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President and prime minister
International Torch Relay strives
clash over State Property Fund to raise awareness of Holodomor
by Illya M. Labunka
Kyiv Press Bureau

KYIV – President Viktor Yushchenko on
April 25 issued a decree suspending a
Cabinet of Ministers resolution of February
6 on the temporary dismissal of State
Property Fund (SPF) head Valentyna
Semeniuk-Samsonenko and the appointment of SPF acting head Andrii Portnov, a
member of the Yulia Tymoshenko Bloc
(YTB).
In turn, Prime Minister Yulia
Tymoshenko instructed the acting head of
the SPF, Mr. Portnov, not to fulfill the presidential decree of April 25 concerning the
SPF leadership and the suspension of the
privatization of the Odesa Portside Plant
(OPP). The controversial order given by
the prime minister to one of her subordinates in contravention of the president’s
directives was the first such instruction
since Ms. Tymoshenko took office as head
of Ukraine’s government in December
2007.
The presidential decree was Mr.
Yushchenko’s third official attempt since
February 7 to quash Ms. Tymoshenko’s
efforts to oust Ms. Semeniuk-Samsonenko
(until her recent marriage known as Ms.
Semeniuk) as head of the country’s privatization agency.
Similarly, the president has repeatedly
attempted to suspend the government’s resolution of February 11, which approved the

terms of sale of 99.52 percent of shares of
the OPP, a major producer and exporter of
ammonia. The president’s latest decree
attempting to halt the privatization of the
OPP was issued on April 15, but Prime
Minister Tymoshenko has openly challenged the president and declared that the
sell-off of the OPP would take place as
early as May 20.
The government has slammed SPF Chair
Semeniuk-Samsonenko for allowing shadow privatization in the past and disrupting
the implementation of this year’s privatization plan, thus embarking on a crusade to
clean house at the fund.
On April 25 Ms. Tymoshenko
announced that on April 17 the
Constitutional Court of Ukraine had rejected the president’s request to consider the
case surrounding Ms. SemeniukSamsonenko’s dismissal by the Cabinet of
Ministers. In addition, on April 24 the Kyiv
District Administrative Court cancelled
President Yushchenko’s decrees that had
suspended the reshuffling of the SPF’s leadership.
“With its ruling of April 24, the District
Administrative Court of Kyiv has ceased
the presidential decrees regarding both Ms.
Semeniuk[-Samsonenko], and the appointment of new heads and deputy heads of the
State Property Fund,” said Ms.
Tymoshenko. The prime minister said the
court ruling was absolutely correct.
(Continued on page 5)

WHO sees public health crisis
in alcohol consumption in Ukraine
by Illya M. Labunka
Kyiv Press Bureau

KYIV – On average, Ukrainians
consume approximately 3.25 gallons of
alcohol per year per person and the
number of individuals with a dependency on beer has increased 10 to 12
times over the course of the last
decade. In light of such figures, the
World Health Organization (WHO) has
called alcoholism “the single greatest
public health crisis in modern
Ukrainian history.”
On April 10 the Ukrainian Institute
of Social Research (UISR) issued the
results of a survey on the health and
behavioral trends among school-aged
children in Ukraine. The survey, published in the form of a report, covered
over 6,000 children (age 11-16) in 335
schools, vocational colleges and universities in 124 cities and 103 villages
in all regions of Ukraine.
The study, sponsored by the United
Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF)

PARSIPPANY,
N.J.
–
The
International Torch Relay – whose goal
is to raise awareness around the globe
about the Holodomor of 1932-1933 –
began its journey in Australia and is now
in Canada.
The relay – an official initiative of the
government of Ukraine and the
Ukrainian World Congress – will travel
to 33 countries.
The torch will be in the United States
on May 4-31, visiting cities that are
home to major Ukrainian American communities, beginning with Seattle on May
4 and then proceeding to San Francisco,
Los Angeles, Salt Lake City, Chicago,
Detroit and Cleveland, followed by
Pittsburgh, Buffalo, Rochester and
Syracuse, N.Y., Hartford, Conn., Boston,
Yonkers, Binghamton and Albany, N.Y.,
South Bound Brook, N.J., New York,
Philadelphia, Baltimore and Washington.
Along the way, the relay will make its
way to three Ukrainian centers of activity over the Memorial Day holiday weekend: the “Pysanyi Kamin” camp of Plast
Ukrainian Scouting Organization in
Middlefield, Ohio (May 24), where the
annual “Sviato Yuriya” camporee will be
taking place; the Ukrainian American
Youth Association “Oselia” in Ellenville,
N.Y. (May 25), where the “Zlet” gathering will be; and Soyuzivka, the
Ukrainian heritage center in Kerhonkson,
N.Y., owned by the Ukrainian National
Association (May 25).
The International Torch Relay began
last month in Australia.
The relay was initiated on April 6 in
Canberra, where the torch was blessed
by local clergy and officially lit by

The torch that is traveling via the
International Torch Relay from Austria
to North and South America, Europe,
Eurasia and Ukraine. The relay aims to
raise global awareness of the Holodomor
of 1932-1933.
Stefan Romaniw, chair of the Ukrainian
World
Congress
International
Coordinating Committee of the 75th
Anniversary of the Holodomor, and
Ambassador of Ukraine Valentyn
Adomaytis. The torch was then passed to
survivors of the Famine-Genocide, and
then on to youth representatives of the
Ukrainian community and Sen. Gary
Humphries of the Australian Parliament.
Among the Australian cities visited by
the International Torch Relay was
(Continued on page 4)

and WHO, showed that approximately
25 percent of teens age 15-16 admitted
drinking alcohol before the age of 13.
Approximately 40 percent of children
age 11-12 also drank alcohol.
A disturbing trend revealed by the
survey suggests that the age at which
children start to consume alcohol and
to smoke cigarettes is decreasing,
while the number of females involved
is increasing.
In addition, among those surveyed
approximately 20 percent of sixthgrade school children and 70 percent of
first-year students of vocational colleges and trade schools reported that
they have been drunk at least once.
Similarly, 35 percent of eighth graders
admitted that they were drunk at least
once, while 53 percent of 10th graders
admitted the same fact.
According to Dr. Serhii Shevchuk,
head of the Health for Everyone
Foundation in Kyiv, approximately
(Continued on page 11)

Ten Members of the Victorian Parliament in Melbourne, Australia, on April 15
joined Ukrainians of Australia in the International Torch Relay event on the
steps of the Parliament.
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ANALYSIS

by Taras Kuzio
Prime Minister Yulia Tymoshenko’s
April 14 speech to the Parliamentary
Council of Europe (PACE), in which she
outlined her support for constitutional
reforms that would transform Ukraine into
a parliamentary republic modeled on
Germany, is both a sign of the growing
frustration inside the Orange coalition and
a warning shot at President Viktor
Yushchenko.
The month of May will see mayoral
elections in Kyiv and Kharkiv that the
Yulia Tymoshenko Bloc (YTB) is likely to
win. In Kharkiv and Kyiv, respectively, the
Party of the Regions (PRU) and proYushchenko mayors were removed from
power on charges of corruption.
Relations between Prime Minister
Tymoshenko and President Yushchenko
have never been good, and their alliance
has always been a matter of convenience
rather than one of ideology. Mr.
Yushchenko was the archetypal establishment official, who faithfully served
President Leonid Kuchma for seven of his
10 years in office. Ms. Tymoshenko was
the self-made businesswoman outsider
who was brought into Mr. Yushchenko’s
2000-2001 government to deal with energy.
Mr.
Yushchenko’s
and
Ms.
Tymoshenko’s ideological outlooks have
always differed radically regarding how
the system that emerged in Ukraine under
the Kuchma administration should be dealt
with. Mr. Yushchenko refused to blame the
head of state (President Kuchma), but
focused all his blame on pro-Kuchma
hardliners in Viktor Medvedchuk’s Social
Democratic Party United – (SDPU). Mr.
Medvedchuk headed the presidential
administration in Mr. Kuchma’s last three
years in office (2001-2004). Ms.
Tymoshenko refused to acknowledge Mr.
Yushchenko’s “good tsar, bad boyars” theory and focused her criticism on both the
tsar and the boyars, calling for President
Kuchma’s impeachment in the
Kuchmagate crisis and trial after he left
office.
A second factor that has remained constant has been Mr. Yushchenko’s indecisiveness. After his government was
removed in April 2001 by a presidentially
instigated no confidence vote, his newly
created Our Ukraine bloc negotiated with
pro-Kuchma centrist parties for a coalition.
The two conditions were Mr.
Yushchenko’s return as prime minister,
based on Our Ukraine having come in first
in the 2002 elections, and the exclusion of
the SDPU from the coalition. These conditions were rejected, and Our Ukraine had
an uneasy relationship with the radical
opposition YTB. The YushchenkoTymoshenko alliance came together in the
2004 elections and Orange Revolution.
In the Yushchenko era the president has
not been able to decide whether to work
for an Orange or a grand coalition, while
being unable to work with either Ms.
Tymoshenko (January to September 2005
and since December 2007) or Party of the
Regions leader Viktor Yanukovych
(August 2006-April 2007) as prime minister.
The president’s legendary indecisiveness has been made doubly worse by
Presidential Secretariat chair Viktor
Baloha, who replaced two earlier heads,
Oleksander Zinchenko (2005) and Oleh
Rybachuk (2005-2006). Mr. Zinchenko
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was head of the 2004 Yushchenko campaign and Mr. Rybachuk is an old banking
associate of Mr. Yushchenko. Both were
removed as presidential advisers in MarchApril as part of Mr. Baloha’s growing control over Mr. Yushchenko.
Mr. Yushchenko and, in particular, Mr.
Baloha have developed a double strategy
against Ms. Tymoshenko that has backfired and led to the May showdown.
First, beginning four days after Ms.
Tymoshenko’s ratification as prime minister by Parliament on December 18, 2007,
the National Security and Defense Council
(NSDC) was being transformed into a
“grand coalition in waiting.” The NSDC is
headed by PRU faction leader Raisa
Bohatyriova with deputies from the
Kuchma camp, Stepan Havrysh, and the
PRU, Kostyantin Gryshchenko.
Second, vitriolic attacks and unconstitutional demands were made daily by the
president and his chief of staff. In Ms.
Tymoshenko’s first 100 days in office,
there were more than 800 such demands –
three times more than those given to the
Yanukovych government. At a March 26
meeting of oblast administration chairs
held in the Crimea, Mr. Baloha distributed
a brochure heavily criticizing the prime
minister.
The attacks and demands were ignored
until the second week of April, as they
brought Ms. Tymoshenko popularity, giving her an image of a government leader
trying to do something positive for the
average Ukrainian but being blocked by
the president. The approval ratings of
President Yushchenko and Our Ukraine
–People’s Self-Defense (OU-PSD) collapsed to 12 percent and 8 percent, respectively, while Ms. Tymoshenko and the
YTB took the lead with 30 percent support. An internal presidential poll leaked to
the Jamestown Foundation gave Ms.
Tymoshenko 42 percent, Mr. Yanukovych
23 percent and Mr. Yushchenko 12 percent.
Senior PRU official Dmytro Tabachnyk
publicly admitted that with such ratings
Ms. Tymoshenko would be easily elected
president. Any fresh pre-term elections
would also see only the YTB gaining support. The Party of the Regions has declared
that it has no intention of seeking the government’s removal and has finally established Ukraine’s first shadow opposition
Cabinet (www.okm.com.ua).
After another blistering presidential
attack on the government, the YTB parliamentary faction issued on April 16 its first
counterattack accusing the president of
undertaking “anti-Ukrainian activities.”
Mr. Yushchenko was accused of protecting
corrupt interests and of blocking all of the
government’s policies, including privatization.
The YTB and the PRU have a constitutional majority of 331 deputies, who could
initiate constitutional reforms inside
Parliament that would bypass the president’s National Constitutional Council
established on December 27, 2007. The
PRU would support such reforms out of
fear that Ms. Tymoshenko could be elected
president in the next election (constitutional reforms in 2003-2004 were initiated out
of fear of a Yushchenko election victory).
The Volodymyr Lytvyn Bloc and the
Communist Party, with an additional 47
deputies, would support constitutional
reforms toward a parliamentary republic
on ideological grounds. Even from among
OU-PSD’s 72 deputies, 18 from Internal
(Continued on page 14)

Helicopter crashes in Black Sea
KYIV – A Ukrainian helicopter on
April 28 crashed into an offshore drilling
platform in the Black Sea, killing all 20
people on board, RFE/RL’s Ukrainian
Service reported. One man initially survived, but later died from his injuries. The
helicopter clipped the platform with its
tail rotor, plummeted and burst into
flames. Transportation Minister Yosyp
Vinskyi said that the accident is under
investigation, but the most likely reason
for the crash is the “human factor.” A
similar accident happened a month ago,
when a helicopter belonging to the border-guard service crashed into the Black
Sea, killing 13 people. (RFE/RL
Newsline)
President declares day of mourning
KYIV – President Viktor Yushchenko
declared April 30 a day of national
mourning in Ukraine, RFE/RL’s
Ukrainian Service reported. Mr.
Yushchenko issued a decree stating that in
connection with accidents that resulted in
numerous human victims – the crash of a
helicopter in the Black Sea and the sinking of a Ukrainian tugboat near HongKong – state flags should be lowered and
entertainment events should be canceled
all around Ukraine. Twenty people were
killed in the helicopter crash and 18 died
in the collision of a Ukrainian tugboat
with a Chinese ship last month. (RFE/RL
Newsline)
Constitutional Council meeting postponed
KYIV – President Viktor Yushchenko
on April 23 postponed to an unspecified
later date the meeting of the National
Constitutional Council, whose working
group the previous day had completed the
draft outline of a new version of the
Constitution of Ukraine, RFE/RL’s
Ukrainian Service reported. The formal
reason for the delay was a request by
Verkhovna Rada Chairman Arseniy
Yatsenyuk, who asked Mr. Yushchenko to
reschedule the meeting due to health
problems. However, representatives of the
Yulia Tymoshenko Bloc (YTB) described
this as an “artificial reason,” and accused
the president of disrupting the constitu-
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tional process. The YTB pledged to initiate the formation of an ad hoc parliamentary commission to introduce changes to
the constitution. Mr. Yushchenko created
the Constitutional Council in late
December 2007. According to Heorhii
Kriuchkov, a member of the council’s
working group, the new version of the
Constitution provides for a mixed form of
government and some limitations on the
president’s authority, which, in particular,
deprive the president of the power to
nominate the ministers of foreign affairs
and defense. (RFE/RL Newsline)
President criticizes Constitutional Commission
KYIV – President Viktor Yushchenko
told a press conference on April 24 that
the intention to change the Constitution
of Ukraine through the ad hoc parliamentary commission is a “rowdy attempt that
has no prospect,” RFE/RL’s Ukrainian
Service reported. Mr. Yushchenko was
apparently responding to representatives
of the Yulia Tymoshenko Bloc who
accused him of disrupting the constitutional process and announced the intention to set up such a commission. Mr.
Yushchenko believes that the only way to
improve the Constitution is for its conception to be worked out by the National
Constitutional Council with the participation of politicians, Constitutional Court
judges, experts on constitutional law,
human rights defenders and other
experts. Then, Mr. Yushchenko continued, it might be useful to conduct public
hearings, after which the president will
submit the bill to the Verkhovna Rada as
urgent. The Parliament sets up a parliamentary commission to examine procedural issues and after approval by a simple majority, sends the bill to the
Constitutional Court. After approval by
the Constitutional Court, the draft constitution could be adopted in Parliament by
a two-thirds majority. Mr. Yushchenko
added that the Verkhovna Rada should
take a constructive part in the constitutional process, and the will of the nation
should be expressed in a referendum.
(RFE/RL Newsline)
(Continued on page 10)
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U.S. human rights report shows continuing problems in Ukraine
This is the conclusion of an overview of
the 2007 Human Rights Report on Ukraine
(released in 2008) by the U.S. State
Department’s Bureau of Democracy,
Human Rights and Labor. The overview,
published in two parts, was compiled by
Matthew Dubas.
PART 2
Amendments to the election law adopted in June abolished absentee ballots and
disenfranchised voters who were abroad
three days prior to the elections.
Widespread inaccuracies in voter lists were
reported, as were procedural violations at
some polling stations and polling commissions, but independent monitors attributed
these problems to the limited time to prepare for the snap elections rather than government efforts to exclude parties or voters.
International election observers reported
that the elections were “conducted mostly
in line with Organization for Security and
Cooperation in Europe and Council of
Europe commitments and other international standards for democratic elections.”
While the Committee of Voters of Ukraine
assessed the election as free and transparent, it stated in a press conference that up
to 1.5 million citizens may have been
deprived of their right to vote due to deficient voter lists.
According to the international election
observer mission, preliminary administrative and ordinary courts actively adjudicated election-related disputes. The Ministry
of Internal Affairs (MIA), the Procurator
General’s Office and the SBU (Security
Service of Ukraine) actively pursued
dozens of investigations of reported violations at local polling stations and election
commissions, but none serious enough to
affect the outcome.
Crimean Tatar leaders continued to call
for changes in the electoral law allowing
them to achieve greater representation in
the Crimean and national parliaments; current law does not allow the creation of
political parties on the regional level, so
Crimean Tatars had to join national political parties or blocs. Only one Crimean
Tatar representative was a member of the
Verkhovna Rada. Crimean Tatars remained
underrepresented in city councils and city
administrations.
Many human rights organizations and
journalists stated that access to official
information remained difficult during the

year. Government officials did not understand the rules concerning releasable information, and Soviet-style attitudes and traditions of secrecy were prevalent.
Information on the process by which the
government made important decisions usually was not available to the public. The
Kharkiv Group for Human Rights
Protection (KGHRP) noted that the government continued the Soviet-era practice
of issuing secret government documents
on matters that did not involve national
security or personal privacy.
Human rights organizations criticized
the office of the human rights ombudsman
for inadequate responses to claims of
human rights violations and for not cooperating with human rights groups.
In February 2007 Nina Karpachova was
re-elected by Parliament to a third term as
human rights commissioner. According to
human rights experts, the public at large
was not aware of procedures to bring matters to the commissioner, and there were
complaints about the commissioner’s
poorly updated website. Organizations also
expressed concern that the commissioner
did not have a sufficient number of regional representatives. The office last issued an
annual human rights report to Parliament
in July 2005. The ombudsman reported
that her office released a compilation of
documents concerning human rights protection for the period 1998-2006 but the
document was not publicly available on
the commissioner’s website.
In 2007 the ombudsman’s office established a public hot line to report abuses by
law enforcement personnel, which independent observers said was successful.
Human rights organizations criticized the
ombudsman for not following through on
establishing an independent mechanism
for the Optional Protocol to the U.N.
Convention Against Torture and Other
Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or
Punishment, which the country ratified in
July 2007. The commissioner’s office was
responsible for setting up a mechanism to
implement the protocol and reported that
on May 31, 2007, the commissioner forwarded recommendations to the prime
minister concerning establishing such a
mechanism.
Human rights NGOs noted that the parliamentary committees did not do enough
to support human rights bills or act on recommendations from the 2006 parliamentary hearings on gender equality and

