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$1/$2 in Ukraine

Kyiv site of myriad public ceremonies
by Roman Woronowycz
Kyiv Press Bureau

KYIV – Ukraine celebrated the ninth
anniversary of its independence on
August 24 in a manner that has become a
tradition during the Kuchma years: the
laying of flowers at the Shevchenko and
then the Hrushevsky monuments in Kyiv,
a special session of the Verkhovna Rada
at the Ukraina Palace National Concert
Hall, a parade on the Khreschatyk followed by pop concerts on the capital’s
main thoroughfare, and a fireworks display that evening.
Another, newer tradition – the reopening of a rebuilt historical landmark – also
continued. Unlike years past, however,
this year’s grand opening drew protests
and demonstrators, putting an edge on an
otherwise pleasant late summer day.
A decision by the Kuchma administration to turn the recently reconstructed
Uspenskyi Sobor (Dormition Cathedral),
part of the historic Kyivan Caves

Monastery (Pecherska Lavra), over to the
Ukrainian Orthodox Church – Moscow
Patriarchate (UOC-MP), drew protests
and demonstrations from members of
Ukraine’s two other Orthodox confessions during several Independence Day
events, including the ceremonial re-consecration of the rebuilt cathedral.
Nearly 2,000 gathered across the street
from the main entrance to the Pecherska
Lavra complex to express their dissatisfaction with the decision, but too late for
President Leonid Kuchma and other
high-level members of his administration
to hear. Organizers secretly decided to
move the consecration forward an hour
to avoid a potentially embarrassing or
even violent situation between supporters
of the UOC-MP and the UOC – Kyiv
Patriarchate. National militia monitored
entry to the historic grounds of the
monastery at various checkpoints on the
streets and allowed only those with spe(Continued on page 8)

Sobor’s re-dedication held amid protests
by Roman Woronowycz
Kyiv Press Bureau

Roman Woronowycz

The newly rebuilt Uspenskyi Sobor (Dormition Cathedral) in Ukraine’s capital.

KYIV – Inter-confessional disagreement over who should control the newly
reconstructed Uspenskyi Sobor
(Dormition Cathedral), the centerpiece of
the Kyivan Cave Monastery complex,
forced officials to turn the consecration
of the recently completed project from
an open and all-inclusive community
event into a tightly controlled, high-security ceremony for government leaders
and several hundred faithful and clergy
of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church –
Moscow Patriarchate (UOC-MP).

UNA disburses $25,000 in student scholarships
PARSIPPANY, N.J. – The Ukrainian
National Association has awarded a total
of more than $25,000 in scholarships to
141 college students throughout the
United States and Canada for use during
the 2000-2001 academic year. The recip-

ients, all members of the UNA, submitted their applications in late May for
consideration by the UNA Scholarship
Committee, consisting of Treasurer
Stefan Kaczaraj, Auditor Yaroslav
Zaviysky and Advisor Vasyl Luchkiv.

The top three UNA scholarship recipients for 2000-2001: (from left) Oxana
Radchenko, Rishi Barran and Kathryn Tiutiunnyk.

This year’s UNA scholarships add to
the more than $1.77 million awarded
by the UNA since 1946, continuing its
tradition of supporting the education
and development of today’s Ukrainian
American and Ukrainian Canadian
youth.
Using a predetermined procedure,
the Scholarship Committee awarded
$100 to each of 51 incoming freshmen,
$125 to each of 26 rising sophomores,
$150 to each of 30 juniors and $175 to
each of 24 seniors.
The 10 remaining recipients, whose
special applications were more carefully scrutinized, were awarded special
scholarships, entitling them to greater
financial assistance from the UNA.
(Continued on page 4)

Although it was thought that the ceremony, held on Ukrainian Independence Day,
would give further evidence of the re-emergence of a unified Ukrainian nation, extensive protests by faithful of the competing
UOC – Kyiv Patriarchate after government
officials decided to turn the structure over
to the Moscow Church served only to
accent the wide rift that continues to divide
the Ukrainian religious community and
Orthodoxy in particular.
The UOC-KP had demanded that all
three Ukrainian Orthodox confessions
should consecrate the Uspenskyi Sobor
and that it should remain under the control of a Ukrainian-based Church or a
joint governing body of the various confessions. The Kyiv Patriarchate protested
control over the structure by the UOCMP, which is subordinate to the Russian
Orthodox Church. The UOC-MP currently has jurisdiction over the territory of
the Kyivan Cave Monastery (Pecherska
Lavra) in which the Uspenskyi Sobor is
located.
“This is a historic Ukrainian church on
ancient and sacred Ukrainian territory, so
why is it going to a confession that is not
Ukrainian?” asked Oleksander Hudyma, a
member of the UOC-KP and vice-chairman
of the Ukrainian Union for a Single Local
Orthodox Church. “The city of Kyiv spent
59 million hrv to rebuild this church, which
now effectively becomes a 59 million hrv
gift to Moscow,” he added.
Mr. Hudyma, who spoke after leading a
demonstration of nearly 1,000 people outside the Ukraina Palace hall, where
President Leonid Kuchma and government
(Continued on page 3)
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Amending Ukraine’s Constitution:
Kuchma, Harry Potter and Godot
ANALYSIS

by Markian Bilynskyj

On July 14 the Ukrainian Parliament,
or Verkhovna Rada, began its summer
recess. Speaking the same day at a meeting of the Regional Council – the forum
of the presidentially appointed oblast
chairmen – President Leonid Kuchma
declared himself satisfied with the Rada’s
work during its fifth session, while Rada
Chairman Ivan Pliusch reported that the
legislature had “accomplished all of the
tasks it had been assigned.”
The parliamentary “Velvet Revolution”
at the beginning of the session had produced a pro-reform majority under a new
leadership capable of delivering many
more than the 226 votes needed for the
adoption of most legislation. This enabled
the Rada finally to begin to move on such
key issues as the adoption of the land and
tax codes, passing them in their first reading. Work has also accelerated on the
criminal and civil codes.
Most significant, however, in terms of
potential to unraveling the majority –
and precipitating a renewed confrontation between the Rada and the presidential administration, was the fate of
amendments to the Constitution proposed by President Kuchma as a result of
the April 16 referendum. Four proposed
amendments were overwhelmingly
approved by voters.
These would: give the president the
right to dismiss the Parliament if it proves
“unable to form a permanently functioning majority within one month or if it is
unable to approve within three months”
the budget submitted by the government;
limit the immunity of national deputies;
reduce the number of deputies from 450
to 300; and, finally, create a bicameral
parliament. Despite reservations and tension over this issue within the majority,
intensive consultations with the president’s administration persuaded enough
wavers to ensure that the presidential draft
law was approved in its first reading by a
comfortable 251 votes.
Essentially, the amendment procedure
is a two-step process that occurs over
consecutive sessions. By squeezing in
the vote on the president’s draft law just
before recessing, the Verkhovna Rada set
Markian Bilynskyj is director of field
operations for the U.S.-Ukraine
Foundation in Kyiv. The Washingtonbased foundation is a non-profit organization that supports the development of
democracy and civil society in Ukraine.

Quotable notes
“Remember: no politics! The
law, strict adherence to the law!
You should not pay attention to any
[international] conventions or opinions from the West. There is [only]
one politician in the country, he
should make political decisions.
And your concern is the law, the
Constitution – take [them] in your
hands and off you go!”
–
Belarusian
President
Alyaksandr Lukashenka at a meeting with top law enforcement officers on August 17 as quoted by
Belarusian Television and cited by
RFE/RL Poland, Belarus and
Ukraine Report.

the stage for the draft amendments to be
refined and adopted during the upcoming
sixth session. Yet the relative ease with
which the Rada eventually negotiated
this initial stage has not removed some
lingering doubts over its collective will
or ability to produce the constitutional
majority of 300 votes ultimately needed
to adopt the amendments. Accordingly,
some commentators believe that the July
13 vote was deceptive in that it simply
deferred until the next session a parliamentary or even general political crisis.
It is hardly surprising that the referendum initiative generated controversy from
its very inception. It was presented by the
official media and spokespersons as a
spontaneous, popular initiative to redress
the Verkhovna Rada’s putative structural
and anti-reform biases. Allegedly these
biases were preventing the “new”
President Kuchma from pursuing the
reformist mandate he had been granted
with his 1999 re-election.
However, no number of tediously
grave references to the incontestable
majesty of the popular will could disguise
the fact that the referendum was essentially a gambit by the presidential administration to bolster the president’s position
with respect to the Parliament by exploiting a widespread discontent that sees the
Verkhovna Rada – even in its new incarnation – as the collective embodiment of
Ukraine’s many political and economic
shortcomings.
There was no attempt by the official
media to explain the options in terms of
merits. Complex issues were reduced to
simple slogans essentially exhorting people
to vote “yes” for a better future. Thus, the
outcome of this exercise in the manipulation of the public’s considered ignorance
was almost a foregone conclusion. Yet,
despite objections and accusations from
several quarters about alleged procedural
violations and doubts over the veracity of
the official 81 percent voter turnout figure,
none of the referendum’s opponents challenged the results through the courts.
Since the Constitutional Court had
already ruled that the outcome of the referendum was binding, the issue then
became how to interpret the results in a
legally competent and coherent, not to
mention politically acceptable, manner –
a process that involves changing numerous laws affected by the amendments.
Two alternative draft amendment laws
were submitted to the Constitutional
Court to review their compatibility with
Article 157 (which states that
Constitutional amendments that limit citizens’ rights and freedoms, “liquidate”
independence, or violate Ukraine’s territorial integrity are impermissible). One draft
was from President Kuchma and the other
was drafted on behalf of the parliamentary
opposition by the maverick former minister of justice, Serhii Holovatyi and former
Rada chairman and Socialist presidential
candidate, Oleksander Moroz. The former
document reflects a very narrow interpretation of the referendum’s outcome. It
omitted the question of the creation of a
second, upper parliamentary chamber,
preferring to await the deliberations of a
committee specially formed to examine
the implications of this most complex of
the proposed amendments. The
Holovatyi/Moroz (H/M) interpretation
was much broader and addressed a whole
series of issues relating to the balance of
power between the legislature, executive
(Continued on page 14)
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Pensioners march in Donetsk

DONETSK – Some 6,000 pensioners
marched in Donetsk on August 29 to
demand that local authorities grant official
status to the Russian language in their
region, which is mainly Russian-speaking,
Interfax reported. The pensioners also
demanded that prices for utilities, housing
and bread be lowered. According to
Hryhorii Samoilyk, leader of the Donetsk
branch of the Socialist Party, the oblast population owed 851 million hrv ($156 million) in utility payments as of July 1, while
wage arrears in the oblast stood at 800 million hrv. That same day the Donetsk Oblast
Council refused to put the pensioners’
demands on its agenda, prompting the
demonstrators to announce that they will
stage another protest on September 12.
(RFE/RL Newsline)
Solidarity celebrates 20th birthday

GDANSK – “Nobody has the sole rights
to what happened 20 years ago – it was a
joint effort by many people,” former
Solidarity leader Lech Walesa said in
Gdansk on August 29, opening three days
of festivities to mark Solidarity’s birthday.
Mr. Walesa noted that the developments
gained such speed “that we did not manage
to express due thanks to all who deserved
it.” He added, “Thus, I say thank you 20
years later to all those who contributed.” As
he spoke, Mr. Walesa stood on an electrical
cart as he had done in the 1980s. The celebrations’ organizers reconstructed a
Communist state-run grocery inside the
Gdansk shipyard, with shelves as bare as
under communism. A water cannon and an
armored personnel carrier were on display
to recall how special police forces suppressed the street protests in the 1980s.
(RFE/RL Newsline)
Gdansk honors Thatcher, Reagan

GDANSK – The Baltic port of Gdansk
on August 24 granted honorary citizenship
to former British Prime Minister Margaret
Thatcher and former U.S. President Ronald
Reagan “for [their] historic role in dismantling the Iron Curtain and effective support
for the movement for democracy and freedom in our country,” the Associated Press
reported. The bestowal of honorary citizenship on the two former leaders was one of
the events intended to celebrate the 20th
anniversary of the birth of Solidarity.
According to a recent poll by OBOP, 84
percent of Poles see the August 1980 strike
in Gdansk, which resulted in an agreement
between the protesting workers and the
Communist government, as well as in the
emergence of Solidarity, as an important
event in Poland’s history. Eighty-one percent said Solidarity’s first leader, Lech
Walesa, deserves to be particularly remem-
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bered by future generations. (RFE/RL
Newsline)
Kyiv repays $100 M ahead of schedule

KYIV – Ukraine last week paid a $100
million debt to the International Monetary
Fund ahead of its repayment schedule,
Interfax reported on August 25. Prime
Minister Viktor Yuschenko commented that
the repayment was made “exclusively with
the aim of focusing attention on the
resumption of [the IMF’s $2.6 billion loan
program].” According to Mr. Yuschenko,
this move is intended “to cut short discussions about the technique and methodology” of determining the hard-currency
reserves in the National Bank of Ukraine.
An international audit ordered by the IMF
found earlier this year that the bank had
overstated the size of those reserves in 1997
in reports to the fund. The IMF suspended
its loan program to Ukraine in September
1999. (RFE/RL Newsline)
Tymoshenko: Russia to raise gas price

KYIV – Vice Prime Minister Yulia
Tymoshenko has said Russia is planning to
sell gas to Ukraine for $103 per 1,000 cubic
meters, Interfax reported on August 19.
“Russia is going to forbid the supply of gas
to Ukraine for any structures, including
Itera or other suppliers, create a state gas
supply monopoly and set the price of $103
per 1,000 cubic meters at the border with
Ukraine. In fact, a monopoly is to be created to prevent the purchase of gas at market
prices,” Ms. Tymoshenko said. According
to the vice prime minister, Ukrainian gas
consumers will not be able to buy gas at
such a price and, therefore, Kyiv will have
to switch to buying Turkmen gas. Ms.
Tymoshenko recalled that she had negotiated the purchase of Turkmen gas at the price
of $50 per 1,000 cubic meters at the
Turkmen border. (RFE/RL Newsline)
Expert predicts lower grain output

KYIV – Yurii Makarov, an expert from
the International Grains Council, told
RFE/RL’s Ukrainian Service on August 22
that this year’s grain output in Ukraine will
be lower than last year’s. The government
expects the current crop to be higher than in
1999, when the country harvested a record
low of 24.5 million tons of grain, according
to official data. Mr. Makarov said, however,
that the 1999 grain output was in fact 23.7
million tons, while this year’s will barely
reach 23 million tons. He noted that the
main reasons for the poor harvest in
Ukraine are high fuel prices, the shortage of
fertilizers and pesticides, and unfavorable
weather conditions. According to Mr.
Makarov, Ukraine’s recent restrictions on
(Continued on page 18)
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hundreds in Mykolaiv Oblast

No. 36

THE UKRAINIAN WEEKLY

by Roman Woronowycz
Kyiv Press Bureau

KYIV – A massive outbreak of what
Mykolaiv Oblast officials are describing as
toxic chemical poisoning has affected more
than 400 individuals and has led to the declaration of a state of emergency in the
region. On August 29, President Leonid
Kuchma visited the area for a first-hand
look at the situation, which health officials
have said is due to water and soil contamination.
Officials of the Ministry of Health
blamed the illnesses on environmental pollution from military toxic waste dumps that
mark the area, which until recently had a
large concentration of nuclear missile
launch sites. The ministry said the outbreak
is due to the decomposition of rocket fuels
that have been improperly discarded. The
Ministry of Defense, however, has denied
any that any rocket fuel has been errantly
misplaced or spilled in the area.
The first victims appeared in late June in
the village of Boleslavchyk. Since then a
total of 410 people – 240 children among
them – have come down with the symptoms, which include nausea and headaches
followed by sleepiness, fainting spells and
the onset of an itchy rash. Seventy-six victims are currently hospitalized. The children
of Boleslavchyk and the neighboring villages of Chausove, Michuryne and Pidhiria
were evacuated only after scores of people
had already fallen ill.
During his visit to the area, Mr. Kuchma
chaired a meeting of a special commission
formed to determine the cause of the thus
far non-fatal affliction. Two theories as to
the source of the epidemic are being consid-

Sobor’s re-dedication...

ered, both of which relate to the leeching of
toxins into local soil and water. The first
hypothesis, which is supported by the
oblast’s chief medical official, puts the
blame on improperly discarded rocket fuel
from nearby nuclear missile launch sites,
which only recently were dismantled and
destroyed.
The second one implicates nitrates, commonly found in fertilizers that have entered
the environment after illegal dumping by
unknown agricultural entities. President
Kuchma’s press spokesman, Oleksander
Martynenko, said that an investigation had
begun into several fertilizer storage sites,
including one formerly utilized by a South
Korean firm.
After his meeting with the members of
the commission and local officials,
President Kuchma emphasized that it is too
early to rule out either possibility and said
he is inclined to believe that both theories
have some merit.
“I am sure there is a complex cause,”
said President Kuchma.
The next day Mr. Martynenko added
that, while not rejecting the leeching fuel
theory outright, the government finds it
dubious because in the recent past the
nuclear missiles located in the area were the
SS-24 series. He cited a report by the
Pivdenne Design Bureau, which states that
solid fuel such as that used by rockets in
Ukraine does not contain heptyl or amyl,
the two fuels suspected as possible causes
of the illnesses.
Even so, President Kuchma sent a
request to Moscow to determine in Sovietera records whether there were any unpubli(Continued on page 4)

(Continued from page 1)
leaders were attending a concert commemorating Ukrainian
Independence Day. He said that the president, in typical
fashion, refused to heed his own inclinations, and was
swayed by those close to him.
The UOC-KP had hoped that public pressure brought
upon President Kuchma would force him to amend the
decision. But the president let it be known on the eve of the
consecration that he did not believe there was sufficient
popular demand for the change. He said that, in his opinion,
the conflict was rooted in politics and was organized by his
opponents.
“People are sick and tired of political score-settling,”
explained Mr. Kuchma. “They want to live quietly and
build Ukraine. Nobody will be allowed to hinder them.”
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by Irene Jarosewich

UNITED NATIONS – In January of this
year Ukraine began a two-year tenure as
one of 10 non-permanent members of the
United Nations Security Council. Directing
Ukraine’s work at the Security Council is
one of the key responsibilities of
Ambassador Valeriy P. Kuchinsky, first
deputy permanent representative of Ukraine
to the United Nations.
Mr. Kuchinsky’s career in the diplomatic service spans almost three decades.
An expert on international security and
disarmament, Ambassador Kuchinsky
joined Ukraine’s U.N. mission in 1999,
after having served at the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs in Kyiv for two years, and
as deputy chief of mission at the Embassy
of Ukraine in Washington in 1992-1997.
Mr. Kuchinsky also served in the United
Nations Secretariat in New York in 19751980.
On the eve of the United Nations
Millennium Summit, during which 180
heads of state will come to New York City
September 5-9, and a special meeting of the
Security Council on September 7,
Ambassador Kuchinsky gave this interview
at the United Nations.
The upcoming United Nations
Millennium Summit has been categorized by various media as the largest
gathering of heads of state in recorded
history. Within the summit program,
however, a so-called “mini-summit” by
the heads of states of countries that are
members of the Security Council will
also take place. Ukraine, apparently, has
had a direct role in influencing this meeting. Please explain Ukraine’s initiative.

