www.ukrweekly.com

INSIDE:
• Lev Dobriansky, former president of UCCA, dies — page 4.
• Parma parochial school threatened with closing — page 5.
• Jurij Solovij: a retrospective art exhibit — page 11.

THE UKRAINIAN WEEKLY
Published by the Ukrainian National Association Inc., a fraternal non-profit association

Vol. LXXVI

No. 6

THE UKRAINIAN WEEKLY

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 10, 2008

$1/$2 in Ukraine

500 attend Boston College’s World Trade Organization approves
first Ukrainian Cultural Day membership long sought by Ukraine
by Illya M. Labunka
Kyiv Press Bureau

Vsevolod Petriv

Deanna Rakowsky, a member of the Syzokryli Ukrainian Folk Dance Ensemble, is
introduced to the audience as the president of Boston College’s Ukrainian Society.
by Peter T. Woloschuk
BOSTON – The Syzokryli Ukrainian
Folk Dance Ensemble of New York City,
pop singer Viktoria (Vika) Vasilevich of
Kyiv and Zaporizhia, and the Fata
Morgana band of New York provided the
draw for Boston College Ukrainian
Society’s first Ukrainian Cultural Day
and brought out some 500 students, parents, members of the Greater Boston
Ukrainian community, and supporters
from as far away as New Hampshire,
New York and New Jersey.
The university’s Robsham Theater provided the venue for the concert portion of
the January 26 event which was ably
MC’ed by attorney Ihor Rakowsky of
Maplewood, N.J., who explained that he
was filling in for his daughter, Deanna,
who is the president of the Ukrainian
Society but also is a member of Syzokryli
and was dancing with the troupe.
The evening opened with “Pryvit –
Welcome” one of Syzokryli’s signature
pieces which welcomed the audience to
the performance with the graceful presentation of the traditional bread and salt
and set the tone for the rest of the
evening. The five other dances in the program included “Buko,” a Bukovynianinspired dance; “Lemko,” reflecting the
costumes, music and dance steps of the
Carpathians; “Holubka”; the comic
“Kozak Dance”; and, finally, the traditional “Hopak.”
“Pryvit,” “Buko,” “Lemko” and
“Hopak” followed the choreography of
Syzokryli’s founder, master teacher and
choreographer,
Roma
Pryma
Bohachevsky, while the traditional choreography of “Holubka” was updated by
the group’s current artistic director,
Orlando V. Pagan, who also was responsible for the “Kozak Dance.”

The Syzokryli ensemble was founded
in 1978 to meet the need for a premier
Ukrainian dance group in the United
States. The original ensemble comprised
top students who had attended dance
courses that Ms. Bohachevsky had been
running regularly at Soyuzivka since
1974. Based in New York City, Syzokryli
have performed extensively throughout
the United States, having graced some of
its finest stages, including Alice Tully
Hall and Avery Fisher Hall at Lincoln
Center, the Felt Forum at Madison
Square Garden and the Brooklyn
Academy of Music in New York; the
Academy of Music and Robin Hood Dell
East in Pennsylvania; the PNC Arts
Center and Newark’s Symphony Hall in
New Jersey; and Constitution Hall in
Washington, D.C. In 1992 Syzokryli concluded a highly successful and critically
acclaimed tour of Ukraine, appearing in
opera houses in Ukraine’s major cities,
including Kyiv, Lviv, Kharkiv and IvanoFrankivsk.
Current members of the troupe are
drawn from the ranks of the graduates of
Ms. Bohachevsky’s schools in New York,
New Jersey and Pennsylvania, which
also have produced principal dancers for
dance companies all over the world, as
well as several television and film performers.
Mr. Pagan, the current director of
Syzokryli and the head instructor for all
the schools under the Roma Pryma
Bohachevsky Foundation, began his
training at the age of 13 with the Bronx
Dance Theater and later went on to study
at the prestigious High School of
Performing Arts in New York City, the
Alvin Ailey School of Dance, the School
of American Ballet and Jacob’s Pillow.
(Continued on page 12)

KYIV – President Viktor Yushchenko
flew to Switzerland for the second time in
as many weeks to take part in the formal
signing ceremony on February 5 for
Ukraine’s long-awaited accession to the
World Trade Organization.
That day the General Council of the
WTO paved the way for Ukraine’s membership by approving its accession terms.
Complete formal acceptance of Ukraine
into the WTO will take place once
Ukraine’s Parliament ratifies the accession,
which it must do by July 4. Following ratification, there is a waiting period of 30 days
before full membership is granted.
Making good on his promise to be personally present during the historic event,
President Yushchenko was more welcome
in Geneva than in his own country’s
Parliament.
Earlier that day Mr. Yushchenko was
originally scheduled to deliver his annual
state of the state address to the people of
Ukraine, but was forced to postpone his
speech as a result of the ongoing disruption
of parliamentary activities due to the Party

of the Regions’ blockade over its opposition
to Ukraine’s integration into NATO.
Ukraine’s candidacy for WTO membership began back in November 1993 and
over the course of the last 14 years the
Working Party on the Accession of Ukraine
into the WTO held 17 formal meetings to
steer Ukraine toward its acceptance. Formal
negotiations finally concluded on January
25, after which the General Council
approved the Working Party’s report, the
market access schedules regarding goods
and services, the General Council Decision
and the Protocol of Accession.
The Working Party report consisted of a
240-page document describing Ukraine’s
legal and institutional infrastructure for
trade, along with commitments it has made
in many of the areas covered by the report.
The document on Ukraine’s commitments regarding goods consisted of an 890page list of tariffs, quotas and ceilings on
agricultural subsidies, while the document
on Ukraine’s commitments regarding services amounted to 40 pages that outlined the
services in which Ukraine is offering access
to foreign service providers on a non-dis(Continued on page 9)

Ukrainians recall heroic deeds
of 300 youths at Battle of Kruty
by Illya M. Labunka
Kyiv Press Bureau

KYIV – “On January 29 we commemorate the 90th anniversary of the heroic
Battle of Kruty – where 300 youths and students defended the independence of their
country. This is a heroic, and at the same
time tragic, date in our nation’s history. This
is a day when every political leader should
understand the burden of responsibility for
one’s actions,” stated Prime Minister Yulia
Tymoshenko as she offered an official statement in light of the various commemorative
events that took place on and after the 90th
anniversary of the historic battle in 1918
near the strategic train station town of
Kruty, Chernihiv Oblast.
Commemorations of the Kruty anniversary took place in various parts of Ukraine
between January 29 and February 2.
Ninety years ago a group of young patriots were the only individuals who stood up
in defense of the Ukrainian National
Republic. The poorly armed group, which
consisted of a student company of the Sich
Riflemen, a company of the Khmelnytsky
Cadet School and a Haidamaka detachment,
was hastily organized and entirely overrun
by Mikhail Muraviov’s 4,000-strong
Bolshevik forces. Thirty-five of the young
fighters were taken captive and 28 were

executed on the spot by the Bolsheviks.
Prime Minister Tymoshenko said she
was proud that the heroes of Kruty are part
of Ukrainian history and vowed that as a
political leader she would do everything in
her power never to allow such tragic events
to repeat themselves. A country should be
defended not by children-patriots, but by a
professional army, declared Ms.
Tymoshenko.
On January 29 President Viktor
Yushchenko, along with First Vice Prime
Minister Oleksander Turchynov and
Parliament Chairman Arseniy Yatsenyuk,
laid flowers at the Heroes of Kruty memorial located at the site of Askold’s Tomb in
Kyiv. In addition, members of the
Parliament, the Cabinet of Ministers, the
Kyiv Oblast State Administration and other
dignitaries placed commemorative wreaths
at the foot of the memorial.
A memorial service followed by a
moment of silence honoring the perished
youths took place in the presence of the following leaders who came to pay their
respects: Vice-Prime Minister Ivan
Vasiunyk, Minister of Defense Yurii
Yekhanurov, Minister of Transport and
Communications Yosyf Vinskyi, Minister of
Culture and Tourism Vasyl Vovkun,
(Continued on page 9)
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Ukrainian minister and Kyiv mayor
trade accusations of corruption
by Pavel Korduban
Eurasia Daily Monitor

When
Kyiv
Mayor
Leonid
Chernovetskyi publicly accused Ukrainian
Internal Affairs Minister Yurii Lutsenko of
corruption, Mr. Lutsenko denied that allegation and punched Mr. Chernovetskyi in
the face. Mr. Chernovetskyi sued him, and
Kyiv prosecutors launched a criminal case
against Mr. Lutsenko. In return, police,
whose boss is Mr. Lutsenko, re-opened an
old case against Mr. Chernovetskyi.
Neither of the two is going to step
down, and both have been openly using
the legal system to settle scores, which
raises questions about moral standards in
Ukrainian politics.
Mr. Chernovetskyi was the first to
break the news of a brawl with Mr.
Lutsenko on January 18. He issued a statement saying that Mr. Lutsenko had “barbarously assaulted” him “in the presence
of high-ranking officials” at a meeting of
the National Security and Defense
Council (NSDC) earlier that day. Mr.
Chernovetskyi said he received first aid
and had to take sick leave.
Mr. Lutsenko did not deny that he had
punched Mr. Chernovetskyi in the face,
but he said that he was not going to apologize, either. Mr. Lutsenko explained that
Mr. Chernovetskyi had “lied” to President
Viktor Yushchenko at the meeting, saying
that Mr. Lutsenko had asked him to allocate a land plot in Kyiv, otherwise his son
would be jailed. Mr. Lutsenko said he had
never threatened Mr. Chernovetskyi’s son,
a banker, with jail, and that he had asked
for land not for himself, but to build
affordable housing for policemen. Mr.
Lutsenko claimed that Mr. Chernovetskyi
also hit him in the knee under the table.
When Mr. Yushchenko left, Mr. Lutsenko
said he approached Mr. Chernovetskyi
and slapped him in the face “like a man.”
Reactions from politicians were mixed.

Opposition leader and former Prime
Minister Viktor Yanukovych said that
Minister Lutsenko “committed an emotional act not worthy of a Cabinet member.” President Yushchenko instructed
prosecutors to thoroughly investigate the
case, and he said that the behavior of both
the minister and the mayor “discredits the
state.” Prime Minister Yulia Tymoshenko
expressed support for Mr. Lutsenko.
On January 24 Minister Lutsenko
announced that he had uncovered serious
corruption involving land distribution by
Mr. Chernovetskyi, and he urged the
Procurator General’s Office to investigate
immediately. Late on the same day, a
deputy prosecutor in Kyiv launched a
criminal case against Mr. Lutsenko for
assaulting Mr. Chernovetskyi. If he is
found guilty, Mr. Lutsenko could face up
to two years in prison. Mr. Lutsenko reacted by claiming that Mr. Chernovetskyi
had bribed Kyiv city prosecutors by illegally allocating land plots to them near
Kyiv.
On January 25 the Internal Affairs
Ministry re-launched a probe into a car
accident, dating from 2003, in which Mr.
Chernovetskyi’s car killed a man. The
case was closed several years ago as officially no evidence of Mr. Chernovetskyi’s
guilt was found, but now the Internal
Affairs Ministry “believes that the case
was closed too early.” Mr. Chernovetskyi
said this was Mr. Lutsenko’s revenge for
criticism at the NSDC meeting.
Mr. Lutsenko was one of the main figures in the Orange Revolution protests in
2004 that brought President Yushchenko
to power. A grateful President Yushchenko
appointed him internal affairs minister in
the first government of Prime Minister
Tymoshenko in 2005. Mr. Lutsenko
served in this position until December
2006, when he had to go amid accusations
(Continued on page 17)
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WTO opens its doors to Ukraine
KYIV – The General Council of the
World Trade Organization (WTO) on
February 5 approved the terms of
Ukraine’s accession, Ukrainian media
reported. WTO Director-General Pascal
Lamy said that Ukraine’s membership
“will strengthen the multilateral trading
system and provide this country with a stable and predictable trade environment that
will boost its growth and prosperity.” Mr.
Lamy also said that Ukraine has been
given a five-year transitional period to
adjust to WTO regulations. Ukrainian
President Viktor Yushchenko described
Ukraine’s joining the WTO as a “historic
moment” and vowed at the meeting of the
WTO’s General Council in Geneva that
the Ukrainian government, Parliament and
he himself will do everything necessary to
obtain full membership as soon as possible. Ukraine has to ratify the accession
agreement within five months and its full
membership in the WTO will take effect
30 days after the ratification. Ukraine’s
negotiations with the WTO have lasted for
over 14 years. (RFE/RL Newsline)
Verkhovna Rada still deadlocked
KYIV – The Verkhovna Rada intended
to begin its second session on February 5,
but due to the discrepancy between the
opposition’s and majority’s attitudes
toward Ukraine’s possible accession to
NATO, it did not manage to do so,
RFE/RL’s Ukrainian Service reported.
The opposition Party of the Regions continued to block the rostrum, demanding
the adoption of a resolution that Ukraine
can take steps toward joining NATO only
after a nationwide referendum. The Party
of the Regions also demanded the dismissal of Internal Affairs Minister Yurii
Lutsenko after the recent incident
between him and Kyiv Mayor Leonid
Chernovetskyi. President Viktor
Yushchenko on February 5 intended to
deliver his annual address to the
Verkhovna Rada on the state of Ukraine’s
internal and foreign policy, but he postponed it indefinitely. (RFE/RL Newsline)
Ohryzko on Kyiv’s European aspirations

Trans-Black Sea pipeline: another chance
for Georgia, Ukraine and Europe
by Vladimir Socor
Eurasia Daily Monitor

Ukrainian Prime Minister Yulia
Tymoshenko has proposed that the
European Union and Ukraine join a project for a gas pipeline from Turkmenistan
via the Caspian Sea, South Caucasus and
Black Sea to Ukraine and EU territory.
Ms. Tymoshenko termed this concept
“White Stream” when presenting it to top
EU officials during her January 28-29
visit to Brussels.

Correction
Due to computer-generated errors, two
phrases in Dr. Alexander Motyl’s article
“Brother, can you spare a book?”
(February 3) were altered. Where the
author referred to book writers, book
publishers and book sellers overcoming
“their respective surmountable challenges,” the text appeared as “the irrespective surmountable challenges”;
where the author wrote “The sellers must
do what Ye and Smoloskyp have done,”
the text appeared as “The sellers must do
what we and Smoloskyp have done.”

White Stream re-launches a concept
originally outlined by Ms. Tymoshenko in
2005 during her first prime ministership
to reduce Ukraine’s and the EU’s dependence on Russian-delivered gas at Russiandefined prices.
White Stream is coincidentally the
brand name of a project outlined by the
London-based GUEU White Stream
Pipeline Co., with Georgian participation.
It was presented last July at an energy
conference in Tbilisi, Georgia, and again
last October at the Energy Security
Conference of heads of state and governments in Vilnius, Lithuania. The GUEU’s
(Georgia-Ukraine-European Union)
White Stream envisages a first-stage
pipeline for Azerbaijani gas, via Georgia
and the seabed of the Black Sea to the
Crimea, with two options to reach Central
Europe: either via Ukrainian or Romanian
pipelines. White Stream’s second stage
would carry Turkmen gas via Azerbaijan
and Georgia to Europe across the Black
Sea.
The two concepts clearly dovetail with
each other, but there is no sign that they
are coordinating with each other. Such
lack of coordination could become mutu(Continued on page 16)

Volodymyr Ohryzko said on February 4
that Ukraine considers itself to be an integral part of Europe, RFE/RL’s Ukrainian
Service reported. Mr. Ohryzko said that
Ukraine has a clear plan of cooperation
with the European Union. “We realize
that it is impossible to jump over some
steps leading to the common European
home,” he said. The consecutive stages of
Ukraine’s integration into the EU, according to Mr. Ohryzko, are: fulfillment of the
Ukraine-EU Action Plan, successful talks
on a new enhanced agreement between
Ukraine and the EU, securing the effective implementation of the new agreement, creating a free-trade zone, introducing a visa-free regime and obtaining full
membership in the EU. The foreign
affairs minister said that, in contrast with
the thesis put forward by some Western
analysts, “Ukraine has always had, has,
and will have a clear and invariable goal
in its foreign policy: the course toward
the EU and NATO that is stipulated in
Ukrainian legislation.” (RFE/RL
Newsline)
Court rules on lawmaker’s second jobs
KYIV – The Constitutional Court of
Ukraine announced on January 31 that the
law prohibiting lawmakers from holding
other positions contradicts the
Constitution of Ukraine, RFE/RL’s
Ukrainian Service reported. The legislation required national deputies to give up
other employment or lose their seats in
the Verkhovna Rada. The law was adopted over two years ago, but a group of
lawmakers asked the Constitutional Court
to examine its consistency with the
Constitution. The court said that the law
contradicts the Constitution’s guarantee
of the right to employment. The court
also said that the issue of sharing a parliamentary seat with another job is fully
resolved by the Constitution itself. The
Constitution of Ukraine allows deputies
to hold positions in academic or creative
fields, in addition to their parliamentary
seats. (RFE/RL Newsline)
Gas intermediaries may be removed
KYIV – Prime Minister Yulia

