in singing
some English and Ukrainian carols. Finally
St. Nicholas arrived. After questioning the
children, St. Nicholas asked them to pray to
Jesus often.
The Rev. Nestor iwasiw thanked St.
Nicholas, as well as all the children and
their parents, for the afternoon of entertainment. All then enjoyed a social, including
refreshments of pizza, cookies and soda.

Branch 161 hosts children's Christmas party

Children of Frackville take a bow after their holiday performance.

AMBR1DGE, Pa. - UNA
Branch 161 held its
annual
children's
Christmas party on
December 21, 1999. The
20 children in attendance were treated to
movies, refreshments
and a visit from Santa
Claus, who brought each
a gift and a bag filled
with treats and candy.
The event is a long-time
tradition for this branch.
The children in attendance included third- and fourth-generation UNA'ers. Special thanks were expressed
to Kathy Sadowy, Rose Platz, Judy Cunnard, Linda Dutkovich and Melissa Dutkovich
for their help. Seen above is young UNA'er Ellice Platz with Santa Claus.
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Where is Putin headed?
Just who is viadimir Putin and where will he lead the Russian Federation?
Whether he has the ability to guide the floundering but once mighty state has been
the subject of intense scrutiny in the world press since the former KGB operative
replaced Boris Yeltsin as president on the eve of the new year.
That he is wily is indisputable: torisefroma regional leader in St. Petersburg to
the top of the Kremlin in under two years takes cunning and some smarts.
But what is not known in the aftermath of his sudden and unexpected ascension to
Russia's top post is whether his plans are to lead the vast country into an autocratic
mode or to work to bring about a truly open democracy. And, most importantly for
Ukraine, does he have visions of the return of empire?
What is troubling is that many Russians indeed do long for their own Pinochet to
bring some order to everyday life in the country, which today is overrun by organized
crime syndicates and common street thugs, and beset by economic problems that are
deeper than those of Ukraine.
With his straight-laced, taskmaster's demeanor and his KGB credentials, Mr. Putin
fits the bill. Throw in the determined manner in which he has led the onslaught in
Chechnya, a conflict that Russians feel must be won lest the country lose its selfimage and international respect and it becomes easy to understand why Mr. Putin
retains so much popularity in political surveys.
However, as Russians become ever more nationalistic and increasingly long for
the empire they once held (be it Soviet or tsarist), the threat grows that the federation
may attempt to assert itself outside its present borders, and that would mean trouble
for Ukraine. Lenin years ago explained the importance of Ukraine to a strong
Moscow, when he stated that without one there cannot be the other.
That Mr. Putin, who has expressed his intention to continue with the democratization of his country and to quicken the pace of economic reforms, decided to support
Communist Gennadii Selezniov for the post of chairman of the State Duma only
shows that his democratic inclinations and declarations are questionable.
As Michael Wines said in a January 13 article in The New York Times, "an obvious answer - and one that democrats do not want to believe - is that Mr. Putin is less
bothered with ideology than with achieving his ultimate end: consolidating power."
Mr. Wines properly noted that the backroom deal that allowed Mr. Selezniov to
hold onto his position only prompts the question: of what else is Mr. Putin capable?
Russia has a long history of unscrupulous and deceitful autocratic leaders, and they
were all bad news for Ukraine.
Given that, we must note that Ukrainian authorities have raised no red flags, nor
shown any concern over the actions of the new Russian president.
in an interview with the highly respected Kyiv newspaper Zerkalo Niedieli on
January 15, Ukraine's President Leonid Kuchma said that he believed the new
Russian president wants "for Ukraine to be a real strategic partner in their understanding of this word."
Mr. Kuchma did not explain the phrase "in their understanding of this word," but
he did not warn of any threat of a return of Russian imperialism either.
However, he did assert that Russia must quit the role of big brother and build its
relationship with Ukraine on an equal basis, "if Russia pursues its own ends in relations with Ukraine and other countries of the former Soviet Union, there will be no
friendship and love," he explained.
Last week, after returning from his first meeting with President Putin, Prime
Minister viktor Yuschenko said that "today both sides - on the government and on
the presidential level - are showing their desire to make rational our relations, to
make them effective and fair and beneficial to both sides."
Those are comforting words for now, as Mr. Putin slowly reveals who he is and
for what he stands.
While continuing to build its strategic relations with Moscow, Kyiv must remain
wary of Kremlin efforts to encroach on Ukrainian sovereignty and independence in
direct relations and vis-a-vis the Commonwealth of independent States, which Mr.
Putin now heads.
Ukraine must remain on guard that the dormant Russian bear in all its imperial
ferocity may still awake from his slumber, for it will be one hungry animal and
Ukraine may still be its favorite food.

Seven years ago on January 31, The Ukrainian Weekly carried
a news story about the first 100 days of Leonid Kuchma's tenure
as prime minister. Speaking in irpin, some 30 kilometers northwest of Kyiv, Mr. Kuchma marked that milestone by reasserting
his intention to unwaveringly proceed with economic reform.
He said the development of a strong middle class is essential for such reform to succeed,
"if a middle class - the basis of any state - does not arise, Ukraine will not survive. We welcome a class of manufacturers7producers," he said, adding that this is the reason his government has adopted a lenient tax policy toward them. "We would like this class to develop as
quickly as possible," he said.
At the same time, Mr. Kuchma noted, for reform to succeed in Ukraine, the strong hand
of government is necessary. He has become convinced of this, he said, by examining worldwide experience. Thus, the prime minister continued, the next goal of the government
should be to create a vertical executive branch.
As well, in the very near future, he said during his press conference, there will be
changes in the relationship between the Cabinet of Ministers and directors of state enterprises. He pointed to the positive results in neighboring Belarus, where more than 50 directors

NEWS AND viEWS

The case of Elian Gonzalez
by Walter Bodnar
The question of whether 6-year-old
Elian Gonzalez, who was picked up off
the coast of Florida clinging to an inner
tube, should be permitted to stay in the
United States or be sent back to Cuba has
created a tug-of-war between the two
countries. Americans for Human Rights
in Ukraine (AHRU) has joined the fray
through letters to U.S. government officials and agencies, expressing the opinion that Elian Gonzalez be granted permanent asylum in the United States.
AHRU recalled similarities to the case of
14-year-old Walter Polovchak, who 19
years ago refused to return to Soviet
Ukraine with his parents and opted to
stay in this country.
The question now, as it was then, is
whether parental rights carry more
weight than the rights of children. The
immigration and Naturalization Service
has ruled that Elian be returned to his
father who lives in Cuba. (The case is
being appealed.) The opinion of a majority of people polled is that you cannot
deny a father his parental rights.
AHRU argues that there are no
parental rights in dictatorial Communist
countries, which regard children as vassals of the state, and that those who
Walter Bodnar is vice-president of
Americans for Human Rights in Ukraine.

oppose this view face dire consequences.
According to Jorg Mas of the Cuban
American National Foundation, the
Constitution of Cuba states that children
are the property of the state. Thus, the
state assumes the role of the father, and
the child must do its bidding, in other
words, the father of Elian Gonzalez is
powerless and cannot do anything without approval from the Cuban government.
AHRU, which has been working in
defense of human rights for the past 20
years, wrote 85 letters to members of all
branches of the U.S. government supporting the granting of asylum in the
U.S. for Elian. AHRU argued against
returning the boy to Cuba, stating, "We
know from recent past experience that a
Communist regime is dangerous to the
health and spirit of people under its control. This information has been very ably
researched and described by Stephane
Courtois and others in the book 'The
Black Book of Communism.' in it
Curtois states that 100 million people
were killed by planned, logical and
'politically correct' mass slaughter by
Communists."
AHRU also noted that arguments for
returning Elian to Cuba are used in antiAmerican propaganda by Castro, including appeals by Elian's two grandmothers.
(Continued on page 8)

An appeal to the Ukrainian American community
regarding the fate of the verkhovyna resort
Dear Ukrainian Americans:
At the February 27, 1999, meeting between the Ukrainian Fraternal
Association (ivan Oleksyn, Stephen Wichar, Petro Rodak, Chrystina Shablovsky,
Audrie Thomas) and representatives of the Ukrainian American Cultural
Foundation (Eugene Tataryn, Dr. Stepan Woroch, Anton and Olga Filimonchuck),
we learned that the insurance regulatory authorities in Pennsylvania, which control the operations of all insurance associations chartered in that state, insist that
the UFA sell the verkhovyna resort since the operation of a resort is not a matter
of insurance associations.
Since for the last few decades verkhovyna has been a favorite piece of Ukraine
on American soil, the loss of the resort not only would be a big loss for UFA but
also for the Ukrainian community in general. Those interested in keeping
verkhovyna in Ukrainian hands founded the Ukrainian American Cultural
Foundation. The UACF has started collecting funds for the purchase of
verkhovyna; the UACF is a non-profit operation and all donations to the UACF
are tax-deductible.
We want to organize all Ukrainians, especially UFA members, to purchase the
resort and thus to ensure its continued services for the Ukrainian community, for
us, our children and grandchildren.
The UACF is a charitable organization, and this is why we are asking people of
good will, especially members of the UFA, to help us preserve verkhovyna by
sending donations of S100 or more. Checks and money orders should be made
payable to: Ukrainian American Cultural Foundation, P.O. Box 418, Glen Spey,
NY 12737.
if all of us and members of UFA participate in this fund-raising campaign we
will succeed in creating a fund for the purchase of verkhovyna from the UFA and
retain its ownership in Ukrainian hands.
verkhovyna is a beautiful resort with a seven-acre lake and healthy climate.
There is enough space for various recreational activities, homes for the elderly or
recuperation for victims of the Chornobyl disaster.
verkhovyna can serve as a place of seminars for businessmen and training of
government officials from Ukraine.
The UACF will continue its work for the Ukrainian American community, such
as Ukrainian festivals and youth camps focused on dancing and sports,
verkhovyna will help serve the cultural needs of our community. The UACF will
be a strong defender of the good name of the Ukrainian community and Ukraine.
We have plans to develop verkhovyna. We are hoping that you will help us in
our common cause. Together we can do anything we undertake. Again, we ask
you to support the UACF with your donation. Please, do not delay. Time is running out. Send your contribution to the address listed above.
For the UACF: Eugene Tataryn, president; Anton Filimonchuck, vice-president7treasurer; Olga Filimonchuch, vice-president7secretary; Dr. Stephan Woroch,
(Continued on page 10)

(Continued on page 10)
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LETTERS TO THE ED1TOR

Yes, we should
hire a PR firm
Dear Editor:
in response to Andrea Odezynska-lhnat's
letter about the lack of media coverage of
the Famine commemoration march in New
York City, 1 agree with her when she states
that perhaps we should hire a public relations firm to obtain press coverage.
We, as Americans of Ukrainian descent,
do not have the faintest idea of how to use
the media. І have been employed by ABC,
NBC and the CBS television network and І
can tell you from first-hand experience that
it takes more than a simple press release to
generate press coverage.
Public relations professionals make it
their business each and every day to maintain contacts with newspaper and magazine
editors and television news producers. We
might think that a one-page press release
may generate a Ukrainian Famine news
story when in contrast, a public relations
firm might include still photos, a copy of a
book such as Miron Dolot's, "Execution by
Hunger" or Robert Conquest's, "Harvest of
Sorrow," and a videocassette of the film
"The Harvest of Despair" in their press kit.
We need a media watchdog that will
monitor the press and distribute information
and demand corrections. Just last week, a

