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UNA General Assembly Kuchma’s chief of staff files slander suit against Moroz
by Roman Woronowycz
alleges is a recording of several conversations between
meets at annual session
President Kuchma and Mr. Lytvyn, his chief of staff, as
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Kyiv Press Bureau

by Roma Hadzewycz

KERHONKSON, N.Y. – At its annual meeting here at
the UNA resort, Soyuzivka, on December 1-3, the
Ukrainian National Association’s General Assembly noted
major progress made in this fraternal organization’s financial status, as for the first time in many years the UNA’s
surplus had increased.
Furthermore, the General Assembly, the UNA’s highest
decision-making body between the organization’s quadrennial conventions, adopted a budget for 2001 that foresees
$6,031,000 in income and disbursements of $5,985,700.
Participants of the three-day meeting – the UNA’s executive officers, advisors, auditors and honorary members of
the General Assembly – heard and discussed reports on the
UNA’s business operations and fraternal activities for the
past year, taking a particularly close look at the state of
Soyuzivka, located in the Catskills of upstate New York.
After holding a special evening meeting on Friday, the
Standing Committee on Soyuzivka reported back to the
entire assembly. The report acknowledged that Soyuzivka is
a necessary and important resource for the Ukrainian community and that the Ukrainian National Association should
continue to maintain an active role in the resort. However,
the committee also said it recognizes that Soyuzivka cannot
continue to operate with the serious deficits it has been
incurring, and, as a result, sees the need to raise capital outside of the significant annual subsidy provided by the UNA.
The annual meeting’s sessions were chaired by the UNA
(Continued on page 6)

Roma Hadzewycz

UNA Advisor Tekla Moroz speaks about the UNA’s
patron, Taras Shevchenko, as General Assembly members look on, during special ceremonies in front of the
Shevchenko statue at Soyuzivka.

KYIV – While President Leonid Kuchma’s chief of
staff, Volodymyr Lytvyn, filed a criminal suit for slander against National Deputy Oleksander Moroz in a
Kyiv court on November 30, for publicly accusing him
of helping to organize the disappearance of a Ukrainian
journalist, the European Parliament called for an independent investigation into the matter.
Meanwhile, many here were simply still trying to
understand whether the shocking audiotape Mr. Moroz
presented on November 28 to support allegations he had
made from the floor of the Ukrainian Parliament was a
forgery or not, and, if so, why persons would go to such
great lengths to create such a scenario.
On November 30 Jan Wiersma, a representative of the
European Parliament, sent a letter to Verkhovna Rada
Chairman Ivan Pliusch stating that a full and independent investigation must take place into the disappearance
of journalist Heorhii Gongadze, including allegations by
Mr. Moroz that the matter involves the highest echelons
of the Ukrainian state. (The text of the letter appears on
page 9.) Mr. Gongadze is the missing Georgian-born,
31-year-old journalist whose disappearance on
September 16 after leaving the apartment of an associate
sparked an outcry from the mass media and led to insinuations of government involvement in the matter.
Meanwhile President Kuchma said on December 1,
while in Miensk at the meeting of the heads of state of
the Commonwealth of Independent States, that the situation with the Moroz tapes might be a grand conspiracy
by foreign agents.
“This is a provocation, foreign special services may
have had a hand in this,” explained President Kuchma,
according to Interfax-Ukraine as Georgian President
Edvard Shevardnadze stood at his side. “We shall have
to clear up which special services.”
Mr. Shevardnadze, who is mentioned in the tapes as a
person who might assist in getting Mr. Gongadze out of
Ukraine and back to Georgia, added, “Or guess.”
Mr. Kuchma’s remarks came three days after Mr.
Moroz, leader of the Socialist Party and former chairman of the Verkhovna Rada, turned Ukraine on its ear
when he told a session of Parliament that President
Kuchma, Mr. Lytvyn and Minister of Internal Affairs
Yurii Kravchenko had planned and executed the disappearance of Mr. Gongadze, a controversial and outspoken Kyiv journalist and founder of one of Ukraine’s
first Internet publications.
Mr. Moroz announced at the time that he had an
audiocassette of several telephone discussions among
the three men that implicated them in the case.
In the last few days many lawmakers have criticized
Mr. Moroz’s decision to publicize the tapes in such dramatic fashion and have said the former chairman of the
Rada had left himself vulnerable to dire consequences
should he not be able to prove that the audiotapes are in
fact authentic. He could be sentenced to as much as five
years’ imprisonment if he is found guilty of slandering
Mr. Lytvyn. Mr. Moroz, however, has reminded journalists on several occasions that he has immunity from
criminal prosecution
First Vice-Chairman of the Verkhovna Rada Viktor
Medvedchuk said on December 1 that Mr. Moroz
should not have made a grand public display of what he
had obtained, but should have turned the tapes over
either to law enforcement agencies or to National
Deputy Oleksander Lavrynovych, chairman of the
Verkhovna Rada’s ad hoc committee investigating the
disappearance of Mr. Gongadze.
At the core of the controversy is a tape that Mr. Moroz

$1/$2 in Ukraine

well as with Minister of Internal Affairs Kravchenko.
What is not clear is whether the tape is a well-produced
forgery or an authentic recording. In the recording, which
is of poor quality, the voices are audible although not
clear, but one would be hard-pressed not to concede that
they are those of the three men named.
The three are heard discussing how to get rid of Mr.
Gongadze, who is mentioned by name and also as the
owner of the Internet publication, Ukrainska Pravda.
However, at no time during the 11 separate conversations, which are staccato-like and do not present clear
and well-developed ideas, are direct suggestions made
that the journalist should be killed, murdered or eliminated in any manner. At one point a person states that he
has a highly trained elite force free of moral principles
that will do just about anything. For the most part, the
ideas thrown about focus on having Mr. Gongadze perhaps kidnapped by Chechens or forcefully evicted from
Ukraine and moved to Georgia, his country of birth.
Because Mr. Moroz has offered few answers, even as
he has raised many questions about the contents of the
tape, the central unanswered questions are: Is the tape
recording real? Who would go to such lengths to impli(Continued on page 20)

Winnipeg’s Bishop Soroka
named metropolitan for U.S.

PHILADELPHIA – The Philadelphia
Archeparchy of the Ukrainian Catholic Church
announced that Pope John Paul II has appointed
Auxiliary Bishop Stephen Soroka of the Winnipeg
Archeparchy as the next metropolitan-archbishop
for Ukrainian Catholics in the United States.
The appointment follows the resignation of
Metropolitan-Archbishop Stephen Sulyk.
The pontiff also named Bishop Michael
Wiwchar, eparch of Chicago, to head the Saskatoon
Eparchy in Saskatchewan. As well, Pope John Paul
accepted the resignation of Auxiliary Bishop Walter
Paska of the Philadelphia Archeparchy.
The apostolic nuncio to the United States,
Archbishop Gabriel Montalvo, announced the
appointments and resignation on November 29 in
Washington.
Bishop Soroka was born on November 13,
1951, in Winnipeg. He studied at the University of
Manitoba, earning a bachelor’s degree in 1973 and
a master’s in 1978 in social work.
He entered the Ukrainian Catholic Seminary in
Washington in 1979 and was ordained to the
priesthood on June 13, 1982, in Winnipeg. He continued his studies at The Catholic University and
was a awarded a Ph.D. in social work in 1985.
The archbishop-designate served parishes in
Manitoba, was a judge of the archieparchial tribunal and served as director of vocations since 1984.
In 1994 he was named chancellor and financial
administrator of the Winnipeg Archeparchy and
two years later was tapped as auxiliary bishop,
becoming the youngest bishop in Canada.
(The full text of Metropolitan-Archbishop
Sulyk’s statement about the appointment of his successor appears on page 9.)
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Ukraine’s divided Orthodox Church loses believers
ANALYSIS

by Lily Hyde

RFE/RL Newsline

A spate of church-building since independence seems to indicate a spiritual
rebirth in Ukraine. The newly rebuilt
Uspenskyi (Assumption) Cathedral in the
capital, Kyiv, stands on its original ruins
like a phoenix risen from the ashes. But
controversy surrounds the reconstructed
church’s future. Ukraine’s divided
Orthodox Churches are at loggerheads
over who should use it, and the building
has come to symbolize the increasing
identification of Orthodoxy with political
and national divisions.
A recent poll by the Ukrainian Center
for Economic and Political Studies found
two-thirds of Ukrainians consider themselves Orthodox. But the study also
shows that the Protestant faith, as well as
other confessions are growing fast to
rival Ukraine’s traditional faith, even outstripping Orthodox communities in some
regions.
One major reason for the growing popularity of other confessions, the study
suggests, may be conflicts within the
Ukrainian Orthodox Church, which
divided in 1992. The metropolitan at the
time, Filaret, split off from the Ukrainian
branch of the Russian Orthodox Church,
which is led by the Moscow patriarch,
and declared himself head of a Ukrainian
Orthodox Church – Kyiv Patriarchate.
A third Church, the tiny Ukrainian
Autocephalous Orthodox Church,
renewed its activities in Ukraine in 1990.
Neither the Kyiv Patriarchate nor the
Autocephalous Church is officially recognized by either the Russian or Greek
Orthodox Church.
All three Ukrainian Orthodox Churches
hold identical religious beliefs, and the
conflicts among them are the result of
political, not spiritual considerations.
According to the survey, most believers
are not interested in the schism. More than
two-thirds of those who said they were
Orthodox could not or would not specify
to which branch they belonged.
But adherence to the Kyiv or Moscow
Patriarchates increasingly is becoming
attached to the idea of support for the
independent Ukrainian state or for closer
relations with Russia.
Kyiv Patriarch Filaret tells our correspondent: “The Kyiv Patriarchate and the
[Ukrainian] Autocephalous Church support Ukrainian statehood, that is, they
hold the position of the Ukrainian state.
We have a common platform: Ukrainian
statehood. Their position is based on state
principles, from political interests, and
ours from Church interests – but we stand
with the government, for Ukrainian statehood. Whereas, the Moscow Patriarchate,
not all, but a significant part, takes the
position of union with Russia.”
For its part, the Moscow Patriarchate
says the question of patriotism has nothing to do with which Church people
Lily Hyde is an RFE/RL correspondent based in Ukraine.

Quotable notes
“My principal dream is to have a
single Ukrainian Orthodox Church.”

– President Leonid Kuchma,
speaking on November 7, as quoted
by Interfax and reported by RFE/RL
Poland, Belarus and Ukraine
Report.

attend, and that the breach with the other
Orthodox Churches is a problem of ecclesiastical rules that can only be resolved
by the breakaway churches returning to
the Moscow Patriarchate. The Kyiv
Metropolitan vicar of the Moscow
Patriarchate, Mytrofan, says: “We can’t
talk about union, but only about a return
of those who left, a return to the fold.
And the only way they can do that is
through repentance. This isn’t just a
whim of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church
or a whim of Moscow, it is clearly stated
in Church rules. If we’re true believers,
we should not negate Church rules, but
should carry them out. We are for a single
Church in Ukraine, and [that Church]
should be independent. The Ukrainian
Orthodox Church is practically autocephalous at present. We have our own
synod, we decide our internal questions
without Moscow. Our Church practically
has independence, which needs to be
legalized.”
Division of Church property is also a
cause of strife. Although the Moscow
Patriarchate remains the dominant
Church, with over 8,000 parishes to the
Kyiv Patriarchate’s 2,500, it is steadily
losing church buildings and even whole
parishes to its rival and to the Ukrainian
Catholic Church in western Ukraine.
Still, the Moscow branch holds part of
the country’s most important monastery,
Pecherska Lavra. It was given to them by
verbal agreement with former President
Leonid Kravchuk, while the upper part,
which contains the Uspenskyi Cathedral,
remains a state museum.
The Uspenskyi Cathedral, destroyed
during the war, has been rebuilt by the
Kyiv City Council and by state and private donations. The Moscow Patriarchate
claims it as its cathedral church. But
because of the cathedral’s prominent historical and architectural value, whichever
Church gains control of the building
would appear to be the dominant Church
of Ukraine.
When President Leonid Kuchma
allowed the Moscow patriarch to bless
the Uspenskyi Cathedral on Ukrainian
Independence day, August 24, it provoked demonstrations from nationalist
groups.
However, the group responsible for
planning and raising funds to rebuild the
cathedral is the Honchar Foundation. Its
executive director, Valentina Irshenko,
says the fund wanted to rebuild the
church as a symbol of the rebirth of
Ukrainian culture and not of religion. She
told RFE/RL: “As long as this conflict
between confessions continues, the
Uspenskyi Cathedral will remain a state
possession. After a united and single
Orthodox Church is recognized, we will
decide whether to hand it over to the
Church or keep it under control of the
state as a museum. That will be decided
when the Church finds a common language. I can guarantee that, until then,
neither Church will get this cathedral.”
Few expect that to be soon. President
Kuchma has spoken out in support of
Church unification, and the patriarch of
Constantinople has also said he would
like to see an independent Ukrainian
Church. But the Russian Church has
refused even to consider the idea.
So, while the outer building is finished, the interior of the Uspenskyi
Cathedral is still awaiting completion. It
remains a beautiful shell without an
owner, less a symbol perhaps of
Ukrainian cultural rebirth than of its
modern-day crisis of national identity.
And Ukrainian believers continue to turn
to alternative Churches.
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Moroz says Kuchma should resign

KYIV – Socialist Party leader
Oleksander Moroz has said President
Leonid Kuchma should resign in connection with the latter’s alleged involvement in
the disappearance of journalist Heorhii
Gongadze, the Eastern Economist Daily
reported on December 5, citing UNIAN.
According to Mr. Moroz, President
Kuchma’s resignation should be demanded
by “the people, public and political organizations, [or] at least the Verkhovna Rada.”
Ukraine’s legislation does not provide for a
procedure to impeach the president. Mr.
Moroz said he is certain of the authenticity
of the audio recording he made public to
support his claim of Mr. Kuchma’s complicity in Mr. Gongadze’s disappearance.
Meanwhile, National Deputy Oleksander
Holub told UNIAN that “Moroz’s tape”
was first offered by 10 ex-servicemen of the
Security Service of Ukraine to Communist
Party leader Petro Symonenko, but the latter refused to publicize it. (RFE/RL
Newsline)
Chornobyl victims demand more support

KYIV – Some 10,000 people affected by
the Chornobyl nuclear accident in 1986,
including participants in the Chornobyl
clean-up operations, marched in Kyiv on
December 3 to demand more government
spending on social care and increased social
programs, the Associated Press reported.
More than 2.2 million Ukrainians are eligible for benefits related to the consequences
of the Chornobyl accident. Meanwhile, the
only remaining Chornobyl reactor was
restarted on December 1 after a shutdown
caused by an electricity supply failure last
week. (RFE/RL Newsline)
Ukraine’s foreign minister visits Poland

WARSAW – Foreign Affairs Minister
Anatolii Zlenko of Ukraine told his Polish
counterpart, Wladyslaw Bartoszewski, on
December 4 that it is more efficient to modernize Ukraine’s gas transportation system
than to implement Russia’s idea of increasing gas supplies to Western Europe by constructing a new gas pipeline circumventing
Ukraine, Ukrainian New Channel
Television reported. Mr. Zlenko also proposed establishing an international consortium to manage Ukrainian gas pipelines.
According to Mr. Zlenko, if Russia starts
the construction of a bypass gas pipeline,
Ukraine will demand from the European
Union, gas transit countries and gas customers that it be allowed to participate in
this project. (RFE/RL Newsline)
PMs of Slovakia, Ukraine meet

BRATISLAVA – Slovakia’s prime minister, Mikulas Dzurinda, met with Prime
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Minister Viktor Yuschenko of Ukraine in
Bratislava on December 5 to discuss bilateral trade and ways to boost it. The two prime
ministers also discussed the Russian
monopoly Gazprom’s plan to build a
pipeline through Poland and Slovakia that
would circumvent Ukraine. Mr. Dzurinda
said Slovakia wants to “safeguard good
relations with our neighbors,” but will “not
hesitate” to participate in the project if invited to do so. The two leaders also discussed
the possibility of “softening” visa requirements that their countries recently imposed
on each other. They signed six bilateral
agreements, including one on combating
organized crime. Mr. Yuschenko also met
with President Rudolf Schuster and Foreign
Affairs Minister Eduard Kukan, according
to the Associated Press. (RFE/RL
Newsline)
Rada OKs 2001 budget in second reading

KYIV – The Verkhovna Rada on
November 30 voted 247-10 with two
abstentions to approve the 2001 zerodeficit budget in the second reading,
Interfax reported. Communist and
Socialist lawmakers refused to participate in the voting. The bill projects revenues at 41.6 billion hrv ($7.65 billion),
including 5.9 billion hrv from privatization. The final reading of the bill is
expected to take place next week.
(RFE/RL Newsline)
Russia and Belarus press ahead

MIENSK – “Everything we plan and
everything we agree on is being carried
out on time, without failure,” Russian
President Vladimir Putin told journalists
in Miensk on November 30, upon arriving in the Belarusian capital to take part
in a session of the Supreme Council of
the Russia-Belarus Union and a summit
of the Commonwealth of Independent
States. The two sides were to discuss
new customs and tariff legislation, and
Russian energy exports to the West via
Belarus. Following his meeting with
Belarusian President Alyaksandr
Lukashenka in Miensk on November 30,
President Putin ordered his government
to sign an agreement with Belarus on
establishing a single currency, the
Associated Press reported, citing Russian
agencies. Mr. Putin denied that Moscow
is dragging its heels on integration with
Belarus, but said there is no reason to
rush into it. He noted that it is essential
“to relieve concern” among the people of
the two countries about losing sovereignty. “This is a very subtle process. Any
issue in this sphere cannot be passed
unless it’s with the public’s consent,” he
said. (RFE/RL Newsline)
(Continued on page 19)
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Verkhovna Rada hearing, attended by foreign representatives, focuses on Chornobyl’s closure
by Roman Woronowycz
Kyiv Press Bureau

KYIV – President Leonid Kuchma
told lawmakers from dozens of European
parliamentary bodies and representatives
of political and financial organizations –
who were in Kyiv on December 5 to
attend parliamentary hearings on the closure of Chornobyl – that he was disappointed with the slow pace of international aid, which continues to hamper the
effort to close the stricken atomic energy
complex.
“At times it is difficult for us to understand the logic by which the pace of fulfillment of the obligations is purposefully
and obviously slowed down,” said
President Kuchma.
However, both he and Verkhovna
Rada Chairman Ivan Pliusch, who had
earlier suggested that if the West was not
quick to fulfill its obligations, Ukraine
might renege on its commitment and
Chornobyl would continue to operate,
told European and U.S. diplomats that
the last working reactor of the ill-fated
nuclear plant would go offline as scheduled at noon on December 15.
Mr. Kuchma made his comments to a
group of more than 40 diplomats from
many countries of Western Europe participating in a daylong session of the
Verkhovna Rada on the problems associated with the closing of the Chornobyl
nuclear power plant and the perspectives
for the area’s future.
The president, who met with the digni-

taries prior to the opening of the hearings, emphasized again that Ukraine was
not responsible for the Chornobyl
tragedy and that it is the world’s problem, not Ukraine’s alone.
Mr. Kuchma called the task of closing
Chornobyl “the business of all mankind”
and said that the Ukrainian nation had
already paid an unduly high price.
The parliamentary hearings came a little more than a week before the
December 15 shutdown date of
Chornobyl, which the president had
announced in May in accordance with
Ukraine’s promise to the G-7 in a 1995
agreement signed in Denver to do so in
return for financial aid and the development of compensatory energy sources.
Ukraine has complained for the last
several years that the West had been
dragging on the latter promise, in the
form of financial credits for the completion of individual nuclear reactors at
atomic energy complexes near the cities
of Rivne and Khmelnytskyi. The
European Bank for Reconstruction and
Development (EBRD), which was to
supply the funding, had delayed doing so
several times, demanding that first
Ukraine reform its energy sector and then
show that it could run the plants at a
profit.
The EBRD finally gave preliminary
indication that it would approve a $220
million line of credit late last month,
which was to be voted upon by the
bank’s board of directors on December 7.
EBRD Vice-President Joachim

AP Photo / Efrem Lukatsky

Anri Revolie, representative of France’s National Assembly, makes a speech at
parliamentary hearings devoted to the closure of the Chornobyl nuclear power
plant. On the left is Verkhovna Rada Chairman Ivan Pliusch; sitting on the right
is Second Vice-Chairman Stepan Havrysh.
Jahncke, one of the first speakers at the
podium during the parliamentary hearings, said that neither the EBRD nor the
West would forget Ukraine after
Chornobyl finally is mothballed.
“Once Chornobyl is closed, Ukraine
will not be left alone. We will be with
Ukraine for many years to come,”
explained Mr. Jahncke. The EBRD exec-

utive reminded Ukrainians that the
EBRD has invested nearly $1 billion into
a variety of Chornobyl projects over the
years, including a substantial amount for
the reconstruction of a sarcophagus over
the destroyed No. 4 reactor and most
recently $100 million for the purchase of
(Continued on page 18)

Prime ministers of Ukraine and Russia sign new gas agreement
by Roman Woronowycz
Kyiv Press Bureau

KYIV – The prime ministers of Ukraine and Russia
signed an agreement on December 7 on a new natural
gas policy between the two countries, which they hope
will resolve uncertainties and strained relations over
Ukraine’s debt and the supply of badly needed energy to
the country.
The signing came less than a week after Ukraine’s
President Leonid Kuchma and Prime Minister Viktor
Yuschenko had agreed in principle with their Russian
counterparts during meetings of the leaders of the
Commonwealth of Independent States in Miensk,
Belarus, on the resolution of several outstanding problems in energy relations between Moscow and Kyiv.
Those issues included diversion of Russian energy
from a Ukrainian pipeline to Europe by private
Ukrainian interests, Ukraine’s repayment of its large
energy debt to Russia, future Russian supply of natural
gas to Ukraine, and Moscow’s approval for the transfer
of gas from Turkmenistan to Ukraine through Russian
territory.
In Miensk, President Kuchma said during a press
conference with Russian President Vladimir Putin that
he is “99.9 percent satisfied” with the settlement proposed for the various problems in Ukraine-Russia energy relations, according to Interfax-Ukraine. In recent
months the unresolved issues had caused strains in relations between the two countries.
Mr. Kuchma explained that the 30 billion cubic
meters of natural gas that Russia has agreed to provide
in the agreement assures Ukraine that 100 percent of its

Quotable notes

“Ukraine is now being determinedly transformed into a second Belarus, and this transformation is being furthered not only by the authorities
but also by society. The most significant difference
between Ukraine and the neighboring state is our
hypocrisy: we continue to make pretensions [of
decency], while they in Belarus have long ago
ceased to bother themselves with such attempts.”
– Zerkalo Nedeli on December 2, as cited by
RFE/RL Poland, Belarus and Ukraine Report.