KYIV – Foreign Affairs Minister
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NEWS ANALYSIS: Russia decides
to abandon Ukrainian strategic radars
by Vladimir Socor
Eurasia Daily Monitor

In the wake of its request to NATO for
a Membership Action Plan, Ukraine is
offering its two anti-missile early warning and space monitoring radars for possible use by a European missile-defense
system under Western auspices (InterfaxUkraine, February 1, 2). Located
respectively at Sevastopol in the Crimea
and Mukachiv in Zakarpattia, the two
Ukrainian radars have been operating for
Russia since 1992, their use regulated by
an intergovernmental agreement since
1997.
The two chambers of Russia’s
Parliament passed on January 25 (Duma)
and January 30 (Federation Council) legislation to terminate that agreement with
Ukraine. Presenting the bill for adoption
in both chambers, Deputy Defense
Minister Maj. Gen. Nikolai Pankov
declared, “This is our response to the
Ukrainian leadership’s measures to accelerate the pace of joining NATO.” Maj.
Gen. Pankov further complained that
Ukraine, wishing to join NATO, had
practically stopped fulfilling the terms of
the 1997 agreement on the radars.
In a related, politically tinged comment,
Russia’s
Space
Forces
Commander, Col. Gen. Vladimir
Popovkin, expressed doubts about the
reliability of information supplied to
Russia by the Ukrainian radars. Col. Gen.
Popovkin drew a distinction between
radars reliably operated by Russian military personnel in Belarus and Kazakhstan
as against the Ukrainian radars, which
are operated by Ukrainians under the
country’s National Space Agency.
And, in a similar vein, the Duma’s
Defense and Security Committee
approved the termination bill with the
comment, “Ukraine’s foreign policy is
increasingly oriented toward providing
for national security through closer integration with NATO” (Interfax-Ukraine,
January 25; RIA-Novosti, January 30).
Under the 1997 agreement, Russia
pays $4 million per year for the two
Ukrainian radars’ operating expenses and
$1.3 million annually in compensation
for the data supplied to Russia. For its
part, Ukraine is responsible for maintenance of the installations. Ukraine is
spending some $3 million annually to
maintain these radars although it does not
need them (Defense Express [Kyiv],
January 29). The agreement can be terminated 12 months after official notice to
that effect has been served.
Last year, when Viktor Yanukovych
headed the government, Ukraine had
sought an increase in the Russian payments for the service and also proposed
joint financing of a $20 million program
to upgrade the two radars. A joint

Russian-Ukrainian working group meets
periodically to oversee the radars’ functioning.
The Russian side is not known to have
complained in this group or other official
forums about any unreliability of the data
supplied to it. However, Moscow regards
the two Ukrainian radars as obsolete and
has made a strategic decision to invest in
modern early-warning and space-monitoring systems within Russia’s borders.
The Kremlin had made that decision in
2004 looking at the years ahead, but its
abandonment of the Ukrainian radars
undoubtedly has been precipitated by the
change of government in Ukraine last
December and the follow-up request for a
Membership Action Plan to be approved
by NATO at its upcoming summit.
Russia continues for the time being to
operate strategic radars in Belarus
(Hantsavichi), Azerbaijan (Gabala),
Kazakhstan (Balkhash) and Tajikistan
(Nurek). Moscow is giving up the
Ukrainian installations although a
replacement for them is not yet ready
within Russia. That replacement is being
built at Armavir in Krasnodar Territory,
near Russia’s Black Sea coast.
Operational testing of that installation is
planned for the end of 2008. Armavir
should take over monitoring of areas that
are currently being covered by the
Sevastopol and Mukachiv radars with
their 4,000 kilometer range.
On February 1 Director-General Yuriy
Alexeyev of the National Space Agency
of Ukraine (NSAU) made public Kyiv’s
offer to [unspecified] European authorities to use the two Ukrainian radars’ services for the proposed European anti-missile defense system. The roles of NATO
and the United States in such a system
have yet to be clarified.
Meanwhile, according to Mr.
Alexeyev, the NSAU has developed a
concept for modernizing the Sevastopol
and Mukachiv radars. They can continue
performing military functions or be used
for civilian purposes. On the civilian
side, Ukraine seeks Western European
assistance for upgrading the National
Center for Management and Testing of
Space Equipment in Yevpatoria, Crimea.
Ukraine and Russia continue their
cooperation on other space and missile
programs. On January 25 – the same day
it passed legislation to terminate the
radar agreement – Russia’s Duma ratified
an intergovernmental agreement with
Ukraine to prolong the operation of
Russia’s RS-20 intercontinental ballistic
missiles (NATO classification Satan).
Ukraine’s Pivdenmash plant is the producer of that type of missile.
Sources: Interfax-Ukraine, UNIAN, RIANovosti, January 25, 30, February 1-2.

Quotable notes
“… building a prosperous future for our citizens also depends on confronting
enemies abroad and advancing liberty in troubled regions of the world.
“Our foreign policy is based on a clear premise: We trust that people, when
given the chance, will choose a future of freedom and peace. In the last seven
years, we have witnessed stirring moments in the history of liberty. We have
seen citizens in Georgia and Ukraine stand up for their right to free and fair elections. We have seen people in Lebanon take to the streets to demand their independence. We have seen Afghans emerge from the tyranny of the Taliban to
choose a new president and a new Parliament. We have seen jubilant Iraqis
holding up ink-stained fingers and celebrating their freedom. And these images
of liberty have inspired us. …”
– President George W. Bush, in his State of the Union Address, on Monday,
January 28.
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UNA annuity sales surpass $1 million
in January, marking record growth
PARSIPPANY, N.J. – In the largest
monthly growth in sales in a decade,
the Ukrainian National Association’s
sales of new annuities surpassed the $1
million mark for the month of January.
President Stefan Kaczaraj made this
announcement at a February 1 staff
meeting at the UNA Home Office, at
which he congratulated Christine Kozak,
national secretary, and the entire staff for
their hard work and persistent efforts.
Ms. Kozak expressed her appreciation to
UNA branch secretaries and agents who
have contributed to the banner month.
Roma Lisovich, treasurer, reported
that the record $1 million monthly sales
figure follows a continued trend of
sales growth that began in the latter

half of 2006 and has shown a marked
improvement since then. For purposes
of comparison, she noted that annuity
sales for the entire year of 2006 totaled
just under $1 million.
Ms. Lisovich reported that, although
the UNA-offered rates will be going
down the next week, the annuity rates
will remain competitive.
The UNA treasurer added that,
despite the downturn in the market and
rates, the UNA’s investment portfolio
remains strong and the yield is continuously improving due to a balanced
investment strategy.
“If January is any indication, 2008
should be a banner year for the UNA,”
concluded Ms. Lisovich.

Helsinki Commission leadership criticizes
Russia’s limits on number of election observers
WASHINGTON – Rep. Alcee L.
Hastings (D-Fla.), chairman of the
Commission on Security and Cooperation
in Europe (U.S. Helsinki Commission),
Co-Chairman Sen. Benjamin L. Cardin
(D-Md.), and Ranking Minority Members
Rep. Christopher H. Smith (R-N.J.) and
Sen. Sam Brownback (R-Kansas), criticized a decision by the Russian
Federation to limit the number of election
observers for its upcoming March 2 presidential elections.
Their statement reads as follows.
“Russia’s decision to restrict the number of election observers is quite unfortunate and undermines an essential aspect
of the OSCE [Organization for Security
and Cooperation in Europe] and
Parliamentary Assembly’s ongoing work
to foster democracy through free and fair
elections. It is not only troubling that the
short-term observation mission has been
limited, but that the long-term mission,

whose job is to observe the quality of the
campaign period for at least two months,
will not be feasible given restrictions
being imposed by Moscow.
“All OSCE participating states –
regardless of the level of their democratic
development – are obligated under longstanding OSCE commitments to invite
observation of their elections. Several
dozen OSCE countries, including the
United States, have hosted election
observation missions, with the decision
to deploy a mission left to the OSCE. As
Russian observers joined us in 2004, we
hope that they and others come to
observe our upcoming elections in
November.
“We have no doubt that the March 2
elections are very important to Russia’s
future. We urge the Russian Federation to
work with the OSCE and Parliamentary
Assembly to resolve this unfortunate situation.”

Lugar resolution supports NATO
MAP for Georgia and Ukraine
WASHINGTON – Sen. Richard G.
Lugar (R-Ind.) on January 31 introduced
Senate Resolution 439 “expressing the
strong support of the Senate for the North
Atlantic Treaty Organization to enter into
a Membership Action Plan with Georgia
and Ukraine.”
The resolution was referred to the
Committee on Foreign Relations, which is
chaired by Sen. Joseph R. Biden Jr. (DDel.), who became a co-sponsor of the
measure on the day of its introduction.
The resolution notes that “the government of Georgia and the government of
Ukraine have each expressed a desire to
join the Euro-Atlantic community, and
Georgia and Ukraine are working closely
with NATO and its members to meet criteria for eventual NATO membership,” citing the history of Ukraine’s and Georgia’s
relations with the alliance, and reaffirms
the Senate’s “previous expressions of support for continued enlargement of the
North Atlantic Treaty Organization
(NATO) to include qualified candidates.”
As well, the resolution “supports the
commitment to further enlargement of
NATO to include democratic governments
that are able and willing to meet the
responsibilities of membership,” arguing
that “the expansion of NATO contributes
to NATO’s continued effectiveness and
relevance.”

Of Georgia and Ukraine, the resolution
says they are “strong allies that have made
important progress in the areas of defense,
democratic and human rights reform,” and
underscores that “a stronger, deeper relationship among the government of
Georgia, the government of Ukraine and
NATO will be mutually beneficial to those
countries and to NATO member-states.”
Finally Senate Resolution 439 states
that it is “the sense of the Senate that…
the United States should take the lead in
supporting the awarding of a Membership
Action Plan to Georgia and Ukraine as
soon as possible.”
In introducing the resolution, Sen.
Lugar stated:
“Since the end of the Cold War, NATO
has been evolving to meet the new security needs of the 21st century. In this era,
the threats to NATO members are transnational and far from its geographic borders.
NATO’s viability as an effective defense
and security alliance depends on flexible,
creative leadership, as well as the willingness of members to improve capabilities
and address common threats.
“If NATO is to continue to be the preeminent security alliance and serve the
defense interests of its membership, it
must continue to evolve and that evolution
must include enlargement. Potential
(Continued on page 19)
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OBITUARY: Lev Dobriansky, longtime former president of UCCA, staunch anti-Communist
PARSIPPANY, N.J. – Dr. Lev E. Dobriansky, longtime former president of the Ukrainian Congress
Committee of America, retired professor at Georgetown
University, former U.S. ambassador to the Bahamas and
staunch anti-Communist activist, died on January 30 at
his home in Springfield, Va. He was 89.
Dr. Dobriansky was born on November 9, 1918, in
New York City. His parents were immigrants from
Ukraine. He attended New York University, receiving a
Ph.D. in economics in 1951.
He served with the U.S. Army in 1944-1945 and with
the U.S. Army Reserves in 1948-1973.
Dr. Dobriansky taught economics at Georgetown
University from 1948 through 1982, and was the
founder and director of the university’s Institute on
Comparative Economic and Political Systems. He was
also on the faculty at the National War College in 19571958.
He served as president of the Ukrainian Congress
Committee of America from 1949 through the mid1980s and played a leading role in successful efforts to
erect a monument in Washington to Taras Shevchenko,
Ukraine’s greatest poet who gave voice to his nation’s
aspirations for freedom. Dr. Dobriansky served as a
vice-president of the Shevchenko Memorial Committee.
Dr. Dobriansky served as a consultant to the U.S.
State Department and the U.S. Information Agency. He
was U.S. ambassador to the Bahamas in 1982-1986.
The Washington Times carried an obituary on
February 5 which noted that Dr. Dobriansky “was an
outspoken advocate of freedom and democracy who
helped found Captive Nations Week, marked annually
according to a joint resolution of Congress since 1959
with a proclamation by every president since Dwight D.
Eisenhower.”
Bill Gertz of the Washington Times also wrote:
“Friends and family members said Mr. Dobriansky
lived a rich life that included seeing his prediction, first
made in the 1950s, come true – the 1991 fall of the
Soviet Union. He also accurately forecast the independence of the states under Soviet rule, including nations of
Eastern Europe and Ukraine.”
Dr. Dobriansky was a former longtime chairman of
the Captive Nations Committee. In his opening remarks
in 2005 at the 47th annual observance of Captive
Nations Week, Dr. Dobriansky emphasized that, despite
the end of the Cold War and the break-up of the Soviet
Union, empires still exist and still hold nations captive.
“There is enough evidence in Moscow that [President
Vladimir] Putin intends to maintain the first ring, what

In a photo from 1971, Dr. Lev E. Dobriansky (left)
presents the first copy of his new book, “U.S.A. and
the Soviet Myth,” to U.S. Rep. William G. Bray of
Indiana, who wrote the introduction to the book.
used to be the R[ussian] SFSR and that there continues
to be pressure on imperial holdings.”
Dr. Dobriansky was also chairman emeritus of the
Victims of Communism Memorial Foundation, which
dedicated a memorial in Washington last June. President
George W. Bush unveiled the memorial, a replica of the
Goddess of Democracy statue built by Chinese students
in Tiananmen Square in 1989.
Due to ill health, Dr. Dobriansky was unable to
attend the ceremony, but he commented on the day’s
events: “The spectacular unveiling of the Victims of
Communism Memorial in Washington at a site in direct
view of the Capitol itself symbolizes these prominent,
meaningful truths: (1) among other educational features,
and yet not generally understood, it now stands as the
only one in our capital completing a story of our Cold
War victory; (2) though set on June 12 commemorating
the 20th anniversary of President [Ronald] Reagan’s
challenge to[Mikhail] Gorbachev to tear down the
Berlin Wall, it points to the beginning of an historic

process, which has resulted in the independence of nonRussian nations, particularly geo-strategic Ukraine, and
the demise of the Soviet Union. …”
The Washington Times quoted White House
spokesman Tony Fratto as saying: “The president is saddened by the death of Lev Dobriansky, one of our
nation’s greatest champions of freedom.” Mr. Fratto
added that Mr. Bush “respected Lev’s commitment to
educating politicians and students alike about the evils
of communism and the great promise of liberty. He
believed Lev was a leader who helped tear down the
walls of tyranny and deliver hope to millions of people
around the world.”
Dr. Dobriansky was the author of countless articles
and commentaries, and a number of books, including
“Veblenism: A New Critique” (1957), “The Vulnerable
Russians” (1967) and “U.S.A. and the Soviet Myth”
(1971).
Among the many honors Dr. Dobriansky received
were the Shevchenko Freedom Award (1964) and the
Ellis Island Medal of Honor (1986). In 2005 he was
honored with the Lifetime Achievement Award from the
National Captive Nations Committee and the Ukrainian
Congress Committee of America for “his inspiring leadership and unwavering commitment to the liberation of
all Captive Nations and the national independence of all
peoples,” as well as the Truman-Reagan Medal of
Freedom, presented by the Victims of Communism
Memorial Foundation.
Writing in 2005, Lee Edwards, Distinguished Fellow
in Conservative Thought at The Heritage Foundation
and chairman of the Victims of Communism Memorial
Foundation, called Dr. Dobriansky “a true hero of the
Cold War” and “Mr. Captive Nations.”
Surviving are Dr. Dobriansky’s wife, Julia (née
Kusy), and daughters, Larisa and Paula. Paula
Dobriansky is undersecretary of state for democracy
and global affairs. Other family members include his
brother Bohdan and twin sisters Anna and Theodora.
According to death announcements published in
Washington newspapers, a mass of Christian burial was
to be offered at Fort Myer Chapel and burial was to take
place at Arlington National Cemetery (no dates were
specified). A memorial service was scheduled at
Georgetown University for February 19. In lieu of flowers contributions may be made to the Charitable
Foundation “Ukraine’s Children’s Hospital of the
Future,” the Victims of Communism Memorial
Foundation Inc. or the Ukrainian Congress Committee
of America.

