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UNA’s 35th Convention begins Parliamentary struggles continue
over election of leadership
Rep. Kaptur to address delegates
PARSIPPANY, N.J. – The Ukrainian
National Association’s 35th Regular
Convention gets under way in Chicago at
the Marriott O’Hare Hotel on Friday,
May 24, and will continue through
Tuesday, May 28. Rep. Marcy Kaptur
(D-Ohio), a member of the powerful
Appropriations Committee in the House
of Representatives, will address delegates
during the gala convention banquet on
Sunday evening, May 26.
Rep. Kaptur is a member of the
Congressional Ukrainian Caucus who
has journeyed to Ukraine on a number of
occasions, including visits to her family
in western Ukraine. She is currently serving her 10th term in Congress.
The UNA’s convention program
includes reports by members of the
General Assembly, that is, executive officers, auditors and advisors; elections of a
new General Assembly; voting on
amendments to the UNA By-Laws; a discussion on the fate of Soyuzivka; and a
discussion on the future of the UNA’s
activity in Canada.
In addition, during their five days in
Chicago, delegates will have an opportunity on Saturday evening, May 25, at
7 p.m. to attend a concert of Ukrainian
ensembles and soloists, and on Sunday,
May 26, to tour the Ukrainian Village
section of Chicago, with its churches,
financial institutions and Ukrainian
centers.
Another highlight of the convention
will be the banquet on Sunday evening,
May 26, beginning at 7 p.m. Featured
will be keynote addresses by two com-

by Maryna Makhnonos

Special to The Ukrainian Weekly

KYIV – The election of Ukraine’s parliament chairman and two vice-chairs
continued to be the subject of harsh
debates and tense political consultations
in the corridors of the Verkhovna Rada
for the past two weeks.
Soon after the Verkhovna Rada’s
swearing-in ceremony on May 14, lawmakers launched debates on electing
their leadership. The 450-seat Parliament
was expected to make its latest effort to
elect a speaker and other top officials on
May 21, but the six leading factions were
immersed in negotiations through the
night and into the next two days.
Following endless variants of the three
positions, the main competitors came
from the three largest parliamentary
groups, the pro-presidential United
Rep. Marcy Kaptur

munity leaders: Askold Lozynskyj, president of the Ukrainian World Congress
and former president of the Ukrainian
Congress Committee of America; and
Dr. Myron B. Kuropas, immigration historian and former vice-president of the
Ukrainian National Association.
Following are excerpts from the biography of Rep. Kaptur provided by her
congressional office.
***
Congresswoman Kaptur, who represents the Toledo area’s Ninth
(Continued on page 17)

by Roman Woronowycz
Kyiv Press Bureau

KYIV – The Ukrainian GreekCatholic Church has opened an exarchate
in the predominantly Orthodox eastern
region of Ukraine, announced Cardinal
Lubomyr Husar, archbishop major of the
UGCC, on May 13 in Kyiv.
Cardinal Husar said that on the previous day the Church had elevated a new
bishop, Stepan Menko, to lead the new

by Yaro Bihun

Special to The Ukrainian Weekly

Yaro Bihun

(Continued on page 3)

Cardinal Husar announces
exarchate in eastern Ukraine

Ukrainian activist honored in D.C. for anti-trafficking efforts

Oksana Horbunova (left) waves to the audience with Vital Voices Chair Melanne
Verveer .

Ukraine, the Our Ukraine bloc of exPrime Minister Viktor Yushchenko and
the Communists.
Minor groups of Social Democrats
(United), the Socialists and the opposition bloc led by Yulia Tymoshenko, the
country’s ex-vice prime minister, have
cast their support to different coalitions
as they have been formed and canceled.
“There’s a soccer game ... the ball is
being kicked from one goal to another,”
National Deputy and Ukraine’s former
President Leonid Kravchuk told the
Novyi Kanal TV channel on May 22.
In an address to the Parliament on
May 22, Mr. Yushchenko argued that
United Ukraine already has government
positions and should not demand the
Rada chairmanship, too. Furthermore, he
said that the Communists’ bids for the

WASHINGTON – A leading women’s
and human rights activist in Ukraine who
helped focus the world’s attention on the
growing international problem of trafficking in women and children was honored for her efforts during a ceremony at
the John F. Kennedy Center for the
Performing Arts here on May 16.
Oksana Horbunova, the Kyiv program
coordinator for the International
Organization for Migration, was joined
by three other women activists – from
Afghanistan, Northern Ireland and South
Africa – as the first award recipients to be
honored for their work in behalf of
women’s rights by Vital Voices Global
Partnership, an organization that supports
women’s groups worldwide in expanding
the participation of women in the politi(Continued on page 24)

Donetsk-Kharkiv Exarchate during an
archiepiscopal divine liturgy at Holy
Protectress Cathedral in Donetsk. Among
the notable individuals present at the ceremony besides Cardinal Husar, was
Archbishop Mykola Eterovic, the
Vatican’s papal nuncio to Ukraine,
UGCC Bishop Vasyl Medvit of the KyivVyshhorod Exarchate and local representatives of the Ukrainian Orthodox
Church – Kyiv Patriarch.
The Donetsk-Kharkiv Exarchate is the
second one established in Ukraine. The
Kyiv-Vyshhorod Exarchate was developed six years ago. An exarchate is a
church administrative structure headed
by a bishop, but considered an organizational notch below the level of a full
eparchy because of a more limited number of faithful and clergy.
During his sermon, newly installed
Bishop Menko said the UGCC does not
want other religious confessions in eastern Ukraine to feel threatened by the new
official presence of the Catholic Church
there.
“Our Church moves eastward with
love, peace and God’s blessings,” said
the new bishop, according to a UGCC
press release.
Cardinal Husar continued that theme
the day after the ceremony. He explained
that there is a considerable number of
UGCC faithful in the eastern regions of
the country, and the Church simply
wants to organize them and attend to
them properly.
“If we don’t look after them, who
(Continued on page 21)
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Ukraine’s ‘Pereiaslav complex’
and relations with Russia
ANALYSIS

by Dr. Taras Kuzio

RFE/RL Poland, Belarus and Ukraine Report

On March 13 President Leonid
Kuchma issued a decree to commemorate
the 350th anniversary of the PerEiaslav
Treaty of January 8, 1654, between
Rus’/Ukraine and Muscovy/Russia. Mr.
Kuchma ends his second term in office in
October 2004, so the commemoration
would therefore be one of his final acts
before leaving office. It would follow two
years of “Ukraine in Russia” and “Russia
in Ukraine” celebrations in 2002 and
2003.
The decree appointed Volodymyr
Lytvyn, the head of the presidential
administration and the For a United
Ukraine election bloc, as the head of the
organizing committee. Other members of
the committee were drawn from the government, the Academy of Sciences,
Parliament, the state administration, and
the cultural sphere. The activities planned
during the commemoration include academic conferences, roundtables, publication of books and brochures, cultural
events, competitions for students, exhibitions, and television and radio programs.
The Ukrainian and Crimean governments, and the State Committee on
Information, Television and Radio were
instructed to ensure that all of these
events are financed and efficiently organized.
In the Soviet era the Periaslav Treaty
was commemorated as the “reunion” of
two “brotherly peoples” who were united
in the medieval state of Kyivan Rus’ and
later torn apart by foreign intrigue but
fated to be always in union. This was to
buttress the argument of Soviet nationality policy that Russia was the “elder brother” and the sole inheritor of the Kyivan
legacy. An association of equals with
Ukrainians, therefore, was out of the
question as they were “younger brothers”
Dr. Taras Kuzio is a research associate at the Center for Russian and East
European Studies, University of Toronto.

and junior partners. As “union” was the
natural state of affairs, the desire of postSoviet Belarus to reunite with Russia is
understood as normal, while Ukrainian
independence is confusing, abnormal, and
unlikely to last. A view still held by the
majority of Russian citizens asserts that
Ukraine was never an independent state
and Ukrainians are not a nation separate
from Russians.
A small group of Russophiles in
Ukraine has continued to promote such a
historiography. Former Crimean
President Yurii Meshkov celebrated the
anniversary of the Periaslav Treaty in
January 1994, the same month he was
elected. This year the Russian Movement
of Ukraine appealed to President Kuchma
to make January 8 “the day of RussianUkrainian union.” The Communist Party
of Ukraine also continues to hold similar
views.
Only political forces that oppose
Ukrainian statehood continue to subscribe
to this Russophile and Sovietophile historiography, which makes President
Kuchma’s decree on commemorating the
Pereiaslav Treaty even more baffling. In
post-Soviet Ukraine, historiography is
dominated by the statist school that discusses the Kozaks within the framework
of national-liberation terminology and
refers to the 1648 uprising led by Hetman
Bohdan Khmelnytsky as a “Ukrainian
national revolution.”
Historiography in Russia, coupled with
historiography of Russia in the West, has
not changed its views on the Pereiaslav
Treaty. In contrast, Ukrainian historiography has undergone a radical rewriting
since the late Soviet era on such issues as
the Pereiaslav Treaty.
Just after the presidential election and
the referendum on independence on
December 1, 1991, newly elected
President Leonid Kravchuk said the
empire that had existed since 1654 had
ended because of Ukraine’s independence. “For me this is a source of great
(Continued on page 18)

The new Verkhovna Rada
and the questions of justice
by Jan Maksymiuk

RFE/RL Poland, Belarus and Ukraine Report

This week the newly elected
Verkhovna Rada convenes for its first
session. The main issue on the agenda is,
of course, the election of parliamentary
leaders (the chairman and two vice-chairmen) and the heads of two dozen parliamentary committees. A special group of
deputies preparing the new Parliament’s
first session has agreed on a great number of procedural matters but failed to
adopt a clear stance on how to distribute
parliamentary posts among the six blocs
represented in the Verkhovna Rada:
United Ukraine, Our Ukraine, the
Communist Party, the Yulia Tymoshenko
Bloc, the Socialist Party and the Social
Democratic Party (United).
It is known that the distribution of parliamentary posts will be made in two
Jan Maksymiuk is the Belarus,
Ukraine and Poland specialist on the
staff of RFE/RL Newsline.

separate stages (or, as deputies themselves refer to this process, in two “packages”): first, the voting for the three leading positions; second, the voting for the
posts of committee heads. It is also
known that the leaders of the six parliamentary blocs, who met together for the
first time on May 10 – that is, more than
a month after election day – agreed to
share parliamentary posts “justly,” the
Ukrainska Pravda website reported. But
justice seems to mean different things for
different parties.
United Ukraine and the Social
Democrats (the pro-presidential forces)
want the parliamentary positions to be
distributed proportionally to the number
of deputies in the parliamentary caucuses, as they were formed after the process
of recruiting some of those deputies who
ran as independents in single-mandate
constituencies. The other four forces
want these positions to be distributed
proportionally to the number of seats
(Continued on page 16)
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Kuchma to accept Yushchenko as PM?

KYIV – Oleksander Zadorozhnyi, the
permanent presidential representative in the
Verkhovna Rada, told journalists on May 22
that President Leonid Kuchma does not rule
out the formation of a Cabinet of Ministers
headed by Our Ukraine leader and former
Prime Minister Viktor Yushchenko, provided that Mr. Yushchenko’s bloc backs the
candidacy of United Ukraine leader
Volodymyr Lytvyn for Parliament chairman,
UNIAN reported. According to Mr.
Zadorozhnyi, such an agreement was
reached during President Kuchma’s meeting
with Messrs. Lytvyn and Yushchenko the
previous day. Mr. Zadorozhnyi noted, however, that Mr. Yushchenko had issued an
“ultimatum” on May 22, demanding that the
president dismiss the government of
Anatolii Kinakh before the election of parliamentary leadership. Mr. Zadorozhnyi
added that this demand “destabilizes the situation in the state” and cannot be endorsed
by Mr. Kuchma. Meanwhile, Our Ukraine
lawmaker Mykola Tomenko said Our
Ukraine will sign an accord on joint actions
in the Verkhovna Rada with United Ukraine
only after President Kuchma issues two
decrees – one dismissing the Kinakh
Cabinet and the other proposing Mr.
Yushchenko as a new prime minister for
parliamentary approval. (RFE/RL Newsline)
Opposition blocs dislike possible alliance

KYIV – Socialist Party leader
Oleksander Moroz appealed on May 22 to
Our Ukraine lawmakers not to form a parliamentary coalition with United Ukraine,
UNIAN reported. Mr. Moroz said the people voted for Our Ukraine as an alternative
to the government. “I’d like all of you [from
Our Ukraine] to avoid reasons for regretting
after some time that we are living in the
times of betrayal and a mercenary
approach,” Mr. Moroz said. Former Vice
Prime Minister Yulia Tymoshenko said her
parliamentary bloc will not support any
joint proposals from Our Ukraine and
United Ukraine for the distribution of parliamentary posts. Ms. Tymoshenko noted
that there are still chances to form a parliamentary coalition between her bloc, Our
Ukraine, the Communist Party, and the
Socialist Party. (RFE/RL Newsline)
World Bank considers new loan

KYIV – World Bank Vice-President
Johannes Linn concluded two-day talks
with government officials on May 21 by
praising Ukraine for progress in reforms
and exceptional growth despite two years of
global economic turmoil, the Associated
Press reported. Mr. Linn predicted that
Ukraine’s economy will grow by 4 to 6 per-
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cent in 2002. He noted that Ukraine has
made “remarkable progress” in eliminating
pension and public-sector wage arrears, initiating land reform, improving the business
environment, making privatization more
transparent and implementing targeted
social assistance. However, he called for
more vigorous tax collection, reduced tax
exemptions, restructuring of the State
Savings Bank, continued energy-sector
reforms and more efficient government
administration. Mr. Linn said this fall he
will most likely propose that the bank’s
board of directors release a $250 million
loan to Ukraine in one installment instead
of dividing it into separate tranches as was
done previously. (RFE/RL Newsline)
Kuchma meets with EC president

BRUSSELS – President Leonid Kuchma
flew to Brussels on May 15 for an unofficial meeting with European Commission
President Roman Prodi, the UNIAN news
service reported. Mr. Prodi told journalists
after the meeting that “specific steps” in
mutual cooperation will be reviewed at an
European Union-Ukraine summit in
Copenhagen in July. He added that he and
President Kuchma had discussed the possibility of the EU granting Ukraine the “status
of neighbor.” The introduction of such status with regard to Ukraine, Belarus and
Moldova was endorsed by the EU foreign
ministers last month. Mr. Kuchma commented that Kyiv will not push for its membership in the European Union as long as
Ukraine has not achieved “European standards.” (RFE/RL Newsline)
Germany grateful for return of archive

BERLIN – German Foreign Minister
Joschka Fischer thanked Ukraine on May
15 for returning one of German music’s
most valuable treasures — an archive of
music by Johann Sebastian Bach and his
children that was lost during World War II,
the Associated Press reported. Last
November Kyiv returned the collection of
about 5,000 documents – including signatures and scores by Bach and his children –
to Berlin, where it was originally housed as
part of the Berlin Sing Academy. Mr.
Fischer praised the Ukrainian government
for taking a leading role in the “sensitive
and difficult process of restoring misplaced
cultural artifacts,” and expressed confidence
that other German treasures still in Ukraine
will also be returned soon. (RFE/RL
Newsline)
Kuchma apologizes for cemetery row

KYIV – President Leonid Kuchma has
apologized for the scandal surrounding the
(Continued on page 10)
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Melnychenko confirms he has testified
before U.S. grand jury in California
by Yaro Bihun

Special to The Ukrainian Weekly

WASHINGTON – The former bodyguard of Ukrainian President Leonid
Kuchma, Mykola Melnychenko, confirmed that he has testified before a U.S.
grand jury in California but declined to say
in which case.
“I have been called to help in an investigation,” he said during a press briefing here
May 21, “but I would like to say that this is
not an investigation of [Pavlo] Lazarenko”
– the former prime minister of Ukraine
awaiting trial in San Francisco for money
laundering and other crimes.
Mr. Melnychenko said that he could not
say anything more about the grand jury
investigation, but added that he was convinced “that this investigation will help in
the fight against organized crime.”
Mr. Melnychenko also repeated his
claim that one of his recordings show that
President Kuchma actually gave his consent to the sale of the Ukrainian-built
Kolchuha air defense system to Iraq in July
of 2000 after Valerii Malev, who headed
Ukraine’s arms export agency, informed
him that Iraq had expressed an interest in
buying the system.
The government of Ukraine has denied
this claim, and on April 29 the U.S. State
Department said that the United States had
seen “no credible evidence” that the air
defense system was transferred to Iraq and
that Ukraine had assured Washington that
such a transfer had not and would not take
place.
Mr. Melnychenko stressed that it was not
Ukraine that agreed to sell illegal arms.
“The illegal sale of arms was the work of
senior Ukrainian government officials,” he
said.
The press briefing was held in the

Washington offices of Radio Liberty/Radio
Free Europe on the very day Ukrainian
Internet journalist Heorhii Gongadze would
have celebrated his 33rd birthday had he
not been killed under circumstances that,
again, according to allegations based on Mr.
Melnychenko’s secret recordings, involve
President Kuchma in his disappearance.
Mr. Melnychenko has received political
asylum in the United States.
Appearing with Mr. Melnychenko at
the briefing was Bruce Koenig, a former
FBI audio expert who earlier had analyzed segments of the secret recordings
and pronounced that they were neither
compiled or edited. He reiterated his
conclusion that he “found nothing
wrong” with them.
As for the whereabouts of the estimated
1,000 hours of secretly recorded presidential conversations, Mr. Melnychenko said
these recordings are not on U.S. territory.