Helsinki Commission troubled by Russia’s
moves in separatist regions of Georgia
WASHINGTON – Rep. Alcee L.
Hastings (D-Fla.) and Sen. Benjamin L.
Cardin (D-Md.), co-chairmen of the U.S.
Commission on Security and Cooperation
in Europe (Helsinki Commission), on April
21 expressed deep concern over the
Russian Federation’s decision to strengthen
ties with Georgia’s breakaway regions of
Abkhazia and South Ossetia.
According to a decree issued by Russian
President Vladimir Putin, Moscow intends
to deepen its ties in such areas as trade,
agriculture, education and diplomacy, while
not extending full diplomatic recognition.
“Moscow’s latest move clearly undermines Georgia’s sovereignty,” said Rep.
Hastings. “Although Moscow claims to
still recognize Georgia’s sovereignty, such
actions raise serious doubts about these
facile declarations. I urge Moscow to disavow its decision and cease its bullying
behavior in the Caucasus.”
Sen. Cardin noted, “I am extremely troubled by Moscow’s decision to strengthen

ties in Abkhazia and South Ossetia. This
move is clearly intended to punish Georgia
for its desire to join NATO. Whatever one
may think of that prospect, I can certainly
understand Georgia’s desire to deepen its
relations with the West, especially if its
neighbor to the north is determined to further exacerbate an already tense situation.”
The foreign minister of Georgia has
called Russia’s policy one of “creeping
annexation,” and announced his government will seek a special session of the
United Nations to deal with the issue.
***
The Commission on Security and
Cooperation in Europe is a U.S. government agency that monitors progress in the
implementation of the provisions of the
1975 Helsinki Accords. The commission
consists of nine members from the Senate,
nine from the House of Representatives
and one member each from the departments of State, Defense and Commerce.

domestic violence, although due to political deadlock, the Parliament did not operate for much of 2007.
The government did not effectively
enforce laws prohibiting discrimination on
the basis of race, gender and other grounds
effectively, in part due to the continuing
absence of an effective judicial system.
Violence against women and children,
gender-based discrimination, trafficking in
persons, and harassment and discrimination against ethnic minorities and homosexuals, and a rise in xenophobic violence
were problems.
The law prohibits rape but does not
explicitly address spousal rape, however, a
law against “forced sex with a materially
dependent person” may allow prosecution
for spousal rape.
Spousal abuse is illegal but was common, and authorities often pressured
women not to press charges against their
husbands. According to Amnesty
International, an estimated 50 percent to
70 percent of all women have been subjected to physical violence or psychological abuse at home. According to the MIA,
in 2006 only 18 percent of citizens were
aware of the law on preventing domestic
violence. Amnesty International reported
that women who attempted to take perpetrators to court were hampered by widespread corruption in the criminal justice
system or by the derisory punishments
imposed by the courts.
According to the MIA, police recorded
more than 87,100 individuals for committing acts of domestic violence. Authorities
operated six shelters for victims of domestic violence, 18 crisis centers for women,
and 24 centers for psychological and medical assistance. The law requires the government to operate a shelter in every major
city, but in practice, they did not.
According to Amnesty International,
Legiteam and La Strada, private and
municipally funded shelters were not
always accessible, and some of them did

not function throughout the year. Shelters
in Kyiv did not admit women who were
not registered as Kyiv residents.
Government centers offered only limited
legal and psychological assistance to victims of domestic violence under the age of
35 and to families.
Labor laws establish the legal equality
of men and women, including equal pay
for equal work, a principle that generally
was observed. However, industries dominated by female workers had the lowest
relative wages and were the ones most
likely to be affected by wage arrears. The
Labor Code sets the retirement age for
women at 55 and for men at 60. There
were reports of some employers refusing
to hire younger women likely to become
pregnant or women over 35. Women also
received lower salaries and had limited
opportunity for career advancement. Few
women held top managerial positions in
the government or in state- owned or private industry.
The government was publicly committed to the defense of children’s rights, but
budgetary considerations, an under-funded
and poor quality health care system, an
insufficient number of trained social service employees and the lack of coordination
between responsible government agencies
limited its ability to ensure these rights.
The government continued to implement the State Program to Combat Child
Homelessness and Neglect, adopted in
May 2006 with a $4 million (20 million
hrv) budget. It launched the Street
Children Program in the cities of Kyiv,
Lviv, Donetsk, Khmelnytskyi, Ternopil
and Ivano-Frankivsk during the year.
According to President Viktor
Yushchenko, this program helped increase
the number of foster families by 300 percent and the number of “foster family
homes” by 40 percent in 2006. (A foster
family home is a government-provided
(Continued on page 8)

Global cyber attack targets
Radio Free Europe/Radio Liberty
PRAGUE – An attack of unprecedented
scale and intensity is under way against the
Internet sites of Radio Free Europe/Radio
Liberty’s Belarus Service and more than
half a dozen other RFE/RL language
broadcasting sites.
The cyber warfare started at 8 a.m.
Prague time (2 a.m. EST), on Saturday,
April 26, and was ongoing. Known as
“Denial of Service,” or DOS, it slows web
traffic to a standstill by bombarding the
system with bogus requests it has to consider and then deny. The brunt of the attack
is aimed at RFE/RL’s Belarus Service, and
the attack was reported to be intensifying.
RFE/RL President Jeff Gedmin compared the situation to the Cold War days
when RFE/RL radio broadcasting to
Communist countries was jammed. He
said: “This is a different weapon to block a
technologically advanced information platform, but little else has changed. Dictators
are still trying to prevent the kind of unfiltered news and information that RFE/RL
provides from reaching their people. They
did not succeed in the last century and they
will not succeed now.”
RFE/RL is taking countermeasures to
restore service to affected RFE/RL Internet
sites in Iran, Russia, Azerbaijan, Tajikistan,
Kosovo, Macedonia, Bosnia and Croatia,
as well as Belarus.
RFE/RL Belarusian Service Director
Alexander Lukashuk said he began getting
personal e-mails from frustrated web visi-

tors about two hours after the weekend
attack began. He said “Saturday was a particularly important day in Miensk – the
22nd anniversary of the Chornobyl nuclear
catastrophe in neighboring Ukraine. We
have a large Internet audience that was
relying on us to report live a rally of thousands of people, protesting the plight of
uncompensated Chornobyl victims and a
government decision to build a new
nuclear power station.”
Mr. Lukashuk said a similar attack was
launched against the Belarusian website on
the 21st anniversary of the Chornobyl accident in 2007, but it lasted only a few hours
and did not affect other services. Last
weekend other Belarusian websites were
also hit, including the Miensk-based nongovernmental organization Charter 97.
Mr. Lukashuk noted that many local
websites in Belarus are coming to
RFE/RL’s aid and have offered to carry
material and reports of RFE/RL correspondents until the RFE/RL Belarus website is
operational again.
***
Radio Free Europe/Radio Liberty
(RFE/RL) is an independent, international
news and broadcast organization whose
programs – radio, Internet and television –
reach influential audiences in 21 countries
such as Russia, Iran, Iraq, Afghanistan and
the republics of Central Asia. RFE/RL is
funded by the U.S. Congress.
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Spring tour of East Coast spreads the news about Ukrainian Catholic University
by Matthew A. Rarey
CHICAGO – Now back in Lviv, a delegation from the Ukrainian Catholic
University (UCU) recently completed a
successful spring tour of the East Coast,
spreading the good news about the only
Catholic institution of higher learning in
the former Soviet Union. Led by UCU’s
rector, the Rev. Dr. Borys Gudziak, the
delegation visited old friends and reached
out to new supporters, speaking at fundraisers in major metropolitan areas hosted
by local committees and private benefactors with the support of area clergy.
The tour was kicked-off with two
events in the nation’s capital.
On Thursday, March 28, long-time
local supporters of UCU gathered at an
Italian restaurant for a timely update
about the university. Following the benediction by Father Taras Lonchyna of Holy
Trinity Church in Silver Spring, Md.,
Father Gudziak related the exciting new
developments at UCU, thanking those
present for their continuing support.
The most prominent developments
include the following.
• The newly instituted Ukrainian government’s commitment – from President
Viktor Yushchenko on down – to helping
UCU achieve its academic and construction goals. For example, the new education minister, Ivan Vakarchuk, led the
fight to recognize theology as a legitimate
academic discipline at UCU, the only
school in Ukraine to offer degrees in theology to laymen. And he calls UCU an
integral member of his “personal thinktank,” applauding UCU’s commitment to
reforming the country’s Soviet-style,
cookie-cutter system of higher education.
That system, said Father Gudziak, “limits
the innate potential that God has given to
tens of thousands of students and intellectuals.”
• The imminent groundbreaking of
UCU’s new, additional campus in Lviv,
an ambitious project that has won the
infectious enthusiasm of many supporters, including Pope Benedict XVI. The
pontiff donated 100,000 euros from the
gift money he received on his 80th birthday.
These developments were elaborated
throughout the tour. But the next event in
Washington was a unique stop on the tour
because it introduced UCU to a crowd
that was mainly non-Ukrainian by heritage.
Held at the home of attorney John
Hewko, a benefactor and former member
of UCU’s Senate (board of directors), the
event was attended by prominent members of Washington’s political, educational and cultural elite, with an especially
strong turnout by members of the Roman
Catholic community.
William Miller was one of the nearly
50 guests. He already was familiar with
UCU, however, having served as U.S.
ambassador to Ukraine in 1993-1998.
“It’s a beacon of hope, accomplishing
extraordinary work in Ukraine,” he said.
The evening’s feature presentation was
a discussion about the threat of secularism in Ukraine, held between Father
Gudziak and best-selling Catholic author
and commentator George Weigel. (Mr.
Weigel also serves on the Advisory
Council of the Ukrainian Catholic
Education Foundation, the Chicago-based
non-profit organization that fund-raises
on behalf of UCU and facilitated the
spring tour.) Both men talked at length
about this particular challenge and how
UCU is addressing it.
“UCU is a small school with a large
Matthew Rarey is communications
director of the Ukrainian Catholic
Education Foundation.

and clear vision, providing a model for
humane and Christian education in a
country ravaged by Communism,”
declared Mr. Weigel. “Despite the threat
that Western secular materialism poses to
Ukraine’s social, political and religious
life, however, Ukraine is very fertile soil
[for an ongoing religious rebirth] that will
yield a very rich harvest thanks in large
part to UCU.”
Father Gudziak elaborated upon Mr.
Weigel’s diagnosis of the secular threat.
“Secularism is a negation of the
sacredness of life and the sanctity of freedom,” he noted. Through UCU’s educational and social-outreach programs,
however, “we are offering reasons for
hope.”
Both men answered audience questions
late into the night.
From Washington, the tour headed
north to Philadelphia. As in previous
years, the benefit luncheon hosted on
Sunday, March 30, by the Philadelphia
Friends of UCU, generated vital support
for the university from the over 150 people in attendance.
Taras Lewyckyj, chairman of the host
committee, and Ihor Shust, co-chairman,
served as the masters of ceremonies.
These two leaders in the community
devoted countless hours to ensuring the
success of the event, and they were not
disappointed.
As with all the stops along the tour, the
luncheon began in prayer. Auxiliary
Bishop John Bura, of the Archeparchy of
Philadelphia, gave thanks to God for
guiding UCU and inspiring the generosity
of so many. He and the succeeding speakers noted UCU’s important role in the life
of Ukraine. After suffering so long under
communism – a period during which the
Ukrainian Greek-Catholic Church was
banned by the Soviets – they described
how UCU has become one of the leading
academic institutions in the country, profoundly impacting the new generation of
Ukrainians.
As proof, the audience heard from several UCU graduates who have embarked
upon academic careers.
Father Andriy Mykhaleiko was the first
UCU graduate to earn both a Ph.D. (from
the Catholic University of EichstättIngolstadt in Germany) and be ordained
to the priesthood. Today he teaches in
UCU’s theological faculty and serves as
chief of staff in the rector’s office.
Speaking in Ukrainian, he explained
how UCU “aims at changing the idea of
higher education in Ukraine. [We] present
young scholars with the opportunity for
further growth and development [by] creating the best conditions for self-fulfillment.”
Like other UCU graduates who accompanied the tour, Father Mykhaleiko eagerly returned to his alma mater because he
considers it a labor of love. “Many people
who both study and work here perceive
the university as their vocation,” he said
before thanking all the UCU benefactors
present for supporting the institution with
prayers and donations.
And he had excellent reasons for
thanks this year. The luncheon raised over
$130,000 in donations, including a
$75,000 grant from the St. Sophia
Religious Association of Ukrainian
Catholics. On behalf of the society, Dr.
Leonid Rudnytzky presented Father
Gudziak with the grant for UCU to conduct programs at the Institute of St.
Clement, UCU’s Rome campus, which
was founded by Patriarch Josyf Slipyj in
the 1960s.
In the spirit of giving, the Ukrainian
Catholic Education Foundation (UCEF)
awarded a gift of its own. Jim Kaiser,
executive director of the UCEF, presented
an academic scholarship to Natalia

Yaroslav Terletskyy

Father Borys Gudziak and author George Weigel discuss Ukraine’s secular crisis
before a Washington audience.
Zayshla, a teenage student nominated by
her principal at the local St. Basil
Academy. Miss Zayshla accepted a scholarship to UCU’s School of Ukrainian
Language and Culture this summer. This
six-week-long program helps young people of Ukrainian descent gain a deeper
understanding and appreciation of their
ancestral roots.
The pinnacle of the event was the Rev.
Dr. Gudziak’s address.
“We are working hard to make sure
there are future leaders [in Ukraine].” he
said. “We really have to believe that we
[speaking of the Ukrainian GreekCatholic Church] are not a second-class
Church, nor Ukraine a cursed political
project. We have all the potential that
every other person and nation created in
the image and likeness of God has. And,
in the end, that is the goal of [UCU]: to
renew the sense of dignity in every
Ukrainian... a sense of joy, an atmosphere
of peace. We can’t command it, we can’t
engineer it, because, first of all, those
things are graces, they are God-given.”
“We are small. ...There are 1,000 students at UCU. ...However, we can [bear]
witness to...the truth of Christ, to the values of honest academic inquiry, scholarly
excellence, sacrificial service, joyful
interaction,” he continued. “And then,
what happens is what happens with the
mustard seed. It’s small, but then it flowers into a big tree.”
Father Gudziak concluded with thanksgiving for the prayers and donations, and
also a challenge: “Come and visit UCU.
It’s a good story, it’s for real, and it’s
something you’re helping to create.”
This same inspiring message about
UCU’s unique role in Ukraine was repeated later in the week in Florida to smaller,
yet equally enthusiastic gatherings of supporters in St. Petersburg and North Port.
By the end of the first week in April, the

UCU delegation had returned to Lviv to
finish out the spring semester.
This fall another delegation will return
to the United States, with visits to
Ukrainian American communities already
scheduled for New York City, Chicago,
the Cleveland area and Detroit.
In the meantime, the Ukrainian
Catholic Education Foundation continues
to work stateside, informing Americans
about the academic and financial needs of
the Ukrainian Catholic University.
Working closely with individuals and
communities through the United States,
the UCEF raises about half of UCU’s
annual operating budget of approximately
$2 million. One of the effects of this
assistance is to keep tuition low, allowing
students to obtain a first-rate education
they otherwise might not be able to
afford.
And the UCEF is operating at an outstanding level of efficiency. According to
the American Institute of Philanthropy
(www.charitywatch.org), a charity should
spend at least 60 percent on programs and
40 percent on overhead. Of every dollar
the UCEF raises, more than 84 cents goes
to programs, ranking the UCEF among
the most efficient and effective charities
in the nation.
The UCEF strives to remain efficient
while growing to meet the needs of UCU.
John Kurey, president of the UCEF, has
remarked that the organization’s goal is to
increase its efficiency, earning $10 for
every $1 spent on fund-raising. In an allusion to Jesus Christ’s Parable of the
Talents, Mr. Kurey said he believes that
“if the UCEF has a choice between saving $10, or spending $10 in order to earn
$100, there is no choice. We must spend
the $10 and earn $100, because the needs
are so great, and God wants us to use our
gifts as best as possible to advance His
work on earth.”

