www.ukrweekly.com

THE UKRAINIAN WEEKLY

INSIDE:

• Hearing focuses on proposed Famine memorial in D.C. — page 3.
• Help Us Help the Children project marks 10 years of activity — page 4.
• Sportsline: Vitalii Klitschko to fight Lennox Lewis — page 9.

Published by the Ukrainian National Association Inc., a fraternal non-profit association

Vol. LXXI

No. 24

THE UKRAINIAN WEEKLY

SUNDAY, JUNE 15, 2003

$1/$2 in Ukraine

Ukraine’s prime minister announces
News media worldwide report
on drive to revoke Duranty’s Pulitzer goal of $1 billion in foreign investment
PARSIPPANY, N.J. – The campaign to revoke Walter Duranty’s
Pulitzer Prize received worldwide
publicity in the past two weeks with
the publication of news stories and
broadcast reports on The Pulitzer Prize
Board’s announcement that it had
begun a review of the 1932 award.
(The story was first reported in The
Ukrainian Weekly on May 25.)
United Press International on June 2
carried a commentary by its senior
news analyst Martin Sieff titled
“Shame of Duranty’s Pulitzer.”
“As the U.S. media still digests the
shock and lessons of the Jayson Blair
affair at The New York Times, a far
older and far worse journalistic wrong
may soon be posthumously righted.
The Pulitzer Prize board is reviewing
the award it gave to New York Times
Moscow correspondent Walter
Duranty more than 70 years ago for
his shamefully – and knowingly –
false coverage of the great Ukrainian
famine,” wrote Mr. Sieff.
He went on to cite The Weekly’s
Editor Andrew Nynka as reporting that
the Pulitzer Prize board had begun an
“appropriate and serious review” of

the 1932 award given to Duranty. UPI
also cited The Weekly’s report that the
“confidential review by the 18-member Pulitzer Prize board is intended to
seriously consider all relevant information regarding Mr. Duranty’s
award.”
Mr. Sieff added: “The utter falsehood of Duranty’s claims that there
was no famine at all in the [sic]
Ukraine – a whopping lie that was
credulously swallowed unconditionally by the likes of George Bernard
Shaw, H.G. Wells and many others –
has been documented and common
knowledge for decades. But neither
the Times nor the Pulitzer board ever
before steeled themselves to launch
such a ponderous, unprecedented –
and potentially immensely embarrassing – procedure. Indeed, Gissler told
The Ukrainian Weekly that there are
no written procedures regarding prize
revocation. There are no standards or
precedents for revoking the prize.”
The analyst then proceeded to lay
out the facts about the Famine of
1932-1933, which he described as “the
(Continued on page 17)

by Roman Woronowycz
Kyiv Press Bureau

KYIV – Prime Minister Viktor
Yanukovych announced during a plenary
meeting of the Ukrainian Investment
Council on June 6 that Ukraine should
begin to attract at least $1 billion in foreign investment annually beginning this
year.
“The formation of favorable conditions for investment is a cornerstone of
government policy, and it provides that
foreign investment should grow annually
and should reach $1 billion every year
beginning in 2003,” Mr. Yanukovych told
the investment council, a gathering of
Ukrainian and foreign businessmen and
diplomats that is chaired by President
Leonid Kuchma.
The prime minister said that his government is working steadfastly to complete the overhaul of the tax system to
make it more transparent and favorable
for investment, which would finally draw
the many foreign businesses waiting to
set up shop in the country.
Ukraine has drawn $1.6 billion in total
investments since the economy was
opened up after state independence in
1991 – a paltry sum when compared to
what its neighbors to the west have

received. Whereas Estonia, Hungary and
the Czech Republic have had foreign
investments totaling tens of billions of
dollars, which comes to a couple of thousand dollars per individual on a per capita basis, Ukraine’s per capita foreign
investment stands at $116.
While Mr. Yanukovych did not explain
specifically how he was going to assure a
flood of new direct foreign investment
into Ukraine, he said outside investment
in the country had increased in 2002 by
$797 million, which was substantial
growth and logically led to expectations
that the goal was attainable, especially
given the continued strong growth of the
Ukrainian economy. Thus far in 2003,
Ukraine’s GDP has stormed ahead by
another 7 percent on an annual basis,
making its expansion since 2000 about
21 percent.
Mr. Yanukovych noted that investment
from abroad continues to enter Ukraine
from many different countries – 114 in all
– with the United States, Great Britain,
the Netherlands, Russia, Germany,
Switzerland and Austria leading the pack
in that order in 2002 and accounting for
three-quarters of all foreign investment.
He pointed out that the largest amounts of
(Continued on page 18)

Dreams do come true: with a little help from diaspora, Kyiv prodigy gets his own violin
by Roman Woronowycz
Kyiv Press Bureau

KYIV – He was an unwilling recipient
at first – an introverted young prodigy
who could play his borrowed violin for
hours on Kyiv’s touristy Andriivskyi
Uzviz, but found it too difficult to show
up for a shopping excursion to buy him
some badly needed clothing. He could
excel at school, where he had been double promoted to the 10th grade, but could
barely find the words to put together a
sentence during a press conference.
Today Ihor Lobok has the violin he
wanted for so long and some small hope
that he will be able to achieve his
dreams. Hopefully, he also has gained
some sense that he is not alone, that there
are indeed people who are willing to sacrifice time and money to help those who
are less fortunate.
Asked whether he was happy with the
turn of events that ended with Ukrainian
Americans financing his new violin, the
young virtuoso could only whisper,
“Yes.”
Asked by a reporter during a press
conference on May 4 what he would like
to tell the benefactors of the instrument,
he barely forced out, “I would like to say
thank you,” tears streaming down his
cheeks and the traces of a smile on his

lips.
The plight of the painfully shy, slightly built, 14-year-old violinist with a good
deal of talent, which came to light in an
article on poverty in The Weekly issue of
March 30, evoked the compassion of
many who read the story about the
teenager’s desire to have his own violin.
The teenager was featured in the story
after he became one of the prize winners
in a special street musicians’ festival held
in Kyiv this past winter, titled “Songs of
the Underground,” which was organized
by the Union of Humanists in Ukraine.
Almost immediately, several individuals came forward and offered to pay for
the musical instrument of Ihor’s dreams.
One woman, preparing for a trip to the
North Pole, which was to take place
within a matter of days, said she was
ready to buy the violin. A person from
Palm Desert, Calif., contacted The
Weekly’s press bureau in Kyiv to offer to
help. Two others called the newspaper’s
main office in Parsippany, N.J. Still others from the Detroit area collected $340
from among themselves and friends. In
the end, these good hearts donated
$1,140 to pay for a violin and help the
boy realize his dreams.
People sharing Ihor’s plight can be
found in Detroit or New York, but his

Mykhailo Markiv/Kievskie Viedomosti

Roman Woronowycz of The Ukrainian Weekly presents a violin to Ihor Lobok, 14.

story is especially common in postSoviet Ukraine, where some 50 percent
of the country is considered to have a
standard of living that falls below the
poverty line.
Ihor’s father suffers from a chronic
disease and is unemployed, which had
already made life difficult for the young

boy and his older sister. Things took a
turn for the worse three years ago when
their mother fell ill with a terminal illness. The young man then took on the
role of breadwinner. With his musical
talent his only asset, he began to play a
violin on the streets of Kyiv.
(Continued on page 15)
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ANALYSIS

Fears grow that authorities
will rig 2004 elections in Ukraine
by Taras Kuzio
RFE/RL Newsline

To judge by the conduct of a recent
local election in Sumy in eastern
Ukraine, the authorities have refined and
improved the tactics first used to influence the outcome of last year’s parliamentary elections, according to both
Ukrainian opposition politicians and
media commentators. During recent visits to Canada and Berlin, Ukrainian
opposition leaders warned that if such
tactics are employed during the 2004
presidential ballot, the results will not be
fair. Those fears are shared by Ukraine’s
voters, 55 percent of whom do not
believe the 2004 elections will be free
and fair, according to a recent poll.
The OSCE’s Warsaw-based Office of
Democratic Institutions and Human
Rights (ODIHR), which will shortly
embark on preparations for monitoring
the presidential ballot, has also been
briefed on the authorities’ interference
during the local elections.
The 1994 and 1998 parliamentary
elections were considered relatively free
and fair, according to the OSCE. Fraud
and falsification were more widespread
during the 1999 presidential and 2002
parliamentary elections, reflecting the
consolidation of authoritarian executive
and oligarchic power.
The first time the Ukrainian authorities resorted to the large-scale de-registering of candidates was during the
March 2002 parliamentary elections and
elections to the Crimean Parliament. The
OSCE final report on the 2002 Ukrainian
parliamentary elections noted that 40
candidates were de-registered in the
week prior to the ballot. “These late decisions made an appeal to the courts problematic, if not impossible,” the OSCE
concluded.
In addition, the Crimean Election
Commission de-registered Crimean
Communist leader and Parliament
Chairman Leonid Hrach on February 25,
2002, because he allegedly filled out his
income declaration incorrectly. But the
CEC did not remove Mr. Hrach’s name
from the Communist Party of Ukraine
(CPU) list in the national parliamentary
elections. That discrepancy led many to
conclude that Mr. Hrach’s exclusion
from the Crimea ballot was politically
motivated. The Crimean Appeals Court
rejected Mr. Hrach’s complaint at his
exclusion from the Crimea ballot only on
March 29, 2002, just two days before the
elections, when it was too late to reverse
the decision in the courts.
With Mr. Hrach out of the way, the
pro-presidential “party of power” in the
Crimea, the National Democratic Party
(NDP), which since 1998 had controlled
the Crimean government, was able to
expand its control to encompass the
Crimean Supreme Soviet, which Mr.
Hrach had chaired until then. This mirrored a similar strategy in Kyiv, where
the “party of power” also took control of
all institutions after the elections.
The same ploy of stripping candidates
of their registration at the last minute was
used during the Sumy election last month
when the joint opposition candidate,
Dr. Taras Kuzio is a resident fellow at
the Center for Russian and East
European Studies, University of Toronto,
and a visiting fellow at the Institute for
Security Studies – EU, Paris.

Serhii Klochko, was accused of not properly declaring a miniscule donation and
allegedly not providing a truthful biography. The Committee of Voters of Ukraine
described this decision as “politically
motivated.”
As in the case of Mr. Grach in 2002,
when a decision is made to remove a
candidate the authorities produce the
necessary financial “evidence” to disqualify him. In a country where half the
GDP has been produced in the shadow
economy since the 1990s, most
Ukrainians have been forced to survive
by not necessarily always following the
law. As to items “presented wrongly” on
a biography, these can be interpreted in
different ways by the candidate and the
authorities.
The Ukrainian opposition fears that
former Prime Minister and Our Ukraine
Chairman Viktor Yushchenko could also
be disqualified on “minor technical
grounds” days before the October 2004
elections. This would leave the field
open to a repeat of the 1999 presidential
elections where the “party of power”
faced the CPU in the second round. In
1999 the unpopular “party of power” (in
the person of incumbent President
Leonid Kuchma) won because of the
large number of negative votes against
CPU Chairman Petro Symonenko.
Of the four opposition groups –
Yushchenko’s Our Ukraine, the Yulia
Tymoshenko Bloc, Oleksander Moroz’s
Socialists, and the KPU — only the first
three have tentatively agreed to unite
behind one candidate (Yushchenko) for
the 2004 elections. The CPU and Our
Ukraine are mutually hostile and Mr.
Symonenko is on record as stating he
will stand as the CPU’s candidate in
2004.
The authorities fear a united opposition candidate and would prefer that the
leaders of all four opposition groups
stand individually in the 2004 elections
to split the opposition vote. If Mr.
Yushchenko stands as a united nonCommunist candidate (backed by Mr.
Moroz and Mr. Tymoshenko), he would
be guaranteed to enter the second round
and would be unopposed in western, central and northern Ukraine. The “party of
power” candidate would then have a difficult task of beating Mr. Symonenko
(the CPU vote averages 15 to 20 percent)
to make it to the second round.
In the Sumy mayoral election on May
18, joint opposition candidate Mr.
Klochko, whom pre-election polls found
to be the favorite, was de-registered two
days before the election. The reason
given was not declaring a minuscule
donation of 50 hrv ($10) to the Sumy
Social Fund in Defense of Youth. Mr.
Klochko’s de-registration left the field
open for a victory by “party of power”
candidate Volodymyr Omelchenko, an
adviser to Sumy Oblast Chairman
Volodymyr Shcherban.
A video was distributed prior to the
Sumy election titled “The Bare Truth
About Oleksander Moroz,” which
alleged that the opposition candidate, Mr.
Klochko, also a Socialist, is a homosexual. Such discrediting tactics were used by
the KGB in the Soviet era against
Ukrainian and Armenian dissidents.
Commenting on the Sumy election, Mr.
Yushchenko characterized the present
Ukrainian leadership as “a bandit regime
that is not interested in transparent elec(Continued on page 14)
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Radio Liberty marks 50th anniversary

PRAGUE – Radio Free Europe/Radio
Liberty commemorated the 50th anniversary of broadcasts to the then-Soviet
Union with a series of events that culminated in a conference, “On Liberty,” in the
Czech capital on June 6. The discussion
focused on the relationship between liberty
and human rights, sovereignty, religion
and education, and the development of
civil society, the media and the Internet.
The conference, as well as an exhibition of
publications by RFE/RL authors and a
reception for current and former Radio
Liberty staff, took place at RFE/RL’s
Broadcast Operations Center in Prague.
Czech Foreign Minister Cyril Svoboda
delivered the keynote address. Other
speakers included former Russian
Parliament Chairman Ruslan Khasbulatov,
former Ukrainian Prime Minister Viktor
Yushchenko, and longtime Russian human
rights activist Liudmila Alekseeva. Radio
Liberation (later renamed Radio Liberty)
broadcasts in Russian, Tajik and Turkmen
began in Munich on March 1, 1953, and
were soon joined by broadcasts in many of
the region’s other native languages. Soviet
authorities jammed those broadcasts until
General Secretary Mikhail Gorbachev of
the Communist Party of the Soviet Union
ordered a halt to the jamming in
November 1988. (RFE/RL Newsline)
Lazarenko wanted back in Ukraine

KYIV – Ukrainian authorities want to
put former Prime Minister Pavlo
Lazarenko on trial, including on murder
charges, after a U.S. court hands down its
verdict in an ongoing money-laundering
case against him, Interfax reported on
June 9, quoting Procurator General
Sviatoslav Piskun. “The Ukrainian side
hopes that Lazarenko can be transferred
to Ukraine,” Mr. Piskun said. “The
Lazarenko case is the biggest [criminal
case] in the history of Ukraine’s history
and, perhaps, of the world. It [fills] 6,500
volumes.” Mr. Lazarenko, Ukraine’s
prime minister in 1996-1997, is in custody in California facing trial for laundering $114 million through U.S. banks.
(RFE/RL Newsline)
Peacekeepers to be deployed by August

KYIV – Ukrainian National Security
and Defense Council Secretary Yevhen
Marchuk told journalists on June 7 that the
formation and training of a Ukrainian contingent of peacekeepers intended for the
Polish-led stabilization force in Iraq will be
completed by mid-July, Interfax reported.
Mr. Marchuk added that the entire contingent will be in Iraq by mid-August. Last
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week, the Verkhovna Rada endorsed the
deployment of up to 1,800 Ukrainian
peacekeepers for Iraq. Borys Andresiuk,
deputy head of the parliamentary
Committee for National Security and
Defense, said last week that Ukrainian military personnel in Iraq will be paid $1,000$1,500 per month. (RFE/RL Newsline)
President confers with Rada leaders

KYIV – President Leonid Kuchma
met with leaders of parliamentary groups
on June 10 to exchange opinions about
the constitutional-reform bill he submitted to the Verkhovna Rada in March,
Interfax and the Ukrainska Pravda website reported. Mr. Kuchma reportedly
suggested that he is prepared to back
down on his proposals to introduce a
bicameral legislature, reduce the number
of legislators and adopt laws directly via
referendums. Yulia Tymoshenko, who
heads the eponymous political bloc, told
journalists after the meeting that
President Kuchma failed to respond to
her questions on whether he will support
a fully proportional parliamentary election law and withdraw his proposal to
hold presidential, parliamentary and local
elections in the same year, as well as
whether he will run for a third term as
president. Socialist Party Chairman
Oleksander Moroz and Our Ukraine
leader Viktor Yushchenko spoke against
the idea of holding presidential, parliamentary and local elections in the same
year. “I want to declare that the next
presidential election will take place on
the last Sunday in October 2004,” Mr.
Kuchma said in summing up the meeting. (RFE/RL Newsline)
Prosecutors restart case against Yulia

KYIV – The Procurator General’s
Office resumed its investigation on June
10 into a criminal case involving opposition leader Yulia Tymoshenko and four
former executives of United Energy
Systems (UES) of Ukraine, which Ms.
Tymoshenko headed in 1995-1997,
Interfax reported. The Kyiv Appeals Court
ruled in May to close all criminal cases
launched by the Procurator General’s
Office against the five, but the Supreme
Court annulled this ruling on June 10.
Prosecutors accuse Ms. Tymoshenko, her
husband, father-in-law, and two other
UES colleagues of misappropriating state
funds. (RFE/RL Newsline)
Kuchma sacks environmental minister

KYIV – President Leonid Kuchma
dismissed Environment and Natural
(Continued on page 16)
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FOR THE RECORD: Yushchenko at Toronto press conference

Following is a partial transcript of
Viktor Yushchenko’s press conference
with the Ukrainian media in Toronto on
May 13. (The transcript and translation
were prepared by Oksana Zakydalsky.)
Could you comment on the political
dialogue of Our Ukraine with the
Communist Party.

The political situation in Ukraine is
very complex. At the present time we
assess other political entities according to
their stance vis-à-vis the current regime.
Our Ukraine, as well as the Communist
Party, the Moroz Socialists and the Yulia
Tymoshenko bloc all regard the change of
the current regime as the most important
question to be tackled. Together we are
working towards our immediate goal: a
change in the political system. As far as
our vision of the future of Ukraine, especially regarding economic change and
economic development, our visions
differ.
Are there differences between the
political reforms proposed by Our
Ukraine and those proposed by the
president?

In May of this year Our Ukraine proposed a set of political reforms which
include the following: fully proportional
party electoral system, a unicameral
Parliament, a law on the presidency, the
government and the procurator-general,
etc. To make these reforms effective, we
believe some steps are necessary: first of
all, the regime must bear responsibility
for its actions and guarantee the rule of
law; secondly, the Verkhovna Rada
should start working on developing laws
necessary for the reforms; and thirdly, the
parliamentary majority, together with the

government should take on responsibility
for the implementation of the government program. Finally, the necessary
changes should be made to the
Constitution – but this should be the last
step, not the first. These are our proposals.
The president, however, wants to postpone elections to 2006 in order to have
elections at all levels held at the same
time; he wants a referendum to change
the system of government; he wants
Parliament to become a bicameral body,
etc. Many of the proposed presidential
reforms are against the Constitution of
Ukraine. But, above all, the reforms proposed by the president attest to the fact
that he seeks to keep power in the hands
of the current regime.

Is it possible that there will be a
compromise between the regime and
the opposition, and that a regime
change similar to the one that happened in Russia with President Boris
Yeltsin and Vladimir Putin will take
place in Ukraine?
No such compromise can work in
Ukraine today. We must make the regime
understand that only transparent and
democratic elections can change the
political, economic and social situation in
Ukraine. We will never retreat from
ensuring a democratic and legal transition of power.

Will the opposition be able to propose a single presidential candidate in
the next elections?

It was because of the lack of consolidation on a national level that the democratic forces were not totally successful
in previous elections. The regime is

working to make sure no such consolidation takes place by bringing up various
divisive issues such as the language
question, religious differences, the status
of UPA Ukrainian Insurgent Army, the
integration of Ukraine into either the
East or the West, etc. This is all done to
ensure that no consolidated vision of
Ukraine’s development emerges among
the democratic forces and so increases
the chances for another victory for the
present regime. One guarantee of success
in the next presidential elections will be
for us to have a united political platform

tralize such tactics?