Mykola Melnychenko

Yaro Bihun

Kuchma and Putin meet in Sochi
by Maryna Makhnonos

Special to The Ukrainian Weekly

KYIV – Ukraine’s President Leonid
Kuchma on May 17 praised Russia’s
warmer ties with NATO during a brief oneday visit to the Russian Black Sea resort of
Sochi, where he also discussed bilateral
cooperation with his Russian counterpart,
Vladimir Putin.
Mr. Kuchma noted that relations between
Russia and its former Cold War foe, NATO,
had improved, which was demonstrated
during the latest NATO summit in
Reykjavik, Iceland.
“This is an epoch-making event,”
President Kuchma was quoted by the
Interfax news agency as saying. “This is
acknowledgment that there is no Cold War
and that Russia is not somebody’s enemy,
but a partner in global cooperation.”
Mr. Kuchma spoke at the Bocharov
Ruchei presidential residence after several
hours of consultations with Mr. Putin.
Though he supports ties with the alliance,
President Putin reiterated his position that
Russia has no interest in joining NATO.
“Russia is going to participate in the
decision-making process for issues such as
the fight against terrorism, humanitarian
operations,” Mr. Putin said, according to
Interfax.
Mr. Putin also encouraged Ukraine to
strengthen its relations with NATO, saying
that he is “absolutely sure that Ukraine
would not stand away from broadening
interaction with NATO and the Western
countries.”
President Kuchma said last month that
Ukraine seeks closer ties with NATO.
Asked in April whether Ukraine would be

interested in joining NATO, Mr. Kuchma
said: “Invite us.”
Ukraine gave up its nuclear arsenal after
declaring itself a neutral country when it
proclaimed independence from the Soviet
Union in 1991. The country has actively
participated in NATO-sponsored multinational exercises as well as in U.N. peacekeeping contingents in Lebanon, Kosovo
and Sierra Leone.
Other issues on the meeting’s agenda
included the countries’ cooperation in the
gas sector. Both presidents agreed to deepen
cooperation in gas transport from Russia to
Europe via Ukrainian pipelines. They did
not provide details, however, about concrete
measures or figures for expanding this
cooperation.
“I’m glad the gas problem changed from
a discordant element to a subject of cooperation,” Mr. Kuchma told journalists.
Presidents Putin and Kuchma also
focused on the activities of the Eurasian
Economic Community (EEC) that comprises Russia, Belarus, Kyrgyzstan and
Tajikistan. After making indefinite statements about Ukraine’s participation in the
EEC earlier in the year, Mr. Kuchma stated
his country’s strong intention to join the
grouping.
“We made the first step when became
[EEC] observers,” Mr. Kuchma said, as
quoted by Interfax. “The next and deeper
steps in this direction are not far off,” he
added.
Mr. Putin said that Ukraine may see a
1.5 percent increase in its gross domestic
product if it opens its borders to EEC trade
partners.
Some pro-Western Ukrainian politicians
(Continued on page 27)

National Rukh leader Udovenko discusses
increased role of U.N. presidents’ council
SUNDAY, MAY 26, 2002

by Andrew Nynka

NEW YORK – Members of the council
of former presidents of the United Nations
General Assembly met on May 17 to further
define their role within the world’s largest
peacekeeping body and strengthen the influence of future U.N. General Assembly presidents, said Ukrainian parliamentarian, 52nd
U.N. General Assembly president and
member of the presidents’ council Hennadii
Udovenko.
During an extensive interview given
exclusively to The Ukrainian Weekly and
Svoboda newspapers at Ukraine’s
Permanent Mission to the U.N. that same
day, Mr. Udovenko answered questions
ranging from the work and goals of the
presidents’ council to inquiries into the state
of Ukrainian politics and the election of the
Verkhovna Rada’s new leadership – an
issue that remains fiercely debated in
Ukraine.
According to Mr. Udovenko, the presidents’ council was initiated by the organization’s current head and the 46th president of
the General Assembly, Saudi Arabia’s
Samir Shihabi in 1997-1998 during the
Ukrainian diplomat’s term at the helm of
the assembly. The creation of the council
sought to “strengthen the role and influence
of the General Assembly – the greatest representative organ of the United Nations –
and, specifically, its president,” said Mr.
Udovenko.
“We would like to see the U.N. General
Assembly, and its president, play a larger
role in mitigating the world’s economic,
political and social problems,” Mr.
Udovenko added.

Parliamentary struggles...

(Continued from page 1)
position contradicted the results of the
March 31 elections, in which reformist
parties won.
Ex-presidential chief of staff and
leader of the United Ukraine bloc
Volodymyr Lytvyn said his group was
ready to “recognize all candidates,” but
his colleague, former Transport Minister
Valerii Pustovoitenko, insisted that the
faction would not support any proposal
that doesn’t contain Mr. Lytvyn as chairman.
Communist representatives blamed
both the Yushchenko and Lytvyn factions
for blocking the Verkhovna Rada’s work.
“There’s just a fight over whose faction wins,” Communist lawmaker
Heorhii Kriuchkov told the 1 + 1 TV
channel on May 22. By the middle of this
week Mr. Yushchenko’s position had
changed from that of a moderate negotiator with the pro-presidential bloc to its
definite foe.
After indicating a compromise under
which Our Ukraine might support Mr.
Lytvyn as chairman if its nominees were
named Rada vice-chairman and prime
minister, Mr. Yushchenko said later on
May 22 that Mr. Lytvyn’s candidacy is
unacceptable.
Being afraid of an unstable accord
with United Ukraine concerning the
prime minister ’s appointment, Mr.
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However, the Ukrainian diplomat would
not elaborate on the details regarding how
the presidents’ council sought to attain that
goal, saying only that the influence and success of the General Assembly’s past presidents would be the driving force behind the
presidents’ council.
Although the presidents’ council is not an
official body of the U.N., in 2001 members
of the General Assembly passed a resolution initiated by the Ukrainian delegation to
the U.N. that, according to Mr. Udovenko,
officially recognized the presidents’ council
as a consultative body to the United
Nations.
Mr. Udovenko also took the time to comment on the current political situation in
Ukraine. According to the National Rukh
of Ukraine (NRU) leader and member of
the Our Ukraine parliamentary faction, the
parliamentary elections in Ukraine showed
a high level of political activity within
Ukraine and the success of the Our Ukraine
faction. He added, however, that the composition of the Verkhovna Rada’s new leadership is a “complicated issue” – one that
the Ukrainian diplomat said keeps him in
contact with Kyiv on a daily basis.
However, Mr. Udovenko did not further
elaborate on who he believed would make
up the new Rada leadership, saying only
that, with respect to Our Ukraine leader
Viktor Yushchenko, “he does not see himself in a leadership role in the Verkhovna
Rada” – a comment perceived to indicate
Mr. Yushchenko’s willingness to, once
again, attain the post of Ukrainian prime
minister. Experts regard the attainment of
(Continued on page 19)

Yushchenko said his faction would join
the opposition camp if Mr. Lytvyn
becomes Rada chairman.
Earlier in the week, lawmakers of the
Our Ukraine bloc said they would break
ties with all political forces whose allies
in government pressure them, claiming
that its members have been instructed in
government offices to vote for specific
candidates for Parliament chairman.
“This shows that Ukraine is turning into
a totalitarian state,” the bloc said in a
statement on May 20.
Opposition factions led by Ms.
Tymoshenko and Socialist leader
Oleksander Moroz did not propose any
candidate choosing to coordinate their
efforts with Mr. Yushchenko’s faction.
However, they urged fellow deputies not
to trust the pro-presidential forces.
“One cannot believe President Leonid
Kuchma and his personal circle,” opposition lawmaker Oleksander Turchynov
said, according to Interfax.
Over Wednesday night, the “group of
four,” including Our Ukraine, Ms.
Tymoshenko’s and Mr. Moroz’ s blocs
and the Communists, agreed to propose
two packages of candidates, but neither
was approved as of Thursday afternoon.
The latest proposal of candidates
included the names of Our Ukraine’s
Roman Bezsmertnyi, Communist Adam
Martyniuk, and Socialist Stanislav
Nikolaienko. Another variant also proposed Mrs. Tymoshenko as vice-chair.

This issue of The Ukrainian Weekly is reaching all members
of the U.S. Congress thanks to the generous sponsorship of

Self Reliance (New York)
Federal Credit Union.
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Journalists from Ukraine visit UNA Corporate Headquarters
by Roma Hadzewycz

PARSIPPANY, N.J. – The Ukrainian
Weekly played host on April 26 to a visiting group of eight journalists from various
regions of Ukraine who were in the United
States on a study tour under the auspices
of the International Visitors’ Program
funded by the U.S. Department of State.
The group included print and broadcast media representatives from
Kirovohrad, Kharkiv, Chernivtsi,
Khmelnytskyi, Chernihiv, Odesa, Rivne
and Kyiv – all of them from Ukraine
Market Reform Press Clubs established
with the help of U.S. funding.
Marta Kolomayets, the former director
of the Ukraine Market Reform Education
Program, explained that a network of press
clubs from cities throughout Ukraine was
established several years ago and now that
program has turned into a Ukrainian nongovernmental organization. She characterized this as a success story for the U.S.
Agency for International Development.
Ms. Kolomayets, once a member of The
Ukrainian Weekly’s editorial staff and a
former Kyiv correspondent for the newspaper, still serves as the press club network’s
adviser. There are 24 such regional press
clubs – 12 of them full-time and 12 parttime – in Ukraine (the only oblast that does
not have such a club is Luhansk). They
have a coordinator in Kyiv and all conduct
their activity in the Ukrainian language.
Meanwhile, the Ukraine Market
Reform Education Program recently won
a five-year grant to continue its public
education projects; it is now called the
Center for Ukrainian Reform Education

Roma Hadzewycz

A group of visiting journalists from various regions of Ukraine is seen outside the UNA Corporate Headquarters, where
they visited with the editorial staffs of The Ukrainian Weekly and Svoboda, as well as UNA executive officers.

(CURE). The journalists’ tour was the
fourth international visitors’ trip in which
team members of the Ukraine Market
Reform Education Program took part in
during the last three years; other trips were
for business reporters, think-tank representatives and NGO management.

RECORDING DEPARTMENT
MEMBERSHIP REPORT – APRIL 2002
Martha Lysko, National Secretary
Juvenile
6,482
7,455
13,937

Adult
13,481
16,800
30,281

ADD
2,951
0
2,951

Total
22,914
24,255
47,169

New members
New members UL
Reinstated

12
1
13

24
0
12

0
0
6

36
1
31

Died
Cash surrender
Endowment matured
Fully paid-up
Reduced paid-up
Extended Insurance
Certificates lapsed (active)
Certificate terminated

0
10
13
13
0
14
14
0

39
19
19
27
0
37
3
6

0
0
0
0
0
0
0
36

39
29
32
40
0
51
17
42

Total Active Members – 3/2002
Total Inactive Members –3/2002
Total Members – 3/2002
ACTIVE MEMBERSHIP
Gains in 4/2002

Total Gains:
Losses in 4/2002

Total Losses
Total Active Members – 4/2002

26

36

6

150
13,367

36
2,921

250
22,732

Paid-up
Reduced paid up
Extended insurance

13
0
14

27
0
37

0
0
0

40
0
51

* Died
* Cash surrender
Pure endowment matured
Reinstated to active
Certificates lapsed (inactive)

3
7
1
13
1

47
17
1
12
6

0
0
0
0
0

50
24
2
25
7

30,148

2,921

Gains in 4/2002

Total Gains
Losses in 4/2002

Total Losses
Total Inactive Members – 4/2002

TOTAL MEMBERSHIP – 4/2002

(* Paid up and reduced paid up policies)

27

25
7,457

13,901

64

83
16,781

0

0
0

At the UNA Corporate Headquarters,
where The Ukrainian Weekly’s editorial
offices are located, the Ukrainian journalists
learned about the Ukrainian National
Association and its two newspapers, and
visited with the editorial staff of Svoboda
and officers of the Ukrainian National
Association.

Correction

The Soyuzivka administration notes
that the correct dates for the UNA
Seniors conference are June 9 through
14, not June 11-15 as noted in the news
item submitted last week.

Yo u n g UNA ’ ers

68

64
6,444

INACTIVE MEMBERSHIP

The Ukrainian journalists were in the
United States on April 13-28, as part of a
program whose theme was “The Role of
Independent Media Associations in a
Democratic Society.” The aim was for
press club leaders to see how they can
make themselves sustainable in the regions
and give them creative ideas in their work.
Their itinerary included: Washington,
Denver, Kansas City, Mo., and the New
York Metropolitan area. The group visited universities, especially schools of
journalism, press clubs and advocacy
organizations, media watchdog groups, as
well as local officials, and local print and
broadcast media.

91

108
24,238
46,970

Ivan and Mykhailo Lev Bachynsky, sons of Dr. Inna and Yarema A. Bachynsky,
are new members of Branch 184 in New York. They were enrolled by their parents.
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Report of Ukrainian National Association Financial Department
Reconciliation of Ledger Assets

October
2001

November
2001

Dues And Premiums From Members:
Dues From Members
Annuity Premiums From Members
Universal Life Premium
Reinsurance Premiums Paid

Net Profit(Loss) On Bonds And Stocks Sold Or Bonds Matured

Official Publications Income

$

Donation To Ukrainian National Heritage Defense Fund
Donations To Fund For The Rebirth Of Ukraine
Due To Broker
Due to Ukr Nat'l Foundation
Exchange Account-UNURC
Reserve For Unpresented Checks
Branch dues payable
Unallocated funds
Transfer To Orphans Fund

Total Increases In Ledger Assets

February

2002

2002

March
2002

111,264.98
61,175.00
11,720.72
-279.50
183,881.20

184,437.83
236,739.78
5,795.34
-425.84
426,547.11

126,959.19
52,850.00
14,087.69
0.00
193,896.88

113,771.24
26,574.51
8,055.03
-556.76
147,844.02

169,402.71
141,299.24
14,829.51
-9,892.42
315,639.04

$

1,067.15
215,157.46
1,479.41
51,835.14
90,781.41
3,899.81
37,350.84
15,167.00
416,738.22

234.98
176,821.86
799.27
30,186.69
77,231.10
7,222.35
15,012.90
15,167.00
322,676.15

154.47
215,502.02
2,289.36
29,638.43
63,152.13
2,650.83
30,523.93
15,163.00
359,074.17

872.96
201,211.56
20.62
36,969.33
31,038.69
611.35
21,445.63
17,333.00
309,503.14

80.06
307,272.67
1,181.90
28,605.27
15,929.89
628.33
14,019.47
17,333.00
385,050.59

127.59
397,097.84
1,662.81
38,218.13
14,045.72
652.30
14,227.91
17,333.00
483,365.30

$

81,671.68

105,157.08

109,415.85

81,482.59

102,996.38

125,991.20

0.00

0.00

1,000.00
1,000.00

10,000.00

0.00

-5,435.73
5,362.84
715.00
12,630.31
597,512.92

0.00
100,000.00
60.00
244,457.80

410.76
636,301.75

478.66
764.94
0.00
345,761.40
1,270,756.94

$
$

$

14,024.99

0.00

0.00
18,614.47
437.73

172,247.02
421.97

-512.96

1,483.43
570,396.09
15,142.71
1,506.07

0.00

0.00
1,988.20

0.00

0.00

410.76

0.00

0.00
19,052.20
1,004,819.61

172,668.99
784,383.42

90.00
590,618.30
1,485,142.47

115,206.63
81,583.37
79,794.89
44,691.51
301.38
128.21
0.00
828.22
322,534.21

125,859.00
81,496.63
275,152.36
41,328.85
0.00
39.90
43,077.51
4,975.47
571,929.72

88,704.00
64,894.00
78,822.97
34,004.43
347.97
169.50
0.00
1,919.56
268,862.43

129,698.00
39,837.00
12,029.62
29,849.31
824.37
681.18
0.00
2,012.72
214,932.20

82,668.00
59,119.00
19,751.09
27,730.70
3,151.82
146.63
26,160.57
1,815.51
220,543.32

$

312.34
6,363.96
891.96
7,568.26

127,673.00
77,123.00
56,031.44
43,675.08
137.07
766.27
0.00
3,245.13
308,650.99

$

11,441.00
783.90
0.00
720.58
2,311.77
0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
57,491.86
0.00
3,051.23
0.00
0.00
334.68
150.00
0.00
521.24
2,200.00
7,536.57
2,000.00
316.15
0.00
9,741.65
2,490.83
9,000.00
37,812.78
6,799.50
14,265.86
47,346.02
450.00
3,508.28
-50.00
8.77
220,232.67

11,558.00
541.80
0.00
563.33
1,452.99
247.84
0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
1,258.27
14,301.98
0.00
2,114.70
0.00
0.00
428.47
150.00
0.00
2,087.79
-300.00
8,459.30
0.00
1,073.19
3,734.30
6,377.00
2,835.74
0.00
37,812.78
5,504.85
14,265.86
46,306.39
-125.00
3,569.60
-180.32
115.65
164,154.51

9,972.10
2,386.80
2,793.46
762.97
767.77
261.00
8,531.47
2,474.54
22,424.61
3,000.00
0.00
-21,026.84
14,534.67
2,717.92
3,671.51
0.00
125.21
462.50
0.00
-723.00
-475.00
10,083.87
0.00
160.21
0.00
-706.61
2,588.68
223.50
-12,832.44
4,269.00
15,515.87
52,131.71
0.00
1,531.70
65.26
109.19
125,801.63

10,260.00
868.10
502.00
525.27
3,096.72
686.51
0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
42,875.15
1,407.36
0.00
200.00
0.00
3,552.46
0.00
3,492.68
0.00
2,775.00
0.00
2,000.00
602.11
0.00
3,150.28
3,023.51
0.00
20,931.04
5,839.10
15,515.87
46,290.38
0.00
2,895.90
-16,203.12
48.50
154,334.82

386.00
1,201.80
0.00
519.71
0.00
290.44
0.00
0.00
0.00
200.00
0.00
49,767.85
0.00
1,286.03
50.00
0.00
836.43
0.00
1,139.67
0.00
-244.00
4,367.18
0.00
650.18
0.00
5,180.07
3,238.62
78.00
20,931.04
3,055.92
15,515.87
47,715.73
0.00
-20.70
14,081.51
0.00
170,227.35

33,030.00
561.80
0.00
529.01
1,420.95
37.79
7,300.00
2,300.00
21,900.00
3,000.00
0.00
17,993.21
0.00
4,586.25
412.00
0.00
399.49
398.05
526.67
0.00
-28.00
10,983.75
0.00
428.63
0.00
5,602.76
3,312.55
1,264.70
20,931.04
4,330.29
15,515.87
69,683.94
100.00
5,459.65
2,121.61
49.10
234,151.11

$

-193.46
1,447.20
2,636.35
3,890.09

3,243.23
2,906.10
3,459.23
9,608.56

0.00
132.00
4,558.27
4,690.27

0.00
226.25
14,242.64
14,468.89

2,915.21
16,595.57
6,742.29
26,253.07

0.00
1,744.98
8,851.47
10,596.45

$

147,422.66

125,829.16

114,891.14

108,492.69

89,500.69

115,475.74

133,852.12

$

0.00
523.64
1,539.00
0.00

0.00
1,010.67
17,017.25
0.00
2,589.21
0.00
992.55

0.00
1,432.67
1,776.00
0.00

0.00
0.00
68.00
0.00

0.00
0.00
446.17
0.00

5,659.63
-259.52
471.00

$

DECREASES IN LEDGER ASSETS

Paid To Or For Members:
Death Benefits
Endowments Matured
Annuity Benefits And Partial Withdrawals
Cash Surrenders
Universal Life Withdrawals
Interest On Death Benefits
Fraternal Benefits
Dividend Accumulations

Commissions, Rewards And Refund Of Expenses:
Commissions And Overrides On Universal Life
Reward To Organizers
Reward To Special Organizers
General Expenses And Fraternal Payments:
Actuarial And Statistical Expenses
Advertising
Auditing Committee Expenses
Bank Charges
Bank Charges For Custodian Account
Books And Periodicals
Depreciation Of E.D.P. Equipment
Depreciation Of Printing Plant
Depreciation Of Real Estate
Donations
Dues To Fraternal Congresses
Employee Benefit Plan
Expenses Of Annual Sessions
Field Conferences
Fraternal Activities
Furniture & Equipment
General Office Maintenance
Indigent Benefits Disbursed
Insurance-General
Insurance-Workmen's Compensation
Investment Expense
Legal Expenses-General
Medical Examiner's Fee
Medical Inspections
Operating Expense of Canadian Office
Postage
Printing and Stationery
Professional Fees
Rent
Rental Of Equipment And Services
Salaries Of Executive Officers
Salaries Of Office Employees
Scholarships
Telephone
Transfer Account
Traveling Expenses-General
Taxes, Licenses And Fees:
Taxes-Canadian Premium, Investment and Business Taxes
Insurance Department Fees
Taxes-Federal, State And City On Employee Wages
Loss On Bonds, Stocks and Foreclosed Properties
Real Estate

Official Publications Expenses

Miscellaneous:
Convention Expenses
Certificate Loans Adjustments
Donation From Fraternal Fund
Due To Broker
Due From Ukrainian National Foundation, Inc.
Reserve For Unpresented Checks
Unallocated funds
Exchange Account-UNURC
Trust Fund Disbursed
Total Decreases In Ledger Assets

Increase(Decrease) In Ledger Assets During The Period

Amount Of Ledger Assets At The Beginning Of The Month
Amount Of Ledger Assets At The End Of The Month

$

$

$

$

$

Cash
Short Term Investments
Bonds
Mortgage Loans
Certificate Loan
Real Estate
Printing Plant & E.D.P. Equipment
Stocks
Loan to D.H.-U.N.A Housing Corp.
Loan To U.N.U.R.C.
Total
STEFAN KACZARAJ
Treasurer

6,660.30

99,960.99

0.00
26.90

$
$
$
$

SUMMARY OF LEDGER ASSETS

Nicholas Roman Ratycz, son of
Roman and Olesia Ratycz, is a new
member of UNA Branch 172 in
Whippany, N.J. He was enrolled by his
grandparents Rostyslaw and Helen
Ratycz.