International Torch Relay...

where it was handed over to Ukrainian
Canadians in Toronto.
The torch’s journey in the United
States is being coordinated by the
National Committee to Commemorate
the 75th Anniversary of the Ukrainian
Genocide of 1932-1933. Ukraine’s
Consulates in San Francisco, Chicago
and New York will assist in coordinating
the transfer of the torch.
The International Torch Relay is
scheduled to conclude in Ukraine in
November, when the country will begin
official state commemorations of the
genocidal Famine of 1932-1933 during
which millions perished.

(Continued from page 1)
Melbourne,
where Ambassador
Adomaytis and Mr. Romaniw, who also
is chairman of the Australian Federation
of Ukrainian Organizations, addressed a
special gathering. They then passed the
torch to a group of Holodomor survivors,
who in turn passed it to Members of the
Victorian Parliament Liz Beattie and
Mathew Guy. The Melbourne ceremonies
took place against the backdrop of the
exhibit “Execution by Genocide,” prepared by the Ukraine 3000 Foundation.
The torch then traveled to Canada,
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Conference discusses Ukraine’s potential and needs for Euro 2012 championships
by Adrianna Melnyk
NEW YORK – Over 50 Ukrainian and
U.S. government officials and private
investors gathered at the Ukrainian Institute
of America in New York on March 17 to
discuss potential investment opportunities
and infrastructure needs for Ukraine as the
country prepares for hosting the Euro 2012
football championships.
The morning session began with a welcome from the conference organizers – the
New York-based Orange Circle and the
Center for U.S.-Ukrainian Relations – and a
word from Oleh Shamshur, the ambassador
of Ukraine to the United States.
The conference opened with a keynote
address by Yevhen Chervonenko, head of
the Ukrainian National Agency for Euro
2012, who assured the audience that
“political infighting is not impacting economics and business development [in
Ukraine]” and cited as evidence the fact
that over the past year – in the midst of
elections and continued political instability – Ukraine has seen investment inflows
of about $8 billion, more than in the previous 10 years combined.
He also quelled rumors circulating of a
possible cancellation of Ukraine and
Poland as host countries, and affirmed
that the event “will take place in Ukraine”
as planned.
According to Mr. Chervonenko, a former
minister of transport of Ukraine, the Euro
2012 competition “is not about football, but
rather about infrastructure development”
and that there is “no precedent in Ukraine
for a project of this magnitude.”
The team responsible for leading the
charge comprises young people, under
the age of 35, armed with MBAs

President and PM...
(Continued from page 1)
In response, Ms. Semeniuk-Samsonenko
said that an administrative court has no
power to issue such orders, as this is an
exclusive right of the Constitutional Court.
The embattled head of the SPF stressed that
she has the full support of the president and
that the SPF will continue to work as usual.
As tensions continued to increase, on
April 24 President Yushchenko increased
the level of security at the SPF by adding
the state privatization institution to the list
of government buildings that are regularly
guarded by a special agency supervised by
the president.
Prime Minister Tymoshenko is eager to
initiate the massive sell-off of state property
assets as soon as possible in order to support her campaign of bailing out millions of
Ukrainian citizens who had funds in failed
Soviet-era bank deposits. The social payment bail-out campaign initially increased
Ms. Tymoshenko’s popularity, but, according to experts, the program may be in danger of running out of capital, and a failure to
deliver on her promise may backfire and
reduce the prime minister’s ratings. Popular
support is especially crucial at this time, in
light of the upcoming pre-term mayoral
elections in Kyiv, in which the Yulia
Tymoshenko Bloc’s candidate is Vice Prime
Minister Oleksander Turchynov.
With a starting bid designated at $1 billion (U.S.), the auctioning of the OPP
would bring a welcome, and desperately
needed, replenishment of capital into state
coffers. Approximately 20 multi-national
companies thus far have expressed their
interest by submitting applications to bid for
the plant.
On February 14 Ms. SemeniukSamsonenko refused to sign the protocol
paving the way for the auction of the
Odesa-based plant, arguing that a number of
socio-economic responsibilities to be under-

obtained from universities in Germany,
the U.K. and the US. Currently, the projected investment opportunity for U.S.
investors, Mr. Chervonenko said, is about
$20 billion. The state budget will account
for 20 percent of investment, while the
remaining 80 percent will originate with
the private sector, which would fund the
building and repair of roads, bridges, airports, hotels and other key components
of infrastructure.
During his presentation, Mr.
Chervonenko presented Ukraine’s “master plan” for the event, which included an
overview of the main components of
Euro 2012, including a description of
host cities and transit regions; an
overview of central and local authorities
responsible for projects; a synopsis of
key projects and infrastructure elements
split by regions and sectors; a set of goals
for sources of financing; and a timeline
for the overall project.
Throughout the course of the day, participants also heard from senior representatives
of major U.S. legal, financial, infrastructure
development and consulting firms, as well
as from the U.S. financial and economic
policy-making establishments.
On the legal side, Kenneth Hansen, a
partner at the New York City law firm
Chadbourne and Parke, which has a strong
presence in Ukraine, spoke about the
importance of guarantees for foreign
investors. He underscored the importance
of trust, based on a good track record;
legal recourse and enforcement mechanisms; and development of guarantees,
including insurance from multilateral
investment and export credit agencies,
including the U.S. Export-Import Bank,

taken by the potential buyer were absent
from the documents in question. “The sale
of important plants without a new, unified,
state privatization program will bring nothing but catastrophic results and scandal,”
declared Ms. Semeniuk-Samsonenko.
Although President Yushchenko has
issued decrees forbidding the sale of the
OPP, he said that in principle he is not
opposed to the sale. However, he said the
port itself should remain under the control
of the Ministry of Industrial Policy, and the
ammonia-producing pipeline network of the
plant should remain the property of the
state. “If we’re talking about just the plant,
then take it. If we’re talking about the
pipeline, this is an object of national security,” said Mr. Yushchenko, expressing his
concern about the economic and strategic
interests of Ukraine.
Also on April 25 the Procurator General
Procurator’s Office of Ukraine voiced its
protest against the Cabinet of Ministers resolution that attempted to oust Ms.
Semeniuk-Samsonenko from the SPF. In
response, and in an act of defiance, that
same evening Ms. Tymoshenko’s government shrugged off the protest by declaring
its intentions to start a petition in Parliament
for a no-confidence vote against Oleksander
Medvedko, head of the Procurator
General’s Office and a long-time target of
the prime minister.
During a press conference on April 24
President Yushchenko stated that the
removal of the SPF chair can be decided
only by a vote in the Verkhovna Rada. All
other attempts, according to the president,
will be considered unlawful.
In the meantime, the acting chair of the
SPF, Mr. Portnov, will be fulfilling his
duties in the building of the Cabinet of
Ministers, as all activities of the State
Property Fund – under the order of the
prime minister – have been transferred to
the same building that houses the government.

MIGA (the World Bank’s political risk
insurance division) and OPIC, an agency
that has closed its programs in Ukraine
because of a relatively small ($17 million)
dispute with the Ukrainian government.
Mr. Hansen recommended that Ukraine
resolve this issue immediately, an action
that will go a long way toward restoring
investors’ faith in the country’s willingness to take their rights seriously.
The keynote speaker during the conference lunch was John McAdams, the chief
operating officer of the U.S. Ex-Im Bank.
Mr. McAdams spoke about various recent
infrastructure projects of the bank, including an upgrade of Albania’s air traffic con-

trol system and modernization of
Ecuador’s Quito airport. According to Mr.
McAdams, if Ukraine prepares properly
for the Euro 2012 championships, it
would be eligible to receive up to $2 billion in financing from the bank.
Other companies that participated in or
sponsored the event were: Mitsubishi Corp.,
Marriott Hotels, Ernst and Young, JP
Morgan, Broad Street Capital, MS Global
Finance, SHI Capital, AALC, Michael
Hope Architects, CT Engineering, Beiten
Burkhardt, as well as the U.S. Department
of Commerce – Foreign Commercial
Service, and representatives of Ukrainian
municipal government.

Special events aim to raise awareness
of Ukraine’s Holodomor of 1932-1933
Ukrainian Congress Committee of America

NEW YORK – The National Committee
to Commemorate the 75th Anniversary of
the Ukrainian Genocide of 1932-1933 will
mark the anniversary of the Holodomor
with awareness-raising and scholarly events
throughout 2008.
The national committee will inaugurate
its commemorative campaign with the
International Torch Relay in May. The relay,
similar to the Olympic torch relay, is organized by Ukraine’s Ministry of Foreign
Affairs at the initiative of the International
Holodomor Committee of the Ukrainian
World Congress. Designed to raise awareness about the Holodomor, the flame will
travel through 33 countries, beginning in
Australia.
In addition the national committee plans
to hold an international conference in
Washington on the history and effects of the
genocide; promote the inclusion of FamineGenocide curriculums in states’ educational

systems; sponsor a traveling photo exhibit
throughout the United States; as well as
advocate legislation in the U.S. Congress to
recognize the Holodomor as a genocide of
the Ukrainian people.
The national committee also has
launched a new website, www.ukrainegenocide.org, to educate the general public about
this heinous chapter in Ukraine’s history
and to keep the community abreast of plans
and upcoming events. The website contains
the latest information about upcoming
events, detailed information about the
Holodomor including archives, resources
and eyewitness accounts, as well as information about the national committee’s
plans. Additionally, readers will be able to
donate to the national committee’s projects
and activities through the new website.
The
National
Committee
to
Commemorate the 75th Anniversary of
Ukraine’s Genocide of 1932-1933 comprises over 30 leading Ukrainian American
organizations from across the country.

Assistant surgeon general speaks at UACCNJ

Roma Hadzewycz

WHIPPANY, N.J. – Dr. Boris Lushniak, rear admiral and assistant surgeon general of the U.S. Public Health Service and assistant commissioner for counterterrorism policy, Office of Counterterrorism and Emerging Threats, U.S Food and Drug
Administration, was the special guest lecturer on Sunday, April 21, here at the
Ukrainian American Cultural Center of New Jersey. His presentation, “Pandemic
Influenza, Preparing for the Unknown,” was co-sponsored by the Ukrainian
Medical Association of North America (UMANA) – New York/New Jersey Metro
Branch. Above, Dr. Lushniak (second from right) is seen with (from left): Victor
Hatala, chairman of the board of directors of the UACCNJ, and Drs. Marta
Lopatynsky, Ariadna Holynskyj and George Demidowich of UMANA. Dr. Holynskyj
is president of UMANA. In his very informative talk Dr. Lushniak spoke about the
different types of influenza (seasonal, avian and pandemic), influenza pandemics
in the past and preparedness for a future influenza pandemic. He also provided
historical background about the U.S. Public Health Service, which was founded in
1798, and spoke of its role today.
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Those lucky Ukrainians...
How many times have you spoken with non-Ukrainian neighbors, colleagues and
friends about Ukrainian community life, its myriad activities and amazing interpersonal connections, and heard this reaction: “How lucky you Ukrainians are!”?
Kind of gets you thinking, doesn’t it?
We truly are lucky to have a cohesive community that offers many opportunities for all of its generations to engage in stimulating activities. Our children,
thanks to the diverse camps, courses and workshops that they attend, have
Ukrainian friends literally all over the globe. And these friendships are long-lasting, continuing for decades and for generations. (How many of us are taking our
children to camp alongside the children of friends with whom we went to camp?)
While the average American’s circle of friends is largely limited to his/her neighbors and colleagues at work, we Ukrainians have multiple circles of friends
based on various activities, interests and organizations. We are fortunate indeed.
The 12th annual release of the special supplement we call “A Ukrainian
Summer” really is yet more evidence of how lucky we are. Just a quick scan of
the 16-page pullout in this issue reveals a vast array of activities from coast to
coast, and beyond.
Why, you can learn to play the bandura, attend a vocal workshop, take
Ukrainian folk dance lessons, study Ukrainian and train in various sports. There
are so many summer camps to choose from – and you don’t even have to be a
member of a particular youth group to attend. (The list of camps at Soyuzivka
alone is quite impressive, and growing.)
Plus, you can enjoy classical music concerts, attend cultural festivals and go
to film screenings. You can take Ukrainian studies here in the U.S. or travel to
Ukraine. And the connections are extraordinary. Why, through the University of
Kansas you can take courses in Lviv; through Penn State you can take an online
course in Ukrainian culture and civilization.
And you are now free to visit your ancestral homeland, Ukraine, whenever
and however you want – even by planning your trip via the Internet. And you can
go wherever you choose – whether that’s, as suggested in this issue, the scenic
Carpathian Mountains in western Ukraine or one of Ukraine’s Seven Wonders,
the beautiful Sofiyivka Park in Uman, central Ukraine.
We are lucky also to have Soyuzivka, owned by the Ukrainian National
Association – which has served our Ukrainian community for more than five and
a half decades. Purchased in 1952, Soyuzivka has changed as our community
and its needs have changed. Today Soyuzivka, which always was a mecca for
those who wanted to maintain their connection to the rich Ukrainian culture, has
evolved into a Ukrainian center that keeps all generations of Ukrainians in touch
with their heritage. During the summer of 2008 Soyuzivka will present its second annual Ukrainian Cultural Festival, which promises to be even better than
the inaugural festival last year. You’d be well-advised not to miss it.
Well, we could go on and on, but you have to have time to read the special
supplement in this issue – ‘nuff said. (To be sure, the supplement doesn’t claim
to present every single Ukrainian summertime activity out there. But it does
present quite a nice cross-section of the possibilities. Note to those who know of
other activities: There will be “A Ukrainian Summer” in 2009 – why not become
one of our contributors to that supplement?)
To get back to the point of this editorial, sometimes even we can’t believe
how lucky we Ukrainians are! And, if you don’t believe us, just take a look at the
2008 edition of “A Ukrainian Summer.”

May

Turning the pages back...
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Twenty-two years ago, on May 4, 1986, the Chornobyl
nuclear disaster (which occurred on April 26, 1986) was first
featured on the pages of The Ukrainian Weekly. In addition to
the nuclear fallout, Prof. Bohdan Bociurkiw, a noted Soviet
studies specialist, assessed the consequences of the political
fallout from the accident.
A 1984-1985 fellow at the Woodrow Wilson International Center for Scholars and a
professor of political science at Carleton University in Ottawa, Prof. Bociurkiw said
the credibility of the Gorbachev regime – both domestically and internationally – was
dealt a serious blow by the disaster.
The extraordinary effort by the regime to restrict information about the accident
directly violated General Secretary Mikhail Gorbachev’s new policy of glasnost
(openness), which he promised during the 27th Soviet Party Congress.
“Extensive, timely and frank information is evidence of trust in the people, respect
for their intelligence and feelings, and of their ability to understand events of one kind
or another on their own,” Mr. Gorbachev said at the congress.
In a case of history repeating itself, Prof. Bociurkiw recalled the initial Soviet
reports of the 1965 earthquake in Tashkent, Uzbekistan, when the Soviet news service
initially reported only four fatalities. But, in the days following the disaster, the citizens of the Soviet Union were shocked to learn that over 8,000 people had died as a
result of the natural disaster.
Incidents like these, Prof. Bociurkiw continued, “expose the Soviet predilection for
lying.”
The Kremlin leaders would most likely search for a scapegoat within the energy
sector or the management of the Chornobyl power plant, Prof. Bociurkiw speculated.
Additionally, the accident would provide an excuse for the regime to conduct a leadership purge in Ukraine, he said.