We have already begun to prepare for
the elections. We do not doubt that the
regime will use all the weapons at its disposal – it can’t win otherwise. In order to
neutralize their thrust, we need to counterattack and, most importantly, assure
our access to the media. We need to
bring onside dozens of regional papers
willing to put our message out. We are
even considering having our own TV
channel.
Important as well will be control over

It was because of the lack of consolidation
on a national level that the democratic
forces were not totally successful in previous
elections. The regime is working to make
sure no such consolidation takes place...
and a single candidate and secondly, to
have a select, professional and experienced team, dedicated to a vision of a
democratic Ukraine.
The recent parliamentary elections
showed that the regime is not interested in transparent democratic elections.
For the presidential elections, the
regime will have at its disposal an
arsenal of “dirty tricks” – harassment
of public workers, bribery, falsifications, administrative pressure, denial
of access to the mass media. What is
Our Ukraine doing to foretell and neu-

the local electoral committees that are
already being formed by representatives
of the presidential administrations. We
are working with various political partners and diplomatic institutions of many
countries, to organize the training of
thousands of electoral observers who will
be able to deal decisively and professionally with any violations during the elections. We also hope to provide training
for observers from other countries. This
is a huge and expensive program and is
(Continued on page 14)

Campaign mounts to erect D.C. monument to Famine-Genocide
by Markian Dobczansky

Ukrainian National Information Service

WASHINGTON – Sometimes a few
letters can make a big impression. A lot
of letters can make an even bigger one.
The campaign to build a memorial in
Washington, dedicated to the victims of
the Ukrainian Famine-Genocide of 19321933, received a boost when letters written to Rep. Sander Levin (D-Mich.), cochair of the Congressional Ukrainian
Caucus, in support of such a project were
presented at a hearing before the National
Capital Memorial Commission of the
National Park Service.
The commission met to consider H.R.
591, sponsored by Rep. Levin, which
would provide federal land for the
Ukrainian American community to build
a monument memorializing the over 7
million victims of the Ukrainian FamineGenocide.
Testifying before the commission were
David Ettinger, legislative assistant in
Rep. Levin’s office; Michael Sawkiw Jr.,
president of the Ukrainian Congress
Committee of America; and Volodymyr
Yatsenkivskyi, deputy chief of mission
(DCM) at the Embassy of Ukraine. The
commission comprises representatives
from the District of Columbia mayor’s
office, the Commission on Fine Arts and
the American Battle Monuments
Commission, among others.
John Parsons, chairman of the
National Capital Memorial Commission,
brought the meeting to order promptly at
1 p.m. The Famine-Genocide memorial
was the first item on the agenda and was
introduced by the chairman of the commission, who remarked that there had
been “a lot of letters related to this issue.”
Representing Rep. Levin’s office, Mr.

Ettinger began the presentation by supplying members of the commission with
copies of the congressman’s prepared testimony before calling Mr. Sawkiw and
Mr. Yatsenkivskyi as witnesses.
Rep. Levin’s testimony called the
Famine-Genocide “a political weapon
[used] to destroy Ukrainian aspirations
for independence.” It also excerpted a letter written by Dr. Walter Lyzhohub of
Redford Township, Mich., which was
received by the congressman’s office
some time before he officially introduced
the bill in January of this year. Dr.
Lyzhohub’s letter thanks Rep. Levin for
his earnest efforts in promoting this issue
and stresses the fact that the FamineGenocide was created to “undermine
[the] freedom-loving Ukrainian nation.”
Continuing in his written testimony,
Rep. Levin, who had planned to attend
the hearing but was called to a vote in the
House of Representatives at the time,
went on to state: “Only through remembrance and recognition can we stop such
acts of senseless cruelty and violence
against humankind from happening
again.”
Next to testify was Mr. Sawkiw, who
spoke on behalf of the Ukrainian
American community in his capacity as
president of the Ukrainian Congress
Committee of America, which has been
working side-by-side with Rep. Levin in
initiating this project. The UCCA president gave a history of the FamineGenocide, and a description of Ukrainian
American relief efforts at that time, and
concluded by calling upon members of
the commission to give their approval to
a monument that would “serve as not
only a memorial to those who perished
but also as a tool to help educate the

global community about such heinous
crimes.”
Mr. Sawkiw called attention to the fact
that the world knows very little about this
crime against humanity, mentioning the
case of The New York Times correspondent Walter Duranty, who assisted the
Soviet regime in covering up the death of
7 million to 10 million people. “Duranty’s
dispatches,” stated Mr. Sawkiw, “may
have influenced the U.S. government’s
formal recognition of the Soviet Union in
1933 – at the height of the FamineGenocide. This official recognition sanctioned Stalin’s repressive regime, which
led to decades of continued brutality and
the slaughter of untold millions.”
The UCCA president also pointed out
that Ukrainian Americans were instrumental in establishing the U.S.
Commission on the Ukraine Famine,
which was the first official American
recognition of the Great Famine of 19321933 as a genocide.
Mr. Sawkiw then introduced Mr.
Yatsenkivskyi, deputy chief of mission at
the Embassy of Ukraine, who testified on
behalf of the Ukrainian government. His
statement provided emotional impact as it
focused attention on the horrible sufferings of Ukrainians during the FamineGenocide, referring to it as a “dark page
of our nation’s history.” Mr.
Yatsenkivskyi summarized by saying,
“Building a Famine-Genocide monument
would be an act of justice.” The deputy
chief of mission also paused to express
the gratitude with which the Ukrainian
people would greet such a memorial. He
acknowledged the achievements of the
Ukrainian American community in similar matters, specifically mentioning the
monument to poet Taras Shevchenko in

Washington, which was built on their initiative in 1964.
These testimonies were taken into
account by the commission, which did
not immediately release its findings to
the public. Included with the testimonies
were letters from various Ukrainian
Americans organizations, as well as
Ukrainian government officials and leaders of the Ukrainian Catholic and
Orthodox Churches.
Letters were received from Patriarch
Lubomyr Husar and Metropolitan Stefan
Soroka of the Ukrainian Greek Catholic
Church, of which Metropolitan Soroka
declared that the memorial “will boldly
reflect this nation’s commitment to freedom and democracy for all peoples and
all nations.”
The Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the
U.S.A. and the Ukrainian Orthodox
League of America also sent in letters, as
did Patriarch Filaret of the Ukrainian
Orthodox Church – Kyiv Patriarchate,
who stated that the proposed monument
in Washington would “facilitate friendship between the Ukrainian and
American people.”
The Shevchenko Scientific Society,
which has held three scholarly conferences on the Famine-Genocide, called it a
“monstrous example of man’s inhumanity
to man.” Support for the measure was
expressed also by the Ukrainian National
Association, the Organization for the
Defense of Lemkivschyna, the United
Ukrainian American Relief Committee,
the Organization for the Defense of Four
Freedoms for Ukraine, Plast Ukrainian
Scouting Organization and the Ukrainian
American Youth Association (SUM).
Media organizations were represented by
(Continued on page 19)

Help Us Help the Children project
celebrates 10 years of achievement
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TORONTO – A very special evening
for the Children of Chornobyl Canadian
Fund and its largest project, Help Us
Help The Children, too, place on May 10.
more than 500 volunteers and supporters
of HUHTC gathered in the Barbara Frum
Atrium of the Canadian Broadcasting
Center in Toronto to celebrate 10 years of
hard work and achievement.
The evening was filled with drama and
excitement with many of the organization’s key benefactors in attendance.
Among them was Eugene Melnyk, newly
minted owner of the National Hockey
League’s Ottawa Senators. Mr. Melnyk
left the Senators’ game in overtime to fly
from Ottawa to Toronto to address the
gathering. Also in attendance was Viktor

Yushchenko, former prime minister of
Ukraine and leading contender in the
upcoming presidential elections. Mr.
Yushchenko had re-arranged his travel
plans for a weeklong visit to Canada,
arriving a day earlier to attend the
HUHTC gala. Jim and Louise Temerty,
also generous benefactors of the project,
took time out from their fundraising
activities for the Royal Ontario Museum
to assist in the organization of the event.
Under the soaring 10-story atrium of
the Canadian Broadcasting Center, the
evening was launched with a moving
dance executed by the Arkan dancers
titled “Always One More,” choreographed especially for the gala by
Danovia Stechishen. The dance was
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Oksana Zakydalsky

The Yushchenkos, Viktor and Kateryna, with Larry Melnyk (right) at the gala
celebrating the 10th anniversary of Help Us Help the Children.

The Ukrainian Weekly Press Fund: April 2003

Amount Name
$200.00 Oksana Zakydalsky
(for Kyiv Press Bureau)
$100.00 Melania Banach
Ada Kulyk
Orest Popovych
$55.00 Dorothy Chupa
Ihor Hayda
I. Lushpynsky
Luba Nowak
Marta Pereyma
$50.00 Lydia Baltarowich
Katria Hadzewycz
Paul Kritsky
$45.00 Anastasia Craig
Stephen Matkowsky
Wolodymyr Mohuchy
Wolodymyr Pylyshenko
Stephan Stecura
$36.00 Lee and Lesia Cady
$30.00 Alexander Jakubowycz
M. Omelan
Roman Petryshyn
O. and L. Polon
Roman Procyk
$25.00 Modest Artymiw
Paul Dzul
Danya Grunyk
Martha Jarosz
Alex James Kachmar
Roman Kucil
George Mutlos
Helen Petryshyn
John Pluta
Peter and Olga Prychka
R. and H. Ratycz
Bohdan Shebunchak
Orest and Judy Tataryn
Ulana BaranskyBendixon
Roxana Wolosenko
$20.00 Olga Ariza
Ihor Bilynsky
Mary Bodnar
Oleh Boraczok
W. Cetenko
Jaroslaw and Katria
Czerwoniak
Walter Gerent
Oksana and Bohdan
Kuzyszyn
John Kytasty
Vera Levytska
Taras Nowosiwsky
Vera Sendzik
Mary Tershakovec
Hanna Zyruk
$15.00 Roman Bohonowych
Eustachiy Derzko
Bohdan Hryshchyshyn
Steve Kohut
William Lypowy
Olha Matula
Maryann Mysyshyn
Ada Osinchuk
Alexander Pryshlak
Mary Scebelo
Alexander and Zynowia
Serafyn
Walter Simkiw
Ihor Sochan
Larissa Stakhiv
Marie Zarycky
$10.00 John Bodnar
Dmytro Bodnarczuk
Andrij Buhel

City
Toronto, Ontario

Woodbridge, N.J.
Washington, D.C.
Howell, N.J.
Briarwood, N.Y.
Easton, Conn.
Mount Prospect, Ill.
Chicago, Ill.
Dulles, Va.
Warren, Mich.
Hartford, Conn.
Vienna, Va.
Edina, Minn.
Rochester, N.Y.
Newark, N.J.
Rochester, N.Y
Parma, Ohio
Phoenix, Ariz.
Brecksville, Ohio
Philadelphia, Pa.
Edmonton, Alberta
Penn Yan, N.Y.
Huntingdon Valley, Pa.
Philadelphia, Pa.
Grosse Pointe, Mich.
Naperville, Ill.
Kinnelon, N.J.
Sacramento, Calif.
Rochester, N.Y.
Hicksville, N.Y.
Sarasota, Fla.
Wallingford, Pa.
Stratford, N.J.
Edison, N.J.
Roseland, N.J.
San Jose, Calif.

Chicago, Ill.
Walnut Creek, Calif.
Miami, Fla.
Philadelphia, Pa.
New York, N.Y.
Sun Prairie, Wis.
Venice, Fla.

Jackson Heights, N.Y.
West Hartford, Conn.
Fords, N.J.
Levonia, Mich.
New York, N.Y.
Devon, Pa.
Trenton, N.J.
Millburn, N.J.
Wilmington, Del.
Kerhonkson, N.Y.
Lorton, Va.
Bethel Park, Pa.
Warren, Mich.
Ringwood, N.J.
Rockville, Md.
Springfield, Mass.
Fort Wayne, Ind.
Wethersfield, Conn.
Lansing, Ill.

Troy, Mich.
Philadelphia, Pa.
Woodcliff Lake, N.J.
Waldwick, N.J.
Warren, Mich.
West Hartford, Conn.
Albuquerque, N.M.
Mississauga, Ontario

$8.00
$5.00

M. Chepesuik
Anna Chopek
Jaroslaw Chypak
Leo Cionka
Roman Ferencevych
J. Geleta
Stefan Glut
Wasyl Grunyk
Areta Halibey
Iryna Harmaty
Walter Hoszko
George Huk
Petro Hursky
Wolodymyr Janusz
Anne Kalynowycz
Andrew Keybida
Russell Kolody
Petro Kulynych
Natalie Leskin
Joseph Luczka
Anna Maksymowich
Wasyl Maruszczak
Eugene Moroz
Gerald Nestor
J. Oceretko
Katharine Onufryk
Irene Rishko
Joseph Sachno
John Seleman
M. Tataryn
Paul Wacek
Martha Wiegand
Samuel Wilchacky
Max Barelka
Steve Andrusyszyn
William Balko
Oksana Bereznycka
Ihor and Alla Cherney
Wasil and Eleanor
Chmilak
Cecilia Debaylo
John Dytiuk
George Forys
Roman and Mera Hrabec
L. Husak
Elsie Jaremko
Myron Jarosewych
Merle and Bonnie
Jurkiewicz
Mykola Leskiw
Nick Lewczyk
Stefan Maksymczuk
Nicholas Marushka
Alice Moskal
Michael and Roma
O’Hara
Ihor Pacholuk
Jaroslaw Sawka
Dmytro Sich
Roman Slysh
Theophil Staruch
Oksana Sydorak
Alex Szendiuch
Michael Trenza
Michael Turko
Bohdan Zelechiwsky

TOTAL: $2,729.00
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Toronto, Ontario
Los Alamos, N.M.
Wayne, N.J.
Warren, Mich.
Alexandria, Va.
College Park, Md.
Flanders, N.J.
Shelby Township, Mich.
Westchester, Ill.
Richmond Hill, N.Y.
Piscataway, N.J.
Clifton, N.J.
Cheltenham, Pa.
Philadelphia, Pa.
Jersey City, N.J.
Maplewood, N.J.
Troy, N.Y.
Yonkers, N.Y.
Lakewood, Ohio
Hartford, Conn.
Cooper City, Fla.
Clifton, N.J.
Concord, Mass.
Longwood, Fla.
New York, N.Y.
Fairport, N.Y.
Bridgewater, N.J.
Lookout Mountain, Ga.
East Hartford, Conn.
Warren, Mich.
Makoti, N.D.
Cleveland, Ohio
Mount Carmel, Pa.
Chandler, Ariz.
Syracuse, N.Y.
West Milford, N.J.
Buffalo, N.Y.
Oradell, N.J.

Parma, Ohio
North Plainfield, N.J.
Wethersfield, Conn.
Leetsdale, Pa.
Parma, Ohio
Davie, Fla.
Buffalo, N.Y.
Downers Grove, Ill.
Toledo, Ohio
Philadelphia, Pa.
Depew, N.Y.
Jersey City, N.J.
Chicago, Ill.
Spring Valley, N.Y.

immediately followed by the prayer “Bohorodytse
Divo” sung by Olenka Slywynska, accompanied by
Daria Filip, both volunteers of the project. Bishop
Cornelius Pasichny blessed the meal.
The evening’s program featured addresses by the
three key supporters of the project, Messrs. Temerty,
Melnyk and Yushchenko, as well as greetings from the
federal and municipal governments.
A brief video, prepared for the evening by Ihor Krut,
highlighted the past 10 years of the project’s work.
Scenes depicting the delivery of humanitarian aid, the
organization of summer camps, and the provision of
medical and dental services to the orphans and abandoned children in Ukraine, gave the audience a good
overview of the complex and multi-faceted work of the
organization. The video also included scenes of students
participating in HUHTC’s recently established scholarship program.
The gala featured a surprise guest, Milya
Mashkovtseva, one of the orphans under HUHTC’s care
since 1997, who was flown in from Ukraine especially
for the event. Ms. Mashkovtseva is now 20 years old,
has completed her post-secondary education and is
studying to become a lawyer. She speaks both English
and Ukrainian, is engaged to be married and, in an
effort to reciprocate, now volunteers with HUHTC in
Ukraine. She is one of HUHTC’s many success stories.
She addressed the audience on behalf of the thousands
of orphans assisted to express gratitude and appreciation.
The keynote speaker of the evening was Victor
Malarek, a prize-winning journalist and author, wellknown to audiences as one of the hosts of the CBC program “The Fifth Estate.” Mr. Malarek delivered a moving speech about the plight of young women in Ukraine
and other parts of Eastern Europe who often turn to
prostitution as a way of making a living. Many of these
young women, “the Natashas” of Europe, are the products of orphanages who, upon leaving the institutional
setting, find prostitution as the only alternative for supporting themselves. Mr. Malarek’s book on, the
Natashas, is due out this summer.
A major element of the evening’s rich and varied pro(Continued on page 14)

Long Island City, N.Y.
Burlingame, Calif.
Sterling Heights, Mich.
Alfred Station, N.Y.
Raleigh, N.C.
Alexandria, Va.
Hillsborough, Calif.
Rocky Hill, Conn.
Carle Place, N.Y.
Ford City, Pa.
Bethlehem, Pa.

Sincere thanks to all contributors
to The Ukrainian Weekly Press Fund.

The Ukrainian Weekly Press Fund is the
sole fund dedicated exclusively to supporting
the work of this publication.

Jim Temerty addresses the banquet audience.
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Report of the Auditing Committee of the Ukrainian National Association

The Auditing Committee, in accordance with the UNA By-Laws, on May 28-30,
2003, conducted a review of the operations of the Ukrainian National Association for
the 12 months of 2002. The previous audit was conducted on November 19-21, 2002.
The Auditing Committee’s plan of action consisted of reviewing the implementation
of resolutions of the 35th Convention of the UNA, the activity of the financial and
organizing departments, UNA publications, and the administrative and financial state
of the UNA resort Soyuzivka, and other matters. As a result of its review, the Auditing
Committee reports the following.
1. Resolutions of the 35th Convention of the UNA

The convention adopted a series of resolutions on which the Executive Committee
is working. In its previous report the committee noted the resolutions already implemented. At present there is a series of resolutions whose implementation has been
postponed due to concrete reasons. Future reports of the committee will note any
changes in the status of these resolutions’ implementation.
2. Financial Department of the UNA

For the 12 months of 2002, the UNA’s operating losses totaled $834,000 in comparison with profit of $365,000 in 2001.
The UNA Corporate Headquarters became profitable by $274,000, a sum greater
by $190,000 than in the previous year.
The drop in the value of the Canadian dollar and the value of market investments as
of the end of 2002 caused a decrease in the UNA’s reserves (surplus) of $258,000 and
$438,000, respectively.
It is worth noting that during the first three months of 2003 the operating profit of
the UNA totaled $90,000 and its reserves increased by $502,000.
The UNA’s finances were reviewed for 2002 by independent public auditors. The
report of their audit was not yet published at the time of our audit.
In addition, auditors of the State of New Jersey have been conducting a review of
the UNA’s activity over the past four years. This audit will last for several more
weeks. The Auditing Committee later this year will review the results of both aforementioned audits.
The Auditing Committee informed the chairperson of the UNA Convention
Committee in Chicago that his report on the finances of the 35th convention are not
clear and complete. We await an answer.
The Auditing Committee reviewed a list of payments due for advertisements in our
publications. It became evident that there are unpaid debts covering a period of one
year or more and totaling $35,000. The committee recommends increasing efforts to
collect these debts and to improve the systematic collection of payments due.

decrease in the number of subscribers and advertisers of both papers. In accordance
with the budget for 2002, the deficit of both publications should not exceed $125,000.
5. Soyuzivka

During 2002, losses related to Soyuzivka’s activity totaled $720,000. In 2001 losses were $66,000 less. Despite the fact that expenses decreased by $64,600, income
was less by $130,000.
The 35th Convention established a committee to improve Soyuzivka. The goal of the
committee is to halt the need for cash allocations to the UNA resort and at the same time
keep the resort in Ukrainian hands, if possible. The Executive Committee was directed to
support the activity of the Soyuzivka committee for one year with appropriate funding.
The Executive Committee constantly informs the Soyuzivka committee about its
work relating to Soyuzivka. Nonetheless, to date it has not received any directives
from the Soyuzivka committee.
The Executive Committee has implemented certain improvements at Soyuzivka,
including personnel changes. They also invited a group of specialists to work with the
UNA, and they continue to work with these specialists on further improvements and
changes for the benefit of clients and Soyuzivka. It should be noted that these specialists are working pro bono.
The Executive Committee sent a strategic business plan for the 2003-2005 period
to the insurance authorities of the State of New Jersey. This plan details projections
not only for the UNA as a whole, but for its various operations, including Soyuzivka.
The plan will be discussed at a meeting with state officials in June.
The Executive Committee is endeavoring to persuade state officials that the existence of Soyuzivka is tightly interwoven with the future of the UNA and that the proposed plans for Soyuzivka will make it less deficit-producing.
6. Miscellaneous

The audit did not reveal any claims or lawsuits against the UNA.

