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Ukraine’s national democrats accuse
Russia of interfering in language issue
by Roman Woronowycz
Kyiv Press Bureau

KYIV – Ukraine’s national democratic forces accused the Russian State
Duma of interfering in the internal matters of Ukraine on October 31 after it
voiced support for a renewed effort to
make Russian the official language of the
Crimea.
The Russian State Duma resolution,
passed on October 25 even as Russia
stood frozen by the siege of a Moscow
theater by Chechen guerrillas, was enacted in response to legislation passed by
the legislative body of Ukraine’s
Crimean Autonomous Republic.
Crimea’s Parliament supported a motion
on October 18 that demanded that
Ukraine’s Verkhovna Rada make Russian
the official language of the country’s
southern peninsula.
“This, for me, is the most blatant
expression of chauvinism that I have
seen in all my years,” said Ukrainian
National Deputy Pavlo Movchan, the
longtime director of the Prosvita
Ukrainian Language Society and a member of the National Rukh of Ukraine
Party.
Mr. Movchan blamed the renewed
effort to make Russian a second state
language in Ukraine on Viktor
Medvedchuk, the chief of staff of the
Kuchma administration. The National
Rukh Party and the parliamentary faction
to which it belongs, Our Ukraine, have
suggested that Mr. Medvedchuk has
attempted to rouse dormant movements
in the Crimea, as well as in
Dnipropetrovsk, Donetsk, Luhansk and
Kharkiv, that support Russian as a second state language in Ukraine in order to
curry favor with Moscow.
Many political experts hold the opinion that Mr. Medvedchuk has used his
connections in the Kremlin, particularly
his friendship with Russian President
Vladimir Putin’s chief of staff, Alexander
Voloshin, to position himself for a run
for the Ukrainian presidency.
Mr. Movchan charged that Mr.
Medvedchuk organized and provoked the
vote in Crimea as well as efforts to pass
resolutions in most of the oblast councils
of eastern Ukraine.
“Viktor Medvedchuk initiated these
public debates, which took place with a
minority of votes in support,” said Mr.
Movchan. “We point to him as the one
who turned to Crimea’s Parliament to
speed-up the matter of the status of the
Russian language in Ukraine.”
The Social Democratic Party –
United, which Mr. Medvedchuk chairs,
responded to Mr. Movchan’s accusations
on November 6 by releasing a statement
calling for the Our Ukraine parliamentary faction “to distance itself” from Mr.
Movchan and his remarks. It called Mr.

Movchan’s statements part of “a campaign created by representatives of the
radical-nationalist wing of the bloc
against Viktor Medvedchuk.” The SDPU
underscored that there are no documents
to support the allegations or point to Mr.
Medvedchuk as the organizer of a movement to support Russian as Ukraine’s
second state language.
Mr. Movchan and other politicians
who have criticized the resolution of the
Crimean Parliament have based their
defense on the inviolability of Ukrainian
as the language of the land as determined
in a 1999 ruling by Ukraine’s
Constitutional Court. The ruling confirmed the legitimacy of the Ukrainian
language as the single state language.
On November 7, two days before celebration of the officially sanctioned Day
of Ukrainian Language and Letters,
National Deputy Les Taniuk, chairman
of the Verkhovna Rada Committee on
Culture and Spirituality, said he would
have the language proposal posed by the
Crimean Parliament struck from the
Verkhovna Rada’s daily agenda based on
its unconsitutionality.
(Continued on page 3)

U.S. and British report on Ukraine’s
alleged sale of Kolchuha is inconclusive
SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 10, 2002

by Roman Woronowycz
Kyiv Press Bureau

KYIV – The Ukrainian government
received an anxiously awaited report
from U.S. and British Embassy officials
in Kyiv on November 5 on Ukraine’s
involvement in the sale of illegal arms to
Iraq. While the report does not prove that
Ukraine sold Baghdad a Kolchuha air
defense system in contravention of
United Nations sanctions, it also does not
conclusively prove that such a technology transfer did not take place.
Neither Ukrainian nor Western authorities made the document available to the
public. Verkhovna Rada Chairman
Volodymyr Lytvyn was the first highranking Ukrainian official to shed some
light on the details of the report after
meeting with British Ambassador to
Ukraine Robert Brinkley.
“The U.S.-British report states that
Ukraine has not presented any convincing proof that it did not sell Kolchuha
radar systems to Iraq,” explained Mr.
Lytvyn in a brief statement to journalists
after the meeting on November 5.
He noted that the report criticizes
Ukraine’s export control system, but

$1/$2 in Ukraine

pointed out that the country had implemented a system the West had proposed.
Earlier in the day, the head of the presidential press service, Olena Hromnytska
confirmed to journalists that the report
had been received and would be “thoroughly considered, and a decision on further cooperation with British and
American parties will be made in the
nearest time.”
Meanwhile President Leonid Kuchma,
who is at the center of allegations that
Ukraine’s officials illegally sold the
arms, said that he is still considering
going to Prague on November 21 for the
NATO Summit, although not to sit at the
Ukraine-NATO Commission table.
NATO downgraded the status of the
meeting of the Ukraine-NATO
Commission, scheduled for the second day
of the NATO gathering, from its original
designation as a “summit,” which would
have brought state leaders to the affair, to a
meeting of foreign ministers. The move
came as a result of the accusations, which
were leveled by Washington on September
25 after it had determined that digital
recordings of a conversation between Mr.
(Continued on page 3)

Repository of historic manuscripts, books in Kyiv is flooded
by Roman Woronowycz
Kyiv Press Bureau

KYIV – Just as Ukraine’s National
Archives prepared to celebrate its
jubilee, on October 23 tragedy struck a
sister institution, the renowned
Vernadskyi National Library, when six
tons of water engulfed the historic manuscripts and periodicals section of the
library’s archives.
The flooding occurred when the
plumbing of the archaic and neglected
heating system burst, sending piping
hot water through the area. Librarians
and restoration experts spent the next
several days attempting to save what
they could by opening the books and
newspapers and setting them in open
spaces, where large fans circulated air
to dry the pages before mold and rot set
in.
National Deputy Les Taniuk, chairman of the Verkhovna Rada Committee
on Culture and Spirituality, called the
flood – in which some of the country’s
most valuable manuscripts may have
been lost – “a crime.”
The lawmaker compared the situation to the fire that destroyed much of
the archives of the National Science
Library in Kyiv in 1964. During that
tragedy, Mr. Taniuk said KGB and
police officials stood by as much of
Ukraine’s documented history burned.

This time he blamed government officials for allowing the flood to occur.
“The crime in this case is that the
Ministry of Culture did absolutely nothing [to alleviate the poor physical state
of the archives],” explained Mr. Taniuk.
He said that some 200,000 documents were affected, but noted that as
of that moment none had been declared
destroyed. He also pointed out that the
National Academy of Sciences had
stepped in with a substantial effort,
including moving many of the dampest
documents to the Kyiv Refrigeration
Plant to prevent the growth of mildew
as they are slowly dried in cold storage.
A week after the accident, President
Leonid Kuchma announced he had
ordered an executive commission, to be
headed by Vice Prime Minister
Volodymyr Semynozhenko, to undertake a comprehensive review of the
state of the country’s museums,
archives and libraries. He also said he
expected the commission would offer
financial and organizational aid to help
alleviate the aftereffects of the
Vernadskyi Library tragedy.
The criticism offered by National
Deputy Taniuk, which seemed to spur
the government to action, came at a
press conference to announce the
upcoming 150th jubilee of the National
Archives, which hold 200 million docu-

National Deputy Les Taniuk
ments of Ukrainian history, extending
from the last stages of the Kyivan Rus’
era to 1917. The materials consist of a
half billion pages of documents stored
on the equivalent of 2,500 kilometers of
shelving.
Oksana Muzychuk, director of the
National Archives, said the situation of
(Continued on page 19)
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In wake of Kuchma snub,
whither relations with NATO?
by Taras Kuzio

RFE/RL Poland, Belarus and Ukraine Report

Ukrainian President Leonid Kuchma
will not be invited to the NATO summit
in Prague on November 21-22. This is a
major personal rebuff to Mr. Kuchma,
who has been the most active CIS leader
in cooperating with NATO since Ukraine
joined the Partnership for Peace in 1995.
Instead, NATO plans to send only a
lower-level invitation to Ukrainian
Foreign Minister Anatoliy Zlenko to participate in the summit.
President Kuchma’s hopes of arranging an informal meeting with U.S.
President George W. Bush on the sidelines of the NATO summit have been
rejected by Washington.
The rebuff is a direct response to the
claims made public by the United States
in late September that Mr. Kuchma had
personally authorized at a July 2000
meeting with Valerii Malev, the head of
the state arms-export agency
Ukrspetseksport, to sell four Kolchuha
radar systems to Iraq for $100 million
each.
The revelations were first made public
by former presidential bodyguard
Mykola Melnychenko in March. Mr.
Melnychenko defected to the United
States in April 2001 after publicly releasing tape recordings made illicitly in
President Kuchma’s office between 1999
and 2000. The Kuchma-Malev meeting is
found on one portion of these tapes that
the U.S. Federal Bureau of Investigation
authenticated this past summer. (Mr.
Dr. Taras Kuzio is a resident fellow at
the Center for Russian and East
European Studies, University of Toronto.

Malev died in a suspicious car accident
in April just as the Kolchuha scandal first
unfurled.)
Initially, Ukraine denied outright that
the July 2000 meeting had taken place.
After the United States authenticated the
tape, however, Ukraine switched its official position, saying the meeting had
indeed taken place (implying that Mr.
Kuchma had in fact authorized the sale)
but denied that the sale had actually gone
ahead.
A team of U.S. and British experts visited Ukraine in October to investigate
whether all of the Kolchuhas built by the
Topaz plant in Donetsk could be accounted for. A U.S. official told the Associated
Press last week that their visit proved
inconclusive. The official added, however, that the U.S. administration has
deemed that the taped Kuchma-Malev
conversation is proof enough. The source
also said the U.S. administration has tentatively decided to reduce its assistance
to Ukraine further, in addition to a $54
million cut announced in September.
The rebuff to President Kuchma may
also dash Ukraine’s hopes that the summit would lead to the signing of a
Membership Action Plan (MAP)
between NATO and Ukraine. The conditions set out by a MAP have to be fulfilled before a country is invited to join
the alliance. Ukraine first announced its
intention to apply for NATO membership
in May, and then officially announced
this during NATO Secretary-General
George Robertson’s visit to Ukraine in
July.
The Ukrainian armed forces have
developed extensive ties with NATO
(Continued on page 17)

Or was this just a personal rebuff?
by Askold Krushelnycky

RFE/RL Poland, Belarus and Ukraine Report

Last week, NATO said it will not
invite Ukrainian President Leonid
Kuchma to its summit in Prague on
November 21-22. Analysts say Mr.
Kuchma was eager to attend personally,
but NATO said Ukraine’s meeting with
the military alliance would be conducted
only at the foreign-minister level.
The snub is seen as a reaction to
President Kuchma’s approval two years
ago to sell a sophisticated radar system,
called the Kolchuha, to Iraq. The
Kolchuha is a “passive radar” system
that, unlike conventional radar, can target U.S. and British warplanes flying
over Iraq without the planes detecting
that they have been spotted.
The U.S. government says that it does
not know if the Kolchuha radar has been
delivered, but in September it said it was
convinced that secret recordings,
allegedly of Mr. Kuchma approving the
Kolchuha sale, were authentic. Mr.
Kuchma has denied the allegations.
Ukrainian Foreign Affairs Minister
Anatolii Zlenko has threatened to boycott the NATO summit. He accused the
United States of seeking to deny Mr.
Kuchma a place at the meeting. He
called the U.S. policy “misguided,” but
said Ukraine would not abandon its
efforts to forge closer ties with NATO
Askold Krushelnycky is an RFE/RL
correspondent.

and the European Union. “The special
relationship between Ukraine and the
alliance is an integral element of
European security. Therefore, the positive basis for our relationship remains
unaltered, and we are not changing
course. Second, I would not like the
decision of the North Atlantic Council
[NATO’s top political body] to become
the pretext for internal speculation within Ukraine. There is no crisis in
Ukraine’s relationship with NATO.
There are certain collisions [differences]
in the relationship with one of the
alliance’s members. But I’m sure that all
of this is temporary. The collisions will
pass, and the special relationship will
remain,” Mr. Zlenko said.
Valerii Chalyi, the director of international studies at the independent
Razumkov Center for Political and
Economic Research in Kyiv, said the
Ukrainian government should not react
emotionally and that talks about
Ukraine’s membership in NATO could
proceed at the foreign-minister level.
Mr. Chalyi said cooperation with NATO
had yielded tangible benefits for
Ukraine, and it is important that these
not be lost because of the present confrontation.
“I’m very worried that in this situation we don’t mix everything together in
the same pile. We do have positive
results from our work with NATO that
involve many thousands of people who
(Continued on page 16)
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Kuchma optimistic on ties with NATO

KYIV – President Leonid Kuchma said
at a meeting with the Defense Ministry
leadership on November 5 that allegations
that Ukraine illegally sold arms to Iraq will
not affect cooperation between Ukraine
and NATO, the UNIAN news service
reported. “It is no secret that we are experiencing temporary difficulties in [our]
relations with the North Atlantic alliance,”
Mr. Kuchma said. “[However], I dismiss
the logic that some kinds of suspicions,
which are unfounded, can destroy the
process of cooperation between Ukraine
and NATO,” he added. “This [U.S.British] report is simply impertinent. ...
Ukraine should not have to prove that it
did not sell [arms], those who accuse the
country should prove it did,” said Heorhii
Kriuchkov, the head of the parliamentary
Committee for National Security and
Defense. (RFE/RL Newsline)
Kyiv: we will not waver on road to NATO

KYIV – “Our policy towards European
and Euro-Atlantic integration is
unchanged. We have made our choice of
path and we are not planning to move from
that,” Reuters quoted presidential spokeswoman Olena Hromnytska as saying in
Kyiv on November 4. “If anyone wants
that [change] – don’t hold your breath,”
Ms. Hromnytska added. The spokesperson
also said President Leonid Kuchma is considering attending meetings of NATO’s
Euro-Atlantic Partnership Council during
the November 21-22 summit in Prague.
“He reserves the right to take part,” the
Associated Press quoted her as saying. Last
week, Mr. Kuchma told journalists he will
go to Prague, effectively challenging
NATO’s decision not to invite him to separate meetings of the bilateral NATOUkraine Commission. (RFE/RL Newsline)
Suit filed against Ukraine for air disaster

KYIV – A district court in Kyiv on
November 5 opened hearings on a suit filed
by the widow of a crew member on the TU154 passenger airliner downed by a stray
Ukrainian S-200 missile over the Black Sea
on October 4, 2001, the Associated Press
reported. Alena Laptev has demanded more
than 2.8 million hrv ($520,000) in compensation for the death of her husband, who
was one of 78 victims. Ms. Laptev was the
first of several Russian relatives of crash
victims expected to sue Ukraine. Ukraine’s
Foreign Affairs Ministry last month said it
was near agreement on compensation for
Israeli relatives and was awaiting information from the Russian government about its
citizens to resolve the compensation issue.
Kyiv said it will offer reasonable compen-
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sation in equal amounts for Israeli and
Russian families to prevent private suits by
victims’ relatives. (RFE/RL Newsline)
Moldovan comments on joining EEC

CHISINAU – Andrei Neguta, chairman
of the Moldovan Parliament’s Foreign
Affairs Committee, on November 5 said
Moldova wants to join the Eurasian
Economic Community (EEC) but doing so
depends on Ukraine, ITAR-TASS reported. Mr. Neguta, who was in Dushanbe for
an EEC Interparliamentary Assembly
meeting, said: “Moldova is interested in
integration with the Eurasian EC, because
this would open for us broad prospects of
cooperation with our main economic partners – Russia and other CIS members. Our
country, however, can join the EEC only
after we have a common border with it,
which only Ukraine can secure [by also
joining that organization].” He added that
Ukraine, like Moldova, has the status of an
observer in the EEC, and its failure to
attend the Dushanbe meeting “astonished”
participants. (RFE/RL Newsline)
Will Our Ukraine support Yanukovych?

KYIV – Taras Chornovil, a lawmaker
from Viktor Yushchenko’s Our Ukraine
parliamentary caucus, has suggested that
some Our Ukraine legislators might support Donetsk Oblast Chairman Viktor
Yanukovych for the post of prime minister,
the Ukrainska Pravda website reported on
November 5. Last month the fragile propresidential majority in the Verkhovna
Rada proposed four candidates for the
post, including Mr. Yanukovych, who was
put forward by Ukraine’s Regions, a parliamentary representation of the so-called
Donetsk group of oligarchs. “I can only
say that, most likely, [Our Ukraine] will
give its deputies the right to vote freely [on
the candidates for prime minister], but the
real threat of the usurpation of all power in
Ukraine by [presidential administration
chief Viktor] Medvedchuk forces both
Viktor Yushchenko and a number of Our
Ukraine politicians to endorse someone
from the Donetsk group,” Chornovil said.
(RFE/RL Newsline)
Will U.S. impose more sanctions on Kyiv?

WASHINGTON – A U.S. official on
October 31 told the Associated Press on
conditions of anonymity that the United
States expects to impose additional sanctions against Ukraine in response to its
alleged sale of a Kolchuha radar system to
Iraq in violation of UN sanctions. The
U.S. case against Ukraine is based on a
July 2000 tape recording in which
(Continued on page 11)
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Committee of Ukrainian Voters reports discrepancies in vote counts
by Roman Woronowycz
Kyiv Press Bureau

KYIV – The Committee of Ukrainian
Voters said early last month that it has
found large discrepancies between local
vote tabulations and those of the central
election body after doing an analysis of
election returns from the March 1 parliamentary elections.
The report came after extensive accusations by several political parties and
individual candidates that pro-presidential political forces had used government
resources and had loaded local electoral
commissions with their supporters to
manipulate the vote. The CUV had also
noted widespread inconsistencies in the
elections as monitored throughout the
country by some 16,000 of its volunteers.
The CUV report, which was released
in late September, while quite critical of
pro-presidential political organizations
like the For a United Ukraine Bloc, put as
much blame on the lack of clarity within
the current election law, the complexity
of election procedures, and the lack of
training and expertise on the part of local
election officials.
“It would take a post-graduate education or a law degree to understand much
of the procedures and instruction as they
are currently written,” explained Yevhen
Radchenko, assistant director of the
CUV, a nationwide civic organization
that has achieved a large modicum of
international respect for its even-handed,
non-partisan monitoring of elections in
Ukraine.
The committee’s findings, made after a
comparison of 4,215-precinct level voting protocols to which the CUV was
given access against official results from

U.S. and British...

(Continued from page 1)
Kuchma and his top arms export control
official were authentic. The discussion,
heard on a recording produced by former
presidential security officer Maj. Mykola
Melnychenko, allegedly includes President
Kuchma’s authorization for the sale of a
Kolchuha system to Baghdad through a
Jordanian intermediary.
Mr. Kuchma has vehemently and
repeatedly denied the charges, and called
for full and transparent cooperation with
the West to resolve the matter.
The president said he has not ruled out
taking part in the Euro-Atlantic
Partnership Council meeting. That affair
is a gathering of the heads of state of all
46 members of the Partnership for Peace
program, to which Ukraine belongs.
Belarusian President Alyaksandr
Lukashenka, also has said he might
attend. There are political experts who
have said that if both state leaders showed
up, the seats of many Western countries
could remain empty during the session.
Ukraine’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs
also has yet to decide whether it will
attend the reduced-in-stature UkraineNATO Commission meeting. Minister of

Ukraine’s national...