1986

Source: “Ramifications of Chornobyl catastrophe,” The Ukrainian Weekly, May 4,
1986.
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Radio Free Europe,
NATO’s open door
“Radio to Stay Tuned to,” column
by Anne Applebaum, The Washington
Post, April 22:
“ ‘Radio Free Europe? Does that still
exist?’ That was the question; the speaker
was an Important Public Broadcaster…
“…the query bothered me, because
Radio Free Europe – the Cold War news
service that was, for decades, the only
source of independent information in
Eastern Europe – does exist. In fact, it’s
as important as it ever was, at least in the
21 countries and 28 languages in which it
is still often the only source of independent information…
“The fact that you haven’t heard anyone mention RFE lately… says more
about the poverty of the American foreign policy debate in general (and this
election-year debate in particular) than
about almost anything else. In RFE, we
have an American institution that is
admired, even beloved, in many difficult
parts of the world; and yet we are slowly,
methodically, starving it to death.
“Reputation to the contrary, RFE is
not American propaganda radio. It is better described as ‘surrogate radio’: a
broadcasting service that supplies local,
national and international news, in radio,
Internet and sometimes video form, in
countries where other local news is weak
or unavailable.
“…RFE, which at its peak received
$230 million annually in congressional
funding, now gets $75 million in rapidly
devaluing currency. That money pays for
transmitters, salaries, security and antijamming technology as well as programming and web content in 28 languages.
To put that in perspective, as RFE
President Jeff Gedmin likes to say, $75
million is also the price of four Apache
helicopters.
“RFE does have a good number of
admirers in Washington, as well as a few
constructive critics, usually people who
wish it did more things better. What it
does not have, however, is an advocate:
someone, in Congress, the White House
or on the campaign trail who remembers
that Americans have done soft power
rather well in the past… ‘Yes’ is the
answer to the Important Public
Broadcaster ’s question; Radio Free
Europe still exists. But if no one remembers to support it, politically and financially, Radio Free Europe won’t exist
much longer.”
“NATO door wide open for
Ukraine,” op-ed by William Taylor Jr.,
U.S. ambassador to Ukraine, Kyiv
Post, April 10:

“The NATO Bucharest Summit was a
strategic success for Ukraine and for
NATO. While the North Atlantic alliance
did not offer Ukraine an immediate
Membership Action Plan (MAP), every
one of NATO’s leaders joined together to
make a much more important commitment: Ukraine can join NATO as soon as
it is ready. The door is not only wide
open, the table is set with a place for
Ukraine already reserved. …
“President [Viktor] Yushchenko rightly called this a historic decision that
exceeded his expectations. The decision
exceeded the expectations of virtually all
NATO members as well. Before last
Thursday, no country applying for membership into this club of like-minded
democracies had ever been promised
acceptance before making a formal application. …
“The United States strongly supports
Ukraine’s Euro-Atlantic aspirations. We
welcomed the January 2008 letter in
which President Viktor Yushchenko,
Prime Minister Yulia Tymoshenko and
Rada Speaker Arseniy Yatsenyuk reiterated Ukraine’s long-standing policy of
integration with Euro-Atlantic institutions and requested a MAP for Ukraine.
The letter, like the government’s program, expressed the political commitment to move forward toward its longstated, and previously widely supported,
goal of NATO membership – if the
Ukrainian people so decide in a national
referendum.
“At Bucharest, U.S. President George
W. Bush, fresh from his very constructive visit to Kyiv, forcefully advocated a
positive outcome for Ukraine. We
worked with our allies to ensure that
Ukraine’s efforts to date were recognized
and that a clear path toward MAP and
membership was opened.
“Now with consensus having been
reached and with the door having been
thrown wide open at Bucharest, it is vital
that Ukraine’s leadership meet the challenge that lies before it. This means
working hard to convince NATO foreign
ministers that Ukraine is committed and
dedicated to do the necessary work to
start on a MAP. …”
“Ukraine will not be undertaking its
efforts alone. The United States and all
NATO members are committed to assisting this country in continuing with its
reforms and in providing the Ukrainian
people with objective information on
what NATO is — a group of European
and Atlantic democracies dedicated to
Western values and common security –
and on the benefits and obligations of
eventual membership. You will have our
support as you move forward. …”

RE: QUESTIONS TO THE EDITORS
Dear Readers:
When sending letters seeking replies from editors, readers
should include either a daytime phone number or an e-mail
address so that we may answer your queries in a most efficient
matter.
Please note that the editorial staff does not have a secretary who
is able to answer readers’ letters in writing.
Thank you in advance for your cooperation.
– The Ukrainian Weekly editorial staff
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Rock the boat to steady
EU and Ukrainian courses

Pope Benedict XVI expresses affection
for the faithful of Eastern Churches

by Roman Kupchinsky
RFE/RL

Pro-Western Ukrainians have long
expressed the fear that their country’s
place on the map could doom it to a fate
as a buffer between Russia and Europe.
Such a role, they argue, would forever
prevent Ukraine from assuming its rightful place in the West. Recent events suggest that their concerns are warranted.
Kyiv’s bid at the recent NATO summit
for a Membership Action Plan (MAP), a
key step toward eventual membership,
was always more symbolic than realistic.
After all, notwithstanding the desperation exhibited by Ukrainian officials
ahead of the meeting in Bucharest, most
Ukrainians remain staunchly opposed to
NATO membership.
The European economic giants within
NATO – Germany, France, Italy and the
United Kingdom – have also been vocal
in their opposition to Ukraine getting a
MAP.
Ahead of the April 2-4 summit, those
countries stressed the need for Ukraine
to strengthen democratic institutions,
improve the rule of law, ensure stability
and combat corruption – the same
mantras that “old Europe” has invoked to
counter talk of Ukraine someday joining
the European Union.
The underlying rationale for NATO’s
rejection of a MAP for Ukraine at this
stage, however, is the European powers’
reliance on Russian energy and the fear
that Moscow would punish them if they
agreed to allow Ukraine in.
NATO softened the blow by promising eventual membership and saying the
MAP issue will be addressed again later
this year.
Will anything change when NATO
foreign ministers reopen the debate in
December? Not unless Russia runs out of
gas in eight months – which, of course,
is not going to happen.
The fact remains that the European
powers collectively have invested tens
of billions of euros into energy projects
with Russia, and they do not want to risk
losing those investments by upsetting the
Kremlin.
With 80 percent of its Russian gas
imports transiting through Ukraine, the
European Union’s greatest nightmare is
Roman Kupchinsky is a former director of RFE/RL’s Ukrainian Service and a
partner in the U.S.-based consultancy
AZEast Group.

Russian leaders
are keen to see
Ukraine play a
role akin to that of
Finland during
the Cold War –
independent, yet
toeing the Kremlin
line on foreign
policy and security.
waking up one morning to find its gas
artery severed due to internal conflict in
Ukraine instigated by its powerful eastern neighbor.
Playing off those fears, Russian leaders are keen to see Ukraine play a role
akin to that of Finland during the Cold
War – independent, yet toeing the
Kremlin line on foreign policy and security.
Such a “Finlandization” of Ukraine
would appear to have the benefit of satisfying “old Europe” while also allaying
its fears of alienating Russia.
The realization of such a concept is
something that Berlin, Paris, London and
Rome are likely to support in order to
keep the gas taps open. It would also
make two things clear: a) Ukraine’s fate
as a geopolitical buffer between the
European Union and Russia would be
sealed; and b) Kyiv would, as a result,
have no place within NATO’s ranks.
But, while not rocking the boat might
serve Europe’s short-term interests, it
would be wise to take a hard look at the
long-term advantages it stands to gain
from ensuring a measure of control over
the gas supplies that will largely shape
its future.
Integrating Ukraine into Western
structures like NATO and the European
Union could go a long way toward
achieving such control, while sparing
Ukraine a fate as a Russian lackey.
Copyright 2008, RFE/RL Inc.
Reprinted with the permission of Radio
Free Europe/Radio Liberty, 1201
Connecticut Ave. NW, Washington DC
20036.

Quotable notes
“I’ve been to many parts of the world, and I know by comparison that there’s
a better way of life in the United States and in Europe than there is here. …
“Every goal I have ever set for myself in life, I have made come true. My
biggest goal right now is to help create a modern, democratic Ukraine. To me,
there is no fight more important than that.”
– Kyiv City Councilman Vitali Klitschko, 36, former heavyweight boxing
champion and current candidate for mayor of Kyiv, as quoted in a news story
headlined “Shifting focus from boxing arena to political arena,” by Vincent M.
Mallozzi, The New York Times, April 15.

The Ukrainian Weekly welcomes letters to the editor and commentaries on a variety of topics of
concern to the Ukrainian American and Ukrainian Canadian communities. Opinions expressed
by columnists, commentators and letter-writers are their own and do not necessarily reflect the
opinions of either The Weekly editorial staff or its publisher, the Ukrainian National Association.

by Metropolitan-Archbishop
Stefan Soroka
During his meeting with the Catholic
bishops at the National Shrine of the
Immaculate Conception in Washington
on April 16, Pope Benedict XVI gave
special recognition to the presence of
bishops from all the venerable Eastern
Churches in communion with the
Successor of Peter.
He asked the Eastern bishops “to
assure your communities of my deep
affection and my continued prayers, both
for them and for the many brothers and
sisters who remain in their land of origin.
Your presence here is a reminder of the
courageous witness to Christ of so many
members of your communities, often
amid suffering, in their respective homelands.” The Holy Father’s comments
reflect his knowledge and sensitivity to
the sufferings and persecutions endured
by many of the hierarchy, clergy, religious and faithful of the Eastern Catholic
Churches in their homelands. Escaping
persecutions and hardships and searching
for religious freedoms were often the
motivators for the immigration of many
to the United States of America.
Pope Benedict XVI characterized the
establishment of Eastern Catholic
Churches in the United States as “a great
enrichment of the ecclesial life of
America, giving vivid expression to the
Church’s catholicity and the variety of
her liturgical and spiritual traditions.”
Eighteen different Eastern Churches,
each celebrating in its particular liturgical and spiritual traditions, add to the
rich mosaic of Catholic life in America.
This is a unique situation in the world. It
Archbishop Stefan Soroka is metropolitan for Ukrainian Catholics in the
United States.

reflects the Catholic Church’s lived commitment to embracing and fostering its
rich spiritual giftedness in tradition and
prayer.
The hierarchs of the Eastern Catholic
Churches enjoy a positive and mutually
enhancing relationship with their Latin
brothers. The Eastern Catholic bishops
of the U.S. meet annually to share in
issues of common concern.
A
Committee of Relations between the
Eastern and Latin bishops in the United
States Conference of Bishops periodically meets to address any issues which
might arise. An additional region was
recently established within the United
States Conference of Bishops specifically
for the Eastern bishops.
Pope Benedict XVI’s acknowledgment
of the “courageous witness to Christ of so
many members of your communities,
often amid suffering, in their respective
homelands” resonates strongly for many
in the our Church. The Ukrainian GreekCatholic Church has suffered immensely
under successive repressions in Ukraine
in the past century. Thousands were martyred for their faith.
The religious freedom enjoyed in
America has allowed for the Ukrainian
Catholic Church to flourish, with approximately 200 parishes and missions and
well over 100,000 faithful. Our Church
in America expressed a strong and steadfast voice of faith for those who could
not speak in Ukraine in its time of persecution. The Church has since served a
significant role in the renewal of our
Ukrainian Catholic Church in Ukraine.
The pope’s theme in his U.S. visit,
“Christ, Our Hope,” offers encouragement to all in the Ukrainian Catholic
Church to continue to evangelize energetically here in America and in our
efforts to assist in the renewal of our
Church in our homeland.

Credit union leaders gather in D.C.
for Governmental Affairs Conference
by Theodora Turula
WASHINGTON – Every year credit
union leaders gather in Washington to
discuss the growth of their movement, to
plan for the future and to meet with congressional representatives and other government leaders. Among the 4,700 delegates participating in the Credit Union
National Association’s (CUNA) 2008
Governmental Affairs Conference on
February 23-26 were the leaders of
Selfreliance Ukrainian American Federal
Credit Union (SUAFCU), President/CEO
Bohdan Watral and Chairman Michael R.
Kos.
Conference participants heard from
former Secretary of State Colin Powell,
who said he was “one of those little
guys” that credit unions help. Mr. Powell
explained that when he was a young
man, credit unions gave him a muchneeded financial education.
CUNA President/CEO Dan Mica told
attendees that credit unions ensure the
nation’s consumers a strong, robust credit
union movement, ready to serve their
needs.
U.S. legislators also addressed conference participants, emphasizing the role
played by Congress in assuring that cred-

it unions operate efficiently within the
general financial system. Rep. Paul
Kanjorski (D-Pa.) spoke of the need for
credit union representatives to keep pushing for passage of the Credit Union
Regulatory Improvements Act (CURIA,
H.R. 1537). CURIA, which currently has
145 official House supporters, will
ensure that credit unions maintain their
rightful place within the U.S. banking
system.
Sen. Mary Landrieu (D-La.) assured
participants that she and Sen. Joe
Lieberman (I-Conn.) would introduce a
Senate bill identical to CURIA. “Credit
unions reach people where they are and
get them to where they need to be,” Sen.
Landrieu continued. “Sen. Lieberman
and I will do the best we can to move this
bill in Congress on your behalf” and on
behalf of the people credit unions serve,
she pledged.
A day of interaction with members of
the House of Representatives and the
Senate on Capitol Hill is an integral part
of the annual CUNA conference. Tom
Dorety, CUNA board chairman and president/CEO of Suncoast Schools Federal
Credit Union in Tampa, Fla., spoke
(Continued on page14)
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U.S. human rights report...
(Continued from page 3)
home in which foster parents raise their
own and foster children.) On May 4, 2007,
the president issued a decree outlining
measures to protect minor orphans and
children without parental care, and to provide support for foster parents.
Education is free, universal and compulsory until age 15; however, the public
education system continued to suffer
from chronic under funding. Teachers
were usually paid their salaries during
the year, but other monetary benefits
were not paid in some localities. Children
from poor families continued to drop out
of school during the year.
NGOs reported that a lack of schooling remained a significant problem
among the rural population. In some
cases rural schools were closed due to the
small number of school-age children,
forcing children to travel long distances,
often at personal expense, to attend
schools in other villages.
Commercial sexual exploitation of
children remained a serious problem.
According to domestic and foreign law
enforcement officials, a significant portion of the child pornography available
on the Internet continued to originate in
the country.
The country remained a point of origin
for internationally trafficked men, women
and children. The main destinations were
Russia, Turkey, Western and Central
Europe, particularly Poland, the Czech
Republic and the Middle East.
The country also was a transit route for
individuals from Central Asia, Russia and
Moldova. Seventy-five percent of victims
identified by the MIA during the year were
women who were forced into prostitution
or used as housekeepers, seamstresses,
dishwashers and as workers at manufactur-

ing plants.
The number of men identified as victims of trafficking for labor exploitation,
mainly as construction workers and miners, increased. One challenge with male
victims was their reluctance to acknowledge they had been trafficked and the
authorities’ tendency to prosecute the cases
on the basis of non-trafficking-related
statutes or to refuse to recognize it as labor
trafficking.
Children who were trafficked across the
border or within the country were forced to
provide sexual services, engage in unpaid
work or beg. Also children were trafficked
within the country for the purposes of producing pornography for use by pedophiles
from other countries.
Employment, travel, marriage and modeling agencies, as well as individuals were
involved in recruitment. Most traffickers
were members of organized crime groups,
had foreign partners and in some cases
bribed corrupt officials to facilitate the
movement abroad of victims. The number
of men and women among recruiters was
almost equal. Sometimes women served as
“success stories” to recruit potential victims, flaunting the money they ostensibly
earned abroad. The majority of recruiters
were identified as Ukrainian citizens.
Corruption in the judiciary and police
continued to impede the government’s
ability to combat trafficking. The low
number of prosecutions of government
officials for trafficking-related corruption
raised questions about whether the government was willing to take serious disciplinary action, especially against high-level
officials. Anti-trafficking experts noted that
prosecutors were often the weakest link in
the fight against trafficking, as their negative stereotypes of victims, lack of aggressive prosecution and difficulties in obtaining evidence from abroad led to the low
number of cases brought to court.

CONGRATULATIONS
SANYA!
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Government cooperation with NGOs on
anti-trafficking programs was steady during the year. Local administrations continued to include NGOs as partner organizations in their regional action plans, but
most funding for NGOs and shelters continued to be provided by international
donors. However, local authorities from 14
oblasts provided direct funding to anti-trafficking NGOs in the amount of $20,000
(103,139 hrv.)
Advocacy groups maintained that
there was societal discrimination against
persons with disabilities. According to
the Ministry of Labor and Social Policy,
there were 2.45 million persons with disabilities. The law mandates access to
buildings and other public facilities for
persons with disabilities, but it was poorly enforced. Some efforts were made to
improve access for persons with physical
disabilities to government and public
buildings in accordance with a 2005
presidential decree, but most public
buildings remained inaccessible.
The then deputy head of the
Verkhovna Rada’s Committee on
Pensioners, Veterans and Persons with
Disabilities, Valeriy Sukhkevych stated
on May 3, 2007, that the country did not
sign the U.N. Convention on the Rights
of Persons with Disabilities because
domestic legislation is poorly implemented and inconsistently protects the rights
of the disabled.
According to Semyon Gluzman of the
Ukrainian Psychiatric Association and the
Ukrainian American Human Rights
Bureau, psychiatric hospitals remained at
risk for abuse of patients and many psychiatric hospitals continued to use outdated
methods and medicines. The absence of
public watchdog councils at psychiatric
hospitals and a lack of enforcement of
legal protections deprived patients with
disabilities of their right to adequate medical care.
The Constitution and the 1992 Law on
National Minorities contain general guarantees for the protection of ethnic groups,
but the law refers only to citizens. There
are no implementing laws on violations of
this, according to the Constitution.
Although incitement to ethnic or religious hatred is punishable by Article 161
of the Criminal Code, human rights organizations expressed concern that a requirement to prove “direct intent,” including
proof of prior intent, makes it nearly
impossible to apply in practice. As a result,
prosecutors preferred to deal with racist
crimes by calling them hooliganism or
other simpler offenses in order to press

charges.
The Law on Printed Mass
Communication Media allows for the
suspension of publications for inciting
religious or ethnic hostility, but wasn’t
used in practice.
During the year domestic human
rights groups noticed growing ethnic
intolerance in the country and the
impunity of those responsible for acts of
violence. According to NGOs, in recent
years, xenophobic attacks have became
more systemic and brutal, while officials have frequently denied signs of
xenophobia or racism.
Harassment of racial minorities was a
continuing problem. There were reports
that police occasionally detained darkskinned persons for arbitrary document
checks, whereas document checks of lightskinned individuals were rare.
In August 2007 the MIA announced the
creation of a crime department to investigate crimes committed by foreigners as
well as against foreigners (who were the
majority of the victims of racially based
hate crimes).
On October 23, 2007, following a meeting between President Yushchenko, Acting
Internal Affairs Minister Mykhailo
Korniyenko, Acting SBU Chief Valentyn
Nalyvaichenko, Procurator-General
Oleksander Medvedko and leaders of the
Jewish community, the president’s
spokesperson announced the creation of a
special unit of the SBU to combat xenophobia. On November 13, 2007, the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs announced the
establishment of the new post of special
ambassador to combat racism, xenophobia
and discrimination.
NGOs reported that incidents of racial
hatred and xenophobia were increasing,
influenced by foreign skinhead and neoNazi groups, as well as locally based neonationalist organizations such as the
Ukraina National Labor Party,
Brotherhood, Patriots of Ukraine organization, Ukrainian Movement Against Illegal
Immigration, and the National Alliance
youth NGO.
The country’s estimated 400,000 Roma
(government figures were 47,600) faced
both governmental and societal discrimination. Representatives of Romani and
other minority groups claimed that police
officials routinely ignored, and sometimes
abetted, violence against them.
The Constitution provides for the “free
development, use, and protection of the
Russian language and other minority lan(Continued on page 9)

Alleluia! Your hard work paid off!
Congratulations on your Master’s in School
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Psychology earned at St. John's University.
We are very proud of you and your effort.