future requirements for natural gas will be fulfilled. He
said the two sides also had agreed on a stand-by fund in
the amount of 5 billion cubic meters of natural gas,
which would be utilized in the event of unplanned
hold-ups in the delivery of gas from Russia to Western
Europe. He noted that Russia had also agreed to provide a seasonal credit for 2 billion cubic meters of natural gas.
Moscow gave assurances that it would allow free
transit of 30 billion cubic meters of natural gas from
Turkmenistan through its territory. Ukraine agreed to
purchase the natural gas during a visit by President
Kuchma to Ashgabat earlier this year.
The most irksome issue for Moscow, which seems to
have been solved in Miensk, had been Ukraine’s unauthorized diversion of natural gas intended for Western
Europe. The country regularly had taken the gas when
its own resources ran short. Much of the friction over
the matter came from recent insistence by Gazprom, the
Russian natural gas monopoly, that Ukraine continued
to steal from the gas pipeline even as Kyiv denied the
charges, having earlier admitted that until May it had
diverted up to 10 billion cubic meters.
In Miensk the two sides seem to have found agreement. On December 1 Russian Prime Minister Mikhail
Kasianov said that he now trusts Ukraine’s declarations.
“We are certain that the Ukrainian leadership will not
allow the unauthorized siphoning of gas,” said Mr.
Kasianov, who emphasized that there was no evidence
that any gas had been diverted since May.
The two prime ministers agreed that in the future
Ukraine would pay for half the Russian natural gas with
cash and that half would be deferred for eight to nine
years. The two government leaders also announced a
10-year deferment for Ukraine on its current natural gas
debt, which today stands at about $1.5 billion, according to Mr. Yuschenko.
Mr. Kasianov emphasized that private commercial
enterprises and not the Ukrainian state would hold
responsibility for outstanding loans after restructuring
details are worked out, with Ukraine acting simply as a
guarantor. Specific terms of the method of deferred payments and the debt restructuring will be worked out in
the near future, both parties said.
Under the arrangements already agreed upon,
Russia will pay compensation if it delays or fails to
provide the promised energy. If Ukraine should miss a
payment by more than two months for new gas supplies, that debt will become an interest-free technical

AP Photo / Sergei Grits

President Leonid Kuchma of Ukraine with his
Belarusian counterpart Alyaksandr Lukashenka
during the CIS summit in Miensk. Kyrgyzstan’s
President Askar Akayev is in the background.

credit. If the scheduled payment continues to be delinquent, it will become part of Ukraine’s national debt to
Russia. Russia will be able to utilize the national debt
fund to take part in the privatization of Ukrainian
property.
Ukraine currently consumes 78 billion cubic meters
of gas – of which only some 18 billion cubic meters are
produced within the country.
While in Miensk, Prime Minister Yuschenko and the
Ukrainian delegation signed 13 of 20 documents presented for approval to the CIS heads of government
meeting, one of which Mr. Yuschenko said he believed
would spur speedy creation of a free-trade zone on CIS
territories that Ukraine has pushed for several years,
according to Interfax-Ukraine.
Among the documents that Mr. Yuschenko did not
sign, was one that would have provided funding for
the creation of a CIS integrated air defense system in
2001.
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Parliamentary Resource Center is opened in Kyiv Denysenko elected to board
by Stepan Bandera
of U.S.-Ukraine Foundation

4

KYIV – The library that serves
Ukrainian lawmakers has received a
much-needed technical upgrade from
Canada’s government and information
experts. Located in the heart of Kyiv, the
Canada-Ukraine Parliamentary Resource
Center at the National Parliamentary
Library of Ukraine (NPLU) opened its
doors on November 16.
The new center’s resources include a
specialized collection of Canadian governmental publications, federal and
provincial laws, electronic cataloguing
tools, Ukrainian and foreign legal databases, and CD-ROMs.
The Canadians also provided new computers, printers, scanners, bar-code readers
and a photocopier. A local area network
(LAN) and firewall-protected Internet
access were set up, allowing the library to
modernize and expand its services. All this
new hardware required modern programs,
including multilingual optical character
recognition, cataloguing and web publishing software. Finally, Ukrainian librarians
and parliamentary staffers had to be
trained on how to use the resources. The
center’s collection is online and may be
accessed via the Internet.
Speaking at the opening ceremonies,
Canada’s Ambassador to Ukraine Derek
Fraser noted the important role played by
Canada’s Parliamentary Library in that
country’s policy development. “A parliamentary library is the backbone in any
democracy,” Mr. Fraser said.
“It’s important to keep this center
working,” former President Leonid
Kravchuk said at the opening.
And work it will, Project Director
Lesya Shymko assured. Using modern
technologies, librarians are now faced
with the monumental task of cataloguing
the NPLU’s 4-million-piece collection.
“The center will also provide confidential,
objective and timely delivery of research
for all members of the Verkhovna Rada
and their assistants,” Ms. Shymko said.
That research includes a press-clipping
service for national deputies.
Opening ceremonies included greetings from Anatoly Korniyenko, general
Stepan Bandera is a free-lance writer
who splits his time between Kyiv and
Toronto.
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by Olenka Dobczanska

Canada’s Ambassador to Ukraine Derek Fraser (left), former president of Ukraine
Leonid Kravchuk and Project Director Lesya Shymko cut a blue-and-yellow ribbon
to officially open the Canada-Ukraine information center.
director of the NPLU; Stepan Horlatch,
head of the Canadian Friends of Ukraine;
and Vice Minister of Culture Leonid
Novokhadko. A host of national deputies
and governmental advisors attended the
opening.
Earlier in the week, the center hosted a
seminar for parliamentary staffers on
how to use the center’s new resources.
Forty staffers were expected to attend.
But the interest proved to be so great that
additional seminars were scheduled. So
far, the center’s specialists have trained
more than 100 staffers.
A roundtable for Canadian and
Ukrainian parliamentarians was held on
November 7. Former Canadian Members
of Parliament Yuri Shymko (Toronto) and
Alex Kindy (Calgary), Ukrainian national deputies and staffers participated in the
discussions. The roundtable focused on
the interaction between parliamentary
majorities and official oppositions.
Messrs. Shymko and Kindy related the
Canadian experience, and how the lessons learned can be applied in Ukraine.
They also discussed bicameral models
of Parliament. Ukrainian politicians are
currently debating how to implement the
results of the 2000 referendum, when

Ukrainians approved a presidential plan
to introduce an upper house to the
Ukrainian Verkhovna Rada.
The Canadian team of library scientists and experts who worked on the twoyear project included Nell Nakoneczny,
former chair of the Metro Toronto
Reference Library and the Toronto Public
Library. Marusia Borodacz, chief librarian of the virtual library at the Ontario’s
Ministry of the Environment, trained the
Ukrainian librarians to use the Internet’s
most powerful search tools. Bohdanna
Wilk was responsible for acquisitions
and software training, while library scientist Bill Pawlowsky worked on the project’s web technology.
The
Canadian
International
Development Agency (CIDA) and the
Canadian Friends of Ukraine (CFU) provided funding for the center. The project
received an initial boost thanks to a sizeable donation from the Canadian son of
Anna and Petro Patyk, who wanted to
honor his parents’ memory by helping
Ukraine, where they lived before immigrating to Canada.
Additional information about the newly
formed center and its activities is available
on the website www.nplu.kiev.ua.

Former President Leonid Kravchuk and the head of the parliamentary Foreign Affairs Committee, Ihor Ostash, look on as
an employee of the Canada-Ukraine Parliamentary Resource Center, Lesya Hrunina, demonstrates the new cataloguing system. The center’s manager, Olena Pohrebna (left), and the head of the parliamentary library’s Verkhovna Rada reference
unit, Iryna Dush (right), look on.

WASHINGTON – The U.S.-Ukraine
Foundation’s board of directors unanimously elected Tamara Denysenko, general manager and CEO of the Rochester
Ukrainian Federal Credit Union and
chairman of the Ukrainian National
Credit Union Association, on December
1, as a new member with a two-year
term.
The U.S.-Ukraine Foundation
(USUF), founded in 1991, is a not-forprofit, non-governmental organization
whose goal is to facilitate democratic
development, encourage free market
reform and enhance human rights in
Ukraine. The foundation creates and
sustains channels of communication
between the United States and Ukraine
in order to build peace and prosperity
through an exchange of information.
The foundation is dedicated to strengthening the mutual objectives of both
nations and advancing Ukraine as a cornerstone of regional stability, and a full
partner in the community of nations.
Headquartered in Washington, the
USUF also operates in five cities in
Ukraine: Kyiv, Lviv, Cherkasy, Donetsk
and Kherson.
“I am thrilled that Ms. Denysenko has
agreed to join our board of directors. She
will be an invaluable asset to our foundation,” said Nadia McConnell, USUF
president. “Her experience with credit
unions and community development will
bring an added dimension to the foundation’s work in Ukraine and the United
States. Ms. Denysenko also joins us at a
strategic time in the foundation’s development, as we will be celebrating our
10th anniversary in 2001 and looking
forward to our second decade of work.”
Ms. Denysenko has been a resident of
the Rochester area and active in the
Ukrainian American community for over
30 years. For the past 10 years she has
traveled to Ukraine to reintroduce
Ukrainian credit unions and provide
humanitarian aid.
Ms. Denysenko has served as the
treasurer of the World Council of
Ukrainian Cooperatives, which represents credit unions in the United States,
Canada, Australia and Ukraine. In 19971999 she served as president of the
Rochester District of the New York State
Credit Union League. For more than
eight years she was the chairman of the
Irondequoit-Poltava Sister Cities
Committee. She has also assisted the
U.S.-Ukraine Foundation on various
projects in the past and is familiar with
USUF activities.
In recognition of her achievements,
Ms. Denysenko received a Silver Award
from the World Council of Credit
Unions, as well as certificates of appreciation from the Ukraine’s ambassador
to the United States and from the
Ukrainian Credit Union Training Center
in Kyiv. This past year Ms. Denysenko
was selected by State Sen. James Alesi
to receive the New York State Woman of
Distinction award.
In joining the USUF board of directors, Ms. Denysenko will be working
with members Walter Baranetsky,
Bohdan Burachinsky, Katherine
Chumachenko, Michael Kostiw, Robert
A. McConnell and George Sierant.
For more information about the work
of the foundation contact the U.S.Ukraine Foundation, 733 15th St. NW,
Suite 1026, Washington, DC 20005; telephone, (202) 347-4264; fax, (202) 3474267; e-mail, usuf@usukraine.org;
homepage, http://www.usukraine.org/.
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Winner Ford chief speaks on doing business in Ukraine UCCA executive board
by Alexandra Isaievych Mason
interesting experience, in large part because the business
environment is so chaotic. The main ingredient in Winner’s
holds first meeting
success in Ukraine is its reputation for integrity. This reputaEAST HANOVER, N.J. – On November 11 here at the tion is based upon the Winner Group’s decision that it was
Ramada Inn and Conference Center, the Ukrainian important to operate completely above the board, to pay all
since congress
American Professionals and Businesspersons Association of of its taxes and not to rely on connections that might be
Special to The Ukrainian Weekly

New York and New Jersey (UAPBA) hosted a talk by John
Hynansky, founder, president and CEO of the Winner
Automotive Group, the first American car distributorship in
Ukraine. Mr. Hynansky spoke about doing business in
Ukraine, with all of its pitfalls and rewards.
Mr. Hynansky is a highly successful entrepreneur who
has traveled the classical immigrant journey, having arrived
in the United States in 1949 from a displaced persons camp
in Germany. After a successful career in the automotive
field, Mr. Hynansky founded the Winner Automotive
Group, which today comprises a U.S.-based group that
includes 20 new car dealerships and affiliated companies,
that employ more than 600 people, and is one of the top 100
car dealerships in the United States, and several affiliated
businesses in Ukraine.
His business venture in Ukraine started in early 1992
with many exploratory meetings. Believing that “connections” and partnerships are too unstable a basis upon which
to build a solid business, Mr. Hynansky relied on two basic
principles that he adopted during his first years of working
in Ukraine. These included not to bribe anybody, and not to
exploit anyone economically. Instead, the company focused
on building teams of people who would grow with the business they were developing.
From small beginnings, the venture in Ukraine grew to
include 361 employees at its peak, exclusive distribution of
Ford vehicles throughout Ukraine, two fully owned dealerships, numerous service centers throughout Ukraine, gasoline distributorships, a construction company and a Volvo
distributorship.
According to Mr. Hynansky, while doing business in
Ukraine can be very challenging, it can also be a very, very

bought with bribes.
A real test for Mr. Hynansky’s business acumen was the
financial meltdown during the ruble crisis in August 1998
when currency exchanges stopped operating for two full
weeks and the hryvnia lost 56 percent of its value in one
month. Sales fell 65 percent and the Winner Group was
forced to lay off 55 employees, send others on forced vacations, cut back expenses immediately and postpone a scheduled expansion. Weathering this crisis and continuing to
grow afterwards have shown the soundness of the foundation upon which the Winner Group has built its presence in
Ukraine.
The initial motivation for Mr. Hynansky to expand his
business into Ukraine was his love for the country and its
people, which he developed during his many visits there,
along with an entrepreneur’s desire to create something of
lasting value.
Mr. Hynansky defines success as “being happy doing
what you are doing.” The Winner Group’s venture in
Ukraine, according to Mr. Hynansky, is a resounding success by his personal standards. Many other foreigners who
have come to Ukraine to do business there have not found
such success. Among the many reasons for failure of foreign businesses in Ukraine, Mr. Hynansky emphasized several. These include the lack of overall business experience,
reliance on connections with questionable partners, absentee ownership, unrealistic investment goals, emphasis on
short-term returns, disrespect for Ukrainians and disrespect
for Ukrainian laws.
In Mr. Hynansky’s view, Ukraine does offer a promising
(Continued on page 19)

OBITUARY: Walter Klymkiw, UNF leader, 74
by Andrew Gregorovich

WINNIPEG – Walter Klymkiw, one of the giants of
Ukrainian Canadian culture, and a leader of both the
Ukrainian community in Canada and of the Ukrainian
National Federation, died on December 4, in
Winnipeg.
Born in Saranchuky, Ternopil region of Ukraine, on
October 3, 1926, Volodymyr Petro Klymkiw came to
Canada with his parents at the age of 2 and became a
Canadian citizen in 1936. He married Marusia
Kopychanska in 1952 and had two sons, Myroslav
(Slawko), a senior executive with CBC Television in
Toronto, and Paul.
Mr. Klymkiw was educated at the University of
British Columbia (B.A.) and the University of Manitoba
(B.Ed.).
He studied the violin but became fascinated with
Ukrainian choral music as a result of study with
Olexander Koshetz, the renowned choral conductor for
whom the famous Olexander Koshetz Memorial Choir
of the Winnipeg UNF was named.
For almost a half a century, since 1951, Mr. Klymkiw

worked tirelessly as conductor and artistic director of
the Koshetz Choir to achieve the highest level of performance. Under his direction the Koshetz Choir in
1978 made the first of four tours to Ukraine. The choir
also gave performances in Western Europe and South
America, and many across Canada.
Mr. Klymkiw served as the dominion president of the
Ukrainian National Youth Federation in the 1950s and
as president of the local branch of the Ukrainian
National Federation in St. Boniface, Winnipeg. He also
served as president of the Ukrainian Cultural and
Educational Center (Oseredok) in Winnipeg established
by the UNF.
By profession he was a teacher; he became a principal in 1973 and retired in 1983.
Mr. Klymkiw almost singlehandedly raised the caliber of musicianship in the Ukrainian Canadian community. He produced two outstanding CDs, nine cassettes
and six records in his capacity as artistic director of the
Koshetz Choir.
His latest goal was to publish a two-volume edition
of Olexander Koshetz, which together with his beautiful
recordings will be a lasting memorial.
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... AND A SPECIAL THANK-YOU

These donations to The Ukrainian Weekly Press Fund were
received during the month of October along with payments for
“The Ukrainian Weekly 2000,” Volume I. (The list does not
include other donations to the Press Fund received separately.)
A huge thank-you to our many contributors for this stupendous response to our book!
Please note: The Ukrainian Weekly Press Fund is the sole fund
dedicated exclusively to supporting the work of this publication.

Ukrainian National Information Service

WASHINGTON – The newly elected president
of the Ukrainian Congress Committee of America,
Michael Sawkiw Jr., called to order the first
UCCA executive board meeting since the XVIIIth
Congress of Ukrainians in America. The meeting
was held on Saturday, November 18, at the UCCA
building in New York City.
The UCCA president welcomed all the members
of the executive board, particularly its newest
members, and called upon everyone to work in
tandem to help promote the activities of the
Ukrainian American community.
One of the principal topics on the agenda at the
executive board meeting was the nomination of
members to the UCCA’s standing committees. In
total, 12 standing committees were proposed:
Organizational, Student/Youth, Membership,
Council on Aid to Ukrainians, External Affairs,
Grant-Writing, Financial, By-Laws, Million Dollar
Fund, Educational, Legal Advisory, and Fourth
Wave (a reference to the newest immigrants from
Ukraine). The members of the various committees
represent different regions of the country and various age brackets; many community members from
the newest Ukrainian immigration are involved.
The nominations were to be proposed, discussed,
and ratified at the UCCA’s National Council meeting in December.
A major topic of discussion at the board meeting
was unity within the Ukrainian American community. The UCCA executive board expressed its
desire for unification and pledged to rededicate its
efforts to bring together the community after 20
years of disunity.
Toward that end, the UCCA executive board
established a Committee for Reunification, headed
by Prof. Taras Hunczak. The five-member committee is to conduct talks with various organizations,
as well as with the Ukrainian American
Coordinating Council (UACC).
Asked about the Reunification Committee’s
objective, UCCA President Sawkiw stated:
“Ukrainian American organizations must recognize
that a unified, strong and active community benefits everyone. Let us put aside our differences from
the past 20 years and open a new chapter for the
Ukrainian community at the dawn of the 21st century.”
The recent commentary in The Washington Post
proposing the removal of the Taras Shevchenko
monument sparked a lot of interest during the
meeting. As the UCCA was one of the sponsoring
organizations in the early 1960s that established
the Shevchenko Monument Committee, executive
board members were concerned about the plight of
the monument. Mr. Sawkiw reminded the board
members that the author of the article was not an
editor or staffer of The Washington Post. In reaction to the article, the UCCA sent an official
response to the newspaper, while its Washington
office, the Ukrainian National Information Service
(UNIS), issued an “Action Item” to the community
with a sample letter to the editor.
Before ending the meeting, the UCCA president
asked Ukrainian World Congress President Askold
Lozynskyj to provide a brief overview of the world
premiere of the film “Undefeated,” co-produced by
Oles Studios, the Dovzhenko National Film
Studio, Ukraine’s Ministry of Culture and the
UCCA. Mr. Lozynskyj represented the UCCA during the film’s debut in Kyiv on November 11.
Nearly two hours long, the action film depicts the
heroic life of Gen. Roman Shukhevych – Taras
Chuprynka, commander of the Ukrainian Insurgent
Army (UPA).
In attendance at the film premiere were its
director, Oles Yanchuk, as well as several prominent Ukrainian government officials, including
Prime Minister Viktor Yuschenko and Minister of
Culture Bohdan Stupka, as well as many foreign
diplomats. “Undefeated” will debut in other
Ukrainian cities and will premiere in the United
States in 2001.
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(Continued from page 1)
president, Ulana Diachuk. Participating
were a total of 22 members of the General
Assembly, including:
• First Vice-President Stefko Kuropas,
Second Vice-President Anya DydykPetrenko, National Secretary Martha Lysko
and Treasurer Stefan Kaczaraj;
• Auditors William Pastuszek, Stefan
Hawrysz, Dr. Alexander Serafyn, Yaroslav
Zaviysky and Myron Groch; and
• Advisors Taras Szmagala Jr., Alex
Chudolij, Tekla Moroz, Halyna Kolessa,
Nick Diakiwsky, Wasyl Szeremeta, Vasyl
Luchkiw, Stephanie Hawryluk, Andre
Worobec, Eugene Oscislawski, Barbara
Bachynsky and Al Kachkowski.
Also attending were six honorary members of the General Assembly – Anne
Chopek, Mary Dushnyck, Walter Sochan,
Myron B. Kuropas, Taras Szmagala Sr. and
Anatole Doroshenko – who take part in an
advisory capacity, but have no vote at
General Assembly meetings.
Director for Canada the Rev. Myron
Stasiw and Advisor Andrij Skyba excused
their absences, but submitted their written
reports to the General Assembly.
Also present, both to cover the proceedings and to report before the UNA body,
were the editors-in-chief of Svoboda and
The Ukrainian Weekly, respectively, Irene
Jarosewich and Roma Hadzewycz.
Soyuzivka Manager John A. Flis delivered
a report before the assembly.
Opening ceremony, officers’ reports

The annual meeting opened with a
wreath-laying ceremony at Soyuzivka’s
monument to Taras Shevchenko, patron of
the UNA. The American, Canadian and
Ukrainian national anthems were played,
and Mrs. Moroz read a text about
Shevchenko. The brief ceremony concluded
with the General Assembly members’
singing of his “Testament” (Zapovit).
Once inside the Veselka auditorium,
where the General Assembly’s deliberations
were held, members observed a moment of
silence in memory of the UNA officers,
both on the national and local level, who
had died during the past year: former
Treasurer Alexander Blahitka, longtime
Advisor Andrew Jula, and branch secretaries Michael Nowak, Yaroslaw Senyszyn,
Petro Cholawka, Ostap Sadowyj, Mary
Kapral, Roman Lapychak and Dmytro
Dydyk.
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Roma Hadzewycz

First Vice-President Stefko Kuropas reports on behalf of the Standing Committee on Soyuzivka. Looking on are: fellow
committee member Taras Szmagala Jr. (left) and UNA Treasurer Stefan Kaczaraj (center).

