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post-World War II events. But the older woman at the
next kiosk could not give me any more information
about the Jaworzno concentration camp than the first
had. A bit frustrated, I asked whether she sold a road
map of the city on which something about the monu-
ment might be listed, but she only recommended that I
drive to the bookstore in town. 

Unfortunately, the people at the bookstore also had no
idea where I could find a map – not to mention the actu-
al monument or any remains of the camp. I began to
despair, until one of the bookstore clerks finally suggest-
ed I go to the Historical Museum down the street to try
to obtain information.

The Historical Museum was small, consisting of just
three or four rooms filled with various paintings, farm
instruments, kitchen utensils, furniture and other items that
had been collected from the area over the years. I went
straight up to a man who seemed like he was in charge,
explained my search and asked if he could help me.

Immediately, the man jumped into action and pulled out
a map of the city from one of the file cabinets nearby.
Apparently excited that someone wanted to know some-
thing about the history of the city, he began telling me all
about the concentration camp and its various uses since
World War II. He not only talked about the Nazis and the
imprisonment of the Ukrainians by the Polish government,
but also explained that, in the 1950s, the Polish
Communists had, furthermore, used the camp as a “pro-
gressive” correctional facility. 

From 1951 to 1956, young Poles who were arrested
for taking part in political opposition movements were
subsequently imprisoned in Jaworzno, so that they could
be “re-educated” to become loyal adherents of the
Polish Communist system. It was during this period, the
museum administrator told me, that the old barracks
were torn down and the young Poles were required to
help build more modern buildings in their place.
Therefore, I would not be able to see exactly where the
Ukrainians had been held, the museum administrator
said, but he could show me on the map where I could
find the camp’s original location, as well as the location
of the monument.

He told me that the monument to the victims of the
Jaworzno concentration camp was actually closer than
the spot where the camp had originally stood and was
set in the middle of the woods, because in the early
1990s, a group of Ukrainians decided that the first litur-
gy commemorating the Ukrainian victims of the camp
should be held in the exact area where many of the bod-
ies of the dead had been buried thoughtlessly. First, a
bronze cross was placed in this area so that the graves
would no longer stand unmarked and, later, a permanent
structure was put in place of the original cross.

The museum administrator then went back to the file
cabinets and pulled out a folder marked “Polish-
Ukrainian relations.” Inside the folder were about a
dozen recent articles which he thought would be of
interest to me. I saw that a few of them were about the
May 23, 1998, unveiling of the monument to the
Jaworzno concentration camp’s victims. Pictures
showed the former Ukrainian and Polish presidents,
Leonid Kuchma and Aleksander Kwasniewski, placing
flowers beside the structure.

As I prepared to leave and walk out the door, the muse-
um administrator repeated to me that the monument was a
bit difficult to find and that, if I were to get lost and need
to ask someone for directions again, I should not confuse
it with the “Monument to the Victims of Fascism,” which
was also located in the city. I thanked him for his help –
as well as for the map which he had graciously given me
– and hopped back into the rental car.

Soon, however, I reached a path leading to the woods
and was forced to go by foot. As I walked among the
trees, I could not help but think what a shame it was for
the monument to be located in such an obscure place, far
from the public eye. Finally, I reached a little clearing
where the monument stood. It was made out of two sepa-
rate, tall concrete pieces which, together, seemed to make
the shape of a large flame. The inner sides of each of the
tall pieces were cut out in such a way that the empty
space between the two of them formed a giant cross.

“When you look at the cross,” the man at the museum
had told me, “take note of the fact that it is the Roman
Catholic and Byzantine-rite cross meshed together.” The
left piece of the monument formed the shape of half of a
Roman Catholic cross, whereas the right piece contained
an additional diagonal indent which created the outline of
half of a Byzantine-rite cross.

Written in Polish on a plaque were also the words, “It
would seem to the eyes of the foolish that they have
died, but they live on in peace” (Book of Wisdom, 3, 2-
3). Furthermore, carved out in three different languages
– Polish, Ukrainian and German – was the dedication,
which translates into English as:

“In memory of the Poles, Ukrainians, Germans,
all the victims of Communist terror,
who suffered unjustly here,
all of those who were imprisoned, murdered, or died
during the years 1945-1956
in the Central Work Camp
of the Ministry of Public Security in Jaworzno.
In eternal homage.”
After a few minutes, I walked back to the car to continue

on toward the former camp. However, as I drove around the
streets in which the concentration camp had been located, I
realized there really was not anything left for me to see,
because only the concrete apartment buildings and other
structures which the “re-educated” young Poles had appar-
ently built were now visible. 

I tried to imagine what the concentration camp had
looked like. Where had the 12 watchtowers and 14 long
barracks which I had read about originally stood? Exactly
where and to what point did the documented five-meter-
high walls and barbed-wire fences extend? And where, as
the survivors whom I interviewed described, had the sign
saying “Central Work Camp” hung? 

Sixty years after my grandfather was imprisoned in
Jaworzno, I remember my visit to the site and think about
all the different people who were held there as well –
about the Jews and others whom the Nazis treated brutally
and forced to work in the coal-mines; about how those
same Germans and anyone who collaborated with them
ended up in the camp when the political tides turned;
about the Ukrainians and how the Polish Communist gov-
ernment persecuted anyone who showed support for the
Ukrainian independence movement; and about the Polish
youth who were later locked up by their government for
the same kind of independent thinking. 

It seems to me that this year’s 60th anniversary of
Akcja Wisla and the imprisonment of Ukrainians in the
Jaworzno concentration camp provides an opportunity
to remember more broadly the shared history of various
nations and the continuing need for religious, political
and cultural tolerance.