(Continued from page 1)
A report issued by the Crimean organization of the National Rukh of Ukraine
showed the extend to which Russia has
ignored the language needs of tens of
millions of Ukrainians in Russia, even
while adamantly fighting for still more
Russian language rights in Ukraine.
It noted that while there are 2,973

the official website of the Central
Election Commission (CEC), show that
733 of the election results, or 17.3 percent, did not correspond and that actual
voting patterns may have been far different than what has been officially recognized. Ukraine has a total of 13,557 electoral precincts.
The report was sent off to the chairman of Ukraine’s Central Election
Commission, Mykhailo Riabets, at the
end of September in a confidential memorandum, with a request to address the
imbalances the committee’s analysis discovered. At the time The Weekly spoke
with Mr. Radchenko, Mr. Riabets had
still not responded.
“I must tell you honestly that we are
surprised that this has not been
addressed,” explained Mr. Radchenko,
who added that he expected that Mr.
Riabets would eventually respond to the
document.
Mr. Radchenko added, however, that
he was just as surprised that the political
parties and individual candidates affected
had not brought court challenges or at
least commented on the CUV findings.
The CUV assistant director said he could
only surmise that either the slighted parties are satisfied with what they did in
fact receive, or there is some sort of confidential agreement among the parties to
downplay the matter.
According to the CUV analysis, in
many instances large differences exist
between the number of votes recorded by
local electoral officials during the March
31 vote for Ukraine’s Verkhovna Rada
and the tallies published by the CEC on
its official website.
For example, the report states that in
District 167, Electoral Precinct 176,

Foreign Affairs Anatolii Zlenko had noted
on October 30, the day NATO pulled the
invitation to President Kuchma, that Kyiv
was now concerned whether a real effort
to produce a concrete plan for further
cooperation could take place in what
would likely be a strained atmosphere.
The Foreign Affairs Ministry has since
stated that it would like assurances that
NATO is still intent on producing a political document in which close NATOUkraine relations were underscored and
that NATO’S previously expressed commitment to eventually see Ukraine as a
member-state remained and would be
clearly voiced. There is also concern within
the Foreign Ministry that the meeting could
become a Ukraine-bashing encounter.
Many top Ukrainian government and
legislative officials, including Secretary of
the National Security and Defense
Council Yevhen Marchuk, said they consider the U.S.-British report on the
Kolchuha affair inconclusive, inasmuch as
it requests Ukraine to address seven additional issues. Others are irked that it continues to put the onus on Ukraine to prove
its non-complicity in the affair, while not
producing any substantial proof of it own.
U.S. State Department spokesman
Richard Boucher said on November 6 in
Washington that Ukraine indeed needs to

Russian-language public schools in
Ukraine, there are no Ukrainian-language
public schools in Russia. Also, even
though 30 Russian-language theaters
exist in Ukraine, not a single Ukrainianlanguage theater can be found in Russia.
And whereas Ukraine has 24,382
Russian-language libraries, Russia has no
Ukrainian-language ones. Finally, in
Ukraine 1,172 periodicals are published
in Russian, while in Russia not one is
published in Ukrainian.

which consists of the city center of
Ternopil, located in western Ukraine,
“more than half of the data that was
noted on the protocols did not coincide
with the data of the CEC,” while in the
raion city of Pidhaitsi, Ternopil Oblast,
“not a single number found on the election report coincided with the CEC data.”
The report gives concrete examples of
the vote discrepancies. For example, it
states that in the electoral district that
includes the town of Fastiv, in Precinct
91, located near Kyiv, the Our Ukraine
Bloc actually received 100 votes more
than the CEC showed in its final tally. In
the same precinct, the Socialist Party won
200 more and the Communist Party
received 30 more votes than eventually
recorded by the central election authority.
On the other hand, the local election
board of the same precinct counted 300
less votes in favor of the For a United
Ukraine Bloc and 100 less for the
Democratic Union than what the central
authorities showed in Kyiv.
Our Ukraine also was shorted by 50
votes from Precinct 92 of the town of
Skvyr, Kyiv Oblast, by the time the local
voting protocol got to the CEC, while the
Tymoshenko Bloc was down 75 votes.
Meanwhile, For a United Ukraine had
added 125 votes.
But the most glaring differences
occurred in District 162, precinct 229,
found in Romny, Sumy Oblast, where
For a United Ukraine received 1,020
votes less, as recorded in the local vote
tally, than what the CEC officially
showed. It seems that a large portion of
those votes came from Our Ukraine,
which was credited with 490 votes more
at the local level than by central authorities, and the Tymoshenko Bloc, which
present additional information. A news
report from the London-based Financial
Times said an unidentified U.S. official
had indicated that U.S. and British
experts who had conducted the investigation in Ukraine had received “mixed
cooperation,” from Ukrainian authorities
in Kyiv who “failed to provide convincing evidence a sale did not take place.”
Nonetheless, the chairman of the
Verkhovna Rada Committee on National
Security and Defense, Heorhii
Kriuchkov, said he is troubled that U.S.British demands violate the principle of
presumed innocence.
“The findings simply shock by their
impudence: the term presumption of
innocence is recognized worldwide,”
explained Mr. Kriuchkov, who belongs
to the Communist parliamentary faction.
“It is not for Ukraine to prove it did not
sell weapons to Iraq, but for those [who
blame it] to prove that it did.”
Deputy Assistant Secretary of State
for European and Eurasian Affairs
Steven Pifer, a former U.S. ambassador
to Ukraine, arrived in Kyiv on November
6 to smooth some very ruffled Ukrainian
political and diplomatic feathers. He
explained during a meeting with parliamentary leaders that the accent now must
be on rebuilding U.S.-Ukraine and
NATO-Ukraine relations, reported
Interfax-Ukraine. He told Ukrainian lawmakers that Ukraine’s foreign minister
needed to attend the Prague summit so
that the two sides could agree on the next

had a 165-vote discrepancy between the
local and central tallies.
Mr. Radchenko, of the CUV, said his
organization is not ready to declare that
the inconsistencies were so widespread
that they amount to a substantial manipulation of the final outcomes. That, as he
explained, was for the public, including
the politicians affected, to decide. He
explained that the CUV had decided it
would not allow itself to be manipulated
as a pawn in the intensive political
gamesmanship currently taking place
among Ukrainian politicians.
Mr. Radchenko underscored that
changes to protocols, if they occurred,
most likely did so at the local level. He
also did not deny that many of the problems could have been the result of simple
mistakes and incompetence by local election officials.
He explained that some protocols were
handed in blank, with merely the official
stamp of the local election board affixed
to the paperwork, while others were filled
out improperly. He also said that some
local officials had made illegal corrections to the protocols after they were
completed.
“This is why we are putting some of
the blame on negligence and carelessness,” said Mr. Radchenko.
However, the CUV official said that
one had to look elsewhere to understand
how discrepancies on some protocols
occurred between the vote tallies recorded at the local level and those officially
publicized by central authorities.
“Either the local boards are at fault
because they gave the CEC the wrong
numbers, or else the numbers were
ordered changed from above,” said Mr.
Radchenko.
chapter in Ukraine-NATO relations.
Meanwhile, President Kuchma, who
was on state travel to Austria the day Mr.
Pifer arrived, said he is ready for independent international experts to undertake an additional investigation. He cited
Austria and Russia as two countries that
might be considered. Parliament
Chairman Lytvyn, who is Mr. Kuchma’s
former chief of staff, said he supported
the call for an international commission
to investigate the affair.
“We must, in the end, get to the truth,”
said Mr. Lytvyn.

Quotable notes
“We’ve already downgraded
relations [with Ukraine]. We don’t
want to put Ukraine in the Belarus
category.”
– a U.S. official who asked not
to be named, as reported from
Washington by Reuters on
November 1, in commenting on
U.S.-Ukraine relations which currently are under a cloud due to suspicions that Ukraine sold a
Kolchuha system to Iraq in violation of United Nations sanctions.
Washington’s relations with
Belarus, according to Reuters, are
worse than with any other
European country.

TO SUBSCRIBE

Send $55 ($45 if you are a member of the UNA) to:
The Ukrainian Weekly, Subscription Department

2200 Route 10, P.O. Box 280, Parsippany, NJ 07054
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Cardinal Husar to make pastoral visitation to Archeparchy of Philadelphia
PHILADELPHIA, Pa. – The spiritual
head and father of the Ukrainian Catholic
Church worldwide, Major Archbishop
Lubomyr Husar will pray with the clergy,
religious and faithful during a pastoral
visitation to the Ukrainian Catholic
Archeparchy of Philadelphia on Sunday,
November 17,
Cardinal Husar will be the main celebrant and homilist at the 10:30 a.m. hierarchical divine liturgy, which will be celebrated here at the Cathedral of the
Immaculate Conception, 830 North
Franklin St.
A reception will follow in the cathedral
social hall, where all the faithful will have
an opportunity to personally greet
Cardinal Husar.
The events on Sunday will be the culmination of Cardinal Husar’s pastoral
visit to the Philadelphia Archeparchy.
Earlier in the week, he will visit with the

Catholic bishops of the United States during the fall meeting of the United States
Conference of Catholic Bishops in
Washington. A reception in his honor will
be hosted by Metropolitan-Archbishop
Stefan Soroka of the Philadelphia
Archeparchy during which time U.S.
bishops will be able to meet the spiritual
head of the Ukrainian Catholic Church,
the largest of the Eastern churches in
union with the See of Peter.
On Friday, November 15, Cardinal
Husar will celebrate a private prayer service, an Akathist to the Mother of God
with the clergy and seminarians of the
Archeparchy in the Philadelphia cathedral. After a luncheon, he will chair a formal meeting with the clergy and aspiring
future priests to present his vision for the
future of the Church and to answer any
questions they may pose to him.
Metropolitan Archbishop Stefan

Soroka stated in a recent letter to the clergy, religious and faithful of the archeparchy announcing the pastoral visitation:
“Major Archbishop Lubomyr Husar’s
visit also will highlight the importance of
the development of the sobor, or main
Church of our Ukrainian Catholic
Church, being constructed in Kyiv,
Ukraine. A collection is currently being
undertaken throughout our archeparchy
for this purpose, so that we may all share
in the duty and privilege of the development of this spiritual center of our
Ukrainian Catholic Church for the
world.”
The Ukrainian Catholic Church in
Ukraine was forcibly liquidated during
the Stalinist era and outlawed by the
Soviet government in 1946. All the bishops and many of the priests and religious
were arrested, and all its property was
confiscated.

Donetsk Oblast delegation visits Baltimore

However, it continued to exist as the
underground Church of the catacombs.
The priests, religious and faithful endured
torture and even death for practicing their
faith and remaining loyal to their Church.
The Church emerged from the catacombs in Ukraine with the demise of the
Soviet Union in 1989. Since the restoration of its legal status in 1990, a major
rebuilding and restoration of churches,
schools, monasteries and seminaries has
been undertaken, together with a spiritual
renewal and catechization of the faithful.
In announcing his goal for the construction of a cathedral church (sobor)
and a patriarchal center in Kyiv, Cardinal
Husar remarked: “After many years of
remaining in the underground, our
Church in Ukraine has now been free for
more than 10 years. Growth in a free
fatherland during the last decade gives us
the opportunity, which none would have
dared to dream: to return to the center of
our Church in Kyiv, the place of her
birth.”
Major Archbishop Husar was elected
head of the 7-million-member Ukrainian
Catholic Church on January 25, 2001, by
the Synod of the Ukrainian Catholic
Bishops, which met in Lviv, Ukraine.
The next morning, the Vatican
announced that the pope had confirmed
the election, and the 26 participants of the
January 24-26 synod that elected
Archbishop Husar, which included
Ukrainian bishops from Ukraine, Poland,
France, Italy, England, the United States,
Canada and Australia remained in
Ukraine for the enthronement of their
new spiritual leader on Sunday, January
28, 2001.
At the end of the enthronement divine
liturgy, it was announced that Pope John
Paul II had named the newly installed
major archbishop a cardinal of the
Church.
Cardinal Husar was born February 26,
(Continued on page 25)

Jay L. Baker/Office of the Mayor of Baltimore

BALTIMORE – The chairman of the Donetsk Oblast Administration, Viktor F. Yanukovych, an honorary citizen of the city of
Baltimore, paid a visit with his delegation to Baltimore City Hall on September 21. Discussion focused on ideas of mutual
interest between the United States and Ukraine, especially the Donetsk region. Seen above (from left) are: Serhii Korsunskyi,
counselor at the Embassy of Ukraine; Vitalii Tribouchnyi; John Korz, president of Selfreliance Baltimore Federal Credit Union;
Judy Orlinsky, director of Baltimore’s sister-city programs; Oleksii Bilyi, director of Azovstal; Volodymyr Yatsenkivskyi, minister
counselor of the Embassy of Ukraine; Theodor Caryk, president of the Baltimore chapter of the Ukrainian Congress
Committee of America; Anatolii Radchenko, director of the Donetsk Oblast Tax Administration; Mr. Yanukovych; City
Councilwoman Catherine E. Pugh; Ivanka Zhyzko; the Rev. Ivan Dornic; Julia Zhyzko; Olya Sushko; and Maryann Young.

LAST CALL to purchase
tickets for the banquet
to celebrate

Soyuzivka’s
50th Anniversary
on Nov. 23, 2002

Please call today
Space is limited.
Tel.: 973 292-9800, x 3071

The Ukrainian Weekly Press Fund: September 2002

Amount Name
City
$150.00 Mark Dushnyck
Brooklyn, N.Y.
(in memory of Mary Dushnyck)
$100.00 Yaroslaw and Karen
Chelak
Morristown, N.J.
Sophia Chopivsky
Washington, D.C.
Oleh Sydor
Glen Ellyn, Ill.
$55.00 George Babchuk
Crown Point, Ind.
Maria Polanskyj
Matawan, N.J.

$50.00
$45.00

$40.00
$30.00
$25.00

Stephanie Pronchick
Astoria, N.Y.
(in memory of Zenon Snylyk)
Eugene Jarosewich
Silver Spring, Md.
Ihor Laszok
East Hanover, N.J.
George Pryjma
Glenview, Ill.
Mykola and Oksana
Herus
Eastchester, N.Y.
Jaroslaw Rozankowskyj Englewood Cliffs, N.J.
John Carbon
Roman Barniak
Milas Lebedovych
Joseph B. and Martha T.
Mazuryk
Zenon Pihut
Orest and Judy Tataryn
Jerema Wolosenko
Stephen Zdan

Baltimore, Md.
Basking Ridge, N.J.
Savannah, Ga.
Danville, Calif.
Austin, Tex.
San Jose, Calif.
Brookline, Mass.
Northville, Mich.

$20.00

$15.00
$10.00

Roman and Nadia
Andrushko
Peter Bard
Frank Bugryn
Peter Hawrylciw
Peter M. and Andre Ihnat
Natalia Luchanko
Roy Gajdalo
Alex Konowal
Roman and Juliann Maziak
Andrew Pankiw
Oksana and Volodymyr
Bakum
Ellen Barlit
Gregory Burbelo
Natalia Chaykovsky
John Choma
Matthew Iwaskow
C. Mociuk
Mary Pendzola
Andrew and Irene Petrina
Anatol Popovich
Daria Samotulka
Mychajlo Seredowych

Park Ridge, Ill.
Dayton, Ohio
Bristol, Conn.
Ludlow, Mass.
Brooklyn, N.Y.
Meadowbrook, Pa.
Philadelphia, Pa.
Arlington Hts., Ill.
Bloomfield Hills, Mich.
Upper Arlington, Ohio

Highland, N.Y.
North Falmouth, Mass.
Westerly, R.I.
Morris Plains, N.J.
Brooklyn, N.Y.
Brooklyn, N.Y.
Palos Park, Ill.
New York, N.Y.
Mt. Clemens, Mich.
Longwood, Fla.
Hillsborough, N.J.
Syracuse, N.Y.

$5.00

$3.00

Peter Steciuk
Donald Suberroc
Anna Wojtiuk
Lukianna Cwiach
Michael Hrycak
Orest Hrycak
Merle and Bonnie
Jurkiewicz
Helen Kisaenia
N. Krawciw
Martha Lewicky
P. Micevych
Ola Movchan-Iwanicki
Bohdan Paszkowskyj
Millie Pochtar
Valentina Poletz
Mykola Darmochwal

Cambridge, Mass.
Alexandria, Va.
Clifton, N.Y.
Stamford, Conn.
Cranford, N.J.
Cranford, N.J.

Toledo, Ohio
Chesapeake City, Md.
Annandale, Va.
Harrington Park, N.J.
Tarzana, Calif.
Warren, Mich.
West Seneca, N.Y.
Pequannock, N.J.
Minneapolis, Minn.
Bridgewater, N.J.

TOTAL: $1,463.00
Sincere thanks to all contributors
to The Ukrainian Weekly Press Fund.

The Ukrainian Weekly Press Fund is the
sole fund dedicated exclusively to supporting
the work of this publication.
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Connecticut District members promote UNA at state’s Ukrainian Day
by Stephan Welhasch

STAMFORD, Conn. – Every year the
branches of the UNA Connecticut District
sponsor a UNA hospitality and information
table at the Connecticut State Ukrainian
Day Festival here. Hundreds of UNA
brochures and newspapers were distributed
highlighting various facts about the UNA
and its insurance products, IRAs, annuities,
mortgages and the Soyuzivka resort. Most
popular were The Ukrainian Weekly and
Svoboda. All proceeds from the sale of
books, tapes, donations etc. went to support
the press funds of both newspapers.
At this years 35th annual festival,
Stephan Welhasch, the UNA’s Investment
manager, worked closely with the UNA’s
district secretaries at the information table
throughout the day. Many people visited the
exhibit table and many questions were
asked about the UNA and its products.
Quite a few guests were recent arrivals from
Ukraine and some inquired about becoming
members and subscribing to both Svoboda
and The Ukrainian Weekly.
Added attractions were balloons, t-shirts

and pens that were a favorite with the kids
and teenagers. Clearly, the event was a great
success, as thousands of people attended,
the weather was perfect and a good time
was had by all. We trust that many more
people now know more about the UNA and
its many benefits.
After the festival ended, the district executive and its branch secretaries held a brief
meeting about the UNA’s recent 35th
Convention held in May in Chicago and
about the fate of Soyuzivka.
The UNA has been sponsoring many
information tables throughout the tri-state
New York-New Jersey Connecticut area at
most Ukrainian festivals this summer.
The UNA is happy to support these cultural events because they promote our
Ukrainian and American heritage.
The UNA is always ready to help its
members determine what kinds of products
best meet their needs – insurance, IRAs,
annuities, mortgages or a restful vacation at
Soyuzivka. To find out more about the
UNA, becoming a member, or about the
UNA’s many benefits, readers may call tollfree 1(800) 253-9862.

Yo u n g UNA ’ ers

At the Connecticut State Ukrainian Day Festival (from left) are: Stephan Tarasiuk,
Ihor Hayda, Bohdan Doboszczak, Peter Hawrylciw, Taras Slevinsky, Stephen
Bakaj, Irene Oliynyk, Stephan Welhasch, Myroslaw Trojan and Myron Kuzio.

Mission Statement

The Ukrainian National Association exists:

■ to promote the principles of fraternalism;
■ to preserve the Ukrainian, Ukrainian American and Ukrainian Canadian heritage and culture; and
■ to provide quality financial services and products to its members.

As a fraternal insurance society, the Ukrainian National Association reinvests its earnings for the benefit of its
members and the Ukrainian community.

RECORDING DEPARTMENT
MEMBERSHIP REPORT – SEPTEMBER 2002
Christine E. Kozak, National Secretary
Juvenile
6,268
7,505
13,773

Adult
13,096
16,675
29,771

ADD
2,866
0
2,866

Total
22,230
24,180
46,410

New members
New members UL
Reinstated

12
1
5

10
0
8

0
0
2

22
1
15

Died
Cash surrender
Endowment matured
Fully paid-up
Reduced paid-up
Extended Insurance
Certificates lapsed (active)
Certificate terminated

1
2
18
10
0
19
10
2

26
19
8
18
0
12
2
1

0
0
0
0
0
0
15
1

27
21
26
28
0
31
27
4

Total Active Members – 8/2002
Total Inactive Members –8/2002
Total Members – 8/2002

Andrew Phillip Soleiman, son of
Andrea and Richard Soleiman, is a
new member of UNA Branch 88. He
was enrolled by his great-grandparents Drs. Stephania and Roman
Baranowskyj of Kerhonkson, N.Y.