Mr. Blahitka, who had passed away just
two days before the General Assembly convened its annual session, was recalled also
during a panakhyda offered in his memory
following a liturgy celebrated at Holy
Trinity Ukrainian Catholic Church on
Saturday evening, December 2, the day of
his funeral in New Jersey.
After adoption of the agenda and
approval of the minutes from the 1999
meeting of the General Assembly, the first
order of business was to establish the
Financial Committee that would meet during the annual meeting to prepare a budget
for 2001. The members of the committee
were: Messrs. Pastuszek, Stefko Kuropas,
Szeremeta, Luchkiw and Doroshenko as
well as Mr. Kaczaraj, who as the UNA
treasurer serves on the committee ex officio.
As all members of the General Assembly
had prepared written reports for the meeting, only addenda to those reports were
delivered during the session.
The UNA’s three full-time executive officers presented highlights of their reports
before the entire assembly.
Treasurer Kaczaraj noted that his report
for the first nine months of 2000 shows an
increase in the UNA surplus for the first
time in more than a decade; that increase
amounted to $300,000. In comparison, dur-

UNA Auditors conduct review

PARSIPPANY, N.J. – The Auditing Committee of the Ukrainian National
Association conducted its audit of the fraternal organization’s business operations
here at the UNA’s Corporate Headquarters on November 28-30. Seen above are
the commitee members (from left): Yaroslav Zaviysky, Myron Groch, Stefan
Hawrysz (vice-chairman), William Pastuszek (chairman) and Dr. Alexander
Serafyn (secretary).

ing the past 11 years, the surplus had
declined by $20 million. He also pointed
out that the UNA’s solvency ratio is 113
percent, which is very strong and significantly higher than many major insurance
companies.
Mr. Kaczaraj also noted that the UNA’s
two newspapers had demonstrated a major
improvement in their financial situation as
compared to previous years. He reported a
combined deficit for Svoboda and The
Weekly of $138,000 for the first nine
months of 2000. That figure compares
favorably with the 1999 and 1998 yearly
deficits, respectively, $246,000 and
$578,000.
National Secretary Lysko focused her
remarks on the institution of direct billing
for all UNA branches as of January 1, 2001,
explaining the reasons for this change. She
added that now that branch secretaries will
no longer be involved with collecting dues
they can concentrate their efforts on
enrolling members.
Mrs. Lysko also reported that UNA
membership stands at 53,243 – more than
49,000 of that number in the United States
and the rest in Canada. In 2000, as of the
end of September, the UNA had gained 351
members insured for a total of $6,205,550
and annual dues premiums of $82,471.
President Diachuk underlined that the
financial results from the UNA’s publications are much better and that the editors
and administration of both papers were
doing everything possible to raise funds.
She noted as an example the release of “The
Ukrainian Weekly 2000,” which brought in
a significant amount from sales and donations to The Ukrainian Weekly Press Fund.
She also reported that the UNA is now
working on an address list of its members
so that both newspapers could solicit subscriptions.
Mrs. Diachuk also introduced the new
editor-in-chief of Svoboda, Ms. Jarosewich,
who had been appointed less than a month
before the General Assembly meeting. It
was later pointed out by Mr. Pastuszek that
Ms. Jarosewich is the first American-born
editor of Svoboda.
The president’s report also noted that a
decision had been made to hold the UNA
convention in Chicago and that the Marriott
O’Hare had been selected as the host hotel.
Among the topics discussed in the aftermath of the presentation of reports were: the
possibility of chartering the UNA in a state
that is more friendly toward fraternals than
New Jersey (where only three fraternals are
currently domiciled); the importance of the
UNA’s fraternal activities; productivity of
UNA branch secretaries; the restructuring of
Soyuzivka with the aim of reducing its
deficit; and the issue of how much money
the UNA is making from its insurance busi-

ness. Honorary Member Doroshenko
requested that the treasurer in the future prepare a report that compares projected budget figures with actual expenditures.
Also reporting to the assembly was the
newly appointed editor-in-chief of Svoboda,
Ms. Jarosewich, The Weekly editor-inchief, Ms. Hadzewycz, and Soyuzivka’s
manager, Mr. Flis.
At the conclusion of the report, the chairman of the Auditing Committee made a
motion to accept the reports of all members
of the General Assembly.
The session concluded for the day with
an announcement that the Standing
Committee on Soyuzivka would meet that
evening and that all interested were invited
to participate.
Review of by-laws proposals

The Saturday session began with a
review of the proposed changes to the UNA
By-Laws and comments from UNA’ers
plus General Assembly members. The session was chaired by Mr. Szmagala Jr., who
chairs the Standing Committee on the UNA
By-Laws.
Several propositions to amend the proposed by-laws as published in the UNA’s
two newspapers were presented to the
General Assembly for their consideration.
After some discussion the following were
voted on:
• A proposal to have the convention elect
11 members of the board of trustees, instead
of, as now provided, having it elect 10
members of the board and the board president was defeated by a vote of 14-2.
• A proposal to limit board members to
two terms of office was voted down 14-8.
• A proposal to eliminate payments of per
diems and expenses for honorary members
attending annual meetings of the board was
defeated by a vote of 13 against, 2 for and 2
abstentions.
• A proposal that any by-laws changes to
be considered by the By-Laws Revision
Committee be submitted at least 60 days
prior to the convention to branch secretaries
for review was passed by a vote of 11 for, 1
against and 8 abstentions.
• A proposal to eliminate a reference to
salaries of the board of trustees was
approved by a vote of 20 for, 0 against and
0 abstentions.
• A proposal that any individual interested in running for the board of trustees
should declare his/her candidacy and provide a biography 60 days prior to the convention that will be published 30 days
before the convention in the UNA’s official
newspapers was passed by a vote of 18 for,
1 against and 1 abstention.
• An alternate proposal to require (rather
(Continued on page 18)
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Ukrainian American from Kansas makes donation to UNA projects
PARSIPPANY, N.J. – There are individuals within our community who feel
strongly that they should contribute in
some way to the Ukrainian American
community. Peter R. Jarosewycz, a 52year-old attorney living in Kansas City,
Mo., said, “Everyone has something to
offer, in terms of volunteering their time
or talents or skills, or making monetary
contributions, according to the degree of
their individual commitment and
resources.”
Given his own circumstances, including the fact that he lives in the American
heartland, far from any major Ukrainian
American community, he decided that
the best thing he could do was to make
monetary donations.
To that end, he established a memorial
gift fund, through Fidelity Investments,
to honor his parents, Drs. Dmytro and
Maria Jarosewycz, who instilled in him a
love of Ukraine. In 1999 he made a total
of $20,000 in donations to mainstream
Ukrainian organizations, including
$5,000 to the Ukrainian National
Association Foundation, which he considered especially important because it
supports eight different projects. He also
liked the fact that he could earmark the
funds for any of the eight entities.
Mr. Jarosewycz chose to give $1,000
each to five of the funds, in both 1999
and 2000, for a total of $10,000 for those
two years. Although he felt that all of
those entities were important, he felt two
were especially important, because if
they disappeared or became weakened, it
would be difficult, if not impossible, to
replace them.

The Ukrainian Weekly is an international newspaper that is the main channel
of information, ideas and communication
among Ukrainians, especially in the
United States and Canada.
Soyuzivka, also an irreplaceable
resource, is a 400-acre resort in the
Catskill mountains of New York state. It
is important to maintain its accessibility
to future younger generations. Soyuzivka
is not only a hub for the old-timers who
reminisce about their youth, but is a summer center for the younger generations –
be it the young mothers with their toddlers at “Tabir Ptashat” or Chemney’s
Fun Center, the young dancers at the
Soyuzivka Dance Workshop or the young
adults looking for a soul mate or just
plain fun. In order to flourish, this
younger generation must have a place
like Soyuzivka to congregate.
The Ukrainian Heritage Defense Fund
is an entity created to protest inaccuracies and defamation, and to counter the
negative effects of media reporting on
Ukraine and Ukrainians.
In addition, the Drs. Dmytro and
Maria Jarosewycz Memorial Scholarship
Fund was established and is available to
any qualified UNA student member in
the amount of $1,000. This is a wonderful living memorial to loved ones.
Last but not least, the Fund for the
Rebirth of Ukraine also received a contribution. Through this fund the UNA sponsors many projects in the community and
in Ukraine, one of which is English
Teachers for Ukraine, which over the last
eight years has sent over 400 English
teachers to teach conversational English

RECORDING DEPARTMENT
MEMBERSHIP REPORT – OCTOBER 2000
Martha Lysko, National Secretary
Juvenile
7,165
7,353
14,518

Adult
15,128
18,021
33,149

ADD
3,591
0
3,591

Total
25,884
25,374
51,258

New members
New members UL
Reinstated

24
0
6

45
0
6

0
0
3

69
0
15

Died
Cash surrender
Endowment matured
Fully paid-up
Reduced paid-up
Extended Insurance
Certificates lapsed (active)
Certificate terminated

0
5
19
13
0
28
9
2

32
15
23
21
0
46
13
3

0
0
0
0
0
0
40
5

32
20
42
34
0
74
62
10

Total Active Members – 9/2000
Total Inactive Members – 9/2000
Total Members – 9/2000
ACTIVE MEMBERSHIP
Gains in 10/2000

Total Gains:
Losses in 10/2000

Total Losses
Total Active Members - 10/2000

30

51

3

84

76
7,119

153
15,026

45
3,549

274
25,694

Paid-up
Reduced paid up
Extended insurance

13
0
28

21
0
46

0
0
0
0

34
0
74

108

* Died
* Cash surrender
Pure endowment matured
Reinstated to active
Certificates lapsed (inactive)

0
8
3
6
3

48
19
1
6
0

0
0
0
0
0

48
27
4
12
3

33,040

3,549

INACTIVE MEMBERSHIP
Gaines in 10/2000

Total Gains
Losses in 10/2000

Total Losses
Total Inactive Members – 10/2000
TOTAL MEMBERSHIP - 10/2000

(* Paid up and reduced paid up policies)

41

20
7,374

14,493

67

74
18,014

0
0

94
25,388
51,082

to over 4,000 students throughout
Ukraine. This is a grassroots program
that enables Ukrainians to learn the business language of the world, thereby making them more competitive in this era of
globalization.
Standing apart from the forecaster of
our community’s doom is Mr.
Jarosewycz, a man who decided to live
up to the challenge of doing something
for his Ukrainian community. Thankfully,
he does not stand alone, for there are
many who in their own way, with various
means at their disposal, contribute exten-

sively. We thank all activists, especially
the givers, for their contributions and
their concern for the community.
Those wishing to establish a memorial
fund, or to contribute to any specific project may call the UNA’s special projects
coordinator, Oksana Trytjak, at (973) 2929800, ext. 3074, who can answer any questions and provide assistance. All contributions to the Ukrainian National
Foundation, which holds 501 (c) (3) status,
are tax-deductible to the extent allowed by
law. Contributions can be specifically earmarked to a favorite project.

Now available:
additional insurance coverage
for UNA members

If you are already a member of the UNA we offer a guaranteed issue of additional minimum of $1,000 to a maximum of $5,000 life insurance added to your current policy coverage. If you presently own any UNA Whole Life, 20-Payment Life, P-65 or DP-65 you are
guaranteed additional insurance. UNA cannot deny you coverage. This offer is not open to
members with term insurance, endowment plans, or Universal Life policies.
Here is how it works.The UNA will issue the following amounts of the pour-in-rider:
• Ages 0-35, $1,000 to $5,000;
• Ages 36-70, $1,000 to $2,500;
• Ages 71-90, $1,000.

The rates for the pour-in rider appear in the chart below.
For more information call the UNA Home Office at (973) 292-9800.

THE RATES FOR THE POUR-IN RIDER ARE LISTED AS FOLLOWS

Issue
age
0
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

Premium
per $1,000
63
63
64
66
68
70
73
75
78
81
84
87
90
93
96
100
103
107
110
114
118
122
126
130
135
140

Issue
age

Premium
per $1,000

26
27
28
29
30
31
32
33
34
35
36
37
38
39
40
41
42
43
44
45
46
47
48
49
50

145
150
155
161
167
173
179
186
193
200
208
215
223
232
240
249
258
267
276
286
296
306
316
327
338

Issue
age
51
52
53
54
55
56
57
58
69
60
61
62
63
64
65
66
67
68
69
70
71
72
73
74
75

Premium
per $1,000

Issue
age

Premium
per $1,000

76
77
78
79
80
81
82
83
84
85
86
87
88
89
90

696
710
724
738
752
765
778
791
803
815
826
837
848
858
868

349
361
373
385
397
409
422
435
448
462
475
489
504
518
533
547
562
576
591
606
622
637
652
667
682

Complete the following questionnaire and return it to the UNA Home Office:
Ukrainian National Association, Inc.
P.O. Box 280, 2200 Route 10, Parsippany, NJ 07054
Tel: (973) 292-9800

Name ___________________________________________________ Age ________
Br. _______ Policy #_______________________ Amount applied for $ _______________

Address ___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
Tel: _______________________________ SS# ____________________________
Beneficiary (name) __________________________________________________

Address ____________________________________________________________

This offer is valid from June 1, 2000, to December 31, 2000. If your completed form and check are
received by the deadline you will receive a 4 percent discount on the rate quoted on the left.
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The UNA refocuses

The guest editorial below is the text of the opening address delivered by Ukrainian
National Association President Ulana Diachuk at the annual meeting of the UNA
General Assembly. (The text was translated by The Ukrainian Weekly from the original Ukrainian version.)
This meeting is being held at the beginning of the second half of our term of office.
It should review all our work and plans for the previous two years and five months, as
well as convention decisions.
Our Ukrainian community, of which the UNA is a part, now finds itself in a transitional phase. Longtime leaders are no longer active, and replacing them is difficult.
Succeeding generations born on the American continent often find themselves moving
to cities where there is no Ukrainian community and, as a result, they are becoming
alienated from our community. Those young professionals who remain nearby a
Ukrainian community for the most part do not take an active role in its work, with the
exception of Saturday schools of Ukrainian studies if their children attend these
schools. They explain that professional and family responsibilities take up all their
time and that there is no time left over for community work. To be sure, the demands
of work in today’s times are much greater than they previously were and the work
hours required are longer if one wants to retain a position or secure a promotion.
Independent Ukraine attracted many of the young people of our community – those
who are the most idealistic and who were educated in our youth organizations. These
are the very persons who could take over the leadership of our community. But their
love for Ukraine, inculcated in them by their parents, Ukrainian schools and youth
organizations, has led them to work in Ukraine. Their knowledge and experience
brings them great satisfaction, and it brings Ukraine much benefit.
In light of the fact that there is only a small number of persons left to work for
Ukrainian organizations, how can the UNA attract new generations to work within its
branches and district committees? The answer to this important question is: only if
UNA activists work within their local communities. If our branches and our districts
are visible in the community, the community will respect them.
Contrary to various statistical data for the United States, volunteerism, good
will and pro bono work benefiting the community remains popular, and many
American organizations build their work on this foundation. Our Ukrainian community also benefits from the diverse work of thousands of volunteers. Proof of
this can be seen each week in our two weekly newspapers, which publish reports
and news stories about the work of many diverse organizations. Many of them
are very successful and have long years of experience. They have the respect and
support of our entire community, and without them our community would be
much weaker and less active.
At one time our branches were leaders of community activity in their localities.
Today they must reassume that position through their work and ingenuity, a new and
modern approach, and through cooperation with other organizations. For some reason
our key members gladly participate in the work of other Ukrainian charitable organizations, but do not consider that similar opportunities exist through the UNA. It is
time to change this state of affairs. When we become visible in our communities our
branches will gain new members, and each new successful activity will give birth to
new activity.
There is very much work to be done in our community and for our community. The
missing ingredient is the manpower to perform that work.

Dec.

12

Turning the pages back...

A year ago, on December 12, 1999, The Ukrainian Weekly
carried an extensive report on the first regular annual meeting of
the Ukrainian National Association’s General Assembly since the
fraternal organization’s May 1998 convention. The meeting took
place at the UNA resort, Soyuzivka, on December 3-5.
As reported on the pages of this newspaper, the three-day meeting heard reports of
General Assembly members for the period from May 1998 through November 1999;
reviewed fraternal activities such as UNA publications, Soyuzivka and scholarships;
approved a budget for 2000 after reviewing the financial report for 1998 and the first nine
months of the current year; and discussed the proposed referendum on a new corporate
structure for the UNA.
The principal decisions of the 1999 meeting were:
• to fund operations of the UNA’s Kyiv Press Bureau;
• to support the UNA’s two official publications, Svoboda and The Ukrainian Weekly;
• to support and to seek funding for Soyuzivka’s continued development; and
• to establish a By-Laws Subcommittee that will prepare, with the assistance of the
General Assembly and input from the UNA membership, a referendum question regarding
the implementation of a corporate structure for the UNA’s policy-making and executive
authorities.
Mrs. Diachuk convened the proceedings with a historical perspective: “Our institution
was founded back in the 19th century, it developed, grew and flourished in the 20th century.
Crossing into the 21st century, we must adapt our institution to new conditions within our
Ukrainian community as well as in the insurance business from which our former and current members, the entire Ukrainian community, as well as our brothers and sisters in
Ukraine, derived great benefit. ... Entering the new century and the new millennium with
confidence, we should seek new methods and new approaches so that our principal goals
continue to be supported by the Ukrainian community and so that the UNA continues to
fulfill the purposes delineated in its founding charter.”

1999

Source: “UNA General Assembly votes to stay the course on fiscal responsibility” by
Roma Hadzewycz, The Ukrainian Weekly, December 12, 1999, Vol. LXVII, No. 50.
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Lev Matsievych of Sevastopol
– “the Ukrainian Icarus”
by Danylo Kulyniak

Ukrainian Sevastopol – perhaps this is
an unusual characterization to some, but
it has a deep historical foundation. From
the time of its founding, Ukrainians were
one of the primary ethnic groups that
created this city. The precursor to the
tsarist Black Sea Fleet was the
Zaporozhian Kozak flotilla. Later,
Ukrainians, for the most part, served in
the Black Sea Fleet, while “Great
Russians” and Muscovites usually served
in the Baltic Sea Fleet.
By the beginning of the 20th century
Sevastopol was a notable center of
Ukrainian cultural-community life,
notwithstanding countermeasures by the
Russian tsarist government and its penal
apparatus. A clandestine underground
Ukrainian organization, Kobzar, even
operated here. Its members included such
historical figures as Oleksander
Kovalenko, Panas Matiuschenko,
Hryhorii Vakulenko, Petro Shmidt and
Lev Matsievych.
A book could be written on each one
of these individuals, however, we will
limit ourselves to a short narration about
Levko Matsievych, the highly gifted
Ukrainian inventor, pilot, intellectual and
political activist.
Although he died prematurely in an
aviation disaster at the young age of 33,
he accomplished much. He can very rightfully be called “the Ukrainian Icarus.”
Matsievych was born on January 13,
1877, in the village of Oleksandrivka in
the Kyiv Gubernia (today part of the
Kirovohrad Oblast), but after a time his
parents moved to Kyiv. Matsievych finished the gymnasium in 1895 and entered
the Kharkiv Technical Institute, where he
met Kovalenko, Hnat Khotkevych and
others. There he joined various underground student organizations and became
part of the student revolutionary movement.
In 1900 he was a founder and leader of
the Revolutionary Ukrainian Party (RUP)
– the first politically nationalistic
Ukrainian organization, which was headed by Mykola Mikhnovsky. Mr.
Matsievych was expelled from the
Kharkiv Technical Institute in 1901 for
his political activities and exiled under
police escort to Sevastopol. He continued
his studies there and completed a fiveyear degree in engineering a year early.
Along with Kovalenko and Shmidt he
formed an independent theater troupe
with a Ukrainian repertoire and an
emphasis on the memory of Taras
Shevchenko.
At this time Matsievych also quickly
developed a reputation as a top-notch
engineer and inventor. In Kronstadt, a
Russian city located near St. Petersburg,
he successfully premiered his design for
an armored cruiser, the Ochakiv, and for
other sea vessels.
In 1906 he completed studies at the
Naval Academy of St. Petersburg, followed by a special course in submarines
in Lithuania. During a short but produc-

tive career that followed he designed the
first aircraft carrier, which could handle
up to 25 airplanes; one of the first
hydroplanes; two types of anti-mine
shields; an anti-torpedo system; and 14
submarines.
Capt. Matsievych also became an
accomplished pilot, recognized as one of
the best in the world, and eventually
opened his own aviation school. He was
recognized with awards, medals and
prizes as a leading inventor, aquatic engineer and pilot. It seemed that he had
established a promising career and had a
bright future before him.
Then, on October 7, 1910, during an
aviation demonstration near St.
Petersburg, Matsievych’s plane broke up
at an altitude of 500 meters. Parachutes
did not yet exist.
Matsievych was buried in the
Nikolskyi Cemetery at the Alexander
Nevsky Monastery in St. Petersburg.
Among the 350 wreaths that were laid at
his gravesite by the St. Petersburg
Ukrainian community was one from a
longtime friend, Symon Petliura.
Oleksander Oles, the renowned
Ukrainian poet, wrote a poem in his
memory and placed a necrology in the
newspaper Rada in October 1910, which
stated:
“His spirit and his blood were ours.
Ukrainians should honor his memory
specifically and independently from others. We should honor the memory of
Matsievych with a deep feeling of awe
and pride, and at the least erect a bust of
him in the heart of Ukraine, in Kyiv. Lev
Makarovych was ours, a Ukrainian, one
of us, and he will forever adorn and
honor our forgotten nation.”
Levko Matsievych knew many prominent Ukrainians. Besides Oles, Petliura
and Mikhnovsky, he was friends with
Mykhailo Kotsiubynsky, Mykola Vorona,
Khrystyna Alchevska, Liudmyla
Vasylevska – the list goes on. His brother, Kost, also was a public figure, a
member of the Central Rada of the
Ukrainian National Republic, a
Ukrainian revolutionary, politician and
intellectual. The two brothers are buried
far from Ukraine – the nation they served
all their life.

Whippany parish
seeks architect

WHIPPANY, N.J. – St. John’s
Ukrainian Catholic Church, located in
Whippany, N.J., is planning to relocate
the parish to a new site in Hanover
Township, N.J.
The parish is soliciting the assistance
of a Ukrainian architect to help develop
plans to include a church, cultural center
and rectory.
Any interested parties should contact
the Rev. Uriy Markewich, pastor, by no
later than December 29, at (973) 8873616.

MAY WE HELP YOU?

To reach The Ukrainian Weekly call (973) 292-9800,
and dial the appropriate extension (as listed below).

