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Yanukovych government privatizing
strategic state assets of Ukraine
by Zenon Zawada
Kyiv Press Bureau

KYIV – It pays to have connections.
The government led by Prime
Minister Viktor Yanukovych has been
privatizing strategic government
assets in recent weeks, and it’s no
coincidence the top beneficiary has
been Rinat Akhmetov, the prime minister’s partner and top financer of the
Party of the Regions.
The government sold its shares in
Ukraine’s largest electric company,
Dniproenergo, on August 27 to firms
owned by Mr. Akhmetov, who stands
to control 47 percent of the nation’s
electricity production through his
Donetsk-based holding company,
System Capital Management (SCM).
“Now Akhmetov will decide the
price to set for a kilowatt of electricity for the population,” said Yulia
Tymoshenko, leader of the eponymous bloc that is the Party of the
Regions’ most serious competitor.
“The faster electricity meters turn,
the more rapidly improves the life of
the Regions member (Akhmetov) who
controls the biggest electricity generator in eastern Ukraine (Skhidenergo),”
Ms. Tymoshenko added.
Critics are alarmed that selling
strategic Ukrainian state assets to Mr.
Akhmetov, whose business empire is
estimated at $16 billion, will further
enhance his dominance over
Ukrainian industry, particularly the
energy sector.
“It’s harmful for someone who has
a lot of holdings in a single sector to

Ivan Dadiverin

Industrial tycoon Rinat Akhmetov
was allowed by the Yanukovych
government to gain control of
Ukraine's largest electricity generating plant, Dniproenergo.

expand that ownership,” said Ivan
Lozowy, president of the Kyiv-based
Institute of Statehood and Democracy,
financed by Ukrainian business donations. “Monopolies are harmful. And
the Donetsk clan will be happy to buy
up everything and own 100 percent of
all properties and assets out there.”
The Yanukovych government also
recently declared it wants to auction the
state’s most valuable asset, the Odesa
Portside Plant as soon as October, as
well as the government’s blocking
stock stakes in six regional electricity
distribution companies (oblenergos).
The timing of the auctions, coinciding with the upcoming coalitionformation talks after elections, has
convinced political observers and
investors that “Kuchmist” politics
have returned to Ukraine, replete with
opaque tenders and unfair preferences
to government insiders.
“The Donetsk clan will never hold a
fair, balanced tender,” Mr. Lozowy said.
The Dniproenergo sale
The Dniproenergo sale triggered
the concern.
Demonstrating that he is undaunted
following his corrupt involvement in
the Kryvorizhstal privatization, Mr.
Akhmetov paid a fraction of the market
price for his newly acquired shares in
Dniproenergo, which manages three
electric power stations in the
Zaporizhia and Dnipropetrovsk oblasts.
The Donetsk industrial magnate
paid $208 million for a 35 percent
stake in Dniproenergo – 74 percent
less than the current market value estimated at $803 million, the Security
Service of Ukraine (SBU) reported –
costing the Ukrainian government
$600 million.
Considering that Dniproenergo
could be worth $4 billion in top form,
Mr. Akhmetov’s stake may be worth
as much as $1 billion, Ukrayinska
Pravda reported.
Combined with an 8 percent
minority stake held prior to the sale,
Mr. Akhmetov now holds nearly 40
percent of Dniproenergo shares, with
plans to buy out the remaining minority shareholders and gain the 40 percent plus one share necessary to block
any shareholder meetings.
To enable the sale, the government’s stake dropped from 76 percent
to 50 percent plus one share through a
share emission (dilution) specifically
authorized by the Yanukovych government through a June 13 Cabinet of
(Continued on page 17)

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 23, 2007

$1/$2 in Ukraine

Use of government resources
still at issue in Ukraine elections

Oleksander Kosaniev/UNIAN

While campaigning in Lviv on September 15, President Viktor Yushchenko openly endorsed the Our Ukraine – People's Self-Defense bloc, which critics said is
unethical and unconstitutional.
by Zenon Zawada
Kyiv Press Bureau

KYIV – Rampant exploitation of government resources – known as “adminresurs” – in violation of election campaign
rules and laws has marred this year’s parliamentary elections, observers reported.
All the political parties in government
have committed the abuse, and among
the most flagrant violators is President
Viktor Yushchenko himself, who has
exploited the Ukrainian presidency and
its powers to campaign on behalf of the

Our Ukraine – People’s Self-Defense
bloc, observers noted.
Incidents reminiscent of the corrupt
2004 elections include government officials
forcing workers to participate in campaign
rallies, holding the rallies at the state’s
expense and allowing campaign leaders to
moonlight in key government posts.
“Unfortunately, compared to 2006, all
the main political forces have significantly increased their use of ‘adminresurs’
this year,” said Ihor Popov, chair of the
Committee of Voters of Ukraine (CVU),
(Continued on page 9)

Observers of Ukraine’s elections expess
concern about preparations, voting day
by Zenon Zawada
Kyiv Press Bureau

KYIV – The parliamentary election
campaign of 2007 falls short of last
year’s standard, raising concern among
observers that the elections themselves
will mark a regression in Ukrainian
democracy toward conditions prior to the
Orange Revolution.
Incidents of poor election preparation,
falsification, persecution and government-resource (“adminresurs”) exploitation have proliferated since last year,
reported the Committee of Voters of
Ukraine (CVU), the nation’s leading
independent monitor of elections.
Meanwhile, preparation for the elections themselves is hampered by the poor
quality of voter lists, insufficiently

staffed district election commissions and
evidence of planned falsifications.
The deteriorating standards have led
both domestic and international
observers to voice concern over whether
the elections will be lawful and recognized as valid by Ukrainians and the
global community.
“We are observing the development of
the situation these days with great
unease,” said Niko Lange, director of the
Konrad Adenauer Fund in Ukraine, at a
September 13 press conference.
“Ukrainian democracy will find itself in a
fatal situation if within several weeks
after elections the same conflict in government as several months ago will repeat
itself. In our view, this danger exists.”
(Continued on page 4)
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ANALYSIS

by Taras Kuzio
Ukraine’s parliamentary elections on
September 30 are unlikely to bring overwhelming victories for either the
“Orange” camp of Our Ukraine –
People's Self Defense and the Yulia
Tymoshenko Bloc or the “Blue” camp of
the Party of the Regions. Ukraine’s
regional and linguistic divide makes such
a landslide unlikely; instead, both camps
will remain in the 45 to 55 percent range.
Nevertheless, there are trends that do
reflect changes in electoral geography
and voter intentions.
Ukraine’s regionalism means that no
political force has nationwide support.
Thus, the winning side in a Ukrainian
election is unable to put the other side
out of business, making it impossible to
institute an autocracy.
A narrow win for either camp precludes the formation of a huge parliamentary majority. In addition, the defeated camp will be in a position to establish
a powerful opposition bloc with, at a
minimum, 45 percent of the seats in
Parliament.
As thresholds make it more difficult
for many parties to win seats in
Parliament, the political field has consolidated into a limited number of parties
and blocs. Twenty parties and blocs are
registered this year, down from 45 in
2006. Ukraine’s 3 percent threshold for
parties and blocs to enter Parliament is
the lowest in Europe and Eurasia.
Nevertheless, it has not led to a large
influx of small parties into the Verkhovna
Rada. Eight groups received seats in
1998, six groups in 2002, and only five
last year.
Left-leaning parties, which dominated
politics in the 1990s, have dwindled, and

only the Communist Party of Ukraine
(CPU) is likely to enter parliament this
fall. The Socialist Party of Ukraine
(SPU), won four parliamentary elections
between 1994-2006, but its current popularity stands at 1-2 percent. The CPU has
fallen from 24.65 percent in 1998 to 3.66
percent last year. Support for the far-left
Progressive Socialist Party, which last
won a seat in 1998, has declined to less
than 2 percent.
The 2007 elections are also changing
Ukraine’s electoral geography. The Yulia
Tymoshenko Bloc (YTB), which came
second in a majority of eastern and
southern Ukrainian districts in 2006, is
replacing the left as a viable alternative
to the Party of the Regions (PRU) in
these districts.
The Party of the Regions will likely
still take first place in eastern and southern Ukrainian districts, but by a smaller
margin and, therefore, taking fewer seats
than in last year’s elections. The YTB is
particularly growing in Kharkiv,
Dnipropetrovsk and even Crimea. After
Ms. Tymoshenko’s rally in Kharkiv earlier this month, one poll gave the YTB a
narrow lead over the PRU in that key
oblast.
The Our Ukraine – People’s SelfDefense bloc (OU-PSD) remains unable
to break out of its western Ukrainian
base, and polls show that it has barely
improved on last year’s poor performance of 14 percent.
The PRU leads in all polls, but this
does not guarantee that it will head a
majority coalition and government. Three
out of four recent polls show the two
Orange forces beating the Party of the
Regions. Still-undecided voters tend to
be from the Orange camp and they could
(Continued on page 10)

Party of the Regions challenges
president with referendum plan
by Pavel Korduban
Eurasia Daily Monitor

The Party of the Regions (PRU), led
by Ukrainian Prime Minister Viktor
Yanukovych, has come up with a plan
for a referendum touching on the sensitive issues of language, NATO membership and local governance. The
party’s rivals have been skeptical about
the referendum: President Viktor
Yushchenko has rejected it, and there is
apparently no unity on the referendum
even within the PRU. A referendum
campaign, however, may help the PRU
mobilize its electorate ahead of the
early parliamentary election scheduled
for September 30.
Borys Kolesnikov, the leader of the
PRU’s election campaign headquarters,
announced the start of a campaign to
organize the referendum, addressing a

Correction
Among the photos accompanying the
story (September 16) about the Syzokryli
dance group’s performance at
Eisenhower Park was a photo of Andrij
Cybyk. That photo was mistakenly
included by the photographer with the
series of photos to run with the story; in
fact, the photo was from another event.
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shifting voter preferences in Ukraine
Eurasia Daily Monitor
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press conference in Kyiv on September
5. He said Ukrainians will be asked to
decide whether Russian should be a second official language, along with
Ukrainian; whether the regional governors and heads of districts within regions
should be popularly elected rather than
appointed by the president, as is now;
and whether Ukraine should preserve its
non-aligned status. The last question is
clearly about NATO membership about
which the PRU has been less than enthusiastic.
Mr. Kolesnikov admitted that organizing a referendum in Ukraine is a very
complex process. It requires the collection of at least 3 million signatures and
approval by the Parliament, the president, and the Constitutional Court. He,
however, optimistically estimated that
it should be possible for the PRU to
organize the referendum within 60 to
75 days, which would be after the parliamentary election, but before the end
of 2007.
The PRU is apparently confident that
the referendum will be a success.
Popular support for NATO membership
in Ukraine has hardly ever been higher
than 25-30 percent; various polls show
that about half of Ukrainians or more are
(Continued on page 19)

Election rivals trade insults
KYIV – Prime Minister Viktor
Yanukovych, who heads the Party of the
Regions, told an election meeting in
Vinnytsia on September 18 that Yulia
Tymoshenko in the post of prime minister in 2006 to him resembled a “cow on
ice,” the Ukrayinska Pravda website
reported. “She knows how to skate on ice
or to mold pots out of clay, but she does
not know how to work with economy....
[The Yulia Tymoshenko Bloc’s] social
initiatives are sheer populism. They are
not worried about political and economic
stability. Populists should be prevented
from coming to power,” Mr. Yanukovych
said. “We are not surprised by the overtly
loutish behavior of the leader of the Party
of the Regions,” the Yulia Tymoshenko
Bloc press service stated later the same
day. “Nobody expected anything else
from him. Incidentally, the entire country
knows that Yanukovych’s prison nickname was ‘Lout.’ This explains everything.” Mr. Yanukovych served two
prison terms, convicted in 1967 to three
years on charges pertaining to theft and
robbery, and in 1970 to two years on
charges pertaining to “infliction of bodily
injuries of medium seriousness.” He
maintains that he was acquitted in 1978.
(RFE/RL Newsline)
Contract signed for Chornobyl cover
KYIV – Ukrainian officials on
September 17 signed a $505 million contract with the French-led consortium
Novarka to build a new steel cover over
the reactor of the Chornobyl nuclear
power plant that was destroyed in 1986,
international and Ukrainian news agencies reported. “I am convinced that today,
possibly for the first time, we can frankly
tell the national and international community that the answer to the problem of
sealing off the Chornobyl nuclear plant
was found today,” President Viktor
Yushchenko said at the signing ceremony
in Kyiv. The new cover will enclose the
concrete sarcophagus erected hastily over
the ruined reactor after the 1986 accident. The project, due to be completed
over four to five years, is financed by an
international fund managed by the
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European Bank for Reconstruction and
Development. Another $200 million
deal, signed on the same day by Ukraine
and U.S.-based Holtec International, provides for building a facility to house
spent fuel from the Chornobyl plant’s
other three reactors. Holtec President
Kris Singh said the facility could ultimately house spent fuel from some of
Ukraine’s 16 working reactors if authorities approve such a move. (RFE/RL
Newsline)
PRU claims referendum support
KYIV – The press service of the ruling
Party of the Regions said on September
17 that the party has already collected the
constitutionally required 3 million signatures from people across Ukraine to support holding a nationwide referendum as
a civic initiative, Interfax-Ukraine reported. Earlier this month the Party of the
Regions announced plans for a referendum on three issues. The party has reportedly proposed posing the following questions in the referendum: “Do you agree to
Russian and Ukrainian becoming the
state languages of Ukraine?” “Do you
agree to the election of the heads of raion
and oblast administrations by the citizens
of Ukraine?” “Do you agree to Ukraine
becoming a state that does not participate
in military blocs?” Prime Minister Viktor
Yanukovych said on September 17: “We
believe that the Russian language should
be the second official language. What is
wrong with attaching an official status to
the Russian language? ... Half of all
Ukrainians speak Russian. Why should
these people be disrespected?” (RFE/RL
Newsline)
CEC registers over 1,000 observers
KYIV – The Central Election
Commission, as of September 17, registered 952 official observers from countries and international organizations. The
next day the CEC registered another 72
official observers. Such international
organizations as the Office for
Democratic Institutions and Human
Rights of the Organization for Security
and Cooperation in Europe, the European
(Continued on page 14)

FOUNDED 1933

An English-language newspaper published by the Ukrainian National Association Inc.,
a non-profit association, at 2200 Route 10, P.O. Box 280, Parsippany, NJ 07054.
Yearly subscription rate: $55; for UNA members — $45.
Periodicals postage paid at Parsippany, NJ 07054 and additional mailing offices.
(ISSN — 0273-9348)
The Weekly:
Tel: (973) 292-9800; Fax: (973) 644-9510

UNA:
Tel: (973) 292-9800; Fax: (973) 292-0900

Postmaster, send address changes to: Editor-in-chief: Roma Hadzewycz
The Ukrainian Weekly
Editors:
2200 Route 10
Zenon Zawada (Kyiv)
P.O. Box 280
Matthew Dubas
Parsippany, NJ 07054
The Ukrainian Weekly Archive: www.ukrweekly.com; e-mail: staff@ukrweekly.com
The Ukrainian Weekly, September 23, 2007 No. 38, Vol. LXXV
Copyright © 2007 The Ukrainian Weekly

ADMINISTRATION OF THE UKRAINIAN WEEKLY AND SVOBODA
Walter Honcharyk, administrator
Maria Oscislawski, advertising manager
Mariyka Pendzola, subscriptions

(973) 292-9800, ext. 3041
e-mail: ukradmin@att.net
(973) 292-9800, ext. 3040
e-mail: adukr@optonline.net
(973) 292-9800, ext. 3042
e-mail: ukrsubscr@att.net

No. 38

THE UKRAINIAN WEEKLY

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 23, 2007

3

ELECTION NOTEBOOK: Party leaders
Yushchenko sees progress in talks,
offer their predictions before election day as Ukraine-EU Summit concludes
by Zenon Zawada
Kyiv Press Bureau

clusion for the right price,” the
Tymoshenko Bloc statement said.
***

KYIV – The leaders of Ukraine’s three
major political forces made election predictions this week.
The Yulia Tymoshenko Bloc and Our
Ukraine – People’s Self-Defense will
gain enough votes to form a coalition
government, predicted President Viktor
Yushchenko during a September 19 press
conference.
“I am convinced – without a doubt –
the democratic coalition will triumph,”
Mr. Yushchenko said. “The tendencies are
there that the Orange forces will triumph.”
Meanwhile, Prime Minister Viktor
Yanukovych, who took leave from his
post to campaign, said the Party of the
Regions will gain an unprecedented 40
percent of votes in the September 30
elections. “After these elections, we will
be in government for 10 years,” Mr.
Yanukovych boasted.
A week earlier, Mr. Yanukovych predicted he would return as prime minister,
and expected to serve another five years.
Yulia Tymoshenko, leader of the
eponymous bloc, said she will get at least
25 percent of the vote, as reported by the
Ukrayinska Pravda website in a
September 18 interview.
Her only hope is to form a coalition
with the Our Ukraine – People’s SelfDefense bloc, she said. “If any broad
coalition will be formed, we won’t take
part in it and will begin to prepare for the
presidential elections (in 2009),” she said,
referring to a possible coalition between
the Party of the Regions and the Our
Ukraine – People’s Self-Defense bloc.
***
A Washington Times column critical
of Yulia Tymoshenko was written by a
former spokesman for Russian President
Vladimir Putin, alleged a statement
released by her eponymous bloc.
On September 12 The Washington
Times printed a column written by
Michael Caputo in which he stated that
the Orange Revolution is dead – a casualty of Ms. Tymoshenko’s ambition.
Ms. Tymoshenko is “backed by millions in Moscow cash” and failed to support banking reform, Mr. Caputo wrote.
He also referred to Volodymyr Lytvyn
as a “democratic reformer” and a “fresh
face in a tired crowd.”
To most observers, Mr. Lytvyn played
an integral role in the authoritarian government of former President Leonid
Kuchma, serving as Verkhovna Rada
chair between 2002 and 2004. Mr.
Lytvyn was also Presidential
Administration chair when Heorhii
Gongadze was murdered.
The Washington Times identified Mr.
Caputo as an election advisor to former
Russian Federation President Boris
Yeltsin and a media director of former
U.S. President George Bush’s 1992 reelection campaign.
In fact, Mr. Caputo also was an advisor to Mikhail Lesin, the Russian
Federation’s minister for print, radio, television and mass media, and was responsible for Mr. Putin’s image abroad, the
Tymoshenko Bloc reported.
Mr. Caputo also worked for Gazprom,
the Russian natural gas monopoly controlled by the Putin government, the bloc
said in a statement.
“Among small Ukrainian parties and
certain former parliamentary speakers
there are good acquaintances abroad who
are ready to prepare any analytical con-

Several district election commissions in
the Lviv Oblast remain inactive because
the Communist Party of Ukraine hasn’t
been able to recruit members to fill their
quotas, the Committee of Voters of
Ukraine (CVU) reported on September 18.
The Turkiv, Zolochiv and Zhovkiv district election commissions all lack quorums to begin their work, the CVU
reported.
Almost all the Lviv city commissions
began their work on September 30, but
only 70 percent of the Lviv Oblast’s commissions were ready, the CVU reported.
The Zolochiv election district commission, for example, still needs to recruit
700 workers.