Mykolaia Lada Reffner, daughter of
Natalie and Richard Reffner, is a new
member of UNA Branch 88 in
Kerhonkson, N.Y. Drs. Roman and
Stephania Baranowskyj enrolled their
great-granddaughter into the UNA.

UNA PAYING 80% COMMISSION
ALL UNA SECRETARIES AND ORGANIZERS

The Ukrainian National Association will pay 80% commission on first-year
premiums for new business sold between November 1, 2002, and
December 31, 2002. Applications MUST be postmarked by December
31, 2002, to qualify. Whole life, 20 Pay Life, LP-65, Endowment, T-23, T5,
and T-10 are qualifying plans. Universal Life minimum face amount of
$25,000 applies and will pay 80% up to target premium.
EXCLUDED are all Annuities, WSP (Whole Life Single Premium) and all
pre-paid policies.

Insure and be sure.
Join the UNA!

ACTIVE MEMBERSHIP
Gains in 9/2002

Total Gains:
Losses in 9/2002

Total Losses
Total Active Members – 9/2002

18

18

2

38

62
6,224

86
13,028

16
2,852

164
22,104

Paid-up
Reduced paid up
Extended insurance

10
0
19

18
0
12

0
0
0

28
0
31

* Died
* Cash surrender
Pure endowment matured
Reinstated to active
Certificates lapsed (inactive)

0
5
2
5
0

43
18
5
8
5

0
0
0
0
0

43
23
7
13
5

29,654

2,852

INACTIVE MEMBERSHIP
Gains in 9/2002

Total Gains
Losses in 9/2002

Total Losses
Total Inactive Members – 9/2002

TOTAL MEMBERSHIP – 9/2002

(* Paid up and reduced paid up policies)

29

12
7,522

13,746

30

79
16,626

0

0
0

59

91
24,148
46,252
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The Famine and The Times revisited

We’ve written before in this space about the ignominious reporting of Walter
Duranty, Moscow correspondent of The New York Times during the period of the
Great Famine of 1932-1933, and the ignoble response decades later by the newspaper’s publishers and editors to revelations that their correspondent’s reporting was,
in effect, part of the Soviet cover-up of this genocide. (We refer our readers especially to “The Famine and The Times,” November 25, 2001.)
What brings us to do so again? A recently released book titled “Written into
History.” Just released in paperback, the book contains Pulitzer Prize reporting
of the 20th century from The New York Times. Certainly we had to take a look at
how the volume deals with Duranty, who won the Pulitzer in 1932 for his “dispassionate interpretive reporting” from the USSR, filing news reports that denied
the Famine, while privately telling British intelligence that he believed over 10
million had died.
First we turned to the listing of the Pulitzer winners of The New York Times.
Sure enough, Duranty was still there, but with the parenthetical notation: “Other
writers in The Times and elsewhere have discredited this coverage.” It is the same
notation that appears after an asterisk under the photograph of Duranty that is
among the photos of Pulitzer winners which line a corridor at The Times.
Next we looked at the chapter called “Around the Globe,” which notes that the
first individual foreign correspondent from The Times to win the Pulitzer was
Duranty and that his prize “has come under a cloud.” Duranty’s reporting, the book
explains, “ignored the reality of Stalin’s mass murder”; it goes on to cite a memorandum written in 1932 by George F. Kennan, then a U.S. foreign service officer in
Riga, Latvia, which says that in the USSR “15 to 20 million people have been
killed in military operations, exiled to prison camps, forced [to] emigrate or
deprived of all civic rights for political reasons ...” Amazingly, there is not a word
about the Famine-Genocide.
In the introduction to the book, Anthony Lewis, himself a two-time winner of
the Pulitzer, writes the following: “In a process run by human beings, there are
always going to be decisions that in hindsight look like mistakes. The worst in
Pulitzer history was the award of a prize in 1981 to Janet Cooke of the Washington
Post for stories on how a small boy in the inner city of Washington, D.C., was
caught up in the drug trade. Not long after the prize announcement the story unraveled; Ms. Cooke admitted that she had invented the small boy. She disappeared
from the Post and journalism, and the prize was returned. The Times, too, has a
blot on its Pulitzer record. In 1932 its Moscow correspondent, Walter Duranty, won
for international reporting. But his work increasingly came to be seen as slanted
toward the Soviet regime.”
Mr. Lewis presents an excellent parallel. But, Ms. Cooke’s prize was returned.
Why not Duranty’s? In 1986 Times Publisher Arthur Ochs Sulzberger had said in
response to pressure to give up the Pulitzer: “... it is not a prize The Times can take
back.” But the Times can do the honorable thing and relinquish Duranty’s ill-gotten award. The deaths of millions deserve more than an asterisk in The New York
Times pantheon of Pulitzer winners.

Nov.

11

Turning the pages back...

As the writer Vincent Cronin put it, a “Romantic” (class 19th
century version) was someone who was “imaginative by temperament and given to seeing life in terms of poetry and, particularly,
novels ... which extol adventure, energy, struggle, genius and love
with someone of another land or class.”
Maria Bashkirtseva (more widely known as Marie Bashkirtseff) was one of four women
Cronin used to cast his mold, in his neo-Victorian tract “The Romantic Way.” For her part,
Simone de Beauvoir, in her feminist treatise “The Second Sex,” condemned Bashkirtseva
as a “narcissist.”
Maria Bashkirtseva was born on November 11, 1860, on an estate in Havrontsi, near
Poltava, to a family of Russified Ukrainian gentry – a general’s effete son and a mother
(related to the ruling Romanov family and thus fabulously wealthy) whose “three passions
in life [were] cigars, roulette and Marie,” as Cronin wrote. The date of birth is a matter of
some confusion. Some contend she was born November 23.
At some point in the mid-1860s, Maria’s mother tired of her husband’s infidelities and
moved off with her two children to her parents’ estate near Cherniakhivka in the Okhtyrka
district near Kharkiv. In 1870, upon the death of her maternal grandfather, Madame
Babanine (as Maria’s mother sometimes preferred to call herself) left for the Crimea with
her daughter and then, by way of Odesa and Vienna, to Nice, France, where they settled (or
at least set up residence) in a villa on La Promenade des Anglais.
There, raised in a house hung with Italian masters and afforded expert tutoring, Maria
read Plutarch, Dante, Ariosto and Shakespeare, as well as novels by Dickens, Dumas, Hugo
and Walter Scott.
At the age of 12 she began to keep a diary that would make her famous – she recorded
her thoughts, moods, loves, flirtations, as well as impressions of the music, art, architecture,
customs, dress and cuisine of the many cities and environs she visited – including the
Poltava region of her birth, as well as Kyiv and Kharkiv. Unabashed and full of life, she
wrote, “I am my own heroine.”
In 1920, H.L. Mencken wrote his essay “In Defense of Women”: “it is very rarely
that a Marie Bashkirtsev ... lets down the veils which conceal the acro-amatic doctrine
of the other sex.”
Precociously realizing she could not marry into Europe’s elite without her father by
her mother’s side to keep up appearances, Maria returned to Ukraine in 1876 to
retrieve him, and was aggressively courted by the Ukrainian magnate Hryts

1860

(Continued on page 20)
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COMMENTARY

Reflections from the Home Office
of the Ukrainian National Association
by Roma Lisovich

As I read Dr. Myron Kuropas’s October
20 article, “Reviving a stagnant UNA,” I
smiled as the image of our “honeymoon”
at the UNA came to mind. What would it
have been like if I had had the luxury of
strolling around the office to acquaint
myself with staff and procedures; if I had
the opportunity to gradually and leisurely
familiarize myself with the issues that
beleaguer the UNA? Alas, this was not to
be. This “honeymoon” took quite a different spin.
I thought back to my first day on the
job, July 1. No sooner had I walked
through the door that Monday, than I was
greeted by an urgent fax from the state of
New Jersey demanding an immediate
response. Did the UNA have any
WorldCom or Enron stock? Without a
moment to spare, the process of scrutinizing our investment portfolio began pronto.
The good news was: we didn’t.
The pace did not let up. Only a few
days on the job, and we were off to
Soyuzivka – and not for sun and fun. We
went to welcome our guests for the new
season and show our commitment, but
even more importantly, we were beginning
the immediate and arduous process of analyzing the operations. There was no time
to spare.
I arrived Friday late evening after completing a full day at the UNA. The next
morning I was off at 5 a.m. to drive my son
the 90 miles to Plast camp and rushed back
to Soyuizvka by 6 p.m. so I could be present at the opening of the Soyuzivka Tabir
Ptashat. In his article, Dr. Kuropas encourages the new executives to become part of
their communities. The good news is: We
already are! Restrict our activism to only
UNA activities? No way! Why else would
someone subject themselves to driving 180
miles roundtrip on a Saturday, one’s day
off, so they can be part of two different
community activities on the same day.
Just last week our president was running off to attend a board of directors
meeting in Manhattan for Self-Reliance,
while I was off to a Soyuz Ukrainok meeting. Not only did this treasurer represent
the UNA at our booth at the St. John’s
Ukrainian Festival, but served hot dogs at
the school booth. Yes, it is integral to our
success to be active, participating members of our respective communities. For let
us remember that we are trying to solicit
the assistance and support from the community. This is essential for the future of
Soyuzivka, as well as the UNA overall.
Hectic, you bet! Eight-hour days are
rare here. The first one in, in the morning
is our new secretary Christine Kozak,
sometime around 6:30 a.m. More often
than not, we are here still in the office to
hear the buzz of the nighttime cleaning
crew’s vacuum cleaner. It is a frenetic
pace. Yet, it is also stimulating, inspiring
and challenging!
Sad to say, many in the community do
not even know the name of their local
UNA representatives. They think of the
UNA as the three executives they see in
the pages of our newspapers. They do not
know of the countless others that are busy
working making their own local communities better. It is time for the community to
meet all of us in the UNA family, and for
the UNA leadership to meet and interact
Roma Lisovich was elected treasurer
of the Ukrainian National Association at
the association’s 2002 convention held in
Chicago in May.

with the members of their own local communities.
Let’s face it (and we all agree): the
UNA has had an image problem for some
time now. It is hard to gather up enthusiasm among the community when (rightly
or wrongly), many perceive the UNA as a
detached, somewhat out-of-date organization. We, the UNA national leadership and
the local representatives collectively share
the responsibility of turning this image
around.
One of the most often repeated complaints I have heard is that the branch secretaries and the local leadership are not the
doers in the community, but carry only
perfunctory titles. They are not the leaders.
They may have been the organizers of the
past, but they now only perform the most
minimal of community tasks. This characterization is not true in all areas, but still
carries with it a ring of uncomfortable
truth.
The UNA leadership, and that includes
all the executives, General Assembly
members and branch secretaries, must
concentrate on renewing interest among
the community, not only in Soyuzivka, but
also in the UNA. We need to reposition
ourselves to be, once again, the organization to which all Ukrainians belong. We
are still in an excellent position to accomplish this, with the help of all of our members and local representatives.
The way I look at it, there are three
main types of contributions.
• Talent is first. This, the community
has begun to provide as evidenced by the
creation of the blue ribbon panel of experts
that are contributing their professional
efforts and talents pro bono to Soyuzivka’s
redevelopment. What a good example of
how the community at large has responded
to our request for assistance! All we had to
do was ask.
Our own UNA leadership, with unique
and multiple talents, will also be called
upon more and more to contribute. You are
our best resource, and I encourage you to
continue to volunteer your services.
• The second most important resource is
time, and I again have found over the past
few months, that the community has also
begun to respond. The spirit of volunteerism is alive and well. Our community is
regaining interest as they see things are
changing. I hope our local UNA leadership
is regaining interest, and will continue to
donate and increase their TIME contribution. Attending the General Assembly meetings, attending the Soyuzivka celebration,
organizing fund-raisers, organizing seminars and creating new opportunities to enlist
members are all time contributions that we
must receive from our local leadership in
order to make Soyuizvka and the UNA the
viable organization it was once in the past.
Dr. Kuropas is correct in his assessment that no longer should executives be
“flying in and out of a city on the same
day to meet with UNA secretaries” without having an opportunity to meet with
local community. Having just completed
our first wave of such a national whirlwind tour, we were struck by the poor
attendance – generally, only a handful of
tired, but devoted silver-haired loyalists.
This cannot continue if we are to survive,
and some responsibility must be borne
by the local organizers.
This spring, I challenge all local UNA
officials to make sure that they organize
a seminar to be held after the church
liturgy for the community. We, the exec(Continued on page 17)
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FOR THE RECORD: UWC
statement on Famine anniversary

“... When I awoke, before the dawn, amid their sleep I heard my sons ... weep
and ask for bread ...” (from Dante’s description of Hell)

This year we begin to mark the 70th anniversary of the enforced Famine of
1932-1933, engineered by the Soviet regime in which some 7 million to 10 million Ukrainians perished. The sheer numbers alone would qualify this entry as
the world’s most massive genocide. We honor the millions of victims of this
most heinous mass crime ever committed by man against man. Historians conclude that no nation lost more than the Ukrainian during the 20th century.
Together, the famines, purges, persecutions and wars resulted in some 20 million
lives lost.
The quintessence of today’s commemoration lies not only in reflection.
Seventy years ago when Ukrainians were being brutally murdered, many governments in the so-called free world were establishing diplomatic relations with the
Soviet Union. Worse, even the free press conspired to conceal the Famine,
among them, The New York Times.
In 1983 Time magazine wrote about the victims of the Famine of 1932-1933:
“Their extermination was a matter of state policy, just as the ovens of Dachau
were a matter of state policy. The Ukrainian kulaks died ... for the convenience
of the state, to help with the organization of the new order of things ... they died
and yet the grass has grown over the world’s memory of their murder. Why?...”
To date, this tragic event lacks due condemnation or recognition as a genocide
from many international institutions, democratic governments and even the government of the Ukrainian people. In 1988 the U.S. Commission on the Ukraine
Famine concluded: “The Genocide Convention defines genocide as one or more
specified actions committed with intent to destroy a national, ethnic, racial or
religious group wholly or partially as such ... One or more of the actions specified in the Genocide Convention was taken against the Ukrainians in order to
destroy a substantial part of the Ukrainian people ... Overwhelming evidence
indicates that Stalin was warned of impending famine in Ukraine and pressed for
measures that could only ensure its occurrence and exacerbate its effects. Such
policies not only came into conflict with his response to food supply difficulties
elsewhere in the preceding year, but some of them were implemented with
greater vigor in ethnically Ukrainian areas than elsewhere and were utilized in
order to eliminate any manifestation of Ukrainian national self-assertion.”
We call upon the government of Ukraine and other governments worldwide to
recognize the 1932-1933 Famine in Ukraine as a genocide against the Ukrainian
people and to condemn the perpetrators. We urge the Ukrainian people throughout the world to observe this sorrowful anniversary with solemnity and scholarship.
For the Presidium of the Ukrainian World Congress:
Askold S. Lozynskyj, President
Victor Pedenko, Secretary General

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

Myron Kuropas
must apologize
Dear Editor:

On September 22, Dr. Myron B.
Kuropas made a blanket indictment, stating that “... practically every Ukrainian
family had someone, somewhere, somehow, who was complicit in the debasement of other Ukrainians” in Soviet
Ukraine. That statement cannot go out of
my mind nor my heart.
When Morley Safer on CBS accused
all Ukrainians of being “genetically antiSemitic,” I wrote a letter to him, to CBS
and later contributed to the court proceedings filed by courageous Ukrainian
Americans. I was compelled to these
actions because I felt that my children
and I were falsely accused of being
“genetically anti-Semitic.”
Dr. Kuropas’ statement implies that
my parents, their friends and numerous
others who suffered persecutions by the
Communists were in complicity with the
Communists.
It is incomprehensible how Dr.
Kuropas can make such a damning, irresponsible and false statement against
those who suffered terribly in silence.

My family also was silent. However,
their silence was not due to the complicity with the enemy, but because they
feared that the lives of their loved ones
would be in danger if they told the truth.
It was the all-encompassing fear that
kept them and millions of others silent.
The majority of people in present-day
Ukraine still live in this all-encompassing fear, because they see their former
tormentors still in power in independent
Ukraine. This results in the feeling of
hopelessness that Dr. Kuropas interprets
as clandestine complicity with Soviet
Communist government.
I am responding to Dr. Kuropas’ accusation out of respect for the memory of
my parents and millions of others who
suffered. Dr. Kuropas seems not to
understand the people he is writing
about, or the past and present living conditions of these people. Probably he
should spend more time on research and
less on writing.
I never received any answers to my
letters from Mr. Safer or CBS. But I
hope to see a public apology by Dr.
Kuropas to the millions of silent
Ukrainians who were not complicit in
the debasement of other Ukrainians.
Alla Lehky Heretz
Rutherford, N.J.

The Ukrainian Weekly welcomes letters to the editor. Letters should be typed
(double-spaced) and signed; they must be originals, not photocopies.
The daytime phone number and address of the letter-writer
must be given for verification purposes.

The things we do...
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by Orysia Paszczak Tracz

The final journey
The bus was passing through some of
the most beautiful country this side of
heaven. We were in the upper foothills of
the Karpaty, the Carpathian Mountains of
so many stories, legends and songs. In the
distance were the green, blue and grey
mountains, with broad stripes of golden
and yellow-green cultivated fields in the
foreground. These were dotted with
curlicue-topped haystacks. The village
houses were not just along the road; some
were sitting on gentle hills some distance
away. All were surrounded by lush vegetable gardens, brilliant flowers, farm
buildings, truly free-range fowl of all kinds
and well-tended farm animals.
Our reverie was broken as the bus
slowed, then barely inched along. Just in
front of us, there were very many people
walking on the road, following a large
truck with a platform. More people were
walking in front of the truck, carrying
wreaths and crosses of pine branches. It
was a funeral. On the platform was the
open coffin, surrounded by pine boughs
and wreaths, as well as flowers. Draped
over the back of the cab, down to the coffin, was a large tapestry, with words
embroidered or woven inside a floral border.
The procession moved very slowly,
especially because it stopped in front of
certain houses. The priest and faithful
crossed themselves, prayed and sang as
they faced the distant house. After a few
minutes, they continued down the road,
then stopped again. All the traffic from the
opposite direction halted, with the driver
and passengers leaving their cars, or
motorcycles, and standing with hats
removed and heads bowed, until the procession passed them by. Our guide mused
that this must be an older, well-respected
person who had died, because there were
so many people in the procession. The
reason for stopping at certain houses was
that the deceased either had relatives or
friends there, and had visited the home.
This was an additional way of saying
good-bye.
I read out loud the words from the tapestry, and translated them for our group.
We all had tears in our eyes from the simplicity and pathos of the verse: “Proschai
moya rodyno, proschai ostannii raz. Z
tsiyeyi dorohy nikoly vzhe ne vernus’ do
Vas.” (Farewell, my family, farewell for

the last time. From this journey, I will
never return to you).
There was no way anyone would pass a
funeral procession. But this stretch of road
would take forever. Realizing this, someone from the procession approached our
bus driver and, saying that the march still
had a few kilometers to go before reaching
the cemetery, gave instructions on how to
detour via side village roads. Saying our
last farewell to the deceased, we left the
funeral behind. For quite a while, no one
on the bus spoke.
A few days later we saw another funeral
procession some distance away. This time,
the profusion of black-and-red, as well as
blue-and-yellow flags and ribbons told us
that the deceased had been a member of
the Organization of Ukrainian Nationalists
(OUN) and a povstanets’ (soldier of the
Ukrainian Insurgent Army). The singing
confirmed this, because good old povstanski pisni accompanied the march.
The cemeteries in Ukraine, especially in
the countryside, are full of metal and stone
or concrete crosses often painted a bright
blue – truly bright and lively places (pardon the expression). Fresh and artificial
flowers decorate the crosses and tombs,
and in the winter, even yalynky (Christmas
trees) are placed at the graves. Well, just as
at Easter, the departed are not forgotten,
and celebrate the holy days along with the
living. And the deceased are truly remembered. At the historic Lychakiv Cemetery
in Lviv, after a while I was not surprised to
find fresh flowers in jam jars at graves
where the year of death was 1859, 1898 or
1912.
Sometimes, the really old sections of
rural cemeteries are neglected and overgrown. If you have never experienced
kropyva (stinging nettle), go through an
old cemetery searching for a tombstone
while not wearing long slacks and a longsleeved shirt. From harsh personal experience, I think it should be called “burning”
nettle.
Seeing the funerals in Ukraine only reemphasized to me that Ukrainian belief
that the family is truly made up of the
“zhyvi, mertvi, i nenarodzheni” (the living,
the dead, and those not yet born), as
Shevchenko wrote in his “Poslaniye”
(Epistle). We still hold to this belief in our
Christmas and other traditions throughout
the year.

