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by Irene Jarosewich

SHORT HILLS, N.J. – “Though 14 years
have passed since Chornobyl, it is not in the
past, it is with us – it is in the data,” stated
Dr. Olesya Hulchiy, professor in the department of health at the Medical University of
Kyiv and a member of a delegation from
Ukraine that included the head of the
National Council for Women, Dr. Iryna
Holubiova, who is also the vice-chairman of
the State Committee for Youth Affairs, Sports
and Tourism, and Roksolana Ivanchenko, a
representative from the Department of
International Organizations at the Ministry
of Foreign Affairs.
The delegation was in New York the week
of March 3 for preparatory meetings at the
United Nations for the international women’s
conference, “Beijing Plus Five,” to be held in
Helsinki during July. At the invitation of the
Children of Chornobyl Relief Fund, the delegation spoke before members of the
Ukrainian American community on March 10
at the home of Dr. Zenon and Nadia
Matkiwsky, members of the foundation’s
board of directors.
In her presentation, Dr. Hulchiy spoke at
length about the distressing health statistics
in Ukraine. She stated that the causes for
health problems are numerous, including
environmental, economic and personal
lifestyle choices. Yet, as the 14th anniversary
of Chornobyl approaches, she explained that
the effect of Chornobyl is evident in the
reproductive health statistics, and more
specifically, in the statistics tracking
endocrine health.
According to Dr. Hulchiy, reproductive
health is particularly vulnerable to the effects
of the environment, especially the long-term
aftermath of radiation fallout. According to
several recently completed studies done
under the auspices of the World Health
Organization, only 6 percent of newborns are
born healthy in Ukraine. Almost one in three
infants is born with congenital abnormalities.
In a country where almost all women have
children before the age of 30, approximately
half of all pregnant women are ill – almost
half of those with anemia, 36 percent with
endocrine disorders and 12 percent with
pelvic inflammatory disease. In 1993, 75 percent of all deliveries were normal, in 1998
the number fell to 25 percent. In particular
Ukraine’s youth has been particularly hard
hit: approximately 700,000 adolescents have
been diagnosed as suffering from chronic illnesses. In the areas most affected by
Chornobyl fallout, between 10 and 12 percent
of 3-year-olds suffer from some type of
endocrine disorder. Dr. Hulchiy predicts that
three generations will suffer from the effects
of radiation in Ukraine.
Currently there is a demographic imbal(Continued on page 6)
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Kyiv Press Bureau

KYIV — Exceeding even the most optimistic expectations, Ukrainians voted in
large numbers and resoundingly supported all
four questions put to them in a national referendum on April 16. More than 80 percent of
voters answered in the affirmative to each of
the proposals placed before them.
The strong public support for the proposals will put Ukraine’s lawmakers in the awkward position of having to amend the
Constitution of Ukraine to broadly restructure their Parliament and extend to the president the right to dismiss the legislature
should it fail to perform specific required
functions.
Although pre-election day surveys had
indicated that at least one of the questions, on
the creation of a bicameral Parliament, could
suffer defeat, a whopping 82 percent
expressed their support for such a change to
the Constitution. The other three proposals
received even greater support.
Fully 90 percent of voters said they want
the number of national deputies to the
Verkhovna Rada reduced from the current
450 to 300, while another 89 percent said
they supported limits on lawmakers’ immunity from prosecution.
The vote also indicated that Ukrainians are
willing to give the president increased pow-

$1/$2 in Ukraine

right to dismiss the Verkhovna Rada if it
could not develop a parliamentary majority
within three months or approve a national
budget within a month.
While all the regions of Ukraine decisively supported the four proposals, the west, as
it had done in the presidential elections,
again showed near unanimity in its choices.
(For a breakdown of voting by regions see
chart on page 3.)
Three western oblasts, Zakarpattia, IvanoFrankivsk and Ternopil, supported three of
the four proposals by more than 95 percent
each. Even on the most controversial question, whether Ukraine needs a bicameral
Parliament, more than 90 percent of these
voters said “yes.”
The numbers in the east, although still
solidly in support of the four proposals, were
far lower. At the bottom of the list of the 25
oblasts and administrative regions of Ukraine
was the city of Sevastopol in Crimea, as well
as the oblasts of Zaporizhia, Kherson and
Poltava. But even in these oblasts at least 60
percent of voters voiced approval for each of
the four proposals.
On the morning after the vote, while
national deputies were busy explaining the
complexity and perhaps even the impossibili(Continued on page 10)

Brzezinski honored for championing Ukrainian cause
by Yaro Bihun

Special to The Ukrainian Weekly

WASHINGTON – Zbigniew K.
Brzezinski, one of America’s leading political
scientists and strategists, was awarded an
honorary doctor of laws degree from the
Ukrainian Free University for championing
Ukraine’s cause for more than 40 years, as
well as for his scholarly endeavors and efforts
in behalf of human rights, world peace and
prosperity.
The presentation by the Munich-based
institution took place April 13, during a special ceremony at the Embassy of Ukraine in
Washington.
Accepting the scroll and hood from UFU
Rector Leonid Rudnytzky, Dr. Brzezinski
recounted the important role the Ukrainian
Free University and the diaspora played in
preserving Ukraine’s national consciousness
and Western identity through the years of
Soviet rule, and he called on the new leadership of Ukraine to assert its historic place
within Europe and Western civilization.
“For if Ukraine is to be a successful state –
if it is to be a successful state, because in all
frankness we cannot yet say it is a successful
state – it has to be part of the Western community, because then it is part of something
that reflects its own inner spirit and identity; it

Yaro Bihun

Dr. Zbigniew K. Brzezinski speaks after
receiving honorary doctor of laws degree
from the Ukrainian Free University.

is true to itself,” Dr. Brzezinski said.
He stressed that Ukraine is “part of Europe
and Western civilization.” He added, “It is not
a Eurasian state; it is not part of some strange,
often politically exploited, Slavic idea. It is a
(Continued on page 4)
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Ukrainians support giving
president more powers
by Askold Krushelnycky
RFE/RL Newsline

Electoral commission results released
on April 17 showed that Ukrainians gave
overwhelming backing to President
Leonid Kuchma’s proposals in a referendum.
Nearly 29 million people – about 80
percent of those eligible to vote – took
part in the referendum.
Between 80 and 90 percent of respondents voted the way President Kuchma
hoped they would on the four referendum
issues.
Voters supported giving the president
increased powers to dissolve the
Parliament; to lower the number of
national deputies from 450 to 300; to

The Council of Europe and other international bodies did not send observers,
and some accusations of vote-rigging
have surfaced. The Central Election
Commission said it is investigating, and
added that any violations were few in
number.
But Parliament has such a poor reputation among many Ukrainians, who regard
most of its members as corrupt and
incompetent, that an outcome against
Parliament was almost a certainty.
Indeed, the questions that gained the
highest popular approval were for reducing the number of deputies and stripping
them of their immunity from prosecution.
But although Mr. Kuchma has convincingly won the first battle – to hold the referendum and secure the results he wanted

According to the Central Election Commission, 28.86
million voters – or 78.77 percent of eligible voters –
took part in the referendum. The highest turnout was
reported in Zakarpattia Oblast – 96.77 percent, followed by Ivano-Frankivsk Oblast (88.43 percent),
Sumy Oblast (87.42 percent) and Ternopil Oblast
(87.24 percent). The lowest turnout was in the city of
Sevastopol – 45.54 percent.

remove deputies’ immunity from criminal
prosecution; and to create a second parliamentary chamber. The president would
appoint members of the second chamber,
which is intended to represent the interests of the regions.
Mr. Kuchma said the referendum was
needed to end years of infighting among
national deputies and a deadlock between
the presidenial administration and the
Verkhovna Rada. He said the deadlock
had crippled attempts to introduce vital
economic reforms and had prolonged the
country’s decline into poverty.
But his opponents from across the
political spectrum criticized the referendum, saying it undermines Parliament.
They said the referendum was unconstitutional, although Ukraine’s Constitutional
Court ruled that it could go ahead.
The Council of Europe, the 41-nation
body that monitors democratic and human
rights standards, also criticized the referendum. It has said Ukraine’s membership
could be suspended if Mr. Kuchma tries to
impose the referendum’s results without
the Parliament’s approval.
Askold Krushelnycky is an RFE/RL
correspondent based in Prague.

– he may now face months of feuding
with the Verkhovna Rada to implement
those results.
The very threat of the referendum
prompted Parliament to reorganize itself
last January into a majority that has been
supporting Mr. Kuchma’s reform proposals. But the president says the majority is
unstable and the referendum results must
be implemented.
But to do that, a parliamentary majority
must first vote in favor of a bill proposing
the amendments. Next, a two-thirds
majority of Parliament must vote in favor
of each of the actual amendments.
It is going to be extremely difficult to
get a two-thirds majority. But Ukrainian
legal experts are not sure whether deputies
can vote against constitutional changes
legally approved by Ukrainian voters.
Also unclear are what steps, if any, the
president may take if deputies reject the
results of the referendum. If he tries to
impose them against Parliament’s will,
that could not only provoke suspension
from the Council of Europe but, more
important, could again wreck Ukraine’s
chances to press ahead with essential economic reforms.

USUF collects $8,000 for miners
WASHINGTON – The U.S.-Ukraine
Foundation has reported that in less than
one month, nearly 100 donors have contributed $8,000 to the Krasnodon Mine
Disaster Fund.
U.S.-Ukraine Foundation Financial
Administrator John A. Kun said, “The
Ukrainian American generosity has
been wonderful, and the U.S.-Ukraine
Foundation is extremely grateful for
this support. I thank those for contributing thus far and I welcome additional
gifts to the Krasnodon Mine Disaster
Fund.”
The U.S.-Ukraine Foundation, a 501
(c) (3) non-profit organization dedicated
to building peace and prosperity through

shared democratic values for both
nations, has a special relationship with
Krasnodon since a community partnership was established between Krasnodon
and Birmingham, Alabama, in 1998
through the foundation’s Community
Partnerships Project, a program of training and technical assistance funded by
the U.S. Agency for International
Development.
Donations are still being accepted.
Please make checks out to the U.S.Ukraine Foundation/mine disaster (gifts
are fully tax-deducible as provided by
law) and send them to: The U.S.-Ukraine
Foundation, 933 15th St. NW, Suite
1026, Washington, DC 20006.
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G-7 aid continues after Chornobyl closes

KYIV – The closure of Chornobyl AES
would not mean the end of financial aid
from the G-7 since the organization understands Ukraine’s problems, stated a member
of the Nuclear Safety Group at the Group of
Seven industrialized states, Yukiya Amano,
on March 30. The first vice-minister of fuel
and energy, Vitalii Haiduk, stated that
Ukraine is taking a step favored by the G-7
in shutting down Chornobyl Atomic Energy
Station (CAES), which could work for
another 11 years. He said he looks forward
to further moves by the West in assisting
Ukraine to resolve the problems which it
cannot solve alone. The new energy blocks
at the Rivne and Khmelnytskyi power stations do not necessarily have to be started in
order to shut down Chornobyl, said Mr.
Haiduk. (Eastern Economist)
G-7 will allocate $300 M to shelter

SLAVUTYCH – The G-7 countries plan
to allocate an additional $300 million (U.S.)
to return the Chornobyl Atomic Energy
Station’s sarcophagus to a safe condition,
said the deputy director of the station and
director of the Shelter Project director,
Valentyn Kupnii. It is expected that these
plans will be officially announced during
the international conference of shelterdonor countries to be held in Germany in
May. The Chornobyl Shelter Fund has
received $400 million (U.S.) of the $758
million needed. Any country that contributes over $2.5 (U.S.) million receives
the status of donor, which entitles it to control the distribution of funds under the project. Mr. Kupnii stated that the funds the
Shelter Fund now has will be enough for
two to three years, while the Shelter Project
was envisioned to span eight to 10 years.
(Eastern Economist)
Canadian envoy meets with Pliusch

KYIV – Canada is ready to discuss projects for broadening Ukrainian-Canadian
cooperation, stated Canadian Ambassador
to Ukraine Derek Fraser during his meeting
with Verkhovna Rada Chairman Ivan
Pliushch. Mr. Fraser added that since independence Canada has invested $200 million
(U.S.) into Ukraine’s development with $14
million allocated for implementation of
projects in 2000. The ambassador added
that Canada is interested in cooperation
with the Parliament’s committees on foreign affairs, national security and defense.
Canada also plans to provide funds for
expanding the Rada’s parliamentary library.
(Eastern Economist)
Clinton and Putin to meet in July

MOSCOW – U.S. President Bill Clinton
called Russian President-elect Vladimir
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Putin on April 15 to congratulate him on the
Duma’s ratification of the START-II treaty.
Mr. Clinton said the vote was an “important
step toward the reduction of nuclear arms”
and that now the two countries can work
towards START-III. According to a White
House spokesman, the two leaders also discussed economic reform, nuclear non-proliferation and the conflict in Chechnya.
During the telephone conversation, the two
agreed to meet in Okinawa, Japan, on July
21 before the G-7 plus Russia summit,
Interfax reported on April 16, citing unidentified Kremlin sources. Speaking from Kyiv
on April 14, Secretary of State Madeleine
K. Albright said the United States is very
glad that the START II Treaty was ratified
and that now is the time for an entirely new
U.S.-Russian relationship – different than
that which existed during the Cold War.
(RFE/RL Newsline)
OSCE seeks dialogue on Chechnya

MOSCOW – The chair of the
Organization for Security and Cooperation
in Europe and Austrian Foreign Minister
Benita Ferrero-Waldner said on April 15
that Moscow should embark on a dialogue
“with the participation of all the people” living in Chechnya, Reuters reported. She said
“the OSCE would support any dialogue,
with or without international participation,
including that of the OSCE.” Ms. FerreroWaldner was speaking in Moscow after visiting Chechnya and Ingushetia the previous
day. She said the OSCE mission to
Chechnya, which was evacuated from
Grozny to Moscow last year, may reopen
next month in the Chechen village of
Znamenskoye, where it will serve “as a
platform for the work of humanitarian
organizations,” according to ITAR-TASS.
She said that the destruction in
Znamenskoye and Gudermes was not as
bad as in Grozny, where she described it as
“terrible.” (RFE/RL Newsline)
Pope prays for Krasnodon miners

VATICAN CITY – Pope John Paul II
offered prayers for the victims of the recent
mining disaster near Krasnodon, Ukraine.
He prayed that those killed in the accident
would find peace in heaven and that the
wounded would receive God’s comfort.
The pontiff also sent a telegram on March
12 to the victims’ families. (Catholic News
Service)
Verkhovna Rada raises minimum wage

KYIV – The Verkhovna Rada on April 6
voted by 304-2 to raise the minimum wage
from the current 74 hrv ($13.5) per month
to 90 hrv as of April 1 and to 118.3 hrv as of
July 1, Interfax reported. (RFE/RL
Newsline)
(Continued on page 14)
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Putin visits Kyiv as part of his first tour of foreign capitals
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by Roman Woronowycz
Kyiv Press Bureau

KYIV – Russian President-elect Vladimir
Putin, completing his first tour of foreign
countries, visited Kyiv on April 18 to
strengthen relations and to search for a solution to Ukraine’s continued energy indebtedness.
Mr. Putin’s visit was the last leg of a journey that many consider a symbolic show of
where the yet-to-be-inaugurated Russian
president will place his foreign policy accents.
After a stop in Miensk, Belarus, where he met
with President Alyaksandr Lukashenka to discuss the union of the two countries, Mr. Putin
traveled to London to meet with Prime
Minister Tony Blair, in reciprocation for a
visit to Moscow by Mr. Blair last month.
In Kyiv Mr. Putin and President Leonid
Kuchma made every effort to show that the
relationship between their two countries
remains stable, but the matters they discussed
– the situation with the Russian Black Sea
Fleet; Ukraine’s never-ending energy debt
and Russian assertions that Ukraine steals gas
from its pipeline; and Russia’s unwillingness
to join Ukraine and the rest of the
Commonwealth of Independent States in a
free trade zone – demonstrated just how fragile relations remain.
But the talks in Kyiv showed that the two
sides are trying. Mr. Putin told journalists that
discussions with the Ukrainian leadership
were “businesslike” and that the current problems are quite solvable.
“The point of our discussions was to
strengthen our strategic partnership of friendship and cooperation, and put it at a highquality level,” said Mr. Putin. “Our strategic
partnership should develop along economic
and cultural lines, and everything that falls
within the meaning of humanitarian interests.”
Mr. Kuchma, who had warm relations
with Mr. Putin’s predecessor, Boris Yeltsin,
but had previously met the newly elected
Russian president only once, said that a key
success in the talks was that the sides realized
what needs to be done.
Both presidents acknowledged that the
most critical problem they must confront is
Ukraine’s ongoing energy debt to Russia,
which re-grows just as soon as Ukraine successfully manages it. In addition, another central problem of the Russian-Ukrainian gas
trade – the specific amount of Ukraine’s debt
– again surfaced. While President Kuchma
identified the country’s indebtedness as $1.5
billion, Mr. Putin said it was closer to $2.1
billion, which he explained includes interest.
Another associated problem, which
prompted the Russians to include Rem
Vyakhirev, the head of the Russian gas con-

sortium Gazprom, in the talks, were accusations that Ukrainian gas companies are stealing natural gas from the Russian pipeline that
traverses Ukraine on its way to Europe.
President Kuchma acknowledged that
Russian gas has been diverted illegally by
Ukrainian firms – perhaps the first time that a
high government official in Ukraine has done
so.
“From the point of view of the government, it is not convenient for Ukraine. The
gas that is stolen does not contribute anything
to government coffers,” explained Mr.
Kuchma.
Discussion also centered on the high price
of the Russian gas. An ongoing source of friction, especially for Ukraine with its weak currency reserves, is the $80 per 1,000 cubic
meters that Ukraine must pay Russia – the
highest price Moscow charges any of its foreign customers. Western European countries,
which cannot boast of strategic partnerships
with Russia and are geographically more distant, pay $77.50 per 1,000 cubic meters.
Russia offers the best rate to Belarus, at
$26.90 per 1,000 cubic meters.
Messrs. Putin and Kuchma agreed that
they are looking to resolve their energy trade
issues by first obtaining a mutual understanding of their individual problems to ultimately
achieve what they referred to as a “common
energy balance.”
The term, the meaning of which remains
vague, was coined by Moscow recently and
has been used to explain a new policy Russia
is promoting with geographical neighbors
who buy its oil and gas.
Part of that balance may be an agreement
that Moscow will finally pay for the transit of
its gas through Ukraine, while Kyiv will regulate gas firms who buy Russian gas only to
resell it to neighboring states that also do
business with Gazprom. Mr. Putin said he
would consider such a proposal.
For Mr. Kuchma the visit by Mr. Putin
presented the opportunity to push one of his
pet projects: turning the territory of the CIS
into a free trade zone. Russia has yet to agree
to the idea, which is supported by most of the
other CIS countries.
While noting that “there are real chances
for progress in that direction,” Mr. Putin
explained that first much work needs to take
place to streamline bureaucracies and harmonize customs and tax laws, as well as to
ensure that nothing is excluded from the free
trade regime.
Mr. Putin, who arrived from London late
in the evening of April 17 and traveled from
Kyiv’s Boryspil Airport under heavy police
escort, began his one-day visit here with a
one-on-one breakfast meeting with President
(Continued on page 11)

Albright in Kyiv to lend support
to Kuchma’s economic reform efforts
by Roman Woronowycz
Kyiv Press Bureau

KYIV – U.S. Secretary of State
Madeleine K. Albright praised the
Ukrainian leadership for moving forcefully on economic reforms during a oneday visit to Kyiv on April 14 and for its
cooperation with the IMF in resolving
lending problems. She also urged government officials to set a specific date for
the closure of Chornobyl.
“I think that everybody understands
this is a very important responsibility,”
said Ms. Albright, “but it would be very
useful to have a date set.”
She explained that plans for an international donors’ conference scheduled
for Berlin during the summer and other
efforts to support the construction of a
sarcophagus over the crippled fourth

reactor, as well as aid to Ukraine in
developing alternative energy sources,
would be made easier if the international
community knew what day the nuclear
complex would be mothballed.
The secretary of state’s visit came less
than two weeks before Ukraine commemorates the 14th anniversary of an
explosion at the Chornobyl nuclear reactor that contaminated large parts of
Ukraine and Belarus, and made the world
painfully aware of the stark realities of
nuclear power.
Although during their meeting
President Leonid Kuchma reaffirmed his
country’s intention to shut down the
nuclear facility by the end of the year, a
statement Ms. Albright said “heartened”
her, he refrained from setting a specific
(Continued on page 11)
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Efrem Lukatsky

Russian President-elect Vladimir Putin rewrites a protester’s banner that reads
“Murderer of Chechens – to the court” with the words “Russia and Chechnya
together against terrorism and extremism.” The encounter occurred during a brief
tour with Ukrainian President Leonid Kuchma of the Pecherska Lavra monastery.

Clinton to visit Kyiv June 6
by Roman Woronowycz
Kyiv Press Bureau

KYIV – The United States Embassy
in Ukraine confirmed on April 18 that
President Bill Clinton will travel to
Kyiv on June 6 to meet with Ukraine’s
President Leonid Kuchma.
The announcement came merely days
after a flurry of speculation in the press
that Mr. Clinton may take part in an
international conference on trafficking in
women scheduled for Kyiv in June –
rumors that were denied by Secretary of
State Madeleine K. Albright during her
one-day stop in Kyiv on April 14.
During a live interview on one of
Kyiv’s television stations, Ms. Albright
said that, even though Mr. Clinton
would like to visit, he would not travel
to Ukraine in the near future.
While the public affairs office of the
U.S. Embassy in Kyiv said details of
the president’s visit were yet to be
worked out, in Washington the White
House announced that Mr. Clinton
would visit the Ukrainian capital on the
last leg of a journey between May 30
and June 6 that will take him to
Portugal, where he will attend the

United States-European Union summit
meeting; Germany, where he will meet
with Chancellor Gerhard Schroeder;
and Russia, where he will meet with
President-elect Vladimir Putin.
According to the White House,
which made the announcement on
April 17, President Clinton is to meet
with President Kuchma and other senior officials on June 6. He will return to
Washington that evening.
Oleksander Martynenko, spokesman
for President Kuchma, said that the
invitation was extended to further
strengthen the strategic partnership
between the two countries and give
renewed impetus to its development,
while giving the U.S. president a
chance to see first-hand the reforms
occurring in Ukraine.
This will be the second visit by Mr.
Clinton to Kyiv. His first, a state visit,
occurred in May 1995. Mr. Clinton also
made a brief stop at Kyiv’s Boryspil
Airport in January 1994, where he met
with President Kravchuk to announce a
trilateral agreement between Ukraine,
the United States and Russia on the
removal of Ukraine’s nuclear warheads.