For the Auditing Committee:

Dr. Zenon Holubec, chairman
Yaroslav Zaviysky, vice-chairman
Dr. Alexander Serafyn, secretary

(Translated by The Ukrainian Weekly)

3. Organizing Department of the UNA

In accordance with statistical data, during 2002, 384 new policies for $7,972,000 of
insurance were sold. Among these are 16 policies sold in Canada for the sum of
$210,000. During the same period, however, the total number of active policies
decreased by 2,237. In view of the beneficial interest rate, the UNA gained 64 annuities accounts for a sum of $1,493,000. As of the end of 2002, the UNA had 43,055
active policies for total insurance in force of $138,911,000.
Evaluating the work of individual districts and branch secretaries, we note that the
Northern New Jersey District enrolled the highest number of members, that is 85, insured for
a sum of $2,594,000. The chairman of this district is UNA Advisor Eugene Oscislawski.
Second place was taken by the Philadelphia District, which enrolled 61 new members
insured for a sum of $860,000. The chairman of the district is Advisor Stefan Hawrysz. Third
place in the enrollment of new members was taken by the Albany District, which gained 41
new members insured for $1,000,000. The chairman of the district is Nicholas Fil.
Among secretaries, commendations and thanks are due to Lubov Streletsky, who enrolled
24 new members insured for $444,000 into Branch 10, thus earning first place. Second place
was taken by Christine Brodyn, who enrolled 17 new members insured for $249,000, and
third by Stefan Hawrysz, who enrolled 16 new members insured for $217,000.
In November of 2002, the UNA signed a contract with Western Catholic Union which
will cooperate with us in the fields of sales and marketing of UNA insurance products,
including direct mail advertising, holding of seminars and training of sales specialists.
4. UNA Publications: Svoboda and The Ukrainian Weekly

As of the end of 2002, the number of Svoboda subscribers was 6,766; The
Ukrainian Weekly subscribers totaled 6,306. In comparison with the end of 2001, the
number of Svoboda subscribers decreased by 387, while the number of Weekly subscribers declined by 298
The deficit of both publications for 2002 was $252,000. For purposes of comparison, let us recall for 2001 it totaled $144,000. The reason for the larger deficit is the

CONGRATULATIONS AND BEST WISHES

On June 8, 2003, the UNA 35th Convention Committee,
under the leadership of Dr. Myron Kuropas, had a get-together
one year after the Ukrainian National Association convention,
which was held in Chicago on May 24-28, 2002.
The UNA Executive Committee would like to once again
express thanks and most sincere appreciation for a job well
done and a most successful UNA convention.
– The UNA Executive Committee

Andrew Nynka

The UNA Auditing Committee: (from left) Yaroslav Zaviysky, Dr. Zenon Holubec
and Dr. Alexander Serafyn.

Congratulations!
The Executive Committee of the Ukrainian National Association commends
its editor-in-chief, Roma Hadzewycz, and staff of The Ukrainian Weekly on
their success in increasing public awareness of the Great Famine of 19321933 in Ukraine and, most recently, on their relentless efforts with regard to
the campaign to revoke Walter Duranty’s 1932 Pulitzer Prize due to his
shameful and false coverage of the Famine.
We congratulate our editor Andrew Nynka, whose article in the May 25
issue of The Weekly, “Pulitzer Prize board begins review of Duranty’s award,”
has catapulted the issue to international attention. The article was picked up
by United Press International and has subsequently generated interest from
other major news and media sources. Soon thereafter, the Fox News
Channel interviewed Ms. Hadzewycz on the UNA premises.
The above illustrates the irreplaceable and important role that our publications play in bringing the issues that concern Ukrainians worldwide onto the
international forum.
We are proud of their accomplishment.
– The UNA Executive Committee
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Reaching around the globe

If ever there was proof that our community’s news media are important, it
came on June 2 when United Press International carried a major news commentary about Walter Duranty’s ill-gotten 1932 Pulitzer Prize and the campaign
organized by Ukrainian community organizations to strip The New York Times
correspondent of that prestigious award.
The commentary, written by Martin Sieff, identified as senior news analyst for
UPI – a news service whose reach extends across the globe – cited our newspaper
and our editorial staff member Andrew Nynka in its second paragraph and went on
to cite The Ukrainian Weekly’s May 25 news story several more times. And the article was read and published by other news media. We believe that it was that article
by Mr. Sieff, a well-respected international affairs correspondent and editor, as well
as a Pulitzer Prize nominee for international reporting, that prompted other news
media to pick up the story of the anti-Duranty campaign. Also important are websites, such as ones prepared by the Ukrainian Canadian Civil Liberties Association,
or another set up by a lone Ukrainian American, Markian Pelech, who has taken up
the cause; the Internet discussion groups, which attract countless numbers of people; and local newspapers, which can be contacted by local community activists. All
of these venues have exposed Duranty for the fraud that he was and have told the
public how a New York Times correspondent covered up a genocide.
Yes, perhaps we are patting ourselves on the back just a little bit (we’re proud to
play a part in this campaign), but at the same time we’re making an important point
for all our readers to understand: the reach of this newspaper extends far beyond its
paying subscribers. We have always told our readers and our correspondents that our
paper is influential because it is sent to all members of the U.S. Congress, as well as to
key administration officials; it is read by scholars, businesspeople, policymakers, etc.
Now, in the age of the Internet, this newspaper’s reach extends even farther as anyone
anywhere with Internet access can search the World Wide Web – and find the information we carry in our newspaper. Our website also contains previous years’ archives;
it has proven itself, again and again, to be an invaluable resource accessible to all.
And that, dear readers, is very much in keeping with our founding mission.
One of the key reasons this paper was founded in 1933 was to give a voice to
our community and our nation that could be heard (or more precisely, read) by
the English-speaking world. The difference today is that it can be read around
the world with just a few keystrokes. The Weekly was established in 1933 also to
tell the world the truth about what was then taking place in Ukraine – at the very
same time that the Durantys of the world were denying that a man-made famine
was raging and killing millions of our people. That is why for 70 years we have
written about the Great Famine, and why we continue to do so.
That is why for years we have argued that the Pulitzer Prize awarded to Walter
Duranty, who knowingly – and with premeditation – concealed one of the 20th
century’s most horrific genocides, should be relinquished by The New York
Times. And that is why today we continue the struggle for truth by arguing that,
if The Times cannot do what is right and just, The Pulitzer Prize board must step
in and revoke Duranty’s Pulitzer.
New on our website

In keeping with our mission, as of June 12, The Ukrainian Weekly’s official website (www.ukrweekly.com) includes a new special section titled “The campaign to
revoke Duranty’s 1932 Pulitzer.” The section now contains 20 articles: news stories,
editorials, commentaries, columns and press reviews from 2003, as well as years
past; it will be updated in keeping with news developments.

June

15

Turning the pages back...

While the campaign to revoke New York Times correspondent Walter Duranty’s Pulitzer Prize, awarded for his reporting from the Soviet Union, is currently in the news, it should
be noted that Duranty’s case – though by far the most egregious example – unfortunately, is not an isolated instance of reporting by American
journalists that has elicited criticism from the Ukrainian American community.
On June 15, 1957, The Ukrainian Weekly questioned the accuracy of a report from
Kyiv by New York Times correspondent William T. Jorden, which stated, “The farmers
of the [sic] Ukraine are determined to make good Nikita S. Khrushchev’s pledge that the
Soviet Union will soon produce as much wheat, milk and butter as the United States.”
Mr. Jorden reported that Krushchev’s pledge “has fired the imagination of
Ukrainian farmers.”
The Weekly complained: “The entire account by The Times correspondent of the
Ukrainian farmers backing Khrushchev’s pledge on higher output is written in such
glowing terms as to suggest that before it was cabled, it must have been beautifully
doctored by the censors.”
The Weekly goes on to argue that such widespread support and excitement surrounding the production increase was unlikely, since the collective farms resembled
slave labor camps. The Weekly claimed that the people worked from dawn until nightfall with harsh penalties for slowing the pace of work. They were compensated only
with a small plot of land and a daily salary of $1.50.
Furthermore, The Weekly notes, Khrushchev had been sent by Stalin to disband the
Ukrainian Politburo because it had allowed Ukrainian farmers to sabotage the Soviet
farming system. Given this, The Weekly felt it was unlikely that Khrushchev’s pledge
for increased production would have been met with unmitigated support.

1957

Source: “Ukrainian Farmers Reported to ‘Back Pledge’ of Khrushchev on Higher
Output,” The Ukrainian Weekly, June 15, 1957.
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FOR THE RECORD

Pulitzer Prize Board has the power
to admit Duranty’s unworthiness
Following is the text of a letter sent to
the Pulitzer Prize Board on May 12 by
Natalia Pylypiuk, associate professor
and associate chair for undergraduate
studies of the department of modern languages and cultural studies at the
University of Alberta in Edmonton. She
is also president of the Canadian
Association of Slavists.
Ladies and Gentlemen:

Seventy years ago, Anna Wlasenko, a
12-year-old girl from Kaharlyk (Kyiv
Oblast, Ukraine) was thrown into a mass
grave designated for those of her townsmen who had died of famine. The Soviet
officials in charge of collecting and
burying bodies did not think that the
child would make it, and thus were
ready to bury her alive. Thanks to the
kindness of a relative who gave up her
meagre savings to bribe the official in
charge, Anna was retrieved from the pit.
Unlike most of her relatives (and millions of her countrymen), Anna survived
the man-made famine of 1933. She subsequently lived through Stalin’s terror,
served as a nurse in the Soviet army,
became a prisoner of war in Stalag No.
13, was liberated, and then taken as a

slave laborer to Berlin. In short, history
was extremely brutal to her and her
entire generation.
One of the many unkind acts heaped
upon Anna and her coevals was the mendacity of Walter Duranty, a reporter for
The New York Times, who perpetrated
lies about the situation in the then USSR
and actively covered up the famine.
Duranty was awarded a Pulitzer Prize in
1932, at a time when the forced collectivization that had begun in 1929 was
already beginning to show its tragic
results.
The Committee on Pulitzer Prizes
has it in its power to revoke the prize
that should have never been awarded to
Mr. Duranty. I beseech the committee
to do so.
Anna Wlasenko is my mother. As my
family sits down in October to celebrate
her 82nd birthday and to commemorate
all those grandparents, uncles and aunts
who did not survive 1933, there could
be no greater gift than being able to
announce that, finally, Mr. Duranty’s
unworthiness has been acknowledged
by the Pulitzer Committee.
Sincerely yours,
Natalia Pylypiuk

ACTION ITEM

The Famine Monument in D.C.

Rep. Sander Levin (D-Mich.), co-chair of the Congressional Ukrainian Caucus,
introduced H.R. 591, a bill to erect a monument in Washington to the victims of the
Ukrainian Famine-Genocide of 1932-1933. The monument would be unveiled in
commemoration of the 75th anniversary of the Ukrainian Famine-Genocide in the
year 2008.
Ukrainian American community organizations, as well as the government of
Ukraine, have actively supported this bill. The Ukrainian National Information
Service (UNIS) received numerous letters of support addressed to the U.S. Congress
to serve as evidence of the overwhelming support of this bill. These letters were presented as part of the UCCA’s testimony before the National Park Service hearing in
May 2003.
Currently, 37 members of Congress have co-sponsored the Ukrainian FamineGenocide Memorial Bill. UNIS requests that Ukrainian Americans contact their representatives and urge them to co-sponsor this bill. It is extremely important that the
Ukrainian American community demonstrate support for this proposed legislation by
actively addressing their elected representatives. A sample letter follows for your convenience.
For further information readers may contact UNIS via phone, (202) 547-0018, or email, unis@ucca.org.
SAMPLE LETTER

The Honorable (Name)
U.S. House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515
Dear Representative (Name):

As a member of the Ukrainian American community, I was pleased to have learned
of H.R. 591, a bill introduced by Rep. Levin that would allocate a plot of federal land
in Washington, D.C., on which the Ukrainian American community would erect a
monument to the victims of the Ukrainian Famine-Genocide of 1932-1933.
This artificial famine was created by the Stalinist Communist regime, which mercilessly starved to death over 7 million Ukrainians, a quarter of Ukraine’s rural population. The Soviet regime intended to subjugate the Ukrainian nation through physical
elimination. However, the Ukrainian people continued to resist Communist oppression and, after 70 years of struggle, regained their freedom in 1991.
It is important that the memory of the innocent victims not vanish. Knowledge of
the horrors suffered by the Ukrainian nation at the hands of the Communists will
serve as a constant reminder that the free world cannot rest as long as oppressive
regimes exist. It is our duty to prevent similar genocides from ever again happening.
A monument to the victims of the Ukrainian Famine-Genocide in the capital of the
United States will demonstrate that our great nation has always fought, and will
always fight, for the oppressed.
I respectfully urge you to co-sponsor this bill and support its passage.
Sincerely,
(Your name)
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LETTER TO THE EDITOR

Diaspora’s support
is not unconditional
Dear Editor:

I read with great interest the recent article
by Yuri Shevchuk “Small solution, not grand
illusions: Harvard symposium focuses on
diaspora-Ukraine relationship” (May 25).
After 12 years of independence the relations
between the diaspora and Ukraine are indeed
changing, and to a much greater degree than
academicians at the Harvard Ukrainian
Research Institute (HURI) realize.
The uncritical and unconditional support
of the diaspora for the Ukrainian government is no longer there. This fact is fully
realized by the authorities (vlasti) in
Ukraine. Recently, they have initiated a
number of PR campaigns, so far unsuccessful, to improve their image. The newest
propaganda, the so called “News from
Ukraine,” is being issued by the presidential
administration and may be read on Brama
website. So far, it does not cut the mustard.
Wider circles of the informed diaspora
have realized for some time that there are
two distinct and different concepts of
Ukraine: the concept of Ukraine as the
Ukrainian people, and the concept of
Ukraine as the Ukrainian authorities or
government. These concepts represent
not the same reality, but vastly different
societal structures. And those differences
should be recognized in all discussions
related to Ukraine. I have not seen this
recognition yet in the pronouncements
by the professional academic gurus who
occupy so much printed space.
On the other hand, I recently had an
opportunity to observe the changing attitudes of the much broader spectrum of diaspora society towards Ukraine while attending a reunion of former students of the
Berchtesgaden gymnasium. The discussions
at the reunion, not surprisingly, also dealt
with diaspora-Ukraine relations. The recognition of the stratification of Ukrainian society into the people and “vlasti” segments
was there – and to a much greater degree
than is recognized in the academic circles.
There was also a much more hardnosed attitude toward the recent developments in Ukraine, such as the increasing
tempo of Russification and the continual
slide into the abyss of authoritarianism.
The bottom line is that, unless Ukraine’s
backsliding into abyss of totalitarianism is
arrested and the “vlasti” finally recognize
the importance of the rule of law and freedom of speech, and the overriding importance of civil rights – and rigorously protect them – they should not count on
unconditional support from the diaspora.
Ihor Lysyj
Austin, Texas

Weekly disseminates
facts about Famine
Dear Editor:

Thanks to The Weekly’s editorial staff
for an excellent work of journalism in
promulgating the facts surrounding the
falsification of truth in reference to the
Soviet government’s engineered famine
in Ukraine.
With today’s global media capabilities, our Ukrainian cause for ultimate
justice can be heard around the world
loud and clear.
Alexander Balaban
Roselle Park, N.J.

The letter writer is an elected official
of the Roselle Park Board of Education.

History Channel’s
“Land of the Tsars”
Dear Editor:

On Monday and Tuesday, May 26 and
27, the History Channel presented a twopart documentary: “Russia: Land of the
Tsars,” which I am sure many of our
readers watched.
In Part I the commentator constantly
confused Kyivan Rus’ with Russia, and
called Prince “Vladimir” (Volodymyr) a
Russian prince and “the most powerful
man of Rus’.” According to The History
Channel, Russia’s history began in the
late 10th century in Kyivan Rus’ and
“Russia was never a single country – the
Russian people were never a single race
but a nation of many nations.”
“The natives called the Vikings Rus’ ”
and “the land of Rus’ was Russia.” While
nothing was mentioned about Prince
Volodymyr’s other accomplishments, it
was said that “he met with Jews,
Muslims and Catholics to find one true
faith.” He and his people converted to
the Orthodox faith, which “united Russia
with religion.”
The program then spent considerable
time describing the squabble between
various princes, resulting in the horrible
death of Borys and “Gleb” (Hlib) at the
hands of their brother Sviatopolk. After
the invasion of the Mongols, and the
destruction and division of Rus’, the documentary continues about an “isolated
river outpost founded in the 12th century,
Moscow.” The film describes the cruel
reign of Russia’s tsars – Ivan I, Grand
Prince Dimitri, Ivan III, Ivan the
Terrible, etc., etc., ending the bloody
reign with the Romanov dynasty.
The Ukrainian city of Poltava was
mentioned only in connection with the
Battle of Poltava (1709) between
Swedish King Charles XII and Peter the
Great. What happened to Hetman Ivan
Mazepa who fought Peter the Great on
the side of King Charles? What happened to Kyivan Rus’ between the
Mongol invasion (1240) and the Battle
of Poltava (1709)?
Throughout the film there are commentaries by the following historians:
Simon Franklin (Clare College,
Cambridge University), Dominic Lieven
(London School of Economics), James
Heingen (Rowan University), Lawrence
Langer (University of Connecticut),
Richard Hellie (University of Chicago),
Jennifer Ryan Tischier (Dartmouth
College), John T. Alexander (University
of Kansas), Cynthia Whittaker (Baruch
College-CCNY) and Lindsay Hughes
(University College-London).
I feel that this documentary is full of
historical errors and that a correction
made by our historians and scholars, as
well as viewers, addressed to The
History Channel would be most beneficial. More information about this program is available at www.historychannel.com. Readers may also write to The
History Channel’s parent company: Arts
& Entertainment Network, 235 E. 45th
St., New York, NY 10017; telephone,
(212) 210-1400.
Oksana Kuzyszyn
Fords, N.J.

The Ukrainian Weekly welcomes letters
to the editor. Letters should be typed (double-spaced) and signed; they must be originals, not photocopies.
The daytime phone number and address
of the letter-writer must be given for verification purposes.
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Faces and Places
by Myron B. Kuropas

Ukrainian Righteous among the nations
In his recently published book “The
Righteous: The Unsung Heroes of the
Holocaust,” distinguished historian Sir
Martin Gilbert writes: “Yad Vashem has
recognized 1,755 Ukrainians – inhabitants
of present-day, post-Communist Ukraine –
as Righteous Among the Nations.”
Wow! Surely Ukrainians have reason to
celebrate, right? Wrong! In the very next
sentence Mr. Gilbert writes, “A far larger
number turned their weapons and their
venom against the Jews.”
Imagine that! At great risk to their own
and their family’s lives – the penalty for
saving Jews was death – almost 2,000
Ukrainians that we know of sheltered Jews
during the Holocaust but at the same time,
more, far more, murdered Jews. How
many more? Hundreds more? Thousands
more? Mr. Gilbert doesn’t say. Thus, in the
same breath, he conveniently wipes out the
incredibly heroic deeds of righteous
Ukrainians by trotting out the old odium of
Ukrainian Jew-killers.
Mr. Gilbert “recognizes” other groups
as well. He mentions a certain Edgar Gold
whose father had told him “that the
Germans could not have done what they
did without the assistance of their
Ukrainian, Polish, Estonian, Latvian
Lithuanian, Hungarian and Croatian
“helpers.” Furthermore the round-up of
Jews in France, the Netherlands, Belgium,
Italy, Greece, Hungary, Yugoslavia and
even Norway, would not have been so
“successful” without significant local
“help.” And lest we forget: “My father also
mentioned that the cruelty and bestiality of
Ukrainians and Baltic states’ concentration
camp guards often far surpassed the cold,
calculating cruelty of the Germans.”
Let me see if I got this right. Hitler and
the Nazis created the Final Solution, established the Einsatzgruppen, and butchered 6
million Jews, but the Ukrainians and Balts
were worse than the Germans. Authority?
Edgar Gold’s father!
Even as Mr. Gilbert pays homage to the
thousands of Gentiles who risked life and
limb for Jews, Jews they very often didn’t
even know, he suggests that we should
temper our admiration with the knowledge
that others of the same nationality were
cruel and bestial. The question that haunts
the author throughout the book is: how
many more Jews might have been saved
had more people been prepared to take the
risk of helping them. The question that
haunts me is: how many Ukrainians and
Gentiles sheltered Jews that we don’t know
about? How many were caught helping
Jews and were summarily executed along
with their families without a trace?
Mr. Gilbert pays shoddy attention to
Andrey Sheptytsky’s sheltering of Jews. He
mentions that while crowds in Lviv were
rioting against the Jews, Rabbi Yechezkel
Lewin visited the metropolitan seeking help
against the mobs. “According to one
account,” writes Mr. Gilbert, “Sheptitsky
[sic] declined the rabbi’s request to go out
and ask the mobs to disperse.” And whose
account was that? The author doesn’t say. It
certainly wasn’t the account written by the
rabbi’s son, Kurt I. Lewin, in his book “A
Journey Through Illusions,” or by David
Kahane in his book “Lvov Ghetto Diary.”
Both Jews were sheltered by the metropolitan along with many, many others, and both
believe he was a saint. Neither author, however, is listed in Mr. Gilbert’s bibliography.
Nor does Mr. Gilbert mention the metropolitan’s famous “Thou Shalt Not Kill”
pastoral letter of November 21, 1942, in