ARE YOU
A WEEKLY BOOSTER?

Become one by enrolling a new subscriber during
The Ukrainian Weekly’s special subscription drive
in October-November. (Please mark any new
subscriptions sent in with the notation
“Weekly Booster.”)

All readers who enroll new subscribers during the
campaign will have their names published on a special thank-you list of Weekly Boosters.
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Celebrate w ith us

Soyuzivka’s 50th anniversary
on Saturday, November 23, 2002 at Soyuzivka
All proceeds to benefit Soyuzivka
$100 per person includes:
o Cocktails 6:00 p.m.
o Banquet and entertainment 7:00 p.m.
o Dancing 10:00 p.m. “TEMPO” orchestra
o Midnight snack
$25 per person for students
o Buffet dinner and dancing 8:00 p.m.

$25 dance only 10:00 p.m.
Overnight (double occupancy) $60.00
Overnight (for students) in Sich hostel $25.00
Reservations requested by Nov. 19, 2002
Tel.: (845) 626-5641 Fax: (845) 626-4638
Evening attire requested
TICKETS FOR THE BANQUET WILL NOT BE SOLD AT THE DOOR
PLEASE RESERVE AND PREPAY by check or money order YOUR BANQUET
TICKETS A T $100.00 PER PERSON BY NOVEMBER 19, 2002.
Checks made payable to UKRAINIAN NATIONAL FOUNDATION, forward to:
UNA, Attn. OT, 2200 Route 10, P.O. Box 280, Parsippany, NJ 07054
Donations are tax deductible
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Consul general of Ukraine
in Sydney returns to Kyiv

No. 45
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SYDNEY – The Consul General of
Ukraine in Sydney, Vasyl Korzachenko
informed the Australian Federation of
Ukrainian Organizations (AFUO) on
November 4, that he has been recalled to
Kyiv to take up a new post and will leave
Australia on Monday, November 11.
The AFUO extended its thanks to Mr.
Korzachenko for his commitment. Since
his arrival in Australia he sought a close
working relationship with the AFUO and
the Ukrainian community in Australia.
During his term in Australia, Mr.
Korzachenko and the AFUO undertook a
number of joint tasks. The campaign for
stronger Australian diplomatic representation in Kyiv was undertaken; issues of
trade, immigration, awareness about
Ukraine, activity to raise the image of
Ukraine and meetings with a range of

delegations are but some of the activities
undertaken together.
“On behalf of the Ukrainian community in Australia, we extend our thanks to
Mr. Korzachenko and wish him well in
the future. He has been a true friend of
the community,” said Stefan Romaniw,
Chairman of the AFUO.
“We tackled a range of challenging
tasks together, holding Ukraine in our
focus. Whilst we may not have agreed on
all matters, the diplomatic and community sectors worked extremely well together. Mr. Korzachenko can be proud of his
achievements,” Mr. Romaniw underscored.
The AFUO, in conjunction with the
Council of Ukrainians in NSW held a
farewell function for the departing consul
general on November 9 in Sydney.

Illinois State Sen. Dudycz named
2002 “Friend of the Institute”
by Vira Bodnaruk

CHICAGO – At its ninth “Friend of
the Institute” award banquet on
September 21, the Ukrainian Institute of
Modern Art (UIMA) presented the 2002
award to Illinois State Sen. Walter
Dudycz. Sen. Dudycz has shown great
interest in supporting cultural and educational institutions by being instrumental
in UIMA receiving a grant of $50,000 for
much-needed repairs (new facade, airconditioning, new floor).
Sen. Dudycz has represented the 7th
District in the Illinois Senate since 1985
and was named assistant majority leader
in 1993. He was always attentive to the
needs of his constituents and those of the
Ukrainian village where his parents and
other family members reside.
He was born in Chicago, graduated
from Holy Trinity High School and the
Chicago Police Academy. He received a
B.A. from Northeastern Illinois
University and served in the U.S. Army
from 1968 to 1971, including a 12-month
tour of duty in Vietnam. He retired from
the Chicago Police Department in March
2000, after serving since 1971 and hold-

ing the rank of detective since 1978.
From 1987 to 1990 he served as director
of Cook County Sheriff ’s Work
Alternative Program.
In November 2000, Mr. Dudycz was
hired by the City of Chicago Department
of Aviation to assist in the operation of
the security and safety programs at
O’Hare International Airport.
In May 1992 State Sen. Dudycz was
invited to the White House to witness the
signing of a series of treaties between the
United States and Ukraine. He observed
the 1990 and 1994 parliamentary elections in Ukraine and co-chaired the
International Conference on Law
Enforcement in Kyiv in August 1994. He
accompanied members of the Illinois
National Guard on historic military training exercises in Poland in 1997 and
Ukraine in 2000 and 2001, as part of the
State Partnership for Peace/ Peace Shield
program.
After receiving the “Friend of the
Institute” award, Sen. Dudycz thanked
the president of UIMA, Oleh Kowerko,
for this great honor and donated $500 to
the Ukrainian Institute of Modern Art.
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Celebrate Ukraine’s historic achievement:
the rebirth of its independence

“Ukraine Lives!”

the new 288-page book
published by The Ukrainian Weekly
transports you back to the time of perebudova
and the independence regained in 1991,
and gives you an overview of the first decade
of life in newly independent Ukraine.

Price of $15 includes shipping and handling.

To order now call 973-292-9800, ext. 3042,
or send mail orders to:
The Ukrainian Weekly, Subscription Department,
2200 Route 10, P. O. Box 280, Parsippany, NJ 07054.

Ukrainian National Association Estate
Foordmore Road, Kerhonkson, New York 12446
Tel.: (845) 626-5641 • Fax: (845) 626-4638
www.soyuzivka.com • e-mail: sqss@aol.com

Soyuzivka Presents
An Enchanting New Years’ Eve Celebration
December 31, 2002

Tuesday, New Years Eve
Cocktails 6pm – 7:30 pm in the Main House Lobby
Followed by a formal sit down dinner
Entrée choice: Prime Rib Au Jus or Broiled Filet of Salmon
Must be pre-ordered at time of reservation
Champagne served all evening; cash bar after cocktails
Dance to the music of Tempo

Dinner only $ 75.00 per person, pre-paid & pre-ordered
Children 5-13 $ 37.50; Children 4 and under - no charge

Lialia Kuchma

Illinois State Sen. Walter Dudycz (right) with Oleh Kowerko, president of the
Ukrainian Institute of Modern art (center), and Prof. Vira Bodnaruk at the
Friend of the Institute award dinner.

Visit the websites of the UNA
and its publications:

www.unamember.com, www.ukrweekly.com,www.svoboda-news.com

Overnight stay enjoying the New Years Eve celebration,
coffee & danish in the a.m. and a leisurely brunch on
New Year’s Day, including taxes and gratuities
Standard room $280- / Deluxe room $300- double occupancy
Standard room $225- / Deluxe room $245- single occupancy
Children 5 – 13 $47.50; Children 4 & under – no charge
If you would like to arrive earlier to relax and enjoy the fire place of
the Main House lobby, and the winter snow, or to just run away
from the BIG CITY, enjoy the bed and breakfast rate of
Standard room $ 80.00 / Deluxe Room $ 90.00
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A. Andrew Chulyk’s “scultped” boxes featured at crafts fair
KITTERY, Maine – “When people ask
me where I get the inspiration for my
boxes, I usually answer with a story
about my Ukrainian heritage and how my
early ancestors lived near an old 12th
century trade route,” said A. Andrew
Chulyk. “Perhaps the images of exotic
objects brought by caravans passing
through their village along with the stories of faraway and mysterious places
somehow got locked into their genetic
memory and now bubbles up, generations later, into my creative thinking
process. Who knows ...”
Mr. Chulyk’s boxes, although functional, have a sculptural quality that
allows them to be admired just for their
form and integration of color. The larger
boxes are constructed in layers or stacking sections and may have up to five separate storage areas.
“I feel that my boxes are more sculpted than assembled. Once the initial form
is machined everything is laboriously
hand-sanded to maintain detail of form
and fit. This hand sanding continues right
up to the final coat of paint. The result is
a smooth and flawless finish that allows
the form and color to become one. Many
times I’m asked what material the box is

made from and at a distance is often mistaken for metal. Their smoothness invites
touch. Their color evokes serenity.”
In 1994, Mr. Chulyk started Studio
Maxima and began creating fanciful
boxes, marketing them to craft galleries
in Boston and New York. In 1997 he was
accepted into the American Craft Council
Mentor Program and was awarded booth
space at their Columbus, Ohio show. He
has since continued to exhibit at the ACC
Baltimore Winter and Summer shows.
In 1998 he was invited to exhibit work
in a national invitational box show at the
Del Mano Gallery in Los Angeles and
was featured in the December 1998 issue
of American Style magazine in an article
titled, “Treasured Boxes.” The Del Mano
Gallery selected his boxes again for 1999
and 2000 invitational box exhibitions.
His work is featured on Guild.com, has
been shown in Metropolitan Home magazine, a variety of Guild catalogues and
was invited to be in the July 2002 artistic
accents section of Home Decor Buyer. In
August of 2002 his boxes were selected
by the Museum of Fine Arts in Boston
for its museum store.
Mr. Chulyk, born in 1948 in Salem,
Mass., is a self-taught artist/designer and

sculptor. As a designer he has received
numerous awards for his innovative
product and packaging concepts, and his
work has appeared in both print and communication arts magazines.
He maintains a studio in Kittery,
Maine, and lives in Portsmouth, N.H.,
with his wife, Sue, and their cat, Lacy.

Astarte, three levels, 10 x 7.5 x 7.5 inches.

Mithra, five levels, 14 x 7.5 x 7.5 inches.

Ming, three levels, 8 x 8 x 8 inches.

NEWSBRIEFS

(Continued from page 2)
President Leonid Kuchma is seemingly
heard to approve the Kolchuha deal with
Iraq. After official tests confirmed it was
Mr. Kuchma’s voice on the recording, the
Bush administration reduced U.S. assistance to Ukraine by $54 million. The official said the recent visit of a team of U.S.
and British experts to Ukraine to investigate the Kolchuha allegations proved
inconclusive. The source added, however,
that the U.S. administration has deemed
that the taped phone conversation is proof
enough. The official said the U.S. administration has tentatively decided to reduce
assistance to Ukraine further. (RFE/RL
Newsline)
Will Lukashenka, Kuchma be problems?

PRAGUE – Belarusian President
Alyaksandr Lukashenka has applied for a
Czech visa to come to the NATO summit
in Prague as the head of the Belarusian delegation, CTK reported on November 3,
quoting the Czech weekly Tyden. Tyden
noted that Belarus is a full-fledged member of the Euro-Atlantic Partnership
Council. According to the weekly, if the
council fails to find a method of preventing
Mr. Lukashenka from coming to the sum-

mit, the refusal to issue a visa would
become the only possibility. Meanwhile,
Ukrainian President Leonid Kuchma told
journalists in Symferopol on November 1
that he will go to Prague during the summit despite NATO’s decision to conduct a
meeting of the NATO-Ukraine Council
during the summit at the foreign ministers’
level, presumably to exclude Mr. Kuchma,
UNIAN reported. (RFE/RL Newsline)
D.C. still wants ties with Ukraine

WASHINGTON – A U.S. State
Department official requesting anonymity
told Reuters on November 1 that the United
States wants to maintain a relationship with
Ukraine despite the suspicion that Kyiv
might have sold a Kolchuha radar system
to Iraq in violation of U.N. sanctions.
“We’ve already downgraded relations. We
don’t want to put Ukraine in the Belarus
category. We do want to have a relationship,” the official is quoted as saying.
Meanwhile, President Kuchma suggested
on November 1 that he does not expect the
team of U.S. and British experts that
worked last month in Ukraine to return a
clear-cut verdict on whether Ukraine sold
the Kolchuha system to Iraq.
“Approximately, they’ll say that Ukraine
has not proved sufficiently [that it did not
sell the radar],” UNIAN quoted Mr.
Kuchma as saying. (RFE/RL Newsline)

“Memories” are source of inspiration

Following is the artist’s statement on
his sources of inspiration.

I get the inspiration for my box
designs partly from my Ukrainian heritage. But more than that, since a child I
was always interested in the Far East,
its mysteries and its culture. Or maybe
it was all the National Geographic magazines we received in the mail that
stimulated me at an early age, awakening images buried deep in my subconscious, genetic memories collected by
my early Ukrainian family.
Regardless, these “memories” bubble up into my creative process today,
influencing my work and its style.

Yushchenko: Kuchma’s isolation ‘obvious’

KYIV – Our Ukraine leader Viktor
Yushchenko told journalists on November
1 that NATO’s decision not to invite
President Leonid Kuchma to its summit in
Prague is a “dramatic page in Ukraine’s
modern history [and] an obvious sign of
international isolation,” UNIAN reported.
Mr. Yushchenko said Ukraine’s current
international situation is another argument
for a political dialogue between Ukrainian
authorities and rival social and political
forces. He also said Our Ukraine continues
to conduct talks with the Labor Ukraine
and Ukraine’s Regions parliamentary caucuses on the creation of a democratic parliamentary majority. He admitted, however, that it has recently become “more and
more difficult” for these forces to talk with
one another. (RFE/RL Newsline)
Russians polled on union partners ...

MOSCOW – When asked what CIS
countries Russia should seek to unite with,
Russian respondents mentioned Belarus (35
percent), Ukraine (28 percent), Kazakstan
(11 percent) and Moldova (9 percent). On
the other hand, 18 percent of those polled
believe Russia should not unite with any of
the CIS member-states. The Public Opinion
foundation made this information public
after conducting a nationwide poll of 1,500

Many people who see my boxes for
the first time comment that they seem
like little temples from far away lands.
Their style I call “Asian-Deco,” a blend
of the old and the not too new, one that
recalls the early 20th century discovery
of what were still mysterious and distant lands.
The soft curves and crisp edges of
my boxes invite touch. The colors
evoke serenity and contemplation.
Although they are multiple section
boxes, they function more as meditative
sculptures, offering a little peace in a
troubled world or even a brief journey
through one’s own genetic memories.

Mr. Chulyk’s most recent exhibit was
at the Morristown CraftMarket held
October 25-27 at the National Guard
Armory in Morristown, N.J.
Mr. Chulyk’s works range in price from
$130 to $400. For further information email studiomaxima@mindspring.com or
call (978) 372-8484.

Shuntaro, two levels, 6 x 5.5 x 5.5 inches.
respondents on October 12. The survey
showed that almost half of the respondents
(47 percent) believe Russia should primarily
strengthen and develop cooperation with
Belarus, 37 percent with Ukraine, 15 percent with Kazakstan and 12 percent with
Moldova. Only 1 percent of Russians suggest maintaining “friendship” with
Turkmenistan. At the same time, 16 percent
of the respondents said Russia should develop cooperation with all CIS states. (Interfax)
... and on opinions of CIS leaders

MOSCOW – Among the CIS leaders,
Belarusian President Alexander Lukashenka
evokes positive emotions in 32 percent of
the respondents, while 12 percent view him
negatively. Those are among the results of a
nationwide poll conducted by the Public
Opinion foundation on October 12. The second most liked CIS leader in Russia is
Kazak President Nursultan Nazarbayev (20
percent positive rating, 4 percent, negative),
and the third Moldovan President Vladimir
Voronin (7 percent and 2 percent). Georgian
President Eduard Shevardnadze has proven
to be the most disliked CIS leader among
Russians – 44 percent of the respondents
have a negative attitude towards him and
only 2 percent positive. Russians also do not
like Ukrainian President Leonid Kuchma
very much (24 percent negative). (Interfax)

Taras Kuzio speaks at Shevchenko Society about Ukraine’s “two choices”
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by Dr. Orest Popovych

NEW YORK – Dr. Taras Kuzio, the
Radio Free Europe/Radio Liberty political analyst familiar to readers of The
Ukrainian Weekly, spoke at the
Shevchenko Scientific Society (known
by its Ukrainian acronym, NTSh) in New
York on October 12, offering a lecture
with the provocative title “Little Russia
or Ukraine? Ukraine Determines Its
Future Between Two Choices at the End
of the Kuchma Era.”
The speaker was introduced by Dr.
Anna Procyk, a vice-president of the
NTSh, who organizes and chairs the
talks, conferences and presentations held
at the society’s headquarters throughout
the academic year.
Dr. Procyk read a list of Dr. Kuzio’s
most impressive professional credentials. Presently he is a resident fellow
and adjunct professor at the Center for
Russian and East European Studies,
University Toronto. A prolific contributor to the media, Dr. Kuzio in the last
seven years has also authored or coauthored five books and edited four more
on the topic of contemporary Ukraine.
According to Dr. Kuzio, today’s political crisis in Ukraine has its roots in the
peaceful national-democratic revolution
that enveloped Ukraine upon the collapse
of the Soviet Union but has never been
completed. In the center of the problem
lies the Ukrainian national question. The
low level of national awareness among
the population of eastern Ukraine had the
political consequence of bringing to
power “sovereign Communists,” who
created a regime that is a hybrid between
Western and Soviet forms of government,
and is devoid of the Ukrainian national
idea.
Dr. Kuzio reminded his audience that
Soviet Ukraine had a Communist Party
membership of 3.5 million, of whom

only 5 percent remain declared
Communists. Most of the former
Communist careerists have now become
oligarchs or “centrists,” who are the
mainstay of the regime of President
Leonid Kuchma. Representing big business and mass media, the centrist parties
have no ideology and are devoid of any
Ukrainian national sentiment, being
indifferent to the Ukrainian language and
history.
That is not surprising as these former
Communists are heirs to the
Shcherbytsky era (of the 1970s), which
produced some of the fiercest
Russification of Ukraine. Motivated solely by power and money, the centrist-oligarchs are characterized by immorality
and irresponsibility – traits they inherited
from the Soviet system, said Dr. Kuzio.
Coming from an authoritarian background, they are averse to compromise,
and ill at ease with Western values and a
market economy; they feel more at home
in the Eurasian space and mindset.
According to Dr. Kuzio, it is these centrists, rather than the present-day
Communists (whose influence has been
diminishing), who present the greatest
danger to Ukraine’s independence.
The strategy of transforming Ukraine
into an authoritarian state reached its
apogee in 1999, when President Kuchma
proposed to make Ukraine a presidential
republic, thus raising the specter of the
type of regime that exists in the Central
Asian republics, where presidents are
self-appointed for life, Dr. Kuzio related.
That idea fell through, however, when
Mr. Kuchma’s authority was shaken in
the fall of 2000 by the “Kuchmagate”
scandals. Compounded recently by allegations of the sale of sophisticated
Ukrainian radar systems to Iraq, these
scandals have isolated Ukraine from the
West and pushed it closer to Russia. They
have also brought about psychological
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Dr. Kuzio speaks at the Shevchenko Scientific Society. Seated in the foreground
is Dr. Larissa Onyshkevych, the society’s president.