Michael Metzel

U.S. Secretary of State Madeleine K. Albright lays flowers at the Kyiv monument
to the victims of the Famine-Genocide of 1932-1933.

Brzezinski honored...
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(Continued from page 1)
historic nation, with deep roots in the Western civilization –
partakes of it and contributes to it.”
When Ukrainians ask themselves how they would like to
see Ukraine in 20 years, Dr. Brzezinski said, “I hope most
Ukrainians both realize and yearn that the answer be clear:
Ukraine in the European Union, Ukraine in the Atlantic
Alliance.”
“And membership in the Western community involves a
set of principles and of procedures, and modes of conduct
that define the essence of the state and of the society which
the state is supposed to serve,” he added.
Not all Ukrainians are prepared to make that choice or
realize the consequences of these choices, he said. Indeed,
some would rather Ukraine follow the Belarus example.
“And the implication of that is not positive – neither for
Ukraine’s national consciousness nor its Western identity,”
he said.
“So the decisions, the fundamental choices, still have to
be made,” Dr. Brzezinski said.
(The full transcript of Dr. Brzezinski’s remarks appear
on this page.)
Presenting the honoree, UFU Rector Emeritus Miroslaw
Labunka recounted Prof, Brzezinski’s contributions in academia, in government and in advancing the Ukrainian
cause before and since it became independent.
Dr. Brzezinski had an “undeniable positive impact” on
the conduct of U.S. foreign affairs, he said. “One could only
wish that his advice would have been heeded more often.”
Born in Warsaw in 1928, Dr. Brzezinski received his
BA and MA degrees in economics and political science
from McGill University in Canada and his Ph.D. from
Harvard University in 1953. He was a professor and scholar
at Harvard, Columbia and Johns Hopkins universities, and
served as national security advisor to President Jimmy
Carter from 1977 to 1981.
He authored many articles and books on political science
and foreign policy, especially toward the former Soviet
Union and China, among them the “The Grand Failure: the
Birth and Death of Communism in the Twentieth Century,”
published in 1989, which Dr. Labunka characterized as an
important, “prophetic” work.
Dr. Brzezinski received the U.S. Presidential Medal
of Freedom in 1981 and Ukraine’s highest award, the
Order of Merit, First Class, in 1996. He has received
honorary degrees from numerous universities, is a fellow of the American Academy of Arts and Sciences,
and serves on the boards of numerous public and private
institutions.
Noting the honoree’s long-established interest in
Ukrainian affairs, Dr. Labunka recalled his lecture at the
Ukrainian Academy of Arts and Sciences in New York
in 1956, following his trip to the Soviet Union. During
this presentation, he pointed out. Dr. Brzezinski stated –
“very much in contradiction with the prevailing opinion
of the then-professional Kremlinologists” – that
Ukrainians would retain their national identity despite
repression by the totalitarian, Russian-dominated
regime.
Dr. Labunka pointed out that this “prophet of hope”
to Ukrainians has been involved in Ukrainian affairs in
numerous ways, among them, chairing the AmericanUkrainian Advisory Committee, working with the
Ukrainian Research Institute at Harvard University, successfully negotiating, as President Carter’s advisor, the
release of imprisoned Ukrainian dissident Valentyn
Moroz in 1979.
In a foreword to “The Chornovil Papers” in 1968, Dr.
Brzezinski stressed the political importance of the nationality problem in the Soviet Union and the possibility that
increased literary ferment and national self-assertion in
Ukraine might lead to some as-yet-unpredictable momentous changes.
“Indeed, they led – as he indicated in one of his most
recent books, “The Grand Chessboard” (1997) – to the
implosion and fragmentation of the Soviet Union and to
the independence of Ukraine,” Dr. Labunka said.
Recognizing independent Ukraine’s important role in
maintaining stability and security in Europe, Dr. Labunka
said, Dr. Brzezinski “has been most supportive – in word
and deed,” of its national institutions and democratization
process.
Opening the special ceremony at the Ukrainian
Embassy, U.S. Federal Claims Court Judge Bohdan A.
Futey noted the absence of Ambassador Kostyantyn
Gryshchenko, who on short notice had to depart for Kyiv to
participate in meetings there with visiting U.S. Secretary of
State Madeleine K. Albright.
Natalia Gryshchenko, the ambassador’s wife, was
among those who attended the ceremony, as were former
U.S. Ambassador to Ukraine, William Green Miller and his
wife, Suzanne Miller.

FOR THE RECORD: Remarks by Zbigniew K. Brzezinski
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The following is a transcript of an address delivered
on April 13 at the Embassy of Ukraine in Washington by
former White House National Security Advisor Zbigniew
Brzezinski on the occasion of his receiving an honorary
doctor of laws degree from the Ukrainian Free
University in Munich. (The transcript was prepared by
Yaro Bihun for The Ukrainian Weekly.)

“The Ukrainian Free University” – when one speaks
those words, one has to think of Vienna, of Prague, of
Munich. It’s a long road – a very long road – a road that
was pursued by independent Ukrainian intellectuals at a
time of great national difficulties. Indeed, the beginning
of that road coincided with a major national defeat.
The founding of the University in Vienna occurred at
a time when Ukraine lost its bid for independence, when
Soviet power was firmly established in Kyiv and
Kharkiv, when the Polish-Ukrainian effort failed, when,
earlier, the Polish-Ukrainian war ended in the victory for
the Poles. This was a time when Ukrainian intellectuals
could not pursue independent thought, free of ideological
indoctrination in Ukraine, and when Ukrainian intellectuals where denied the opportunity to have their own university in Lviv.
This was a hard time for the Ukrainians. And yet, a
group of Ukrainian intellectuals had the vision, the determination, the foresight to realize that national destiny can
best be fulfilled if the nation is conscious of two very
important elements, and in doing so, the Free University
performed an incredibly important role in preserving,
maintaining and sustaining that which Ukraine eventually became, which is: independent.
The first of these was the emphasis on national consciousness. And I think it’s particularly important to
emphasize this point here in Washington, because, in a
way, this ceremony, by being held here today thanks to
the Free University in Munich, testifies to the special role
that the Ukrainian diaspora played in the preservation of
Ukrainian national consciousness.
That consciousness was first falsified and then suppressed in the years of Stalinist terror and of Soviet rule;
it was progressively corrupted. But the diaspora, which
the Free University epitomized, preserved a sense of genuine, intense, living Ukrainian national consciousness.
And that was absolutely essential. It is probably difficult
to argue that Ukraine would be independent today if that
sense of national consciousness had not been preserved.
And it was preserved more freely and more vitally, and
more creatively by the Ukrainians in the diaspora,
because they had the opportunity to do so, and some had
the imagination and the determination to create an institution which stood for that.
After a brief spell in Vienna, the university moved to
Prague, and then, after the end of World War II, when it
was obvious that there was no longer an opportunity for
the university to continue in Prague, it relocated in
Munich. It kept the flame alive and, in that sense, it stood
as the spearhead of a national awareness that Ukrainians
outside of Ukraine preserved even though at home that
awareness was being suppressed and, maybe even worse
than that, corrupted – corrupted, diluted, melded into
something which wasn’t truly national. And that was an
extremely important role: the preservation of national
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consciousness.
But there’s a second role that the diaspora has played,
that the university epitomized, and which remains very
important. And that is sustaining Ukraine’s Western identity. That is just as important. For it is not only a question
of preserving a distinctive, self-conscious national awareness – that’s important – but it’s also important what is its
content, what is it filled with, what is its substance, what
is it related to in a world in which we’re all interrelated.
And the Free University, by operating out of Prague, and
then out of Munich, sent a very important message,
namely, that Ukraine is part of Europe and is part of the
Western civilization. It is not a Eurasian state; it is not
part of some strange, often politically exploited, Slavic
idea. It is a historic nation, with deep roots in the Western
civilization – partakes of it and contributes to it. And
that’s an extremely important message, a message that
gives much more definition to the idea of national consciousness.
And it’s a message which, combined with the emphasis on national consciousness, is particularly important
for Ukraine’s future. For if Ukraine is to be a successful
state – if it is to be a successful state, because in all frankness we cannot yet say it is a successful state – it has to
be part of the Western community, because then it is part
of something that reflects its own inner spirit and identity; it is true to itself.
Ukraine has been successful in sustaining its independence for the last 10 years, and that is an important
success, which has to be emphasized and for which credit has to be given to the Ukrainians in Kyiv, in Lviv, in
Kharkiv, in Donetsk and elsewhere. But Ukraine is not
yet a successful state, and one should have no illusions
about that. An enormous amount of work has yet to be
done to create in Ukraine a state that operationally serves
the people and that reflects underlying values inherent in
Ukraine’s national consciousness and Western identity.
And that is still a long way before it’s achieved.
And here the diaspora, again, can be terribly important. As one looks at the progress that Ukraine has made,
as one looks at the younger Ukrainians that are surfacing
and seeping into positions of political leadership, one has
reason to be optimistic that historical change is pointed in
a positive direction, but one should not overlook the difficulties and the consequences of the loss of independence,
of the degradation, of the terror, and of the moral and
political corruption, some of which still lingers and acts
as a contagious malady affecting the quality of political
and economic life. And that can only be overcome if the
country is motivated, and particularly its elite is motivated simultaneously, by a strong sense of national identity
and of membership in the Western community. And
membership in the Western community involves a set of
principles and of procedures, and modes of conduct that
define the essence of the state and of the society which
the state is supposed to serve.
And here, it seems to me, it is self-evident that the
Free University, by being an outpost in the West, serves
as a bridge with the West and is a source of magnetic
attraction and identifies Ukraine more closely with the
West. And it is, in my view, also the longer-range destiny
(Continued on page 16)

Yaro Bihun

Zbigniew K. Brzezinski receives honorary doctor of laws degree from UFU Rector Leonid Rudnytzky,
as Miroslaw Labunka (left) and Bohdan Futey (right) look on.

Shevchenko Lecture focuses on Ukrainians and the media
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by Marco Levytsky

EDMONTON – Two noted North
American journalists of Ukrainian origin
provided informed insight on the subject
of “Ukrainians in the Western Media: A
Maligned Minority?” at the annual
Shevchenko Lecture in Edmonton on
March 6.
Chrystia Freeland, now the deputy editor of The Globe and Mail, spoke about
her experiences as a free-lance journalist,
writing for The Financial Times, The
Economist and The Washington Post
from Ukraine during the early 1990s.
Roma Hadzewycz, editor-in-chief of
The Ukrainian Weekly, spoke about “The
Ugly Face of Freedom” segment of the
CBS program “60 Minutes” and the
Ukrainian community’s reaction to it in
the United States.
The event was co-sponsored by the
Ukrainian Canadian Professional and
Business Association of Edmonton, the
Canadian Institute of Ukrainian Studies
and Grant MacEwan Community
College. Dr. David Marples, acting director of the CIUS, introduced the speakers,
while Maria Popiwchak of the Ps and Bs
association delivered closing remarks.
Ms. Freeland noted that during 19911992 Ukraine was a very compelling
story because the conventional wisdom
in Western political circles was that the
Soviet Union was not going to fall apart.
This was best exemplified by then-U.S.
President George Bush’s “Chicken Kiev”
speech in the summer of 1991.
However, she believed the opposite
was true and kept telling that to her editors. “They liked the fact that my take on
Ukraine was different from the conventional wisdom,” she noted.
During the early days of independence
Ukraine was treated in a positive light in
the Western media, but recently the articles have become more critical, she
noted.
Ms. Freeland cited a number of reaMarco Levytsky is editor of the
Edmonton-based Ukrainian News.

sons that Ukraine receives bad press
these days, the first being that the government is “terrible” when it comes to
public relations. “Everyone acts as it was
a huge and terrific favor they were granting me by giving me the privilege of talking to them. I spent hours, and hours, and
hours in waiting rooms,” she said.
The relationship between businessmen, politicians and media is a much
more personal one than in the West, and
government leaders will talk to a reporter
they like rather than one they don’t, she
added.
An additional problem is that people
don’t understand that if you say something when a tape recorder is running or
when a notebook is open that it is likely
to appear in the newspaper the next day.
In many cases people would call her the
next day, outraged that a quote appeared,
and explaining, “I was stupid, I shouldn’t
have said that.” In other cases they would
flatly deny having said it, destroying
their own credibility, she observed.
Ms. Freeland also noted that there is a
defeatist strain within Ukraine. She
recalled an incident when nationalist
deputy Stepan Khmara asked her if it is
true she is only half Ukrainian, which she
admitted. “That explains it,” he replied.
“You are far too brave and far too steadfast to be a pure Ukrainian.”
Another problem with Ukraine’s coverage in the West is that most journalists
writing about Ukraine come from Russia
or are Russia specialists in the West. “All
of us know that coming at Ukraine from
that perspective – no matter how objective a journalist is trying to be – will lead
to a certain kind of coverage,” she said.
The third reason for Ukraine’s negative press is that a lot of things are going
very badly, said Ms. Freeland.
In her case study of “The Ugly Face of
Freedom” aired by CBS on October 23,
1994, Ms. Hadzewycz said the report
“was not merely defamatory – it was
inflammatory.”
“Through careful manipulation, correspondent Morley Safer and producer
Jeffrey Fager painted a picture of a poor,
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uneducated nuclear-armed nation on the
brink of a major outbreak of antiSemitism. It was a good example of agitprop,” she commented.
“It was also a recipe for journalistic
disaster,” she added. “ ‘The Ugly Face of
Freedom’ was filled with innuendoes,
stereotypes, half-truths and outright lies.
It manifested a blatant disregard for facts,
mistranslated crucial terms, gave no
meaningful context for the few bits of
actual information provided and used dramatic images unrelated to the matter at
hand for pure visual effect – or worse yet,
to frighten the audience about just where
this ‘big, bad Ukraine’ was heading.”
The Ukrainian community reacted
swiftly and confidently to this biased
report by phoning, faxing and writing
CBS officials. The Embassy of Ukraine
issued a powerful and well-thought-out
statement, she continued
“The message from all quarters was
loud and clear: We’re mad as hell and
we’re not gonna take it any more! We
demand a retraction and an apology; we
demand that appropriate action be taken
against the persons responsible for putting ‘The Ugly Face of Freedom’ on the
air,” Ms. Hadzewycz related.
A series of demonstrations were held, as
were meetings with CBS officials.
However, Ukrainian community representatives received no assurances from CBS
that it was going to rectify the situation.
Then in November 1994, the
Ukrainian Heritage Defense Committee –
a committee under the aegis of the
Ukrainian National Association that had
been involved in previous anti-defamation activities and had an established taxexempt fund – was activated. This committee had two principal goals: to reverse
the negative perception created by “The
Ugly Face” and to get CBS to retract its
story.
But CBS would not budge, so the
committee took its case to the public, Ms.
Hadzewycz explained.
Ads appeared in The New York Times
and The Washington Post that described
CBS’s slander of the Ukrainian nation

Jacyk Center reaches 10th anniversary milestone
by Geoff McMaster

EDMONTON – The Peter Jacyk Center for Ukrainian
Historical Research has much to be proud of now that it’s
reached its 10th anniversary. One of the most important projects ever undertaken in Ukrainian studies, the translation of
Mykhailo Hrushevsky’s 10-volume “History of UkraineRus’ ” into English, is well under way with great success.
Two volumes of the series, the second just released, have met
with international acclaim, recognized as exemplary works of
scholarship. And the Peter Jacyk Center is now regarded as
perhaps the top research institute of its kind in the world.
“Essentially this is the only purely Ukrainian historical
research center in North America,” said Dr. Paul
Bushkovitch, a Yale University history professor visiting the
University of Alberta campus recently to celebrate the publication of Volume 7 of the history. “With the Hrushevsky
project, they’ve come up with something that is really quite
remarkable.”
Dr. Bushkovitch, who writes on Ukrainian history of the
16th and 17th centuries, says Hrushevsky’s work is crucial to
understanding Russian history. “If you don’t know the
Ukrainian situation very well,” he says, “you’re wasting your
time.”
Yale is in the process of starting a Ukrainian studies program, says Mr. Bushkovitch, and is looking to the
University of Alberta for help and advice. “The Peter Jacyk
Center is absolutely essential ... they have all the information, they have the contacts, they know who is doing what
in Ukraine and what in America – we rely on them very
heavily.”
According to the center’s director, Dr. Frank Sysyn, the
university’s reputation in the field has become so strong that
Ukrainian students from Ukraine have come here recently to
do graduate work. Doctoral student Andriy Zayaryuk, for

example, says the center’s resources were “an important factor” in his decision to come here to study representations of
Ukrainian peasantry in Galicia’s popular press of the 19th
century. Only Harvard can match the reputation of the Peter
Jacyk Center, he noted.
“The center is important because it provides infrastructure,” he said. “There are also a lot of scholars who don’t
teach directly in the department but with whom you can communicate.”
Mr. Jacyk himself couldn’t be happier with the center’s
accomplishments of the past decade. Born in 1921 in western
Ukraine, Mr. Jacyk was only 17 when the Russians invaded
his hometown. In 1949 he ended up in Canada with only $7
in his pocket and no knowledge of English, but convinced
Canada was a “constructive” country. He worked his way
through a number of menial jobs and eventually became one
of Toronto’s most prominent builders.
Throughout his life, however, he remained steadfastly
devoted to the belief in “more education, less confrontation,” supporting academic programs at Harvard, Columbia
and the universities of Toronto, London and Alberta. In
1989 he donated $1 million for the establishment of the historical research center, which quickly became $3 million
because of the 2-to-1 matching grant program then in effect
in Alberta.
“I am not a historian; I am a builder. But I understand the
need for historical values,” Mr. Jacyk explained. “Nothing
but production counts, and we have production – this I appreciate very much. I am connected to Harvard and Columbia,
but no group works so productively as this one. I believe
Ukrainian studies at the University of Alberta are the
strongest in the world after Ukraine.”
Reprinted with permission from the University of Alberta
Folio, January 21, Vol. 37, No. 1.
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Deputy Editor Chrystia Freeland of
The Globe and Mail.

and quoted Times and Post stories about
the Jewish renaissance in Ukraine, as
well as statements by Jewish leaders and
President Leonid Kuchma. Advertisers
who sponsored the “60 Minutes” program of October 23, 1994, also were
contacted.
By early 1995, more than 125 media
kits detailing CBS’s actions had been sent
out by the UHDC to media outlets
throughout North America. Unfortunately,
there was scant media interest, possibly
because, as one media watchdog group
said: “ ‘60 Minutes’ does a hatchet job on
everybody,” Ms. Hadzewycz recalled.
The Ukrainian Congress Committee
of America filed a complaint with the
Federal Communications Commission as
did two individuals, Alexander Serafyn
and Oleg Nikolyszyn. The FCC rejected
these complaints.
The Ukrainian petitioners then took
their case to the United States Appeals
Court for the Circuit of the District of
Columbia, which on August 11, 1998,
ruled that there were serious questions
about whether CBS intentionally distorted information and ordered the FCC to
revisit the case.
Finally, CBS brass and representatives
of major Ukrainian American community organizations faced off at a settlement
meeting at the CBS corporate headquarters on March 1, 1999. As part of the settlement, CBS agreed to “reimburse the
legitimate and prudent expenses
incurred” by the petitioners – a sum of
$328,000 – and to provide the petitioners
with a settlement letter. The petitioners
agreed to cease all lawsuits pertaining to
“The Ugly Face of Freedom.”
“The Ugly Face of Freedom” was neither the first nor last time that the
Ukrainian community was defamed, but it
“was so ugly, so pernicious that our community rallied around a common cause
and was determined to see it through to
the end,” said Ms. Hadzewycz.
“This case showed that we can be
strong when united, but it also showed
that we lack political clout, as we were
unable to influence the FCC, a political
creature, to take on CBS,” she commented. “The case demonstrated that we must
take on those who attack us, and that we
can be successful. But it also showed
that our community must be vigilant and
ready to respond to such attacks at any
given moment.”
“Perhaps what was most important
was that our response to ‘The Ugly Face’
demonstrated that no longer could
Ukrainians be considered easy targets –
that, as so many players in our campaign
said, David can beat Goliath,” Ms.
Hadzewycz concluded.
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Clinical psychologist from Ukraine reports on screening of Chornobyl children
by Myroslaw Bytz Jr.

MADISON, N.J. – Drew University
hosted Dr. Irina Grishayeva for a lecture
on April 11 on her work with the children
of Chornobyl’s outlying oblasts in commemoration of the 14th anniversary of the
nuclear disaster in Ukraine. Based in Kyiv,
Dr. Grishayeva is psychosocial component
coordinator of the Chornobyl Childhood
Illness Program (CCIP), Medical Service
Corporation International.
The program for the evening, sponsored by the Russian Studies Department
of the College of Liberal Arts and the
Drew Theological School’s Office of
Continuing Theological Formation, featured, in addition to the Ukrainian psychologist, the group of Drew University
specialists who intermittently work with
her in Ukraine. Present in the audience
were members of the Drew University
Russian Club and Drew ministry students
who will accompany the group to Ukraine
in May, as well as local Ukrainian
Americans.
The first speaker, Michael J.
Christensen, Ph.D., director of the Drew
Doctor of Ministry program and affiliate
assistant professor of spirituality, has been
working with Dr. Grishayeva in Ukraine
for two years, funded by a $3 million
grant from the U.S. Agency for
International Development. The government grant was initiated in order to provide means for screening the youth of
northern Ukraine for thyroid cancer, the
only illness conclusively attributed to radiation exposure. Dr. Christensen first familiarized the audience with Chornobyl and
its horrible past, and with the steps the
CCIP is taking to assist those in need in
the territory most affected by the disaster.
Four centers in the cities of Rivne,
Cherkasy, Lutsk and Zhytomyr have been

Reproductive health...