Editorial – 3049, 3069; Administration – 3041;
Advertising – 3040; Subscriptions – 3042; Production – 3052
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Metropolitan Sulyk’s statement
on the appointment of his successor
Below is the text of the statement issued
by Metropolitan-Archbishop Stephen
Sulyk regarding the appointment of his
successor, who was elected by the Synod
of Bishops of the Ukrainian Catholic
Church and nominated by the pope.
To our Reverend Clergy and
Venerable Religious, and our God-loving
Faithful, all Brothers and Sisters in the
Lord:
Slava Isusu Khrystu!
I am pleased to share the wonderful
news that our holy father, Pope John Paul
II, has appointed the Most Rev. Stefan
Soroka, 49, presently auxiliary bishop of
the Archeparchy of Winnipeg, Canada,
my successor as metropolitan-archbishop
of the Ukrainian Catholic Archeparchy of
Philadelphia. Archbishop Stefan will
serve as the seventh spiritual head of the
Ukrainian Catholic Church in the United
States. In making this appointment, the
holy father accepted my resignation,
which was submitted to him pursuant to
the provision of canon law when I
attained the age of 75 in October 1999.
Until the installation of Metropolitan
Soroka next year (the date is not determined), I will continue to serve as
administrator of our archeparchy. The
holy father also accepted the resignation
of my auxiliary bishop, Walter Paska, 77,
who submitted his resignation to the
Holy See in November 29, 1998, upon
reaching the canonical age of 75 for
retirement.
The Synod of Bishops of the
Ukrainian Catholic Church, which met in
Ukraine in July, made its recommendation to the Holy See for the selection of
the new metropolitan-archbishop of
Philadelphia.

I have known Bishop Soroka since
1981, when he was a seminarian and a
priest-student at our St. Josaphat
Ukrainian Catholic Seminary in
Washington from 1979 to 1985, where he
earned both his STB and doctorate in
social work from The Catholic
University of America. During this time
he became known and a friend of many
of our priests and became most familiar
with our archeparchy and many of our
parishes.
Since he was named auxiliary bishop
of the Archeparchy of Winnipeg in 1996,
he has been a colleague and good friend,
especially as we gathered in synodal
meetings of our Ukrainian Catholic
Church. His youth, his enthusiasm and
his dedication will enable him to bring
new vitality to our Church as we journey
into the 21st century.
In the coming weeks we prepare to
welcome our new spiritual shepherd, I
would ask all to pray for him and to
remember Bishop Walter and me in your
prayers. St. Ignatius of Antioch reminds
us how we should welcome our new metropolitan: “Whoever is sent by the
Master to run his house, we ought to
receive him as we would receive the
Master himself. It is obvious, therefore,
that we ought to regard the bishop as we
would the Lord Himself.”
Finally, I wish to thank all of you personally for your support, cooperation and
prayer throughout the years since I became
your metropolitan almost two decades ago,
in 1981. May God Bless you all.
Sincerely yours in Christ,
Most Reverend Stephen Sulyk
Archieparchial Administrator
Metropolitan-Archbishop emeritus

European Parliament’s president
comments on Gongadze case
Following is the text of a letter dated
November 30 and sent by Jan Marinus
Wiersma, president of the European
Parliament’s Cooperation Committee
with Ukraine, to Ivan Pliusch, chairman
of the Verkhovna Rada, regarding the
Gongadze case.

During your visit to Brussels last week,
we already had the possibility of meeting
and discussing problems of mutual interest
and concern regarding relations between
the European Union and Ukraine. Amongst
the subjects that were raised during our
talks was the disappearance of Ukrainian
journalist Heorhii Gongadze.
Since our meeting last week some further reports about Mr Gongadze’s fate and
the possible circumstances of his disappearance have been published. The Interfax
News Agency has published reports that his
severely mutilated body is supposedly to be
found in the Tarascha District and that a
first forensic medical examination indicates
that proof exists certifying Mr. Gongadze’s
death.
I have received reports today which
indicate that some of the highest representatives of the state might be involved
in Mr. Gongadze’s disappearance and
probable death under brutal circumstances. A Dutch newspaper, De
Volkskrant, has received tapes that supposedly contain a discussion between the
president of the Republic of Ukraine and
others during which instructions for Mr.

Gongadze’s disappearance are given.
Information about the existence and the
content of these tapes has apparently also
been given by the former chairman of the
Ukrainian Verkhovna Rada, Oleksander
Moroz. Further reports indicate that Mr.
Moroz, following the presentation of the
information, is being kept in the Parliament
buildings without the possibility of communicating with the outside world.
This information has provoked the most
serious concern about the freedom of the
media and the freedom of speech in
Ukraine. I want to emphasize that, if this
information proves to be true, these events
would seriously endanger the future relations between both our Parliaments. I,
therefore, request a thorough and independent examination of the circumstances of the
disappearance and possible killing of Mr.
Gongadze. I furthermore hope that
Ukrainian authorities will abstain from any
restrictive actions against those who are
seeking to find the truth about Mr.
Gongadze’s disappearance and who want
to publish the evidence that they find.
I want to assure you, Mr. Chairman,
that it is not my intention to interfere
with the judicial proceedings and investigations into the disappearance of Mr.
Gongadze, but only to express the deepest concern of the European Parliament
concerning possible attacks against the
freedom of the media and the freedom of
speech in Ukraine.
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Faces and Places
by Myron B. Kuropas

Ostroh goes “national”
Participating in the celebration of the
900th anniversary of the settlement of
Ostroh, President Leonid Kuchma of
Ukraine signed a presidential decree (No.
1170/2000) formally announcing that the
University of Ostroh Academy is now designated a “national university.”
It was a historic moment for the students
and faculty of this prestigious Ukrainian
institution of higher learning which is
quickly earning a reputation as one of
Ukraine’s top universities. The designation
was in recognition of the significant ethnonational role the National University of
Ostroh Academy has played since
Ukrainian independence.
In his remarks to the student body,
President Kuchma emphasized how important Ostroh has been to Ukraine’s national
rebirth. “Your university is a credit to higher
education in Ukraine,” Mr. Kuchma
declared. “As in the distant past, Ostroh is a
citadel of higher education, a beacon for all
to follow.”
This year the National University of
Ostroh Academy has a total of 890 students:
414 majoring in culture and humanities,
223 working for degrees in economics, and
223 enrolled in the law school. An additional 20 students are majoring in English.
The ancient town of Ostroh is situated in
the Rivne Oblast, a picturesque region of
Volyn. It was first mentioned in the
Hypathian Chronicle under the year 1100.
The region became the property of the
Ostrozky family in 1386. The Ostrozkys
built a castle and the Church of the
Epiphany in the town.
By the 16th and 17th centuries, Ostroh
was an important political, cultural, and
educational center in Ukraine, considered
by contemporaries to be the “Athens of
Volynia”. In 1576 Prince Konstantyn
Ostrozky an ardent Orthodox noble of
incredible wealth, funded the Slavic-GreekLatin Academy, which later became famous
as the Ostroh Academy. The initial purpose
of the academy was to intellectually prepare
Orthodox clergy and laypeople to resist the
Jesuits, who were converting Ukrainian
Orthodox to the Catholic faith in Volyn.
Patterned after Western universities, the
Ostroh curriculum included Church
Slavonic, Greek, Latin, theology, philosophy, medicine, natural science, as well as
the classical liberal arts curriculum, the trivium (grammar, logic, rhetoric) and the
quadrivium (mathematics, astronomy,
geometry and music).
Although Ostroh Academy didn’t develop into a Western European-style university
as Count Ostrozky had hoped, it did
become the foremost Orthodox academy of
its time, predating the Orthodox academy
founded in Kyiv in 1632. Thanks to the
efforts of two Ostroh Academy graduates,
Y. Boretzky and Elisey Pletenetsky, the
Kyiv academy came under the patronage of
Metropolitan Petro Mohyla and came to be
called the Mohyla Academy. Another
famous Ostroh graduate was Petro
Sahaidachny, who later became hetman.
The Ostroh Press was established in
1578 and in 1780-1781 Prince Ostrovsky
underwrote the publication of the “Ostroh
Bible”, the first complete Church Slavonic
edition of the canonical Old and New
Testaments. With close to 1,400 headpieces,
initials and tailpieces, the 628 folio-book
remains one of the grandest examples of
printing in late 16th century Ukraine.
Prince Ostrozky was committed to lay
involvement in church affairs. He helped
establish Orthodox brotherhoods and

became a leader among those who opposed
the 1596 Union of Brest, not because he
was opposed to Catholic/Orthodox unity in
Ukraine, but because he believed the union
should have been an ecumenical process
involving secular church patrons.
Once the Jesuits established a rival academy in Ostroh in 1624, however, Ostroh
Academy went into decline. By 1636, it
ceased to exist. It remained a pedagogical
model for the many Orthodox Brotherhood
schools that sprung up throughout Ukraine
later in the century.
Soon after the collapse of the Soviet
Union, a group of Ukrainian patriotic intellectuals, such as Mohyla Academy
President Dr. Viacheslav Briukhovetsky,
and others came together to resurrect the
ancient institution and to mold it into a premier institution of higher learning in modern Ukraine. It was not an easy task. Ostroh
had become a rundown backwater town of
some 13,000 inhabitants under Soviet rule
with poor roads, a decrepit hotel and little
industry. The idea was prompted by various
local zealots who, beginning in 1994 were
able to attract such outstanding scholars as
Dr. Ihor Pasichnyk, a professor of psychology who became the school’s reactor, and the
renowned professor of history, Dr. Mykola
Kovalsky.
During its short existence, the National
University of Ostroh Academy has attracted
international support for its programs.
Professors from throughout Ukraine as well
as the United States and Canada have lectured there. Northern Illinois University
(NIU) established an exchange program
with Ostroh university which permits
American scholars to teach summer courses
at Ostroh and Ostroh professors to study for
their M.S.Ed. degrees at NIU.
NIU professors Jeff Mirel, David Ripley,
Bill McCready and I have taught at Ostroh.
Thus far, four professors – Natalia
Lominska, now a vice-reactor at Ostroh,
Vasyl Zhukovsky, Kateryna Roshchuk, and
Victoria Kontsigir – have been awarded
NIU degrees.
Today Ukraine suffers from a dearth of
published works in the social sciences,
especially in the fields of philosophy, education and history. Theses at NIU, therefore,
are aimed at Ukrainian teachers as much as
for American teachers. Prof. Lominska’s
thesis “Language Education and National
Identity in Ukraine: An Historical Analysis”
has been translated and published in
English and Ukrainian by the Ostroh university press. Other theses being translated
include “Moral Values Education in
American and Ukrainian Schools, 19701998” by Prof. M. Zhukovsky, “Progressive
Education in an Independent Ukraine, Two
Perspectives: Francis Parker and Vasyl
Sukhomlynsky” by Prof. Roshchuk, and
“Character Education in an Independent
Ukraine, Two Perspectives: Thomas
Lickona and Hryhorii Vaschenko” by Prof.
Kontsigir.
Over $20,000 has been collected by
Ukrainians in North America for the
National University of Ostroh Academy
and the names of donors will be published
in early 2001. Those who wish to donate
and still take advantage of a tax deduction
this year should make their checks out to
the UNA Foundation/Ostroh Fund and mail
them to this writer at 107 Ilehamwood
Drive, DeKalb, IL 60115. The monies will
be greatly appreciated in Ukraine.
Myron Kuropas’ e-mail address is:
mbkuropas@compuserve.com
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Newton, Iowa, promotes Ukraine through sister-city relationship
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by Deanna T. Yurchuk

PARSIPPANY, N.J. – Newton, Iowa, has perhaps one
of the most active Ukrainian communities in the country. They send aid to Ukraine, teach Ukrainian culture in
their local high school and hold concerts in honor of
Taras Shevchenko.
Yet almost none of its residents are Ukrainian. Their
connection with Ukraine lies in their four-year sistercity relationship with the city of Smila in Cherkasy
Oblast.
Vladimir and Irene Bassis, a couple who first came to
the United States from Cherkasy in 1989 and eventually
settled in Newton, initiated the idea for a sister-city program between the two cities. By June 1991 a protocol of
intentions had been drawn up between the two cities by
the Iowa Peace Institute of Grinnell, and a year later the
Organization Promoting Everlasting Neighbors (OPEN)
became involved in the development of the program.
The agreement for a sister-city relationship became official in May 1996, according to OPEN Board Member
Barry Hurto.
The concept of sister cities is not new. Such affiliations between the United States and other countries
began after World War II when President Dwight D.
Eisenhower proposed the “People to People Program”
(www.sister-citites.org). Through OPEN, Newton and
Smila have become official members of Sister Cities
International, according to Mr. Bassis.
Cherkasy Oblast lies on both banks of the Dnipro
River in the forest-steppe belt of central Ukraine.
Similarly situated, Iowa is a state in the prairies of the
north-central United States.
The pairing of Smila and Newton has been successful
because the regions have a lot in common, said Consul
Ludmila Protasova at Ukraine’s Consulate General in
Chicago. Both are agricultural states with continental
climates, similar size population and a manufacturingbased economy, according to Mr. Hurto.
Jane Ann Cotton, OPEN chairperson, heads the committee whose goal it has been “to promote democracy
and citizen participation in global outreach programs
and to recognize mutual benefits of education, culture,
agriculture and trade,” according to Mr. Hurto. The
committee consists of members from all spheres of
Newton community life. Among them are the city
judge, businessmen, teachers and artists. “A majority of
them are working citizens who devote their time to participate in the program,” Mr. Basis said. “Some even
travel to Ukraine.”
In an effort to fulfill their objective, a course titled
Ukrainian Culture was incorporated into the Newton
High School curriculum three years ago and is taught
every year by Mr. and Mrs. Bassis. “From the very
beginning, my wife and I have tried to inform the
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American population about our Ukrainian heritage,”
Mr. Bassis said.
Newton residents have also seen numerous lectures
on Ukrainian topics such as history and tradition, he
continued. Recently, Mr. Bassis wrote a book, which is
part of the series “Cultures of the World.” It has become
a reference book for Americans who wish to learn about
Ukraine, he said.
Through the efforts of OPEN, three to five
Ukrainian exchange students come to study in Newton
every year. During summer vacation students from
Iowa often travel to Smila to visit their classmates.
There the American students have the opportunity to
witness what they have learned in their classes and
from their friends.
For students who have not yet visited their sister
state, Marvin Campbell, a local Newton artist holds a
yearly art contest in which elementary school students
imagine and illustrate “How do I see my sister state?”
The drawings are then displayed in both the Cherkasy
Oblast and Iowa. In March 1997 Mr. Campbell also
exhibited his own Iowa paintings in three cities in
Ukraine, according to Mr. Hurto.
(Continued on page 29)

UKRAINIAN ENGINEERS SOCIETY OF AMERICA

The Grand Ballroom of the Park Hyatt Hotel
at the Bellevue
Broad and Walnut Streets
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania

WILL HOLD ITS ANNUAL

Orchestra TEMPO

COCKTAILS at 6 PM, BANQUET at 7 PM
BALL at 9 PM
Additional information please contact:
Dr. Larysa Zaika
40 Johns Road, Cheltenham, PA 19012
(215) 635-7134

Volodymyr and Iryna Bassis, OPEN board members.

Singers from Ukraine with Ukraine’s Consul General in Chicago Borys Bazylevsky and Marvin Campbell.

SATURDAY, February 10,
2001
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TO REGISTER
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by Orysia Paszczak Tracz

Do you have your hemp seeds all ready? What about
the balabushky and the hungry dog? Is the kalyta all
smeared with honey and tied up on a string? How about
the melting beeswax? No, this isn’t Madame LaRue’s
kinky weed and raunch emporium. ... It’s just December
13, “Andriyivskyi Vechir,” (St.) Andrew’s Eve.
And even though it is the 21st century in North
America, teenagers and young adults in Plast, SUM and
other youth organizations will be celebrating St.
Andrew’s feast day with some strange – very strange rituals.
As with all Ukrainian “sviata” (no one English word
conveys the sense of sviato – holy day, holiday, feast,
festivity or a combination of all of these), they are a
blend of very old and ancient, Christian and preChristian. Way before this became a Christian feast day
celebrating St. Andrew, this day – the feast of Kalyta or
Kaleta was a celebration of youth, romance, foretelling
one’s romantic future and honoring the sun (it occurs
close to the Winter Solstice).
What is remembered and celebrated now in various
Ukrainian youth centers in North America is the fortune-telling. Now don’t get all fundamentalist and
super-Christian on me and tell me how terrible and
damning this is! It is all meant in fun, and carries no evil
strings.
Long ago, young men and women would gather in a
house for an evening of fun, a party, one of the attractions of which was trying to see who would marry
whom. This seeing into the future was quite creative,
with the help of animals, sounds, other people and many
games.
The young women would arrive early in the morning
to bake both the kalyta and little buns called “balabushky,” “balabonky” or “korzhyky” (these are
regional variations). Each knew what her balabushka
looked like. Once the festivities started, the balabushky
were lined up on the floor, and a hungry dog was let into
the room. Whichever balabushka he bit into first, that
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young woman would be the first to get married in the
new year. In some regions, it was a rooster who chose
the bun. Sometimes the young men also had balabushky
lined up. It was a sure thing if the dog or rooster chose
both his and her, for then the couple was sure to marry.
The girls would also go outside to listen to various
sounds. Depending from which direction a dog barked,
or a bird sang, that’s the direction her husband would be
from.
Counting fence posts and marking every ninth one
with a ribbon was another game – in the morning, the
girl checked what the ribbon-tied post looked like. If it
was old, ragged and crooked, she would marry some
old geezer. If the post branched off into two, she or he
would be married twice. If the post had no bark and
was bare, her husband would be just as poor. If the
post was very dry, she would marry a widower, and if
it had small branches and bumps, he would be a widower with children. But if the post was straight and
covered with bark, she would marry a tall, good-looking rich guy.
Girls would stop men walking down the village street
and ask their names. The first would then be the name of
the future husband. Pulling stalks of grain from the
grain bin also foretold if you would marry rich or poor –
a bare stalk vs. a kolosok, one with a full head of seeds.
On this evening it was OK to eavesdrop outside people’s windows, because depending what words you
heard, it indicated if you married or not in this year –
“idy” (go) or “sydy” (stay or sit).
Pouring melted beeswax or lead onto cold water and
then reading from the shapes formed also told you your
future. You could toss your shoe or boot and depending
on which direction the toe pointed, that is where your
fiancé would be from. Girls played spin the bottle, but
there was no kissing involved; the first to get married
would be the one to whom the bottle pointed.
The fortune-telling continued, after the party because
your dreams on this night also foretold the future. A falcon definitely told of a fiancé; a bridge across a river
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was the path to marriage.
On the next morning, St. Andrew’s Day, the girls ran
outside, pretended to dig in the soil (whether it was
already covered with snow or not), sowed hemp seeds,
and knelt down so that the skirt touched the soil, reciting, “Andriyu, Andriyu, konopli siyu, dymkoyu (or
spidnytseyu) volochu, zamizh vyity khochu!” (there are
many variants of this verse but, in essence: Andrew,
Andrew, I am sowing hemp, tamping it down with my
skirt. I really want to get married!) Much is lost in
translation, if it makes any sense at all, but in Ukrainian
– in context – it does pass on the wish of future marriage and happiness.
The kalyta/kaleta was a large round bread with a hole
in the middle and various designs pressed into the
dough. It was baked that day from the flour and water
brought by all participants of the party. Once out of the
oven, it was covered with honey and sometimes sprinkled with poppy seeds. The kalyta was strung with a red
ribbon through the hole, which was then tied to a pole.
Trying to bite the kalyta was the guys game, and this
(Continued on page 18)

Center for Contemporary Art
at UKMA exhibits “Two Sides”
by Yuliya Vaganova

KYIV – the Center for Contemporary Art at the
National University of Kyiv-Mohyla Academy presented the exhibition “Two Sides” on November 3December 3.
Curated by Natalia Filonenko of the Institute of
Unstable Thoughts, the idea and selection criteria for
the works exhibited in “Two Sides” emerged from the
fact that all things in the world have at least two dimensions, and each object or phenomenon can be seen from
at least two sides. The principle of things having “two
sides” can call up a whole variety of associations.
Moreover, this provides freedom of choice and the possibility to study the social and a esthetic relationships
between works, analogues and contradictions.
Exhibition curator Natalia Filonenko said she hoped
that “Two Sides” would promote an open discussion on
various topics concerning the reality surrounding us and
its multidimensionality. Seventeen artists were represented: Oleksander Vereschak and Margarita Zinets,
Maksym Mamsikov, Illia Chichkan, Oleksander
Hnylytsky and Ksenia Hnylytska, Dmytro Kavsan,
Kyrylo Protsenko, Iryna Lastovkina and Illia Isupov
(from Kyiv), Serhii Bratkov, Serhii Illin (Kharkiv),
Serhii Anufriiev, Oleksander Petrelli, Dmytro Dulfan,
Hlib Katchuk and Olga Kashymbekova (Odesa).
In the works presented in “Two Sides,” the artists
attempt to portray the reverse side of things – things in
society, where all appears straightforward, transparent
and free of mystery or illusion. The Ukrainian artists
chose undefined and rather radical ways of portraying
the visible and invisible. Their ideas, both progressive
and provocative, reflected on the recent past and looked
at new distances, new measures of sentimentalism and
cynicism with regard to different things. “Two Sides”
prompted viewers to think about the two-sidedness or
even multi-sidedness of the world, which is usually seen
as being straight and simple.
The exhibition created conceptual and formal relationships between the different artworks. Pairs of works
by different artists, or a single artist, were juxtaposed;
even a single work could entail contradictions within
itself – especially if it was built on conflict, in accordance with the artistic strategy popular today.
The curator followed this idea also in selecting the
genre of the works: the exhibition includes photographs,
video, sculpture, paintings, as well as musical works
and improvisations.
The project’s implementation was supported by the
International Renaissance Foundation, the Pro Helvetia
Ukraine Foundation, and the Polish Institute in Kyiv,
3M.
CCA sponsors are the “1+1” TV channel, the magazines “Pik” and What’s On, and Lux Radio FM,
LuckyNet, FDR and Evroformat.
The Center for Contemporary Art was established by
George Soros.
Yuliya Vaganova is program coordinator at the
Center for Contemporary Art.
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NEW RELEASE: Koliady from Ukraine
by Marta Baczynsky