Members of the Ukrainian government and the presidential administration repeatedly stressed in the days leading up
to the consecration that the cathedral would remain the
property of the state and would not come under the control
of any single confession.
But for the UOC-KP faithful the issue was control of the
premises, and activists had promised to disrupt the ceremony if their demands were not met. Other more radical
groups that had entered the fracas, such as the chauvinistically inclined Ukrainian National Assembly/Ukrainian
National Self-Defense (UNA/UNSO), had gone so far as to
state that they would destroy the church before allowing it
to come under UOC-MP jurisdiction. The uproar led militia
officials to severely restrict public entry to the Pecherska
Lavra grounds on the day of the ceremony and to limit
attendance to people who had received special invitations.
Nearly 2,000 demonstrators gathered outside the Lavra,

Roman Woronowycz

Seen during a protest against the government’s decision to turn the Uspenskyi Sobor over to the UOC-MP
are organizers (from left) Pavlo Movchan, Oles Shevchenko, Mykola Horyn, Oleksander Hudyma and
Anatolii Matvienko.

Irene Jarosewich

Ambassador Valeriy P. Kuchinsky

Indeed, this gathering the first week of
September will bring together not only 180
heads of state, but entire delegations of government officials and policy experts, and
will be an excellent opportunity for meeting
with international counterparts. The idea for
the special meeting of the heads of state of
the Security Council was President Leonid
Kuchma’s initiative – to use the opportunity
of the United Nations Millennium Summit
in New York to hold a “summit within a
summit” if you will.
Ukraine introduced this idea at a meeting
of the Security Council – this will be only
(Continued on page 4)

one of the holiest sites of Ukrainian Orthodoxy, with placards and banners critical of Mr. Kuchma, who many believe
was the decisive voice behind the decision to give the
cathedral to Moscow. The president’s spouse is an active
supporter of the UOC-MP.
Neither the protesters – nor the invited, for that matter –
knew the ceremony had been moved forward an hour from
its scheduled noontime start to avoid potential conflict.
Before most anyone was in place, the presidential cavalcade unexpectedly pulled up at the main gate to the
monastery complex at 11 a.m. The premature arrival left the
fewer than 300 demonstrators who had arrived early disorganized and unable to voice their protests before President
Kuchma and his entourage scooted inside the grounds.
The president led an official delegation that also included Verkhovna Rada Chairman Ivan Pliusch, First Vice
Prime Minister Yevhen Yekhanurov and Kyiv Mayor
Oleksander Omelchenko. They, along with the 500 or so
who had arrived early and had to pass three security checks
before entering the grounds, watched beneath a bright azure
sky as UOC-MP Metropolitan Volodymyr Sabodan blessed
the church and its seven golden cupolas and led an hourlong moleben.
In a short greeting, President Kuchma said the reconstructed Uspenskii Sobor is a landmark of Ukraine’s modern history. “This is a tribute and a show of respect to the
previous generations, to those who developed the strongholds of our national identity and spirituality,” said Mr.
Kuchma.
He said that, while working to continue to develop the
spirituality of the nation, the government will resist “the
kindling of enmity and religious intolerance.”
The president criticized those who he said want to cause
conflict and upheaval within the country and between the
confessions. “I fully believe that those who want a united,
local all-Ukrainian Church are sincere, but the drastic methods they utilize do not benefit the Church,” he commented.
By the time the two-hour ceremony was completed, the
crowd of demonstrators outside the front gates of the
Pecherska Lavra had swelled. As the protesters chanted,
“For Shame, Mr. Kuchma” and “Moscow Church, get out
of Ukraine,” Mr. Kuchma and his entourage left through a
back entrance.
The Uspenskyi Sobor, originally erected in 1073 at
(Continued on page 21)
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(Continued from page 3)
second time in U.N. history that such a
meeting of the Security Council will take
place – with the idea that at the beginning of
the new millennium we should review the
Security Council – how it operates, its
effectiveness and efficiency, what is needed,
what could be changed, what are the trends
for the immediate future.
There was some resistance. Certain
members of the United Nations expressed
resentment that the “extra” summit would
take away from the major summit, but the
Security Council is an integral and essential
organ of the United Nations – and in July
Ukraine’s proposal was accepted. The topic
of this meeting is the role of the Security
Council in maintaining peace in the 21st
century and, as initiators of the idea of this
summit of the Security Council, Ukraine is
the major author of the draft final document
that will be accepted at this meeting.

According to Security Council proceedings, Ukraine has maintained an
active role within this body. How is
Ukraine perceived within the Security
Council, and what is the nature of its
relationship with other members?

There are 15 members of the Security
Council, and one of the first questions we
faced was how will we find our place
among them, in particular among the five
permanent members – the United States,
Great Britain, Russia, France and China.
We are, for example, a strategic partner
of the United States. Also, President
Kuchma has announced that Ukraine’s foreign policy direction is integration into
Europe. In addition, Russia is also a strategic partner.
I am proud to say that in the nine months
since Ukraine joined the Security Council,
we have been able to find a position that
above all else, commands respect from the
other members, despite the fact, I hate to
say, that some countries, both members and
non-members of the Security Council, did
not expect that this would happen. There
was speculation as to “whose side” Ukraine
would join.
Ukraine, however, has consistently maintained positions that, above all else, reflect
our national priorities and our national interests. For example, the recent issue regarding
the Serbian representative. Ukraine’s position is that in such a complex issue the
Serbian representative should be allowed to
speak – and though we voted as Russia
voted on this issue, I must tell you, we did
not speak with them about this vote before-

UNA disburses...

(Continued from page 1)
• The Joseph and Dora Galandiuk
Scholarship, in the amount of $2,000 was
awarded to Oxana Radchenko (UNA
Branch 83), 24, of King of Prussia, Pa., a
senior accounting major at La Salle
University.
• The $750 Vera Stangl Scholarship
was awarded to Rishi Barran (UNA
Branch 777), 19, of Auburn, N.Y., a
freshman majoring in journalism at the
University of Maryland at College Park.
• The Joseph Wolk Scholarship, carrying
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hand. The situation in the Balkans is of
vital interest to us; we have our own position on it.
The United States, for example, takes
positions in the Security Council that reflect
only their national interest, often pressuring
others to vote with them, such as Great
Britain – and I say this with all respect to
the United States – this is a country that can
afford to do that. We may not be able to
pressure other countries, but we do, above
all else, maintain our national interest. It
may have come as a surprise to some countries that Ukraine could not be taken for
granted.
In the first half-year there were 200
meetings of the council, 100 open and 100
closed, and 25 resolutions were accepted.
Ukraine has presented a position on almost
every issue. Our activity has allowed us to
fully participate in the Security Council
process and our assertive and active position has brought respect – because let’s face
it – some countries simply attend these
meetings.
In terms of the work of the Security
Council, how is Ukraine’s relationship
with the United States?

In general, I must say we have an excellent relationship with the United States,
with Ambassador [Richard] Holbrooke.
We also work very closely with Great
Britain, and also have a fruitful relationship with the African representatives. By
the way, we are a member of the nonaligned members of the Security Council
and attend meetings of that caucus – so we
consult both with the P-5 (five permanent
members) as well as with the non-aligned
countries.
Sometimes we are asked by other members from the non-aligned countries, for
example Iran, Iraq, Sudan, Cyprus, to present information that can influence a
Security Council decision, especially
regarding the P-5. Ukraine has taken a
position as a bridge-builder.
Which issues currently being discussed at the Security Council most
affect Ukraine?

Ukraine is interested in most issues of
the Security Council – European, Africa,
Asia, whatever – but let’s focus on
European issues. The Balkans, for obvious
reasons, the proximity to Ukraine, affect
Ukraine’s national interest. As a result of the
trade sanctions, Ukraine and other countries
have lost enormous resources, many millions of dollars.
Even today [August 15] I spoke at the
session on Bosnia-Herzegovina, I again

a $750 stipend, was awarded to Kathryn
Tiutiunnyk (UNA Branch 360), 21, of
Buffalo, N.Y., a senior majoring in exercise
science at the University of Buffalo.
Two students received the $500
Jarosewycz Scholarship:
• Laryssa Czebiniak (UNA Branch
184), 20, of Johnson City, N.Y., a junior
majoring in communication and minoring
in German at the State University of New
York at Geneseo; and
• Jessica Evans (UNA Branch 293),
20, of Carteret, N.J., a junior majoring in
physics with a minor in mathematics at
The College of New Jersey.
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reminded the council of the losses that
Ukraine continues to suffer as a result of
sanctions. I mentioned that Ukraine should
be compensated in the form of being given
consideration for special projects to rebuild
and restore the region.
Furthermore we are actively participating
in peacekeeping operations in Kosovo and
international peace force in BosniaHerzegovina. Ukraine sends troops to many
peacekeeping operations – in Africa, the
Congo, Lebanon, observers in East Timor,
Ethiopia and Eritrea. In terms of peacekeeping missions, Ukraine is becoming a major
force within the U.N. structure.
What advantage does Ukraine have
from its position in the Security Council?

Obviously being in the Security Council
allows us to better defend our national interests. Also, when Ukraine was accepted as a
member of Security Council it was an
acknowledgment of Ukraine’s place in the
world.
We participate in decisions that affect
the destiny of other countries of the world.

Toxic chemical poisoning...

(Continued from page 3)
cized earlier spills or leaks of rocket fuel
from the older SS-18 series of nuclear missiles, which used liquid fuel. Ukrainian
Ministry of Defense records indicate that
the last major accident at a missile-launching site in the area occurred in 1978.
As the debate raged over the source of
the epidemic, another lesser one continued
on what prompted its onset. Some people in
the village of Boleslavchyk said symptoms
developed in the first victims after a huge
pink and silver cloud of unknown origin
developed above the area on May 28,
according to the newspaper Den. Within a
day birds had disappeared from the area,
witnesses testified.
Others hypothesized that the epidemic’s
origin can be found in the unearthing of a
large pit by local officials days before the
first victims became ill. The pit, which was
originally dug in 1978, is said to contain old
rocket components and, ostensibly, fuel as
well. That pit has now been covered once
again.
The only thing the government officially
has established, besides the fact that it has
hundreds of people sick for unknown reasons, is that there is an abundance of toxic
chemicals in the local soil and water supply.
Extensive testing has determined the
existence of high levels of nitrosodimethylamide, fluorine ions and formaldehyde,

Five students were awarded the $500
Blackstone Scholarship:
• Elizabeth Ellington (UNA Branch
206), 21, of Arnold, Md., a junior majoring in architecture and minoring in interior design at Auburn University;
• Julie Erickson (UNA Branch 206),
20, of Woonsocket, R.I., a junior majoring in human development and family
studies with a minor in psychology at the
University of Rhode Island;
• Karen Erickson (UNA Branch 206),
18, of Woonsocket, R.I., a freshman majoring in athletic training at Ithaca College;
• J. Nicholas Hull (UNA Branch 241),
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Security Council resolutions are compulsory for all member-countries of the
United Nations. Security Council resolutions override bilateral relations. For
example, regardless of whatever bilateral
trade agreements we may have with a
country, if sanctions are imposed, we must
abide by them.
An example of a decision that directly
affected Ukraine was a decision made in
1994. Russia raised the issue of the status of
Sevastopol, claimed it was a Russian city.
Ukraine appealed to the Security Council
on this issue and the council reiterated, in a
statement issued by its president, that
Sevastopol was an integral part of Ukraine
– and this was something that Russia had to
accept, because in these matters the Security
Council is the highest international authority. And if the highest authority makes a
judgment – it is important – and the countries have to comply, they have to live with
the decision, have to respect it.
The willingness to respect the decisions
of the Security Council is essential to
reducing conflict worldwide. Now Ukraine
can better influence this process.
which exceed safety parameters by 10 to 50
times. Those chemicals are by-products of
the rocket fuels heptyl and amyl used in
Soviet-era liquid fuel nuclear missiles.
Large nitrate concentrations also have been
found, exceeding safety levels by between
two and 15 times.
President Kuchma said Kyiv would do
everything possible to help treat the victims
and determine the source of the problem.
He committed 1 million hrv from state coffers to the local budget and instructed the
government to immediately supply fresh
drinking water.
The president also directed appropriate
government ministries to conduct additional
investigations of local agricultural fertilizer
storage sites and nine older SS-18 missilelaunch sites in the area that were scrapped
in the 1960s-1970s.
Ukraine inherited 130 SS-19 and 46 SS24 missiles from the Soviet Union, which it
agreed to disarm and dismantle in a 1994
trilateral agreement involving Kyiv,
Washington and Moscow. The last nuclear
warhead was removed from Ukraine in July
1996. The final liquid fuel missiles were
dismantled in June 1998. Prior to that, more
than 9,000 tons of amyl and 3,300 tons of
heptyl were discharged from the missiles
and shipped for recycling.
The last of the SS-24 nuclear missiles,
which utilize solid rocket fuel and are found
mostly in the affected Pervomaisk raion, are
to be scrapped by December 2001.

19, of St. Petersburg, Fla., a sophomore
with a double major in history and
Russian studies at Brown University; and
• Kenneth Payette (UNA Branch 206),
21, of Woonsocket, R.I., a senior majoring in sociology at Rhode Island
College.
In addition, the UNA awarded $500
and $250 to students pursuing Ukrainian
studies at the University of Alberta and
the University of Manitoba, respectively.
A further sum of $500 was distributed
among graduates of Immaculate Conception
High School in Hamtramck, Mich.
– Peter Steciuk

Top UNA scholars include: (from left) Jarosewycz Scholarship recipients Laryssa Czebiniak and Jessica Evans, and Blackstone Scholarship recipients Elizabeth Ellington,
Julie Erickson, Karen Erickson, J. Nicholas Hull and Kenneth Payette.
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UNA Seniors gather at 26th Conference at Soyuzivka

The executive board of the UNA Seniors: (seated, from left) Alice Orlan, Anna
Chopek, (standing) Sam Liteplo, Olga Liteplo, Larissa Dijak, Eugene Woloshyn
and Olga Paproski.
by Anna Chopek

KERHONKSON, N.Y. – The Ukrainian
National Association Seniors celebrated
their 26th anniversary at Soyuzivka on June
11-16. They again showed their generosity
as they made the final payment of $1,500
on the gazebo that has been erected in the
open area opposite the resort’s Main House.
The total cost was $3,500, and the money
was raised over a three-year period.
As the public enjoys the gazebo, let’s
hope that they follow the example of the
UNA Seniors by donating money for some
much needed capital improvements at
Soyuzivka. I am sure that Soyuzivka will
be most grateful.
These generous seniors come to the conference bringing Ukrainian-style artifacts
for the annual auction, and then they enjoy
bidding on them. The auction, so ably conducted by Eugene Woloshyn with the assistance of Eugene Moroz, together with
donations, brought in $1,000.
The UNA Seniors also conduct a raffle
during the banquet. The prizes this year
were donated by Alice Orlan (a full-sized
wool coverlet from Ukraine and a child’s
wool embroidered vest), Natalie Lapic (a
decorated wooden box from Ukraine), Olga
Paproski (a poppy floral centerpiece), and
John A. Flis, manager of Soyuzivka (a
magnum of champagne). Marie Prucknicki
and Nellie Yavarow, the chairpersons of the
raffle committee, and their helpers, Eva
Uzych, Leo Uzych, Ms. Paproski, Larissa
Dijak, Olga Moroz and Mary Bobeczko,
sold the raffle tickets, bringing in $516.
In addition to the gazebo contribution,

Youngstown District
to host UNA picnic
YOUNGSTOWN, Ohio – The
Youngstown District of the
Ukrainian National Association will
host a picnic at St. Anne’s Church
on Kirk Road on Sunday,
September 17, beginning at 1 p.m.
Admission is $3 for adults; children under age 12, free.
Food and refreshments will be
provided. To make a reservation
call Estelle Woloshyn, (330) 7261937; Mary Makar, (330) 782-6395;
or Annabelle Borovitsky, (330) 7998037; by September 9.

the UNA Seniors donated $100 to the
Ukrainian National Women’s League of
America project called The Babusia Fund,
which aids needy grandmothers in Ukraine;
$100 to The Ukrainian Weekly Press Fund;
$100 to the Svoboda Press Fund; and $100
to the Jubilee Committee of the Holy
Trinity Ukrainian Catholic Parish of
Kerhonkson, N.Y., for an ad in its 35th
anniversary jubilee book.
On Monday morning, members participated in a divine liturgy and panakhyda at
Holy Trinity Ukrainian Catholic Church in
memory of deceased UNA Seniors.
The conference was opened by President
Anna Chopek. The American and
Ukrainian national anthems, led by Mr.
Moroz, were sung, the “Pledge of
Allegiance” was recited, and the business
session began. Mrs. Chopek was chosen as
conference chairman, Olga Liteplo as
English secretary, and Ms. Dijak as
Ukrainian secretary. Appointments to committees were made: nominating committee
– Mrs. Uzych and Mrs. Sarachman; donations committee – Estelle Woloshyn, Ms.
Bobeczko and Irene Russnak; auditing
committee – Tatiana Rishko and Olga
Shatynsky.
A moment of silence was held in
remembrance of deceased UNA Seniors.
Mr. Moroz led members in the singing of
Mnohaya Lita for Dr. Roman Baranowskyj
on the occasion of his 95th birthday. Dr.
Baranowskyj is a longtime active member
of the UNA Seniors and is well known in
the Ukrainian community for his work on
Ukrainian causes.
Minutes of the 1999 conference were
read in English and Ukrainian, respectively,
by Ms. Liteplo and Ms. Dijak. Reports
were given by the officers, and controllers
reported that the treasurer’s books were in
order. A vote of confidence was passed.
The nominating committee presented the
following slate for the years 2000-2001:
Mrs. Chopek, president; Alice Orlan, executive vice-president; Sam Liteplo, vicepresident; Ms. Paproski, treasurer; Ms.
Liteplo, English secretary; and Ms. Dijak,
Ukrainian secretary. Nominated as area representatives were: Jaroslawa Kovach,
Connecticut; Mr. Moroz, Massachusetts;
Maria Mandzij, New Jersey; Dr. Stefania
Baranowski, Kerhonkson and Catskill area;
Chrystyna Dziuba, Rochester, N.Y., and
vicinity; Helen Trenkler, Rhode Island; Ms.
Bobeczko, Ohio; Mrs. Uzych and John R.
Lapic, Pennsylvania. The vote for the slate
was unanimous.

The Rev. Bohdan Lukie learns that he has won first prize in the raffle.