Wishing you the best of luck on the next step
towards your doctorate... We know you can
do it! Keep smiling!!! Be happy!!!

Mom, Roman, and the whole Huk family
and all those who know and love you ...

East 7th Street
between 2nd & 3rd Avenues
New York, NY
Friday, May 16 • 4pm-11pm
Saturday, May 17 • 11am-11pm
Sunday, May 18 • 1pm-5pm

Delicious Ukrainian foods
Ukrainian dance performances
Music
Artwork
... and much, much more!
Sponsored by St. George Church
30 East 7th Street
NY, NY 10003
(212) 674-1615
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A Ukrainian Summer
Supplement to The Ukrainian Weekly, May 4, 2008
Welcome to the 12th annual edition of our special section titled “A
Ukrainian Summer,” which highlights summer activities that offer participants a Ukrainian twist on their vacations and leisure time. (For
the record, we’ve prepared these special sections since 1997, and have
traditionally published them in the first issue for the month of May.)
In this year’s 16-page pullout section you’ll find useful and interesting information on venues from Sofiyivka in Uman, Ukraine, to
Soyuzivka in Kerhonkson, N.Y. You’ll see where you can learn to play
bandura, paint an icon, brush up on your Ukrainian language skills

or improve your sports prowess. You’ll find out how you can take up
Ukrainian studies at Harvard, in Lviv or online. And you’ll get some
tips on how to use the Internet to plan your own special trip to
Ukraine.
Special appreciation is due to the individuals and organizations
that submitted materials – articles and photos – for the 2008 edition
of “A Ukrainian Summer.”
And, to our dear readers, we say: Enjoy! May your “Ukrainian
Summer” be super!

Visit one of Ukraine’s Seven Wonders: Sofiyivka Park in Uman
by Illya M. Labunka
Kyiv Press Bureau

UMAN, Ukraine – Covering an area of
154.7 hectares (382.3 acres) and featuring a
picturesque array of glades, valleys, groves,
paths, ponds, fountains, streamlets, waterfalls, terraces and grottos, Ukraine’s
Sofiyivka has been compared to the
Belvedere Park in Vienna, Versailles outside of Paris and the Vatican Gardens in
Rome, among others.
As one begins to stroll through the
Sofiyivka dendrological park, at first glance
the visitor becomes enchanted by the park’s
Italian Baroque scenery coupled with statues of Greco-Roman historic antiquity and
mythology. With the Mediterranean-like
settings mesmerizing visual and audient
senses, the visitor is soon compelled to
remind himself that he is actually located in
the central Ukrainian town of Uman situated in southwestern Cherkasy Oblast.
A true masterpiece of architectural engineering and landscape gardening design,
the initial phase of the project to create
Sofiyivka took six years to complete.
Commissioned in 1796 by the Polish statesman and magnate Count Stanislaw Potocki
(1751-1805), Sofiyivka was presented as a
gift by the count as a symbol of his immortal love to his wife, Sofia Potocki (17601822), on her birthday in 1802.
Sofia Potocki, the Turkish-born daughter
of a Greek merchant, first visited Uman in
February 1796 when Count Potocki

Illya M. Labunka

The statue of Apollo Belvedere with the Grotto of Apollo to the right.
brought her to the town to show her one of
his many estates. The future countess
became so enthralled by the surrounding
countryside of Uman that Count Potocki
decided to create a fairytale park.
Count Potocki hired the Belgian-Polish
military engineer Ludwig Metzel to design
and construct Sofiyivka in honor of his
future bride, whom he wed in 1798.
Throughout the initial six-year period of

design and construction, as many as 800
workers were employed on a daily basis,
consisting mainly of serfs whom Count
Potocki transferred from his numerous
estates as he introduced the so-called
“chynsh” (a payment system) for his workers, financially rewarding them for their
labor.
Count Potocki died in 1805, never seeing Sofiyivka fully completed the way he

Panoramic view of the Lower Pond with the Flora Pavilion in the Background.

had visualized it.
Followers of Greek philosophy and
mythology can enjoy Sofiyivka’s landscaped versions of the Elysian Fields, the
Grotto of Thetis, the River Styx (which
flows for 672 feet), the Calypso Grotto, the
Ionian island of Anti-Circe on the Upper
Pond and the Grotto of Diana. They can
also sail underground through a 933-footlong tunnel on the underground river
Acheron.
Additional attractions include the Snake
Fountain on the Lower Pond, which is
graced with swans; the chaotic and impressive arrangement of granite boulders in the
Valley of the Giants below the Great
Waterfall; and a small waterfall named the
Three Teardrops, which represents allegorical mourning for the Potockis’ three children, who died at a young age.
Classical sculptures of Socrates, Plato,
Aristotle, Euripides, Mercury, Venus,
Apollo and Cupid, among others, abound
and seem to act as natural guides taking the
visitor on a journey of endless paths, groves
and streams.
A true topographical and architectural
marvel of the late 18th and early 19th centuries, Sofiyivka is also an horticultural
jewel, boasting a wide variety of plants,
herbs, bushes and trees – 1,994 different
species to be exact.
The dendrological park consists of
approximately 1,220 types of trees and
bushes, and 774 types of herbaceous plants.
Sofiyivka is currently beautified by 320 different species of roses alone.
The local trees were gathered from within a 100-mile radius, while more exotic
trees were imported over the years from as
faraway as Asia, Lebanon, Italy and
England.
Various types of maple trees, fir trees,
lindens, chestnuts, oaks, beeches and ashes,
among others, can be found throughout the
park. Italian poplar, Weymouth pine and
white acacias are just a few of the examples
of trees successfully introduced to
Sofiyivka over the decades.
Following the death of Sofia Potocki in
1822, Sofiyivka was inherited by Count
Potocki’s son from a previous marriage,
Oleksander Potocki. However, further
development of Sofiyivka was abandoned,
and the park slowly began to lose its luster.
In 1831 Tsar Nicholas I of Russia confiscated Sofiyivka from Oleksander Potocki and
named it the Empress’s Garden in honor of
his wife. The park, however, continued to
be referred to as Sofiyivka.
Over the years, Sofiyivka experienced
various degrees of renovation and management. In 1859, in accordance with the
tsar’s decree, Sofiyivka was incorporated
into the Russian Empire’s School of
Horticulture and was renamed the Uman
Garden of the School of Horticulture as the
school relocated from Odesa to Uman.
Following the Russian Revolution of 1917,
Sofiyivka was renamed the Garden of the
Third International in 1923.
In 1929, according to a resolution issued
by the People’s Committee of the Ukrainian
(See “Sofiyivka Park” on page 14)
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A Ukrainian Summer: where to go, what to do...

Cool off and relax at the Ukrainian heritage center, Soyuzivka
by Sonia Semanyszyn
KERHONKSON, N.Y. – Summer in
the city is a hot prospect, so why not
come up to the mountains? Cool off by
paying a visit to Soyuzivka and its surrounding countryside with refreshing
mountain air and beautiful vistas to bring
you inner peace and contentment while
you enjoy your Ukrainian heritage.
It has been a rough winter – a lot of
snow, ice damage and fallen trees. Now
with spring finally having arrived,
Soyuzivka staffers have begun cleaning
up while enjoying the warm spring sunshine. Even though technically
Soyuzivka has been closed, the
Ukrainian heritage center has been hard
at work all winter trying to make some
welcome and positive changes.
The major transformation, as you
probably are aware from earlier articles,
has been taking place in the Veselka Hall.
Jarema Kozak has refurbished the artwork of his father, Edward (Eko), that
decorated the hall. Renovations in
progress include new bathrooms, carpeting, new sheetrocked walls, a brand new
top-of-the line dance floor and a new air
conditioning system; replacement window curtains are now being sought. All
this is to be completed by the opening of
the 2008 season, Memorial Day weekend.
Soyuzivka visitors and guests will happily experience more restful sleeps as 85
old mattresses have been replaced. The
staff has also been changing bedspreads
and, in many cases, creating more sleeping
space (i.e. changing from one double bed
to two double beds) within most rooms.
The kitchen and dining rooms have been
cleaned thoroughly and painted. The Main
House lobby will have a new feel to it,
thanks to a new coat of paint and furniture
changes. Management hopes to put new
sleeper sofas into more rooms and make
some cosmetic changes in the Poltava,
Halych and Kyiv lobbies. As well, camp
buildings Sich, Lviv and Vynnyky are
being cleaned and spruced up.
Outdoors, staffers and volunteers have
cleaned and raked leaves, cut trees, and
pulled out some trees and stumps in the
soccer field to expand it to regulation
size. And, though Soyuzivka thought it
had lost two geese, thanks to Mother
Nature it was discovered that they were

sitting on some eggs. Thus, Soyuzivka
awaits the birth of some new goslings.
Staffers have also witnessed what they
call “amorous turkey action,” so expect
to see a few new poults (now you’ve
learned a new word) running around.
Some readers might be aware of the
big fire within the Shawangunk RidgeMinnewaska State Park area over the
weekend of April 18-20 – 3,000 acres
were burned in a fire that is still under
investigation. The fire came close to
Soyuzivka’s boundaries, but Soyuzivka
did not suffer any damage, nor did any of
its neighbors. There was a lot of smoke
and ash, but, thankfully, all the government agencies worked together to protect
the area as best they could.
Those of you who hike the woods will
see the damage. It is a sobering message
to us all to be careful and protect our
beautiful woods. Here at Soyuzivka, the
hiking trails are for your enjoyment, but
we ask that you let the front desk know
when you are going hiking or leaving
your car while going for a walk-about.
As summer approaches, keep in mind
that Soyuzivka has an action-packed
summer planned for you and your family
– starting with the grand reopening on
Memorial Day weekend, featuring the
Kino-Q Ukrainian Film Festival and the
Roma Pryma Bohachevsky Ukrainian
Dance Academy opening. The popular
band Hrim will be featured at the evening
“zabava” (dance).
Summer at Soyuzivka continues with
summer weddings, UNA Seniors Week,
Father’s Day and then the full-blown
summer activities program beginning in
July for both young and old, including all
the summer camps that keep the children
engaged and interested. The summer season officially ends with a rousing Labor
Day week and weekend.
Oh, and lest we forget, the summer of
2008 at Soyuzivka will include the
always popular tennis tournaments on the
Fourth of July and Labor Day holiday
weekends, as well as the swimming
championships, also during Labor Day
weekend.
Readers are advised to check out
Soyuzivka’s second Ukrainian Cultural
Festival on July 10-13. It will be a spectacular program with many fabulous activities and events worthy of this Ukrainian
heritage center. Stay tuned for a full pro-

Campers on a rock-climbing outing.

Roma Lisovich

The popular Hrim band will play many a “zabava” at Soyuzivka.
gram schedule and don’t miss it. Also,
check out the zabava schedules.
Incidentally, the best place to find updated
program and event information is on the
Soyuzivka website, www.soyuzivka.com.

Why not take a day or two and just run
away from home to a relaxing place
that’s full of fun – a welcome diversion
from the hustle and bustle of the city.
Vitayemo! – Welcome!

Young guests enjoy a game of hockey.
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Learn to dance at Roma Pryma Bohachevsky Dance Academy
by Chryzanta Hentisz
KERHONKSON, N.Y. – For more than
30 years, dancers wishing to learn
Ukrainian dance or improve their Ukrainian
dancing skills have been streaming from all
points of the compass to the Ukrainian
Dance Workshop and Ukrainian Dance
Camps founded by Roma Pryma
Bohachevsky.
This year the Roma Pryma Bohachevsky
Ukrainian Dance Foundation and the
Soyuzivka Heritage Foundation have
formed a partnership establishing the Roma
Pryma Bohachevsky Ukrainian Dance
Academy at Soyuzivka.
The academy is committed to the preservation of the art of Ukrainian dance and
instilling a love of Ukrainian culture and
tradition through dance. It encompasses not
only the workshop and two two-week
camps but establishes Soyuzivka as the new
summer home of the Syzokryli Ukrainian
Dance Ensemble.
To accommodate the academy,
Soyuzivka has made major improvements
in its facilities. A state-of-the-art dance floor
has been installed in the Veselka hall, which
also boasts a new air conditioning system
and new bathrooms.
Ania Bohachevsky Lonkevych, the executive director of the camps, is well qualified
to continue her mother’s work, having been
at her side as a dancer and instructor from
an early age. She will be joined by artistic
director Kristine Izak, instructor/choreographer Orlando Pagan and guest instructor
Stefan Calka – all of whom studied under
Mrs. Bohachevsky.
Ms. Izak earned her B.A. in dance,
majoring in performance and choreography,

and has been teaching at private dance
schools in the Philadelphia area since 1991.
Mr. Pagan is the artistic director of
Syzokryli as well the Roma Pryma
Bohachevsky School of Ukrainian Dance in
New York and affiliated schools in
Hartford, Conn., and Astoria, Yonkers and
Hempstead, N.Y.. Mr. Pagan is also a dance
instructor for the Dance Theater of Harlem
with which he performed for many years,
playing many leading roles all over the
world.
Mr. Calka, a principal dancer with the
Sacramento Ballet, will be joining the staff
of the workshop as guest instructor. After
training with legendary dancers and teachers such as Violette Verdy and Jose Manuel
Carreno at Indiana University, Mr. Calka
danced professionally with such groups as
the Les Grands Ballets Canadiens de
Montreal and the Los Angeles Ballet. He
has choreographed numerous works for the
Sacramento Ballet and assisted in the staging of works by George Balanchine for the
Bolshoi and Kirov ballets.
The Ukrainian Dance Workshop will run
from June 28 to July 13. It is intended for
advanced dancers at least 16 years old.
These dancers participate in a rigorous and
exacting program, taking classes in ballet,
character and Ukrainian dance, and repertory. The traditional final performance by the
workshop participants will be the highlight
of Soyuzivka’s Ukrainian Cultural Festival.
Beginner to advanced dancers age 8 to
16 will have the opportunity to attend either
one or both of the camps being offered in
two sessions: Dance Camp I, July 20 to
August 2; and Dance Camp II, August 3 to
August 16.

Irena Halatyn

A Hutsul dance as performed by students on stage at Soyuzivka.
Nina Kobryn, also a former student of
Mrs. Bohachevsky, will be on hand as
“kommendantka” (chief counselor) for both
camps, along with a large group of counselors to ensure 24-hour supervision of the
campers.
Dancers – no matter what their level –

will work on developing their technique and
dancing ability, while taking classes in ballet, character or Ukrainian dance, and repertory. The counselors are hand-picked by Ms.
Lonkevych to be ready to help students on a
(See “Dancing skills” on page 10)

Study the “Hopak” and more
at folk dance workshop, camp
by Paula Holoviak
LEHIGHTON, Pa. – The Ukrainian
American Heritage Foundation (UAHF)
will sponsor the 19th annual folk dance
workshop and camp for children and young
adults from Monday, June 30, through
Friday, July 4, at the Ukrainian Homestead
in Lehighton, Pa.
The camp runs daily from 10 a.m. to 4
p.m. and includes dance instruction,
singing, traditional crafts, sports, lunch,
swimming and a snack. Instruction is
offered to children age 5 and up, with an
advanced workshop instruction for experienced dancers.
As in previous years, the workshop will
include instruction with Andrij Dobriansky
(New York City) for the younger participants, and classical and folk training from
David Woznak of the Kashtan School of
Ukrainian Dance in Parma, Ohio, for the
advanced dancers.
A special feature of this year’s camp is a
bandura demonstration and workshop with
guest artist Roma Dockhorn. Ms. Dockhorn
will also offer instruction and listening ses-

sions for parents and the general public.
The camp will conclude with a performance on Saturday, July 5, at 7 p.m. This performance is open to the public, free of
charge, and will be followed by a dance in
the Ukrainian Homestead ballroom.
For more information on the camp or
the adult bandura workshop contact:
Paula Holoviak, 570-708-1992; Sandra
Duda, 610-377-7750; or Joseph
Zucofski, 570-622-8056; or e-mail
holoviak@kutztown.edu. Forms and
information are also available online at
www.kazkaensemble.org.
The camp is supported by Pennsylvania
Partners in the Arts, the regional arts funding partnership of the Pennsylvania Council
on the Arts, a state agency. State government funding comes through an annual
appropriation by the Pennsylvania General
Assembly and from the National
Endowment for the Arts, a federal agency.
PPA is administered in this region by Berks
Arts Council. Additional funding comes
from the Schuylkill County Commissioners
through the Schuylkill County Council for
the Arts.