FDR one of best
U.S. presidents
Dear Editor:
Myron Kuropas offered an appraisal of
Franklin D. Roosevelt (January 8) in the
same vein as numerous conservative
Republican faithful before him had done,
some of them driven by profound phobias,
in prudent contrast, the former President
Ronald Reagan, the conservative icon, usually showed a measured respect for FDR's
legacy, at least in his public utterances.
Not coincidentally, Mr. Reagan's perceptiveness goes back to his own Keynesian
economic priming and his monumental
budget deficits that tripled the national debt
and made FDR look like an apostle of fiscal
frugality. FDR's detractors routinely forget
this and paint him as a prolific spender.
Reciting the standard rote of FDR
Bashing 101 (e.g. "he was a closet socialist,
a believer in planned economy; he was
instrumental in precipitating a war; he happily turned over all of Eastern Europe to
Stalin"), Mr. Kuropas is having difficulties
in distinguishing between the real world
and ideological fantasies. As 1 recall, Stalin
did not solicit FDR's permission to drive
the victorious Red Army into the middle of
Europe.
it is worthwhile to recall of a watershed
- in FDR's memorable words during one of
his fireside chats, of "America's rendezvous
with destiny" - a defining moment of a civil
society created during his 12 years in the
White House, which the American people
since that time have been taking for granted
until the Congressional elections of 1994,
when it came under attack from the rightwing majority.
Following the 1929 stock market crash,
the calamity of the Great Depression laid
waste to the lives of millions of Americans
and destroyed their faith in the ability to
survive in a country as they knew it.
The economy had collapsed. Unlike
some countries in Western Europe, America
had no safety net. No unemployment compensation system, no Social Security pensions and no welfare entitlements.
America's socio-economic setting was still
languishing in the 19th century. The United

writer on the New York Daily News editorial board wrote an article which stated that
during World War П, Ukrainians massacred
Polish Catholics, in the December 31,1999,
issue of PEOPLE magazine (page 196),
Prince v o l o d y m y r of Kyivan R u s ' is
referred to as viadimir of Russia. Clearly an
educated and respected response is
required.
І can't tell you how many times 1 have
called and written the media to correct the
incorrect reference "the Ukraine." Why is it
that The Ukrainian Weekly is the only publication that spells Ukraine's capital city as
Kyiv while the rest of the media still spells
Kiev. What value is there if no one else
applies the new spelling that is preferred by
the government of Ukraine.
Make no mistake, setting up a organization to oversee such matters would be costly, and hiring a public relations firm to do
the work would probably be even costlier,
but it is very important. The burden cannot
be the diaspora's alone as Ukraine must
realize how crucial public information is,
especially if it envisions improving, it's
struggling economy.
Ukraine should consider promoting
itself for tourism but first it must protect
its culture, enhance its image and defend
its dignity.
Roman iwasiwka
Accord, N.Y.
States was faced either with a peaceful revolution or a violent overthrow of the capitalist system.
FDR's predecessor, Herbert Hoover, a
kind but dogmatic man, believed that
America's laissez-faire economy would
rebound by itself, without government's
interference. As the unemployment ranks
grew longer and banks collapsed like dominoes, taking the savings of ordinary people
into a black hole, he prophesized a recovery
around the corner. Hoover's mishandling of
the veterans' Bonus March on the Potomac,
which ended in bloodshed, exacerbated the
sense of crisis felt by the average citizen.
Elected by a landslide in 1932, FDR
threw ideology into the wastebasket and
committed the federal government to move
the country out of its perilous predicament.
His agenda was to try unconventional
measures and, if that did not work, he
would keep trying something different and
then some.
The result was the New Deal reforms
that brought America into the 20th century,
saved the capitalist system from its own
excesses, and infuriated the upper class.
Foremost among the reforms were federal guarantees of the safety of bank savings (the FD1C), the establishment of the
Social Security Trust Fund, unemployment compensation and welfare entitlements. The New Deal projects built highways, dams and bridges, and put food on
the table for millions, even though efficiency was sometimes sacrificed to sustain marginal job opportunities that paid
wages. But many government-funded programs were spectacular winners. Projects
and agencies like the Tennessee valley
Authority and the Rural Electrification
Administration constructed and brought
electric power and lighting to small-town
and rural America - something that private capital avoided doing because the
profits would be slim.
Most importantly, FDR changed national
despair into hope and, in so doing, earned
the undying gratitude of most of his contemporaries. He was re-elected three times,
always by landslide, and is remembered as
the greatest of all presidents since Abraham
Lincoln.
Boris Danik
North Caldwell,NJ.

Politics is not a spectator sport
When 1 was growing up in Cleveland in
the 1950s and '60s, the Ukrainian community would gather every year at Lincoln
High School on the closest Sunday to
January 22 to commemorate the 1918 declaration of Ukrainian independence.
The program was always the same, it
opened with a tenor or soprano singing
"The Star Spangled Banner" with a heavy
accent and ended with a prayer and the
Ukrainian national anthem, in between,
children would recite some poetry. A choir
sang. A lady in a long, dark gown played a
piano selection, while an assistant turned
the pages on the notes. Then a visiting dignitary or professor delivered a speech with
the obligatory recitation of the Ukrainian
Central Rada's "Fourth Universal": "From
this day forth, Ukraine is an independent,
sovereign nation, subordinate to no one."
Finally, a local politician paid tribute to
the Ukrainian American community and
pledged support for Ukraine's independence - in our case, it was usually
Congressman Michael Feighan. He was
looking for votes and Omer Miles, president of Cleveland's United Ukrainian
Organizations, made sure he got them. The
congressman had earned them. He had done
his homework and bothered to come.
The congressman knew, i'm sure, that
there were no prospects for Ukraine's independence. The Soviet Union was a nuclear
power on the march, it controlled half of
Europe, including Ukraine, and three-quarters of Asia. Ukrainian Americans knew it,
too. The iron Curtain had slammed shut,
cutting off many of Europe's great capitals
- Prague, Budapest, Warsaw, Kyiv,
Moscow, East Berlin. Getting a letter from
family in Ukraine was a minor miracle.
Still, the January 22 ritual was important
to our parents and their generation, in those
bleak years of the Cold War it was proof
that Ukraine - independent once - could
again be a country in its own right, in the
1950s and '60s, that wasn't easy to accept,
but the Ukrainian community believed and
made us, their children, believe.
Not only did they make us believe,
they made the political establishment
believe as well. Like Rep. Feighan, elected
officials in dozens of communities where
Ukrainians lived made the annual pledge on
January 22 to support Ukrainian independence. City councils passed resolutions,
mayors issued proclamations, congressmen
delivered speeches from the House and
Senate floor, the White House released a
Captive Nations Resolution.
Over time, the symbolic moved almost
seamlessly to the substantive - the plight of
Ukrainian dissidents, the Commission on
the Ukraine Famine, a sailor trying to
defect, a nuclear reactor poisoning the
atmosphere - these all became high-level
issues involving the Congress, the White
House, the State Department. Like water
dripping on a granite cliff, all the spoken
words, the resolutions, proclamations, letters, petitions did their work.
When the time came and the world
watched communism collapse under the
accumulated weight of its crimes and
incompetence, the American political establishment, with few exceptions, embraced
Ukraine's independence and moved to support the young democracy. From the perspective of hindsight, it all had a certain
inevitability to it. From a seat at Lincoln
High in the 1950s and '60s, it was more like
Don Quixote's "impossible Dream."
For all its weaknesses and shortcomings,
Ukraine is now a serious player in world

affairs. Speaking on January 19, Secretary
of State Madeleine K. Albright declared it is
in America's interest to have Ukraine succeed, and listed the country as one of four
key U.S. foreign policy priorities in 2000.
The issues for U.S. leaders today, though,
are far more complex than they were when
politicians made promises they never
thought they'd be called upon to honor.
Today the United States and Ukraine are
engaged in a growing web of economic,
military, political, cultural and other relations. Most of it is at a government-to-government level, supported by generous infusions of financial aid. This is nothing new.
The United States was very generous to
Europe after World War П and continues to
help countries like israel and Egypt, Greece
and Turkey maintain secure and peaceful
relations within their respective regions and
with the American people. Actually, the private-sector dealings these nations have with
the U.S. and other countries dwarf the assistance offered by the American taxpayer, and
the expectation is that Ukraine will someday become a stable, democratic and commercially viable member of the world community that no longer needs American aid.
A lot of that is up to Ukraine itself.
in the meantime, 1 applaud Ms. Albright
for offering to help, not only because of my
emotional ties forged at all those January 22
commemorations, but also because Ukraine
is strategically important, its independence
makes all of Europe more secure.
Now, with the 2000 presidential election
upon us, allow me put on my political hat
and urge everyone to get involved - just
like the Ukrainian community did in the
hopeless days of the 1950s, when
Communism not only looked strong, it
threatened to prevail. "We will bury you!"
Nikita Khrushchev thundered.
And many feared he just might - but not
the intrepid members of the Ukrainian
American community. Every year they
commemorated a time when the good guys
won and voiced the belief in better days
ahead. The politicians claimed to share their
naive faith that Ukraine would again be
independent, and, miracle of miracles, history justified that faith.
Americans, by and large, are not singleissue voters and those of Ukrainian heritage
are no different. They look at a variety of
issues and size up the candidate, assessing
intangible qualities like leadership and
courage. Still, most people feel strongly
about something, whether it's gun ownership, support for israel or ireland, school
prayer, Social Security or health care. A
candidate's stance on a particular issue can
strongly influence their ultimate choice.
One of my good friends calls it a "gut
issue." That's how most Ukrainian
Americans feel about Ukraine, and it's
okay, it's in America's interest. So before І
consider voting for someone for president,
i'd like him to be able to articulate a position on Ukraine that makes sense to me and
to the United States.
American politics is a hands-on, participatory process. Ukrainian immigrants
grasped this soon after they got off the boat.
That's why they made us, their children, sit
through the January 22 commemorations
and listen to Rep. Feighan and a thousand
other politicians take the pledge on
Ukrainian independence. And you know
what? it helped to change history. You gotta
believe - that's what vision's all about. You
also get to vote - that's what elections are
for. And the beautiful thing about America
is you get to participate.
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dren, and the punishment and the consequences Walter would face if he were
returned to the "tender mercies" of the
(Continued from page 6)
in the case of Walter Polovchak, Soviets. She graphically and vividly
dubbed by the media as the "littlest described the horrible fate of children in
defector," the youth, upon turning 18 in labor camps or special re-education
October 1985, applied for his U.S. citi- camps for children, and the grim reality
zenship and received it in a matter of of Soviet state institutions and orphandays. His birthday and citizenship cere- ages which were hardly any better than
monies were widely publicized by the those camps.
Although there was support from
mass media and were warmly received
by the American public. This date ended members of the U.S. Congress and a
a four-year-long legal battle to keep Mr. number of American organizations, it
Polovchak in the United States against was not enough to sway public opinion.
the wishes of his father who returned to Asylum was denied to Walter, but the
Soviet Ukraine and stated that the reason case continued due to legal appeals.
for his return to Ukraine was his dissatis- Ultimately it became moot when Walter
reached the age of 18 - the status of
faction with life in America.
in Washington celebrations of Walter's adulthood.
The majority of Ukrainian American
birthday that were sponsored by
American groups and members of the community members believed that
U.S. Congress were shown on national Walter belonged with his parents; some
ТУ. Members of AHRU also were pres- even accused him of wanting to remain
ent. During the protracted effort to keep in the United States for the American life
Walter in the United States, AHRU was of "good times and blue jeans." As a
involved in the United States congres- result, support from the community was
sional actions supporting the granting of weak, which was evident in a reluctance
asylum through letters, petitions and to sign AHRU-sponsored petitions or
donate money to cover the many legal
fund-raising for his legal defense.
Approximately Si0,000 was raised by costs of the highly visible case.
The overwhelming support and interest
AHRU and given to Julian Kulas,
Walter's attorney from Chicago. Mr. that the Gonzalez case is eliciting in the
Kulas worked on the defense of Walter Miami demonstrations in the United States
pro bono and, due to the lack of suffi- and the apparently staged rallies in
cient funds, he personally covered many Communist Cuba has been awesome in
out-of-pocket expenses. A Brooklyn law contrast to the Polovchak case of the 1980s
professor and other attorneys worked with lack of support and interest from govwith him on issues concerning the rights ernment bureaucrats or dissidents in Soviet
of children. The Polovchak case aroused Ukraine and also in the diaspora.
Even if the Gonzalez situation in Cuba
an awareness in human rights and chilpales in comparison to the horrific events
dren's rights.
A major supporter of Walter in the Communist states of the former
Polovchak was Natalia Solzhenitsyn Soviet Union and Cambodia, and in pres(Alexander's wife), who testified on his ent Red China and North Korea, human
behalf in the U.S. Congress and exposed rights and freedoms are nowhere to be
the reality of the Soviet treatment of chil- seen in repressive Communist Cuba.
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head of Naftohaz Ukrainy, said at a
Ukraine's energy bill...
January 17 press conference that the com(Continued from page 1)
in discussions with President Putin,
agreement was reached on the lifting of
export ceilings on petroleum deliveries,
which had been erected in the last part of
1999, with the stipulation that now
Ukraine will make payment for oil at the
time of delivery.
Russia-Ukraine energy relations again
moved to the top of the political agenda
after First vice Prime Minister Yulia
Tymoshenko returned from Moscow on
January 11 to state that the balance of
Ukraine's gas debt to Russia is not the
S3 80 million thought to be owed after an
agreement reached last October, but
about S2.8 billion.
Ukraine has eliminated some S750 million of its debt to Russia by handing over
to Moscow several strategic bombers,
most of which had sat idle in recent years
and were in need of some repair.
Ms. Tymoshenko's comments brought
shock and criticism from some that she
was trying to push aside certain energy
trading firms to regain a foothold for her
own firm, United Energy Systems, which
once controlled the market but has seen
its fortunes decline since the political
demise of Pavlo Lazarenko, once its
strongest backer.
Ms. Tymoshenko ostensibly traveled to
Moscow to resolve problems in an increasingly chaotic Ukrainian energy supply
market. The pronouncement she made
only increased the confusion, however.
President Leonid Kuchma, commenting on the uncertainty over the extent of
Ukraine's energy debt said that the problem was Ukraine's, and that Russia had
nothing to do with it.
"When our government members offer
differing figures for gas indebtedness, it
is our problem, not Russia's.
Nonetheless, on the eve of his trip to
Moscow, Prime Minister Yuschenko met
in Kyiv with Rem viakhirev, the head of
the giant Russian oil and gas monopoly
Gazprom, to which most of Ukraine's
remaining debt is owed.
After their meeting Mr. Yuschenko
said the two sides had agreed to restructure the remaining debt Ukraine owes the
firm. He said he would not put a figure
on the debt owed by Ukraine until a government review had been completed, but
he underscored that Ukraine would not
take responsibility for what is owed by
private commercial entities.
Mr. Yuschenko was alluding to the private Ukrainian firm Naftohaz Ukrainy,
which has run up a substantial bill with
Gazprom. While Ms. Tymoshenko accused
the Ukrainian firm of owing more than S2
billion and stealing about S10 million daily
from Russian gas pipelines that run
through Ukraine to Europe, ihor Bakai,