January

119,255.10
343,437.61
11,408.27
-768.46
473,332.52

Miscellaneous:

Christina Vera Deychakiwsky, daughter of Nicholas S. Deychakiwsky and
Oksana Pronych, is a new member of
UNA Branch 233 in Loraine, Ohio.
She was enrolled by her parents.

2001

INCREASES IN LEDGER ASSETS

Investment Income:
Banks
Bonds
Certificate Loans
Mortgage Loans
Real Estate
Short Term Investments
Stocks
Urban Renewal Corporation

Joseph Nicholas Chromiak, son of
Joseph and Anna B. Chromiak of
Starkville, Miss., is a new member of
UNA Branch 172 in Whippany, N.J.
He was enrolled by his parents.

December

$

809.01
17,381.87
26.00
18,216.88

0.00

92,976.73

588.85
32,407.81
0.00
32,996.66

1,000.00

161,419.96

2,777.36

469.17
-149.83
0.00
319.34

0.00

130.19

0.00
2,089.54
810,358.72

500.00
22,109.68
741,546.51

5,986.03
1,018,715.41

0.00
198.19
636,177.05

65,035,257.80

65,229,718.69

65,272,555.60

65,738,982.66

194,460.89

65,229,718.69

October 31,
2001

42,836.91

65,272,555.60

November
2001

30,

466,427.06

65,738,982.66
December
2001

31,

-38,664.13

65,700,318.53
January 31,
2002

672.92
10,124.10
0.00
10,797.02

0.00

69,156.53

469.37
9,486.85
0.00
9,956.22

9,504.50

76,822.56

0.00
3,845.26
149,768.18
907.08
154,966.69
761,808.60

3,659.62
12,962.93
708,389.21

65,700,318.53

65,574,811.68

-125,506.85

65,574,811.68
February 28,
2002

3,432.20

562,367.73

66,137,179.41
March 31,
2002

837,008.01
-404,053.76
823,600.51
417,660.41
279,486.42
632,162.84
2,053,588.28
1,861,216.24
16,001.12
435,000.91
554,961.17
461,932.77
44,417,543.95
45,435,948.97
46,412,285.33
46,407,704.38
45,907,562.57
45,905,369.28
5,936,514.57
5,896,081.15
5,876,203.38
5,832,623.75
5,811,539.52
5,904,016.09
307,707.70
301,487.76
298,789.28
292,380.91
292,687.87
293,485.55
2,803,535.29
2,804,800.31
2,783,187.81
2,783,408.37
2,783,598.98
2,761,698.98
137,419.09
137,419.09
126,166.18
126,166.18
126,166.18
116,566.18
5,831,850.76
6,335,104.80
6,098,198.01
6,100,822.58
6,514,257.93
6,757,396.68
104,551.04
104,551.04
104,551.04
104,551.04
104,551.04
104,551.04
2,800,000.00
2,800,000.00
3,200,000.00
3,200,000.00
3,200,000.00
3,200,000.00
$ 65,229,718.69 65,272,555.60 65,738,982.66 65,700,318.53 65,574,811.68 66,137,179.41
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The UNA’s 35th Convention

As this issue of The Weekly goes to press on Friday morning, May 24, the opening
gavel of the 35th Regular Convention of the Ukrainian National Association is about
to sound. During the next five days, delegates from the UNA’s branches throughout
the United States and Canada – 142 are slated to arrive – as well as members and honorary members of the UNA General Assembly will hear officers’ reports; engage in
discussion on the activity, both successes and failures, during the past four-year term;
vote on proposed changes to the UNA By-Laws; determine the fate of Soyuzivka; and
discuss the future of the UNA in Canada. (Some of these issues, in particular the bylaws proposals, were covered in an editorial published on April 28.)
In particular, delegates will be asked to consider reducing the size of the General
Assembly from the current 25 members, down to 14. The issue is: is less more? Or to
put it another way: are fewer members of the General Assembly – fewer officers,
fewer auditors, fewer advisors – better for the UNA as a whole? Opinions are mixed:
perhaps there should be fewer auditors, but the same number of officers; perhaps the
number of advisors can be reduced somewhat, or perhaps it should remain the same.
We urge the delegates to deliberate with care and caution.
The fate of Soyuzivka hangs in the balance. Some will urge simply selling the
resort because it has been a serious drain on the UNA’s finances for years. Others will
urge taking a more creative approach to save what many consider our community’s
treasure. Again, we ask the delegates to tread carefully. A decision on Soyuzivka
affects much more than the UNA’s bottom line; the issue is much more complex than
a simple arithmetic can indicate. Soyuzivka is an institution; it is part and parcel of the
UNA’s public face.
In between the discussions on these and other issues, there will be all sorts of politicking and posturing, as the convention elects a new UNA leadership for the next four
years. Yet again, we encourage delegates to listen carefully, to read the officers’
reports, to ask questions and insist on getting answers, and then to cast their votes
wisely.
Also, between the lines, there will be fundamental questions. What is the UNA to
be? Will the UNA stay true to its founding principles? Will fraternalism continue to
serve as its foundation?
The decisions made by convention delegates have ramifications that go beyond the
UNA. After all, history has shown us that the fates of the UNA and our community
have been inextricably linked. We wish the delegates to the Ukrainian National
Association’s 35th Convention patience, tenacity, strength and, above all, wisdom that
will benefit future generations of UNA’ers and our community.

May

31

Turning the pages back...

“Preparing for the next convention...” was the headline of the
editorial published four years ago in this paper after the conclusion of the 34th Convention of the Ukrainian National
Association. That convention’s agenda included many vital
issues: mergers, amendments to by-laws, decisions on the future of fraternal activities, etc. –
and that was in addition to the usual program of discussion of officers’ reports, electing a
new General Assembly and passing resolutions for the good of the organization. Following
are excerpts from our 1998 post-convention editorial, which looked ahead to 2002.
***
Clearly what is needed is a different approach – a preparatory one, we would say.
How so? Well, take the by-laws changes. Had delegates been briefed in advance ... they
would have had time to become familiar with the proposals and discuss them with fellow
UNA’ers, in particular the members whose interests they were elected to represent. Thus,
less time would have been spent at the convention ... Take the radical proposals for reorganizing the UNA and cutting back on fraternal activities. Had these been discussed
beforehand in the UNA’s official publications, delegates would have known what significant matters await their action and would have been prepared for difficult decisions. ...
Take the matter raised by one of our readers, who questioned why candidates for
office do not announce their intentions before the convention. The principal reason is
the antiquated primary elections procedure that, in effect, is a nominations process.
Anyone’s name can be written in as a candidate for any post – provided the person is a
UNA member. This write-in procedure is also a vehicle for candidates who do not wish
to declare, for one reason or another, to test the waters. Potential candidates can have
their supporters write in their names for more than one position and then, sensing the
sentiments of the delegates, they can choose which office to run for in the final balloting. If new procedures were instituted ... candidates could announce their intentions
beforehand, tickets could be formed, and delegates could make a serious effort to
become informed about the candidates’ qualifications and their vision for the organization they seek to lead.
And maybe, just maybe, there would then be time at the convention for break-out sessions on specific topics, say, marketing/public relations, cooperation between the UNA’s
sales force and secretaries, the UNA’s insurance portfolio and its fraternal benefits.
There is also the matter of financial reporting. Wouldn’t it be helpful to receive a report
that is easy to understand? One that clearly delineates where the UNA’s expenses and revenues are to be found, one that provides delegates with the information they need to make
critical decisions on the future of UNA publications, its resort, its sales operations, etc. One
example: delegates were told that cutting back Soyuzivka’s season to three and a half
months would save money, yet no cost analysis was provided. ...
... Therefore, we urge more preparation, more openness, and more trust in the delegates’
ability to make the right decision once they are given the information they require.

1998

Source: “Preparing for the next convention...” (editorial), The Ukrainian Weekly, May
31, 1998, Vol. LXVI, No. 22.
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NEWS AND VIEWS

The Ukrainian Weekly:
a most valuable fraternal activity
by Roma Hadzewycz

The Ukrainian Weekly was born on
October 6, 1933, as a newspaper with a
dual mission: keeping Ukrainian
Americans involved in the Ukrainian
community and telling the world the
truth about Ukraine. Since its first issue
rolled off the presses in Jersey City, N.J.
The Weekly has served several generations of Ukrainian Americans, many of
whom have taken on leading roles in our
community life. The Weekly continues
its mission today thanks to the support of
our publisher, the Ukrainian National
Association, as well as our devoted readers.
The newspaper was the brainchild of
Svoboda Editor-in-Chief Luke Myshuha,
who had the foresight to see that new
generations of Ukrainian Americans were
being lost to the Ukrainian community
because those born in this country were
different from their immigrant parents.
Therefore, he proposed to the 18th
Convention of the Ukrainian National
Association in 1933 that an English-language news forum written and edited
exclusively by youth be established by
the UNA.
The UNA realized that an English-language publication would be essential in
disseminating the truth about Ukraine and
Ukrainians in English-speaking America
and beyond. This was especially critical
at a time when the world knew next to
nothing about the famine raging in
Soviet-dominated Ukraine, at a time
when certain elements – enamored of the
USSR – denied that there was any famine
even as millions were dying of starvation.
The Weekly also was a pioneer in
propagating the idea that one did not
have to speak, read and write Ukrainian
to be Ukrainian, that what mattered most
was what was in one’s heart and mind.
Thus, it preserved and sustained generations of Ukrainian Americans and our
community.
From its inception The Ukrainian
Weekly has been a shining example of
the community service provided by its
publisher, the Ukrainian National
Association. The Weekly and its sister
publication, Svoboda, never were a
money-making venture, nor were they
intended to be. They were, simply put,
the UNA’s way of giving back to the
Roma Hadzewycz has been editor-inchief of The Ukrainian Weekly since
1980. Prior to that she was co-editor and
and assistant editor at the paper. In addition, Ms. Hadzewycz served as an advisor on the Ukrainian National
Association’s General Assembly in 19901998, and in 2000-2002.
The article above was written for the
Commemorative Journal of the 35th
Regular Convention of the Ukrainian
National Association.

Ukrainian community – or, in insurance
terms, fraternal benefits offered by a fraternal benefit life insurance company to
its members and their community.
Through the decades The Ukrainian
Weekly’s mission continued and was
expanded.
In 1990 the 32nd UNA Convention
adopted a resolution calling for the opening of a Kyiv Press Bureau. That became
reality in January 1991 and, as a result,
The Ukrainian Weekly was on the
ground in Ukraine when independence
was proclaimed. Today the bureau continues to provide unparalleled coverage
of developments in Ukraine. In 1994 the
33rd UNA Convention recommended
opening a Toronto Press Bureau. The
bureau opened a year later and functioned until October 1999.
The Ukrainian Weekly Archive, maintained and continuously updated as a
community service by Weekly staffers,
was inaugurated on August 20, 1998.
Located at www.ukrweekly.com, the site
now contains 11,115 full-text articles,
including archival materials published in
the newspaper since its founding in 1933.
The website also contains the largest collection of materials on the Internet dedicated to the Great Famine of 1932-1933
in Ukraine, the full texts of all issues
published in 1996-2001, as well as
excerpts of the top news stories published each week during the current year.
Our newspaper’s two-volume work
“The Ukrainian Weekly 2000” (published in 2002 and 2001), provided a
sampling of the major events covered by
The Weekly by reprinting the most significant articles from the period of 19331999.
During the past seven decades, our
community and its members have undergone tremendous changes. The Weekly
has grown and matured with them,
changing to meet the needs of new generations while continuing to work for the
Ukrainian commonweal. Today the paper
continues as the voice of our community
and as a respected source of information
about Ukraine and Ukrainians wherever
they may be. It is no longer for youth
only, but for all who are interested in
Ukraine and Ukrainians, be they scholars, politicians, businesspeople or journalists. The Weekly is sent to all members of the U.S. Congress.
***
Newspapers have been described variously as chronicles of the times, mirrors
of society, purveyors of information,
leaders of public opinion. Throughout its
history The Ukrainian Weekly – now in
its 69th year – has been all of the above.
Thus, it’s been an incalculable benefit to
the UNA and Ukrainians worldwide – a
most valuable fraternal activity that
makes the Ukrainian National
Association so much more than just an
insurance company.
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extends greetings and best wishes
for a successful 35th Convention of the UNA!

– Editor-in-Chief Roma Hadzewycz, Editors Roman Woronowycz,
Andrew Nynka and Ika Koznarska Casanova
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What will you do next summer
...if there is no Soyuzivka?
by Chris Szpak

As I sit here on the Veselka patio looking
out at the magnificent view of the Catskill
Mountains, I think to myself, how can we
let go of a place like Soyuzivka? There really is no place like it. I have never been so
proud to be Ukrainian or call myself a
Soyuzivka employee. I love this place and I
know I am not alone.
Yes, it has its faults. Buildings are in
need of fresh paint, and rooms should be
upgraded. I understand that, in a business
aspect, it is failing. I also understand that
something must be done, because it can no
longer run with a continuing deficit.
However, we must take a close look at all
the options before we choose to take the
easy way out and sell it off to the highest
bidder.
Ask yourself these questions and really
take a second to answer them: When was
the last time you visited Soyuzivka, or
“Suzy-Q”? Did you take a deep breath of
the crisp, fresh mountain air? Did you enjoy
a polka or slow dance under the stars at a
Saturday night zabava? Did you hike to the
waterfalls or the cliffs? (You should, the
views are phenomenal!)
How many friends and acquaintances
have you made through the years of vacations up at “the Q”? Did you attend your
first camp here? Did your children follow in
your footsteps and come to camp at
Soyuzivka? Did you fill your stomachs with
the delicious Ukrainian and American food
that we serve? When was the last time you
came to a theme night?
Did you meet your “significant other”
here? Did you kiss in the woods? Did you
ever attend a wedding? Were you ever a
worker during the summer? Did you learn
about the Ukrainian culture? How many
great pictures and fond memories do you
have of your vacations at Soyuzivka?
Now, imagine that all this is gone. All of
it – no more Hutsul night, no more
varenyky, no more getting tan and swimming at a pool with an amazing view, no
more places to get a 12-course Ukrainian
Christmas dinner, no more “Tabir Ptashat,”
no more get-togethers with friends you
Chris Szpak is an office assistant at
Soyuzivka who has worked at the resort
for the past four years during the summer
months, last year during weekends and
steadily since last October. In August she
will leave Soyuzivka to study for a Ph.D.
in pharmacy at the University of North
Carolina at Chapel Hill.

haven’t seen since you worked here 10
years ago, and no more Chemney.
Where are you going to go for vacation
next year?
Well, unfortunately, the threat of selling
this one-of-a-kind property to outsiders has
never been so real. Do you realize that one
of the main topics at the UNA convention
this Memorial Day weekend is what to do
with Soyuzivka? The only thing that is not
an option is for the UNA to hold on to it.
We’ve already had people here to measure
our rooms and propose what can be done
once someone decides to take over the
resort.
I beg you not to just sit there and let this
happen. How can you let all this slip away
and deprive your children and grandchildren of the wonderful opportunities you
had?
I know that it has been said before, but I
will say it once more: Save Soyuzivka. It’s
now or never!
People have said to us hundreds of times:
“We’ll invest or help out however possible.” Well, now is the time to step up to the
plate. If we don’t do something very soon,
there will be no more Soyuzivka. It will
simply be another resort in the mountains,
with no history or culture.
Just imagine the possibilities: all rooms
with television, air-conditioning and
Internet connections; an elegant restaurant
above the patio overlooking the mountains
while you dine on our four-star cuisine; a
bubble over the tennis courts, so that one
can play tennis year-round. What about a
top-notch health spa so that you can get a
massage after a long, hard Saturday night
zabava? And with gambling coming up to
the area, the opportunities are endless!
Where there is a will, there is a way. I
have the will; I am looking to all of you to
help find the way. I want to see this resort
prosper for at least another 50 years. We
need to work together in order to save our
Ukrainian culture and Soyuzivka. Spend a
week, or even a weekend, with us this summer, come to the zabavy, check out the surprises we have in store for our 50th anniversary, have your kids attend our various
camps, and take advantage of the discounts
we have for July 28 through August 10 –
our Friends and Family of Soyuzivka
weeks.
Call us, (845-626-5641), fax us (845626-4638), write us (Soyuzivka, P. O. Box
529, Kerhonkson, NY 12446), e-mail us
(sqss@aol.com), or visit our website
(www.soyuzivka.com). We need your help.
It’s now or never.