(Continued from page 1)
ance in Ukraine as ortality rates have
exceeded birth rates. Whereas the country’s population five years ago was
almost 52 million people, recent figures
put the population at 50.4 million – 1.5
million fewer people in half a decade.
Dr. Hulchiy praised the efforts of public education campaigns to reduce the
rate of abortions, noting that in 1996
there were 30,000 abortions performed,
by 1998 the figure had dropped to
12,000. However, she added, one of the
primary reasons for female infertility is
the very high rate of abortion, “abortion
is still the main method of family planning in our country.” Though the rates

Dr. Olesya Hulchiy

established for the project. Mobile units,
equipped with both a medical doctor and a
psychologist, are sent from each center to
the various rural regions of Ukraine near
Chornobyl. When they arrive, they immediately visit the school in each city, and
begin screening children age 12-18 for
psychosocial problems, such as depression, and for thyroid enlargements and
other illnesses.
The medical component of the program
is straightforward enough; the psychological component is more complex and difficult. To explain this complexity and difficulty, Dr. Arthur Pressley, another member
of the CCIP group, was called to speak.
When screening children for depression,
psychologists had to be aware that depression in Ukraine is the norm; most children
face many social issues regardless of the
Chornobyl disaster ’s aftereffects.
Violence, alcoholism, poverty, crime, contaminated food and soil, and hopelessness
are some of the many disagreeable conditions that these children must face every
day.
A key question, then, is then how to
discern that population who suffered from
depression as a result of Chornobyl from
the naturally occurring depressed population. Dr. Pressley went on to explain the
psychological testing procedure, an initial
depression inventory questionnaire (translated into Ukrainian by Dr. Grishayeva)
coupled with a one-on-one session
between each child and a trained social
worker.
Dr. Grishayeva is one of only several
hundred clinical psychologists in Ukraine,
according to Dr. Christensen. She received
her doctorate in psychology in 1998 from
the department of sociology and psychology at the National University of KyivMohyla Academy; her dissertation topic
was “Cognitive Determinants of AIDS
have dropped in the past several years,
the cumulative effect of several decades
means that hundreds of thousands of
women have had abortions.
The effects of Chornobyl remain the
main reason for male infertility [Ukraine
has the highest population of Chornobyl
clean-up workers of all the republics of
the former Soviet Union - Ed.], with
male infertility reported at 11 percent in
the republic, and higher in the areas of
Chornobyl’s fallout.
During her presentation Dr. Holubiova
stated that she oversees programs that provide shelter and care for homeless children
– children who were abandoned or ran
away, as well as those for whom parents
can no longer care, an increasing problem
in Ukraine and a consequence of the ongoing economic crisis. Poverty, family violence, alcoholism and drug abuse resulting
from despair have risen in Ukraine, which
has a profoundly negative effect on family
life. There are now close to 200 orphanages and group foster homes for children
throughout the country.
Dr. Holubiova also noted that in
Ukraine there are approximately 700
women’s organizations: 30 of these are
nationwide in scope. The groups deal with
a broad spectrum of issues – cultural
development, financial assistance, maternal and infant health, employment, legal
rights, wife and child abuse, trafficking in
women, education and job training.
Ms. Ivanchenko spoke briefly about
the importance that the Foreign Affairs
Ministry has placed on maintaining contacts with key international organizations
and NGOs, emphasizing those that focus
on human rights. She noted that
Ukrainian women benefit greatly from
the networking that results from international conferences such as the one in
Beijing in 1995 and the upcoming con-

Risk Perception and Safe Behavior.”
Her many achievements and experiences include being visiting psychologist
at the University of London in 1997, specializing in training and health psychology
in Belgium, being research assistant in the
joint European-Ukrainian project of clinical psychology and child care, and specializing in cognitive functions and disorders of personality in individuals affected
by the 1986 Chornobyl disaster at the laboratory of clinical psychology in Kyiv.
This was Dr. Grishayeva’s first trip to the
United States.
Dr. Grishayeva spoke about the two
components of the CCIP program: the
medical and the psychosocial. The medical component consists of doctors screening children for thyroid enlargements, and
the psychosocial component, of which she
is coordinator, screens children for severe
depression.
The Ukrainian doctor presented some
revealing statistics about the state of children in Ukraine’s northern oblasts of
Rivne, Cherkasy, Zhytomyr and Volyn.
For example, in Rivne, out of 5,208 children screened, 250 had nodules in their
thyroid glands (4.8 percent), while 43 percent had some other pathology. Out of
4,691 children screened for depression,
787 out of 975 have been referred to a
health care provider; the remaining need
to be referred, she reported.
Many children are sent to sanitoriums
for month-long stays during which they
have access to psychological counseling in
a safe and comfortable environment. Even
so, most children are left without adequate
care because of the scarcity of both funding and psychologists. Funding is something that must come from governmental
or other institutions, but the task of
increasing the number of counselors has
been taken on by the CCIP group.

ference in Helsinki. In particular, she
praised the efforts of First Lady Hillary
Rodham Clinton and her high-profile
efforts to draw attention to Ukraine and
to women’s issue around the globe.
All the speakers emphasized the necessity of continued dialogue with the West,
for contacts, exposure and information.
Dr. Hulchiy, who received training in the
United States in 1996 in a program organized by the CCRF, emphasized that no
effort is too small and that small, focused
efforts, such as direct assistance to a hospital or medical center, bring concrete
results. She noted that she feels that a top
priority must be to reduce the number of
problems suffered by pregnant women.
The upcoming conference in Helsinki,
which all three women plan to attend,

The CCIP brings over American social
workers who train almost anyone who is
interested in the basic principles of stress
management, family issues and identifying stressors. The Americans noted that all
the trainees had tremendous experience in
relationships and were very eager to learn
and to help, so the process is at least greatly successful, if not easy.
As a final remark, Dr. Grishayeva
stressed the importance of remembering
Chornobyl. “Many children in Kyiv do not
even know about Chornobyl or where it is,
because their parents work very hard to
forget about the tragedy,” she explained.
“The naturally occurring instances of
thyroid cancer in the population of the
world is 1 in 1 million,” noted Dr.
Christensen, “in one Ukrainian city seven
out of 100 have been diagnosed with thyroid cancer. Something is going on here.”
Dr. Christensen also expressed concern
with the fatalism characteristic of
Ukrainians around the Chornobyl area, as
many of them see the disaster as the work
of God, as a precursor to the end of the
world.
In her studies of the occurrences of
depression in children, Dr. Grishayeva
said she observed a generally optimistic
attitude towards their treatment – a sharp
contrast to their parents’ overall view of
psychology. Elders regard her project as
unnecessary and a burden to their lives.
They may have a point: most people must
be concerned only with food, shelter and
clothing in order to merely survive; happiness is irrelevant when mere survival is
the only goal.
But for the newest victims of the
Chornobyl disaster, and the people who
seek to increase their quality of life, security and contentment, the CCIP program is
an important step in the right direction.

will review the progress that has been
made in issues pertaining to women that
were identified during the United Nations
international women’s conference held in
Beijing.
According to Olya Stawnychy, representative of the World Federation of
Ukrainian Women’s Organizations at the
United Nations, who helped coordinate
the meeting between the community and
the delegation from Ukraine, among the
key issues that will be discussed at the
international women’s conference in July
is women’s and children’s health care,
including the effects of environmental
degradation, such as Chornobyl; trafficking in women; and women’s employment
and job training – all issues that affect
Ukrainian women directly.

Irene Jarosewich

Dr. Iryna Holubiova (center) with Nadia and Dr. Zenon Matkiwsky

No. 17

THE UKRAINIAN WEEKLY

Ukrainian American’s novel tells
story of Chornobyl’s aftermath
PARSIPPANY, N.J. – Irene Zabytko’s
first novel, “The Sky Unwashed,” tells the
story of five women who, following the
Chornobyl disaster, return to their ruined
village, determined to re-establish their lives
and families.
Published by Algonquin Books of
Chapel Hill, N.C., and simultaneously in
Canada by Thomas Allen & Son Ltd., the
novel opens with a scene from everyday life
just before the Chornobyl catastrophe and
proceeds, in the midst of great political and
environmental upheaval, to tell the story of
townspeople of Starylis, just down the road
from Chornobyl.
Ms. Zabytko, who was born and raised
in Chicago, is a bilingual first-generation
Ukrainian American who has traveled to
Ukraine on numerous occasions, and while
there worked on her novel.
Twice Ms. Zabytko was among a group
that traveled to Ukraine to teach English to
Ukrainian students. In 1992 she taught in
Kyiv and in 1993 in Drohobych as part of
the English Teachers for Ukraine program
that has been conducted since 1992 by the
Ukrainian National Association in cooperation with local branches of the Prosvita
Society.
Ms. Zabytko’s first novel (the title of
which is taken from an 1848 poem by Taras
Shevchenko) bears the dedication: “For my
mother, Maria Zabytko, and in memory of
my father, Ostap Stanley Zabytko.”
The author holds a B.A. and an M.F.A.
from Vermont College. She lives and works
in Florida as a freelance writer. She is also
book reviewer for the Orlando Sentinel.
Ms. Zabytko has been nominated for the
Barnes and Noble “Discover Great
Authors” series for her portrayal of life in
the Chornobyl zone.

“The Sky Unwashed” (ISBN 1-56512246-1) is available from Algonquin Books
of Chapel Hill, P.O. Box 2225, Chapel Hill,
NC 27515; telephone, (919) 967-0108.
Price is $22.95 (hardcover).
Ms. Zabytko will speak at a Chornobyl
commemoration in Newark, N.J., at St.
John the Baptist Ukrainian Catholic Church
on April 26, the 14th anniversary of the
Chornobyl disaster, following an ecumenical memorial service scheduled for 7 p.m.
The event is sponsored by the New Jersey
Chapter of the Children of Chornobyl
Relief Fund.

On the right is Ms. Zabytko’s account of
how she was moved to write a fictional
work about the aftermath of the Chornobyl
nuclear disaster.

NYU researcher studies effects
of Chornobyl on immigrants
by Myroslaw Bytz Jr.

NEW YORK – Fourteen years after the
Chornobyl nuclear reactor accident, many
facts remain clouded by obscurity. Some
might never be known, but the personal
aftereffects of the 1986 disaster are now the
object of study for RoseMarie Perez Foster,
Ph.D., a clinical psychologist and professor
at New York University’s Ehrenkranz
School of Social Work.
She plans to interview 600 Ukrainian,
Belarusian and Russian immigrants in order
to establish the extent of their psychological
and social damage, and to discern whether
those who lived nearer to Chornobyl have
suffered more impairment than those who
lived farther away.
Dr. Perez Foster first became interested
in Chornobyl five years ago, when she
began seeing immigrants from around the
Ukrainian city in her private clinical practice. She discovered women who hesitated
to bear children for fear of giving birth to a
deformed child, and men who avoided
physical examinations for jobs for fear of
being found radioactive. Dr. Perez Foster
pointed out that many immigrants believe
talking about Chornobyl will cause them to
be rejected by their American hosts. Their
experience with the disaster, she noted,
“interferes with their normal process of
healthy acculturation and adjustment.”
“The aim is to help other clinicians
give better service,” said Dr. Perez Foster.
“Most of the immigrants have never been
hospitalized, and thus they are deathly
afraid of every little virus, such as the common cold or a sore throat. They regard
themselves as walking time bombs.”
Despite this fear, immigrants from the

Chornobyl area do not seek the help they
need; in fact, they avoid any medical attention at all. To combat this hesitancy, Dr.
Perez Foster and her funders, the Glass
Institute, have set up a raffle to thank participants in the study. Each has a chance to
win one of many prizes.
Leslie Glass, founder of the granting
organization, said, “What happened in
Chornobyl is something that deserves a lot
of study and attention. It is an instance
where people experienced a catastophe and
came here with trauma.”
The Glass Foundation, which she founded, is a non-profit agency dedicated to helping university-affiliated scientific investigators who are exploring the psychosocial
impact of multiple types of trauma, poverty,
deprivation or immigration on people’s
lives. It seeks to define and assess the mental health needs of these populations so that
more appropriate and effective socal services can be provided for them. The Glass
Foundation provides research fellowships
for promising graduate students who will
work closely with a scientific mentor.
According to Dr. Perez Foster, it will
take another two years for the research to be
completed and the information compiled.
She has approximately 200 interviews completed thus far, and is still actively recruiting
more subjects for her study.
To participate in this important project,
contact the researchers at New York
University, (212) 998-5991. Prospective
subjects should have lived close to
Chornobyl (up to 150 kilometers away);
should be between the ages of 18 and 80;
and should be living in the northeastern
United States.
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Approaching Chornobyl
by Irene Zabytko

On a crowded Air Ukraine flight to
Kyiv in 1992, I sat next to a plump
woman who kept her elbow planted
firmly on my armchair handle. She was
returning home to Ukraine after a prosperous summer cleaning American
vacation homes outside New York City.
As we began our descent, she insisted,
“Look out the window.”
It was a pristine blue summer day,
cloudless and innocent. “Look to the
right,” she demanded. As the plane
descended, I saw a tower with blinking
red lights. I thought it must be an
antenna for a television station.
“Chornobyl,” she whispered, then
placed a conspiratorial finger over her
lips and winked, as though it were a
family secret not told to strangers.
The tower, ominously marking the
site of the 1986 nuclear “accident,”
stands only 60 miles from Kyiv, where
my mission was twofold: to teach college students English and to experience
firsthand the sights, sounds and textures of Ukraine for the novel I was
writing about Chornobyl.
First, though, there was the matter of
my assimilation into a post-Soviet
Ukrainian lifestyle that includes daunting shortages of basic sundries an
American is used to – sugar, spices,
aspirin, vitamins, toilet paper – and the
shortages a writer would be especially
sensitive about – paper, pens and real
whole-bean coffee.
All of my students’ accounts of their
Chornobyl experiences were similar:
initial disbelief that anything serious
had happened, followed by growing
suspicion of a typical Soviet cover-up,
and finally anguished panic as nearly
everyone tried to leave Kyiv. Those left
behind were told to combat the radiation by thoroughly washing their
clothes and themselves – hard to do in
a city where, in normal times, hot
water is regularly shut off without
warning.
Some of my students bravely
offered to accompany me on a visit to
Chornobyl. Public transportation in
Ukraine is sporadic at best and always
unreliable, so I hired a private car and
driver. We had no official permission to
enter the “dead zone,” but I wasn’t
going to pay the $500 our driver
demanded. We managed to coax him to
take us for a more reasonable rate,
which included my Swatch watch.
The trip, though brief, was tantalizing in what it suggested. Outside the
Kyiv city limits, we drove in maddening circles, wasting expensive gasoline,
before we reached the dense forests
and, finally, tiny villages where abandoned homes and fallow lands formed
the depressing landscape.
But, every now and then, in the hazy
distance, I thought I saw a thin spiral of
smoke floating from the chimney of a
dilapidated house. There were a few
souls alive here. Were they the old people I had read about, the displaced elderly who had returned to their contaminated homes because they had nowhere
else to live?
That day, though, the only living

creatures we saw were two waddling
geese on a dirt road and the policeman
who pulled us over. “You came all the
way here to get cancer?” he growled.
“Get out of here before you get sick.”
In 1995 I returned to Kyiv to visit
my students. It was mid-September –
potato-harvesting time, when nearly
everyone in the country goes out to
help harvest the precious potatoes. My
students informed me that even the
lands abandoned by the Chornobyl
evacuees were planted with potatoes
and other vegetables. No matter how
dangerous the soil, the people must
take the chance.
Despite government claims to the
contrary, Chornobyl’s radiation
remains a persistent blight. And
because Ukraine’s economic situation
has worsened since its independence
eight years ago, plans to shut
Chornobyl down in 2000 may have to
be canceled. The new government says
it cannot yet break its dependence on
nuclear energy without Western aid.
Money is also urgently needed to fix
the leaking makeshift structure meant
to contain the remains of the exploded
reactor.
It is now admitted that leukemia and
other radiation-related diseases have
increased dramatically. In fact, most
people seem to be suffering from general bad health, a condition the
Ukrainian media has nicknamed
“Chornobyl AIDS” – a breakdown of
the immune system that’s believed to
be a result of radiation, pollution,
depression, poverty, stress, corruption
and alcoholism. In a country where
doctors demand bribes, medicines are
sold on the black market, and the people never have enough food, heat or
money, it’s easy to understand the
physical and spiritual exhaustion of the
Ukrainian population.
I worried about how wan my students looked. “Don’t worry,” they tried
to reassure me, the coddled American.
“We’re used to it. And anyway, it’ll
pass.”
I am awed by their resiliency and
saddened by their forced cheerfulness.
I wonder what other tragedies Ukraine
will face in its struggles to survive.

Irene Zabytko

THE UKRAINIAN WEEKLY

Tim Dunlap

Visit our archive on the Internet at:
http://www.ukrweekly.com/
and check out our Special Issues section to see materials
published on the 10th anniversary of the Chornobyl disaster.
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This guest editorial is written by Alex Kuzma, an attorney who is the executive
director of the Children of Chornobyl Relief Fund.

Though it is a work of fiction, Irene Zabytko’s novel “The Sky Unwashed” reminds
us how great literature can sometimes get to the truth of a historic event in a way that
narrowly focused research and scholarly writing cannot. Through the eyes of an elderly survivor, Ms. Zabytko’s new book tells the story of Chornobyl as it impacted the
lives of thousands of families in Ukraine. The novel brings to life those terrible days in
the spring of 1986 when entire communities were uprooted, when hundreds of thousands of children, emergency workers and unsuspecting villagers were exposed to
potentially lethal doses of radioactive fallout.
Ms. Zabytko captures the gnawing and maddening uncertainty that still plagues
Chornobyl’s survivors as they struggle to piece their lives together.
Fourteen years after the fact, the world still knows precious little about the overall
impact of Chornobyl. We know that the accident released more than 185 million
curies of radiation over a heavily populated area. We know that thyroid cancer among
children has exploded to level 10 times higher than normal in Ukraine, and in some
areas, more than 80 times higher than normal. We know that the accident has caused
significant chromosome damage and that birth defects have doubled since 1986.
Beyond that, Chornobyl remains shrouded in mystery and speculation.
Whom do we trust to tell us the truth about Chornobyl? Part of the fallout from the
disaster has been a growing distrust of the scientific community that controls most of
the government research monies designated for the study of Chornobyl health effects.
In 1998 Dr. Bruce Wachholz, a once respected research director with the National
Cancer Institute, admitted in Congressional hearings that he had concealed evidence
of a large increase in thyroid cancer among Americans living downwind from the
Atomic Test Site in Nevada. These revelations came about after members of Congress
began asking for an explanation of the discrepancy between thyroid cancer rates in the
wake of Chornobyl and U.S. bomb tests. In his half-hearted apology, Dr. Wachholz
told Congress that he “didn’t think the public would be terribly interested” in his findings.
From the very beginning, Western researchers associated with the International
Atomic Energy Agency have been in the thick of the Chornobyl cover-up. They have
betrayed a clear bias in minimizing the impact of Chornobyl and ridiculing the victims
for their “hysteria” and “radiophobia.” Even after they were roundly embarrassed by
their failure to identify an obvious increase in thyroid cancer in children, scientists like
Dr. Wachholz have stonewalled the public and maintained an arrogant, “know-it-all”
posture regarding other health effects that have never been fully investigated.
We need to remember that radioactive iodine 131 was only one of many fission byproducts that were spewed out of the Chornobyl reactor in massive quantities. As long
as researchers continue to ignore, deny or cover up reports of any health effects
beyond thyroid cancer, we may never know the full dimensions of this disaster.
The debate over Chornobyl’s effects will continue for many years to come,
and compromised experts may cling to the fantasy that the current health crisis in
Ukraine and Belarus is nothing more than a symptom of a failing economy. Ms.
Zabytko’s book reminds us that behind the blur of statistics and sterile academic
discussions, there are real people who are living and dying proof of Chornobyl’s
lasting legacy. Since these are people and not numbers, it would be irresponsible
for us to wait until some final consensus has been reached. It would be perverse
(Continued on page 16)
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Turning the pages back...