Stephanie Milinichik

Camp counselors Andrew Melio (jumping) and Serhiy Firmanchuk in the ‘Hopak.”
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Get expert training at Chornomorska Sitch Sports School

Participants and staff of the Chornomorska Sitch Sports School at Soyuzivka.
by Matthew Dubas
PARSIPPANY, N.J. – The 39th annual
Chornomorska Sitch Sports School will be
held at Soyuzivka this year and will feature
two action-packed one week sessions,
starting July 20.
The intensive sports program will provide participants the opportunity to learn,
improve or perfect their skills in one or
more of the following disciplines: soccer,

volleyball, tennis and swimming.
This year’s coaching staff includes: soccer with Andrew Panas, Greg Serheev,
Yaroslav Twardowsky and Andrew
Kudryk; tennis with Stephen Sosiak, Dr.
Zenon Matkiwsky and Zenia MatkiwskyOlesnycky; swimming with Roman
Hirniak; and volleyball with George
Humeniuk.
Since 1970 the Chornomorska Sitch
Sports School has been committed to pro-

viding valuable guidance and inspiration to
young developing athletes.
The Chornomorska Sitch Sports School
prides itself on providing an environment
that fosters both moral and physical enrichment. Many graduates of the school have
gone on to hold positions of prominence in
various Ukrainian organizations and sports
clubs throughout the United States.
The Chornomorska Sitch Sports School
accepts boys and girls between the ages of

6 and 17 for one week or the full two
weeks for either day or overnight sessions.
Registration forms may be obtained at
www.soyuzivka.com. For additional information, readers may send an e-mail to
sportschool@chornomorskasitch.org or
contact Marika Bokalo, the Chornomorska
Sitch Sports School administrator, at 908851-0617. An early bird discount is available if the registration form and payment
are postmarked by May 31.
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Learn about Ukraine in Ukraine through University of Kansas
by Natalie Parker
LAWRENCE, Kan. – The proud and
beautiful medieval city of Lviv has been the
“Western Ukrainian capital of culture” for
three centuries. Founded in 1256 by Prince
Danylo Halytskyi, this city of 850,000 is
only 50 kilometers from the Polish border.
Under the long reign of Danylo’s son, Lev
(1264-1301), Lviv came to be the capital
city of the Galician-Volhynian Kingdom.
More recently, Lviv has been in the vanguard of the new Ukrainian national democratic movement.
The University of Lviv is the oldest university in Ukraine, established in 1661. The
university, one of the two principal centers
of learning in Ukraine, was later renamed
for the great national Ukrainian writer, poet
and statesman, Ivan Franko (1856-1916).
A six-week program offered by the
University of Kansas provides a unique
opportunity for graduate students to intesively study Ukrainian language and area
studies (political transition, society, economics, culture, etc.) in Lviv.
Instruction is provided by regular faculty
of the University of Lviv who have experience teaching American students. The program offers 150 class contact hours of lan-

guage instruction.
In addition to taking language and area
courses, students will work with individual
Lviv faculty on a research topic associated
with their stateside field of concentration.
The program includes a roundtable discussion with representatives of several
Ukrainian political parties. An on-site program director from the KU faculty accompanies the students.
The program includes numerous teacheraccompanied excursions in and around
Lviv, including the historic city center, various churches, and museums of history,
ethnography and architecture. The program
also includes three excursions outside Lviv:
a three-day trip to the capital city of Kyiv; a
two-day trip to the Carpathian mountains,
with visits to Mukachiv and Uzhorod; and a
one-day trip to the medieval castle of
Olesko.
All students enroll in: UKRA 675 (six
credits) and REES 895 (three credits).
These courses cover practical intensive
Ukrainian readings in language and culture
and Ukrainian area studies.
The University of Kansas summer
program in Lviv is open to students from
any accredited U.S. college or university
who have completed three years of col-

Students from the University of Kansas summer program in Lviv.
lege-level Russian (or equivalent) and/or
intermediate Ukrainian language, and
who have demonstrated interest in current social science and humanistic topics.
The program is targeted at graduate students in area studies, but undergraduates
who have the appropriate academic pro-

file may also be eligible.
Readers may visit www.studyabroad.
ku.edu for more information.
Also, readers may contact Dr. Alex
Tsiovkh of the Center for Russian, East
European and Asian Studies at 785-8644118 or crees@ku.edc.

Paint icons or study language
at Lviv’s Ukrainian Catholic U.
by Matthew Matuszak
LVIV – The Ukrainian Catholic
University (UCU) in Lviv invites interested North Americans (and others) to
take a course in painting icons or studying the Ukrainian language and culture
in the summer 2008.
The iconography course, which runs
from July 8 to 26, is offered in either
Ukrainian or English. The Ukrainian language and culture courses accept beginners, intermediate and advanced students, and run from June 23 to July 11 or
July 14 to August 1, or six weeks without
a break.
The UCU is offering its School of
Ukrainian Language and Culture for the
sixth year in a row.
Toronto native Mark Ihnatowycz participated in 2007 and was so taken with
Lviv that he has returned to teach UCU
students English in the 2008 spring
semester. He heard about UCU’s
Ukrainian-language summer school from
a past graduate from Montreal who, he
said, “highly recommended it.”
Mr. Ihnatowycz graduated from
McGill University in May 2007. He then
traveled to many Eastern European countries that summer, including Ukraine.
“Grandma especially was ecstatic about
the Ukrainian summer school. It was her
graduation present to me,” noted Mr.
Ihnatowycz.
His grandparents left Ukraine during
World War II and he has relatives in the
Lviv region. He first came to Ukraine
when he was 18, but only for three days.
“It was exhausting,” he noted. “Big
meals, meet all the relatives, very celebratory.”
The six weeks of UCU’s Ukrainian
summer school in 2007 were “very
refreshing,” he said. A chance to “feel
parts of Ukrainian culture and get other
people’s perspectives. Some fell in love
with it. Some couldn’t wait to go home.
I, fortunately or unfortunately, leaned
towards the love side.”

Participants enjoy the Icon-Painting
Summer School of the Ukrainian
Catholic University.
Mr. Ihnatowycz ended up in the summer school’s only advanced group of eight
students. Most of the school’s students
were in beginner or intermediate groups.
Once a week the advanced students had
minor grammar lessons, but, in general,
the group was “heavily discussion-based.”
They learned about Ukrainian culture and
traditions and worked on conversational
skills and writing.
Held at UCU’s new campus on
Khutorivka Street, the class included
walking tours of Lviv and weekend trips
to Kamianets-Podilskyi, Univ, Kolomyia,
Yaremche and Ivano-Frankivsk.
Mr. Ihnatowycz said he was impressed
by “the incredible diversity of the students.” His class included a British graduate student, an evangelical minister
from South Africa married to a
Ukrainian woman, a high-school senior
from the U.S., a film-maker from
Winnipeg now living in Ukraine for two
years, and two Peace Corps volunteers
(See “UCU summer” on page 13)
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Enroll in an online course
by Michael Naydan
UNIVERSITY PARK, Pa. – Penn State
University will be offering a three-credit
course in “Ukrainian Culture and
Civilization” (Ukrainian 100) as an
Internet-based course during the 2008 summer session. The class will be taught online
by Olha Tytarenko from Lviv, who has
been teaching the class each semester for
the past two years.
More information on the course can be
found at http://soc.our.psu.edu/soc/summer/Allup/p-z/ukr.html.
The Ukrainian 100 class was created in
1988 by Prof. Michael Naydan, the Woskob
Family Professor of Ukrainian Studies,
when he arrived at Penn State. It has been
taught at the university every semester
since 1989. Enrollments have ranged from
15 to 60 students. The course has been
taught once per year and on occasion in the
summer session, as an Internet-based
course, for the past seven years.
The course acquaints students with
Ukrainian culture from the origins of
Kyivan Rus’ in the ninth century to the
present day and will examine the many
facets that make up culture: history, politics,
language, literature, folklore, religion, science, music and art.
The course places Ukrainian culture in
the broader context of the Slavic peoples
and focuses on the development of national
identity from the origins of the Ukrainian
people, through the periods of Kyivan Rus’,
the Kozaks, tsarist Russian domination,
Soviet subjugation and the post-independence period after the dissolution of the
Soviet Union in 1991.

Specialize in Ukrainian studies
at Harvard’s summer school
by Peter T. Woloschuk

“Ukrainian Culture and Civilization”
instructor Olha Tytarenko.
At the end of the course, students will be
familiar with the problems that post-colonial Ukraine faces in the present day. They
will have a general knowledge of Ukrainian
history and geography, and will be
acquainted with representative achievements of Ukrainian high and folk culture.
As a general education course, Ukrainian
100 incorporates the following four elements of active learning: international competence (a much lesser known part of the
East European world), information gathering and analysis, active use of writing, and
dialogue pertaining to social behavior, community and scholarly conduct. The case of
Ukraine as a “submerged nation,” subsumed under tsarist Russia and the Soviet
Union, will provide students with a colonial
paradigm of development of culture and
language.

CAMBRIDGE, Mass. – The Harvard
Ukrainian Summer Institute (HUSI) has
something for everyone.
HUSI offers eight weeks of intensive
accredited university instruction in
Ukrainian studies and is jointly run by the
Harvard Summer School and the Harvard
Ukrainian Research Institute (HURI). The
summer program has been in existence
since 1971 and has welcomed more than
2,000 students.
This year ’s session will begin on
Monday, June 23, and conclude on
Friday, August 15. In addition to three
intensive Ukrainian language courses,
HUSI will offer a course in literature
taught by George Grabowicz, the Dmytro
Cyzevskyi Professor of Ukrainian
Literature at Harvard University and editor-in-chief of Krytyka, titled “20th
Century Ukrainian Literature: Rethinking
the Canon,” and a course in history taught
by Serhii Plokhii, the Mykhailo S.
Hrushevskyi Professor of Ukrainian
History, who joined Harvard University
in July 2007, titled “History of Ukraine.”
HUSI will also offer a special course in
Ukrainian music “Toward a History of
20th Century Ukrainian Music,” which
will be taught by Virko Baley, distinguished professor of music and composer-in-residence at the University of
Nevada, Las Vegas. He will survey the
historical development of music in 20th
century Ukraine, from the time when it

was still part of the Russian and Habsburg
empires, through the Soviet period and
the years of independence. The course is
divided into two parts: a historical-sociological analysis of the various stylistic
developments decade by decade, followed by a musical survey of each period
with illustrations and analysis of their
aesthetics.
HUSI’s courses will be supplemented
by a wide-ranging program of guest lecturers and cultural events, book and poetry readings, concerts, plays and screenings of Ukrainian films which will take
place at various venues on the Harvard
campus. All events are free and open to
the general public.
Among the lectures and events planned
are the following.
• Prof. David Marples of the department of history and classics at the
University of Alberta will discuss
“Current Perceptions of the OUN
[Organization of Ukrainian Nationalists]
and UPA [Ukrainian Insurgent Army] in
Ukraine: The Dilemmas of History and
Memory” based on his book “Heroes and
Villains.”
• Catherine Wanner, associate professor of history, anthropology and religious
studies, Penn State University, will deliver a lecture on her book “Communities of
the Converted,” which looks at evangelical movements and confessional pluralism in Ukraine.
(See “Harvard program” on page 10)

8

SPECIAL SUMMER SUPPLEMENT TO THE UKRAINIAN WEEKLY

No. 18

No. 18

SPECIAL SUMMER SUPPLEMENT TO THE UKRAINIAN WEEKLY

9

A Ukrainian Summer: where to go, what to do...

Use the Internet to plan your unique journey to Ukraine
by Andrew Fylypovych
PHILADELPHIA – It used to be that
travel to Ukraine was an exercise in
patience, determination and long-term planning. Spontaneity was inconceivable if only
because the Soviet authorities required that
visitors apply for a visa six months before
their anticipated travel date. Individual travel was essentially unheard of. And then, of
course, there was no reason to travel except
perhaps to visit distant relatives.
Moreover, travel to what many consider
the most beautiful parts of the country, the
gently rolling Carpathian Mountains, was
simply prohibited. Ivano-Frankivsk Oblast
was off limits for western “spies.” It housed
the advance positions of the underground
Soviet ballistic missile system. It was not
until the early 1990s that these restrictions
were lifted.
The last 10 years have brought remarkable changes.
Travel is now visa-free for U.S. citizens.
You can leave on the next plane you can
book and fly to the capital, Kyiv, from virtually anywhere on the globe. Even Lviv,
with its quaint pre-World War II airport,
welcomes international flights from
Warsaw, Frankfurt and Vienna. Ukraine’s
major international carrier, Air Ukraine
International, operates all-Boeing fleets outside the country, with service comparable to
that of any established carrier.
Ukraine boasts several luxurious hotels
and resorts. The recently opened Hyatt
Hotel in Kyiv merits a visit, if only because
of its spectacular location between two
stunning church complexes. Stand in front
of its curved blue glass facade at sunset and
be dazzled by reflections of both the St.
Sophia and St. Michael the Archangel
cathedrals. Should you stay there, be prepared to pay the equivalent of one-way airfare for a night’s lodging.
But not everything is unaffordable. So,
with less than two months to go before
summer starts, this is the time to start planning your special trip.
I must admit, I have a thing for western
Ukraine. After all, it is the birthplace of my
parents. It is also the place that I am most
familiar with, having travelled there frequently at various points in time, experiencing both menacing Soviet KGB agents and
Andrew Fylypovych is an attorney
practicing in Philadelphia. He has traveled to Ukraine numerous times over the
last 35 years and dreams of creating a
photo-essay for National Geographic.
He has no financial or family ties to any
of the businesses or sites mentioned. All
links were active at the time of writing.
If you run across an interesting site, contact him at afyl@bwhllc.com.

Andrew Fylypovych

A view of the Pip Ivan peak.
more mild-mannered customs officials.
But what if you are unfamiliar with the
area but still have that desire to go? Never
fear. With the Internet, your trip planning is
but a few mouse clicks away.
Keep in mind that sometimes the
Ukrainian websites load more slowly or not
at all – be patient and try again later – you
won’t be disappointed. Also, for those readers concerned about parental control over
access to the web, be advised that some
sites do carry tasteless peripheral advertising – presumably an unfortunate consequence of tough economic conditions in
Ukraine. Avoid those and not only will you
become your own travel agent, but you will
even improve your Ukrainian on those sites
that are not bilingual. Where else would you
learn that a snowmobile is a “snihokhod”?
You can buy air tickets to Ukraine
through virtually any of the numerous websites, so let’s focus on travel once you get to
Lviv, the “unofficial” capital of Ukraine.
For a guide who speaks impeccable
English and will help you with with lodging, a car and driver, bike trips, castle tours
and backpacking, you simply cannot beat
the owner of Lviv Ecotour, Vladislav

In the meadows above the town of Verkhovyna.

Tsarynnyk (www.lvivecotour.com ).
His site also offers a good link to the better hotels in Lviv, including the Hotel
Opera. My wife and I stayed there with two
picky teenagers in 2006 and thoroughly
enjoyed the experience. Do not overlook the
artwork on the walls – all of which is for
sale. For those who might want to spring
for a little bit more luxury, the brand new
Hotel Leopolis (www.leopolishotel.com)
looks like the new standard bearer in Lviv.
But in order to get a feel of the true
Ukraine, you have to visit the countryside.
Always hospitable people, Ukrainians have
become even more so now that they can
make a living doing what they do best –
hosting guests. There is nothing better than
experiencing life in the village with all of
the comforts of home.
Forget stories of washbasins hanging
from fence posts or trips to the outhouse in
the middle of the night. Virtually all lodging
set up for tourists contains the essentials on
the inside. Only the truly remote locations
retain their rustic past.
From personal experience on a trip in
2006, I can recommend a stay with the
Hutsuliak family in Prokurava, a short car

ride from Kosmach. You can find them on
the KarpatyInfo site, or visit them directly at
www.valentyn.gmxhome.de. And when you
get there, give them a big hug from me!
Pani Orysia will cook up a storm and Pan
Roman will take you on a hike to visit a
sheepherders’ hut where they will make
“bryndzia” (a sharp farmer’s cheese) before
your eyes and let you taste “banosh” (a
cornmeal stew). And if you bring a pack of
Marlboros to the head shepherd, he will
return the favor with a tasting (or two) of a
remarkably flavorful home distillation.
Perhaps the most comprehensive website
for lodging in the Carpathian region is
www.karpaty.info/ua/, which is similar to
the better known Trip Advisor site. It provides detailed multilingual information on a
variety of lodging and restaurant options, all
conveniently sorted by location.
No trip to the Carpathians is complete
without a visit to the heart of Hutsul country, the region inhabited by the fiercely independent mountain folk who continue to
make those brilliant pysanky. The most colorful eggs are in the Kosiv region, centered
around the village of Kosmach, situated in a
(See “Internet plans” on page 11)

A sheepherders’ hut above the village of Prokurava.
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Enjoy the season at UAYA’s estate/camp in upstate New York
by Petro Kosciolek
ELLENVILLE, N.Y. – “Oselia” – the
estate and camp center of the Ukrainian
American Youth Association (UAYA,
also known as CYM – using the first letters of the organization’s Ukrainian
name) is once again gearing up for a
great summer season.
Situated just 90 miles northwest of New
York City, in a valley between the Catskill
and Shawangunk mountains, it is the perfect getaway for those looking to escape
the hectic city or suburb lifestyle.
The tranquil scenery of the mountain
stream is reason enough to stay; for others,
it’s the atmosphere at one of the social
events or the music at a “zabava” (dance).
Parents have peace of mind knowing that
their children are in a camp setting with
qualified supervision, ready to embark on
exciting adventures. Summertime at Oselia
brings together young adults, teenagers,
parents, children and not-so-young adults –
with something for everyone.
This year, UAYA’s National Camp
Commission has organized a variety of
camps at Oselia, offering children from
age 3 through high school seniors an
unforgettable experience.
Ukrainian-language day camps run con-

currently for 2- to 4-year-olds (Husenyata)
and for preschoolers to age 6 (Sumenyata).
Kindergarteners and first-graders who
aren’t quite ready to spend a week at the
sleep-away camp, can attend a transitional
camp (Perekhodovyi), where they prepare
to sleep at the camp around the middle of
the week. The traditional sleep-away camp
(Vidpochynkovyi) will have separate programs for children to age 11, and those
from 12 to 14 years of age.
Several specialized camps will also be
offered this summer. Ukrainian performing and visual arts instruction will be presented at arts (Mystetskyi) and bandura
(Kobzarskyi) camps, featuring the worldrenowned bandura instructors Oleh
Sozansky and Taras Lazurkevych. Sports
enthusiasts age 10 and older will receive
professional training in soccer, tennis,
volleyball, softball, track and field, and
swimming at the ever-popular sports
(Sportovyi) camp.
Set in the wilderness, “River Camp”
(Praktychnyi) will give teenagers the
opportunity to build their own campsite,
where they’ll live, learn and have fun for a
full week. The two-week program of the
counselor-training camp, (Vyshkilnyi) will
bring together experts from Ukraine and

Campers against the backdrop of a mountain vista.
the U.S. to prepare high-schoolers for
work with UAYA youth.
UAYA’s annual youth jamboree, “Zlet,”
kicks off the season on Memorial Day
Weekend. Over 400 youths from 10 UAYA
branches will engage in academic and athletic competitions, vying for first-place trophies and medals. On Sunday, May 25,
members will have the honor of hosting
the International Holodomor Torch, at
which several dignitaries will be present.
The weekend of the Fourth of July
promises to be a special treat for all, with
the VIII Lemko Vatra festival, this year
jointly sponsored by Oselia and the
Organization for the Defense of Lemko
Western Ukraine. Festival-goers will dance
to live music by the popular bands Hrim
and Halychany, and will attend concerts
featuring some of the best talent from
Ukraine, Poland, Canada and the U.S.,
while enjoying a pig roast, Ukrainian
kitchen, cultural displays and more.
For guests planning to spend a weekend,
week or longer, Oselia’s motel rooms have
been updated and many now are equipped
with cable TV, refrigerators, microwaves,

hair dryers and other amenities.
Liturgies are celebrated regularly at the
newly built Chapel of St. Michael the
Archangel. Hot meals are served daily in
the restaurant, while lighter fare is available at the café and snack shop. Several
wireless hotspots are located throughout
Oselia, including the food and beverage
outlets and new children’s playground
areas. A dip in the Olympic-size pool and
sunbathing on its deck make for a complete day of relaxation in the mountains.
A range of activities is also being
planned throughout the summer, including
exercise and Yoga classes, poolside massages, baking, card-making and scrapbooking classes, pool bingo and campfire
sing-alongs.
Oselia is located on Route 209 in Ulster
County, N.Y., two miles south of the
Village of Ellenville. Detailed information
about children’s camps, events and facilities can be found on Oselia’s website,
www.cym.org/us/ellenville, by phoning
the main office at 845-647-7230 or e-mailing Ellenville@CYM.org.