KYIV – Ukraine is pleased with how
its relations with the European Union are
developing, President Viktor Yushchenko
said at a press conference on Friday,
September 14, after the 11th Ukraine-EU
Summit in Kyiv.
Mr. Yushchenko said Ukraine and the
EU had successfully implemented their
2005-2008 Action Plan and made much
progress in talks to sign a new agreement
on enhanced cooperation.
He said Ukraine appreciates the new
document, “its structure and key provisions,” but added that there are some
unresolved issues. “We are not looking at
them with skepticism. They inspire us to
resolve all new problems during the next

issues” in Ukraine’s visa talks with the
EU. “We understand how careful we
must be in our answers and actions to
avoid complications in the work of consulates regarding the citizens of Ukraine
and the European Union. I think we have
turned this page today. We have made
compromises on how to improve this
process and remove those sensitive problems,” the Ukrainian president commented.
Mr. Yushchenko thanked the EU for
its support during the country’s political
crisis. “We felt this deep, consistent,
democratic and open position of the
European Union toward Ukraine’s efforts
to settle its parliamentary crisis in a dem-

***
Up to 10,000 supporters of the
Svoboda All-Ukrainian Union, the country’s leading nationalist party, conducted
a September 16 “March in Defense of
Ukrainians” through Kyiv’s city center.
At the front of the march, demonstrators pulled a stuffed, three-headed monster meant to symbolize the three dominant oligarchic parties in Ukraine – the
Party of the Regions, the Yulia
Tymoshenko Bloc and Our Ukraine –
People’s Self-Defense – that sprang from
the same root, the Soviet nomenklatura.
The monster is “an archetype image,
long known from tales, who always
attacked our ancestors,” said Andrii
Mokhnyk, chair of Svoboda’s Kyiv
organization. “This three-headed monster
can’t drink the blood of the Ukrainian
nation anymore.”
Among the banners held by demonstrators were “Get Rid of Monuments to
Communist Torturers,” “Russian Black
Sea Fleet Get Out of Crimea” and
“Nuclear Status for Ukraine.”
Upon reaching Independence Square,
Svoboda leaders spoke from a stage
made from a truckbed.
Famous film producer Yurii Illyenko
expressed his outrage over Yulia
Tymoshenko’s comment that voting for a
smaller party is wasteful. “Ukrainians still
make up 80 percent of Ukraine,” Mr.
Illyenko said. “And it so happens that
Svoboda is the single ideological party that
is ready to defend Ukrainians on the legal
and nationalist spectrum. So can it be possible to dismiss us as a ‘small party’?”
The night concluded with a speech
delivered by Oleh Tiahnybok, who then
gave the command for supporters to rip
the monster to shreds.
Afterwards, nationalists complained
that Ukraine’s television networks largely
ignored the well-attended march, with
the exception of Channel 5, owned by
Our Ukraine People’s Union member
Petro Poroshenko.
In a possible attempt at provocation,
more than 1,000 organized youths followed
the march from its start at St. Sophia
Square to Independence Square. They systematically refused to identify themselves
and avoided being photographed.
Svoboda leaders couldn’t confirm
which political force recruited the
teenagers, and whether they were paid.
Although Svoboda organizers suspected
them to be provocateurs, the teenagers
didn’t interfere.
Svoboda supporters blocked them from
joining the Independence Square event by
forming a blockade with their lengthy
protest banners and torches in hand.

Official Website of the President of Ukraine

A view of the proceedings during the Ukraine-European Union Summit in Kyiv.
rounds.”
Mr. Yushchenko said Ukraine and the
EU had discussed security issues, environmental problems and economic cooperation, particularly anti-dumping investigations against Ukraine, during their
summit.
Visa issues were high on their agenda,
he noted, expressing hope that both
Parliaments would soon ratify an agreement to liberalize visa rules for
Ukrainian citizens and an agreement on
readmission. Mr. Yushchenko, however,
added that there are a few “sensitive

ocratic fashion.”
He reiterated his pledge to ensure that
the snap election on September 30 is
held democratically and transparently.
“This is a basis for settling this parliamentary and political instability in which
Ukraine has been living over the past
three months,” Mr. Yushchenko
explained, adding that the election is also
a “solid foundation” for resolving the
constitutional instability caused by
imperfect constitutional reforms in 2004.
(Continued on page 8)

FOR THE RECORD: Joint statement
of Ukraine and the European Union
Following is the text of the statement
issued at the Ukraine-European Union
Summit in Kyiv on September 14.
The leaders of the European Union
and Ukraine have met in Kyiv today, at
the annual EU-Ukraine Summit. The
summit was hosted by Mr. Viktor
Yushchenko, president of Ukraine,
accompanied by Mr. Arseniy Yatsenyuk,
minister of foreign affairs of Ukraine.
The EU was represented by Mr. José
Socrates, prime minister of Portugal, in
his capacity as the President of the
European Council, assisted by SecretaryGeneral/High Representative Javier
Solana, and by President of the European
Commission Jose Manuel Durão
Barroso. The president of the European
Council was accompanied by Foreign
Minister Luis Amado. The president of
the [European] Commission was accompanied by Commissioner for External
Relations and European Neighborhood
Policy Benita Ferrero-Waldner.
The leaders of the EU and Ukraine
reaffirmed strong and sustained ties
between the parties. Further movement
of Ukraine towards consolidation of

democracy, strengthening of the rule of
law and respect for human rights will
reinforce these ties and will contribute to
a new, advanced level of relations with
the EU, based upon principles of close
and privileged political links, and deeper
economic integration. The EU leaders
emphasised that the holding of free and
fair early parliamentary elections in
Ukraine in September and the formation
of an effective and stable government
would be the best evidence of the country’s ability to accomplish this goal. The
Ukrainian side reaffirmed its resolve to
ensure the democratic character of the
election process and abide by its results.
The parties welcomed the important
progress achieved in the implementation
of the EU-Ukraine Action Plan. They
noted the launch of negotiations on a new
enhanced agreement, the finalization and
signature of agreements on visa facilitation and readmission and positive cooperation with the EU Border Assistance
Mission at the Ukrainian-Moldovan border (EUBAM). The EU leaders emphasized that Ukraine’s success in stabilizing
(Continued on page 8)
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Observers...
INTERVIEW: Ukrainian World Congress
(Continued from page 1)
blame the deterioration on
president on Holodomor’s 75th anniversary theObservers
exacerbated conflict between the presNEW YORK – On September 6, as part
of its series of interviews regarding the
upcoming 75th anniversary of Ukraine’s
Genocide of 1932-1933, the Ukrainian
Congress Committee of America posed
several questions to Askold Lozynskyj,
president of the Ukrainian World
Congress (UWC). The UWC is an
umbrella organization that has been representing and coordinating Ukrainian
diaspora organizations since 1967.
In preparation for the 75th anniversary of Ukraine’s Genocide of 19321933, what specific plans does the
Ukrainian World Congress have in
order to mark this historic anniversary?
The UWC has formed under its auspices an international coordinating committee (International Holodomor
Committee) chaired by Stefan Romaniw
from Australia; the specifics include parliamentary resolutions, including PACE,
a U.N. resolution, a memorial complex in
Kyiv, a monument in Washington, educational programs, exhibits, brochures,
community activities, consideration of
judicial proceedings’ viability, etc.

Do you feel the commemorative
events for the 75th anniversary should
differ depending on location, or should
such commemorative events proceed
along more standardized guidelines
so that a common theme or message
prevails throughout every event taking
place around the world?
Each location is specific, subject to custom and what is possible and available, but
the underlying theme must be that the
Famine of 1932-1933 was a Holodomor, a
genocide perpetrated by Stalin’s regime
from Moscow and that the best security for
the future development of the Ukrainian
nation is a free and democratic Ukraine.

Is the Ukrainian World Congress
planning to delegate additional responsibilities to other Ukrainian organizations throughout the world, and if so,
what are they?
Such organizations including country
representatives, have joined the committee.
Is there any specific role which the
UWC should like to see the Ukrainian
American community, and more
specifically the UCCA, take the lead on

as preparations continue for the 75th
anniversary of the Ukrainian
Genocide?
The Ukrainian American community
bears perhaps the greatest burden since it
is a leading community in general and
particularly in Holodomor commemoration and has the following objectives:
construction of the monument in
Washington, persuading its own government as the pre-eminent world leader to
lead on the resolutions worldwide and, in
particular, at the U.N.

Does the UWC plan to reach out and
provide educational resources to those
Ukrainian diaspora communities in the
world (i.e., Russia and Kazakhstan)
that were misled into believing that a
genocide did not occur in Ukraine due
to Soviet propaganda before the collapse of the Soviet Union?
We have a number of educational curricula available for distribution ranging
from Ukraine to Australia and the United
States. Unfortunately, the communities in
Russia and Kazakhstan have not manifested much interest in this issue.
Is the UWC planning on coordinating its activities with those of the
Ukrainian government in view of the
importance of this anniversary?
The Ukrainian government through
the Presidential Secretariat and Ukraine’s
Institute of National Memory are members of the committee. Representatives
from the Secretariat and the Institute
attend all our meetings.
Does the UWC believe that it is also
important to inform and educate the
larger global community of the horrific events that transpired during 19321933 in Ukraine? And if so, how does
the UWC plan on doing so?
Clearly we do, and consequently our
program is global: thus far 11 countries
have passed resolutions on the Famine;
we are distributing through Ukraine’s
Mission to the U.N. the documentary
film “Harvest of Despair” to almost 200
U.N. missions; educational programs,
exhibits and brochures in several languages are made available for use by our
communities in many countries. Our network consists of communities in some 40
countries.

EWTN to televise centennial liturgy
live from Philadelphia on September 30
PHILADELPHIA – EWTN, the
Catholic cable network, will provide
live coverage of the centennial divine
liturgy that will be celebrated to give
thanks for the arrival in 1907 of the
first Greek-Catholic bishop to
America, the Most Rev. Stephen Soter
Ortynsky, OSBM.
The coverage will begin at 1 p.m. on
Sunday, September 30, and will be televised from the Ukrainian Catholic
Cathedral of the Immaculate
Conception in Philadelphia.
Scheduled to attend the divine litur-

gy are the apostolic nuncio, Bishop
Pietro Sambi, seven cardinals and
approximately 100 Eastern and Latin
rite bishops.
Bishop Ortynsky strove to build the
Eastern Church in America. The fruits
of his labors helped establish the
Ukrainian Catholic Church and the
Byzantine Catholic Church. These
two Churches are part of the 22
Churches of the Catholic Church.
After the Latin Church, the Ukrainian
Church is the second largest in the
world.

idential administration of Viktor
Yushchenko and the coalition government
led by Viktor Yanukovych, which reached
the brink of armed civil conflict in May.
“Unfortunately, the political conflict
sharpened greatly since the last elections,” said Ihor Popov, the CVU chair.
“There is no communication or understanding between the campaign staffs. It’s
an open war in which any methods are
being used to obtain the needed result.”
After the Anti-Crisis Coalition led by
Prime Minister Yanukovych began its
campaign to usurp government, abusing
laws and the Constitution along the way,
the Presidential Secretariat led by Viktor
Baloha saw the need to react, said Ivan
Lozowy, president of the Kyiv-based
Institute of Statehood and Democracy,
financed by Ukrainian business donations.
“Yushchenko only joined the club,” he
said. “But the club’s founders are the Party
of the Regions, who are willing to stop at
nothing, including [breaking] laws, in
order to amass more power. The result is
an extended, bitter struggle between the
various sides and the absence of desire to
get into the business of governing.”
The biggest concern among election
observers is mass falsification of the
September 30 elections.
The Party of the Regions has the most
consistent track record of engaging in election fraud, and its rank-and-file will employ
numerous “well-honed” tactics, Mr.
Lozowy said, such as inserting party faithful as election commission representatives
and observers from opposition parties.
Evidence of that technique emerged
when the CVU received a copy of a letter
written by the Party of the Regions campaign chair in Dokuchayev, Donetsk
Oblast, to “influence” the local Our
Ukraine – People’s Self-Defense staff to
nominate members to the district election
commission.
Sure enough, 46 names emerged of
members who represented two political
forces simultaneously – 11 of them from
Our Ukraine – People’s Self-Defense,
said a September 14 report by the CVU,
which is funded by Western institutions.
Our Ukraine – People’s Self-Defense
and the Yulia Tymoshenko Bloc couldn’t
provide the necessary number of election
observers in the eastern oblasts, while the
coalition parties fell short in the west, the
CVU reported.
“Very often commission members
were included without their knowledge,
or the same person was recommended by
various parties,” the CVU reported.
“Very often, one party became a ‘donor’
for others, proposing their own members
to serve on election commissions.”
As for voter lists, their quality won’t
be better than last year’s elections, “and
possibly even worse since the corrections
made by voters then won’t be taken into
account,” the CVU stated.
Evidence has already emerged in eastern Ukrainian districts of deliberately falsified voter lists. Names of non-existent
voters have appeared by the dozens, as
well as non-residential buildings, the
CVU reported.
On Kharkiv voter lists, more than
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2,000 voters were found to be over 107
years old, the Security Service of
Ukraine (SBU) reported, based on the
listed information. More than 100 of
those centenarians supposedly lived in a
single building, the SBU reported on
September 19.
Furthermore, more than 8,000 Kharkiv
voters were also found to have identical
passport information.
Farther east, the Luhansk Oblast is
able to boast 435 centenarians among its
electorate, reported Viacheslav
Serpokrylov, chair of the regional election campaign of the Our Ukraine –
People’s Self-Defense bloc. Among them
are voters who are supposedly as old as
122, he said.
Moreover, 57 108-year-old voters
were born on the same day, December
31, 1899, and all live in two election district commissions, reported Mr.
Serpokrylov, stating that this information
demonstrates a falsification campaign by
the Party of the Regions.
The presence of “ghost voters” is also
a problem, the CVU reported. Thus, it
was no surprise when a television
reporter discovered a voter list still had
Yevhen Kushnariov’s name listed. The
Party of the Regions leader was killed in
a hunting accident in January.
In the town of Rozdilna, Odesa Oblast,
20 percent of the voters had mistakes in
their information, the CVU reported.
In Illichivsk about 1,500 voters had
non-residential addresses, even though
the same error was corrected during last
year’s elections, the CVU reported.
In Izmail a maternity ward reported
800 residents, when it truly had 50 residents.
Home voting is another widely suspected source of vote fraud, observers
said. The Party of the Regions has tried
to expand the possibility of home voting
as widely as possible, while Ms.
Tymoshenko and her bloc have actively
campaigned to limit it.
The CEC, which is recognized as
favoring the Party of the Regions’ positions, announced on September 20 that
voters will have the ability to vote from
home if they submit a written notice by
September 28 to their district election
commission stating why they are immobile. Commissioners have the right to verify the request, provided they visit the
voter in a group of three, representing different political forces, the CEC reported.
“In separate population centers, CVU
observers noticed anomalously high numbers of voters who are supposed to vote
from home,” the CVU report said. “Such
facts are numerous, testifying to preparation for falsification in separate areas.”
For example, the CVU estimated the
number of immobile residents in the
Velykoburlytsk and Dvorichansk districts
of the Kharkiv Oblast was exaggerated
by eight to 10 percent, indicating intended fraud.
One technique the CVU will use to
guard against falsification is comparing
voter turnouts in districts, Mr. Popov said.
The CVU is expecting an average of 60 to
70 percent voter turnout in districts, he said.
“In the event of turnouts higher than
85 percent in separate districts, the CVU
will request a factual review of voters on
the likelihood of their voting on election
day,” Mr. Popov said.

Notice to publishers and authors
It is The Ukrainian Weekly’s policy to run news items and/or reviews of newly published
books, booklets and reprints, as well as records and premiere issues of periodicals only
after receipt by the editorial offices of a copy of the material in question.
News items sent without a copy of the new release will not be published.
Send new releases and information (where publication may be purchased, cost,
etc.) to: Editorial Staff, The Ukrainian Weekly, 2200 Route 10, P.O. Box 280,
Parsippany, NJ 07054.
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INTERVIEW: Thomas Dine says Congress needs to invest money strategically in Ukraine
by Irene Jarosewich
Despite numerous imposed and selfinflicted problems, Ukraine has been fortunate in the number of good friends and
the amount of goodwill the nation has
been able to attract since independence
16 years ago. Foreign governments,
global institutions and countless influential individuals have set their sights on
Ukraine, pushing and prodding, cheering
and coaching the young country towards
a stable future. Among Ukraine’s strong
supporters is Thomas A. Dine, a former
president of Radio Free Europe/Radio
Liberty, who also served as assistant
administrator for Europe and Eurasia at
the U.S. Agency for International
Development (USAID). Mr. Dine’s
Washington and international experience
includes a 13-year tenure as the executive director of the American Israel
Public Affairs Committee (AIPAC), 10
years in the Senate as a former policy
specialist, fellowships at the Brookings
Institute and the Kennedy Institute of
Politics at Harvard University, as well as
service with the U.S. Embassy in New
Delhi and as a Peace Corps volunteer in
the Philippines.
Recently Mr. Dine joined forces with
another good friend of Ukraine, Nadia
McConnell, president of the Washingtonbased U.S.-Ukraine Foundation. Mr.
Dine has agreed to help direct the foundation’s program to expand democracy in
Ukraine at the local and the national levels as well as in the region. Mr. Dine was
interviewed in Washington in August
about his vision for Ukraine and the role
of the United States in shaping Ukraine’s
future.
Mr. Dine, with your extensive experience and the numerous opportunities
available to you, the first question has
to be: why Ukraine and why now?
The essence of the answer lies in my
outlook towards the world, which
includes a strong and robust Ukraine. I
come at this after having been involved
in Eastern Europe and Eurasia for more
than 15 years. I’ve been to Ukraine many
times, first as a high-ranking official of
the Clinton administration, with regard to
our foreign economic assistance, and
then as the head of Radio Free
Europe/Radio Liberty and its important
Ukrainian-language service.
In terms of foreign policy, there are
people who view Ukraine simply as a
counterweight to Russia. That’s not good
enough, however. A democratic and independent Ukraine is absolutely essential to
our values, our principles, our standing in
the world. Ukraine has a great deal to
offer its citizens and its neighbors.
Ukraine’s heritage is worthy. Ukraine has
a beautiful history of the classical arts,
for instance, its music. I’ve seen the
human capital, its enormous potential for
Ukraine, potential in agricultural development, in new areas such as information
technology, the potential to develop a
robust market economy, potential for
Ukraine to become a valuable partner in
the European arena.
However, in order for this to happen,
Ukrainians need to develop the direct
connection between the market economy
of capitalism and the civic and political
infrastructures and institutions of democracy. It won’t serve Ukraine’s interest, or
the interests of the U.S., or anyone’s
interests, if Ukraine goes the way of
Russia, that is Kremlin-controlled economics and politics. Therefore, the building of civil society is absolutely essential
to Ukraine’s future, which in part
answers the question, “why now?” It is
essential to dramatically restructure and

reform civil society today to be in a better place 20 years from now.
The 20th century was a rough century,
but the 21st is our chance to change that.
Again and again I have seen that for the
United States the best bilateral relationships are a result of shared democratic
values, of mutual security interests and of
person-to-person relationships and partnerships. This is my personal philosophy
and approach; I hope to have an opportunity to play a role today and tomorrow.
There seems to be a strong meeting
of the minds since this is the philosophy that drives Nadia McConnell and
the efforts of U.S.-Ukraine. How is it
that you came to the foundation?
I’ve known the U.S.-Ukraine
Foundation since my early days at
USAID, and I’ve known Nadia even
longer. I’ve always been struck by her
mind, her savvy, her passion, her purpose. USUF has been and is an effective
organization that is helping Ukraine
become a genuinely open and free society.
I remember the foundation’s work
with one of the first delegations of
Ukrainian mayors to visit the U.S. – this
was in November 1994. I am aware of
the relationships that have developed
subsequently – relationships that could
only have resulted from long-term, consistent involvement and serious commitment. I’ve seen this with my own eyes
and, at this stage of my life, I want to be
a part of such an effort.
Yes, but there are many individuals,
in the U.S. and in Ukraine who view
these bilateral delegation visits simply
as nice travel opportunities, since,
after all, how much useful experience
can be gained in just a few weeks?
These delegation visits are only one of
the numerous venues that we have at our
disposal for strengthening bilateral relations. They are not conducted in isolation. Each delegation visit is done in conjunction with a broader program. The
U.S. must continue with programs in
Ukraine that teach and train citizens in
democratic procedures.
Furthermore, even though it is important for Ukrainians to see how U.S. cities
are governed, for instance, it is no less
important for Americans to be aware of
Ukraine. We have 435 congressional districts. In each one of them people should
hear that Ukraine is important to the
United States. This requires Americans to
study and appreciate Ukrainian society,
to learn about opportunities in Ukraine
and, in turn, Ukraine should open up its’
economy and entice American investors,
study groups and tourists.
Another objective of these visits is to
simply offer a new perspective.
Delegations from Ukraine frequently
describe their efforts from the perspective of “top-down” – which is still the
form of government infrastructure in
Ukraine. America, in turn, can be
described as grassroots, the opposite.
Ukrainians are often surprised at how
much can get done without government
involvement. Ukrainians still seek to
understand the balance – that government
is important, but not the predominant factor in their lives.
Activities at the local level are the
essence of civil society. And working at
and with the local level has been the
focus of the U.S.-Ukraine Foundation
from its inception.
The United States, however, has
been shifting focus away from evolving
democracies in Eastern Europe, par-