Four years ago, on the occasion of the 10th anniversary of
the Chornobyl nuclear disaster, we at The Ukrainian Weekly
published a series of special issues devoted to that topic. In
the first issue of that series we published an article titled “The
Facts About the Aftermath” by Dr. David R. Marples of the University of Alberta.
Following are excerpts.
***

1996

The disaster at Chornobyl on April 26, 1986, contaminated an area of about
100,000 square miles. This area encompassed about 20 percent of the territory of
Belarus; about 8 percent of Ukraine; and about .5 to 1 percent of the Russian
Federation. All together the area is approximately the size of the state of Kentucky, or
of Scotland and Northern Ireland combined. The most serious radioactive elements to
be disseminated by the accident were iodine-131, cesium-137 and strontium-90.
Ten years after the event, Chornobyl remains shrouded in controversy as to its
immediate and long-term effects. The initial explosion and graphite fire killed 31
operators, firemen and first-aid workers, and saw several thousand hospitalized. Over
the summer of 1986 and in the period 1986-1990 it also caused high casualties among
clean-up workers. According to recent statistics from the Ukrainian government, over
5,700 “liquidators” have died – the majority young men in their 20s. A figure of
125,000 deaths issued by Ukraine’s Ministry of Health appears to include all subsequent deaths, natural or otherwise, of those living in the contaminated zone of
Ukraine.
According to specialists from the World Health Organization, the only discernible
health impact of the high levels of radiation in the affected territories has been the
dramatic rise in thyroid gland cancer among children. The comment appears unwarranted in light of regional research. In Belarus, for example, a study of 1994 noted
that congenital defects in the areas with a cesium content of the soil of 1-5 curies per
(Continued on page 10)
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EASTER PASTORAL

May the Risen Christ dwell in your hearts
Year 2000 Pastoral Letter for the
Feast of the Resurrection of Our Lord

To the Reverend Clergy, the Venerable
Monastic Orders and Our Beloved
Faithful:
Peace in the Lord and our archiepiscopal blessing!
Christ Is Risen!
In the Acts of the Martyrs, written in
the third century, we are told that when
St. Marina, a martyr in Antioch, was
brought to judgement because she professed the Christian faith forbidden by
the Emperor Diocletian, the magistrate
maliciously declared, “What nonsense to
acknowledge a person as God who was
so shamefully crucifixed on a cross.”
St. Marina questioned him, “And how
do you know that He was crucified?”
The magistrate replied, “From your own
Gospels, which you regard as holy
texts.”
St. Marina responded, “Yes, that is so!
We regard the Gospels as holy books.
Nevertheless, the same Gospels that tell
us that Christ was crucified on a cross,
testify to this also, that on the third day
He rose from the dead. By dying on the
cross, he confirmed that He was indeed a
human being: but by His resurrection
from the dead, He clearly proved that He
is indeed God. This is why we acknowledge Him as our God and gladly offer
our earthly life, to live with Him forever.”
Beloved in Christ! The glorious
Resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ,
proclaimed unanimously by all four
Evangelists, constitutes the basis of our
faith, and establishes the undeniable fact
that Christ is truly “the Son of God, and
that through this belief you may have life
in His name.” (Jn. 20:30). The great mystery of the Resurrection is thereby inseparably united with the mystery of the
incarnation of the Son of God. In reality
the resurrection is the fulfillment of the
mystery of the incarnation, when God
became man, and of “all that Jesus did
and taught” (Acts 1:1). “He became the
source of eternal salvation for all who
obey Him.” (Heb. 5:9)
During His earthly life, Jesus Christ
readily called Himself “the Son of Man”
(Jn. 3:13), as the prophets so identified
the promised Messiah (Daniel 7:13).
Nevertheless, on other occasions, He
also proclaimed “I am the Son of God”
(Jn. 10:36). Through the multitude of
miracles He performed during His
earthly life, He provides unequivocal
proof that in Him “dwells the whole
fullness of the deity bodily” (Col. 2:9).
The holy Apostles, therefore, as eyewitness to His many miracles, time and
again acknowledge that He was “truly
the Son of God” (Mt. 14:33). One of the
clearest professions of faith is made by
St. Peter, when he says to Jesus “You
are the Messiah, the Son of the living
God” (Mt 16:16).
Despite all the miracles that Christ
performed in the presence of so many
witnesses, the Scribes and Pharisees did
not believe that “He was sent by God”
(Jn. 11:42); they still demanded a “sign
from heaven” (Mt. 16:1), something
extraordinary, something hitherto not
seen. Our Divine Savior assured them
that the extraordinary “sign from heaven” for them would be His Resurrection
from the dead, which He called “the
sign of Jonah” (Lk. 11:39). He
explained, “Just as Jonah was in the
belly of the whale three days and three
nights, so will the Son of Man be in the
heart of the earth three days and three
nights” (Mt. 12:40). And then, he stated

“on the third day He will rise from the
dead” (Lk. 9:22). In our Easter
Resurrectional Matins, we remember
this prophecy by singing, “On the third
day, as Jonah came from the whale, you
arose from the grave” (Irmos of the 6th
ode).
Jesus Christ stressed that His
Resurrection from the dead must be
regarded as the most important proof of
His divinity and, therefore, whenever He
predicted His sufferings, He always
assured His apostles that “on the third
day He would rise from the dead” (Lk.
18:33). The high priests and the elders of
the people were well aware of this and,
consequently, when the body of Christ
was placed in the tomb, they sealed the
entrance to the grave and demanded
from Pilate that a guard be placed there,
lest the disciples of Christ “come and
steal Him and say to the people, ‘He has
been raised from the dead.’ ” (Mt. 27:6465).
However, neither the seal nor the
Roman guard at the grave had any effect,
for at dawn on the third day there was a
sudden earthquake and an angel of the
Lord descended from heaven and, sitting
on the stone, proclaimed to the women,
“He has been raised just as he foretold”
(Mt. 28-2-6).
The disciples of Christ are truly the
infallible witnesses to His Resurrection.
After He rose from the dead, “for many
days He appeared to them” (Acts 13:31),
confirming thereby that He was truly the
Son of God. Everyone, therefore, “who
believes in Him may have eternal life,
and I shall raise Him on the last day” (Jn.
6:49). Together with St. Paul, we may
likewise proclaimed, “I know Him in
whom I have believed” (2 Tim 1:12), for
the Risen Christ becomes “the
Resurrection and the life” (Jn. 11:25), for
all of us who believe in Him.
In light of the Resurrection of Christ,
our death, like the death of Jesus Christ,
also appears as “pascha,” that is, the new
passover, a passover from death to eternal life. In the Easter season we joyfully
sing the “hymn of the triumph” over
death, for by His death Christ “conquered death” and “brought us from
death to life, from earth to heaven”
(Paschal canon). Therefore, St. Paul
appropriately calls Christ, “our paschal
lamb” (1 Cor. 5:7), Who having risen
from the dead, assures us, “I live and you
shall live!” (Jn. 14:19).
The resurrection of Our Lord Jesus
Christ thus fills our hearts with new hope
of eternal life in heaven. We express this
hope in concluding our Creed with these
words, “I look for the resurrection of the
dead and the life of the world to come.
Amen” (The Creed). May our daily
prayer always include the prayer of St.
Macrina, “I thank you, Lord, that You
freed us from the fear of death, and made
the end of our earthly life the beginning
of the true life, the eternal life”
Beloved in Christ, may the Risen
Christ, dwell in your hearts through
faith” (Eph. 3:17), filling them with joy
and the hope of future life. United in this
belief, may we all share in the glorious
Resurrection of Christ and be born into
eternal life.
Christ is Risen!
† Stephen – Metropolitan-Archbishop
† Walter – Auxiliary Bishop

Given in Philadelphia, at the
Cathedral of the Immaculate Mother of
God, on the day of the Venerable Alexis,
man of God, the 17th day of March in the
Year of Our Lord 2000.
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The things we do...

THE UKRAINIAN WEEKLY

by Orysia Paszczak Tracz

About those Easter baskets
So how and when – and why – do you
bless your Easter basket? Even if you do
not attend church regularly, but are
Ukrainian, chances are you and your
family will be taking a basket of food to
church to be blessed. Whether on Easter
Sunday morning or Easter Saturday
depends on the parish, local traditions
and, usually, whether you are Ukrainian
Catholic or Orthodox.
The “how” is generally the same,
while the “why” is customarily
explained as ”because” – because this is
tradition, and we have always done this
for Easter, and it would not be the same
without it.
I was remembering the first time I had
a basket blessed in Winnipeg after moving here via North Dakota from New
Jersey (long story, some other time). It
was on Easter Saturday, in the afternoon,
and streams of people were carrying baskets towards the church. But what surprised me is that they were going into the
church itself, instead of the church hall
below. It was a beautiful site: all the baskets were lined up along the pews, so that
there was this double row of embroidery,
breads, pysanky and glowing candles
from the back of the church up to the
tetrapod. The same rows repeated along
the side aisles of the church. The priest,
with the diak (cantor) and the altar boys,
walked up and down the aisles, sprinkling the baskets and the people with
holy water, as everyone sang “Khrystos
Voskres!”
Back at St. John the Baptist Parish in
Newark, we took the baskets into the
church hall and placed them on long
tables. The blessing took place in the
hall, also on Easter Saturday afternoon.
In both cities there was this glaring
incongruity since this was Easter
Saturday, the day before Easter, the
plaschanytsia (the Holy Shroud) was displayed in the church. In Newark people
would go upstairs to visit the plaschanytsia before or after the blessing of the baskets. In Winnipeg, you place your basket
at your pew, and then go up to kiss the
plaschanytsia. Then you sing “Khrystos
Voskres!” (Christ is Risen) as the baskets
are blessed. But you come back the next
day, on Easter, for the real “Khrystos
Voskres!”
So how did we get to this and, in
North America, far removed from
Ukraine, why – as the name of this column asks – do we do what we do? I am
fortunate to belong to an amazing group
of people on the Internet, the Folkarts
group (will tell you about this in a future
column). I surveyed the members, asking
how, where and when they bless their
baskets, how they are decorated and
other details. From the replies received,
we see that traditions continue and
evolve, and that everything old is new
again. What was interesting for me was
that none of the respondents mentioned
whether the parish was Catholic or
Orthodox, as if either this were a given,
or did not matter.
The constant is that Ukrainians bless
baskets at Eastertime, the foods blessed
are the same all over, and then Easter
morning, after the Resurrection liturgy,
the family gathers for a special breakfast,
roz-hoviny.
What is different is that in most
Ukrainian Catholic parishes, except for
the new very traditional ones, the bless-

ings take place on Easter Saturday, in
shifts. In Winnipeg it is usually between
1 p.m. and 5 p.m., every hour on the
hour. You have to come a good 15 to 20
minutes before the hour, as the other shift
of folks is leaving, because the church is
packed with people (some of whom have
not been in church since the last Easter
Saturday). I have not had anyone explain
when the Saturday blessings first started,
but it must have been for convenience.
Lubomyr
Onyshkevych
of
Lawrenceville, N.J., and Dora
Horbachevsky of Philadelphia reminded
me of a tradition from the 1950s, when
the priest would come to your home on
Easter Saturday to bless the food. But
this custom must have fallen by the wayside when, with the number of parishioners, the poor pastor would still have
been blessing into Providna Nedilia the
next Sunday.
Ukrainian Orthodox parishes usually
begin their Resurrection liturgies at midnight, and bless the baskets afterwards.
From Houston I received two replies,
both from women who were not native
Texans, Larisa Streeter from Argentina
via California, and Olia Holowka Palmer,
originally from Cleveland (who says she
is “grateful that in Houston she never has
to wear her winter coat over her Easter
outfit.” Oh, Olia, and what do we do in
Winnipeg on an early Easter?)
Ms. Streeter writes: “When we get to
church on Saturday night (before midnight), we all place our baskets on the
table in the church hall. Liturgy starts at
about midnight. We’ve always had our
Velykden service at midnight, both in the
United States and in Argentina. Used to
be everybody went home after the blessing to roz-hovliatysia [i.e., break the
fast]. Our family still does that. However,
because many people at our church live
so far away, for the last several years the
roz-hovliania has taken place in the
church hall immediately after the blessing of the baskets. The atmosphere is
very friendly, happy and sharing, with
everyone exchanging chunks of homemade or store-bought kovbasa, having
‘egg-wars’ and pouring a glass of wine
for their neighbors. People don’t go
home until 5 or 6 in the morning.”
I am guessing that Ms. Streeter ’s
parish is Orthodox, while Olia’s is
Catholic.
Ms. Palmer writes: “ ‘Here’ in
Houston, where a small parish celebrates
one Easter Sunday liturgy and then blesses baskets afterwards, almost invariably
outdoors, and with the expected prayers
in the usual traditional fashion – depending on the priest’s inclination and the circumstances of the parish – the community meal has been held after the blessing,
or a week later, or two to three weeks
later. I grew up in Cleveland in the 19501960s. Each year of my childhood (that I
remember) Easter baskets were blessed
on Saturday, in two shifts, each one
packed with people. There were the usual
prayers, songs, hahilky, games, etc., but
it all took place on Saturday. The explanation I always got (because, of course, it
isn’t logical to do this on Saturday, and I
seem to have asked about it several years
running) was that there were too many
people to do this on Easter Sunday after
every liturgy. Even on Easter Sunday the
parish had more than one, so the problem
was that blessing the baskets after sunrise
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services would interfere with the next
liturgy.”
Mr. Onyshkevych sure doesn’t mince
words: “Blessing the baskets on Saturday
is ridiculous and certainly not traditional.
How can you sing ‘Khrystos Voskres!’ if
the Bozhyi Hrib [Christ’s Tomb, i.e., the
shroud] is still out in the church?”
He continues: “In the churches where
we go (the old-calendar churches in
Philadelphia, and now in Maryland with
our children) they bless the pasky on
Sunday, after the services. The blessing
takes place preferably outdoors (unless
it’s raining hard). All people stand in a
circle, with the baskets on the ground. A
candle is lit in each basket. The baskets
are very colorful, with embroidered
rushnyky, pysanky, krashanky, etc.
Children and most women, and even
some men, are dressed in folk costumes
(embroidered shirts, keptari – vests). The
priest comes out, with altar boys carrying crosses, incense and candles. He
blesses the baskets in a solemn ceremony and then goes around sprinkling holy
water on the baskets and people, letting
people kiss the cross. All the time,
everybody is singing ”Khrystos
Voskres!” on various melodies (there are
at least a dozen). After that there are usually vesnianky and hahilky, and children’s games. All very spectacular, joyous – the women vie who will have the
prettiest basket and the most magnificent
babka.
“The most memorable Easter of this
type in my life was in 1992 in
Philadelphia. The independence of
Ukraine was brand new and the feeling
of tremendous euphoria was in the air.
The turnout of people for that Easter was
great. ‘Pershyi Velykden na Voli’ [the
first Easter in freedom] in the words of
Ivan Franko. A lot of Americans came to
see the Easter ceremonies (which were
televised on a few channels). The hahilky
were especially well-done that time – a
truly unforgettable event.”
Ms. Horbachevsky adds: “I take a
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walk inside the circle of baskets for a
look. Why should I hide the fact that I
find what’s in the baskets absolutely fascinating. It not only tells what kind of
embroidery or weaving are important in
that home, but also what the different
foods are part of that home’s and region’s
tradition.”
Khrystia Momryk of Ottawa writes
about the new Ukrainian ecumenism
within the Catholic parish: “Our church
follows both the old and new calendars in
English and Ukrainian. You heard me
right, folks! This is how our Sunday
schedule works: 9 a.m. – old calendar,
Ukrainian; 10:30 a.m. – new calendar,
Ukrainian; noon – new calendar, English.
The service that has the most people
attending is the 9 a.m. one. At holiday
times at one service we are still doing our
poklony [Lenten bowing], while at
another one they are singing ‘Khrystos
Voskres!’ We joke about it, complain
about it, but a solution has yet to be
found. As we know, language and religion are very sensitive issues. So Easter
baskets this year will be blessed two
weekends in a row – most people come
on Saturday afternoon or evening, while
a few bring their baskets on Sunday. The
blessing is done in the church hall.”
Andriyanna Czubak writes about the
small old-calendar church she attends in
New York. The blessing takes place on
Sunday morning, after each of the two
services. “The ceremony is outdoors
unless it is raining or extremely windy
(those embroidered rushnyky can really
fly!), otherwise it is held in the basement
of the church,” she notes.
She remembers that she and her sister
had their own miniature versions of the
paska when they got old enough to carry
their own baskets. My three sons also
had their own basket when they were
small, and I baked the babka for their
baskets in the smallest can I could find.
And what is in these glorious baskets?
(Continued on page 19)

The blessing of Easter baskets in Winnipeg in 1986.

Ukrainians resoundingly...
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(Continued from page 1)
ty of making the Constitutional amendments, President Leonid Kuchma told
journalists he is extremely pleased with
the results.
“I can’t help but be happy because
there were just too many insinuations
surrounding the referendum,” said Mr.
Kuchma.
The national poll had caused much
controversy here and in Europe, where
many questioned the constitutionality of
the national poll.
The overwhelming support was a decisive political victory for Mr. Kuchma,
who had faced various and persistent
criticisms in the three months since he
had issued a presidential decree scheduling the national referendum. He was vilified by leftist forces and those opposed to
his policies for having artificially created
through his supporters what he, nonetheless, repeatedly referred to as a popular
initiative. Many experts here believe that
indeed the petition-gathering that led to
the presidential order was not a spontaneous outburst of civic responsibility, but
an organized endeavor by people close to
the presidential administration who
hoped to bring the unwieldy Verkhovna
Rada under control through a popular
vote. Officially nearly 4 million voters
signed petitions calling for a national referendum, which subsequently were certified by Ukraine’s Central Election
Commission.
The president also faced down the
Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of
Europe, which had sent a monitoring committee to determine whether the referendum met European standards. When the
committee, which had been invited to
Ukraine by some members of the
Verkhovna Rada, condemned the referendum as unconstitutional and threatened
Ukraine with sanctions, Mr. Kuchma
answered with a stinging response in
which he accused the PACE of intruding
into the internal affairs of a sovereign
country. However, he assured Europe and
the world that Ukraine would abide by the
decision of its Constitutional Court, which
was still deliberating the issue at the time.
Mr. Kuchma received satisfaction there
as well, when the Constitutional Court
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ruled that four of the six questions listed
in the presidential decree were acceptable.
The court’s decision was in answer to two
separate petitions filed by lawmakers who
asked the court to give an opinion on the
proposals. It also clarified the nature of
the referendum – the issue of whether it
was to be binding or merely consultative –
by stating that the results must be implemented and enforced.
Perhaps the biggest fear held by referendum organizers was that, after all their
efforts and troubles, less than 50 percent
of the electorate would come to the polls,
which would nullify the vote. Their worries were compounded by a late spring.
Many believed that on a warm spring
Sunday many potential voters would opt
to work on their land plots in order to finish spring planting or would simply
decide to relax in the sun after a long
winter, rather than vote.
So referendum organizers took advantage of a vague law on absentee voting
and staged a determined campaign to get
the vote out early. With the Central
Election Commission’s blessing, polling
precincts opened fully 10 days before the
vote, which caused yet another uproar
among opponents of the referendum. But,
as CEC Chairman Mykhailo Riabets
explained during a press conference on
April 14, nothing in the referendum law
specifically explains who qualifies for
absentee voting.
Mr. Riabets said the Ukrainian law
merely states that each individual has the
right to vote early, without the need for
an acceptable reason, if he cannot make
it to the polls the day of the election.
“You may not agree with this, but the
law is the law,” explained Mr. Riabets.
After all was said and done, 79 percent
of Ukrainians had voted by the time the
polls closed the evening of April 16,
exceeding numbers for both the 1998
Verkhovna Rada vote and the presidential
elections last autumn. The CEC determined that 28 percent of Ukraine’s electorate voted before April 16. Most active
in absentee voting were voters in
Dnipropetrovsk, where 47.6 percent voted
early, and in the Donetsk region, where
39.5 percent utilized absentee ballots.
The extraordinary effort to get the vote
out early provided opportunities for voting
fraud, according to some political experts.
There were allegations that school

Turning the pages...

(Continued from page 8)
square kilometer have doubled since 1986, while in areas with over 15 curies, the rise
has been more than eightfold.
Among liquidators, and especially among evacuees, studies have demonstrated a
discernible and alarming rise in morbidity since Chornobyl when compared to the
general level among the population. This applies particularly to circulatory and digestive diseases, and to respiratory problems. Less certain is the concept referred to as
“Chornobyl AIDS,” the rise of which may reflect more attention to medical problems,
better access to health care, or psychological fears and tension among the population
living in contaminated zones. Increases in the incidence of children’s diabetes and
anemia are evident, and again appear much higher in irradiated zones. The connection
between these problems and the rise in radiation content of the soil have yet to be
determined.
To date, the rates of leukemia and lymphoma – though they have risen since the
accident – remain within the European average, though in the upper 75th percentile.
One difficulty here is the unreliability or sheer lack of reporting in the 1970s. The
induction period for leukemia is four to 15 years, thus it appears premature to state, as
have some authorities, that Chornobyl will not result in higher rates of leukemia.
As for thyroid cancer, its development has been sudden and rapid. Today about
1,000 children in Belarus and Ukraine have contracted the disease, and it has yet to
reach its peak. One WHO specialist has estimated that the illness may affect one child
in 10 living in the irradiated zones in the summer of 1986, hence ultimate totals could
reach as high as 10,000. Though the mortality rate from this form of cancer among
children is only about 10 percent, this still indicates a further 1,000 deaths in the
future. Moreover, this form of cancer is highly aggressive and metastasizes rapidly if
not operated upon. The correlation between thyroid gland cancer and radioactive fallout appears clear and is not negated by any medical authority today. ...
... Ultimately, it will be seen that Chornobyl has compounded a health crisis of
extraordinary dimensions. Thyroid gland cancer is proof of the relationship between
the 1986 nuclear disaster and dilemmas faced today by Belarus and Ukraine.
Source: “The Facts About the Aftermath” by David R. Marples, The Ukrainian Weekly, April
21, 1996, Vol. LXIV, No. 16.
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REFERENDUM RESULTS BY REGION

Following is the breakdown of results by region in the voting on four referendum
questions in Ukraine. The questions asked pertained to: 1. granting the president
additional power to dismiss the Verkhovna Rada; 2. limiting national deputies’
immunity from prosecution and arrest; 3. decreasing the number of national
deputies from 450 to 300; and 4. creating a bicameral Parliament.
Oblast

Cherkasy
Chernihiv
Chernivtsi
Dnipropetrovsk
Donetsk
Ivano-Frankivsk
Kharkiv
Kherson
Khmelnytskyi
Kirovohrad
Kyiv
Luhansk
Lviv
Mykolaiv
Odesa
Poltava
Rivne
Sumy
Ternopil
Vinnytsia
Volyn
Zakarpattia
Zaporizhia
Zhytomyr
city of Kyiv
city of Sevastopol
Crimean Auton. Rep.

No. 1

85.75
80.26
90.18
82.51
90.43
95.25
78.74
74.49
83.31
85.36
85.70
86.09
92.70
82.06
86.62
73.02
92.92
89.43
95.12
81.44
90.41
95.89
75.62
85.21
75.86
60.24
70.12

teachers told students to push their parents to vote, and that demands were
made of parents to go to the polls lest
their children not be registered for the
next school year.
National Deputy Petro Symonenko,
leader of the Communist Party, said he
had reports that militia had organized a
door-to-door campaign to ask people to
vote early. At certain factories employees
were told to vote during working hours,
while in Luhansk the government told
factory managers to document how many
of its workers had voted.
Mr. Symonenko called the referendum “a step towards dictatorship and
the liquidation of democratic norms.”
The Committee of Ukrainian Voters,
which has earned respect for its monitoring of past Ukrainian votes, also mentioned undue and possibly illegal agitation by government authorities to get out
the vote early.
“Nearly one-third came to vote early
because factory directors, college deans
and school principals put pressure on
voters to vote early,” said Ihor Popov,
director of the Committee of Ukrainian
Voters.
In a press release the election watchdog group went so far as to suggest that a
proper investigation of referendum procedures and tactics could call the referendum results into question, but said that
such an inquiry was unrealistic given the
political climate.
Meanwhile, CEC Chairman Riabets
acknowledged that he had received complaints of undue pressure by government
officials being put on citizens to vote,
which he said would be investigated.
The rousing show of support for the
proposals on the April 16 ballot must
now be ratified by the Verkhovna Rada to
effectively become amendments to the
Constitution. That, however, will not
come easily: first, because the procedure
for amending the Constitution is drawn
out over two legislative sessions and
requires that eventually two-thirds of the
lawmakers must support the separate
amendments as they are finally written;

No. 2

89.12
84.62
91.84
87.23
92.52
95.93
85.69
80.63
87.22
89.94
89.62
91.13
93.87
87.26
90.18
80.27
94.74
92.76
95.69
86.96
92.15
96.62
81.96
89.51
84.97
73.47
81.01

No. 3

89.88
85.77
92.33
88.87
93.18
96.22
87.27
81.75
88.24
90.61
90.28
91.93
94.36
88.27
91.04
81.38
95.20
92.39
96.04
87.61
92.95
96.88
83.57
90.26
86.29
74.20
82.89

No. 4

82.88
77.56
85.66
77.95
89.52
92.15
78.48
72.53
79.59
82.88
81.47
85.86
85.32
80.26
85.24
70.71
89.31
88.25
91.60
79.12
86.50
94.48
72.43
80.58
65.17
61.05
68.16

and second, because many lawmakers
say that at least one of the proposals is so
vague that it will take considerable time
and energy to structure it in a specific
and understandable manner.
National Deputy Leonid Kravchuk, the
first president of Ukraine and currently
head of the majority coalition in the
Parliament, said at a press conference on
April 17 that the question on the president’s power to dismiss the Parliament
should it not pass a budget within 30 days
will cause problems for the lawmakers.
“What if the Verkhovna Rada passes a
budget on the 29th day and submits it to
the president, who then vetoes the bill
because it does not reflect his budget
strategy? A question arises, did the
Verkhovna Rada pass the budget or does
the president’s veto nullify it?”
He said that an associated philosophical question exists as well. What is a
national deputy, who must fulfill the
mandate given to him by his constituency
while supporting the presidential agenda,
to do when the two come into conflict?
Lawmakers will also have trouble
deciding on how to implement the proposal on a bicameral Parliament.
Verkhovna Rada First Vice-Chairman
Viktor Medvedchuk said that much work
would need to be done to construct and
pass an amendment creating a bicameral
legislature.
“The decision of April 16 had a political, not a legal character,” explained Mr.
Medvedchuk. “The answer ‘yes’ did not
create anything.” He said that now the
lawmakers need to pass from 32 to 40
laws to lay the groundwork for the constitutional amendment.
President Kuchma is expected to submit draft laws to the Verkhovna Rada and
his recommendations within days after
the official results of the referendum are
published. The Verkhovna Rada plans to
discuss the bills and vote on their wording during this session, which ends in
July. A vote on the final bills will take
place during the following parliamentary
session, as required by the Constitution.
That session begins in September.