change among Ukraine’s people – indeed
a radicalization within the opposition to
the regime, whereby the president is no
longer immune to criticism just because
he is the head of state.
In the next few years 12 Eastern
European countries will become members of the European Union, while seven
of them will join NATO. The three Baltic
states are on both membership lists, but
Ukraine is not on either. In Dr. Kuzio’s
opinion, Ukraine will never be able to
join Euro-Atlantic structures if it retains
its present regime or one just like it.
Fortunately, Ukraine does have an
alternative: the national-democratic
opposition. For example, a Viktor
Yushchenko presidency would ease the
path towards integration with the West,
said Dr. Kuzio.
Today we are facing an impending
(Continued on page 17)

U.S.-Ukraine Foundation’s Business Roundtable Series held at Embassy of Ukraine
by Irene Mokra

WASHINGTON – The U.S.-Ukraine
Foundation recently sponsored two
Business Roundtable Series events focusing on Ukraine’s economic development
at the Embassy of Ukraine in
Washington.
Michael Bleyzer, president and CEO
of SigmaBleyzer and president of the
Bleyzer Foundation, and Dr. Edilberto L.
Segura, SigmaBleyzer’s chief economist
and chairman of The Bleyzer Foundation
Advisory Board, presented findings from
their just-published work, “The Bleyzer
Initiative: Completing the Economic
Transition in FSU Countries.”
“The Bleyzer Initiative” is an actionoriented plan, a methodology and a set of
tools that accelerate the completion of the
transition from centrally planned
economies to market economies by the
countries of the former Soviet Union.
SigmaBleyzer, through its family of
Ukrainian Growth Funds, is one of the
largest Western investors in Ukraine and
is the driving force behind a comprehensive package of reforms developed and
accepted by the Ukrainian government.
The concept and package of reforms
developed in Ukraine are now being proposed to other countries in the former
Soviet Union and other developing countries in the world.
The presentation took place on October
11, and attracted more than 70 representatives from the government, private industry and the non-profit sector. The event
was opened by Kostyantyn Gryshchenko,
Ukraine’s ambassador to the United

States, and moderated by Andrew Bihun,
international trade specialist at the U.S.
Department of Commerce, and Nadia K.
McConnell, president of the U.S.-Ukraine
Foundation.
Dmytro Lendel, head of the Software
Department of Elikom Ltd. in Uzhhorod,
Ukraine and Lyubomyr Oliynyk, senior
project manager of Lionsoft in Lviv,
Ukraine, were the featured presenters in
the U.S.-Ukraine Foundation’s Business
Breakfast event, Information Technology
in Ukraine, held on October 17.
Discussion centered on a new vision
of the development of the information
technology (IT) sector in Ukraine, current trends in information technology
industries and software development in
particular, and comparative advantages of
the Ukrainian IT industry.
Messrs. Lendel and Oliynyk viewed
the advantages in the Ukrainian IT and
software development sector: low labor
costs, availability of highly qualified programming specialists, technical excellence, focus on research and development
experience with complicated projects,
strategic location, ability to work under
rapidly changing business and technology climate, Western culture and availability of local professional associations.
The presenters clearly recognized the
disadvantage that Ukrainian IT professionals face in terms of inexperienced
project management. The Ukrainian IT
industry’s lack of experienced managers,
especially project managers and sales
managers, is an obstacle to growth in the
world market.
The event attracted more than 30 rep-
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resentatives from the U.S. and foreign
governments, the business community
and non-profit industry. Volodymyr
Yatsenkivsky, minister-counselor, and
Yaroslav Voitko, chief of the Trade and
Economic Mission of the Embassy of
Ukraine, made opening remarks. The discussion was moderated by Ihor Gawdiak,
member
of
the
U.S.-Ukraine
Foundation’s advisory board.
With offices in Washington and in
Ukraine, the foundation is a non-profit,
non-governmental organization established in 1991 to facilitate democratic
development, encourage free market
reform and enhance human rights in
Ukraine.
The Business Roundtable Series is part
of the U.S.-Ukraine Foundation’s
Economic Development Program and
Business Links publication, which facilitates economic development between
Ukraine and the United States by focusing attention on companies interested in
business ventures, providing general
business and economic data, and creating
an open exchange of information
between business entities.
For more information about the U.S.Ukraine Foundation’s Economic
Development Program or to receive a
complimentary copy of “The Bleyzer
Initiative: Completing the Economic
Transition in FSU Countries,” contact the
U.S.-Ukraine Foundation, 733 15th Street
NW, Suite 1026, Washington, DC 20005;
telephone: (202) 347-4264, fax: (202)
347-4267; e-mail: mokra@usukraine.org”;
homepage: www.usukraine.org.”

Foundation seeks to increase
funding for Ukrainian studies
TORONTO – “Ukrainian studies
need support – both for our sakes now
and for the next generation,” stated
Olya Kuplowska, president of the
Canadian Foundation for Ukrainian
Studies announcing the Foundation’s
campaign to increase its funding of
Ukrainian studies in Canada and elsewhere.
“In the course of the last 27 years
the Canadian Foundation for
Ukrainian Studies has placed more
than $3 million in the service of
Ukrainian studies. This includes funding the publication of the English-language Encyclopedia of Ukraine, other
scholarly works, as well as scholarships and other assistance given annually to students and scholars. The
foundation wants to provide more
because more is needed, For this reason we are undertaking an extensive
fund-raising campaign to enable us to
increase support for Ukrainian studies.
This will benefit the Ukrainian community wherever it might be, in
Canada, and worldwide, both now
and for the next and succeeding generations.
There are three broad areas in
which more help, she explained is
needed. These are:
• Assistance to Ukrainian studies at
the undergraduate level through scholarships, bursaries and other incentives
for students. Also to provide funding
to ensure that Ukrainian courses,
threatened by the present financial crisis, survive; and, where feasible, to
give seed funding so that new courses
might be initiated.
• Funding for scholarly research in
various fields of Ukrainian studies in
Canada and Ukraine.
• Financial support for the dissemination of the results of this scholarly
work through publication of resource
works, books and other material
through print, the electronic media
and other means, such as scholarly
meetings and exchanges.
The campaign itself was launched
on October 26 during the annual
meeting of the board of directors of
the Canadian Foundation for
Ukrainian Studies, which was attended by directors from across Canada.
The campaign will consist of special
mailings, announcements in the press,
TV spots, telephone solicitation and
personal contact.

No. 45

THE UKRAINIAN WEEKLY

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 10, 2002

13

BOOK NOTES

Volume 8 of Hrushevsky‘s “History of Ukraine-Rus’ ”published in English translation
“History of Ukraine-Rus’,” by Michael Hrushevsky, Volume 8, “The Cossack Age,
1626-1650.” Edmonton: Canadian Institute of Ukrainian Studies, 2002. 808pp., $90.

EDMONTON – Volume 8 of
Mykhailo Hrushevsky’s “History of
Ukraine-Rus’ ” has just been published.
Titled “The Cossack Age, 1626-1650,”
the handsomely bound book (lxxv, 808
pp.) is the third volume of the English
translation of Hrushevsky’s monumental
“Istoriia Ukrainy-Rusy” to appear in
print.
The English-language edition of the
classic 10-volume work is produced by
the Hrushevsky Translation Project of
the Peter Jacyk Center for Ukrainian
Historical Research and published by
CIUS Press. The center and the Press
are units of the Canadian Institute of
Ukrainian Studies (CIUS), University of
Alberta, which also has offices at the
University of Toronto.
In “The Cossack Age, 1626-1650,”
Hrushevsky gives a complete account of
the Ukrainian Kozaks from their defeat
at Lake Kurukove to their reemergence
under Hetman Bohdan Khmelnytsky as
the “elemental force” in Ukrainian history. Here he deals with the attempts of
the Polish-Lithuanian Commmonwealth
to reach an accommodation with the
Cossacks and the Orthodox Church and
includes an analysis of the era of
Metropolitan Petro Mohyla. He goes on
to examine the causes and outbreak of

the Khmelnytsky Uprising, the personality of Hetman Khmelnytsky, and the
uprising’s early phase and climactic
years of 1648-1649, when it represented
the interests of the Kozak and peasant
masses. He concludes the volume with a
discussion of the failure of the Zboriv
Agreement and the Kozaks’ decision to
break
completely
with
the
Commonwealth.
Based on an exhaustive examination
of the sources and scholarly literature,
Hrushevsky’s volume stands as the most
comprehensive account of this dramatic
period in Ukrainian history. The master
historian provides a wealth of scholarly
and bibliographical information, which
the editors have supplemented with bibliographic updates. The English edition
includes a new compilation of all
sources and publications used by
Hrushevsky, a comprehensive index,
and four maps, including a fold-out map
indicating the territory and course of the
Khmelnytsky uprising.
Ukraine’s central role in the international politics of the time makes the volume important to specialists and students of East European, Central
European, Ottoman, Russian and Jewish
history, as well as to those studying revolution and state-building in early mod-

ern Europe.
The preparation of “The Cossack
Age, 1626-1650” was funded by a generous donation from Hanna MorozMazurenko of Toronto in memory of her
husband, Danylo Mazurenko. A translation grant was provided by the National
Endowment for the Humanities in
Washington.
The volume was translated by Marta
Daria Olynyk, a Montreal-based editor

and translator. Frank E. Sysyn, director
of the Jacyk Center and editor-in-chief
of the Hrushevsky Translation Project,
served as the volume’s consulting editor
and wrote the extensive introduction
assessing the volume’s place in
Ukrainian historiography. Myroslav
Yurkevich edited the volume. Other editors included Serhii Plokhy, Uliana M.
Pasicznyk, Marta Horban-Carynnyk,
Marko Stech, Andrij Hornjatkevyc,
Dushan Bednarsky, Tania PlawuszczakStech, Olena Plokhy and Lada Bassa.
Andrii Grechylo and Iaroslav Fedoruk
worked on the bibliography and
updates. Scholarly consultants included
Ihor Sevenko, Maria Subtelny, Victor
Ostapchuk, Jeffrey Wills, David Frick,
Paulina Lewin and Nicolae Pavliuc.
The volume may be ordered from
CIUS Press, 450 Athabasca Hall,
University of Alberta, Edmonton,
Alberta, Canada T6G 2E8; fax, (780)
492-4967; e-mail, cius@ualberta.ca.
Until the end of May 2003, the volume
is available for the special price of $90,
shipping included (in Canada GST is
included; outside Canada the price is in
U.S. dollars). Subscription to the 10
volumes (in 11 books) of the entire
“History of Ukraine-Rus’ ”is also being
made available at the special price of
$1,000. After May 2003, the price of
volume 8 will be $119.95, and the subscription price will revert to $1,200.

Study in iconography provides glimpse
of Kozaks’ relations with God and the tsar

HURI release on independent Belarus
focuses on implications for the West

CAMBRIDGE, Mass. – The release of
the second book published earlier this
year by the Harvard Ukrainian Research
Institute, “Tsars and Cossacks: A Study
in Iconography,” was made possible by
the Dr. Omeljan and Iryna Wolynec
Publication Fund. The book’s author,
Serhii Plokhy, the 2002 Petro Jacyk
Distinguished Fellow at HURI, explores
the ways in which Ukrainian Kozaks
used icon painting to navigate not only
their relationship vis-à-vis God, but also
vis-à-vis the Russian tsar.
Richly illustrated and well documented, this groundbreaking study provides
readers with insights into the political,
social and religious culture of Ukrainian
Kozakdom, as reflected in paintings,
icons and woodcuts produced in Kyiv
and on the territories of the Hetmanate,
the Zaporozhian Sich and western
Ukraine in the late 17th and 18th centuries.
By encouraging the iconography to
“speak,” “Tsars and Cossacks” helps
broaden and deepen readers’ understanding of Ukrainian iconography, as well as
the nature of relations between tsars and
Kozaks in the Russian Empire.
“Tsars and Cossacks: A Study in

CAMBRIDGE, Mass. – The first half of
the year 2002 saw the publication by the
Harvard Ukrainian Research Institute of
“Independent Belarus: Domestic
Determinants, Regional Dynamics, and
Implications for the West,” edited by
Margarita M. Balmaceda, James I. Clem,
and Lisbeth L. Tarlow, and published with
the support of the Smith Richardson
Foundation, the volume represents the edited proceedings of a conference co-sponsored by HURI and the Davis Center for
Russian Studies that sought to address the
broad implications of Belarus’ current political situation within the world community.
The volume includes 18 contributions
from an international group of scholars,
policymakers, and representatives of international organizations who gathered at
Harvard University in April 1999 to discuss
developments in Belarus, covering a broad
spectrum of issues: domestic politics, economics, national and regional security, and
relations with Russia and the West.
The volume provides a solid basis for
understanding Belarus in the 1990s, its
present status, and its prospects for the
future.
“Independent Belarus: Domestic
Determinants, Regional Dynamics, and

“Tsars and Cossacks: A Study in Iconography,” by Serhii Plokhy. Cambridge, Mass.:
Ukrainian Research Institute, Harvard University Press, 2002. 101 pp., illus., ISBN 0916458-95-4. $18.95 (paperback).

Iconography” is available from Harvard
University Press, Customer Service
Department, 79 Garden Street,
Cambridge, MA 02138; e-mail, customer.care@triliteral.org; toll-free fax, 1800-406-9145; toll-free telephone, 1800-405-1619.

“Independent Belarus: Domestic Determinants, Regional Dynamics, and
Implications for the West,” edited by Margarita M. Balmaceda, James I. Clem, and
Lisbeth L. Tarlow. Distributed by Harvard University Press for the Ukrainian Research
Institute and Davis Center for Russian Studies, 483 pp. ISBN 0-916458-94-6.

Notice to publishers and authors

Implications for the West” is available from
Harvard University Press, Customer
Service Department, 79 Garden Street,
Cambridge, MA 02138; e-mail,
customer.care@triliteral.org; toll-free fax,
1-800-406-9145; toll-free telephone, 1-800405-1619.

It is The Ukrainian Weekly’s policy to run news items and/or reviews of newly published books, booklets and reprints, as well as records and premiere issues of periodicals only after
receipt by the editorial offices of a copy of the material in question. News items sent without a copy of the new release will not be published.
Send new releases and information (where publication may be purchased, cost, etc.) to: Editorial Staff, The Ukrainian Weekly, 2200 Route 10, P.O. Box 280, Parsippany, NJ 07054.
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F O C U S O N P H I L AT E LY
by Ingert Kuzych

The founding family of Kyivan Rus’
CONCLUSION TO PART II
St. Olha seeks to proselytize

Olha’s conversion was not one of convenience to obtain better trade concessions; she took her baptism seriously and
began to consider ways to convert the
entire Kyivan-Rus’ realm. The Latin
chronicle known as the Continuation of
the Chronicle of the Abbot Regino of
Prum, written by Adalbert of St.
Maximin, has the following to say for the
year 959: “envoys” from Helen [i.e.,
Olha], queen of the Rus’, who was baptized in Constantinople ... came to the
king [German King Otto I] and ... asked
for a bishop and priests to be ordained for
that people.”24
Otto was not slow to respond and in
Frankfurt, where the king spent Christmas
of that same year (959), a monk by the
name of Libutius was consecrated “bishop
for the Rus’ people.” Before he had a
chance to set out on his mission, Libutius
died in March of 961. Adalbert was
appointed to succeed him and was also
made “bishop for the Rus’ people.”25 He
set out for Kyiv probably during the latter
part of 961.
Adalbert’s description about his mission is frustratingly brief and vague. He
writes (in the third person singular):
“Unable to accomplish successfully any
of the purposes for which he had been
sent, and seeing that he was exerting himself in vain, he returned home. While
some of his companions were killed during the homeward journey, he himself

24“Reginonis abbatis Prumiensis
Chronicon cum Continuatione Treverensi,” F.
Kurze, editor, (Hanover, 1890), “Monumenta
germaniae Historica in usum Scholrum,” pp.
170-172.
25“Monumenta Germaniae Historica,” p.
170.
26“Monumenta Germaniae Historica, p.
172. Apparently, Adalbert met with strong
resistance from the pagan faction in Kyiv. It
was about this time that Sviatoslav, a pagan,
took over the reigns of power in Rus’.
27PVL, pp. 83-84.
28PVL, p. 83.
29PVL, p. 85.
30PVL, p. 86.
31“Eulogy of Volodymyr, Prince of Rus’,”
text in Golubinsky, “Istoria Russkoi Tserkvi,”
Vol. 1, second edition Moscow, 1901.
32PVL, p. 86.
33PVL, pp. 86-87.
34PVL, p. 124.
35“Eulogy of Volodymyr,” see fn 31.
36Encyclopedia of Ukraine, Vol. 3, s.v.
“Olha,” by A. Zhdan and A. Zhukovsky.
37Isadore Nahayevsky, “Rivnoapostolna
Sviata Olha-Olena Kniahynia i Volodarka RusyUkrainy” (Philadelphia) Ukrainian National
Women’s League of America, 1955.

escaped with great difficulty” 26 and
returned to Germany in 962.
Despite the unsuccessful overture to
the west for an ecclesiastical hierarchy,
Olha did make efforts to spread
Christianity among her subjects (Figure
4). The PVL relates that: “Olha dwelt with
her son Sviatoslav, and she urged him to
be baptized ... Olha remarked oftentimes,
‘My son, I have learned to know God and
I am glad for it. If you know him, you too
will rejoice.’ But he did not heed her
exhortation, answering, ‘How shall I
alone accept another faith? My followers
will laugh at that.’ But his mother replied,
‘If you are converted, all your subjects
will perforce follow your example.’
Sviatoslav did not heed his mother, but
followed heathen usages ... notwithstanding, Olha loved her son Sviatoslav, and
said, ‘So be the will of God. If God wishes to have pity upon my kin and upon the
land of Rus’, let him lead my son’s heart
to return to God, even as God has granted
me to do.’ Thus saying, she prayed night
and day for her son and for the people,
while she brought him up to manhood and
adult age.”27
Although Olha could not convince her
son to convert, Sviatoslav tolerated the
Kyivan Christian community, which
flourished under his mother’s patronage.
“when any man wished to be baptized, he
was not hindered, but only mocked. For to
the infidels, the Christian faith is foolishness.”28
Final years

Sometime around the year 960 Olha
officially relinquished her regency as
Sviatoslav came of age and began to reign
on his own. She continued to rule for him,
however, during his many absences. A
renowned warrior, Sviatoslav spent the
next several years successfully campaigning to extend the borders of Rus’. In 968:
“While Sviatoslav was at Pereiaslavets,
the Pechenegs invaded Rus’ for the first
time. So Olha, shut herself up in the city
of Kyiv with her grandsons, Yaropolk,
Oleh and Volodymyr. The nomads
besieged the city with a great force.”29
After enduring terrible hardships, the
inhabitants of the city through trickery
were able to convince the leader of the
Pechenegs that a massive relief force was
on the way. The enemy withdrew: “But
the people of Kyiv sent to Sviatoslav,
saying, ‘Oh Prince, you visit and frequent
foreign lands. But while you neglect your
own country, the Pechenegs have all but
taken us captive, along with your mother
and your children as well. Unless you
return to protect us, they will attack us
again, if you have no pity on your native
land, on your mother in

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 10, 2002

her old age, and on your children.’ When
Sviatoslav heard these words, he quickly
bestrode his charger, and returned to Kyiv
with his retinue. His kissed his mother
and his children, and regretted what they
had suffered at the hands of the
Pechenegs. He therefore collected an
army, and drove the Pechenegs out into
the steppes. Thus there was peace.”30
The following year: “Sviatoslav
announced to his mother and his boyars,
‘I do not care to remain in Kyiv, but
should prefer to live in Pereiaslavets on
the Danube, since that is the center of my
realm, where all riches are concentrated;
gold, silks, wine and various fruits from
Greece, silver and horses from Hungary
and Bohemia, and from Rus’ furs, wax,
honey and slaves.’ But Olha made reply,
‘You behold me in my weakness. Why
do you desire to depart from me?’ For
she was already in precarious health. She
thus remonstrated with him and begged
him first to bury her and then go wheresoever he would. Three days later Olha
died [on July 11, 969 OS]. 31 Her son
wept for her with great mourning, as did
likewise her grandsons and all the people. They thus carried her out, and buried
her in her tomb. Olha had given command not to hold a [pagan] funeral feast
for her, for she had a priest who performed the last rites over the sainted
princess.”32
The PVL concludes the entry on Olha
by extolling her as “the precursor of the
Christian land, even as the day-spring precedes the sun and as the dawn precedes
the day. For she shone like the moon by
night, and she was radiant among the infidels like a pearl in the mire, since the people were soiled and not yet purified of
their sin by holy baptism ... She was the
first from Rus’ to enter the kingdom of
God, and the sons of Rus’ thus praise her
as their leader, for since her death she has
interceded with God on their behalf”
(Figure 5).33
Early in the 11th century Olha’s grandson Volodymyr, who officially established
Christianity in 988 as the state religion of
Rus’, had her remains reburied in the
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Church of the Tithes in Kyiv (Figure 6).34
The monk Yakov (Mnikh) writes that: “At
the top of the grave a window was cut out
and through it one can see the body of the
Blessed Olha, which lies incorrupted; and
for whomever comes there with faith this
window is opened and the incorrupted
body, lying intact, can be seen and one
wonders at this miracle of the body being
unaffected after so many years ... That is
how God honors His servant, Olha,
princess of Rus’, named Helen at the time
of her baptism.”35
During the middle of the 11th century,
Metropolitan Ilarion initiated the
Christian cult of Olha; the Church canonized her during the first half of the 13 century.36 In the Ukrainian Church, Olha is
considered “equal to the apostles.” Her
feast day falls on July 24 (July 11 OS).37

Figure 4. On August 15, 1997, Ukraine
established the Order of St. Olha to be
awarded to women for outstanding
services to the nation in the spheres of
education, the sciences, culture, or the
arts. On August 17, 1999, Ukraine
released a special miniature sheet of 10
stamps showing the order’s medal,
which depicts an image of St. Olha.