The donations committee recommended
the distribution of $1,900 to the aforementioned charities, and the recommendation
was unanimously accepted.
Registration – handled by Ms. Paproski,
Dr. Baranowski and Ms. Bobeczko –
brought in 80 conference participants coming from many areas of the United States.
Social activities included a Ukrainian
sing-along led by Ms. Liteplo and Mr.
Moroz. An informal wine and hors d’oeuvres party held in the lobby of the Main
House and a bingo night conducted by
Nicholas and Ms. Bobeczko, John and
Helen Laba, and Mr. Liteplo were well
attended and enjoyed by all. Some members
joined the UNWLA branch in Kerhonkson
for some fun at a gambling casino in
Connecticut.
A Hutsul dinner was served one evening
and, in connection with the Hutsul theme,
the video “Carpathian Journey” was played,
showing the customs and traditions of this
region. Other videos brought by members,

including one on the Volyn region, were
viewed during the week.
There were also serious moments during
the conference as Mrs. Chopek, an attorney
talked on legal matters of interest to the seniors, concentrating on the definition of cost
basis and its effect on capital gains and
income tax liability. Mr. Moroz showed
slides and gave an interesting review of his
trip to Japan. Soyuzivka’s manager, Mr.
Flis, gave an overview of the problems facing Soyuzivka and its prospects for the
future.
The annual review of current events in
Ukraine was given in Ukrainian by Dr.
Roman Baranowskyj and in English by Dr.
Roman Procyk, executive director of the
Harvard Ukrainian Studies Fund. Some of
the items covered were: the celebration of
the eighth anniversary of Ukraine’s independence; the elections and the inauguration of President Leonid Kuchma; the treaty
between Moldova and Ukraine as to bound(Continued on page 20)

Club Suzie-Q’ers meet, unofficially

KERHONKSON, N.Y. – Members of Club Suzie-Q from the East Coast, Midwest
and Canada vacationed as part of the group’s 17th annual summer week at
Soyuzivka on August 12-19. Billed this year as an “unofficial” event, the gathering
nevertheless drew 20-some club members who have developed close ties of
friendship over the years and who just couldn’t stay away. Newly chosen Miss
Soyuzivka Michelle Polywka (front row, sixth from right) “unofficially” joined in Club
Suzie-Q’s traditional “official” photo.
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Commitment to our youth continues

“What sculpture is to a block of marble, education is to the soul.”
– Joseph Addison, English essayist (1672-1719).

This week’s front page carries a news story about the Ukrainian National
Association’s Scholarship Program by means of which this fraternal organization
this year has allocated $25,300 to deserving students working toward undergraduate degrees at colleges and universities throughout North America as they seek
to build their futures.
A total of 141 students, two universities and one high school are the beneficiaries of the awards for the 2000-2001 academic year.
The UNA annually provides these scholarships as a way to support its young
members and to encourage them to pursue higher education. In the case of the
two universities, the stipends are intended for students of Ukrainian studies at the
University of Alberta and the University of Manitoba; the high school that benefits from the UNA grant is Immaculate Conception Ukrainian Catholic High
School in Hamtramck, Mich.
Through its Scholarship Program – which has been functioning informally
almost since the UNA’s establishment in 1894 – the UNA has always cared for
the welfare and advancement of its members. The formal scholarship came into
being after the 25th UNA Convention voted in 1962 to establish a program to
assist Ukrainian students, particularly those majoring in Ukrainian-related fields,
political science, history and journalism. Acting on the convention’s resolution,
the UNA Supreme Assembly at its 1964 annual meeting instituted the UNA
Scholarship Committee and allocated a sum of $2,000 for the first annual scholarship awards for academic year 1964-1965.
The funds disbursed annually have grown exponentially since then, as seen
from a perusal of UNA reports. UNA records also indicate that from 1946
through 1999 the Ukrainian National Association has awarded more than $1.77
million to approximately 4,500 students. (Earlier donations, grants as small as
$20 given to needy students, were not listed in UNA records specifically as student scholarships.)
This year’s scholarship recipients then, are just the latest group in a long line
of students who have benefited from this critically important fraternal benefit
provided by the fraternal benefit society of which they are members. (A fraternal
benefit that, it should be noted, is only one of many the UNA offers to its members of all ages in addition to the life insurance coverage members purchase by
applying for membership.)
And, as always, the UNA has demonstrated that it cares for our youths’ intellectual and spiritual enrichment and, by extension, for the future of our community, which the youth of today will someday lead.

Sept.
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Turning the pages back...

This newspaper recently focused on the Ukrainian
Diaspora Olympiad held in the Philadelphia area over the
Fourth of July holiday weekend. Our reports both prior to and
after the sports event noted that this was the third such megameet and that all three were held in and around Philadelphia.
The first Olympiad was held 64 years ago, on September 7, 1936. The Weekly of
June 12, 1976, published an article by Walter N. Nackoney titled “The First Ukrainian
Olympiad.” Following are excerpts from that op-ed article, written on the 40th
anniversary of the landmark event.

1936

***

With a general awakening of a Ukrainian consciousness in the early 1930s and with
the rise of the Ukrainian youth movement, a unique event was conceived, developed
and staged in Philadelphia, Pa., on Labor Day, September 7, 1936, known as the First
Ukrainian American Olympiad.
Under the encouragement and guidance of Dr. Walter Gallan and the late Stephen
Shumeyko, who was then a pioneering editor of The Ukrainian Weekly, a youth committee was formed in Philadelphia to plan a wide program of athletic events to be held
in conjunction with the convening of the Fourth Ukrainian Youth Congress in 1936.
Representatives of various youth clubs in Philadelphia met and formed the First
Ukrainian American Olympiad Committee. ...
Preparations began in early 1935 by planning a Field Day for July 1935. It was held on
Malendevich’s Farm and Picnic Grove in Blackwood, N.J. All Philadelphia clubs were
invited to come and compete in a variety of athletic contests. This event was to serve as a
lead-up for 1936 event. It was staged under very modest, but enthusiastic conditions.
A primitive 220-yard track was laid out in a flat area of a field for the running
events. Anticipating more than the usual number of spills because of the rough race
course, a young local physician, Dr. Peter W. Romanow, later to become an outstanding orthopedic surgeon of the Philadelphia area, volunteered to be on hand to attend to
athletic casualties. ...
As the concept of the Ukrainian American Olympiad was further publicized in the
coming months, a number of other preparatory local meets in Ukrainian communities
in the eastern part of U.S. were reported. The goal of the committee was to offer as
many types of athletic contests as possible, besides the standard track and field events.
Therefore, as part of the projected program, plans were made to include swimming
meets, volleyball, baseball and a Ukrainian folk dancing contest.
An official sanction was obtained from the Middle Atlantic Association of the Amateur
Athletic Union of the U.S., and the track events were considered as Ukrainian American
(Continued on page 18)
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Abortion in Ukraine: a health crisis
NEWS AND VIEWS
by Oleh Wolowyna

Recently released preliminary results
from the 1999 Ukraine Reproductive
Health Survey document an alarming
level of abortions among Ukrainian
women. Almost 40 percent of all women
age 15 to 44 have had at least one abortion, and 18 percent had at least two
abortions. Since January 1994 almost
half of all the pregnancies that ended
were terminated by induced abortions,
and there were more abortions reported
than live births.
To put these figures in perspective, in
1995 there were 311 abortions per 1,000
live births in the United States. In
Ukraine the level of abortions was close
to four times the level in the United
States. Despite these dismal figures, the
survey shows that there has been some
improvement in recent years: abortion
rates have been declining.
The Ukrainian Reproductive Health
Survey (URHS) was carried out between
June and October 1999. It was implemented by the Kyiv International
Institute of Sociology, with technical
assistance provided by the Division of
Reproductive Health of the U.S. Centers
for Disease Control and Prevention
(CDC) and financial assistance by the
United States Agency for International
Development (USAID). The survey was
the largest and one of the first nationwide, population-based surveys of reproductive health and related issues to take
place in post-independent Ukraine. More
than 7,000 women of reproductive age
(age 15 to 44) were interviewed nationwide on topics such as fertility, pregnancy, abortion, contraceptive knowledge
and use, maternal and child health, sexually transmitted diseases and domestic
violence. Here we present the main
results on the abortion situation.
The survey shows that nationwide
there were more abortions than live
births: 110 abortions for every 100 live
births. In urban areas there were 140
abortions per 100 live births, while in
rural areas there were 70 abortions per
100 live births. Another indicator is the
percentage of women with one or more
abortions. For all women between the
age of 15 and 44, 39 percent had one or
more abortions and 18 percent had two
or more abortions. That is, about 40 percent of all women of child-bearing age
had at least one abortion, and one in five
had at least two abortions.
This high level of abortions has had

Oleh Wolowyna is owner and president of the consulting firm Informed
Decisions, Inc., in Chapel Hill, N.C. He
has worked for many years as a consultant in the international development field
(population, health and education). He
has also done extensive demographic
and sociological research on Ukrainians
in the United States and Canada, as well
as demographic analyses of the situation
in Ukraine.

serious health consequences. Among all
induced abortions since January 1994, 14
percent had complications requiring
medical attention soon after abortion; 37
percent of those with complications
required additional hospitalization after
abortion, and 5 percent had long-term
health problems after abortion. These
percentages are similar for urban and
rural areas. Some of the most serious
abortion complications that occurred
soon after abortion were: severe bleeding
(32 percent), pelvic pain (22 percent) and
fever (8 percent). These figures are for
the period 1997-1999. They are quite
similar for the period 1994-1996, with
the exception of fever, which decreased
from 16 percent during 1994-1996 to 8
percent during 1997-1999.
This high rate of abortions is due to
several factors. First, a large number of
pregnancies are not planned. For pregnancies ending since January 1994, only
45 percent were planned, 17 percent
were mistimed and 35 percent were
unwanted. Among the unwanted pregnancies, 70 percent were ended by
induced abortions.
Second, this high level of unwanted
pregnancies is obviously due to the fact
that a high percentage of women do not
use contraceptive methods or use methods that are not highly reliable. Among
all women in unions (married or consensual unions), 33 percent do not use any
contraceptive method, and 30 percent use
so called “traditional methods,” which
have been proven to be less effective in
preventing pregnancy. Thus, about twothirds of women in unions do not have
adequate protection against unwanted
pregnancies.
Third, among women currently in a
union who are not using contraceptives,
35 percent gave reasons for not using
contraceptives that are not justifiable
such as: partner objections, fear of health
effects, cost or availability, religion, prefer abortion, etc. Cost no longer seems to
be an important factor; only 3 percent
cited cost as a factor for not using contraceptives.
Fourth, another factor is the lack of
knowledge about modern contraceptives.
Only three methods are known by more
than 90 percent of women: condoms,
IUDs and oral contraceptives.
Knowledge about other methods like
female sterilization, diaphragms, spermicide, injectables and vasectomies are
known only by 45-61 percent of all
women.
Finally, family planning services provided by the health care system are not
adequate. For women having an abortion,
in only 41 percent of the cases there was
talk about ways to prevent pregnancies,
16 percent left the facility with a contraceptive method or prescription, and only 7
percent were referred for contraceptive
services or counseling. Among all women
having a baby, in 26 percent of the cases a
doctor or nurse offered to discuss contra(Continued on page 20)

A friendly reminder

If you have not yet sent in your remittance for the first volume
of “The Ukrainian Weekly 2000,” please do so as soon as possible.
The book’s price is $15. Please send checks for that amount
(plus any additional sum you may designate as a donation
to The Ukrainian Weekly Press Fund) to:
The Ukrainian Weekly, 2200 Route 10. P.O, Box 280, Parsippany, NJ 07054.
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Ethnic tensions
and wise decisions
Dear Editor:

What a sharp contrast between the
August 20 column by Myron Kuropas and
an earlier report (March 26) by Roman
Woronowycz, concerning the rededication
of the Great Synagogue in Kyiv. In the latter report we learned of the growing efforts
Ukraine is making to confront the contemporary role of its once-largest historical
minority, and in the former we read a distinctly wary account of an issue that has
long been recognized by scholars of Jewish
history.
While the Mr. Kuropas may feel that it is
valuable to revive the question of the disingenuous aims of some Holocaust historians
and activists, his examples are noticeably
overstated: the veracity of Binjamin
Wilkomirski’s “Fragments” was in question
from the date of its publication in 1995, and
Jerzy Kosinski’s “The Painted Bird” was
published as a work of literary fiction – not
as an autobiographical memoir, despite
having later earned this reputation.
As is indicated in his closing passage,
Dr. Kuropas has reservations about the socalled “Holocaust industry,” and he is certainly not alone. But it is remarkable that he
should be so uncomfortable about the
prospect of Ukraine’s eventual involvement
in commemoration or restitution.
Memorials, museums and memoirs have
made enormous gains in educating the public and humanizing what has often been a
historically divisive issue (the recent efforts
of Germany and Poland serve as good
examples), and they can play a potentially
important role in healing on both sides of
the equation in Ukraine, if we only allow
them. In a country where few residents of
interwar Jewish descent remain and to
which Jewish visitors rarely travel, such
acts of commemoration seem to be the only
acceptable gesture; as many readers will
recognize, they also have secondary benefits, often pointing the way to the economic
revival of formerly Jewish districts, as has
been the case in Krakow in recent years.
A final word of caution concerning the
author’s regrettable choice of title
“Holocaust exploitation,” hardly appropriate for a newspaper of this standing: we
who find ourselves at the geographic and
historical center of considerable ethnic tension need to make wise decisions in representing our culture, learning to tread gingerly on delicate terrain such as this, rather
than approaching it with the casual disregard with which we are sometimes charged.
Nicholas Sawicki
Philadelphia

Thanks for helping
to save Verkhovyna
Dear Editor:

The Ukrainian Weekly deserves commendations and thanks for its centerfold featuring a pictorial report on the UFA-sponsored 25th anniversary Ukrainian Youth
Festival (July 23) and especially for the editorial “Save Verkhovyna” (August 6).
This is what fraternalism is all about:
brotherly love and providing aid when the
occasion calls for it.
Yes, the Ukrainian Fraternal Association
is mandated by the Pennsylvania Insurance
Department to sell Verkhovyna.
As reluctant as they were, UFA leaders
finally took the steps and unanimously
voted to sell the resort to the Ukrainian
American Cultural Foundation. This group
of dedicated Ukrainians has been working
for three years to raise the sum needed to

buy Verkhovyna. Each year the UFA convention and then the Supreme Council
extended the date of passing, each time
assuring the Insurance Department that the
buyers are legitimate and will have the
needed financing.
However, after all the passing times, the
Insurance Department said this is it – no
more extensions.
The foundation, recognizing the deadline
of the situation, agreed to a date, September
1, and the Pennsylvania Insurance
Department was so notified.
All UFA officers and hundreds of UFA
members, including the UFA’s senior auxiliary, were the first to donate substantial
sums to start the fund-raising.
The rest is up to the Ukrainian community. The Weekly’s editorial amply
described the value of this “Ukrainian
Village” in Glen Spey, N.Y.
If all the past Ukrainian dance students
of Roma Pryma Bohachevsky, Sitch sports
campers, and lovers of the Ukrainian Youth
Festival make a modest donation,
Verkhovyna will remain in Ukrainian
hands. If not, it may become a sad chapter
in our community history.
On behalf of all who love Verkhovyna,
many grateful thanks to The Ukrainian
Weekly for its help in trying to save
Verkhovyna.
Joseph Charyna
Stoughton, Mass.

The letter-writer is an honorary member
of the UFA Supreme Council.

Phone service
truly beneficial
Dear Editor:

Last March, while working as assistant
bus driver and groupie for the Kharkiv
theater ensemble “Arabesky” during its
U.S. tour, I met George Stromeckyj in
Chicago. He was pitching a long distance
telephone service, and my first reaction
was: not another phone service!
But George was offering something
else: a percentage of his company’s profits
from long distance calls would go to support The Ukrainian Weekly. His rates
looked pretty good, so I signed up with
Mr. Stromeckyj’s Sputnik Global
Communications right there in Chicago.
Now, after five months of using the
service – to call Ukraine, the United
Kingdom, Poland, even Canada – I can
say that the service is reliable, without hidden charges and very competitive. I have
also used the company’s phone card and
access number to make calls from Poland
and Germany, and the service was equally
good. (European hotels rival some
American ones when it comes to shocking
surcharges on calls from rooms, so
Sputnik’s plastic card was a money saver.)
This is service and convenience. And
every time I make a call, it feels good to
know that a few pennies will end up in
The Weekly’s piggy bank.
R.L. Chomiak
Washington

The Ukrainian Weekly welcomes
letters to the editor and commentaries on a variety of topics of concern to the Ukrainian American
and Ukrainian Canadian communities. Opinions expressed by
columnists, commentators and letter-writers are their own and do
not necessarily reflect the opinions
of either The Weekly editorial staff
or its publisher, the Ukrainian
National Association.
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Faces and Places
by Myron B. Kuropas

Catholicism and Hollywood’s “anointed”