Dancing skills

Campers get to enjoy a “vatra,” or campfire, with skits prepared by the dancers and
the counselors; “clash” day, when everyone,
including counselors, instructors and the
director, dresses in outrageous outfits for
rehearsal, and a farewell banquet.
They also show off their newfound skills
and tricks at the Soyuzivka “zabavy” –
making the traditional Kolomyika fun and
exciting not only for the participants but for
the crowds of onlookers.
Those wishing to participate in the programs may get further information regarding registration and requirements at
www.syzokryli.com or www.soyuzivka.com.

A singing and music activity for the youngest campers.

Immerse yourself in Ukrainian
by Tony Harras
CANORA, Saskatchewan – The extended program of Adult Ukrainian Language
Immersion Camp will be offered once again
in 2008. Thus, in addition to the weekend
program running on August 7-10, the
extended program will follow until August
15.
AULIC is held at Trident Camp, 25 kilometers north of Canora, Saskatchewan, at
Crystal Lake resort. Further information
about the venue and facilities are available
at www.aulic.ca.
During the first four days of camp, three
levels of instruction will be offered: beginner, intermediate and advanced. The extended five-day program will allow for a more
intense language immersion environment
and is dedicated to intermediate and
advanced level participants who wish to
build on their knowledge of the Ukrainian
language.
AULIC’s success is based primarily on
the quality of language instruction, which is
supplemented with a culturally enriched
program. The organizing committee ensures
that instructors selected for the camp are
skilled Ukrainian teachers; whenever possible and practical, instructors with past
AULIC experience will be engaged for

2008 and any new instructors will be
required to meet the high standard set by
their predecessors.
The registration fee for the four-day
weekend (August 7-10) is $185 per participant if received prior to July 7, and $200
thereafter. The fee for the entire nine-day
extended program (through August 15) is
$310 if received by July 7, $325 thereafter.
Room, board and all printed materials are
included in the registration fee.
Those interested in learning more about
AULIC 2008 may contact a member of the
organizing committee: Ed Lysyk, 306-7896622; Wayne Hydeman, 306-545-2003;
Ken Mazur, 306-789-4062; Katerina
Oleski, 306-585-7054; or Tony Harras, 306586-6805 or 306-585-7945 (fax). Readers
may also e-mail info@aulic.ca.
AULIC is sponsored by the Ukrainian
Canadian Professional and Business
Association of Regina and the Ukrainian
Orthodox Men’s Association of Regina.
Financial assistance is provided by
Ukrainian Canadian Congress –
Saskatchewan Provincial Council and
Regina Branch, Saskatchewan Lotteries,
Saskatchewan Organization of Heritage
Languages (SOHL) and the Ukrainian
Canadian Foundation of Taras Shevchenko.

(Continued from page 4)
one-on-one basis, enhancing the dancers’
learning experience. Each camp will present
a final program that will highlight not only
the dancers’ achievements in Ukrainian
dance but also character and ballet.
While all of the participants in the dance
programs work intensively, dancing long
hours every day, there are also many opportunities for enjoying the facilities at
Soyuzivka, particularly spending time at the
pool and socializing with fellow campers.

Harvard program
(Continued from page 7)
• Johanan Petrovsky-Shtern, assistant
professor, department of history,
Northwestern University, will deliver a talk
based on his book “Ukraine’s Anti-Imperial
Choice: The Case of Leonid Pervomaiskyi,”
which will be released by the Yale
University Press in December 2008.
• Timothy D. Snyder, professor and
director of graduate studies, department of
history, Yale University, will discuss the
findings of his research on Wilhelm Von
Habsburg (Ivan Vyshyvannyi) for his new
book “The Red Prince: The Secret Lives

of a Habsburg Archduke,” which will be
released on June 2 by Basic Books.
The Harvard Ukrainian Research
Institute’s own publication editor and
writer-in-residence, Volodymyr Dibrova,
will read from and discuss his award winning novel “Andriyivskyi Uzviz”
(Andrew’s Way).
• Artist Natalka Husar, will present
“Between Tradition and the AvantGarde,” a one-act play by Halyna
Stefanova.
For further information on HUSI’s programs call Tamara Nary, programs
administrator, at 617-495-3549 or e-mail
HURI@fas.harvard.edu.
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Sign up for one of Plast’s many summer camps across the U.S.
by Danylo Peleschuk
BOSTON – Beginning in May, preparations for the Plast summer camp season are
full speed ahead as this Ukrainian scouting
organization founded in 1911 offers an
array of one-, two- and three-week camps
for Plast scouts of all ages across Canada

and the United States.
As usual, Memorial Day weekend kicks
the summer off with the three-day “Sviato
Yuriya” camporee, to be held this year at the
“Pysanyi Kamin” campground in
Middlefield, Ohio, on May 24-26.
Three-week scouting camps –

Participants of a Plast camp in the Pacific Northwest.

Older “yunaky” practice precision marching.

“vykhovno-vyshkilni tabory” – for “novatstvo” (children age 7-11) and “yunatstvo”
(youths age 12-18) will take place at
“Pysanyi Kamin,” “Vovcha Tropa” in East
Chatham, N.Y., and “Novyi Sokil” in North
Collins, N.Y., on July 5-26.
The Pacific Northwest also will play host
to camps for all ages at Camp Pigott, in
Snohomish, Wash., on July 7-19. In addition, the highly popular camp known as “U2,” a two-week camp featuring challenging
outdoor experiences for older teens, will
take place at “Vovcha Tropa” on July 5-20.
In addition to its regular camps, Plast
will sponsor several leadership and counselor training camps – “vyshkoly” – for
boys and girls ages 14 and up. Among these
is “Zolota Bulava,” a leadership specialization camp for teens age 14-15 that will be
held this year in Haliburton, Ontario, on

June 28-July 6. “Lisova Shkola,” a longrunning intensive counselor-training camp
for camp counselors of “yunaky,” along
with its counterpart for females, “Shkola
Bulavnykh,” will take place in Hunter, N.Y.,
beginning on June 21. “Lisova Shkola”
ends on July 4, while “Shkola Bulavnykh”
concludes on July 3. For older teens looking
for training to work with Plast cub scouts,
there’s “Novatskyi Vyshkil” at “Vovcha
Tropa” on June 21-July 2.
By way of specialized camps, the Plast
fraternity “Chornomortsi” will sponsor its
annual “Morskyi Tabir,” a one-week, water
activities camp at Lake Wallenpaupack, Pa.,
on August 9-16.
For dates, applications and more specific
information on Plast’s summer camps, readers are advised to log on tothe website
www.plastusa.org.

Campers with full gear on a hike.

Internet plans
(Continued from page 9)
wide valley at the eastern edge of the
Carpathian divide.
For history buffs, this is where the
Ukrainian Insurgent Army (UPA) withstood
the Soviet KGB special troops well into the
1950s. Ask some old timers and they will
show you where these freedom fighters
stayed hidden. Other travelers will be interested in the simple majesty of a morning
sunrise atop a mountain “polonyna” (meadow), or charmed by the distinct pitch of a
sheepherder’s “sopilka” (flute).
Some will argue that the tourist business
has been growing too rapidly and the area is
threatened by overdevelopment. Kosmach,
for example, had no lodgings listed on the
Internet two years ago. Today, there are at
least five welcoming places. The Kosiv
region’s options also have expanded.
But the charm of the region “as before”
still exists. One very inviting possibility is
the village of Yabluniv (www.sadyba.org.ua
– a site which is only in Ukrainian).
Another resource for rural tourism is the
website run by the Rural Green Tourism
Association of Ivano Frankivsk Oblast
(www.members.aol.com/chornohora).
While it appears little utilized, it does offer
some interesting general information.

For all things related to hiking in the
Carpathians, do not miss a website loaded
with photos, articles and related links, mostly in Ukrainian, www.karpaty.com.ua. If
carrying a backpack around is not your
thing, then by all means check into this very
new hotel complex near Tatariv.
www.koruna.com.ua
And although summer may seem like an
odd time to visit a ski resort, do not overlook Bukovel, west of Yaremche
(www.bukovel.com). Eliminate stressful
uphill walking, take the chairlift up on a
cloudless day and walk down gazing at the
superb views while planning how you will
conquer those moguls when you are
charmed into returning next winter.
A great resource on rural “green lodging”
across all of Ukraine is at the multilingual
site www.greentour.com.ua/ukrainian/catalog, which has just been updated.
If you need more ideas, then study the
site of the first Ukrainian travel magazine
devoted
to
the
Carpathians,
www.karpaty.net.ua, together with all of its
interesting links.
Your travels can be as luxurious or as
simple as you plan them. Keep in mind that
automobile travel remains potentially hazardous, particularly in rainy weather or at
night. But wherever you go, you will be met
by friendly, warm and delightful people.
Enjoy your trip!

The littlest campers of Tabir Ptashat.

Consider camp at ‘Novyi Sokil’
by Roksolana Stasiuk Miecyjak
NORTH COLLINS, N.Y. – Even
though there was snow on the ground, in
the early spring volunteers of the Plast
campground “Novyi Sokil” were busily
planning and preparing for this summer’s
camping activities.
“Novyi Sokil,” the first Plast campground in America, has been host to generations of Ukrainian scouts from all corners
of the world. Situated on over 40 acres of
beautiful parkland in upstate western New
York, the campground is known for its intimate, warm and friendly atmosphere, and
is a nice alternative for those who feel lost
or insignificant at larger camps.
The official “Novyi Sokil” website at
www.novyisokil.org has information and
registration forms that can be downloaded.
Camps are being formed for the 6-12year olds (novatstvo) as well as the 12-18-

year olds (yunatstvo) and will run from
July 5 through the 26.
The always popular “Tabir Ptashat”
will take place July 6-12. Tabir Ptashat is
for children age 4-6 and their parents,
who can’t wait to share the Plast experience with their youngest ones. It is highly debatable who actually enjoys this
camp more, the littlest campers or their
parents. Check out the pictures on the
novyisokil.org website.
For more information, call Darka
Hankewych, 773-772-5390, or e-mail
dapka@juno.com.

LvivRentals.com
from $59 per night
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Learn to play the bandura at Kobzarska Sich in Pennsylvania
by Anatoli Murha
EMLENTON, Pa. – Founded in 1979,
Kobzarska Sich was designed to bring
together bandura players from all over
North America to learn more about the
bandura, Ukraine’s national instrument,
and its unique art form. Over the years,
Kobzarska Sich has diversified its programming to encompass the rich traditions and sounds of Ukrainian choral
music.
Kobzarska Sich offers two bandura programs and two vocal programs. All four
programs are held within the August 10-24
time frame, though each program has its
own schedule. In addition to the specialized programs offered, there will be free
time for sports, swimming and relaxation.
The 2008 music program will feature
Oleh Mahlay as musical director. The
artistic director and conductor of the
Ukrainian Bandurist Chorus, Mr. Mahlay
will work with the following instructors to
give participants a unique musical experience: Oleh Sozansky, Julian Kytasty, Irene
Zawadiwska, Natalia B. Mahlay and the
Rev. Deacon Ihor Mahlay.
Scholarships are available for first-time
participants, and for returning participants
for the bandura programs only.
The 2008 programs of Kobzarska Sich
are described below.
• Bandura Course – a two-week program, August 10-24: The course offers
over seven hours of daily instruction in:
the technique of playing bandura, bandura
history, solo and ensemble playing and
singing, music lectures, elementary music
theory (as needed). This course is designed

for children and teens age 12 and up and
adults of all ages.
• Bandura Workshop – a one-week program, August 10-17: This workshop covers the basics of playing bandura and bandura history. Participants are introduced to
ensemble playing and singing, music lectures, elementary music theory (as needed). This workshop is designed for children age 9-11.
• Ukrainian Sacred Music Workshop –
a four-day program, August 14-17: This
program was introduced at Kobzarska
Sich just last year with great attendance
and success. The workshop provides an
opportunity to sing sacred works by
Ukrainian master composers and provides
practical pointers for church singers, cantors and conductors alike relative to common areas of church singing. Listening
lectures will open up many hidden aspects
of sacred music tradition. This course is
designed for older teenagers (age 15 and
up) and adults of all ages.
• Ukrainian Vocal Music Workshop – a
one week program, August 17-24: This
intensive and enjoyable workshop focuses
on the singing and performance of
Ukrainian folk music. Participants will
take part in various ensembles and receive
private lessons, and be instructed by teachers with extensive backgrounds in
Ukrainian vocal music. This course is
designed for older teenagers (age 15 and
up) and adults of all ages.
Kobzarska Sich is held at All Saints
Ukrainian Orthodox Camp in Emlenton,
Pa. The camp offers over 90 acres of pristine beauty in the Allegheny Mountains.
The camp’s facilities include volleyball

Participants of the bandura course at Kobzarska Sich.
courts, a swimming pool, 10 cabins for
participants, a Millennium Cultural Center
with housing and classrooms, an activities
pavilion, tennis and basketball courts, an
infirmary and nature trails. All Kobzarska
Sich participants are housed on the
grounds of All Saints Camp in either cabins or the Millennium Cultural Center.
A final concert for the two-week

Bandura Course and the one-week
Ukrainian Vocal Workshop will be held on
Sunday, August 24, at 1:30 p.m.
For more information readers may contact Kobzarska Sich Administrator Anatoli
W. Murha at 734-658-6452 or ks@bandura.org. To download a registration form
online log on to www.bandura.org/bandura_school.htm.

Hone your skills by attending
a bandura workshop for adults
by Paula Holoviak
LEHIGHTON, Pa. – The Kazka
Ukrainian Folk Ensemble, in collaboration
with the Ukrainian American Heritage
Foundation of the Lower Anthracite
Region, will sponsor a bandura workshop
for adults at the Ukrainian Homestead,
just off Route 209 in Lehighton, Pa., on
Friday evening, June 27, and Saturday,
June 28.
The workshop features lectures,
demonstrations and lessons from guest
artist Roma Dockhorn of Philadelphia.
Ms. Dockhorn has studied with such masters as Julian Kytasty and Victor
Mishalow at bandura camps in the U.S.
and Canada. She has worked with young
people, passing on her knowledge to
them; facilitated bandura workshops at
Manor College in Jenkintown, Pa.; and
performed at art openings and coffee

houses in the Philadelphia area.
The workshop will begin on Friday at 7
p.m. with a cocktail reception and brief
bandura demonstration. The workshop
continues with two sessions on Saturday,
10 a.m. to noon and 1-4 p.m.
The cost for the two-day workshop is
$50 and includes the Friday reception and
lunch on Saturday. Both experienced
musicians and interested newcomers are
welcome to this informal musical event.
For more information or registration
materials, call Paula Holoviak at 570-7081992 or e-mail holoviak@kutztown.edu.
For overnight accommodations at the
Ukrainian Homestead contact Ulana
Prociuk at 610-377-4621.
This workshop is partially funded by a
grant from the Commissioners of
Schuylkill County and Pennsylvania
Council on the Arts through the Schuylkill
County Council for the Arts.