Figure 6. A sarcophagus from the cemetery of Kyiv’s Church of the Tithes that is
frequently identified as St. Olha’s.

Figure 5. St. Olha was a popular subject on stamp-like seals printed in the diaspora during the second half of the 20th century. Several examples are shown.

RENAISSANCE OF KYIV: Mayor Omelchenko is driving force

No. 45

by Marta Kolomayets
and Natalia A. Feduschak

KYIV – At age 64, Kyiv Mayor
Oleksander Omelchenko has hit his
stride.
Not only does he lead Ukraine’s most
vibrant city, but he is emerging as one of
the country’s most important political
figures. His fingerprints on Ukraine’s
economic, cultural and political development are everywhere.
He is the driving force behind Kyiv’s
renaissance and rapid economic growth.
Under his tutelage, many of this ancient
city’s religious monuments are being resurrected, while the splendor of centuries
past is being restored. Apartment buildings and office centers are going up at an
unprecedented pace. Kyiv’s skyline,
once dark and dreary, is awash in bright
lights, golden domes and ever-changing
colors.
Mr. Omelchenko has tirelessly traveled across Ukraine and other parts of
the world promoting the ideas of tradition, reform, and Ukrainian statehood.
Although not everyone may always share
his vision, he has nonetheless left a lasting impression on Kyiv and its residents.
“Ukraine is a strong nation, a nation
with a history of more than 1,500 years,”
said Mayor Omelchenko in a recent
interview at his surprisingly modest
office in the heart of the capital. “The
rebirth of Kyiv is the prestige of this
nation.”
Although Kyiv still faces many of the
problems left by its Soviet legacy - an
overactive bureaucracy that infuriates
residents and businessmen alike, an
aging sewage system, potholed roads and
overcrowded housing - most Kyivites
say that during his four years as mayor,
Mr. Omelchenko’s most important contribution has been putting the city’s
house in order.
“If there is construction going on in
the city, the city is alive,” said Mr.
Omelchenko, who has spent over 40
years as a building engineer. “The role of
a mayor is first and foremost a manager.
For me this is a profound profession.”
While Mr. Omelchenko said he is
honored to be the Ukrainian Institute of
America’s Man of the Year, he is not
willing to rest on laurels. More important
than awards for him is to make Kyiv a
thriving European capital with all the
requisite attributes and amenities.
“Kyiv’s development as a European
capital, in my view, is the realization of a
complex approach that supports a balance between urbanization and regeneration as well as improving the city’s infrastructure,” he said. “Especially, this
includes preserving the historical aspects
of Kyiv, its spiritual essence within a
contemporary metropolis.”
In life, as in his city, Mr. Omlechenko
looks for truth and tranquility. “I try to
Marta Kolomayets is a contractor for
the United States Agency for
International Development (USAID)
based in Kyiv. A former editorial staff
member (1982-1984, 1988-1996) and
Kyiv correspondent for The Ukrainian
Weekly, she has also written for the
Associated Press, Newsweek and The
Chicago Tribune. Kyiv has been her
home for the last 11 years.
Natalia A. Feduschak is a freelance
journalist who has written for The
Washington Times, The Denver Post, The
Wall Street Journal and other U.S.- and
Canada-based publications. She divides
her time between the United States and
Ukraine. She is also a former staffer of
The Ukrainian Weekly (1985-1987).
This article is the second in a series
about the “Renaissance of Kyiv.”
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approach life with harmony,” he said,
noting that it is important to have a balance that includes work and relaxation.
An avid sportsman who followed his
own sons throughout the then-Soviet
Union in boxing tournaments, Mr.
Omelchenko has been a champion of
various sports, including boxing, hockey,
soccer, handball and swimming. The city
of Kyiv supports various sports clubs
and teams, but it is the athletes themselves that Mr. Omelchenko advocates.
“By supporting them, we promote an
element of patriotism,” he said. “We are
proud as a nation to have such sons and
daughters as the boxing Klychko brothers and our swimmers Yana Klochkova
and Oleh Lysohir.”
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than 75 percent of the vote.
In spite of that popularity, some of his
construction projects that are coming to
define Kyiv have been subject to criticism. Most prominently, the new design
of Kyiv’s Independence Square has
raised eyebrows and received many a
negative comment from residents and the
city’s tourists.
Mr. Omelchenko said he welcomes
the feedback and admitted that some
“correctives” need to be made to the central plaza, but noted that Kyiv is still a
work in progress. The final judgement
will be made when his vision of the city
is complete. That is still several years
down the road. Still planned are myriad
new office complexes, hotels, new trans-
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and culture have a great influence on the
development of other processes as well,
in particular, the process of economic
development. At the same time, economic development is the material base for
the development of spirituality and culture.

Who influences you in the development of Kyiv?

Without a doubt, world trends in
architecture and construction influence
me. Kyiv has its own design and architecture school with many traditions and
famous names. I would like to point out
that Kyiv is the “Mother of All Rus’”
cities; it is more than 1,500 years old.
During these centuries, many architectur-

Valeriy Skyba

Kyiv Mayor Oleksander Omelchenko (second from right) with rights activist Mykhailo Horyn (center) and Vice Prime
Minister Volodymyr Semynozhenko on Independence Square.

The athletes in return are grateful for
the mayor’s support. “He is like a father
to us,” said Vitalii Klychko, who is
expected to fight world champion Lennox
Lewis early next year. “He’s always there
for us.”
So strong is the bond between the
mayor and the Klychkos that the brothers
are expected to attend the awards ceremony in New York City on December 9,
where Mr. Omelchenko will be honored
as the UIA’s Man of the Year.
Being mayor of Kyiv was never Mr.
Omelchenko’s dream. A graduate of
Kyiv’s Institute for Construction
Engineering, Mr. Omelchenko worked
his way up the professional ladder. He
began his career as a regular workman
and eventually became first assistant to
the director of HolovKyivMiskBud, the
local government body that oversees
construction in Kyiv.
In 1987 Mr. Omelchenko was sent to
Afghanistan, where he worked as a construction consultant. Two years later, he
was sent to Armenia to help with cleanup efforts after that nation’s devastating
earthquake. In subsequent years, Mr.
Omelchenko worked as a deputy to the
Kyiv City Administration, was appointed
general director of Kyiv Reconstruction
and held various upper level posts within
this government body.
Mr. Omelchenko was appointed head
of the Kyiv City Administration in
August 1996 by presidential decree and
in 1998 was elected head of Kyiv’s city
council. Since then he has proven to be a
worthy political opponent, winning Kyiv
mayoral contests in 1999 and 2002. As a
testament to his popularity, in both elections Mr. Omelchenko won with more

portation routes, and, importantly for the
mayor, the resurrection of more churches
and monuments that were destroyed.
Sharing his thoughts during an interview, throughout which Mr. Omelchenko
chain-smoked Parliament cigarettes –
”It’s a bad habit, “he admitted – he spoke
about issues near and dear to him. The
following are excerpts from the conversation:
What does Kyiv mean to you?

Kyiv for me is a measure of my existence – both spiritually and worldly. It is
the limitless spring for my energy and
passion. Kyiv is my lucky fate, given to
me by God. Here, I received my education, began my professional career, met
my intended, and my two sons were born
here. In a word, Kyiv is my life, with all
of its joys and tribulations. This beautiful
city has a strong and positive energy.
Are you planning the spiritual, cultural and economic rebirth of Kyiv in
parallel? How should this be done?

We are not only planning this in parallel, but already much has been done in
this direction over the course of several
years. We don’t separate spiritual rebirth,
cultural development or economic
growth. These are all aspects of one
process, which is difficult to separate
because each complements the other and
all are mutually dependent.
But the spiritual aspect I see as a priority, because that is the impetus that
enlightens Kyiv’s citizens about their
city as their home. Without solidifying
the foundation for a higher spirituality
and Christian morals, our city and all of
Ukraine don’t have a future. Spirituality

al styles flourished in the city and the
city’s master plan changed.
Kyiv inherited almost 4,000 monuments of historic, cultural and architectural value. Of those, 51 are under
UNESCO patronage. It is our responsibility to preserve them and save them
from ruination or vandalism. We have
created a special department for the
preservation of these treasures.
Secondly, many memorials, particularly cultural ones, were destroyed by the
rule of the Communist regime. Among
them were true architectural masterpieces, for example, the Uspenskyi
Sobor of the Kyiv-Pecherska Lavra
(Monastery of the Caves), St. Michael’s
Golden-Domed Monastery and tens of
others. For all ancient cities, a large
problem is development, which takes
place on so-called protected territories.
To completely stop construction in the
historic part of the city is completely
impossible and it’s pointless. You still
have to change the engineering infrastructure. Time passes and memorials
crumble and then you have the problem
of not only renovating, but in part, reconstructing these objects. Therefore, whereas in the 19th century you had residential
buildings, today commercial and office
centers are opening up within them.
This is a natural process, and an analogous situation is occurring in European
countries. So you know, we are very
carefully learning their approach to city
planning and trends in architecture. One
can say that in the expansion of Kyiv, I
am influenced by European architecture
and its school of design.
(Continued on page 22)
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TO PLACE YOUR ADVERTISEMENT CALL MARIA OSCISLAWSKI, (973) 292-9800 x 3040

FIRST QUALITY

SERVICES

MONUMENTS

UKRAINIAN TRADITIONAL-STYLE

ECONOMY AIRFARES

Lviv/Odesa $652
one way $430
Kyiv $457
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+ tax
(round trip)
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Call for a free catalog

1-800-265-9858
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FAX ORDERS ACCEPTED (514) 630-9960
BOX 325, BEACONSFIELD, QUEBEC
CANADA - H9W 5T8

WEST ARKA
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Art, Books, CDs, Ceramics
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Andrew R. CHORNY
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Fax: (416) 767-6839
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APON VIDEO COMPACT DISCs
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NOW AVAILABLE
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INDEPENDENCE OF UKRAINE.
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Ukrainian Book Store
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Toll free: 1-866-422-4255
www.ukrainianbookstore.com
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(Continued from page 2)
are committed to this work and who, in
principle, see the positive prospects for
Ukraine in this. I think it would be
wrong to wipe out at all this with one
stroke,” Mr. Chalyi explained.
He also said the present situation
should serve as a reminder to Ukraine
that it must satisfy NATO political
requirements for democratic practice, as
well as the alliance’s military criteria.
“We didn’t always pay attention, and we
have talked about the military criteria,
while forgetting that the primary criteria
for NATO membership lies within the
domestic sphere, the political sphere –
the level of democracy, etc. And this
present situation underlines the failure
of Ukraine in these spheres. Therefore, I
think that if a new level of ties emerges
out of this situation, higher than those
outlined in the existing charter, if the
door is left open for Ukrainian entry into
NATO, if cooperation continues to
develop there between Ukraine and
NATO, that’s the most we should count
on for the moment. And that would not
be a bad result in the circumstances,”
noted Mr. Chalyi.
The director of the independent Pylyp
Orlyk think-tank in Kyiv, Markian
Bilynsky, does not believe Ukraine’s
relations with NATO will suffer because
of the accusations against President
Kuchma. He said, “what counts is the
substance of dialogue and not who represents Ukraine at the dialogue.”
“NATO as an organization is trying
not to identify any personal disillusionment with President Kuchma with
what’s right for the relationship between
NATO and Ukraine,” Mr. Bilynsky said.
Ukraine’s relations with NATO may
have temporarily taken a turn for the
worse, Mr. Bilynsky said, but in the long
run the West wants better relations with
Ukraine because of its size and importance. “I think it [the difficulties] will be
a temporary issue, a temporary blip. The
reason for this, I think, is that whether
we’re talking NATO, or the EU, or the
World Bank, which is continuing to
work here in Ukraine, we’re talking
about a country that is very important
irrespective of the alleged machinations
or moral and ethical peculiarities of its
leadership. We have a country that is
objectively a key player in Europe and,
therefore, basing a policy on attitudes
toward the personality of leaders is no
way to construct a strategy,” Mr.
Bilynsky emphasized.
President Kuchma has said Ukraine
will continue to seek closer ties with
Western Europe and its organizations. In
the past he has signaled his displeasure
at what he believes are unfriendly
actions by the West. Mr. Bilynsky said
this may happen again, but such actions
would not have a fundamental effect on
Ukrainian foreign policy.
“This is a not a reflection of any
strategy but of the president’s own
whimsical personality and his perception of how much he is appreciated as a
leader in the West. Nevertheless, it’s
episodic. It’s not deep, and it doesn’t
mean there is a fundamental change in
Ukraine’s orientation. Besides, even if
this president were to announce or articulate or pursue an alternative foreignpolicy orientation for Ukraine, I feel it
is too close to the end of his presidency,
and there are too many powerful forces
aligned against such a change in orientation for it to bear fruition,” Mr.
Bilynsky added.
Meanwhile, Washington has made it
clear that the NATO snub is aimed at
Mr. Kuchma. The United States says it
does not want Ukraine to withdraw its
application for NATO membership.
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In wake of...

(Continued from page 2)
since high-level cooperation began in the
mid 1990s, which has helped prepare
them for military reform and has reoriented them westward. Nevertheless, they
remain vastly underfunded. Ukraine’s
expenditure of $590 million on the military is abysmal and would require a sixor seven-fold increase. Hungary, with
armed forces one-seventh as large as
Ukraine’s, spends twice as much on its
military ($1.091 billion), while Poland,
with a population only slightly less than
Ukraine’s, spends $3.58 billion.
NATO also remains concerned about
the Security Service of Ukraine (SBU)
and the bloated Internal Affairs Ministry
(MVS), which has more men under arms
than the military and has large numbers of
paramilitary units. Both the SBU and
MVS have been largely untouched by
NATO’s cooperation with Ukraine, and
they are still oriented toward cooperation
with Russia and within the
Commonwealth of Independent States. In
post-Communist states, it has been the
security services and internal ministries,
not the military, that have been mainly
involved in human rights abuses. In
Ukraine, this has included allegations of
organizing eight suspicious car accidents
involving officials and opposition leaders,
and illegal political surveillance of parliamentary deputies and the opposition.
NATO also remains concerned that
Soviet-era ties among CIS intelligence
services could compromise shared intelligence between Ukraine and NATO. The
SBU and the MVS have also been implicated in high-level corruption, including
the illegal sale of weapons abroad. Former
SBU Chairman Leonid Derkach, whom
the Parliament forced to resign in February
2001, allegedly assisted in the illegal sale
of Kolchuhas to Iraq in 2000, which has
now brought Ukraine’s relations with

Taras Kuzio...