Anti-Catholicism is as American as
apple pie. As Prof. Arthur Schlesinger of
Harvard once observed, prejudice against
the Catholic Church is “the deepest bias in
the history of the American people.”
Catholics were discriminated against by
the dominant Protestant culture from the
day they set foot on American soil.
Perceived as “papists,” loyal only to Rome,
Catholics were often afraid to mention their
faith outside of their homes. Hatred of
Catholics eventually focused on specific
ethnic groups.
Among the first to feel the brunt were
Irish Catholics. The height of anti-Catholic
rage was reached just prior to the Civil War,
when anti-Catholic tracts and newspapers
were published in great numbers, mobs
burned a convent to the ground as well as
most of Boston’s Irish quarter, and vicious
anti-Catholic cartoons by Thomas Nast
appeared in respectable newspapers
throughout the United States. By 1854 the
nativist, anti-Catholic Know-Nothing
(American) Party could count 120
Congressmen among its membership.
Catholics were regularly portrayed as enemies of decency, sobriety, democracy and
religious freedom. The infamous terrorist
organization, the Ku Klux Klan, founded
after the Civil War, was anti-Catholic as
well as racist and anti-Semitic.
Today, few Americans dare to openly
denigrate Jews and African Americans. Can
anyone imagine art critics cheering a scatological painting of a Star of David or Martin
Luther King with elephant dung plastered
all over it? A black Madonna similarly treated, however, was recently feted as a “progressive” work of art by America’s selfanointed elite. Catholics, it seems, are still
fair game for derision.
The most egregious contemporary example of anti- Catholic bias can be found
among Hollywood producers who release
such films as Martin Scorsese’s “The Last
Temptation of Christ” in which Jesus is portrayed as an over-sexed nut case, Judas
Iscariot is celebrated as a morally superior
hero who tries to save Christ from himself,
and Mary Magdalene is a tattooed lady-inwaiting. Despite protests by thousands of
Christians throughout the United States,
Universal Studios published an “open letter” in newspapers throughout the United
States pompously stating that: “In the
United States no one sect or coalition has
the power to set boundaries around each
person’s freedom to explore religious and
philosophical questions ...”
The film industry quickly circled the
wagons around Universal Studios. “The
key issue, the only issue,” argued Jack
Valenti, president of the Motion Picture
Association of America (MPAA), “is
whether or not self-appointed groups can
prevent a film from being exhibited to the
public ... The major companies of MPAA
support MCA/Universal in its absolute
right to offer to the people whatever movie
it chooses.” Fortunately, the film was a
box-office flop.
The hypocrisy of filmmakers was pointed out by Michael Medved in his book
“Hollywood vs. American Popular Culture
and the War on Traditional Values.” In
1990, he points out, Disney Studios eliminated “an anti-wolf” statement from the
film “White Fang” in response to a request
from the Humane Society. Screenwriters
changed the story-line for a film titled “Red
Sneakers” because of pre-release protests
from the Gay and Lesbian Alliance Against
Discrimination (GLAAD). When leaders in

one Hopi Indian village were upset with the
script for “Dark Wind,” because it was partly “sacrilegious,” changes were made
immediately.
“Leaders of the motion picture business
showed more concern with possible sacrilege against the religious traditions of a single Hopi village,” writes Mr. Medved, “than
with the certain offense to the faith of tens
of millions of believing Christians; the
prospect of being labeled ‘anti-wolf’ produced greater worry than the prospect of
being labeled ‘anti-Christ.’ ”
Three themes dominate most of
Hollywood’s anti-Catholic films: a corrupt
clergy, turmoil over vows of chastity, and
the silliness of all things Catholic. Other
examples of blatant anti-Catholic bias
include such recent films as “Monsignor,”
the story of a priest who seduces a nun and
engages in shady financial dealings with the
Mafia; “Agnes of God,” in which a nun
murders her baby, the Mother Superior
attempts to cover up the crime, and an
intrepid psychiatrist, played by Jane Fonda,
works to get at the truth; and “Last Rites,”
featuring the son of a Mafia leader who
becomes a priest and falls hopelessly in
love with a beautiful Mexican girl. “The
Three Musketeers” portrays Cardinal
Richelieu as a man lusting after young
women. In “Godfather III,” the pope
receives money from the Mafia. “Priest”
portrays two priests, one who sleeps with
his housekeeper and another who visits gay
bars. Other such abominations include
“Heaven Help Us,” which features supposedly innocent students being beaten by
Catholic teachers; “Nasty Habits,” a story
about oversexed nuns; “The Devils,” which
mocks sacred relics; as well as “Devil’s
Playground,” “Cape Fear,” “Shawshank
Redemption” and “The Pope Must Die.”
Once again, almost all of these films lost
money for the producers.
It wasn’t always like this in Tinseltown.
Films like “Samson and Delilah,” “Quo
Vadis?,” “The Robe,” “The Ten
Commandments,” “Ben Hur,” “Going My
Way,” “Bells of St. Mary’s,” “The Fighting
69th,” “Boys Town,” “Son of Bernadette”
and “The Miracle of the Bells” respected
major religious traditions. “If a character
appeared on screen wearing a clerical collar
it served as a sure sign that the audience
was supposed to like him,” writes Mr.
Medved. Each of these films was a box
office hit and is considered a classic today.
Hollywood is different today because the
entertainment industry is dominated by a
select group of cynical, nihilistic “anointed”
who despise the Catholic Church because it
remains one of America’s most visible bulwarks against moral decay and decadent
pollution. They are trapped in a 1960s time
warp that celebrates irreverence and fosters
attitudes that denigrate all that the Catholic
Church supports: strong families, marital
fidelity, the rights of the unborn, and a clear
differentiation between good and evil.
“Catholics manage to remain serenely
innocent of this anger,” writes the Rev.
Andrew Greeley; “they deceive themselves
into believing that it all went away after
John F. Kennedy was elected.” But antiCatholicism, he said, is “out there, all right,
and it’s deep and potentially dangerous ...
Anti-Catholicism, it has been said, is the
anti-Semitism of the American liberal,”
which is why its continuing presence is so
menacing.
Myron Kuropas’ e-mail address is:
mbkuropas@compuserve.com
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(Continued from page 1)
cial invitations or accreditations to enter.
Some 1,000 UOC-KP faithful also
made their displeasure known during a
similar demonstration before the Ukraina
Palace a day earlier, where President
Kuchma, government leaders, lawmakers
and several thousand VIP guests gathered
to attend a special ceremonial session of
the Verkhovna Rada.
The session was followed immediately
by a concert of classical and traditional
music performed by some of Ukraine’s
most prominent entertainers. For the first
time a musical ensemble from the
Ukrainian diaspora was invited to perform during the independence anniversary concert. The honor was bestowed
upon the Burlaky men’s choir of Toronto.
Verkhovna Rada Chairman Ivan
Pliusch gave the keynote address during
the special parliamentary session, in
which he underscored Ukraine’s success
in developing an egalitarian state that
treats all minorities, ethnic and religious,
equally. He expressed lawmakers’ support for a single, united Ukrainian
Orthodox Church, but said that it must be
one recognized by the other Orthodox
confessions of the world. He also threw a
jab at the Russian Orthodox Church for
its refusal to grant its Kyiv Metropolia
either autonomy or autocephaly.
In a high-flying speech, which gave
the impression that the worst has passed,
the Parliament chairman proclaimed that
the crisis in the economy is over, agricultural reforms are taking hold, bureaucratic organization is well under way, tax
reform is on the horizon, the national currency remains stable and “the right of citizens to freedom of information is being
secured.”
Mr. Pliusch endorsed the amendments
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Roman Woronowycz

The scene during the re-consecration of the Uspenskyi Sobor, an 11th century cathedral that has now been rebuilt.

to the Constitution currently being prepared after their approval via national referendum in April, which he said would
make Ukrainian democracy more effective.
The next morning, in a traditional tribute to the historic figures who planted the
seed for a sovereign and independent
democratic Ukrainian state, President
Kuchma and Chairman Pliusch (Prime
Minister Viktor Yuschenko was in
Hannover, Germany, on government
business) laid flowers at memorials to
two of Ukraine’s best known historic fig-

ures: the country’s national bard, Taras
Shevchenko, and the president of the first
independent Ukrainian republic,
Mykhailo Hrushevsky, whose monuments are located a couple hundred yards
from one another.
The Ukrainian leaders then traveled to
the Khreschatyk, the capital’s main boulevard, to review the annual Independence
Day parade along with tens of thousands
of Kyivans. This year’s event did not feature the armor and artillery of last year’s
spectacle. Organizers explained that a

decision was made to spare the costs of a
full-blown extravaganza in order to make
next year’s 10th jubilee celebrations as
lavish as possible.
The celebrations in Kyiv continued all
through the day with a sailing regatta on
the Dnipro River, a 10-kilometer run
along the city’s streets, a huge pop concert attended by at least 100,000 youths
on Independence Square, and an extravagant and colorful 30-minute fireworks
display that ended the day’s events on a
sparkling note.

A view of the official ceremonies in the Ukraina Palace.

Spectators watch the blessing. The children are seen atop the
remains of an earlier church structure that was destroyed by the
retreating Red Army in 1941.

A portion of the military parade on the Khreschatyk.
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F O C US ON PHI L AT E LY
by Ingert Kuzych

“Citius, Altius, Fortius”:
Ukraine’s Olympic Philatelic Issues

The Latin words making up the
Olympic motto translate as “Swifter,
Higher, Stronger,” and Ukraine’s sons and
daughters have taken these words to heart
on many occasions over the past half century.
Ukrainians can be justifiably proud of
the many Olympic champions their country has fostered over the years.
Unfortunately, from 1952 to 1988 (at nine
Olympic Games) all of Ukraine’s athletes
were forced to compete for the USSR. The
Soviet Union (understood by many citizens
of the West as “Russia”) got all the credit;
Ukraine and its athletes, for the most part,
got the anonymity.
Things finally began to change after
independence in 1991. The 25th Olympiad
in Barcelona took place the following summer and Ukrainian sportsmen at these
Games were at least able to get a sort of
semi-recognition.
When the Soviet Union fell apart in the
August of 1991, it was the Baltic republics
that were quickly recognized by the rest of
the world’s countries. The Ukrainian
republic was not granted recognition until
after the ratification vote on December 1,
1991 – when more than 90 percent of the
populace approved of the independence
that had been declared 100 days earlier, on
August 24. It was this lag of over three
months – before Ukraine and many of the
remaining Soviet republics attained recognition – that may be cited as the chief criterion for having athletes from these new
states compete as part of a unique designation called the Unified Team.
In truth, there were valid reasons for this
rather strange accommodation. Many of
these newly independent republics barely
had time to organize national Olympic
committees, let alone Olympic teams. It
would also have been impossible in most
cases to restructure the team sports, which
had athlete representatives from various

former Soviet republics playing together.
The compromise that was worked out was
that Olympic winners would have their
flags raised and anthems played at the
medal ceremonies, but that the medal totals
from these 12 newly independent nations
would be lumped as part of the Unified
Team.
A survey of Olympic issues

Over the past eight years Ukraine Post
has sought to illustrate the words of the
Olympic motto on special philatelic issues
commemorating various Games. It honored its country’s first contingent of athletes with a three-stamp set released in July
1992 (Figure 1). This issue was prepared
by the Canadian Bank Note Company,
because Ukraine at this time still did not
have its own facilities for printing stamps.
The 3- and 5-karbovanets values of this set
showed a rhythmic gymnast (each in a different color combination), while the 4-karbovanets stamp displayed a variety of

Figure 1. Ukraine’s first Olympic issue from 1992. The design of the low-value
stamp was proclaimed one of the best of all Barcelona Summer Olympic stamps.
sports, but chiefly a pole vaulter. It was the
3-karbovanets value, designed by
Oleksander Ivakhnenko, that was selected
as one of the 12 finalists (from a large field
of more than 60 stamps) for the best stamp
of the Barcelona Olympics. So, Ukraine
had an “Olympic” winner even before the
athletic competition began.
At the Games in 1992, Ukrainian athletes acquitted themselves splendidly,
winning four gold, 12 silver and four
bronze medals in individual events, and
another 13 gold, two silver and five
bronze medals in team sports. These numbers appear in the upper left corner of a
special celebratory 10-karbovanets souvenir sheet that pictures a sprinter that was
issued by Ukraine Post late in 1992
(Figure 2). This item was prepared for

Figure 2. A post-Barcelona Games souvenir sheet tallied
Ukraine’s medal winners.

Ukraine at the Hungarian State Printery.
It was at the 17th Winter Olympic
Games in Lillehammer, Norway, in 1994
that Ukrainian athletes competed as a separate team for the first time, coming home
with two medals. It was at these Games
that Oksana Baiul won the prestigious
women’s figure skating competition, while
her compatriot Valentyna Tserbe won the
bronze in the women’s 7.5-kilometer
biathlon. While no commemorative postal
issues were prepared for that winter festival, a special souvenir sheet (Figure 3) was
released in 1996, two years after the event.
The stamps on the sheet depicted an
unidentified figure skater and a biathlete
(widely interpreted as picturing the medal
(Continued on page 16)

Figure 3. This souvenir sheet, honoring Ukraine’s medal winners
at the 1994 Lillihammer Olympics, was not released until 1996.

Figure 4. Ukraine prepared four philatelic
items (one seen above and three on the
right) for the centennial Olympic Games
in 1996.

Figure 5. Ukraine’ s two issues for the 1998 Nagano
Winter Olympics.

Figure 6. Four interesting and colorful stamps highlight Ukraine’s participation in this year’s Summer Games
in Sydney, Australia.
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HOMECOMING: Author Irene Zabytko lectures in Chicago
by Irene Antonovych

CHICAGO – A bouquet of velvety
bluish-green wormwood rested in a large
ceramic vase on the floor by a small table
with books ready for signing. The author
arrived with a cheerful smile, just like the
one in her photo on the jacket of her new
novel “The Sky Unwashed.”
Irene Zabytko had returned to
Chicago, her birthplace.
She had left the city in the 1970s as a
young student in search of her future; on
July 9 she came back to the Ukrainian
Village neighborhood a celebrity.
Every seat in the Ukrainian Institute of
Modern Art was filled as Ms. Zabytko
came to the lecture and began with a
reading of Taras Shevchenko’s poem.
***

The sky is unwashed,
and the waves are sleepy,
And beyond the shore, far, far away,
The reeds as though drunk,
Sway without wind. Merciful Lord!
How much longer do I have
In this open prison,
This useless sea,
This tedious world...
***

This poem, with which the book
opens, sets the pace and the mood of Ms.

Zabytko’s novel. It is immediately followed by a quote from Revelations 8:1011 referring to “Chornobyl,” or wormwood (artemisia vulgaris): “... and there
fell a great star from heaven, and the
name of the star is called Wormwood;
and the third part of the waters became
wormwood; and many men died of the
waters, because they were made bitter.”
From the start, one can feel the uneasy
calm before the storm. It is a counterpoint to the explosion that is to reverberate throughout the planet from the
Chornobyl nuclear power plant on April
26, 1986.
However, before the explosion, there
is a prologue – a pastoral scene of citizens working on the hilltop and cows
grazing in the fertile grasslands. In a few
words Ms. Zabytko describes the
Communist promise and then the apathy
and disillusionment of the promises
unkept. “Near the fields, wild red-orange
poppies” prepare us for the color of the
explosion soon to come.
There is a premonition of disaster
when Paraskevia notes that “The storks
had not returned to nest on her thatched
roof ... [they] had always returned just
when the thick long icicles under the
eves melted and dripped like a death
knell.” The introduction creates an
underlying dramatic tension throughout
the story as Ms. Zabytko describes

events in the everyday life of the villagers.
The novel is written simply – in the
manner of a folk tale. As are many children’s stories, it is set in a village called
Starylis (meaning old forest). There is a
“baba yaha” character (“When Marusia
first saw her [Lazorska] she felt sure she
was a witch or a gypsy ...”), and there is a
terrible evil that lurks nearby
(Chornobyl’s nuclear power plant). The
role of the redeemer comes not in the figure of a prince, but in the person of
Marusia, the grandmother – the “berehynia,” or protectress. It is she who at the
end of the story offers to take upon herself the sins of another. Marusia says to
the dying Lazorska, “Listen to me – I will
take it on my soul. Let me end your suffering like I promised. Let me help you
face God.”
As the effects of the fallout take their
toll, Marusia continues to ring the church
bells every day so that someone will
know she still exists. The Christmas and
Easter traditions link the group of women
to their past and unite the survivors to
each other in the celebration of life
amidst death.
“The Sky Unwashed” was inspired by
a true life account of the return of elderly
people to the village of Opachychi, written by Marta Kolomayets for The
Ukrainian Weekly (April 21, 1996).

After many rejections from both publishers and agents, Ms. Zabytko found an
editor at Algonquin Books of Chapel
Hill, N.C., a division of Workman
Publishing in New York, who became
interested in the story. A year later, Ms.
Zabytko found herself on a book-signing
tour that brought her back to her hometown.
At the book-singing and reading none
of Ms. Zabytko’s classmates from grade
school were present. Ms. Zabytko
recalled her days at St. Nicholas
Catholic School, where she felt different, not because she didn’t know how to
speak English, but because her
Ukrainian was not perfect.
Nonetheless, the author has used her
Ukrainian heritage as an inspiration for
her writing. Among her favorite writers
are Taras Shevchenko and Ivan Franko.
After she completed her book-signing
tour toward the end of July at Harvard,
Ms. Zabytko planned to return to her
home in Florida to complete her next
novel, a Ukrainian version of Chaucer’s
“Canterbury Tales.”
Recently, at a library where Ms.
Zabytko was a guest, the librarian suggested that she change her name. Her
response: “Would you ask Solzhenitsyn
to change his?” Ms. Zabytko cannot
change her name, for it is a name to be
remembered.

REVIEW: Photography by Tania Mychajlyshyn-D’Avignon
by Lana Y. Babij

HARTFORD, Conn. – The greater Hartford area community recently had the pleasure of hosting an exhibition of
photography by the well-known photographer and photojournalist Tania Mychajlyshyn-D’Avignon. Ms.
D’Avignon’s years as a free lance photographer have
included numerous assignments in Ukraine for National
Geographic, as well as assignments with the executive
offices of both the U.S. and Ukrainian governments.
Ms. D’Avignon graciously accepted the invitation to display and offer for sale a selection of her work for the benefit
of the Children of Chornobyl Relief Fund. The newly
remodeled church hall of St. Michael’s Ukrainian Catholic
Church in Hartford provided a warm and suitably intimate
setting for this two-day exhibit featuring images of Ukraine.
The exhibit was expertly mounted and displayed, the large
photographs immediately presenting to the viewer the keen
eye and assurance of a skilled professional.
Three documentary-style series were presented in the
exhibit. The first, immediately engaging each viewer entering the hall, was of a Bukovynian wedding. It was evident
from the photographs that the subjects’ families wished to
recreate a traditional wedding in all its extended rituals and
sumptuous costume, and the end result as captured by Ms.
D’Avignon provides an exquisite record. We watched the
bride, in the soft shadow of morning, being bathed by her
mother and godmother. We glimpsed the bevy of bridesmaids in their plumed headdresses and richly embroidered
costumes, chatting among themselves as they awaited the
start of the formal wedding procession. Many other images
from the celebration captured not only the richness of the
traditions, but, more intimately, the love, the warmth and
the exuberance of the day.
The next narrative series transported viewers to a stark
world traditionally closed to public view: a women’s penal
institution near Lviv. Here we were presented with
glimpses of the women going about their daily routines, and
we grasped the harsh circumstances of the prisoners’ existence. Riveting portraits of individual inmates showed these
women as individuals not defeated by their punishment, but
as determined and often defiant survivors.
Another series invited us to the seasonal herding of
sheep and goats for grazing in the pasturelands of the
Carpathian Mountains (Karpaty). Through Ms.
D’Avignon’s eyes, we met with shepherds young and old
and participated in the first-day activities, which included a
lively milking contest.
In her exhibit Ms. D’Avignon also shared some of her
personal images of Ukraine’s land: the morning sun glinting
off the treetops near a meadow, snow-covered fields with
haystacks, the Karpaty, and the cranes. In addition, we were
shown a few photographs from Ms. D’Avignon’s more
extensive series on the Chornobyl aftermath, among them

particularly poignant still-lifes of homes hastily yet reluctantly abandoned, bearing witness to the fatefully interrupted lives of their residents.
As one experienced the exhibit more closely, it has the
trust and familiarity in the faces looking back at us that
seemed to make the strongest impression. Indeed, Ms.
D’Avignon is a master of the human-interest portrait.
A particularly effective part of the exhibit was an extensive grouping of portraits, suspended by wire as if on a
transparent grid, that spanned one end of the hall. It featured
many of Ukraine’s well-known personalities, ranging from
President Leonid Kuchma and former President Leonid
Kravchuk to several others prominent in the political, economic and cultural arenas.
Scattered throughout the remainder of the exhibit were
many other portraits, though less formal, of children, friends
and acquaintances of the moment from all walks of life. In
every case one sensed the rapport struck between the photographer and the subject: Ms. D’Avignon’s warmth and
respect for each individual has met with a corresponding
responsiveness in her subjects that, in turn, served to captivate the viewer.
By the end of the exhibit, one could imagine Ms.
D’Avignon putting down her camera and dancing with the
groom at the wedding, or raising a glass with the sheep-

herders at the festivities, or swooping up that laughing child
and twirling her around. Ms. D’Avignon’s photographs say
this is my land, these are my people; this is our family in all
its rich complexity; unabashedly, I share this love with you.
Ms. D’Avignon’s artistry, skill and deep sense of
humanity make her a photographer not to be missed. Last
year, a large format volume containing more than 200 of
her photographs was published in Kyiv, titled “Simply
Ukraine” (Prosto Ukraina). This superb, high-quality
album is available directly from: Tania D’Avignon, 25
Church St., Newton, MA 02458; call (617) 964-1942 or email taniafoto@netscape.net for details.
The exhibit, which was on view May 6-7, was sponsored by the Children of Chornobyl Relief Fund, Greater
Hartford Chapter. Nadia Haftkowycz, chapter head, organized and managed the exhibit. Stefania and Peter Pryshlak
donated the display panels; Irene and Myron Krasij and
Wanda Baxer handled the layout and mounting of the
exhibit; Julie Nestoruk, with the assistance of Ulana Hryn
and Oksana and Orest Kuzma, served as hospitality coordinator; Ihor Mychajluk and Ihor Stefak directed the transportation of display props; Ihor Chaban and Eugene Babij
were in charge of set-up and break-down; and Lana Babij
took care of reporting. Special thanks were expressed to
the Rev. Oksana Chouter for use of the church hall.