NEW YORK – The aim of The
Ukrainian Museum is to preserve the
attributes of the cultural heritage of
Ukrainian Americans. Our holiday traditions are greatly treasured and passed on
from generation to generation. They are
rich in rituals, in music, and in the spiritual
celebrations of our faith. This continuity is
exhibited in many ways, most recently in a
new musical and vocal arrangement of
Ukrainian Christmas carols from Ukraine
titled “Ukrainian Christmas”, which is
available at the Museum Gift Shop. This
most beautifully executed presentation of
carols on CD and cassette, was recorded
by the National Symphony Orchestra of
Ukraine with the Kyiv Chamber Choir.
The National Symphony Orchestra of
Ukraine was founded in 1918 and is
presently under the direction of the accomplished conductor Volodymyr Sirenko. It
has performed throughout Europe, and
recorded national and international symphonic compositions from baroque to contemporary avant-garde.
The Kyiv Chamber Choir under the
direction of Mykola Hobdych, was founded in 1990 and is composed of professional singers. The choir has performed in the
United States and in most countries of
Europe. Its repertoire consists of medieval,
renaissance, baroque, classical, romantic
and modern music.
Caroling – one of the most beautiful traditions in the Ukrainian cultural treasury –
is an inherent part of the Christmas celebrations, although carols, or “koliady,”
originated a long time before Christianity
came to Ukraine. Like many other traditions that have survived from antiquity,
these songs voiced the concerns of an
agrarian community, referring in verse and
music to nature and its bounty, to family
and relationships between people. Many of
the ancient carols were preserved to this
day and remain in the contemporary
Ukrainian Christmas repertoire. With
Christianity came the majestic, yet tender
story of the birth of Jesus. Carols glorifying this event became the vehicle for
retelling each and every year the wonder
of that occurrence.
According to Oleksa Voropay, who in
1958 published a two-volume work titled
“The Customs of our People,” which contains a good deal of information on
Ukrainian ethnography and folklore, there
are interesting theories as to the origins of

the word “koliada.” It probably was
derived from the Latin name for New Year,
which in ancient Rome was called “calendae januariae.” Another theory points to
the origin of the word “koliada” in the
Slavic mythology, where a pagan god
named Koliada appears in the celebrations
of the winter solstice.
In the Ukrainian tradition there are two
groups of Christmas carols: koliady and
“schedrivky” (derived from the word
“shchedryi,” meaning generous). The latter
are sung from New Year’s Day until the
Feast of the Epiphany.
Ukrainian koliady have various themes.
The ones with religious themes became
most widespread in the second half of the
19th century and are still sung today. They
tell the story of the birth and life of Jesus.
The koliady with agricultural and nature
themes, wedding themes, some with pagan
mythological elements, others dealing with
warriors or hunters, as well as historic
heroic episodes mainly from the ninth to
12th centuries, are not that widely known.
Glorification songs make up one of the
largest groups of koliady. In these songs
the farmer or landowner, and his wife and
children are praised and glorified.
Ukrainian koliady have a purpose: to
glorify God, rejoice in the birth of Jesus,
and to express wishes of good health,
happiness and prosperity. These joyful
and beautiful songs are a spiritual confirmation and celebration of life through
which the time-honored folk and religious
traditions of our ancestors are continued.
From the simple village koliady to their
refinement by such noted Ukrainian composers as Stetsenko, Leontovych,
Barvinsky and others, the words and
melodies of these carols are a tribute to
the cultural and spiritual wealth of the
Ukrainian people.
The koliady and schedrivky on the
recording “Ukrainian Christmas” are alltime favorites that anyone who is of
Ukrainian heritage has loved and sung
from childhood, such as “Nova Radist
Stala,” “Na Nebi Zirka,” “Khrystos
Rodyvsia” and “Schedryk,” among many
others. There are 18 carols in all.
The price of the CDs is $15, and cassettes
are $10 each. For mail orders add postage
and handling charges of $3. (Credit cards
are accepted.) For information contact: The
Ukrainian Museum, 203 Second Ave., New
York, NY 10003; telephone, (212) 2280110; e-mail, UkrMus@aol.com; webpage:
http://www.ukrainianmuseum.org/.
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SRO crowd attends Kyiv premiere of feature film about Shukhevych
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by Stepan Bandera

KYIV – The life of Gen. Roman Shukhevych was resurrected on the big screen in the premiere of Oles Yanchuk’s
new film “Undefeated” (Neskorenyi). It was standing room
only on November 11, as more than 1,500 people packed
the two theaters of Kyiv’s Kino House. Many more people
showed up, but were turned away.
The full-length feature received an eight-minute standing
ovation when it was over. The audience included Prime
Minister Victor Yuschenko, Minister of Culture Bohdan
Stupka, Canadian Ambassador to Ukraine Derek Fraser, a
score of national deputies, governmental advisors, diaspora
dignitaries and Ukrainian TV and movie stars.
Focusing on the persona of Mr. Shukhevych, the movie
recounts the Ukrainian Insurgent Army’s (UPA) guerrilla
battles with both the Soviet and the Nazi forces in western
Ukraine during the second world war and into the 1950s.
Mr. Shukhevych was found and killed by the NKVD
(KGB) in 1950.
The movie combines historical accuracy with artistic
license to tell the story of how Mr. Shukhevych and the
200,000 soldiers of the UPA sacrificed everything – family, friends, their own lives – for Ukraine’s freedom. In the
past, Soviet propaganda had portrayed Mr. Shukhevych as
a traitor.
“There are too many ‘black holes’ in our history, and
today this movie is very important,” Mr. Stupka said.
“People need to know their history – particularly young
people.”
“I never cry at movies,” Ukrainian World Congress
President Askold Lozynskyj told Mr. Yanchuk after seeing
the movie. “Tonight, I cried three times,” he added.
The performance of Hryhoriy Hladiy, the Ukrainianborn Montreal-based actor who plays Mr. Shukhevych,
elicited an emotional response from viewers. Mr. Hladiy
worked from Vasyl Portiak’s screenplay to play a man
whose personal and family life were torn apart.
The director of photography, Oleksiy Zolotaryov,
brought the picturesque forests of the Carpathian
Mountains to the big screen.
The movie will have a run in Ukrainian theaters before
Stepan Bandera is a free-lance writer who splits his time
between Kyiv and Toronto.

Hryhoriy Hladiy, as Roman Shukhevych-Taras Chuprynka, consoles villagers in western Ukraine after an
NKVD massacre.

going to TV and video in a year’s time. North American
audiences will have a chance to see the movie in early
spring of next year. The U.S. debut will take place in New
York, and then will be screened in theaters across North
America. Mr. Yanchuk said he also plans to show the movie
at film festivals in Europe and the United States.
The Ukrainian Congress Committee of America, the
Dovzhenko Film Studios, Ukraine’s Ministry of Culture,
Olesfilm Studios and Zemlya Artists’ Union all pitched in to
help produce “Undefeated.” Additional financial support
was provided by the Halychyna trade center, and the IvanoFrankivsk city and oblast administrations.
”I am very grateful to the UCCA and the diaspora in
North America for their contribution and support of this

BEST SITE ABOUT UKRAINE
WWW.UKRAINE-TODAY.COM
and WWW.PRONAS.NET

project,” Mr. Yanchuk said. He added that, without their
help, “Undefeated” – four years in the making, would not
have seen the light of day. Due to financial constraints, the
struggling Ukrainian film industry produced only two films
last year.
“Undefeated” is Mr. Yanchuk’s third full-length feature
film. It is the second film produced jointly by Olesfilm, the
Dovzhenko Film Studios, the Ukrainian Congress
Committee of America and Ukraine’s Ministry of Culture.
Mr. Yanchuk’s earlier cinematic offerings include “Holod
‘33” (1991), a harrowing account of the 1932-1933 Great
Famine; and “Atentat” (1995), the story of the Organization
of Ukrainian Nationalists and the assassination of their
leader.
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MUSIC REVIEW: Paris to Kyiv ensemble’s newest soundscapes
by Marcia Ostashewski

Listeners will immediately recognize the rich soundscapes of Paris to Kyiv as part of a larger world music
phenomenon that embraces localized, ethnically identified music. These “world musics” fuse capital, technical
and musical elements from diverse origins, with “ethnic” discourses.
Loreena McKennitt, The Rankins, The Gypsy Kings
and Riverdance productions are only a few in a long list
of successful artistic ventures. Alexis Kochan and Paris
to Kyiv have joined this list of successes. Their newest
CD, “Prairie Nights and Peacock Feathers,” draws upon
multiple layers of Ukrainian traditions and incorporates
the energy and experiences of multi-talented musicians.
The music on this recording moves fluidly through
various textures and timbres, and changing sonic worlds
of fantasy and village, providing the listener with a cinematiscopic sound adventure.
“Oi Kraseniu Iasen” offers a contemplative introduction to a CD filled with a luscious and gentle, sometimes
playful series of songs and dances. In this first piece,
Ms. Kochan’s silky voice is met with the deep and warm
voice of multi-instrumentalist Julian Kytasty, who is
renowned for his work with the bandura.
Mr. Kytasty leads the next track, “Dance Five”, in
which rhythmic play is driven by the bandura through
lilting musical dialogue and exciting instrumental interchange.
The sonic space between the layers of sparse instrumentation in “Bukovynska Koliada” conjures graceful
images of ancient plains and powerful natural forces. An
immediate contrast within this piece, achieved with a
more lush instrumentation and pulsating rhythm, sug-

gests an exploration of paganistic spaces that are
remembered as simultaneously sacred and profane. “The
Well/Comfort of Darkness” is an epic work that tells a
story of travel via sonic content. The music moves from
celestial sounds, to grounded Ukrainian folksong lyrics
and the familiar woman’s story of unrequited love, to a
new age, new-world English-language, acoustic guitaraccompanied song. The velvet quality of Richard
Moody’s voice in this song is truly comforting.
“Dance Six” entices the listener once more with a
short bit of village fun. A medley of “Spring Songs,”
and “Polyphonic Songs” carries words that come from
villages of by gone times into the experimental soundspaces experienced in contemporary lives. In a recreation of the previously, and very differently, recorded
“Pavochka,” a luxurious layering of musical sonorities
warmly envelops and seduces the listener.
“Dance Four,” the ninth of 12 tracks, briefly
announces the final segment of this journey from Paris
to Kyiv. A beautiful and unadorned melody introduces
the lament of a Ukrainian woman who has lost her child
in “Plach”; a newly created and moving response from
this same child is given in English as the second half of
this piece.
“U Lisku” is the last of the danceable tunes on the
CD; new world instruments and old world lyrics proffer
a final combinatory example of the music of Paris to
Kyiv. The “Chumak Song” brings to mind once more
the idea of travel as the music bids a farewell. The
Chumaks were salt-traders of Ukraine – mythologized
to have secretly carried the gold of Kozakdom to
England. Within the context of this CD, which journeys
between the languages of Ukraine and England, this
serves as commentary. The song of these legendary trav-

elers presents cogent issues dealing with borders, a
poignant topic for diaspora Ukrainians who are at the
root of this musical venture.
In today’s debates about modernity and the transnational processes of globalization, people tend to reference mainly stylistic features – pastiche, conflation of
elements from different time periods, etc. The choices
we make in constructing post-modern senses of identity,
vis-à-vis the artistic and musical productions such as
those of Paris to Kyiv, are not made from a limitless
range; these choices are made depending on economics,
politics and culture.
The work of Ms. Kochan, which has enabled the
(Continued on page 29)
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by Yaro Bihun

Special to The Ukrainian Weekly

Yaro Bihun

Orest “Gogo” Slupchynskyj during an exhibit of his works in Washington.

WASHINGTON – According to legend, every year a Tatar khan would send
his warriors to the conquered villages
within his realm to collect tribute. On their
return, he would ask how the villagers
reacted. “They cried,” was the reply year
after year. Then, one year, the response
was different. “They laughed,” his minions said. “Now they really have nothing,”
the khan replied and commanded that the
villages be left alone for 10 years.
Anna Chumachenko, who studies cultural developments in the Ukrainian diaspora, recalled this legend while introducing New York caricaturist Orest “Gogo”
Slupchynskyj during an exhibit of his
drawings here in early November.
Psychologists, she said, have found that
survivors of wars and other calamities
could better cope with their loss and suffering with the help of humor, satire and
laughter. And that was how “Gogo” found

Gogo’s depiction of the election of presidents (1987) of the Ukrainian National Association and the Ukrainian Fraternal
Association.

Gogo’s post card for the “Burlaky” Plast fraternity’s Ski Camp in 1986.
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his muse – as a wounded and defeated
prisoner of war at the Rimini POW camp
in Italy, where the bulk of the Ukrainian
Galicia Division was detained following
World War II.
While there, Gogo illustrated the
camp’s satirical magazine Osa (The
Wasp), and since then, with the help of his
pen and wit, he has chronicled the life of
the post-war Ukrainian diaspora with caricatures of its politics, culture and day-today life in “dyviziinyk” publications, the
satirical magazine Lys Mykyta and in various Plast publications, primarily those of
the “Burlaky” scouting fraternity.
Mr. Slupchynskyj was born in 1925 in
Upper Silesia, Poland, but when he was
old enough for high school, his father, a
teacher, sent him to study in Sambir. He
showed an interest in art as a teenager, but
it wasn’t caricatures that attracted him at
first. His first love, he said, was drawing
scenes of battle.
When World War II began, he would
soon get to know his subject matter firsthand. At 18 he joined the “Galicia”
Division, which was being organized by
the Germans in western Ukraine in 1943.
He was seriously wounded at the bloody
battle against the Red Army at Brody, and
at war’s end he found himself in Rimini,
where he chronicled his life and that of his
comrades in arms – not in majestic military battle scenes, but in caricatures of a
soldier’s life.
In Rimini, his comrades christened him
“Gogo,” by which most people know him,
rather than by his given name, Orest. He is
known to have created scores of caricatures in Rimini, 46 of which were included
in “Zibralasia Kompaniya,” a book about
camp life in 1947, the year he decided to
escape.
Gogo came to the United States in
1951, settling first in Lorain, Ohio, where
he and a number of his fellow “Burlaky”
scouts helped each other find employment
at nearby U.S. Steel and Fruehoff Trailer
plants. From there he moved to
Harrisburg, Pa., where he could at least
work with pen in hand, as a draftsman,
and in 1958 to New York, where he still
resides today with his wife, Marichka, in
an apartment overlooking the East River.
The demise of Lys Mykyta, after its
publisher and famous caricaturist Edward
“Eko” Kozak died, brought to an end the
main outlet for Ukrainian diaspora satire
and political cartooning in the United
States. But Gogo never put down his pen;
he continued drawing illustrations, invitations, awards and the like, for organizations he valued, among them “Burlaky”
and the Brotherhood of Veterans of the 1st
Division of the Ukrainian National Army,
of course, as well as the Ukrainian
Engineers Society, the Ukrainian Institute
of America and The Ukrainian Museum in
New York. He has also illustrated and
designed more than two dozen books.
And, anyone lucky enough to be on his
e-mail list of friends, will occasionally
receive a digital version of a holiday or
personal greeting over the Internet.
Although Gogo continues to draw exclusively by hand, he recognizes the utility of
computers in his work. He is quick to add,
however, that the latest technology is not a
substitute for talent.
The Washington-area exhibit at Holy
Trinity Ukrainian Catholic Church, which
included some 40 drawings, covering all
the periods of his life’s work, was sponsored by the “Pershi Stezhi” Ukrainian
scouting sorority. His only other exhibit in
recent years was at the Ukrainian Institute
of America in 1998.
Gogo said that in his later years Eko
used to lament the fact that Ukrainians in
America had lost their appreciation of caricaturists and satirists.
Let’s hope the khan isn’t listening.
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DATELINE NEW YORK: “Destined for dizzy heights”

Actress Vera Farmiga has been in the acting profession for only three years, but she seems to be headed
straight for stardom. She appeared on movie screens
across the country in two important films released this
year. She co-stars in four major productions scheduled
for release in 2001. And she’s reportedly shooting
another film in Paris, a love story in which she has the
leading role.
Trevor White, senior editor of “America’s Elite 1000:
The Ultimate List,” who inteviewed the New Jersey
native for a recent issue of Madison Magazine, predicts
that “Vera Farmiga is destined for dizzy heights.” In the
September issue of Interview, Gregg Goldstein says
“this 26-year-old with cool intensity and piercing blue
eyes carries some powerful moments” playing the
estranged daughter of Christopher Walken in “The
Opportunists” and Richard Gere’s estranged daughter in
“Autumn in New York.”
The slender, loose-limbed, 5-foot-6-inch actress
admits to having enjoyed working with both Messrs.
Walken and Gere. She recently told Aaron Dalton of
SOMA magazine that the role in “The Opportunists”
also restored “the childish fun of going into a treasure
chest and picking out costumes and play-acting – I
haven’t had so much fun in a long time.”
The full range of Ms. Farmiga’s thespian talents will
come to light in three new movies and a television film
due to come out next year. Co-starring with Robert De
Niro and Edward Burns in the New Line Cinema production “Fifteen Minutes,” scheduled for release this coming
February, Ms. Farmiga plays a young Czech immigrant
who witnesses a crime and falls for the investigator
(Burns). In Gregory Pritikin’s romantic comedy
“Dummy,” she co-stars with Adrien Brody and Milla
Jovovich as the girl in the dreams of a socially inept fellow (Brody), who takes up ventriloquism to win her love.
She appears with Joseph Fiennes and Adrian Lester in the
independent movie “Dust,” filmed in Germany, and costars with Miranda Richardson and Tom Irwin in ABC’s
new interpretation of the classic tale “Snow White.”
Born in New Jersey in 1974, Ms. Farmiga was raised
in a strict Ukrainian Catholic home by her parents,
Michael and Luba Farmiga, and did not speak English
until she was 6 years old. She was a member of the Plast
Ukrainian Scouting Association and attended folk dance
camps and workshops run by Roma Pryma
Bohachevsky and the Syzokryli Ukrainian Dancers of
New York. Mrs. Bohachevsky remembers Ms. Farmiga
as a very talented, diligent student and an expressive
dancer, and Syzokryli members recall her as a wonderful dancer and a wonderful person – the type that everyone enjoyed being around.
Ms. Farmiga planned on becoming an optometrist,
but a stroke of fate intervened during her high school
years. Benched from her soccer team because she
lacked the requisite medical forms needed to play, she
turned to acting and gave a performance in the melodrama “Vampire” that led her into Syracuse University’s
acting program.
She has appeared in several Broadway and offBroadway productions, and starred as a Celtic warrior in
the Xena-style television series “Roar” on Fox TV. In
recent months, as her star began to shine, she has been the
subject of several interviews and feature stories, like Guy
Trebay’s colorful essay in The New York Times on the
filming of the movie “Dummy” in Whitestone, Queens.
(Most stories note her Ukrainian identity, some delve into
details of her Ukrainian upbringing.) Last month, in a tip
of the hat to the Guggenheim Museum’s exhibition of
designer Giorgio Armani’s creations, Interview magazine
ran a spread showing Ms. Farmiga and six hot models,
singers and TV actors in Armani fashions.
When she’s not on location or involved in photo
shoots, Ms. Farmiga can be found leading the simple
life at her upstate New York farm with her husband,
Scottish-French actor Sebastian Roche, who was her costar in “Roar.”

Didyk’s New York debut

Michael Didyk, the leading tenor of the National
Opera of Ukraine in Kyiv, made his New York debut in
November with four performances at the City Opera in
Verdi’s brilliant opera “Rigoletto,” winning this commendation from Bernard Holland of The New York
Times: “Misha Didyk as the Duke had the most confident Verdian style. His lightish tenor found itself under
sporadic pressure (it is not an easy role) and prone to
drifting pitch. Yet taking into account the dullness of the
State Theater’s acoustics, Mr. Didyk had presence

enough to hold our interest.”
His friends report that Mr. Didyk, considered a master of the bel canto style called for in “Rigoletto,” was
feeling unwell before the premiere performance and
somewhat apprehensive about his first encounter with
New York audiences and critics. In earlier appearances
with the Opera Company of Philadelphia, the young
Ukrainian tenor had fared well with the Philadelphia
Inquirer. That publication’s music critic wrote that “all
the necessary elements (ringing high notes, the randy
characteristics) are there, even if the lower range is a bit
weak. The voice may not have star quality, but it’s likely
to be welcomed in the best opera houses.”
Mr. Didyk, who has sung the leading tenor roles in
“Rigoletto,” “La Traviata,” “La Bohème” and “Eugene
Onegin” with his home company, made his debut at the
Bolshoi Theater in Moscow as Alfredo in “Traviata” in
1997 and with the Finnish National Opera in a new production of “Anna Bolena” in 1998. Last year he debuted
with the New Israeli Opera as the Duke in “Rigoletto”
and returned to Helsinki for a revival of “Anna Bolena.”
Born in the Khmelnytskyi region of Ukraine, Mr.
Didyk made his American debut in the fall of 1999 with
the Opera Company of Philadelphia and appeared as
Pinkerton in “Madama Butterfly” in San Juan last
spring. During the 2000-2001 season, he is scheduled to
appear with Michigan Opera Theater in “Traviata” and
to make his Italian debut in Genoa, in the opera “Don
Carlo.” The following season he will make his debut
with Opera Pacific as the Duke in “Rigoletto,” returns to
Philadelphia in “Madama Butterfly” and appears in
Marseille as Macduff in a new production of
“Macbeth.” He has been invited to open the 2002-2003
season at Opera Pacific as Rodolfo in “La Bohème.”
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Vera Farmiga

Baker bows in cabaret

Singer/actress MaryEllen Baker, an alumna of New
York’s Gilbert & Sullivan Players, made her bow before
a New York cabaret audience recently with a performance at the popular West side piano bar “Don’t Tell
Mama.” Ms. Baker took part in a cabaret performance/
workshop that included solo acts and a group session by
several young men and women who aspire to make a
name on Broadway or in cabaret.
An engaging performer who charmed listeners with
her vivacious manner, appealing voice and comic patter,
Ms. Baker had the crowd in stitches with her upscale
rendition of Cole Porter’s “The Physician” – the doctor/boyfriend who looked after her physical condition
but “never said he loved me.” She gave a poignant quality to the romantic song “They Were You,” from the
long-running musical “The Fantasticks,” with music by
Harvey Schmidt and words by Tom Jones. And with her
mother’s wedding veil atop her blond locks, she skipped
jauntily through Stephen Sondheim’s “I’m Not Getting
Married Today,” a rapid-fire tongue-twisting number
from the musical “Company.”
No one needs to tell mama about MaryEllen, because
proud mama Stella Zacharczuk Baker was right there in
the front row, basking in the glow of her daughter’s talent for vocalizing and chattering. Warren Kelly, co-producer of the show with Stephen Katz, said the New
Jersey native shows great potential for cabaret, an art
that, as he explained, asks the performer to be intimate
in some way – to reveal, to be personal, to have a point
of view, even if it’s just the artist’s sense of humor or
taste – in a small space that brings the performer and the
tightly packed audience very close to each other.
A graduate of New York’s Wagner College, where
she majored in speech and theater and also studied
music, Ms. Baker is trained in acting, dance and voice.
Her stage experience includes summer stock in
Tennessee, Virginia, North Carolina and upstate New
York and a two-year stint with the famous Gilbert &
Sullivan Players.
In between assignments, she has gained experience in
TV commercials, industrial film work, stage make-up,
and roller and ice skating. On the side, she’s been a bartender, clerical worker and personal trainer. She’s been
concentrating on her personal life of late, but says she
would really like to undertake cabaret-style assignments. “Although I love the challenge of going to the
printed page and trying to create a character from the
author’s standpoint (in a play, a musical or a television
show), I’m interested in bringing myself to a character,
in making artistic choices I want, and using myself in a
different way than I can when I’m playing a character,”
she noted.
(Continued on page 21)

Michael Didyk

MaryEllen Baker
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PROFESSIONALS

SERVICES

ECONOMY AIRFARES

NYC/Kyiv $459
one way $339
NYC/Lviv $529
one way $399

+ tax

(round trip)

Attorney at Law

CRIMINAL AND CIVIL MATTERS
TO TRIAL AND APPEAL, COMPUTER LAW
Member of Bar: NJ, NY, CT, DC

+ tax
+ tax

Michael P. Hrycak, Esq.