(Continued from page 9)
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who has been a winner at all levels.” –
Danny Ainge, Boston Celtics director of
basketball operations 

“He put on a flawless display. His
workout would have just about killed

me being more aggressive. My shooting
percentage has always been there, but it’s
a matter of getting more looks and put-
ting it up more. I think the coaches real-
ize that if they utilize me to the fullest,
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by Ihor Stelmach

Wally Szczerbiak, in his first full season
with Boston, has rapidly become one of
the fastest-rising stars in the National
Basketball Association. After playing for
the Minnesota Timberwolves for six years,
Szczerbiak’s current home is the storied
parquet floor of the famous Celtics. 

In only his third season in the league,
Wally was selected to the West All-Star
team for the 2002 NBA All-Star Game.
For his career to date, he averages some
19.5 points per game, is among the lead-
ers for guards in field goal percentage
with 51.7 percent, and is in the top 10 in
the NBA for three-point shooting accura-
cy at 44.7 percent. With his superior
shooting skills, Szczerbiak was instru-
mental in helping the Timberwolves
improve their record and become one of
the better teams in the NBA. 

His consistent on-court performance has
brought significant recognition. Szczerbiak
appeared in the men’s magazine
Gentleman’s Quarterly May 2002 issue
and in Sports Illustrated’s special edition
featuring the “Hottest Men in Sports.” In
addition, Converse Inc. handpicked
Szczerbiak to be its marquee spokesperson
as they launched the company’s new line
of athletic footwear.

Following his selection as the sixth over-
all pick in the 1999 NBA Draft by the
Minnesota Timberwolves, Szczerbiak was
the only rookie in the starting lineup for a
playoff contender. He was selected first
team All-Rookie and finished seventh in the
league in field goal percentage (51.1 per-
cent). The T-wolves showed a marked dif-
ference in the games in which Szczerbiak
started, finishing 35-18, while going 15-14
when he did not begin the game. 

Szczerbiak then exploded with 27
points during the 2000-2001 All-Star
Weekend in Washington. He was named
MVP of the Rookie Challenge Game won
by his team of second-year players, 121-
113. He was further honored upon being
selected to play for Team U.S.A. in the
2002 Goodwill Games in Australia. In five
games Szczerbiak shot an amazing 70 per-
cent and averaged 13 points, helping the
American squad capture the gold medal. 

The Spanish-born New Yorker (he
hails from Long Island) is known as
“Wally World,” a nickname from his col-
lege career at Miami University of Ohio.
In recent years, via a unique arrangement,
Universal Studios has launched the Wally
World brand. This inclusive marketing
agreement has established and ensured
Szczerbiak’s long-term involvement with-
in a wide range of consumer products. 

On January 26, 2006, in one of the sea-
son’s biggest blockbuster deals,
Szczerbiak, along with center Michael
Olowokandi, center Dwayne Jones and a
conditional first-round draft pick, was
traded to the Boston Celtics for swingman
Ricky Davis, center Mark Blount, point
guard Marcus Banks, forward Justin Reed
and two second-round draft picks. 

It was Celtics’ director of basketball
operations Danny Ainge’s hope that

Szczerbiak’s outside shooting touch (a
whopping 40.6 percent on three-pointers
in 2006-2007) would offer stronger sup-
port for Celtics superstar Paul Pierce.
This, it was hoped, would permit Pierce
to focus more on the shooting guard posi-
tion, shifting from the shooting forward’s
slot in the lineup. As Szczerbiak contin-
ues to settle in with the Celtics, he hopes
he has found a permanent NBA home in
Boston. He may just be one of those key
missing parts needed to turn this fran-
chise back to its winning days of glory. 

Since the revelation of Szczerbiak’s
Ukrainian heritage in a Sportsline seg-
ment on the pages of The Ukrainian
Weekly, a great deal of research using
yearbooks, guides, periodicals and the
Internet have allowed this columnist to
collect the following information. 

Wally Szczerbiak comments on ... 
... his professional goals: “A lot of my

dreams have been fulfilled, but I want to
keep getting better, because I’ve always
believed that the better you are individu-
ally, the better your team will be. I have
high aspirations in this league, and I want
to fulfill them a little more every year.” 

... his work ethic: “I have always
wanted more expectations. I take what
I’m accomplishing now, and I want them
to demand more of me. I never worry
about what people want from me. I like
expectations, and I like to meet them.”

... advice from his Ukrainian dad, a for-
mer player in the old American Basketball
Association: “He always told me, ‘Wally,
as long as you have fun playing the game,
I’ll guide you in the right direction and
help you out. But there are never any guar-
antees, so just keep having fun with it.’ ” 

... his healthy lifestyle: “I started listen-
ing to my body and learning about nutri-
tion, and from there it just took off. It was
hard at first. If you’ve been eating fast
food, it’s difficult in the beginning to
move to eating turkey and egg whites all
the time. But now I look forward to going
out to restaurants and ordering healthy
food. My body and my taste buds have
adapted to a healthy way of eating, and
I’ve realized a lot of benefits from it.”

... his male model-type looks: “I want
to look good for the fans. I’m on the
court, I want to look like a person who
has put in time to succeed. I think that’s
something all athletes should do, espe-
cially professionals.” 

... the last two years of college ball
with Miami of Ohio: “The team was built
around me, and we got some good quali-
ty wins. But I kept working hard. I knew
to make it at the next level, I had to have
no weaknesses. There’s always someone
better than you, so you have to keep
improving.”

... the secret to his personal success:
“There’s no real secret. It’s just a matter of
doing the work – doing the hard, heavy
lifts and feeling the burn. It’s like anything
else – you’ve got to put the time in.” 