Photographer Tania Mychajlyshyn-D’Avignon (third from right) with exhibit organizers in Hartford (fromleft)
Ihor Chaban, Wanda Baxer, Irene Krasij, Nadia Haftkowycz and Myron Krasij.

The art of Halyna Mazepa on view at The Ukrainian Museum
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by Marta Baczynsky

NEW YORK – An exhibition of works
by the late Halyna Mazepa will open at
The Ukrainian Museum on Sunday,
September 17, with the opening reception scheduled for 2 p.m. The exhibition
will be on view through November 26.
An illustrated, bilingual catalogue with
an essay by Bohdan Pevny on the life
and work of the artist will be available.
The works on display are from the collection of Ilarion and Sviltana Cholhan,
supplemented with works from Bohdan
Koval, the son of the artist, and his family, and from Bohdanna Tytla.
Two years ago the museum began a
series of exhibitions acknowledging the
important role collectors have played in
the building of significant collections. In
the past many collectors have chosen to
share their art bounty with a wide audience, through loans or outright gifts to
cultural institutions. This philanthropic
gesture has provided the general public
with unbounded opportunities for education, enrichment and enjoyment of the
arts.
Mazepa was an artist whose work
embodies the ideas and ideals of her
time. The seed of national awareness and
the search for a national form in
Ukrainian literature and the arts, which
spilled over from the naturalistic perception of the 19th century into the modernist movement of the 20th, found fertile ground in the creative expressions of
the artist.
Ms. Mazepa was born in 1910 in St.
Petersburg, Russia. Her Ukrainian parents, Isaac Mazepa, an agronomist by
profession, who became a noted
Ukrainian political activist and leader,

and Natalia Singalevych Mazepa, a bacteriologist and teacher, took note of their
daughter’s inclination to draw and paint
from an early age and greatly encouraged
the development of her budding talent.
Through her formative years Mazepa
studied with several art teachers. Mykola
Pohribniak and Yurii Mahalevsky,
respectively, introduced her to the unique
style of the Kozak era and to the majesty
of Byzantine icon painting. Many years
later, Sviatoslav Hordynsky in a 1982
essay said that the “faultlessly balanced”
line in Mazepa’s paintings “is the dominant feature in her art and can be traced
directly to the icon – not the rigidly stylized Byzantine form, but the Ukrainian
variant that developed from distant
Byzantine tradition and living folk art.”
The turbulence of World War I and the
encroachment of the Soviets prompted
the Mazepa family to leave Ukraine and
settle in Prague. Here the young artist
finished high school and continued at the
State School for Applied Art, where she
studied the art of illustration. Her work
soon reached the consumer market – she
illustrated children’s books and was a
much-in-demand provider of art work for
magazines and newspapers, both Czech
and Ukrainian.
Volodymyr Popovych, in an essay
about the artist in the monograph says that
while attending classes at the Ukrainian
Studio of Visual Art in Prague, Mazepa
met many young people who later made
names for themselves in the Ukrainian literary and artistic spheres, among them
Mykola Krychevsky and Sophia Zarytska.
She threw herself wholeheartedly into the
cultural life of the Ukrainian community
of that city, designing costumes for stage
productions and dance groups, and illus-
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“Dream” by Halyna Mazepa (1955, oil on canvas, 22 by 27 1/4 inches).

trating books for Ukrainian writers and
poets, among them the plays of poet
Oleksander Oles. She also created series
of postcards – one of Ukrainian national
dress, the other featuring Ukrainian
mythology. The Ukrainian Scientific
Institute in Warsaw commissioned her to
paint portraits of noted individuals on the
political and cultural scene.
The year 1933 saw Mazepa as a
mature artist. That year she visited Paris
for the first time. There, as Mr. Pevny
points out in his essay in the exhibition
catalogue, she met artist Vasyl
Diadyniuk, whose neo-Byzantine style,
coupled with his method of introducing

icon painting elements into secular art,
had a great influence on her own style.
That year Mazepa also participated in
large group exhibitions in Berlin and
Prague.
Following this international debut, the
artist took part in the Retrospective
Exhibition of Ukrainian Art at the National
Museum in Lviv in 1935. She created a sensation with her painting of nude girls with a
hockey stick, titled “After the Hockey
Game,” shown at an exhibition organized
by the Association of Independent
Ukrainian Artists in Lviv in 1936.
(Continued on page 21)

Hnizdovsky’s still lifes on exhibit at Massachusetts gallery
by Maggie Nowak

NEWBURYPORT, Mass. – A rare opportunity to
appreciate the work of Jacques Hnizdovsky, an innovative painter recognized for his unique view of the natural world, will be offered by Lepore Fine Arts in the
upcoming exhibition, “Jacques Hnizdovsky: The Still
Lifes.”
Hnizdovsky made his reputation in the artistic melting pot of New York City in the 1950s and 1960s. The
exhibition and sale will feature a group of still-life
paintings highlighting the artist’s extraordinary ability
to capture the elements of design in everyday objects.
Born in Ukraine in 1915, Hnizdovsky was dedicated
to using the natural world as a point of departure, examining and rendering, often in minute detail, the objects
he observed around him. Mr. Hnizdovsky believed in
formal training, and in 1942, amidst the tumult of World
War II, he earned his degree in painting from the
Academy of Arts and Crafts in Zagreb, in what is now
Croatia.
At the age of 35 Mr. Hnizdovsky emigrated to St.
Paul, Minn. He experienced unanticipated artistic success, winning prizes in two prestigious exhibitions.
With a newfound confidence in his painting ability,
Hnizdovsky decided he would make a try at it full-time,
and by 1950 he found himself living in a cold-water flat
in the Bronx. In the heady atmosphere of New York
City, where the influence of modern art was widespread,
Hnizdovsky was forced to re-examine his formal
approach to painting. The artist reflected, “I had decided
to paint, and I did not know how to paint.”
Hnizdovsky explored a new style in the 1950s. He
began to see everyday objects as the source for his
inspiration. In works such as “Basket of Beans”
(1953), “the Stove (1954) and “The Kitchen Sink”
(1955), Mr. Hnizdovsky displayed a willingness to
simplify form and omit detail. He placed his subjects
on a shallow picture plane as an invitation to the viewer to investigate texture and paint surface. Mr.
Hnizdovsky’s bold use of color, yet another innovation, is also evident in works from this period, including “Two Bags/Lemons and Tomatoes” (1956),
“Basket of Tomatoes” (1957).

Hnizdovsky spent two fruitful years living in Paris
beginning in 1956. While there, the artist met and married Stephanie Kouzan, nicknamed “Fanny,” and a few
years later their daughter Mira was born. Hnizdovsky
produced many titles from this period, including “Le
Fauteuil” (1956), “Crate of Wine” (1956), “Potatoes”
(1957) and “The Bureau” (1957). These works reveal
the artist’s life as one of domesticity and plenty.
By the 1960s Hnizdovsky had developed a following
for his unique style as a painter. He was the sole subject
of exhibitions in such venues as The Philadelphia Art
Alliance (1961), The Butler Institute of American Art
(1962), The Chrysler Museum (1967-1968) and Yale
University (1977), as well as the feature of many oneman shows, including exhibitions at The Salpeter
Gallery in New York (1960-1962 and 1964).
He was honored with various awards from prestigious institutions of the day, including the Associated

American Artists (11 awards from 1959 to 1983), the
Museum of Fine Arts, Boston (1961), the Boston
Printmakers (1962), and the National Academy of
Design (1963), to name a few. This incredible exposure
advanced Hnizdovsky’s international reputation and by
the end of the 1960s his art was widely exhibited in
New York, Chicago, Washington, Paris, London and
other major cities.
Hnizdovsky’s mature work can be characterized by his
commitment to the natural world. While living in New
York City Mr. Hnizdovsky would escape from the pomp
and circumstance of the city’s art scene by visiting two of
his favorite retreats, the Bronx Zoo and the Brooklyn
Botanical Gardens. The artist wrote: “Here in nature, I
was not confronted with so many of the problems I faced
with humans. The inhabitants of the zoo do not care
(Continued on page 21)

“Radishes, Corn and Celery” by Jacques Hnizdovsky (1983, oil on canvas, 20 by 36 inches).
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Over 300 participate
in Canadian Plast’s
Zustrich-Jamboree 2000
by Oksana Zakydalsky

In Ottawa, jamboree participants cross the bridge to Hull and the Museum of Civilization.

OTTAWA – Ending the two week Zustrich-Jamboree
2000, over 300 Canadian Plast members left the marvelous grounds of the Scout Camp Awacamenj Mino in
Quebec on August 13 and headed home. Although in
the last decades Plast Canada had participated in several
international Plast gatherings, this was the first allCanadian Zustrich-Jamboree since 1970 in Manitoba,
which had marked that province’s 100th birthday.
The site of this year’s Zustrich is owned by the
Ottawa District of the Association des Scouts du
Canada, the Francophone Canadian scouting organization. The 50,000-member Scouts du Canada is the second Canadian member of the World Organization of the
Scouting Movement (in addition to the Anglophone
Scouts Canada), giving Canada the unique distinction of
being the only country in the world scouting body with
two official members.
The campers and leaders, who came from all cities in
Canada with Plast branches, were divided by age into
seven sub-camps. Their separate programs were made
up of traditional scouting activities, such as campcraft
and hiking, but also included a trip to Ottawa with a
visit to the Parliament Buildings and the Museum of
Civilization for all campers. The younger groups also
enjoyed hikes to underground caves and a horse ranch,
while for the older participants went on two- and threeday hiking trips, with canoeing on the Gatineau River.
The wet and occasionally stormy weather sometimes
slowed things down, but did not dampen the campers’
spirits. At the end, there was a two-day inter-troop challenge competition, organized by Andriy Monczak of
Ottawa, which encompassed sports, group and individual activities, and was a highlight of the ZustrichJamboree program. First-place winners were the boys of
Ottawa Troop 101 and the girls of Toronto Troop 10.
The 800-acre Awacamenj Mino is particularly suited
to a Zustrich-Jamboree as it includes wooded areas,
where the sub-camps were located, and open spaces, as
well as challenges such as a rappelling wall and an
obstacle course, both of which were popular with the
campers. As the wooded areas are kept thinned out to
make camping possible, the campers were allowed to
(Continued on page 13)

Bishop Cornelius J. Pasichny and Bishop Yurij Kalishchuk made a tour of the sub-camps.

Bishop Cornelius J. Pasichny takes questions from the campers after the liturgy.

Everyone had a go at the obstacle course at Awacamenj
Mino campsite.
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One of the campfires held every night at the sub-camps.

The return of Panteleimon Pupchik (the Rev. Andrij Chirovsky,
left) and his sidekick (the Rev. Andrij Onuferko) came during one
of the bonfires.

Canoe races were among the activities during the Zustrich-Jamboree.

Over 300...

(Continued from page 12)
cut down designated trees and were
therefore able to try out their skills in
building camp structures – something
that is rarely allowed at campsites today.
The Zustrich-Jamboree program
included a celebration of the Holy Year
2000. Both Bishop Cornelius J.
Pasichny, eparch of Toronto and Eastern
Canada, Ukrainian Catholic Church, and
Bishop Yurij Kalishchuk of the Toronto
and Eastern Eparchy, Ukrainian
Orthodox Church, came to celebrate

liturgies on August 6. They also visited
the sub-camps and had lunch with the
Zustrich leaders at tables built that week
by the campers.
The final campfire saw the return of
“Panteleimon Pupchik” (the infamous
author of “Life in Plast and How to
Avoid It”) – his first public appearance
since the Zustrich of 1987.
The organizing committee of the
Zustrich-Jamboree 2000 was based at the
Ottawa Plast branch, headed by Lydia
Migus, with Radomir Bilash of Edmonton
as the western representative. The organizers received much support from the
Sheptytsky Institute of Ottawa, where
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Zustrich-Jamboree leaders Radomir Bilash (left) of Edmonton and Lida Migus
(second from right) of Ottawa, seen here with Les Scouts du Canada Ottawa
District Commissioner Denis Perrault (right) and his assistant, Monique Monnin.

Some campers were able to construct elaborate rope structures.

The honeymoon continues: Lesia Krawchenko and Yuri Kruk, married in Winnipeg
in July, were both camp leaders.
several of the organizers work.
Before the Zustrich-Jamboree a website (http://www.ncf.ca/plastottawa) provided information and application forms,
while during the event photos were made
available online. At the end of the
Zustrich-Jamboree all campers received
an illustrated 12-page newsletter produced on the quick thanks to digital cameras and the desktop publishing talents of
Roman Waschuk.
Photos by Andriy Onuferko,
Marko Janishewsky
and Oksana Zakydalsky.

The logo of the Zustrich-Jamboree.
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TO PLACE YOUR ADVERTISEMENT CALL MARIA OSCISLAWSKI, (973) 292-9800 x 3040
SERVICES

ECONOMY
A I R FA R E S

NYC/Kyiv $730
one way $420
NYC/Lviv $850

+ tax

+ tax
+ tax

Fregata Travel

EUROPEAN WOODART CORPORATION
(round trip)

(round trip)

250 West 57 Street, #1211
New York, NY 10107
Tel.: 212-541-5707 Fax: 212-262-3220
* Restrictions apply

“KARPATY” HANDYMAN

PAINTING • RENOVATION • REPAIRS
INTERIOR/EXTERIOR

Quality work! Reasonable rates!
Quick turnaround!
Free estimates. No job too small.

Vasili Cholak
Tel. (718) 937-6821; Beeper (917) 491-6150
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GEORGE L. STECIUK
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Free Market Analysis of Your Home.
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CHATHAM OFFICE:
64 MAIN SREET, CHATHAM, NJ 07928

OFFICE: (973) 635-5000 • FAX: (973) 635-5086
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Tel.: (973) 460-4302 or (888) 633-7853

MARIA C. WYNNYK-GERULA
SALES ASSOCIATE
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1999 NJAR Million Dollar Club Silver Level

(973) 778-5168 (ext. 150)
Fax: (973) 778-9307
Res.: (973) 773-4481
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RESIDENTIAL
BROKERAGE

789 Clifton Ave.
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PROFESSIONALS
Michael P. Hrycak, Esq.
Attorney at Law
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TO TRIAL AND APPEAL, COMPUTER LAW
Member of Bar: NJ, NY, CT, DC

316 Lenox Avenue, Westfield, NJ 07090
Office: (908) 789-1870, (732) 627-0517

ATTORNEY

JERRY
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• automobile accidents
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• medical malpractice

FIRST CONSULTATION IS FREE.
Fees collected only after
personal injury case is successful.

ALSO:
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• real estate
• criminal and civil cases
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• general consultation

WELT & DAVID

1373 Broad St, Clifton, N.J. 07013

(973) 773-9800
FOR SALE

FOR SALE
House with a garage on two acres of land
in a desirable section of Kerhonkson, NY,
not far from Soyuzivka.
Price reduced to $99,500.
Tel. (914) 626-5152

looking for experienced woodworkers (craftsmen),
as well as design artist experienced in designing
and building furniture. Good pay, interesting work,
Ukrainian-speaking workforce.
We are located on a sunny peninsula in Florida.
Vasyl Boychuk,
(904) 740-7740 (day); (407) 574-7796 (eve.).

MERCHANDISE

YEVSHAN

Distributor of fine Ukrainian products - Cassettes, Compact
discs - Videos - Language tapes & Dictionaries - Computer
fonts for PC & MAC - Imported Icons - Ukrainian Stationery
- Cookbooks - Food parcels to Ukraine

Call for a free catalog

1-800-265-9858
VISA - MASTERCARD - AMEX ACCEPTED
FAX ORDERS ACCEPTED (514) 630-9960
BOX 325, BEACONSFIELD, QUEBEC
CANADA - H9W 5T8

FIRST QUALITY

MONUMENTS

UKRAINIAN TRADITIONAL-STYLE

OBLAST
MEMORIALS

SERVING NY/NJ/CT REGION CEMETERIES

P.O. BOX 746
Chester, NY 10918

914-469-4247

BILINGUAL HOME APPOINTMENTS

APON

V I D E O TA P E S
C O M PA C T D I S K S
AUDI O CAS SETTES
NEW FROM UKRAINE
Write or call
Apon Music, P.O. Box 3082
Long Island City, NY 11103
(718) 721-5599

We can convert your video from European
system to American and vice versa

WEST ARKA

2282 Bloor St. W., Toronto, Ont., Canada M6S 1N9

Fine Gifts
Authentic Ukrainian Handicrafts
Art, Books, CDs, Ceramics
Embroidered Goods and Supplies
Gold Jewellery, Icons, Magazines
Newspapers, Pysankas and Supplies
All Services to Ukraine, Mail-orders
Tel.: (416) 762-8751

e-mail: andrew@westarka.com

Andrew R. CHORNY
Manager

Fax: (416) 767-6839

www.westarka.com

OPPORTUNITY

EA RN EX T R A IN C O ME !
ãéçÉàç ëíÄêìï

èðÓÙÂÒ¥ÈÌËÈ ÔðÓ‰‡‚Âˆ¸
Á‡·ÂÁÔÂ˜ÂÌÌfl ìçë

LONGIN STARUCH
Licensed Agent

Ukrainian National Ass’n, Inc.
312 Maple St.,
Kerhonkson, NY 12446
Tel.: (914) 626-2058 • Fax: (914) 626-5831

HELP WANTED
èÓÚð¥·Ì‡ ÍÛı‡ðÍ‡ ‰Ó ◊ÑÂÎ¥“
‚ ã¥„‡ÈÚÓÌ¥, è‡. Ç‡ðÂÌÌfl Ó·¥‰¥‚
¥ ðÓ·ÎÂÌÌfl ‚‡ðÂÌËÍ¥‚.
ÉÓ‚ÓðËÏÓ ÔÓ-ÔÓÎ¸Ò¸ÍË.