Thomas A. Dine
ticularly in terms of providing funding
for long-range development. There
seems to be a “sink or swim” attitude,
that it’s time now for only the strong to
survive.
There is some of that attitude, no
doubt. But today the U.S. genuinely has a
large budget deficit and Congress needs
to develop a plan to reduce it.
Nonetheless, it would not be in the interest of the U.S. to drastically cut funding
to evolving democracies in Eastern
Europe, in particular not for Ukraine, one
of the largest countries in Europe and
overall, an emerging partner, even an
ally, of the United States. Despite some
tortuous setbacks, Ukraine is making
genuine progress towards integration
with the West, and it would be unwise for
the U.S. to eliminate funding for
Ukraine.
With regard to Ukraine, Congress
needs to invest money strategically and
focus on organizations that have demonstrated institutional interest and expertise
working in Ukraine, those that have evident results, not just those that are in it
for the contract money, which, bluntly,
are the so-called “Beltway bandits.”
Apparently several times in the past
the U.S.-Ukraine Foundation has had
Congressional support to receive funding, but USAID has not approved
USUF to receive these funds. Why is
that?
The USAID bureaucracy is predisposed to deal only with large contracting
organizations, often ones that include
alumni of USAID. Over my 45-year
career, I know this first-hand. This
bureaucratic approach is a bit of a perverse view of how work really gets done.
Look at poor efforts by Halliburton and
other big USAID contractors in Iraq. On
this read the award-winning book
“Imperial Life in the Emerald City” by
Washington Post editor Rajiv
Chandrasekaran.
USAID, for example, does not have a
good track record with Afghanistan in
creating a modern economic and social
system. I believe this is in part because
we relied too much on large abstract
organizations that were not working at
the grassroots level. Of course, there are
exceptions.
With regard to Ukraine, the small,
hands-on USUF has proven itself effective on the ground – for 15 years. U.S.
citizens are getting their money’s worth. I
challenge USAID to find anyone else

with this track record in Ukraine. U.S.Ukraine is creative and more efficient
than most other organizations and in this
way the USUF is valuable in our bilateral
relationship with Ukraine.
Many members of Congress have a
favorable view of the foundation and its
work. Members of Senate and House are
on record saying that they want the
USUF to receive USAID funds. The
executive branch is wrong for not providing these funds.
The USUF has recently completed a
multi-year project in Ukraine working
with local mayors, local governments.
And in the spring the foundation submitted a proposal for direct funding
from Congress for its new project, the
one that you have agreed to manage.
Can you tell us a bit about this new
project?
This proposal is the result of a success
story. Because of the U.S.-Ukraine
Foundation’s work with local governments, the head of Ukraine’s Civil
Service Administration has formally corresponded with members of Congress
and administration officials requesting
that the U.S.-Ukraine Foundation be the
principal organization to train and
improve Ukraine’s civil service operations and to deal with issues such as corruption, public health and energy efficiency. The head has designated 300 top
civil servants to be retrained by U.S.Ukraine, along with our government’s
Office of Personal Management.
As the Soviet past fades, more work
needs to be done with Ukraine’s
Parliament in order for it to become a
fully functioning institution. There is a
lesson for us in the U.S. to learn here: we
went into Ukraine and from the beginning tried to set up capital markets.
However, the imperative in Ukraine,
the key issue is building civil society –
including an honest, transparent civil
service. Without this infrastructure, there
can be little chance of the civil, political
and commercial sectors working fluidly
and effectively.
The USUF also wants to engage
Ukraine regionally, with its neighbors
along a Black Sea and Baltic Sea corridor. The goal is to create a common
regional block of democratic countries
that are physically close to Ukraine,
which include Lithuania, Poland,
Belarus, Moldova, Rumania, Bulgaria
and Georgia. The success stories in
Ukraine are many with potential for
many more.
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Congress and Ukraine’s elections

2007 elections will decide who wins in 2009;
Fate of the Orange Revolution also at stake

There are currently two resolutions in the U.S. Congress pertaining to next week’s
pre-term parliamentary elections in Ukraine: House Concurrent Resolution 189,
about which we’ve written earlier, and Senate Resolution 320, which was introduced
just this week. Though their texts may differ, both express the interest of the United
States in developments in Ukraine and call for the holding of free and fair elections
in keeping with international standards and Ukraine’s international commitments.
H. Con. Res. 189 urges “all sides to the political crisis in Ukraine to abide by the
May 27, 2007, agreement which calls for a new round of parliamentary elections on
September 30, 2007, and to ensure a free and fair, transparent democratic system in
Ukraine based on the rule of law.” It was introduced on July 23 by Rep. Alcee L.
Hastings, chairman of the Helsinki Commission, and has 11 co-sponsors: Louise
Slaughter (N.Y.), Doris Matsui (Calif.), Michael McNulty (N.Y.), Jim Gerlach (Pa.),
Sander Levin (Mich.), Darrell Issa (Calif.), Corrine Brown (Fla.), Marcy Kaptur
(Ohio), Danny Davis (Ill.), Joseph Crowley (N.Y.) and Bill Pascrell (N.J.).
S. Res. 302, “recognizing the achievements of the people of Ukraine in pursuit
of freedom and democracy, and expressing the hope that the parliamentary elections on September 30, 2007, preserve and extend these gains and provide for a
stable and representative government,” was introduced on September 18 by Sen.
Joseph Biden, chairman of the Sen. Foreign Relations Committee. Its co-sponsors thus far are Richard Lugar (Ind.) and Ben Cardin (Md.).
As noted by Rep. Hastings, the House resolution is “a demonstration of Congress’
interest, concern and support for Ukraine as that strategically important country perseveres towards full democracy and the rule of law. … While democratic elections
will not, in and of themselves, resolve all of the challenges facing Ukraine in
strengthening the rule of law and delineating power among branches of government,
they are a critical steppingstone in Ukraine’s democratic development.”
The Senate resolution, which “encourages the people of Ukraine to maintain the
democratic successes of the Orange Revolution of 2004” and “urges the leaders and
parties of Ukraine to overcome past differences and work together constructively,” as
well as “pledges the continued assistance of the United States to the continued
progress and further development of a free and representative democratic government in Ukraine,” has a much better chance of passing – one of the reasons being
that it was introduced by the chairman of the relevant committee.
The House resolution will be tougher to pass, according to Washington insiders, because it has not attracted very many co-sponsors and because it is more
difficult to have such a measure passed in the House. However, it still is not too
late to urge our representatives to sign on. And, there is a simple way to do it –
you can contact him or her by logging on to: http://www.house.gov/writerep/.
For those who do not use the Internet, a telephone call or fax will do the job.
(“Snail mail” will not be delivered in time.)
Remember, it is in Ukraine’s interest, and our interest as Ukrainian Americans, to
have the United States interested and engaged in developments in Ukraine.
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Turning the pages back...

1989

Eighteen years ago, on September 2, 1989, thousands of people
rallied in Kyiv to protest the draft laws on elections of deputies of
the Ukrainian SSR and on elections to the local soviets (councils).
The event was organized by Ukrainian deputies of the
Interregional Group, the parliamentary bloc led by Boris
Yeltsin. The people were addressed by members of the Popular Movement of Ukraine
(Rukh). Rukh was officially founded only a few days later on September 10, 1989.
The organizers of the rally sought to bring pressure on the Supreme Soviet
Presidium to accept for consideration an alternative draft that was penned by the
Ukrainian members of the Interregional Group bloc. For these members, it was a matter of choice between voting into power a legislative body dominated by yes-men of
the apparatus versus one that would represent the genuine interests of its electors.
The close attention paid to these laws was equally important for the people in the
upcoming elections, because these were the first elections that allowed Ukrainian voters to voice opposition to the political status quo established by Communist Party
leader Volodymyr Shcherbytsky.
One major flaw in the draft law on elections, according to critics, was that electoral
commissions could refuse to register a candidate if his program contradicted the constitutions of the USSR or the Ukrainian SSR. Critics of the law also argued that this
provision, could be used in practice to eliminate any candidate who does not satisfy
the local bureaucratic apparatus.
In response to an open letter by the Interregional Group printed in the Lviv
Komsomol paper Leninska Molod on August 15, 1989, the Supreme Soviet of the
Ukrainian SSR released an open letter of its own signed by 38 of its members, which
condemned the opposition’s letter as being in contradiction to the Soviet Constitution.
The debate on the election laws demonstrated the formation of the Interregional
Group, one of the first opposition blocs to the Communist Party, which drew supporters from many parts of the republic, representing intellectual as well as the labor circles. This, in turn, would strengthen the position and authority of Rukh. Also, the
open letter by the Interregional Group brought to the public’s attention the group’s
existence and demonstrated the ability of the group to organize voters in protest.
Finally, the initiatives by the Interregional Group in scrutinizing the draft laws signified that the people of Ukraine would not settle for anything less than genuinely
democratic elections, which would spell the beginning of the end for the legacy of
domination by the Communist Party.
Source: “Dispute in Ukraine over draft law on elections to the Parliament,” by
Kathleen Mihalisko, The Ukrainian Weekly, September 24, 1989.

by Taras Kuzio
Ukraine’s September 30 parliamentary
elections will determine two important
developments in Ukraine: firstly, who
will be elected as Ukraine’s president in
two years' time; secondly, if the Orange
Revolution (and its candidate Viktor
Yushchenko) will have failed to achieve
their stated goals of Ukraine’s democratic breakthrough.
Both of these factors explain why the
2007 elections will be less free and fair
than Ukraine’s first free and fair elections
last year. Mr. Yushchenko’s Presidential
Secretariat and the Our Ukraine –
People’s Self-Defense Boc are headed by
more assertive leaders than last year, as
any comparison of Viktor Balhga-Yurii
Lutsenko to Oleh Rybachuk-Yurii
Yekhanurov will show.
This year's elections will decide who
will form the next parliamentary majority
and, thereby, who will head the country’s
next government. But, this is not all as a
failure to establish an Orange coalition
and government – in the same way as
last year – would also make it difficult
for President Yushchenko to be re-elected
for a second term.
If this were to transpire Mr.
Yushchenko would prove that election
candidates with the support of WesternCentral Ukraine (i.e. Mr. Yushchenko in
2009 and Leonid Kravchuk in 1994)
would only serve one term. This year’s
elections are also therefore a prequel for
the 2009 elections.
Mr. Yushchenko is threatened not only
by the anti-Orange camp. If Yulia
Tymoshenko does not return as head of
government after this year’s elections she
would have no reason to repeat her 2004
refusal to stand in the presidential elections. For Ms. Tymoshenko the choice
has to be either prime minister in an
orange government or the main Orange
candidate in 2009 as she has the highest
popularity among Orange politicians and
is in possession of the largest orange parliamentary faction.
Polls do not show Our Ukraine –
People’s Self-Defense improving on their
poor performance of last, despite a
change in leadership and tactics. Polls
show that the gap between the YTB and
the PRU is declining from last year,
when it was 10 percent. The YTB would
seem to be replacing the left as the one to
which disaffected former PRU voters in
eastern Ukraine are defecting.
Despite the cosmetic housecleaning of
Our Ukraine – People’s Self-Defense via
the removing of Petro Poroshenko, the
bloc has been unable to solve its central
problem that has bedeviled it since it was
created in 2001-2002. The bloc remains
divided by its internal contradictions: at
the same time as it includes oligarchs (in
2002-2006 Orange oligarchs and in 2007
the Pryvat group), it also espouses antioligarch and anti-corruption rhetoric.
Mr. Lutsenko blames his lack of action
when he was internal affairs minister on
the "bandits to prison" promise on the
prosecutor. But, it was President
Yushchenko who permitted the
Procurator General's Office to be controlled by Sviatoslav Piskun when he
could have removed him under the propresidential Constitution still in force in
Dr. Taras Kuzio is a research associate at the Institute for European, Russian
and Eurasian Studies, George
Washington University.

2005. Meanwhile, Mr. Yushchenko
blames his inaction on not having a parliamentary coalition with whom he could
work. But, he could easily have had an
Orange coalition in April 2006. Instead
he chose to undertake "multi-vector"
coalition negotiations that led to Mr.
Yanukovych’s surprise return to government.
Ukrainian voters know that the cause
of inaction on the "bandits to prison"
pledge lies in Mr. Yushchenko’s and Our
Ukraine’s internal contradictions that
have always been there and have never
gone away. Yulia Tymoshenko is right in
saying that only she would never give
immunity to the "bandits" who were
given immunity in 2004-2005 and have
revived themselves in the Party of the
Regions.
For his 2009 re-election, President
Yushchenko needs Our Ukraine –
People’s Self-Defense (OU-PSD) to
improve on its poor performance in 2006
when it obtained 10 percent less support
than in 2002. OU-PSD also needs an
improved performance to increase its
bargaining position with the YTB.
The parliamentary coalition established after the 2007 elections will heavily influence the outcome of the 2009
elections. With the prime minister’s position strengthened following constitutional reforms in 2006, the office is an even
better launching pad for the presidency.
However, Mr. Yushchenko has proven
unable to work with two of his three
prime ministers, Ms. Tymoshenko and
Mr. Yanukovych, because he sees both as
potential competitors for the presidency.
Ideally, Mr. Yushchenko would prefer
that neither of them become Ukraine’s
next prime minister. For Yushchenko to
be able to put in place a non-threatening
technocrat as prime minister, OU-PSD
would have to come in second place,
which is unlikely.
If Mr. Yushchenko attempts to pressure OU-PSD into entering a grand coalition with the PRU, this might be more
palatable than in 2006 as it would not
include the Communists and, he may
obtain an agreement to not have Mr.
Yanukovych as prime minister. However,
that would split OU-PSD and prevent the
planned post-election unification of its
constituent nine parties into a pro-presidential party that would become the
vehicle for Mr. Yushchenko’s re-election
in 2009.
Polls suggest that the Yurii Lytvyn
bloc will enter Parliament, where it could
be poised to play the same role as the
SPU last year in deciding which side –
Orange or Blue – gets to establish a
coalition majority. Last year the SPU’s
difficulties with Our Ukraine pushed it to
defect to the Blues. This year the Lytvyn
Bloc will have greater difficulties in
working with the YTB. Messrs.
Yushchenko and Poroshenko proposed to
Leonid Kuchma in 2002 that Mr. Lytvyn
head Our Ukraine in the 2002 elections,
but Mr. Kuchma refused. Mr. Lytvyn’s
relations remain good with Mr.
Yushchenko but poor with Ms.
Tymoshenko.
A grand coalition would push the YTB
into the opposition. Ms. Tymoshenko
was the only one of four opposition leaders who did not stand in the 2004 elections. If Ms. Tymoshenko went into
opposition in 2007-2009, during a grand
coalition, Mr. Yushchenko could lose his
(Continued on page 10)
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Sergei Lavrov’s
withdrawn article
Dear Editor:
I read with interest the article titled
“Foreign Affairs editor expresses surprise at withdrawal of Russian minister’s
article” by Heather Maher of RFE/RL
(August 5). While the article by Foreign
Minister Sergei Lavrov (“Containing
Russia: Back to the Future”) was not
published in Foreign Affairs, I had no
difficulty finding it on the Internet. The
text of the article and additional comments on controversy were posted on the
website of the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs of the Russian Federation on July
19 and 20.
I found that Mr. Lavrov’s article was a
rather dull piece of propaganda about the
“new” Russia. There were no references
to Yulia Tymoshenko or to her article
(“Containing Russia”) published earlier
in Foreign Affairs that provoked this
controversy. But buried deep in the
Lavrov article was an item that did
indeed have a “Back to the Future” flavor. Writes Mr. Lavrov: “As far as the
CIS is concerned, Russia has the capacity to maintain social, economic and other
forms of stability in the region.”
Here, in one sentence Mr. Lavrov proclaims the Russian Federation’s right to
police and control the Commonwealth of
Independent States (CIS). Similar claims
were made earlier by the former Russian
Empire and later by the Soviet Union,
and they had some teeth in it. But today
there are no teeth in such declarations.
Decades of warfare in Chechnya amply
demonstrate Russia’s capacity, or lack of
it, to maintain “social, economic and
other forms of stability” in the CIS
region by means of force.
Nevertheless the dangerous fantasies
expressed by the Russian foreign minister in his article should be of concern to
Ukraine, the CIS region and Western
democracies. No one is looking forward
to the idea of President Vladimir Putin
and his KGB cronies maintaining
“social, economic and other forms of stability” outside Russia borders. Such stability has been bad enough for Chechnya
even within Russian borders.
Ihor Lysyj
Austin, Texas

Reaction to column
on how to vote
Dear Editor:
I find Andrew Sorokowski’s “How
You Should Vote” (September 2) refreshing in two ways. First, he is one of the
very few writers in The Weekly, as far as
I can see, to break the ice by taking on

substantive public issues in America.
Secondly, he sees the subject matter
through an ethical rather than an ideological prism, and has some clear answers:
“No” to wars in Iraq and Afghanistan
and to death sentencing; a moderate
stance on U.S. immigration; and a
European, socially sensible approach to
abortion disputes in the U.S.
Less persuasive is Mr. Sorokowski’s
rationale why Ukrainian Americans
should vote in the presidential elections
in 2008. Not simply because we are
Americans, he argues. Or because the
issues involved may affect our lives, I
might add. We should vote, he writes,
because our twin identity is part of “the
accumulated experience and resulting
wisdom of a host of peoples and cultures” in this country, and it should not
be denied to “American political discourse, impoverished as it already is.”
The mass media version of “American
discourse” is indeed choreographed to
the lowest common denominator. Even
premier publications – from The New
York Times to the National Review –
that offer substantive views live within
constrained parameters, with editorial
freedom often at odds with political pressures. This is where “accumulated wisdom” has a hard time.
At a typical network television forum,
debate presented to the public “forgoes
policy for pageant,” as one performer put
it. Public opinion then becomes the product of manipulation, except when hard
facts emerge beyond the control of the
promoters – for instance, the price shock
at the pump that changed public perception of the Iraq war or the recent collapse
of the housing market that exposed Wall
Street excesses reminiscent of the Gilded
Age. Good reasons to vote are usually
not esoteric.
After six years of the Republican
Party, economic inequalities in the U.S.
have surpassed that of the robber baron
era. The incomes of the top 0.01 percent
rose by a factor of five, while the income,
adjusted for inflation, of a typical household headed by a college graduate was
lower in 2005 than in 2000. These are
among the reasons for a regime change in
Washington. Also, there is a need to stand
up for national single-payer health care
insurance for all Americans and not lose
sleep over militant Islam.
The fiscal equation for meeting
national needs such as health care and
long-neglected infrastructure repairs
should include rescinding Republican tax
cuts for the top bracket and debunking
militarism as a U.S. foreign policy tool.
The latter became gradually embedded
(and perpetrated long after the end of the
Cold War) into a “value culture,” and
now, with 6 percent of the world’s population in the U.S., accounts for military
spending equal to that of all other countries combined.
Boris Danik
North Caldwell, N.J.