Ukrainian Canadians welcome genocide conference
proposed by Prime Minister Yuschenko of Ukraine
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TORONTO – A recent statement by
Ukraine’s prime minister, Viktor
Yuschenko, in Stockholm during the course
of an international forum on the Holocaust,
has met with the approval of Canada’s
Ukrainian community.
Speaking on the January 31, the prime
minister noted that his own father, Andrii,
was a Ukrainian prisoner at the notorious
Nazi concentration camp in Auschwitz (tattoo No. 11367), and recalled that Ukraine’s
losses during World War II were catastrophic.
Furthermore, Mr. Yuschenko pointed out
that during the genocidal Great Famine of
1932-1933 in Soviet Ukraine several million Ukrainians perished. Accordingly, the
prime minister noted, Ukraine is very supportive of the idea of remembering all of
the victims of another genocide, the
Holocaust – a point also made by the president of the World Jewish Congress, Edgar
Bronfman, at an earlier meeting in London
to redress the issue of property taken from
Holocaust victims by the Nazis.
Mr. Yuschenko also commented on the
fact that many Ukrainians who risked their
lives saving Jews during the war years are
remembered along the Aisle of the
Righteous at Yad Vashem in Israel, and he
called for an international forum on the
Great Famine in Ukraine. In addition, the
prime minister expressed support for a proposal to establish a Holocaust museum in
Kyiv.
Dr. Lubomyr Luciuk, director of
research for the Ukrainian Canadian
Civil Liberties Association, said: We
wholeheartedly support Prime Minister
Yuschenko’s call for an international conference to deal with the politically engineered Great Famine of 1932-1933 in

Putin visits Kyiv...

(Continued from page 3)
Kuchma. Afterwards the two leaders decided
to forego the limousines and motorcade and
walk the nearly one-kilometer distance from
the presidential administration building to the
Mariinsky Palace, where meetings of the full
delegations were to take place.
After Mariinsky Palace the Russian president made a brief stop at the Monastery of the
Caves. There Mr. Putin was confronted by a
demonstrator carrying a placard that read:
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Stalinist-era Ukraine. We hope the government of Ukraine will sooner rather
than later dedicate significant resources
toward the development of a national
Famine-Genocide Memorial Museum in
Kyiv.”
“What happened to Ukrainians under
Soviet rule, and who was responsible for
the many horrors that befell Ukraine during
the Communist terror, should never be forgotten, even if there does not seem to be
much political will for bringing those
responsible and their collaborators to justice,” he continued.
“We also welcome the prime minister’s
appreciation of the fact that many millions
of Ukrainians suffered under Nazi oppression, including his own father, a victim of
Auschwitz. Proposals for a Holocaust
museum in Kyiv should be seriously considered, but only if they are inclusive,
recalling the many different peoples and
nations who suffered during the Nazi terror,” Dr. Luciuk said.
He added: “As for the prime minister’s
positive remarks about the hallowing of the
memory of righteous gentiles, that statesmanlike acknowledgement is something
we would hope he would further elaborate
upon, perhaps by calling upon the righteous
in Israel to finally honor the great
Metropolitan Andrey Sheptytsky of Lviv, a
prince of the Ukrainian Catholic Church
who personally rescued Ukrainian Jews
during the war years when discovery carried a death sentence. His undeniable
record of valor is, sadly and inexplicably,
still not fully recognized in Israel or in
institutions like the Washington Holocaust
Memorial Museum. Comprehending the
lessons of history requires remembering all
of it.”

“Put the murderers of Chechens on trial!” The
Russian president walked up to the demonstrator and with a pen added his own inscription to the sign which read “Russia and
Chechnya together against terrorism and
extremism.” He then asked the demonstrator,
“Can we agree on that?”
Mr. Putin ended his stay in Ukraine with a
visit to the Crimean city of Sevastopol, where
the Ukrainian navy and the Russian Black
Sea Fleet are based in close proximity. It was
the first visit to the city by a Russian president.
Mr. Putin boarded the Ukrainian flagship
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Canada imposes duty on steel plates

OTTAWA – The Canadian Agency for Tariffs and Duties imposed a 136 percent antidumping duty on steel plates made in Ukraine, Brazil, Finland, Indonesia and Thailand. For
India’s Sail Company the duty is 16 percent, and 36 percent for other Indian producers.
Sanctions were introduced following a complaint by Canadian companies Stelco and
Algoma. The dumping mark-up was set at 53 percent by the Canadian agency. Customs
statistics show Ukrainian companies exported 3,571 tons of hot-rolled plate to Canada
worth $1 million (U.S.) in 1999. (Eastern Economist)

Foreign trade increases over last year

KYIV – The total volume of Ukraine’s foreign trade in the first two months of this year
was $4.263 billion (U.S.), an increase of 23.5 percent compared to the same period in 1999.
Imports were $2.389 billion (U.S.), while exports made up $1.874 billion (U.S.), reported
the State Statistics Committee. There was trade with 146 countries. Ukraine’s exports were
as follows: to Russia, 19.8 percent; Turkey, 7.1 percent; the United States, 6.5 percent;
China, 5.8 percent; Germany, 4.9 percent; Italy, 4.5 percent; Poland, 3.4 percent; Bulgaria,
2.8 percent. Imports were from: Russia, 53.8 percent; Germany, 5.8 percent; Switzerland,
4.2 percent; Turkmenistan, 3.2 percent; the United States, 2.7 percent; Belarus, 2.3 percent;
and Kazakstan and Poland, 2 percent each. (Eastern Economist)

Mitsubishi dealer opens new showroom

KYIV – A new automobile showroom called Niko-Ukraina, the official distributor of
Mitsubishi Motors in Ukraine, was opened in January in Kyiv. The facility includes a service center and a bar-restaurant. (Eastern Economist)

Albright in Kyiv...

(Continued from page 3)
timetable. He explained that plans must
be drawn up by a government commission charged with overseeing the closure
of the nuclear complex. And, he insisted
again, as he has done publicly several
times recently, that Western countries
must make specific commitments and
fulfill promises to aid Ukraine.
Ms. Albright told journalists later in
the day that the Berlin donors’ conference
will supply the necessary resources to
resolve the problems Ukraine still faces

Sahaidachny and visited the Russian sailors
aboard the cruiser Moscow. Although relations between the two fleets have remained
strained from top to bottom, the two presidents decided not to accent the problems.
Instead they emphasized the need for closer
ties in military cooperation in training and
maneuvers, and in the development of military technology.
Mr. Kuchma said that he and Mr. Putin
witnessed for themselves how well the two
fleets are capable of working together. “Their
desire to cooperate was obvious to the naked
eye,” said President Kuchma.

Efrem Lukatsky

President Leonid Kuchma (second from left) talks to Russia's Foreign Affairs Minister Igor Ivanov (right), as Russian
President-elect Vladimir Putin (second from right) listens during their talks in Kyiv.

in shutting down the nuclear facility.
Even though Chornobyl took the forefront in talks with Mr. Kuchma, the main
point of Ms. Albright’s visit, according
to the State Department, was to encourage further economic reforms in
Ukraine, which she did.
She explained that she was especially
pleased with the current reforms the
government is pursuing and praised
President Kuchma for the impetus he has
provided.
“The United States strongly supports
the economic reform policies of the president and prime minister. The success of
reform here is crucial for Ukraine’s ability to create a prosperous future for its
people,” Ms. Albright told journalists.
The secretary of state also expressed
approval for the cooperation the National
Bank of Ukraine was providing the
International Monetary Fund in the
investigation of alleged improprieties in
the way the NBU used IMF money in
1996.
“It has been noted by them and by us
that there has been excellent cooperation,” said Ms. Albright. “Transparency
is the word of the day.”
This was the second visit to Ukraine
by Ms. Albright, who last was in Kyiv in
March 1998 to convince Ukraine to end
a support program for the development
of an Iranian nuclear reactor.
Earlier this year Ms. Albright named
Ukraine, along with Colombia, Indonesia
and Nigeria, as countries that are to
receive special attention and U.S. aid in
2000.
Between meetings with President
Kuchma, Prime Minister Viktor
Yuschenko and Foreign Affairs Minister
Borys Tarasyuk, Ms. Albright laid a
wreath at a cross-shaped monument to
the estimated 6 million victims who
perished during Stalin-created Great
Famine. Afterwards she told journalists
that for her it was an emotional
moment.
“Chornobyl was a dark stain on the
bleak history of the Soviet era. But even
darker crimes were perpetrated under
Stalin,” said Ms. Albright. “My family
was fortunate enough to escape
Communism. Millions of Ukrainian children, women and men were not so
lucky.”
Secretary of State Albright also met
with U.S. businessmen and took part in a
special television program on democracy
in the early evening before flying on to
Astana, Kazakstan, the first of several
Central Asian capitals she was to visit.

Roman Rudnytsky concludes West African tour
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YOUNGSTOWN, Ohio – Internationally known concert
pianist Roman Rudnytsky completed a concert tour in March in
a very unusual area of the world for classical music: West
Africa. He gave nine recitals in six countries of the
Francophone area under the sponsorship of the U.S. embassies
in those countries.
These performances took place in the capital cities of: Chad
(N’ Djamena), Benin (Cotonou), Guinea (Conakry), Togo
(Lomé), Burkina Faso (Ouagadougou) and Mali (Bamako). Mr.
Rudnytsky also spent a day in Dakar, Senegal, and briefly
touched down in several other countries of the region, including
the Central African Republic, Cameroon, Ivory Coast, Liberia
and Mauritania.
His recitals were part of the “public diplomacy” activities
that the U.S. State Department actively promotes. Public diplo-

Concert pianist Roman Rudnytsky.
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macy involves an outreach to the host countries, often by providing informal settings where government ministers, other
ambassadors and business leaders can interact without the pressures of formal meetings and negotiations. Concerts and other
cultural events act as catalysts for this type of interaction.
Thus, in every one of these countries where Mr. Rudnytsky
performed, there was at least one recital organized at the U.S.
ambassador’s residence for a specially invited audience. However
in N’Djamena, Conakry, and Ouagadougou, there were also
recitals arranged for a more general public, and these were held at
the local French Cultural Centers.
The United States Information Service (USIS) previously
fulfilled these types of public diplomacy activities, but in a government reorganization it was abolished as a separate agency
and its functions were absorbed directly into the State
Department. This change occurred by the beginning of October
1999. Over a 15-year period (1984 to 1998) Mr. Rudnytsky had
played many concerts and conducted many masterclasses under
the auspices of the USIS in 17 countries, with repeat visits in
several of these.
Mr. Rudnytsky also had a short concert trip to Britain at the
beginning of April.
On April 2 Mr. Rudnytsky gave a recital in Parma for the
Cleveland-area Ukrainian community in support of a charity for
blind children in Lviv.
At the beginning of May, he will once again travel to Great
Britain to play recitals in the Isles of Scilly and in Scotland. On
May 12 he will play a recital in Honolulu. At the end of the
month he will travel to Venezuela to perform as soloist with the
orchestras of the cities of Maracaíbo and Mérida. With both
orchestras, he will perform the two piano concertos of Maurice
Ravel.
Concerts coming up later in the year will include his seventh
New Zealand tour (late July to mid-August), followed by
recitals on several Pacific islands of Micronesia including
Saipan and Majuro. He will perform in Britain again in late
September and fulfill his eighth tour in Chile in late Octoberearly November. He will also play recitals on cruises of the
British P&O company during June and December.
For 2001 he plans concert tours in such places as Malaysia,
the Philippines, Brunei, Australia and the Channel Islands of
Great Britain. He will also do another African tour due to the
reinvitations he received after the one last month.
Mr. Rudnytsky continues to serve on the piano faculty of
the Dana School of Music of Youngstown State University,
which presented him the “Distinguished Professor Award” in
1990.
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Szporluk’s new book
of poetry earns
Iowa Prize for 1999

IOWA CITY, Iowa — Larissa
Szporluk’s new collection of short lyric
poems, “Isolato,” was recently awarded
the Iowa Poetry Prize for 1999 by the
University of Iowa Press.
Ms. Szporluk’s latest poems are
referred to as a “break from the contemporary preoccupation with autobiography, (whose voices are) held together by
language rather than a sustained narrative or plot. Yet the narrative fragments
clearly evoke certain themes and moods:
interaction of and struggle between the
human and natural world; violence, particularly against women and children;
alienation and betrayal; the mysteries of
the universe, God, and death; and, of
course, poetry itself.”
(Continued on page 19)

Artist participates in millennium project Concert benefits U. of Pittsburgh
at the Museum for Textiles in Toronto
Ukrainian Scholarship Fund
by Oksana Zakydalsky

TORONTO – Part of the exhibition
“Janet Morton: Wool World” at the
Museum for Textiles in Toronto (March
11-July 2) sought to retell history through
personal stories and historic events.
Ms. Morton extended an open invitation for contributions of knitted squares,
each to be inscribed with a date of personal or historical importance, along with
the story of the significance of that date.
She wrote: “the purpose of this project is

to mark the passage into a new century,
using wool to tell stories; to reflect,
record and celebrate the events in our
lives, to ‘cast off’ the passing century.”
Sophia Lada, a Toronto-based visual
artist, inspired by her interest in stamp
collecting, contributed a knitted square
incorporating the millennium hologram
stamp issued by Canada Post. The stamp
features a peace dove moving in an
upward flight as the year 1999 changes
into 2000.

Oksana Zakydalsky

Sophia Lada in front of the wall displaying some of the over 300 knitted squares
that celebrate the passing of a century.

by Tatiana Zadony

PITTSBURGH – The University of
Pittsburgh held a concert benefiting the
Ukrainian Scholarship Fund on Sunday,
April 2, featuring Jaropolk Lassowsky,
and pianist Oksana Lassowsky. The
father-daughter team performed songs by
Ukrainian composers, as well as pieces by
other famous classical composers.
The pair performed Ukrainian dance
pieces such as Kozachok, Black Sea
Dance, Zaporozhian Kozak and Hopak,
composed by Semen Hulak-Artemovsky.
They performed two pieces composed by
Myroslav Skoryk: “Hurdy-Gurdy Man”
and “Melody.” Ms. Lassowsky performed
a piano solo, “Sketch in the Dorian
Mode,” composed by Mykola Lysenko.
The Lassowskys wanted to perform a
mix of classical standards, as well as
songs by Ukrainian composers. They performed “Playera” and “Romanza
Andaluza,” composed by Pablo de
Sarasate, and “Variations on La Folia” by
Arcangelo Corelli. Also, each musician
played a classical solo piece: Ms.
Lassowsky “Fantasia” by Wolfgang
Amadeus Mozart, Prof. Lassowsky a viola
solo “Arpeggione,” composed by Franz
Schubert.
Prof. Lassowsky, who has played the
violin for over 44 years, holds a Ph.D. in
music theory from Ohio State University
and is an associate professor of music at
Clarion University. He has played in various cities across the United States, including Philadelphia, Pittsburgh, Toronto,

New York and Buffalo, and has also been
a member of the New Jersey Symphony
Orchestra, the New Hampshire Music
Festival Orchestra and the Columbus
Symphony Orchestra. He said this musical
path helped shape his daughter’s interest
in music, even though she liked the piano
very much from the beginning. “She made
time for it by graduating high school at 15
and college at 18,” said Mr. Lassowsky.
Ms. Lassowsky holds a Ph.D. in mathematics from Penn State University and is a
researcher in mathematics for the U.S.
government. She is an active member of
Plast and has three children. Ms.
Lassowsky has been playing the piano for
over 20 years.
She and her father played together at
home, and she accompanied him at
numerous faculty recitals and student
recitals. “Basically, it started at home and
spilled over into a public venue,” said Mr.
Lassowsky.
The father-daughter pair communicate
in a common musical language: they
know each other’s playing styles. But distance keeps the pair from practicing
together as much as they would like. Since
they live 300 miles apart, scheduling time
to practice has become harder to do.
Project
coordinator
Kateryna
Dowbenko asked the pair to perform at
the University of Pittsburgh. She was
inspired by Ms. Lassowsky’s response
that we have to help our community preserve our culture here in the United States,
(Continued on page 19)
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Cheres: toe-tapping melodies

The Hutsuls, the highlanders who live in the Carpathian
Mountain region of southwestern Ukraine, are bold, boisterous, energetic, creative and musically ingenious. These
characteristics were very much in evidence when the
Cheres Ukrainian folk ensemble of New York gave a concert at the Ukrainian Institute of America recently, whooping it up for all the world as though the musicians were
playing at a village wedding in Ukraine.
Cheres director Andriy Milavsky, who at age 5 used to
play in his grandfather’s band at weddings in western
Ukraine, injected a wealth of personal charm and remarkable musical skills to the dual role of master of ceremonies
and performer. As the seven-man orchestra tossed off swirls
of toe-tapping melodies (often at mind-numbing speed),
Mr. Milavsky swung nonchalantly from one native woodwind instrument to another: the 12-foot-long trembita, the
clarinet, a variety of flutes, including a double flute, the
“zozulka” (ocarina) and the tiny drymba, a horseshoeshaped metallic instrument that is held between the teeth
while a metallic inner strip is twanged with a forefinger.
With the last instrument, Mr. Milavsky paused to make it
clear that the name commonly given to the drymba – Jew’s
harp – is not correct. “It should be jaw’s harp,” he pointed
out,” because it is played in the jaw.”
The Cheres band encompasses the talents of Petro
Horbaniuk (tsymbaly), Valeriy Zhmud (violin), Ihor Makar
(viola), Peter Stan and Roman Golynsky (accordions), and
Oleh Ivanyschuk (bass). The “bilyi holos” (white sound)
village voice of soprano Tania Vilkha was featured in several numbers.
Founded in Kyiv in 1990, Cheres is now based in New
York and concertizes actively on the East Coast, with many
appearances and a recent CD (“Cheres: From the
Mountains to the Steppe”) to its credit. Mr. Milavsky’s
hope is to put together a Ukrainian show involving dance,
song and music. What a fabulous idea!

Intuitive art, modern poetry

Artists, in the main, hew to one theme or subject in their
paintings. Volodymyr Kovalchuk seems to have his
predilection, too – wide-eyed llamas and graceful ballet
dancers – until you scan his work closely and note that he
includes other subjects as well.
It all jibes when you read his bio and learn that he has
been doing stage designs and lighting for years, producing
more than 100 set designs in a variety of theaters in Europe,
the United States and Canada. His most recent set/lighting
design was an assignment for a production of
Dostoyevsky’s “Dream of Pride” for Montreal’s
Infinitheatre.
Mr. Kovalchuk’s quixotic portraits of long-necked llama
heads on women’s shoulders and a painting of a man’s head
and torso on the body of a rooster caught viewers’ eyes during a weeklong exhibit at the Ukrainian Institute of
America. Easier to understand and assimilate were his portrayals of composer Herbert von Karajan and ballet dancers
Maya Plisetskaya and Vladimir Malakhov; as the viewer’s
eyes adjusted to hazy overlays of color, figures came into
distinct focus.
A native of Volodymyr Volynsky, Ukraine, the artist
studied at the Dnipropetrovsk College of Art and the
Academy of Art in Latvia. An artist, set designer and
teacher based in Toronto, he says his philosophical
approach to painting entails the creation of an “ironic dialogue” between classical European academic tradition and
the intuitive use of color and light.
The opening of Mr. Kovalchuk’s show featured reading
in Ukrainian and English from Yuriy Tarnawsky’s second
published volume of collected poetry “Yikh Nemaye”
(They Don’t Exist), with the author himself officiating as
reader. Mr. Tarnawsky and Bohdan Boychuk, his colleague
in the avant-garde group of Ukrainian emigré writers, the
New York Group, discussed the book following the reading.
Mr. Tarnawsky, a member of the New York Group,
Fiction Collective, a group of avant-garde American writers, and of the Association of the Writers of Ukraine, has
published 19 books of poetry, seven plays and three novels
in Ukrainian and English. The set/lighting design for his
play “Not Medea” produced by Mabou Mines/Suite in New
York in 1998, was executed by Mr. Kovalchuk.
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appropriate selection as a tribute to Mrs. Fedoriw’s father,
the late Wolodymyr Trytjak, violinist, choir director and
music teacher in Ukraine, Germany, Paraguay and the
United States, and composer of marches and popular music,
including “Dvi Zironky Moyi” (Two Stars of Mine) and
“Autumn.”
In the hands of Messrs. Mazurkevich and Vynnytsky, the
three sonatas – No. 1 in G Major, Op. 78, No. 2 in A Major,
Op. 100, and No. 3 in D Minor, Op. 108 – gleamed like
sparkling jewels. Sweet, lyrical passages gave way to livelier, more forceful tempos, then slowed and mellowed into
beautiful harmonies. The final sonata ended with an energetic and dramatic flourish.
Mr. Mazurkevich, who studied with the legendary David
Oistrakh, is a former member of the Kyiv State
Conservatory faculty who concertized throughout the former Soviet Union and Europe. Upon emigrating to Canada
in 1975, he joined the faculty of music at the University of
Western Ontario. Since 1977 he has been performing with
the Toronto Symphony Orchestra and major orchestras in
North America and Europe, and giving solo performances
around the world. He was appointed professor of violin at
Boston University in 1985.
Mr. Vynnytsky, whose fresh and penetrating reading of
scores has been praised by both audiences and critics, has
performed with leading orchestras in Ukraine, Poland and
the United States. He has appeared with such noted chamber ensembles as the Leontovych String Quartet and the
Lysenko String Quartet, and has collaborated with sopranos
Oksana Krovytska of the New York City Opera and Maria
Stefiuk of the Kyiv State Opera. An acclaimed performer at
music festivals in Connecticut, New York and California,
Mr. Vynnytsky has been the artistic advisor and resident
pianist of the Music and Art Center of Greene County since
1996. Winner, in tandem with cellist Vagram Saradjian, of
the Distinguished Artists Award in New York, he is visiting
member of the piano faculty at the State University of New
York in Purchase.