pany owed some S800 million and that it
has no disagreements with Gazprom.
in Moscow, Mr. Yuschenko also discussed the overall dynamics of UkraineRussia trade cooperation, which he said has
been plagued by inconsistencies in Russian
trade policy and an uneven economic playing field. Russia has choked the import of
cheap Ukrainian sugar and alcohol with
high import tariffs, while selling its own oil
and gas at prices higher than even some
Western European countries are paying.
Mr. Yuschenko announced after his
meeting with President Putin that the two
countries will begin talks immediately to
lift restrictions on bilateral trade, which
the prime ministers said are present in
every sector of trade, but especially in
the energy market.
"1 had the chance to explain that the
trade conditions for Ukraine, especially
in the energy sector, are the most severe
for any country, either in the near or far
abroad," said Mr. Yuschenko.
He said that President Putin expressed
his willingness to proceed with a proposal put forward by the Ukrainian prime
minister to do a top-to-bottom inventory
of all goods and services the two countries exchange to develop a better view of
where their economic relations stand.
The inventory must also include an
audit of what Russia owes Ukraine,
underscored Mr. Yuschenko, who noted
that Russia has an extensive debt for
facilities used to house the Russian Black
Sea Fleet in Sevastopol.
"We should settle these problems for
the good of our people," lnterfaxUkraine quoted Mr. Putin as saying.
A meeting also took place between the
Ukrainian prime minister and Anatolii
Chubais, a member of President Putin's
inner circle and head of the Russian
integrated Power Grids joint stock corporation.
After returning to Kyiv, Mr. Yuschenko
said he was most pleased that the dialogue
between the two sides in all his meetings
was open and frank.
"These were not positions of the older
and the younger ^brother), not who has
the monopoly and who needs the service.
We talked a single language, as equals,"
explained Mr. Yuschenko.
Three days later the Ukrainian prime
minister was back in Moscow with
President Kuchma to attend the OS heads
of state summit held on January 25. While
Mr. Kuchma pressed Ukraine's demand
for the OS to concentrate on economic
matters and to transform itself into a single
free-trade zone, Mr. Yuschenko attended
the heads of government meeting, where
he was elected chairman of the Council of
Heads of Government. He will complete
the term of his predecessor, valerii
Pustovoitenko, which runs to June 2000.
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Р О Д О В І Д (КИЇВ)
1. Вільям Нолл.
Трансформація
громадянського
суспільства.
Усна історія української селянської
культури 1920-30 років.
Записана 10-ма дослідниками від
старших селян (близько 450) у восьми
регіонах України.
560 с. Кол. та чУбілі фото. 25 дол.
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2. Зінаїда ТараханБереза. Святиня.
Документальна істо-рія
Тарасової Могили вКаневі.
540 с. Понад 400 кол. та чУбілих фото.
25 дол.
3. Родовід, журнал про історію культури.
5-17 числа. 120 с. Колір. 11 дол. за число.

4. Ю р і й Тарнавський. 6x0 (драматичні твори). 19 дол.
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Unity Day marked...
(Continued from page 1)
Mr. Bohutskyi said he did not expect widespread participation in the officially organized events, noting that it
should be understood that it will take time for people to
become familiar with the holiday and what it represents.
"No normative act automatically creates a tradition,"
said Mr. Bohutskyi. 'This comes with time. But it is a
beginning, and in time customs and traditions will develop."
The most extensive Unity Day observances took place
in Kyiv. President Kuchma and a delegation of government officials, including Prime Minister v i k t o r
Yuschenko, First vice Prime Ministers Yurii Yekhanurov
and Mykola Zhulynskyi, Minister of Foreign Affairs
Borys Tarasyuk, Minister of internal Affairs Yurii
Kravchenko, as well as Second vice-Chairman of the
verkhovna Rada viktor Medvedchuk, began the day
with wreath-laying c e r e m o n i e s , first at the Taras
Shevchenko monument and then at the Mykhailo
Hrushevsky monument.
Later an academic roundtable took place at the
Teacher's Building, which in 1918-1920 housed the
Central Rada of the Ukrainian National Republic. The
official celebration culminated with a gala ceremony at
the Kyiv National Opera House that evening.
There, First vice Prime Minister Zhulynskyi expanded on the theme of the day and emphasized that for
Ukrainians unity is the paramount objective. "We are
obliged by the great and tragic lessons of our history to
be in unity; in political, spiritual and social unity, in linguistic unity, and to make it the consolidating force of
the entire Ukrainian nation," stated Mr. Zhulynsky in his
keynote address to the audience, which included the new
prime minister.
The largest public commemoration in Kyiv took place
around St. Sophia Square and along vblodymyr Street,
which might be called "monument alley" for the half
dozen statutes representing notable figures from the past
1,000 years of Ukraine's history that dot the street.
Nearly 2,000 people joined hands in a "human chain"
that stretched some two kilometers from the Shevchenko
monument and passed by memorials to Hrushevsky and
Bohdan Khmelnytsky onto Mykhailivsky Square, where
statues of St. Olha and Ss. Cyril and Methodius stand.
The chain commemorated not only the 81st anniversary of the union of Ukraine's lands in 1919, but the
jubilee of an earlier, larger human link, constructed from
Lviv to Kyiv 10 years ago in which 3 million people
took part. The 1990 chain is considered one of the seminal events that consolidated the will of the Ukrainian
people for a sovereign and independent state, which culminated in independence in August 1992
This year's human chain, as was the first one, was
organized by Rukh, which in 1990 had yet to become a
political party and had not yet split into two. The 1999
human chain and a public meeting that followed on St.
S o p h i a Square were o r g a n i z e d by the s p l i n t e r
Ukrainian National Rukh Party, led by Yurii Kostenko.
However, Hennadii Udovenko's National Rukh of
Ukraine Party also participated, a sign that the two
sides are coming closer after their monumental split
nearly a year ago.
The human link-up and the meeting on St. Sophia
Square were preceded by another meeting organized by
Mr. Udovenko's National Ftukh of Ukraine, the Reform
and Order Party and the Congress of Ukrainian
Nationalists, which are currently united in a coalition.

Quotable notes
"if the president's decree (on holding a constitutional referendum) appears under circumstances of
the (current) legal chaos, this will mean that the
referendum itself will also take place in the situation of legal chaos, and this will be the beginning
of a serious political destruction EprocessJ in
Ukraine.
"... Ukraine is witnessing the application of a
formula typical of non-democratic transition societies: the will of the oligarchs is the will of the
people. This will of the oligarchs, reinforced by the
president's support for the idea of a referendum,
means that referendum's results can be predicted
beforehand."
- Ukrainian political analyst Mykola Tomenko,
commenting on the possibility of a constitutional
referendum ousting Ukraine's present legislature,
as quoted by inter fax on January 14 and cited by
RFE1RL Poland, Belarus and Ukaine Report.

Ukrainians form a human chain as they mark Unity Day in downtown Kyiv on January 22.
Representatives of the splinter Rukh, including Mr.
Kostenko, also were on hand.
That commemoration was held before the memorial
to St. vblodymyr the Great, located on a hill overlooking
the Dnipro River, where some 200 attendees took part in
a symbolic union of the political force of the three political parties. Artesian water carried by couriers from the
ancient Pochaiv Monastery in western Ukraine and from
the historic Kozak fortress of Khortytsia in the south

was combined in a antique silver chalice, from which the
three party leaders then drank.
An evening concert of choral music at the Ukrainian
Home rounded out the day's events.
in Lviv, considered by many the heart of Ukrainian
democracy, 10,000 residents took part in extensive commemorations, including a huge public meeting in the
city's Freedom Square and performances at the Lviv
Opera House.

FOR THE RECORD

Sustaining democracy in the 21st century
Following
are excerpts of Secretary of State
Madeleine K. Albright's address delivered as part of the
Rostov Lecture Series at the School of Advanced
international Studies, Johns Hopkins University, in
Washington on January 18 (as released by the Office of
the Spokesman, U.S. Department of State).
in the year ahead, the United States will be focusing
particular attention and resources on the challenges
faced by four key democracies: Colombia, Nigeria,
indonesia and Ukraine. These nations differ markedly,
but each can be a major force for stability and progress
in its region. And each is at a critical point along the
democratic path. ...
... Ukraine fisj a country that is key to building a
secure and undivided Europe, and a partner and friend
to the United States.
Since gaining independence, Ukraine has made much
progress towards a democratic society and market economy. Although a candidate for ethnic discord, it has
maintained internal peace, it has held three competitive,
albeit imperfect, presidential elections.
Most recently, President ELeonidJ Kuchma won a
clear mandate for far-reaching economic reform, and
further integration into European and global institutions.
He responded by appointing a strong reformer as prime
minister.
Like many other countries in transition, Ukraine is
threatened by economic decline, corruption and crime.
Lower living standards have undermined respect for
government and dampened public morale. Relations
between the executive and legislative branches have
been strained. Wealthy oligarchs have used their political contacts to expand their empires, and the independent press has been intimidated and harassed.
The United States has provided Ukraine almost S2
billion in assistance this decade. Our focus has been on
nuclear threat reduction and democratic institutionbuilding. And this year we plan to double our most
important exchange programs in order to help educate
and train the next generation of Ukraine's leaders.
1999 was notable for what didn't happen in Ukraine.
The economy did not melt down, and the Communists
did not come back to power. Our hope is that this year
will be memorable for positive reasons, the most important of which would be to carry out long-delayed and

much-needed structural reforms to protect Ukraine's solvency, attract foreign investment and fuel its economy.
Ukraine's transformation into a fully stable and democratic European state would assist similar transitions
throughout the former Soviet Union, it is in America's
national interest that Ukraine succeed. To this end, we
will continue to help our partner move down the path to
deeper reform, fuller freedom and sustained growth.
Of course, as you can tell from listening to me, it
takes resources to put meat on the bones of our backing
for democracy for these four key countries and worldwide, and this will require congressional and public
support.
Funding for international affairs declined substantially in the 1990s, in real terms, compared to the decade
before. We are fighting to reverse this trend.