íÂÎ.: (610) 377-1260

The Ukrainian Weekly is looking
for advertising sales agents.
For additional information contact
Maria Oscislawski, Advertising
Manager, The Ukrainian Weekly,
(973) 292-9800, ext 3040.
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(Continued from page 2)
and administration such as, for example,
strengthening the role of the Rada with
respect to the government.
On June 29 the Constitutional Court
announced that the president’s version satisfied the Article 157 criteria, but that
some of the terminology had to be refined.
It also revealed that it had yet to examine
the more substantial H/M draft – but
would do so before the summer recess.
Not surprisingly, this announcement
spurred accusations that the court had not
acted objectively and that, since both versions had been submitted to the court at
the same time, the verdict on both versions
should have been issued simultaneously to
allow the Rada to examine them together.
The court’s rapporteur, Justice Mykola
Kozubria, argued, however, that the court
was constitutionally obliged to pass verdicts on an individual basis. The Rada
Committee on Legal Policy recommended
that in the interests of fairness the Rada
nevertheless examine the two versions
together (with a third law from January 20
specifically addressing the issue of the
deputies’ immunity).
Yet, the Rada’s legal department countered that there was no legal requirement
that the two versions be examined simultaneously. With Chairman Pliusch not
opposed to President Kuchma’s publicly
declared timetable of completing the
amendment process before the end of the
year and with any grumblings or hesitation
within the majority persuasively dealt with
by the administration, the resolution
adopting the presidential draft in its first
reading passed remarkably smoothly.
That same day, July 13, Justice
Kozubria
announced
that
the
Constitutional Court had decided to halt its
examination of the H/M draft because its
attempt to address, among other things, the
issue of the second chamber was insufficiently precise and would require an
almost comprehensive revision of the
Constitution. Essentially, the court
approved those proposals of the H/M draft
that coincided with the president’s strict
interpretation and rejected the rest on the
grounds that they did not relate directly to
the issues raised in the referendum.
This ruling has added more fuel to the
debate over the independence and impartiality of the court system in post-Soviet
Ukraine. The reason for this, argue some
observers, is that in accepting a narrow
interpretation of what kind of draft law
the referendum should have produced, the
Constitutional Court ignored an essential
point of Section XIII of the Constitution,
which addresses the amendment process.
Article 154 clearly implies that the
Verkhovna Rada as well as the president –
can introduce a bill to amend any part of
the Constitution at any time. No mention
is made of the need for a referendum to
initiate the process (even though one is
required at the end of the amendment
process to approve certain amendments).
The requirement for the Rada is simply
that any initiative be supported by “no
less than one-third of the Constitutional
total of ... deputies” (150 votes). The H/M
draft satisfied this criterion.
Thus, the argument goes, the fact that
the court effectively dismissed the H/M
draft law on the grounds that it addressed
broader issues than those raised in the
referendum contravenes the Rada’s prerogatives and renders the ruling essentially a concession to political expediency. In the absence of clear evidence of
coercion, perhaps the most that might be
said is that the court justices, despite
Justice Kozubria’s denials, could not
have been unaware of the political implications of approving the H/M draft – and
(Continued on page 15)
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President Kuchma’s constant public
reminders to that effect.
As for the Verkhovna Rada’s behavior,
Article 158 implies that the Rada is not
automatically obliged to pass a law proposing a constitutional amendment. It also
states that any such law not passed cannot
be resubmitted for at least a year – something that would clearly upset the administration’s schedule. The majority constitutes a jumbled amalgam of pro-reform
interests to a lesser or greater degree supportive of the president and/or Prime
Minister Viktor Yuschenko, if not necessarily his government and those that
oppose the latter but are guarded in their
opposition given the president’s current
satisfaction with the prime minister (if not
with the way some of his Cabinet members are handling their portfolios). Party
and faction discipline and loyalties remain
conditional and volatile.
The resultant atomized environment
therefore leaves President Kuchma and his
more coherent administration plenty of
scope for working with individual legislators, as well as groupings of deputies. This
was the genesis of the majority. And it
continues to be the defining factor behind
the apparent metamorphosis of the
Verkhovna Rada into a legislature whose
identity increasingly seems to depend less
on its prerogatives as the supreme legislative institution than on the role the administration shapes for it.
Extrapolating from these developments, it seems unlikely that upon reconvening the Verkhovna Rada will wait for
an improved version of the H/M law to
appear before proceeding with the amendment process. Indeed, such a move, unless
an act of assertion, would be pointless
because the Constitutional Court’s ruling
implies that it is not prepared to sanction
any attempt to tamper extensively with the
Constitution. Thus, while there is likely to
be much sound and fury around the refinements to the president’s law concerning,
for example, the need to clarify terms such
as “a permanently functioning parliamentary majority” or the president’s right to
dismiss the Rada if it doesn’t adopt the
budget within a three-month period, any
compromise will more likely than not be
on the president’s terms.
President Kuchma, Rada Chairman
Pliusch and his First Vice-Chairman Viktor
Medvychuk, as well as the Rada’s unofficial “manager,” Ukraine’s pre-eminent oligarch Oleksander Volkov, have all
expressed confidence that enough votes
will be found to supplement those of the
majority – approximately 280 deputies –
for the 300 threshold to be reached.
(Former President Leonid Kravchuk, the
majority’s coordinator, remains less sanguine.) Precedent suggests that the combined efforts of the Rada leadership and
the administration should suffice to assure
a constitutional majority.
These extra votes are likely to come
from a disintegrating left, which has seen
the Progressive Socialists as good as vanish and the Socialists split, with Mr.
Moroz’s erstwhile colleague, Ivan Chyzh,
and his fellow schismatics often voting on
reform initiatives. Moreover, a nationally
oriented
Renewed
(Obnovlena)
Communist Party of Ukraine (CPU[O])
has just been established to challenge Petro
Symonenko’s more orthodox line. And
while it is still too early to predict exactly
what effect the CPU(O)’s creation will
have on the parliamentary Communists,
this development potentially adds to the
resources the parliamentary leadership and
administration will have at their disposal.
In short, as things stand today, with
Chairman Pliusch and President Kuchma
in tandem over the amendment issue, it
will require a marked change in the trajec-
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tory of the Rada’s recent evolution – or a
different cause – for the political crisis that
some commentators predict for later this
year to transpire.
President Kuchma has stated that any
foot-dragging by the Verkhovna Rada
will see him take “appropriate” – though
unspecified – measures to expedite matters. Presidential critics take this to mean
that he will use the perceived moral mandate of the referendum to take the
extraordinary step of amending the
Constitution, in contravention of the
Constitutional Court’s March ruling, by
the unconstitutional means of a decree –
or that he might even dismiss the Rada.
Indeed, there is a persistent school of
thought that President Kuchma has been
systematically working for some time to
introduce an authoritarian regime under
the pretext of accelerating the reform
process; that this is the essential element
of the much publicized “new” Kuchma;
and that the Verkhovna Rada and the
Constitutional Court – its June 29 and
July 13 decisions notwithstanding – are
the last barriers to this tendency.
Such an interpretation is superficially
appealing. But it cannot explain why a
president apparently so bent on subverting
the existing system keeps failing to grasp
the initiative. Ukrainian democracy, with
all of its imperfections, survived the constitutional agreement crisis in 1995 and
the confrontation over the Constitution
itself a year later, relatively intact.
Arguing that the president will act in a
manner he has failed to do in the past at
the next opportunity (in other words later
this year) misses the point that chief executives bent on imposing their will act
decisively at the first opportunity. No
president bent on imposing authoritarian
rule would, for example, ever have
allowed a constitutional court to reach the
kind of decision taken by the Ukraine’s
Constitutional Court in March when it
ordered the two most controversial questions (that favored the president) to be
struck from the ballot. One only has to
look at how deliberately President
Alyaksandr Lukashenka usurped power in
neighboring Belarus to see that making
the argument portraying a latently authoritarian President Kuchma who is sure to
act “next time” has so far been akin to
waiting for a Ukrainian political Godot.
President Kuchma is clearly no
Lukashenka (or, for that matter, no
Robert Mugabe or Alberto Fujimori), or
even a kind of political Harry Potter who
finds himself having to confront an evil
Rada for the general good (although the
image does have a certain appeal).
Instead, he has thus far shown himself to
be a man often persuaded by some of the
more extreme opinions within his inner
circle, but not always to the point of conviction; comfortable with words such as
“democracy” and “market economy” on
the declaratory level, but not fully with
their implications. He is neither the autocrat some of his critics assert nor fully
the democrat he often says he is.
His presidency to date resembles more
an unintended parody of that muchtalked-about (by Ukrainians convinced
that their political system must reflect the
alleged exceptionally of Ukraine’s heritage and national character) Ukrainian
“third way” – a reflection of the indecisive, ambivalent mood of the Ukrainian
population as attested to in numerous
polls: overwhelmingly desirous of
democracy and, in almost equal measure,
the decisive leadership of a firm hand.
It is not impossible that there might be
a Rada-related crisis later this year and
that President Kuchma might yet resort
to extraordinary means to resolve it.
However in life, and in politics in particular, eventually finding oneself in a given
situation – or contemplating a course of
action – is not always evidence of a premeditated strategy for arriving there.
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Ñ¥ÎËÏÓÒfl ÒÛÏÌÓ˛ ‚¥ÒÚÍÓ˛, ˘Ó 24 ÒÂðÔÌfl 2000 ð., Ì‡ 92-ÏÛ ðÓˆ¥ ÊËÚÚfl, ‚¥‰¥È¯Î‡ Û
‚¥˜Ì¥ÒÚ¸ Ì‡¯‡ Ì‡È‰ÓðÓÊ˜‡ ¥ ÛÎ˛·ÎÂÌ‡ åÄåÄ, ÅÄÅÄ ß èêÄÅÄÅÄ

·Î. Ô.

åÄêßü éãúÉÄ óÄâäéÇëúäÄ
Á ‰ÓÏÛ ÅÖÑêàãé
ç‡ð. 14 Ò¥˜Ìfl 1909 ð. Û ã¸‚Ó‚¥, ìÍð‡ªÌ‡.
Ç‰Ó‚‡ ÔÓ ·Î. Ô. ‰-ðÓ‚¥ ÇÂÚÂðËÌ‡ð¥ª ûð¥π‚¥ ó‡ÈÍÓ‚Ò¸ÍÓÏÛ.
èÄêÄëíÄë ¥ èÄçÄïàÑÄ ‚¥‰·ÛÎËÒfl Û ÔÓÌÂ‰¥ÎÓÍ, 28 ÒÂðÔÌfl 2000 ð.,
‚ ÔÓıÓðÓÌÌÓÏÛ Á‡‚Â‰ÂÌÌ¥ ç‡ÒÂ‚Ë˜‡.
èéïéêéççß ÇßÑèêÄÇà – Û ‚¥‚ÚÓðÓÍ, 29 ÒÂðÔÌfl 2000 ð.,
‚ ñÂðÍ‚¥ ÅÎ‡„Ó‚¥˘ÂÌÌfl è.Ñ.å. Merlrose Park, PA.
íÎ¥ÌÌ¥ ÓÒÚ‡ÌÍË ·ÛÎË ÔÂðÂ‚ÂÁÂÌ¥ Ì‡ ÍÎ‡‰Ó‚Ë˘Â Ò‚. å‡ð¥ª Ì‡ î‡ÍÒ óÂÈÒ.
ì „ÎË·ÓÍÓÏÛ ÒÏÛÚÍÛ Á‡ÎË¯ËÎËÒfl:
‰ÓÌ¸ÍË
– ïêàëíàçÄ ÑéãúçàñúäÄ Á ‰ÓÌ¸ÍÓ˛ Äçúéû îÄí
Á ˜ÓÎÓ‚¥ÍÓÏ èÄÇãéå Ú‡ ‰¥Ú¸ÏË ÉêàÉéêóàäéå
¥ ïêàëíàçäéû
– ãüêàëÄ òèéç Á ˜ÓÎÓ‚¥ÍÓÏ áÖçéçéå Ú‡ ‰ÓÌ¸Í‡ÏË
ÄêÖíéû ¥ êÖçÄíéû
– ÇßêÄ óÄâäéÇëúäÄ ÑÄíÖç Á¥ ÒËÌ‡ÏË ‰-ðÓÏ ûëíàçéå
Á ‰ðÛÊËÌÓ˛ ëÄÅêßçéû Ú‡ ÒËÌÓÏË äêÖ¢éå
¥ ûêß∏å
– åÄêíÄ äÄçÇÖâ Á ‰ÓÌ¸ÍÓ˛ ãßëéû Öäëãß Á ˜ÓÎÓ‚¥ÍÓÏ
ïêàëíéîéêéå
¯‚‡£ÂðÍ‡ – ÄãÖäëÄçÑêÄ üñäÖÇàó Á ðÓ‰ËÌÓ˛
Ú‡ ˜ËÒÎÂÌÌ‡ ðÓ‰ËÌ‡ ·Î. Ô. ÄÌÚÓÌ‡ Ú‡ åËı‡ÈÎËÌË ó‡ÈÍÓ‚Ò¸ÍËı.
––––––––––––––––––––––
á‡Ï¥ÒÚ¸ Í‚¥Ú¥‚ ÔðÓÒËÏÓ ÒÍÎ‡‰‡ÚË ÔÓÊÂðÚ‚Ë Ì‡ ìÍð‡ªÌÒ¸ÍËÈ éÒ‚¥ÚÌ¸Ó-äÛÎ¸ÚÛðÌËÈ
ñÂÌÚð Û Abington, PA (◊Ukrainian Educational and Cultural Center“), ‡·Ó Ì‡
íÓ‚‡ðËÒÚ‚Ó ÑÓÔÓÏÓ„Ë ëËðÓÚ‡Ï ‚ ìÍð‡ªÌ¥, (◊Orphans' Aid Society“).

On the 15th anniversary of the death of

Dr. Walter Dushnyck
memorial liturgies will be held on

Saturday, September 2, 2000, at 8:30 a.m.
(not at 11:30 a.m. as erroneously listed last week)
at St. George Ukrainian Catholic Church, New York, NY

Sunday, September 3, 2000, at 11:30 a.m.
at St. Nicholas Church, Brooklyn, NY
On this day we ask for your prayers
Wife, Mary
Son, Mark

Ç èÖêòì çÖÇàåéÇçé Åéãûóì êßóçàñû ÇßÑïéÑì ì Çßóçßëíú,
12 ‚ÂðÂÒÌfl 1999 ð. ÏÓ„Ó Ì‡È‰ÓðÓÊ˜Ó„Ó åìÜÄ ¥ ÑêìÉÄ

·Î. Ô.

‰-ð‡ äãàåÖçíßü ÅéÉÑÄçÄ
êéÉéáàçëúäéÉé
·Û‰ÛÚ¸ ‚¥‰Ôð‡‚ÎÂÌ¥

ëãìÜÅà ÅéÜß
Û ‚¥‚ÚÓðÓÍ, 12 ‚ÂðÂÒÌfl 2000 ð.
‚ ˆÂðÍ‚‡ı:
ìÒÔÂÌÌfl å‡ÚÂð¥ ÅÓÊÓª (Assumption Church, Perth Amboy, NJ),
Ó „Ó‰. 7:30 ð‡ÌÍÛ;
Ò‚. ûð‡, ‚ ç¸˛-âÓðÍÛ, Ó „Ó‰. 9-¥È ð‡ÌÍÛ.
èðÓ ÏÓÎËÚ‚Ë Á‡ ÒÔÓÍ¥È ‰Û¯¥ ‰ÓðÓ„Ó„Ó ¥ ÌÂÁ‡·ÛÚÌ¸Ó„Ó åÛÊ‡ ¥ ÑðÛ„‡
ÔðÓÒËÚ¸ ‰ðÛÊËÌ‡ éãúÉÄ ëíÖîÄçßü
Á ðÓ‰ËÌÓ˛.

DEATH ANNOUNCEMENTS

to be published in The Ukrainian Weekly – in the Ukrainian
or English language – are accepted by mail, courier, fax, phone or e-mail.

Information should be addressed to the attention of the Advertising Department
and sent to: The Ukrainian Weekly, 2200 Route 10, P.O. Box 280
(NB: please do not include post office box if sending via courier), Parsippany, N.J. 07054;
fax, (973) 644-9510; telephone, (973) 292-9800, ext. 3040; e-mail, staff@ukrweekly.com.

16

THE UKRAINIAN WEEKLY

A Walk-Bike-athon and Family Picnic
to Benefit The Ukrainian Museum Building Fund
Visit us at www.ukrainianmuseum.org

Sunday, September 24th, 2000
Ringwood State Park,
Ringwood, N.J.

Registration begins at 9 a.m. Stride and Ride starts promtly at 10:30 a.m.
If you are unable to participate but wish to make a donation,
please send your tax-deductible contribution to:
The Ukrainian Museum
203 Second Avenue
New York, NY 10003
TO ALL MEMBERS OF UNA BRANCHES 32 AND
479
Please be advised that Branches 32 and 479
have merged with Branch 397 as of September 1, 2000.
All inquiries and requests for changes should be sent to
Mrs. Ulana Prociuk, new branch secretary.

TO ALL MEMBERS OF UNA BRANCH 158
Please be advised that Branch 158
has merged with Branch 130 as of September 1, 2000.
All inquiries and requests for changes should be sent to
Mr. George Yurkiw, Branch 130.

TO ALL MEMBERS OF UNA BRANCH 107
Please be advised that Branch 107
has merged with Branch 452 as of September 1, 2000.
All inquiries and requests for changes should be sent to
Mrs. Natalie Shuya, Branch 107.

TO ALL MEMBERS OF UNA BRANCH 235
Please be advised that Branch 235
has merged with Branch 165 as of September 1, 2000.
All inquiries and requests for changes should be sent to
Mrs. Mary Pelechaty, Branch 165.

Mrs. Ulana Prociuk
909 North 29th St.
Philadelphia, PA 19130
(215) 235-3709

Mrs. Natalie Shuya
6646 Howard Ave.
Hammond, IN 46324
(219) 931-8752

TO ALL MEMBERS OF UNA BRANCH 143
Please be advised that Branch 143
has merged with Branch 777 as of September 1, 2000.
All inquiries, monthly payments and requests for changes
should be sent to Home Office.
Ukrainian National Association
2200 Route 10, P.O. Box 280
Parsippany, NJ 07054
(973) 292-9800

Mr. George Yurkiw
30-15 36th St.
Astoria, NY 11103-4704
(718) 278-2217

Mrs. Mary Pelechaty
3318 Stickney Ave.
Toledo, OH 43608
(419) 726-4712

Insure and be sure.

Join the UNA!