... his continually improving points-
per-game average: “It is a combination of
my teammates looking for me more and

Ukrainians in the NBA: Wally Szczerbiak of the Boston Celtics

Ukrainian Catholic 
Education Foundation 
Prepares to Expand
The Ukrainian Catholic Education Foundation continues to be successful at 
raising funds to help the Church in Ukraine.  Consequently, it needs more 

“workers for the vineyard,” and is carrying out a search for a new Executive 
Director (see Job Description below for more details).

director of the UCEF, I will have more time for them.” So said John F. Kurey, 
Esq., who will continue to serve as President of the Foundation.

The main recipient of the UCEF’s support is the Ukrainian Catholic University, 
a leading educational institution of the Ukrainian Catholic Church.  

UCEF Executive Director—Job Description
Basic Job Description:  The Executive Director is responsible for the overall 
management of the Foundation’s operations and for fundraising duties.

Catholic Church and the Ukrainian Catholic University.

• Fundraising experience preferred.  

• Willing to travel 25-50% of time and as required.  
• Education level:  College degree or higher.  
• Respect for Ukrainian Catholic teachings and the Magisterium of the Catholic 

Church. 
Compensation will be competitive and based on 

package.  

For a more detailed job description please see:

http://www.ucef.org/executivedirector 

Born: March 5, 1977, Madrid, Spain
Ht: 6’7”; wt: 232 lbs.
Hometown: Cold Spring Harbor, Long Island, N.Y. 
High School: Cold Spring Harbor 
High School Sports: basketball, baseball 
College: Miami University of Ohio 
Current Pro Team: Boston Celtics, No. 55 
Parents: Walter and Marilyn Szczerbiak 
Siblings: Wendy, Will
Married: Shannon Ward in 2000
Pets: two Italian greyhounds (Sally, Daisy), cat (Teddy) 
Religion: Catholic 
Hobbies: golf and video games 
Favorite movie: “Gladiator” 
Favorite music: pop and rap 
Favorite foods: cheeseless barbecue pizza, egg whites, bagels 
Favorite car: Mercedes 

Up close and personal
with Walter Robert Szczerbiak

ORTHODONTIST

Dr. Daniel A. Kuncio
Ñ�. Ñ‡ÌËÎÓ é. äÛÌˆ¸Ó

Specialist in Child and Adult
Orthodontics

Certified and Published in
Invisalign®

Complimentary Consultation
(Bayside office only)

Most Insurances Accepted

Offices in Queens and Manhattan:

Z.D. Kuncio  DDS
General Dentistry

26-03 203 St.  
Bayside, NY 11360

(718) 352-1361

Topal Orthodontics
2109 Broadway (73rd St.)

Suite 201
New York, NY 10023

(212) 874-0030

we’ll be better off.” 
... his athletic wife, Shannon: “She’s

worked out hard ever since I’ve known
her, and I’ve been the same way. We’re
almost competitive with each other.
When she sees me go to practice, she
goes to the gym.” 

Finally, three brief perspectives about
Wally Szczerbiak from three distinct
experts: an NBA exec, an agent and a
writer: 

“In Wally, we are receiving an All-
Star player who is playoff-tested and

any of the other top draft prospects, and
the people watching him knew it. When
he tossed aside his shirt, I literally heard
gasps.” – Gary Wichard, CEO of Pro
Tect Management, on a private workout
to which Wally invited various scouts
and coaches. 

“If the NBA had an All-Body Team,
Wally Szczerbiak would make the start-
ing line-up. The 6’7” 240-pound for-
ward is one of the fittest players in the
league, and looks it.” – Matt Fitzgerald,
Muscle Media.
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College, 501 Vine St. in Scranton. The
talk, open to the public free of charge,
will be followed by a question-and-
answer session, a reception and a book
signing. Reservations are requested;
please call 570-961-2300, ext. 4.

Mr. Nicola, who is of Ukrainian
ancestry, is a co-founder of the Ukrainian
American Youth Caver Exchange
Foundation (UAYCEF), whose mission
is to bring young people together from
opposite sides of the globe to learn about
each other’s cultures as they explore
caves and share caving techniques. 

He is a 30-year veteran of major cave
systems in the United States, Mexico and
Ukraine, and continues to coordinate and
lead both major and minor explorations
in all three countries as well as the
Caribbean. 

In addition to currently serving on the
executive board of the UAYCEF and two
Mexican speleological foundations, he
has served at different times as chairman,
editor, publisher and activities chair of
Metropolitan Grotto, chair of the
Northeast Regional Organization and
secretary of the Northeast Cave
Conservancy. Mr. Nicola also maintains
membership in numerous speleological
societies and associations.

Mr. Taylor is an award-winning writer,
photographer and filmmaker specializing
in science, adventure and exploration,
whose exploits have taken him to some
of the rarest and most extreme locations
on Earth. His articles and films have
appeared in National Geographic,
Ranger Rick and Outside, on the
Learning Channel and PBS, and in other
international media outlets. 

As an underground explorer, Mr.
Taylor has participated in underground
expeditions on five continents. Mr.
Taylor’s exclusive article about Mr.
Nicola’s 10-year quest and the Stermers’
extraordinary survival was profiled in the
June 2004 issue of National Geographic
Adventure, and served as the basis for
the book.

The event is co-sponsored by the
Albright Memorial Library, the
Holocaust Education Resource Center of
the Jewish Federation of Northeastern
Pennsylvania and Lackawanna College,
and is appropriate to all persons age 10
and up. Families are encouraged to
attend.
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SCRANTON, Pa. – While exploring a
remote cluster of caves in western
Ukraine, a team of experienced cavers
and adventurers, including the authors of
“The Secret of Priest’s Grotto,” unex-
pectedly uncovered artifacts indicating
that the caves had once been inhabited. 

Intrigued by the clues, world-
renowned veteran caver and historian
Christos Nicola, one of the explorers,
followed the trail for 10 years – he
searched and researched – and discov-
ered an astonishing and poignant story of
a family who endured a perilous life
underground for almost two years and
survived to recount their story. 