A photo from the Bryk wedding from Soyuzivka’s past.
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Faces and Places
by Myron B. Kuropas

The UNA Convention: our last hurrah?
If the UNA Home Office has its way,
this year’s convention in Chicago may
prove to be the UNA’s last hurrah.
On the docket for by-laws changes are a
number of recommendations that reflect a
mindset urging survival, not revival. “We
need to keep bailing,” we are being told,
“or we’ll sink.” Isn’t that what we’ve been
doing for the past few years? Bailing?
Think of the fraternal benefits we’ve
thrown overboard recently. We no longer
have a 15-story building in Jersey City or a
government relations office in Washington;
or Ukrainian cultural courses for teenagers
at Soyuzivka; or a children’s magazine; or
a book store; or a printing press. Svoboda,
the oldest, continuously published newspaper in the world, is no longer a daily. The
Svoboda Index has been abandoned as has
our sales office in Toronto. The UNA
members no longer receive dividends and
compensation for branch secretaries has
been reduced. The popular “UNA Day on
the Hill” is a distant memory. The event
was a highly effective political action initiative during which UNA members visited
their senators and representatives after
which all attended a UNA-sponsored
reception in the U.S. Capitol building.
Are we finished bailing? Maybe not. We
still have Soyuzivka and our two publications. Are they next?
According to articles in The Ukrainian
Weekly, a number of by-laws changes are
being recommended by the Home Office.
Many of them are the result of suggestions
by Ihor Hayda and the Connecticut District
Committee.
The first recommendation is to reduce
the size and significance of the General
Assembly. If approved by the delegates,
there will only be one vice-president
instead of two, three auditors instead of
five, and nine advisors instead of 14.
Honorary members of the General
Assembly whose experience and institional memory has proven invaluable in the
past, will no longer have their travel
expenses to the annual sessions or conventions fully reimbursed. Since honorary
members are all retired with limited funds,
this provision will effectively curb their
participation.
A second recommendation will mandate
that all future conventions be reduced from
four days to three. In order to accomplish
this feat, a third suggestion is that all convention delegates limit their questions to
two minutes and suggestions to five minutes. This will severely limit discussion by
delegates even more and will eventually
render their input irrelevant. There is no
suggestion, of course, to limit the amount
of time current elected officials have on the
floor.
A fourth by-laws change will mandate
that all future UNA conventions be held at
Soyuzivka. This will abolish the kind of
local presence and political significance
which conventions in a major city provided
our organization in the past.
A far more significant by-laws revision
would require paid UNA executives to
present reasons at the convention regarding previous convention resolutions that
have been totally ignored under a current
provision that allows paid executives to
do what they deem best. Today, most convention resolutions are disregarded by the
General Assembly. Is it asking too much
to require paid executives to offer reasons
for their indifference? Otherwise, why
have resolutions? Why have conventions

for that matter?
An Illinois delegate suggests the elimination of a current provision barring honorary members from elected office even if
they resign from their honorary position.
This stipulation is offensive to convention
delegates. It was put into place for no other
reason than to prevent Joseph Lesawyer
from running for president at every convention. I am no great friend of Joseph
Lesawyer, but I say let the delegates decide
if Mr. Lewsawyer or any other Honorary
Member deserves to be elected to a UNA
post.
There are other issues that need to be
discussed on the convention floor. One
concerns the Ukrainian American
Coordinating Council, established on
October 1, 1983, in Washington. I was
once a strong supporter of the UACC,
served as its first vice-president, and had
high hopes that its creation could serve
both as a unifying force and as healty competition for the Ukrainian Congress
Committee of America. That hasn’t happened. The UCCA grew in significance,
while the UACC has become a much
diminished paper organization. The UNA
lost many members and a cadre of dynamic
organizers as a result of its support of
UACC. It is time for us to withdraw from
the UACC and to remain neutral.
There are other recommendations that
have been discussed by UNA delegates in
Chicago but have not been approved by the
home office. One is to hire organizers from
the Fourth Wave who will enroll their own
people. They must be paid well or they
won’t succeed. Fourth wavers know fourth
wavers best and can better convince them
that membership in the UNA is in their
interest.
Another recommendation is to emulate
fraternal organizations that are successful.
The Polish National Alliance is one of
them. Edward Moskal, PNA president, has
recently purchased two banks for his
organization. Mortgages are offered by the
banks along with PNA membership.
Every UNA convention is important
but this convention is especially so. As
anyone familiar with the history of the
UNA knows full well, our organization
has experienced many ups and downs during its 108-year history. Membership
decreased when 13 branches broke off
from the Rusyn-dominated Union of
Greek Catholic Ruthenian Brotherhoods
(now called the Greek Catholic Union) in
1894 and established the Ruskyi Narodnyi
Soyuz (RNS). More members left when
17 branches exited the RNS to establish
the Ukrainian Workingmen’s Association
(now the Ukrainian Fraternal Association)
in 1910. When the RNS became the
Ukrainian National Association in 1914 a
number of die-hard Rusyns cashed in their
policies. The Great Depression resulted in
a temporary membership decline between
1929 and 1933. With the exception of this
four-year period, however, UNA membership has consistently increased every year
from 1894 until 1974, when our total
membership reached 89,107. Every year
thereafter our membership has steadily
declined.
Will we continue to bail in order to survive, or will we revive? Only the convention delegates know the answer.
Myron Kuropas’ e-mail address is:
mbkuropas@compuserve.com.
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(Continued from page 2)
opening of the Polish military cemetery in
Lviv, Polish and Ukrainian media reported
on May 17. The previous week the Lviv
City Council refused to accept the Polish
version for the inscription on a monument
at the cemetery, and President Alexander
Kwasniewski subsequently canceled his
visit for the opening ceremony that was
planned for May 21. “Politics is not done
on the graves of soldiers,” President
Kuchma said in his statement. “Ukraine
cannot accept somebody’s attempts to
politicize this issue. I apologize to Poland
and to President Kwasniewski for our failure to complete the construction of the
memorial and to pay tribute as scheduled. I
am confident that society will find a balanced decision.” Canceling his trip, Mr.

THE UKRAINIAN WEEKLY

Kwasniewski said the conditions for conducting the opening in a “dignified manner” do not exist. On May 16 deputies of
the Lviv City Council had rejected Polish
proposals regarding the main inscription at
the cemetery and the reconstruction of
monuments to U.S. and French soldiers
who fought on the Polish side in the PolishBolshevik war of 1920. The Polish side
proposed the inscription reading “To
unknown soldiers who heroically fell for
Poland in 1918-1920,” while the Lviv
councilors excluded the word “heroically”
from the phrase. The Lviv City Council
also did not agree to the installation of the
monuments to U.S. and French soldiers.
(RFE/RL Newsline)
Court clears suspect in journalist’s murder

DONETSK – A court in Donetsk on
May 17 acquitted Yurii Verediuk, a man
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suspected of killing television journalist
Ihor Aleksandrov, and ordered a new investigation, the UNIAN news agency reported.
The murder investigation and Mr.
Verediuk’s trial have been repeatedly criticized by Ukrainian commentators for inefficiency. (RFE/RL Newsline)
Kuchma slams poor Chornobyl funding

KYIV – President Leonid Kuchma on
May 16 criticized Cabinet members for
allocating insufficient funds for Chornobylrelated expenses in this year’s budget, the
UNIAN press service reported. According
to Mr. Kuchma, the 2002 budget provides
for 220 million hrv ($41 million) to be spent
on the maintenance of facilities of the
closed Chornobyl plant, which covers only
some 60 percent of actual needs. Mr.
Kuchma also criticized the way international funds have been spent, saying that donor
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governments have claimed that Ukraine
does not fulfill its obligations to fund
Chornobyl problems appropriately.
(RFE/RL Newsline)
Pope creates new dioceses for Ukraine

LVIV – On May 4 Pope John Paul II
created two new Roman Catholic dioceses
for Ukraine, nominated two new auxiliary
bishops for the Lviv archdiocese, and
accepted the retirement of and replaced
the bishop of central Ukrainian
Kamianets-Podilskyi. The pope has erected a new Roman Catholic diocese for
eastern Ukraine, Kharkiv-Zaporizhia, taking territories that were previously part of
the Kyiv-Zhytomyr and the KamianetsPodilskyi dioceses. Auxiliary Bishop
Stanislaw Padewski has been named bishop of the new diocese. The new diocese
of Odesa-Symferopol has been created
out of territory previously part of the diocese of Kamianets-Podilskyi. Msgr.
Bronislaw Bernacki has been nominated
bishop of the new diocese. Msgr. Marian
Buczek and the Rev. Leon Maly have
been nominated auxiliary bishops of the
Roman Catholic archdiocese of Lviv.
Pope John Paul II has accepted the resignation from pastoral duties of Bishop Jan
Olszanski of the Kamianets-Podilskyi diocese. He has nominated Auxiliary Bishop
Leonid Maksymilian Dubrawski to fill the
position. (Religious Information Service
of Ukraine)
Kuchma to control cathedral’s restoration

KYIV – President Leonid Kuchma
promised to allocate 30 million hrv (about
$5.5 million U.S.) to complete the restoration of St. Volodymyr Cathedral in
Khersones, Crimea. Early in the morning of
May 5, Mr. Kuchma attended Easter services in the cathedral, led by Metropolitan
Volodymyr Sabodan, head of the Ukrainian
Orthodox Church – Moscow Patriarchate.
The president will personally control the
process of restoration of the second biggest
Orthodox church in Ukraine to ensure that
the work is finished by the end of the year.
According to tradition, the church was built
at the place where Prince Volodymyr the
Great was baptized. The church was partially destroyed during World War II, taking
the direct hit of a German missile during
the second defense of Sevastopol. The first
stage of the church’s restoration cost 35
million hrv. During the second stage, the
restoration will be finished and the walls of
the cathedral will be painted. (Religious
Information Service of Ukraine)
Apostolic nuncio presents Vatican awards

KYIV – Archbishop Nikola Eterovic,
apostolic nuncio in Ukraine, presented
some government officials of Ukraine with
Vatican state awards for their active part in
the organization of the papal visit to the
country in June of 2001. The ceremony was
held on April 12 in the apostolic nunciature
in Kyiv. According to the press service of
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Ukraine,
among the recipients of the award were
Volodymyr Lytvyn, head of the presidential
administration; Anatolii Zlenko, minister of
foreign affairs; Yurii Bohutskyi, minister of
culture, Yurii Smirnov, minister of internal
affairs; and Oleksander Omelchenko,
mayor of Kyiv. (Religious Information
Service of Ukraine)
Ukraine’s economy continues to grow

KYIV – Prime Minister Anatolii
Kinakh said on May 14 that the country’s
gross domestic product (GDP) increased
by 4.1 percent in January-April of this
year, compared to the same period in
2001, Interfax reported. The following
day the government endorsed a draft plan
of action, according to which the economy in 2003-2004 is to grow by 6 percent,
the UNIAN news service reported.
(RFE/RL Newsline)

Soyuzivka at 50: much to contemplate, much to celebrate
No. 21

THE UKRAINIAN WEEKLY

Soyuzivka’s Green Pool.

by Sonia Semanyshyn

KERHONKSON, NY – This year we are celebrating
the 50th anniversary of a wonderful institution –
Soyuzivka. A lot has changed in these 50 years, yet a lot
has stayed the same. Soyuzivka is a beautiful place in the
country where life surrounds you with peace and quiet.
Weddings here are the best ever. Soyuzivka is a place
where your children can run around, swim and play without a care, where everyone watches out for everyone else.
Let’s not lose sight of the good things we have. Come
and celebrate the goodness of Soyuzivka. Our resort
promises to have surprises for you all summer long. We
will host 50th anniversary commemorative weeks
specifically during the time period of July 28 to August
11. On August 3 we have scheduled a cabaret concert to
celebrate family and friends. On August 10 we will celebrate with the crowning of Miss Soyuzivka, with a surprise judge. We invite everyone to come and visit us.
***
I extend my best wishes to the UNA executive committee, auditors, advisors, convention delegates and
guests. May you have an informative and successful
convention marked by intelligent decision-making. I
hope you will allow Soyuzivka to continue to exist,
albeit under a management plan that will not be a deficit
to the UNA. There is a way to handle the Soyuzivka
dilemma, but it has to be given the proper consideration.
Even if you have never been at Soyuzivka, please do
not cut us out of the picture. Please come and experience
what the resort has to offer. Please consider – really consider – all the options available, for, while the business
brain says a deficit is a deficit and we cannot handle this
anymore, the heart says please give us a chance.
Let’s use the proper resources and vehicles to turn to
the Ukrainians who say they care, write an open letter to
all the people who use Soyuzivka and see what response
is generated.
Soyuzivka is a jewel in the Catskill region. It is a veritable treasure of our community. Let’s see to it that it
remains our treasure to use for generations to come.
Sonia Semanyshyn is office manager at Soyuzivka.

SUNDAY, MAY 26, 2002

11

Children at play during one of the resort’s camps.

Young winners of the annual Labor Day weekend swim meet.

Miss Soyuzivka 2002 Larysa Blaha (right) and runners-up (from left) Natalie Rojowsky, Daria Krycki and
Lesia Bida.

Members of the Pawluk wedding party at Soyuzivka.

U.S.-Ukraine Foundation distributes
new business dictionary in Ukraine
12
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by Miriam Bates

WASHINGTON – “Basic Economic
Financial and Business Terminology,” an
English-Ukrainian dictionary of business
terms, was recently distributed to over 120
educational institutions in Ukraine through
the support of the Books for Ukraine
Project of the U.S.-Ukraine Foundation.
Rostyslav Sonevytsky, author of the dictionary, said he began working on the dictionary in the early 1990s, after the collapse
of the Soviet Union, to fill a compelling
need among “teachers and students, who
were trained in socialist economics [and]
were not exposed to basic terminology of
Western economic theory.”
Mr. Sonevysky was able to contribute
his talents and past experience in business
and economics in the United States toward
the creation of this dictionary. Born in
Ternopil, Mr. Sonevytsky received his master’s degree in economics from Columbia
University and worked for almost 30 years
for IBM in New York in the realm of financial planning and market research. The dictionary was completed in 1995, but in that
same year Mr. Sonevytsky suffered a fatal
heart attack, leaving behind his manuscript
to his wife. The current edition, printed in
Ukraine, was made possible by funding
from his wife, Chrystia.
The U.S.-Ukraine Foundation’s role in
distributing the dictionary across Ukraine
is its latest action in providing assistance
to education in Ukraine though the Books
for Ukraine Project. Established in
January 2000, Books for Ukraine provides books and other informational
resources at a no-cost basis to Ukrainian
educational institutions through support
and donations from individuals and

organizations in the United States.
More than 500 new and used books
(mostly English) of all themes and topics,
such as biographies, business, children,
computers, political science and history,
travel and high school textbooks, have
been collected and distributed in the past
two years. A few of the recipients include
the Kyiv-Mohyla Collegium, Lesia
Ukrainka Library at Volyn State
University, the Nikopol Department of
Education, Artemivsk City Central
Library System and the Bukovyna State
Medical Academy in Chernivtsi.
(Continued on page 23)

Cover of a new dictionary of EnglishUkrainian business and economic terms.
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Metro Washington community marks
16th anniversary of Chornobyl disaster
WASHINGTON – The Ukrainian community of the Metropolitan Washington
area on April 21 commemorated the 16th
anniversary of the Chornobyl nuclear disaster.
This event took place under the patronage of St. Andrew Ukrainian Orthodox
Cathedral and was co-sponsored by the
Chornobyl Committee of the Washington
Ukrainian American Community Network,
the Ukrainian Medical Association of North
America, the Ukrainian American
Coordinating Council, the Ukrainian
Association of Washington and the
Ukrainian Shevchenko Scientific Society.
All the above organizations, including
the Holy Trinity Particular Ukrainian
Catholic Church and St. Andrew Ukrainian
Orthodox Cathedral, as well as individual
donors, contributed towards the production
of CDs and DVDs of the “Chornobyl
Panakhyda” composed by Roman Hurko,
and the future publication of a booklet about
Chornobyl to be included as part of a CD
and DVD package.
Other organizations benefiting from the
donations are those charities involved in
helping Ukrainian children suffering from
the medical consequences of the Chornobyl
disaster, include: the Orphan Children of
Chornobyl Fund of the Ukrainian Orthodox
Church; the Fund to Aid the Children from
Ukraine (a charity under the auspices of the
Ukrainian Catholic Churches of St.
Constantine in Minneapolis and St. Steven
in St. Paul, Minn.); and the Chornobyl Fund
of the United Ukrainian American Relief
Committee.
The Chornobyl commemoration began
with an ecumenical panakhyda for the victims of the 1986 tragedy held at St. Andrew
Ukrainian Orthodox Cathedral. The service

was concelebrated by the Rev. Volodymyr
Steliac of St. Andrew’s, the Rev. Taras
Lonchyna of the Holy Trinity Particular
Ukrainian Catholic Church, and the Rev.
Nestor Iwasiw of the Ukrainian Catholic
National Shrine of the Holy Family.
Immediately following the panakhyda,
more than 150 guests assembled in the
adjoining St. Andrew Church hall, tastefully
decorated by Olya Masnyk, to participate in
the rest of the commemorative program.
Dr. Larissa Fontana welcomed the guests
and introduced the program participants.
The St. Andrew Church Choir, under the
direction of Dr. Ihor Masnyk sang “Bozhe
Velykyi.” Opening remarks were delivered
by Volodymyr Yatsenkivskyi, minister
counselor and deputy chief of mission of
the Embassy of Ukraine, followed by a
summary of the medical consequences of
the Chornobyl disaster by delivered Dr.
Masnyk. Larissa Patukhiv ended the first
part of the program by playing, with great
sensitivity, several musical selections on the
bandura.
The highlight of the event was the guest
appearance of Maestro Hurko of Toronto.
He spoke briefly about his musical career
and liturgical works, and played a DVD
recording of his beautiful and stirring
“Chornobyl Panakhyda” for the appreciative audience.
This composition was performed for the
first time in Kyiv on April 26, 2001, to
commemorate the 15th anniversary of the
Chornobyl tragedy and was taped in the
splendid surroundings of the newly rebuilt
St. Michael’s Cathedral. The Panakhyda
was professionally sung by the Frescoes of
Kyiv Chamber Choir and was conducted by
(Continued on page 23)
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UCCA dedicates information center for new immigrants
by Tamara Gallo