We welcome your opinion
The Ukrainian Weekly welcomes letters to the editor and commentaries on a
variety of topics of concern to the Ukrainian American and Ukrainian Canadian
communities. Opinions expressed by columnists, commentators and letter-writers are their own and do not necessarily reflect the opinions of either The Weekly
editorial staff or its publisher, the Ukrainian National Association.
Letters should be typed and signed (anonymous letters are not published).
Letters are accepted also via e-mail at staff@ukrweekly.com. The daytime phone
number and address of the letter-writer must be given for verification purposes.
Please note that a daytime phone number is essential in order for editors to contact letter-writers regarding clarifications or questions.
Please note: THE LENGTH OF LETTERS CANNOT EXCEED 500 WORDS.
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NEWS AND VIEWS: Ukraine
revisited, at pre-election time
by Damian Kolodiy
“The Orange Chronicles” documentary film recently completed a summer
tour playing at the Fine Arts Theater in
Los Angeles, The Mark Twain House in
Hartford, Conn., the Winnipeg
International Film Festival, New Jersey
International Film Festival, the
Nonviolence International Film Festival
and the Boston International Film
Festival, where the film receives an
award in the documentary category.
I am continually amazed at the
emphatic and emotional reaction “The
Orange Chronicles” elicits from audiences. Ukrainians who come to see the
film express how their understanding of
Ukraine and the Orange Revolution is
completely reshaped. Americans are simply shocked and awed that they never
heard of the happening of this actual
event. Many cite the Orange Revolution
as an example to learn from, and their
interest and respect for Ukraine is evident with conversations commencing
after each film screening.
It is quite satisfying to see that after
two years of work by Peter Zielyk and
me, people are responding so positively
to our film, most notably American viewers. It proves that the film has the appeal
to cross over beyond a Ukrainian audience, which is quite remarkable for any
foreign film, let alone a documentary on
Ukraine.
During question and answer sessions
we often hear: “What’s happening in
Ukraine now?” To those in the know, the
answer is not so simple. It is always difficult to explain the current circumstances
and how they came to be. Answering this
question begins to open a new “can of
worms.” Everyone has a theory of political
intrigue, and why certain political players
made certain choices. But outside of my
own speculative perceptions, what I really
wanted to know is what are the Ukrainian
people thinking now? How are former
Orange Revolutionaries feeling about
today’s situation, the dissolution of the
Parliament, and the upcoming elections?
I pitched this story and several others
to Current TV (www.Current.TV), a new
cable network founded by Al Gore that
focuses on short video “pods” on various
topics and themes. Based in San
Francisco, and billing itself as the “new
MTV,” its programming is geared toward
young people. The network’s journalism
department was interested in the story,
and soon enough I was off to Ukraine to
Damian Kolodiy and Peter Zielyk
continue to screen their film to new audiences and tell the story of the Orange
Revolution and Ukraine.
The film has received a distribution
grant from the NY State Council of the
Arts and is actively looking for additional funds to do a proper theatrical
release. Minimally, $10,000 is needed to
do a one-week run in an independent
theater in New York City. Mr. Kolodiy
noted: “If you you feel this story is
important to present to the mainstream
public and are interested in finding out
more information about contributing
towards this goal, please e-mail
OrangeDoc@gmail.com for more
details.” (All contributions are taxdeductible.)
Readers who would like to purchase a
DVD, or view the recent interviews mentioned in the article may visit
www.OrangeChronicles.com. and click
on the video button. The stories mentioned will be aired on Current TV sometime in September/October of 2007.

do a “Current Politics” story “Capitalism
in Kyiv,” a profile on Oleh Skrypka and a
travel montage of Lviv.
It just so happened that I arrived in
Lviv at the same time as the celebration
of Roman Shukhevych’s 100th birthday.
Shukhevych is one of the best-known
commanders of the Ukrainian Insurgent
Army (UPA). It was amazing to see the
old UPA veterans come out in their uniforms and stand for hours to commemorate the events. These were people who
had not only fought through those terrible
days of UPA, but had lived throughout
the entire Soviet regime. Their weathered
faces still had eyes that glowed with life.
Sadly, there was little fanfare from the
local government to honor these soldiers,
and even public interest at the disorganized festivities was lower than I expected. Speeches were made, but there was
the sense that many were using the occasion to highlight their own agendas,
whatever they may be.
Irina Parivo from the Svoboda party
spoke impassionedly about the legacy of
UPA and the importance of a truly
Ukrainian Ukraine. She exclaimed, “I am
happy to live here in the city of Lviv
where Shukhevych once lived. He had
love only for this land and intolerance for
any occupiers, whether they were Polish,
Russian, or German. He embraced the
unity of all nations to fight against all
occupiers, and that’s why he was successful. Today we also have three fronts,
two interior and one exterior. The first is
the bandits and communists that have
forced their way into government. The
second are the betrayers, the immoral
liars who have been allowed to enter our
government. And the exterior remains the
same, the Russian front, that this current
government has called a strategic partner,
when in reality we have a strategically
armed enemy. We have come into this
world to tell the hard truth. Cherish the
memory and glory of Shukhevych and
look for him within yourself and you will
undoubtedly find him. “
The capitalism piece was a challenge
because I really needed to get various
perspectives. Other than retirees and pensioners, whose lives were significantly
better during Soviet times, most
Ukrainians would agree that capitalism
had brought significant opportunities to
them and improved their standard of living. But while some had benefited financially, many were still dissatisfied with
their quality of life. They could not
afford to buy a home and raise a family
and in general, prices for goods had risen
while salaries had not in proportion. But
there was certain evidence that the number of people with disposable income
was growing.
An interview with Petro Rondiak, the
general manager of Winner Ford, noted
that their automotive sales had increased
significantly from 2,000 cars sold since
2002 to 10,000 cars sold in 2006. This
suggests that there is a burgeoning middle
class, but seemingly it has yet to encompass the majority of the population.
I even happened upon a heated debate
between two young men, one who was
for capitalism and the other against. I
interviewed the anti-capitalist and he
expressed how he felt that society had
shifted its focus from people to money,
and that people had lost sight of higher
goals such as philosophy, family and
developing a society in balance with the
Earth. I myself could not help but think
that capitalist greed had played an integral part of the downfall of the Orange
(Continued on page 10)
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Joint statement...
(Continued from page 3)
her political system would be a major
factor determining her capacity to move
forward with political and economic
reforms.
The leaders welcomed the progress
report on the negotiations on the new
enhanced agreement. They reiterated
their vision of the agreement as an innovative and ambitious document which
goes beyond the established framework
of cooperation and opens a new stage in
EU-Ukraine relations. They reaffirmed
their intention to launch negotiations on a
deep and comprehensive Free Trade Area
as a core element of the agreement following finalization of Ukraine’s accession to the WTO. In this context, the EU
leaders confirmed their full support for
Ukraine’s progress towards WTO membership and underlined the importance of
solving outstanding issues as a matter of
priority.
The summit welcomed continued
close cooperation in the area of foreign
and security policy, in particular on
regional stability and crisis management.
It noted the increasing convergence of
the parties’ positions on regional and
international issues through mechanisms
of regular policy consultations, alignment
of Ukraine with EU foreign policy posi-
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tions and participation of Ukraine in EU
crisis-management efforts. EU leaders
expressed their high appreciation of
Ukraine’s role in EU-led crisis management operations.
The leaders of the EU and Ukraine
confirmed their intentions for further
development of cooperation on the settlement of regional conflicts, non-proliferation of WMD, namely in the framework
of the G-8 Initiative on Global
Partnership against proliferation of materials and weapons of mass destruction,
fight against terrorism, prevention of
emergency situations, and destruction of
outdated and excessive SALW and
ammunition.
The leaders of Ukraine and the EU
reaffirmed their commitment to constructive cooperation to achieve a sustainable,
comprehensive and just settlement to the
Transdnistrian conflict. Both sides
emphasized the importance of the existing customs regime at the Transdnistrian
segment of the Ukrainian-Moldovan state
border according to the Joint Statement
of December 30, 2005. The parties noted
the effective work of the EUBAM as an
example of mutually beneficial and successful EU-Ukraine cooperation and welcomed its prolongation for another twoyear period. The EU leaders encouraged
Ukraine to ensure proper implementation
of the Protocols of November 21, 2006,
on exchange of customs and border infor-
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mation between Ukraine and Moldova.
The leaders also discussed the situation in Belarus and relations with Russia.
The parties expressed satisfaction with
the deepening of cooperation in the trade
and economic sphere. This includes the
conclusion of agreements on trade in
steel products and textiles, enhanced
cooperation regarding trade defense
instruments and a new regular dialogue
in the area of agriculture and rural development. They referred to the need for
further improving the business and
investment climate in Ukraine, specifically through progress on the rule of law,
the reform of the judiciary and the fight
against corruption. The parties welcomed
the substantial increase of trade between
the EU and Ukraine in 2006. At the same
time, they agreed that trade trends which
include a growing trade deficit on the
Ukrainian side would be subject to further discussions at an expert level. They
confirmed the intention to continue
working closely together on the resolution of outstanding bilateral issues.
The leaders of Ukraine and the EU
reaffirmed their joint strategic interest in
energy cooperation. They welcomed the
significant progress achieved in implementing the priorities of the EU-Ukraine
Memorandum of Understanding on cooperation in the field of energy of
December 1, 2005, as reflected in the
progress report presented to the Summit.
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They agreed to continue cooperation
with the aim of advancing Ukrainian
energy sector reform and of ensuring
safe, reliable and transparent energy transit through Ukraine. The EU leaders
commended Ukraine on obtaining
observer status in the Treaty on the
Energy Community and pledged EU support for her efforts to acquire membership. The parties noted the good progress
in bilateral cooperation on climate
change and stressed the need to launch
negotiations on a global and comprehensive post-2012 agreement at the United
Nations climate change conference in
December this year and to complete
them by 2009.
The leaders welcomed the concrete
steps taken to improve nuclear safety in
Ukraine, such as the successful completion of the stabilization measures of the
existing Chornobyl shelter, and the
agreement reached by Ukraine, the
European Commission and the IAEA on
the Terms of Reference for the joint evaluation of safety of the Ukrainian nuclear
power plants.
The parties stressed the importance of
the implementation of the revised Action
Plan on Justice, Freedom and Security,
endorsed by the EU-Ukraine
Cooperation Council on June 18. 2007,
and the accompanying Scoreboard. The
parties looked forward to the swift finalization of negotiations on the UkraineEuropol Strategic Agreement. The parties welcomed the signing of the
Working Arrangements on the establishment of operational cooperation between
the Ukrainian Border Guard Service and
FRONTEX and the contacts initiated
between relevant Ukrainian authorities
and the European Monitoring Center for
Drugs and Drug Addiction.
The summit welcomed the signature
of the agreements on visa facilitation and
readmission and agreed to take all necessary measures for their quick ratification
and full implementation. Pending this,
Ukraine requested EU member-states to
further improve the processing of visa
applications of Ukrainian citizens. The
parties recalled the joint declaration on
technical and financial assistance in the
framework of the readmission agreement. The parties pledged to further
develop their cooperation on JFS issues
in the context of the future new enhanced
agreement.
EU leaders welcomed Ukraine’s
European choice and emphasized that
further internal reforms and introduction
of European standards would bring
Ukraine closer to the EU.

Yushchenko sees...
(Continued from page 3)
“I am convinced that we will resolve this
challenge through political dialogue,
through talks with our partners in the
European Parliament.”
Ukraine and the EU signed a joint
statement, a joint report on progress in
talks to sign an enhanced cooperation
agreement and a joint report on progress
in the implementation of the memorandum of understanding on energy cooperation.
Opening the summit, President
Yushchenko said Ukraine and the
European Union “have walked a long,
often difficult but, no doubt, successful
path” since their first summit on
September 5, 1997. “We have become
closer and understand each other better.
The people of Ukraine and I value this
path, we appreciate each effort that united us and created our mutual prospects,”
he said.
“Our European and democratic
choice is obvious and unbreakable,” he
underscored.
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Channel 5 television news network.
“Everyone began to discuss among each
other that the president is related to Our
Ukraine – People’s Self-Defense and it
was an abuse of adminresurs.”

Use of government...
(Continued from page 1)
the nation’s leading independent monitor
of elections, which is financed by
Western institutions.
“The biggest problem of adminresurs
usage is government officials combining
their work-related responsibilities with
their activities as campaign staff chairs
and national deputy candidates,” Mr.
Popov explained.
The re-emergence of government
resource abuse reveals a deterioration in
Ukrainian democracy following the
Orange Revolution, which was expected to
usher in a new era of governance under
President Yushchenko’s leadership that
more closely adhered to Western standards.
The situation isn’t entirely negative,
the CVU reported, as certain government
resource abuse that was once commonplace is now nonexistent.
“The use of fierce adminresurs tactics,
such as pressuring the voter and government officials, instilling fear in the voter
are practically not being implemented in
the pre-term elections,” the CVU reported.
However, Mr. Yushchenko has renewed
former President Leonid Kuchma’s tactic
of using the state oblast administration
network to carry out campaign functions.
And he actively campaigns for the
Our Ukraine – People’s Self-Defense
bloc, drawing accusations from his opponents that he is violating the Constitution
of Ukraine.
“The president demonstrated in the
latest instance that laws don’t exist for
him,” charged Prime Minister Viktor
Yanukovych. “We’ve already gotten used
to him being the president of one part of
Ukraine and one political party.”
The first signs of Mr. Yushchenko’s
use of adminresurs emerged in late July,
when posters and billboards began cropping up throughout Ukraine as part of the
president’s Social Initiatives campaign,
advertising the accomplishments and
goals of his social spending initiatives.
The placards bore a photograph of Mr.
Yushchenko, alongside a slogan declaring
a social spending accomplishment or goal.
Among them: “A Just Pension for Each,”
“Raising Stipends for Orphans by $500”
and “$3,000 for a Second Child’s Birth.”
Government funds were used to pay
for the nationwide campaign hyping Mr.
Yushchenko’s accomplishments, the
CVU reported.
Although the advertisements do not
endorse any political force, and thereby
are not in direct violation, election law,
their timing and focus on Mr. Yushchenko
are aimed at promoting the Our Ukraine –
People’s Self-Defense bloc, observers
said. Mr. Yushchenko serves as honorary
chair of the Our Ukraine’s People Union,
one of nine parties making up the bloc.
The CVU assessed the ad campaign as
“a hidden form of campaigning.”
Since then, other examples of government property abuse began emerging
throughout the campaign.
This week, Minister of Defense Anatolii
Hrytsenko accused Minister of Emergency
Situations Nestor Shufrych of using three
military helicopters to provide transport for
Party of the Regions officials in their election campaigning. Mr. Shufrych is a top
Party of the Regions official, while Mr.
Hrytsenko represents the Our Ukraine –
People’s Self-Defense bloc.
While Arseniy Yatsenyuk was campaigning for the Our Ukraine – People’s
Self-Defense bloc in the Chernivtsi Oblast,
the Oblast State Administration provided
two vans to shuttle journalists to a schoolopening ceremony and campaign event.
The foreign affairs minister declared at the
time that he was campaigning for his bloc,
the CVU reported, which would have forbidden the use of government vehicles.

Employing government workers

Andrii Mosiyenko/UNIAN

In violating of election rules, Prime Minister Viktor Yanukovych engaged in campaigning during an August 31 official visit to Symferopol to ceremoniously open
the new Ivan Franko Library.
Meanwhile, Our Ukraine – People’s
Self-Defense candidate Roman Tkach
(54th place on the electoral list) took
government generosity a step further
when unveiling a $1.1 million computer
classroom in the Ivano-Frankivsk village
of Lopianka on September 1. Two-thirds
of the construction took place after the
campaign season officially began on
August 2, the CVU reported.
Campaigning on the job
In violation of election law, both
President Yushchenko and Prime
Minister Yanukovych campaigned for
their political forces while serving in
their respective posts.
Prior to taking his leave of absence on
September 12 to engage in campaigning,
Mr. Yanukovych traveled on official visits to eastern and southern Ukraine, his
party’s stronghold, to conduct government business that also involved interacting and speaking with voters.
Among the stops was Alchevsk, the
Luhansk Oblast city that lost its natural
gas heating for almost a month in
January 2006 because of atrophied infrastructure. Instead of attending a National
Security and Defense Council meeting
on September 4 called by the president,
Mr. Yanukovych led a residential utility
management council of experts in
Alchevsk to prepare for the winter ahead.
“Yanukovych needn’t worry about
Alchevsk,” Henadii Moskal, the Luhansk
Oblast State Administration chair, said at
the time. “There are more than 20 towns
in the Luhansk Oblast where people
haven’t had natural gas heating in years,
and Yanukovych’s people aren’t visiting
them. Yanukovych is trying to campaign
off the problem faced by hundreds of
thousands of Ukrainians.”
Mr. Yanukovych interacted with voters during his August visits to Kharkiv
and Symferopol as well.
Meanwhile, Mr. Yushchenko has
drawn much criticism for his own campaigning. The most blatant incident
occurred on September 15 in Lviv, when
Mr. Yushchenko openly told voters to
vote for the Our Ukraine – People’s SelfDefense bloc.
“I plead with you to support my team –
Our Ukraine – People’s Self-Defense,” Mr.
Yushchenko told an evening rally at Lviv’s
Freedom Square. “I, as the president, as a
citizen, am convinced that I have a right to
this request, because they are the very force
of patriots and professionals who are able to
effectively help me implement our plans.”
Not everyone was convinced through.
Earlier that day, Mr. Yushchenko was
on an official governmental visit to the
annual Publisher’s Forum. Attending the
rally just hours later was a possible violation of election rules, which require a
distinction between official visits and

campaign appearances.
Although himself electioneering while
still serving as prime minister, Mr.
Yanukovych criticized Mr. Yushchenko
for violating the Ukrainian Constitution,
which he argued forbids a president from
campaigning on behalf of a particular
political force.
“In the given instance, it was a Saturday
and from a formal point of view it could be
said it was the weekend, he’s a citizen who
has his own position and he expressed his
position on a weekend,” said Oleksander
Chernenko, a CVU spokesman.
“From the point of view of its cleanliness, possible certain ethical concerns,
not legal, it’s not quite nice for the president to concretely endorse a political
force,” he added.
Perhaps the most striking example of
Mr. Yushchenko campaigning on the job
was his August 21 visit to the Kherson
Oblast to deal with a forest fire. The president decided to help firefighters by rolling
up his sleeves and shoveling dirt on the
blaze, all conveniently done in the presence
of a Presidential Secretariat photographer.
“I am absolutely not against
Yushchenko’s public relations moves,
but who goes into a forest with a shovel
and a camera?” Mr. Shufrych remarked
afterwards. “Putin is on destroyers, Bush
is on aircraft carriers and submarines,
Lukashenka on tanks, and our
Yushchenko is with a shovel!”
Mr. Yushchenko even turned an August
20 press conference into a campaign
advertisement, labeling it, “Government
for the People, Not Politicians.”
“What surprised journalists is that the
name of the press conference was borrowed or almost the same as the slogan
with which the Our Ukraine – People’s
Self Defense bloc launched its election
campaign throughout the regions,” said
Andrii Zhyhulin, a reporter for the