... Ukraine fisj a country that
is key to building a secure and
undivided Europe, and a partner and friend to the United
States.
international programs are frequently dismissed as
"foreign aid," but the truth is that they aid America.
By helping to build a more stable, prosperous and
democratic world, they make our citizens more secure,
create new economic opportunities and reduce the
likelihood that our armed forces will be called into
combat.
Many Americans are surprised when 1 tell them that
the amount we allocate to the entire spectrum of foreign
affairs is only about one penny of every dollar the federal government spends. So, when 1 say we've quadrupled
something or doubled something, keep in mind, within
what? But that penny, that penny out of every dollar,
may be responsible for 50 percent of the history that is
written about our era, and makes a difference in the
lives of 100 percent of the American people.
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Conductor Adrian Bryttan to bring
youth symphony to Morristown
MORR1STOWN, N J . - Continuing to
unite some of the most difficult orchestral
showpieces with more unusual compositions, Ukrainian American Adrian Bryttan
will conduct the 90-member New Jersey
Youth Symphony at the Morristown
Community Theater at 3 p.m. on February
6, in a program that includes Richard
Strauss' "Death and Transfiguration" and
the U.S. premiere of Robert Milano's
Concertino for Piano and String Orchestra.
in their third concert this season, the
NJYS will also perform a suite from
Handel's popular "Water Music," which
was orchestrated by Hamilton Harty in the
1920s, it was this colorful arrangement that
made Handel's suite such an enormous
favorite with audiences the world over.
An orchestral tour de force, "Death and
Transfiguration" was composed by Mr.
Strauss over 100 years ago in 1889. indeed,
it is astonishing that the young 25-year-old
composer conceived and created this most
challenging work of grandeur and drama,
so brilliantly organized and scored.
Mr. Strauss was inspired by the greatest
drama of all: death, its meaning and what
lies beyond. The composer himself said the
idea came to him "to depict the hour of
death of someone who had sought the highest ideals: an artist, in fact."
The atmospheric opening portrays the
faltering heartbeat of a dying man in the
pulsating muted strings and hushed timpani. After a dramatic interplay between his
delirious imaginings and beautiful childhood memories, the majestic final pages
crown this work with an exalted "transfiguration."
One of today's leading composers,

musicians and educators, Mr. Milano of
Puerto Rico, will be honored at the concert
for his accomplishments. During his stay,
he will offer masterclasses and media interviews about his music. His compositions
are eagerly commissioned for every medium, from chamber to choral, religious and
symphonic, operas, plays and television.
His highly individualized style, evident
in the Concertino, established a Latin
American character through driving
rhythms that contrast meditative and lyrical
melodies. Mr. Milano's compositions have
been performed throughout the world,
including the United States, Canada,
France, italy, England, Austria, Mexico,
Australia and venezuela. His operas, "The
Hired Hand" and "Four Motets," were premiered at Carnegie Hall, with additional
performances at Town Hall and at the
Guggenhein.
The young award-winning pianist Luis
Rodriguez, from San Juan, Puerto Rico, is
the featured guest soloist for the Milano
performances. A graduate student with
Prof. Marisa Garcia at the Conservatory of
Music of Puerto Rico, Mr. Rodriguez has
already been a first prize-winner in numerous competitions, and has performed with
the Festival Youth Symphony during the
Casals Festival. He was invited to take part
in the international Christmas Festival in
vienna on November 1999, and in March
of this year he will perform Schumann's
piano concerto with the Conservatory
Symphony Orchestra.
For ticket information for Sunday's concert call (908) 771-5544. The Community
Theater is located at 100 South St. in
Morristown.

Pianist Luis Rodriguez (left) and composer Roberto Milano, who will be in
Morristown, N J., for a performance by the New Jersey Youth Symphony, are seen
in San Juan.

NEW RELEASE: Kazka folk ensemble's second recording
WH1TEHALL, Pa. - The Kazka Ukrainian Folk
Ensemble has released its second recording, "Timeless
Traditions."
This new release, available on CD and cassette, is a collection of regional folk songs and contemporary Ukrainian
music. Lively Lemko and Transcarpathian folk tunes sung
in regional dialect are featured alongside Ukrainian
favorites such as "Hey Zabava" and "My Gypsy Girl."
Other selections include a medley of patriotic arrangements evoking the spirit of the Ukrainian Sich Riflemen of
World War 1, as well as a musical tribute to the poetic
styling of volodymyr lvasiuk.
Kazka originates in the anthracite coal region of northeastern Pennsylvania. The vocal quartet - all second- and
third-generation Ukrainian Americans - is composed of
Paula Duda (soprano), Sandra Duda (alto), Joseph Zucofski
(tenor) and Michael Duda (baritone).
Most of the ensemble's repertoire on this recording is
arranged by Mr. Zucofski and Mr. Duda, who also accom-

Turning the pages...
(Continued from page 6)

pany the group on guitar and accordion. Special guest artist
Ron Krolick joins the group on bass guitar and concertina.
The vocalists study individually and collectively with
vocal instructor Cora Gamolin, artist-in-residence at the
Schuylkill County Art and Ethnic Center in Pottsville, Pa.
Since 1987 Kazka has been making a name for itself
throughout the eastern United States and beyond, in 1992
the ensemble traveled and performed in newly independent
Ukraine as part of a tour benefiting the Children of
Chornobyl Fund. More recently Kazka has appeared on the
nationally televised program "The Wedding Story," produced for The Learning Channel.
The group has also graced stages at Bethlehem
Musikfest, Ellis island National Park, the Ukrainian
National Association resort Soyuzivka and the Pennsylvania
State University Slavic Festival.
For more information on "Timeless Traditions" or
Kazka, contact Ms. Duda at 5023 Foxdale Drive, Whitehall,
PA 18052, or Mr. Zucofski at jwz^pottsville.infi.net.

of former all-union enterprises are replaced because they
had become used to receiving everything via the command
economy, and were not quick to learn that they themselves
must work in order to be successful.
Commenting on the possibility of assistance from the
West, Prime Minister Kuchma said he has no illusions
about the West's interests. "1 have repeatedly said the West
does not care about us. And, the possibility it will accept us
is distant from reality. We should seek feconomicj integration with all states once part of the USSR, and not just withintheClS,"hesaid.
"1 believe in the wisdom and talent of the Ukrainian people," he underlined. Furthermore, he said he will not count
on support coming from a specific group of national
deputies. He explained, "The situation in Parliament
changes so quickly that it is impossible to understand who
is your supporter and who is your opponent. ...1 will
depend on wisdom. There are always more wise people
than is apparent."
Now, seven years later, Mr. Kuchma is into his second
term as president and his new prime minister, viktor
Yuschenko, will mark his first 100 days in office at the end
of March. Economic reform still is the issue, and, once
again, the hope is that wiser heads will prevail.
Source: "Kuchma vows to forge ahead" by Borys Klymenko.
The Ukrainian Weekly, January 31,1993 (Уоі. Lx, NO. 5).

An appeal to the Ukrainian...
(Continued from page 6)

The Kazka Ukrainian Folk Ensemble: (from left) Michael Duda, Sandra Duda, Paula Duda and Joseph Zucofski.

vice-president7fund-raising; Oksana Wanchychka
Woroch, vice-president7public relations; The Rev. Nestor
Kowal, vice-president7chaplain; ihor Rakowsky, vicepresident7general counsel7by-laws; Andrew Rakowsky,
vice-president7nominating7membership;
Yuri
Blanarovich, vice-presidentAxmimunications and development; vsevolod Salenko, vice-president7finance; Oleh
Kolodiy, communications7electronic media.
For the UFA: ivan Oleksyn, president; Stephen
Wichar, v i c e - p r e s i d e n t ; Petro R o d a k , vicepresident^Canada; Chrystian Shablovsky, secretary;
Audrie Thomas, treasurer; Joseph Charyna.
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Nova Nomada performance series showcases emerging Ukrainian American art
NEW YORK - Nova Nomada, a new series showcasing New York's emerging Ukrainian American art underground, concluded its first year with a performance at
Ukraine's Consulate General in New York. The event
held on December 9, 1999, was hosted by outgoing
Consul-General Yurii Bohaievsky.
A select audience of Nova Nomada supporters listened
intently to a moving prose piece by Kristina Lucenko and
the sophisticated poetry of Christine Turczyn, two
Ukrainian American writers working in English, virlana
Tkacz read her Ukrainian translations of Japanese and
Buryat poetry, while Julian Kytasty premiered two pieces
for bandura and electronics.
The evening closed with Nova Nomada's house band,
Staroviry, who performed musical renditions of two
poems by Zynovy Berezhan. After the reception Consul
Bohaievsky asked the group to sing "Oy Hila, Hila," his
favorite song, and everyone joined in.
Nova Nomada was initiated last spring by Ms. Tkacz,
who directs the Yara Arts Group, Mr. Kytasty of the New
York School of Bandura, and Eugene Hutz, who heads
the popular downtown band Gogol Bordello. They
decided that New York needed a new type of Ukrainian
event series, geared not toward the "hromada," but the
community's nomadic offsprings.
Nova Nomada's Night N o . 1, at the Big Bar on
Seventh Street featured three premieres: "Bicycling in
Transylvania," an ethno-electronic music piece by
Staroviry; "Dirtboy 13," a storytelling performance by
Mr. Hutz; and readings of "Ukrainian-Hamerican" poetry
by Ms. Tkacz. The event packed the Big Bar and the
group had to find a new venue for its events.
The Ukrainian Sports Club offered its premises and
the series continued with Night N o . 3 - "Kupalo
Freakout," which featured Kupalo scenes from films by
Tarkovsky and Kusturica, as well as a screening of
Andrea Odezynska's short film "Dora is Dysfunctional."
Ms. Odezynska was on hand to introduce the film and
talked about her experiences filming the comedy.
Night No. 4 - "Kupalo Freakout" (Julian calendar)
was an outdoor extravaganza celebrating the pagan
Slavic midsummer night. The audience became participants in old rituals as they searched out magical
moments hidden throughout the lush Community
Garden on East Sixth Street and Avenue B. As persons
entered they were asked to write a fortune and to hang it
on the "hiltse," or fortune tree.
Then they walked past a rock formation where Katie
Takahashi recited water incantations and told fortunes,
accompanied by a sound installation of ancient Kupalo
songs electronically processed by Alex Kytasty. Freshly
picked wildflowers lay on the table at the gazebo, where
irina and Genya from Kyiv helped everyone make their
own wreaths.
Then the participants wandered throughout the garden. Nestled on benches hidden under a trellis of the
grapevines they could hear a simultaneous reading by
Tom Lee and Taras Los from Gogol's short story "St.
John's Eve" in English and Ukrainian, accompanied by
the music of Mike Andrec.
Standing in front of a video projection of Yuri
Hienko's film on Kupalo, Mr. Hutz read his original stories to the accompaniment of the bandura. The audience
was encouraged to pour buckets of water on Mr. Hutz at
the end of each story and enthusiastically did so.
in another secret corner Yara's choreographer led the
participants in a candle dance to hypnotic voice improvisations on the traditional Ukrainian song "Hold a
Candle." Tristra Newyear, Eleanor Lipat and Julian
Kytasty sang Kupalo songs in a traditional style known
as "bily holos," or white voice. The end of the evening
had everyone reading their fortunes to the light of candies floating on water.
Nova Nomada returned to the Sports Club for Night
No. 2 (somehow the numbers got out of order). The
evening featured readings by Maria Rewakowicz and
Mr. H u t z , and the debut p e r f o r m a n c e s of the
Experimental Bandura Trio. After a break in August the
new series continued with Night No. 5, which featured
Ms. Lucenko reading from her new essays, Mr. Hutz
reading excerpts from his novella and Ms. Tkacz presenting "Summer in Siberia, iv," a talk with slides by
Siberian photographer Alexander Khantaev.
Night N o . 6 featured Staroviry, who cook up a
unique brand of East European flavored ethno-electronics. The group combines the talents of Julian Kytasty
(traditional instruments, vocals), Alex Kytasty (electronics, sound design) and Mr. Hutz (vocals, percussion
and general lunacy) to serve up a spicy stew of swirling
flutes, driving beats, wailing Gypsies, howling wolves
and much, much more. For Night No. 7 Antin Trofimov
screened two music videos he recently shot with Kyiv's

The Staroviry - Alex Kytasty, Eugene Hutz and Julian Kytasty - perform at Ukraine's Consulate General in
New York during a program presented by Nova Nomada.
hit rock band Mandry and an original short film called
"Angelus."
The Mandry music videos were especially interesting
in their use of old documentary footage from the 1930s.
"Angelus" portrayed the hard physical labor the elderly inhabitants of one village in Ukraine still endure to
earn their livelihoods today. Although the reality it documents is very harsh, the short is shot in a poetic lyric
style that is the signature of the best of Ukrainian cinema.
The director, who is visiting New York for a few
months, was a student of the great Ukrainian director and
cinematographer Mr. ilienko in Kyiv.
For Night No. 8 Nova Nomada was invited uptown to
the Bohemian National Hall. Ms. Tkacz read her poetry,
while Mr. Hutz read excerpts from his novella. Then
Sayan Zhambalov performed original works written in
the Buryat shamanic tradition, while Meredith Wright
read the English translations of Sayan's work. Sayan was
joined on stage by Battuvshin and Namgar Lkhasaranova

from Uragsha. They performed traditional Buryat music
to Sayan's poetry and also did an excerpt from an ancient
epic song.
Two days later Nova Nomada presented Night No. 9
or "Music From the Opposite Ends of the Steppe: a
Buryat-Mongolian-Ukrainian Musical Dialogue." The
evening opened with Uragsha, Sayan, Battuvshin and
Namgar performing traditional music and throat singing.
Then Tristra Newyear sang her own version of a Terek
Kozak song. Afterwards Julian Kytasty performed a traditional duma on the bandura and played several pieces
with Mongolian musician Battuvshin, who joined in as a
throat singer and performed on the flute and horse-head
fiddle.
Messrs. Hutz and Kytasty teamed up for an unforgettable version of "The Wagons Arrived and Brought
Nothing," which they later repeated at the Consulate.
Then all the participants came together to sing the
"Yoxor," a traditional Buryat round dance and "O Hila,
Hila," the song the consul general would later request.