Ukrainian Congress Committee of
America

NEW YORK – After nearly three
years of planning, debating and renovating, the decision of the Ukrainian
Congress Committee of America to open
an information center for the newest
Ukrainian immigrants in New York City
became a reality on Saturday, May 11.
On that day, clergy from the Ukrainian
Catholic Church, members of the UCCA
executive and national boards, representatives from various Ukrainian organizations and financial institutions, as well as
many of Ukraine’s newest immigrants
gathered at the entrance of the UCCA’s
building in lower Manhattan to dedicate
the UCCA Informational Center for New
Immigrants.
As in traditional Ukrainian ceremonies, members of the ensemble
Ukrainian Family, under the direction of
Oksana Lykhovyd, welcomed the public
to the new premises with bread and salt,
followed by the singing of the Ukrainian
national anthem.
UCCA President Michael Sawkiw Jr.
opened the events by remarking:
“Though this center is dedicated to
Ukraine’s newest immigrants, it is to be
used by everyone who desires to build a
strong, united, and vibrant Ukrainian
community.”
Following the opening remarks, the
Rev. Izydor Ilnycky from St. George
Ukrainian Catholic Church in Manhattan
and the Rev. Deacon Yury Malachowsky
from Holy Cross Ukrainian Catholic
Church in Astoria accompanied the
UCCA president in officially opening the
new center by ceremoniously cutting a
ribbon. The clergy then performed the
religious rite of blessing the new premises.
The UCCA president welcomed the
guests and commented that the opening
of the center comes at a unique time for
the Ukrainian American community,
which is commemorating the 125th
anniversary of the first Ukrainian immigration to the United States.
Mr. Sawkiw then introduced Ms.
Lykhovyd, director of the UCCA’s
Informational Center for New
Immigrants, who described the opening
of the center as a truly “historic and
timely event for Ukrainians in the United
States” as it gives new immigrants the
means to use the services available at the
center such as English-as-a-Second
Language (ESL), computer training, and
even citizenship courses. “This will help
the new immigrants integrate themselves
into American society and be a part of
the greater Ukrainian community,” she
added.
On behalf of the UCCA executive
board, Mr. Sawkiw presented Ms.
Lykhovyd with two gifts for the center:
an engraved cross and a bulava, both

from Ukraine.
Following the opening remarks, the
Ukrainian Family ensemble performed a
brief concert of various songs, incorporating both its youngest and oldest
artists. Halfway through the performance, representatives from various financial institutions and organizations delivered brief remarks welcoming the opening of the UCCA Information Center for
New Immigrants.
Vsevolod Salenko, representing the
Ukrainian National Federal Credit
Union, praised the UCCA for its foresight in creating the center and spoke of
the necessity to incorporate Ukraine’s
newest immigrants into the ever-expanding Ukrainian American community. In
concluding his comments, Mr. Salenko
declared a $1,000 donation from the
credit union to the UCCA for the new
center.
Bohdan Kekish, representing the Self
Reliance (NY) Federal Credit Union also
extended his greetings and well wishes
to those assembled. Recognizing the significant contributions that the newest
immigrants can and will give to the revitalization of the Ukrainian community in
the United States, Mr. Kekish presented
a check for $2,000 to the UCCA for its
efforts in establishing the center.
Other greetings were presented by
Nadia Sawchuk from the Ukrainian
National Women’s League of America;

UCCA President Michael Sawkiw greets Oksana Lykhovyd and her Ukrainian
Family ensemble.
Myroslaw Shmigel from the UCCA
branch in New York; and the Rev.
Deacon Malachowsky.
Following the conclusion of the pro-

gram, the participants were invited to
tour the newly inaugurated room, where
a small reception was held with toasts of
Crimean champagne.

Saskatchewan UCC board member honored by province
SASKATOON – The Province of
Saskatchewan honored Paul Ortynsky,
pharmacist and longtime Ukrainian
Canadian community activist on April 25
when, during a ceremony at the
Provincial Legislative Building in
Regina, he was invested with the
Saskatchewan Volunteer Medal. Mr.
Ortynsky has served several terms as a
board member of the Ukrainian
Canadian Committee’s Saskatchewan
Provincial Council.
The government of Saskatchewan in
1995 established an honor to recognize
the volunteer sector on the occasion of
the province’s 90th anniversary: the
Saskatchewan Volunteer Medal.
Saskatchewan has one of the highest
rates of voluntarism in Canada. Each
volunteer reaches outside his or her personal activities to help others and make
daily life in the province better for everyone. Formal recognition of volunteers is
a way both of expressing the gratitude of
the community and of presenting role
models to the people of the province.
Mr. Ortynsky is a longtime active participant in community, business and civic
affairs of Canora. His contributions
include service as: a former mayor of the
town of Canora; past vice-president of

Parkland Regional College Canora
Ukrainian Centennial celebrations and
millennium reunion; past national president, Ukrainian Professional and
Business Association; Canora branch
president, Ukrainian Canadian Congress;
president, Canora Ukrainian Heritage
Museum; member of the Senate,
University of Regina; member,
Provincial Government’s Advisory
Committee on Saskatchewan-Ukraine
Relations.
Mr. Ortynsky was a recipient of the
1999 UCC-SPC Nation Builders award
presented by the UCC Saskatchewan
Provincial Council.
The Saskatchewan Honors Advisory
Council recommends deserving individuals from nominations across the
province. Recipients receive a medal, a
certificate and a lapel pin, and may use
the initials SVM after their names.
Fifty-seven Saskatchewan residents
have been awarded the medal since its
inception in 1995. Mr. Ortynsky was
one of seven activists honored at this
year’s ceremony in recognition of outstanding volunteer service and exceptional community involvement beyond
normal professions or duties.

Kim Digney

Paul Ortynsky, recipient of the
Saskatchewan Volunteer Medal.
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Ukrainian Canadian conference “rocks” Edmonton
by Andrij Makuch

EDMONTON – A recent gathering at
the University of Alberta looked at the topic
of “Ukrainians in Canada from the Great
War to the Cold War.” Titled “A Rock and
a Hard Place,” the conference on April 1113 brought together Ukrainian Canadian
specialists and enthusiasts to hear presentations on matters ranging from a history of
the hemp seed oil press in east central
Alberta to a treatment of the Vasile
Avramenko dance repertoire within the
“paradigm of national art.”
The conference was organized by the
Ukrainian Canadian Program (UCP) of the
Canadian Institute of Ukrainian Studies
(CIUS). Financial support was provided by
the University of Alberta and the Taras
Shevchenko Foundation. The April date
was chosen by the conference organizers so
that it would coincide with the 25th
anniversary banquet of the CIUS and, thus,
highlight the institute’s important role in the
development of Ukrainian-Canadian studies over the last quarter-century.
The event was the largest gathering of its
type since the “Cross-Stitching the
Borders” conference, which was held in
late November 1998 in Toronto. As such, it
provided a rare opportunity for people in
the field to gather en masse in one place.
Conference participants were quite pleased
with the quality of the papers overall, and
they were keen to see another academic
conference on a Ukrainian Canadian theme
organized in the foreseeable future.
The conference also provided an opportunity for representatives of the CIUS-UCP,
the Ukrainian Resource and Development
Center at Grant MacEwan College in
Edmonton, the Canadian Center for
Ukrainian Culture and Ethnology
(CCUCE) at the University of Alberta, the
Prairie Center for the Study of Ukrainian
Heritage (PCUH) in Saskatoon, the Center
for Ukrainian Canadian Studies at the
University of Manitoba, and the Canadian
Foundation for Ukrainian Studies get
together before the conference to look at
ways in which to best cooperate in the
development of Ukrainian Canadian studies. The information-sharing and networking session was productive, and several
modest, but wholly realizable, initiatives
were agreed upon.
The conference officially opened on
Thursday with a wine and cheese reception
at the university’s Faculty Club. The conviviality of the evening was enhanced with
the Edmonton launch of two recent works
on Ukrainian Canadian themes: Sonia
Mycak’s “Canuke Literature: Critical
Andrij Makuch is research coordinator,
Ukrainian Canadian Program, Canadian
Institute of Ukrainian Studies.

Frances Swyripa

Jars Balan

Essays on Canadian Ukrainian Writing” and
Bohdan Kordan’s “Canada and the
Ukrainian Question, 1939-1945: A Study of
Statecraft.”
Dr. Mycak, who came from Australia for
the conference, related how over time and
through several visits to the Great White
North, she had become familiar with and
appreciative of the Ukrainian Canadian
experience. Dr. Kordan coyly avoided
going into detail about the contents of his
latest book, which was published by
McGill-Queen’s University Press, and
instead encouraged those in attendance to
also have a look at the various PCUH publications which were available for purchase.
The academic portion of the conference started on Friday morning with a session on “Pivotal Personalities.” The Rev.
Dr. Myroslav Tataryn (University of
Saskatchewan) examined the tribulations of
the socially and nationally conscious
Ukrainian Catholic clergyman Nicholas
Shumsky as he struggled with a succession
of troubled and divided parishes; Myron
Momryk (National Archives of Canada)
spoke about the formative years of Mike
Starr, the first Canadian of Ukrainian origin
to hold a federal Cabinet position in the
immigrant mileau of south-side Oshawa,
Ontario; and Drs. Oleh Gerus and Denis
Hlynka (both from the University of
Manitoba) provided a lively multi-media
presentation about the critical role played
by politician Anthony Hlynka in publicizing
Ukrainian issues both during and after the
second world war.
The morning session concluded with
papers by Rhonda Hinther (McMaster
University) about the role and activities of
children in the politically charged
Ukraininan Labor-Farmer Temple

Manoly Lupul

Association and Andrij Makuch (CIUS,
Toronto) regarding attempts to establish
non-Communist Ukrainian left-wing organizations in Canada during the interwar period, focusing particularly on Mykyta
Mandryka and Danylo Lobay.
The afternoon began with a session
devoted to the “Evolution of Ukrainian
Canadian Identity.” Alexander Makar
(CCUCE) related his findings from a content analysis of Ukrainian Canadian
almanacs; Dr. Frances Swyripa (University
of Alberta) looked at the relationship of ethnicity to a number of sacred spaces in the
Canadian Prairies; and Dr. Sonia Mycak
(University of Sydney, Australia) spoke
about Anna Kuryliw Bychinsky’s Englishlanguage prose. It continued with an examination of Ukrainian Canadian literature.
Jean Kowbel (University of Manitoba)
looked at the literary achievements of Paul
Crath [Pavlo Krat], while Valerii Polkovsky
(University of Alberta) talked about questions of ethnicity and thematic diversity in
the context of interwar era immigrant writing.
The afternoon sessions ended with a joint
presentation by former agricultural department officials Joe Gurba and Roman
Fodchuk on the history and impact of the
Ukrainian agrologists working in rural east
central Alberta. Their talk was illustrated
with a sampling from the latter’s extensive
slide collection of Ukrainian life in the
Vegreville Bloc Settlement in the 1950s and
1960s.
The evening was dedicated to laughter
and satire, as the Lovers of Literature and
Drama Club of Edmonton’s Ukrainian
National Federation Hall put on a special
performance which included selections
from the Ukrainian Canadian theatre reper-

Peter Savaryn, with his wife at his side, addresses the conference participants.

Andriy Nahachewsky

toire of the 1920s and 1930s. Conference
participants and the Edmonton Ukrainian
community had the rare opportunity to see
“Vuiko Shtif” and other characters return to
the stage for the first time in decades.
Saturday’s program began with a grabbag of presentations: Roman Fodchuk
(Cochrane) on the hemp seed oil press in
East Central Alberta, Brian Cherwick
(CCUCE) on Ukrainian music in the interwar era, and Uliana Holowach-Amiot
(Calgary) on the early years of the
Canadian Ukrainian Youth Association
(SUMK).
The morning sessions continued with
two examinations of Illia Kiriak – a comparison of Laura Salverson’s “Viking
Heart” with “Syny Zemli” by Mykola
Soroka (University of Alberta) and a sketch
of his life and community work by Jars
Balan (CIUS, Edmonton).
The afternoon sessions started with a
look by Bohdan Nebesio (Neporany
Fellow, University of Alberta) at the
National Film Board of Canada’s production and distribution activities among
Ukrainian Canadians in the early 1940s,
followed by two fascinating examinations
of Vasile Avramenko: Dr. Andriy
Nahachewsky on how the Avramenko
dance ouevre can be viewed as “national
art” and Orest Martynowych (Centre for
Ukrainian Canadian Studies, University of
Manitoba) on Avramenko’s activities in
Canada to approximately 1940.
The conference program concluded with
a panel discussion (involving Andrij
Makuch, Orest Martynowych, Myron
Momryk and Andriy Nahachewsky) on the
research that has been done on Ukrainian
Canadian life in the interwar era and possible directions for future endeavors in this
area. The session was chaired by a former
director of the CIUS, Prof. Manoly Lupul,
who used the occasion to underscore the
importance of the Canadian dimension of
the CIUS’s activity. One of the main points
raised in discussion was the need for more
social history research on Ukrainians in
Canada, and the suggestion was made that
the UCP consider “Budni i Sviata”
(Weekdays and Holidays) as a theme for
another conference.
That evening most conference participants joined the Edmonton community in
celebrating the 25th anniversary of the
CIUS at a banquet held at the university’s
Faculty Club. Among the highlights of the
evening were appreciations for several key
figures in the institute’s development –
Bohdan Bociurkiw, Laurence Décore,
George S.N. Luckyj and Ivan L. Rudnytsky
– and recognitions of the central role in the
institute’s establishment and development
played by Peter Savaryn and Dr. Lupul.
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by John P. Swystun

NEW YORK – During the 1920s and 1930s, there
was an active and vibrant Ukrainian American community in East Harlem, N.Y. A Ukrainian school was established during this period by a committee composed of
Peter Swystun, Konstantin Kosciw and Simon Kaftan.
Known as the Ukrainian National School of 106th
Street, its classes were held three nights a week on the
premises of the St. Cecilia Catholic School on 106th
Street near Third Avenue. The school’s first teacher was
Prof. William Baron, who taught the Ukrainian language on Mondays and Fridays. He was soon joined by
the Rev. Peter Poniatyshyn of St. George Ukrainian
Catholic Church on Seventh Street, New York City, who
provided religious instruction on Wednesday evenings.
After a few years, Prof. Theodore Onufrek also
joined the faculty, contributing to the religious curriculum in addition to providing instruction in traditional
Ukrainian songs. Ballet master Vasile Avramenko also
joined the faculty during this period and provided
instruction in Ukrainian folk dancing.
Somewhat later on the school was fortunate to obtain
the services of Prof. Peter Zadoretzky, who taught
Ukrainian history and was instrumental in organizing
boy and girl scout troops.
While religious education and instruction in
Ukrainian language, history, culture and traditions were
the primary functions of the school, it also served as an
important community focal point for the collection of
funds to aid in the support of the “Ridna Shkola” in
Ukraine. Numerous functions, from bake sales to
Christmas caroling, were organized to raise funds to
provide books and aid to these centers of Ukrainian
studies in the homeland.
The school dissolved in the late 1930s, when secondgeneration Ukrainian American students began to reach
adulthood. With the school’s closing, the former students formed a social club, the Ukrainian Tridents – one
of seven such Ukrainian American youth clubs active in
New York City at the time. The club remained an
important part of the East Harlem Ukrainian American
community until the outbreak of the second world war.
Alumni of the school include: John Atamanchuk,
William Belous, Walter Berkiw, Kay Berkiw, Ann
Bobeck, John Brelus, Mary Burmas, Antonette Burmas,
Tessie Burmas, Steve Czarnecky, Michael Czarnecky,
Anastasia Drance, Nicholas Drance, Theodore
Dusanenko, Walter Dusanenko, Harry Ewach, John
Gregus, John Hrybek, Mary Hrybek, George Kaftan,
Nettie Kodrubska, William Kodrubska, Mary Koniak,
Nettie Kosciw, Ann Kosciw, Ann Maronyk, Nicholas
Maronyk, Vladimir Melymuka, Ann Melymuka, Olga
Nakonechna, Mary Nakonechna, Sophie Nakonechna,
William Olinyk, Nicholas Olinyk, Zachary Palega,
Henry Palega, Mary Palega, Marian Palega, Ann
Partyka, William Partyka, George Pifko, Walter Pifko,
John Piznak, William Piznak, Harry Polche, Elise
Polche, Michael Putlowany, Mary Putlowany, Mary
Roc, Ann Roc, Marian Roc, John Swystun, Anna
Swystun, John Stadnyk, Nestor Stadnyk, Nellie Stadnyk,
Mary Sawka, Henry Stelmachuk, Ann Stelmachuk, Olga
Stelmachuk, Harriet Yalowega, Olga Yalowega, Anna
Yalowega, Julia Yalowega, John Zahorodny, John
Zalisnak, Ann Zyhailo and Peter Zyhailo.

The Rev. Peter Poniatyshyn

Students and teachers gathered on the occasion of the Ukrainian National School’s 10th anniversary. (The
author of this article is standing in the last row between the two flags.)

Students of the Ukrainian National School

The school’s first picnic held in 1928.
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ECONOMY AIRFARES

Lviv/Odesa $799
one way $480
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one way $425
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+ tax
+ tax
(round trip)

+ tax

Fregata Travel

250 West 57 Street, #1211
New York, NY 10107
Tel.: 212-541-5707 Fax: 212-262-3220
* Restrictions apply

Distributor of fine Ukrainian products - Cassettes, Compact
discs - Videos - Language tapes & Dictionaries - Computer
fonts for PC & MAC - Imported Icons - Ukrainian Stationery

Call for a free catalog
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St. Vladimir’s College Inc.
Grades 9-12
Ukrainian Catholic Private Boarding School
P.O. Box 789, Roblin, Manitoba R0L 1P0
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UKRAINIAN TRADITIONAL-STYLE
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Chester, NY 10918
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(212) 445-4350

Wildwood Crest
Summer Rentals
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beach; all units have 2 double beds,
sleeper sofa, full kitchen, bathroom,
cable TV; 1 bedroom units are fully
renovated and have air-conditioning.
$500/week; $5,000/ season.
Call 703-266-5303.
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church. Fabulous view, porch, fire-
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Very cute house, in Catskills (near

Andrew R. CHORNY
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Apartment in Maplewood, NJ:
3 bedrooms, garage.

104 E. Aster Rd.
Wildwood Crest, NJ
Newly remodeled, fully equipped 3
Bed Rm. Apts. w/Kitchen and bath.
$500.00/Wk.
Call Zirka Bernadyn Gallo for reservations 203-775-2556
(6:00 to 8:00 p.m.)