Kyiv now in 10th place in Monopoly’s global vote Appeals court rules
PARSIPPANY, N.J. – As of Thursday, February 7,
Kyiv was in 10th place in the international voting for
inclusion on the game board of the new Monopoly Here
& Now: World Edition, getting 2.4 percent of the vote.
Last week at this time, Kyiv had been in 15th place
among 68 cities in the running, having received 2.1 percent of the vote.
Kyiv must be in the top 20 to be included in
Monopoly Here & Now: World Edition, which is due to
be released this fall.
The top five vote-getters as of February 7 were:
Montreal with 4.3 percent of the vote, Paris with 3.7
percent, London with 3.2 percent; Sydney, Australia,
with 3.1 percent and New York with 3.0 percent.
Hong Kong was in sixth place with 3.0 percent, and
was followed by Cape Town, South Africa, with 3.0,
Rome with 2.9 and Vancouver, in the Canadian
province of British Columbia, with 2.6.
In related news, in the wild card category – in which
the public is invited to nominate cities of their choice
for the two additional spaces on the Monopoly board –
Lviv (inexplicably rendered as “Lvyv”) was in 5th
place. Actual voting on the top 20 nominated wild card
cities will begin on February 29.
To vote or nominate a wild card city, readers may log
on daily to: http://www.monopolyworldvote.com and
follow the directions provided. The information on the
website in provided in the languages of over 50 countries, including Ukrainian. For information in Ukrainian
log on to www.monopolyworldvote.com/ uk_UA/world,
or choose “ìÍ‡ªÌ‡” from the “Select Your Country”
menu. The voting continues through February 28.
Since 1935 more than 250 million copies of
Monopoly have been sold in 103 countries and 37 languages. More than 200 different editions of the game
have been published.

against Demjanjuk

A promotional illustration urges the public, in
Ukrainian, to cast their ballots in the global voting for
international cities to be included in a new edition of
Monopoly. The heading notes: “Kyiv is one of the
world’s great cities.”

CINCINNATI, Ohio – The U.S. Court of Appeals for
the 6th Circuit ruled on January 30 that a U.S. immigration judge had the authority to order the deportation of
John Demjanjuk.
Mr. Demjanjuk’s lawyers had said they would pursue
an appeal to the U.S. Supreme Court if the court rules
against them.
The former autoworker, whom the U.S. government
had accused back in 1977 of complicity in Nazi war
crimes, had been challenging the right of the chief immigration judge of the United States to order his deportation.
On November 29, 2007, the appeals court heard arguments challenging an order for deportation issued in 2005.
Mr. Demjanjuk’s attorney, John Broadley, said the
chief immigration judge was not authorized to judge the
case because his position on the immigration review
board is administrative, not adjudicative.
According to wire service reports, a three-judge
panel held that Chief U.S. Immigration Judge Michael
Creppy “clearly meets the statutory definition of ‘immigration judge.’ ”
Mr. Demjanjuk was ordered deported in December
2005 following a ruling that he had been a guard at the
Sobibor, Majdanek and Flossenberg Nazi concentration
camps. In December 2006 Judge Creppy had dismissed
an appeal by Mr. Demjanjuk to have a deportation order
overturned.
The Reuters news service reported that Mr.
Demjanjuk’s lawyers have said he could be prosecuted
or face torture if he is sent back to Ukraine – or
Germany or Poland if Ukraine refused to accept him.
Reuters also reported that Mr. Demjanjuk is in ill health
and has not been following the progress of his case.
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St. Josaphat School in Parma threatened with closing
by Roma Hadzewycz
PARSIPPANY, N.J. – St. Josaphat
Ukrainian Catholic School of Parma,
Ohio, will close its doors at the end of the
current academic year, it was announced
in a letter from the Ukrainian Catholic
Diocese of St. Josaphat.
The news came in a letter dated
January 22 and addressed “To All Parents,
Students, Benefactors and Friends of Our
St. Josaphat School” bearing the signatures of Bishop Robert M. Moskal of St.
Josaphat Eparchy of Parma; the Rt. Rev.
Msgr. Mitred Archpriest Michael B.
Rewtiuk, cathedral pastor; and the Rev.
Canon Andrew G. Hanowsky, administrator; as well as their official seals.
Parents, who just a few months ago
were hard at work organizing a 60th
anniversary celebration of the Parma
school, say they are devastated by the
decision announced in the January 22 letter.
Contacted by The Weekly on February
6, Bishop Moskal said the letter was “premature,” and that the matter “has not yet
been decided.” He added, “We’re still discussing the possibilities.”
The eparch of Parma said it was the
two parish priests who sent out the letter,
and that he himself had not signed it. “I
told them yesterday and again today: this
is premature; nothing has been decided,”
he said.
When The Weekly quoted the letter’s
closing sentence, “This is the official and
final decision and there will be no further
changes or discussion of this decision,”
Bishop Moskal commented, “We’ll see
about that.” He referred further questions
to Father Hanowsky.
Father Hanowsky, in turn, told The
Weekly, “The letter has all the explanations, don’t you think?” He went on to
cite declining enrollment over the last
three years, a “very negative response” to
a proposed tuition increase and the fact
that the parish has only $165,000 left in
its bank account with no reserves. “There
is no way to run the school,” he said. “It’s
impossible. The parish would be bankrupt
in two months.”
He acknowledged that a recent 60th
anniversary celebration of St. Josaphat
School had a net income of $52,000, but
said this would cover only one month’s
payroll, taxes and medical insurance for
the teaching staff.
Father Hanowsky, who is administrator
of both St. Josaphat School and St.
Josaphat Parish, said that for more than 50
years his parish alone had supported the
school, while neighboring parishes did
not. It was only about seven years ago, he
explained, that two other Parma parishes,
St. Andrew’s and Pokrova (Protection of
the Mother of God), had started to subsidize the tuition paid by their parishioners
to the tune of $700 per child (the difference between the tuition paid by parishioners and non-parishioners of St.
Josaphat).
He also told The Weekly that many
improvements had been made to the
school in the past 12 years, beginning
with things like a new roof and an upgraded electrical system, and including new
computer, music and art rooms, in the
construction of which he personally was
involved. He went on to note that the
school is accredited and the children have
the highest achievements in science, but
“that does not convince people to enroll
their children.”
When asked how it is that Bishop
Moskal – with whom The Weekly spoke
just prior to calling Father Hanowsky –
said the letter announcing the school’s
closing was “premature” and that he did
not sign it, Father Hanowsky would only
say, “I believe his answer [to you] was

very diplomatic.”
In the end, Father Hanowsky stated
that, if the community was to come
through to save the school, “then we can
start again.” He explained that 175 students would be needed for the school to
be “on a normal level,” income from
Bingo and pyrohy sales would have to
increase markedly (both have gone down
in recent years), and there would need to
be significant donations.
Financial situation cited as key
Ironically, the letter announcing St.
Josaphat School’s closing came just
before Catholic Schools Week, the annual
celebration of Catholic schools and their
contributions to their communities, which
was marked nationwide on January 27
through February 2.
The official announcement notes that
the decision was made due to “the financial situation of our parish and school,”
which “will not allow us to continue the
operation of our school.” It goes on to
note that expenses for calendar year 2007
were $713,687.26, while income was only
$394,671.67, leaving a deficit of
$319,015.59.
As well, the letter cited declining student enrollment for the last three years,
noting that “only about 50 children” were
expected to be enrolled for the 2008-2009
school year. The school currently has just
over 100 students.
“In this situation there is no way to
continue our school’s existence. St.
Josaphat School will be officially closed
on July 1, 2008,” wrote the letter’s signatories. They concluded the letter by underscoring: “This is the official and final
decision and there will be no further
changes or discussion of this decision.”
The parents’ reactions
Anizia Karmazyn, who wrote a feature
article about St. Josaphat School that was
published in The Ukrainian Weekly on
October 28, 2007, said the announcement
of the school’s closing was “absolutely
devastating.”
She said she found out about the decision on January 23 when she came home
from work. “I was anticipating the letter,
because I knew the parish and eparchy
leadership would not consider keeping the
school open any more beyond this school
year after receiving feedback from parents
about a proposed tuition increase that
went out as a form letter to parents in
December 2007.”
While, according to the eparchy’s letter, “It cost more than $7,000 for each
child’s education this past year,” the current tuition was $2,200 for parishioners
and $2,900 for non-parishioners.
The letter also stated that “only a small
portion of families in the Ukrainian com-

Boys from Grades 4, 5 and 6 in the banquet hall during a celebration of the
school’s 60th anniversary back in November 2007.
munity of the Greater Cleveland area support our school.” Some send their children
to other Catholic schools – even more
expensive ones, while the number of supporters among the new wave of immigrants is insignificant, it was noted.
Ms. Karmazyn, who was contacted b y
The Weekly at the end of January,
recalled that “Parents were on pins and
needles during the Christmas break,”
because they knew “the fate of the school
depended on the acceptance of a tuition
increase by an overwhelming majority of
parents.”
Parents had been given a deadline by
which to return a form indicating whether
they would agree to pay $1,000 more in
tuition. “As things played out, only parents representing half of the school’s students agreed,” she said. However, Ms.
Karmazyn added, eighth grade parents
weren’t surveyed because the students are
graduating and “potential incoming
kindergarten parents were not contacted
by the administration.” She underscored
that there was no follow-up by the administration to ascertain why some parents
did not respond at all, or, if they answered
in the negative, why they did so.
As for the decision being “official and
final,” as noted in the eparchy’s January
22 letter, she stated: “That’s brutal. The
door has been shut with no attempt to
engage with the community in meaningful
dialogue to explore innovative solutions
and to re-define success with a vision for
our children for the 21st century and
beyond. The community has demonstrated generous support of St. Josaphat
School and the willingness of many individuals to work tirelessly on solutions for

Students in Grades 3 to 5 dazzled the crowds with their Broadway-style number
during the anniversary event.

our future. However, the letter communicates that we are officially disengaged
and, in so many words, excommunicates
the very children for whom the school
was created.”
The mother of an 8-year-old daughter,
Marika Olijar, Ms. Karmazyn had written
back in October of last year that “St.
Josaphat School is paving for Marika in
the 21st century a lifetime of lasting
friendships, memories and a strong sense
of community the way it did for many
before her, beginning 60 years ago.”
Now that dream of hers may be gone.
Similarly disheartened was Larisa C.
Popadiuk, mother of Alexandra, a first
grader, and Andrew, a kindergartener, at
St. Josaphat. Her husband, Roman, is a
1978 graduate of the school.
Ms. Popadiuk noted that St. Josaphat
School had an Alumni and Friends
Reunion on November 9, 2007, followed
the next day by a 60th anniversary banquet. “The planning of the 60th celebration is what uncovered the school’s desperate situation. It prompted parents to
ask questions, review finances and put
together a master plan which could potentially afford us a few additional years,”
she explained.
“Ultimately, it came down to money,”
Ms. Popadiuk stated. “If we could guarantee the administration that there would
be solid funding in addition to an aggressive fund-raising effort, we would be
given a chance. Parents were asked to
explore the idea of a tuition increase. …In
comparing ourselves to other Catholic
schools in the area, we were quite low. An
additional $1,000 would place us in the
same bracket [as similar local schools],
and guarantee an additional $100,000,
provided we had 100 students.”
She continued: “Everyone was notified
of the financial situation, the reason for an
increase and how it would help. Some
parents understood; some felt it would be
too much of a financial burden – a good
percentage of our population is new
immigrant families. Excellent ideas were
exchanged in these sessions by everyone.
Some parents seemed to get energized –
ready to take on activities that could help
save the existence of the school, to be part
of a solution.”
But, the parents were told that a majority approval of the tuition increase was
necessary to keep the school open, she
explained.
“We never had an opportunity to communicate the ideas discussed in these
meetings – I’m not sure why. I think it’s
maybe because the administration was
(Continued on page 16)
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The WTO’s green light
The General Council of the World Trade Organization on February 5 gave the
green light for Ukraine to become a member of the WTO when it approved the country’s terms of accession. To be sure, Ukraine is not yet a full-fledged member – the
Verkhovna Rada has to ratify the deal by July 4 and Ukraine would become a fullfledged WTO member 30 days after the ratification – but the developments of
February 5 certainly are cause for celebration.
Ukraine thus took yet another Westward-leaning step during the early days of the
new year. Its first such step – the first concrete indication of a new unity of purpose
among the branches of Ukraine’s government – was the “Joint Address to the NATO
Secretary General” signed by President Viktor Yushchenko, Prime Minister Yulia
Tymoshenko and Verkhovna Rada Chairman Arseniy Yatsenyuk. The statement
asked that Ukraine be granted a Membership Action Plan at the upcoming NATO
summit to be held in April in Bucharest.
That was followed by Ukraine’s participation in the World Economic Forum at
Davos, Switzerland, where Mr. Yushchenko held a series of high-level meetings and,
basically, presented Ukraine’s case to the movers and shakers of the globe. He underscored that Ukraine is a reliable and responsible partner to the world community, and
that it has a lot to offer, and he invited all interested parties to become partners in
building Ukraine. It was at Davos that WTO Director-General Pascal Lamy invited
the president to take part in the WTO General Council’s session at which Ukraine’s
bid for membership was to be acted upon.
Meanwhile, back home in Ukraine, even before the WTO meeting, Prime Minister
Tymoshenko met on January 24 with 250 foreign investors, outlining her government’s program to encourage foreign direct investment, as well as to combat corruption and oust the notoriously shadowy intermediary RosUkrEnergo from the gas supply chain. Just a few days later she made similar presentations to European Union and
NATO officials in Brussels. (More on these developments in next week’s issue.)
Foreign Affairs Minister Volodymyr Ohryzko also was doing his part in promoting
Ukraine’s Euro-Atlantic orientation. Speaking in Kyiv on February 4, he emphasized
that Ukraine considers itself to be an integral part of Europe. “Ukraine has always had,
has and will have a clear and invariable goal in its foreign policy: the course toward
the EU and NATO that is stipulated in Ukrainian legislation,” he stated.
On the occasion of the WTO signing ceremony in Geneva, WTO Director-General
Lamy stated: “Ukraine’s WTO membership will strengthen the multilateral trading
system and provide this country with a stable and predictable trade environment that
will boost its growth and prosperity.”
Though it took more than 14 years for Ukraine to arrive at the WTO accession
signing, President Yushchenko was hopeful that the Verkhovna Rada would ratify
accession by the end of this month. He described the WTO’s green light as “a historic
moment” and “a decisive milestone in the development of our economy,” and he
vowed that Ukraine – its government, its Parliament and he personally – would do
everything required to achieve full-fledged membership in the WTO as soon as possible. “We are convinced that our efforts will yield results and allow us to build closer
economic ties worldwide,” he stated.
It is worth pointing out that Mr. Yushchenko’s steadfast pursuit of WTO membership was noted by Mr. Lamy, who credited the president’s “personal commitment to
his country’s accession” as “a major factor in the successful outcome to these negotiations.”
Finally, it seems, Ukraine is moving in the right direction once again. (Now, if only
the opposition Party of the Regions would end its detrimental blockade of Parliament
that is only hindering progress…)
Ukraine will soon become the 152nd member of the World Trade Organization; it
will be the largest former Soviet-bloc state to join the world trade group. Ukraine is
poised to become a player on the world scene and, as President Yushchenko recently
told the National Security and Defense Council of Ukraine, the country will have “the
opportunity to engage in direct dialogue with members of the global market economy.” That is sure to stimulate all sectors of Ukraine’s economy – a development that
will benefit all of Ukraine’s citizens, according to President Yushchenko, via “better
living standards, higher wages, and improved social standards and economic life.”
In reality, then, the WTO’s green light for Ukraine is a green light for all of
Ukraine’s people.

Feb

Turning the pages back...

13

Five years ago, on February 13, 2003, Ukraine and Poland
agreed to a cost-free visa regime for its citizens who will travel to
Poland after it entered the European Union in 2004. In return,
Ukraine said it would allow Poles to continue entering the country freely, without the need for an official permit.
As a member-state of the European Union, Poland was required to develop visa regimes
and strict border controls with all neighboring countries that are not EU members.
An assessment by Marek Ziolkowski, Polish ambassador to Ukraine, was more reserved.
When asked by journalists, he admitted that the situation would become more uncertain in a
few years, when Poland became eligible for inclusion in the Schengen Accord.
The agreement forced Poland to develop a much stricter visa regime with Ukraine, Mr.
Ziolkowski continued, noting that no specific date was set for the accession of Poland to the
Schengen Accord. Perhaps by the time Poland joined, there would be no need to show visas
at the Ukrainian-Polish border, he added.
Poland joined the Schengen zone on December 21, 2007.