(Continued from page 12)
struggle between two visions of Ukraine
– the “Little Russian” model of the
hybrid authoritarian oligarchy, devoid of
a national idea and heading towards
Eurasia vs. the national-democratic variant of nation-building according to the
Baltic model, with an eye towards integration with Europe, said Dr. Kuzio.
Recent polls in Ukraine reveal that
only 5 percent of the population support
President Kuchma, 55 percent favor
impeachment proceedings against him,
and 70 percent would like to see early
presidential elections (the regular election is scheduled for 2004).
A member of the audience asked:
Why then did only 50,000 anti-regime
demonstrators turn out in Kyiv on
September 16? Dr. Kuzio explained that
Ukrainians are a relatively passive people, reluctant to reveal their political
feelings in public. In an analogous situation in another country, say Yugoslavia
or Argentina, said Dr. Kuzio, there
would be a million people out in the
street. Ukrainians, however, are likely
to express their true preferences via the
secret ballot, concluded Dr. Kuzio.
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NATO and the United States to the crisis
point.
Since the “Kuchmagate” scandal began
in November 2000, the president of
Ukraine has been semi-isolated and has
not been invited by any Western government on an official visit. (His only visits to
the West have been to annual conferences
of organizations or international forums.)
With the refusal to invite Mr. Kuchma to
the NATO summit, even this avenue for
traveling to the West has been closed off.
Four further problems are likely to beset
Kuchma. First, the United States is
expanding sanctions it first launched in
late September against Ukraine. A bipartisan U.S. Helsinki Commission letter to
President Bush accused President Kuchma
of committing a “hostile and reckless act”
that should lead to the U.S. examination of
other illegal activities by Mr. Kuchma,
including money laundering. The Financial
Action Task Force is also instituting sanctions against Ukraine for its unwillingness
to halt money-laundering operations.
Second, a court case was opened in
early October in the European Court of
Human Rights by the wife of murdered
opposition journalist Heorhii Gongadze.
Third, Mr. Melnychenko is planning to
release even more incriminating material
from the tapes.
Fourth, the trial of former Prime Minister
Pavlo Lazarenko is due to start in
California. Mr. Lazarenko, who was
stripped of his deputy’s immunity but was
suspiciously allowed to leave Ukraine, after
which he sought asylum in the United
States, is accused of money laundering. The
trial is likely to reveal further unpleasant
information about corruption in Ukraine.
President Kuchma has two years
remaining before stepping down, unless he
is forced to resign early. As Ukraine’s foreign policy stagnates since the president is
isolated around the world, Ukraine will be
marginalized as NATO and the European
Union enlarge to incorporate as many as
seven and 10 countries, respectively.
Bishop MAKARIOS
and Bishop TIMOFI

of the Orthodox Mission in Texas,
UOChurch- Kyivan Patriarchate,
and all of the clergy, monastics,
seminarians, faithful and staff
request the honor of your prayers
and your presence for the
Patronal Feast Day of St. John
Chrysostom Temple within the
Archihierarchical Monastery Four
Evangelists and banquet on

St. John Chrysostom Day 2002
for the Monastery’s
26th Anniversary

Schedule (new style dates)
Monday, November 25, 2002
6 pm Vigil
8 pm Banquet (in Trapeza)

Tuesday, November 26, 2002
9 am Vesting of Hierarch
Divine Liturgy
Moleben
Panakhyda

Phone: (713) 645-0843
Fax: (713) 645-0104
3011 Roe Drive
Houston, TX 77087
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(Continued from page 6)
utives will not only attend, but will be
glad to participate. Topics can include
“Planning for your Retirement,” or “Why
Do You Need Insurance?” Try partnering
with a local Self-Reliance and add some
topics on mortgages and loans. Provide
coffee and cake. Invite the community.
Contact the clergy. We will be there to
help you every step of the way, but the
responsibility for organizing such a local
event must lie with the local UNA representatives in each respective community.
Let us remember that we are trying to
solicit assistance and support from the
community with which you are most
familiar.
What cooperation can we expect from
these communities when we have not
been able to generate enough enthusiasm
amongst our own UNA family to lead the
charge? How many in our own UNA
family, those representatives that carry
the responsibility of enlisting membership, have contributed only one or two
members a year? How many have purchased only the minimal amount for
themselves, have had their policies lapse
or have surrendered them? I ask you:
How can we convince people to become
members, when we are not willing to do
so ourselves? It will take the willingness
of every UNA representative to make a
renewed commitment.
***
Ultimately, the contribution of time
and talent results in the third contribution: treasure. When people become more
involved, they feel they are a part of a
greater mission. It makes them willing to
donate their treasure, which is the dollars
we need to be successful. This is the
most difficult of tasks. The sums needed
for the renovation of Soyuzivka, and/or
the amount needed to generate increased
revenue from membership sales, are
large, but doable. I am confident we can
succeed.
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The UNA’s executives are committed
to developing a new strategy and are
working on implementing a new vision.
We need your ideas and dedication to
make it successful. We encourage an
open dialogue, and are open to recommendations and suggestions. Dr. Kuropas
will be happy to hear that his hope that
“our national executives should open the
pages of Svoboda and The Ukrainian
Weekly to honest dialogue and debate”
had already been fulfilled. I am sure the
editors would have confirmed the fact,
that the decision on newspaper content
since our taking office has remained in
the capable hands of our editors.
Lets make the UNA once again, a
Ukrainian umbrella organization, inclusive of all (no politics, no religious affiliations, and no “First Wave,” “Second
Wave,” etc.) Soyuzivka can provide the
“brick and mortar” – the center for not
only social, but also cultural activities.
Let us revamp our identity to be attractive to multiple Ukrainian constituencies.
We, as the UNA, will then have an
opportunity to grow and can attract those
who are on the sidelines to consider coming back home.
You, the local UNA leadership, will
provide the friendly face in each community that will convince people of the viability of the project. You will be an
important element in our collective success, in ensuring both Soyuzivka’s future
and the UNA’s. We ask that all UNA
members and local leaders become
active, enthusiastic members of your
communities and the UNA.
We also hope to see all of you at our
Soyuzivka celebration. After all, it is
your celebration! It is an opportunity to
reintroduce our community to the UNA
and its leadership, which reaches the far
corners of the United States and Canada.
This is not a celebration to glorify the
past, but also a means by which to introduce the community to the possibility of
a new vision, a new future, a new UNA.
The potential is great. Come be part of
the team!

Dr. George I. Zahalak

Dr. George Zahalak (D. Sci), passed into eternity November 1,
2002. Dear husband of Marta Zahalak (née Laszkewycz) and a
beloved father of Tatyana and Julian Zahalak. A scholar and soldier, he is survived by relatives in America, Canada & Ukraine.

Dr. Zahalak was a professor of Mechanical Engineering and BioMedical Engineering at Washington University in St. Louis, Mo.

Memorial services will be held on Sunday, November 10, 2002 at
Holy Trinity P.U.C.C. in Silver Spring, MD following the divine
liturgy.
In lieu of flowers please send donations to the Leukemia &
Lymphoma Society, 77 Westport Plaza, St. Louis, Mo. 63146.

DEATH ANNOUNCEMENTS

to be published in The Ukrainian Weekly – in the Ukrainian
or English language – are accepted by mail, courier, fax, phone or e-mail.

Information should be addressed to the attention of the Advertising Department
and sent to: The Ukrainian Weekly, 2200 Route 10, P.O. Box 280
(NB: please do not include post office box if sending via courier), Parsippany, N.J. 07054;
fax, (973) 644-9510; telephone, (973) 292-9800, ext. 3040; e-mail, staff@ukrweekly.com.
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COMMUNITY CHRONICLE

Melbourne parish seeks to improve demographics
by Stefan Romaniw

MELBOURNE – The Melbourne Cup
event held by the Ukrainian Catholic
Cathedral Parish Council on November
4, at the Kozak Bar paid great dividends.
The demographic make-up of participants was extraordinary, with participants being drawn from many quarters of
the parish. The crowd of well over 100
included many families and their children.
Common reactions heard throughout
the night were: “I haven’t seen you in
years”; “I really want to have contact
with the Church – may be time to rethink
things”; “I want my child involved”; and
“Please keep me informed. I will tell my
friends,”
These comments illustrate that the
event achieved its aim: to draw people
together in the name of the parish.
There was Ukrainian music, good
company, a tasty meal in a family atmosphere, with grandparents, children and
grandchildren at one table: fun activities
for all – raffles, phantom Melbourne Cup
call, activities for children, games such
as “Twister,” “Uno” and “Connect,”
drawings under the watchful eye of
Roman Bojczuk, plus Paul Chudiak providing a floorshow with his singing all
made for a great family night.
The many raffles, auctions and gener-

Repository...

(Continued from page 1)
its premises are no better than those of
the Vernadskyi Library, and hoped that
the jubilee anniversary would help to
bring needed attention to the plight of
one of the main repositories of Ukraine’s
culture and history.
“We need to protect the records by
developing building environments that
control climate and processes that protect the materials,” explained Ms.
Muzychuk.
Ms. Muzychuk added that there have
been no building projects in Ukraine’s
nationwide national archives system for
over a decade and that all the various
premises had little room for new materials. She explained that the archival
depositories in Ivano Frankivsk,
Ternopil, Chernihiv, Kharkiv and
Sevastopol, in particular, need new
buildings because they have practically
no room for additional materials.
Ukraine’s National Archives system
consists of seven main archival buildings, eight branches and 646 raion-level
extensions. The national archive has a
three-pronged purpose: to collect
Ukraine’s cultural and historical treasures; to restore and maintain them; and
to make them available to the public,
including for scholarly study.
Mr. Taniuk pointed out that the last 10
years should have been a golden period
for the National Archives because, theoretically, it finally had free reign over the
collection of cultural treasures.
“For a long time the archives were not
used for their intended purposes,”
explained Mr. Taniuk. “Either they were
ignored or items were removed to
emphasize the working class struggle, or
some similar nonsense.”
Yet, today, when the archivists are free
to do their work openly, a lack of funds
has handcuffed them. He said the national archive system needs an infusion of
capital, which he hoped would come not
only from the government, but also from
supporters and benefactors.

al admission charges saw a net profit of
close to $1,500 – a great effort due to the
generosity of many that will go far
toward realizing the parish budget.
The Revs. Alex Kenez and Paul
Berezniuk moved among the tables,
encouraging people to be involved in
their spiritual development within the
Ukrainian Catholic Church. Parish
Council members did likewise, discussing a range of issues that need our
common involvement.
Alex and Wally Zelinka through their
companies provided great prizes; Betta
Foods through Eugene Hawryszko came
through with sweets. Participants also
recognized the efforts of David Jury and
Daniel Orfini, who are currently constructing the parish barbecue, which will
again be a focal point for drawing people
together in a community.
“We are building community; we need
to cast our net far and wide to ensure our
parish connects with all its members. We
are community. We build community
together,” said Stefan Romaniw, chairman of the Parish Council. “The great
participation of so many people who
have answered the call is a sound ring of
confidence for parish social activities,”
he added.
“Let’s be solution-based. Let’s seek
out solutions and not constantly harp on
problems. We can grow together,” Mr.
Romaniw exhorted the audience.

TO ALL MEMBERS OF UNA BRANCH 168

Please be advised that Branch 168 has merged with Branch 155 as
of November 1, 2002. All inquiries and requests for changes
should be sent to Mr. Yaroslav Zaviysky.
Mr. Yaroslav Zaviysky
11 Bradley Rd.
Clark, NJ 07066-3203
(732) 827-8642
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Myloradovych, but rebuffed him.
Back in Nice in 1877, Count Larderal, a roué object of Marie’s affections offered to
marry her (greedily seeking her dowry), but her mother blocked the match. Thus discouraged, Bashkirtseva turned to drawing in her journals, and prevailed upon her mother to
acquire an apartment on the Champs Elysées in Paris and enroll her at the prestigious
Atelier (later known as the Académie) Julian.
Rudolphe Julian became her mentor, even a substitute father figure. In 1880, he encouraged
her to submit one of her paintings to the Salon, the main annual exhibition in Paris. When finished, it was accepted, and in her ecstasy Bashkirtseva wrote in her diary that she wanted to
become “the Balzac of painting.” Tragically, later that year she contracted tuberculosis.
In the chronology of her translation of Bashkirtseva’s diary, Katherine Kernberger notes:
“1880 Prince Soutzo asks Marie to marry him [declined]. Exhibits at the Salon, ‘The Divorce
Question.’ Cure at Mont Doré. Open air studies. Becomes a republican and feminist.”
When doctors’ cures for the lung ailment proved unsuccessful, the entire family
embarked on a pilgrimage to Kyiv in July 1881, with even the usually feckless father joining the group in prayer, but unfortunately a visit to the Pecherska Lavra likely made her
condition worse.
Back in Paris, doctors forbade her to return to the Atelier, and suggested that she winter
in a warmer climate. A brief sojourn in Spain brought Bashkirtseva face to face with the
works of Velázquez, which made a strong impression on her. It also improved her health.
She returned to work at the Atelier and painted a self-portrait that currently hangs in the
Musée de Nice.
In January 1882 set another profound influence – the rough-hewn painter Jules Bastien-
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Lepage. She also boldly began to correspond with writers – Alexandre Dumas, Fils and
Guy de Maupassant. Cronin laughingly dismisses her efforts, writing that they dramatize
“the dilemma of the Romantic living in the age of realism.”
In 1883, both her new friend and mentor and she fell gravely ill. Maria’s consumption
caused partial deafness and her coughing grew much worse. Bastien Lepage, whose works
were destined to hang in the Louvre, was stricken with stomach cancer.
Maria soldiered on, earning still greater acclaim. “Le Meeting,” a painting of a group of
street urchins was widely praised in the press in early 1884. By September however, she
had grown too weak to sit at an easel, and on October 20 she recorded her last entry in her
diary. Maria Bashkirtseva died at her family’s apartment in Paris on October 31, 1884.
She was buried in the Passy cemetery in the City of Lights, and the Byzantine dome on
the chapel in her memory, designed by Emile Bastien-Lepage (Jules’s brother), stands there
to this day.
Respecting her daughter’s wishes, Mme. Babanine-Bashkirtseva arranged for a selection
of the diaries to be published in 1887, with a collection of the departed artist’s letters
appearing in 1902. A comprehensive, unexpurgated version has yet to appear in print, and
none has in Ukrainian.
She influenced the writings of Maurice Barres, Pierre Borel, Anatole France and Guy de
Maupassant. Even Mr. Cronin conceded: “Perhaps no one since Boswell had so bared
motives and longings... It was not the paintings which had cost her much effort, but the
words that had flowed so easily which won her survival in the pure, unchanging form of art.”

Sources: “Bashkirtseva, Mariia,” Encylcopedia of Ukraine, Vol. 1 (Toronto: University
of Toronto Press, 1984); Victor Cronin, “The Romantic Way” (Boston: Houghton-Mifflin
Co., 1966) “The Diary of Marie Bashkirtseff,” Vol. 1, transl. by Phyllis Kemberger with
Katherine Kemberger (San Francisco: Chronicle Books, 1997); Irena Knysh, “Try
Rovesnytsi” (Winnipeg: National Publishers Ltd., 1960).
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Members of Plast’s “Hrebli” sorority meet at biennial conference
EAST HANOVER, N.J. – Members of the Ti Scho
Hrebli Rvut sorority of Plast Ukrainian Scouting
Organization from various cities in the United States
and Canada gathered here at the Ramada Hotel on
October 12-13. At the conference, which included separate meetings of the sorority’s units for young adults
(“starshi plastunky”) and seniors, as well as joint sessions, members pledged to rededicate themselves to
educational work with Plast youths.
Among the projects discussed was publishing a compilation of materials for Plast merit badges; support activity
for the 50th anniversary celebrations of the Vovcha Tropa
campgrounds in East Chatham, N.Y., scheduled for July
2003; and organizing an adopt-a-troop program for Plast
groups in Ukraine. The conference also approved five
new candidate-members from Ukraine, where the Ti
Scho Hrebli Rvut units are being organized.
The senior sorority elected a new leadership at the
conference, headed by Marta Kuzmowycz. The executive board also includes three vice-presidents, Iwanna
Jaciw (Canada), Halyna Kutko and Ludmila Darmohraj;
Oksana Bachynska, secretary; Marta Salyk-Jacuszko,
treasurer; and Olenka Yurchuk, editor.
Senior chapters of Ti Scho Hebli Rvut are currently
located in Toronto, (Ms. Jaciw, chair), Metro New
York/New Jersey (Motria Milanytch), New Jersey
(Roma Hadzewycz) and Buffalo, N.Y. (Chrystyna
Dziuba-Brown). The sorority has members throughout
North America, Australia and Ukraine.
The younger sorority members agreed to focus their
efforts on recruitment of new members, contact with
candidates in Ukraine, activating chapters in North
America and encouraging members to work within their
local Plast branches. Their website is under construction
and may be found at www.geocities.com/hrebli.
The young adult sorority is headed by Tanya Dragan;
officers include Yaryna Ferencevych, Lida (Gnoj)
Nascimento, Adja Melnyk, Motja Kuzycz and Darka
(Yurchuk) Ruzicka.
The program of the conference also included a gettogether on Saturday evening during which Hrebli of
various ages met new members and reconnected with

Members of the Ti Scho Hrebli Rvut sorority at their biennial joint conference.

old friends. Special tribute was paid that evening to the
sole remaining founding member of the sorority, Luba
Pezanska.
The next biennial joint conference of younger and
senior members of the Ti Scho Hrebli Rvut sorority has
been slated for the first weekend after Labor Day in
2004. Young adult Hrebli will hold their own annual

conference on September 6-7, 2003 (also the first weekend after Labor Day), either in Hunter, N.Y., or at
Soyuzivka in Kerhonkson, N.Y.
For information about the sorority, interested persons may send an e-mail message to either Ms.
Kuzmowycz at mkuzmowycz@aol.com, or to Ms.
Dragan at tanyadragan@hotmail.com.

22

THE UKRAINIAN WEEKLY

BEAUTIFUL CHRISTMASS PRESENTS COLOR ALBUMS FROM RODOVID PRESS
(Kyiv, Ukraine)

UKRAINIAN ANTIQUITIES in Private Collections
Folk Art of the Hutsul and Pokuttia Regions
RODOVID (2002) 360 pp. Color. Hardbound. Available in
English or Ukrainian editions.
Nearly six hundred and fifty color illustrations - icons on
glass, stone tiles, plates, wooden and metal crosses, necklaces and candelabra - unique art from the nineteenth century. In addition, the book contains a description of the history
of the collection and preservation of these artistic treasures,
drawn from private collections in Lviv. Preface by Victor
Yushchenko.
Price: $65.00 (P&H: $10.00)

UKRAINIAN FOLK ICONS from the Land of Shevchenko
RODOVID (2000) 232 pp. Color. Hardbound. In English
and Ukrainian.
A survey of nearly two hundred different cottage icon subjects from villages in central regions of Ukraine. These icons
span nearly three hundred years, with the majority from the
nineteenth century. Icons such as these formerly adorned
virtually every village home. They were painted on wooden
boards or on linen by non-professional village masters known
as bohomazy. The research in this publication is the most
detailed ever presented on Ukrainian naïve iconography.
Price: $40.00 (P&H: $5.00)
EMBROIDERY OF THE COSSACK ELITE
of the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries
RODOVID (2001) 200 pp. Color. Softbound. Available in
English, Ukrainian or French editions.
Nearly three hundred color fragments of embroidery in silk,
gold and silver thread as well as multicolored cotton thread
on sheets, ritual cloths, pillowcases, tablecloths, ecclesiastical vestments and other objects common to the households
of the Cossack elite of the time.
Price: $30.00 (P&H: $5.00)

To order please mail a check or money order (US funds only) made out to:
RODOVID, 18000 S. Mullen Rd., Belton, MO 64012 USA
Tel. (816) 318 9633; Rodovid2@aol.com
www.rodovid.net
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Renaissance of Kyiv...

(Continued from page 15)
How can Kyiv attract more tourists
and become a popular travel destination?

Tourism is beneficial and income-generating for our city. On the one hand, we
generate funds for the city’s infrastructure and other needs. On the other hand,
it is an important channel for introducing
foreign guests to the culture of our country, the architectural and historic monuments and today’s level of development
in the capital. The positive impressions
our guests receive will be shared with
their friends and family members, and
they can find out more about our country
and the life of our people.
Today we see an increase in the number of tourists. Year after year, more and
more tourists come to Kyiv, but to say
that we have experienced a breakthrough
would be an exaggeration. There are several reasons. First of all, this can be
explained by a lack of information about
Ukraine and Kyiv. Furthermore, the
information in the foreign media about
the situation in our country and its capital
is not always objective. Secondly, we
only recently made an essential step forward in streamlining the overly bureaucratic system of registering entry visas
for people who want to come to Ukraine.
Work in this direction needs to continue.
The third direction in which we are
actively working is to develop a tourism
infrastructure, including building hotels.
By the year 2010 we are planning to construct four or five five-star hotels, 10 to
12 four-star hotels and 30 to 40 three-star
hotels. For modern tourism needs to be
met, we need to pass laws on the
hotel/service industry, which clearly
identify legal, economic and organizational foundations for this business. And
this will become a positive impulse for
bringing more tourists to our city.

No. 45
What relationship do you see
between Ukraine and the Ukrainian
diaspora?

As mayor of Kyiv, I would like Kyiv to
be the capital for not only Ukrainians who
live in Ukraine, but for all Ukrainians
throughout the world. For this to happen,
Kyiv should maintain its Ukrainian spirit
and nurture Ukrainian traditions. To put it
succinctly, I would like relations between
us to be much tighter. The epoch of the
Iron Curtain has ended, and we are open
to the world. We need for the world community to accept us, not as a part of the
former Soviet Union, but simply as
Ukraine and not a country that is associated only with the problems of Chornobyl
and international scandals.
It so happened historically that
Ukraine has a very large diaspora that is
dispersed among various countries and
continents. The feeling of nostalgia is a
very human and natural emotion. You
can carry it your entire life and even pass
it on to your children born in a foreign
land. Today we are open, and our motherland can be visited by anyone who has
the opportunity and the wish to do so. I
believe that these visitors can become
our informal ambassadors on all levels.
There are no limits to our cooperation.
What does it mean to be Man of the
Year?