Michael P. Hrycak, Esq.
Attorney at Law

CRIMINAL AND CIVIL MATTERS
TO TRIAL AND APPEAL, COMPUTER LAW
Member of Bar: NJ, NY, CT, DC

316 Lenox Avenue, Westfield, NJ 07090
Office: (908) 789-1870

ATTORNEY

JERRY
KUZEMCZAK
• accidents at work
• automobile accidents
• slip and fall
• medical malpractice

FIRST CONSULTATION IS FREE.
Fees collected only after
personal injury case is successful.

•
•
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•
•
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DWI
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criminal and civil cases
traffic offenses
matrimonial matters
general consultation

WELT & DAVID

1373 Broad St, Clifton, N.J. 07013

(973) 773-9800
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Maria Oscislawski, Advertising
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(973) 292-9800, ext 3040.
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The new Verkhovna...

(Continued from page 2)
won by individual blocs only in the
nationwide constituency. They argue that
the authorities resorted to unfair methods
in making United Ukraine – which finished third in the nationwide constituency – the largest parliamentary caucus,
therefore its current composition does
not reflect the people’s will expressed on
March 31.
From a theoretical point of view, since
Our Ukraine, the Communist Party, the
Yulia Tymoshenko Bloc and the Socialist
Party control 226 votes, they may distribute all parliamentary posts solely
among themselves, without conceding
anything to the pro-Kuchma blocs. But it
appears that such a development would
be too “unjust” when viewed from any
side; therefore, as regards the election of
the heads of parliamentary committees, a
compromise involving some notion of
proportional representation will be
adopted by the six blocs.
It is quite a puzzle as to who will get
the top three posts in the Verkhovna Rada
of the fourth convocation. Three alliances
seem to be possible for dealing with this
“package” of postelection gains:
• United Ukraine, the Social
Democrats and the Communist Party;
• Our Ukraine, the Communist
Party, the Yulia Tymoshenko Bloc and
the Socialist Party;
• United Ukraine and Our
Ukraine.
Thus, the election of the Verkhovna
Rada chairman and two vice-chairmen
will be of paramount importance to further political developments in Ukraine,
since it will determine to a considerable
extent the distribution of political sympathies and antipathies in the parliament.
Communist Party leader Petro
Symonenko signaled on May 13 that his
comrades may support a chairman from
another party. “We will vote for the
package that will create the most advantageous prerequisites for productive
work of our caucus in the Parliament,”
Mr. Symonenko said in what seems to be
an overt bargaining proposal directed to
both Volodymyr Lytvyn’s United
Ukraine and Viktor Yushchenko’s Our
Ukraine.
Many Ukrainian commentators tend to
agree that a stable, permanent majority
based on consistent ideology is not possible in the current Verkhovna Rada, and
that there will be many “situational
majorities” depending on the issues submitted for voting. But the upcoming
election of the parliamentary leadership
is widely expected to politically structure
the current legislature to a greater extent
than the preceding one and show the
dividing line between the pro-government forces and the opposition more
clearly.
It is also expected by commentators
that the issue of the government will not
be tackled by the Verkhovna Rada earlier
than during the autumn legislative session. Current Prime Minister Anatoliy
Kinakh gave up his parliamentary mandate and preferred to remain in the government. Thus, Mr. Kinakh has several
more months to prepare and submit a
government program of actions to the
Parliament – the task he has not yet fulfilled because of the parliamentary election.
President Leonid Kuchma decided
that Volodymyr Lytvyn, the chief of the
presidential administration, will continue
to lead the United Ukraine bloc and
oversee the ongoing political maneuvering in the Verkhovna Rada.
Mr. Kinakh’s test will come a bit later,
after lawmakers take all that is up for
grabs in the legislature and ask for more
elsewhere.

Massachusetts community enjoys
“Ukrainian Song and Dance Festival”
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WESTFIELD, Mass. – The “Ukrainian
Song and Dance Festival” was held at
South Middle School Auditorium in
Westfield, Mass., on Saturday, April 20.
The evening program featured the 30member Yevshan Ukrainian Vocal
Ensemble from Hartford, Conn., and the
Yunist Ukrainian American Dance
Ensemble from Yonkers, N.Y.
This event was sponsored, in part, by a
grant from the Westfield Arts Council, a
local agency supported by the
Massachusetts Cultural Council, the
Parent-Teacher Advisory Committee,
Ukrainian American Veterans Post No.
31 of Boston, Vantage Enterprises of
Hartford, Conn., and the Ukrainian
Selfreliance New England Federal Credit
Union.
The Yunist troupe, directed and choreographed by Hryhoriy Momot, performed traditional dances of Ukraine.
Ted Stasiuk directed the Yevshan
ensemble.
The event proved to be a complete
success, as nearly 500 people participated and the audience was very enthusias-

tic and appreciative.
Included in the program was the patriotic song “God Bless America” by Irving
Berlin. During the singing the Ukrainian
American Veterans presented the
American and the Ukrainian national
flags, and the audience was asked to
stand to honor those who had paid the
ultimate price in defending our freedom.
Also included in the program was the
Ukrainian Christmas carol “Schedryk”
by Leontovych, which later became
known as “Carol of the Bells” – a
Christmas classic.
This program was organized and coordinated by John Chopyk, a retired plant
engineer and currently a bilingual
Ukrainian teacher at South Middle
School. The Massachusetts Transitional
Bilingual Education Law (GLC 71A)
requires a school district to establish a
Transitional Bilingual Education program when there are 20 or more students
in the school district who speak the same
language and who cannot perform ordinary classroom work in English.
Currently there are 104 students in the
Westfield School District enrolled in a
Ukrainian bilingual program.

(Continued from page 1)
Congressional District in Northwest
Ohio, is the most senior Democratic
woman in Congress and ranks as the senior Democratic woman on the exclusive
House Appropriations Committee. She is
one of only 75 women out of 535 members of the 107th Congress.
Rep. Kaptur, who is of Polish American
heritage with humble, working class roots,
mirrors the boot-strap nature of her district.
Her family operated a small grocery, where
her mother worked after serving on the
original organizing committee of an auto
trade union at Champion Spark Plug. She
became the first family member to attend
college, receiving a scholarship for her
undergraduate work. Trained as a city and
regional planner, she practiced 15 years in
Toledo and throughout the United States
before seeking office. Appointed as an
urban advisor to the Carter White House,
she successfully maneuvered 17 housing
and neighborhood revitalization bills
through the Congress during those years.
Subsequently, while pursuing a doctorate in urban planning and development
finance at the Massachusetts Institute of
Technology, her local party recruited her to
run, successfully, for the House seat in
1982.
Rep. Kaptur won a seat on the House
Appropriations Committee. Since elected,
she has secured subcommittees on
Agriculture, the leading industry in her
state, and Housing and Urban
Development, Environmental Protection,
Veterans, NASA and the National Science
Foundation, which allow her to pursue her
strong interests in economic growth and
new technology, community rebuilding and
veterans. In her legislative career, she has

also served on the Budget; Banking,
Finance and Urban Affairs; and Veterans
Affairs Committees.
She was recently awarded the Veterans
of Foreign Wars Americanism Award, in
part for introducing the legislation authorizing the National World War II Memorial in
Washington in 1987, as well as for her longstanding commitment to America’s veterans
and she is the only woman to have received
the Prisoner of War “Barbed Wire” Award
for her commitment to veterans affairs.
Demonstrating international leadership
through diplomatic contributions to the
Middle East Peace process, Rep. Kaptur is
responsible for the first major shipments of
U.S. agricultural commodities to Lebanon
and the Palestinian Authority, with proceeds
going to peace-building economic and
social development projects. She also
remains dedicated to democratic institutionbuilding across the globe and has spearheaded private charitable efforts for peoples’ of underdeveloped nations, including
Ukraine and Vietnam.
Rep. Kaptur is the key sponsor of regulatory changes that force accountability on
Russian food aid relief, helping to ensure
that $1 billion dollars of U.S. resources go
to people in need, not into the black market
or pockets of government bureaucrats.
Rep. Kaptur earned a bachelor of arts
degree in history from the University of
Wisconsin. She received her master’s
degree in urban planning from the
University of Michigan. In 1993 Rep.
Kaptur was awarded an honorary doctor of
laws degree by the University of Toledo in
recognition of her “effective representation
of the community” of the university and of
Northwest Ohio. She is also the author of a
book, “Women in Congress,” that was
recently published by Congressional
Quarterly.

by John Chopyk

UNA’s 35th Convention...

TO ALL MEMBERS OF UNA BRANCH 257

As of June 1, 2002, the secretary’s duties of Branch 257 will be assumed
by Mr. Paul Bilecky.
We ask all members of this branch to direct all correspondence regarding
membership and insurance to the address listed below:
Mr. Paul Bilecky
3412 La Crescenta Ave.
Glendale, CA, 91208-1514
(818) 249-7698

Tatarenko celebrates victory
in Clifton City Council election
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CLIFTON, N.J. – Ukrainian American Stefan Tatarenko won his second term as
Clifton city councilman on May 14. Mr. Tatarenko took sixth place with a total of
5,552 votes among a field of 12 candidates, with the top seven making up the new
city council. Following Mr. Tatarenko’s victory, a celebration was held in his honor
at Venezia Restaurant in Clifton the same night. Over 200 people saw the politician thank his family and friends for their support and their votes. In a speech during the celebration Mr. Tatarenko added a “promise to continue to help the citizens
of Clifton by maintaining a low tax base, increase ratables, increase senior housing and services, maintain infrastructure in the city, attract new businesses, continue redeveloping the downtown areas and of course, continue the outstanding relationship with the Ukrainian community and to assist them in any way possible.”
Pictured above are Mr. Tatarenko and family (from left): son, Andrew; Mr.
Tatarenko; wife, Anna; and oldest son, Peter. Pictured below during the celebration playing accordions are (from left): Mr. Tatarenko, Alex Juskin and Alexander
Chudolij.
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Ukraine’s ‘Pereiaslav...’

(Continued from page 2)
personal pride,” independent Ukraine’s
first president added. On the 400th
anniversary of Hetman Khmelnytsky’s
birth in 1995, Ukraine’s second president
Mr. Kuchma, defined the Pereiaslav
Treaty as giving birth to a new state,
Ukraine, which was independent of the
Polish-Lithuanian Commonwealth – in
other words, not submission to or
“reunion” with Russia, as the treaty was
traditionally understood.
Post-Soviet Ukrainian historiography
defines the Pereiaslav Treaty as a “confederal military alliance” undertaken with
Muscovy as the lesser of two evils, a
treaty between two states that were very
different in language, culture and ethnicity. The treaty was not, therefore, unilateral submission, as the tsars understood it,
or “reunion” as it was defined in the
USSR, but a contractual relationship of
two equals: Ukraine and the Muscovite
monarchy.
Hetman Khmelnytsky demanded that
the Muscovite tsar take an oath to
Ukraine, in the same manner as had Polish
kings, a step rejected by the tsar.
Ukrainian historiography also now stresses that the treaty provided for a great deal
of autonomy. In Ukrainian eyes, therefore,
the treaty was similar to the 1707 treaty
between Scotland and England; the major
difference being that England respected
the contractual arrangement of two equals
and Muscovy/Russia reneged on it.
President Kuchma’s decree is especially confusing because of the widely shared
view among the intelligentsia and the
elite that the Pereiaslav Treaty was a disaster for Ukraine. In contrast,
Russian/Soviet historiography lauded the
Pereiaslav Treaty as Ukraine’s salvation
from Polish Catholic assimilation. This
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viewpoint of the treaty as a disaster influences Ukraine’s foreign policy because of
the fear that too close a relationship with
Russia, as in the case of Belarus, would
be again harmful to Ukraine.
Yevhen Marchuk, secretary of the
National Security and Defense Council,
saw the treaty as a complete disaster that
led to a decline in Ukraine’s national consciousness. The treaty led to the transfer
of the jurisdiction of the Kyiv Orthodox
Metropolitan to Moscow in 1686, a factor
that has contemporary relevance because
the largest of Ukraine’s three Orthodox
Churches is still subordinated to the
Moscow Patriarchate.
Over a century after the treaty,
Ukraine’s autonomy was completely
destroyed. In the 1830s its system of city
self-government based on the Magdeburg
Law was abolished and the Ukrainian
Catholic (Uniate) Church was made illegal in central Ukraine. A few decades
later any publication in the Ukrainian language was banned, a step that was not
applied to any other language in the
tsarist empire.
Messrs. Kravchuk and Marchuk, and
the Ukrainian intelligentsia, therefore,
must be baffled as to what there is in the
Pereiaslav Treaty to commemorate. Its
commemoration is a sad reflection of the
schizophrenia found in President Kuchma
and some sections of the former Soviet
Ukrainian elite, a disposition that negatively impacts their ability to decide, once
and for all, whether Ukraine belongs to
Europe or Eurasia, or straddles both as a
“bridge.” The Pereiaslav Treaty removed
Ukraine from the European family of
nations, the newspaper Ukraina Moloda
argued, and its commemoration at the
state level “signifies that in the near
future [Ukraine] will not return to this
family.” This is certainly true as long as
the current elite remains in power.
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Professor of genetics
receives major grant

CHAPEL HILL, N.C. – Larysa H.
Pevny, assistant professor of genetics in
the School of Medicine and a member of
the University of North Carolina at
Chapel Hill Neuroscience Center, has
won a five-year federal grant to advance
her laboratory’s studies of a trio of genes
involved in regulating neural stem cells.
The genes, the SOXB1 subfamily, are
thought crucial to neural stem cells giving rise to the central nervous system.
Dr. Pevny received her doctorate in
genetics from Columbia University in
New York. She did her post-doctoral fellowship at the National Institute for
Medical Research in London and, subsequently was a lecturer at the University of
Sheffield, in the United Kingdom.
As reported by the University Gazette
of UNC (April 24 issue), Dr. Pevny has
identified one of the first-known molecu-

lar mechanisms in neural stem cell regulation. Eventually, results from her work
will be applied to transplantation therapy
in animal models of human neurodegenerative diseases.
Dr. Pevny was quoted in the article as
saying that only through a thorough
understanding of the cellular and molecular mechanisms will researchers be able
to efficiently direct stem cell differentiation into specific cell types needed for
transplantation.
The nearly $1 million grant from the
National Institute of Mental Health provides $200,000 for each of four years and
$175,000 in the fifth year.
The UNC Neuroscience Center is an
interdepartmental research center whose
mission is to promote neuroscience
research with specific emphases on brain
development, neurogenetics and neurological disease. The goal of its research
working groups is to make breakthroughs
in key areas that are most likely to impact
neurological and psychiatric disorders.

Community activist helps Ukrainian veterans

SUNDAY, MAY 26, 2002

19

The Ukrainian Weekly announces a special section

Congratulations,
Graduates!

Every year tens of thousands of students throughout North
America receive undergraduate and graduate degrees at colleges and universities, cresting a pinnacle of personal achievement. And then there are those who graduate high school or
complete the “matura” in our schools of Ukrainian studies.

The Ukrainian Weekly’s special section –
Congratulations, Graduates! – offers readers of The
Ukrainian Weekly the opportunity to place a note congratulating family members and dear friends on their recent achievements. This annual section will be published on July 7, 2002.
To place an ad congratulating a recent graduate,
please send us the following by June 25:

• your note of congratulations, in Ukrainian or English,
which should be no more than 50 words, including names;
• in English, the full name of the graduate, the degree completed
or diploma received, along with the date it was presented, a list
of awards and honors given the graduate, and the name and
location of the school;
• a photo of the graduate (optional);
• payment for the ad;
• your daytime phone number.

The ad sizes for the greeting are a 1/8 page horizontal for
$100 or a 1/4 page for $180.
Please make checks payable to The Ukrainian Weekly
and mail along with above information to:
The Ukrainian Weekly – Congratulations Graduates!
2200 Route 10, P.O. Box 280
Parsippany, NJ 07054
For further information, please call
(973) 292-9800 ext. 3040 (Maria)

The Ukrainian Weekly 2000
PITTSBURGH – Following the death of her husband in 1993, Catherine H. Popiel
devoted her life to her Ukrainian Church and community. To help needy Ukrainian
veterans in Ukraine she donated $10,000 to the Social Service of Ukrainian War
Veterans (SSUWV). Ms. Popiel donated another $20,000 to the children of
Chornobyl, as well as several thousand dollars to other organizations. According to
a news release from the SSUWV, together with Michael Komichak, a well-known
Ukrainian activist and radio personality in Pittsburgh, Pa., and Theophil Konecky, a
former officer of the 1st Division of the Ukrainian National Army, Ms. Popiel decided
that, “helping Ukrainian freedom fighters is a Christian and patriotic deed.” The
SSUWV (700 Cedar Road, Philadelphia, PA 19046) is a national organization that
for the past half century has helped support Ukrainian veterans and their families.
Seen above (from left) are: Mr. Komichak, Mr. Konecky and Ms. Popiel.

National Rukh leader...

(Continued from page 3)
the position of prime minister of Ukraine as
a necessary steppingstone to succeeding
Ukrainian President Leonid Kuchma.
Asked about the defection of national
deputies who were classified as independents at the time of their election to the
United Ukraine parliamentary faction, Mr.
Udovenko said he was approached to persuade members of his own party to declare
allegiance to United Ukraine. He would not
divulge further details on the matter, saying
that only when Ukraine begins to reform
many of its laws will government coercion
diminish. “For this reason,” he said, “Our
Ukraine pushed to have the election law
changed to voting only by party list.”
Mr. Udovenko also touched on Ukraine’s
border issue and commented on the complexity of Russia’s reaction to creating a
delineated and definitive border between
the two countries. While Ukraine has long
since demarcated its western borders with

countries such as Moldova, Hungary and
Poland, its border with Russia remains
unclear. “A legitimate country should have
two things,” Mr. Udovenko explained, “its
own national language and borders.”
Touching on Ukraine’s re-energized
economy, he added that “the world knows
two economic miracles,” Mr. Udovenko
said, “German and Japanese – soon they
will come to know the third – Ukraine.”
Mr. Udovenko also noted Ukraine’s
interest in helping to resolve the IsraeliPalestinian conflict and noted Ambassador
to the U.N. Valeriy Kuchinsky’s recent proposal to host a round of peace talks
between the two warring countries.
“Ukraine has long sought a peaceful
solution to the Middle East question due in
part to its proximity to the conflict,” the former foreign affairs minister said. “Ukraine
stands willing to provide the services of its
Palestine and Israel experts and ministers in
an effort to help mitigate the conflict. And
if both sides agree,” Mr. Udovenko added,
“the mountains of Ukraine stand ready to
host such a meeting.”