Co-author Peter Lane Taylor, a caving
enthusiast, adventure writer and photog-
rapher, joined Mr. Nicola by invitation in
2003 in order to document parallel tales
of discovery, of the cave and of its
secrets.

Their newly published book, which
was released in April, combines natural
history and family history along with
astonishing and rare photography of the
caves and period family photos to tell the
remarkable story of the Stermer family,
an extended Jewish family group, ages 2
to 75, who survived the Holocaust by
hiding in the labyrinth of Ukrainian
caves known as Priest’s Grotto to escape
Nazi persecution. 

In Mr. Taylor’s words, “for almost two
years, they lived, worked, ate and slept
directly under the feet of those who
would send them to their deaths.”
Booklist wrote in its review, “Part sur-
vival adventure, part searing history and
part discovery story ... there’s no denying
the power of this amazing account  ...”

Messrs. Nicola and Taylor will present
a power point lecture titled “The Secret
of Priest’s Grotto – A Holocaust Survival
Story” on Monday, May 14, at 7 p.m. at
the Mellow Theater of Lackawanna

“The Secret of Priest’s Grotto”
in Ukraine is revealed by caver

BOSTON – A group of Ukrainians
gave a presentation to the history teach-
ers attending the Northeast Regional
Conference on the Social Studies on
Wednesday, March 14, here at the Park
Plaza Hotel. 

Anna Raniuk, a survivor of the
Ukrainian Famine-Genocide, spoke
about her ordeal of living through such a
tragedy, what she saw and how her fami-
ly coped with the devastating loss of
loved ones who starved to death. 

Dr. Lubomyr Hajda gave a lecture
about the history of that era, how it came
about and the resulting action. 

Father Yaroslav Nalysnyk gave the reli-
gious aspect of such an atrocity and histor-
ical quotes; he also mentioned how histori-
cal facts still are not taught and cited the
lack of public awareness of this genocide. 

Part of the film “Harvest of Despair”
was screened, and the teachers were very
interested in seeing the documentary by
Slavko Nowytski.

Present at the presentation were attor-
ney Myron Boluch representing the
Ukrainian American Veterans; Nicholas
Geba, representing the Ukrainian

Heritage Foundation; and Maria Walzer,
vice-president of Ukrainian Congress
Committee of America Boston Chapter. 

For background information about the
Famine/Genocide, the teachers were
given copies of a section of the report of
the U.S. Commission on the Ukraine
Famine, a bibliography, and a copy of a
proclamation by Gov. Mitt Romney.
Included in the material given was the
Curriculum and Resource Guide for
Educators prepared by Dr. Myron B.
Kuropas and published by the Ukrainian
National Association. 

The Northeast Regional Conference
includes the states of Maine, New
Hamsphire, New Jersey, New York,
Rhode Island, Vermont and
Massachusetts. The schools in that state
receive a booklet, and in that booklet is a
paragraph under the heading Ukrainian
Genocide/Famine.

To receive a copy of the aforemen-
tioned section of the Ukraine Famine
Commission report and bibliography,
send a check for $3 made out to UCCA
Boston Chapter to: Maria Walzer, 11
Green Valley Road, Medway, MA 02053. 

Boston activists promote teaching
about Ukraine’s Famine-Genocide

Presenters at the Northeast Regional Conference on Social Studies: (front row
from left) Dr. Lubomyr Hajda, Anna Raniuk, Maria Walzer, (back row) Myron 

Boluch, Father Yaroslav Nalysnyk and Nicholas Geba. 

Bloc, which worked the system remark-
ably well during the last two elections.

The second point is new but vitally
important. To get another chance to gov-
ern, the Orange forces must turn their
attention to what they are less good at:
ensuring cohesion and party discipline
beyond the elections. 

This requires another group of people
– the post election strategists – to get to
work now and prepare a take-over power
scenario. They might start by:

• planning for a transition as soon as
the elections are called. (That’s now! In
Canada, for instance, post-election sce-
nario planning starts early to ensure pre-
paredness for a smooth change-over of
power);

• developing a power-sharing
approach in Parliament among the
Orange members. (Without such a plan
the down-side is grim. By being unpre-
pared they risk losing power as happened
after last year’s parliamentary elec-
tions.);

• composing a shadow Cabinet, a
common practice in Western democra-
cies. (It develops expertise and clarifies
policies.)

If given a second chance, the Orange
forces must resist taking fancy holidays
as was the case after the presidential
elections. After all, the hope of the
Orange forces, once elected, is to get the
job done for the people and the country,
not to join a self-serving high life of
those in the so-called “political elite.” 

(Continued from page 7)

A second chance...

Need a back issue?
If you’d like to obtain a back issue of The Ukrainian Weekly, send $2 per copy (first-class postage included) to: 

Administration, The Ukrainian Weekly, 2200 Route 10, P.O. Box 280, Parsippany, NJ 07054.
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Through-June 22 Art exhibit “Far, Far Away: Postcards from Pre-
Saskatoon, SK Revolutionary Ukraine,” University of Saskatchewan,

800-337-2019 or 306-966-8900

May 13- Art exhibit, “A Collection Revealed: The Ukrainian 
September 16 Museum at 30 – Painting and Sculptures,” The 
New York Ukrainian Museum, 212-228-0110

May 14 Lecture by Mark von Hagen, “Occupations in a
Washington European Borderland: Ukraine in the Eastern Front,

1914-1918,” Kennan Institute, 202-691-4140

May 16 50th anniversary of Oleksander Dovzhenko, with
Stanford, CA film screening “Arsenal,” Stanford University, 

650-725-2563

May 17 – June 10 Art exhibit by Michael Murphenko, “Hilism,” Ukrainian
New York Institute of America, 212-288-8660

May 17 Bandura Downtown concert series, “Saints and 
New York Sinners: Songs of Worship, Penitence and 