2003

Source: “Ukraine and Poland agree on liberal visa policies,” by Roman Woronowycz,
The Ukrainian Weekly, February 23, 2003.
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NATO membership for Ukraine
“NATO membership: It’s time for
Ukraine to get started,” commentary by
Steven Pifer, senior adviser with the
Center for Strategic and International
Studies and U.S. ambassador to Ukraine
in 1998-2000, International Herald and
Tribune, January 24:
“At NATO headquarters last Friday
[January 18], the Ukrainian foreign minister presented a request from his government for a Membership Action Plan for
Ukraine, which Kiev [sic] hopes will be
approved when the alliance’s 26 leaders
meet in Bucharest in April.
“NATO should say yes.
“…A Membership Action Plan – or
MAP – offers no guarantee of membership,
but it would provide a guide for Ukraine’s
further integration in Europe and internal
reform efforts. …
“Granting Ukraine a MAP at the
Bucharest summit meeting would be fully
consistent with alliance policy. It would
enhance European security and stability. It
would encourage the large and growing
number of Ukrainians who want greater
integration with Europe. Moreover, none of
the arguments against the measure stand up
to scrutiny.
“… some might fear that preparing
Ukraine for NATO membership would provoke new difficulties with Russia. Let’s be
clear. The Kremlin would not welcome the
move, now or at any time in the foreseeable future. But there is nothing to suggest
that holding off would prompt Moscow to
take more accommodating positions on
other issues, such as Kosovo.
“Indeed, allowing the Russia factor to
block a MAP would only reward Russia’s
petulant behavior. …
“NATO leaders should thus welcome
Ukraine’s request and give a positive
answer in Bucharest. Anything less would
be a reversal of 10 years of alliance policy,
would discourage those in Kiev [sic] who
want to modernize Ukraine, and would
waste an opportunity to advance the
process of shaping a broader, more secure
Europe.”
“At NATO, No Time for Cold Feet; A
Chance to Cement the Peace in the

Balkans – and Beyond,” by Bruce P.
Jackson, president of the Project on
Transitional Democracies, The
Washington Post, February 4:
“… The trans-Atlantic allies [NATO]
face two critical questions when they gather for their summit in Bucharest in April.
The first is whether to invite Albania,
Croatia and Macedonia to join NATO…
The second is what relationship Ukraine
and Georgia will have with NATO in the
turbulent early years of their development:
Will they be set on a course that could lead
to eventual NATO membership, or will
they be excluded?
“ … the fact is that Albania, Croatia and
Macedonia have spent more than eight
years in rigorous preparation for NATO
membership. …We now have a chance to
bring Catholic Croatia, secular-Islamic
Albania and multi-ethnic, Orthodox
Macedonia into the Euro-Atlantic community of democracies. Not bad. …
“ The second challenge, defining our
interest in the success of Ukraine and
Georgia, is even more straightforward.
These countries … are asking for the tools
with which to complete their reforms and
ultimately to qualify for membership consideration. …
“A Membership Action Plan … would
initiate an open-ended process that anticipates that Georgia and Ukraine will spend
many years resolving critical national questions of stability, territorial integrity, institutional capacity and the resolution of frozen
conflicts before making a political decision
to pursue NATO membership. Nor are
Russia’s interests in any way injured by
closer relations between NATO and
Russia’s neighbors. Over time, Ukraine and
Georgia would become more stable and
undoubtedly more prosperous. Invariably,
countries in the process of building closer
relations with NATO find that they can
safely demilitarize and devote more of their
energies to multilateral resolution of conflicts with neighbors. Ultimately, closer
relations between Europe and Ukraine and
Georgia would bring Russia closer to
Europe and would make the needed dialogues with Russia on democracy and energy that much easier. …”

FOR THE RECORD

Sen. George Voinovich
on the Famine-Genocide
Following is the text of “Remembering
the Ukrainian Famine,” a statement by
Sen. George V. Voinovich (R-Ohio) published in the Congressional Record on
January 28.
I rise today to remember the trials faced
by the Ukrainian people and to pay tribute
to their fortitude and love of freedom. At
times in its history, Ukraine has been
exploited and suffered greatly under repressive occupations. The Stalinist regime of
the former Soviet Union sought to maintain
control of the people and resources of the
Ukraine [sic] through vicious oppression.
The Ukrainian people have weathered
many trials, but they have always fought
for their freedom. It is my belief that as we
embrace Ukraine’s future, we must always
remember the hardships of its past.
The Ukrainian peasantry rebelled
against the collectivization policies
imposed on them by the Stalinist regime
starting in 1925. It is documented that very

few farmers voluntarily joined collectives
until Soviet secret police and Bolshevik
brigades were sent to crush the resistance.
As agricultural production fell in 1932 due
to drought and these Stalinist policies, the
regime attempted to maintain its export
level. To do this the regime brutally confiscated grain and foodstuffs from hungerstricken villages. Trade and supplies of
food and goods were banned from those
villages which were considered to be
“underperforming,” while families who
resisted were banished to Central Asia. The
totalitarian regime meted out harsh sentences, even the death penalty, against
those who stole even small amounts of
grain.
We can never forget that over 2,000
innocent people, including children as
young as 12 years old, were executed
under this law. In 1932, Stalin imposed barricades throughout the USSR to prevent
(Continued on page 22)
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Hoorah for ‘2007:
The Year in Review’
Dear Editor:
It is with pride that I write you to
compliment you on the tremendous issue
of The Ukrainian Weekly dated January
13, which contained “2007: The Year in
Review.” The issue, as always, is exceptional. So, hoorah and congratulations!
The entire issue gladdens me as it
brings me up to date on events in
Ukraine. I’ve written throughout the year
of these events to our local newspaper,
The Register, but nothing has ever
appeared. Even the recent Holodomor
observance didn’t make a small appearance.
Unfortunately for The Register, I
don’t discourage easily.
Wasyll Gina
New Haven, Conn.

Congratulations
to Zenon Zawada
Dear Editor:
I would like to extend my congratulations to Zenon Zawada, The Ukrainian
Weekly’s Kyiv Press Bureau correspondent, on his appointment as the Chief
Editor of the Kyiv Post in Ukraine.
And congratuations to The Weekly for
being such a great stepping stone for
career advancement.
Best wishes, Mr. Zawada, in your new
position with the Kyiv Post. I enjoyed
your coverage of events in Ukraine
which was a big help because the
American media on the whole covers so
little of events in Ukraine. Your articles
supplemented my reading of The New
York Times, San Francisco Chronicle
and San Francisco Examiner.
Your appointment will prompt me to
check our San Francisco library to see if
it carries the Kyiv Post.
Schaslyvo!
Nadia M. Derkach
San Francisco

Ponomarenko also
author of book
Dear Editor:
I read with interest Fran
Ponomarenko’s review of the John
Paskievich book of photos of immigrants
in Winnipeg’s North End (December 30,
2007). Ms. Ponomarenko was too modest to mention, but I think it worth bring-

We welcome your opinion
The Ukrainian Weekly welcomes letters to
the editor and commentaries on a variety of
topics of concern to the Ukrainian American
and Ukrainian Canadian communities.
Opinions expressed by columnists, commentators and letter-writers are their own and do
not necessarily reflect the opinions of either
The Weekly editorial staff or its publisher,
the Ukrainian National Association.
Letters should be typed and signed (anonymous letters are not published). Letters are
accepted
also
via
e-mail
at
staff@ukrweekly.com. The daytime phone
number and address of the letter-writer must
be given for verification purposes. Please note
that a daytime phone number is essential in
order for editors to contact letter-writers
regarding clarifications or questions.
Please note: THE LENGTH OF LETTERS
CANNOT EXCEED 500 WORDS.

ing to readers’ attention that Fran
Ponomarenko is herself the author of a
sensitive, highly praised book about the
Ukrainian immigrant experience, titled
“The Parcel from Chicken Street.”
The book, under the pseudonym of
Ludmilla Bereshko, was published in
Montreal by DC Books in1989 and garnered very favorable reviews. The book
is taught in courses at the University of
Toronto, and a long excerpt can be read
at www.chass.utoronto.ca/~tarn/courses/texts.
Irena Bell
Ottawa

About a decade
of U.S. debacles
Dear Editor:
The prologue to this decade of
American debacles came during the 2000
presidential campaign, when the aphorisms
of George W. Bush (“My philosophy is the
same as that of Jesus Christ”) were judged
by the media as more inspiring than the
polite manner of Al Gore and his addiction
to facts (“Yes, Social Security is indeed a
government program” – uttered in
response to Mr. Bush’s comment “They
think that Social Security is some kind of
government program”).
Actually, no politician in recent memory
personified the collective media-managed
ignorance of the American people more
accurately than did Mr. Bush.
During the last seven years, the
Americans have been more fearful of a
possible invasion of aliens from outer
space than rip-offs being administered
from a professional gang of thugs with an
ideological veneer who subverted normal
government functions and replaced taxation of the rich by borrowing from the rich.
Deficit financing and inflation became,
perversely, the tonic of Conservative theology, while personal credit card debt and
unsustainable mortgage overload is showing the way to foreclosures not seen since
the depression of the 1930s.
Panic in Washington is now reaching a
new level – on top of rising oil prices and a
mounting crisis of insolvency of financial
institutions (called a “liquidity crisis”)
evolving from Wall Street’s fraudulent subprime “investment packaging.” One immediate result is a “national intelligence
reassessment” that Iran is not really working on a nuclear bomb – which means no
U.S. bombing of Iran, as of December 3,
2007, despite the neocons’ clamor to attack
now. A second surprise was a statement
from the U.S. Embassy in Afghanistan on
December 27, 2007, in support of secret
conversations with the Taliban, despite a
long-held policy of “not negotiating with
the terrorists.” Whom do you negotiate
with? Your friends?
It has been recognized, here and abroad,
that without bothering to amend the
Constitution the U.S. Congress has reduced
itself to a rubber stamp, and the U.S. has
been abolished as a republic and converted
into an empire with an imperial presidency.
Its military has overstepped U.S. national
boundaries in almost all directions, leading
to debacles from Afghanistan to Iraq and
now Pakistan. In Canada, the U.S. is now
only slightly more popular than it is in
those other places, as American visitors
may attest.
Boris Danik
North Caldwell, N.J.
PS. If you deny that many of your
readers would love this letter, fatigue is
catching up.

by Andrew Sorokowski

The Ukrainian lonely hearts club
We’ve learned a few things in the emigration. National identity is not the most
important thing for every wave of immigrants from Ukraine. And not all of them
have considered themselves Ukrainian.
The Galician, Bukovynian, Lemko and
Transcarpathian immigrants of the late
1870s to 1914 generally focused on earning money and sending it home, or saving it to buy some land when they
returned. Many chose a Hungarian,
Slovak, Carpatho-Rusyn or “Russian”
identity. It was principally the Galicians
who discovered that they belonged to the
people on the other side of the Russian
border, that is, the Ukrainians. For many,
the most important identity was religious,
whether Greek-Catholic or Orthodox.
Eventually, just about everyone became
American.
Like the first, the Fourth Wave is
mainly economic. But it’s not “national
consciousness” that they lack. It’s national self-consciousness. Ukraine is an
established state, and they feel secure in
their identity. Some want to become
Americans. Others, like many Europeans,
see themselves as citizens of the world.
The post-war emigrants’ commitment to
preserving Ukrainian culture and ethnicity until Ukraine should be liberated made
sense at the time, and they fulfilled it
admirably. But in the annals of migration, it was anomalous.
That Third-Wave commitment meant
that its offspring were encouraged – perhaps that is too mild a word – to marry
other Ukrainians. Here, too, we’ve
learned some lessons. First, marrying
another Ukrainian American does not
guarantee cultural survival. Conversely,
there are many “mixed” couples that
have not only cultivated Ukrainian culture in their families, but have contributed richly to Ukrainian community
life.
While many Ukrainian Catholics and
Orthodox identify Church with nation,
some realize that by its own definition,
religion trumps ethnicity. Thus, a
Ukrainian Orthodox may reasonably
choose a Romanian or Bulgarian spouse
over a Ukrainian Catholic or non-believer, while a Ukrainian Catholic might logically prefer an Irish or Italian – or even a
ritually closer Melkite from Syria or
Lebanon.
Yet there is something that inclines us
to endogamy: we seek our own. And in
this great ocean of peoples, that poses a
problem. Some of us just can’t find that
special Ukrainian. For these lonely
hearts, Valentine’s Day can be depressing. Consider, then, the tale of Boris and
Kvitka. It happened long ago – before
9/11, before AIDS, even before computer
dating. (The names have been changed to
protect the innocent – and to preclude
actions for libel.)
Smart and ambitious, and at 18 a committed Ukrainian traditionalist, Boris
Tamunas set off for New York for his
first year at an Ivy League college,
equipped with a list of names and telephone numbers of his parents’ old friends
who had marriageable daughters. But
once he arrived, he realized how ridiculous it would be to call a perfect stranger
and say something like, “You don’t know
me, but you used to peddle contraband
fuel oil with my parents at the DP camp
in Lausendorf. And, by the way, I understand you have a daughter...”

So instead, on Sundays he would take
the Broadway IRT down to Greenwich
Village and walk past Cooper Union and
Astor Place to St. George Church on East
Seventh Street for the 10 a.m. liturgy.
The church always seemed full of stolid
women and dour middle-aged men in
plain dark suits. Nobody talked to him.
Afterwards he might peek into Arka or
Surma, then stop at Leshko’s for a plate
of varenyky with melted butter and sour
cream, for a taste of home. Then it was
back to the books. (Many years later,
Boris would learn that there was a noon
liturgy that all the young people attended.
Well, no one told him.)
Lonely and discouraged, Boris decided to transfer to Berkeley. That, after all,
was where the action was. But there was
no Ukrainian action. In vain he would
scan the class lists in search of a
Ukrainian name. There were none. He
would wander the streets whistling
Ukrainian melodies, hoping for a
response. There was silence. Finally, one
day during the student strike, when the
peace activists had burned down the
ROTC building and trashed Telegraph
Avenue, he was attending a history class
at Prof. Richard Herr’s North Side home.
During the break, Boris found a large
map of Europe and began tracing with
his finger the paths of his ancestors. Out
of the corner of his eye he noticed a
young woman with Slavic features apparently doing the same thing. Somewhere
between the USSR and the Polish
People’s Republic their fingers nearly
met. Was she, he asked breathlessly,
Polish? No, she was Ukrainian! Her
name was Kvitka Dytyshyn. Was this, he
thought with elation, the long-awaited
miracle?
During subsequent breaks, they chatted excitedly. Her parents, like his, were
wartime refugees. They were from the
same province. She even spoke his
dialect. Yet, before long, Boris noticed
something peculiar. Kvitka kept talking
about the Revolution. America, she
declared confidently, was just like Russia
before 1917. The Revolution was imminent. The nascent historian in him bridled
at such a facile comparison. Surely there
were differences, distinctions… Later, he
delicately inquired about her housing situation. She was living in a commune. An
image from the cover of an album by The
Mamas and the Papas depicting several
scraggly hippies of both genders sharing
a bathtub, flashed through his mind. So
much for California dreaming: this wasn’t his cup of “chai.” Trudging home,
Boris turned up the collar of his leather
jacket against the stiff bay wind as he
passed beneath Sather Gate, and concluded that he was destined to be a loner after
all.
So what, lonely hearts, are the lessons
of this story? No. 1: You are not the first
to suffer the pangs of a failed infatuation.
No. 2: Common ethnic identity is about
as accurate an indicator of compatibility
as common blood type. No. 3: Romantic
longing is a miserable experience. If
you’re looking for emotional satisfaction,
try chocolate.