A SPECIAL OFFER:
BOTH VOLUMES FOR ONLY $25

To mark the end of this millennium and the
beginning of a new one, the editors of The
Ukrainian Weekly prepared “The Ukrainian Weekly
2000,” a two-volume collection of the best and
most significant stories that have appeared in the
newspaper since its founding through 1999.
Volume I covers events from 1933 through the
1960s; Volume II – the 1970s through the 1990s.
To order copies of this two-volume chronicle of
the 20th century, please use the clip-out form below.
“The Ukrainian Weekly 2000” is sure to become a resource for researchers, and
a keepsake for readers. A great gift idea!
THE UKRAINIAN WEEKLY 2000 – TWO-VOLUME SET
●

●

●
●
●

●
●

Number of two-volume sets

$

____________

Total cost of book sets at $25.00 each

Also, I would like to donate to The Ukrainian Weekly Press Fund
(check one): ❏ $25.00
❏ $50.00
❏ $75.00
(
❏ $100.00
❏ Other $ ____________
I would like to subscribe to The Ukrainian Weekly
(check one): ❏ $45.00 (for UNA members) ❏ $55.00

Please make check or money order payable to: The Ukrainian Weekly
Name

$ ____________
$ ____________

Total $ ____________
UNA Branch Number (if applicable)

Street Address
City

$ ____________

Apt. #
State/Province

Zip/Postal Code

Mail to: The Ukrainian Weekly, 2200 Route 10, P.O. Box 280, Parsippany, NJ 07054
To order by phone, call (973) 292-9800, ext. 3042.
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Plaque to mark internment site
near Sicamous, British Columbia
No. 21
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VANCOUVER – During Canada’s first
national internment operations of 19141920, thousands of Ukrainians and other
Europeans were needlessly imprisoned as
“enemy aliens” in Canadian concentration
camps. Seven out of the 24 internment
camps established following passage of the
War Measures Act were located in British
Columbia, including the Monashee-Mara
Lake camps, which operated between June
2, 1915, and July 29, 1917.
As a result of the efforts of the
Ukrainian Canadian Civil Liberties
Association, supported by the Ukrainian
Canadian Foundation of Taras
Shevchenko and the Ukrainian Canadian
community of British Columbia, a trilingual historical marker will be unveiled at
the original site of the camp, Two Mile,
near Sicamous, British Columbia, on
Saturday, June 8, at 12:30 p.m. The public is welcome to attend.
Commenting on this project, the
UCCLA’s local representative, Andrea
Malysh, said: “In times of domestic and
international crisis, the civil liberties and
human rights of ethnic, religious and
racial minorities have sometimes been
tragically ignored. In Canada, the passage of the War Measures Act in 1914
resulted in the rounding up and internment of thousands of innocent

Cardinal Husar...

(Continued from page 1)
will,” queried the head of the UGCC.
Cardinal Husar said that many UGCC
faithful had moved to the far eastern
reaches of Ukraine over the last half century for various reasons: some were
forcibly transplanted by Soviet authorities, while others were not allowed to
attend institutions of higher learning in
western Ukraine so they relocated eastward. Still others moved to the Donetsk
region because the high-risk jobs in the
coal mines were plentiful and paid more.
He explained that the UGCC is not
looking to proselytize or to intrude on the
predominance of the Ukrainian Orthodox
Church – Moscow Patriarchate in that
region but simply to organize its faithful
in that area of Ukraine. He said the
UGCC is looking to bring together scattered adherents of the Greek-Catholic
faith from all across Ukraine.
“In this way we are developing our
Church,” explained Cardinal Husar.
The UOC-MP has strenuously
opposed any moves by the UGCC to
move outside its stronghold in western
Ukraine and vociferously opposed the
visit by Pope John Paul II to Ukraine last
year, calling it a missionary journey to
convert Orthodox faithful.
“There is much misunderstanding
about our development,” explained
Cardinal Husar. “There are those who say
that we are aggressively pursuing expansion to capture the east. But we have
faithful there and it is our responsibility
to serve them if they consider themselves
Greek-Catholics. We are not searching
for or recruiting new converts.”
The UGCC head did state, however,
that those who would wish to become
members of the UGCC would not be
turned away.
The Church leader noted that in western Ukraine the job of re-establishing the

Ukrainians and other Europeans, men,
women and children who had done no
wrong but who were imprisoned only
because of where they had come from.
Forced to do heavy labor, what little
wealth they had confiscated, they were
subjected to various other state-sanctioned censures, including restrictions on
their freedom of movement, association
and speech. Many were disenfranchised,
and some were deported following the
war.”
“This unhappy episode in Canadian
history must be recalled if we are to
ensure that what happened to Ukrainian
Canadians in the first world war period,
and to our fellow Japanese Canadians in
the second world war, and to some citizens of Quebec in 1970, does not happen
again,” Ms. Malysh stated. “This is particularly important in the wake of the
horrors that befell our society on
September 11. While we must remain
vigilant as we prosecute our war against
terrorism, we can not allow our societies
to become vigilantes when dealing with
Canadians of other ethnic and religious
backgrounds. Canada is an inclusive
society and must remain that way.
Recalling this tragic past is a step we can
all take to ensure that wrongs done in the
past are not repeated in our future.”

UGCC – which was forced underground
in 1946 when an unauthorized synod of
bishops artificially created by the Soviet
Union, decided to abolish the Church and
absorb Greek-Catholics into the UOCMP – is basically complete.
Cardinal Husar said it was time to
move past pretentious tokenism to a serious effort and an open dialogue among
the various Christian confessions of
Ukraine for common understanding and
eventual union. He said that a central reason that so many Ukrainians remain
removed from any religious identity is
due to the strife and conflict they see
among the main religious confessions.
During a press conference that covered many topics, Cardinal Husar also
reiterated a call to the Ukrainian government that had been made previously by
other Church leaders, to recognize theology as a legitimate area of study in
Ukraine. He noted that all of Ukraine’s
neighbors, including Belarus and Russia,
have recognized the topic as a legitimate
area of university studies.
Cardinal Husar also touched on the
matter of the transfer of the UGCC’s center from Lviv to Kyiv. Cardinal Husar
said he could not identify a specific date
when such a move would take place, but
said that the transfer would be done very
deliberately – “with little noise” – so as
not to stir further acrimony from other
confessions. He noted, however, that the
construction of the UGCC’s central
cathedral in Kyiv near the left bank of
the Dnipro River, where land has already
been cleared, would begin within weeks.
He said that if charitable funding held up,
the construction project would be completed in a couple of years.
The UGCC has eight full eparchies in
Ukraine, in addition to its two exarchates. A third exarchate, Odesa-Crimea,
is planned for the future. There are some
4 million Greek-Catholics in Ukraine
belonging to 2,240 parishes and a total of
nearly 6 million around the world.

Share The Weekly with a colleague.

Order a gift subscription by writing to: Subscription Department, The Ukrainian Weekly,
2200 Route 10, P.O. Box 280, Parsippany, NJ 07054. Cost: $55 (or $45 if your colleague is a UNA member).
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UNWLA convention to feature fashion show
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Tel. (585) 544-9518 Toll free (877) 968-7828
Fax: (585) 338-2980
www.rufcu.org
Audio Response: (585) 544-4019

CAPITAL DISTRICT BRANCH

1828 Third Ave., Watervliet, NY 12189
TEL: (518) 266-0791 FAX: (585) 338-2980
www.rufcu.org
AUDIO RESPONSE: (585) 544-4019

SARASOTA, Fla. – Designs by Irene Radzykewycz will be presented in an unusual
manner during a fashion show and luncheon that will be part of the 26th
Convention of the Ukrainian National Women’s League of America, which is taking
place over the Memorial Day weekend in Sarasota, Fla. Mrs. Radzykewycz, a resident of Warm Mineral Springs, Fla., has created 20 very large “pysanky” featuring
designs from various regions of Ukraine to grace the runway of the fashion show
that will spotlight the adaptation of ancient Ukrainian embroidery and lace to contemporary attire. The fashions to be displayed also are the work of Mrs.
Radzykewycz, who employs traditional designs from the Poltava, Kyiv, Sokal and
Volyn regions of Ukraine in her collection. Mrs. Radzykewycz , who is seen above
with some of her giant “pysanky,” notes that she had assistance in creating them
from her husband, Myron, as well as several members of UNWLA Branch 56, Lidia
Bilous, Tetiana Silecky and Orysia Swystun.

U.S.-Ukraine...

(Continued from page 12)
The foundation plans to continue critically needed support for Ukraine’s educational
sector. The U.S.-Ukraine foundation welcomes book and cash donations for future
initiatives in its Books for Ukraine Project.
The U.S.-Ukraine Foundation is a notfor-profit non-governmental organization
established in 1991 to facilitate democratic
development, encourage free market reform
and enhance human rights in Ukraine. The
foundation creates and sustains channels of
communication between the United States
and Ukraine, in order to build peace and

prosperity through an exchange of information. The Foundation is dedicated to
strengthening the mutual objectives of both
nations and advancing Ukraine as a cornerstone of regional stability and a full partner
in the community of nations.
For more information, contact the U.S.Ukraine Foundation at 733 15th Street NW
– Suite 1026, Washington, DC 20005; telephone, (202) 347-4264; fax, (202) 3474267; e-mail: usuf@usukraine.org. website,
www.usukraine.org.
For additional information regarding the
Basic Economic Financial and Business
Terminology dictionary, log on to
http://www.for.250x.com.

(Continued from page 12)
Maestro Hurko. The program ended with a
prayer led by the Rev. Lonchyna.
Light refreshments were provided by the
ladies of the participating parishes. The
audience was able to purchase CDs of the
“Chornobyl Panakhyda,” as well as CDs of
an earlier liturgical work by Maestro
Hurko, “Liturgy 2000” celebrated in the

Ukrainian Catholic Eastern Rite.
They also had the opportunity to view an
exhibit of photographs (from the Masnyk
Collection) relating to the Chornobyl
tragedy and drawings by Kyiv schoolchildren who experienced first-hand the horrors
of April 26, 1986 (from the Fontana
Collection).
Dr. Fontana, the mistress of ceremonies,
thanked everyone for participating in the
Chornobyl commemorative program and
for their generous donations.

Metro Washington...

CREDIT UNION SERVICES:
CREDIT CARDS • VEHICLE LOANS • MORTGAGES • SIGNATURE LOANS
BUSINESS & COMMERCIAL LOANS • SHARE DRAFTS & CHECKING
CD’S & IRA’S • INVESTMENTS • YOUTH ACCOUNTS
CONVENIENCE SERVICES:
HOME BANKING • AUDIO RESPONSE SYSTEM
DIRECT DEPOSIT • ELECTRONIC FUND TRANSFER
NIGHT DEPOSIT BOX • WIRE TRANSFERS: DOMESTIC, INTERNATIONAL
UTILITY PAYMENTS • NEWSLETTER, MAGAZINE • NOTARY SERVICE, TRANSLATIONS
SCHOLARSHIPS • MEMBER EDUCATION SEMINARS • LIBRARY • AND MUCH MORE.

COME, JOIN US

UKRAINIAN NATIONAL
FEDERAL CREDIT UNION
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

HIGH INTEREST RATES ON CDs
FREE CHECKING
GREAT FIXED RATES FOR MORTGAGES & 10% DOWN PAYMENT FOR
VEHICLE LOANS, SIGNATURE LOANS
SAFE DEPOSIT BOXES AVAILABLE
UKRAINIAN/ENGLISH SPOKEN
WESTERN UNION, VIGO, MEEST & WIRE •TRANSFERS
FRIENDLY PERSONNEL

WE CAN ACCOMMODATE ALL YOUR FINANCIAL NEEDS
MAIN OFFICE
215 Second Ave. (between 13th and 14th St.), New York, NY 10003
Tel.: (212) 533-2980 • Fax: (212) 995-5204
BRANCHES
35 Main St., So. Bound Brook, NJ 08880
Tel.: (732) 469-9085 • Fax: (732) 469-9165
265 Washington Ave., Carteret, NJ 07008
Tel.: (732) 802-0480 • Fax: (732) 802-0484

e-mail: admin@uofcu.org
Website: www.uofcu.org
Call toll free: 1-866-859-5848

24

Ukrainian activist...

(Continued from page 1)
cal and economic life of their countries
and in fighting trafficking.
“It takes an extraordinarily courageous
person to confront this terrible crime,”
stage and screen actress Julia Ormond
said in presenting the award to Ms.
Horbunova, who has dedicated her life to
combating the trafficking of women in
Ukraine and neighboring countries. Ms.
Ormond, who is currently working on a
film about trafficking in Russia, explained
that this “modern-day slavery” of an estimated million women is now a $7-billiondollar-a-year industry run by large international criminal networks.
At the evening benefit program in the
Kennedy Center’s Terrace Theater, Ms.
Horbunova and the other award recipients
were honored by a number of prominent
women, among them two U.S. senators,
Hillary Rodham Clinton (D-N.Y.) and
Kay Bailey Hutchison (R-Texas), CNN-
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TV international correspondent Christiane
Amanpour, actresses Ms. Ormond and
Sally Field, and singer Mary Travers.
The program also included videotaped
remarks by First Lady Laura Bush, who
spoke about the women of Afghanistan,
who “survived decades of war and years of
oppression under the Taliban regime,” and
singled out Vital Visions honoree Sadoozai
Panah, one of many Afghan women in exile
during those years who risked their lives in
crossing the border into Afghanistan to help
bring health care and education to the
women and children in that country.
The other women activists honored were Inez McCormack of
Northern Ireland, who, among her
many accomplishments, played a
critical role in achieving the Good
Friday Peace Accords, and Dawn
Morale, a black South African businesswoman who is working to
empower African women economically through entrepreneurship and
fighting the AIDS epidemic that is
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devastating many of the countries of
that continent.
Ambassador Kostyantyn Gryshchenko
of Ukraine and his wife, Natalia, were
among the many dignitaries attending the
benefit awards presentation.
Ms. Horbunova embarked on her mission against trafficking in the 1980s,
when, while working at the Ministry of
Internal Affairs, she heard stories about
Ukrainian women who were being lured
abroad with promises of gainful employment but were then forced into prostitution. In the 1990s she joined in this effort
with the international anti-trafficking
organization La Strada, and during a Vital
Voices conference in Vienna in 1997 she
brought the plight of a growing number of
trafficked Ukrainian women to the attention of then Sen. Clinton and other U.S.
officials, among them Melanne Verveer,
then the first lady’s chief of staff, who
now is the chairperson of the board of
Vital Voices.
These initial meetings led to the sign-
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ing of a U.S.-Ukrainian bilateral agreement on combatting trafficking.
At the same time, Ms. Horbunova successfully lobbied the government of
Ukraine to pass a law making trafficking
a crime and testified before the U.S.
Congress on behalf of anti-trafficking legislation here, which passed in 2000.
Ms. Ormond pointed out that Ms.
Horbunova’s work was not limited to the
policy level: “She set up a hotline through
which she brought dozens of trafficking
victims back to their homes. At great danger, Oksana has personally escorted trafficked women back to their families,
despite threats made against her by criminal organizations.”
Accepting the award, Ms. Horbunova
paid her respects to the organization that
was honoring her.
“To me Vital Voices is like the Golden
Gate Bridge towards democracy and
human rights,” giving her the opportunity
to place the trafficking issue on a high(Continued on page 25)
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Ukrainian activist...

(Continued from page 24)
level international agenda, she told the
gathering.
“At that time, I was alone in Ukraine,”
she said. “Today, on this very special day
for me, I am not alone.” Many non-governmental and grassroots organizations as
well as government institutions and law
enforcement agencies have joined her
and other activists on the front lines of
that war, she said.
Her first five years of daily, hard work
and “very often, sleepless nights,” are
only the beginning of that struggle, she
said
Later, in an interview for The
Ukrainian Weekly, Ms. Horbunova said
that it would be hard to state definitively
if the trafficking problem is easing or
getting worse in Ukraine.
“I can only tell you that right now it is
under control,” she said. It varies from
oblast to oblast, however. In some, like
Kyiv, trafficking “is coming down,” she
said, but elsewhere, especially to the
south and east – in Donetsk, Luhansk and
Crimea – it is not improving.
Some towns and villages in the
Ternopil Oblast, she said, are almost
completely devoid of young women, and
the children there appear as if motherless.
Many women from this area have left for
work in Balkan countries, Italy and elsewhere. Not all may have been forced into
the sex trade, but many have, she said,
adding that the cycle of trafficking is
fueled by the stories told by those returning with positive reports of earnings
beyond local means. Those who fall victim to traffickers, she adds, rarely go
public with their grief.
“Trafficking will exist until women
have the opportunity to earn a living
inside of Ukraine,” she said, noting that a
large percentage of women in Ukraine
are unemployed, and many of those who
are considered employed are not getting
a living wage.
One of the ways her organization tries
to combat trafficking is by placing ads
for their anti-trafficking hotline in newspapers next to those that promise highpaying foreign jobs to unskilled women.
But it’s a continuing struggle, she said,
with new recruits graduating from high
schools every year with little hope of getting into a higher educational institution
or into the local job market, which does
not exist.
Her Kyiv office of the International
Organization for Migration, which has a
staff of four, works with grassroots nongovernmental organizations throughout
Ukraine, with local law enforcement
agencies and with international organizations working in other countries.
Combating trafficking through law
enforcement channels would be much
easier if Ukraine were part of the
European Union and European law
enforcement structures, she said.
“They have a very good mechanism
for information exchange, but Ukraine,
without membership in the European
Union, does not have access to it,” she
said.
And the traffickers seem to be able to
get visas for their human merchandise to
almost any country they wish, she said.
“The situation in Israel is awful,” she
added, as it is in some other countries in
the Middle East.
Ms. Horbunova related a recent suc-
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cessful effort in gaining the return of a
young girl from Dnipropetrovsk: the 11year-old was taken from an orphanage by
a trafficker – a woman – and sold for
$10,000 to a sheik in the United Arab
Emirates who wanted a young Ukrainian
virgin. The girl spent four years in
bondage, the last nine months in prison,
before being rescued with the help of
some good people.
As with other returnees, the young girl
can now be initially placed in the IOM’s
recently opened “reintegration” center in
Kyiv before returning into the community. At the center, which is being funded
by the Swedish Embassy, returning
women get medical care, counseling,
vocational training, and, if they are willing to become witnesses against the traffickers, they are provided legal help and
“safe house” protection.
Before the center opened, returning
victims usually went straight home,
which in many instances had devastating
consequences if for no other reason that
almost without exception all of them
were infected with venereal diseases, Ms.
Horbunova said.
“It’s much better to stop this disease
immediately, rather than have it spread
all over Ukraine,” she said. “In the case
of HIV, we can do nothing,” she added,
“but at least the person is informed.”
There were 254 known returnees in
2001, she said. Of these, her organization
helped rescue some, others returned by
themselves, while still others were
deported.
Ms. Horbunova said that trafficking
has taken on a new twist recently. Now
there are more and more reports of the
trafficking of men as cheap construction
and agricultural labor in Europe and the
Middle East. Her latest reports about this
were from Portugal and some Arab countries.
Despite all of the problems she
encounters, Ms. Horbunova still says,
“I’m optimistic.”
She explains that the reason for her
optimism is the way Ukrainians voted in
the last parliamentary election. They
finally realized “who is who” politically
and who is at the root of the corruption
and other problems, and they voted
accordingly, she said. She expressed her
hope that the new emerging political
blocs – of former Prime Minister Viktor
Yushchenko and Yulia Tymoshenko –
will ultimately bring about the necessary
changes.
Speaking at the awards ceremony,
Sen. Clinton said that, despite all of the
progress that women have made, there
are still “many women and girls who are
denied their basic human rights.”
Women’s rights are human rights, she
stressed, and that means “that women
should have the right to attend school, to
access health care, to live free from violence, to vote, to own property, to work
and have credit, to speak and worship as
they choose, to pursue legal remedies
and, in general, to live the lives that
they believe are best for them and their
families.”
Sen. Hutchison called on Americans to
help others achieve that which
Americans, for the most part, take for
granted.
“America is the greatest nation in the
world to be a woman, and because of our
good fortune, it is our duty to help those
who do not have as much as we do and
let them know that we will always be
there for them,” she said.