Celebration,” New York Bandura Ensemble, The 
Ukrainian Museum, 212-228-0110

May 17 Lecture by George Liber, “Dovzhenko’s Revolution and
Stanford, CA Civil War,” Stanford University, 650-725-2563

May 18 Unofficial Pub Night, Ukrainian Engineers’ Society 
New York of America, Bar 82, nyc@uesa.org

May 18 Lecture by Myroslav Shkandrij, “Kyiv Under the 
Toronto German Occupation, 1941-1943: Dokia Humenna’s 

Memoirs,” University of Toronto, 416-926-2075

May 18 Film screening, “Pirates of the Caribbean: Dead Man’s
Jenkintown, PA Chest” in Ukrainian, Ukrainian Educational and 

Cultural Center, 215-663-1166

May 18-20 Ukrainian Festival, St. George Ukrainian Catholic 
New York Church, 201-805-1545 or maestroandrij@aol.com

May 19 Graduation banquet and ball, School of Ukrainian  
Jenkintown, PA Studies, Ukrainian Educational and Cultural Center,

215-663-1166

May 19 Book presentation, “Like Blood in Water” by Yuriy
New York Tarnawsky, The Ukrainian Museum, 212-228-0110

May 19 Ukrainian cooking class, Ukrainian League of 
Philadelphia Philadelphia, 973-460-8059 or 

a_m_szaruga@yahoo.com

May 19 Memorial evening for Dr. Jaropolk Lassowsky,
New York Shevchenko Scientific Society, 212-254-5130

May 20 “Dueling Violins: The Krechkovsky Sisters,” sponsored
Alexandria, VA by The Washington Group Cultural Fund, The Lyceum,

202-244-8836

May 20 Concert featuring Ukrainian Chorus Dumka, St. George
New York Ukrainian Catholic Church, 718-896-7624

OUT AND ABOUT

May 20 Concert, featuring the Voloshky dancers, Ukrainian
Jenkintown, PA Educational and Cultural Center, 215-663-1166

May 20 Barbecue dinner, Taras Shevchenko School of 
Parma, OH Ukrainian Studies, 440-886-3223 or 330-554-6429

May 22 Lecture by Adam Hapij “Behavior of Critical Facilities
New York During Hurricane Katrina,” Ukrainian Engineers’ 

Society of America, Ukrainian Institute of America,
nyc@uesa.org

May 25 -28 Ukrainian Nationals Invitational Soccer Tournament,
Horsham, PA Ukrainian American Sports Center Tryzub, 

215-343-5412

May 25 Art exhibit, The Ukrainian Canadian Professionals and
Calgary, AB Business Association, Arts Central, 

execdirector@ucpbacalgary.com

May 26 Golf Tournament, Ukrainian Golf Association of 
Hamilton, ON Canada, King’s Forest Golf Club, 905-546-4781

May 27 Concert featuring the Svitanya Eastern European
Philadelphia Vocal Ensemble, Andrea Clearfield Music Salon, 

717-234-3844 or 215-844-1066

May 27 “Triumph Over Fear,” presented by Ottawa School of
Ottawa Ukrainian Dance and the Svitanok Ukrainian Dance

Ensemble, Carleton University, 613-692-5243 or 
613-825-2948

May 27 Memorial Day Picnic and 50th anniversary celebration,
Lehighton, PA Ukrainian Homestead, 610-377-4621 or 215-235-3709

Entries in “Out and About” are listed free of charge. Priority is given to
events advertised in The Ukrainian Weekly. However, we also welcome
submissions from all our readers; please send e-mail to
staff@ukrweekly.com. Items will be published at the discretion of the
editors and as space allows; photos will be considered. Please note: items
will be printed a maximum of two times each.

Banking Center Manager: Philadelphia

It’s my career. It’s my bank.

When you become part of our team, you begin to refer to MB Financial

Bank as “my bank.” As we strive to be a competitive community bank

serving retail customers and providing financial services to small and mid-

sized businesses in the Philadelphia Metropolitan area, we provide per-

sonalized service in a nurturing environment where employees can grow

and advance in a career that fits their talents and needs. We value

employee commitment and contributions. And we demonstrate our appre-

ciation by offering amazing opportunities and rewards at every level.

MB Financial Bank is looking for a results-oriented Banking Center

Manager for its Philadelphia Location. The Banking Center Manager will

be responsible for the administration and coordination of the sales and

operations staff of the Banking Center, as well as accomplishing sales

objective by developing new deposit and loan business, and

attracting/promoting growth through the development and retention of

new and existing customers. Responsibilities include coaching and moti-

vating staff of Personal Bankers, Customer Service Associates (Tellers),

and Assistant Banking Center Manager regarding sales, service and

attainment of goals.

Duties also include supervising the Banking Center to ensure proper

functioning of day-to-day operations, promoting the sales culture and

ensuring that the staff receives proper training to enable the selling and

cross selling of Bank products. In addition, the Banking Center Manager

will participate in Bank beneficial service activities within the Philadelphia

Banking Center community, such as local community organizations for

the purpose of promoting goodwill and generating new business. 

A qualified candidate will have a Bachelor's degree (BA) from a four-year

college or university; or four years related experience and/or training; or

equivalent combination of education and experience. Strong leadership

and business development skills desired; must be fluent in Ukrainian.

MB Financial Bank offers a comprehensive salary and benefits package.

For more information about MB Financial Bank and to apply online, visit

our website at www.mbfinancial.com. Interested candidates should for-

ward their cover letter and resume to mgaal@mbfinancial.com. 

EOE M/F/D/V  

musicians” commented the Director of
McGill Conservatory.