NEW RELEASE: Two new recordings of bandura music
by Adriana Shmahalo
C L O v i S , Calif. - " T h r e e C o n c e r t o s by Yuriy
Oliynyk - Ola Herasymenko, Bandura" is a CD of historic significance, since it is the first ever to feature
original music for the concert bandura and symphony
orchestra.
The CD includes three concertos for bandura and
orchestra by Yuriy Oliynyk. Ola Herasymenko Oliynyk,
the bandura virtuoso featured as a soloist in these performances, is the first professional bandurist to appear
with both American and European symphony orchest r a s . The r e c o r d i n g s w e r e done with the Lviv
Philharmonic Orchestra and Lviv virtuosos Orchestra
conducted by National Artist Prof. Yuriy Luciw and
Honored Artist Serhiy Burko.
Both M s . H e r a s y m e n k o and Mr. Oliynyk were
recently awarded honorable citations by the Ukrainian
g o v e r n m e n t in Kyiv for special c o n t r i b u t i o n to
Ukrainian culture abroad.
Concerto No. 1 became known as "American" after it
was revealed that the composer although born in
Ukraine, has spent most of his life in the United States.
The melodies do, however, retain Ukrainian character in
a neo-romantic style.
Concerto No. 2 the "Romantic " contains many subtie quotations of ancient Ukrainian melodies. The bandura is featured prominently against the orchestral texture.
Concerto No. 4, the "Trypillian," pays tribute to the
Trypillian culture that flourished in Ukraine between
6000 and 1000 BC. The major and minor tonalities, the
joyful and somber coexist in this concerto, sometimes
simultaneously.
A n o t h e r r e c o r d i n g , featuring Ola and O k s a n a
Herasymenko, is titled "On Ukrainian Christmas."
Available on cassette or CD it is a collection of both

familiar and little-known Ukrainian Christmas carols
in a new arrangement for two banduras and the velvety, cultured voices of the Herasymenko sisters. The
sound is professional, crystal clear and of the highest
quality. The banduras and voices blend into one artistic
entity, with other instruments joining in from time to
time.
There are 22 carols on the album - all Ukrainian
except the classic "Silent Night" is by Franz Gruber.
To order either the CD or cassette versions of
either recording, send a check or money order to:
Ola Oliynyk, 5253 Glancy Drive, Carmichae, CA
95608-5458. Each CD is S15 plus S2 for shipping
and handling; cassettes are S10 plus Si.50 for shipping.
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EU concerned about Chechnya
BRUSSELS - The foreign minister's
council of the European Union on January
24 expressed its concern about Russian
behavior in Chechnya, but decided not to
impose sanctions or to challenge Russia's
right to defend its territorial integrity or
fight terrorism, 1TAR-TASS reported.
German Foreign Minister Joschka Fischer
said after the meeting that "the chances of
Brussels to exert pressure on Moscow are
restricted," adding that "we must make use
of an open dialogue with the Russian leadership." (RFE7RL Newsline)
Kuchma to run for third term?
KYiv - Oleksander vblkov, a national
deputy and former aide to President Leonid
Kuchma, has suggested that Mr. Kuchma
may run for a third term as president,
interfax reported on January 24. "When
Kuchma was elected the first time, there
was no Constitution, it is the 1997
Constitution that stipulates that the president may not hold his post longer than two
terms. And the law cannot be retroactive,"
Mr. vblkov told a Kyiv weekly. Mr. vblkov
is seen by the anti-Kuchma opposition as
an "oligarch" who helped collect some 4
million signatures in support of a constitutional referendum through the Social
Protection Fund network he heads. The
Financial Times reported last week that the
U.S. government had requested that Mr.
Kuchma remove vblkov from the process
of decision-making in the presidential
entourage, but Kyiv has not confirmed this
report. (RFE7RL Newsline)

Fax: (416) 767-6839
Gazprom to reschedule Ukraine's debt
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Reconciliation in Crimean legislature?
SECRETARY
N.J. non-profit foundation seeks organized person
with proficient bilingual (EnglishAJkrainian)
communication skills. Responsibilities include
correspondence, telephones, mailings and basic
office duties. Must have working knowledge
of all Microsoft Office applications and database
management skills. Fax resume to (973) 376-4988
or call (973) 376-5140 by February 25th.

Auto technicians experienced with imported cars.
We will train the right individual.
This is a clean shop with good salary and benefits.
Must have own tools and speak the language.
Maplewood. NJ. Call (973) 762-2882

SYMFEROPOL - Ten deputies from
the Respublika caucus in the Crimean legislature on January 20 appealed to their
colleagues to resume their work in
Parliament, interfax reported. The
Respublika and Zlahoda caucuses have
blocked the continuation of the current parliamentary session since December. The
deputies said the parliamentary standoff in
Crimea has paralyzed both the legislative
and executive branches on the peninsula
and undermined their authority. Crimean
Parliament Chairman Leonid Hrach has
called for the legislature to resume working
on January 21. (RFE^RL Newsline)
Forced labor on agenda in D.C.

Пошукую людей до роботи.
Початковий заробіток S1,600 на місяць.
Знання англійської мови
не є обов'язковим.
Тел.(919)847-4494

Wood Art Co. is seeking experienced
woodworkers (craftsmen) and carpenters.

WELT 8L DAviD, Clifton, N J .
(973) 773-9800

K Y i v - Following his meeting with
Gazprom head Rem viakhirev in Kyiv on
January 20, Ukrainian Prime Minister
viktor Yuschenko said the Russian company has agreed to reschedule Ukraine's gas
debt payments, interfax reported. Mr.
Yuschenko added that Gazprom and
Ukraine will combine the country's state
and commercial debt obligations into one
package and sign a joint protocol on repayment within a month. He declined to provide a precise gas debt figure, saying only
that Gazprom estimates it to be between
Si.7 billion and S2 billion. Mr.viakhirev
refused to comment on his talks with Prime
Minister Yuschenko. (RFE7RL Newsline)

Competitive salary plus medical benefits.
Tel: (407) 668-0660 or (407)574-7796

K Y i v - The next round of talks
between Germany and the countries
demanding additional compensation payments to forced laborers who worked in
Germany during World War 11 will take
place in Washington on January 3 1 .
Ukraine, Russia, Belarus, Poland, the
Czech Republic, israel, the United States
and world Jewish organizations will participate in the talks, if the meeting is a success, each of the 600,000 forced laborers
from Ukraine will be eligible for compensation. About 280,000 of them who
(Continued on page 15)
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UKRAINIAN ENGINEERS7 SOCIETY OF AMERICA, PHILADELPHIA BRANCH
will hold its annual

WITH THE PRESENTATION OF DEBUTANTES

FEBRUARY 12, 2000
The Grand Ballroom of the Park Hyatt Philadelphia
at the Bellevue, Broad and Walnut Streets, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania

COCKTAILS
at six o'clock in the evening

PRESENTATION
OF DEBUTANTES
Andrea Maruschak

Zoriana P. Mykhailovych

Alexis Rudakewych

Huntingdon valley, PA

Philadelphia, PA

Glenside, PA

at seven o'clock in the evening

BALL
at nine o'clock in the evening

Music by the

TEMPO
Orchestra
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worked in the industrial production sector
will receive 5,000 DM each, while persons
who worked in the agricultural sector will
receive slightly less. (Eastern Economist)
Renaissance supports Ukrainian language
KYiv - The international Renaissance
Foundation on January 11 announced
three grant programs in 2000 that are
aimed at developing the national publishing and book markets. The information
Program will focus on legislative support
of publishers and local authors. The
Translation Project will finance the translation of European humanitarian and
social works into the Ukrainian language.
The Library Program will assist in the
development of the country's libraries,
which will provide Ukrainian libraries
with access to magazines, newspapers
and news bulletins in electronic format.
The establishment of regional internet
servers, which will contain updated
information from Ukrainian regions, also
is planned. (Eastern Economist)
Oil supplies to Ukraine to be renewed
K Y i v - Prime Minister v i k t o r
Yuschenko, commenting on his Moscow
visit, said that acting President viadimir
Putin had instructed in his presence that oil
supplies to Ukraine be renewed. The prime
minister also noted that fuel and energy
issues with Russia are being regulated. Mr.
Putin stated during his meeting with Mr.
Yuschenko that Russia and Ukraine have
only temporary economic problems and a
suitable solution for both countries can be
found. Mr. Yuschenko stressed that Ukraine
is a solvent country and intends to take real
steps to repay its debts. "The two countries
have no insurmountable problems in regulating Ukraine's Russian gas debt," said
President Leonid Kuchma. (Eastern
Economist)
EBRD grants Ukraine 12 billion euros
K Y i v - The European Bank for
Reconstruction and Development plans
to provide Ukraine with 1.2 billion euros
for the execution of 27 projects with different timetables of implementation, stated the head of the EBRD representative
office in Ukraine, Andrew Seton. He
added that the EBRD had previously
allocated S220 million (U.S.) for these
projects. The total funds allocated by the
E B R D as of N o v e m b e r 1999 were
S699.5 million (U.S.). About 65 percent
of these were spent on non-governmental
projects. Eighty-four percent of the total
EBRD funds in Ukraine were loans,
while the remaining 16 percent were
allocated toward direct investment, in
December 1999 the bank also approved
the decision to issue a S51.88 million
(U.S.) loan for modernization of the railroad infrastructure on the Kyiv-Lviv line.
(Eastern Economist)
1NG Barings to lead debt restructuring
KYiv - A syndicate of foreign banks
that will be authorized by Ukraine's government to negotiate the country's foreign debt restructuring will be headed by
the 1NG Barings bank. The debt in question is due for repayment this year, said
Finance Minister ihor Mitiukov. The
syndicate was formed following a tender
held by the ministry, to which five out of
10 banks responded. The Reuters news
service, citing its sources in London
banks, reported that the decision on the
restructuring of Ukraine's nearly S2 billion (U.S.) debt is to be announced by
the end of this month. Reuters noted that
the government of Ukraine is to propose
that all private creditors bearing
Ukrainian foreign loan T-bills exchange
them for Eurobonds, which will mature
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in seven to 10 years. The interest of new
Ukrainian Eurobonds has been preliminary set at 10 percent annually. 1NG
Barings is one of the largest private
Western creditors of Ukraine's govern ment. (Eastern Economist)
Flu epidemic continues in Ukraine
KYiv - Ukraine will break the flu epidemic threshold January 2 1 - 2 8 , said
Ukraine's chief medical doctor, Olha
Bobyliova. The Odesa, Zaporizhia,
Dnipropetrovsk, vinnytsia, Kirovohrad
and Chernihiv oblasts have broken the
threshold, she added. Last week 28,462
people infected with the flu were registered in Kyiv. The first death as the result
of the flu was registered on January 18 in
Odesa. in a related development, Kyiv
mayor, Oleksander Omelchenko, signed an
order closing schools in the capital beginning on January 22 due to the flu epidemic. Regular school sessions will resume
when the situation stabilizes. (Eastern
Economist)
Kuchma dismisses committee heads
K Y i v - President Leonid Kuchma
signed decrees for the dismissal of
valentyna Dovzhenko as chair of the
Committee for Family and Youth,
Mykhailo Kaskevych as chair of the
Committee for Consumer Rights
Protection, Oleksander vblkov as chair of
the Committee for Physical Education
and Sport, and valerii Tsybukh as chair of
the State Committee for Tourism. The
dismissals took place due to the liquidation of mentioned committees. (Eastern
Economist)
President appoints new ministers
K Y i v - President Leonid Kuchma
signed a decree appointing Mykhailo
Hladii as vice prime minister, ivan
Kyrylenko as minister for agrarian policy,
and vitalii Moskalenko as minister of
health care. Mr. Kuchma also appointed
Oleksandra Kuzhel as chair of the State
Committee for Regulation Policy and
Entrepreneurship, vasyl Durdynets as
minister of emergency situations and
Chornobyl, and Petro Kaban as chair of
the State Committee for Standardization,
Measurements and Certification. (Eastern
Economist)
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Carpathian Ski Club elects officers,
schedules sports events for 2000
by Andrew Hadzewycz
EAST H A N O v E R , N.J. - The
Carpathian Ski Club (known by its
Ukrainian-based acronym KLK) held its
annual elections here at the Ramada inn in
East Hanover.
The nominating committee's slate was
unanimously accepted with the following
results: Erko Palydowycz, president; Peter
Kurylas, vice-president; vicky Kupchynsky
and George "Kuba" Kupchynsky, executive
directors; vera Popel, secretary; Natalie
Kachala, treasurer; Andrei Kachala, membership coordinator; Andrew Hadzewycz,
public relations; Roman Rondiak, chairman
of nominating committee; Orest Fedash, skiing coordinator; Juri Kobziar, golf coordinator; and George Popel, tennis coordinator.
KLK is currently scheduling a series of
sports events for 2000. Among them are:
e
the Annual KLK Ski Races at Ski

Windham on March 11 with a banquet at
Hunter Mountain;
9
a golf tournament in the Windham,
N.Y, area to be held June 3-4;
9
a tennis tournament at Soyuzivka (date
to be announced); and
9
a swim meet at Soyuzivka (date to be
announced).
Readers are advised to visit the website
located at http:77www.klk.lviv.ua for further
information, including KLK membership
applications and a schedule of events.
in 1999 the Carpathian Ski Club celebrated its 75th anniversary with ski races on
March 6 at Ski Windham and a celebratory
gathering at Soyuzivka on September 18
that featured a tennis tournament and a banquet.
KLK was founded in Ukraine in 1924
and then transported to Europe and the
United States where it grew and flourished;
it was re-established in Ukraine in 1989.