“Citius, Altius, Fortius”...
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(Continued from page 9)
winners) and carried the date of 1995. The
entire production of this sheet, which was
the first Olympic issue printed in Ukraine,
was rather bizarre.
Later that year (1996) it was the summer
athletes’ turn to represent Ukraine for the
first time at the 26th Summer Games in
Atlanta, Ga. Four different philatelic items
were prepared (Figure 4). A special horizontal stamp honored the centennial of the
Modern Olympic Games and depicted runners in the artistic style found on many
ancient Greek vases. Two vertical stamps
showed wrestling and women’s handball,
while a high-value souvenir sheet showed a
male gymnast dismounting from a horizontal bar. Ukrainian athletes did well at these
Games, finishing 10th in the overall medal
count with nine gold, two silver and 12
bronze medals.
For the 18th Winter Games in Nagano,
Japan, Ukraine issued a couple of 20-kopiyka stamps: one showing a male figure skater
and the other a male biathlete (Figure 5).
Only one medal was captured in these
Olympics, a silver in the 15-kilometer
women’s biathlon. (NB: Only Ukrainian
women have thus far brought home any
medals from winter events.) Several bronze
medals were narrowly missed, as Ukraine
finished fourth in a number of competitions.
For this year’s Summer Games in Sydney,
Australia, four stamps have been prepared
(Figure 6). Two low-value 30-kopiyka issues
show a high jumper and some boxers, the
70-kopiyka stamp depicts three yachts under
full sail, while the high value 1-hryvnia issue
highlights a female rhythmic gymnast.
A suggestion for future issues

While there is nothing wrong with
Ukraine Post issuing these generic-type
Olympic stamps, I hope that at some point
in the not-too-distant future philatelic
issues will be prepared honoring some of
the many Ukrainian Olympic heroes of the
past. Both the United States and Canada
have come out with such stamps honoring
their Olympic champions, and these releases have proved to be very popular.
Ukraine has produced some of the greatest athletes in the history of not just the
Olympics, but of the world. Below I would
like to highlight the accomplishments of
only a few individuals – all gymnasts –
who would be most worthy of appearing on
Ukrainian Olympic stamps.
If the number of Olympic medals won is
the criterion used to determine an athlete’s
status, then Larysa Latynina (b. 1934) must
be judged the greatest Olympian of all
time. Over a span of three Olympics (and
the birth of two children) from 1956 to
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1964, she won an amazing 18 medals –
more than any other athlete ever, male or
female. The final medal count was: nine
gold (six individual, three team), five silver
(all individual) and four bronze (three individual, one team). The total of 14 individual medals is also an Olympic record.
Between 1954, when she began her
career, and her retirement 12 years later,
Ms. Latynina also won virtually everything
attainable at European and World
Championship competitions. Her final
medal tally at Olympic, World and
European Championships is a staggering
24 gold, 15 silver and five bronze. She did
much more, however, than accumulate an
impressive record of medals and titles, she
literally revolutionized and modernized
women’s gymnastics with her combination
of style, grace and agility. In her drive for
perfection, she not only pushed herself, but
forced her contemporaries to raise their
standards as well. Ms. Latynina has
appeared on stamps of Guyana and
Tanzania.
One of Ms. Latynina’s fiercest competitors was her compatriot Polina Astakhova
(b. 1936). The friendly rivalry between the
two undoubtedly spurred both to their spectacular achievements. Ms. Astakhova participated at the same three Games as
Latynina and won “only” five gold, two silver and three bronze medals. Her 10 total
medals tie her for third place in the all-time
standings for women. Ms. Astakhova also
has appeared on a stamp from Guyana.
Viktor Chukarin (1921-1984) participated
in the 1952 and 1956 Olympics, picking up
four golds and two silvers in the first, and
three golds, a silver and a bronze in the next.
These 11 lifetime medals make him one of
the men’s all-time leading medal winners. A
stamp of Guyana has featured Mr. Chukarin.
Borys Shakhalin (b. 1932) picked up
even more medals than his countryman. In
three Olympics between 1956 and 1964 he
earned seven gold, four silver and two
bronze. The total of 13 medals ranks him
second on the all-time list for men. Mr.
Shakhalin also won championships at
World and European competitions, and
subsequently became an international judge
in gymnastics. He has appeared on stamps
of Mongolia and Guyana.
The extraordinary number of medals
that these four athletes were able to amass
can cause one to forget how difficult it is to
win just one Olympic medal. They represent only a single sport, but they are just the
tip of the iceberg of outstanding Olympic
sportsmen whose accomplishments deserve
Ukrainian philatelic recognition.
Dr. Ingert Kuzych may be contacted at
P.O. Box 3, Springfield, VA 22150 or by email at ingertjk@gateway.net.

UKRAINIAN SELFRELIANCE
FEDERAL CREDIT UNION,
PHILADELPHIA, PA.

Serving and Supporting the Ukrainian Community Since 1952

CERTIFICATE SPECIAL

24 Month term

6.1% APR

$5,000 minimum deposit
6.28% APY
7 % APY

All savings insured by the National Credit Union Administration, a federal agency.
MAIN OFFICE:

1729 Cottman Ave.
Philadelphia, PA 19111
Tel.: (215) 725-4430
Fax: (215) 725-0831

24th Street Branch:
2307 Brown St.
Philadelphia, PA 19130
Tel.: (215) 232-3993

Ukrainian Center Branch:
910 Henrietta Ave.
Huntingdon VL, PA 19006
Tel.: (215) 379-0400
Fax: (215) 379-2757

Toll free: 1-888-POLTAVA
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Bike-a-thon and walk-a-thon
to benefit The Ukrainian Museum
NEW YORK – Stride and Ride to
Build – an event to benefit The Ukrainian
Museum – will be held on Sunday,
September 24, at Ringwood State Park in
northern New Jersey. The event will feature a mountain bike-a-thon, a walk-athon and a picnic, and is designed to be
enjoyed by the entire family.
The walk is an easy three-mile hike
through the scenic grounds of the
Ringwood Estate. The route consists of
paved and dirt roads and crosses a mowed
grass field. There is an abundance of plant
life, creating beautiful scenery along the
way. Participants of all ages are welcome
to attend. Child carriers, strollers with
larger wheels or wagons are recommended for families with toddlers.
The mountain bike-a-thon is more challenging for participants 14 years of age
and older. Some mountain biking experience is necessary, as are one’s own bicycle, related equipment and drinking water.
Bike helmets are mandatory, and riders
will not be permitted to participate without them. The route the riders will take is
seven miles long and is classified as one
of moderate difficulty, winding through
the trails of Ringwood State Park. The
route includes climbs, rocky downhills
and some single track. Experienced mountain bikers will guide the ride.
Following the walk-a-thon and bike-athon, everyone is invited to a picnic to celebrate their accomplishments. There will
be good food, music, entertainment for the
youngsters and prizes. All participants and
$50 sponsors (individuals who sponsor a
walker or rider for $50) are invited to the

picnic free of charge. The general public is
invited to the picnic as well, but a donation of $10 will be asked.
Ringwood State Park is easily accessible from the entire tri-state area. Take Exit
57 Skyline Drive off of Rt. 287. Take
Skyline Drive through the town of
Ringwood. You will see signs for
Ringwood State Park. Turn right at the T
intersection (Greenwood Lake Rd/Route
511) and after approximately two miles
turn right onto Sloatsburg Rd. The manor
will be on your left approximately three
miles up the road.
Our community is strongly urged to
come together and participate in this
event! The fund-raising goal is to have
every participant – walker or mountain
biker – raise $150 for the museum or to
have every family/team raise $250. This is
an attainable goal as 15 pledges of $10
each quickly add up to $150. Participants
are urged to ask everyone for sponsorship
– family members, neighbors, coworkers,
business associates and, yes, even out-oftowners.
The Stride and Ride to Build fund-raiser
is being organized by a group of young
Ukrainian American women who both
love the outdoors and appreciate Ukrainian
culture. Their aim is to raise money for
The Ukrainian Museum, as well as to raise
public awareness of the existence of the
museum and its importance within the
multi-cultural spectrum of our immediate
and greater communities.
With its broad agenda, The Ukrainian
(Continued on page 23)

COME, JOIN US
HIGH INTEREST RATES ON CDs
FREE CHECKING
GREAT RATES FOR LOANS, MORTGAGES
SAFE DEPOSIT BOXES AVAILABLE
UKRAINIAN/ENGLISH SPOKEN
FRIENDLY PERSONNEL
WESTERN UNION
WE CAN ACCOMMODATE ALL YOUR FINANCIAL NEEDS

UKRAINIAN ORTHODOX
FEDERAL CREDIT UNION
MAIN OFFICE
215 Second Ave. (between 13th and 14th St.), New York, NY 10003
Tel.: (212) 533-2980 • Fax: (212) 995-5204
BRANCHES
35 Main St., So. Bound Brook, NJ 08880
Tel.: (732) 469-9085 • Fax: (732) 469-9165
691 Roosevelt Ave., Carteret, NJ 07008
Tel.: (732) 802-0480 • Fax: (732) 802-0484
e-mail: admin@uofcu.org

Website: www.uofcu.org

UKRAINIAN MEDICAL ASSOCIATION OF NORTH AMERICA
LOOKING FOR NEW MEMBERS

IF YOU ARE A PHYSICIAN, DENTIST, OR OTHER HEALTH PROFESSIONAL

EITHER PRACTICING OR TRAINING, HERE’S YOUR OPPORTUNITY TO JOIN

YOUR COLLEAGUES IN NORTH AMERICA’S PREMIER ASSOCIATION OF HEALTH PROFESSIONALS.
FOR MORE INFORMATION PLEASE WRITE TO:

UKRAINIAN MEDICAL ASSOCIATION OF NORTH AMERICA
2247 W. CHICAGO AVENUE
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60622

TELEPHONE: 773-278-6262

OR FAX YOUR REQUEST TO 773-278-6962

NAME: _________________________________________________________________________________
ADDRESS: ___________________________________________________________________________________

Stride and Ride to Build organizers include (from left) Roma Slobodian Odulak,
Olenka Czerwoniak Terleckyj, Mimi Raihl Polansky, Darka Bakalec Temnycky and
Anya Hanas Hnateyko.

CITY: _____________________________________________________________________________________

STATE: ____________________________________________________________________ ZIP: ____________
DAYTIME PHONE: __________________________________________________________________________
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grain exports are likely to have a positive
influence on the economy. (RFE/RL
Newsline)
Kuchma confident about economic future

Now available:
additional insurance coverage
for UNA members

If you are already a member of the UNA we offer a guaranteed issue of additional mini-

mum of $1,000 to a maximum of $5,000 life insurance added to your current policy coverage. If you presently own any UNA Whole Life, 20-Payment Life, P-65 or DP-65 you are
guaranteed additional insurance. UNA cannot deny you coverage. This offer is not open to
members with term insurance, endowment plans, or Universal Life policies.
Here is how it works.
The UNA will issue the following amounts of the pour-in-rider:
• Ages 0-35, $1,000 to $5,000;
• Ages 36-70, $1,000 to $2,500;
• Ages 71-90, $1,000.

The rates for the pour-in rider appear in the chart below.

For more information call the UNA Home Office at (973) 292-9800.
THE RATES FOR THE POUR-IN RIDER ARE LISTED AS FOLLOWS

Issue
age
0
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

Premium
per $1,000
63
63
64
66
68
70
73
75
78
81
84
87
90
93
96
100
103
107
110
114
118
122
126
130
135
140

Issue
age

Premium
per $1,000

26
27
28
29
30
31
32
33
34
35
36
37
38
39
40
41
42
43
44
45
46
47
48
49
50

145
150
155
161
167
173
179
186
193
200
208
215
223
232
240
249
258
267
276
286
296
306
316
327
338

Issue
age
51
52
53
54
55
56
57
58
69
60
61
62
63
64
65
66
67
68
69
70
71
72
73
74
75

Premium
per $1,000

Issue
age

Premium
per $1,000

76
77
78
79
80
81
82
83
84
85
86
87
88
89
90

696
710
724
738
752
765
778
791
803
815
826
837
848
858
868

349
361
373
385
397
409
422
435
448
462
475
489
504
518
533
547
562
576
591
606
622
637
652
667
682

Complete the following questionnaire and return it to the UNA Home Office:
Ukrainian National Association, Inc.
P.O. Box 280, 2200 Route 10, Parsippany, NJ 07054
Tel: (973) 292-9800

Name ___________________________________________________ Age ________

Br. _______ Policy #_______________________ Amount applied for $ _______________
Address ___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________
Tel: _______________________________ SS# ____________________________
Beneficiary (name) __________________________________________________

Address ____________________________________________________________

This offer is valid from June 1, 2000, to September 30, 2000. If your completed form and check are
received by the deadline you will receive a 4 percent discount on the rate quoted on the left.

KYIV – President Leonid Kuchma on
August 28 spoke confidently of Ukraine’s
chances of overcoming its economic crisis,
the Eastern Economist Daily reported. He
said the country’s living standards will
improve even if the International Monetary
Fund refuses further credits to Kyiv. Mr.
Kuchma noted that the recent $100 million
payment to the IMF may be viewed as the
beginning of Kyiv’s repayment of its full
debt to the fund. He said that once Ukraine
repays its IMF debts the country will be
able to live without foreign credits.
According to the president, the Verkhovna
Rada is willing to cooperate with the government and there is no need for early legislative elections. “I will not initiate such
elections myself, and I will oppose [any]
attempts to do so,” he pledged. (RFE/RL
Newsline)
Russia notes anniversary of N detonation

MOSCOW – On the 51st anniversary of
the Soviet Union’s detonation of a nuclear
device at Semipalatinsk, Academician
Viktor Mikhail, the director of the Academy
of Science Institute of Strategic Stability,
said in an article in Voennyi Parad that
nuclear weapons will remain a reliable
instrument of ensuring global security into
the future, ITAR-TASS reported on August
29. “We increasingly clearly see militarypolitical functions of nuclear weapons of
the great nuclear powers as non-combat but
‘political weapons,’ ” he added. (RFE/RL
Newsline)
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Ukraine to aid families of Kursk victims

KYIV – The Ukrainian government on
August 23 announced it will pay 5,000 hrv
($919) to the families of each Ukrainianborn sailor who died on board the Russian
submarine Kursk. The same day Interfax
published an official list of the 27
Ukrainian-born sailors who were killed in
that disaster. On August 22 President
Leonid Kuchma had set up a special fund to
collect money for the families of the Kursk
victims, and the well-known Ukrainian soccer club Shakhtar Donetsk has pledged to
donate $100,000 to victims’ relatives.
(RFE/RL Newsline)
Ukraine to revamp education system

KYIV – The Education and Science
Ministry has adopted plans to reform the
secondary education system, Interfax
reported on August 17. The ministry proposes that the current 11-year education system be replaced by a 12-year system. Other
changes include the introduction of a 12grade scale for evaluating students’ performance, instead of the current five-grade
scale, and the division of the school year
into two semesters, instead of the current
four quarters. The ministry also decided as
of 2001 to abolish the system of preferences
in university entrance exams for so-called
medalists, that is, graduates with the highest
grades. (RFE/RL Newsline)
Greek court orders $1.6 M payment

KYIV – A Greek court ordered Ukraine’s
Lviv Airlines to pay out $1.6 million (U.S.)
to the relatives of two Greek victims of a
YAK-42 aircraft crash in 1997, in which 62
passengers and a crew of eight perished.
The court stated the radio-navigation system of the aircraft was not working properly, and the crew is blamed in the crash.
(Eastern Economist)

Turning the pages back...

(Continued from page 6)
championship events. A section of the program was set aside for American competitors
from AAU clubs who were invited to take part in the Ukrainian Olympiad.
On the day of the First Ukrainian American Olympiad a large crowd of spectators came
out to watch the activities at Northeast High School Field. ...
Included in all the goings-on were about 100 athletes from various American clubs as
guest competitors in events which ran parallel to the Ukrainian events. As for the Ukrainian
events, there were over 150 boys and girls, mostly of high school age, who took part in the
competition.
The Ukrainian organizations which sent athletes to Philadelphia to represent their clubs
were as follows: Ukrainian Softball League of Toronto, United Young Organizations of
Detroit, Tridents of New York City, Brameruks of Brooklyn, N.Y., New York Ukrainian
A.C., Ukrainian A.C. of Bayonne, N.J., Ukrainian A.A. of Trenton, N.J., St. Josaphat’s
Catholic Athletic Club of Frankford, Pa., Ukrainian Social Club of Elizabeth, N.J.,
“Rochester Ukrainians” of Rochester, N.Y. “Newark Ukes” of Newark, N.J., Ukrainian
Cultural Center of Philadelphia, Ukrainian A.C. of Philadelphia and the Ukrainian Catholic
Schools of Palmerton, Pa.
... The whole tone of the First Ukrainian American Olympiad in its uniqueness, was
characterized by the message printed on the Olympiad program as follows:
“We wish to thank our American athletes and friends for coming and helping us to celebrate our first great athletic event – an Olympiad in every sense of the word – which is
being held in conjunction with our Fourth Ukrainian Youth Congress.
“This is a joyous occasion for all of us! Meeting on the common grounds of athletics as
we do, and keeping abreast with creative international athletic activity, we feel certain that
we have much to offer to each other.
“The Ukrainians, the youngest generation in the panorama of the American scene,
through the medium of its recently initiated youth movement, have produced three great
Olympians – Kojac, Halaiko, Fick (Note: Ukrainian American athletes who were then
members of the U.S. Olympic Team). And considering the number of near Olympian caliber, only the future knows how many more will be produced.”
At the time of the first Ukrainian American Olympiad there was some hope that regular
athletic activity on a national scale could be patterned after the German “Turngemeinde
Society” and the Slovak “Sokols,” which were well-established athletic organizations with
a national identification.
An Ukrainian athletic union embracing all Ukrainian youth groups, affiliated with the
AAU of the U.S., was within the realm of possibility along with a Second Olympiad.
Of course, by the time of the next international Olympic Games scheduled for 1940,
such plans were out of the question. The disruptions that ensued because of wartime conditions brought to a standstill many Ukrainian youth activities. As the United States was
drawn into the war, Ukrainian Americans responded universally to the war effort. The
young men of the Ukrainian communities, with typical ardor and great patriotism, were
absorbed in large numbers into the armed forces of United States and, thus, a whole generation of youth left a scene which was never to be quite the same again.
Source: “The First Ukrainian Olympiad” by Walter N. Nackoney, The Ukrainian Weekly, June 12,
1976.