What is remarkable is that Prof. Zuk is
one of the very few professors to have a
long-term commitment to teaching both
young pianists at the McGill
Conservatory and university students at
the Schulich School of Music. This gives
her students a unique opportunity for con-
tinuous mentoring.  So, the inauguration
of the Luba Zuk Piano Festival received
enthusiastic student support.  Even the
administrative staff agreed that there is no
one more deserving the honor of having a
festival named for them than Luba Zuk.

The esteem in which she is held by
students and faculty alike was best
expressed by Prof. Tom Plaunt, chair of
the piano department of McGill
University’s Faculty of Music, where
he’s been teaching since 1974. “Prof.
Zuk,” he said, “ is particularly regarded
for her extremely supportive and sensi-

tive teaching, her compassionate humani-
ty and delightful humor.”

Prof. Zuk, a Ukrainian-born Canadian,
is a graduate of McGill University and
the Conservatoire de Musique de la
Province de Québec in Montreal. A stu-
dent of Lubka Kolessa, she also studied
at the Mozarteum in Salzburg, Austria,
and at the University of Alberta Banff
School of Fine Arts.  Currently she is an
associate professor of piano at the
Schulich School of Music, McGill
University, and at the Ukrainian Free
University in Munich.

An adjudicator at Canadian and inter-
national competitions, she has also
chaired state examination commissions at
state music academies in Ukraine. As
part of the Zuk Piano Duo, she has toured
in Europe, Canada, the United States
China and Ukraine. 

The government of Ukraine has hon-
ored her with the Merited Artist of
Ukraine Medal and the Ukrainian
Canadian Congress has awarded her the
Shevchenko Medal.

(Continued from page 13)

Luba Zuk...
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UKELODEON: it rhymes with nickelodeon. Yes, that’s a kids’ network (spelled with a capital “N”), but
the original word referred to an early movie theater that charged a nickel for admission. According to
The American Heritage Dictionary of the English Language, the root of the word, “odeon,”  is from the
Greek “oideion,” a small building used for public performances of music and poetry. Our UKELODEON is

envisioned as a public space where our youth, from kindergartners to teens, can come to learn, to share
information, to relate their experiences, and to keep in touch with each other. Its contents will be

shaped by the young readers of the next generation.

OOuurr NNaammee:: UUkkeellooddeeoonn

UKEUKELLODEONODEON
FOR THE NEXT GENERAFOR THE NEXT GENERATIONTION

UAYA youngsters learn to make pysanky, or Ukrainian Easter eggs.

by Adam Klymko 

WHIPPANY, N.J. – On Monday,
April 2, the local chapter of the
Ukrainian American Youth
Association under the direction of
Lesia Rago, branch president,
Katia Kucyna, head counselor, and
John Leshchuk, youth director, led
the youth in an old time tradition of
making pysanky (the Ukrainian
version of coloring eggs). 

This tradition has been going on
in the Whippany branch for many
years. Instead of attending a regu-
larly scheduled Monday night
meeting, the “yunatstvo” (youths)
writes pysanky. 

Many of the kids couldn’t wait to
get started, since making pysanky
heads off evil spirits, and giving a
pysanka to close family and friends
brings the recipient good luck, pro-
tects the family from sickness, and
saves a home from fire and other
disasters.

Before getting started, everyone
learned the meaning of each color
and the basic symbols. When asked

what they loved about doing
pysanky, this is what the UAYA
youths had to say: “It’s cool to see
that we can write on eggs and many
different designs come out,” said
Christian Kuzemczak. 

“I loved to see the many colors
on the egg, it looks like a rainbow,”
added Christine Halibej. 

“It’s a lot of hard work and cool,”
enthused Lukas Honcharyk.

Knowing that the eggs were raw
and not hard-boiled, everyone han-
dled the eggs very carefully, worked
diligently and tried to be
“eggstracareful.” Not one egg was
cracked or broken! All the kids,
from the youngest age 3 to the old-
est of 17, enjoyed taking part in
this annual tradition. Everyone had
beautiful pysanky to place in their
baskets to bless on Holy Saturday. 

Additionally, as part of perform-
ing good deeds in the weeks lead-
ing up to Easter, the two youngest
groups, “Zozulky” and “Soloveiky,”
collected canned and packaged
food. The little ones realize that it
is important to help those less for-

Whippany members of UAYA mark the Easter season

Even the youngest took part in a good deed to help the needy.

Packing food donations (from left) are: Zorian Kovbasniuk, Kalyna
Leschuk, Andrew Kuzemczak, Lukas Honcharyk, Roman Bura and
Julianna Shatynski.

tunate, and they collect food dona-
tions several times during the year. 

During Lent they added to the
food collection sponsored by the
parishioners of the St. John the

Baptist Ukrainian Catholic Church
in Whippany. We hope that this
UAYA tradition, instilled by our
parents so long ago, also continues
for many years to come.
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To solve this month’s Mishanyna, find the words on the list below in the
Mishanyna grid. This month we pick up our theme from March: ABC’s –
Ukrainian cities and towns, but this time listing names beginning with
the letters D, E, F and G. See how many of these you can find on your
map of Ukraine!

Dobrovillia Dolyna Dnipropetrovsk

Dniprovka Drohobych Druzhkivka

Dubno Dyvne Dzhankoi

Enerhodar Fedorivka Fontanka

Foros Gigant Gvardiisk

Mishanyna

L O D D N I P R O V K A G O D D
F D U N A L D O N B U D N Y N Y
E R N G I G A N T R R O A I I V
D A A G I A N T R O F O P O P N
O A S O R O F O H E R R R K R E
R K I A N Y L O D T O L I N O T
I V D D O R B R N P S L S A D O
V I A R K Y A N E T L O T H N N
K K R U C I S T R I A T A Z I A
A H N H N O R A V A D N R D S Y
X Z Y D N O F O F I T S K O T O
I U T I V Y R K S I I D R A V G
L R S S O B A K A D R A B Y A N
E D K R O V R A D O H R E N E O
E L K D A I L L I V O R B O D T

Children performing “Viu Vinets” and inviting the audience to join.

by Joe Shatynski

HILLSIDE, N.J. – The children at
Immaculate Conception Ukrainian
Catholic Church shared the beautiful
tradition of “hahilky” – ritual spring
songs and dances – with parishioners
and guests on Sunday, April 15.