Harkening back to the Kuchma presidency, Mr. Yushchenko has employed his
network of state oblast administrations in
the election campaign, observers said –
though to the same degree of corruption.
Four state oblast administration chairs
announced they were taking leave to
campaign, but remained active in their
posts. For example, Mr. Tkach attended a
bridge-opening ceremony on August 30
after stating he would take leave.
In gross violation of election laws, 11
of the oblast state administration chairs
appointed by Mr. Yushchenko are moonlighting as chairs of the local campaigns
of the Our Ukraine – People’s SelfDefense bloc.
“Nearly a third of chairs and assistant
chairs of local administrations and local
government organs are formally involved
in the election campaign,” the CVU reported. “Despite their numerous statements,
most of them didn’t go on vacation. And
those who announced their vacation mostly
continue to carry out their responsibilities.”
In visiting the towns of Kakhovka and
Nova Kakhovka on August 21-22,
Kherson State Oblast Administration
Chair Borys Silenkov presented the president’s Social Initiatives program, the
CVU reported. Invitations to the presentation were printed in orange, and Our
Ukraine – People’s Self-Defense materials were distributed at the event.
Even the Kherson State Oblast
Administration website continues to
advertise the president’s Social Initiatives
program, the launch of which coincided
with the parliamentary elections.
It’s not only the president who is
employing local officials to his advantage, the most egregious example being
the Kharkiv Oblast. Oblast State
Administration Chair Arsen Avakov
actively leads the campaign staff of the
Our Ukraine – People’s Self-Defense
bloc, while Kharkiv Mayor Mykhailo
Dobkin chairs the local Party of the
Regions campaign.
“Adminresurs is fighting against
adminresurs,” Mr. Popov commented.
In the town of Slavianoserbsk in the
Luhansk Oblast, government employees
were ordered to attend a Party of the
Regions rally, the CVU reported.
During a Stakhanov holiday meeting
in honor of Miner’s Day, First Assistant
City Council Chair Serhii Hladkykh discussed the need to defend the reforms
introduced by the Yanukovych government. Mr. Hladkykh happened to chair
(Continued on page 20)

Plastovyi kurin

Lisovi Mavky
would like to cordially invite you to a

60th Anniversary Dinner Banquet
Saturday, October 13, 2007
at the Ukrainian Cultural Center
2247 W. Chicago Ave., Chicago, Illinois
6:00 ~ Reception
7:00 ~ Dinner
Tickets ~ $50
Please RSVP by September 30, 2007
Areta Kuritza
110 North Home Avenue, Park Ridge, IL 60068
847-823-0430
Checks may be written to Lisovi Mavky
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Ukraine revisited...
(Continued from page 7)
team, which had placed its personal interests above those of the country. But perhaps that’s not the fault of a systematic
ideology, but just being fallibly human!
I also spoke with many friends whom
I had first met during the Orange
Revolution to discuss current politics.
Their perspectives differed slightly. All
expressed significant disappointment
with the Orange team and no longer
cared to follow politics. Most were now
disengaged and apolitical, citing political
rhetoric as meaningless and a waste of
their time. Many stated that they either
won’t vote or don’t know yet whom they
will support.
“What purpose is there in voting? It’s
all the same who is president, prime minister. It has no impact on me. It just
affects their internal organization.
Politicians are like mushrooms, they’re
everywhere, but all come from the same
root,” said Evhen Safonov. I could only
sympathize.
A feeling of disgust and anger permeated all the conversations, but some were
optimistic and tried to observe things
from a larger perspective. Vahtan Kapiani
observed, “There have been no political
assassinations, no censorship like under
Kuchma, slowly one can say that Ukraine
is becoming a country where one would
like to live. Even businessmen say, while
the government fights for power, we have
the possibility to make some money.”
Olya Hodovanets put things into a
larger context. “In 2004 the Ukrainian
people had a psychological breakthrough.
They stopped being Soviet citizens. But
building a country is more than just
standing on the maidan. And here in
Ukraine you have a history where half
the population was destroyed during
World War II, primarily those from intellectual circles. And today we have had
only 17 years of democracy, well, there
were tremendous mistakes made, but all
these are normal processes for such a
young democracy.”
The most overwhelmingly positive
experience on this trip was the Krayina
Mriy festival founded and hosted by
Oleh Skrypka. Mr. Skrypka explained
that “Many of us are not satisfied with
the state of current Ukrainian culture, and
I don’t think it’s just culture, but humanity, so we tried to create, for at least three
days, a more positive reality for the soul.

As a music aficionado, I really can’t find
the music I enjoy readily available. So I
tried to at least provide an outlet for
this.”
The festival featured many traditional
craftsmen and music, and most festivalgoers wore traditional embroidered
shirts. It was the first time since the
Orange Revolution that I heard Ukrainian
being spoken in Kyiv by the majority of
the people. It was remarkable to see people not only celebrating their culture, but
also re-connecting with it in a very genuine fashion. It seemed to me that “true”
Ukrainians living in Kyiv came out of the
woodwork for events such as this, or,
previously, the Orange Revolution.
Mr. Skrypka continued, “I wasn’t born
in Ukraine, but I spent my summers visiting my grandparents in the Poltava
Oblast. There I was exposed to this fabulous food, to this great nationalistic soul,
where tradition and language remained
preserved, a culture where people
respected each other. That stayed with
me as I got older and later I began to
incorporate it more into my music. There
are some parallels between Ukrainian
rock music and Ukrainian culture. Both
are in the underground. More recently,
social, cultural, political and patriotic
forces united to produce this phenomenon known as the Orange Revolution,”
After the festival, I concluded that
Oleh Skrypka is the best thing Ukraine
has going for it, both as an entertainment
showman and a cultural icon.
At the end of this trip, I realized that
the Ukrainian people had certainly grown
and changed a lot in the past two years.
They were more cynical and had learned
not to believe so easily, but be more analytical. They have realized that they cannot depend on “the state” or politicians to
solve their problems, but must do so
themselves. They have learned to channel their energy and attention toward
things in their sphere of influence, family, friends, work and local government. I
think these are all positive realizations.
However, the disillusionment with
politicians is extremely high and, in a
closely contested election, indifference
could likely influence the results.
I hope that in September the people do
choose to exercise their right to vote.
Even if they select “I support no one,”
they are at least making their voices
heard. Essentially that’s democracy and
what they fought for in November of
2004. Due to political malaise, it is now
seriously endangered.
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Trends and opinion...
(Continued from page 2)
still improve Orange results.
Polls show a narrowing gap between
the PRU and the YTB, which finished
first and second last year, respectively.
The Kyiv-based Concorde Capital
reported that the PRU has 26 to 28 percent and YTB 20 to 26 percent support.
The gap between them last year was 10
percent and is now narrowing to 5-7 percent. A poll by the Taras Shevchenko
Political and Sociological Institute gave
only a 1 percent lead to the PRU over the
YTB. Therefore, Ukrainian analysts
believe Yulia Tymoshenko is poised to
head the next government.
Polls show that three political forces
will enter the Verkhovna Rada: the PRU,
OU-PSD, and theYTB. They may be
joined by the CPU and former
Verkhovna Rada Chairman Volodymyr
Lytvyn’s bloc.
But should a fifth political force enter
Parliament it would prevent the PRU
from increasing from its current 186
seats to half of the seats (225) available.
It would be in the PRU's interest for
fewer parties and blocs to enter
Parliament, leaving more seats to be distributed via the proportional system.
The Lytvyn Bloc and the YTB are
likely to pick up disaffected SPU voters
in central Ukraine. The SPU has lost voters after it defected from the Orange
camp in summer 2006 and joined the

2007 elections...
(Continued from page 6)
few remaining Orange voters.
With no Orange voters left, Mr.
Yushchenko would be reliant on PRU
voters who, after seven years of hostile
propaganda against him, would be
unlikely to vote for him in 2009.
The Orange Revolution promised
many things – most of which have not
been fulfilled in the domestic or foreign
policy domains. Indeed, of the five countries which have undergone democratic
revolutions since 1998 – Slovakia,
Croatia, Serbia, Georgia, Ukraine – only
the first two have successful post-revolutionary democratic consolidations, while
Georgia’s democratic progress has both
positive and negative attributes.
Of these five states, Ukraine and
Serbia have suffered from the greatest

SAVE THE DATES!
The Friends of the Ukrainian Catholic University and the Ukrainian Catholic Education Foundation
invite you to the following benefit events for the Ukrainian Catholic Univerity:
Sunday, November 4, 2007:

Ukrainian National Home
140 Second Ave., New York, NY

Sunday, November 11, 2007:

Ukrainian Cultural Center
2247 W. Chicago Ave., Chicago, IL

Saturday, November 17, 2007:

Ukrainian American Cultural Center
60C N. Jefferson Rd., Whippany, NJ

Sunday, November 18, 2007

(In conjunction with the celebration of
St. Michael’s Day)
Ukrainian Youth Center
301 Palisade Ave., Yonkers, NY

Thursday, November 22, 2007:

Edmonton, Canada

Sunday, December 2, 2007:

St. Josephat’s Banquet Centre
26440 Ryan Rd., Warren, MI

For more information, please contact Nell at (773) 235-8462 or nell@ucef.org
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PRU and the CPU in the Anti-Crisis
Coalition and the government of Prime
Minister Viktor Yanukovych.
After the 2006 elections the SPU held
a swing vote, enabling the creation of a
coalition not dominated by the Orange
(Our Ukraine, YTB) or Blue (PRU,
CPU) camps.
The Lytvyn bloc could again be the
spoiler this year. The bloc’s allegiances
remain unclear. Mr. Lytvyn was head of
the presidential administration 19992002 and headed the pro-Leonid
Kuchma “For a United Ukraine bloc” in
2002. During the 2004 elections and the
Orange Revolution Mr. Lytvyn sat on the
fence and maintained good relations with
both the orange and blue camps.
As Rada chair, Mr. Lytvyn kept
Parliament open and facilitated the
motion that declared Mr. Yanukovych the
winner. While President Viktor
Yushchenko and his business allies have
always had good relations with Mr.
Lytvyn, his relations with the YTB are
poor. Therefore, the Lytvyn Bloc could be
courted by both the PRU and OU-PSD.
This year’s elections are likely to give
the Orange camp its second slim majority. Time will tell if they again fail to use
it, as they did last year.
Sources: Kyiv Post, July 12, August
23; Kyiv Weekly, July 26-August 8;
bbc.co.uk/Ukrainian, August 3;
Ukrayinska Pravda, August 27, 28,
September 3, 9, 12; tymoshenko.com.ua,
August 16.
threats of counter-revolution and democratic regression. Both had slim 52 percent victories of opposition candidates in
2000 and 2004, and their opposition
alliances disintegrated over how to deal
with past abuses in office (including violent crimes) and current government
policies. Of these five countries the former corrupt and violent regime came
back to power in only Ukraine and
Serbia.
Therefore, if an Orange coalition and
government are not created after this
year's elections, the orange Revolution,
like the bulldozer revolution in Serbia,
will have proven to be failures. The
return of the Anti-Crisis Coalition and
the Yanukovych government will signify
the re-consolidation of the Kuchma
regime in Ukraine for the next five years
and the electoral defeat of Mr.
Yushchenko in 2009.
The 2007 elections are the key to
President Yushchenko’s re-election in
2009. But, if the president repeats his
disastrous "multi-vector" coalition negotiation strategy of 2006, he will enter history as a one-term president. The outcome of the elections and post-election
negotiations on a coalition and head of
government will ultimately also decide if
Ukraine’s Orange Revolution will follow
the Serbian model in becoming a failed
post-revolutionary democratic breakthrough.

SEND THE WEEKLY
TO UKRAINE
To order an air mail subscription
to The Ukrainian Weekly for
addressees in Ukraine, send
$245 for subscription fee and
postage costs to:
Subscription Department
The Ukrainian Weekly
2200 Route 10
P.O. Box 280
Parsippany, NJ 07054
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THE 16th ANNIVERSARY OF UKRAINE’S INDEPENDENCE

Lackawanna County, Pa.
WEST SCRANTON, Pa. – On Friday,
August 24, Lackawanna County
Commissioners Robert Cordaro and Al
Munchak greeted the citizens of
Lackawanna County, and the Ukrainian
community in particular, on the occasion
of the 16th Anniversary of Ukraine’s

Independence. Commissioner Michael
Washo was unable to attend due to a previous commitment.
Ordinarily this annual event is conducted at the Lackawanna County Court House
Flag Plaza. However, due to major renovations to the Court House building and sur-

Ocean County, N.J.

Ukrainian Americans gather in West Scranton, Pa., for Ukrainian Independence Day.

TOMS RIVER, N.J. – The Ocean County Board of Chosen Freeholders joined with
representatives of the Ukrainian American Club of Ocean County on August 24 in
raising the flag of Ukraine. The ceremony marked the 16th anniversary of
Ukraine’s independence. Seen above are (from left): Freeholder Joseph H. Vicari;
the Rev. Ivan Turyk, pastor of St. Stephen Ukrainian Catholic Church of Toms
River; Ihor Dworjan, keynote speaker; Nina Lauria with grandson William James
Lauria; and John Bortnyk, club president and master of ceremonies.

rounding grounds, the venue was changed
this year to St. Michael Ukrainian
Orthodox Church in West Scranton.
The well-attended midday event
included the presentation of an official
proclamation, the raising of the flag of
Ukraine and the singing of the national
anthems of the United States and
Ukraine. Remarks were made by
Commissioners Cordaro and Munchak,
as well as by Jaroslaw Gawur, president
of the Ukrainian Fraternal Association,
the Rev. Nestor Kowal of St. Michael
parish, the Rev. Paul Wolensky of St.
Vladimir Ukrainian Catholic Parish,
ordained reader Paul Hyduchak of St.
George Carpatho-Rusyn Orthodox Parish
and Paul Ewasko, president of the

Ukrainian Heritage Council of
Northeastern Pennsylvania, which sponsors the annual event.
The theme of the day’s celebration
focused on the fact that Ukrainians
throughout the world are known for their
indestructible religious, cultural, historical and national identity. In addition, special mention was made of the huge contribution Ukrainian immigrants and
American-born Ukrainians have made to
the United States and to Northeastern
Pennsylvania in particular.
The ceremonies were concluded with
the declaration of “Ukrainian Independence
Day in Lackawanna County.” A luncheon
with a delicious Ukrainian touch was then
served in St. Michael Parish Hall.
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Philately’s Narbut Prize: Ukraine's flower definitives voted best for 2006
by Ingert Kuzych
stamps1

Definitive
never get selected
as the best stamps of the year in annual
popularity contests, do they?
Well, in Ukraine’s case, they do. The
way Marka Ukrainy – Ukraine’s stamp
production firm – succeeded in pulling off
such an unlikely scenario was to assemble
the beautiful flower stamps of its previous
two definitive series onto one very attractive souvenir sheet.
The official name of the souvenir sheet
was the “Fifth and Sixth Definitive Stamp
Issues of Ukraine, 2001-2006” (Figure 1).
The left side of the sheet featured the alphabet definitives issued by Ukraine beginning
in 2001, while the right side showed the
numeral values released between 2002 and
2006. This eye-catching release received
some 9.5 percent of the votes cast for the
Narbut Prize, awarded annually for the
best-designed Ukrainian stamp(s) or souvenir sheet of the previous year.

an azure sky over a golden field of grain,
the blue-over-gold motif mimicking the
colors of the Ukrainian flag.
In all, 15 different plants may be identified on the souvenir sheet. They are: hollyhocks (“B” and 10 k[opiyka]), marigolds
(“Ñ” and 30 k), sunflower (“E”), lilac
(“C”), pansies (“N”), guilder-rose (“Ü”),
sweetbrier (“L”), wheat ears and daisies
(“∏”), periwinkle (5 k), nasturtium (25 k),
cornflowers (45 k), sweet pea (65 k), white
water lilies (70 k), and poppies (1 hrv).
A total of 30,000 souvenir sheets were
produced, among them 400 imperforate
copies (as shown in Figure 1) for participants of the 10th National Philatelic
Exhibition, held last year on October 6-10
in the city of Lviv. The imperforate sheets
immediately became some of the scarcest
items of modem Ukrainian philately.
The designer of the Fifth and Sixth
Definitive Issues over the past several years
has been Oleksander Kalmykov, who will
receive the bulk of the Narbut Prize hono-

Figure 1:“Fifth and Sixth Definitive Stamp Issues of Ukraine, 2001-2006.”
Under the Poles it was referred to as Lwow,
the Austrians called it Lemberg, internationally it frequently received the Latin appellation Leopolis, as shown on the engraving. In
Soviet times, it was given the Russian designation of Lvov; today, it once more goes by
Lviv, the original designation given to it by
the city’s founder King Danylo (Daniel)
who named it for his son Lev (Leo).
Receiving just about 8 percent of the
votes was another issue honoring Lviv,
this one a joint issue with Austria. This
release too honored the landmark 750th

In fourth place with just under 8 percent of the vote, was the fifth installment
of the ongoing “Military History of
Ukraine” series. The four 70 k. stamps
depicted scenes from the Kozak era
(16th-18th centuries).
The Kozaks were independent-minded
adventurers who fled to the sparsely settled
Ukrainian steppes to practice various trades
and live a life free of Polish or Turkish
domination. Over time, their strength grew,
and in the mid-17th century, an independent
Kozak state, the Hetmanate, was formed

Figure 2: “750th Anniversary of the Founding of the City of Lviv.”
Except for the two “P” (Cyrillic “R”
for “Registration”) stamps in the middle
of the upper row, all of the stamps highlighted national flowers or other blossoming plants especially beloved in
Ukraine. While each of the stamps on the
sheet featured the Ukrainian trident
emblem, the “P” stamps displayed the
trident especially prominently in front of
1. Definitive stamp issues are regular
postage stamps that are issued in larger indefinite quantities for a prolonged period of
time, usually several years or more. They differ from commemorative stamps, issued to
mark or honor an individual, a historic event,
a special anniversary or a national landmark.
Commemoratives are released in limited
quantities and are available for only a certain
period of time.

rarium, as well as a certificate and medal.
Svitlana Bondar, the souvenir sheet designer, will receive a smaller monetary award.
Runners-up
Several other issues also did very well
in garnering votes in this year’s competition. As it turned out, only a few votes separated the second through fourth places.
The runner-up issue (receiving a little
over 8.5 percent) was another souvenir
sheet, this one honoring the “750th
Anniversary of the Founding of the City of
Lviv.” The sheet reproduced a copper
engraving from the Lviv Historic
Museum, showing a view of the city at the
beginning of the 17th century (Figure 2).
Over the years the city has gone by various names, depending on who controlled it.

Figure 3: A joint issue of Ukraine and Austria marking Lviv’s 750th anniversary.

Figure 4: The Kozak issue of the “Military History of Ukraine” series.

anniversary, but this time showed a
painting of “Ferdinand Square” in the
city as it appeared in 1840, about
halfway through the Austrian administration. (Lviv/Lemberg was part of the
Austrian Empire from 1772 to 1918.)
This high-value 3.5-hrv stamp was prepared in sheets of 10 with a central strip
of labels depicting significant objects
from the city (Figure 3). From top to bottom these items are: the city seal, ceremonial chain of the mayor of the city, ceremonial pillow, linden tree branch symbolizing the city and historic city keys.

that was to last for more than a century.
This entity would serve as the basis for subsequent Ukrainian national aspirations,
which would culminate in independence
during the 20th century.
Other stamp releases that did well in
the balloting for the Narbut Prize –
receiving at least 6 percent of votes –
included: “Heorhiy Narbut (1886-1920),”
graphic artist, “Traditional Ukrainian
Women's Headdresses,” "Ukrainian
Space Exploration,” “Kyiv as Seen
(Continued on page 19)
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Lviv launches cycle of conservation courses to save its heritage
by Taissa Bushnell
LVIV – In 2008 the historic center of
Lviv will celebrate the 10th anniversary
of its inclusion on the UNESCO World
Heritage List. While the city can boast
dozens of museums dedicated to art of
all periods and new galleries showcasing
its contemporary artists, Lviv’s treasure,
the architectural ensemble of its historic
center, has been neglected for years. The
two leading problems that have plagued
the extraordinary open-air exhibit of
architectural styles ranging from
Renaissance to Art Deco – poor management and the lack of qualified stone conservators – are finally being addressed
by city authorities.
Local sculptors in July underwent specialized training in the conservation of
stone sculpture during the first of a cycle
of courses that are designed to teach
practicing sculptors, masons and other
professionals internationally accepted
methods of stone conservation.