which he condemned the wholesale slaughter of Jews. Metropolitan Sheptytsky
warned his Ukrainian flock “of the evil that
has been spreading among us recently in
such a horrible manner” demanding that
the guilty cease under pain of eternal
damnation. He described the murder of
Jews by Ukrainians as a “degeneration of
the national conscience and of the patriotic
spirit.” Learning of this letter, Heinrich
Himmler ordered the metropolitan’s arrest.
Despite saintly deeds throughout his life,
Andrey Sheptytsky is yet to be beatified by
the Catholic Church. A few years ago, our
Ukrainian-Jewish dialogue group requested
that Metropolitan Sheptytsky be declared a
Righteous Among Nations by Yad Vashem.
The request has yet to be honored.
Alluding to the popularity of
Metropolitan Sheptytsky, Mr. Gilbert
describes the metropolitan’s funeral procession in which a large number of GreekCatholic bishops were “followed by a
group of high-ranking officers of the Red
Amy.” Red Army officers? I don’t think so.
Numerous Ukrainian righteous are
identified by name in Mr. Gilbert’s 529page book, including: Feodor Kalenczuk,
who hid Pessah Kranzberg, his wife, their
10-year-old daughter and her young friend
for 17 months; the beloved Father Marko,
a Basilian priest who sheltered dozens of
Jews; Vasilien Petrowski, who “saved 18
Jews, men, women and children in a
secret bunker in his home”; Alexander
Kryvoiaz, “who employed fifty-eight Jews
in his factory and helped conceal them
using an anti-Jewish ‘Action,’ ” Roman
and Julia Schepaniuk, who shielded eight
Jews; Tanka Kontsevych, who hid an
entire family; Nikolai Vavrusevich, who
hid 15 Jews in his shed; and Slawko and
Oksana Mironiuk, who saved two Jews.
For me, the most moving account is that
of a Ukrainian Baptist who discovers
David Prital wandering in a forest and
brings him home, telling his wife, “God
brought an important guest to our house.
We should thank God for the blessing.”
Husband and wife fall on their knees to
pray. After the meals, the man of the house
tells David, “Look... I am a Jew in spirit.
This encounter with you gives me more
food for more thought and confirms the
words of the prophets that the remnants of
the Jews will be saved.”
According to Yad Vashem historian
Mordecai Paldiel, 17,500 Righteous had
been identified by the year 2000. What
motivated the rescuers? We ask this question because, while we have come to understand, even expect, evil, goodness of this
magnitude leaves us breathless, stunned by
the celestial purity of it all. Although there
were many reasons – deep disdain for the
horrors of Nazism, a refusal to be bullied,
adherence to a patriotic moral code, e.g.
Italy and Hungary before the Nazi occupation, Denmark on the eve of occupation,
Finland and Bulgaria throughout the war –
the major reason was belief in Christ’s
teachings, especially the parable of the
Good Samaritan. Some Christians were
convinced God was testing their beliefs.
Amazingly, most believed they did nothing
unusual; they were merely doing what anyone would do under similar circumstances.
Each of us can only wonder: What
would I do were I to face a similar situation? Thankfully, most of us will never
have to answer that question.
Myron Kuropas’ e-mail address is:
mbkuropas@compuserve.com.

New IT project brings computer literacy to Ukraine’s youth
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by Miriam Bates

WASHINGTON – The U.S.-Ukraine
Foundation (USUF) has introduced
ClickUkraine, a hi-tech initiative that
seeks to connect Ukraine’s youth to the
world through computer literacy.
ClickUkraine, a collaborative effort of
USUF, the Kobzar Society, Dan River
Region Rotaract Club and the Capitol
City Rotaract Club, will promote the
technological development of Ukraine
through three project components: supply
of second-hand refurbished computers to
Ukrainian educational institutions;
launch of Internet-connected computer
labs across Ukraine; and establishment of
a free educational IT program at labs for
Ukrainian youth in themes such as
Introduction to Computers and Win95,
MS Word, Excel, computer troubleshooting and the Internet.
The project will first send much-needed refurbished hardware to educational
institutions in Ukraine through the assistance of the Kobzar Society, a non-profit
organization based in Lehighton, Pa.
Since 2000, the Kobzar Society’s
Computers for Ukraine program has
maintained a database of educational

institutions, including high schools, universities and libraries, in need of computers. To date, the society has collected
over 500 computers – 200 of which have
already been shipped to Ukraine. The
cost of upgrading and shipping a single
unit to Ukraine is approximately $250.
The USUF met with Kobzar Society
President Orest Hanas and Vice-President
Daniel King in February and has secured
their full support and participation in
ClickUkraine.
Rotarians support project

Several U.S. Rotaract clubs have
selected ClickUkraine as their international service project for the year and
will provide initial funds for the refurbishing and shipment of the second-hand
computers and for the first steps toward
the establishment of computer centers.
Rotaract, a worldwide Rotary-sponsored young adult organization committed to service and international peace
and understanding, will facilitate volunteer recruitment that is so essential to
the program’s development. From over
350 chapters in the United States and
nine in Ukraine, Rotaract members will
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volunteer at recipient schools and educational institutions as IT trainers, will
secure and maintain computer centers,
and will encourage further volunteer
involvement.
Program
Coordinator, Vadim
Ostrovksy (see below), will attend a
national Rotaract meeting in Little Rock,
Ark., where he will solicit the support of
Rotaract clubs from around the nation.
The U.S.-Ukraine Foundation will
head project and financial administration,
marketing, networking and computer
placement. ClickUkraine will benefit
from the foundation’s wide base of
resources and experience through its
Community Partnership Project (CPP), a
project funded by the U.S. Agency for
International Development that partners
14 Ukrainian local governments with 14
U.S. cities for public administration education, training and internship exchanges.
CPP also operates five regional training centers (RTCs) in Cherkasy, Donetsk,
Kharkiv, Kherson and Lviv, which offer
additional training to partner communities and other local governments (more
than 925 cities and villages) across
Ukraine. CPP has also created a network
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of forward-thinking cities through the
publication of its monthly, Partners, and
quarterly, Aspekty Samovriaduvannia.
USUF contacts are key

With a wide network of contacts in
Ukraine and the United States and years
of experience in project administration,
the USUF will be key to ClickUkraine’s
success. The USUF will attend the
upcoming Sister Cities International
Annual Conference in July 2003 where
foundation staff will present
ClickUkraine to a number of sister city
representatives in Ukraine. The foundation has already met with Timothy
Honey, executive director of Sister Cities
International (SCI), to discuss SCI’s
future collaboration with ClickUkraine.
Designed by students from Ukraine

Two Ukrainian students studying in
the United States and serving as interns
at the U.S.-Ukraine Foundation, Mr.
Ostrovsky and Lesya Chernohuz,
designed and launched the project in
spring 2003. Mr. Ostrovsky, USUF intern
and project coordinator, created the project with the vision that Ukraine’s technological development is “the future of
Ukraine – helping Ukraine turn from an
agricultural and manufacturing based
economy and towards an IT service driven economy.”
Mr. Ostrovsky hails originally from
Dnipropetrovsk, Ukraine, and will complete his undergraduate degree at Averett
University in Danville, Va., in December
2003. He was also a participant in the
U.S.-Ukraine Foundation first annual
Youth Leadership Program (2002) and is
the newly elected director of Rotaract
International’s Northern Virginia District.
He plans to attend law and business school
in the United States and to pursue a career
involved in U.S.-Ukraine relations.
Ms. Chornohuz, originally from Kyiv
and a former student at National
Agricultural University, moved to
Washington in November 2002. She
hopes to continue her undergraduate
studies in the fall of 2003 at Georgetown
University or at The George Washington
University.
The USUF is inviting individuals and
institutions to join the ClickUkraine
alliance and to help connect Ukraine’s
youth with the world. The foundation is
grateful for the support of the Kobzar
Society and Rotaract International,
which will make the initial progress of
this project possible. Sustained and
expanded project activities, however,
will require the support of volunteers,
private donors, and institutions.
To donate to ClickUkraine, please
send a check to the U.S.-Ukraine
Foundation with a note indicating
ClickUkraine in the memo line.
Interested volunteers may contact Mr.
Ostrovsky at vostrovs@averett.edu or
call the USUF at (202) 347-4264.

Correction

The first name of a Canadian federal
Cabinet minister, Secretary of State
(Multiculturalism) Jean Augustine was
incorrectly given as Eugene in the news
story headlined “Yushchenko’s visit to
Canada offers vision of Ukraine’s future”
(June 8).

Insure
and be sure.
Join the UNA!

No. 24

THE UKRAINIAN WEEKLY

S P ORTS L I NE

Boxing

Ukrainian Vitalii Klitschko will fight
World Boxing Council (WBC) and
International Boxing Federation (IBF) title
holder Lennox Lewis on June 21 at the
Staples Center in Los Angeles, nearly half
a year earlier than expected, the Associated
Press reported on June 9.
The move followed news that Lewis’s
scheduled opponent for a June 21 fight,
Kirk Johnson, pulled out of their bout after
he tore a chest muscle during training on
June 6 and subsequently would not be able
to fight Lewis. The bout had not been sanctioned by the WBC and neither of Lewis’s
championship belts were on the line.
Klitschko was scheduled to fight Cedric
Boswell on the undercard of the June 21
Lewis-Johnson fight. That fight has been
canceled and, after the injury to Kirk
Johnson, which he sustained during a sparring session, Klitschko has agreed to
replace Johnson for the main event. At
press time it was not known if either of
Lewis’s championship belts would be on
the line in the fight against Klitschko, who
is the WBC’s No. 1 contender.
Lewis (40-2-1, 31 knockouts) hasn’t
fought since successfully defending his
WBC-IBF crown by knocking out Mike
Tyson in the eighth round in Memphis,
Tenn., on June 8, 2002.
“Lewis predicted the fight won’t go the
12-round distance,” the AP reported.
“I do not get paid overtime,” the AP
quoted Lewis as saying. “Klitschko has
been calling me out for some time. But he
is in big trouble. He should be careful what
he wishes for. On June 21, he is going to
find out what it is like to be in with an Aclass world champion.”
The fight will be broadcast live on
HBO, the AP reported.

Soccer

Ukrainian international Andrii
Shevchenko helped his Italian club team,
AC Milan, win its sixth Union of
European Football Association (UEFA)
championship on May 28 by scoring the
deciding goal to beat Juventus 3-2 in a
penalty shootout after the two teams
played a scoreless 90-minute game in
Manchester, England.
The game, played at Manchester
United’s Old Trafford Stadium in front of
63,000 fans, was the first-ever all Italian
final in the championship’s 48-year history.
Shevchenko also scored in the eighth
minute of regulation play but the goal was
disallowed after AC Milan’s Rui Costa went
offside in front of the Juventus goalkeeper.
Following the end of regulation play,
the two teams also played an additional
30-minute golden goal session before
going to the shootout.
The UEFA Champions League is considered the most prestigious club competition of top European teams. Each national
association’s domestic champion earns a
spot to compete for the overall club championship of Europe. The number of clubs
that can be entered by a national association and their entry point in the competition depends on the association’s position
in UEFA’s ranking list.

Figure skating

Olena Hrushyna and Ruslan Honcharov
of Ukraine finished fifth in the ice dance
competition at the 2003 World Figure
Skating Championships held in
Washington, D.C., on March 24-30.
Teammates Yulia Holovina and Oleh
Voiko finished in 22nd place.
Canada’s Shae-Lynn Bourne and Victor
Kraatz won the event and Russia’s Irina
Lobacheva and Ilia Averbukh took second
place. Bulgaria’s Albena Denkova and

Maxim Staviyski took third place.
In the women’s singles event Ukraine’s
Olena Liashenko finished in seventh place
while Michelle Kwan of the United States
won the event. Russia’s Elena Sokolova
took second place and Japan’s Fumie
Suguri took third place. Ukrainian Halyna
Maniachenko came in 16th place.
Konstantin Tupikov of Ukraine finished
in 30th place in the men’s singles event,
while Russia’s Evgeni Plushenko took the
gold medal. Timothy Goebel of the United
States took the silver medal, and Takeshi
Honda of Japan took the bronze medal.
In the pairs competition Ukrainians
Tatiana Volosozhar and Petro Kharchenko
finished in 17th place, while the Chinese
pair of Xue Shen and Hongbo Zhao took
first place. Russia’s Tatiana Totmianina
and Maxim Marinin took second place and
their teammates, Maria Petrova and Alexei
Tikhonov, took third place.
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ing 52.9 seconds behind Bjoerndalen.
Ukraine’s Bilanenko, Derkach and
Lysenko finished in 46th, 55th and 68th
places, respectively.
In the men’s 12.5-kilometer event
Ukraine’s Deryzemlia took 15th place, finishing 2 minutes and 29.2 seconds behind
Germany’s Ricco Gross, who won the
event with a time of 37:37.46. Norway’s
Halvard Hanevold took second place, finishing 12 seconds behind Gross, while
Finland’s Paavo Puurunen took third place,
finishing 56.3 seconds behind the gold
medalist. Ukraine’s Bilanenko and
Derkach did not start the race.

Ice hockey

Ukraine finished 12th at the 2003
International Ice Hockey Federation
(IIHF) World Championships in Finland
held on April 27-May 11. Canada won the
tournament by beating Sweden in the gold
medal game, 3-2. Slovakia finished the 16team tournament in third place. Ukraine
picked up its lone win in the tournament
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on April 30, beating Japan 5-1, and recorded losses to Slovakia, Germany, the Czech
Republic, Finland and Austria.
Ukraine will compete in what looks to
be a tough group B at the 2004 World
Hockey Championships in the Czech
Republic, which will serve as the qualifying tournament for the 2006 Olympics.
Ukraine was put in a group with 2002
world champion Slovakia, Finland and the
United States in a draw held on May 9, the
Associated Press reported recently.

Chess

Grandmaster Vasyl Ivanchuk of Lviv
won the 11th Sigeman Tournament held in
Malmo, Sweden, and Copenhagen,
Denmark, on April 29-May 8. Ivanchuk
won with seven out of a possible nine
points, a point ahead of Peter Heine
Nielson, who took second place. Luke
McShane took third place in the tournament with 5 1/2 points.
– compiled by Andrew Nynka

Biathlon

The Ukrainian women’s 4x6-kilometer
relay team of Oksana Khvostenko, Iryna
Merkushina, Oksana Yakovleva and Olena
Petrova took second place at the 2003
World Biathlon Championships in KhantyMansiysk, Russia, on March 23.
The Ukrainian foursome finished 1
minute and 23.8 seconds behind the firstplace team from Russia. Germany took
third place in the event, finishing 2:05.3
behind Russia.
Petrova also took a silver medal in the
7.5-kilometer sprint, finishing 26.9 seconds behind France’s Silvie Bacaert, who
won the event with a time of 23:46.3.
Katerina Holubcova of the Czech Republic
took third place, finishing 32.7 seconds
behind Bacaert.
Ukraine’s Khvostenko, Merkushina and
Yakovleva finished in 20th, 35th and 72nd
places, respectively.
Petrova also took a sixth-place finish in
the women’s 10-kilometer pursuit, finishing 1 minute and 10.5 seconds behind
Germany’s Martina Glagow, who won the
event in 35:15.63. France’s Sandrine
Bailly came in second place and Russia’s
Svetlana Ishmouratova took third place,
finishing 52.3 seconds behind Glagow.
Khvostenko and Merkushina of Ukraine
took 10th and 36th places, respectively, in
the event.
Petrova then took 17th place in the
women’s 15-kilometer individual event,
while her ex-teammate, Olena Zubrylova,
currently competing for Belarus, took second place. Katerina Holubcova won the
event, finishing in 48 minutes and 28.4
seconds. While Zubrylova finished 8 seconds behind Holubcova, Petrova came in
3:41.9 behind the gold medal winner.
Norway’s Gunn Margit Andreassen
took third place, finishing 37.5 seconds
behind Holubcova. Ukraine’s Khvostenko
came in 43rd place in the event while
Merkushina did not start the race and
Yakovleva started but did not finish.
The Ukrainian foursome of Oleksander
Bilanenko, Viacheslav Derkach, Ruslan
Lysenko and Andrii Deryzemlia took 10th
place in the men’s 4x7.5-kilometer relay,
finishing 1:56.5 behind Germany, whose
time of 18:38.05 gave them first place.
Russia came in second place, finishing 7.3
seconds behind Germany while Belarus
took third place, finishing 21.2 seconds
behind the gold medalists.
In the men’s 10-kilometer sprint
Ukraine’s best finish came from
Deryzemlia, who took 23rd place, finishing
2:20.8 behind Norway’s Ole Einar
Bjoerndalen. Bjoerndalen won the event
with a time of 26:52.1 while Germany’s
Ricco Gross took second place, just 50.7
seconds behind first place. Zdenek Vitek of
the Czech Republic took third place, finish-

AP

Andrii Shevchenko holds the European Champions Cup, which he won playing
with his Italian team, AC Milan.

The WBC’s No. 1 contender, Vitalii Klitschko, in an undated file photo.

AP
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Shevchenko Scientific Society and UMANA
address stress disorders in U.S. and Ukraine

NEW YORK – The Shevchenko
Scientific Society jointly with the New
York Metropolitan Chapter of the
Ukrainian Medical Association of North
America (UMANA) on April 12 hosted a
program of two lectures examining stress
and its management. The program was
initiated by Dr. Lesia Kushnir, president
of the UMANA Chapter.
First to speak was Dr. Marta Maczaj,
an associate professor of clinical psychiatry and behavioral science with the
department of psychiatry at University
Hospital at Stony Brook, a part of State
University of New York. She is also the
director of both the Center for the Study
of Sleep and Walking and of the Sleep
Medicine Fellowship Training Program
there.
Dr. Maczaj lectured on post-traumatic
stress disorders (PTSD), which according
to a survey by the American Psychiatric
Association affects about 8 percent of the
U.S. population at some point in life with
the incidence twice as high for women
than for men. During wartime PTSD has
been known under various labels, such as
“soldier’s heart” in the Civil War, “shell
shock” in World War I, and “combat neurosis” or “operational fatigue” in World
War II. PTSD was experienced by 35
percent of Vietnam War veterans and by
75 percent of concentration-camp survivors.
According to Dr. Maczaj, trauma can
be caused also by such experiences as
serious accidents, natural disasters, the
loss of a loved one, criminal assault,
rape, abuse as a child, being a hostage or
a refugee, as well as witness of a traumatic event.
PTSD manifests itself by three major
symptoms: re-experiencing the traumatic
event through intrusive recollection,
flashbacks and nightmares, accompanied
by exaggerated emotional and physical
reaction; avoidance of activities and
human interactions, an emotional numbing; and insomnia, irritability and hypervigilance. Afflicted people may experience guilt or anger, they refuse to talk to
other people about their feelings, and
they may resort to substance abuse.
The treatment of PTSD requires a period of psychotherapy and medication, the
nature and duration of which depends on

the acuteness of the condition, but may
last for up to two years, said Dr. Maczaj.
Following the trauma of 9/11, all New
Yorkers became candidates for PTSD,
which is why hotlines were established
for the public to talk to therapists and
support groups were formed in which the
victims could share their experiences.
Similar measures and a greater public
awareness of the problem can go a long
way towards preventing PTSD in the
future, concluded Dr. Maczaj.
The next speaker was Dr. Christina
Durbak, a practicing psychoanalyst for
over 25 years and a former president of
the National and World Association for
the Advancement of Psychoanalysis. In
1987, following the Chornobyl disaster,
she founded the World Information
Transfer, a non-profit organization dedicated to safeguarding human health,
which is connected to UNESCO. She is
also the editor-in-chief of the World
Ecology Report and the chair of the
annual international conference at the
United Nations Secretariat on the topic of
“Health and Environment: Global
Partners for Global Solutions.”
Dr. Durbak spoke on the “Historic
Perspective on Stress on Ukrainians in the
20th Century.” Ukrainians have been subjected to such traumatic events as the
Famine-Genocide, the world wars and the
Chornobyl nuclear disaster. In addition,
they lived under Soviet rule with the longterm stress of discrimination and the lack
of religious freedom. In present-day
Ukraine, the stresses derive from high
unemployment and a fear about the future.
Whether the traumatic event was
Chornobyl or 9/11, we now know systematic ways to reduce the stress. Support
from family members, assurance of keeping one’s job as part of a group, raising
the awareness of directors and managers
to realize that stress costs their business
money – are all a good beginning.
Secondary measures involve consultation,
psychotherapy and treatment for substance abuse, if necessary. Ukrainians
seem to handle stress better than others,
probably due to their deep religious convictions, concluded Dr. Durbak.
A very lively question and answer session followed the lectures; it was chaired
by Dr. Orest Popovych.