Despite a powerful Nor’easter
pounding the New Jersey area, the
children and adults braved the

weather to celebrate these Easter
customs in the parish hall.

Under the direction of Odarka
Polansky-Stockert and Christine
Khedr, the children learned the
hahilky and exquisitely performed
them for the audience.   This year, the
children asked audience members to
participate in one of their favorite
hahilky – “Viu Vinets” (i.e., Making

Hillside parish children share the gift of “hahilky”

OUR NEXT ISSUE
UKELODEON is published on the second Sunday of every month. To

make it into our next issue, dated June 10, please send in your materi-

als by June 1. Please drop us a line: UKELODEON, The Ukrainian Weekly,

2200 Route 10, P.O. Box 280, Parsippany, NJ 07054; fax, 973-644-9510.

Call us at 973-292-9800; or send e-mail to staff@ukrweekly.com. 

We ask all contributors to please include a daytime phone number.
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Children pose with Odarka Polanskyj-Stockert, Christine Khedr and Father
Joseph Szupa after hahilky performances.

a Wreath). This particular hahilka
involves a unique spiral formation.

As always, the pastor, Father
Joseph Szupa, and the parishioners
truly appreciated the children’s
contribution to the Easter celebra-

tions. The children enjoyed an
indoor Easter egg hunt.

Please visit the parish website at
www.byzantines.net/immaculate-
conception to view additional pho-
tographs of the event.
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Thursday, May 17

WASHINGTON: The Shevchenko
Scientific Society, Washington branch, The
Washington Group and the Ukrainian
Engineers’ Society of America, Washington
branch, present a panel on “The Unfinished
Orange Revolution,” with Judge Bohdan
Futey, Dr. Taras Kuzio and Jaroslaw
Koshiw. The panel will take place at 7 p.m.
in the conference room of the Institute for
European, Russian and Eurasian Studies
(IERES) at the Elliott School of
International Affairs, 1957 E St. NW,
Washington DC 20052. (Metro: Farragut
North [Red Line], Farragut West [Blue and
Orange Lines].) Admission is free. For fur-
ther information call 301-230-2149.

Saturday, May 19

NEW YORK: The Shevchenko Scientific
Society (NTSh-A) invites all to an
evening dedicated to the memory of Dr.
Jaropolk Lassowsky (1941-2006), full
member of NTSh-A, director of the
Musicology Section as well as chairman
of the society’s Pittsburgh chapter. Dr.
Lassowsky was a professor at Clarion
University in Pennsylvania, a composer,
violinist, conductor, musicologist and
translator. He was also a visiting professor
and orchestra conductor in Ukraine. The
program will feature an introduction by
Dr. Larissa Onyshkevych, followed by
musical performances by Andriy Legkyi
(piano), Halyna Legkyi (violin) and
Nastia Antoniv (violin). The program will
take place at the society’s building, 63
Fourth Ave. (between Ninth and 10th
streets) at 5 p.m. For additional informa-
tion call 212-254-5130.

NEW YORK: The Ukrainian Museum
and the University of Alabama Press/FC2
invite everyone to a reading on the occa-
sion of the publication of Yuriy
Tarnawsky’s new book of mini-novels,
“Like Blood in Water.” Mr. Tarnawsky will
be joined by Jeremy Davies, Adam Jones,
Steve Katz and Joseph McElroy. A recep-
tion will follow the reading. The event
takes place at 6 p.m. at The Ukrainian
Museum, 222 E. Sixth St. (between
Second and Third avenues). Reservations
are required; please call 212-228-0110 or

write to info@ukrainianmuseum.org. For
further information visit the museum’s
website at www.ukrainianmuseum.org.

Sunday, May 20

NEW YORK: The Ukrainian Chorus
Dumka will perform during the annual
Ukrainian Festival. The concert of religious
music will be held in St. George Ukrainian
Catholic Church at 30 E. Seventh St. imme-
diately following the noon liturgy. For addi-
tional information call 718-896-7624.

JENKINTOWN, Pa.: The School of the
Voloshky Ukrainian Dance Ensemble is host-
ing its annual Spring Festival at St. Michael
Ukrainian Church, 1013 Fox Chase Road.
The festival begins at 1 p.m. with a perform-
ance by the Voloshky School at 2:30 p.m.
Admission: adults, $5; children between the
ages of 3 and 12, $3. Come join us for an
entertaining day on the beautiful grounds of
St. Michael’s. For additional information
contact Andreja Kulyk, 856-755-9280.

ALEXANDRIA, Va.: The Washington
Group Cultural Fund, under the patronage
of the Embassy of Ukraine, invites the
public to the final concert in its 2006-2007
“Sunday Music Series”: “Dueling violins:
Marta and Iryna Krechkovsky.” These two
talented young musicians will perform
works of Janacek, Tchaikovsky, Frank and
Skoryk. Where: The Lyceum, 201 S.
Washington St., Old Town Alexandria.
When: 3 p.m. Unreserved seating; suggest-
ed donation: $20. For more information
call 703-241-1817.

Saturday, June 9 

NEW YORK: The Ukrainian Institute of
America invites the public to a memorial
concert in honor of Ihor Sonevytsky (1926-
2006). Performers of the composer’s works
will include Anna Bachynska, Oleh Chmyr,
Thomas Hrynkiw, Yuri Mazurkevich,
Volodymyr Vynnytsky and the Leontovych
String Quartet (Yuri Mazurkevich, Michael
Lakerovich, Borys Deviatov, Volodymyr
Panteleyev). The program will begin at 8
p.m. at the Ukrainian Institute, 2 E. 79th St.
A reception will follow the concert.
Admission: $25; students, $20. To reserve a
place call 212-288-8660. 