Chris Cleere, an international expert
in stone objects and archaeological site
conservation, who in 2006 had conducted a short course in stone conservation at
the National Preserve of Tauric
Chersonesos (Sevastopol, Ukraine), was
invited to Lviv to give lectures on ethics
in conservation, conservation policy and
prevention, decay mechanisms, diagnostic methods and condition survey, the
evaluation and effectiveness of conservation treatments, and the management
context for practical decision-making.
The course, financed by private sponsors, was organized by the newly formed
Agency for the Revitalization of Lviv, a
structure within the City Council’s
Department for the Protection of the
Historic Environment, and under the academic supervision of the Lviv National
Academy of Fine Arts Department of
Conservation.
The second course, to be offered in
October, will deal with "artificial stone"

Stone conservation course students, lecturers and organizers pose with the
Lorentsovych Lion, a sculpture that stood guard at the entrance to the Lviv City
Hall in the 16th to 19th centuries and was conserved during the course.
The problems arising from the lack of
certified stone conservators affect all of
Ukraine because, while conservation
during the Soviet period of other types of
materials, such as oil and tempera painting, paper and archaeological objects,
were offered in centers located within
Ukraine, stone conservation was taught
outside the country.
Taissa Bushnell is an adviser to the
mayor of Lviv in matters concerning the
preservation and management of cultural
heritage. Readers may contact her at
taissabushnell@hotmail.com if they are
interested in becoming involved in Lviv’s
regeneration or in any of the projects
described in the article.

Serhyi Yakunin, course participant,
conserves a putto from Lviv’s Rynok
(Market) Square.

– sculptures and architectural décor manufactured of concrete, plaster and other
materials made to resemble natural
stone. A diagnostics laboratory and conservation workshop are currently being
furnished to accommodate the course
and future work on movable heritage
monuments located in the city and wider
region.
Mayor initiates new approaches
The city of Lviv is actively reaching
out to the international conservation
community to raise the standard of conservation practice of its historic buildings
and sculptures. The mayor of Lviv, Mr.
Andrii Sadovyi, invited an expert mission from ICCROM (the International
Center for the Study of the Preservation
and Restoration of Cultural Property) an
advisory body of UNESCO specializing
in materials conservation, which resulted
in a very positive April visit to the city
by Joseph King, director of the ICCROM
Sites Unit.
During his visit Mr. King expressed
his delight on more than one occasion
that Lviv was such a vibrant city – “a
city of museums, not a museum-city,”
and recommended finding ways to balance the need to preserve Lviv’s architectural and archaeological heritage
while continuing to address the needs of
a living city by engaging the city’s
inhabitants in preserving their heritage.
Under Mr. Sadovyi’s direction, the
Lviv City Council has actively organized
roundtable discussions and public hearings with members of the community on
various issues affecting the conservation
of the historic center. Liliya

Oleh Kapustiak, course participant, applies a compress to the 16th century
Lorentsovych Lion sculpture.
Onyshchenko, the head of the
Department for the Protection of the
Historic Environment, conducts regular
press conferences to inform the public
about measures aimed at preserving
Lviv’s architectural heritage. Ms.
Onyshchenko has been tirelessly developing new preservation policies and nurturing international cooperation with,
among others, the Ministry of Culture of
Poland and conservators in the ICOMOS
(the International Council of Monuments
and Sites, an advisory body of
UNESCO) national committees of
Poland and Germany, and other regional
partners. Ukraine’s entry into ICCROM
will ensure that Lviv’s conservators and
heritage managers have access to more
training opportunities both at home and
abroad.
Last spring Mayor Sadovyi formed a
steering committee made up of city
council members and leading experts in
the field of conservation, museum management, education, architecture, urban
planning and cultural heritage management. In May this committee created the
Agency for the Revitalization of Lviv
(Oleksander Kryskiv, director), after the
model of the Vilnius Old Town Renewal
Agency, to initiate special projects for
architectural conservation (entire buildings and their decorative elements), to
develop monitoring systems for the historic center (tracking changes in the interior and exterior of buildings), and to
create a Geographic Information System
(GIS) for the storage and management of
information gained from monitoring as
well as documentation from pre- and
post-conservation work.
In addition to the July stone conservation school, the Agency conducted an

international seminar on building conservation for construction firms working on
historic buildings. In August environmental monitoring sensors were installed
in the 14th century Armenian Church to
measure temperature and humidity fluctuations which may be damaging its wall
paintings.
(Continued on page 16)

Chris Cleere inspects the figure of a
knight manufactured of concrete in
the early 20th century and earmarked
for conservation during the second
course set for October.

Mayor Andrii Sadovyi meets with the students and organizers of Lviv’s first
course for stone conservation.
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Network of Election Monitoring
Organizations, the International
Republican Institute, the National
Democratic Institute for International
Affairs, the Ukrainian World Congress,
the American Center for International
Labor Solidarity and the Ukrainian
Congress Committee of America will
monitor the pre-term parliamentary elections in Ukraine on September 30.
(Ukrinform)
70,000 police ready for elections

Andrew R. CHORNY
Manager

KYIV – Some 70,000 policemen will
be engaged in maintaining public order
during the September 30 early parliamentary elections, said acting Internal Affairs
Minister Mykhailo Korniyenko. He
added that his ministry doesn’t intend to
use special materiel, as special materiel
and special units can only be involved if
there is a threat to the public order or to
the life of CEC members and candidates.
(Ukrinform)
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(By Appointment Only)
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NEW YORK, NEW YORK 10003
(212) 477-3002
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Ukrainian Book Store
Largest selection of Ukrainian books, dance
supplies, Easter egg supplies, music, icons,
greeting cards, giftwear and much more.
10215-97st
Edmonton, AB T5J 2N9

Toll free: 1-866-422-4255
www.ukrainianbookstore.com

Run your advertisement here,
in The Ukrainian Weekly’s
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3BR, 1.5BA. Large split
level home on quiet cul- desac in Napanoch. Wood
floors under all carpet; two
car garage, low taxes, priced
for quick sale at $195,000.
Call Diane, Associate Broker,
at Westwood Metes & Bounds
Realty, 845 687-0232 ext. 109
FOR RENT

Beautiful, newly remodeled, single- family
residence on Singer Island, Florida. Brand
new kitchen, 4 bedroom, 3 min. walk to
beach, 20 min. ride to Palm Beach
International Airport. $1,200/week.
Call 313-882-1567 or 313-590-4350

KYIV – President Viktor Yushchenko
on September 15 called on Ukrainian voters to cast ballots for the pro-presidential
Our Ukraine – People’s Self-Defense
(OU-PSD) bloc in the September 30 early
parliamentary polls. “I ask you to support
my team,” Mr. Yushchenko told an election gathering of some 10,000 people in
Lviv. Mr. Yushchenko also said he
believes in the creation of a Cabinet by
OU-PSD and the Yulia Tymoshenko Bloc.
“I welcome and treasure the cooperation
between Our Ukraine – People’s SelfDefense and the Yulia Tymoshenko Bloc
– it is a guarantee of our victory,” he
stressed. Yurii Lutsenko, one of the leaders of OU-PSD, assured the gathering in
Lviv that “We have no other plans apart
from creating a pro-Ukrainian democratic
coalition with our ally, the Yulia
Tymoshenko Bloc.” Prime Minister
Viktor Yanukovych on September 16 criticized the president for campaigning on
the side of the Orange Revolution forces.
“The Constitution does not allow him to
campaign for any party,” Mr. Yanukovych
said. (RFE/RL Newsline)
PRU expects 40 percent of vote
KYIV – Prime Minister Viktor
Yanukovych told an election-campaign
gathering in the Sumy Oblast on
September 13 that his Party of the
Regions will receive no less than 40 percent of the vote in the September 30 parliamentary polls. “After these elections,
we will be in power for 10 years,” Mr.
Yanukovych predicted. Meanwhile, the
Razumkov Center for Economic and
Political Studies found in a poll conducted on September 1-10 that five Ukrainian
parties are likely to overcome the 3 percent voting threshold to win seats in the
Verkhovna Rada. According to the center, the Party of the Regions is supported
by 33.9 percent of voters, the Yulia
Tymoshenko Bloc by 23.5 percent, the
Our Ukraine – People’s Self-Defense
bloc by 13.1 percent, the Communist
Party by 5 percent and the Lytvyn Bloc
by 3 percent. (RFE/RL Newsline)
Yushchenko: open Gongadze trial
KYIV – President Viktor Yushchenko
said on September 12 that he wants the
ongoing trial of the suspected murderers
of journalist Heorhii Gongadze to be
open to the public, RFE/RL’s Ukrainian
Service reported. Mr. Yushchenko promised to ask the Supreme Court to open
the trial to the public. A day earlier, the
Kyiv Appeals Court, which is hearing the
Gongadze case, announced that some
sessions will be held behind closed doors

No. 38
because some materials being considered
are classified. Meanwhile, Myroslava
Gongadze, the slain journalist’s widow,
told reporters in Kyiv on September 12
that the investigation into the 2000 slaying of her husband has been deadlocked
for a year. Investigators “deeply delved
into the case and were close to exposing
the organizers of the murder.
Unfortunately, at the moment they were
about to solve the crime, they were
removed from the investigation process,”
she said. Three former police officers are
standing trial on charges of killing Mr.
Gongadze. No charges have been made
against anyone suspected of organizing
the crime or commissioning the killers.
(RFE/RL Newsline)
Russia to cooperate in dioxin probe
KYIV – The Procurator General’s
Office announced on September 12 that
Russian prosecutors have agreed to analyze Russian-made dioxin in order to
compare it with the poison used against
President Viktor Yushchenko when he
was a presidential candidate in 2004.
Earlier last week Mr. Yushchenko
accused Russia of hampering the investigation into his poisoning. Speaking in
Dnipropetrovsk on September 11, the
Ukrainian president noted that Moscow
has a moral obligation to cooperate. “A
country cannot let an attempt on anyone’s life go unpunished, let alone on a
presidential candidate. For both the country’s honor and rule of law, the investigation must be completed, and people have
a right to know who committed the
crime.” (RFE/RL Newsline)
Holodomor exhibit open in Belgium
KYIV – Twenty kilometers from
Brussels, the library of Leuven Catholic
University is hosting an exhibition devoted to the Holodomor in Ukraine in 19321933. The exhibition presents posters by
contemporary Ukrainian artists, created
in the 1960s and 1990s. The exhibition
was organized by the Ukrainian Embassy
in Belgium in cooperation with the
Ukrainian student society of Leuven
Catholic University. (Ukrinform)
Chornovil monument in the Carpathians
KYIV – A monument to one of the
founders of the People’s Movement of
Ukraine (Rukh), Hero of Ukraine
Vyacheslav Chornovil is expected to be
erected on the Carpathian mountain
summit called Plai near Volovets. The
famous dissident worked at the meteorological station in Volovets in 1969-1970.
As noted by the leader of Rukh,Borys
Tarasyuk, the unveiling of the monument
comes with the implementation of the
presidential decree marking the 70th
anniversary of Mr. Chornovil’s birth.
Funds for the monument were raised by
Rukh. Mr. Chornovil died in a tragic car
accident on March 25, 1999.
(Ukrinform)
Symonenko for death penalty
KYIV – The leader of the Communist
Party of Ukraine, Petro Symonenko, a
member of the permanent parliamentary
delegation to the Parliamentary
Assembly of the Council of Europe, has
offered to resume the death penalty,
which Ukraine abandoned in March
2000, having introduced Protocol No. 6
to the European Convention on Human
Rights. Mr. Symonenko, during his canvassing tour to Poltava on September 13,
stated that the death penalty must be
resumed for those who committed deliberate murder. “Now Ukraine is faced
with a threatening situation. Over 4,000
people are killed in Ukraine upon orders
annually. The average price of such a
murder is $500 (U.S.). I offer to resume
(Continued on page 16)
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ілимося сумною вісткою, що в понеділок,
17 вересня 2007 р. відійшла у вічність на 94-му
році життя наша найдорожча
АА і АЯ

св. п.

О#Ь%А #&'(А)
нар. 20 січня 1913 р. в *ернополі, в Україні.

With deep sorrow, our family announces that on Saturday,
September 8, 2007 our beloved husband and father

Dr. Eugene Edward Petriwsky
quietly passed away in the early morning.
He was born in Ukraine to Barbara and Edward on July 31, 1922.
He is survived by:

У глибокому смутку залишилися:
донька
– У#Я(А
син
– (;<*О= з дружиною О=&<;Ю і дітьми
(А*А#;Ю, ІЯ()ОЮ і А=@&)О
сваха
– <ОBІЯ CА*=&#О
CА=А<*А< відбувся 18 вересня в Peter Jarema Funeral Home, New
York, NY.
CОEО=О((І GІC=АG& відбулися 19 вересня в церкві св. Юра в
(ю-Iорку, (.I. Gона була похована на цвинтарі св. Андрія в
<. авнд руку, (. ж.
Gічна Kї пам'ять!

Wife - Raisa
Daughter - Katya with husband Rob Jolly
Son - Andrew with wife Ruslana Tkachenko
Sister - Maria-Zenovia Kitura with extended family

May he rest in peace!

DEATH ANNOUNCEMENTS
to be published in The Ukrainian Weekly – in the Ukrainian
or English language – are accepted by mail, courier, fax, phone or e-mail.
Deadline: Tuesday noon before the newspaper’s date of issue.
(The Weekly goes to press early Friday mornings.)
Rate: $7.50 per column-inch.
Information should be addressed to the attention of the Advertising Department
and sent to: The Ukrainian Weekly, 2200 Route 10, P.O. Box 280 (NB: please
do not include post office box if sending via courier), Parsippany, N.J. 07054;
fax, (973) 644-9510; telephone, (973) 292-9800, ext. 3040;
e-mail, adsukrpubl@att.net.
Please include the daytime phone number of a contact person.

In Memoriam of

Ivan Halich
June 29, 1929 – September 13, 2006

From your beloved Ukraine to your adopted
American home, you lived a full and eventful life. You
escaped totalitarian injustice and cruelty, served in the
US Air Force, had a professional career in electrical
engineering, and were blessed with three children,
Natalie, Gregory, and Andrew, who loved you dearly.
Your untimely death from cancer one year ago at
Gregory's home, surrounded by your loves ones, was a
sorrowful loss to all. You will always be remembered
by your children, your brother and sisters, Maria,
Vitaly and Svitlana, and your many loving relatives
and friends.
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Lviv launches...
(Continued from page 13)
A management plan
The city of Lviv is currently preparing
the ground for the creation of a long-term
strategy for the continued development of
the city, which will consist of, among others, a management plan for the historic
center. The management plan will address
conservation problems and other issues,
such as the need to raise public awareness
of heritage values, to engage the local
community in caring for their heritage
monuments, to attract private investment
in conservation and tourism, to provide a
proper infrastructure for international
tourism and to ensure that sustainable solutions are instituted to mitigate the impact
of tourism on the heritage resource.

An increase in tourist numbers and
indeed investment in the city’s infrastructure are expected with the approach of
the 2012 European Football (Soccer)
Championship, a part of which is set to
take place in Lviv. The management plan
is intended to put into place measures for
control and transparency of Lviv’s regeneration.
Lviv’s heritage management officials
are working to build closer ties with international heritage professionals in an effort
to learn from the experience of other
World Heritage cities, especially those in
other post-Soviet countries. An international conference will be held in Lviv in
2008 to mark the 10th anniversary of
Lviv’s inscription onto the World Heritage
list and to provide a forum for the discussion of current challenges facing the
preservation of the historic city center.

Taissa Bushnell

Chris Cleere, Liliya Onyshchenko and course participants discuss conservation
challenges facing Lviv’s historic center.
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NEWSBRIEFS
(Continued from page 14)
the death penalty for willful murder,” Mr.
Symonenko said. (Ukrinform)
Polish president visits Katyn
SMOLENSK, Russia – On September
17, the 68th anniversary of the invasion of
Poland by the USSR, Polish President
Lech Kaczynski visited the site of the 1940
Katyn massacre near Smolensk to honor
the memory of up to 22,000 Polish officers
and other citizens killed by the Soviet
security forces, then known as the NKVD.
He called the massacre “an act of genocide,” but absolved Russia’s present-day
rulers of any responsibility. Mr. Kaczynski
said that “we have a democratic Poland,
and we have a new Russia. There is no
more Soviet Union, no more communist
totalitarianism.” He noted that “of those
who committed crimes at Katyn, hardly
any are still alive. Those who govern
Russia and Poland today were, [if] they
were alive then, very young children and
do not bear any responsibility for events
that took place there. ... We have thus to
live [for] the future ... and to the past we
must look calmly, with balance, but also
with regard for the truth.” Mr. Kaczynski
spent less than two hours on Russian soil,
his first visit to that country as president.
He was met by local officials and by
Georgy Poltavchenko, who is President
Vladimir Putin’s envoy to the Central
Federal District and a major general in the
Federal Security Service (FSB). For
decades following the discovery of the
bodies in Katyn by German forces in 1943,
Moscow maintained that the Nazis had
carried out the killings. Soviet leader
Mikhail Gorbachev acknowledged in 1990
that the Soviets were responsible for the
massacre. Russia has never released all the
documents pertaining to Katyn and refuses
to classify the killings as genocide, a war
crime, or one of Soviet leader Joseph
Stalin’s crimes against humanity. In Poland
and in other former Soviet-occupied countries, the massacre is seen as an example of
Stalin’s policy of eliminating educated,
military and governing classes in areas
under his control. (RFE/RL Newsline)
Putin on “silly Atlantic solidarity”

O R T H O DON T I S T
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SOCHI, Russia – President Vladimir
Putin told an invited group of Western
Kremlinologists in Sochi on September 14
that Western countries should forget “silly
Atlantic solidarity” and seek to improve
relations with Russia by taking it on its
own terms, Britain’s The Times reported
on September 15. He added that the United
States and some European Union memberstates continue to have “absolutely inappropriate ... Cold War attitudes” toward
Russia, particularly where trade and energy policy are concerned. Mr. Putin stressed
that Russia’s decision in 2005 to construct
the Nord Stream pipeline that bypasses
Poland does not infringe on anyone’s
rights. He said that if Western countries
want to talk about Kosovo or Iran with
Russia, then each of these topics should be
discussed specifically and individually,
and not together with complaints about
democracy in Russia. Mr. Putin repeated
his position that Russia wants Ukraine to
pay market prices for gas and has no intention of subsidizing “the Orange movement” there. “Do you think we are idiots?”
he added. (RFE/RL Newsline)
Dynamo marks 80th anniversary
KYIV – President Viktor Yushchenko
on September 6 congratulated fans, players, coaches and managers of the Football
Club Dynamo of Kyiv on its 80th anniversary. Mr. Yushchenko attended celebrations on the occasion which were held in
Kyiv in Valerii Lobanovskyi Stadium. “I
am proud there is such a club among