NEW YORK – This year, the
Shevchenko Scientific Society in Lviv has
launched a project of creating commemorative plaques to be placed on its building
in honor of its members who perished in
Soviet prisons and camps. Among those
members is Volodymyr Starosolsky, the
125th anniversary of whose birth is being
marked this year. Among previous commemorative events honoring this civic and
political leader was the 1997 conference
“Volodymyr Starosolsky: Defender of the
Individual and of the Nation,” which was
organized in Kyiv jointly by the Vasyl
Lypynsky Scientific Society and the Young
People’s Historical Society and supported
by the Smoloskyp publishing house.
Starosolsky was a great humanitarian,
professor of law and the author of the fundamental studies “Theory of Nations” and
“The State and Law.” He was also a member of the military command of the
Ukrainian Sich Riflemen (Sichovi Striltsi).
First and foremost, he was a great lawyer
who gained respect even among his opponents as a brilliant defender in numerous

political trials involving Ukrainians when
Galicia was under Polish rule.
The list of Starosolsky’s achievements
can be extended to include his role in the
relocation of the Ukrainian Free
University from Vienna to Prague when
he persuaded Thomas Masaryk to sanction such a move and his role as a deputy
minister of foreign affairs in the government of the Ukrainian National Republic.
Starosolsky also had his share of incarcerations, first by the Poles after the
November 1 uprising in 1918 and later, in
1939, by the Soviets. He died in the
Mariinsky camp in 1942, and was buried
in a common grave whose location can no
longer be found. A new settlement now
occupies this territory; thus, no marker
can be placed over Staroslosky’s grave.
This is one more reason to a commemorative plaque erect in his honor in Lviv.
Those wishing to support the Lviv
Shevchenko Scientific Society in its
endeavor may send contributions to:
Shevchenko Scientific Society, 63 Fourth
Ave., New York, NY 10003.

Shevchenko Society in Lviv to erect
plaque honoring civic/political leader
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MUSIC AND ART CENTER OF GREENE COUNTY
ñÖçíê ìäêÄ∫çëúäé∫ äìãúíìêà ì ÉÄçíÖêß

SUMMER CONCERT SERIES 2003
Volodymyr Vynnytsky, Music Director

SATURDAY, JULY 5 at 8 P.M.
ALEXANDER SLOBODYANIK, piano
Concert to benefit the “Music and Art” summer concert series.
Works by Mozart, Brahms, Liszt, Antin Rudnytsky, and Stravinsky.
SATURDAY, JULY 19 at 8 P.M.
ADRIAN BRYTTAN, violin • LARYSSA KRUPA, piano
Works by Mozart, Massenet, Don Freund, de Falla, Sarasate and Mendelsohn.
SATURDAY, JULY 26 at 8 P.M.
GREGORY HLADY in a theater presentation /work-in-progress titled
“Kateryna’s Dreams,” created and directed by Mr. Hlady,
based on Mykola Hohol’s (Gogol’s) story — “A Terrible Vengeance.”
SATURDAY, AUGUST 2 at 8 P.M.
HALYNA WOLANSKA, soprano • VOLODYMYR VYNNYTSKY, piano
Works by Mozart, Verdi, Lysenko, Verekyvskyj, Strauss, Ravel,
Sonevytsky, and Wolanskyj.
SATURDAY, AUGUST 9 at 8 P.M.
Children’s Ukrainian folk-singing recital,
under the direction of Anna Bachynska.
SATURDAY, AUGUST 16 at 8 P.M.
NEAL LARRABEE, piano
Works by Scarlatti, Beethoven, Toru Takemitsu and Chopin.
SATURDAY, AUGUST 23 at 8 P.M.
NATALIA KHOMA, cello • VOLODYMYR VYNNYTSKY, piano
Works by Beethoven, Franck and Sonevytsky.
SATURDAY, AUGUST 30 at 8 P.M.
Presentation based on MYROSLAV SKORYK’S opera “Moisei” (Moses),
with Maestro Skoryk and baritone OLEH CHMYR.
SUNDAY, AUGUST 31 at 1 p.m.
FORTE STRING QUARTET:
Mikhail Kuchuk, violin; Oleksander Abayev, violin;
Roumi Petrova, viola; and Kalin Ivanov, cello;
with YURI KHARENKO, violin; NATALIA KHOMA, cello;
and VOLODYMYR VYNNYTSKY, piano.
Works by Schubert and Chausson.
Tickets: $15; members and senior citizens, $12.
The Grazhda is located on Rt. 23A in Jewett, N.Y.
General information – performance schedules, changes and updates, as well as
detailed directions and membership information – is available online at:
musicandartgc.brama.com
e-mail: musicandartgc@brama.com
Music and Art Center of Greene County is supported by funding from the
Greene County Council on the Arts, the New York State Council on the Arts,
Self Reliance New York Federal Credit Union, members, and private donations.

music at the

GRAZHDA

P.O. BOX 20, JEWETT, NY 12444 • musicandartgc.brama.com • (518) 989-6479

THE ARTS SCENE: Yara brings diversity to community college
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by Oksana Bauer

PATERSON, N.J. – On April 3 I had
the pleasure of inviting the Yara Arts
Group to Passaic County Community
College (PCCC), where I teach, to be
part of our Distinguished Lecturers
Series. Since April is designated as
Diversity Month, the Office of Student
Affairs joined me in sponsoring the Yara
artists, who presented an extraordinary
multimedia program. The presentation
brought to light the mystery and beauty
of faraway cultures and lands to students
at the college, located in Paterson, N.J.
Director Virlana Tkacz showed slides
from Yara theater productions since 1990
and spoke about the importance of cultural exchange to Yara’s artistic process.
Yara dramaturg and translator Wanda
Phipps read a poem she wrote based on
her experiences traveling through Buryat
villages in Siberia in 1997. Meredith
Wright, who created the lead role in
Yara’s “Flight of the White Bird,” sang a
song she composed based on her experiences performing in these villages in
1998. The evening ended with a presentation by Akiko Hiroshima, who traveled
with Yara to Ukraine last fall to appear in
Kyiv at the International Festival of
Ukrainian Theater in Diaspora.
Ms. Hiroshima was accompanied on
the three-week trip to Ukraine by Yara’s
Zabryna Guevara, Jina Oh and Marina
Celander (who brought her 10-month old
daughter, Maya). There they rehearsed
many old Ukrainian midsummer songs
with Mariana Sadovska, who was the
musical director of “Kupala.” The piece,
directed by Ms. Tkacz, also included
four vocalists from Kharkiv’s Oira
Musical Ensemble and two Crimean

Virlana Tkach with the Yara Arts Group at Passaic County Community
College. In the background (from left) are: Wanda Phipps, Meredith Wright
and Akiko Hiroshima.
Tatar actresses.
In addition to performing at the festival, the cast and staff of the “Kupala”
project traveled to two Ukrainian villages, Kraichkivka in the Poltava region
and Svarytsevychi in the Polissia region.
They sang with the women of these villages in the local cultural centers. Nina
Matvienko, who appeared in Yara’s
“Waterfall/Reflections” in 1995, joined
the Yara artists in celebrating the women
of Kriachkivka.
Ms. Hiroshima began her presentation
at PCCC by singing some of the Buryat
and Ukrainian songs she had learned
while working with Yara in her soaring

voice. Her account of her experiences in
Ukraine reads as follows:
“I learned these Buryat songs and
Ukrainian folk songs in New York. When
I say: ‘I know Mongolian and Ukrainian
folk music,’ people usually wonder,
‘Why Mongolian? Why Ukrainian?’ I am
an immigrant from Japan. I left Japan
when I was still a teenager to study here
in the U.S. As a child, I was very resistant to the traditional Japanese culture.
When everyone else in my family was
eating the traditional Japanese breakfast
with rice and miso soup, I was the only
one eating toast, cereal and cheese
omelets. I would listen to American pop

Yara productions since 1997, most
recently creating original vocals for
“Howling.”
Mr. Lysheha was born in the
Carpathian region of Ukraine in 1949 and
studied English at the University of Lviv,
where he began translating the poems of
Ezra Pound, T.S. Eliot, D.H. Lawrence,
Sylvia Plath and William Carlos
Williams into Ukrainian. He called his
own early poems “songs” and numbered
them instead of assigning titles.
Expelled from school during the
purges in 1972 for contributing to the literary journal Skrynia (Chest), he was
drafted and sent to Siberia to serve his
term in the army in the Buryat Republic.
This initiated his interest in Asian philosophy, arts and culture which would eventually become a major influence on his
work.
Returning to Ukraine, Mr. Lysheha
settled in Kyiv and worked on his poetry
while holding menial jobs. He managed
to totally isolate himself from the official
literary world and his first collection of
poetry, “The Great Bridge” (1989) was
truly unique. Shortly afterwards he wrote
his first play, “Brother Li Po, Friend Tu
Fu,” about the great eighth century
Chinese poets. The Budmo Theater produced the play in Kyiv and toured it in
Germany in 1993.
Paradoxically, Mr. Lysheha is more
popular now in North America than in
Ukraine, where his poetry is only now
being published and his poetic form is
finally appreciated. His second book “To
Snow and Fire,” which includes the
poem “Swan,” was published only this
winter in Ukraine.
The Harvard University Press writes:
“Oleh Lysheha is considered the ‘poet’s
poet’ of contemporary Ukraine. A dissi-

dent and iconoclast, he was forbidden to
publish in the Soviet Union from 1972 to
1988. Since then his reputation has
grown to legendary proportions. His
work is informed by transcendentalism
and Zen-like introspection with meditations on the essence of the human experience and man’s place in nature.”
The translations of Mr. Lysheha’s
poetry used in the production are by Ms.
Tkacz and Ms. Phipps, who received several New York State Council on the Arts
Translation Awards and the National
Theater Translation Prize for their work
with Ukrainian verse. Most recently they
won the Witter Bynner Foundation for
Poetry Award for their translations with
Sayan Zhambalov of Buryat shaman
chants.
Founded in 1990, Yara Arts Group, a
resident company of La MaMa, creates
original pieces that explore timely issues
rooted in the East through the diverse
cultural perspectives of the group’s members. Yara artists are of Asian, African,
Eastern and Western European ethnic origin. They bring together poetry, song,
historical materials and scientific texts,
primarily from the East, to form what one
critic described as “extended meditation
on an idea.”
The company has created six pieces
based on materials from Eastern Europe
including: “A Light from the East,”
“Blind Sight,” “Yara’s Forest Song” and
“Waterfall/Reflections.” The New York
Times (D.J.R. Bruckner) called this
piece, developed with folk singer Nina
Matvienko, “a theatrical enchantment
given cohesion by choreographed movement and by music on a prodigal scale.”
Since 1996 Yara has created five more
theater pieces with Buryat artists from
Siberia.

Yara Arts Group presents “Swan” at La Mama Theater

NEW YORK – “Swan,” the newest
work by Yara Arts Group is a music-theater piece based on an eponymous poem
by prominent Ukrainian poet Oleh
Lysheha. The poem is contained in the
book “Selected Poems of Oleh Lysheha”
(Harvard University, 1999), translated by
the author and James Brasfield, which
won the PEN Translation Prize last year.
Mr. Lysheha has been called a metaphysician of the natural world. His poetic
sensibility is akin to that of Rilke,
Montale and Simic. American
author/critic James Carroll has written
that Mr. Lysheha’s poetry “offers
American readers in particular not just a
new voice, but, even in translation, a new
language, a new way of seeing.” Yara’s
show, performed in English, will once
again reflect Yara’s commitment to crosscultural understanding by presenting an
original piece created by multicultural
artists that is based on masterpieces of
art, literature and music from a culture
little-known in the West.
The poem upon which the piece is
based may be read online at:
h t t p : / / w w w. b r a m a . c o m / y a r a / l y s swan.html.
“Swan” is directed by Virlana Tkacz,
with composer/cellist Paul Brantley and
blues vocalist Meredith Wright. Set,
lights and costumes are by Mr. Ueno, and
video by Andrea Odezynska. The cast
includes Yara artists Andrew Colteaux
and Soomi Kim.
Director Tkacz, head of the Yara Arts
group, recently was named one of the
finalists for the Alan Schneider Directing
Award by Theater Communication
Group. Mr. Brantley has had his music
published by Oxford University Press
and performs with Bela Fleck and the
Flecktones. Ms. Wright has appeared in
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40 on the radio. All the traditional stuff
seemed so old-fashioned and boring to
me.
“Last year I had a chance to visit
Ukraine with the Yara Arts Group to
develop a show we did in New York,
with local artists Virlana had met, and
perform it in a theater festival in Kyiv.
The interesting part was that all of the
four ‘American’ actors who went there
were not really typical Americans. As I
mentioned earlier, I am an immigrant
from Japan. [Among the others were]: a
Venezuelan girl who was the first
American born in the family after her
parents immigrated with her sisters; a
Korean girl who immigrated when she
was very young; and a Swedish girl
whose mother was a Japanese-born
Korean. But that’s very typical New
York, isn’t it?
“Kyiv itself was a very interesting
city. I saw old cathedrals from the 10th
century and buildings left from Soviet
times, as well as post-Soviet or ‘modern’
influenced buildings in one city.
However, the most amazing experience
was to visit grandmothers in two small
villages, who still sing their folk songs.
“The bus trip was so much fun. The
almost-all-girl cast and crew got together
one snowy morning and left Kyiv. We
were on this ‘main highway’ which was
just one straight road in the middle of a
vast field. It was something I had only
seen on the Discovery Channel. When
we asked for a ‘bathroom stop,’ the bus
driver pulled over next to the woods. My
head was filled with many question
marks, and I soon realized the woods
were our bathroom! What a refreshing
experience! Then, we got to the village. I
saw cows and chickens roaming in the
field. We pulled over in front of this
small house. Even before we got off the
bus we saw these ladies in their colorful
traditional costumes singing their hearts
out. How powerful their voice! We
jumped off the bus and they sang more.
We also tried to sing, but we could not
hold back tears of excitement. I had
never been welcomed in such a powerful, exciting way, especially by people
who I had never met!
“That evening’s performance was very
intimate and exciting, too. It looked like
the whole village was in the community
center. I, along with my Korean colleagues, were probably the first Asians
they had ever seen live! The grandmothers sang, and we sang the songs we
learned from them, indirectly, in New
York. Then, they sang again. It was
almost like a competition. They call that
‘calling.’ It’s like a catch-ball with songs.
Those old ladies don’t move much. They
don’t even open their mouths very wide.
But their sounds could carry for miles.
One of the oldest ones sang a very powerful song. We didn’t know what else to
sing back, but my impulse told me to
jump in. I sang an old Japanese song of
fishermen. And then they sang something else and one of us sang a song of
our origins. Then that grandmother said
we don’t have to fight – so we sang
together. We tried to learn from them on
the spot. They sang clearly so we could
get the words and melody. Just to remind
you – none of us spoke Ukrainian.
“This whole experience made me look
at my own culture in a very different way.
What seemed boring before became
something really beautiful. It took me a
long time and a long trip to realize that. I
gave grandmothers and grandsons of my
host family origami paper cranes, as my
thanks. The little boys were so excited,
and they were playing with them all day.
Now I am studying Japanese traditional
(Continued on page 19)
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CONCERT REVIEW: Artymiw performs grand finale to music series
by Zdanna Krawciw-Skalsky

ALEXANDRIA, Va. – The last concert of the 20022003 music series sponsored by The Washington Group
Cultural Fund under the patronage of the Embassy of
Ukraine was a recital by pianist Lydia Artymiw at The
Lyceum on Sunday, May 18. The event was a fitting
conclusion to a wonderful concert season. Ms. Artymiw
has been described as a pianist with a beautiful touch, an
impressive technique and an ability to communicate her
deep feelings for the music she performs. Her playing
on Sunday was a shining example of these musical gifts.
The first work on the program was Beethoven’s early
C Major Sonata, Op. 2, No. 3. Ms. Artymiw’s intelligent
and sensitive rendition was characterized by clearly
articulated passages in the Allegro movements and a
beautiful lyrical tone in the Adagio movement. She
brought to the fore the interplay between the top and the
middle voices both in the first and in the third movements. Joan Reinthaler of The Washington Post wrote
that “[she moved] through the polyphonic lines of the
third movement with a sense of well-balanced momentum.”
Ms. Artymiw has a special affinity for Robert
Schumann. In an introduction to his music, she spoke
briefly about the composer and, in particular, about the
“Papillons,” which was inspired by Jean Paul Richter’s
romance “Die Flegeljahre,” the final chapter of which
describes a masked ball. Schumann wrote that
“Papillons” had “tried to turn this masked ball into
music.”
Ms. Artymiw pointed out the key themes and the various personalities which appear in the 12 vignettes that
make up the “Papillons.” After this interesting commen-

tary, she offered a delightful performance of the whimsical “Arabeske” followed by an exquisite rendering of
the “Papillons.” To once again quote Ms. Reinthaler,
“Her reading of the Schumann ‘Papillons’ offered vivid
vignettes of dance and personality set off in a splendid
array of tone colors. For this piece to make other than
the most superficial sense, there needs to be a vision that
governs the relationship of each of the 12 movements to
the others and that imposes restraint along the way. Ms.
Artymiw handled this beautifully, never making too
much of an opportunity to make a statement, but not
holding back when a statement was needed.”
After a brief intermission, Ms. Artymiw introduced
the second half of the recital with the playing of Mykola
Lysenko’s “Song without Words” in E Minor, Op. 10,
No.1. Her beautiful tone coloring lent poignancy to the
gentle intimate melodies of this song. The final work on
the program was Brahms Variations and Fugue on a
Theme by Handel, Op. 24. As an interesting aside, both
this Brahms piece and the Schumann “Papillons” are
sets of variations, 24 in the Brahms and 12 in the
Schumann work. However, the two compositions are
vastly different in character. Whereas the “Papillons”
recreates the gaiety and lightness of a masquerade ball,
the hues in the Brahms Variations are dark and the textures thick. Ms. Artymiw delivered a powerful performance of this complex work eliciting orchestral sounds
from the piano and leading the listener through the contrasts of mood in the variations while at the same time
preserving the unity of the whole piece.
A standing ovation by the appreciative audience was
rewarded with an encore: Schubert’s Impromptu in A
Flat Major, Op. 90, No. 4, played with delicacy and
grace.

Yaro Bihun

Pianist Lydia Artymiw acknowledges the audience’s
applause at the conclusion of her concert.

“From Vinyl to CD” project seeks to conserve recordings NEW RELEASE:
CLEVELAND – The Ukrainian in Rivne, Ukraine. As the project grows, compact discs, computers and informaKoshetz Choir tribute
Museum and Archives (UMA) has initi- the UMA hopes to get progressively tion technology.
New technology, however, can be a
ated a project to conserve its entire col- more involved with these as well as other
mixed blessing. Most new turntables do to Walter Klymkiw
lection of 20th century Ukrainian record- institutions.
ings. Dubbed “From Vinyl to the CD,”
the project will transfer the entire UMA
collection of vinyl records – which have
been produced both in Ukraine and in the
diaspora – to compact discs by using old
analog technologies connected to new
digital technologies.
The project is being overseen and
funded by the Stecyk Family, with Dr.
Orest Stecyk as the project recording
manager; his wife, Nancy Stecyk, and
daughter, Katrusia Stecyk, responsible
for computerized database entry; and son,
Michael Stecyk, in charge of digital camera recording of record labels.
With over 10,000 minutes of
Ukrainian sound material digitized, and
over 120 CDs generated so far, and with
the digitized collection growing every
day, the initiators believe that the UMA
collection represents one of the largest
and most comprehensive institutional
collections of digitized 78-, 45- and 33rpm Ukrainian recordings in existence.
Collectors contacted

The UMA is in contact with various
collectors in hope of adding to the institution’s collection of records and tapes.
With this end in view, the next phase of
the project will involve the transfer of
records and tape recordings that have
been pledged to the UMA by a collector
from New Jersey. Assisting on a volunteer basis with this work will be George
Polansky.
There are also plans to put the UMA
collection of recordings on MP3 files and
subsequently on the UMA website for listening purposes.
Eventually the UMA hopes to make
the collection available to scholars and
others interested in doing research on
Ukrainian sound recordings worldwide.
At this stage, UMA is affiliated with the
Ohio State University in Columbus, and
the Institute of Diaspora Studies at the
National University of Ostroh Academy

A chronology of Ukrainian recordings

A large number of recordings have
been produced by Ukrainians both on
their native soil and in the diaspora
throughout the 20th century. They
recorded their music and spoken word,
their religious ceremonies, and civic
events for themselves as well as for posterity. This large body of work also provides a history of the recording technology of the 20th century.
The vinyl phonograph record, recorded at 78 revolutions per minute dates
back to the early part of the 20th century.
The records contained one song per side,
and were played on phonograph record
players. Ukrainian recordings from this
period incorporate songs about the
Bolshevik Revolution, the immigration
experience, as well as songs about everyday life.
The mid-century took vinyl technology a step further, making it possible to
record five or six songs per side on the
33 rpm records. There were also 45s that
were available, with one song per side.
Phonograph record players now had
three speed settings you could select,
depending on whether you wanted to
play a 78-, 33- or 45-rpm recording.
Ukrainian recordings of this period feature classical and traditional music, as
well as music reflecting the Ukrainian
nation’s political struggle with Fascism
and Communism.
The latter part of the 20th century saw
the advent of reel-to-reel, eight-track, and
cassette tapes. The reel-to-reel tapes
made it possible to listen to hours of
music without interruption, and cassette
and eight-track tapes now made it possible to listen to recordings away from
home, on small portable players and also
on units installed in cars.
New technology arrives

The end of the 20th century brought

not play 78s. Many new receivers do not
have input jacks for turntables. New reelto-reel and eight-track players are no
longer widely available. Cassette tape
players are slowly being phased out.
Existing tape recordings are deteriorating. Parts for old vintage equipment are
expensive and hard to come by.
A real threat exists to the many wonderful and historic Ukrainian recordings
of the 20th century. Even though these
sounds still exist, the technology by
which to listen to them is becoming
obsolete.
The Ukrainian Museum and Archives
in Cleveland (UMA) has come up with a
partial solution to this problem: using old
analog technologies connected to new
digital technologies, it is in the process of
transferring the entire UMA collection of
vinyl records to CDs. This is a family
project undertaken and funded by the
Stecyk family. Dr. Stecyk is responsible
for the transfer process.
The process, step by step

First the records are properly cleaned,
then the music is transferred to CDs.
Each individual record is documented
on the museum’s computerized database. The CDs are properly labeled, and
stored in jewel cases. The record labels
are then photographed with a digital
camera and the images are stored on
computer. The original records are subsequently stored in archival dust jackets
and storage boxes identical to the ones
used by libraries across the United
States.
Individuals interested in donating
records or tapes to the UMA should contact Dr. Stecyk via e-mail,
staff@umacleveland.org; by writing to
Orest Stecyk, M.D., Vinyl to CD Project
Manager, Ukrainian Museum-Archives,
1202 Kenilworth Ave., Cleveland, OH
44113; or by calling the UMA, (216)
781-4329.