We regret to inform family and friends
that on Saturday, January 22, 2000, our most beloved aunt and cousin

Maria "Mushka" Pidhorodecky
nee Steciuk
longtime owner of "Orchidia" Restaurant in NYC
entered into God's Kingdom.
Panachyda was held on Friday, January 28, 2000
at 7:30 p.m. in Peter Jarema Funeral Home,
129 E 7th Street in New York City.
Friends could also visit on Friday from 2 p.m. to 5 p.m.
Funeral Services were held on Saturday, January 29, 2000,
at 9:30 a.m. in St. George's Ukrainian Catholic Church,
E 7th Street, NYC. interment followed
at St. Andrew's Cemetery, South Bound Brook, N.J.

Chechen info center set up in Odesa
ODESA - U k r a i n e ' s first Chechen
information center was set up in Odesa. it
will function under the Rukh oblast
organization. The organization's head,
viktor Tsymbaliuk, said information on
events in Chechnya is insufficient. The
center's goal is to provide objective information to the Ukrainian public. (Eastern
Economist)
Armenian foreign minister in Kyiv
K Y i v - Armenia's Foreign Affairs
Minister vartan Oskanian and his
Ukrainian counterpart, Borys Tarasyuk,
signed six agreements on railway transportation, pharmaceuticals, tourism, culture and education in Kyiv on December
24, 1999, reported the Associated Press.
Ukraine also agreed to let Armenia use its
Black Sea port of ilyichevsk for shipping.
Ukrainian presidential spokesman
Oleksander Martynenko said Mr.
Oskanian urged President Leonid
Kuchma "to help Armenia integrate into
Europe." (RFE7RL Newsline)
Ukraine wins but fails to advance
KYiv - Ukraine beat Slovakia 3-1 at
the World Junior Hockey Championship
January 2 in Sweden. However, it still
failed to proceed to the next round of the
competition, in the semi-finals, the
United States team faced the Czech
Republic, and Russia played Canada.
(Eastern Economist)

Nephew:
Niece:
Cousins:

Nieces-in-law:

George Steciuk with wife Katherine and sons Peter,
Mark with wife Ronda
Lydia Dumanska in Ukraine
Уегу Rev. Petro Steciuk in Toronto, Canada, with family;
Larissa Muzyczka and husband Jaroslav;
Andrew Zwarun with wife Judy and children.
Areta Pidhorodecki with husband Zenon and children,
Oksana LaPonte with husband Phil and children,
Lydia Sawkiw with husband Oleh,
Stefa Charczenko.
Additional family in U.S., Canada and Ukraine.
in lieu of flowers, donations can be made to:
St. Sophia Fund in Rome
Orphanages in Ukraine

DEATH ANNOUNCEMENTS
to be published in The Ukrainian Weekly - in the Ukrainian
or English language - are accepted by mail, courier, fax, phone or e-mail.
Deadline: Tuesday noon before the newspaper's date of issue.
(The Weekly goes to press early Friday mornings.)
Rate: S7.50 per column-inch.
information should be addressed to the attention of the Advertising Department
and sent to: The Ukrainian Weekly, 2200 Route 10, P.O. Box 280 (NB: please
do not include post office box if sending via courier), Parsippany, N.J. 07054;
fax, (973) 644-9510; telephone, (973) 292-9800, ext. 3040;
e-mail, staffsukrweekly.com.
Please include the daytime phone number of a contact person.
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Leading World
Tour Operator
to Ukraine

scope tRaoeL toe
1605 Springfield Ave, Maplewood NJ 07040

973 378-8998 or 800 242-7267 or FAx 973 378-7903
httpMwww.scopetravel.com

info^scopetravel.com

MILLENNIUM ESCORTED TOURS

Marijka Stadnycka Helbig

HUTSULKA

LVIV EXPRESS

via LOT Polish Airlines
from NEWARK or СНІСAGO
17 DAY All-inclusive Escorted First Class Tour
from S2275

via LOT Polish Airlines
from NEWARK or СШСAGO
17 DAY A1R ONLY to Lviv (2 days in Krakow)
fromS1190

The most popular of tour itineraries: fly into Kyiv, take a sleeper train to Lviv and continue by deluxe
touring coach: Kyiv (4) Lviv (3) Yaremche (1) Chernivtsi (2) Lviv (3) and Krakow (2) plus Rohatyn,
ivano Frankivsk, Kolomyja, Zarvanytsia, Krekhiv and Przemysl Departures: May through
Sep^^^^

Enjoy your trip and leave EvERYTHlNG to us. Fly with us from Newark to Lviv, stay with family 14
days and return to Newark on a non stop flight from Krakow after spending 2 wonderful days there.
Escort, Ukrainian visa, medical insurance and Krakow stay included Departures: May through Sep

СНАІКА

DNIPRO CRUISES

via LOT Polish Airlines
from NEWARK or CH1CAGO
24 DAY All-inclusive Bus Tour -H Dnipro Cruise
from S3400

WS Marshall Rybalko
12 day KyivZOdesa and
10 day OdesaTKyiv itineraries
fromS999 Main Deck twin rate

The most comprehensive of tours, combines an 11 day Dnipro Cruise from Kyiv to Odesa, from there
by overnight train to Lviv to join our HUTSULKA group. Together you continue through Bukovyna,
the Carpathian Mountains to Krakow (see above) Only two departures: Jun 29tn andAug 10th

itinerary: Kyiv, Kaniv, Kremenchuk, Kherson, Sevastopol and Odesa. German-built 240 passenger
riverboat, fully airconditioned, with restaurants, bars, daily entertainment, specialty cuisine and offshore
exc. 15-day Kyiv70desa RT cruises available aboard MS Gen. Yatutin Departures: May through Sep

ЛЕМКІВСЬКА ВАТРА

ПРОЩА до ЗАРВАНИЦІ

Ukrainian Folklore Music Festival in ZDYN1A
via LOT Polish AirlinesfromNEWARK or CHICAGO

via LOT Polish AirlinesfromNEWARK or CHICAGO
14 DAY All-inclusive Escorted Tour
S1990 twin
Jul 16 - 29, 2000

July 13 - 29, 2000 All-inclusive 17 day Tour
July 20 - 29, 2000 All-inclusive Poland portion

S2275 tw
Si690 tw

Escort: Marijka Duplak

Escort: Christine Kowcz

A Millennium sensation!! World's largest Ukrainian Folklore Music Festival. Kyiv (3) Lviv (3)
Beskydy (1) Krynycia (4) Krakow (3)plus Przemysl, Sanok, Tylawa, Zyndranowa, Zdynia, Svydnyk

Рішенням Синоду Єпископів Києво Галицької Митрополії, святкування двотисячиліття Різдва
Христового відбудуться в Зарваниці. Прогулька включає Київ (3) Тернопіль (5) Лвів ( 6 ) ^ ^ ^

LOURDES -1-

WINE TASTING Si

Paris and Aurillac
via Sabena AirlinesfromNEWARK or CHICAGO
11 DAY All-inclusive Escorted Tour
May 21 - 31,2000
S1690 twin

Castles o f Loire УаІІеу
via Sabena AirlinesfromNEWARK or CHICAGO
10 DAY All-inclusive Escorted Tour
S1990 twin
Oct 12 - 21,2000
FRANCE

Fly into Paris (4) where highlights include the Notre Dame Cathedral, Eiffel Tower, versailles and a
cruise on the Seine River. Continue by touring coach to Aurilllac (2), an exquisite 16th c town. A most
picturesque ride takes you to Lourdes (3) in the high Pyrennes, world's most popular Catholic
Pilgrimage destination. You may prepay this tour for your friends7family from U k r a i n e . ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^

Paris (3) Blois (2) Tours (2) Bordeaux (4) plus castles in Blois, Chambord, Cheverny, Chenonceaux
and wineries of Mont Louis, Youvray, Chinon, Bordeaux, Mouton Rothshild, Laflte, Margaux, St.
Estephe, St. Emilion and Pomperol. Explore the Loire valley in its golden autumn splendor. Enjoy the
elegant towns and fabulous French restaurants. Prepay this tour for your friends7relatives from Ukraine.

MILLENNIUM YOUTH TOUR
via Czech Airlines
from NEWARK
S2750
from CHICAGO
32900
17 DAY All-inclusive Escorted Bus Sc Cruise Tour
Jul30-Augl5,2000
italy: Rome, Florence, venice then CRU1SE to Greece, by bus to Olympia, Tolon and Athens, then join
the Greek island A Turkey CRU1SE to Rhodes, Mikonos, 8c Kusadasi. Під патронатом Братства
Молоді св. Бориса і Гліба (св. Володимира і Ольги у Чікаґо)^Spiritual
Guide: Rev. Myron Panchuk

MED1TERRANNEAN Cruise
aboard the Pacific Princess "Love Boat"
via Czech Airlines from NEWARK
to Rome return from istanbul
14 DAY Deluxe Cruise and Air package
Nov 25 - Dec 8, 2000
from S3490
italy: Sorrento, Naples, Capri, Pompei Egypt: Alexandria, Cairo, Pyramids, Port Said, Suez Canal
Holy Land: Nazareth, Galilee, Jerusalem, Haifa, Ashbod, Tel Aviv, Greece: Athens, Piraeus and
Turkey: Kusadasi, Ephesus, istanbul Millennium dream come true! Perfect climate and no crowds!

BERCHTESGADEN GYMNAZ1A

Загін "ЧЕРВОНА КАЛИНА"
прогулька в Україну з нагоди
святкувань 75-літнього Ювілею
via Czech Airlines from Newark
15 DAY All inclusive S2300

R E U N I O N TOURS
via Northwest Airlines from Newark
17 DAY All inclusive
S2600
12 DAY All inclusive
S2200
Apr 27 - May 13, 2000
Organized to commemorate the 50th anniversary of the Berchtesgaden Gymnazia Class of '49. The
lovely itinerary starts in Lviv (3) for Ukrainian Easter, continues by your own deluxe touring coach to
Krakow (2) via Przemysl, vienna (2) Salzburg, Berchtesgaden (4) innsbruck, through spectacular
Alps to Mittenwald (2) Garmisch, Oberammergau, Wies and Munich (2)
Escort: Omelan Helbig

1949-99

ТІ A ACT
ПластоваОаршина

Aug 20 - Sep 3,2000
Be in Kyiv (4) for the Celebration Festivities of Ukraine's independence Day, then proceed by deluxe
coach via Pochajiv to Lviv (6) Makivka, Stryj. Plenty of free time to visit family and friends. Rejoin
your touring coach for the remainder of a wonderful itinerary to Krakow (2) Przemysl then across the
Western Beskyd Mountains to Prague (2) Guaranteed d e p a r t u r e ^ E s c o r t : ivan L u c h e c h k o ^ ^ ^

"ЛЕТОМ СКОБА"
Старшо пластунська прогулька)

VII WFUMA MEDICAL CONGRESS

via Finnairfrom New York
19 DAY All inclusive 53000

in LVIV, UKRAINE

Jun

10 - 28, 2000

Spectacular escorted, guided itinerary: deluxe touring coach from Paris (4) versailles, Strasbourg (1)
Schafhausen, Lucerne (2) Bern, Zermatt (2) (the most ecologically clean Alpine village, reachable only
by funicular) through the majestic Dolomites of Tyrol to the beautiful shores of italy's Lake Garda (1)
Уегопа, Уепісе (2) Florence, Rome (4) Naples, Sorrento and Capri. Helsinki (2) "zum schluss" -ттшт ^

Aug 13 - 18, 2000
via Lot, Northwest or Lufthansa
Depart any gateway in USA or Canada (rates quoted are from NYC)
Tour A

Lviv

Tour В

Lviv, Yalta, Kyiv

A u g 10-18,2000

T o u r C ^ L v i v , Kyiv

L a n d O n l y package

tw

S900

All inclusive 17 days

tw

S3200

All inclusive 17 days

tw

S2800

2000 Brochure will be mailed ONLY upon request!
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Yonkers veterans host
g a l a celebration of Y2K
WESTCHESTER, N.Y. - There was
that tower in Paris, that ferris wheel in
London, some kind of party in New
York's Times Square and other attractions
that received some media attention on
New Year's Eve.
But only a select group of 300 revelers
had the opportunity to witness t h e
Ukrainian American v e t e r a n s ' ball
descend at the Ukrainian Youth Center in
Yonkers, N.Y. As the band led the countdown, a fiery silver ball descended and at
the stroke of midnight lit up a giant
"2000" bedecked in gold and filled with
bright fiery red lights.
The New Year's Eve gala was organized by members of UAv Post 301. The
committee, headed by Steve Rudyk, spent
months preparing for this event. As this
was the first major event organized by
Post 301, which was formed in the spring
of 1999, all aspects were thoroughly
planned and executed with military precision.
The objective was to do all that was
necessary to ensure that guests always
remembered where they were and who
they were with as they greeted the year
2000. No detail was overlooked, as Post
Commander Taras Szczur rallied the
troops to work with the committee. And
like the good soldiers that they were, the
veterans did the job correctly the first
time.
An innovation not previously experienced at other Ukrainian social events was
a separate "gala" for children age 5-12,
which proved to be exceptionally popular.
Each child was greeted with a New Year's
Eve hat and noisemakers, as well as a loot
bag filled with candy, small games and
other treasures. T h e children partied
downstairs at first, but eventually came up
to join the older crowd.
A rich buffet consisting of various hot
and cold entrees, salads, appetizers and
breads was available all evening. At 1:30
a.m. of the New Year, several brightly
decorated cakes ablaze with sparkers were
wheeled out, and then served along with
cookies and coffee.
Two bars managed by veterans Nick
Skirka, John Tkachuk and Theodore
Kocur kept the spirits flowing all night.