Andrew Sorokowski can be reached at
samboritanus@hotmail.com.
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WTO approves...
(Continued from page 1)
criminatory basis and any additional conditions, including limits on foreign ownership.
During the signing ceremony, Chilean
Ambassador Mario Matus, who served as
the latest chairman of the Working Party,
praised Ukraine for its patience and effort.
“This is a historic day for Ukraine and a
defining moment for the WTO itself, as the
organization is set to move ever closer to
becoming a truly global organization. The
road has been long and often daunting. For
an economy as important as Ukraine’s, the
negotiations were complex, detailed and
time-consuming,” said Mr. Matus.
By welcoming Ukraine’s president to the
signing ceremony, WTO General Director
Pascal Lamy extended special praise to
President Yushchenko, noting that his personal commitment to Ukraine’s accession
was a “major factor in the successful outcome to the negotiations.”
In turn, expressing his gratitude for
WTO General Director Lamy’s cooperation, President Yushchenko said “Ukraine’s
membership in the WTO is truly a historic
moment and is a decisive milestone in the

Ukrainians recall...
(Continued from page 1)
Minister of Internal Affairs Yurii Lutsenko,
Minister of Education and Science Ivan
Vakarchuk, Minister of Family, Youth and
Sports Yurii Pavlenko, Minister of Health
Vasyl Kniazevych, and Kyiv Oblast State
Administration chair Vira Ulianchenko.
“All future generations made an example
of this heroic deed and carried the banner of
Ukraine’s freedom and independence,” proclaimed former National Deputy Stepan
Khmara during the commemorative event.
Ivan Zayets, of the Our Ukraine – People’s
Self-Defense (OU-PSD) bloc pointed out
that the uneven struggle proved Ukraine
would never go quietly or without heavy
resistance in its fight against colonial rule.
In a similar ceremony that day, representatives of the Presidential Secretariat laid
flowers at the graves of two Kruty fighters
buried at the Lukianiv Cemetery in Kyiv.
These graves were spared destruction and
clandestinely relocated to their present burial site as the tombstones at Askold’s Tomb
were leveled in 1934 following a decree
issued by the Ministry of Education of the
Ukrainian SSR.
Of the 300 students who died at Kruty,
27 are buried in a common grave on the site
at Askold’s Tomb.
According to residents of Kruty, 12 of
the youths who took up arms that fateful

Mykola Lazarenko/Pool/UNIAN

President Viktor Yushchenko and General Director of the WTO Pascal Lamy
(right) during the signing ceremony on Ukraine’s accession to the World Trade
Organization in Geneva on February 5.
development of our economy. We are convinced that our efforts will yield results and
allow us to build closer economic ties
worldwide.”
The following day, speaking before a
capacity crowd of students at the Vadym
Hetman National Economic University in

day 90 years ago found their final resting
place in the local town cemetery, although
their graves are still unmarked.
On February 2 President Yushchenko
traveled to the town of Kruty to take part in
additional ceremonies at the site of the actual battle.
Speaking before his compatriots, Mr.
Yushchenko said it was imperative for the
Ukrainian nation to learn its history. “The
reality is clear, but there is only one truth”,
declared Mr. Yushchenko. The president
expressed his hope that some day a memorial museum indicative of the Ukrainian
spirit would be erected on the site of the
heroic struggle. The lesson of the 90-yearold events should be one of unity and
understanding, said Mr. Yushchenko.
Ukrainians will continue to congregate at
Kruty for many years to come, which bears
witness to the indomitable Ukrainian spirit,
continued President Yushchenko. “The concept of a Ukrainian state, for which these
youths fought and gave their lives, has
become a reality. Our memory of the heroes
of Kruty is eternal and sacred for all
Ukrainians.”
The president said it is the responsibility
of every Ukrainian to preserve the heroic
pages of Ukraine’s history, and the duty of
the government to guarantee the security
and longevity of Ukraine’s sacred historic
sites. “The heroic deed of the battle of
Kruty should become a model for today’s

Mykola Lazarenko/Pool/UNIAN

During the memorial service and flower-laying ceremony on January 29 at
Askold’s Tomb in Kyiv held to commemorate the 90th anniversary of the Battle of
Kruty (from left) are: First Vice-Prime Minister Oleksander Turchynov, President
Viktor Yushchenko and Verkhovna Rada Chairman Arseniy Yatsenyuk.

Kyiv, President Yushchenko assured his
audience that every sector of Ukraine’s
commerce and trade will have the opportunity to adapt itself to WTO regulations, as
foreseen by the normal five-year transition
period following full membership approval.
The president also said that Ukraine’s

9
membership will improve production in the
agricultural sector in particular by increasing exports. Citing data provided by economic experts, the president said that agricultural production exports would now
have the chance to grow by as much as 44
percent.
In summing up his assessment of
Ukraine’s latest success on the world stage,
Mr. Yushchenko told the economics students that Ukraine’s WTO membership will
be felt in a positive way by every single
Ukrainian citizen, because in a full-fledged
market economy the Ukrainian consumer
will finally be able to buy higher-quality
goods and services at lower market rates.
Also, the president said, WTO membership will now pave the way for Ukraine to
initiate talks on the creation of a free-trade
zone with the European Union. Such negotiations could take up to one year, said Mr.
Yushchenko.
During the ratification procedure in the
Verkhovna Rada, national deputies will
have to modify 11 existing laws and regulations on trade in accordance with WTO protocol before formal membership into the
WTO is granted to Ukraine. Once granted
full-fledged membership, Ukraine will
become the WTO’s 152nd member-country.

Mykola Lazarenko/Pool/UNIAN

President Viktor Yushchenko behind an honor guard during the commemorative ceremony at the memorial site of the Battle of Kruty in Kruty, Chernihiv
Oblast, on February 2.
Ukrainian youth,” underscored President
Yushchenko.
Invoking the spirit of Ukraine’s revolutionary era, Mr. Yushchenko quoted a statement issued by Ukrainian students, which
dated back to the days of the Kruty battle:
“Let every student of Ukraine remember
that apathy is a crime.” He asked Ukraine’s
youth to not be apathetic about the country’s future and encouraged young
Ukrainians to respect their history and preserve the memory of their national heroes.
Following his speech, the president witnessed a re-enactment of the Battle of Kruty
organized by local military veterans and
historical associations.
The 90th anniversary of the Battle of
Kruty was also marked in the western
Ukrainian city of Ternopil. Approximately
500 young people from the three western
oblasts of Halychyna traveled to the oblast
center and spent a period of 24 hours in a
former KGB prison, which today houses the
only museum of political prisoners in
Ukraine to be situated in a building once
used by the State Security Service of the
Ukrainian SSR.
The young participants met with former
political prisoners and honored all those
who died for Ukraine with a three-hour
vigil of silence in the solitary confinement
cells. Through their experience, the youths
said they gained a deeper understanding of
Ukraine’s tragic history and what it must

have been like to be imprisoned and tortured during the Soviet era.
In Sevastopol, residents honored the
memory of those who died at the battle of
Kruty by participating in a memorial service
and spreading 150 lit candles in the form of
a map of Ukraine at the base of the Taras
Shevchenko statue. Religious services were
concelebrated by members of the Ukrainian
Orthodox Church – Kyiv Patriarchate and
the Ukrainian Greek-Catholic Church.
***
Also on January 29, members of the
Kyiv branch of the National Union
Svoboda organized a demonstration in front
of the Teacher’s Building as an act of
protest against the military policies of the
Ukrainian National Republic, which had
demobilized the soldiers loyal to the UNR.
This short-sighted policy ultimately compelled the 300 poorly armed students to
fight at the Battle of Kruty, they said.
Bearing torches, 50 members and supporters of the organization marched from
the Teacher’s Building to the adjacent
Mykhailo Hrushevsky statue, at the base of
which they laid a barbed-wire wreath as a
symbol of defiance, and chanted “shame to
Hrushevsky
and
[Volodymyr]
Vynnychenko, traitors to the Ukrainian
cause.” The demonstrators dispersed 10
minutes later.
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Four books on shortlist for Kobzar Literary Award 2008
by Oksana Zakydalsky
TORONTO – The second presentation
of the Shevchenko Foundation’s biennial
Kobzar Literary Award 2008, and the
accompanying $25,000 prize will be made
on March 6 at the Palais Royale Ballroom
in Toronto.
Four jurors are poring over the four
books selected for the shortlist, which was
drawn from 18 eligible works submitted for
this year’s award. This is an 80 percent
increase in the number of submissions from
the 2006 award, showing that there is a significant number of writers in Canada dealing with Ukrainian Canadian themes.
There is one work of fiction on the shortlist: Janice Kulyk Keefer’s “The Ladies
Lending Library,” in which the critically
acclaimed and prize-winning author writes
about a group of women at Kalyna Beach,
in the summer of 1963, preparing for their
annual end-of-season party.
With their husbands away in the city all
week, the women’s days are ruled by the
predictable rhythms of children and chores,
lightened by the “racy” books they trade
amongst themselves and by their Friday
afternoon gatherings for gin and gossip. But
that summer everything changes for the
girls and women of Kalyna Beach as they
exchange their innocence for a new understanding of the possibilities open to them
all.
Two works of non-fiction made the
shortlist: Roman Fodchuk’s “Zhorna:
Material Culture of the Ukrainian Pioneers”
and Lisa Grekul’s “Leaving Shadows:
Literature in English by Canada’s
Ukrainians.”
Mr. Fodchuk works as a planning and
landscape design professional for national
historic parks and national parks across
Canada, and his firm initiated the planning

and design for the Ukrainian Cultural
Heritage Village in Alberta. “Zhorna” – the
Ukrainian word for the stone mill that was
used to grind grain into flour – stands as a
symbol of the patience, strength and tenacity that the pioneers required to transform
rough grains into fine flour and the characteristics with which they approached their
life and work.
The book tells the story of a resourceful
people with a strong sense of practical aesthetics and a close relationship to the earth
and nature. The author includes illustrations
and fine line drawings of tools, clothing,
buildings and interiors, as well vignettes of
his own early life on a pioneer homestead.
Ms. Grekul teaches Canadian literature at
the University of British Columbia, and her
first book, “Kalyna’s Song,” was shortlisted
for the Amazon.ca/Books in Canada Best
First Book Award and the inaugural Kobzar
Literary Award.
In “Leaving Shadows,” Ms Grekul has
produced the first book-length monograph
on English Ukrainian writing and set out to
offer fresher images of Ukrainian culture in
Canada than the giant pysanka of Vegreville
by providing substantive analyses of
authors such as Myrna Kostash, Andrew
Suknaski, George Ryga, Ms. Kulyk Keefer,
Vera Lysenko and Maara Haas.
The fourth book, one that, depending on
the bookstore, can be found either under
memoirs or under cooking is Marusya
Bociurkiw’s “Comfort Food for Breakups:
Memoir of a Hungry Girl.” Ms. Bociurkiw
is a filmmaker and author, and currently
teaches film and media studies in Toronto.
Her book is composed of intimate
vignettes, where food nourishes, comforts
and heals. Food becomes her salvation and
a way to engage with the world.
Thoughtful, moving and passionate,
“Comfort Food for Breakups” muses upon

Covers of the four books in the running for the Kobzar Literary Award.
the ways in which food intersects with a
nexus of hungers for intimacy and for
home.
The jury that will choose the award winner comprises: Saskatchewan-born author
and playwright Sharon Butala; Latvian-born
Modris Eksteins, historian and professor at
the University of Toronto; children’s writer
and winner of the 2006 Kobzar Literary
Award Laura Langston; and editor, author
and literary critic John Metcalf.
With this second presentation of the
Kobzar Literary Award, as well as the
scholarship and faculty position inaugurated
in 2007 at the Humber School for Writers’

Summer Workshop, the Shevchenko
Foundation is fulfilling its vision to create
opportunities for all Canadian writers to
explore Ukrainian Canadian themes that are
relevant to Canadians.
To ensure wider coverage of the Award,
a one-third page advertisement was featured
twice in the Books Section of The Globe
and Mail – the most recent in the February
2 issue.
Additional information on the Kobzar
Literary Award, as well as on the 2008
award ceremony and dinner, can be found
on www.kobzarliteraryaward.com.

UVAN releases volume
dedicated to Hrushevsky
by Assya Humesky
NEW YORK – The Ukrainian
Academy of Arts and Sciences (known
by its Ukrainian acronym as UVAN) in
the U.S. has announced the publication
of Volume IV of its News, which is dedicated to the memory of Mykhailo
Hrushevsky on the 140th anniversary of
his birth. Hrushevsky is remembered in
the article “Mykhailo Hrushevsky in the
History of Ukraine” written by Lubomyr
Wynar, head of the Historical Section of
the academy.
A separate section of the News is
devoted to the history of UVAN. It contains a survey by Oleksander
Dombrowsky titled “The Free Ukrainian
Academy of Sciences in the U.S.A.,” as
well as reprints of the minutes of the conferences of active academy members.
Another section pays tribute to academicians Assya Humesky, Oleksa
Bilaniuk and Bohdan Wynar, who recently celebrated their 80th anniversaries.
Several articles follow. The first, by
two academy members from Ukraine, historians Yurij and Vitalij Makariv, discusses the scholarly contributions of Lubomyr
Wynar. Another, by Alla Atamanenko,
director of the Institute for Research of the

Ukrainian Diaspora at the National
University of Ostroh Academy, gives an
account of its activities. The third, by Dr.
Humesky, is a literary analysis of
“Feminine Spirituality in Lesia Ukrainka.”
The Documentation section contains
reports by UVAN President Bilaniuk on the
activities of the Academy in the years
1998-2006, by Vice-President Lubomyr
Wynar on the work of the Historical
Section and the Publication Committee by
Dr. Humesky on the activities of the
Language and Literature Section.
Under the heading Current News the
reader will find a report on the third
International Congress of Ukrainian
Historians held in Lutsk, Ukraine, which
was written by Svitlana Havryliuk, and a
report on the New York conference on
Hrushevsky written by Dr. Dombrovsky.
There is also an addendum with new
information on Dmytro Doroshenko’s
bibliography as researched by Hryhorij
Kuras, and additions to Dr.
Dombrowsky’s bibliography.
The hard bound, 282-page News costs
$25. It may be ordered by calling 212222-1866 or by writing to: Ukrainian
Academy of Arts and Sciences in the
U.S. Inc., 206 W. 100th St., New York,
NY, 10025.
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Ukrainian Institute of Modern Art presents Solovij retrospective
CHICAGO – The Ukrainian Institute
of Modern Art is currently presenting a
retrospective exhibition of Ukrainian
painter Jurij Solovij. This is the first
exhibition of his work to be held in the
United States since his passing in April
of 2007.
The exhibit, which opened January
27, will be on view through March 16.
Mr. Solovij was most active throughout the 1950s, 1960s and 1970s and was
renowned for his large, vibrant and violently abstract canvases, as well as for an
incredible series of paintings, drawings
and sculptures titled “1,000 Heads.”
His work combines the intensity of
American Abstract Expressionism (e.g.,
Jackson Pollock and William De
Kooning) with the psychological depth
and sentiment of 20th century European
Abstractionism (e.g., Frank Auerbach
and Francis Bacon). Yet, to all of these
Mr. Solovij adds a unique and powerful
Ukrainian essence.
Solovij (born in 1921, Lviv) graduated
from the Lviv School of Arts and Crafts
in 1944 and soon after fled to Germany,
where he met his wife Liselotte. In 1952
Solovij, Liselotte, and their young son
Jurij Jr. immigrated to the United States,
moving first to Detroit and later to New
York City. In 1965, after living and
working in Brooklyn for 13 years, Mr.
Solovij and his family finally moved to
Rutherford, N.J., where his studio
remains to this day. Mr. Solovij had been
in poor health from 1993 until the time
of his death due to a household accident.
The powerful and haunting effects of
the Ukrainian diaspora experience are
quite prevalent in Solovij’s work. Often
expressing existential themes such as
those of birth, suffering, transience,
death and motherhood, his art is cathartic
in its expression of the darker and more
horrific aspects of the immigrant experience. In this sense, his visionary and progressive painting style can be taken to
represent a form of cultural healing.
Solovij was able to successfully
express the trauma and pain experienced
by his generation. The essence of such
experience could be contained neither by
linguistic structures nor concrete forms,
thus, beginning in the early 1950s,
Solovij boldly set forth into the realm of
painterly abstractionism.
Solovij also created works exploring
themes of modern politics and social life
– these works are often imbued with a
keen sense of irony and satire.
It should also be noted that Solovij
was an avid theorist, writer and critic of
art. Over the course of his career he

“Pregnant” (1959).

Works from “1,000 Heads” series (1971-1972).
became very closely associated with the
members of a group of avant-garde
Ukrainian émigré writers known as “The
New York Group.” In 1978 a collection
of his writings was published as a book
under the title “Pro Rechi Bilshi Nizh
Zori” (About Things Greater Than
Stars).
Although some early critics charged
him with being too progressive and
abstract, in retrospect we can now see
that Solovij ranks among the greatest
abstract painters of the 20th century. His
oil and canvas will be forever alive with
the essence of Ukrainian American identity.
***
The Ukrainian Institute of Modern Art
is located at 2320 W. Chicago Ave.,
Chicago, IL 60622. The UIMA is open to

“Marching Man” (1961).

the public Tuesday-Sunday, noon to 4
p.m. There is a $5 suggested donation for
admission. For more information call
773-227-5522.
The UIMA was founded in 1971 by
Dr. Achilles Chreptowsky in the heart of
Chicago’s Ukrainian Village. Three
storefronts were transformed into a
viable museum serving the local community and the greater Chicago area with an
ongoing program of cultural exhibitions,
literary events, film screenings and
music recitals.
Five to six major exhibits, often supplemented by catalogues, are held annually in the main gallery, which occupies
2,100 square feet. One large side gallery
houses the permanent collection, which
includes the work of Chicago artists as
well as that of sculptors and painters of
Ukrainian descent. The UIMA is also

Jurij Solovij (1921-2007), the
most forceful and singular promoter
of modern art among Ukrainian artists
after the second world war, was born
and educated in the Ukraine. In the
years before immigrating from
Germany to the United States (1952)
he was involved with non-objective
art with a metaphysical motif. It was a
productive period. However, not
many paintings survived, being continuously overpainted because of postwar materials shortages, especially of
canvas, cardboard, paper, etc.
After coming to New York, where
art galleries at that time were overflowing with non-objective art, his creativity focused on art with strong humanitarian themes: pains of birth, pains of
existence, pains of death; Christian heritage (“Creation,” “Nativity,” “Stoning
of St. Stephan,” “Martydom of St.
Sebastian,” “Pieta,” “Crucifixion”...);
childhood experiences (“Fire-Eater,”
“Sword-Swallower,” “Man Jumping
into Water,” “Drowned One,”
“Procession,” “Catafalque”...); and
images of war (“Marching Man,”
“Dictator,” “Hanging,” “Zhovti
Vody”...) dominated his work until the
emergence of the “1,000 Heads” period
in 1970.
Solovij immersed himself in
developing the “1,000 Heads” theme,
producing the first thousand paintings of the series in six weeks. If
there is any message in these paintings, sculptures and drawings, it is
not obvious. Solovij noted that he
believes: “A work of art informs. It
conveys information about the spiritual and physical world of the artist.
It conveys information about the
artist’s values; it conveys information
about the quality of those values. It
conveys information about the
artist’s interest in certain components
of the work of art at a given time or
instant of the creative process; it conveys information about the physical
and emotional characteristics of the
work of art itself.”
home to a professional storage and
research facility.
Operational Support for UIMA is provided by: The Illinois Arts Council, The
Gaylord and Dorothy Donnelley
Foundation, Chicago CityArts program,
Self-Reliance Federal Credit Union, and
the Ukrainian Heritage Foundation.
For more information see: www.uimachicago.org.