WINNIPEG – The renowned Koshetz
Choir has released its latest recording:
The Olexander Koshetz Choir presents –
a tribute to Walter Klymkiw.”
Recently launched at the choir’s annual fund-raising dinner, the CD is dedicated to the memory of the choir’s longserving conductor, Maestro Klymkiw,
who died in December, 2000. The CD is
a special “digipak” that includes a booklet with program notes, biographies of
the choir and its conductors, and a special reproduction of Mr. Klymkiw’s autobiography from Holly Jonas’ “In Their
Own Words – Canadian Choral
Conductors,” printed by Dundurn Press.
The selections on the CD were
debuted in the summer of 2000 at the
Intemational Society of Music
Educators’ Conference held in
Edmonton. To be invited to perform for
the members of one of the most prestigious choral bodies in the world was a
true honor for the choir.
The music was recorded in September
2000 at Knox United Church in
Winnipeg, under the direction of Mr.
Klymkiw, Roman Worobec, Corinne
Villebrun and Laurence Ewashko.
Accompanying the choir on piano was
Irene Chuchman. A number of small
(Continued on page 20)
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CLASSIFIEDS
TO PLACE YOUR ADVERTISEMENT CALL MARIA OSCISLAWSKI, (973) 292-9800 x 3040
SERVICES

Lviv/Odesa $652
one way $430
Kyiv $457
one way $391

LAW OFFICIES OF
ZENON B. MASNYJ, ESQ.

+ tax
(round trip)

+ tax

•
•
•
•
•
•

+ tax
(round trip)

+ tax

Fregata Travel

250 West 57 Street, #1211
New York, NY 10107
Tel.: 212-541-5707 Fax: 212-262-3220
* Restrictions apply
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èðÓÙÂÒ¥ÈÌËÈ ÔðÓ‰‡‚Âˆ¸
Á‡·ÂÁÔÂ˜ÂÌÌfl ìçë

JOSEPH HAWRYLUK
Licensed Agent

Ukrainian National Ass’n, Inc.
79 Southridge Drive
West Seneca, NY 14224-4442
Tel.: (716) 674-5185
Fax: (716) 675-2238

SVITANOK

Live band for all occasions
festivals, weddings, zabavas
Contact Petro (518) 859-9329

www.cbitahok.com

The

LUNA BAND

Music for weddings, zabavas,
festivals. anniversary celebrations.
OLES KUZYSZYN phone/fax: (732) 636-5406
e-mail: dumamuse@aol.com

Kozak Construction Co.
All aspects of home improvement:
parquet, tiles, sheetrock, painting.

Tel. 201-437-3227
646-279-1910

Since 1983

(By Appointment Only)

•
•
•
•
•
•

ATTORNEY

JERRY
KUZEMCZAK
• accidents at work
• automobile accidents
• slip and fall
• medical malpractice

FIRST CONSULTATION IS FREE.
Fees collected only after
personal injury case is successful.

ALSO:
DWI
real estate
criminal and civil cases
traffic offenses
matrimonial matters
general consultation

WELT & DAVID

1373 Broad St, Clifton, N.J. 07013

(973) 773-9800

Ulana Bilynsky
866-840-0330

OBLAST
MEMORIALS
P.O. BOX 746
Chester, NY 10918

845-469-4247

BILINGUAL HOME APPOINTMENTS

MERCHANDISE

YEVSHAN

Distributor of fine Ukrainian products - Cassettes, Compact
discs - Videos - Language tapes & Dictionaries - Computer
fonts for PC & MAC - Imported Icons - Ukrainian Stationery

OPPORTUNITY
Wanted: Director of the choir of the Ukrainian
Orthodox Church of the Holy Ascension in
Maplewood, N.J. Responsible for choir direction at the weekly Holy Liturgy on Sunday and
all major church holidays.
Salary negotiable.
Interested parties please contact Fr. Oleh Hucul
at (732) 356-2560.

Ukrainian Book Store

PAINTING • RENOVATION • REPAIRS
INTERIOR/EXTERIOR

Vasili Cholak
Tel. (718) 937-1021; Beeper (917) 935-0280

Toll free: 1-866-422-4255
www.ukrainianbookstore.com

3 bedrooms, kitchen and bath.
$500.00/Wk. For reservation ask
for Zirka up to June 20.
Tel.: 203-775-3276;
ask after June 20
609-522-7467

For more information ...

MONUMENTS

Largest selection of Ukrainian Books, Dance
supplies, Easter egg supplies, Music, Icons,
Greeting cards, Giftwear, and much more.

“VILLA TAMARA”

To achieve the ultimate in whole
house air purity that goes
beyond traditional air filtering
methods, choose Living Air
Systems.

SERVING NY/NJ/CT REGION CEMETERIES

VISA - MASTERCARD - AMEX ACCEPTED
FAX ORDERS ACCEPTED (514) 630-9960
BOX 325, BEACONSFIELD, QUEBEC
CANADA - H9W 5T8

FOR RENT

dust mites
pollen
mold spores
bacteria
house dust
smoke

FIRST QUALITY

1-800-265-9858

Quality work! Reasonable rates!
Quick turnaround!
Free estimates. No job too small.

Living Air Systems offers
products to help you live
better indoors by reducing
or eliminating:

UKRAINIAN TRADITIONAL-STYLE

Call for a free catalog

LICENCE NO.113486759

2242 W. Chicago Ave., Chicago, IL 60622
íÂÎ.: (773) 235-7788 • Fax: (773) 235-6772

Healthy Living Technologies

157 SECOND AVENUE
NEW YORK, NEW YORK 10003
(212) 477-3002

•
•
•
•
•
•

MAêßü ß ÄÑêßüçÄ ÅêÄåÄ, ‚Î‡ÒÌËÍË

Serious Personal Injury
Real Estate/Coop Closings
Business Representation
Securities Arbitration
Divorces
Wills & Probate

- Cookbooks - Food parcels to Ukraine

“KARPATY” HANDYMAN

UKRAINIAN ENTERPRISE
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(Continued from page 3)
being supported by several institutions.
Today in Ukraine, a lot of honest journalists and democratically minded political activists have lost their lives. It is
time to ensure the reign of order and
democracy in Ukraine.
Do you expect court cases to be
launched against the organizers of falsified letters and flyers recently disseminated against you as the leader of
Our Ukraine?

Two criminal cases have already been
initiated. But I am sure nothing will
come out of it because the whole issue is
being orchestrated by members of the
regime and “a crow does not gouge out
the eyes of another crow.”
We have access, on the Internet, to a
lot of publications from Ukraine.
Which ones can be trusted to give reliable information about the political
situation in Ukraine?

The best informed publication is the
Internet site Ukrainska Pravda
(www.pravda.com.ua) – founded by
Heorhii Gongadze. Some reliable newspapers are: Dzerkalo Tyzhnia, Ukraina
Moloda and Vysokyi Zamok. I would
also recommend the Internet site of Our
Ukraine (www.razom.org.ua).

MAIN OFFICE
(editorial, subscriptions
and advertising departments):
The Ukrainian Weekly, 2200 Route 10,
P.O. Box 280, Parsippany, NJ 07054
phone: (973) 292-9800; fax: (973) 644-9510

2282 Bloor St. W., Toronto, Ont., Canada M6S 1N9
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(Continued from page 2)
tions and demonstrates disrespect for its
own citizens.”
Two further local elections are to be
held on June 8 in Zaporizhia, where Our
Ukraine candidate Petro Sabachuk was
encouraged to resign from his bloc in
mayoral elections, and in Chernihiv for a
parliamentary seat. In Chernihiv, the
joint opposition candidate is Dmytro
Ivanov, against whom a statement by Mr.
Moroz’s Socialists published in the parliamentary Holos Ukrainy on May 23
claimed “impermissible methods of
provocations and slanders” are already
being used.
The use of such election tactics suggests that, as elsewhere in the
Commonwealth of Independent States
(CIS) Ukraine’s leaders do not believe in
the concept of free and equal competition during elections that the “party of
power” might lose. For the leadership of
CIS states, election defeat means not just
the loss of political power, but also the
loss of their businesses, vulnerability to
new and stringent anti-corruption measures, and being called to account for
their actions when they were in power.
But at the same time, the continued
resort to blatantly unfair elections will
negatively affect Ukraine’s efforts
toward Euro-Atlantic integration.

How to reach

10215-97st
Edmonton, AB T5J 2N9

Fine Gifts
Authentic Ukrainian Handicrafts
Art, Books, CDs, Ceramics
Embroidered Goods and Supplies
Gold Jewellery, Icons, Magazines
Newspapers, Pysankas and Supplies
All Services to Ukraine, Mail-orders

Fears grow...
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EARN EXTRA INCOME!
The Ukrainian Weekly is looking
for advertising sales agents.
For additional information contact
Maria Oscislawski, Advertising
Manager, The Ukrainian Weekly,
(973) 292-9800, ext 3040.

KYIV PRESS BUREAU:
The Ukrainian Weekly
11 Horodetsky Street — Apt. 33
Kyiv, Ukraine 252001
phone/fax: (44) 229-1906
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Dreams do come true...

(Continued from page 1)
Several times a week he would station himself before
the Tchaikovsky Conservatory on Independence Square
or on Andriivskyi Uzviz, take a borrowed violin from a
violin case he had purchased and place it before him in a
silent request for any change passers-by might be able to
spare. He would put the violin to his neck and perform
pieces by his favorite composers, foremost among them
not only Mozart, but Vivaldi and Berlioz as well, at
times collecting up to 150 hrv for a full day’s work.
He played an instrument he would borrow from the
music school that he attends cost-free, courtesy of a
teacher and administration that is enthralled with him
and his potential.
While Ihor’s initiative and talent helped buy the medicine that prolonged his mother’s life and helped to feed
his family as well, he could not earn enough to adequately clothe himself and his sister – much less to fulfill his dream of owning his own violin. About the only
money he was able to stash away was the 200 hrv in
prize money he won in the Music of the Underground
competition.
Thanks to a dozen Ukrainian Americans, however,
Ihor now has his own musical instrument, a French,
hand-made violin, along with a horse-hair bow to go
with it. And he should have more help in the future.
From among those who came forward with offers of
help, first there was Motria Kokoris of North Salem,
N.Y., who took an immediate interest in Ihor’s plight
and within days of the publication of the article contacted The Weekly’s editor-in-chief to offer to purchase a
violin. There was also Anton Brunton of Palm Desert,
Calif., who contacted first the Parsippany home office
and then the Kyiv Bureau to express his offer of assistance, as well as Petro Paraschak, of Schenectady, N.Y.,
who not only offered money, but also explained specifically what type of violin and strings Ihor needed.
Finally, there were Myron and Anna Woronowycz, who
decided to do a mini-fund raiser at St. Josaphat’s
Catholic Church in Warren, Mich., after Sunday church
services.
Ms. Kokoris, who reportedly became the first woman
of Ukrainian descent to stand on the North Pole when
she did so in mid-April, also sent Ihor a vile of melted
snow from the top of the world and a piece of the flag
that she flew there. She explained that music had always
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been a large part of her life.
“Ihor’s wish to be able to one day play his very own
violin tugged at my heart-strings. Knowing the insurmountable odds of Ihor realizing his dream on his own,
I could do no less than to provide this gift for him – in
hopes that with his new instrument, he will grace the
world with some of the most beautiful music ever
heard,” explained Ms. Kokoris.
Mr. Brunton, who also had expressed a desire to fund
the violin, ended up contributing $200 to the cause only
because Ms. Kokoris beat him to the violin purchase. He
said he and his wife had wanted to help a Ukrainian
child in some concrete way ever since a visit to Ukraine.
“Two years ago we visited Yalta and Odesa where we
had seen a number of beautiful children playing various
musical instruments. We wished we were able to help
them with more than just by giving them a dollar,”
explained Mr. Brunton, who added that he wants to
maintain contact with Ihor and perhaps help him in the
future as well.
With plenty of money rolling into the Kyiv Bureau
office of The Weekly to support Ihor and his desire for a
violin, contact was made with the Union of Humanists
to hold a press conference in order to present Ihor with
his gifts. The two sides agreed that a second, no less
important, point of the press conference would be to
highlight how individuals – and not simply governments
– can and should perform acts of charity to take care of
those within society who are less fortunate.
With everything set and the violin purchased, the
effort in support of Ihor almost came to naught after
Ihor failed to appear for a shopping trip the day prior
to the press conference, and was nowhere to be found
all evening long. But through a dedicated effort by
Oleksii Usachov, director of social programs for the
Union of Humanists and the person who had first met
the young violinist and brought him to the Music of
the Underground Festival, Ihor reappeared the next
morning.
Asked why he hadn’t shown at the agreed-upon time
on the day before, the normally punctual teenager meekly mumbled, “I forgot.”
A quick trip to a local department store provided Ihor
with his first ever concert suit and a bowtie. The shopping excursion that he forgot about will still take place,
to buy the youngster and his 17-year-old sister, who also
happens to be a musician – violoncello is her instrument
of choice – some summer clothes and perhaps winter
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Mykhailo Markiv/Kievskie Viedomosti

Ihor Lobok with his new violin.

coats, if they can be found at this time of year.
The balance of the money, some $400, should
become the initial deposit for a fund to pay for Ihor’s
tuition at the Reinhold Gliére Ukrainian State Music
Academy in Kyiv, considered the top musical school in
Ukraine specializing in violin training.
Ihor will test for admission to the academy this fall
and hopes to enter next year. If he should succeed, it
would be the realization of yet another part of his
dream.
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The Ukrainian Weekly announces a special section

Congratulations,
Graduates!

(Continued from page 2)
Resources Minister Vasyl Shevchuk on
June 7 for “serious shortcomings” in his
work, UNIAN reported, quoting presidential
spokeswoman
Olena
Hromnytska. The president also issued
an official reprimand to Vice Prime
Minister Vitalii Haiduk for alleged mismanagement of the state’s natural
resources. Moreover, Mr. Kuchma tasked
law enforcement bodies, prosecutors and
tax inspectors with a thorough inspection
of state companies dealing with the
exploration and extraction of mineral
resources in the country within the next
six months. (RFE/RL Newsline)

Every year tens of thousands of students throughout North America
receive undergraduate and graduate degrees at colleges and universities, cresting a pinnacle of personal achievement. And then there are
those who graduate high school or complete the “matura” in our
schools of Ukrainian studies.
The Ukrainian Weekly’s special section – Congratulations,
Graduates! – offers readers of The Ukrainian Weekly the opportunity to place a note congratulating family members and dear friends on
their recent achievements. This annual section will be published on
July 6, 2003.

Lithuania offers free visas for Ukrainians

To place an ad congratulating a recent graduate,
please send us the following by June 25:

KYIV – Lithuanian Prime Minister
Algirdas Brazauskas said in Kyiv on
June 4 that Lithuania, in light of its
imminent entry into the European Union,
is prepared to issue visas to Ukrainians
free of charge if Lithuanian citizens are
allowed to enter Ukraine without visas,
Interfax reported. Mr. Brazauskas was in
Ukraine for a three-day official visit.
(RFE/RL Newsline)

• your note of congratulations, in Ukrainian or English,
which should be no more than 50 words, including names;
• in English, the full name of the graduate, the degree completed or
diploma received, along with the date it was presented, a list of
awards and honors given the graduate, and the name and location of
the school;
• a photo of the graduate (optional);
• payment for the ad;
• your daytime phone number.

Minister fears poor grain harvest

KYIV – Agriculture Minister Serhii
Ryzhuk said on June 4 that if Ukraine
sees no rain in the next 10 days, the
country’s grain harvest in 2003 might
total just 25 million to 27 million tons, as
predicted by Ukrainian agricultural
experts earlier this year, Interfax reported. Last year, Ukraine harvested 38.8
million tons of grain. (RFE/RL
Newsline)

The ad sizes for the greeting are a 1/8 page horizontal for $100
or a 1/4 page for $180.
Please make checks payable to The Ukrainian Weekly
and mail along with above information to:
The Ukrainian Weekly – Congratulations Graduates!
2200 Route 10, P.O. Box 280
Parsippany, NJ 07054
Attn. Maria O.
For further information, please call
(973) 292-9800 ext. 3040

Reconstruction of ancient church begins
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NEWSBRIEFS
SUNDAY, JUNE 15, 2003

KYIV – Archaeological and reconstruction work on the Church of the
Presentation, Ukrainian Orthodox
Church – Moscow Patriarchate (UOCMP), started in Kyiv’s Podil neighborhood on May 24. Archpriest Vitalii
Kosovskyi, dean of Kyiv for the UOCMP, who initiated the restoration of this
ancient church some years ago, served a
prayer service in gratitude. A church in
this location is mentioned in ancient
chronicles from the times of the baptism
of Kyivan Rus’ in the 10th century. The
Church of the Presentation was
destroyed during Soviet times, in 1970,
but now the local Orthodox community
has received permission for reconstruction. After archaeological research has

Come visit and see the changes
taking place and rediscover Soyuzivka.

We’d like to congratulate all
wedding couples on their upcoming
nuptials and celebrations.