No. 38
Ukraine’s many worthy teams,” the president said, thanking the club for its contribution to the development of Ukrainian
sports and remembering its achievements
and renowned players, three of them honored with the Golden Ball. “This is a team
of success and great victories. I am convinced Dynamo has been and will be one
of Europe’s and the world’s most famous
soccer clubs. You are known and respected worldwide,” he said. “I thank you,
Dynamo, for what you do for Ukrainian
soccer, for Ukraine.” (Ukrinform)
Association of seminaries created
LVIV – Recently, on the premises of
the Holy Spirit Seminary in Lviv, rectors
of seminaries of the Ukrainian GreekCatholic Church (UGCC) in Ukraine and
the diaspora, as well as members of the
Synodal Committee of Priestly
Formation have been working on the
“Program of Priestly Formation in the
UGCC,” which they started to elaborate
last year. This year’s session decided to
create the Association of Ukrainian
Catholic Seminaries, an organization
consisting of all seminaries and formation houses (eparchial and monastic) of
the UGCC. (Religious Information
Service of Ukraine)
Kyiv to get new five-star hotels
KYIV – Ten five-star hotels will be
built in Kyiv by 2010, said First Deputy
Chairman of the Kyiv City State
Administration Denys Bass. The tourism
development program through envisages
the construction of hotels with 4,300
beds. Presently the capital city can provide 662 beds in five-star hotels, 1,228 in
four-star, 2,371 in three-star and 409 in
two- and one-star hotels. According to
Mr. Bass, some 60 to 70 small hotels are
supposed to be built in Kyiv within the
framework of preparations for Euro 2012;
out of this number some 28 hotels will be
built by 2010. (Ukrinform)
Ukraine joins nuclear initiative
KYIV – President Viktor Yushchenko
signed a declaration on Ukraine joining the
joint nuclear energy and non-proliferation
initiative of the United States and Russia,
said a Presidential Secretariat adviser,
Bohdan Sokolovsky, on September 18.
According to the declaration, Ukraine supports the initiative of the U.S. and Russia
regarding principles of maintaining technical cooperation in creating modern safe
reactors and facilitation of the access to
financial resources of the development of
the nuclear industry. Mr. Sokolovskyi
added that Ukraine is for securing stability
of the commercial nuclear fuel market and
guaranteeing access to reliable sources of
fuel and nuclear services. The U.S.A. Russia Declaration on Nuclear Energy and
Nonproliferation Joint Actions was
announced in early July during the Russian
president’s visit to the U.S. (Ukrinform)
Hrytsenko comments on Russian fleet
KYIV – “A prolongation of the agreement on the stationing of the Black Sea
Fleet of the Russian Federation in the territory of Ukraine is not envisaged by the
Constitution of our state,” Defense
Minister Anatolii Hrytsenko said while on
a working trip to Konotop on September
18. He reminded his listeners that the
Constitution allows no foreign military
bases in Ukraine. The only exception was
made for the Russian Black Sea Fleet,
which was laid down in the Transition
Provisions of the Constitution. The basing
agreements between Russia and Ukraine
set 2017 as the last year for the Russian
Black Sea Fleet’s stationing in Ukraine,
the minister pointed out. Mr. Hrytsenko is
running for the Verkhovna Rada on the
ticket of Our Ukraine – People’s SelfDefense bloc. (Ukrinform)
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N.Y. Kozaks Hockey Club wins in Chelsea Piers League
NEW YORK – The N.Y. Kozaks
Hockey Club punctuated its return season to the Sky Rink League by capturing
the Spring 2007 Division 3b title at the
Chelsea Piers Sports Complex in
Manhattan. This team was re-assembled
by player/managers Mark Howansky and
Arthur Hryhorowych after a hiatus of a
few years. The team is partially sponsored by Irving Place Physical Therapy.
The N.Y. Kozaks earned a No. 2 seed
going into the playoffs by virtue of their
impressive regular season record of 14
wins and three losses. In the quarterfinals, the Kozaks dismantled a hopeful
Gstaad Bulls squad 6-0. The Bulls had
played the Kozaks tightly twice during
the season. In the semi-finals the Kozaks
came back from 2-1 down to eventually
beat the streaking Hellfish 8-2.
The final best-of-three series pitted the
Kozaks against the first-place seeded
Blackjacks, who have many Sky Rink
championships to their name. The
Blackjacks handedly beat the Kozaks 7-3
during the season and, in fact, were only
beaten once in regulation time the entire
year. Furthermore, in their first two playoff games, the Blackjacks outscored their
opponents 14-0. But the Kozaks were not
deterred and swept the Blackjacks with
scores of 2-1 and 2-0 respectively.
The Kozaks’ trademark hard-nosed

Logo of the N.Y. Kozaks.

Yanukovych government...
(Continued from page 1)
Ministers resolution.
The government enterprise retaining the
50 percent plus one share stake, Energy
Co. of Ukraine, is controlled by recently
appointed officials loyal to Mr. Akhmetov,
Ukrainian news media reported.
In defending the sale, the Yanukovych
government
pointed
out
that
Dniproenergo owed $200 million in debt
to 65 creditors that needed to be paid.
Preference to buy the shares went to
the largest creditor, which happened to be
Donbas Fuel-Energy Co., owned by Mr.
Akhmetov.
Through the purchase, Mr. Akhmetov
paid off his own loan and planned to
invest an additional $200 million to
improve the company’s electric stations
within the next five years.
Mr. Akhmetov’s shares in Dniproenergo
and Skhidenergo make him the single most
influential businessman in Ukraine’s electricity production. He also owns a quarter
of Ukraine’s coal production, reported
Dielo, a Kyiv daily newspaper.
Critics said the Dniproenergo sale is
typical of the tactics employed by
Ukraine’s wealthiest businessmen
throughout the tenure of former President
Leonid Kuchma to swipe properties from
the state at below market prices.
“The history of machinations with
Dniproenergo, with 40 percent of its shares
now controlled by Akhmetov, is a classic
scheme spun by the government, not for the
first time,” Ms. Tymoshenko said. “The
enterprise is first driven into bankruptcy,
after which a ‘kind’ creditor emerges, who

The N.Y. Kozaks with their newly won trophy
style of play, balanced attack, and stubborn defense were all on display throughout the playoffs. Goalie James Olender
played particularly well in the finals.
While many of the current Kozaks are
not of Ukrainian descent, they were all
educated by Mr. Howansky on the history of the Zaporozhian Kozaks and of
Ukraine and all proudly wear the
“tryzub,” or trident – the national
emblem of Ukraine – on their jerseys.
The following players have Ukrainian
ties: Jason Crelinsten, James Olender,
Walter Ruday, Roman Podpirka, Bo
Pryjmak, and Vladimir Ugryumov, and
Messrs. Hryhorowych and Howansky.
The current Kozaks players are also

well aware of the club’s origins in the late
1980’s, when a group of Ukrainian
Americans from New York City and
Yonkers, N.Y., started skating together led
by Taras Odulak and Andrij Sonevytsky.
This group eventually grew and improved
to the point where they would participate
in numerous Ukrainian hockey tournaments in the U.S.A. and Canada. The
team then also joined the Sky Rink league
during Chelsea Piers’ inaugural season in
1995, capturing the D2 title in 1999 and
finishing as runner-up in 2000.
Some of these original players still get
together to play in over-30 tournaments.
Recently, the Kozaks “old boys” team
has participated in and won tournaments

in Hartford, Conn., and Atlantic City,
N.J. The captain/manager (a.k.a. “hetman”) of the Kozaks “old boys” team is
Severin Palydowycz.
The resurgence of the Kozaks is further evidenced by the fact that the club
will field two teams this fall in the
Chelsea Piers Sky Rink League – one in
Division 3a and the other in Division 4.
Also, the club is currently working with
contacts in Montreal, Toronto and
Chicago to revive the Ukrainian hockey
tournaments of old.
For more information on the N.Y.
Kozaks Hockey Club contact Mark
Howansky at markhowansky@yahoo.com
or 917-678-4168.

obtains a dainty, strategic site.”
Energy Co. of Ukraine Chair Ihor
Hluschenko, among those deciding to execute the sale, is a former SCM employee
who remains linked to Mr. Akhmetov, as
reported by Dielovaya Stolitsa, a Kyiv
business weekly newspaper.
In recent weeks, Mr. Akhmetov also
dismissed members of Dniproenergo’s
supervisory board and replaced them
with colleagues loyal to him, the newspaper reported.

sites,” Mr. Fesenko said. “After the elections however, if the political conjuncture
changes, certain pretensions may arise to
the cleanliness of the privatizations or
resale of such sites.”
The Yanukovych government also
attempted to privatize the lucrative Odesa
Portside Plant, the nation’s top producer
of fertilizers and ammonia, worth an estimated $1 billion.
State Property Fund Chair Valentyna
Semeniuk, a member of the Socialist
Party of Ukraine that is unlikely to gain
re-election, on August 15 announced a
state tender for the 99.5 percent stake in
the factory at a starting price of $500 million, with the results to be announced on
October 30.
Bidders were required to have experience in chemical production, invest $238
million into the plant during the next five
years and improve sales by 37 percent.
The rushed tender ahead of the elections made a Western competitor unlikely, thereby limiting the bidders to Russian
firms and those owned by Party of the
Regions businessmen.
“Either the Donetsk clan would privatize it, or a Russian company would pay
the Donetsk clan a huge bribe,” Mr.
Lozowy commented.
Before that could happen however,
President Viktor Yushchenko blocked the
auction with a September 12 decree.
He speculated the Yanukovych government is trying to sell strategic assets
ahead of the elections while it still has the
power to steer them to pre-determined
owners. “I am extremely suspicious of
institutions that are trying to initiate any
privatization processes today,” the president said. “I am convinced that the cur-

rent State Property Fund is incapable of
an unbiased, objective privatization that is
based on competition and the law.”
Though the Odesa Portside privatization drew the president’s intervention,
observers have commented on his impotence in preventing the Dniproenergo
transfer into Mr. Akhmetov’s hands.
The only preventive measure came in
a June 15 statement from the National
Security and Defense Council (led by the
president) forbidding share emissions in
privatizing state energy assets.
Mr. Yanukovych promptly ignored the
order, and Mr. Yushchenko neglected to
stop the share emission and transfer to
Mr. Akhmetov.
Ukrayinska Pravda even speculated in
a September 14 analysis that the
Presidential Secretariat supported Mr.
Akhmetov in the acquisition.
Almost two weeks after announcing the
Odesa Portside Plant tender, Ms.
Semeniuk said the State Property Fund
will also sell the government’s blocking
stakes (25 percent of shares) in six
oblenergos, or regional electricity distribution companies, via auctions in October.
Foreigners once again are unlikely to
participate in the auctions because of
short preparation time and distraction of
coalition-formation, also raising concern
the Yanukovych government will sell the
shares to connected businessmen.
“Millions of dollars in illegal payments go towards successful tender
bids,” Mr. Lozowy said. “Members of a
tender committee look for clients to
lobby for huge cash payoffs. It’s an ongoing process for the Donetsk clan to illegally grab, through corrupt schemes,
assets and properties in Ukraine.”

Sales before the elections?
Political experts were divided on
whether the government’s campaign of
selling properties was intentionally conducted before the elections.
“They’re not sneaking this in at the
last minute,” Mr. Lozowy said. “I’m convinced the Party of the Regions and the
Akhmetov-Yanukovych clan are stealing
on a daily basis, and the Dniproenergo
deal is only part of an ongoing process.”
Still, it’s possible the Party of the
Regions is considering the remote possibility it won’t be in government after the
elections and won’t have control of the
State Property Fund, said Volodymyr
Fesenko, board chairman of the Penta
Center for Applied Political Research,
which has worked with major Ukrainian
parties and the Presidential Secretariat.
Being in power is a position worth taking
advantage of, he said, similar to how
Kryvorizhstal was unfairly sold to Mr.
Akhmetov and Victor Pinchuk in June 2004
ahead of that year's presidential elections.
“There is a great temptation in this
period of indecision to take advantage of
the chance to take control of certain
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Party of the Regions...

Philately’s...

(Continued from page 2)
in favor of raising the status of the
Russian language; and the idea of electing governors (as the chairs of oblast
state administrators are popularly called)
should not be rejected by the people.
Mr. Yushchenko has warned that the
issues raised by the PRU are too sensitive and accused the PRU of trying to
destabilize Ukraine by calling the referendum. His negative reaction was predictable, as the goals pursued by the referendum contradict the goals he has been
pursuing as president. Mr. Yushchenko’s
vision of Ukraine is that of a NATO
member and a monolingual state with
strong presidential power, with the president handpicking governors.
Mr. Yushchenko’s key ally, the Yulia
Tymoshenko Bloc (YTB), also rejected
the PRU-proposed referendum.
Oleksander
Turchynov,
Ms.
Tymoshenko’s right-hand man, said this
was “a dangerous election campaign
trick,” “divisive for this country and its
people.” He noted that the PRU,
although it has been in power for more
than a year, has waited until now to raise
the issues of the Russian language and
NATO.
The Socialists, the key allies of the
PRU in the outgoing parliament, have
been rather skeptical about the referendum proposal. Internal Affairs Minister
Vasyl Tsushko, who is No. 2 on the
Socialists’ election list, called it a “political bluff” and said that it is “unlikely to
be held.” There is no unity even within
PRU ranks. Taras Chornovil, one of the
PRU’s unofficial spokespersons, told
RFE/RL that the language issue should
be probably dropped from the referendum, as it is too divisive. Justice
Minister Oleksander Lavrynovych, who
is running on the PRU’s list in the election, noted that any initiative to hold a
referendum is dubious because the
Ukrainian referendum legislation is very
imperfect.
The referendum can be non-binding
only, as the implementation of its results
would require new amendments to the
Constitution, Yurii Myroshnychenko,
head of the PRU’s legal service, admitted. Amending the Constitution requires
300 votes “in favor” in the 450-seat
Ukrainian legislature, which the PRU
and its allies will hardly command after
the election. Nevertheless, the PRU
launched a signature campaign for the
referendum on September 7, simultaneously in Kyiv and several of Ukraine’s
largest cities where the Russian language
dominates, NATO is unpopular and
President Yushchenko is not liked:
Donetsk, Kharkiv, Symferopol, Odesa,
and Poltava.
By launching the referendum campaign, the PRU mobilizes its electorate,
most of whom are Russian-speaking and
wary of NATO membership, ahead of the
September 30 vote. At the same time, it
weakens the PRU’s possible allies in the
next Parliament, the Communists and the
radical leftist Progressive Socialists, who
compete for the like-minded electorate in
the east and south of Ukraine. The PRU’s
referendum initiative may also spoil the
campaign for the Tymoshenko Bloc,
overshadowing the YTB’s own referendum initiative on changing the
Constitution. (see EDM, September 6)
Compared to the PRU’s simple questions
on highly controversial matters, the
YTB’s constitutional ideas may be too
abstract and difficult for an ordinary
voter to grasp.

(Continued from page 12)
Through Artist’s Eyes,” the “10th
National Philatelic Exhibition" and
“Ukrainian Folk Costumes.”

Sources: Channel 5, September 5, 7;
Interfax-Ukraine, September 5-7;
UNIAN, RFE/RL, September 6;
Ukrainski Novyny, September 7.

***
The Narbut Prize is sponsored by the
U.S-based Ukrainian Philatelic and
Numismatic Society (UPNS) and continues to be recognized as the premier philatelic art award in Ukraine. Past winning
designs and their artist creators have all
been prominently featured in Filatelia
Ukrainy, Ukraine’s leading philatelic periodical. The Heorhiy Narbut Prize honors
Ukraine’s outstanding graphic artist of the
early 20th century. Mr. Narbut prepared
the three high-value stamps (30-, 40-, and
50- shahy) from Ukraine’s first postage
stamp issue of 1918. He also designed
about a dozen of Ukraine’s first banknotes.
Readers wishing to examine all of last
year’s stamps (or the issues from any
year) in full color, may do so online at
the Ukrainian Electronic Stamp Album
(www.ukrainianphilately.info). Click on
2006 or on any other year’s issues you
may wish to view.
Past Narbut Prize winners as well as

runners-up maybe viewed on the website
of the UPNS: www.upns.org.
A list of past winners
The Narbut Prize has been awarded
annually since 1993 for the best-designed
stamp(s) or souvenir sheet of the previous
year (Ukraine only resumed stamp production in 1992). The award was established by Dr. Ingert Kuzych, well-known
philatelic author, editor, and exhibitor who
currently serves as the society’s president.
The “Fifth and Sixth Definitive Stamp
Issues of Ukraine, 2001-2006” release
marked the eighth time in the last 10 years
that a souvenir sheet has won the Narbut
Prize. Below are all the winners of the
Prize since its inception.
1993A – Larysa Koren, “150th
Anniversary of the Birth of Composer
Mykola Lysenko.”
1993B – Oleh Snarsky, “National Flag
and Trident Emblem of Ukraine” (Note:
there was a tie in voting in 1993).
1994 – Yuriy Lohvyn, “75th Anniversary
of Ukraine’s First Postage Stamps.”
1995 – Serhiy Bieliaiev, “160th
Anniversary of Kyiv University.”
1996 – Yuriy Lohvyn, “Hetmans of
Ukraine” series.
1997 – Serhiy Bieliaiev, “150th
Anniversary of the Kyiv University

19
Astronomical Observatory” (stamp triptych).
1998 – V. Taran and O. Kharuk, “The
Founding of Kyiv” (Europa souvenir sheet).
1999 – V. Taran, O. Kharuk, S.
Kharuk and V. Kozachenko, “350th
Anniversary of the Beginning of the
Ukrainian Struggle for Freedom Under
Bohdan Khmelnytsky” (souvenir sheet).
2000 – Oleksiy Shtanko, “Yaroslav the
Wise” (souvenir sheet).
2001 – Kateryna Shtanko, “Wildflowers
of Ukraine” (souvenir sheet).
2002 – Oleksiy Shtanko, “King
Danylo” (souvenir sheet).
2003 – Mykola Kochubei, “Ukrainian
Folk Costumes” (stamps and souvenir
sheet).
2004 – Jaan Saar and Oksana
Temavska, “Route From the Varangians to
the Greeks” (Ukraine-Estonia joint issue).
2005 – Maria Heiko and Yuriy
Buslenko, “Welcome to Ukraine” (souvenir sheet and booklet).
2006 – Svitlana Bondar, Oleksander
Kostiuchenko,
Maria
Heiko,
“Gastronomy – Borshch” (Europa issue
and booklet).
2007 – Oleksander Kalmykov and
Svitlana Bondar, “Fifth and Sixth
Definitive Stamp Issues of Ukraine,
2001-2006” (souvenir sheet).
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Use of government...
New York community to mark
(Continued from page 9)
local Party of the Regions party.
UPA, Shukhevych anniversaries the“The
festive event, dedicated to a proNEW YORK – The Ukrainian
American community is preparing to
commemorate the 65th anniversary of the
establishment of the Ukrainian Insurgent
Army (UPA) and the centennial of the
birth of its commander in chief, Gen.
Roman Shukhevych – Taras Chuprynka.
The national executive boards of the
Society of Soldiers of the UPA and the
Association for Former Soldiers of the
UPA have created an All-Community
National Committee to pay respect to
both anniversaries. The committee is
chaired by Bohdan Harhaj, head of the
national executive board of the Ukrainian
American Youth Association (UAYA);
the assistant chairs are Marta
Kuzmowycz, head of the National Plast
Command, and UPA veterans Lew Futala
and Julian Kotliar.
Commemorations will get under way
in New York City on Sunday, October 7,
with a scholarly conference at the
Shevchenko Scientific Society’s premises. The speakers will include Prof. Taras
Hunczak, Prof. Dmytro Shtohryn, Prof.
Yuriy Shapoval from Ukraine, and Dr.
Petro Potichny, editor-in-chief of
“Chronicles of the UPA.”
The Ukrainian Museum in New York
City will be the venue for a photo exhibit, “UPA – The Army of Immortals,” that

will open Sunday, October 14. The
exhibit was organized by Lviv’s Center
to Research the Liberation Movement,
headed by Volodymyr Viatrovych.
The committee received five complete
exhibits that will be displayed in 25
Ukrainian American communities. A special 80-page, color album about the war
of liberation waged by the UPA has been
published to coincide with the exhibit.
The National Executive Board of the
Organization for the Defense of Four
Freedoms for Ukraine is responsible for
the logistics of the exhibit. The AllCommunity National Committee has
undertaken efforts to display the photographs in the U.S. Congress, military
academies and universities.
A commemorative concert, with the
participation of Yuriy Shukhevych, son
of Gen. Shukhevych, as keynote speaker,
will be held Sunday, October 21, at
Cooper Union, in New York City. Also
appearing will be the UAYA Baturyn
marching orchestra from Toronto, New
York City’s Dumka chorus and national
artists of Ukraine Ivan Bernadtsky, Oleh
Chmyr and Iryna Krovytska. Color
guards of UAYA and Plast youths will be
present during the awarding of commemorative citations and medals to veterans
of the UPA.