316 Lenox Avenue, Westfield, NJ 07090
Office: (908) 789-1870, (732) 627-0517

(round trip)

+ tax

Practice Limited to Immigration Law

Fregata Travel

TATIANA B. DURBAK

250 West 57 Street, #1211
New York, NY 10107
Tel.: 212-541-5707 Fax: 212-262-3220

Attorney at Law

* Restrictions apply

MEEST AGENCY

We will pick up parcels from your home
24 hrs/day, 7 days/wk.
The lowest rates to Ukraine
Tel.: (973) 460-4302 or (888) 633-7853

101 Columbia Street
Albany, NY 12210

Tel.: (518) 433-0580 • Fax: (518) 427-1562
e-mail: tdur@capital.net

“KARPATY” HANDYMAN

PAINTING • RENOVATION • REPAIRS
INTERIOR/EXTERIOR

Quality work! Reasonable rates!
Quick turnaround!
Free estimates. No job too small.

Vasili Cholak
Tel. (718) 937-6821; Beeper (917) 491-6150

MARIA C. WYNNYK-GERULA
SALES ASSOCIATE
1996-98 NJAR Million Dollar Club
1999 NJAR Million Dollar Club Silver Level

(973) 778-5168 (ext. 150)
Fax: (973) 778-9307
Res.: (973) 773-4481
Pager: (973) 458-2397
RESIDENTIAL
BROKERAGE

789 Clifton Ave.
Clifton, NJ 07012
Independently owned and operated by
NRT Incorporated

ATTORNEY

JERRY
KUZEMCZAK
• accidents at work
• automobile accidents
• slip and fall
• medical malpractice

FIRST CONSULTATION IS FREE.
Fees collected only after
personal injury case is successful.

•
•
•
•
•
•

ALSO:
DWI
real estate
criminal and civil cases
traffic offenses
matrimonial matters
general consultation

WELT & DAVID

1373 Broad St, Clifton, N.J. 07013

OKSANA PIASECKYJ
REALTOR-ASSOCIATE

Tel.: (305) 604-8000 • Fax: (305) 604-8282
E-mail: piaseo@earthlink.net
KENT KARLOCK
REALTY
450 41st Street
Miami Beach, FL 33140
If you are looking to buy
or sell in the Miami area,
call (305) 935-7151
Each office is independently owned and operated.

(973) 773-9800
HELP WANTED

EUROPEAN WOODART CORPORATION
looking for experienced woodworkers (craftsmen),
as well as design artist experienced in designing
and building furniture. Good pay, interesting work,
Ukrainian-speaking workforce.
We are located on a sunny peninsula in Florida.
Vasyl Boychuk,
(904) 740-7740 (day); (407) 574-7796 (eve.).

FOR SALE
ìÏÂ·Î¸Ó‚‡ÌËÈ ‡Ô‡ðÚÏÂÌÚ ◊ÍÓÌ‰Ó“
‰Îfl ÒÂÌ¸ÈÓð¥‚ ‚¥ÍÓÏ ‚¥‰ 50 ðÓÍ¥‚,
2 ÒÔ‡Î¸Ì¥, ‚¥-Ú‡Î¸Ìfl, ÍÛıÌfl ¥ Î‡ÁÌË˜Í‡
‚ St. Petersburg, FL.15 ı‚ËÎËÌ Ô¥¯ÍË
‚¥‰ ‚Ó‰Ë. èðËÒÚÛÔÌ‡ ˆ¥Ì‡ 30,000.00 ‰ÓÎ.

(727) 367-7543
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(Continued from page 6)
than recommend) that the above be done
was defeated by a vote of 13 against, 8 for
and 1 abstention.
All delegates to the previous convention
– who will be voting on amending the UNA
By-Laws via mail ballot – are to receive all
the proposals by the end of January.
Afterwards, the proposed amendments are
to be discussed at the spring meetings of
UNA district committees.
During the afternoon session the
Standing Committee on Soyuzivka, in the
persons of First Vice-President Kuropas and
Advisor Szmagala, reported to the full
General Assembly. They stated that it was
unequivocally agreed that the UNA and the
Ukrainian community need Soyuzivka. The
committee has taken it upon itself during
the next six months to develop a comprehensive business plan for Soyuzivka,
including improvements to the resort’s facilities, staffing and programming, and to consider comprehensive funding options to
facilitate those improvements.
Noting the fact that the Ukrainian
Fraternal Association’s Verkhovyna Resort
is being sold, members of the Standing
Committee said they intend to actively pursue unique and novel options to save
Soyuzivka, as well as to secure funding for
upgrades to the facility. The committee is
chaired by First Vice-President Kuropas; its
members include Advisors Szmagala,
Chudolij, Kachkowski, Szeremeta,
Hawryluk and Kolessa, and Soyuzivka
Manager Flis.
The committee’s recommendations were
approved by a vote of 21 for, with no votes
against and no abstentions. President
Diachuk then requested that within two
weeks she receive an outline of how the
committee intends to proceed. The General
Assembly is to be apprised of all developments.
Next on the agenda was a review of the

Verkhovna Rada hearing...

(Continued from page 3)
fossil fuels to tide Ukraine over until the
Khmelnytskyi and Rivne plants are completed.
Closing Chornobyl is expected to cost
$1.4 billion, with the EBRD supplying $220
million. The European Union has promised
$585 million, while the United States
France, Sweden and Spain have committed
to $350 million, Russia to $105 million and
Ukraine’s Enerhoatom to $160 million.
Reconstruction of the domed covering
around reactor No. 4, commonly referred
to as the sarcophagus, will take an additional $758 million, with $713 million of
that amount already having been collected at two separate donors’ conferences,
one in New York in 1997 and the most
recent one this past June in Berlin.
Verkhovna Rada Chairman Pliusch
presided over the hearings, which

Celebrating...

(Continued from page 12)
was not an easy task. One man held the
pole, dangling the kalyta in front of another young man, “riding” on a kotsiuba (andiron). The rider tried to jump up and bite
the honey-smeared kalyta, while those all
around tried to make him laugh. If he did
laugh, another participant would smudge
his face with a wet soot-filled rag. Each
young man in turn, tried to get a bite out of
the kalyta. There are various explanations
of this ritual, such as the round bread symbolizing the sun, with winter trying to
destroy the sun (taking a bite out of it).
The dinner prepared for this evening
was meatless (it was “pist” – Advent),
but still satisfying. It was a pot-luck din-
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UNA’s Manuals, which cover the activity of
UNA funds, branches, district committees,
insurance policies, benefits and various procedural issues. Some changes were made to
update the manuals with the aim of bringing
them into line with current practices.
The final item on the agenda for
Saturday was a vote on an increase in annual subscription prices for both Svoboda and
The Ukrainian Weekly. It was unanimously
decided to institute an across-the-board
increase of $5 per year that would take
effect in April. Thus, the price of a yearly
subscription to either newspaper will be $45
for members and $55 for non-members.
The banquet that evening, which was
preceded by a cocktail hour, featured a performance by bass Stefan Szkafarowsky,
with piano accompaniment provided by
Oksana Ravliuk-Protenic. The evening also
included a humorous presentation by honorary and senior members of the General
Assembly.
The Sunday session heard the report of
the Financial Committee, presented by Mr.
Kaczaraj, and the budget was accepted as
proposed by a vote of 19 for, 0 against and
0 abstentions.
Next came a motion to fill the vacancy
among UNA advisors. Vice-President
Kuropas made a motion, seconded by
Advisor Chudolij, to elect Ms. Hadzewycz,
who had served as an advisor in 1990-1998,
to serve the remainder of the term of the
Walter Korchynsky, who had died in July
1999. The vote was 14 for, 0 against and 3
abstentions.
Last on the agenda was “miscellaneous,”
with the following being among the topics
raised: the security of the mailing lists of the
UNA and its newspapers, erection of a
monument at Soyuzivka to Patriarch
Mstyslav I of the Ukrainian Orthodox
Church, marketing of the UNA’s newspaper, cooperation between the Home Office
and district committees, establishment of a
professional sales forces and redesign of the
UNA’s website.
involved presentations by Ukrainian ministers and heads of parliamentary committees involved in Chornobyl-related
issues, followed by representatives of the
various foreign delegations. He stated
that, contrary to what many people associated with the Chornobyl nuclear complex have said lately, the plant is not safe.
“Further operation of the Chornobyl
nuclear power plant is impossible without
large capital investments,” explained Mr.
Pliusch. He also rejected assertions by
opponents of the closing that Ukraine will
face energy shortages this winter as a result
of the decommissioning. The Parliament
chairman explained that if sufficient fuel is
available to Ukraine then it would easily
compensate for the 5 percent of Ukraine’s
electricity supplied by Chornobyl by
increasing output at thermal and hydroelectric plants. Mr. Pliusch said he is concerned
only that the West supply the money to purchase fossil fuels in a timely manner, as it
already had promised to do.

ner, with all the participants bringing the
ingredients for the kasha, holubtsi,
varenyky, kapusta and various pastries.
There are indications that originally,
the young women had their party on
Kateryna’s Day, just before Andrew’s
Day, but that later the two feast days
were blended into one.
Today’s young people, especially in
urban areas of New York, Toronto,
Chicago, Winnipeg and other centers in
North America, never have believed in
the magic and fortune-telling of
Andriyivskyi Vechir – not any more than
they believe that pouring water on each
other on “Oblyvanyi Ponedilok” makes
you healthy and all that – but it’s a way
of connecting to your ancestral roots,
and, hey, it’s just so much fun!
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Basilian Nuns elect superior
MIDDLETOWN, N.Y. – Sister
Bernadette Reshetylo OSBM was elected
superior of the Basilian Nuns of the
Sacred Heart Monastery in Middletown,
N.Y., on October 12. She succeeds
Mother Georgianna Snihur OSBM, who
was the superior since October 4, 1990.
Elected councillors were Sister Maria
Lubov Petroka as assistant to the superior

Newsbriefs

(Continued from page 2)

Did vice PM bribe Russian official?

KYIV – The press service of the
Procurator General’s Office told Interfax on
November 29 that Russian prosecutors suspect Vice Prime Minister Yulia Tymoshenko
of having bribed former Russian Vice
Minister of Defense Viacheslav Litvinov.
According to the service, Ms. Tymoshenko
rewarded Mr. Litvinov for his rendering of
unspecified favors to Ukraine’s Unified
Energy System, which she headed in 19951997. The service added that the Procurator
General’s Office will decide whether to
instigate criminal proceedings against Ms.
Tymoshenko only after a verdict is pronounced in the Litvinov case and the
Russian prosecutors send to Ukraine materials related to the case. (RFE/RL Newsline)
Tymoshenko pledges to fight corruption

KYIV – Vice Prime Minister Yulia
Tymoshenko has promised to start fighting
corruption in the coal mining industry,
which she called “the most corrupt sector”

Winner Ford chief...

(Continued from page 5)
future for business development as its economy is starting to grow. The financial crisis
of 1998 has actually strengthened local
manufacturers. The country now has a proactive prime minister, and foreign investment is increasing. The economic progress
of Ukraine’s Western neighbors serves as a
good example of economic progress.
Mr. Hynansky underlined that Ukraine
has to be given credit for how far it has
come in the past 10 years in relation to
where it began. Much more rapid progress
can be made by Ukraine if corruption and
bureaucracy were greatly reduced. Mr.
Hynansky referred to other problems,
which include frequently changing laws
(some retroactively), unreformed banking
laws, uncertain civil and contract law, generally low incomes and thus low levels of
demand, and an inflation rate of above 20
percent.
He concluded his presentation by
emphasizing that opportunities for business
people still exist in Ukraine, however, it is
important not to operate only for patriotic
reasons, but to build a sound profitable
business. He further advised that one
should expect that everything in Ukraine
will take twice as long and will cost twice
as much as first anticipated, and that one
should be very careful of partners and
maintain vigilance.
At the end of Mr. Hynansky’s talk, the
audience asked him numerous questions on
topics ranging from details about the car
distribution business in Ukraine to how Mr.
Hynansky interacts with Ukrainian politicians.
At the conclusion of the evening,
UAPBA President Leonard Mazur presented Mr. Hynansky with a plaque of appreciation. It was noted that through hard work
and dedication to sound principles, Winner
Automotive Group has become an outstanding example to others in Ukraine, and
Mr. Hynansky deserves recognition for his
outstanding entrepreneurial achievement.

and Sister Georgianna Snihur, second
councillor.
To preside over the Chapter of
Elections, Mother Dia Stasiuk, general
superior of the Order of the Sisters of St.
Basil the Great, delegated Sister
Elizabeth Bertoldi from the Basilian
province of Jesus Lover of Humanity in
Fox Chase Manor, Pa.

of the country’s economy. Ms. Tymoshenko
made the promise on November 20 in a
Kyiv court that was considering her husband’s request to release him from jail.
Oleksander Tymoshenko was arrested on
embezzlement charges three months ago.
Earlier this month he was also accused of
offering a bribe to former Prime Minister
Pavlo Lazarenko. “I’m not going to make a
deal with those corrupt clans that repeatedly
advised me to leave. ... My husband told
me that I should not quit my Cabinet post,
that I should continue with what I’m
doing,” Ms. Tymoshenko said. According
to the Ukrainska Pravda Internet newsletter,
Ms. Tymoshenko suggested that her resignation is the price she has to pay for her
husband’s release. (RFE/RL Newsline)
Talbott to takes globalization post at Yale

WASHINGTON – Deputy U.S.
Secretary of State Strobe Talbott, the
Clinton administration’s top Russia specialist, will move next year to Yale University
to direct an institute for the study of globalization, the university said on November
15. Mr. Talbott, a 1968 Yale graduate and a
former Yale trustee, will begin in July as
director of the new Yale Center for the
Study of Globalization. He will also serve
as a professor in the field of international
relations. He was named special adviser on
the former Soviet Union in 1993 and
deputy secretary of state in 1994.
(Bloomberg)
Lazarenko funds returned to Kyiv coffers

KYIV – The Prosecutor’s Office in
Switzerland has transferred 10.5 million
Swiss francs, which previously belonged to
Ukraine’s ex-Prime Minister Pavlo
Lazarenko to Ukraine’s GPO accounts,”
said Deputy Procurator General Mykola
Obikhod. He added that in October Ukraine
had received $4 million (U.S.) that was
seized from the accounts of Mr.
Lazarenko’s former adviser and associate
Petro Kyrychenko. (Eastern Economist)
Milan’s Shevchenko gets EU status

ROME – The Italian Football Federation
(FIGC) said on December 1 that it had
granted Ukrainian striker Andrii
Shevchenko European Union status after
heeding an appeal from his club, AC Milan.
Mr. Shevchenko has a Ukrainian passport,
but has been seeking EU legal status since
he arrived in Italy from Dynamo Kyiv at
the start of last season. Milan made an
appeal on his behalf on the basis of an
accord between the governments of Italy
and Ukraine. Mr. Shevchenko, a top scorer,
said in a Russian newspaper interview earlier this year he felt like a second-class citizen in Italy, where clubs are allowed only
five non-EU players on their books and a
maximum of three non-EU players at any
one time. (Reuters)
Kyiv reports 12.6 % industrial growth

KYIV – The chief of the presidential
administration, Volodymyr Lytvyn, told
Interfax on December 6 that Ukraine’s
industrial growth in January-November
was 12.6 percent. Mr. Lytvyn said the figure well exceeds the expectations of the
Ministry of the Economy, adding that the
government’s reforms are the main reason
for industrial growth. (RFE/RL Newsline)
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MERCHANDISE

YEVSHAN

Distributor of fine Ukrainian products - Cassettes, Compact
discs - Videos - Language tapes & Dictionaries - Computer
fonts for PC & MAC - Imported Icons - Ukrainian Stationery
- Cookbooks - Food parcels to Ukraine

Call for a free catalog

1-800-265-9858
VISA - MASTERCARD - AMEX ACCEPTED
FAX ORDERS ACCEPTED (514) 630-9960
BOX 325, BEACONSFIELD, QUEBEC
CANADA - H9W 5T8

T RYPILLIAN

Custom Crafted
Ceramics
Hutzul & Trypillian
Designs

FIRST QUALITY

MONUMENTS

UKRAINIAN TRADITIONAL-STYLE
SERVING NY/NJ/CT REGION CEMETERIES

OBLAST
MEMORIALS
P.O. BOX 746
Chester, NY 10918

914-469-4247

BILINGUAL HOME APPOINTMENTS

Ukrainian Software

www.allvirtualware.com

translation dictionary language fonts
spelling ocr cd-roms keyboard clipart

M. M. BOKALO
BOKALO

Give the gift
that will last
a whole year.

742 LINDEN AVENUE,
AVENUE, RAHWA
RAHWAY, NJ 07065

(732) 382-2223 / www.ukienet.com
www.ukienet.com
E - mail: mbtrypillian@aol.com

APON

NEW VIDEO TAPE FROM UKRAINE
POVSTANSKA ARMIJA UPA
PART 2. POJIZDKA PO LVOVI
APON–7802 $25.00

For Christmas, order these videos:
7772
New Year’s Eve
7778
Christmas Story
7780
Shchedryj Vetchir
7797
Liturgy
7797B Moleben by Pope John Paul II
Each Video $25.00
Apon Video, P.O. Box 3082
Long Island City, NY 11103
(718) 721-5599

Order a gift
subscription to
The Ukrainian Weekly.
For information please call:
(973) 292-9800 (Ext. 3042)

We can convert your video from European
system to American and vice versa

MUSICUS BORTNIANSKII

2282 Bloor St. W., Toronto, Ont., Canada M6S 1N9

GREAT VESPERS

WEST ARKA
Fine Gifts
Authentic Ukrainian Handicrafts
Art, Books, CDs, Ceramics
Embroidered Goods and Supplies
Gold Jewellery, Icons, Magazines
Newspapers, Pysankas and Supplies
All Services to Ukraine, Mail-orders
Tel.: (416) 762-8751

e-mail: andrew@westarka.com

Andrew R. CHORNY
Manager

Myron Maksymiw, Conductor
with Rev. Yaroslaw Dybka
celebrate on CD
by Myron Fedoriv

To order send Cnd $20.00 +3.99 S&H
($20.00 U.S. incl. S&H) to:
MUSICUS BORTNIANSKII
68 Ninth Street, #2, Etobicoke, Ont.,
M8V 3E3, Canada
Tel.: (416) 255-7378

Fax: (416) 767-6839

www.westarka.com

FAVORITE RECIPES
350 Ukrainian and American recipes
$8 plus $2 shipping
Ukrainian American Society
8102 E. Malvern
Tucson, AZ 85710-4241

http://www.ATU1.com

Authentic and Original imported Arts and Crafts

Pysanky

Jewelry

Stained Glass

Wood Crafts

Embroidery

Artworks

Pysanky Supplies

MISCELLANEOUS

Auto Donations
Children of Chornobyl Relief Fund
0-COST TAX DEDUCTIBLE
ANY CONDITION - FREE PICKUP
Any donation makes a difference
Toll free

1-866-850-0006
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Help yourself and the Subscription Department of The Ukrainian
Weekly by keeping track of your subscription expiration date (indicated in the top left-hand corner of your mailing label (year/month/date)
and sending in your renewal fee in advance of receiving an expiration
notice.
This way, you’ll be sure to enjoy each issue of The Ukrainian Weekly,
and will keep yourself informed of all the news you need to know.
Subscription renewals, along with a clipped-out mailing label,
should be sent to: The Ukrainian Weekly, Subscription Department, 2200
Route 10, P.O. Box 280, Parsippany, NJ 07054.
Subscription fees are: $40 for members of the Ukrainian National
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The Ukrainian Weekly 2000

Throughout its history, The Ukrainian
Weekly has been a chronicler of the times, a
reflection of our society, a purveyor of information, a leader of public opinion.
To mark the end of this millennium and
the beginning of a new one, the editors of
The Ukrainian Weekly have prepared “The
Ukrainian Weekly 2000,” a two-volume collection of the best and most significant stories
that have appeared in the newspaper since its
founding through 1999.
Volume I, now available, covers events
from 1933 through the 1960s.
All subscribers to The Weekly should have
received their copies in the mail. To order
additional copies of this unique book, please
use the clip-out form below.
“The Ukrainian Weekly 2000” is sure to become a resource for researchers, and a
keepsake for readers. A great gift idea!