We specialize in customized weddings,
bridal showers, rehearsal dinners and
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been completed, the reconstruction of the
church will begin, reported the website
www.orthodox.org.ua (Religious Information Service of Ukraine)
Bulgaria to ease visa requirements

KYIV – Bulgarian National Assembly
Speaker Ognyan Gerdzhikov said in
Kyiv on June 2 that Bulgaria will relax
visa requirements for Ukrainians,
Ukrainian Television reported. “The government decided that collective tourist
visas will be free for Ukrainians from
April 18,” Mr. Gerdzhikov said. “We are
also working to introduce a system of
electronic visas in order to speed up and
simplify procedures for obtaining them.
This is important because 39,000
Ukrainians visited Bulgaria last year.”
Mr. Gerdzhikov and Ukrainian
Parliament Chairman Volodymyr Lytvyn
signed a cooperation accord between
Bulgaria’s National Assembly and
Ukraine’s Verkhovna Rada. (RFE/RL
Newsline)
Two million affected by Chornobyl

KYIV – Since 1991 the number of
invalids in Ukraine from the Chornobyl
incident has increased 1.6 times and
today there are almost 100,000 of them,
reported Iryna Kravchenko, writing in
Ukraina Moloda. The major illnesses
resulting from the accident at the
Chornobyl nuclear power plant are cancers and diseases affecting the circulatory and nervous systems. Participants in
the clean-up of the accident have suffered the most. Of the liquidators, 237
suffered severe radiation sickness; 28
died in 1986. One hundred forty-five
diagnoses were confirmed in 1989. As of
April 1 of this year 24 additional liquidators have died of various causes. The
greatest incidence of oncological illnesses is among the clean-up crew, and it is
continually increasing and is higher than
similar indicators among other groups of
the population. As a result, in 2001 the
incidence of malignant tumors amongst
the clean-up crew was 37.7 per 10,000
affected of the population, whereas in
comparable age groups it was 34.5 to 35
per 10,000. The incidence of cancer of
the thyroid gland in the clean-up crew is
four to five times greater than that of the
rest of Ukrainians. The increase of cancer of the thyroid gland is one of the consequences of radiation from the accident.
According to UNIAN, for the period
between 1986-2002 there were 2,371
surgeries in Ukraine on individuals who
were age 18 or younger at the time of the
accident. The April 22 article by Ms.
Kravchenko also reported that last year
nearly 2.5 million people who suffered
as a result of the Chornobyl catastrophe
were being cared for in medical institutions of the Ministry of Health system –
among them there were almost 475,000
children. (Ukraina Moloda)
Russia seeks guarantees on Baltics

MOSCOW – The Foreign Affairs
Ministry said in a statement on June 1
that Russia continues to be concerned
about the military consequences of
NATO’s eastward expansion and the
future membership of the Baltic states,
ABNews reported. A Foreign Ministry
spokesman said that at the NATO-Russia
Council meeting, which was to begin on
June 3 in Madrid, Russia will “insist on
clear and unambiguous guarantees that
arms and armed forces of other countries
will not be deployed on the territory of
the Baltic states.” An Ekho Moskvy
opinion poll reported on June 2 showed
that 57 percent of 2,815 respondents said
they are not concerned about the possible
deployment of NATO troops in the
Baltics, while 43 percent expressed concern. (RFE/RL Newsline)

News media...
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(Continued from page 1)
largest single act of genocide in
European history.”
“Yet the mainstream Western media
was virtually blind to what was going
on,” Mr. Sieff continued. “And in the
United States, serious newspapers across
the nation took their lead from the thenrevered and utterly trusted Duranty. As
Richard Pipes, a leading U.S. authority
on Soviet history, noted, ‘It has been said
that no man has done more to paint in the
United States a favorable image of the
Soviet Union at a time when it was suffering under the most savage tyranny
known to man.’ ”
The UPI analyst, a specialist in international affairs, who has been nominated
for the Pulitzer Prize, concluded his commentary with the following:
“In his own lifetime – he lived to the
age of 73, though he died broke and forgotten – Duranty was never called to
account. Indeed, as [Malcolm]
Muggeridge [correspondent for the
Manchester Guardian who, defying
Soviet authorities, traveled to Ukraine
and reported on the Famine] also noted,
‘He came to be accepted as the great
Russian expert in America, and played a
major part in shaping President
Roosevelt’s policies’ towards the Soviet
Union.
“The Pulitzer Prize board’s re-evaluation of Duranty’s award therefore comes
late in the day, to put it mildly, but it is
still a welcome, indeed necessary gesture
towards American journalistic integrity
and to the hecatombs of dead whose cries
were hushed.”
Mr Sieff’s commentary was picked up
by other news media, among them The
Washington Times online edition.
Soon after the UPI commentary
appeared, Fox News Channel contacted
The Ukrainian Weekly to learn more
about the Famine and the campaign to
strip Duranty of his Pulitzer.
Correspondent Rick Leventhal visited
The Weekly’s editorial offices on June 4,
speaking with Editor-in-Chief Roma
Hadzewycz and Mr. Nynka, and filming
an interview with Ms. Hadzewycz. Fox
also interviewed Askold Lozynskyj, president of the Ukrainian World Congress. A
brief report on the campaign aired on the
Fox network on June 10.
The Associated Press reports

The Associated Press on June 10 disseminated a news story headlined “Pulitzer
probes Times writer’s 1932 award.”
Written by Larry McShane, the report
noted that “A Pulitzer Prize awarded in
1932 to a New York Times correspondent
is under review and could be revoked
because of complaints that he deliberately
ignored the forced famine in the [sic]
Ukraine that killed millions. The review of
Walter Duranty’s work was launched in
April by a Pulitzer subcommittee. No
Pulitzer has ever been revoked in the 86
years that the prize has been awarded.”
Mr. McShane cited the Ukrainian
Congress Committee of America and
Ukrainians worldwide who are participating in a campaign seeking the withdrawal of Duranty’s award. He cited
UCCA President Michael Sawkiw Jr. for
information that more than 15,000 postcards and thousands more letters and emails were sent to the Pulitzer Board.
“Exactly like Jayson Blair, the heart of
all this is journalistic integrity and
ethics,” Mr. Sawkiw told the AP, referring to the Times reporter who fabricated
and plagiarized numerous stories that
appeared in that newspaper.
“Like any significant complaint, we
take them seriously,” Sig Gissler, administrator of the Pulitzer Board, told the AP.
“They are under review by a board sub-
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committee, and all aspects and ramifications will be considered.”
The news service also reported: “The
Times has also distanced itself from
Duranty’s work. The reporter’s 1932
Pulitzer is displayed with this caveat:
‘Other writers in The Times and elsewhere have discredited this coverage.’ ”
The same story quoted Toby Usnik,
director of public relations at The Times,
as saying: “The Times has reported often
and thoroughly on the defects in
Duranty’s journalism as viewed through
the lens of later events.”
The AP also reported that the Pulitzer
Board had previously considered the
Duranty case and that “a similar probe in
1990 ended with a decision to let the
Pulitzer stand.”
The Associated Press story appeared in
a range of publications around the globe,
from The New York Times (which did not
run its own story, but only the AP’s) and
Newsday, based on Long Island, N.Y., to
the Melbourne Age in Australia and The
Straits Times, which covers the Pacific
region and is the most widely read newspaper in Singapore. It was also cited in
local newspapers, many information websites and online publications.
National Review commentary

The National Review Online of May 7
carried an article by Andrew Stuttaford
headlined “Prize Specimen: The campaign
to revoke Walter Duranty’s Pulitzer.”
Mr. Stuttaford, who is contributing
editor for National Review Online, wrote
that Duranty “in March 1933, while
telling his readers that there had indeed
been ‘serious food shortages’ in the [sic]
Ukraine, he was quick to reassure them
that ‘there [was] no actual starvation.’
There had been no ‘deaths from starvation,’ he soothed, merely ‘widespread
mortality from diseases due to malnutrition.’ So that was all right then.”
But Duranty “was keeping count,” Mr.
Stuttaford writes. “In the autumn of 1933
he is recorded as having told the British
Embassy that 10 million had died. ‘The
Ukraine,’ he said, ‘had been bled white,’
remarkable words from the journalist
who had, only days earlier, described talk
of a famine as ‘a sheer absurdity,’
remarkable words from the journalist
who, in a 1935 memoir had dismayingly
little to say about one of history’s greatest crimes. Writing about his two visits to
the [sic] Ukraine in 1933, Duranty was
content to describe how ‘the people
looked healthier and more cheerful than
[he] had expected, although they told
grim tales of their sufferings in the past
two years.’ As Duranty had explained
(writing about his trip to the [sic]
Ukraine in April that year), he ‘had no
doubt that the solution to the agrarian
problem had been found.’ ”
“Well, at least he didn’t refer to it as a
‘final’ solution,” the editor wrote.
“Duranty’s Pulitzer is an insult that
has lost none of its power to appall,” he
continued. “Duranty’s writings clearly
tipped over into propaganda, and, often,
outright deception. ...”
Mr. Stuttaford concluded with a reference to The Washington Post correspondent who wrote a heart-wrenching
account of an 8-year-old junkie, winning
a Pulitzer – which the Post returned after
learning that the story, and the boy
named Jimmy, were fabrications:
“Duranty’s ‘Stalin’ was a lie, not much
more genuine than Janet Cooke’s
‘Jimmy’ and, as he well knew at the time,
so too were the descriptions of the Soviet
experiment that brought him that
Pulitzer.
“And if that is not enough to make the
Pulitzer Board reconsider withdrawing an
award that disgraces both the name of
Joseph Pulitzer and his prize, it is up to The
New York Times to insist that it does so.”

SUNDAY, JUNE 15, 2003
Financial Times comments

The Financial Times of June 11, in its
op-ed section called “Observer,” printed
the following brief item headlined
“Tough Times”:
“The New York Times can’t catch a
break these days. Now a group is petitioning for the revocation of a Pulitzer Prize
won by its reporter Walter Duranty – in
1932. And the Pulitzer board is considering the issue, says The New York Sun.
Duranty won a Pulitzer for stories he filed
from Ukraine. And in the 70th anniversary
year of the Ukrainian Famine, several
Ukrainian-American groups are campaigning to have it revoked on the grounds that
Duranty’s sympathy for Joseph Stalin
meant he ignored millions of deaths.
“Even though it is accepted that
Duranty was sympathetic to Stalin, this
latest scandal – a historical one at that – is
enough to turn the Gray Lady, well, gray.”
Other media reports

Reports were carried also by The
Globe and Mail, which published a news
story by Victor Malarek on May 2; the
Agence France Presse news service; the
British-based London Daily Telegraph,
Guardian and The Observer (an online
daily newspaper); The New York Sun,
which featured the story on the front
page of its June 10 edition; the websites
of CBS News and Fox News Channel;
and several radio stations, including the
New York news station WCBS.
The New York Daily News on June 11
published a short news story by business
writer Paul D. Colford, who reported that
“Thousands of letters, e-mails and
preprinted postcards have been sent to
the Pulitzer Board in a campaign begun
early this year by Ukrainian groups in the
U.S. and abroad.”
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“I’m very happy with the decision [of
the Pulitzer Board to review Duranty’s
prize,]” Myron Kuropas of DeKalb, Ill.,
who was identified as a retired education
and a member of the Ukrainian National
Association, told Mr. Colford. “They
should have done this years and years
ago,” Dr. Kuropas added.
Dr. Kuropas – who participated in the
postcard campaign aimed at revoking
Duranty’s Pulitzer by distributing 1,000
of the 30,000 cards that were printed
before May and subsequently mailed
from the United States, Canada, Australia
and Europe, including Ukraine – was
previously quoted in his local newspaper,
the Daily Chronicle of DeKalb county in
Illinois. He told staff writer Dan
Campana that a U.S. congressional commission published its findings in 1988
that “Stalin and those around him committed genocide against Ukrainians in
1932 and 1933.” Dr. Kuropas also
explained to the Chronicle that the
Soviets had denied the Famine for
decades and only in 1990 acknowledged
that it had indeed occurred.
Dr. Lubomyr Luciuk of the Ukrainian
Canadian Civil Liberties Association, who
initiated the postcard campaign, told the
Illinois newspaper that the Pulitzer committee is “fully aware of the facts.” He added:
“Why wouldn’t they revoke his [Duranty’s]
Pulitzer Prize? What harm does it do?”
The Duranty case also received much
play on a variety of websites and online
forums, including the Internet newspaper
WorldNetDaily.com, which used mostly
the information contained in the abovementioned Associated Press report; and
townhall.com, which published a commentary by Marvin Olasky, editor of
World (www.worldmag.com).
– compiled by Roma Hadzewycz
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Ukrainian Sitch Sports School
An Unforgetable Learning Experience

LEARN SOCCER, VOLLEYBALL, SWIMMING, TENNIS FROM AN OUTSTANDING STAFF
THAT HAS BEEN HAND-PICKED TO WORK WITH ALL AGES AND ABILITY GROUPS.

Place: “Verkhovyna” Resort, Glen Spey, N.Y.
When: July 27 - August 16, 2003
Boys and girls ages 6-18

Register now — Capacity is limited — For information write to:
Ukrainian Sitch Sports School
680 Sandford Avenue, Newark, NJ 07106
http://www.Oleh.net/sitch/

Ukraine’s prime minister...
SUNDAY, JUNE 15, 2003

(Continued from page 1)
investment finances had been directed at
the food industry, machine building and
the financial sector.
While the prime minister put an optimistic spin on the current investment climate in Ukraine, President Kuchma gave
a more restrained assessment of the situation.
“The situation with investments does
not meet the requirements of the present
time,” Mr. Kuchma bluntly stated. The
Ukrainian president announced that he
would develop an agency solely dedicated to coordinating and supporting foreign
investment growth throughout the country.
He noted that the economic sectors
that produce 80 percent of Ukraine’s economic output – metallurgy, the chemical
industry, machine building, and the oil
and energy sector – had drawn merely 20
percent of the foreign investment total.
President Kuchma called the situation
particularly troublesome when a variety
of large-scale industrial projects exist
that have failed to attract foreign money,
including international transportation
corridor development, highway construction, fuel and energy infrastructure development, and space vehicle development.
The president also noted that it was
pitiful that 65 percent of all foreign
investment was focused on nine cities
that contain 20 percent of the Ukrainian
population. Meanwhile 10 oblasts that
held a third of the population of Ukraine
had less than 7 percent of the total foreign investment pie. Mr. Kuchma blamed
the situation on a lack of initiative by
many oblast leaders in drawing foreign
investor interest.
Mr. Kuchma also made it known that
he wants the Verkhovna Rada to pass leg-
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islation that would give more stability
and transparency to the financial sector
of Ukraine, including the banking system. He explained that 80 percent of foreign businessmen who were asked in a
survey about the largest hurdles they face
in doing business in Ukraine replied that
it was the instability and uncertainty of
Ukraine’s legislative base.
The president requested the speedy
approval of laws on credit policy, hard
currency trading, stock corporations,
rights of private ownership and the final
stage of government privatization.
President Kuchma urged more transparency and fairness in the final government privatization process, and he called
on local and regional governments to
closely oversee the process to guarantee
its success. Ukraine plans to sell parts of
its largest and most strategically significant state-run companies in the next 18
months, including Ukrainian television,
Ukrnafta, the oil refining consortium, and
its Black Sea Shipyard, as well as the last
nine regional (oblast) energy producers,
called oblenergos.
While acknowledging that some
progress had been achieved in tax reform,
Mr. Kuchma called for further reduction
of the value-added tax (VAT), the abolition of tax preferences and rebates to
some sectors of the economy, and a general reduction in the number of taxes paid
both by businesspeople and workers.
Mr. Kuchma also instructed the
Cabinet of Ministers to develop a commission for the pre-trial settlement of
business disputes with foreign investors.
Several major foreign investors have left
the Ukrainian market over the years –
leaving others wary of entering – after
being unable to get what they considered
equitable resolution of business disputes
that had ended up in the Ukrainian
courts.
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Campaign...

(Continued from page 3)
the Ukrainian-language newspapers
Svoboda and America. The Chicagobased financial institutions Selfreliance
Ukrainian American Federal Credit
Union and 1st Security Federal Savings
Bank also added their voices. For its part,
the Ukrainian Congress Committee of
America provided letters from its national
offices in New York and its branches in
Illinois, Michigan, Philadelphia and New
York City (the latter is known as the
United
Ukrainian
American
Organizations of Greater New York).
Through the active work of the
UCCA’s Kyiv bureau, members of the
Ukrainian government also joined the chorus of support letters. Ukraine’s Minister
for Foreign Affairs Anatolii Zlenko underscored that a monument “will serve as a
reminder that the battle for human rights is
a global issue that cannot and must not be
forgotten.” Ukraine’s Ambassador to the
United States Kostyantyn Gryshchenko
wrote of the Famine-Genocide as “one of
the best-kept secrets of modern history”
and stated that “the erection of a monument will prove that the ‘Holodomor’ is
not only [a] Ukrainian tragedy, but the
tragedy of all civilized society.”
Additional letters arrived from the
chairman of the Ukrainian Parliament,
Volodymyr Lytvyn; member of Ukraine’s
Parliament and 52nd president of the
United Nations General Assembly
Hennadii Udovenko; and the leader of
the Our Ukraine parliamentary faction,
Viktor Yushchenko. In his lengthy letter,
Mr. Yushchenko referred to the “silent
hell” created in Ukraine when entire villages slowly died out from hunger.
All told, the Ukrainian Congress
Committee of America and Rep. Levin’s
office have received nearly 30 letters of
support.

Yara Arts Group...

(Continued from page 12)
dance and am enjoying it very much. And
I hope the young local audience who were
at the community center will give much
more well-deserved respect to their grandmothers and learn to sing the beautiful
songs that I was so fortunate to learn.”
The evening’s presentation ended with
another Ukrainian song sung by Ms.
Hiroshima and Ms. Wright. After the performance students filled out evaluations in
which they expressed their awe and appreciation of what they had seen and heard.
Among the numerous laudatory remarks
were the following: “Continue to give us
cultural presentations from other cultures
around the world,” “I feel learning about
cultures and art from other places across
the world is a valuable asset to community
colleges. It broadens the local perspective
on foreign cultures and helps people to be
more accepting of others. The music was
very interesting and beautiful,” and “We
need more of these programs that reflect
cultures most of us know nothing about.”
For my own part, I am very happy to
have had the opportunity to host Director
Tkach and her talented Yara artists at my
college. It is one thing to hear Ukrainian
songs sung by Ukrainians but to hear them
come out of the mouths of African
American and Japanese American performers adds a whole new dimension to the
experience. And to further see their presentation bring an audience of American students to their feet in admiration was at once
unexpected, thrilling and very moving. I
congratulate Ms. Tkach for her heroic pioneering efforts to weave Ukrainian culture
into the fabric of the American collective
consciousness, thereby enriching the ever
changing face of American culture.
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After the testimonies were presented,
members of the commission addressed
questions to Messrs. Yatsenkivskyi and
Sawkiw. They asked what similarities
and differences there are between this
proposed monument and other monuments in Washington, such as those dedicated to Mahatma Ghandi and Czech
President Tomas Masaryk. In addition,
they asked if there were similar efforts to
erect a monument to the victims of the
Ukrainian Famine-Genocide under way
in Ukraine today, to which Mr.
Yatsenkivskyi replied in the affirmative.
Mr. Ettinger and Mr. Sawkiw were
guardedly optimistic following the meeting, believing the commission to be
receptive to the idea of a Famine memorial, especially in light of the support
expressed by members of the community. The commission’s findings will be
made public within future weeks.
The Ukrainian Congress Committee
of America encourages individuals and
organizations to continue writing letters
of support, both to Rep. Levin and to
their individual representatives in
Congress in support of H.R. 591. For
information about the Famine-Genocide
memorial project, the campaign to
revoke Walter Duranty’s Pulitzer Prize,
and 70th anniversary Famine-Genocide
commemorations around the world, readers may visit the UCCA’s website at
http://www.ucca.org.
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Kharkiv delegation attends opening
of International Friendship Park
by Jan Sherbin

Need a back issue?

If you’d like to obtain a back issue of The Ukrainian Weekly,

send $2 per copy (first-class postage included) to: Administration, The Ukrainian Weekly,
2200 Route 10, P.O. Box 280, Parsippany, NJ 07054.

CINCINNATI – Ten Kharkiv businesspeople represented their city at the
May 17 dedication of the new
International Friendship Park. The idea
for the park emanated some years ago
from the Cincinnati-Kharkiv Sister City
Project.
The 20-acre park is meant to be a
peaceful area celebrating friendship
among the world’s cultures.
Kharkiv Mayor Volodymyr Shumilkin
sent this message to the people of
Cincinnati: “On the occasion of the festive inauguration of the Theodore M.
Berry International Friendship Park in
Cincinnati, please accept my cordial congratulations on behalf of all the citizens
of your sister city of Kharkiv.
“This wonderful project, symbolizing
the values of cooperation aimed at
strengthening friendship and the diversity of cultural traditions, will encourage
the unity of people of different nationalities and increase the role of Cincinnati in
the world community,” he noted
On the day of the park dedication, the
Kharkiv businesspeople were in
Cincinnati for a Community Connections
program, organized and implemented by

the Cincinnati-Kharkiv Sister City
Project under a grant from the U.S.
Department of State. During their May
14-June 11 program, they are meeting
with a variety of businesspeople and
educators to learn about American business principles and practices.
Four of them work in fields new to
Ukraine – supermarkets, personnel
recruiting, investment, and Internet
advertising. The others work in construction, manufacture of writing utensils
gasoline distribution, security products,
control systems for industry and the
space program, and compressed air treatment equipment.

Koshetz Choir tribute...

(Continued from page 13)
individual solos were performed by various choir members, including William
Karabin, John Ens, Andriana Chuchman,
John Martens, the Rev. Alexander
Harkavayy and Donna Lynn Grills.
The CD’s cover features the shadows
of a music stand and an angel falling
across a conductor’s stool. Atop the stool
is Maestro Klymkiw’s pencil, as if
placed for the last time. Providing exceptional production support were designer
Frank Occhino of MKP Design and
Productions and Clive Perry of Perry
Recording.
The choir acknowledges the financial
assistance of the St. Boniface Ukrainian
Foundation, the UNF (St. Boniface
Branch), the Thomas Cropo Foundation,
Ukrainian Canadian Foundation of Taras
Shevchenko, the Foundation for Choral
Music in Manitoba, and the Government
of Manitoba – Department of Culture,
Heritage and Tourism.
CDs are available from choir members, The Ukrainian Cultural and
Educational Center and other local
Ukrainian gift stores.

Help Us Help...