Festive spirits appeared at each table minutes before midnight, as each group
appointed a trusted and qualified representative to pop its bottle of champagne.
The hall was decorated in unique year
2000 paraphernalia hanging from the
walls and ceiling. Tables were decorated
with matching centerpieces, helium balloons, confetti and the mandatory hats,
tiaras and n o i s e m a k e r s . Olia Rudyk
picked out the decorations and was helped
by Andrea Warycha and Tracy Evans in
setting them up.
To create a permanent record of this
special evening the vets provided each
table with a disposable camera. Each
guest received an official "1 survived
Y2K" certificate. Many used the reverse
side of the certificates to jot down the
names of the people with whom they had
spent this once-in-a-lifetime evening.
The kitchen under the command of Mr.
Szczur was hard at work several days
before New Year's Eve. in addition to a
full complement of workers, Mr. Szczur
was helped by volunteers Nancy
Zakotiria, Sophia Scarpelli and Emily
Scarpelli.
The kitchen staff, waiters and waitresses did a super job in helping make the
evening a success. To show their appreciation, the vets arranged for "Popravyny" on
Saturday (January 1) evening. Joining a
small group of UAv members with their
families, these workers helped polish off
some of the leftovers - and, yes, some of
those spirits as well. Mr. Rudyk got to
deliver part of the speech he was fortunate
enough to avoid on New Year's Eve.
All the workers - most of them recent
arrivals from Ukraine - were thanked for
all their hard work. The senior worker,
one of the group's great cooks, Natalka
Hreshko, said a few well-thought-out
words on behalf of these new potential citizens of the "Fourth Wave" and then proceeded to entertain everyone by reading
some of her moving poetry.
The evening was rounded out with a
round of spontaneous singing of
Ukrainian folk songs to the accordion
accompaniment of Wasyl Sivilsky. it was
a fitting ending to a truly special New
Year's Eve.
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DENTAL CENTER
Smiles
Unlimited
Emil T. Kesler. D.D.S. valentina M. Kesler. D.D.S.
Most insurance plans accepted. Open 9 AM - 8 PM, Mon.-Sat.
We speak Ukrainian, Polish, Russian, Slovak, Hungarian and English
PA1NLESS GENTLE DENT1STRY:
cosmetic fillings, crowns, bridges, dentures, teeth whitening, immediate emergency care

(908)722-5511
60 South Main St., Manville, NJ 08835 (across from "Fleet" Bank)

ATTENTION
T h e Northern N e w Jersey District of the Ukrainian National Association
is holding a collection of used, clean clothing a n d footware in g o o d condition.
T h e y will b e distributed to the needy in Ukraine.
T h e g o o d s should b e sentfbrought to the U N A H o m e Office, 2 n d Floor,
2 2 0 0 Rt. 10, P.O. Box 2 8 0 , Parsippany, N J 0 7 0 5 4
For more information contact:
A n d r e w - (973) 2 9 2 - 9 8 0 0 , ext. 3 0 5 5 ; Marijka - (973) 2 9 2 - 9 8 0 0 , e x t 3 0 4 0 .
Eugene Oscislawski, District Chairman
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Hours of Operation:
Thursday - 9:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.
Friday - 2:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m.
Saturday - 9:00 a.m. - x:oo p.m.
SELF REL1ANCE N E W Y O R K F.C.U.

І

Main Office: 108 Second Avenue New York, NY 10003
Tel: 212 473-7310 Fax: 212 473-3251 E-mail: SRNYFCU(gaol.com
Branches:
23 Main Street Kerhonkson, NY 12446 Tel: 914 626-2938 Fax: 914 626-8636
226 Uniondale Avenue Uniondale, NY11553 Tel: 516 565-2393 Fax:516 565-2097 y

Coztxizuf Soojxf

is pleased to announce that

ASWgfA

MIKHAIL GUSMAN, M D
internal Medicine
has joined their practice at

ВЯАЖК

32-01 31st Avenue, Astoria, NY 11106

l Outside New York City call toll free: 1-888-SELFREL or 1-888-735-3735.
For rates and up to the minute developments, visit our website at
www.slefrelianceny.org

6360 Rt. 209
Kerhonkson, New York
(Next to Candlelight inn Restaurant)

УКРАЇНСЬКА Ф Е Д Е Р А Л Ь Н А К Р Е Д И Т О В А
СПІЛКА В РОЧЕСТЕРІ НЙ

New Patients Welcome

office Hours: MONDAY-FRIDAY 9 am - 5 pm
(914) 626-7119

ЗМОЖЕ ПОЛАГОДИТИ

PACKAGES то UKRAINE

as low as S .49 per Lb
DNIPRO CO

NEWARK, NJ PHILADELPHIA CL1FT0N,NJ
698SanfordAve
Tel. 973-373-8783

565 Clifton Ave
Tel. 973-916-1543

1801 CottmanAve
Tel. 215-728-6040
available
^JPick up service

ВСІ ВАШІ ФІНАНСОВІ СПРАВИ

ТЕЛЕФОНУЙТЕ АБО ЗАЙДІТЬ Д О НАС
ЗА ІНФОРМАЦІЯМИ ПРО НОВІ ТИПИ П О З И К
CALL OR STOP 1N AND ASK ABOUT
OUR LOW 1NTEREST RATE LOANS
ROCHESTER UKRAINIAN
F E D E R A L C R E D 1 T UNLON
824 R1DGE ROAD EAST - ROCHESTER NY 14621
TEL: (716) 544-9518
FAx: (716) 338-2980
www.rufcu.org.
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Out with the old...

(Continued from page 2)
that the president would use the Rada's persistently low popularity (relative to his) as a
pretext for acting in a pre-emptory manner.
And, with democracy having undergone
some stern trials and taken on peculiar
in other parts of the former USSR,
forms
БІЛОРУСІЮ. РОСІЮ, П О Л Ь Щ У . ЕСТОНІЮ. ЛАТВІЮ. ЛИТВУ. СЛОВАКІЮ
these fears have not been dispelled.
The fact that President Kuchma and his
КОРАБЛЕМ ЛІТАКОМ Д О Л Я РИ ЕЛЕКТРОНІКА
circle began publicly making the case for a
referendum even before the presidential
campaign was over reveals the depth of the
іуіін-jlO фунтів
мін. 10 фунтів
22Q В
administration's conviction on this matter.
Citizens' initiative groups also began to be
^ J g p P H C K O P E M ДОСТАВА ЛІТАКОВИХ ПАКУНКІВ
organized (most conspicuously by deputies
ши^т^
^щ0 Західної України
close to the president) at that time, and by
тільки у Н А С ! ВІДПРАВКА
the end of December 1999, 281 had been
ВСІ Х А Р Ч І З
in order to collect the 3 million
registered
О ММШШШ
АМЕРИКАНСЬКИХ КОМЕРЦІЙНИХ
signatures required for initiating the referenКРАМНИЦЬ
ВАНТАЖІВ
dum.
fifafp?^
з ТЕивГкТп о н о м Є ШИРОКИЙ ВИБІР ПАКУНКІВ від M8RO J248 Moreover, following his re-election,
^ ^ S E N P PACKAGES TOUS THROUGH UPS 'CALL FOR UPS LABELST 1-800-9-6kSANA presidential spokesmen have increasingly
couched the issues in terms of a "popularly
elected" president being unable to proceed
with his "mandate" because of a recalcitrant
Parliament - a situation often described as
Full Financial Services
"impermissible." These arguments are contentious. But this does not mean that they
for our Ukrainian C o m m u n i t y
do not strike a note with a politically wearied public that, according to almost every
lllinois - Jersey City - l n d i a n a
poll on the issue, declares itself overwhelmingly in favor of democracy, yet simultaneously, and in almost equal proportions,
yearns for a firm hand.
it is not clear at present where events will
lead. The only thing that can be stated confidently is that the administration has harbored a long-term simmering discontent
Українська Федеральна
with the verkhovna Rada's form and preSELFREL1ANCE
Кооперативна Каса
rogatives and has invested a lot of credibiliUkrainian
Federal
ty in publicly and unequivocally voicing its
"САМОПОМІЧ"
Credit Union
determination to act. indeed, some forces
within the administration, or close to it, perMain Location: 2351 W. Chicago Ave. Chicago, lL 60622
haps buoyed by their patron's electoral success,
still appear to harbor misconceptions
Tel (773) 489-0520 Toll Free: (888) 222-UKR1 (8571)
regarding the nature of representative
Link to Chicagoland's Ukrainian Community: www.selfreliance.com
democracy and the separation of powers even as defined by Ukrainian law.
They leave a distinct impression of impatience, even irritation, over its essentially
untidy nature compared to the enforced
orderliness of Soviet democratic centralism
and apparently fail to appreciate that collectively the Rada, as the highest representative body, is no less an expression of the
popular will than the president.
As some commentators have argued,
resorting to a referendum with all the uncertainties this entails is equivalent - in the current Ukrainian context - to wielding an
unproven weapon. But perhaps the very
uncertainty that this entails could, as precedent suggests, once again produce an outcome more or less to the president's liking,
it is not beyond the bounds of possibility
that a pro-reform (though not necessarily
pro-Kuchma) majority within the Rada and under a new leadership - could adopt
some of the changes the administration
would like to introduce through the referendum of its own volition - including preterm elections.
indeed, if the president does pursue the
referendum option, this would be one of the
few ways of reconciling his very recent
statement that he had no intention of dissolving the Yerkhovna Rada and that any-

OKSANA
1NTERNAT10NAL
i i i i n,ast mizabetn Ave. ґґ^f^o^ о ^ л г ІХ^ЧЛ т
Linden, New Jersey 07036 KySjQ) У ^ Г ) - Ц 11 І

ЦІ Л - І ІСІІ

В

УКРАІОУІ

w^l

Ш 1 ОГо
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invitation

to all Ukrainians
and others!

Pray the rosary that

the Blessed virgin Mary,
Mother of God,

would protect you
from the Devil

one who thought he was going to do so
should undergo a psychiatric examination.
Some politicians and analysts who
believe that events in Russia to a large extent
presage developments in Ukraine believe
that the outcome of the recent Russian parliamentary elections, which returned a
potentially pro-government Duma, corroborates the view that President Kuchma's reelection shows that Ukrainian society, too,
has broken decisively with the past and that
pre-term parliamentary elections should be
held to take advantage of an opportunity to
elect a more progressive, coherent Rada.
This argument could prove particularly
appealing to some of the newer, potentially
influential parties that feel they could ride
into the Rada on the coat-tails of the president's perceived popularity, it could appeal
as well as to that non-left majority of the 90
officially registered Ukrainian political parties that, imbued with a sense of almost
providential mission, attribute their failure
to gain any representation - or their underrepresentation - in the Rada to an electorate
previously insufficiently sophisticated to
appreciate their message (rather than the
possibility that their message might be
intrinsically unappealing or is, correctly,
perceived to be simply a vehicle for personal ambitions.)
And what of the new government? A
Yuschenko premiership could become an
expression of and catalyst for much of what
can be constructive - even decent - in
Ukrainian politics. Whether this pragmatic
ideologue can translate intent into effective
government will depend not only on the
goodwill and support of the Rada but also
on the government's ability to fashion a
cooperative relationship with the legislature
on its terms rather than the administration's.
This is a difficult but urgent task because
the well-defined fault lines in the Ukrainian
political system will undoubtedly begin to
be stressed again during the 100 day period
Prime Minister Yuschenko identified in his
appearance before the Rada as the timeframe for the adoption and implementation
of "indispensable measures" - beginning
with the introduction of an unprecedented
surplus-creating budget that promises to cut
deeply into much-cherished tax exemptions
and subsidies.
immediately after the election Mr.
Tabachnyk, one of the architects of
President Kuchma's victory, declared that
President Kuchma would move decisively
because he was aware that what he now did
would determine his place in history, if this
is indeed the case, then perhaps the "new"
President Kuchma will allow the government - representing as it does a younger
generation, currently a very fashionable and
appealing designation in this part of the
world - to produce the kinds of results by
which he would like to be remembered.
This would mean contributing to the creation of an environment conducive to cooperation.
A renewed confrontation between the
administration and the verkhovna Rada
cannot but impact the relationship between
the government and the Parliament, and
again lead to the tediously familiar and
detrimental over-politicization of the policy
process that has been the bane of Ukrainian
political life to date - something Ukraine
can no longer afford.
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YEVSHAN - ЄВШАН
World's Largest Ukrainian Book 8c Music Catalogue
For your free copy today, please call

ihorKonrad
1851 Berwyn St.