A PERFECT CHRISTMAS GIFT
THE UKRAINIAN WEEKLY 2000

●

●

●
●
●

●
●

Number of books

$

VOLUME I

Total cost of books at $15.00 each

____________

Also, I would like to donate to The Ukrainian Weekly Press Fund
(check one): ❏ $25.00
❏ $50.00
❏ $75.00
(
❏ $100.00
❏ Other $ ____________
I would like to subscribe to The Ukrainian Weekly
(check one): ❏ $40.00 (for UNA members) ❏ $50.00

Please make check or money order payable to: The Ukrainian Weekly
Name

$ ____________
$ ____________

Total $ ____________

UNA Bramch Number (if applicable)

Street Address
City

$ ____________

Apt. #
State/Province

Zip/Postal Code

Mail to: The Ukrainian Weekly, 2200 Route 10, P.O. Box 280, Parsippany, NJ 07054
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(Continued from page 1)
cate the president whether the tape is
authentic or not?
While Mr. Moroz said he has already
had international experts verify the
authenticity of the tapes, he has not produced the names of the experts. Nor has
Mr. Moroz explained specifically who
handed him the tapes and why. He has
said only that a worker of the Security
Service of Ukraine turned the recording
over to him. The lawmaker has explained
that he waited about a month to make his
announcement because he wanted to
assure the safety of the Security Service
employee. Mr. Moroz has suggested that
the person, if indeed he does exist, has
left Ukraine with his family and is in
hiding, perhaps in Belgium or the
Netherlands.
The Security Service of Ukraine, however, issued a statement the day after Mr.
Moroz’s announcement that rejected
even the possibility that the tape could be
real. A spokesman explained that there is
no way the president’s telephone line
could have been bugged or conversation
picked up by outside electronic surveillance.
Ironically, less than two weeks earlier,
during a special television program on a
day in the life of President Kuchma, an
assertion was made that not only was it
possible but that the president’s office, in
fact, had been bugged earlier. During a
conversation between the current head of
state and his predecessor, Leonid
Kravchuk, the former president told a
story of how security officials found
dozens of listening devices in the panel
walls of the office soon after he took
office.
In any case, the day after Mr. Moroz
turned the cassette tape over to Mr.
Lavrynovych’s committee, a copy was
provided to the Council of Europe by
National Deputy Yurii Karmazyn, chairman of the Verkhovna Rada Committee
on Corruption and Organized Crime,
who asked the human rights body to do
an independent analysis of the contents.
Experts are also at loggerheads as to
whether it would be possible at all to
produce a forgery of such a tape. An editor for a new Ukrainian news publication, 2000, went out of his way in an article published on December 1 to state that
a forgery easily could have been developed using a relatively common computer feature called a ”talking mouse,” via
which a computer can read aloud text
that is presented on its screen. But most
knowledgeable sources agreed that such
voices would sound stilted and unnatural, which is not the case with the voices
on the tape.
The other question posed is who
would be interested in exposing a real or
fabricated discussion on a conspiracy of
murder by the president of Ukraine and
his team. The respected Kyiv weekly,
Dzerkalo Tyzhnia, in its December 2
issue, speculated on several possible theories. [Dzerkalo Tyzhnia, is the
Ukrainian-language version of Zerkalo
Nedeli, which has been published for
several months now and is increasingly
being referred to by the Ukrainian version of the name.]
Among the hypotheticals is one that
puts the onus on U.S. spy agencies,
while another one mentions Russian
intelligence networks.
In the first scenario, the theory goes
that U.S. intelligence forces gave Mr.
Moroz the audiocassette to destabilize
the situation in the country, which would
lead, if all went as planned, to the
removal or resignation of the president
from office and new elections. If this
were to happen, Prime Minister Viktor
Yuschenko, who has solid support in the
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West, would become the acting president.
The rationale is that because the various political oligarchs are currently snipping at one another Mr. Yuschenko’s
chances to get elected president are now
at a premium. In the end it would allow
the United States to solidify Ukraine’s
role as a buffer between Europe and a
reanimated Russia, while giving its businessmen a better toehold in the country.
Another theory holds that Russia is
responsible for giving Mr. Moroz the
tape. In this scenario the thinking is that
Russia, where imperialistic ambitions
have re-ignited and the Russian intelligence services under President Vladimir
Putin have been reinvigorated, is ready
to force Ukraine into a Slavic union with
itself and Belarus. The first step towards
such an objective would be to discredit
the Kuchma administration in the eyes of
the West. It would have to be done to
such a degree that financial and economic cooperation would have to cease,
which would force Ukraine to turn fully
to the East to sustain its weak economy.
Mr. Kuchma would need to become ever
more authoritarian to maintain his grip
on power, and a Belarus-type situation
would result.
Another version for how the tape
came to see the light of day holds that it
is the result of a power struggle between
law enforcement agencies. In this scenario, Leonid Derkach, the head of the
Security Service of Ukraine, who recent
reports suggest has been losing influence
with the president in competition with
Mr. Kravchenko’s Internal Affairs
Ministry, had the tape made to save his
hide. The president cannot now fire his
top spy without actually admitting that
the tape is authentic. Meanwhile, the
publication of the tape lets the president
and his partners know that Mr. Derkach
has weapons at his disposal if there is to
be a fight for his chair.
And, finally, there also is the version
presented by Mr. Moroz: that President
Kuchma, ever impatient with criticism of
himself, and his two subordinates decided that Mr. Gongadze needed to be eliminated because he was a fly in the ointment whose disappearance could be used
to send a strong message to the mass
media on how it ought to cover the
power elite.
As the speculation continued, Mr.
Kuchma said on December 6 that he will
not allow for the various claims and
counterclaims to lead to “whipping up a
political crisis” or to demands for early
presidential elections, according to
Interfax-Ukraine. The president also said
he would abide by the law and would not
consider “authoritarian actions” or a
change in the political course on which
he has taken the country.
The next day Mr. Kuchma ordered a
security detachment for Mr. Moroz for
the next three months. Meanwhile, the
Procurator General’s Office said the
same day that it could not analyze the
audiotape in question for authenticity
because Mr. Moroz had provided a copy
and not the original.

Ukrainian re-elected
in Roselle Park, N.J.

ROSELLE PARK, N.J. – Fifth-Ward
Councilwoman Melanie Selk has just
won re-election.
Ms. Selk and Board of Education
member Alexander Balaban, who won
his seat for a second time in 1999, are
two Ukrainian American public officials
in this town of 1.3 square miles with a
population of approximately 13,000 and
about 25 Ukrainian American families.

Destined for...
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Acclaim for ballet stars

American Ballet Theatre’s trio of principal dancers from Ukraine won a host of
superlatives from critics during ABT’s
autumn engagement at the City Center,
beginning with the opening gala on
October 31. Here’s what Jack Anderson
reported in The New York Times: “Irina
Dvorovenko and Maxim Belotserkovsky
offered the third-act duet from ‘Swan
Lake,’ a sequence popularly known as
the ‘Black Swan’ pas de deux ... they not
only danced brilliantly, but also let their
performance serve as a reminder that in
the context of ‘Swan Lake,’ this duet is a
seduction scene. Appropriately, therefore, Ms. Dvorovenko was alluring and
Mr. Belotserkovsky seemed magnetized
by her.” Newsday said the pair gave “an
electric performance,” while Clive
Barnes of the New York Post described
them as outstanding.
Other Times reviews disclosed that
Belotserkovsky glittered in Balanchine’s
“Theme & Variations” and was “quietly
ardent” as the lover in Antony Tudor’s
“Jardin aux Lilas.” Anna Kisselgoff
wrote that Ms. Dvorovenko was “brilliant on all counts” in Harold Lander’s
“Études.” In another review,
Ms.Kisselgoff said that Vladimir
Malakhov and Irina Dvorovenko, dancing with Angel Corella, offered the best
“Études” in years, with Ms. Dvorovenko
showing dazzling speed in turns and
leaps and Mr. Malakhov appearing
“breathtaking” in his nobility.” Ms.
Kisselgoff
also
praised
Ms.
Dvorovenko’s work in Balanchine’s
“Prodigal Son,” alluding to the dancer’s
“powerful technique” and her mastery of
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detail and projection as she gave a smoldering interpretation of the tough Siren.
Performing the grand pas de deux
from “Sleeping Beauty,” Mr. Malakhov
was described by the Times as “fleet,”
while Newsday reported that Mr.
Malakhov “springy as ever, led off the
proceedings with a stately rendition of
the Act III duet.” The only negative critique came from the Times’ Jennifer
Dunning, who felt that Robert Hill’s
“Baroque Game” was handicapped by
Dmitry Polischuk’s score – a score, by
the way, that was well received by
other critics when the work of the
Ukrainian-born composer made its
debut last year.
ABT has announced that the three
Ukrainian dancers will be featured in
principal roles in the 2001 spring season
at the Metropolitan Opera House April
30 to June 23. The husband-and-wife
team of Mr. Belotserkovsky and Ms.
Dvorovenko – the subject of a story in
the November 14 issue of People magazine – will be paired in “Giselle,” “Don
Quixote,” “Cinderella,” “The Merry
Widow” and “Swan Lake,” and will
appear together in “Eugene Onegin,”
although not as a couple.
Helen Smindak’s e-mail address is
HaliaSmindak@aol.com.

Correction

Dateline New York (November 26),
“The Ukrainian dance company that
sings,” mistakenly referred to Andrew S.
Grossman as president of Columbia
Artists Management. Mr. Grossman is a
producer and one of the three senior
vice-presidents of Columbia Artists
Management, the world’s largest classical music management agency.
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Ñ¥ÎËÏÓÒfl ÒÛÏÌÓ˛ ‚¥ÒÚÍÓ˛, ˘Ó 29 ÎËÒÚÓÔ‡‰‡ 2000 ð.
‚¥‰¥È¯Ó‚ Û ‚¥˜Ì¥ÒÚ¸, Ô¥ÒÎfl ‰Ó‚„Óª ÌÂ‰Û„Ë, Ì‡¯ Ì‡È‰ÓðÓÊ˜ËÈ
åìÜ, íÄíé ¥ ÅêÄí

·Î. Ô.

ÄãÖäëÄçÑÖê ÅãÄÉßíäÄ
ÍÓÎË¯Ì¥È „ÓÎÓ‚ÌËÈ Í‡ÒËð ìÍð‡ªÌÒ¸ÍÓ„Ó ç‡ðÓ‰ÌÓ„Ó ëÓ˛ÁÛ
Ì‡ð. 30 ·ÂðÂÁÌfl 1948 ð. Û äÓðÌ·Âð£, ç¥ÏÂ˜˜ËÌ‡.
ÉÓðÂÏ ÔðË·ËÚ¥:
‰ðÛÊËÌ‡
‰Ó˜ÍË

– èÄÇãàçÄ
– çÄÑü åÄêàç Á ÏÛÊÂÏ ÑÄêàã
– íÄçü
– ¢Öçü
·ð‡Ú
– ÄçÑêßâ Á ðÓ‰ËÌÓ˛
ÒÂÒÚðË
– ïêàëíàçÄ ÅÄãàçëúäÄ Á ðÓ‰ËÌÓ˛
– ãßÑÄ ëíÖñú Á ðÓ‰ËÌÓ˛
‰‡Î¸¯¥ ðÓ‰ËÌË ‚ ìÍð‡ªÌ¥.
èÄçÄïàÑÄ ‚ Ô'flÚÌËˆ˛, 1 „ðÛ‰Ìfl 2000 ð., Ó „Ó‰. 7-¥È ‚Â˜. ‚ ÔÓıÓðÓÌÌÓÏÛ ‰ÓÏ¥
Newbaker y Blairstown, NJ.
èéïéêéç ‚ ÒÛ·ÓÚÛ, 2 „ðÛ‰Ìfl 2000 ð., Ó „Ó‰. 9-¥È ð‡ÌÍÛ Á ˆÂðÍ‚Ë Ò‚. ß‚‡Ì‡ ïðÂÒÚËÚÂÎfl Û ÇËÔÔ‡Ì¥, ç. ÑÊ., ‡ ‚¥‰Ú‡Í Ì‡ ˆ‚ËÌÚ‡ð Holy Cross y North Arlington, NJ.
Ç¥˜Ì‡ âÓÏÛ Ô‡Ï'flÚ¸!

Myron Kushnir

With deepest sorrow his family announces that
passed away on November 28, 2000.

He was born in Bayonne, N.J., on February 3, 1916 and was a lifelong resident of
Bayonne. He was a graduate of Bayonne High School and Newark Art School and
studied voice with Kossitch and Tuchapsky. He was an engineer with the Bayonne
Board of Education for many years, retiring in 1996. Previously, he was a sign
painter for Billcar Signs in Irvington, N.J.

He was a member of the St. George Church Choir, New York City; St. John the
Baptist Church Choir, Newark; Assumption/Dormition of the Mother of God Church
Choir, Bayonne; and sang with the Dumka Chorus, New York City and the
Collegiate Choral Group, New York City.
He was a member of the Ukrainian National Association, Branch 171, and was
president of the Bayonne Chapter of the Providence Association of Ukrainian
Catholics in America, Branch 81/240.

Mr. Kushnir is survived by his wife, Veronica; sons Gregory with wife Tracey,
Joseph; daughters, Dr. Marusia Kushnir, Dr. Andrea Kushnir; grandson Christian;
sisters Mario Burbella, Paula Grant; cousin Msgr. Joseph Fedorek; nephews John
Burbella and family, Dr. Ronald Burbella and family, Richie Grant and family, John
Dieck; nieces Marion Woloshyn and family, Connie Kijek and family, Cathy and Pat
DeMarco, Geraldine O’Connell and family, Patti Mills and family.
Funeral services were held on Saturday, December 2, 2000 at 10:30 a.m. at the
Assumption/Dormition of the Mother of God Church Choir, Bayonne, N.J. Interment
was at the Holy Cross Cemetery, North Arlington, N.J. Arrangements were made by
Kohoot Funeral Home, Bayonne.
Donations in Mr. Kushnir’s memory may be made to Children of Chornobyl Relief
Fund, 272 Old Short Hills Rd., Short Rills, NJ 07078.
Vichna Yomu Pamiat!

DEATH ANNOUNCEMENTS

to be published in The Ukrainian Weekly – in the Ukrainian

or English language – are accepted by mail, courier, fax, phone or e-mail.
Deadline: Tuesday noon before the newspaper’s date of issue.
(The Weekly goes to press early Friday mornings.)
Rate: $7.50 per column-inch.

To subscribe: Send $50 ($40 if you are a member of the UNA) to The Ukrainian Weekly,
Subscription Department, 2200 Route 10, P.O. Box 280, Parsippany, NJ 07054

Information should be addressed
to the attention of the Advertising Department
and sent to: The Ukrainian Weekly, 2200 Route 10, P.O. Box 280
(NB: please do not include post office box if sending via courier),
Parsippany, N.J. 07054;
fax, (973) 644-9510; telephone, (973) 292-9800, ext. 3040;
e-mail, staff@ukrweekly.com.
Please include the daytime phone number of a contact person.
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Ukrainian youth volleyball program
in Morris County hosts tournament

COME, JOIN US
HIGH INTEREST RATES ON CDs
FREE CHECKING
GREAT RATES FOR LOANS, MORTGAGES
SAFE DEPOSIT BOXES AVAILABLE
UKRAINIAN/ENGLISH SPOKEN
FRIENDLY PERSONNEL
WESTERN UNION
WE CAN ACCOMMODATE ALL YOUR FINANCIAL NEEDS
Participants of the youth volleyball program at a practice in 1997.
by Vlodko Haryachka

DENVILLE, N.J. – This is the fourth
year of the Ukrainian youth volleyball program here at the Powerzone Volleyball
Center, which this year held two friendship/developmental tournaments, one in
May and the other on November 26.
Over the years, the youth program has
been coached by Marta Melnyk, Petrusia
Paslawsky, former college All-American
Nestor Paslawsky, Natalka Salek and
Vlodko Temnyckyj. For the fall tournament, in addition to the coed 4’s youth
bracket, a coed 4’s masters bracket was
added (35 and over). In order to improve

Roman Roik officiates.

the “mature seniors” play, each masters
team was allowed to add one woman
younger than age 35 to its roster.
As this was promoted as a friendship
tournament, no trophies were handed out.
But, since scores were kept, the adrenaline
levels were high and the competition was
fierce.
Following are the teams with the best
records.
• Youth 4’s round 1 (two-team tie):
Team 4 – Malanka Misilo, Talia
Temnycky, Marta Yacykewych and
Danylo Lasiy; Team 2 – Laryssa Korduba,
Andreya Lebed, Christia Semanyshyn and
Darko Fedash.
• Youth 4’s round 2: Team 1 – Diana
Chirovsky, Laryssa Korduba, Andreya
Lebed and Stefko Sikorsky.
• Masters-mature seniors: Team 1: Alia
Paslawsky, Petrusia Paslawsky, Bodio
Ivaskiv and Nestor Paslawsky.
Organizers underlined that there would
have been more youths participating, if not
for the fact that many had chosen to stay up
late into the night for the Chornomortsi
Thanksgiving Dance and were unable to
wake up in time.
Tournament sponsors included Marta
Torielli, Jerry West, the Chornomortsi Plast
fraternity and Plast’s Newark and Passaic
branches.
Tournament officiating and scorekeeping
was done by most all of the masters-seniors. In addition, Darko Fedash, Andrew
Hadzewycz, Markian Hadzewycz and
Roman Roik helped with officiating and
photography.
For information on the youth volleyball
program call (973) 615-2240. Practices are
held on Saturdays, 1:30-3:30 p.m., at
Powerzone, located in Luger Road in
Denville, N.J.

Opposing teams exchange handshakes at the conclusion of a match.

UKRAINIAN ORTHODOX
FEDERAL CREDIT UNION
MAIN OFFICE
215 Second Ave. (between 13th and 14th St.), New York, NY 10003
Tel.: (212) 533-2980 • Fax: (212) 995-5204
BRANCHES
35 Main St., So. Bound Brook, NJ 08880
Tel.: (732) 469-9085 • Fax: (732) 469-9165
691 Roosevelt Ave., Carteret, NJ 07008
Tel.: (732) 802-0480 • Fax: (732) 802-0484
e-mail: admin@uofcu.org

Website: www.uofcu.org
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Columbia offers course on language development
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NEW YORK – The Harrriman Institute
at Columbia University is offering the
course “Language Development in PostTotalitarian Space” to be taught by Dr.
Antonina V. Berezovenko, associate professor at the department of Ukrainian language, literature and culture at the Kyiv
Polytechnical University and currently,
associate professor at the department of
Slavic languages at Columbia University.
The course is scheduled for the spring
semester, beginning January 16, 2001.
Starting from the premise that language
offers the most visible and tangible reflection of sociopolitical and cultural changes,
the course will examine the development of
language in three principal aspects: as a
subject of language policy, as an indicator
of sociopolitical changes, and as a tool by
which various segments of society strive to
achieve their political and ideological goals.
While the course will concentrate on current processes of language development, it
will also consider aspects of development
in diachronic perspective extending to the
Soviet and late imperial period. The focus
in the course will be on the Ukrainian as
well as the Russian and Belarusian languages.
Dr. Berezovenko, former Fulbright
scholar at the Harriman Institute (19961997) and grant recipient at the Kennan
Institute for Advanced Studies in
Washington, received her doctorate in
Slavic philology/linguistics in 1993 from
the National Academy of Sciences of
Ukraine. Her field of interest centers on
language policy and planning, language
contacts and innovations, as well as youth
slang and the argot of male and female prisoners. She has applied these interests in the
Ukrainian, Bulgarian and Russian languages.
Apart from teaching courses in
Ukrainian, Bulgarian and Russian literatures and languages at all levels, Dr.
Berezovenko teaches courses on the development of the Ukrainian language in the
20th century and has conducted seminars
for various groups of professionals on
Ukrainian business language, most recently
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at Harvard University.
She is the author of “Lexical
Innovations,” which appeared in 1998 as a
publication of Kyiv University Press.
A frequent guest lecturer at North
American universities as well as a participant in international conferences, Dr.
Berezovenko has addressed such topics as:
“Language Policy and the Status of
Ukrainian in Present-Day Ukraine,”
“Between Nation and State: Ukrainian
Identity in Language Reality,” “Linguistic
Rights of the Ukrainian Minority in
Russia,” “Jargon Culture in Ukraine” and
“Criminal Argot in Ukraine.”
This academic year Dr. Berezovenko is
chairing a series of roundtables at the
Harriman Institute on the topic of language
policy and status in Ukraine, which so far
have featured Dr. Assya Humesky of the,
University of Michigan and Federal Judge
Bohdan A. Futey.
For additional information on the course
“Language Development in PostTotalitarian Space,” call the Harriman
Institute, (212) 854-4623.

THE PERFECT CHRISTMAS GIFT FOR YOUR PARENTS, CHILDREN AND FRIENDS

“èðÓÒÚÓ ìÍð‡ªÌ‡ – Simply Ukraine”
190 colored photographs from all over Ukraine
Also available

2001 calendar “UKRAINE”
both by photographer Tania D’Avignon

Simply Ukraine - $40.00, Calendar – $10.00, Both – $48.00
(all postage included)
Order from:
Tania D’Avignon, 25 Church Street, Newton, MA 02458
(617) 964-1942; e-mail: taniafoto@netscape.net
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NOTES ON PEOPLE

Komichak marks
50 years on radio

PITTSBURGH – Michael Komichak,
host of the “Ukrainian Radio Program”
on WPIT-AM (730) in the Pittsburgh this
year marks the 50th anniversary of his
show this year.
Mr. Komichak’s program broadcasts
Ukrainian news, music, community
announcements, birthday wishes and
wedding and death notices.
The program has helped to promote
many projects, including the establishment of the Ukrainian Nationality Room
at the University of Pittsburgh and three
chairs of Ukrainian studies at Harvard
University.
Mr. Komichak was born in 1919 and
raised in McKees Rocks, Pa., where he
still lives. He started working in the
radio business in 1947 when he became
WPIT’s radio engineer. He became the

The Rev. Krysalka
celebrates jubilee

DEEPSTEP, Ga. – The Rev. Stephen
Krysalka on October 8, celebrated his 50
years of ministry with friends and members
of his congregation at Smyrna Baptist
Church in Deepstep, Ga.
The Rev. Krysalka was born in 1917 in
Pittsburgh to immigrant parents. He was
raised in an environment where the
Catholic and Ukrainian Orthodox Churches
played an important role in family life.
In 1941 the U.S. Army sent the Rev.
Krysalka to Macon, Ga., for training. There
he met his future wife, Juanita Brown,
whom he married a year later at the East
Side Baptist Church in Macon. The Rev.
Krysalka was a member of Company D of
the 261st Infantry Regiment of the 65th
Division during World War II. He served in
Austria, Germany and France.
When he returned to Macon after the
war, he was drawn back to the East Side
Baptist Church where he began leading
music in worship services. A revival service
inspired both the Rev. Krysalka and his

host of his show in July 1950 and by
1975 he was the station’s manager.
The earliest listeners of “Ukrainian
Radio Program” have passed on, but the
American-born Ukrainian community as
well as recent immigrants from Ukraine
still show interest in the program.
“My primary objective over the years
has been to nurture the Ukrainian identity of my listeners,” Mr. Komichak said.
“I try to make my younger-generation
listeners proud of their Ukrainian heritage,”
On July 30, this year, Mr. Komichak
celebrated his jubilee with 650 listeners
on a dinner cruise.
His program airs on Sundays at 1 p.m.
In addition, Mr. Komichak also hosts an
all-music program, “Sunday Serenade of
Ukrainian Music”, which airs Sundays at
2:30 p.m. The show can be heard nationwide through the Internet at
www.wpitam.com.
Mr. Komichak is a member of Ukrainian
National Association Branch 264.

wife to dedicate their lives to ministry. He
was ordained to the gospel ministry on
October 8, 1950.
Since then he has served in numerous
churches in Georgia and in a church in
Rochester, N.Y. In the past 50 years the
Rev. Krysalka has performed 452 baptisms
and 247 weddings. Although he retired in
1982, he continued to preach and substitute
for his colleagues. In 1984 he became a permanent substitute at Smyrna Baptist
Church, where he has been preaching for 17
years.
The Krysalkas continue to live in
Macon, even though the Rev. Krysalka is a
pastor 50 miles away in Deepstep. The Rev.
Krysalka celebrated his 83rd birthday this
year and claims that he isn’t ready to retire
again. “As long as my health holds out and
I’m able to drive back and forth and they
want me, I’ll keep preaching,” the Rev.
Krysalka said.
He and Mrs. Krysalka are known
throughout their community as the parents
of Stephen Jr., Richard, Surelle and all of
Macon. The whole Krysalka family – children, grandchildren and great-grandchildren
– are members of UNA Branch 53.
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New Year’s Ball
At Oselia “ëìå” in Ellenville
Sunday, December 31, 2000
Celebrate the real start of the new millennium
at the beautiful “ëìå” Oselia in Ellenville!
Our celebration begins at 6:30 p.m. with cocktails
and hors d’oeuvres. Dinner will be served at 8:00 p.m. in the ballroom.
Choose Baby Beef Wellington, Stuffed Filet of Sole or Poele Poussin
for your entree. Finish off dinner with mouth-watering desserts
and espresso. Dance the night away to the music
of Svitanok! Enjoy Open Bar all night,
and ring in 2001 with a champagne toast.