This honor is not only an honor for me
but for my entire team at City Hall. With
great pleasure I can say in the last years I
have been able for form a mighty team of
like-minded individuals, people who
have a rich professional life experience
and are talented organizers. They are the
ones who have given me the opportunity
to achieve positive results in our capital
city.
So, becoming Man of the Year will not
allow me to rest on my laurels but will be
a stimulus to continue my work for the
good of Kyiv and Ukraine.
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NOTES ON PEOPLE

Commissioned
ensign in USCGR

NEW LONDON, Conn. – Renee KozakHellberg, a 15-year veteran USCG
reservist, was commissioned an ensign in
the U.S. Coast Guard Reserve (USCGR) on
September 27 here at the U.S. Coast Guard
Academy, New London, Conn., following
in the footsteps of her father, Daniel Kozak.
After reading his poem “Passing Sword”
at a special pre-commissioning ceremon,
Mr. Kozak presented her with his USCGR
sword.
Ms. Kozak-Hellberg received a special
award as “Sailor of the Quarter” during her
special active duty stint at the USCG MSO
Group Philadelphia between 2000 and
2002. She was also awarded the Coast
Guard Achievement Medal for her outstanding performance there. Her articulate
nature and attention to duty has garnered
her the recognition she so richly deserves.
She has been assigned to USCG MSO
Group Charleston as an intern operations
officer, where her veteran USCG spouse,
Boatswain’s Mate 1st Class Ronald
Hellberg II, is attached as a career petty
officer 1st class.
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Ensign Kozak-Hellberg’s father retired
from the USCGR as a lieutenant in 1990.
He also retired from the U.S. Merchant
Marine, Federal Wage Marine Service, as a
tenured civil service captain in 1986. Before
that he served for 22 years as a uniformed
force pilot with the New York Fire
Department, Marine Division, retiring in
1979 to accept a federal appointment.
Mr. Kozak’s military career began at age
15 in 1945 as a soldier in the 17th Infantry
Regiment of the New York Guard. Then, at
age 16, he joined the U.S. Maritime Service
as a uniformed apprentice seaman/recruit
for six months of naval-type shoreside and
shipboard training – after which he was stationed aboard several ships of the U.S.
Army Transport Service and the U.S. Navy
Military Sealift Command. After an eightyear enlistment in the 199th Floating Craft
Company, U.S. Army Reserve, he joined
the U.S. Coast Guard Reserve in 1962.
Ensign Kozak-Hellberg holds a bachelor’s degree in business and public administration from Baruch College. She served as
an advanced emergency medical technician
(EMT) with the Dare County EMS in North
Carolina for some four years.
The Kozaks are members of Ukrainian
National Association Branch 256.

COME, JOIN US

UKRAINIAN NATIONAL
FEDERAL CREDIT UNION

Ensign Renee Kozak-Hellberg of the U.S. Coast Guard Reserve with her father,
Daniel Kozak, a veteran of the USCGR.

CONROY FUNERAL HOME
Owned by the Conroy Family
since 1932
Compassionate service,
guaranteed lowest cost
1.800.430.5188

Serving St. Andrew’s Church and Cemetery
South Bound Brook, NJ since 1955
21 E. Second St., Bound Brook, NJ
Glenn Scarponi, Manager NJ Lic. JPO4411
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HIGH INTEREST RATES ON CDs
FREE CHECKING
GREAT NEW RATES FOR MORTGAGES & 10% DOWN PAYMENT FOR
VEHICLE LOANS, SIGNATURE LOANS
SAFE DEPOSIT BOXES AVAILABLE
UKRAINIAN/ENGLISH SPOKEN
WESTERN UNION, VIGO, MEEST & WIRE •TRANSFERS
FRIENDLY PERSONNEL

WE CAN ACCOMMODATE ALL YOUR FINANCIAL NEEDS
MAIN OFFICE
215 Second Ave. (between 13th and 14th St.), New York, NY 10003
Tel.: (212) 533-2980 • Fax: (212) 995-5204
BRANCHES
35 Main St., So. Bound Brook, NJ 08880
Tel.: (732) 469-9085 • Fax: (732) 469-9165
265 Washington Ave., Carteret, NJ 07008
Tel.: (732) 802-0480 • Fax: (732) 802-0484

e-mail: admin@uofcu.org
Website: www.uofcu.org
Call toll free: 1-866-859-5848
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PREVIEW OF EVENTS
(Continued from page 28)

CHICAGO: The Chicago Business and
Professional Group is sponsoring a presentation by Natalie A. Jaresko, president and
CEO, Western NIS Enterprise Fund, titled
“Investing in Ukraine: What is Possible?”
WNISEF is a private equity fund that
invests in small- and medium-sized private
enterprises in Ukraine and Moldova. Ms.
Jaresko will provide an overview of promising market sectors in Ukraine and discuss
WNISEF’s vision, investment strategy, successes and challenges. The presentation
will be held at the Ukrainian Institute of
Modern Art, 2320 W. Chicago Ave., at 7
p.m. Refreshments and socializing will follow the presentation. Admission: members;
$10, non-members and guests $15. For
additional information call (847) 359-3676.
Saturday-Sunday, November 23-24

BOSTON: An art exhibit and sale of the
works of Jacques Hnizdovsky and local
artisis Nina Lapchyk and Eugene Scherba
are being sponsored by the Boston Branch
of the Ukrainian National Women’s League
of America. An opening reception and preview sale will be held Saturday, November
23, at 7 p.m. at the Parish House of Christ
the King Ukrainian Catholic Church, 146
Forest Hills St. The sale of artwork continues the following day after liturgy on
Sunday, November 24. For further information contact Olia Lupan, (508) 785-9919, or
e-mail olia@lupan.net.
Sunday, November 24

OLD TOWN ALEXANDRIA, Va.: Wasyl
Popadiuk performs his arrangements of

Cardinal Husar...

(Continued from page 4)
1933, in Lviv and moved to the United
States in 1949. After studying at St.
Basil’s Ukrainian Catholic Seminary in
Stamford, Conn., and at The Catholic
University of America in Washington,
where he earned an STL degree, he was
ordained to the priesthood for the
Eparchy of Stamford and became a naturalized U.S. citizen in 1958.
After his ordination, he earned a master’s degree in philosophy from Fordham
University in New York, served as a pastor in Kerhonkson, N.Y., and as prefect of
St. Basil’s College Seminary in Stamford.
After earning a doctorate in theology
at Rome’s Urbanian University, he
became a Studite monk. He was elected
superior of the Studite monastery at
Grottaferrata, near Rome, in 1974.
Cardinal Husar had been secretly
ordained a bishop in 1977 in Rome by
Cardinal Josyf Slipyj, at a time when the
church was illegal in his homeland, with
the hope that he would be able to return
to Ukraine.
He resided at the Studite Monastery
until 1992, when he took up residence in
Ukraine. On October 17, 1996, he was
appointed auxiliary-bishop to Cardinal
Myroslav Lubachivsky. After Cardinal
Lubachivsky’s death in December 14,
2000, he served as administrator until his
election as Major Archbishop by the
Synod of Ukrainian Catholic Bishops.
In the United States, the Ukrainian
Catholic Church consists of the

violin solos, uniquely blending traditional
Ukrainian folk music with jazz improvisations, and Ihor Bohdan sings popular contenmporary Ukrainian songs by Ivasiuk,
Bilozir and others at 3 p.m. at The Lyseum,
201 S. Washington St. A reception for the
artists will follow the program. Suggested
donation: $15. The concert is presented by
The Washington Group Cultural Fund
under the patronage of the Embassy of
Ukraine, as part of their 2002-2003 music
series. For more information contact
Laryssa Courtney, (202) 363-3964.
ADVANCE NOTICE
Sunday, December 8

HORSHAM, Pa.: The Tryzub Ukrainian
American Sports Center invites the
Ukrainian community to take part in a
Thanksgiving dinner, which will take
place at 1:30 p.m. at Tryzub’s banquet hall
located at Lower State and County Line
roads. In addition to a turkey dinner with
complimentary wine, there will also be a
special concert by the vocal duo from New
York City, Gabriella and Lilia Oros. These
two youngsters, who originally hail from
Ukraine, made their premiere performance
in the Philadelphia area at last August’s
Independence Day Festival at Tryzub.
They look forward to entertaining our
community yet again with their wonderfully unique and refreshing blend of vocal
arrangements. Admission: $12. Advance
reservations are recommended by calling
(215) 343-5412. For more information
visit Tryzub’s website, www.tryzubsportscenter.org.

Philadelphia Archeparchy, with a population of 68,000 faithful in 74 parishes
located
in
Delaware,
eastern
Pennsylvania, the District of Columbia,
Maryland, New Jersey and Virginia.
Other suffragan eparchial sees of the
Philadelphia Metropolitan Province are
the Stamford Eparchy, St. Nicholas
Eparchy in Chicago and St. Josaphat
Eparchy in Parma, Ohio.
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St. Josaphat students proud of their award-winning teacher and school
PARMA, Ohio – Students at St.
Josaphat Ukrainian Catholic
Cathedral School are excited that
their teacher Iryna Kulick (Science
chair/Grade 7) and their school were
selected by the Ohio Academy of
Science to receive the Governor’s
Award for Excellence in Youth
Science Opportunities for accomplishments during the 2001-2002
academic year.
The Ohio Department of Education
will issue a special Governor’s Award
certificate to Mrs. Kulick and to St.
Josaphat School.
The Governor’s Award from Ohio
Gov. Bob Taft and the Ohio
Department of Education is made
possible by an educational partnership program initiated by the
Ohio Academy of Science. In cooperation with the Office of the
Governor and the Ohio Department
of Education, the academy recognizes schools and teachers who
stimulate student scientific

Iryna Kulick with her seventh grade class at St. Josaphat Ukrainian Catholic Cathedral School in Parma. Ohio.
research and who extend science
education opportunities beyond the
traditional classroom. St. Josaphat
School is the only school in Parma

to receive this award.
St. Josaphat School hosts an
annual Science Fair for its students
in Grades 6 through 8. A large per-

centage of St. Josaphat students
continue in local, regional, state and
national science fairs, earning top
awards.

Association (SUM) of Irvington, N.J.,
on Sunday, September 15. Due to
threatening skies, it was decided to
change the location of the annual
picnic from a local Union County
Park to the church grounds.

Interestingly, no rain fell during the
picnic.
The most important part of the
day occurred during the 9 a.m. liturgy. During this liturgy, children of
the Irvington branch of SUM served

as ushers, sang with the choir, and
read the Epistle. Several children
also stood at attention with the SUM
flag which is inscribed with the
group’s motto “God and Ukraine.”
Under the leadership of Toma
Pyz, a ceremonial meeting was held
on the Church grounds following the
Liturgy. Thus, the 2002-2003 season of SUM activities was officially
launched.
Participants of the picnic joined
numerous activities including:
bocci, cycling, football, soccer,
bingo, tree-climbing, story-telling –
and just enjoying each other’s company.
The group was pleased that the
Revs. Leonard Ratushniak and
Andriy Manko were able to join the
festivities. It was also a beautiful
homecoming for Father Leonard,
since he served as pastor in Hillside
in 1972-1975.
Special thanks must be given to
Hanna. She forced the group to alter
the dynamics of this year’s picnic
which spurred great creativity and
team work between the parish and
the SUM branch.

Irvington SUM and Hillside parish united by Hurricane Hanna
HILLSIDE, N.J. – Hurricane
Hanna added her personal touch to
the picnic of Immaculate
Conception Ukrainian Catholic
Parish of Hillside, N.J., and the
Ukrainian American Youth

Participants of the joint parish-SUM picnic held in Hillside, N.J.

Plast youths recall historic date of November 1, 1918

No. 45

WHIPPANY, N.J. – The Newark,
N.J., branch of Plast Ukrainian
Scouting Organization, which also
encompasses members in Morris
County, held its annual observance
of the November 1 Act, known in
Ukrainian as “Lystopadovyi Zryv,”
with a special divine liturgy and
commemorative meeting at St. John
the Baptist Ukrainian Catholic
Church in Whippany, N.J., on
Sunday, November 3.
The Rev. Mitred Roman Mirchuk
celebrated the liturgy and delivered
a homily on the meaning of heroism, tying it to the everyday lives of
his audience of Plast youths age 617. Plast youths, their counselors
and adult members attended the
liturgy in uniform, and “yunaky”
and “novaky” served as altar boys.
“Vichnaya Pamiat” (Eternal
Memory) was sung for the heroes of
November 1, 1918, and all others
who gave their lives for Ukraine’s
independence.
At the brief “appel” (commemorative assembly) that followed in
the church hall, Plast youths heard
about the historic importance of
November 1, 1918, and sang the
Ukrainian Sich Riflemen’s song
“Hey, u Luzi Chervona Kalyna.”
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Father Roman Mirchuk officiates at the liturgy, with Plast youths serving as altar boys.
OUR NEXT ISSUE: UKELODEON is published on the second Sunday of every month. To make it into our
next issue, dated December 8, please send in your materials by November 29.

Please drop us a line: UKELODEON, The Ukrainian Weekly, 2200 Route 10, P.O. Box 280, Parsippany,
NJ 07054; fax, (973) 644-9510. Call us at (973) 292-9800; or send e-mail to staff@ukrweekly.com. (We ask
all contributors to please include a daytime phone number.)

Mishanyna

To solve this month’s historical Mishanyna, find the words capitalized in
the text below.

On November 1 each year our schoolchildren and youth organizations
recall the heroic NOVEMBER 1 Act of 1918. Here’s what led up to that
historic day in LVIV.
In 1918, the lands of WESTERN Ukraine were still under the rule of
the AUSTRO-HUNGARIAN Empire. But in OCTOBER of that year, the
empire of the HABSBURG royal family began to fall apart. Incidentally,
that was about 20 months after the Russian Empire, which controlled most
Ukrainian territory, had collapsed.
Western Ukrainians were already preparing to established their own
independent state, in what was eastern GALICIA, or Halychyna. The
POLES also laid claim to that territory, so there was a conflict between two
nations over who should CONTROL Halychyna. While the situation in
the eastern Ukrainian lands was marked by ANARCHY, chaos and
upheaval, on the western Ukrainian lands there was a conflict carried on
in an orderly fashion between regular armies of Poles and Ukrainians.
Just as it became clear the Austro-Hungarian EMPIRE was doomed,
western Ukrainian leaders from HALYCHYNA and Bukovyna met on
October 18, 1918, and established the Ukrainian NATIONAL COUNCIL,
which represented all Ukrainians. They also announced that they intended
to unite all western Ukrainian lands into one. Meanwhile, Polish forces
were preparing to take control of Lviv and eastern Galicia.
A group of YOUNG Ukrainian OFFICERS, led by Capt. Dmytro
VITOVSKY, then seized the initiative. On the night of October 31November 1, 1918, these officers of the Ukrainian SICH RIFLEMEN gathered all available Ukrainian soldiers serving in Austrian military units in
the Lviv area and took control of the city. On November 1, the city’s residents awoke to see Ukrainian FLAGS flying from city hall, and all major
officers under the control of Ukrainians. PLACARDS posted throughout the
city informed them that a Ukrainian STATE had been created.
Fighting continued between Polish and Ukrainian troops, while
Ukrainian leaders worked to set up an independent state. On November 9,
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1918, after all Ukrainian parties agreed to cooperate in forming a government of their own, they appointed a temporary council of ministers led by
KOST Levytsky.
Four days later, a new state was proclaimed: the Western Ukrainian
National REPUBLIC. The republic existed for EIGHT months, during
which time, on January 22, 1919, it united with eastern Ukrainian lands
into the Ukrainian National Republic. Unfortunately, in July 1919 western
Ukraine was reoccupied by Polish forces.
Source: “Ukraine: A History” by Orest Subtelny. Toronto: University of
Toronto Press, second edition, 1994.
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Saturday, November 16

NEW YORK: The Ukrainian Art and
Literary Club and the New York Bandura
Ensemble invite the public to the first concert of this season’s Bandura Downtown
series, “Two Moons Over Dibrova,” a performance by bandurist Michael Andrec in
collaboration with the Two Moons Ensemble
– Muriel Vergniaud, flute; Richard Gross,
clarinet; Matt Hannafin, percussion.
Donation: $10. Reception with the artists to
follow. On view in the Gallery: “Five
Contemporary Artists from Ukraine” exhibit
(through November 17). The concert will
take place at 7:30 p.m. at the Mayana
Gallery, 136 Second Ave., fourth floor. For
more information call (212) 995-2640; or email nybandura@aol.com or ukrartlitclub@aol. com.
Saturday-Sunday, November 16-17

NEW YORK: The Hollywood Trident
Foundation will continue its series of interviews with survivors of the 1933 Genocide
in Ukraine at the Ukrainian Institute of
America, 2 E. 79th St. Anyone knowing
survivors in the New York area is asked to
contact UIA President Walter Nazarewicz,
(212) 288-8660, to schedule an appointment to be interviewed. Interviews, in
either English or Ukrainian, will be digitally video recorded. In view of ongoing
efforts by historical revisionists to deny the
occurrence of the Famine-Genocide, the
foundation urges all survivors who are
physically able to come and record their
experiences as living witnesses to this most
traumatic and horrific event in Ukrainian
and human history.
Monday, November 18

CAMBRIDGE, Mass.: The Harvard
Ukrainian Research Institute will host a
lecture by Juliette Cadiot, post-doctoral
fellow, Watson Institute for International
Studies, Brown University, on the topic
“Ethnic Categorization in Censuses and
Census Projects in the Russian Empire.”
The lecture will be presented at 4-6 p.m.
in the Seminar Room at the institute. For
further information visit the institute’s
website http://www.huri.harvard.edu, or

call (617) 495-4053.

Saturday, November 23

SOMERSET, N.J.: The Office of Ethnic and
Cultural Affairs of the Ukrainian Orthodox
Church of the U.S.A. is sponsoring a concert
featuring renowned pop singers/vocalists
Taras Petrynenko and Tetiana Horobets to be
held at the Ukrainian Cultural Center, 135
Davidson Ave., beginning at 7:30 p.m.
Tickets: adults; $20, children, free.
Immediately following the concert all are
invited to a Zapusty Zabava, or dance held
before the beginning of Lent. The popular
band Fata Morgana will provide live dance
music. Admission: adults; $25, students age
12 and up, $15. Zabava tickets include a buffet dinner. As part of the evening’s festivities
guests are invited to view an art exhibit by
Ukrainian artist Vasyl Barabash. All tickets
are available at the door and at the Consistory
offices. For additional information call the
Consistory, (732) 356-0090.
SOMERSET, N.J.: The Office of Ethnic
and Cultural Affairs of the Ukrainian
Orthodox Church of the U.S.A. is sponsoring an art exhibit by Vasyl Barabash, a
recent émigré from Ukraine, whose work
encompases painting, and graphic as well
as monumental-decorative art. Mr.
Barabash’s works can be found in museums of Ukraine, Finland and Poland, as
well as in art collections in Latvia and the
United States. The two-day exhibit opens
Saturday, November 23, at the Ukrainian
Cultural Center, 135 Davidson Ave., at
1:30 p.m. and will close the following day
at 5 p.m. For additional information and
directions call (732) 356-0090.

BALTIMORE: Violinist Wasyl Popadiuk
and vocalist Ihor Bohdan will appear in a
concert presented by the Ukrainian community of Baltimore. The concert, featuring
violin solos as well as popular contemporary Ukrainian songs by Ivasiuk, Bilozir and
others, will be held at St. Michael’s
Ukrainian Catholic Church Hall, 2401
Eastern Ave., at 7 p.m. Tickets: $10, purchased in advance; $15, at the door. A
reception follows the concert. For more
information call Oksana Palijczuk, (410)
828-6922.

(Continued on page 25)

PLEASE NOTE NEW CHARGE FOR PREVIEW:

As of November 1, the charge for a listing in “Preview of
Events” has been raised to $20. (See our editorial of October 13
for a full explanation of this new rate.)

25-È äÛð¥Ì¸ ìëè
¥ 10-ËÈ äÛð¥Ì¸ ìèë
Á‡ÔðÓ¯Û˛Ú¸ Ì‡
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