“Pieta, Homage to 1933” (1962).
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500 attend Boston College’s first Ukrainian Cultural Day
(Continued from page 1)
He is a former member of the Dance
Theater of Harlem and has traveled all
over the U.S. and abroad to perform and
teach in countries such as Great Britain,
Germany, China and Austria, working
with the Shore Ballet, Windermere
Ballet, Obrij Folk Ensemble and the
Anglo-American Ballet Company. He
has been a soloist and member of the
Syzokryli Ukrainian Folk Dance
Ensemble for 14 years and has had success writing and recording music.
Ms. Vasilevich, who is known as Vika,
performed four times between the ensembles’ dances and captivated the audience
with her pop-arena brand of rock. Her
dynamic stage presence brought many of
the students in the audience to their feet
as she glided across the stage and up and
down the center aisle, singing and clapping exuberantly as she went.
Vika started writing lyrics at the age
of 7 and composed her first complete
song at 14. Her first performance on
national television from the Palace of
Ukraine followed shortly afterwards.
Since then, she has written, arranged and
recorded over 20 songs and has appeared
in major music festivals throughout
Europe and North America. In June 2005
Vika completed her master’s degree with
honors from the prestigious Kyiv
University of Culture and Art and
embarked on a full-time music career.
In addition to what she has recorded
herself, Vika has written more then 100
songs and published them in her book of
lyrics titled “String of My Soul.” Over
the last nine years since her first public
performance, she also has written many
songs for popular performing artists in
Ukraine. Vika wrote the theme song for
the national children’s music festival and
the nationally televised music contest

Vsevolod Petriv

MC Ihor Rakowsky.
“Step to the Stars.”
Vika, 25, hails from Zaporizhia and
currently resides in Kyiv.
Following the concert, at 9 p.m. a traditional Ukrainian “Zabava” (dance) and
buffet featuring Fata Morgana got under
way in BC’s O’Connell House and continued until 1 a.m. Some 275 party-goers
danced to contemporary American and
traditional Ukrainian music and enjoyed
the buffet. At 11 p.m. the band struck up
a “Kolomyika,” which went on for
almost an hour and featured both members of the Syzokryli and local college
students showing off their finest
Ukrainian steps.
Yurij Dobriansky of Syzokryli said,
“We were all having such a good time
dancing that we didn’t notice the time
and I think we set a record for the length
of the dance.” The band’s fiddler played
with such verve that by the end of the

Singer Vika (Vasilevich).

The “Pryvit” as rendered by the Syzokryli.
“Kolomyika” more than half of the
horsehair strands on his bow had come
undone.
In addition to students from Boston
College, the event drew students from
Harvard University, Boston University,
Northeastern University and Curry
College. BC sophomore Ben Goldeen,
19, of Modesto, Calif., who is one-quarter Ukrainian but had never been to anything Ukrainian in his life said, “Tonight
has been incredible. We Ukrainians really know how to do things right.”
The officers of the Boston College
Ukrainian Society – Deanna Rakowsky,
president (Maplewood, N.J.), Laryssa

Kramarchuk, vice-president (Mount
Vernon, N.Y.), Erin Lytwyn, secretary
(Enfield, Conn.) and Chris Rusyniak,
treasurer (New Fairfield, Conn.) – as
well as club members Andrea Dzwinyk
(Chicago), Natalia Ivanitsky (Florida),
Oksana Nekoz (New York) and Nadia
Washlick (Mount Laurel, N.J.) spent several months planning the event. They
were assisted by friends and members of
the six Ukrainian churches in the greater
Boston area, the Harvard Ukrainian
Research Institute (HURI), UCCA, Plast
Ukrainian Scouting Organization,
(Continued on page 13)

The ever-popular “Hopak.”

The male dancers of Syzokyli show off their skills, and sense of humor, in two separate dances.
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Vsevolod Petriv

The Syzokryli Ukrainian Folk Dance Ensemble performs two dances from western regions of Ukraine.

500 attend ...
(Continued from page 12)
Ukrainian American Youth Association
and the Ukrainian American Cultural and
Religious Center of New England.
All proceeds from the evening were
earmarked for the newly established
Metropolitan Archbishop Stephen S.
Sulyk Ukrainian Scholarship Fund at
Boston College.
The Ukrainian Cultural Day was the
second major successful event that the
fledgling student group at Boston
College has undertaken in less than two
months. Most of the members also are
involved in a wide variety of other activities on campus and most have managed
to maintain better than 3.5 grade point

averages.
The Ukrainian Society of Boston
College was founded by Deanna
Rakowsky with the help of faculty members in March 2007. It serves as a student-run organization dedicated to celebrating and preserving Ukrainian culture.
The Ukrainian Society of Boston College
seeks to promote activity and education
about Ukrainian history, heritage and tradition, and share this with the larger
Boston College community.
The group also seeks to fulfill a social,
educational and political purpose in
being active in Ukrainian-related affairs
as they pertain not only to Boston
College directly, but also to Ukrainian
American communities and Ukrainians
in general.

Views (above and below) of the record-breaking “Kolomyika.”

International Graduate Student Symposium held in Toronto
by Oksana Zakydalsky
TORONTO – The third biennial
International
Graduate
Student
Symposium was held at The Munk Center
for International Studies at the University
of Toronto on January 24-26. Titled “New
Perspectives on Contemporary Ukraine:
Politics, History and Culture” and sponsored by the Petro Jacyk Program for the
Study of Ukraine, CIUS and the
University of Toronto, the symposium featured 15 graduate student presenters and
12 academics as chairs and discussants at
six separate panels.
The keynote address on the eve of the
symposium was delivered by Paul
D’Anieri, University of Kansas, under the
title “The Orange Restoration and
Ukraine’s Uneasy Pluralism.”
The student participants came from nine
countries and 13 different universities: the
United Kingdom (Oxford, Cambridge,

London and Birmingham universities),
Canada (McGill and Alberta universities),
Hungary (Central European University),
France (EHESS), the United States
(University of Wisconsin), Netherlands
(University of Amsterdam), Poland
(Graduate School for Social Research),
Germany and Ukraine (National
University of Kyiv-Mohyla Academy)
almost evenly split between Ukrainians
from Ukraine studying outside Ukraine
and non-Ukrainians of the countries represented. As the symposium title suggests,
the topics covered a whole gamut of issues
relevant to contemporary Ukraine.
Initiated and organized by University of
Toronto graduate students, the symposium
attracted a large audience, of both the
University of Toronto community and
other interested persons. More information
on the symposium as well as the full program can be found on the website
http://www.utoronto.ca/jacyk.

Participants of the third biennial International Graduate Student Symposium.
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Tymoshenko of Ukraine said on February
2 that the National Security and Defense
Council (NSDC) the day before had
adopted a decision to forego the services
of RosUkrEnergo, UkrGazEnergo and
other intermediaries in gas supplies to
Ukraine, RFE/RL’s Ukrainian Service
reported. Ms. Tymoshenko said that the
government will hold talks in an evolutionary way in order not to destabilize
either gas transportation across Ukrainian
territory or Ukraine’s domestic market.
However, President Viktor Yushchenko,
who heads the NSDC, has not directly
confirmed that such a decision was made.
Mr. Yushchenko said that the NSDC on
February 1 decided to formulate within 10
days a single strategy in accordance to
which the government and Naftohaz
Ukrayiny, the state-owned gas company,
will hold all international talks on the gas
issue. “What is our goal? To have cheap
gas or to give an answer how and by
whom it is delivered? Certainly, we are
interested in the former,” Mr. Yushchenko
said. Under the current gas-delivery
scheme, Russian gas giant Gazprom sells
gas to RosUkrEnergo, a Swiss-registered
joint venture between Gazprom and
Ukrainian billionaire Dmytro Firtash, and
then RosUkrEnergo resells it to
UkrGazEnergo, a Ukrainian-registered
joint venture between RosUkrEnergo and
Naftohaz Ukrayiny. (RFE/RL Newsline)
Russia accused of being bad neighbor
KYIV – The Ukrainian Foreign Affairs
Ministry said on February 3 that the
detention of Ukrainian political analyst
Serhii Taran in St. Petersburg is a “step
that does not correspond with the spirit of
neighborly relations between Ukraine and
Russia,” RFE/RL’s Ukrainian Service
reported. Mr. Taran, who is a member of
the leadership of the coalition Pora Party
and a director of the Ukrainian branch of
the International Institute for Democracy,
was detained by Russian border guards in
St. Petersburg’s airport on February 1 and
expelled the next day. The officers told
Mr. Taran that he is a “person whose stay
in Russia is undesirable.” The ministry
said that Mr. Taran’s research interests do
not include Russian issues and that the
goal of his visit to St. Petersburg was to
attend a congress of trade unions rather
than participate in a public discussion on
social or political issues. The ministry also
expressed regret that “such a step was
taken on the eve of extremely important
events in Ukrainian-Russian relations.”
(RFE/RL Newsline)
Talks to cover raising gas transit fees
KYIV – Prime Minister Yulia
Tymoshenko said on January 30 that during her upcoming visit to Moscow she
intends to discuss increasing the price for
the transit of Russian natural gas across
Ukraine to Europe, RFE/RL’s Ukrainian
Service reported. Ms. Tymoshenko said
following a government meeting that
Ukraine “moves toward market prices for
natural gas” purchased from Russia and,
therefore, “it also needs to move as regards
tariffs on the transportation of Russian
gas,” across Ukrainian territory. Ms.
Tymoshenko believes that the transit fees
and the price for Russian natural gas are
mutually connected and this constitutes
grounds on which an agreement might be
achieved. The Ukrainian prime minister
said her visit to Moscow is scheduled for
February 21-22. (RFE/RL Newsline)
Turkmenistan reacts to PM’s remarks

Run your advertisement here,
in The Ukrainian Weekly’s
CLASSIFIEDS section.

ASHGABAT, Turkmenistan –
Turkmenistan’s Foreign Ministry issued a
statement on January 30 condemning as
“incomprehensible” a proposal made by
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Ukrainian Prime Minister Yulia
Tymoshenko on January 28 during her
talks in Brussels with EU officials, turkmenistan.ru reported. According to regnum.ru on January 29, Ms. Tymoshenko
proposed construction of a new gas
pipeline across the Black Sea from
Georgia to Crimea, to be named White
Stream (by analogy with the Russian Blue
Stream undersea pipeline from Russia’s
Black Sea coast to Turkey). The proposed
new pipeline, according to Ms.
Tymoshenko, would provide Ukraine with
an alternative source of natural gas and
transport Turkmen natural gas to
European Union member-states. The plan
would be contingent on construction of a
companion pipeline across the Caspian
from Turkmenistan to Azerbaijan to link
up with the existing Baku-Tbilisi-Erzerum
export pipeline. As vice prime minister
under President Leonid Kuchma in 20002001, Ms. Tymoshenko was responsible
for negotiating the purchase of Turkmen
natural gas. The Turkmen statement
observed that it is normal international
practice for those states that have oil and
gas reserves available for export to come
up with proposals for export pipeline
routes after consultation with the parties
directly concerned. (RFE/RL Newsline)
Lutsenko complains about criminal case
KYIV – Internal Affairs Minister Yurii
Lutsenko has filed a complaint about the
criminal case opened against him by the
Kyiv Procurator’s Office to the Procurator
General’s Office, RFE/RL’s Ukrainian
Service reported on January 30. Kyiv’s
prosecutor charged Mr. Lutsenko with the
“infliction of slight injuries” on Kyiv
Mayor Leonid Chernovetskyi during a
meeting of the National Security and
Defense Council. Mr. Lutsenko claims
that the criminal case against him was
opened without sufficient evidence and
that the decision to open a case takes into
account only Mr. Chernovetskyi’s version
of the incident. (RFE/RL Newsline)
Poland accuses Russia of blackmail
WASHINGTON – In an apparent allusion to Russia, Polish Foreign Minister
Radoslaw Sikorski said in Washington on
January 31 that his country “has come
under political pressure and has even been
blackmailed by some of our neighbors
who fiercely oppose” the proposed U.S.
missile-defense project, news agencies
reported. That missile defense entails
locating 10 interceptors in Poland and a
radar site in the Czech Republic. Mr.
Sikorski did not elaborate, but in June
President Vladimir Putin and First Deputy
Prime Minister Sergei Ivanov threatened
to target European sites with missiles if
the United States goes ahead with the program. Mr. Ivanov and Lt. Gen. Vladimir
Shamanov, who heads the General Staff’s
training department, more recently linked
missile defense to the unspecified military
role of the Kaliningrad Oblast, from
which tactical ballistic missiles could
reach Poland. But, also in recent weeks,
Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrov and the
state-run media praised the government of
Prime Minister Donald Tusk for being
willing to discuss missile defense with
Moscow. On January 31 Mr. Sikorski
appeared to dismiss Russian concerns,
suggesting that Moscow is being as unreasonable as a neighbor who asks one to dismantle one’s satellite dish on the grounds
that it could make him sick. He added:
“you and I know, a dish does not make
you sick. The question is: What can we do
together to address an unreasonable neighbor?” Mr. Sikorski, who previously called
for the United States to provide Patriot
missiles to Poland if it accepts the interceptors, suggested that Poland would like
to host a major NATO military installation
(Continued on page 15)
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as well. It is not clear if he raised that idea
in his recent talks with Mr. Lavrov.
(RFE/RL Newsline)
Journalist granted asylum in Ukraine
MOSCOW – Aleksandr Kosvintsev, a
journalist from Kemerovo, Siberia, in the
Russian Federation, has been granted
political asylum in Ukraine, RFE/RL’s
Russian Service and other Russian media
reported on February 4. He applied for
asylum in February 2007, saying that he
had become a target of law-enforcement
officials after a series of publications critical of Kemerovo Oblast Governor Aman

Tuleyev. In addition to being editor of
Rossiisky Reportyor, Mr. Kosvinstev was
an activist with the opposition United
Civic Front. He also worked for the
national newspaper Novaya Gazeta. He is
now working as editor-in-chief of the
Ukrainian daily Vecherniye Vesti. Mr.
Kosvintsev told RFE/RL that he had been
threatened by security personnel, who
warned him that he could be beaten or that
a false case of narcotics possession could
be engineered against him. “I think a journalist is always in a minefield,” he said.
“Therefore, he can never feel completely
safe and it is necessary to take precautions. But I have felt much better since last
February when I applied [for asylum] and
I received powerful support in the mass
media.” (RFE/RL Newsline)

Israel acknowledges Ukraine’s right
to Schulz frescos from Drohobych
Ukrinform

KYIV – Ukraine and Israel have drafted a bilateral agreement to finally settle
the conflict over wall paintings by Bruno
Schulz from Drohobych, Ukraine, it was
reported on January 16.
The frescos were uncovered in early
2001 in the apartment of the Kaliuzhny
family in Drohobych in western Ukraine.
In May 2001 a part of the work was
secretly taken from Ukraine to
Jerusalem’s Yad Vashem museum dedicated to the remembrance of the
Holocaust.
The Ukrainian negotiating team,
which recently visited Jerusalem, included Vladyslav Kornienko, chairman of the
state service for the transfer of cultural
values; Volodymyr Ilarionov, first secretary of Ukraine’s Embassy in Israel; and
Zynovii Bervetsky, director of the
Drohobychyna museum.
In the course of their talks with Yad
Vashem officials, the Ukrainian delegation agreed on a draft bilateral agreement
in keeping with which Ukraine grants a

free legal permit to Israel for the use of
the Schulz frescos in the course of 20
years. In turn, Yad Vashem agreed to call
the frescos the property and a part of the
national and cultural heritage of Ukraine.
An agreement to this effect is to be
signed soon to put a stop to the sevenyear debate.
Schulz, a Polish painter of Jewish origin, during the last years of his life in
Drohobych painted the walls of a child’s
room in the house of Felix Landau, the
local Gestapo chief. The artist was shot
dead by Nazis in the streets of the occupied city on November 19, 1942.
In all, four paintings by Schulz were
found in the room. Later, with the assistance of Polish experts, an assessment of
the paintings was made, and an official
document was drawn up stating that the
frescos are a monument of national significance and have cultural value.
Schulz was born in Drohobych on July
12, 1892. In 1938 he was decorated by
the Polish Academy of Literature. He
worked as an art teacher at a Drohobych
school.