(Continued from page 4)
gram was the award of special medals of
recognition to those volunteers who had
made a significant contribution to the
organization over the past 10 years.
Ruslana Wrzesnewskyj, co-founder and
moving force behind the project, delivered a heartfelt speech of thanks and
appreciation to her family, friends and
supporters for their assistance over the
past decade.
She made a point of thanking the project’s three key supporters, Messrs.
Melnyk, Temerty and Yuschenko, whom
she dubbed “the three wise men” of the
project. She also made a point of thanking her country, Canada, for nurturing a
climate of volunteerism amongst its citizens.
The evening closed with two numbers
from the Ukrainian dance group Desna
and was followed by dancing to the
music of the Kari Ochi band. Attendees
had the opportunity to put in their final
bids for a large and varied silent auction
in the lobby of the Canadian Broadcasting Center.
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NOTES ON PEOPLE

Receives Bronze Star
for service in Afghanistan

PARSIPPANY, N.J. – Maj. Yurij
Holowinsky, a member of the U.S. Air
Force Reserve, was recently awarded the
Bronze Star Medal for valor for his service in Afghanistan. Following the terrorist
attacks on the United States on September
11, 2001, Maj. Holowinsky volunteered
for active duty and was among the first
groups of U.S. forces to enter Afghanistan
as part of Operation Enduring Freedom.
The citation accompanying the award
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mentions numerous activities during
which Maj. Holowinsky placed himself at
considerable risk in the most stressful of
combat environments, including participating in the rescue of United States personnel at Qala-i-Janghi.
Maj.
Holowinsky was involved in ground operations against the enemy from November
4, 2001, to December 20, 2001.
Authorized on August 24, 1962, the
Bronze Star Medal is awarded to members of all branches of military service
and may be awarded either for combat
heroism or for meritorious service.
Maj. Yurij Holowinsky is a member of
Ukrainian National Association Branch 777.

Notes on People is a feature geared toward reporting on the achievements of members of the Ukrainian National Association. All submissions should be concise due to
space limitations and must include the person’s UNA branch number. Items will be
published as soon as possible after their receipt, when space permits.

The Ukrainian National Association: 109 years of service to the Ukrainian community.
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Ukrainian pro hockey update
by Ihor Stelmach

Ukrainian duo running dogs

To subscribe: Send $55 ($45 if you are a member of the UNA) to The Ukrainian Weekly,
Subscription Department, 2200 Route 10, P.O. Box 280, Parsippany, NJ 07054

Heading into the 2002-2003 season the
Mississauga IceDogs hoped to turn the page
on the worst chapter in Canadian Hockey
League expansion history. The league’s
board of governors approved the sale of the
team last June 7 to former Ontario League
goalie-of-the-year Nick Ricci for a reported
$3.7 million (Canadian).
Ricci, a former Niagara Falls Flyers and
Pittsburgh Penguins netminder – he played
19 NHL games in the early 1980s – gave
his front office an all-in-the-family feeling.
He hired his former junior teammates
Steve Ludzik as coach-GM and Mark
Osborne as assistant GM.
Ludzik worked recently as a TV analyst. Osborne was coach-GM of the
Toronto St. Michael’s Majors in 19992000.
The IceDogs will remain in
Mississauga and play at the Hershey
Center, where the team has 15 years
remaining on its lease.
Don Cherry, known as a Canadian
broadcaster, was a minority owner of the
team and this past season (2001-2002)
was behind the IceDogs bench. He was
allowed to remain with the organization
as director of player development, but
was not involved with the day-to-day
operations of the team.
With Cherry as coach, the IceDogs
had their best season (11-47-6-4), but
during its first four years of existence the
franchise was the absolute laughingstock
of the Canadian Hockey League, going
27-222-17-8.
Wonder if the Ukrainian duo of Ludzik
and Osborne really knew what they were
getting themselves into with this challenge?

Ludzik exercises tough love

Steve Ludzik wasn’t kidding last summer when he said things were going to
change in Mississauga. Highly touted center Patrick O’Sullivan was sent home to
Winston-Salem, N.C., to cool his jets for
about a month, after first-year Coach-GM
Ludzik couldn’t take any more of the 17year-old’s attitude.
O’Sullivan was suspended by the
IceDogs on November 24, a move supported by his agent, Mark Guy of
Newport Sports Management.
“This is a wake-up call for Pat,” Guy
said. “He hasn’t bought into the system
Steve brought to the team, and when
they’ve talked about it there have been conflicts. There have also been some issues off
the ice that make this action warranted.”
“I think Pat needed to get away from
the game and think about his priorities and
come back fresh,” he added.
Guy said they never sought a trade and
Ludzik reiterated that he never had any
intentions of dealing O’Sullivan, who was
leading the IceDogs in scoring with 15
goals and 31 points in his first 24 games.
O’Sullivan is expected to go high in the
2003 entry draft.
O’Sullivan went on to play for the
United States at the World Junior
Championship in Halifax. He was
Canadian Hockey League rookie of the
year in 2001-2002 after finishing with 34
goals and 92 points in 68 games.
Earlier this recently completed season,
defenseman Mike Barrett was sent home by
Ludzik for missing curfew by 15 minutes
and was eventually traded to the Barrie Colts.
“In Patrick’s case, a trade is not going
(Continued on page 23)

Pro hockey...
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(Continued from page 22)
to happen,” Ludzik said at the time of the
incident.
Iuess Ludzik knew exactly what he was
getting into all along.

Ex-stickboy now a stick wizard

Ukrainian Dave Bararuk used to hand
sticks to members of the Moose Jaw
Warriors. Now the 19-year-old center sticks
it to the opposition as the Warriors and
Western League’s top scorer some six weeks
into the 2002-2003 juniors campaign.
“It feels great,” said Bararuk, the
team’s former stickboy. “Not in my
wildest dreams did I think I’d be up there.
Staying up there is the tough part.”
Bararuk had 29 points (including 11
goals) after his first 17 games. He ascended to the top of the scoring chart on the
strength of a 10-game point streak.
(Bararuk’s final scoring totals for the
recently completed season were 27G-60A87Pts in 63 games – first on the team and
tied for seventh in the Western League)
Bararuk chuckled when he thought
about where he is and where he was.
“I started helping out when I was 12 or
so, and that ended when I was drafted at 15,”
said Bararuk, whom the Warriors selected in
the sixth round of the 1998 bantam draft.
“I grew up watching the Warriors. I
grew up listening to the guys in the dressing room and watching how they prepared
for games. That gave me a step up on
some guys,” he said.
Bararuk took another step up in
September when he attended the Dallas
Stars training camp. “It was weird,” said
Bararuk, a fifth-round selection (147th
overall) of Dallas in the 2002 draft. “I was
watching the guys I had seen on TV and I
knew them all.”
“In my first shift at main camp, I was
playing against Mike Modano, Bill Guerin
and Scott Young. I had to take a face-off
against Modano and I’m almost going,
‘Can I have your autograph after the
game?’ I lost the draw, but I never got
scored on,” he related.

No glasses for Chiefs’ brothers

Jason Shmyr pictured it in his mind
and couldn’t help but smile. The mental
image was of himself and his brother,
Ryan, skating around the Cambria County
War Memorial Arena wearing Charlestown
Chiefs sweaters and thick black glasses
held together at the bridge with white tape.
Sure, they’re one short of a complete
set of Hanson Brothers. But who would
blame the Chiefs if they decided to have
some fun with the Shmyr brothers in the
same city where the famous hockey movie
“Slap Shot” was filmed.
“That would be interesting,” said Jason,
on the day he was traded from Augusta to
Dayton to Johnstown, joining his younger
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brother with the Chiefs.
The Shmyrs are known around the East
Coast Hockey League for their tough-guy
reputations. Ryan, 25, stands 6-foot-6, 230
pounds, and has 1,327 penalty minutes in
254 games. Jason, 27, is 6-foot-4, 210
pounds, and has a hefty 1,703 PIM’s in
387 games.
The Shmyrs have faced each other
once, with the Chiefs beating Augusta 8-2
last January 29. They were together
briefly with San Diego of the West Coast
League in 1997-1998.

Shvidki boosts work ethic

Denis Shvidki thought life in hockey
couldn’t get much worse than it did for
him in 2001-2002. First he suffered a concussion in a pre-season game with the
Florida Panthers. He returned that
November, but wasn’t playing well, so off
to the American Hockey League he went.
Then, just as he was finding his game in
the AHL, he ruptured a ligament in his
ankle and was done for the year.
So much for the breakthrough season
many were predicting for the big, skilled
right-winger.
This past season didn’t start off much
better for the 12th overall pick by Florida
in the 1999 entry draft. Shvidki was
healthy, but his game wasn’t. He was
demoted early by the Panthers, then more
than once found himself a healthy scratch
with the AHL’s San Antonio Rampage.
“He had to learn to compete,” said
Rampage coach John Torchetti. “You put
him with two guys who compete hard
every night and if you don’t compete, you
stick out like a sore thumb.”
Torchetti put Shvidki on a line with
grinders Mike Green and Dave Gove. “He
turned the tables big-time,” Torchetti said.
“Over the last month or so he was one of
our best players.”
“It has taken longer than I expected for
my play to return,” said the 6-foot-2, 215pound Shvidki, ranked No. 3 among current Florida prospects. “I enjoy helping my
team win, and it wasn’t happening at first.
But the last two months I’ve worked hard.”
His statistics were rather ordinary: eight
goals and 21 points in 48 games. But
coach Torchetti liked the way Shvidki has
become aware of defensive responsibilities. He’s not just thinking offense.
“A lot of people just look at stats,”
Shvidki said, “and see two or three goals in
20 games and say, ‘He’s not working hard.’
That’s not true. I’m still playing my game.”
The major boost in his work ethic
earned young Mr. Shvidki a late season
call-up to the big club, where he handled
himself quite well. Look for Denis to be a
third-line regular with Florida next year.
(Quotes above thanks to Jim Cressman
of the OHL beat, Rob Vanstone, who covers
the WHL, ECHL columnist Rob Mueller
and Kevin Oklobzija of The Hockey News.)

Final 2002-2003 Junior Scoring Stats:
Ontario Hockey League

Player
Matthew Stajan
James Wisniewski
Mike Melinko
Scott Horvath
Josh Tataryn
David Pznenyczny
Alex Karalchuk
Kyle Piwowarczyk
Alex Shevchenko
Tyler Hanchuk
Alexander Skorohod
Rob Dmytruk
Jeff Luckovitch
Tyler Dutchyshen
Phil Kozak
Kyle Martiniuk
Kory Helowka
Andrew Maksym

Team
Belleville
Plymouth
Erie
St. Michael’s
Saginaw
Sarnia
Erie
London
Sudbury
Sarnia
Mississauga
S.S. Marie
Saginaw
S.S.Marie
Saginaw
Sudbury
Erie
Owen Sound

GP
54
49
70
64
41
64
59
65
59
46
58
27
30
47
61
56
52
54

G
34
18
15
19
17
13
15
7
7
2
5
3
1
2
1
1
2
1

A
56
32
18
13
13
14
10
15
14
12
9
9
8
4
5
2
0
1

PTS
90
50
33
32
30
27
25
22
21
14
14
12
9
6
6
3
2
2

PIM
66
60
46
54
22
116
113
4
32
127
58
4
66
10
57
38
2
37
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Player
David Bararuk
Ryan Kinasewich
Tyler Mosienko
Kyle Brodziak
Igor Pohanka
Jeff Lucky
Jeff Woywitka
Jonathan Filewich
Johnny Boychuk
Lance Monych
Derek Krestanovich
Michael Bubnick
Ryan Mayko
Kyle Ladobruk
Ricky Kozak
Rory Rawlyk
John Bubnick
Alex Lentowich
Mark Shefchyk
Daniel Waschuk
James Cherewyk
Jeff Topilko
Martin Kubaliak
Andy Zulyniak
Darryl Moscaluk
Ned Lukasevic
Josh Pohol
Colbi Zavisha
Player
Devan Dubnyk
Aaron Sorochan
Kevin Nastiuk
Clayton Turko
Kevin Dziaduck

23

Western Hockey League

Team
Moose Jaw
Tri-City
Kelowna
Moose Jaw
Prince Albert
Spokane
Red Deer
Prince Gearge
Moose Jaw
Brandon
Moose Jaw
Saskatoon
Lethbridge
Regina
Brandon
Red Deer
Regina
Swift Current
Vancouver
Regina
Kootenay
Brandon
Medicine Hat
Prince Albert
Swift Current
Spokane
Kamloops
Spokane

GP
63
63
61
69
56
49
54
48
64
70
52
49
69
66
36
49
70
67
64
43
44
50
53
49
38
31
50
47

Goaltenders

Team
Kamloops
Prince Albert
Medicine Hat
Vancouver
Tri-City

GP
24
47
40
10
16

MINS
1159
2656
2219
372
861

G
27
36
30
29
25
19
16
24
13
19
24
9
5
12
9
10
13
12
5
10
5
4
1
3
2
0
1
0

W
11
14
14
1
2

A
60
47
51
29
31
34
34
25
32
26
19
21
22
14
16
15
12
9
14
6
4
5
8
5
3
4
3
1
L
7
27
20
5
10

T
1
2
1
0
1

PTS
87
83
81
58
56
53
50
49
45
45
43
30
27
26
25
25
25
21
19
16
9
9
9
8
5
4
4
1

PIM
44
85
41
78
28
16
61
45
79
111
118
34
77
60
81
38
50
138
20
35
61
20
66
17
27
29
68
20

GAA
3.11
3.68
4.48
5.00
5.23

PCT
.905
.876
.872
.862
.859
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Soyuzivka’s Datebook

June 2-5
Clergy Retreat, Stamford
Eparchy
June 8-13
UNA Seniors Week

June 15, Sunday
Father’s Day and Kick-off
of the Summer Heritage
Concert Series with Zorepad
Dance ensemble of Watervliet,
NY, and Holy Trinity Ukrainian
School Dance Group of
Kerhonkson, N.Y., and the
vocal ensemble “Generations”
June 21-July 3
Tennis Camp

June 22-29
Day Camp, Tabir Ptashat No. 1
June 28, Saturday
Soyuzivka Summer Zabava
with VIDLUNNIA

June 29-July 6
Day Camp, Tabir Ptashat No. 2

July 4-6
Fourth of July Weekend and
Zabavas with MONTAGE,
TEMPO and Philadelphia Funk
Authority (10-piece funk dance
band)
Music with Philadelphia Funk
Brothers (five-piece funk band)
July 6, Sunday
Summer Heritage Concert No. 2

July 6- 19
Boys’ and Girls’ Recreational Camp
July 12, Saturday
Soyuzivka Summer Zabava

July 13- 18
Chemney Camp, Session No. 1

July 19, Saturday
Soyuzivka Summer Zabava with
VORONY
Children’s Weekend - Bounce
House and Games for Kids
July 20-25
Chemney Camp, Session No. 2
July 20- August 2
Sports Camp

July 26, Saturday
Soyuzivka Summer Zabava
with SVITANOK

July 27, Sunday
Summer Heritage Concert No. 3
August 1-3
Soyuzivka Sports Jamboree
Weekend.
Softball, Soccer, Volleyball and
Hockey/Rollerblade
Tournaments
Music by Ihor Bachynskyj,

Barabolya and Ron Cahute

August 2, Saturday
Soyuzivka Summer Zabava
with BURYA
August 3, Sunday
UNWLA Day

August 3-8
Soyuzivka Scuba Diving Course

August 9, Saturday
Soyuzivka Summer Zabava with
NA ZDOROVYA
Art Exhibit with Ducia
Hanushevsky; ceramics
and the paintings
of Anatolij Burtovyj
Ulster County Caesar Salad
Festival
August 10-16
Club Suzie-Q Week

August 10-23
Traditional Ukrainian Folk
Dance Camp with Roma
Pryma Bohachevsky

August 16, Saturday
Miss Soyuzivka Weekend and
Zabava with
FATA MORGANA

August 17, Sunday
Summer Heritage Concert No. 4
featuring Dumka Choir
August 23, Saturday
Ukrainian Independence Day
Celebration – Dance Camp
Recital and Zabava
August 25- September 1
Labor Day Week

August 30- 31
Labor Day Weekend – Zabavas
with FATA MORGANA and
TEMPO
Summer Heritage Concert with
UKRAINA Dance Ensemble
from Canada
September 8-11
Regensburg Reunion

September 12-14
KLK Weekend and Annual Meeting
Bayreuth Gymnasium Reunion
September 18-21
Reunion of Salzburg Gymnasium
September 26-28
Conference of Spartanky
Plast Sorority
September 28-30
Reunion of Mittenwald
Gymnasium
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PREVIEW OF EVENTS

June 12-29

NEW YORK: LaMaMa Experimental
Theater and Yara Arts Group present
“Swan,” a new theater piece based on
Oleh Lysheha’s eponymous Ukrainian
poem, performed in English in a translation by Virlana Tkacz and Wanda Phipps.
The theater piece, which opens on June 12
and will run through June 29, is created by
director Tkach, designer Watoku Ueno,
musician Paul Brantley, vocalist Meredith
Wright, video director Andrea Odezynska
and actors Andrew Colteaux and Soomi
Kim. Performances: Thursday-Sunday, 8
p.m.; matinee, Sundays, 3 p.m. Tickets,
$15. La MaMa is located at 74 E. Fourth
St.; telephone, (212) 475-7710; website,
www.brama.com/yara.
Saturday, June 21

NEW YORK: Yara Arts Group presents
“Kupala in the Garden,” contemporary
signers, musicians, performers and artist
react to pagan rituals, songs, art and anarchy. The program is free and will be held
at La Plaza Cultural Garden, East Ninth
Street and Avenue C. Website,
www.brama.com/yara.
Sunday, June 22

CHICAGO: The Foundation for the
Advancement of Ukrainian Studies at the
University of Illinois invites the public to
a reception and luncheon at the Ukrainian
Cultural Center, 2247 W. Chicago Ave. for
scholars from the 22nd annual Conference
on Ukrainian Subjects, which is titled
“Ukraine Yesterday, Today, Tomorrow.”
The conference is being held at the
University of Illinois, Champaign-Urbana,
on June 16-21. For more information, call
Prof. Dmytro Shtohryn at (217) 356-9195.
On June 22, the main speakers at the conference will be Ivan Drach, poet and member of Parliament of Ukraine, and Dmytro
Pavlychko, poet and former ambassador of

Ukraine to Slovakia and Poland. For reservations for reception and luncheon, at $50
per person, call Raisa Bratkiv, (847) 4772150.

EMLENTON, Pa.: All Saints Ukrainian
Orthodox Church Camp will celebrate its
25th anniversary on the campgrounds. The
day’s activites commence with the celebration of the hierarchical divine liturgy at
11 a.m. and the blessing of icons. The dining hall will serve delicious Ukrainian and
American foods from 1 p.m., while the
Ukrainian Marketplace will feature handicrafts from Ukraine, religious articles,
icons and a display and sales of Ukrainian
postal stamps. The anniversary program
and concert will take place at 3:30 p.m.
Music will be provided all day by
Mickey’s One-Man Band. Sports activities
available all day include softball, basketball, volleyball and swimming. Free
admission and parking. For more information call the camp manager, Stephen
Sheptak, (724) 867-5811.
Saturday, June 28

CHICAGO: A literary evening devoted to
the works of Ivan Bahriany, a prolific
writer, journalist and political leader
whose works are now being published in
Ukraine, is being sponsored by the
Ukrainian Institute of Modern Art and the
Ukrainian Language Society (TUM). The
featured speaker will be O. Konowal, who
organized Bahriany’s extensive correspondence with prominent Ukrainian leaders
and literary figures in two volumes, published by Smoloskyp in Kyiv last October.
The two-volume. “Correspondence,” as
well as other publications, will be available for purchase. Bahriany, whose works
were translated into English, French,
German, Spanish and other languages, was
nominated for the Nobel Prize in literature.

PREVIEW OF EVENTS GUIDELINES

Preview of Events is a listing of Ukrainian community events open to the
public. It is a service provided at minimal cost ($20 per listing) by The
Ukrainian Weekly to the Ukrainian community.
Listings of no more than 100 words (written in Preview format) plus payment should be sent a week prior to desired date of publication to: Preview
of Events, The Ukrainian Weekly, 2200 Route 10, P.O. Box 280,
Parsippany, NJ 07054; fax, (973) 644-9510.

La MaMa Experimental Theatre and
Yara Arts Group present

SWAN

A new theatre piece based on
Oleh Lysheha’s Ukrainian poem

June 12-29
Thurs-Sunday at 8 P.M.
plus matinee on Sunday at 3 P.M.

La MaMa, 74 East 4th St.
New York City; (212) 475-7710 ; $15

KUPALA in the Garden
contemporary musicians, performers
and artist react to pagan rituals,
songs, art and anarchy.
Saturday, June 21, 8 PM - FREE
La Plaza Cultural Garden
E. 2th St. & Ave. C
www.brama.com/yara