Out of the ordinary

Bandura afficionados and anyone with a penchant for
avant-garde music will certainly want to add this new compact disc to their collections. It’s the first CD recorded by
the Experimental Bandura Trio, a group of exemplary bandura artists who enjoy going beyond the ordinary, namely
Michael Andrec, Julian Kytasty and Jurij Fedynsky.
The threesome unveiled its CD, simply titled
“Experimental Bandura Trio,” in late March before an
exclusive audience in an offset setting, the loft apartment of
Tom O’Horgan, producer of the ground-breaking
Broadway shows “Hair,” “Jesus Christ Superstar” and
“Lenny.”
Surrounded by exotic musical instruments which Mr.
O’Horgan collected during travels around the world and
arrayed on the walls of his loft, the bandurists held the audience spellbound with the contemporary music they have
composed for the bandura. Taking their cue from the Atonal
Etudes 1 and 2 taped in Brooklyn more than 40 years ago
by Dr. Zynovij Shtokalko, one of the 20th century’s great
bandurists, they have come up with atonal compositions
and contemporary arrangements of well-loved Ukrainian
music.
Mesmerizing melodies are featured in Mr. Andrec’s
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by Helen Smindak

“Llama Da Vinci V” (1996, acrylic on canvas) by
Volodymyr Kovalchuk.

“Mosaic” and “Canticle” and Mr. Kytasty’s composition
“Passacaglia,” involving a particular musical form: a
repeating bass line and chord progression that show the
influence of minimalism. The strains of a well-known
Ukrainian Christmas carol are heard in “Nova Radist
Variations;” dance rhythms pervade the music of
“Dumadance,” based on an epic ballad of Ostap Veresai,
the renowned 19th century performer of Ukrainian historic
and epic songs.
Among the 10 selections are the somewhat brooding
“Hunter Nocturne I” and “Hunter Nocturne II,” improvised
by EBT during a recording session last summer at Hunter,
N.Y., and Mr. Kytasty’s magnificent tribute to Dr.
Shtokalko’s atonal experimentation “Dr. Shtok Makes
House Calls.”
Much of the music is performed in rapid-fire style that
produces ripples of notes, involving traditional ways of
strumming the bandura, as well as plucking and tremoloplaying the strings. All of it is easy to absorb and enjoy.
Mr. Kytasty says it’s possible to create a new kind of
music without completely jettisoning traditional methods.
“We’re giving the bandura a new language and exploring a
variety of textures (there’s an incredible potential of richness and color) without any electronic manipulation,” he
explains.
The CD is available at the Surma Book Store in the East
Village and directly from EBT by contacting: Michael
Andrec, 69 Banner St. (second floor), Highland Park, NJ
08904; e-mail, comrevgrd@earthlink.net. In Canada it is
available from Zen Records, 41 Oakwood Ave. S., Port
Credit, Ontario L5G 3L4.

A tribute to the late Wolodymyr Trytjak

The virtuosity of two great artists, pianist Volodymyr
Vynnytsky of New York and violinist Yuri Mazurkevich of
Boston, was combined with emotional Brahms sonatas to
create an evening of lyrically beautiful music for a recent
“Music at the Institute” concert. Sponsored by Dr. Ihor and
Marta Fedoriw of Allentown, Pa., the concert was a most

Helen Smindak

The Experimental Bandura Trio: (from left) Jurij Fedynsky, Julian Kytasty and Michael Andrec.
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CLASSIFIEDS

TO PLACE YOUR ADVERTISEMENT CALL MARIA OSCISLAWSKI, (973) 292-9800 x 3040

SERVICES

PROFESSIONALS

Michael P. Hrycak, Esq.
Attorney at Law

CRIMINAL AND CIVIL MATTERS
TO TRIAL AND APPEAL, COMPUTER LAW
Member of Bar: NJ, NY, CT, DC

316 Lenox Avenue, Westfield, NJ 07090
Office: (908) 789-1870, (732) 627-0517

ATTORNEY

“KARPATY” HANDYMAN

PAINTING • RENOVATION • REPAIRS
INTERIOR/EXTERIOR

Quality work! Reasonable rates!
Quick turnaround!
Free estimates. No job too small.

Vasili Cholak
Tel. (718) 973-6821; Beeper (917) 491-6150

ECONOMY AIRFARES

NYC/Lviv $599
NYC/Kyiv $499
one way $429

+ tax

+ tax

(round trip)
(round trip)

+ tax

Fregata Travel

250 West 57 Street, #1211
New York, NY 10107
Tel.: 212-541-5707 Fax: 212-262-3220
* Restrictions apply

JERRY
KUZEMCZAK
• accidents at work
• automobile accidents
• slip and fall
• medical malpractice

FIRST CONSULTATION IS FREE.
Fees collected only after
personal injury case is successful.

•
•
•
•
•
•

ALSO:
DWI
real estate
criminal and civil cases
traffic offenses
matrimonial matters
general consultation

WELT & DAVID

1373 Broad St, Clifton, N.J. 07013

(973) 773-9800

MERCHANDISE

YEVSHAN

Distributor of fine Ukrainian products - Cassettes, Compact
discs - Videos - Language tapes & Dictionaries - Computer
fonts for PC & MAC - Imported Icons - Ukrainian Stationery
- Cookbooks - Food parcels to Ukraine

Call for a free catalog

1-800-265-9858
VISA - MASTERCARD - AMEX ACCEPTED
FAX ORDERS ACCEPTED (514) 630-9960
BOX 325, BEACONSFIELD, QUEBEC
CANADA - H9W 5T8

MEEST AGENCY

We will pick up parcels from your home
24 hrs/day, 7 days/wk.
The lowest rates to Ukraine
Tel.: (973) 223-8655 or (888) 633-7853

Primak & Co.

Patent and Trademark Agency

CONSULTING IN INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY
AND TECHNOLOGY TRANSFER

www3.sympatico.ca/primak

AçÑêßâ ÇéêéÅÖñú

èðÓÙÂÒ¥ÈÌËÈ ÔðÓ‰‡‚Âˆ¸
Á‡·ÂÁÔÂ˜ÂÌÌfl ìçë

ANDRE WOROBEC
Licensed Agent

Ukrainian National Ass’n, Inc.
9 Bayard Pl., Newark, NJ 07106
Tel.: (973) 292-9800 ext. 3055
Fax: (973) 292-0900
e-mail: aworobec@hotmail.com

WEST ARKA

2282 Bloor St. W., Toronto, Ont., Canada M6S 1N9

Gifts
Ukrainian Handicrafts
Art, Ceramics, Jewellery
A. CHORNY
Books, Newspapers
Cassettes, CDs, Videos
Embroidery Supplies
Packages and Services to Ukraine
Tel.: (416) 762-8751

e-mail: westarka@netcom.ca

Fax: (416) 767-6839

VIDEO TAPES FROM
UKRAINE

APON 1999
8th Anniversary of Independence,
Military Parade, Day of Air Forces of Ukraine.
APON 1999B
8th Anniversary of Independence,
most beautiful concert
you’ve ever seen – Palace “Ukraina” in Kyiv.

APON 7797
Ukrainian Liturgy celebrated by Pope John Paul II
in St. Peter’s Basilica in Rome
APON 7797B

“Moleben”

celebrated by Pope John Paul II
in St. Peter’s Basilica in Rome

Price of each cassette is $25.00 plus $5 p/h

WRITE TO: Apon Records Comp., Inc.
P.O. Box 3082, Long Island City, NY 11103

Tel. 718-721-5599

We can convert your video
from European system to American. Cost $20.

HELP WANTED
Seeking NY licensed esthetician
with experience for
medical spa and dermatologist
in White Plains, NY. Call (914) 684-1019
or fax information (914) 682-9006.

Wood Art Co. is seeking experienced
woodworkers (craftsmen) and carpenters.
Competitive salary plus medical benefits.
Tel.: (407) 668-0660 or (407) 574-7796
FOR SALE
Rare opportunity. Superb condition full-size
concert grand piano, 9’3” Petrof (larger than
Steinway concert grand). Made in 1965, used
very little, so almost as new. Beautiful case, no
corrosion or wear, excellent bright sound.
Immaculate white ivory keys and new Renner
hammers. Very similar to equivalent
Bösendorfer model – same extra keys in bass
and same frame. Perfect for large room, larger
house, or hall. Price: $35,000. Contact: Roman
Rudnytsky, 380 Cranberry Run Drive,
Boardman, Ohio 44512-2501. Phone and fax:
(330) 758-8752; e-mail: Musart03@aol.com

APARTMENT FOR SALE

Furnished 2 Bedrooms on the 2nd floor
in the Ukrainian Village in Somerset, near
So. Bound Brook Ukrainian Senior Citizens.
For information call (732) 356-4551

www.westarka.com

FIRST QUALITY

MONUMENTS

UKRAINIAN TRADITIONAL-STYLE

Advertise
in the most important
Ukrainian newspaper,
The Ukrainian Weekly

OBLAST
MEMORIALS

call Maria Oscislawski, advertising manager,

BILINGUAL HOME APPOINTMENTS

www.ukrweekly.com

SERVING NY/NJ/CT REGION CEMETERIES

P.O. BOX 746
Chester, NY 10918

914-469-4247

to place an advertisement or for ad rates
at (973) 292-9800, ext. 3040.

Check out our advertising rates on line at
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Lukashenka says no kolkhoz reform

MIENSK – Alyaksandr Lukashenka
told a conference of agricultural managers
and leaders on April 7 that Belarus’s collective farm system will “always” be a
basis for agricultural production in the
country. “In difficult moments nobody
destroys or reforms things. Reforming
means a lot of money, which we unfortunately do not have,” Mr. Lukashenka said
in a two-and-a-half-hour speech broadcast
on national radio. He admitted that 25 percent of Belarusian farms are “utterly
worthless,” but recommended that they be
“affiliated” with enterprises that are doing
better, rather than be reformed. According
to Mr. Lukashenka, reform in the
Belarusian agricultural sector is being
urged by “those abroad” who want to
“destroy our agriculture” and gain a market
for their own products in Belarus.
(RFE/RL Newsline)
... sets agricultural production targets

MIENSK – President Alyaksandr
Lukashenka set agricultural production targets for this year. In particular, the agricultural sector was ordered to harvest 2,500
kilograms of grain per hectare (1,450 in
1999), 17,000 kilograms of potatoes per
hectare (11,400 in 1999), and 30,000 kilograms of sugar beets per hectare (21,400 in
1999). He noted that he can find no “objective reasons” why these targets should not
be achieved. Belarus’s agricultural sector
nearly collapsed last year, when it harvested
only 3.7 million tons of grain instead of the
planned 6 million tons. Due to the acute
shortage of forage, the country’s livestock
was severely decimated during the winter.
“I appeal to villagers: Stop killing calves.
The state will buy those calves from you
and will fatten them,” President
Lukashenka said at a conference of agricultural managers on April 7. (RFE/RL
Newsline)
Kuchma suggests payment in goods

KYIV – President Leonid Kuchma has
appealed to President Saparmurat Niyazov
of Turkmenistan to accept Ukrainian commodities and construction services as payment for gas deliveries in 1999, Interfax
reported on April 7. Turkmenistan delivered
$315 million worth of gas to Ukraine last
year and suspended deliveries in May.
Ukraine pledged to repay 40 percent of
deliveries in hard currency and 60 percent
in goods, but has so far paid only $8.7 million. For resuming its gas deliveries,
Ashgabat demands that Kyiv make a onetime payment of $30 million in cash.
(RFE/RL Newsline)
Polish PM Ukraine’s reformist course

WARSAW – Polish Prime Minister
Jerzy Buzek told his Ukrainian counterpart,
Viktor Yuschenko in Warsaw on April 7
that the Ukrainian Cabinet of Ministers has
begun implementing reforms “very well,”
Interfax reported. According to Mr. Buzek,
the recently approved Cabinet program and
the stable national currency promise the
success of those reforms. Prime Minister
Yuschenko also held talks with President
Aleksander Kwasniewski and Foreign
Affairs Minister Bronislaw Geremek, both
of whom assured him of Poland’s intention
to maintain visa-free traffic with Ukraine as
long as possible, according to the PAP news
agency. (RFE/RL Newsline)
IMF unlikely to renew loan before June

KYIV – First Vice Prime Minister Yurii
Yekhanurov said on April 13 that the
International Monetary Fund will not consider resuming the $2.6 billion loan program for Ukraine before June, Interfax
(Continued on page 15)
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reported. The head of the IMF mission in
Kyiv, Julian Berengaut, did not name any
date for the loan resumption. Mr. Berengaut
is currently examining Ukraine’s compliance with earlier programs and the results of
an audit by the National Bank of Ukraine in
connection with allegations of the misuse of
IMF funds. (RFE/RL Newsline)
Ukraine, Macedonia sign agreements

KYIV – Ukraine and Macedonia signed
a number of cooperation documents on
April 10. These included the consular convention, an agreement on legal assistance in
civil and criminal investigations, and an
agreement for cooperation in the tourism
sector. A free trade agreement will be signed
in June. (Eastern Economist)
Russia grants citizenship to war criminal

MOSCOW – Russian President-elect
Vladimir Putin on April 12 granted Russian
citizenship to Vasilii Kononov, a former
Soviet partisan convicted of war crimes in
Latvia, AP reported. However, Kononov
told an appeals court the next day that he
has no documents confirming his Russian
citizenship, the BNS news service reported.
Kononov added that he has not renounced
his Latvian citizenship. He told the court
that his conviction should be reviewed by
an international commission of experts as
“it is almost impossible to understand war
situations looking from the vantage point of
peaceful times,” Reuters reported. (RFE/RL
Newsline)
Khreschatyk bank board chair dead

KYIV – Halyna Brovchenko, chair of
the board of directors of Khreschatyk Bank,
was found dead April 7. It is suspected that
she committed suicide. The head of state tax
inspection, Viktor Zhvaliuk, stated on April
15 that a criminal investigation against the
bank had been launched. Khreshchatyk is
among the 10 most stable banks in Kyiv.
The sectors of the bank’s activity include
the support of utilities programs including
participation in reconstruction of water supply networks, programs for the purchase of
grain and pharmaceuticals. (Eastern
Economist)
Kyiv looking to WTO membership

KYIV – Preliminary procedures for
Ukraine’s entry into the World Trade
Organization will be agreed upon at the end
of June, stated Foreign Affairs Minister
Borys Tarasyuk. In order to become a member of the WTO, Ukraine has to improve
national legislation in competition policy,
financial services, standardization and certification, protection of information and intellectual property sectors. Membership in the
WTO is one of the requirements for
Ukraine’s membership in the European
Union. (Eastern Economist)
Intellectual property department created

KYIV –The Ukrainian government has
decided to create a department for intellectual property at the Education/Science
Ministry. Its charter is to be drawn up by the
ministry within one month. (Eastern
Economist)
Poland marks Katyn anniversary

WARSAW – Poland on April 13
observed the 60th anniversary of the massacre of some 15,000 officers and 7,000
civilians who had been taken prisoner by
Soviet troops in 1939. The Kremlin officially admitted this crime, known as the Katyn
massacre, only 50 years later, in 1990.
President Aleksander Kwasniewski said at
the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier in
Warsaw that the Katyn massacre “was an
atrocity committed by an inhuman system
for which we cannot and we do not want to
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blame the entire [Russian] nation.” In a resolution passed the same day, the Parliament
paid tribute to “the finest sons of the nation”
who were murdered by the NKVD. The
Parliament expressed hope that the memory
of Katyn “will serve to heal past wounds
and shape friendly relations between the
Polish Republic and the Russian
Federation.” (RFE/RL Newsline)
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Putin calls about Katyn massacre

WARSAW – Polish President
Aleksander Kwasniewski received an
unexpected telephone call from Russian
President-elect Vladimir Putin on April 12
regarding the 1940 massacre of Polish officers by the NKVD. The PAP news agency
reported that Mr. Kwasniewski’s office said
in a statement that Mr. Putin spoke of “the
discovery of new graves near Smolensk”
and invited Polish prosecutors “to participate in actions that will lead to uncovering
the truth.” The two presidents also pledged
to strengthen Polish-Russian ties and
agreed to meet within the next two months.
The killing of 15,000 Polish officers in
April and May 1940, known as the Katyn
massacre, became a symbol of Soviet
crimes against Poland. “These were not
only Polish officers, but Poland’s elite who
were buried in the Katyn graves. For many
years, Polish sovereignty was buried there
as well,” Prime Minister Jerzy Buzek told
the upper house of the Polish Parliament
the same day. (RFE/RL Newsline)
Ukraine reports economic growth.

KYIV – The State Committee on
Statistics on April 12 reported that the country’s gross domestic product in JanuaryMarch grew by 5.6 percent, compared with
the same period last year. Industrial production increased by 9.7 percent, while it registered a 2.5 percent slump in the same period
in 1999. (RFE/RL Newsline)
Pifer says progress at home is the key

KYIV – The U.S. ambassador to
Ukraine, Steven Pifer, speaking at the international relations institute in Kyiv, said
Washington backs Ukraine’s European
ambitions. “For Ukraine, it may be best to
lower the sights somewhat, at least for the
near term,” Mr. Pifer said. “Progress on
transformation at home is key to the success
of Ukraine’s European choice,” he continued. “If Ukraine wishes ultimately to join
the European Union, it will have to develop
a political system and a market economy
that reflect European values and priorities.”
(Eastern Economist)
National deputies get a raise

KYIV – The average monthly wage of
Verkhovna Rada deputies was increased to
1,451 hrv, stated Parliament Chairman Ivan
Pliushch on March 30. The head of the
Verkhovna Rada administration, Viacheslav
Koval, stated that this would make national
deputies more independent. Mr. Koval
stressed that there was a need to increase the
number of national deputies’ assistants to
improve the effectiveness of the Parliament.
“Each US congressman has 18 assistants,
while a national deputy has only four,” he
noted. (Eastern Economist)
Japanese ambassador visits Lviv

LVIV – Japan’s Ambassador to Ukraine
Hitoshi Honda visited Lviv on April 4.
The region has maintained multi-faceted
cultural cooperation with Japan for five
years. The trade volume of the Lviv
Oblast with Japan in 1999 was $500,000
(U.S.). A group of Japanese businessmen
will accompany Mr. Honda on his next
visit to the oblast. He added that the
Japanese government will soon send a
group of experts to western Ukraine to
study the possibilities of modernizing railways in the region and creating better railway connections between Ukraine and
Hungary. (Eastern Economist)

DEATH ANNOUNCEMENTS

to be published in The Ukrainian Weekly – in the Ukrainian
or English language – are accepted by mail, courier, fax, phone or e-mail.
Deadline: Tuesday noon before the newspaper’s date of issue.
(The Weekly goes to press early Friday mornings.)
Rate: $7.50 per column-inch.

Information should be addressed to the attention of the Advertising Department
and sent to: The Ukrainian Weekly, 2200 Route 10, P.O. Box 280 (NB: please
do not include post office box if sending via courier), Parsippany, N.J. 07054;
fax, (973) 644-9510; telephone, (973) 292-9800, ext. 3040;
e-mail, staff@ukrweekly.com.
Please include the daytime phone number of a contact person.
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2000 camps and workshops at Soyuzivka

BOYS’ AND GIRLS’ CAMP SATURDAY JULY 1 – SATURDAY JULY 15

Recreational camp for boys and girls ages 7-12
featuring hiking, swimming, games, Ukrainian songs and folklore, supervised 24 hr.
Room and board: UNA members $235.00 per week/non-members $285.00 per week
Counselor fee: $30.00 per child per week. Limited to 45 campers per week

CHEMNEY FUN CENTER SUNDAY JULY 9 – SATURDAY JULY 15

Geared to exposing English-speaking pre-schoolers, ages 4-6, to their Ukrainian heritage
2 sessions per day 10 a.m. - 12 p.m. and 3 p.m. - 5 p.m.
Registration/counselor fee: $75.00 for parents staying at Soyuzivka
Registration/counselor fee: $125.00 for parents staying off premises
Parents staying on premises pay room and board rates accordingly (not due prior to arrival)

TENNIS CAMP SUNDAY JULY 16 – THURSDAY JULY 27

For boys and girls, ages 12-18. Instructors’ fees $75.00 per child
Room and board: UNA members $310.00/non-members $360.00 for full session
Instructors: Zenon Snylyk, George Sawchak and staff. Limited to 60 students

UKRAINIAN FOLK DANCE WORKSHOP, SUNDAY AUGUST 6 - SATURDAY AUGUST 19

Traditional Ukrainian folk dancing for beginners, intermediate and advanced
Room and board: UNA members $350.00/non-member $400.00 for full session
Instructor’s fee $220.00; director: Roma Pryma Bohachevsky
**THE DIRECTOR MUST APPROVE ACCEPTANCE INTO PROGRAM, AND NO ONE WILL
BE ACCEPTED FOR LESS THAN THE FULL SESSION, UNLESS IT IS WITH THE
APPROVAL OF THE DIRECTOR**
Attendance limited to 60 students staying at resort and 10 students staying off premises.