Black Tie Preferred.
On Monday join us for Brunch as Chef Billy prepares your
favorite omlette, and Eugene – his special Bloody Mary!
$150 donation per person – $250 donation per couple
Without dinner – $75 per person – after 10:00 p.m.
We invite you to enjoy New Year’s Weekend at Oselia. Our “Ò‡Î¸ÓÌ”
will be open Friday and Saturday, and meals will be available.
One low room rate – $50 for the whole weekend!
(based on quadruple occupancy)
Reservations accepted by mail only,
with a $50 deposit per person.
(845) 647-7230 Ellenville@ëYM.org
UAYA Camp, 8853 Route 209, Ellenville, NY 12428
ã‡ÒÍ‡‚Ó èðÓÒËÏÓ ÇÒ¥ı

Notes on People is a feature geared toward reporting on the achievements of members of the Ukrainian National Association. All submissions should be concise due to
space limitations and must include the person’s UNA branch number. Items will be
published as soon as possible after their receipt, when space permits.
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PREVIEW OF EVENTS
(Continued from page 32)

District Committee of the Ukrainian
National Association invite the public to a
presentation by Lubomyr Luciuk, professor of political geography in the department of politics and economics, Royal
Military College of Canada, and author of
“Searching for Place: Ukrainian Displaced
Persons, Canada and the Migration of
Memory,” who will speak on the topic
“Ukrainian Nationalism and Canada’s
Ukrainians.” Dr. Luciuk, the son of thirdwave immigrants, is the current research
director for the Ukrainian Canadian Civil
Liberties Association which is leading the
fight against defamation and false indictments of Ukrainians who fought against
the Soviet Union. The presentation will be
held at the Ukrainian Cultural Center,
Chicago Avenue and Oakley Boulevard, at
1:30 p.m.
Thursday-Saturday, December 21-23

NEW YORK: La MaMa Experimental
Theater and Yara Arts Group present “Song
Tree,” an original theater piece based on
ancient pre-Christian winter songs (koliadky
and schedrivky), in which mythical spirits
descend on a woman who has buried herself
in work and science. “Song Tree” is directed
by Virlana Tkacz, with music by Maryana
Sadovska, Yaryna Turianska and Eugene
Hutz. The evening features traditional
Ukrainian polyphonic singing performed by
artists from Ukraine and Yara actors, as well
as the music of the ethno-avant-garde band
Gogol Bordello. Performances are scheduled for Thursday-Saturday, 8 p.m., plus
Friday at 5 p.m. and Saturday at 3 p.m. For
tickets, at $15, call (212) 475-7710. La
MaMa ETC is located at 74 E. Fourth St.

Newton, Iowa, promotes...

(Continued from page 11)
In order to acquaint Newton residents
with Ukrainian songs and poetry, the
Blahovist choir from the Ukrainian
Orthodox Church in Chicago under the
direction of Lesia Konyk performed at
the Newton Community Theater last
March to honor the great Ukrainian poet
Taras Shevchenko.
Newton residents, as well as guests
from Ukrainian communities from
Minneapolis and Chicago attended his
event, Mr. Hurko added.
“Through mutual efforts of the committee and the community, we have also
collected material and financial aid for
Smila’s educational and medical institutions,” Mr. Bassis said. Recently
Newton’s residents dispatched over
1,200 packages of clothing and linen for
needy families in Smila, and sent a container of medical supplies to the city hospital, he said.
In June 1999, OPEN launched “OPEN
Cares III,” which collected used winter
clothing for adults and children to be
delivered to Smila in time for cold
weather, according to Mr. Hurto. These
are just a few examples of the aid they
have set to Ukraine.
Next year will be an important one
for the organization, Mr. Bassis said.
Des Moines Area Community College
with the help of OPEN and Iowa

For more information see the website
http://www.brama.com/mayana/.
Sunday, December 31

NEW YORK: The Ukrainian Institute of
America cordially invites the public to a
New Year’s Eve celebration on the theme
“Dance Through the Decades.” Music for
the evening will be by Luna. As part of the
celebration there will be a casino and
speakeasy as well as professional dance
instruction. Formal attire of any era. For
further information contact the UIA, 2 E.
79th St., at (212) 288-8660.
CHICAGO: St. Joseph’s Church will host
a New Year’s Eve dinner-dance at the
church hall, 5000 N. Cumberland.
Cocktails are at 7:30 p.m., dinner at 8:30
p.m., followed by dancing to the music of
the Good Times. Tickets: $75 per person;
$20, dance only. The event will benefit St.
Joseph’s Charities. For reservations call
Motria, (773) 625-4805.
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ORDER A BEAUTIFUL CHRISTMAS PRESENT
A Full-Color Album

UKRAINIAN FOLK ICONS
FROM THE LAND OF SHEVCHENKO
from two of Ukraine’s leading collectors/researchers,
Lidia Lykhach and Mykola Kornienko

In English and Ukrainian (Kyiv, RODOVID PRESS, 2000)

This album contains nearly 200 color illustrations of cottage
icons from central regions of Ukraine — the most widely distributed and popular saints and holy figures of the village calendar of the last three centuries.

This is the first comprehensive scholarly treatment of Ukrainian naïve iconography
from the end of the eighteenth to the beginning of the nineteenth centuries.
Price: $40, plus $5 for postage.
RODOVID: 18000 South Mullen Road, Belton, MO 64012
fax: (816) 322-4228; e-mail: rodovid2@aol.com

ADVANCE NOTICE

Saturday, January 13, 2001

BOSTON: “Malanka 2001,” hosted by
the Boston Ukrainian community (Plast,
Ukrainian American Heritage Foundation,
and Ukrainian American Veterans), will be
held at Cedars of Lebanon, 61 Rockwood
St., Jamaica Plain, Mass., starting at 7:30
p.m. Advance purchase tickets (before
January 8, 2001): adults, $25; youth, $15;
tickets at the door: adults, $35; youth, $20.
Buffet included in price. Music will be by
Luna. For tickets or information call Ihor
Mykyta, (508) 359-8058.

Resource for International Service
(IRIS), has proclaimed 2001 to be the
“Year of Ukraine,” he added. “We will
hold events relating to Ukraine every
month with a special celebration in
August to commemorate the 10th
anniversary of Ukrainian independence,” he said.
For more about OPEN and the
Newton-Smila program, log on to
www.midiowa.com/newton-sister-city/

Paris to Kyiv...

(Continued from page 15)
diverse music of Paris to Kyiv, demonstrates an important development in the
current politics of culture: it allows us
to dismiss fears and worrisome predictions that globalization will produce one
homogenous world culture. While
multi-national media networks remain
imaginary landscapes, here is material
evidence that individuals and small
groups can indeed find the space to
reassert themselves within the global
economy.
The one-time Ukrainian “primitives,”
residents of the Canadian Prairies, stalwart peasants, have now acquired new
voices with which to sing. They sing
about themselves, in their own tongues,
using older and new languages, and are
heard as part of a global culture, creating
and re-creating dynamic modern music.

MARK T. OLESNICKY, M.D.
Internal Medicine

135 Columbia Turnpike, Suite 203
Florham Park, NJ 07932

Telephone (973) 822-5000
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By Appointment

M&S Inc.
Do you have a business? – Great.
Your business is not working out.
You want something better.
But, who knows about it?

We, M&S Inc., can help you, so that the whole world would know about your business. Our company can make your own
personal WEBSITE, on which we will show all of your works, and everything you would like everyone to see.
Web page creation is a major part of an online business. In order to have successful business presence on the Internet,
each peace of the puzzle must be in place and functioning.
If your existing website is taking you nowhere, or if you don’t have a website, it is likely that your solution is incomplete.
Our new system, called EZ-Net Tools™, intergrates all the peaces together with a new technology called hostware.
Hostware is a combination of software and hosting that is accessed over the Internet. With hostware, we create your
website over the Internet and save your work directly on the Web.
This includes Free Meta tags, a program that makes your website one of the first sites to show up on the search engine.
For an extra fee, we can also include a Merchant Account for businesses that would like to accept credit cards.
Website design specialists: Myron and Sviatoslav Pylypiak
Website: www.mands-website-design.com • E-mail m&s@eznettools.net
Cell/Tel./Fax: (425) 255-9082 • Free ph. 1-877-95MandS (62637)

UKE LODEON
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Sisters to appear in “The Nutcracker”

MIAMI BEACH, Fla. – Sisters
Katrusya Oksana Lotocky and
Tatiana Halyna Lotocky will be performing in Miami City Ballet’s production of “The Nutcracker” this
month.
Tatiana, 9, is understudy for the
lead role of Marie, in addition to
being cast as a grandchild in the
opening party scene.
What’s amazing is that older sister Katrusya, who is 10, starred in
that role last holiday season. (See
UKELODEON, February 23, 2000.)
Katrusya will once again portray a
polichinelle, an Italian doll, in
George Balanchine’s choreography of
the holiday classic.
The girls were selected in a closed
audition held at Miami City Ballet
School in Miami Beach, Florida.

Katrusya is beginning her fifth year
there and is on full scholarship. This
is Tatiana’s second year at the school,
and first time she has auditioned for
the full-scale professional show.
They are also members of the
Ukrainian Dancers of Miami and
have been very busy with performances at local Oktoberfests, in addition to school and several ballet
classes each week.
The performances are at the Jackie
Gleason Theater of the Performing
Arts in Miami Beach on December
15, 16 and 17, and at the Broward
Center for the Performing Arts in Fort
Lauderdale, Fla., on December 22
and 23.
You can read more on the website
www.ukrainiandancersmiami.org
(click on the “news” section).

ELLENVILLE, N.Y. – Going up
to camp isn’t just for summertime
any more! Young members of the
Ukrainian American Youth
Association (SUM) from the New
York City and Goshen, N.Y., branches gathered at SUM’s Ellenville
“oselia,” or resort (known for its
summer camps) on November 4-5
for a weekend of festivities and fun.
The two-day adventure started
on Saturday afternoon with hay
rides, a scavenger hunt, a masquerade party and dinner for children of
all ages – from 3 to 73.
The masquerade theme was
“Karnyval Kazok” and featured
scores of fairytale-related activities
and contests, including a “Didova
Ripka” matching game,
“Rukavychka” dress-up station, a
“knock the komaryk from the oak
tree” toss, fishing from “Ivasyk
Telesyk’s” boat, beating the three
bears to the bowls of porridge,
building a gingerbread house, facepainting, mask-making, decorating
goody bags and collecting treats,
fortune-telling and much more!
Not to be outdone by their

younger brothers and sisters, the
oldest children enjoyed getting lost
in the spooky maze filled with
ghouls and goblins. Even parents
got into the act by dressing up as
their favorite characters and staging a musical presentation of everybody’s favorite mosquito story –
“Oy scho zh to za shum” (the late
komaryk really was a good sport
about the whole affair…)
Following an evening of delights,
Sunday brought with it time for
reflection. After attending liturgy at
Holy Trinity Church in Kerhonkson,
N.Y., and a service in memory of
Metropolitan Andrey Sheptytsky,
back at the camp the SUMivtsi held
a commemoration honoring those
who more than 80 years ago participated in the famous retaking of Lviv
by the Sichovi Striltsi (Ukrainian
Sich Riflemen) during the night of
October 31 to November 1, 1918.
Participants listened as Stefan
Priatka recounted the story of the
vastly outnumbered Ukrainian
forces who, against all odds, were
able to take control of the city and
surrounding lands, and advance the
struggle for the independent
Ukraine that today is a reality.
Having enjoyed the autumn
weather and warm atmosphere of
their camp, the SUMivtsi from the
two cities parted ways until their
next meeting at their favorite summertime spot.

SUM camp hosts masquerade

✓^

CHECK IT OUT:

On page 23 of this issue, read about
the Ukrainian youth volleyball program in Morris County, N.J., and its
most recent friendship tournament
on November 26.

The Lotocky sisters, Katrusya and Tatiana, who will appear in “The Nutcracker,”
along with a “cast member.”

Some of the participants who enjoyed the masquerade party at the SUM resort in
Ellenville, N.Y.

It’s Bush!

NEWARK, N.J. – Like many schools and classes across the country, Grade 4 at St. John the Baptist Ukrainian Catholic School in
Newark, N.J., held an “election” of the next president of the United
States.
Their balloting did not require a recount, as did the real presidential election in which the voting for Republican George W. Bush and
Democrat Al Gore, the U.S. vice-president, was so close that no winner could be declared on Election Day.
The result: a unanimous vote for Mr. Bush, currently the governor
of Texas. Lest any reader think that students influenced each other’s
votes, it should be noted that the vote was a secret ballot.
A political observer in Grade 4 commented that the overwhelming
support for “W” was probably due to the Republican candidate’s
support for Catholic schools (read: school vouchers).
Grade 4 students later watched the real presidential election on television. The results there were, well, inconclusive at press time.

Passaic School marks Halloween, and All Saints Day

No. 50
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PASSAIC, N.J. – Schoolchildren of St. Nicholas Ukrainian Catholic School
here enjoyed their annual Halloween Party in the school auditorium on
Friday, October 27. There were many wonderful costumes and a good time
was had by all. The following Tuesday, October 31, St. Nicholas students
celebrated the Feast of All Saints. As seen in the photo above, they wore costumes of the saints they represented and spoke about their lives.

Dancers from Minnesota ‘medal’ at dance competition

by K. Breslawec

DAUPHIN, Manitoba – Natalia,
Marko and Daria Kushnir from
Minneapolis, participated in the
Ukrainian National Dance
Competition in Dauphin, Manitoba,
where they were acknowledged for
their outstanding performances of
Ukrainian folk dances.
Natalia, 13, received gold and
bronze medals; Marko, 12, gold and
silver medals; and Daria, 9, a gold
medal. They performed dances from
the Transcarpathian, Hutsul and
Poltava regions of Ukraine.
The young dancers are members of
the Ukrainian American Youth

Association (SUM) Cheremosh dance
ensemble, whose artistic director and
choreographer, Ken Matlashewski,
recently relocated to the Twin Cities
from Canada. Mr. Matlashewski, his
wife, Maria, and daughter, Zoryanna,
now reside in the metropolitan area
and are active members of the
Ukrainian community.
Natalia, Marko and Daria performed their award-winning program
on November 4 at the Ukrainian
Community Center as part of the 75th
jubilee celebrations of St. Michael’s
Ukrainian Orthodox Church. In the
audience was their proud grandfather,
Ananij Kushnir, one of the original
instructors of the Cheremosh troupe.
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Mishanyna
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December is a month filled with excitement for most Ukrainian children. After waiting all year long with much anticipation, children finally
are visited by St. Nicholas. Did you know that he is considered the patron
saint of children?
He was born many years ago in Patara, which is in Asia Minor. When he
grew older he became a monk in the monastery of Sion. He was a very kind
man who gave away all of his wealth to the poor and needy.
As word of his generosity spread, people began to call him the
“Wonderworker.”
Eventually he became the archbishop of Myra. St. Nicholas was a humble
and very thoughtful person. He especially enjoyed doing good deeds in secret
so that no one would know he did them.
All over the world people celebrate this beloved man. In Holland, for
example, children leave their wooden shoes by the fireplace in anticipation of
his arrival. If children are naughty they sometimes receive a birch stick!
Sound familiar?
Well, here at Ukelodeon we are sure all our readers will be rewarded for
being good this month. Enjoy our Mishanyna (try to find the words on the list
below) and try to emulate St. Nicholas in your behavior.
archbishop
Asia
children
December
Holland

kind
monk
needy
Patara
Patron

poor
Saint Nicholas
secret
Sion
wealth

Wonderworker
wooden shoes
Myra

Mykola Myshka waits for St. Nicholas

Mykola
has been
daydreaming
in school.
Do you
know why?
Have you?

Natalia, Daria and Marko Kushnir with their dance instructor and choreographer,
Ken Matlashewski.
OUR NEXT ISSUE:

UKELODEON is published on the second Sunday of every month. To make
it into our next issue, dated January 14, 2001, please send in your materials by
January 5, 2001. (Please include a daytime phone number.)
Send in your articles, letters, photos, etc. to: The Ukrainian Weekly,
UKELODEON, 2200 Route 10, P.O. Box 280, Parsippany, N.J., 07054; telephone,
(973) 292-9800; fax, (973) 644-9510; e-mail, staff@ukrweekly.com.

Dear Mykola:

Letter to Mykola Myshka

I have the answer to the question posed in the November 12 UKELODEON.
The answer is St. Andrew!
Your friend,
Courtney Nestor from Granger, Ind.
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PREVIEW OF EVENTS

Sunday, December 10

Come Spend the Christmas Holidays at

SOYUZIVKA
Celebrate with us on January 6th and 7th, 2001

Standard Rooms $90.00 per person, $160.00 per couple
Deluxe Rooms $100.00 per person, $180.00 per couple
Children 13-17 meals only – $40.00
Children 4-12 – $20.00, Children under 4 – free
Rates include overnight accomodations with a
Traditional Christmass Eve Supper of 12 Courses.
Breakfast and a choice of turkey or steak for lunch on Christmas Day
Extra nights stay available at a Bed & Breakfast rate
of $60.00 per couple – standard / $70.00 per couple – deluxe
TAXES AND GRATUITIES INCLUDED

Traditional Christmas Eve Supper
by advanced reservation only
$20.00 per adult,
$10.00 per child (12 and under)
Taxes and gratuities included

Please call for additional information
as to Liturgy and Meal Times

PLAST, NEW YORK BRANCH
has the honor of inviting you and your family and friends to a

BANQUET and DANCE
celebrating its

50th Anniversary
which will take place on

Saturday, December 16, 2000
at the Fifth Avenue Ballroom, 24 Fifth Avenue and 9th Street, New York City
Reception - 7:00 p.m. • Banquet - 7:30 p.m. • Dance - 9:30 p.m.

Formal attire
Dinner and Dance - $100.00 per person; Dance (students only) - $30.00 per person
Tickets will not be sold at the door.
Please make checks payable to: PLAST, Inc.
For information and table reservations:

(718) 668-0996

WHAT?
YOU DON’T HAVE YOUR OWN
SUBSCRIPTION?

To subscribe to The Ukrainian Weekly, fill out the form below,
clip it and mail it to: Subscription Department, The Ukrainian Weekly,
2200 Route 10, P.O. Box 280, Parsippany, NJ 07054.
NAME: __________________________________________________________________________________
NAME: (please type or print)
ADDRESS: ___________________________________________________________________________________

CITY: _______________________________________________ STATE: _________ ZIP CODE: _____________
PHONE (optional): ______________________________________________________

❏ UNA member subscription price — $40.00/yr.
UNA Branch number _________________________

❏ Non-member subscription price — $50.00/yr.

NEW YORK: The Mayana Gallery
invites the public to a Christmas exhibit
featuring the artwork of Masha Archer,
a.k.a. Maria Mukhin-Archer (jewelry),
Slava Gerulak (ceramics), Natalia Hatz
(batik on silk), Vitaliy Lytvyn (linocuts),
and others. The exhibit opens on
December 10 at 1 p.m. and runs through
January 14, 2001. Exhibit hours: Friday, 68 p.m.; Saturday-Sunday, 1-5 p.m.
Mayana is located at 136 Second Ave.,
fourth floor. For more information call
(212) 260-4490 or (212) 777-8144.
Website: http://www.brama.com/mayana;
e-mail: mayanagallery@aol.com.
Friday, December 15

NEW YORK: The Askold Buk Trio,
known for its fusion jazz sound, will be
playing at a pub night at the Dibrova
Club, Second Avenue and St. Mark’s
Place, starting at 9 p.m. The event is sponsored by the Orden Khrestonostsiv Plast
fraternity.
Saturday, December 16

NEW YORK, N.Y.: The New York
Branch of Plast is holding a banquet/ball
on the occasion of the 50th anniversary of
Plast in the United States. The event will
be held at the Fifth Avenue Ballroom, 24
Fifth Ave. and Ninth Street. Hors d’oeuvres, 7 p.m.; banquet, 7:30 p.m.; ball, 9:30

p.m. Formal attire. Tickets: $100, includes
dinner; $30, students, ball only. For reservations call (718) 668-0996. Checks
should be made out to Plast Inc.

NEW YORK: The New York City Branch
of Plast invites all children to come join us
for a visit with St. Nicholas at 2 p.m. in the
Plast building, 144 Second Ave. (corner of
Ninth Street). The heavenly office will be
accepting gifts starting at 10 a.m. for a
nominal handling fee. Please mark gifts
clearly and limit gifts to one per child.
Sunday, December 17

NEW YORK: The Shevchenko Scientific
Society will hold a literary reading by the
distinguished Ukrainian actor of theater
and cinema, Ivan Bernatskyj, based on
Pavlo Zaitsev’s book “Taras Shevchenko:
A Life.” It will be held at the society’s
building, 63 Fourth Ave. (between Ninth
and 10th streets), at 2 p.m. For more information call (212) 254-5130.

PASSAIC, N.J.: Plast, Passaic Branch,
invites all children, young and old, to a
Christmas play and a visit from St.
Nicholas that will take place at noon at St.
Nicholas School Hall, 212 President St.
The heavenly office will open at 10 a.m.
Please mark packages clearly.
CHICAGO: The Ukrainian American
Justice Committee and the Chicago

(Continued on page 29)

REMINDER REGARDING REQUIREMENTS:

There is a $10 charge per submission for listings in Preview of Events.
The listing plus payment must be received no later than one week before
the desired date of publication. There is also the option of prepayment for a
series of listings.
Listings of no more than 100 words (written in Preview format) plus payment should be sent to: Preview of Events, The Ukrainian Weekly, 2200
Route 10, P.O. Box 280, Parsippany, NJ 07054. Information sent by fax
should include a copy of a check, in the amount of $10 per listing, made out
to The Ukrainian Weekly. The Weekly’s fax number is (973) 644-9510.