1-800-265-9858

Philadelphia, PA 19115

Music - Books - videos - Gift items - Travel Guides
Stationary - Computer Supplies and much more!

(215) 676-2367

www.yevshan.com
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Н а й б і л ь ш а в світі у к р а ї н с ь к а в и с и л к о в а ф і р м а
Висилаємо в У к р а ї н у , к р а ї н и СНД та Східної Європи
ІЗ н а г о д и

ПО р о к і в з а с н у в а н н я в е л и к а з н и ж к а

на товари та

И ПЕРЕСИЛКА ДОЛЯРІВ

ftt ПАКУНКИ

ГАРАНТОВАНО
КОНФІДЕНЦІЙНО
Щоручаємо доляри
особисто в руки

послуги

НАЙШВИДША ДОСТАВА

НАДІЙНИЙ СЕРВІС

Всі довідки за тел: 1 - 8 0 0 - 3 6 1 - 7 3 4 5

Безкоштовно відбираємо почщ
Із хати за посередництвом UPS

1Q0 Амс^и uffiifccx 4w
,4Д^...„ - „ „ ^ 4 f c

?о сіїаго- at с
Wt НОВИЙ КАТАЛОГ НА ТОВАРИ І ТЕХНІКУ

ftt ПРОДУКТОВІ ПАЧКИ
Ш ВЕЛИКИЙ ВИБІР

Ф НАЙНИЖЧІ ЦІНИ
Ф ВЕЛИКИЙ ВИБІР

m ЯКІСНІ ПРОДУКТИ

За безкоштовним каталогом телефонуйте: 1-800-361-7345

Найнижчі ціни, найкращий сервіс тільки у фірмі кМІСТ))
Щохвилинний комп'ютерний
контроль за виконанням
Вашого замовлення!

На к о ж н е замовлення даєм
письмове п і д т в е р д ж е н н я
від о т р и м у в а ч а

РЕГІОНАЛЬНІ ПРЕДСТАВНИКИ ФІРМИ вМІСТк У ПІВНІЧНІЙ АМЕРИЦІ
MEEST Corporation inc.
97 Six Point Rd.
Toronto, ON M8Z 2ХЗ
Tel.: (416) 236-2032
1 (800) 361-7345

MEEST - AMERICA
8 1 7 Pennsylvania Ave.
Linden, NJ 07036
Tel.: (908) 925-5525
1 (800) 288-9949

MEEST-KARPATY

MEEST-CAL1FORN1A

MEEST-ALBERTA

2236 W . Chicago Ave,

500 E. Harvard Str.

10834 97 Street,

Chicago, 1L 60622

Glendale, CA 91205

Edmonton, A B T 5 H 2 M 3

Tel.: (773) 489-9225

Tel.: (818) 547-4910

Tel.: (403) 424-1777

1 (800) 527-7289

1 (800) 518-5558

Для крсіщор обслуги клієнтів м а є м о п о н а д 2 5 0 агентів у Північній А м е р и ц і .
За а г е н т о м у В а ш і й місцевості телефонуйте б е з к о ш т о в н о : 1 - 8 0 0 - 3 6 1 - 7 3 4 5
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Самопоміч У A

Federal
Credit
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Кредитова
Спілка

Tuesday, February 1
NEW YORK: "Painted Prayers," an
exhibit of large-scale contemporary icons
by Christina Saj, will be on view February
1-25. The opening reception is on
Thursday, February 3, at 5-8 p.m. at the
James Chapel, Union Theological
Seminary, 3041 Broadway at 121st Street.
The public is invited for meditations and
readings that inspired the icons on
Tuesday, February 8, at noon. For information call (212) 280-1522.

SECOND MORTGAGE
When you need
Extra Money
for something important!

Saturday, February 5

NEW YORK: The Embroidery Course at
The Ukrainian Museum is an eight-session
course, which opens February 5 and runs
on Saturdays through April 1. Beginners
can learn the rudiments of embroidery, and
those proficient in the craft can expand
their skills. Students start with basic crossTSST Competitive Rates A Quick Approvals (if qualified)
stitch and advance to little-known complicated stitches, as well as intricate cut-work
techniques.
The course is taught by
dOSu і Kpegumiena - Яка чудова СПІЛКА
embroidery expert Lubow Wolynetz, who
OFFlCE HOURS: TueftFri -12:00 Noon to 7:00 PM - Wed l Thurs - 9:00 AM to 3:30 PM' Sat - 9:00 to 12:00 Noon ' Mon. -Closed І
also explores the history, evolution of
Шіііаіп Office: Tel (973) 373-7839 - Branch Office: Tel (973) 451-0200 - virtual Office: selfreliance.org styles, techniques, colors, threads and fab' J 734 Sandford Ave., Newark, NJ 07106
2200 Route 10, Parsippany, NJ 07054
World Wide Web - WWW.
rics used in traditional Ukrainian embroidery. Open to adults and children over age
10. Time: 1-3:30 p.m. Fee: S60, adults;
S50, students over 16 and seniors; S30,
children age 10-16. Museum members
receive 15 percent discount. Reservations
ADVERTISING RATES FOR THE UKRAINIAN WEEKLY
required. The museum is located at 203
(Published in English on Sundays)
Second Ave. For information call (212)
228-0110; fax (212) 228-1947; or e-mail
УA Pg
УA Pg
ALL ADVERTISEMENTS MUST BE RECEIVED
UkrMus^aol.com.

The smart way to use your home equity! l

1

ONE WEEK PRlOR TO PUBLlCATlON: FR1DAY NOON.

Sunday, February 6

Th" Х 2c
S165.00

All general advertising: 1 inch, single column ^ „ „ „ „ „

„S12.00

Fraternal and community advertising: 1 inch, single column .

„ S 7.50

FOUR-PAGE CENTERFOLD PULLOUT ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^

7e Pg

74 P.

pg

Quantity discounts:

„ S12.00 per incWSc
„ „
20o7o discount
^ ^ . 2507o discount
-^^.
30o7o discount

NOTE:
1. A 50o7o deposit must accompany the text of the advertisement.
2. All advertising correspondence should be directed to: Mrs. Maria Oscislawski, Advertising Manager,
2200 Route 10, P.O. Box 280, Parsippany, NJ 07054; Tel.: (973) 292-9800 (ext. 3040); Fax: (973) 644-9510
3. Kindly make checks payable to The Ukrainian Weekly.
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DANBURY, Conn.: "Songs of Love and
Faith," a benefit concert by the Yevshan
Ukrainian Choral Ensemble, Alex Kuzma,
musical director, will feature Ukrainian
liturgical, classical and folk music. The
program begins at 2 p.m. at the ives
Concert Hall at Western Connecticut State
University, White Street in Danbury.
Proceeds to benefit the Holy Trinity
Church Building Fund. Advance tickets:
S20, adults; S8, children or students; S25
and S10 at the door. Call (203) 748-0671
or (203) 407-0261 for further details.

7 p.m. at Moore's Opera House at the
University of Houston (take 1-45 to Cullen
exit, U. of H. entrance No. 16). The concert is free and open to the public. For
information and directions call (713) 6450843.
Sunday, February 13
NEWARK, N J.: The public is invited to
a concert at St. John's Ukrainian Catholic
Church at 1 p.m. This concert is dedicated
to the memory of Daria Hordynsky
Karanowycz. Performers: Olexandra
Hrabova, soprano; Olha Stashchyshyn,
alto; Oleh Chmyr, baritone; Roman
Cymbala, tenor; volodymyr vynnytsky
and Laryssa Krupa, pianists. For further
information please call St. John's Rectory,
(973)371-1356.
Tuesdays, February 15,22 and 29
TORONTO: St. viadimir institute is
offering a three-part workshop on
"Gerdany - Beadwork Ukrainian Style."
in this series Maria Rypan provides
instruction on basic beadwork techniques
for making fashionable necklaces, chokers
and bracelets. Classes will be held at the
institute, 620 Spadina Ave., at 7 p.m. Fee:
S15 session7S40 for entire series. To registercall (416) 923-3318.
Sunday, March 5
FORT LAUDERDALE, Fla.: The
Ukrainian Dancers of Miami inc., present
a whirlwind afternoon of dance and song
in "A Ukrainian Montage," their eighth
annual concert, featuring the Ukrainian
Dancers of Miami, Trio Maksymowich
and acclaimed
bandurist Yarko
Antonevych. The concert begins at 2 p.m.
in the Amaturo Theater at the Broward
Center for the Performing Arts, 201 SW
Fifth Ave. Admission is 315; for tickets
call the AutoNation Box Office, (954)
462-0222. For more information call
Donna Maksymowich-Waskiewicz, (954)
434-9753, or visit the website
http:77www.UkrainianDancersMiami.org7.
ONGOING

NEW YORK: The Ukrainian Museum is
currently showing the exhibition "The
Monday, February 7
Cultural Legacy of vasyl Hryhorovych
CAMBR1DGE, Mass.: The Harvard Krychevsky." The exhibit, on view
through
March 12, features paintings and
Ukrainian Research institute presents the
inaugural Zenovia Sochor Parry Memorial drawings of one of Ukraine's outstanding
of the 20th century, an
public
figures
Lecture to be delivered by Ashton B.
Carter, Ford Foundation Professor of architect, artist, scholar and educator, and
Science and international Affairs, John F. offers visitors the unique opportunity to
Kennedy School of Government, on the become acquainted with one aspect of
topic "Ukraine and U.S. Foreign Policy." Krychevsky's creative heritage. A bilinThe lecture is at 4-6 p.m. in the Thompson gual, illustrated exhibition catalogue is
Room, Barker Center. Contact Lubomyr available at the gift shop for S5; add Si.75
for shipping for mail orders. Museum
Hajda, (617) 495-4053, for details.
hours: Wednesday through Sunday, 1-5
p.m. The museum is located at 203 Second
Friday, February 11
Ave. For information call (212) 228-0110;
HOUSTON: The Spivayemo Men's fax (212) 228-1947; or e-mail
Chorale and the Eastern Christian Choral UkrMus (g) aol .com.
Society from Houston's institute for
Eastern Orthodox Studies (Ukrainian BLOOMF1ELD, N.J.: "Surviving
Orthodox Church - Kyiv Patriarchate), Symbols," an exhibition of paintings by
with Bishop Makarios conducting, will Gloria Rodgriguez and Christina Saj
sing an a capella concert marking the 15th which explores the assimilation of tradianniversary of the death of Metropolitan tional imagery and compositions with conHryhorij and featuring 20th century Slavic temporary techniques, is on display
composers. The Panakhyda Requiem by through February 19 at Westminster
Pavel Chesnokov, the Liturgy of the Gallery, Bloomfield College, Fremont
Catechumen by Yuri Slastion and the Street off Franklin Avenue. For more
Liturgy of the Faithful by Yaroslav information and directions call (973)-748Yatsynevych will be sung in Ukrainian at 9000, ext. 279.
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REMINDER REGARDING REQUIREMENTS:

ADDRESS: „ „ ^ „ ^

PHONE (optional):.

Q UNA member subscription price - S40.007yr.
UNA Branch number ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^
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^

-

.

Q Non-member subscription price - S50.007yr.

Effective September 1, there is a S10 charge per submission for listings in
Preview of Events. The listing plus payment must be received no later than
one week before the desired date of publication. There is also the option of
prepayment for a series of listings.
Listings of no more than 100 words (written in Preview format) plus payment should be sent to: Preview of Events, The Ukrainian Weekly, 2200
Route 10, P.O. Box 280, Parsippany, NJ 07054. information sent by fax
should include a copy of a check, in the amount of S10 per listing, made out
to The Ukrainian Weekly. The Weekly's fax number is (973) 644-9510.