USCAK to hold chess championships
in new cultural center of New Jersey
WHIPPANY, N.J. – The Ukrainian
Sports Federation of the U.S.A. and
Canada (USCAK) will hold its annual
chess championship tournament on
Saturday, October 6.
The Chornomorska Sitch Sports Club
will sponsor the tournament at the
Ukrainian American Cultural Center of
New Jersey, 60 North Jefferson Road,
Whippany, NJ 07981.
Registration will be at 10:45-11:45
a.m. Play will commence at noon and is
open to all persons who have Ukrainian
ancestry on the maternal or paternal side,
to spouses, and to those who have a close
connection to the Ukrainian community.

Tournament play will proceed in five
one-hour rounds and according to the
Swiss system.
Prizes will be as follows: first place –
$250; second place – $100; third place –
$50; first place U2000 rating – $50; and
first place juniors (under age 19) – $50.
The registration fee of $25 for adults and
$15 for juniors (under 19) should be mailed
to St. Nicholas Ukrainian Catholic Church,
308 Fillmore Avenue, Buffalo, NY 14206.
For further information call Father
Marijan Procyk, 716-830-3920 (cell) or
716-852-7566, or e-mail procykmarijan@yahoo.com. The tournament website
is located at http://uscak.blogspot.com/.

fessional holiday and organized with city
budget funds, practically became an
election event for the Party of the
Regions,” the CVU reported.
Party of the Regions campaign staff in
the Zhytomyr Oblast met with editors of
local newspapers, demanding they not
print articles critical of their party or Mr.
Yanukovych.
In the town of Tsiurupiynsk in the
Kherson Oblast, District Education and
Science Department Chair Liudmyla
Nazarenko aggressively prohibited campaign staff of the Our Ukraine – People’s
Self-Defense bloc from distributing invitations to a rally outside a state building,
the CVU reported.
In the village of Pidlypne of the Sumy
Oblast, Council Chair Volodymyr
Scherbyna threatened to fire staff if they
voiced support for any party other than
the Volodymyr Lytvyn Bloc, the CVU
reported. Mr. Scherbyna also forced
them to attend a September 2 Lytvyn
rally in the nearby city of Konotop.
Parliament as a tool
Perhaps the pinnacle of government
resource abuse was on September 4,
when the coalition government defied
President Yushchenko and held a parliamentary session at government expense.
Under the pretext of passing laws to
eliminate deputies’ immunity from prosecution, privileges and perks, the
deputies that day engaged in political
grandstanding and mudslinging from the
Verkhovna Rada’s rostrum.
Opting to take part in the session were
269 coalition deputies, who ignored Mr.
Yushchenko’s four presidential decrees
dismissing Parliament and the 151
deputies (more than one-third of the
Rada) who surrendered their mandates to
automatically dismiss Parliament.
Knowing the president would not recognize the session as legitimate or sign
anything passed that day, the coalition
leaders achieved their real aim of directly attacking the Our Ukraine – People’s
Self Defense bloc election campaign,
which is squarely based on eliminating
deputies’ immunity.
The evening before the Rada session,
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Mr. Yushchenko addressed the nation,
saying he “couldn’t observe this theater
in silence.” He underscored that “Behind
these provocations is a wild desire to disrupt the elections, summoned by the fear
of losing power.”
For the Socialist Party of Ukraine, the
session was a valuable resource to broadcast nationally its message of contempt
and abhorrence for Mr. Yushchenko, who
may have doomed that political party
with his April 2 decree to dismiss
Parliament.
A tirade launched by Socialist Party
Parliamentary Faction Chair Ivan Bokyi
accused the president of failing to keep
any of his campaign promises, to put
bandits behind bars and to separate business from government.
He accused former Socialist colleague
Yurii Lutsenko, who currently leads the
Our Ukraine – People’s Self Defense
bloc, of stealing $55,000 from the
Verkhovna Rada to pay for living
expenses. “Mr. President, this should
demonstrate to you that your most trusted ally in the fight against [deputies’]
perks is a typical cheater,” Mr. Bokyi
said.
Drawing on the viciousness of the
2004 elections, he then compared Mr.
Yushchenko to Adolf Hitler, Benito
Mussolini and Boris Yeltsin, which “perhaps for him, having such historical
neighbors isn’t shocking.”
In his remarks, Socialist Party Deputy
Yaroslav Mendus raised the incident of
Mr. Yushchenko of sharing a shot of
vodka with Red Army veterans during
Victory Day commemorations on May 9,
2005. “What average citizen should
abide by the traffic laws if the president,
the guarantor of upholding rights and
freedoms, can’t submit to the nation’s
laws?” Mr. Mendus asked rhetorically.
Besides their attacks, “calls to vote for
certain political forces loomed throughout the session, therefore exploiting television and radio broadcasting at the budget’s expense,” the CVU reported.
Once all the coalition factions had
their turn in attacking the president, 261
deputies voted to eliminate deputies’
immunity and privileges. The approved
bill was sent to the Constitutional Court
for review, after which it is supposed to
return to Parliament, where it must be
approved by 300 votes – a number the
coalition won’t have.
The September 4 session was unconstitutional, political observers said, but
the coalition forces likely gained some of
the political dividends they were seeking. “It was an effective public relations
act,” said Yurii Syrotiuk, a parliamentary
expert for the German-financed Open
Society Foundation.
More to come
Various political forces have already
begun tampering with Ukraine’s courts
in resolving conflicts that have already
sprung up, and will inevitably emerge
following the elections, the CVU reported. “In conditions of imperfect election
procedures and biased decisions from
election commissions, judges assume a
definitive role in conducting campaigns,”
the CVU said.
“The CVU is receiving more, though
still unconfirmed, information about
attempts to pressure and bribe judges
which are reviewing election conflicts,”
the CVU noted.
Despite the nasty election campaign,
Mr. Popov said the elections may still be
executed successfully. “The campaign is
more problematic and less than democratic than last year,” Mr. Popov said. “If
election day takes place transparently
and democratically without falsifications
and bribes, then that will have the main
accent.”
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Concert at Drew University to mark 25th anniversary of Oleh Chmyr’s career
MADISON, N.J. – The Concert Hall
at the Dorothy Young Center for the Arts
at Drew University here is famous
worldwide for its perfect acoustics. The
New Jersey Symphony Orchestra said
acoustics in the hall are remarkable and
Deutsche Gramophone often records at
this facility.
On October 14, a very special event
will take place in this beautiful concert
hall: for is the first time all Ukrainian
American opera singers, many musicians
and special guests will perform to celebrate the 25th stage anniversary of Oleh
Chmyr, the distinguished Ukrainian

singing in various styles and languages.
He is a well-known performer in
Europe, especially in Ukraine, where he
frequently appears on radio and television. In 2005 he received the Ukrainian
Presidential Award for significant contributions to international art and culture.
In 2006 Mr. Chmyr released a new
CD featuring Ukrainian pop hits “Songs
of Love.”
The concert will take place on Sunday,
October 14, at 3 p.m. at the Dorothy
Young Center for the Arts at Drew
University. Tickets are $30 and can be
purchased by calling 973-993-8090 or emailing olcoint.@aol.com or at the door.

Opera and chamber singer Oleh Chmyr.

Oleh Chmyr in “Figaro.”

opera/chamber singer and educator.
The program includes masterpieces by
Hulak-Artemovsky, Mozart, Donizetti,
Verdi, Skoryk and others, performed by
Oksana Krovytska (New York City
Opera), Roman Tsymbala (Lviv Opera),
Alexandra Hrabova (DiCappo Opera),
special guests Laura Zupa-D’Avella
(New Jersey State Opera) and David
Maiullo (New Jersey State Opera), as
well as the well-known Ukrainian
Leontovych String Quartet.
Mr. Chmyr was born in Lviv, and
received his musical education from the
Lviv and the Moscow conservatories.
During his career, he has worked with

many famous singers, directors and composers, and has performed at renowned
opera houses in Ukraine, Russia, Poland,
Germany, France and the United States.
Mr. Chmyr is a distinguished educator
and has mentored and taught numerous
young opera singers who have gone on to
win many international competitions.
Mr. Chmyr has also established himself as a chamber singer. In 2000 he performed in the special Millennium
Concert at Carnegie Hall and subsequently released a CD titled “European
Miniatures.”
He has sung in over 500 concerts and
in more than 300 opera performances,

Oleh Chmyr as Iago.

22

THE UKRAINIAN WEEKLY

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 23, 2007

No. 38

No. 38

THE UKRAINIAN WEEKLY

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 23, 2007

23

OUT AND ABOUT
September 27
Delaware, OH

“The Bandura – Unplugged,” with presentations by Oleh Sozansky, Taras Lazurkevych
and Anatoli Murha, Ohio Wesleyan
University, oopelts@owu.edu

914-965-3707
October 13
Horsham, PA

Oktoberfest picnic and dance, Ukrainian
American Sports Club Tryzub,
215-343-5412

October 13
Denville, NJ

Ukrainian American Cultural Center of New
Jersey Volleyball Tournament, Powerzone
Volleyball Center, 973-989-5800 or
www.socceragency.net/lys

September 27
New York

Panel discussion, “Remembering Babyn
Yar,” Columbia University, 212-854-4697

September 29
McLean, VA

McLean East Slavic Cultural Festival,
McLean Community Center, 703-790-0123

September 29
Tremont, OH

Tremont Walk for Chornobyl, United
Ukrainian Organizations of Ohio,
zappz@cox.net

October 13
Chicago

Banquet for the “Lisovi Mavky” fraternity
of Plast Ukrainian Scouting Organization,
Ukrainian Cultural Center, 847-823-0430

September 29
Montreal

Ukrainian internment plaque unveiling and
reception, YMCA, www.uccla.ca

October 13-15
Clarks Summit, PA

68th annual convention of the League of
Ukrainian Catholics of America, The Inn at
Nichols Village, 570-563-2275

September 29
New York

Lecture by Serhii Plokhy, “Ukraine in
Search of Europe,” Shevchenko Scientific
Society, 212-254-5130

October 14
Barrie, ON

Ukrainian Festival, Barrie Central
Collegiate High School, 705-436-4343 or
705-321-4343

September 29
Barnesville, PA

“Celebrating Our Eastern European
Heritage,” featuring Kazka Ukrainian Folk
Ensemble, 570-628-2632

October 14
Madison, NJ

September 29
Whippany, NJ

Fund-raiser concert, featuring Barvinok
Dance Ensemble of Brazil and Iskra
Ukrainian Dance Ensemble and Academy,
Ukrainian American Cultural Center of New
Jersey, 973-895-4868

Tribute concert, “Opera Best Duets and
More,” and 25th anniversary of Oleh
Chmyr’s career, Drew University,
973-993-8090

October 14-15
Lehighton, PA

Ukrainian Philatelic Society stamp collectors, Ukrainian Homestead, 215-235-3709
or 610-377-4621

September 29
Newark, NJ

Ukrainian Festival, St. John Ukrainian
Catholic Church, 973-564-8133 or
www.stjohn-nj.com

October 5
Vernon, NJ

Golf Outing, Ukrainian American Cultural
Center of New Jersey, Black Bear Golf
Course, 908-766-0030 or
Michael@uaccnj.org

October 6
New York

Roundtable “The Journal ‘Suchasnist’ and
Ukrainian Émigré Intellectual Life in the
1960s and 1980s,” Shevchenko Scientific
Society, 212-254-5130

October 6
Warrington, PA

Fall Picnic, St. Anne Ukrainian Catholic
Church, 215-491-2988 or
www.stanneukrainiancc.com

October 7
Lehighton, PA

Organization for the Rebirth of Ukraine
convention, Ukrainian Homestead,
215- 235-3709 or 610-377-4621

October 7
Edmonton

Hetman Awards Banquet, Ukrainian
Canadian Congress - Alberta Provincial
Council, 780-414-1624

October 7
Sunny Isles Beach, FL

Fund-raiser for Children of Chornobyl
Relief and Development Fund, Acqualina
Hotel, 305-798-0190

October 7
New York

Ukrainian Insurgent Army scholarly conference, Shevchenko Scientific Society,
212-254-5130

October 11-13
Ottawa

Danyliw Seminar, University of Ottawa,
613-562-5800 x3692 or
ukrain@uotaawa.ca

October 12
New York

Folk Art from the 1933 Chicago World’s
Fair, The Ukrainian Museum, 212-228-0110

October 12-13
Yonkers, NY

Ukrainian American Veterans’ convention,
Ukrainian Youth Center, 914-965-1678 or

An open invitation to local community activists
Would you like fellow Ukrainians to know about events in your community?
Would you like to become one of The Ukrainian Weekly’s correspondents?
Then what are you waiting for?
The Ukrainian Weekly welcomes submissions from local community activists.
You may reach The Weekly by phone, (973) 292-9800; fax, (973) 644-9510;
e-mail, staff@ukrweekly.com; or mail, 2200 Route 10, P.O. Box 280, Parsippany,
NJ 07054.

Entries in “Out and About” are listed free of charge. Priority is given to
events advertised in The Ukrainian Weekly. However, we also welcome
submissions from all our readers; please send e-mail to
staff@ukrweekly.com. Items will be published at the discretion of the
editors and as space allows; photos will be considered. Please note: items
will be printed a maximum of two times each.
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Soyuzivka’s Datebook
September 25-27
Stamford Clergy Days - Fall Seminar
September 28-30
Plast Rada - Pershi Stezhi sorority;
Plast Rada - Burlaky fraternity
October 5-7
Plast Rada - Lisovi Chorty fraternity

Rada - Chortopolokhy sorority
October 13
Corvette Road Rally
October 19-21
U.S. National Plast Conference

October 5-8
New York Cycle Club

October 26-28
Halloween Weekend - Kids’ Parade
and Masquerade Zabava

October 12-14
UNWLA Spa Weekend; Plast

November 9-11
Plast Orlykiada Weekend

To book a room or event call: (845) 626-5641, ext. 140
216 Foordmore Road P.O. Box 529
Kerhonkson, NY 12446
E-mail: Soyuzivka@aol.com
Website: www.Soyuzivka.com
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PREVIEW OF EVENTS
Saturday, September 29
NEW YORK: The Shevchenko Scientific
Society invites all to a lecture by Dr.
Serhii Plokhy titled “Ukraine in Search of
Europe.” Dr. Plokhy is the Mykhailo
Hrushevsky Professor of Ukrainian
History at Harvard University. The lecture
will be held at the society’s building, 63
Fourth Ave. (between Ninth and 10th
streets) at 5 p.m. For additional information call 212-254-5130.
NEW YORK: The Ukrainian Museum is
taking part in the Smithsonian’s nationwide “Museum Day.” Visitors who present
the Museum Day Admission Card will
receive free general admission for themselves and one guest to exhibition galleries
during regular business hours. Visit the
museum’s website, www.ukrainianmuseum.org (click the Museum Day image), or
www.smithsonianmag.com/museumday to
register and download a free Admission
Card (limit one per household). The
Ukrainian Museum is located at 222 E.
Sixth St., New York, NY 10003; telephone, 212-228-0110. Hours: WednesdaySunday, 11:30 a.m.-5 p.m.
NEW YORK: Meet author Alexander
Motyl, who will read from his newly published novel “Who Killed Andrei Warhol:
The American Diary of a Soviet
Journalist” and autograph copies purchased during the event. The evening will

begin at 7 p.m. with a screening of
Stanislaw Mucha’s documentary film
“Absolut Warhola” (2001), in color with
English subtitles. A reception will follow
the book-signing. Venue: The Ukrainian
Museum, 222 E. Sixth St., New York, NY
10003. Donation: $15; members, seniors,
students, $10. Seating is limited; RSVP by
calling 212-228-0110 or e-mailing
info@ukrainianmuseum.org.
Saturday, October 13
HORSHAM Pa.: The Ukrainian
American Sport Center Tryzub (County
Line and Lower State roads, Horsham,
PA.) invites you to an international
Oktoberfest picnic and “zabava” (dance)
beginning at 3 p.m. Enjoy imported and
domestic specialty beers and wines
expertly selected for pairing with our
international kitchen and grill: “The Best
of the Wursts” and other grills, roasts,
tasty ethnic foods and baked goods. Our
Biergarten will come to life with the international Ukrainian, Eastern European, traditional and modern music of the
Harmonia Orchestra (New York City).
Dance, listen, sing and enjoy the tasty
food and festive atmosphere of
Oktoberfest at Tryzubivka come rain or
shine (the event will be under a roof in the
event of rain). Admission is $10 per person; children under 13, free. For further
information call 215-343-5412 or visit the
website www.tryzub.org.

PREVIEW OF EVENTS GUIDELINES:

Being Ukrainian means:
❏ Malanka in January.
❏ Deb in February.
❏ Zlet in May.
❏ Wedding of your roommate in June.
❏ Tabir in July.
❏ Volleyball at Wildwood in August.
❏ Labor Day at Soyuzivka in September.
❏ Morskyi Bal in November.
❏ Koliada in December.
If you checked off more than one of the above,
then you know what you’re doing to your brain cells.
Now, how about doing something for your mind?

Subscribe to The Ukrainian Weekly.

SUBSCRIPTION

NAME: (please type or print)
ADDRESS: ___________________________________________________________________________________
CITY: _______________________________________________ STATE: _________ ZIP CODE: _____________
PHONE (optional) ____________________________

❏ UNA member subscription price — $45.00/yr.

❏ Non-member subscription price — $55.00/yr.

UNA Branch number ______________________
Mail to: Subscription Department, The Ukrainian Weekly, 2200 Route 10, P.O. Box 280, Parsippany, NJ 07054

To have an event listed in Preview of Events please send information, in English, written in Preview format, i.e., in a brief paragraph
that includes the date, place, type of event, sponsor, admission, full
names of persons and/or organizations involved, and a phone number to be published for readers who may require additional information. Items should be no more than 100 words long; longer submissions are subject to editing. Items not written in Preview format or
submitted without all required information will not be published.
Preview items must be received no later than one week before the
desired date of publication. No information will be taken over the
phone. Items will be published only once, unless otherwise indicated.
Please include payment for each time the item is to appear and indicate date(s) of issue(s) in which the item is to be published. Also,
senders are asked to include the phone number of a person who may
be contacted by The Weekly during daytime hours, as well as their
complete mailing address.
Information should be sent to: Preview of Events, The Ukrainian
Weekly, 2200 Route 10, P.O. Box 280, Parsippany, NJ 07054; fax, 973644-9510; e-mail, preview@ukrweekly.com.

Don’t let your subscription lapse!
Help yourself and the Subscription Department of The
Ukrainian Weekly by keeping track of your subscription
expiration date (indicated in the top left-hand corner of
your mailing label (year/month/date) and sending in your
renewal fee in advance of receiving an expiration notice.
This way, you’ll be sure to enjoy each issue of The
Ukrainian Weekly, and will keep yourself informed of all
the news you need to know.
Subscription renewals, along with a clipped-out mailing
label, should be sent to: The Ukrainian Weekly,
Subscription Department, 2200 Route 10, P.O. Box 280,
Parsippany, NJ 07054.
Subscription fees are: $45 for members of the Ukrainian
National Association, $55 for all others. Please indicate
your UNA branch number when renewing your subscription. Thank you!

901125 W
M
0000999
IVAN SERNA
30 MONTGOMERY STREET
JERSEY CITY
NJ
07302

NAME: __________________________________________________________________________________

Preview of Events is a listing of Ukrainian community events open
to the public. It is a service provided at minimal cost ($20 per submission) by The Ukrainian Weekly to the Ukrainian community.