PRE-REGISTRATION IS ON A FIRST-COME, FIRST-SERVED BASIS UPON RECEIPT OF A $25.00
DEPOSIT PER CHILD/PER CAMP. A REGISTRATION/COUNSELOR FEE OF $75.00 (EXCEPT FOR
CHEMNEY CAMP) PER CHILD/PER CAMP WILL APPLY TO ALL CHILDREN STAYING OFF
SOYUZIVKA GROUNDS. THE DEPOSIT WILL BE APPLIED AGAINST THIS FEE.
BY ORDER OF THE HEALTH DEPARTMENT, ALL NECESSARY MEDICAL FORMS AND PERMISSION SLIPS MUST BE COMPLETED AND RECEIVED BY SOYUZIVKA TOGETHER WITH
THE FULL PAYMENT OF INSTRUCTORS’ FEES AND CAMP PAYMENTS NO LATER
THAN 3 WEEKS PRIOR TO THE START OF THE CAMP SESSION.
OTHERWISE THE CHILD WILL LOOSE HIS OR HER PLACE IN CAMP. NO EXCEPTIONS.

PAYMENTS FOR ROOM AND BOARD CAN BE MADE TO SOYUZIVKA BY CASH, CHECK, VISA,
MASTERCARD, AMEX OR DISCOVER CARDS.
PAYMENTS FOR INSTRUCTOR/COUNSELOR FEES MUST BE MADE BY CHECK OR CASH.
PLEASE MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO UNA ESTATE - CAMP FEE.
FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION PLEASE CONTACT THE MANAGEMENT OF SOYUZIVKA.
THE UKRAINIAN NATIONAL ASSOCIATION DOES NOT DISCRIMINATE AGAINST ANYONE
BASED ON AGE, RACE, CREED, SEX OR COLOR.
Rate increase due to raise in camp insurance premiums for New York State.

SUPPORT THE WORK
OF THE UKRAINIAN WEEKLY.

Send contributions to: The Ukrainian Weekly Press Fund,
2200 Route 10, P.O. Box 280, Parsippany, NJ 07054

5-Year Level Term Life Insurance
Ukrainian National Association, the oldest and largest

Ukrainian fraternal society, is proud to offer to its members,
readers of The Ukrainian Weekly and Svoboda

our new 5-Year Level Term Life Insurance Plan.

Life is a most precious gift – protect it. At these low rates can you afford not
to be insured?
AGE
25
35

40
45
55

FEMALE NON-SMOKER

MALE NON-SMOKER

$100,000

$175,000

$250,000

$100,000

$175,000

$250,000

$11.19
$13.19
$17.19
$34.19

$17.94
$21.44
$27.00
$58.19

$24.69
$29.69
$39.69
$82.19

$12.19
$15.19
$21.19
$45.19

$19.16
$24.94
$35.44
$77.44

$27.19
$34.69
$49.69
$109.69

$11.19

$17.94

$24.69

$12.19

$19.16

$27.19

Based on monthly premium schedule. Other insurance plans and quotes
available upon request.
For a personal quote, please call 1-800-253-9862.

to wait for a final body count.
Whether a birth defect or child’s cancer is caused by Chornobyl or by some other environmental factor is a secondary issue. What is undisputed and far more relevant is the fact
that here in the West, we have the resources, the know-how and financial clout to make a
significant difference in the lives of thousands of Ukrainian youngsters and their families.
Chornobyl has opened our eyes to a whole host of other urgent health issues that have
little or nothing to do with radiation exposure. It is obvious that Ukraine is facing a major
health crisis. It has experienced a net loss of close to 2 million people in the last decade as
death rates have outstripped live birth rates at an accelerating pace.
Fourteen years after Chornobyl, we cannot put the nuclear genie back in the bottle. We
may not be able to undo the damage that Chornobyl has already done. Yet the Ukrainian
diaspora – especially the medical community can have a much greater impact on rebuilding
Ukraine’s shattered health infrastructure. Clearly, the primary responsibility lies with the
Ukrainian government and the Ukrainian people themselves. But we can raise the standard
of care by introducing technology, training programs community organizing models that
can radically transform the way that health care is administered, financed and sustained.
Contrary to popular myth and contrary to the stubborn fatalism that has crippled many
medical aid efforts, the diaspora still does not appreciate how much has been done to save
the lives of children – how much more can still be done to improve the health of Ukraine’s
future generations. In just the past two years we have seen model programs that have
reduced infant mortality dramatically in hospitals in Dnipropetrovsk, Lutsk, Poltava and
Lviv. We have seen Ukrainian and American doctors work miracles in repairing cardiac
defects, cleft palates and facial deformities.
Beyond the treatment of diseases, important strides have been made in disease prevention. According to Dr. Olesya Hulchiy, a leading health researcher and professor of obstetrics at the Kyiv Medical Institute, we are beginning to see the first hopeful signs of changing behavior patterns and effective preventive health programs with significant drops in
teenage pregnancy and sharp decreases in abortions.
These are issues that may seem far removed from Chornobyl’s aftermath. Yet, in the
long run, the tragedy of Chornobyl can be mitigated if it can serve as a catalyst for the radical transformation of Ukraine’s health care system. We may not be able to avert the next
industrial disaster but, from a public health perspective, we should begin to look objectively
at other major health issues that threaten to decimate Ukraine’s population.
For example, Ukraine now has the fastest growing rate of HIV infection in Europe. If
Ukraine is “lucky,” it will lose fewer than 500,000 to 1 million citizens to AIDS over the
next 15 years. If more effective preventive measures are not taken, Ukraine could easily
experience an epidemic of horrific proportions on par with the public health disaster
sweeping Thailand, India and South Africa. This is a crisis that threatens to overshadow
the impact of Chornobyl and to overwhelm Ukraine’s meager medical resources.
The Ukrainian diaspora can play a critical role in either combating or ignoring the health
challenges facing Ukraine. We cannot expect Ukraine to recover economically or to thrive
politically if its health care system is left in shambles and its children are left to die without
proper medical attention. The Ukrainian community has been extraordinarily generous in
supporting the restoration of churches, museums, embassies and historical monuments. In
our preoccupation with restoring the past, we cannot afford to turn our backs on Ukraine’s
future.
We need to show the same kind of commitment to life-saving institutions that can help
safeguard the next generation of Ukrainians.
If we make that commitment, the ultimate legacy of Chornobyl could become a strong
affirmation of our collective will to live and a triumph of the Ukrainian spirit.

Remarks...

(Continued from page 4)
of Ukraine, as a country, to be more integrally related to the West.
When one looks to the future, when
one asks oneself where do you want to
see Ukraine 20 years from now, I hope
most Ukrainians both realize and yearn
that the answer be clear: Ukraine in the
European Union, Ukraine in the Atlantic
Alliance.
And those are difficult choices. Not all
Ukrainians are prepared to make it. Not all
Ukrainians realize the consequences of
these choices and the price that has to be
paid. But there are also people who realize
that if that choice is not made then
Ukraine’s future destiny becomes more
questionable.
Rector [Miroslaw] Labunka referred to a
speech which I made after a trip to the
Soviet Union back in the 50s, and I, frankly,

had forgotten it. But it appears that I said
that in Ukraine there was still the flame of
national identity alive, in contrast to
Belarus. And that contrast is still important
and it is particularly significant to reiterate it
today, because there are a great many people, some of them in Ukraine, who would
like Ukraine to be like Belarus, and to have
external connections like Belarus, and to
have a status like Belarus. And the implication of that is not positive – neither for
Ukraine’s national consciousness nor its
Western identity.
So the decisions, the fundamental choices, still have to be made. And it is by
reminding ourselves of what the diaspora
has been committed to, and by creating
closer links with Ukrainian intellectual life
that the historically positive answers are
more likely to be given. And this is why
your mission still remains relevant, and this
is why I’m very proud to wear this gown
and these colors.
Thank you very much.

Schedule of Ukrainian Tennis Tournaments 2000
Schedule of Ukrainian Tennis Tournaments 2000
May 6-7 – Spring Tournament Tryzubivka

July 1-4 – Ukrainian Olympics Tourney, Tryzubivka
August 5-6 – Doubles, Soyuzivka

September 2-4 – USCAK Nationals, Soyuzivka

September 30-October 1 – Fall Tournament, Tryzubivka
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(Continued from page 9)
Of course, they cannot be too small,
because then very little would fit. As it is,
people place only a piece of the ham, and
sometimes just half of the kovbasa into
the basket.
As Ms. Palmer writes: “Most people
take care to include the things that parents taught them were important: a candle, eggs, pysanky, butter, cheese, ham
and/or kovbasa, khrin (horseradish) and
tsvikly (what my dad used to call khrin z
burachkamy, i.e., grated horseradish and
beets).”
Of course, the paska and/or babka are
the centerpieces of the basket.
Ms. Momryk says: “People adorn their
baskets with loza (pussy willows), periwinkle, parsley, horseradish (with the
green tops), flowers such as daffodils. I
have seen baskets with chocolate bunnies
and eggs in them.”
The baskets are lined with embroidered or woven cloths (servetky) or
rushnyky, and may also be covered with
another embroidered cloth for transportation. A fairly new trend which
drives this writer up the wall is the
needlework-type servetky with embroidered pysanky, pussy willows, churches
and hahilky on them, along with the
embroidered words of the Easter greeting. Why?! For me, there is no need for
additional symbolism or reinforcement.
There are real pysanky in the basket,
with real pussy willows, and people are
in a real church. The genuine folk
embroidery and weaving is just the right
complement to the contents of the basket. I think this fad (now entrenched
among some) started with one photograph in a book of embroidery from a
Ukrainian gift shop. Now you can find
those pysanka servetky at the open-air
folk art market near the opera in Lviv!
This is a matter of personal taste – but

Szporluk’s new book...

(Continued from page 12)
Variously called a religious, a metaphysical, or a visionary poet, Ms.
Szporluk has been compared to Emily
Dickinson and George Herbert as well as
to 20th century poets like Sylvia Plath,
Mark Strand, and Louise Glück. Her
work is concise, experimental and challenging. Language and syntax are often
elusive, the logic that of dreams or
music, the imagery mysterious.
Ms. Szporluk’s first full-length collec-

Concert benefits...

(Continued from page 12)
and we want our children to know our
Ukrainian culture.
Word about the performance was
spread through weekly announcements on
the Ukrainian Weekly Program on PIT,
and through pamphlets circulated on campus.
“The music was excellent and the artists
were very pleasant,” said Ms. Dowbenko.
Dorothy Waslo, a teacher at North

THE UKRAINIAN WEEKLY

usually with little background information.
Orest T. Lechnowsky, from somewhere in cyberspace, says he prefers the
traditional embroidered cloths, even
though he sees many of the needlework
kind at his church.
We have come a long way in distance
and time from past traditions. There is no
roasted suckling pig being blessed (carried
to church in its own serving container, not
in any basket!). Our pasky are not the size
of wagon wheels, carried in large shawls,
or in special carved wooden paskivnyky.
Our Church and priests have accepted this
tradition of blessing the spring sacrifice. It
was not always so – back in 1591 the
Patriarch of Constantinople issued an
edict, reprinted in Lviv, forbidding these
“pagan sacrifices.”
But tradition is most powerful, and the
Church relented because it had to,
because people continued to bring baskets of food to be blessed, just as their
ancestors before Christianity had done –
carrying sacrifices to be blessed by earlier, pre-Christian priests.
One tradition has fallen by the wayside in North America and, for the sake
of safety, thank goodness. Mr.
Onyshkevych remembered that in
Ukraine “as the choir and the diak sang
‘Khrystos Voskres!’ in the church, the
young men outside would shoot a
‘mozdir’ – a homemade mortar or cannon. Then they shot it every time
‘Khrystos Voskres!’ was sung. They
also shot homemade firecrackers, etc..
In the 1960-1970s our church in
Trenton, N.J. observed the same custom. The neighbors objected very
much, so finally the police closed it
down – not without a good fight.
Maybe that is why the enormous bonfires set near the church are no longer a
tradition in North America.”
Many thanks to the Folkarts folks who
so generously contributed their thoughts
and reminiscences to this article.

tion, “Dark Sky Question,” won the 1997
Barnard New Women Poets Prize. Her
poetry has appeared in “Best American
Poetry 1999,” the “Kenyon Review,”
“Parnassus,” the “Journal” and “AGNI.”
Ms. Szporluk is adjunct assistant professor of creative writing and women’s
studies at Bowling Green State
University.
“Isolato,” (68 pages; $10.95 paper;
ISBN 0-87745-704-2), was published on
March 31. It is available at bookstores or
directly from the University of Iowa
Press by calling 1 (800) 621-2736.

Allegheny, came to the recital because of
the diversity of the music played and
because of the astonishing low ticket
price for the type of music at the recital.
“It was excellent. The choices of music
were not just Ukrainian, but for the general public,” said Ms. Waslo.
Debra Walenchok, an operations manager in the Pittsburgh area, came to the
concert with Ms. Waslo to appreciate an
afternoon of fine music. “The melody by
Skoryk, to me that piece was stunning,”
said Ms. Walenchok.

PACKAGES TO UKRAINE

as low as $ .49 per Lb
DNIPRO CO

NEWARK, NJ PHILADELPHIA CLIFTON, NJ
698 Sanford Ave
Tel. 973-373-8783

1801 Cottman Ave
Tel. 215-728-6040

565 Clifton Ave
Tel. 973-916-1543

*Pick up service available
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“ëÄåéèéåßó” (ç.ÑÊ.)
îÂ‰Âð‡Î¸Ì‡ äÓÓÔÂð‡ÚË‚‡

CD SPECIAL

äÎ¥ÙÚÓÌ-è‡ÒÒÂÈÍ-ÇËÔÔ‡Ì¥-ÖÎ¥Á‡·ÂÚ

Share or IRA, $5,000 minimum deposit

12 Month - 6.59% APY*

Toll-free: 1-888-BANK UKE

www.bankuke.com

Please contact the credit union for further information about applicable fees and terms. Rates are effective April 4,
2000, and are subject to change without notice. This is a special promotion being offered for a limited time.
* Annual Percentage Yield

GRAND STREET MEDICAL ASSOCIATES
is pleased to announce that

MIKHAIL GUSMAN, M.D.
Internal Medicine
has joined their practice at

6360 Rt. 209
Kerhonkson, New York
(Next to Candlelight Inn Restaurant)

New Patients Welcome
Office Hours: MONDAY-FRIDAY 9 am – 5 pm

(914) 626-7119

Volume I and II

You can obtain both volumes for only $130.00
Including Postage

ORDER NOW

Fill out the order blank below and mail it with your check or money order
To: UKRAINIAN NATIONAL ASSOCIATION, Inc.
2200 Route 10, P.O. Box 280, Parsippany, NJ 07054
I hereby order Ukraine: A Concise Encyclopaedia
❑ Volume I — $75.00

❑ Volume II — $75.00

❑ Volume I & II — $130.00

NJ residents: add 6% sales tax

Enclosed is (a check/M.O.) for the amount $ _____________________________
Please send the book (s) to the following address:
Name
No.

City

Street

State

Zip Code
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PAID ADVERTISEMENT

WESTERN UNION OFFERS PASSPORT
T O A WORLD OF SAVINGS

Liz Stokes, director of marketing for Western Union,
announced the Western Union Passport to the World
of Savings promotion in Paramus, New Jersey.

PARAMUS, N.J. – Beginning April 17, each
time customers send money internationally or
domestically through the Western Union Money
Transfer service, they will automatically receive
a Passport to a World of Savings booklet containing valuable discount coupons.
The more customers send, the more they
save. The Passport to a World of Savings booklet contains discount coupons for international
money transfers from the United States to
Eastern and Western Europe, Israel and many
other regions of the world.
“The Passport to a World of Savings booklet
rewards first-time and regular customers,” said
Barry McCool, Director, Marketing Services
for Western Union. “We value our customers’
business and this promotion seeks to thank
them for using our service.”
In addition to the savings on money transfers,
the Passport to a World of Savings booklet also
offers ways to keep in touch with family members. Customers can sign up with Sprint to
receive valuable savings on Sprint International
telephone service.
Western Union Financial Services, Inc. is a
worldwide leader in money transfer services. It is
also a company that is known in the Ukrainianspeaking community for the support it offers to

community initiatives. Recently, Western Union
activated the first-ever Ukrainian-language service
center with a toll free 1-800 number to respond to
questions from Ukrainian immigrants in North
America about sending money home. Western
Union also sponsored such outstanding community initiatives as the Gift of Life project in Chicago
to benefit children in need of heart surgery in
Ukraine and The Ukrainian Museum in New
York. Western Union will be the general sponsor
of Ukrainian Diaspora Olympiad-2000, to take
place in Philadelphia on July 1-4, 2000, and will
bring together about 15,000 Ukrainians from all
over the United States. For the past two years
Western Union has sponsored the Verkhovyna
Ukrainian Youth Festival in Glen Spey, N.Y., an
annual event with a 24-year-old tradition for
Ukrainians from the East Coast and Canada.
Famous for pioneering telegraph services,
the original Western Union dates back to 1851
and introduced telegraph money transfer services in 1871. The company provides rapid
money transfer services through more than
82,000 agent locations in 180 countries worldwide. Western Union is a subsidiary of First
Data Corporation (NYSE: FDC). For further
information about Western Union, please visit
us on the Internet at www.westernunion.com.
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OFFERING ASSOCIATE
DEGREES
&
TRANSFER PROGRAMS IN:

ïðËÒÚÓÒ
ÇÓÒÍðÂÒ!
FEATURES
ESL Courses

Internships/Externships
Law Library

Learning Center

Microsystems Computer Labs
On-Campus Dorms

Merit, Service & Need Based Scholarships
Dental Health Center

Ukrainian Heritage Studies Center

INTERCOLLEGIATE

SPORTS

Men’s Basketball & Soccer

Women’s Basketball & Soccer

No. 17

ALLIED HEALTH & SCIENCES

Allied Health/Science Transfer:

SPECIAL FEATURES
OF OUR

PROFESSIONAL
DEVELOPMENT DEPT.

Offering Non-Credit Classes in:
C.E.U.
• Computer Training
AWARDED
• Business Topics
• Continuing Professional Education

Customized programs to meet
Business & Industry needs
(credit & non-credit)

• Personal Enrichment Seminars
• Academic Refresher Classes
• Ukrainian Craft Workshops
700 Fox Chase Road
Jenkintown, PA 19046
(215) 884-2216
www.manor.edu

(Pre: Nursing, Diagnostic Imaging,
Physical & Occupational Therapy and Sciences)

Clinical Laboratory Technology
Dental Hygiene
Expanded Functions Dental Assisting
Veterinary Technology

LIBERAL ARTS

Early Child Care
Elementary Education – Transfer
Liberal Arts
Liberal Arts/English as a Second Language
Human Services
Psychology – Transfer

BUSINESS

Accounting
Business Administration
Business Administration/Computer Science
Business Administration/International
Business Administration/Administrative Science & Technology:
(Administrative, Legal & Medical)

Health Care Management
Paralegal
Paralegal Certificate (Accelerated – for B.A./B.S. degree)

A Catholic, co-ed, two-year college, founded in 1947 by the Ukrainian Sisters of Saint Basil the Great

ïðËÒÚÓÒ ÇÓÒÍðÂÒ!
ÇÓ¥ÒÚËÌÛ ÇÓÒÍðÂÒ!
Happy Easter to all
of our readers
and supporters.

Çëßï èÄñß∏çíßÇ íÄ ÑêìáßÇ
‚¥Ú‡˛

Á ë‚flÚÓÏ ÇÓÒÍðÂÒ¥ÌÌfl ïðËÒÚÓ‚Ó„Ó

May this holy season
bring many blessings
to you and your families.
– The Ukrainian Weekly
editorial and production staffs

ïêàëíéë ÇéëäêÖë !

‰-ð ëßãúÇßü
ÅßãéÅêéç
551 Millburn Avenue
Short Hills, NJ 07078

ôËð¥ ÔÓ·‡Ê‡ÌÌfl
ÇÖëÖãàï ¥ ôÄëãàÇàï ëÇüí
ÇéëäêÖëßççü ïêàëíéÇéÉé!
ûãßüç ¥ åÄêßü ÅÄóàçëúäß
ÇãÄëçàäà EAST VILLAGE MEAT MARKET, INC.
139 Second Avenue (bet. 8 & 9 Streets) • NEW YORK CITY • Tel.: (212) CA 8-5590

ëÚÓÏ‡ÚÓÎÓ„
Tel.: (973) 467-0885
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ÇÖëÖãàï ëÇüí
ÇéëäêÖëßççü ïêàëíéÇéÉé
Ç/ò‡ÌÓ‚ÌËÏ äÎ¥πÌÚ‡Ï,
ÑðÛÁflÏ Ú‡ áÌ‡ÈÓÏËÏ
—·‡Ê‡˛Ú¸—

ìäêÄ∫çëúäé-ÄåÖêàäÄçëúäÄ
äìãúíìêçÄ îìçÑÄñßü
flÍ‡ ÒÚ‚ÓðËÎ‡Òfl ‰Îfl Á‡ÍÛÔÛ ÓÒÂÎ¥ Åð‡ÚÒ¸ÍÓ„Ó ëÓ˛ÁÛ
◊ÇÖêïéÇàçÄ“ Ú‡ ÔðÓ‰Ó‚ÊÛ‚‡ÌÌfl ªª ÍÛÎ¸ÚÛðÌÓª ‡ÍÚË‚ÌÓÒÚË
·‡Ê‡π ‚Ò¥Ï ÛÍð‡ªÌˆflÏ ÌÓ‚ÓÔðË·ÛÎËÏ
¥ ‚ ÄÏÂðËˆ¥ ðÓ‰ÊÂÌËÏ

êÄ Ñ ß ë ç à ï ë Ç ü í
Ç é ë ä ê Ö ë ß ç ç ü ï ê à ë íé Ç é Éé
ï‡È íêÖí∏ íàëüóéãßííü ÁÏ¥ˆÌËÚ¸ Ì‡¯¥ ðfl‰Ë, Û ˆ¥È,
ÅÓ„ÓÏ ·Î‡„ÓÒÎÓ‚ÂÌÌ¥È Íð‡ªÌ¥, ‡ ·Û‰Û˜Ë ÒËÎ¸ÌËÏË
ÔðÓÒÎ‡‚ËÏÓ Å‡Ú¸Í¥‚˘ËÌÛ Ì‡¯Ëı
ÒÎ‡‚ÌËı ÔðÂ‰Í¥‚ – ìäêÄ∫çì!