Helen Slovik
November 13, 1926 – January 25, 2008

The Executive Committee of the Ukrainian National
Association regrets to announce to the members of the
General Assembly, to members of UNA Branch 7 and to
the UNA membership at large that Helen Slovik died
January 25, 2008. Mrs. Slovik held the position of branch
secretary for over 54 years.
The Executive Committee and the entire UNA membership
wish to express their deepest sympathy to her husband
Adolf, children Daniel, Robert, William, Christine and their
families, and the entire Slovik family. Mrs. Slovik will be
remembered for her loyalty, dedication and many, many
years of service to the UNA.

ічна її память

DEATH ANNOUNCEMENTS
Deadline: Tuesday noon before the newspaper’s date of issue.
Rate: $7.50 per column-inch.
Telephone, (973) 292-9800, ext. 3040; e-mail, adsukrpubl@att.net.
Please include the daytime phone number of a contact person.
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The UKRAINIAN CONGRESS COMMITTEE OF AMERICA
regrets to inform
the UCCA membership and the entire Ukrainian community,
that on Wednesday, January 30, 2008,

Ambassador Lev E. Dobriansky
Former President of the Ukrainian
Congress Committee of America;
Professor Emeritus of Georgetown University;
Former U.S. Ambassador to the Bahamas;
Former Chairman of the Captive Nations Committee;
Honorary Chairman of the Victims of Communism
Memorial Foundation; and,
a great son of Ukraine,
passed away in his 89th year of life.
We send our heartfelt condolences to
Ambassador Dobriansky’s wife and family!

MAY HIS MEMORY BE ETERNAL!
UCCA EXECUTIVE BOARD
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Trans-Black Sea...
(Continued from page 2)
ally counterproductive. The same risk
arises from uncoordinated moves by either
group of transport planners on the one
hand and the gas producers in Azerbaijan
and Turkmenistan on the other hand.
Originally a Georgian initiative, the
London-based project has resulted in an
engineering blueprint for the seabed section, which is the most challenging on the
proposed pipeline route. White Stream
envisages transporting Caspian gas – from
Azerbaijan in the first stage and
Turkmenistan in the second – through a
pipeline that would branch off in Georgia
from the Baku-Tbilisi-Erzurum gas export
pipeline. This would become feasible once
the second phase of field development
reaches full volume at Azerbaijan’s ShahDeniz field. The Georgian pipeline section
would run overland for approximately 100
kilometers, from a point west of Borjomi
to the Black Sea coast near Supsa.
From there, the pipeline is projected to
run some 650 kilometers in ultra-deep
waters to Ukraine’s Crimean shore near
Feodosia, then cross the Crimean peninsula for some 250 kilometers, with two continuation options possible: either connecting with Ukraine’s mainland pipeline system, or continuing on the seabed to the
Romanian coast for 300 kilometers in
shallow waters.
Several European engineers who had
formerly worked for the Italian
ENI/Saipem on the construction of the
world’s deepest seabed pipeline, Blue
Stream, are said to be participating in
GUEU’s White Stream project. White
Stream’s deep-water construction would
benefit from the technical experience
gained when laying the ENI-Gazprom
Blue Stream seabed line from Russia to
Turkey. The White Stream project envisages using a J-lay barge of the same type
as that used by ENI/Saipem, which was
key to that technological accomplishment.
Ukraine is as indispensable as Georgia
to this project. Prime Minister
Tymoshenko outlined a Ukrainian vision
of White Stream in Brussels to European

Commission President Manuel Barroso
and other top EU officials, and at a hearing in the European Parliament. Noting
with concern that several pipelines currently under construction would increase
the EU’s supply-dependence and pricedependence on Russia, Ms. Tymoshenko
called for direct EU involvement in construction of oil and gas corridors via the
Caspian and Black seas directly to
Europe.
Ms. Tymoshenko underscored that this
concept is closely interrelated with
Ukraine’s goal to import oil and gas
directly from Kazakhstan and
Turkmenistan and provide transit for these
commodities to EU territory. The transBlack Sea pipeline would be key to
Ukraine’s goal to cut dependence on
Gazprom and its notorious intermediary
RosUkrEnergo, she told the EU leaders.
She urged them to proceed with the necessary investment decisions now, rather than
waiting for “another 20 years.”
Ukraine can offer the spare capacity of
its transit pipelines, which already are
under-loaded and will be substantially
underutilized if Russia carries out its plans
to reroute large gas export volumes from
Ukrainian to other pipeline routes.
Given the latest Russian-inflicted setbacks to the EU’s Nabucco project, Prime
Minister Tymoshenko in Brussels portrayed the Ukrainian concept of White
Stream as a possible alternative to
Nabucco. Such a conclusion is premature,
however.
Nabucco and the two dovetailing versions of White Stream are all necessary in
order to stimulate Western investment in
extraction in the Central Asian upstream
as well as acceleration of production in
Azerbaijan. Absent these transport options
and the markets along their routes,
Caspian gas production growth would
slow down; and existing Russian pipelines
would absorb growing volumes of that
production, to the economic and strategic
detriment of Europe.
Sources: Interfax-Ukraine, UNIAN,
January 27-30; see Eurasia Daily
Monitor, December 7, 2006, October 12,
2007.
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St. Josaphat School...
(Continued from page 5)
focused on a defined dollar amount, and
nothing else,” Ms. Popadiuk commented
to The Weekly on January 30.
She said the school’s anniversary celebration in November 2007, “a celebration
of a proud 60-year history of excellence in
education,” was attended by over 500 people, adding that “students delivered a
beautiful program which demonstrated
their and the faculty’s dedication to the
school.”
However, the eparchy’s letter to parents,
students and others saw things differently.
“Even the celebration of the 60th anniversary of the school you could easily call a
‘successful’ failure,” it noted. “Of the 1,566
invitations sent out with return stamped and
addressed envelopes, 1,100 addressees
totally ignored the invitation and did not
even have the courtesy of responding. Of
these 1,100 most are alumni of the school
and even parishioners of Ukrainian
Catholic parishes in the Parma area.”
Ms. Karmazyn said the celebration was
“a feel-good event that any healthy, positive and forward-looking organization
could claim as a success. Alumni and former students came in from Maryland,
Michigan, Florida and Arizona, among
other places, to be a part of the festivities.
Alumni from Georgia, Washington, D.C.,
Michigan, Minnesota, Mississippi, New
Jersey, New York, Pennsylvania and
Virginia conveyed their support from a
distance joining our local community in
spirit.”
“Among our volunteer parent group
working to save the school we felt really
pleased with the feedback we received
from those in attendance, and very pleased
and grateful that the community had supported the 60th anniversary banquet of
November 10 to the tune of 500 attendees
and netting $70,000,” she continued.
“This was not a ‘successful failure’ as the
eparchy letter suggests, it was a validation
by the community that the last 60 years
were important and that the future of the
school is important.”
Furthermore, Ms. Karmazyn said, the
event “generated enthusiasm, it raised
friends and dollars, and it suggested to
parent volunteer planners that we had a
good basis upon which to launch an annual fund drive for operating dollars. This
had never been done before at the school.
… Plus, parent and community volunteers
were working on a comprehensive accurate alumni list that would only grow our

circle of potential supporters.”
Thus, she said, “Many plans were
beginning to gel that we believed would
stabilize and ultimately advance the
school’s position. We just needed time and
we needed all internal stakeholders [parents of schoolchildren] to take ownership
in saving the school.”
“Time to decide what’s important…”
Matthew Zappernick, whose daughters
Natalia and Lesya are in the sixth and
third grades, respectively, noted that St.
Josaphat School’s closing will have a
“lasting impact” that will affect not only
the current students and their parents, but
generations to come. Mr. Zappernick and
his wife, Nadia, who graduated from St.
Josaphat in 1979, are also the parents of a
third daughter, Taissa, who graduated last
year.
In a January 25 e-mail message circulated to members of the Ukrainian community who have ties to the Cleveland
area, Mr. Zappernick wrote, in part:
“I don’t often comment on issues or
events in the community, but I feel this is
important. There are times when a group
of people is confronted with an event that
has a lasting impact on them and the generations that follow. I feel that this is such
an event.
“There was a group of parents that have
worked diligently and tirelessly to avoid
what has finally transpired, and I personally want to thank them for all their hard
work. At a time when people are worried
about the commitment of our generation,
it is apparent that there are individuals
who understand how important our institutions are to our community. Still, this
event has happened on our watch and I am
personally distressed that I will have to
answer to the next generation when they
ask, ‘What did you do to try and stop the
school from closing?’
“It seems by this letter [the eparchy’s
announcement] that we have lost our
school and it is not up for any further discussion. I don’t know if that is true, but I
hope it is not. There have been many
times in history that things have seemed
lost and people have dug deep in their
souls and mustered the will to change
what seemed inevitable. This may or may
not be one of those times. I don’t know
what the future holds in this case, but I do
know if we as a community do not let this
serve as a wake up call, this will not be the
last institution we let slip away. It is time
for all of us to dig deep and decide what is
important to us. …”

DISTRICT COMMITTEE OF UNA BRANCHES OF DETROIT, MI

WWW.KUNCIOORTHODONTICS.COM

announces that its

BAYSIDE • UPPER WEST SIDE • TRIBECA

ANNUAL DISTRICT COMMITTEE MEETING

718-352-1361

212-874-0030

212-732-2200

will be held on
Sunday, March 2, 2008 at 1:00 PM
At the Ukrainian Cultural Center
26601 Ryan Rd., Warren, MI
Obligated to attend the annual meeting as voting members are District Committee
Officers, Convention Delegates and two delegates from the following Branches:
20, 82, 94, 165, 174, 175, 292, 341
All UNA members are welcome as guests at the meeting
Meeting will be attended by:
Anatole Doroshenko – Honorary Member of the UNA General Assembly
DISTRICT COMMITTEE
Dr. Alexander Serafyn, District Chairman
Roman Lazarchuk, Secretary
Michael Shumylo, Treasurer
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Ukrainian minister...
(Continued from page 2)
of corruption and a lack of professionalism leveled
against him by Prime Minister Yanukovych’s coalition –
accusations he denied. Mr. Lutsenko returned to the post
of internal affairs minister this past December, when Ms.
Tymoshenko once again became prime minister.
In 2007 Mr. Lutsenko was widely viewed as the main
rival of Mr. Chernovetskyi in a possible early mayoral
election in Kyiv; hence, their personal enmity. Mr.
Lutsenko on many occasions accused Mr. Chernovetskyi
of abusing land resources in Kyiv, buying votes in the
2006 mayoral election, and drug abuse. Mr.
Chernovetskyi denied all the accusations. Mr. Lutsenko
was not the only individual to make those accusations,
but no official charges were brought against Mr.
Chernovetskyi.
Mr. Lutsenko has had problems with the law himself.
He was accused of illegally giving pistols as presents to
“Orange Revolution heroes” while he was internal affairs
minister, and of holding an Israeli passport (dual citizenship is forbidden in Ukraine). Mr. Lutsenko won these
respective court cases. He also was accused by his rivals
of using government aircraft for private purposes, and of
lobbying to secure a contract for his wife’s employer to
sell communication services to the police. Mr. Lutsenko
denied those accusations.
Ukrainians expect higher moral standards from their
politicians, according to a popular opinion poll conducted
among Kyiv residents by the Razumkov Center. The
opinions of 15 percent of them about Minister Lutsenko
changed for the better after the scandal, but 23 percent
were bitterly disappointed. Mayor Chernovetskyi’s popularity suffered even more: 4 percent said they now think
better of Mr. Chernovetskyi, and 33 percent think worse.
The same poll showed that 70 percent of Kyiv residents
believe that Mr. Chernovetskyi is involved in illegal
operations with public land resources.
Sources: Interfax-Ukraine, January 18, 21-25;
Channel 5, January 19; Zerkalo Nedeli, January 26;
Kommersant-Ukraine, Gazeta po-Kievski, January 28.
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Chuma-Bitcon inducted into Hunter College Athletic Hall of Fame
NEW YORK – Vera Chuma-Bitcon was inducted into the Hunter College Athletic Hall of Fame
at the 25th anniversary awards banquet at the New
York City college on October 20, 2007.
Ms. Chuma-Bitcon was a four-year member and
team captain of the Hunter College cross country
and track and field team. Throughout her years at
Hunter, she specialized in the middle distances,
from the 400 to 1,500-meter events, and won
numerous MVP and MIP awards. She also was one
of the team’s top runners in cross country.
In 1982 she was chosen as the Hunter College
Scholar-Athlete of the Year. She became an
NCAA All-American in 1982 as a member of the
4x400-meter relay team and finished in the top 10
in the 800 meters at the national NCAA championships.
Ms. Chuma-Bitcon still holds the school
records in several events. After graduation, she
remained a competitive runner successfully competing in the local road racing circuit.
Ms. Chuma-Bitcon grew up as an active member of the Ukrainian community in New York
City. She was a longtime student of Roma PrymaBohachevsky’s school of ballet and Ukrainian
dance and Lidia Krushelnycky’s drama studio, and
a member of Bohdanna Wolansky’s vocal ensemble Promin. She remains an active member of
Plast Ukrainian Scouting Organization and is a
member of the Plast sorority “Spartanky.”
An American Society for Clinical Pathology
board-certified medical technologist with over 20
years of experience in the medical diagnostic
industry, Ms. Chuma-Bitcon is currently the global marketing manager for the immunoassay business at Siemens Healthcare Diagnostics, the
worldwide leader in the medical diagnostic industry.
Ms. Chuma-Bitcon resides in Wayne, N.J., with
her husband, Dan, and daughter, Stephanie.

Vera Chuma-Bitcon with her former coach at Hunter
College, Dan Sullivan, who inducted her into the school’s
Athletic Hall of Fame.
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COMMUNITY CHRONICLE

Southwest Florida commemorates events of January 22, 1918-1919
NORTH PORT, Fla. – The Ukrainian
community of Southwest Florida held a
special program on January 20 to commemorate the unification of Ukrainian
lands into one Ukrainian National
Republic which took place on January
22, 1919, one year after Ukraine’s
proclamation of independence on
January 22, 1918.
The program opened with the
American anthem, sung by Christyna
Sheldon, accompanied by Iraida
Cherniak. Daria Tomashosky, president
of the coordination committee, briefly
related the historic significance of the
January 22 date. The combined community choir, directed by Lubow Ingram
and accompanied by Orestes Lazor, performed three Ukrainian songs.
A dramatic reading based on the historic events was presented by Olena

Lugar resolution...
(Continued from page 3)
NATO membership motivates emerging
democracies to make important advances
in areas such as the rule of law and civil
society. A closer relationship with NATO
will promote these values and contribute
to our mutual security.”
He continued by noting that both
Georgia and Ukraine “have significant
amounts of work to accomplish before
they can be offered NATO membership,”
explaining that a MAP is “a guide, not an
endorsement to NATO membership.”
Sen. Lugar said: “I am confident that
Presidents [Mikheil] Saakashvilli and
[Viktor] Yushchenko understand that
NATO membership will not be possible
without the support of their respective
electorates. In Georgia the issue was put
to a referendum earlier this month and
76.22 percent of voters supported NATO
membership. Ukrainian leaders have identified the need for a national referendum
on this important issue in the future.”
He concluded by asking his colleagues
in the Senate to support Resolution 439
because “it sends a strong message to the
administration, our NATO allies, as well
as to the people of Georgia and Ukraine
that we are prepared to work closely with
each to contribute to the strengthening of
peace and security in Europe and Eurasia.”
On February 4 Sen. George V.
Voinovich (R-Ohio) signed on as a cosponsor of the resolution. He stated: “If
Ukraine and Georgia are ready to work
toward membership, then I believe NATO
should act now to put them on the track
for membership. These countries know
the meaning of oppression and the importance of democracy, and I believe they
can make an important contribution to our
alliance.”
In addition, Sen. Voinovich sent a letter
to Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice,
encouraging her to use her influence to
convince NATO members to offer MAP
status to Ukraine and Georgia.
Hartford CT Annual Meeting of
UNA Branch 277 St John Society
will be held on Saturday, March 15,
2008, at 2:00PM at the Ukrainian
National Home of Hartford, 961
Wethersfield Avenue, Hartford CT.
For more information,
please contact Myron Kuzio,
Branch 277 Financial Secretary
at 860-633-1172.