PREVIEW OF EVENTS

PREVIEW OF EVENTS GUIDELINES:
Preview of Events is a listing of Ukrainian community events open to the public.

It is a service provided at minimal cost ($20 per submission) by The Ukrainian
Weekly to the Ukrainian community. 

To have an event listed in Preview of Events please send information, written in
Preview format, i.e., in a brief paragraph that includes the date, place, type of
event, sponsor, admission, full names of persons and/or organizations involved, and
a phone number to be published for readers who may require additional informa-
tion. Items should be no more than 100 words long; items not written in Preview
format or submitted without all required information will not be published. 

Preview items must be received no later than one week before the desired date of
publication. Please include payment for each time the item is to appear and indicate
date(s) of issue(s) in which the item is to be published. Also, senders are asked to
include the phone number of a person who may be contacted by The Weekly during
daytime hours, as well as their complete mailing address. 

Information should be sent to: Preview of Events, The Ukrainian Weekly, 2200
Route 10, P.O. Box 280, Parsippany, NJ 07054; fax, 973-644-9510; e-mail,
preview@ukrweekly.com.

SSooyyuuzziivvkkaa’’ss  DDaatteebbooookk

May 19, 2007
Tri Valley High School Prom 

May 25-27, 2007
Memorial Day Weekend BBQ, 

Orchidia Patrons’ Reunion, 
Summer kick-off and zabava

June 1-3, 2007
Ukrainian Language Immersion 

Weekend offered at SUNY
New Paltz

June 4-8, 2007
Stamford Clergy Days – 

Spring Seminar

June 9, 2007
Wedding

June 10-15, 2007
UNA Seniors Week

June 15, 2007
Wallkill High School Retirement Party

June 15-17, 2007
4th Annual Adoptive Parents 

Weekend

June 16, 2007
Party

June 17, 2007
Father’s Day Luncheon and program 

featuring Syzokryli Ukrainian 
Dance Ensemble, tenor Roman 
Tsymbala and band Vidlunnia with
Marian Pidvirnyj, 1 p.m., $20++

June 21-24, 2007
UMANA Convention

June 24-July 6, 2007
Tennis Camp

June 24-July 1, 2007
Plast Camp – Tabir Ptashat, 

Session #1

June 25-29, 2007
Exploration Day Camp, Session #1, 

ages 7-10

July 1-8, 2007
Plast Camp – Tabir Ptashat, Session #2

July 1-15, 2007
Roma Pryma Bohachevsky Ukrainian

Dance Workshop, Ages 16 and up

July 2-6, 2007
Exploration Day Camp, Session #2, 

ages 7-10

July 6-8, 2007
Fourth of July Festivities: Tiki Bar 

Entertainment, Concerts, Zabavas

July 8-10, 2007
Discount Days, 25% off all room rates

July 11-15, 2007
Ukrainian Film & Cultural Festival –

featuring Roma Pryma 
Bohachevsky Ukrainian Dance 
Workshop, Ukrainian films 
coordinated by Yuri Shevchuk, 
founding director of UFCCU, 
Ukrainian arts and crafts, and more

July 13-15, 2007
Ukrainian Language Immersion 

Weekend offered at SUNY
New Paltz

July 15-20, 2007
Ukrainian Heritage Day Camp, 

Session #1, ages 4-7 

July 15-21, 2007
Discovery Camp, ages 8-15

July 22-27, 2007
Ukrainian Heritage Day Camp 

Session #2, ages 4-7

July 22-28, 2007
Sitch Sports Camp, Session #1,  

ages 6-18

July 27-29, 2007
Ukrainian Language Immersion 

Weekend offered at SUNY
New Paltz

July 29-August 4, 2007
Sitch Sports Camp, Session #2,  

ages 6-18

To book a room or event call: (845) 626-5641, ext. 140
216 Foordmore Road P.O. Box 529

Kerhonkson, NY 12446
E-mail: Soyuzivka@aol.com

Website: www.Soyuzivka.com

MONDAYS, June 25-August 27, 2007
Steak Night with Soyuzivka House band located on Veselka Patio

WEDNESDAYS, June 27-August 29, 2007
Hutsul Night with Soyuzivka House band located on Vorochta Lawn

FRIDAYS, June 29-August 31, 2007
Odesa Seafood Night with Soyuzivka House band located on Veselka Patio

SATURDAYS, June 30-September 1, 2007
Ukrainian zabavas (dances) featuring a live Ukrainian band

BBrriiddggeess  UUkkrraaiinnee  TToouurrss
CCuullttuurraall,,  aaggrriiccuullttuurraall,,  aaggrriibbuussiinneessss  aanndd  ccuussttoommiizzeedd  ttoouurrss..

77  ddaayy  aallll  iinncclluussiivvee  ttoouurrss..

$$33000000  iinncclluuddeess  aaiirrffaarree,,  mmeeaallss,,  llooddggiinngg,,  ttrraannssppoorrttaattiioonn  aanndd
ffuullll--ttiimmee  iinntteerrpprreetteerr//gguuiiddee..

PPlleeaassee  vviissiitt  wwwwww..bbrriiddggeessuukkrraaiinneettoouurrss..ccoomm  oorr  ccaallll  
997700--336611--55778899  ffoorr  iinnffoorrmmaattiioonn  aanndd  rreesseerrvvaattiioonnss..

GGoott  aa  ggrroouupp??    

NNeeeedd  TThhee  WWeeeekkllyy??
Call our subscription department to find out how you may qualify

for a group discount on your Weekly subscriptions. (973) 292-9800 ext. 3042