ìèêÄÇÄ ìäêÄ∫çëúäé-ÄåÖêàäÄçëúäé∫
äìãúíìêçé∫ îìçÑÄñß∫

ÇßêÄ òìåÖâäé
Ú‡ èð‡ˆ¥‚ÌËÍË

ìäêÄ∫çëúäé∫ èéÑéêéÜçúé∫ Ä¢Öçñßß∫
áÄëçéÇÄçé∫ 1920 ð.

KOBASNIUK TRAVEL INC.
157 Second Avenue • New York, NY 10003 • (212) 254-8779

Happy Easter
TO ALL OF MY FAMILY,
FRIENDS AND PATIENTS

OLEH S. SLUPCHYNSKYJ, M.D.

ÉÓÎÓ‚Ì‡ ìÔð‡‚‡

éÅ’∏ÑçÄççü ìäêÄ∫çñßÇ
ÄåÖêàäà ◊ë‡ÏÓÔÓÏ¥˜“
Á Ì‡„Ó‰Ë ð‡‰¥ÒÌÓ„Ó Ôð‡ÁÌËÍ‡

ïêàë íéÇéÉé
ÇéëäêÖëßççü

825 Seventh Avenue
New York, NY 10019

Tel.: 212 315-9109
Fax: 212 245-4060
www.AFSCNY.com

‚¥Ú‡π
ÇßÑÑßãà ß ∫ïçßï óãÖçßÇ

Happy Easter

Ú‡ ÔÂðÂÒËÎ‡π Ì‡ÈÒÂð‰Â˜Ì¥¯¥ ÔÓ·‡Ê‡ÌÌfl

ÇÖëÖãàï Ú ‡ ôÄëãàÇàï ëÇüí

ïêàëíéë ÇéëäêÖë!

warmest wishes to our family, friends,
employees of the UNA Home Office,
the staffs of The Ukrainian Weekly and Svoboda
and to all the members of the Ukrainian National Association

Any a and Jurij Petrenko
and family

Ashton, Maryland

Phoenix, Arizona
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äãß∏çíÄå, ìäêÄ∫çëúäàå ß ÇÖíÖêÄçëúäàå éêÉÄçßáÄñßüå

êÄ Ñ ß ë ç à ï ß
ôÄëãàÇàï ëÇüí
Ç é ë ä ê Ö ë ß ç ç ü ï ê à ë íé Ç é Éé
—·‡Ê‡π—

âéëàî äìèóÄä Á ðÓ‰ËÌÓ˛

á Ç é ë ä ê Ö ë ß ç ç ü å ï ê à ë íé Ç à å

‚Î‡ÒÌËÍ

‚¥Ú‡πÏÓ

JOSEPH MEAT MARKET

‚ÂÒ¸ ÛÍð‡ªÌÒ¸ÍËÈ Ì‡ð¥‰ ‚ ìÍð‡ªÌ¥ Ú‡ ‚ ‰¥flÒÔÓð¥,
‚Ò¥ı Ì‡¯Ëı óÎÂÌ¥‚ Ú‡ èðËıËÎ¸ÌËÍ¥‚

437 Smith Street, Perth Amboy, NJ • Tel.: (732) 442-4660

·‡Ê‡πÏÓ ªÏ

ÇÂÒÂÎËı ë‚flÚ!
ïðËÒÚÓÒ ÇÓÒÍðÂÒ!

ïêàëíéë ÇéëäêÖë!
ÇÖëÖãàï ëÇüí
ÇéëäêÖëßççü ïêàëíéÇéÉé
èðÓÙÂÒÓð‡Ï ¥ ëÚÛ‰ÂÌÚ‡Ï ìÇì, åÂˆÂÌ‡Ú‡Ï, ÑÓ·ðÓ‰¥flÏ ¥ ÜÂðÚ‚Ó‰‡‚ˆflÏ Ì‡
îÛÌ‰‡ˆ¥˛ ìÍð‡ªÌÒ¸ÍÓ„Ó Ç¥Î¸ÌÓ„Ó ìÌ¥‚ÂðÒËÚÂÚÛ, ÑÛıÓ‚ÂÌÒÚ‚Û ìÍð‡ªÌÒ¸ÍËı ñÂðÍÓ‚,
ìÒÚ‡ÌÓ‚‡Ï, åÓÎÓ‰Â˜ËÏ ¥ ëÚÛ‰ÂÌÚÒ¸ÍËÏ éð„‡Ì¥Á‡ˆ¥flÏ Ú‡ ‚Ò¸ÓÏÛ ìÍð‡ªÌÒ¸ÍÓÏÛ
Ì‡ðÓ‰Ó‚¥ Û Ç¥Î¸Ì¥È ìÍð‡ªÌ¥ ¥ Ì‡ ˜ÛÊËÌ¥

ìäêÄ∫çëúäA

— ·‡Ê‡π —

ÄåÖêàäÄçëúäÄ

ìèêÄÇÄ îìçÑÄñß∫
ìäêÄ∫çëúäéÉé ÇßãúçéÉé ìçßÇÖêëàíÖíì

äééêÑàçÄñßâçÄ êÄÑÄ

Ukrainian Free University Foundation, Inc.
43 St. Mark’s Place, New York, NY 10003
íEL.: (212) 254-1571

142 Second Avenue
New York, NY 10003
Tel.: (212) 505-1765
Fax: (212) 475-8161

MICT

733 15th St. NW Suite 1027
Washington, DC 20005
Tel.: (202) 737-6090
Fax: (202) 737-6091

MEEST

çÄâÅßãúòÄ ìäêÄ∫çëúäÄ èéëàãäéÇÄ äéåèÄçßü
‚¥Ú‡π Ò‚Óªı
äãß∏çíßÇ, èêàüíÖãßÇ, áçÄâéåàï, ëÇé∫ï èêÖÑëíÄÇçàäßÇ íÄ Çëû ìäêÄ∫çëúäì ÉêéåÄÑì

ßá ëÇßíãàå èêÄáçàäéå ÇéëäêÖëßççü ïêàëíéÇéÉé

ïêàëíéë ÇéëäêÖë!

817 Pennsylvania Avenue, Linden, NJ 07036
Tel.: (908) 925-5525 • Fax: (908) 925-7898

1-800-288-9949
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ìäêÄ∫çëúäàâ

ìäêÄ∫çëúäÄ èêÄÇéëãÄÇçÄ îÖÑÖêÄãúçÄ
äêÖÑàíéÇÄ äééèÖêÄíàÇÄ

ßçëíàíìí ÄåÖêàäà

– ˘ËðÓ ‚¥Ú‡π –
‚Ò¥ı ˜ÎÂÌ¥‚, ÒËÏÔ‡ÚËÍ¥‚ Ú‡ ‚Ò˛ ÛÍð‡ªÌÒ¸ÍÛ „ðÓÏ‡‰Û

‚¥Ú‡π ˘ËðËÏ

Û ëÇßíãàâ ÑÖçú

ïêàëíéÇéÉé ÇéëäêÖëßççü
Ú‡ ·‡Ê‡π ªÏ

ôÄëíü, êÄÑéëíà, áÑéêéÇ’ü Ú‡ ëßåÖâçé∫ áãÄÉéÑà

◊ïêàëíéë ÇéëäêÖë“
◊Çéßëíàçì ÇéëäêÖë “

ÇëÖóÖëçÖ ÑìïéÇÖçëíÇé ìäêÄ∫çëúäàï ñÖêäéÇ,
ìèêÄÇà íÄ óãÖçëíÇé Çëßï ìäêÄ∫çëúäàï éêÉÄçßáÄñßâ
ß Çëßï ëÇé∫ï óãÖçßÇ, èêàüíÖãßÇ

êÄÑÄ ÑàêÖäíéêßÇ

íÄ ãÄëäÄÇàï ÜÖêíÇéÑÄÇñßÇ

ÉÓÎÓ‚Ì‡ ä‡ÌˆÂÎflð¥fl:
215 Second Ave., New York, NY 10003
Tel.: (212) 533-2980

2 East 79th Street • New York, NY 10021 • (212) 288-8660

î¥Î¥ª:
35 Main St., South Bound Brook, NJ 08880
Tel.: (732) 469-9085
691 Roosevelt Ave., Carteret, NJ 07008
Tel.: (732) 802-0480

Wishing
a
Happy Easter
TO ALL MY FRIENDS,
FAMILY AND PATIENTS

ô à ê é ë Ö êÑ Ö ó ç ß è é Å Ä Ü Ä ç ç ü
êÄ Ñ ß ë ç à ï ë Ç ü í

Arthur N. Hr yhorow ych, MD

ï ê à ë íé Ç é Éé Ç é ë ä ê Ö ë ß ç ç ü
‰Îfl ÛÍð‡ªÌÒ¸ÍÓª „ðÓÏ‡‰Ë
Á ‡ Ò Ë Î ‡ π

DNIPRO Co.
67 Irving Place South
at East 18th St.
New York, NY 10003

ÇÂÒÂÎËı ë‚flÚ

ÇéëäêÖëßççü ïêàëíéÇéÉé
·‡Ê‡π äéåßíÖí îÖëíàÇÄãû ˆÂðÍ‚Ë Ò‚. ûêÄ Û çû âéêäì
èêàâÑßíú çÄ

ìäêÄ∫çëúäàâ îÖëíàÇÄãú
19, 20, 21 íêÄÇçü 2000 ð.

Tel.: 212 673-7500
Fax: 212 420-8250
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Wishing

a Happy Easter
TO ALL OF OUR FAMILY,

FRIENDS AND PATIENTS

Dr. Taras J. and Roma Odulak

Easter Greetings
from

KUROWYCKY
MEAT PRODUCTS, INC .
124 First Avenue
New York, New York 10009
212-477-0344
e-mail: Kurowycky@aol.com

The best-known meat market
to the American and
International consumer

“Kurowycky Meat Products, the excellent Ukrainian meat
market” – The New York Times, January 20,1999
Featured on “The Martha Stewart Show”

“The Kurowyckys have been running their Ukrainian meat
market on First Avenue since the 1950s. All of the meat is
cured and smoked on the premises. You’ll not find better
hams or sausages anywhere in New York.” – Citysearch.com

JAROSLAW KUROWYCKYJ JR., PRESIDENT

UKRAINIAN SELFRELIANCE

Federal Credit Union in Philadelphia, PA

Serving and Supporting the Ukrainian Community Since 1952
For competitive savings and loan rates call us toll-free
MAIN OFFICE:
1729Cottman Avenue
Philadelphia, PA 19111

1-888-POLTAVA

tel: 215-725-4430
fax: 215-725-0831

www.ukrcreditunionphila.com

ô à ê ß è é ÅÄ Ü Ä ç ç ü
á ç Ä ÉéÑ à è êÄ á ç à ä Ä
Ç é ë ä ê Ö ë ß ç ç ü ï ê à ë íé Ç é Éé
äãß∏çíÄå, Ñêìáüå
Ú‡ áçÄâéåàå

Á‡ÒËÎ‡π
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Ç‡ÒËÎÂ‚¥ äÓÒÚflÌÚËÌÓ‚Ë˜Û Å‡ðˆ¥
ð‡‰¥ÒÌËı Ò‚flÚ ÇÓÒÍðÂÒ¥ÌÌfl ïðËÒÚÓ‚Ó„Ó
ÒÂð‰Â˜ÌÓ ·‡Ê‡˛Ú¸
‰ðÛÁ¥,
‚‰fl˜Ì¥ ˜ËÚ‡˜¥
¥ ˜ËÒÎÂÌÌ¥ ÔðËıËÎ¸ÌËÍË.

ôÄëãàÇàï ÇÖëÖãàï ëÇüí!
ÇÂÎË˜ÌËÏ ¥ ê‡‰¥ÒÌËÏ

◊ ï ê à ë íé ë Ç é ë ä ê Ö ë “ !

— ‚¥Ú‡πÏÓ —
êÓ‰ËÌÛ, èðËflÚÂÎ¥‚, áÌ‡ÈÓÏËı ÔÓ Ó·Ë‰‚Óı ·ÓÍ‡ı éÍÂ‡ÌÛ

üðÓÒÎ‡‚‡, áÂÌÓÌ, ïðËÒÚfl ëçàãàäà

ÑÎfl ÚËı, ıÚÓ ıÓÚ¥‚ ·Ë Ì‡‰¥ÒÎ‡ÚË Ç‡ÒËÎÂ‚¥ Å‡ðˆ¥
ÔðË‚¥Ú‡ÌÌfl ‰Ó Ò‚flÚ, ÔÓ‰‡πÏÓ ÈÓ„Ó ÚÂÔÂð¥¯Ì˛
‡‰ðÂÒÛ: Wasyl BARKA (OCHERET)
Liberty Mountain Care Service
170 Lake St.
Liberty, NY 12754

ÇÖëÖãàï ëÇüí
Ç é ë ä ê Ö ë ß ç ç ü ï ê à ë íé Ç é Éé
—·‡Ê‡π—

êéÑàçÄ çÄëÖÇàóßÇ
N. E. Corner Franklin & Brown Sts.
109 E. Tabor Road

Philadelphia, PA
DA 9-1844

á Ì‡„Ó‰Ë ë‚¥ÚÎÓ„Ó èð‡ÁÌËÍ‡
ïêàëíéÇéÉé ÇéëäêÖëßççü
‚¥Ú‡πÏÓ
Çëßï ëÇé∫ï óãÖçßÇ, èêàüíÖãßÇ, ìäêÄ∫çëúäì ÉêéåÄÑì
âÓÌÍÂðÒÛ, ëÔð¥Ì£ Ç‡Î¥, ëÚÂÏÙÓð‰Û Ú‡ ÓÍÓÎËˆ¸
–·‡Ê‡πÏÓ–

ÛÒ¥Ï ·‡„‡ÚÓ ð‡‰ÓÒÚË, ˘‡ÒÚfl, ÛÒÔ¥ı¥‚ Û ÊËÚÚ¥,
‚ Ôð‡ˆ¥ Ì‡ ‰Ó·ðÓ ÛÍð‡ªÌÒ¸ÍÓª ˆÂðÍ‚Ë
¥ ÛÍð‡ªÌÒ¸ÍÓ„Ó Ì‡ðÓ‰Û.

ï ê à ë íé ë Ç é ë ä ê Ö ë !
Ç é ß ëí à ç ì Ç é ë ä ê Ö ë !
óãÖçà ÑàêÖäñß∫, äéåßëßâ ß èêÄñßÇçàäà
îÖÑÖêÄãúçé∫ äêÖÑàíéÇé∫ äééèÖêÄíàÇà

ëìåÄ
SUMA (Yonkers) FEDERAL CREDIT UNION
îÖÑÖêÄãúçÄ äêÖÑàíéÇÄ äééèÖêÄíàÇÄ ëìåÄ - âéçäÖêë, ç.â.
301 Palisade Avenue, Yonkers, New York 10703-2999

TEL.: 914-965-8560 • FAX: (914) 965-1936

ÑàêÖäñßü èãÄëíéÇé∫ îìçÑÄñß∫ ‚ çúû-âéêäì
Á Ì‡„Ó‰Ë

ÇÖãàäéÑçßï ëÇüí
˘ËðÓ ‚¥Ú‡π Ò‚Óªı
óãÖçßÇ, ìäêÄ∫çëúäì ÉêéåÄÑì, ‡ ÁÓÍðÂÏ‡ èãÄëíéÇß èêéÇéÑà
ìèêÄÇà èãÄëíèêàüíì, ‚Ò¥ı îìçÑÄíéêßÇ, ÑéÅêéÑß∫Ç Ú‡ ÜÖêíÇéÑÄÇñßÇ

ïðËÒÚÓÒ ÇÓÒÍðÂÒ!
Ä‰ðÂÒ‡: Plast Foundation, Inc., 144 Second Avenue, New York, NY 10003
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PREVIEW OF EVENTS

Thursday, April 27

CAMBRIDGE, Mass.: The Harvard
Ukrainian Research Institute Seminar
Series presents the Vasyl and Maria
Petryshyn
Memorial
Lecture
“Reinterpreting Ukrainian History: New
Sources and New Ideas” with Hiroaki
Kuromiya, professor of history, Indiana
University. The lecture will take place in
the Lower Level Conference Room,
Minda de Gunzburg Center for European
Studies, 27 Kirkland St., at 4-6 p.m. and
will be followed by an open discussion.
For further information call (617) 4954053.
Monday, May 1

ADVERTISING RATES FOR THE UKRAINIAN WEEKLY
(Published in English on Sundays)

ALL ADVERTISEMENTS MUST BE RECEIVED

ONE WEEK PRIOR TO PUBLICATION: FRIDAY NOON.
All general advertising: 1 inch, single column ___________________________________ $12.00

Fraternal and community advertising: 1 inch, single column __________________________ $ 7.50
FOUR-PAGE CENTERFOLD PULLOUT ________________________________________ $2,900.00

CAMBRIDGE, Mass.: The Harvard
Ukrainian Research Institute Seminar
Series presents “Hurrah les Cosaques!
French Revanchism, Cossack Revolts and
Verisimilitude in Paul Deroulede’s Play
‘L’Hetman’ ” with Ksenya Kiebuzinski,
Petro Jacyk bibliographer, Ukrainian
Research Institute and doctoral candidate,
department of romance languages and literatures, Brandeis University. The lecture
will take place in the HURI Seminar
Room, 1583 Massachusetts Ave., at 4-6
p.m. and will be followed by an open discussion. For further information call (617)
495-4053.
Friday, May 5

TORONTO: The Canadian Institute of
Ukrainian Studies at the University of
Toronto is holding a lecture by Tamara
Hundorova, University of Toronto and the
Institute of Literature at the Academy of
Sciences of Ukraine, titled “Bu-Ba-Bu as
Kitsch” (in Ukrainian). The lecture will be
held at University College, Room 152, at 4
p.m.
Saturday-Sunday, May 6-7

Quantity discounts:
Quantity discounts:
Quantity discounts:
Quantity discounts:

1-9 ads ______________ $12.00 per inch/Sc
10 or more ads ____________ 20% discount
24 or more ads ____________ 25% discount
52 ads ___________________ 30% discount

NOTE:
1. A 50% deposit must accompany the text of the advertisement.
2. All advertising correspondence should be directed to: Mrs. Maria Oscislawski, Advertising Manager,
2200 Route 10, P.O. Box 280, Parsippany, NJ 07054; Tel.: (973) 292-9800 (ext. 3040); Fax: (973) 644-9510
3. Kindly make checks payable to The Ukrainian Weekly.

WHAT?
YOU DON’T HAVE YOUR OWN
SUBSCRIPTION?

To subscribe to The Ukrainian Weekly, fill out the form below,
clip it and mail it to: Subscription Department, The Ukrainian Weekly,
2200 Route 10, P.O. Box 280, Parsippany, NJ 07054.
NAME: __________________________________________________________________________________
NAME: (please type or print)

HARTFORD, Conn.: An exhibit and sale
of framed and unframed photographs by
noted photojournalist Tania D’Avignon
will be held in the church hall of St.
Michael’s Ukrainian Catholic Church, 125
Wethersfield Ave., on Saturday at noon-5
p.m. and on Sunday at 9 a.m-2 p.m.
Proceeds from the sale will be donated to

the Children of Chornobyl Relief Fund.
For further information, call (860) 9563834.
Saturday, May 6; Tuesday, May 9

MILWAUKEE, Wisc.: New York City
Opera soprano Oksana Krovytska,
renowned for her interpretation of the role
of Cio-Cio San in Puccini’s “Madama
Butterfly,” will appear with the Florentine
Opera in the closing concert of the season.
Bonaventura Bottone, the acclaimed
English tenor, will sing the role of
Pinkerton. The performance, with the
Milwaukee Symphony Orchestra, Joseph
Rescigno, conducting, will take place in
Uihlein Hall of the Marcus Center for the
Performing Arts at 7:30 p.m. Pre-opera
talks by Prof. Corliss Phillabaum will be
given one hour prior to each performance
in the Anello Atrium in the Marcus Center.
Tickets, ranging in price from $22 to
$100, are available by calling the Marcus
Center Box Office, (414) 273-7206, or
Ticketmaster, (414) 276-4545.
Sunday, May 7

CHICAGO: Violinist Yuri Mazurkevich
and pianist Volodymyr Vynnytsky will
appear in an all Brahms program featuring
sonatas for violin and piano, to be held at
the Ukrainian Insititue of Modern Art,
2320 W. Chicago Ave., at 2 p.m. For additional information call (773) 227-5522.
ADVANCE NOTICE

Saturday-Sunday, May 20-21

PARMA, Ohio: St. Vladimir’s Ukrainian
Orthodox Cathedral and St. Josaphat’s
Ukrainian Catholic Cathedral are hosting
the program “United in Christ” to celebrate the birth of Jesus Christ. There will
be vespers at 5 p.m. on Saturday at St.
Vladimir ’s with the participation of
Metropolitan Constantine and Bishop
Robert Moskal. A banquet and concert will
be held at noon on Sunday at St.
Josaphat’s Astrodome Hall. Two
Ukrainian choirs, one adult and one youth,
will sing liturgical music. Sunday event
tickets are $35, adults; $20, children age
15 and under. Sales end May 7. For ticket
information call Cornel Osadsa, (440)

REMINDER REGARDING REQUIREMENTS:

Effective September 1, there is a $10 charge per submission for listings in
Preview of Events. The listing plus payment must be received no later than
one week before the desired date of publication. There is also the option of
prepayment for a series of listings.
Listings of no more than 100 words (written in Preview format) plus payment should be sent to: Preview of Events, The Ukrainian Weekly, 2200
Route 10, P.O. Box 280, Parsippany, NJ 07054. Information sent by fax
should include a copy of a check, in the amount of $10 per listing, made out
to The Ukrainian Weekly. The Weekly’s fax number is (973) 644-9510.

Full Financial Services
for our Ukrainian Community
Illinois - Jersey City - Indiana

ADDRESS: ___________________________________________________________________________________

CITY: _______________________________________________ STATE: _________ ZIP CODE: _____________
PHONE (optional): ______________________________________________________

❏ UNA member subscription price — $40.00/yr.
UNA Branch number _________________________

❏ Non-member subscription price — $50.00/yr.

SELFRELIANCE
Ukrainian Federal
Credit Union

ìÍð‡ªÌÒ¸Í‡ îÂ‰Âð‡Î¸Ì‡
äÓÓÔÂð‡ÚË‚Ì‡ ä‡Ò‡

"ëÄåéèéåßó"

Main Location: 2351 W. Chicago Ave. Chicago, IL 60622
Tel (773) 489-0520 Toll Free: (888) 222-UKR1 (8571)
Link to Chicagoland’s Ukrainian Community: www .selfreliance.com