Ruzaykyna, a teacher from Feodosia,
Crimea. The text was enriched by poems
of outstanding Ukrainian writers, recited
by young people who recently emigrated
from different regions of Ukraine. This
underlined the symbolic meaning of the
unification of Ukrainian lands.
Reciting poetry were Olena
Kryvenok of Kirovohrad, Irena
Zyznomyrsky of Lviv, Marta Klisinska
of Zolochiv and Ruslana Borysenko of
Vinnytsia. Also taking part were Olia
Kiosak of Odesa and her 7-year-old
daughter Laura who performed “Song
of Ukraine.”
The great success of this event was
due in large part to the hard work of the
commemoration committee: Nancy
Wozny, Iwanna Holowaty, Halyna
Korol, Halia Lisnychy and Klara
Szpiczka.

Participants of Southwest Florida’s commemorative program marking the historic
dates of January 22, 1918 and 1919.

Caroling tradition continues in New York City

Eva Yaremchuk

NEW YORK – During the Christmas season in the Big Apple it was not unusual to see groups of “koliadnyky,” or carolers, in
the Ukrainian section of the East Village. Above, a group of cub scouts (“novachky”) from Plast Ukrainian Scouting
Organization with their counselors ran into a group from Branch 125 of the Ukrainian National Women’s League of America.
Note the traditional “zvizda,” or star, carried by the little carolers.
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OUT AND ABOUT
Through March 9
New York

Art exhibit, featuring Adriana Farmiga, La
Mama Galleria, 212-505-2476 or
LaMamaGalleria@gmail.com

February 14
Stanford, CA

Lecture by Vyacheslav Ageyev,
“Globalization Challenges and New Religious
Answer,” Stanford University,
650-725-8936

February 16
New York

Lecture by Halyna Lemekh, “The New
Stream of Ukrainian Immigrants to
America: Theories and Reality,”
Shevchenko Scientific Society,
212-254-5130

February 16, 23
Buffalo, NY

Pysanka course, Ukrainian National
Women’s League of America Branch 97, St.
Nicholas Ukrainian Catholic Church,
716-674-5185

February 17-March 2
Toronto

Art exhibit with works by Kateryna and
Volodymyr Nemyra, Canadian Ukrainian Art
Foundation Gallery, 416-766-6802

February 19
Washington

Lecture by Adriana Helbig, “’Make Me a
Hip, Make Me a Hop’: Afro-American Music,
African Migration and Class Identity in
Ukraine,” Kennan Institute, 202-691-4100

February 22-24
Lehighton, PA

Ski and snowboarding trip, Ukrainian
Homestead, 267-357-9114 or
ukiechic101@earthlink.net

February 23
New York

Wladimir Klitschko vs. Sultan Ibragimov
unification title bout, Madison Square
Garden, 732-921-8862 or 732-921-3415

February 23
New York

Lecture by George Gajecki, “The
Historiosophic Views of Ukraine’s Ancient
History in the paintings of Petro Andrusiv,”
Shevchenko Scientific Society,
212-254-5130

February 24
St. Catharines, ON

“Nelehalka” by Ukrainian Drama Theater
“Zahrava,” Ukrainian Black Sea Hall,
416-246-0972

Entries in “Out and About” are listed free of charge. Priority is given to
events advertised in The Ukrainian Weekly. However, we also welcome
submissions from all our readers. Items will be published at the discretion
of the editors and as space allows; photos will be considered. Please note:
items will be printed a maximum of two times each. Please send e-mail to
mdubas@ukrweekly.com.

AN OPEN INVITATION
TO LOCAL COMMUNITY ACTIVISTS
Would you like fellow Ukrainians to know about events in your community?
Would you like to become one of The Ukrainian Weekly’s correspondents?
Then what are you waiting for?
The Ukrainian Weekly welcomes submissions
from local community activists.
You may reach The Weekly by phone,
(973) 292-9800; fax, (973) 644-9510;
e-mail, staff@ukrweekly.com;
or mail, 2200 Route 10, P.O. Box 280,
Parsippany, NJ 07054.

UNA SENIORS’ CONFERENCE
Sunday, June 8-13, 2008 – Senior Citizens’ Week

SOYUZIVKA
Ladies and Gentlemen! 2008 is here.
I wish you good health, good spirits and invite you to visit SOYUZIVKA!
On behalf of the UNA Seniors’ Club, I would like to invite all seniors to participate in our
annual UNA Seniors’ Club Week which will be held from Sunday, June 8 to Friday,
June 13, 2008. For your general information the Seniors’ Club was organized over 30
years ago. The purpose of the UNA seniors is to support UNA endeavors, to preserve
and cultivate Ukrainian heritage, promote unity within the community, develop social
activities and maintain Ukrainian community life in America where we must concentrate
on maintaining our Ukrainian community. There is much that can be done. We will try to
make the week interesting and fun. Last year we had over 100 participants, 10 interesting speakers, entertainment in the evenings and fun was had by all. This year again,
we have an interesting program scheduled and hope that you will be able to join us for
an interesting, inexpensive weekend. SAVE these days for the Seniors’ Week. Follow
the press for further information.

Make your reservations for the UNA Seniors’ Conference which will be held at our
mountain resort SOYUZIVKA, beginning Sunday, June 8th, starting with wine and
cheese through Friday, June 13th brunch. Registration: Sunday and Monday morning.
All inclusive 5 nights, all meals, banquet, taxes and gratuities included, entertainment
and special speakers.
UNA members
Single occupancy $425 – double $355 pp / Per night - Single $100– Double $82 pp
Non UNA members
Single occupancy $475- double $373 pp / Per night – Single $110– Double $90 pp

BANQUET AND ENTERTAINMENT only $35 pp
Call SOYUZIVKA Tel: 845 626-5641 and register early. Limited space available.
Contact local senior clubs and organize a bus from your area.
For further information please call Oksana Trytjak, Tel: 973 292-9800 X 3071
Senior Citizens’ Week is :
FUN, AFFORDABLE AND INTERESTING
WE WELCOME GUESTS! COME ONE COME ALL!
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Ukrainians of Greater Philadelphia
to host UCU Rector Gudziak
PHILADEPHIA – On Sunday, March
30, at 4 p.m., the Ukrainian community
of Greater Philadelphia will host a benefit luncheon at which Father Borys
Gudziak, Ph.D., rector of the Ukrainian
Catholic University (UCU) in Liviv, will
be the guest speaker. The luncheon will
be held at the Ukrainian Educational and
Cultural Center in Jenkintown, Pa.
Father Gudziak, who holds a doctorate
from Harvard University, has shown dedicated leadership in the revitalization of
the Church in Ukraine. As rector, he has
stated that the Ukrainian Catholic
University intends to be a beacon for
Ukraine’s future leaders. “We will strive
to be guiding moral lights in Ukraine... If
this university is average it will not be
needed. It is our goal to produce unique
individuals.”
As the only Catholic university in the
former Soviet Union, UCU has become a
venerable center of Christian higher education and spirituality in Eastern Europe.
In the short time since its revival in Lviv,
the university has gained worldwide
recognition for academic excellence and
achieved national accreditation.

Many Church and lay dignitaries have
visited the university, among them Pope
John Paul II; Cardinal Walter Casper,
president of the Pontifical Council for
Promoting Christian Unity; Cardinal
Zenon Grocholewski, head of the
Congregation of Catholic Education;
Cardinal Francis George, archbishop of
Chicago; First Lady Kateryna
Yushchenko of Ukraine; as well as
ambassadors of the United States and
various European countries, renowned
scholars, politicians and celebrities.
A score of UCU’s recent graduates
have been accepted for post-graduate
studies in leading universities and have
been awarded prestigious scholarships
for study abroad, including at Oxford,
Berkeley and Leuven universities.
Numerous UCU graduates now serve the
Church, both at home and abroad, and
work in various branches of the
Ukrainian government.
The March 30 luncheon provides an
excellent opportunity for members of the
Ukrainian American community to support UCU and make a positive impact on
the future of Ukraine.

THE UKRAINIAN WEEKLY
Visit our archive on the Internet at: http://www.ukrweekly.com/

Got a group? Need The Weekly?
Call our subscription department to find out how you may qualify
for a group discount on your Weekly subscriptions. (973) 292-9800 ext. 3042

Sen. George V. Voinovich (third from right) meets with Ohio’s Ukrainian community leaders on January 25: (from left) Lydia Bazarko, Andrew Fedynsky,
Wasyl Liscynesky, Andriy Futey and Taras G. Szmagala.

Sen. Voinovich...
(Continued from page 6)
peasants from fleeing those regions stricken by famine. It was a state organized program of mass starvation against the nation
of Ukraine as a whole and the revived
Ukrainian nationalism. It had been inflicted
on them deliberately to punish Ukraine and
destroy the basis of its nationhood.
The Famine-Genocide of the
Holodomor [sic] resulted in the tragic and
unforgettable loss of millions of Ukrainian
lives. Nevertheless, the Stalinist regime
denied reports of mass deaths and forbade
travel to the area to deter foreign journalists
from reporting on these terrible crimes. In
fact, these horrible crimes remained largely
unknown to the broader world for decades
as a result of the denials and cover-ups of

the Soviet authorities and their refusal of
offers of international aid.
Through its determination to remember
the victims of the Famine and Soviet
oppression, the Ukrainian American community has helped to bring these events to
light. Their efforts have helped to give a
voice to the millions of people who suffered, starved and died as a result of a
flawed policy and authoritarian regime.
On the 75th anniversary of the
Ukrainian Famine-Genocide, we must continue the important work of the Ukrainian
American community by remembering the
cruel injustices suffered by the Ukrainian
people during that part of history. By so
doing, we are not only honoring the millions of victims of this oppression, but we
are helping to prevent a tragedy like this
from happening again in the future.
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UKE LODEON
FOR THE NEXT GENERATION

Plast members in D.C. gather for annual “Svichechka”
WASHINGTON – The
Washington, D.C., branch of Plast
Ukrainian Scouting Organization
held its traditional Christmas season “Svichechka” on January 12.
With all present holding vigil candles symbolizing peace, love and
unity, the entire Plast family sang
Christmas carols, or “koliady,”
recited greetings, or “vinshuvannia,” and received golden walnuts
symbolizing hope and prosperity for
the upcoming new year.
A spiritual connection was maintained with the Plast members’
brothers and sisters in Ukraine.
The “yunaky” (boys age 11-17)
recited historic vinshuvannia written by Ivan Franko and sent by
Plast member Dmytro Kolesnyk
from Donetsk. The youngest novat-

stvo (cub scouts) cheerfully recited
a humorous vinshuvannia received
from the Flit band of IvanoFrankivsk.
The most moving moment was
the Washington branch learning
and singing, accompanied by guitars, the song “Pisnia Vohniu
Myru” composed by Lviv Plast
member Solomiya Keyvan. “Vohon
Myru” – the Bethlehem Flame of
Peace – is carried annually from
Bethlehem, the birthplace of Jesus,
and distributed by scouts throughout the world to churches, hospitals
and orphanages in many countries,
including Ukraine, where members
of Plast participate in the tradition.
Also known as the Bethlehem
Peace Light, it promotes the ideal of
global peace.

St. Nicholas visits Hillside, N.J., parish
HILLSIDE, N.J. – St. Nicholas
was passing through Union County,
N.J., on Sunday, December 9, and
decided to visit the children and
adults at Immaculate Conception
Ukrainian Catholic Parish in
Hillside.
In honor of St. Nicholas, several
children and adults presented a
bilingual holiday entertainment
program. Performances included:
carols, or “koliady,” by the Parish
Children’s Choir (Sonya Khedr,
Julia Pelesz, Julianna and Ariana
Shatynski, Sophika and Ariadna
Stockert); a tap dance to the tune of
“Santa Claus is Coming to Town

(Sonya Khedr); “vinshuvannia”
(Christmas greetings), as well as
poems and carols (Sofia, Maria and
John Soroka); and harp music and
songs of the season (Tom, Odarka,
Sophika and Ariadna Stockert).
Mike Szpyhulsky served as
emcee, while John Szpyhulsky was
the liaison to St. Nicholas. Sonya
Khedr, Julia Pelesz, Julianna and
Ariana Shatynski, and Sophika and
Ariadna Stockert served as “angel
helpers” to St. Nicholas.
Hillside’s pastor, Father Joe
Szupa, and assistant pastor, Father
Vasyl Vladyka, were present to lead
the group in prayer and koliady.

The Hillside parish Children’s Choir, under the direction of Christine Khedr,
performs carols and a special song written specifically for the parish’s 50th
anniversary.

The “yunachky” (teen girls) of Plast holding “svichechky” (candles) symbolizing unity with Ukraine during Christmastime.

Mishanyna
The year 2008 will mark the 95th anniversary of the death of
one of Ukraine’s most beloved writers, Lesia Ukrayinka (18711913). In her honor, this week’s Mishanyna features the titles of
some her most famous works – poems, dramatic poems and dramas. Find the capitalized portions of the titles listed below in
the Mishanyna grid.
BLAKYTNA Troyanda
BOYARYNIA
KAMINNYI Hospodar
KASSANDRA

KONVALIYA
SAFO
LISOVA PISNIA U KATAKOMBAKH
NADIYA
Vavylonskyi POLON
ODERZHYMA

UKELODEON is published on the second Sunday of every month. To make it
into our next issue, dated March 9, please send in your materials by March 1.
Call us at 973-292-9800; or send e-mail to staff@ukrweekly.com.
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PREVIEW OF EVENTS
Saturday, February 16
NEW YORK: The Shevchenko Scientific
Society invites all to a lecture by Dr.
Halyna Lemekh titled “The New Stream
of Ukrainian Immigrants to America:
Theories and Reality.” The lecture will
take place at the society’s building, 63
Fourth Ave. (between Ninth and 10th
streets) at 5 p.m. For additional information call 212-254-5130.
Sunday, February 17
NEW YORK: The Ukrainian Academy of
Art and Sciences in New York will host a
lecture by Volodymyr Morenets, literary
scholar and critic from the National
University of Kyiv Mohyla Academy and
currently a Fulbright Scholar at Columbia
University. His lecture, “New Lyric Poetry
of Taras Fedyuk, Winner of the Taras
Shevchenko Prize for Literature,” will be
held in the academy’s building, 206 W.

100th St., at 3 p.m. For more information
contact the academy, 212-222-1866.
Sunday, March 30
JENKINTOWN, Pa.: A presentation and
luncheon for the Ukrainian Catholic
University will be held at 4 p.m. at the
Ukrainian Educational and Cultural
Center, 700 Cedar Road, Jenkintown, PA
19046. Tickets to the event cost $40;
donations are also welcome. All proceeds
from the luncheon will go to support the
Ukrainian Catholic University. To purchase tickets, please send a check to:
Philadelphia Friends of the Ukrainian
Catholic University, P. O. Box 19,
Huntingdon Valley, PA 19006. For more
information call 773-235-8462. All friends
and supporters of the Ukrainian Catholic
University and the Ukrainian Catholic
Education Foundation, along with all other
interested persons are invited to this event.
Organizations are also most welcome.

PREVIEW OF EVENTS GUIDELINES:
Preview of Events is a listing of Ukrainian community events open to the public.
It is a service provided at minimal cost ($20 per submission) by The Ukrainian
Weekly to the Ukrainian community.
To have an event listed in Preview of Events please send information, in English,
written in Preview format, i.e., in a brief paragraph that includes the date, place,
type of event, sponsor, admission, full names of persons and/or organizations
involved, and a phone number to be published for readers who may require additional information. Items should be no more than 100 words long.
Information should be sent to: Preview of Events, The Ukrainian Weekly, 2200
Route 10, P.O. Box 280, Parsippany, NJ 07054; fax, 973-644-9510; e-mail,
preview@ukrweekly.com.

Attention Debutante Ball
Organizers!
Being Ukrainian means:
❏ Malanka in January.
❏ Debs in February.
❏ Sviato Vesny/Zlet in May.
❏ Wedding of your roommate in June.
❏ Tabir in July.
❏ Volleyball at Wildwood in August.
❏ Labor Day at Soyuzivka in September.
❏ Koliada in December.
If you checked off more than one of the above,
then you know what you’re doing to your brain cells.
Now, how about doing something for your mind?

Subscribe to The Ukrainian Weekly.

SUBSCRIPTION
NAME: __________________________________________________________________________________
NAME: (please type or print)
ADDRESS: ___________________________________________________________________________________
CITY: _______________________________________________ STATE: _________ ZIP CODE: _____________
PHONE (optional) ____________________________

❏ UNA member subscription price — $45.00/yr.

❏ Non-member subscription price — $55.00/yr.

UNA Branch number ______________________
Mail to: Subscription Department, The Ukrainian Weekly, 2200 Route 10, P.O. Box 280, Parsippany, NJ 07054

As in the past, The Ukrainian Weekly
will publish a special section
devoted to the Ukrainian
community’s debutantes.
The 2008 debutante ball section
will be published in March.
The deadline for submission of stories
and photos is February 29.