Hollywood Trident Network
discusses new endeavors
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HOLLYWOOD, Calif. – At a recent
meeting of the Hollywood Trident
Network held on Tuesday, June 27, members resolved to help film students in
Ukraine get video copies of film classics
which, according to Disney Executive
Iya Labunka, are badly needed in
Ukraine. They agreed to look into what
videos are most needed and to follow up
by sending videos to Ukraine once the
most needed types are identified. A possible public appeal to send certain videotapes to a Ukrainian film school could be
forthcoming.
Apart from touching on this need in
Ukraine, Ms. Labunka also described her
life as a film studio executive working in
production at Disney. She indicated there
were about 25 executives doing work
such as hers at the studios and described
how she had worked her way up the production ladder from scratch.
The June 27 meeting also discussed
two other matters: some ideas regarding
the formation of a Ukrainian Film
Institute and the upcoming weeklong
Jack Palance Film Festival in
Edmonton.
With respect to a possible film institute, numerous ideas were put forward.
For example, creating such a film institute could be undertaken with USC or
UCLA, or both; and it could be something that could evolve into a “Harvard
West” with a focus on the performing
and visual arts.
Such an institute could have goals
such as: film student exchanges with
Ukraine; exchanges involving film professors; a website involving a library of
Ukrainian film classics such as
“Zemlia,” “Tini Zabutykh Predkiv,”
etc.; a center that collects film footage
and pictures relating to the FamineGenocide of 1933; a webpage that outlines the Ukrainian contribution to
Hollywood (for example, Jack Palance,
Natalie Wood, Mike Mazurki, John
Hodiak, Edward Dmytryk, Alex Trebek,
John Spencer, Mila Jovovich, Mila
Kunis, Erica Eleniak, Michael Bolton,
etc.); and a center that organizes a collection of videotapes from which
Ukrainian film students could learn
about film classics of the West.
Meeting participants agreed that more
refining of the idea needs to be undertaken and that a conference on this theme,
or related ones, could be organized.
Comments on this theme are welcome
and should be directed by email to
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pwolansky@aol.com, marked Re: “Film
Institute for Paul Wolansky.”
The meeting concluded with an outline of the upcoming Jack Palance Film
Festival to be held in Edmonton beginning Monday, October 9. It was reported
that film festival organizers had met with
Mr. Palance recently to detail the coming
event, which is gathering interest on a
broad scale. The selection of movies to
be shown and some of the extracurricular
activities have been determined. Mr.
Palance will display a few of his paintings and participate in a reading of some
of his poetry as part of the festival presentations.
The actor will have the opportunity to
meet many in Edmonton’s Ukrainian
Canadian community. A gala banquet
will bring much of Edmonton’s whole
community together to celebrate Mr.
Palance’s visit and his lifetime of accomplishments.
Two other matters have arisen since
the meeting. First, there is an opportunity for The Hollywood Trident Network
to initiate a public community television
program in Los Angeles. This program,
which would be volunteer-based and
conducted in the English language, could
address issues of importance to the
group. The target audience could be people interested in Ukrainian affairs. More
discussion on the definition of the audience and the character of the program is
needed.
Another important matter is the
“Scythian Gold” exhibit currently showing at the Los Angeles County Museum
through September 24. The Hollywood
Trident Network is considering holding
its next meeting in conjunction with this
event somewhere at or near the museum, possibly on the evening of
September 23.
The operational agenda of the new
Hollywood Trident Network is to facilitate contact among members interested in
the entertainment industry. Membership
in the Hollywood Trident Network is
$20. Interested persons can apply by
sending a request for a membership
application form to the following: Andriy
Semotiuk, c/o Law Firm of Manning &
Marder, 45th Floor, 707 Wilshire Blvd.,
Los Angeles, CA 90017; e-mail,
ajs@mmw.com; telephone, (213) 6246900; or fax, (213) 624-6999. The
Hollywood Trident Network’s e-mail
address is HTG@usa.com.

Ukrainian American
Cultural Foundation
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OUR CONTRIBUTORS

P.O. Box 418, Glen Spey, NY 12737 Tel.: (914) 858-3805 (2524)

Are Creating

HISTORY

Saving “Verkhovyna”
and the
Ukrainian Youth Festival

CONTRIBUTE TODAY

ADD YOUR NAME TO THE HISTORY-MAKING EFFORT
of saving “VERKHOVYNA”
as the
Ukrainian Cultural Center in the USA
Checks can be written to UACF and mailed
to the above address

Dr. Stephan Woroch
Donations Chairman
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Terra Abstract, Inc.

...abstracting the world for you

Suite 410, The Pavilion, Jenkintown, PA 19046
Tel.: 1-215-572-7750 Fax: 1-215-572-0539
Consider us for all of your title needs in Pennsylvania,
whether you are:
~ Purchasing residential or commercial real estate
~ Refinancing an existing mortgage
Owned and operated by attorneys
ÉÓ‚ÓðËÏÓ ÔÓ ÛÍð‡ªÌÒ¸ÍË
Please contact Olena W. Stercho at (215) 572-7750

Lesia Ukrainka School of Ukrainian Studies
in Morris County, NJ
announces

the beginning of the school year
for children from pre-kindergaten (age 5) through 12th grade

on September 9, 2000

with liturgy at St. John Ukrainian Catholic Church
Route 10, Whippany, NJ
immediately following registration in the church hall.
The first day of classes will be on September 16, 2000,
at Randolph Middle School.
Ihor Zwarycz, President of the Parents’ Committee

UNA Seniors...
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(Continued from page 5)
aries; the meeting in Yalta of the heads of
22 countries of the Baltic and Black Sea
regions; the mine catastrophe in Krasnodon;
and the various decrees issued by President
Kuchma.
In addition Dr. Procyk commented on
the use of the Russian language in
Ukraine and why more publications are
printed in Russian than in the Ukrainian
language. Dr. Procyk also brought many
recent publications of HURI and spoke
about them.
The banquet each year is an event to be
remembered. The banquet hall was elegantly decorated; seniors dressed in traditional
Ukrainian blouses and shirts added to the
atmosphere. The dinner featuring prime rib
was delicious.
The speaker at the banquet, the Rev.
Bohdan Lukie, CSsR, pastor of St. John the
Baptist Ukrainian Catholic Parish in
Newark, N.J., electrified the audience with
his message and his manner of speaking. He
stressed the importance of reaching out to
those Ukrainian Americans who do not

Abortion in Ukraine...

(Continued from page 6)
ception, 9 percent left the facility with a
contraceptive method or prescription, and
only 4 percent were referred to another
facility for contraceptive counseling.
The high level of abortions in Ukraine,
coupled with the fact that the number of
births is well below replacement levels
(mean number of live births for women
age 30-34 is 1.5 children per woman,
while replacement of the population
requires 2.1 live births per woman), add

No. 36

speak Ukrainian and of encouraging them
to become members of our Ukrainian
churches and Ukrainian organizations, thus
helping them maintain their Ukrainian identity. The Rev. Lukie’s credentials are
impressive: he has served in many parishes
in Canada and the United States, and has
conducted parish missions, retreats, religious workshops and marriage encounters.
He has taught English literature at St.
Vladimir’s College, and has been chaplain
to many different organizations and institutions.
As a courtesy to the guest speaker, the
UNA Seniors asked him to draw the winning tickets of the raffle. Imagine everyone’s surprise when he drew his own ticket
for the wool coverlet!
John Lapic was the winner of the magnum of champagne, and, to the delight of
all, he opened the magnum and shared the
champagne. The beautiful taped dance
music, played by Yuri Trenkler, and the
flowing champagne added to the enjoyment
of this memorable banquet.
As seniors said their good-byes on
Friday morning, they agreed that the 26th
conference had been an enjoyable one and
expressed readiness to come back next year.
indicates a dramatic situation with serious consequences for the present and the
future of the nation. Although recently
the government of Ukraine has expressed
concern about the situation, there is little
evidence of the necessary political will to
change the situation. Technical and financial assistance by USAID and other international agencies is finally available, but
its effectiveness is limited due to the lack
of an adequate policy by the relevant
authorities. If the health status of mothers
and children is not improved in the near
future, the potential of the nation will be
seriously affected for many decades.

UKRAINIAN SELFRELIANCE

Federal Credit Union, Philadelphia, PA

THIRD ANNUAL

“THANK-YOU” PICNIC
September 17, 2000
1:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m.
rain or shine

COME AND CHAT WITH THE EMPLOYEES
MEET AND TALK WITH THE PRESIDENT
AND THE MEMBERS OF THE BOARD

Enjoy music and dancing to the sounds of “ZENOVIJ KMET & MANDRY”
DOOR PRIZES!
TRADITIONAL FOOD
TENNIS • VOLLEYBALL • SOCCER
Free admission for credit union members with passbook!
Guests: $3.00
We want to say thank you for supporting the credit union for over 48 years!

$98 MILLION and GROWING!

THE PLACE: Ukrainian American Sports Center “TRYZUB”
Lower State and County Line Roads, Horsham, PA
FOR FURTHER DETAILS CONTACT THE CREDIT UNION
(215) 379-0400 or (215) 725-4430
or toll free: 1-888-POLTAVA

The art of Halyna Mazepa...
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(Continued from page 11)
Because of the almost exclusive utilization of Ukrainian folklore and historical themes in her paintings, Mazepa was
considered to belong to the group of
National Modernists, proponents of
which were, among others, Anatol
Petrytsky, the revolutionary stage set and
costume designer, and Mykola
Butovych, graphic designer and artist.
However, Mazepa’s style was quite
unique and identifiable as her own. The
simplicity of line and composition, coupled with bold contracts in color stood
out among the work of her contemporaries. The media she utilized in her
paintings for the most part were oil,
gouache and tempera.
Notwithstanding her successes,
tragedy struck the life of the artist. She
and her husband, Volodymyr Koval, lost
their two sons and her mother in a bomb
raid in 1945 shortly before the end of the
war. Deeply distraught by the personal
tragedy and frightened by the approaching Soviet army, the couple fled to
Germany, leaving behind Mazepa’s cache
of 15 years of work, personal documents
and photographs.
In 1947 Mazepa, her husband and a
new baby son named Bohdan immigrated
to Venezuela (another son, Ivan, was
born in Venezuela). Here, in the subtropical environment filled with wondrous
sounds, colors and people, the artist

Hnizdovsky’s still lifes...

Sobor’s re-dedication...

(Continued from page 3)
the initiative of St. Theodosius of the
Caves and financed by Grand Prince
Sviatoslav Yaroslavych, was destroyed in
November 1941 by the Soviet Red Army
several months after it had fled Kyiv during the Nazi German onslaught. Prior to
the evacuation of the city in September,
the Soviets placed mines beneath the
cathedral which were later detonated.
Preparations for the reconstruction of
the cathedral began after Mr. Kuchma
issued a presidential decree in 1996. The
president buried a time capsule in the
structure’s foundations on November 21,
1998, which signaled the beginning of
the construction effort. A cross placed
atop the central cupola on October 28,
1999, marked the completion of the
building’s outer structure, which is
designed in a style typical of the Princely
Era of Kyivan Rus’ and has elements of
the later Kozak Baroque style.

resumed her work. Although this cacophony of exotica impressed her and
appealed to her, and she made use of its
many attributes, she also held on to the
Ukrainian folk themes featured so prominently in her paintings. In 1948 she
showed her work in a solo exhibition in
the Caracas Museo del Bellas Artes.
Hordynsky says that in the 1950s
Mazepa’s style crystallized. “Her faces,
normally shown in profile, became
increasingly geometric in form, with a
separation between planes of light and
shadow by distinct black outlines. She
uses color in clearly defined planes reminiscent of stained glass. Her figures stand
out distinctly, defined by firm but fluid,
almost musical lines.”
He went to say that, “Despite the
sometimes seemingly chaotic diversity of
contemporary art trends, Ms. Mazepa,
always sensitive and innovative, has created her own form of artistic expression.
A national style is judged by its contributions to world art; Ms. Mazepa, whose
work is in the mainstream of international ideas, deserves to be included among
the foremost Ukrainian artists.”
Ms. Mazepa died in Caracas,
Venezuela, in 1995, leaving a legacy of
work that is cherished in many museums
and private collections around the world.
The Ukrainian Museum is open to the
public on Wednesday through Sunday, 15 p.m.; phone, (212) 228-0110; fax, (212)
228-1947; e-mail, ukrmus@aol.com;
webpage, www.ukrainianmuseum.org.
the commonplace.
By the end of his lifetime in 1985,
Hnizdovsky was represented in major
public, institutional and private collections, among them The Addison Gallery
of American Art, The Butler Institute of
American Art, The Chrysler Museum, the
Library of Congress, the Museum of Fine
Arts, Boston, The National Collection of
Fine Arts, Washington, the Philadelphia
Museum of Art, the Ukrainian Institute of
Modern Art in Chicago and The
Ukrainian Museum, New York.
The exhibition and sale will take place
from September 9 to October 21 at
Lepore Fine Arts, 58 Merrimac St.,
Newburyport, Mass. A fund-raising preview to benefit the Montserrat College of
Art “Angel Program” will be held
Thursday, September 7, at 6-8 p.m. A
public reception will take place on
Sunday, September 24, at 4-6 p.m.
Gallery hours are 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.,
Tuesday through Saturday. For more
information call (978) 462-1663, e-mail
leporeart@aol.com, or visit the website
at www.artnet.com/lepore.html
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Help yourself and the Subscription Department of The Ukrainian Weekly by
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(Continued from page 11)
whether someone is a realist, expressionist, or an abstract painter ... and in addition, as models ... I could afford them.
They were content with peanuts.”
This mature style reflected
Hnizdovsky’s interest in the symmetrical, repetitive arrangement of forms in a
shallow pictorial field. These images
were not only to be admired for their
ability to excite the viewer’s senses with
their powerful color and texture, but also
for their fidelity to design and formidable technical virtuosity. In examples
such as “Turnips” (1980), “Radishes,
Corn and Celery” (1983), “Onions –
Three Kinds” (1983), and “Potatoes –
Three Kinds” (1984), the viewer is confronted by the absolute clarity of the
images. Yet, for all their simplicity,
Hnizdovsky was able to articulate the
many paradigms he spent a lifetime perfecting: his love of nature, his belief in
the absolute preparedness of the artist
and his ability to derive inspiration from
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is scheduled for the two-day event. For
information contact Peter Sorokan: e-mail,
sorok@ftn.net; phone, (613) 523-7818.
Sunday, September 24

RINGWOOD, N.J.: Rally with us! The
“Stride and Ride to Build” walk- and bikea-thon will be held in Ringwood State
Park in northern New Jersey to benefit
The Ukrainian Museum Building Fund.
Registration begins at 9 a.m., and the
Stride and Ride begins promptly at 10:30
a.m. The walk-a-thon will cover a threemile course in the park, and the mountain
bike trail for the bike-a-thon will cover
seven miles (participants must be at least
14 years old). A picnic in the park will follow the walk- and bike-a-thons. The event
is planned not only as a fund-raiser for the
museum – participants are asked to find

Bike-a-thon...

(Continued from page 17)
Museum serves as a window that opens
onto the beauty and uniqueness of the
Ukrainian cultural heritage. Through exhibitions, educational programs and community events, the museum visitor is
introduced to the Ukrainian experience.
Located in a small downtown
Manhattan brownstone, the museum has
been in operation for the last 24 years. Its
collections have expanded, and its programs demand more space. Therefore, the
museum has committed to building a new
facility on East Sixth Street.
The participation and sponsorship in
the Stride and Ride to Build event is an

sponsors, $150 per individual and $250
per family – but as an all-day family outing as well. For registration information,
to become a sponsor or for additional
information, visit the museum website at
www.ukrainianmuseum.org; e-mail
the
organizing
committee
at
strideandride@hotmail.com; or call
Olenka Terleckyj at (973) 771-1156.
Saturday, September 30

HARTFORD, Conn.: The 50th year
anniversary celebration of the Hartford
branch of Plast Ukrainian Scouting
Organization will include a dinner and
dance to be held at the Ukrainian National
Home, 961 Wethersfield Ave. The banquet
will start at 5:30 p.m.; the dance at 9:30
p.m. All are invited. For information call
Wanda Baxer, (860) 225-0911.

endorsement of The Ukrainian Museum’s
program of growth and expansion.
For more information on the Stride and
Ride to Build, please visit the museum
website: www.ukrainianmuseum.org, or email strideandride@hotmail.com, or
phone Olenka Terleckyj at (973) 7711156. For information about The
Ukrainian Museum, please visit the website www.ukrainianmuseum.org.
Stride and Ride to Build organizers
include Roma Slobodian Odulak, Olenka
Czerwoniak Terleckyj, Mimi Raihl
Polansky, Darka Bakalec Temnycky, Anya
Hanas Hnateyko, Darka Leschuk Pencak,
Tamara Tershakovec, Anya Tershakovec
Tomko and Zezya Tershakovec
Zawadiwsky.
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Tuesday, September 5

NEW YORK: The Harriman Institute and
the department of Slavic languages at
Columbia University will begin offering
several courses in Ukrainian studies for
the fall semester. Dr. Antonina
Berezovenko will teach “Elementary
Ukrainian I and II” on Mondays and
Wednesdays at 4:10-5:25 p.m.; Dr. Vitaliy
Chernetsky will teach “Introduction to
Ukrainian Literature II: 20th Century” on
Tuesdays and Thursdays at 5:40-6:55
p.m.; and Dr. John Tendstrom will teach
“U.S. Policy Towards the NlS: Ukraine”
on Mondays at 11-12:50 a.m. For further
information contact the Harriman Institute,
(212) 854-4523; or the Slavic Department,
(212) 854-3941.
Saturday, September 9

NEW YORK: The children’s “Huseniata”
class sponsored by the Ukrainian
American Youth Association (SUM) of
New York will begin for Ukrainian-speaking children between the ages of 2 and 4.
Classes will be held every Saturday from
10 a.m. to noon. For more information
contact Irka, (516) 869-0969. All are welcome.

Sunday, September 10

WOONSOCKET, R.I.: The annual
parish picnic of St. Michael Ukrainian
Orthodox Church, 74 Harris Ave., will be
held at 11:30 a.m.-6 p.m. following the
divine liturgy at 10 a.m. celebrated by the
Rev. Archimandrite Jacob Piruta, pastor.
There is no admission charge, and the public is invited. The day will include a
Ukrainian kitchen, refreshments, games,
and music for dancing and listening. For
further information call the rectory, (401)
762-3939, or Sandra Hreczuck, (508) 8834327.
Saturday-Sunday, September 16-17

OTTAWA: The Ukrainian Canadian
Professional and Business Federation’s
Canadian Issues Roundtable will be held
on Parliament Hill. The focus will be on
“Canada-Ukraine Relations: Strategies that
Work,” “Canadian Diversity: The Future”
and “Organizing the Community:
Increasing Effectiveness.” Ramon
Hnatyshyn, former governor general of
Canada, will speak at the opening session;
a powerful list of panelists and participants

(Continued on page 23)

REMINDER REGARDING REQUIREMENTS:

There is a $10 charge per submission for listings in Preview of Events.
The listing plus payment must be received no later than one week before
the desired date of publication. There is also the option of prepayment for a
series of listings.
Listings of no more than 100 words (written in Preview format) plus payment should be sent to: Preview of Events, The Ukrainian Weekly, 2200
Route 10, P.O. Box 280, Parsippany, NJ 07054. Information sent by fax
should include a copy of a check, in the amount of $10 per listing, made out
to The Ukrainian Weekly. The Weekly’s fax number is (973) 644-9510.
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Soyuzivka will accept
New Year’s Weekend
reservations beginning
September 11, 2000