SUPPORT THE WORK
OF THE UKRAINIAN WEEKLY.

Send contributions to: The Ukrainian Weekly Press Fund,
2200 Route 10, P.O. Box 280, Parsippany, NJ 07054
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City of Clifton Councilman

Stefan Tatarenko
We Won. Thanks To You!
I am grateful that so much support came
from our community.
Please know that you can count
on me to answer your questions
and concerns on any matter.

GOD
BLESS
AMERICA!
S L AVA
UKRAÏNI!
PAID FOR BY
PETER S. TATARENKO, TREASURER,
25 FRIAR LANE, CLIFTON NJ 07013

In Association with Air Ukraine
Direct Flights
from JFK Airport
on a comfortable
Boeing 767-300 aircraft

on Fridays and Sundays

Starting June 11, 2002, on
Tuesday (3 flights)

New York, Kyiv, Tashkent
Departure at 6:00 PM

Kyiv

New York

as
low
as

Chicago
Detroit
Miami
Los Angeles
Toronto

$499

8 hours and you’re in Kyiv

New York - Kyiv - New York as low as $499
ROUND-TRIP

FOR INFORMATION
Office (201) 944-4474, (212) 489-3954
Fax (201) 944-4407
Reservations (212) 245-1005
1-800-995-9912

Freight reservations and shipping
Tel.: (718) 244-0248; Fax: (718) 244-0251
Tel.: (718) 376-1023; Fax: (718) 376-1073

MONDAY - FRIDAY FROM 9 AM TO 6 PM
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Reading by Askold Melnyczuk
slated at Printers Row Book Fair
No. 21
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CHICAGO – As part of the 18th annual
Printers Row Book Fair, Ukrainian
American author Askold Melnyczuk will
read from his highly acclaimed second
novel “Ambassador of the Dead.” The reading, sponsored by the Kyiv Committee of
the Chicago Sister Cities International
Program, will take place June 1 at 3-4 p.m.
in the Reader’s Tent located on the northeast corner of Dearborn and Polk.
Mr. Melnyczuk is regarded as an
important contemporary literary presence, recognized for both writing and
editing. His first novel “What is Told”
earned him the Lila Wallace-Reader’s
Digest Award and was named a New
York Times Notable Book. As editor of
the literary journal AGNI, an international literary force, he earned the Nora
Magid Award for Magazine Editing from
the international writers’ organization
PEN. Mr. Melnyczuk teaches at Boston
University and at the Bennington
Graduate Seminars.
His contribution to the literary world
extends beyond writing and editing. He has
been called an “eloquent champion” for

Ukrainian America. He is co-editor of
“From Three Worlds,” an anthology of new
Ukrainian literature. His latest novel,
“Ambassador of the Dead” is a passionate
tale about friendship, family and the other
side of the Ukraine-American immigrant’s
dream. Nick Blud, a successful Boston
physician and son of Ukrainian immigrants,
is drawn in to a history fraught with secrets
and lies as he examines what loyalties he
owes the old world.
Mr. Melnyczuk lives in Bedford,
Massachusetts.
***
Kyiv and Chicago have been sister
cities since 1990. Chicago has some 21
other sister and friendship cities throughout the world. Under the auspices of the
Chicago Department of Cultural Affairs,
Chicago Sister Cities International
Program facilitates volunteer efforts to
increase international trade, economic
development, promote exchanges of culture, education, medicine, environment,
technology and social services with its
sister cities for the benefit of the City of
Chicago, its residents and businesses.

NEWBURYPORT, Mass. – The exhibit
“Woodcuts by Jacques Hnizdovsky” opens
at Firehouse Center for the Arts, on May
29, where it will be on view through June
24. An artists’ reception and poetry reading by William Jay Smith will be held
Thursday, May 30, at 5-7 p.m.
Jacques Hnizdovsky (1915-1985) was
born in Ukraine, and studied art in Warsaw
and Zagreb. After his arrival in the U.S. in
1949, he switched his primary medium
from painting to woodcut. His work has
been widely celebrated through prizes, fellowships, exhibitions, publications, and
acquisition by many great museums,
including the Metropolitan Museum of
Art, and the Museum of Fine Arts, Boston.
The exhibit is made possible thanks to
the generosity of Stephanie and Mira
Hnizdovsky, the artist’s wife and daughter,
respectively, who have relocated from
New York to the North Shore, and whose

generosity makes the exhibit possible. All
of the exhibited prints will be for sale.
The distinguished poet, William Jay
Smith, a friend of the artist, has offered to
read from his book, “The Girl in Glass:
Love Poems,” at the reception in memory
of Mr. Hnizdovsky, whose woodcuts
appear throughout the volume. Mr. Smith
is the author of more than 50 books of
poetry, children’s verse, literary criticism,
and memoirs, and the editor of several
influential anthologies. From 1968 to 1970
he served as consultant in poetry to the
Library of Congress (a post now called the
poet laureate), and two collections of poetry were finalists for the National Book
Award. Poet-in-residence at Williams
College from 1959 to 1967 and chairman
of the Writing Division of the School of
the Arts at Columbia University from
1973 to 1975, Mr. Smith is professor
emeritus of English at Hollins College.
The firehouse Center for the Arts is
located on Market Square; gallery hours
are, Tuesday-Sunday, 10 a.m.-5 p.m.
For more information call the center,
(978) 426-7336.

Hnizdovsky woodcuts to be exhibited

Kuchma and Putin...

(Continued from page 3)
however, object to the plans, arguing they
would harm Ukraine’s integration with
Europe.
“Unlike EEC countries, Ukraine officially declared its intention to unite with the
European Union,” ex-Foreign Minister
Borys Tarasyuk told Interfax on May 21.
“If (Ukraine) gets full EEC membership, it
will be seen in Europe and the world as a
partner whose words contradict its actions.”
The bilateral presidential meeting also
dealt with issues of scientific cooperation,
including plans to jointly promote the AN70 airplane on the international market.
Officials repeated their desire to continue
efforts in joint aircraft production despite
current problems with demand.
Both presidents said they were satisfied
with their meeting’s results. Mr. Kuchma
said there were “good perspectives for relations” in the future. “We have full mutual
understanding in all issues about what to do
jointly,” Mr. Putin said.
Commenting on the parliamentary elections in Ukraine, the Russian president supported their outcome as a “big victory of
the pro-presidential bloc.” Mr. Putin
expressed hope that as the new Parliament
takes power, bilateral relations will develop.
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UKRAINIAN NATIONAL ASSOCIATION

ANNUITY RATES

EFFECTIVE JANUARY 1, 2002

Single & Flexible Premium Annuities
First year rate (new money)
(rate locked in for one year)

6.00%

Single & Flexible Premium Annuities
(EXISTING)
$100,000.00 and over

5.50%

$50,000.00 - $99,999.99
(EXISTING)
$100.00 - $49,999.99
(EXISTING)
Flexible 10 Annuity
(YEAR 2)

5.25%

5.00%
5.25%

Stop playing with your retirement. The stock market may go up and
down but your retirement should be secure from such fluctuation. UNA
Annuity offers safety and guarantees constant growth. For information on
UNA Annuities call toll free 1 800 253 9862 ext. 3013
email: sales@unamember.com
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PREVIEW OF EVENTS

Ukrainian National Association Estate
Foordmore Road, Kerhonkson, New York 12446
Tel.: (845) 626-5641 • Fax: (845) 626-4638
www.soyuzivka.com • e-mail: sqss@aol.com

2002 camps and workshops at Soyuzivka
TENNIS CAMP, SATURDAY, JUNE 22 – THURSDAY, JULY 4

Intensive tennis instructions for boys and girls, ages 12-18.
Instructors’ fees $80.00 per child
Room and board: UNA members $510.00/non-members $560.00 for full session
Insurance $30.00 per child per week
Directors: George Sawchak and Lida Sawchak-Kopach. Limited to 45 students
Supervisor: Olya Czerkas – 24 hrs suprervised

BOYS’ AND GIRLS’ RECREATIONAL CAMP, AGES 7-12, SATURDAY, JULY 6 – SATURDAY, JULY 20
Featuring hiking, swimming, games, Ukrainian songs and folklore, supervised 24 hr.
Room and board: UNA members $330.00 per week/non-members $380.00 per week
Counselor fee: $30.00 per child per week. Limited to 45 campers per week
Insurance $15.00 per child per week
Instructor and supervisors: Olya Czerkas

CHEMNEY FUN CENTER, SUNDAY, JULY 7 – FRIDAY, JULY 12 & SUNDAY, JULY 14 – FRIDAY, JULY 19

Geared to presenting the Ukrainian heritage to the English-speaking children, ages 4-8,
Daily sessions: 9:30 a.m. - 1:30 p.m.
Registration/counselor fee: $135.00 if parents staying at Soyuzivka and pay the regular room rates.
Registration/counselor fee: $175.00 if parents staying off premises
Registration fee includes T-shirts, child’s lunch, and insurance fee of $10.00 per child.
Instructors: Marianne Wasylyk, Bohdana Puzyk, Andrew Oprysko, Natalka Junas, Olya Muzyka

SOYUZIVKA SPORTS CAMP, SUNDAY, JULY 21 - SUNDAY, JULY 28

A new fun camp, where children will do all three sports and more.
Swimming, soccer, volleyball for boys and girls, ages 8-14.
Room and board: UNA members $265.00/non-member $315.00.
Instructor’s fee $100.00 per child; session limited to 45 students.
Insurance $15.00 per child.
Instructors: Serge Nalywayko, Victor Cymbal, Andy Cymbal, Eugene Kruchowy

TRADITIONAL UKRAINIAN FOLK DANCE CAMP, SUNDAY, AUGUST 4 - SATURDAY, AUGUST 17

Ukrainian folk dancing for beginners, intermediate and advanced students, ages 8-16
Room and board: UNA members $580.00/non-member $630.00 for full session
Insurance $30.00 per child per week
Instructor’s fee $235.00 per child; Director: Roma Pryma Bohachevsky
**Instructors fee for dance camp is to be made payable to: UCDA INC. and forwarded to
Soyuzivka along with payment of room & board fee. **The director must approve acceptace
into dance camp program, and no one will be accepted for less than the full session, unless it
is with the approval of the director. ** Attendance limited to 60 students.

PRE-REGISTRATION IS ON A FIRST-COME, FIRST-SERVED BASIS UPON RECEIPT OF A $75.00
DEPOSIT PER CHILD/PER CAMP. A REGISTRATION FEE OF $100.00 (EXCEPT FOR
CHEMNEY CAMP) PER CHILD/PER CAMP WILL APPLY TO ALL CHILDREN STAYING OFF
SOYUZIVKA GROUNDS. THE DEPOSIT WILL BE APPLIED AGAINST THIS FEE.

BY ORDER OF THE HEALTH DEPARTMENT, ALL NECESSARY MEDICAL FORMS AND PERMISSION SLIPS MUST BE COMPLETED AND RECEIVED BY SOYUZIVKA TOGETHER WITH THE
FULL PAYMENT OF INSTRUCTORS’ FEES AND CAMP PAYMENTS NO LATER THAN 3 WEEKS
PRIOR TO THE START OF THE CAMP SESSION. OTHERWISE, THE CHILD WILL LOOSE HIS OR
HER PLACE IN CAMP. NO EXCEPTIONS.
SOYUZIVKA WILL APPLY A 10% DISCOUNT TO THE ROOM & BOARD FEES ONLY FOR THE 3rd
AND 4th WEEK OF ATTENDANCE AT ONE OF OUR CAMPS, OR FOR A SECOND CHILD IN THE
FAMILY ATTENDING THE SAME SESSION OF CAMP.
PAYMENTS FOR ROOM AND BOARD CAN BE MADE TO SOYUZIVKA BY CASH, CHECK, VISA,
MASTERCARD, AMEX OR DISCOVER CARDS.
PAYMENTS FOR INSTRUCTOR/COUNSELOR FEES MUST BE MADE BY CHECK OR CASH.
CREDIT CARDS ARE NOT ACCEPTABLE FORM OF PAYMENT FOR INSTRUCTORS’ FEES.

PLEASE MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO UNA ESTATE - CAMP FEE, UNLESS INDICATED OTHERWISE.
THERE WILL BE NO REFUNDS TO STUDENTS LEAVING PRIOR TO THE END OF A CAMP FOR ANY
REASON WHATSOEVER, AND NO CREDITS FOR LATE ARRIVALS.
PLEASE MAKE SURE TO HAVE YOUR CHILD’S UNA DISCOUNT CARD, OR DISCOUNT DOCUMENTATION FROM THE UNA HOME OFFICE OR THE BRANCH SECRETARY WITH YOU WHEN YOU PAY
AND/OR BRING YOUR CHILD TO CAMP. IF NO PROOF OF MEMBERSHIP IS AVAILABLE – NO
ADJUSTMENT CAN BE MADE.
FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION PLEASE CONTACT THE MANAGEMENT OF SOYUZIVKA.
THE UKRAINIAN NATIONAL ASSOCIATION DOES NOT DISCRIMINATE AGAINST ANYONE
BASED ON AGE, RACE, CREED, SEX OR COLOR.
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Saturday, June 1

NEW YORK: The Shevchenko Scientific
Society is holding its second annual law conference on the topic “Business Law in
Ukraine Today” to be held at 4 p.m. Taking
part in the conference are: Chair Andrij V.R.
Szul, Ph.D., J.D. (Global Direct Financial
Services, LLC, NY; litigator; Penn State
University); Judge Bohdan Futey (U.S.
Federal Court of Claims, Washington;
Ukrainian Free University Law Faculty,
Munich); Dr. Olena Shcherbyna, Esq. (Kyiv
National University Law School; corporate
law attorney in Kyiv); Dr. Mykhaylo
Kharenko, Esq. (Columbia University Law
School and Kyiv National University Law
School; tax/public finance attorney in Kyiv);
Dr. Olena Kibenko (associate professor of
securities/corporate law, Kharkiv National
Law University; senior visiting scholar West
Virginia University and University Baltimore
Law Schools.) The society is located at 63
Fourth Ave. (between Ninth and 10th streets).
Sunday, June 2

TRENTON, N.J.: The Self-Reliance Credit
union is sponsoring a picnic to thank the
Trenton community for helping launch its
successful new branch in Trenton. Admission
is free and will include a $4 voucher for food
and drinks. Live music will be provided by
the New Way band. There will be a Moon

Walk and face painting for younger guests
and volleyball, quoits, etc., for the young at
heart. The picnic will be held at the Ukrainian
National Home at the historic Bowhill Estate,
477 Jeremiah Ave., Hamilton, N.J. The picnic
begins at 1 p.m. For information and directions call Roman Kuzyk, (609) 890-7533; email tatkok@aol.com.
PHILADELPHIA: The Ukrainian
American Youth Association (SUM),
Philadelphia Branch, invites the community
in the Philadelphia area to attend its traditional annual “Youth Day” and picnic, which will
take place on the grounds of the Tryzub
Ukrainian American Sports Center, Lower
State and County Line Roads in Horsham,
Pa. The program begins at 11 a.m. with a
divine liturgy. The official program will commence with flag-raising, opening ceremonies,
and commendations and awards for active
members of the SUM branch. Sports shall
include soccer, volleyball and track-and-field
events. The artistic program begins at 3 p.m.
and will feature the winners of national competitions. There shall also be a performance
by the branch’s well-known Vesna dance
ensemble, directed by Yurko Didach.
Throughout the day, there will be a picnic
with plenty of delicious food and hot and
cold drinks. There will also be music in the
evening for the public’s entertainment and
dancing. Everyone is cordially invited to
attend.

REMINDER REGARDING REQUIREMENTS:

There is a $10 charge per submission for listings in Preview of Events.
The listing plus payment must be received no later than one week before
the desired date of publication. There is also the option of prepayment for a
series of listings.
Listings of no more than 100 words (written in Preview format) plus payment should be sent to: Preview of Events, The Ukrainian Weekly, 2200
Route 10, P.O. Box 280, Parsippany, NJ 07054. Information sent by fax
should include a copy of a check, in the amount of $10 per listing, made out
to The Ukrainian Weekly. The Weekly’s fax number is (973) 644-9510.

SPUTNIK GLOBAL TELECOM
A UKRAINIAN-AMERICAN OWNED INDEPENDENT AGENCY
CONTINUES

DIAL ALL DAY FOR THE UNA!

Support The Ukrainian Weekly Press Fund with your long distance phone calls.
Every time you make a call using our service, Sputnik makes a donation to the press fund.
Discounted domestic and international calling plans for residential and business clients.
No monthly fees, no minimums, no contracts.
For more information call toll-free

1-888-900-UKIE

OR

(847) 298-5900

Sputnik speaks Ukrainian

WHAT?
YOU DON’T HAVE YOUR OWN
SUBSCRIPTION?

To subscribe to The Ukrainian Weekly, fill out the form below,
clip it and mail it to: Subscription Department, The Ukrainian Weekly,
2200 Route 10, P.O. Box 280, Parsippany, NJ 07054.
NAME: __________________________________________________________________________________
NAME: (please type or print)
ADDRESS: ___________________________________________________________________________________

CITY: _______________________________________________ STATE: _________ ZIP CODE: _____________
PHONE (optional): ______________________________________________________

❏ UNA member subscription price — $45.00/yr.
UNA Branch number _________________________

❏ Non-member subscription price — $55.00/yr.