Enjoy a New York City festival
by Taras Schumylowych
NEW YORK – Seventh Street between
Second and Third avenues will be closed to
traffic and open for a celebration by the
Ukrainian community of New York City on
Friday, Saturday and Sunday, May 16, 17
and 18. St. George Ukrainian Catholic
Church is sponsoring its 32nd annual street
festival; the official opening will be on
Friday evening.
There will be many booths featuring
Ukrainian food – varenyky, kovbasa,
stuffed cabbage (“holubtsi”), home-baked
goods – and selling Ukrainian arts and
crafts, such as embroideries, wood carvings,
ceramics and traditional Ukrainian Easter

eggs, or pysanky.
The Ukrainian chorus Dumka of New
York will give a concert of Ukrainian sacred
music at St. George Church on Sunday at
1:15 p.m. The chorus performs under the
direction of Wasyl Hrechynskyj.
Festival-goers can enjoy the weekend
outdoors, while listening to singers and
watching those ever-famous Ukrainian
dancers with their boundless energy, amazing high jumps and spectacular steps performing the “Hopak” and other folk dances.
All in all, the street festival presents an
excellent opportunity to discover or revisit
this ethnic neighborhood in the East Village,
which for decades has been home to a thriving Ukrainian community.
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Come to the Grazhda to enjoy classical music, and more
by Natalia Sonevytsky
JEWETT, N.Y. – Founded in 1983 by
Ukrainian American composer and musicologist Ihor Sonevytsky, the Music and
Art Center of Greene County (MACGC)
has been recognized in the region as well as
on the Ukrainian cultural scene as the
foremost organization featuring classical
chamber music concerts performed by
nationally and internationally renowned
artists.
Music at the Grazhda successfully celebrated its silver anniversary last year under
the auspices of Music and Art Center of
Greene County. It launches its 26th summer season on July 12 with a concert by the
well-known instrumental folk ensemble
Cheres. Cheres will be perform ancient yet
avant-garde music of Ukraine, Romania
and beyond.
The 2008 summer series will include
five concerts to be held on Saturdays,
July 12 through August 30.
An exciting innovation this season will
be three monodrama performaces by the

acclaimed Ukrainian actress Halyna
Stefanova on August 2, 3 and 9. Ms.
Stefanova will perform (in Ukrainian) a
play by Yuri Shcherbak about Taras
Shevchenko’s relationship with princess
Repnina and two stage pieces based on letters and poetry of Vasyl Stus and a novel
by Oksana Zabuzhko.
The July 19 fund-raising concert will
feature the young up-and-coming violinist
Nazarii Pylatiuk, the second-prize winner
of this year’s prestigious Lysenko
International Music Competition in Kyiv.
The Music at the Grazhda Chamber
Music Society – Ihor Pylatiuk, violin;
Nazarii Pylatiuk, violin; Borys Deviatov,
viola; Natalia Khoma, cello; and
Volodymyr Vynnytsky, piano – will mark
its fifth season as MACGC resident ensemble on July 26.
The acclaimed bass-baritone and artistic
director of the Green Mountain Opera
Festival in Vermont, Taras Kulish, will sing
a recital on August 16 with Mr. Vynnytsky
at the piano.

Pay a visit to the Homestead
by Borys Prokopovych
LEHIGHTON, PA. – Located in the
Pocono Mountains of Pennsylvania just 75
miles north of Philadelphia and 90 miles
west of New York City, the Ukrainian
Homestead offers visitors a wide range of
activities in a beautiful country setting.
Founded in 1957 by the Organization for
the Rebirth of Ukraine, the Homestead is
dedicated to the celebration of Ukrainian
heritage and culture.
Five miles from the Pennsylvania
Turnpike (NE Extension, Exit 74), the
Homestead has been a unique gathering
place for friends and family for over 50
years. The Ukrainian Homestead is available for weddings, family reunions, company picnics, swim parties, ballroom and
polka dances, ski trips, and Ukrainian arts
and crafts instruction. Our services include:
motel rooms, dormitory rooms, Ukrainian
and American kitchen, three halls for rental,
plenty of parking and over 200 acres to
explore.
On August 16 and 17 the Homestead will
attract thousands of visitors to its two-day

UCU summer
(Continued from page 6)
teaching in the Mykolaiv region who
knew Russian but came to improve their
Ukrainian.
Other groups had students from Italy
and Argentina, and an 80-year-old
Roman Catholic priest from Portugal,
whose parish is now mostly composed of
Ukrainians in the new diaspora and with
whom he wanted to communicate better.
After the summer school, Mr.
Ihnatowycz said he came back to Canada
“with more questions” about the land of
his grandparents – “but better ones,
which prompted my interest in coming
back.” He is now teaching English to students at the UCU, Holy Spirit Seminary
and Lviv Polytechnic University. In the
fall he plans to pursue graduate studies in
Canada or the U.S. in literature and interdisciplinary research.
The UCU is holding its Icon-Painting
Summer School for the third year in a row.
“The school is aimed both at teaching
its participants drawing skills and intro-

Folk Festival featuring dazzling dances,
melodic songs and beautiful arts and crafts.
The festival also includes an evening of
dancing until dawn.
From picnics and formal events to soccer
and volleyball tournaments, this country
place has the room and the facilities for
small or large groups to hold whatever
events they choose.
The Ukrainian Homestead is available
year-round for skiers, bikers, campers,
rafters, hunting and fishing enthusiasts, conventioneers, and vacationers.
Nearby attractions include the historic
town of Jim Thorpe, whitewater rafting,
Crystal Cave, Coal Mine Museum and an
old-fashioned drive-in movie theater.
The Homestead hosts the Ukrainian
Gold Cross Children’s Camp, the Kazka
Dance Camp, a Mountain Biking Camp,
and a Paintball Camp.
For more information or to make
reservations call the Ukrainian Homestead at 610-377-4621 or 215-235-3709,
or e-mail oselia@ptd.net. The website
www.ukrhomestead.com has a complete
schedule of events.

ducing them to the theology of the icon,”
explained the director, Solomiya Tymo.
“The practical workshops are conducted
by experienced iconographers deeply
knowledgeable in the local western
Ukrainian techniques of icon-painting.”
“The theoretical classes will introduce
you to the fundamentals of art theory and
theology necessary for an adequate
understanding of Eastern Christian
iconography,” Ms. Tymo explained. “The
learning process will be closely integrated with the experience of the Byzantine
liturgy and will include tours of various
churches, monasteries and museums with
rich collections of icons. For everyone
interested, it is a marvelous opportunity
to learn, to see and to meet people with a
similar interest.”
For more information about UCU’s
School of Ukrainian Language and
Culture, see www.ucu.edu.ua/eng/summerschools/language/uss. For information
about the iconography school, see
http://www.ucu.edu.ua/eng/summerschools/pastoral.programs/icon.painting.
The application deadline for both is June 1.

The Music at the Grazhda Chamber Ensemble of 2007.
The season will end with a piano recital
by the dazzling concert pianist Valentina
Lisitsa on August 30.
This year the MACGC will also feature
courses on ceramics and pysanky with
instructor Sofika Zielyk, July 28-August 1;
embroidery with Luba Wolynec, August 48; bead stringing – gerdany with Anastasia
Berezovsky, August 4-8. A special workshop will highlight traditional ritual baking.
Larysa Zielyk and Slava Stasiuk will teach
the art of baking Ukrainian paska and
kolach, as well as the famed wedding
bread, “korovai,” August 4-8.
There will also be a two-week course on
Ukrainian folk singing for children (July
28-August 8) conducted by opera singer
Anna Bachynsky. The course will culminate in a children’s recital on August 8.
General information, profiles of per-

formers, program changes and updates and
membership information will be available
online
(starting
in
June)
at
www.GrazhdaMusicandArt.org
For concert information please call
Natalka Sonevytsky at 212-674-6569 or
518-989-6479; for folk art courses please
call Sofika Zielyk at 212-533-6419 or 518989-6218.
***
The Music and Art Center of Green
Gounty is a non-profit organization supported in part by the New York State
Council on the Arts, the Cultural Fund of
the Greene County Council on the Arts,
Self Reliance New York Federal Credit
Union, private donations and memberships.
The Grazhda is located on Route 23A in
Jewett, N.Y.
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Sofiyivka Park
(Continued from page 1)
Soviet Socialist Republic, Sofiyivka officially became a state reserve, thus acquiring
a quasi-autonomous status which it maintained until 1955. In the meantime, in
1945 the park’s name was again changed to
the Uman State Reserve Sofiyivka.
In 1955, via a resolution of the Cabinet
of Ministers of the Ukrainian SSR,
Sofiyivka’s management was transferred to
the Academy of Sciences of the Ukrainian
SSR and all academic research on
Sofiyivka’s territory became subordinate to
the Central Botanical Garden of the
Academy of Sciences.
In 1958 a resolution of the Cherkasy
Oblast Council granted Sofiyivka 6.19
hectares of land that had originally
belonged to the Uman Public Works
Department. An additional 9.5 hectares
were awarded to Sofiyivka that same year
by the Uman Agricultural Institute. In
1972 Sofiyivka’s territory was further
expanded as a military unit relinquished 5.1
hectares of its domain in favor of the park.
In 1980 Sofiyivka suffered a major natural disaster when the nearby Kamianka
river flooded the territory of the park and
severely damaged or destroyed over 50
objects of art and landscaping examples.
For the next four months, Sofiyivka underwent the largest repair and restoration project in its history. In 1994, by presidential
decree, Sofiyivka was designated a national
dendrological park.
Today the National Dendrological Park
Sofiyivka of the National Academy of
Sciences of Ukraine is not only a romantic
gem for those who admire architecture,
landscaping, sculpture and the best of what
nature has to offer, but also a triumph of the
successful collaboration between nature
and academe. Today this dendrological
park and scientific research institution
focuses its activity on plant introduction,
acclimatization, biodiversity preservation
and landscape park development.
Sofiyivka is officially open for visits
from May 1 to November 15, from 9 a.m.
to 6 p.m. daily. However, under prior
arrangement with the management, the
park can be visited throughout the year. On
average, 600,000 individuals from all over
the world annually visit Sofiyivka.
The entrance fee on weekends for adults
is approximately 8 hrv (less than $2 U.S.)
and 5 hrv for children. The cost of admission is slightly less on weekdays; however,
prices may change due to the recent fluctuation of the hryvnia’s value versus the U.S.
dollar.
The cost for excursion tours for groups
of 10 persons or less amounts to 120 hrv

Illya M. Labunka

18th century marble statue of Paris in
the Winter Garden, imported from the
Mediterranean.

three-hour drive from Kyiv, heading south.
A mini-bus (known as a “marshrutka”)
departs from Kyiv’s main train station
approximately every hour as the mini-van
fills up. The cost is 35 hrv (approximately
$7) one way. The marshrutka drops each
passenger off at Uman’s main bus station,
which is a convenient walk from the
Sofiyivsky hotel and entrance to Sofiyivka.
In addition, buses depart from Kyiv’s Bus
Station No. 1 (located on Moskovska
Square) four times per day, each taking
slightly more than three hours to reach
Uman.
In 2007, in a nationwide survey selecting

the Seven Wonders of Ukraine, the
National Dendrological Park Sofiyivka
received the highest honor, as more people
cast their vote for the park than for any
other site in the country.
According to Sofiyivka’s director, Ivani
Kosenko, due to the genuine and sincere
efforts of U.S. Ambassador William Taylor
Jr., his wife, Dr. Deborah Taylor, and Mr.
Taylor’s cousin, Sukie Amory of Boston,
Sofiyivka’s administration has recently
managed to establish formal ties with the
Chicago Botanic Garden in hopes of promoting worldwide recognition of Ukraine’s
most famous dendrological gem.

Hazelnut Pond near the main entrance to Sofiyivka.
(approximately $24). Excursions are
offered in Ukrainian, Russian, English,
Polish, French and German. In addition to
the already mentioned attractions, an individual walking tour can be combined with a
ride on horseback or in a horse-drawn carriage, as well as trips on the mini-steamboat
Sofia, ferry boats and catamarans on the
Upper and Lower Ponds. Winter attractions include a sleigh ride.
Sofiyivka is located on the southeastern
edge of the city of Uman. The park is
served by two hotels situated on either end
of the park, which also happen to be the
entrances/exits to and from Sofiyivka. The
Soviet-era hotel on Sadova Street known as
the House of Scientific Creativity which
was built on the premises of the Druzhba
restaurant, is actually more expensive and
offers inferior service when compared to
the recently constructed modern hotel
Sofiyivsky, which is conveniently located
across the street from Uman’s bus station
on Kyivska Street.
The only attraction worth visiting in the
Soviet-era hotel on Sadova Street is the
Winter Garden, which currently houses a
permanent exhibition of original 18th century classical marble statues that had been
imported from Italy long ago and at one
time graced the entire territory of Sofiyivka.
Average boarding prices at the Sofiyivsky
Hotel range from approximately $20 (U.S.)
for a single to $50 for a double. However
it should be noted that prices may go up in
the summer months.
The city of Uman is approximately a

The Valley of the Giants between the Great Waterfall and the Lower Pond.

The Pink Pavilion on the the Island of Anti-Circe, popularly known as the Island
of Love, on the Upper Pond.

The Venetian Bridge over the Lower Pond.
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U.S. human rights report...
(Continued from page 8)
guages,” but organizations and political
parties in the Russian-speaking community
complained about the increased use of
Ukrainian in schools, college entrance
exams, the media and the courts.
Rusyns (Ruthenians) continued to call
for status as an official ethnic group in the
country, noting that neighboring countries
accept them as minorities. In June 2007
Ms. Karpachova petitioned the prime minister to add Rusyns to the register of ethnic
groups.
According to assessments by the World
Health Organization and the Joint United
Nations Program on HIV/AIDS, the country remains one of the most HIV/AIDS
affected in Europe with an estimated infection rate of 1.4 percent of the adult population. Persons with HIV/AIDS faced widespread discrimination and lack of access to
treatment. Although the country’s national
AIDS law incorporates rights protections
for persons with HIV/AIDS, implementation remained weak. Persons with
HIV/AIDS continued to face discrimination in the workplace; job loss without
legal recourse; harassment by law enforcement, prosecutorial and judicial authorities; and social isolation and stigmatization
within their communities.
The gay and lesbian rights organization
Nash Mir (Our World) expressed concern
about ongoing discrimination and characterized the attitudes of political and religious leaders as indifferent or even outright hostile towards the gay community.
Other issues of concern included reports of
ongoing police abuse of gays, threats by
police to inform gays’ families and
employers of their lifestyle, and the lack of
access to medical treatment and information for gay men on prevention of
HIV/AIDS.
According to Roma advocacy groups,
several government publications portrayed
Roma as criminals. The Romani Congress
of Ukraine also noted “Osnovy Zdorovya,”
a fourth-grade health textbook recommended by the Ministry of Science and
still in use although it included illustrations
depicting negative Roma stereotypes.
The Crimean government continued to
permit schools to use textbooks that contained inflammatory and historically inaccurate material about Tatar Muslims
despite government promises to address
their concerns.
The law provides for the right of workers to join unions to defend professional,
social and economic interests, and this
right was generally respected in practice.
Large companies and some local government officials continued to resist the formation of unions.
Under the law, all trade unions have
equal status, and the establishment of a
trade union does not require government
permission. However, unions affiliated
with the Federation of Trade Unions
(FTU), which inherited assets from the
official Soviet-era unions, enjoyed an
advantage in organizing workers.
Unions reported that the registration
process was extremely burdensome, entailing visiting up to 10 different offices, submitting extensive documentation and paying a number of fees.
Unions affiliated with the FTU are
considered “official,” whereas unions not
affiliated with the state federation are
considered “independent.” All unions
affiliated with the FTU, as well as several
new, independent labor unions, were registered. While the FTU supported
protests in some professions over unpaid
wages, most FTU affiliates worked closely with management. Enterprise managers were free to join the FTU.
Independent unions provided an alternative to the official unions in many sectors
of the economy.
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Independent unions continued to be
denied a share of the former Soviet trade
unions’ huge property and financial holdings. These included the social insurance
benefit funds, a Soviet-era legacy on
whose boards FTU-affiliated unions held
the majority of seats, giving them a benefit the independent unions could not
offer. Leaders of non-FTU trade unions
claimed that the FTU improperly sold
some Soviet-era assets in order to thwart
their future distribution. The Parliament
in February 2007 established a temporary
moratorium on the sale of property by the
FTU to halt sales.
Independent trade union leaders complained that government representatives
sought to influence union votes and pressure members to report on union activities.
Members of independent unions sometimes claimed that management forced
them to carry out additional assignments
without compensation or threatened them
with dismissal if they refused to leave their
union. There were also complaints that
official, FTU-affiliated unions continued to
deduct union dues from the salaries of
workers who had chosen to leave the official union for an independent one.
The law permits trade unions to organize and participate in collective bargaining,
but these rights were not always respected
in practice.
According to the law, joint workermanagement commissions should resolve
problems concerning wages, working
conditions, and the rights and duties of
management at the enterprise level.
Although the law provides the right to
collective bargaining, the manner in
which the law was applied prejudiced the
bargaining process against independent
unions and favored official, FTU-affiliated unions. Most workers were not
informed that they were not obligated to
join an official union.
The law protects children from exploitation in the workplace, but the government
did not always effectively enforce the law.
Children were found working primarily in
agriculture, coal mining, trade at open air
markets, services, manufacturing and construction. Trafficking of children for the
purpose of forced labor and sexual
exploitation was a problem.
Enforcement measures were often inadequate to deter violations. The
International Labor Organization sponsored a regional anti-trafficking project
aimed at eradicating the worst forms of
child labor and child trafficking, including
exploitation of street children and other
children at risk.
The law provides for a maximum 40hour workweek, a 24-hour period of rest
per week, and at least 24 days of paid
vacation per year. The law provides for
double pay for overtime work and regulates the amount of overtime hours
allowed. However, regulations covering
rest periods, maximum hours and overtime were not always effectively
enforced.
Although the law contains occupational
safety and health standards, these frequently were ignored in practice. Lax safety
standards and aging equipment caused
many injuries on the job. During the year,
there were 18,192 workplace injuries
reported, including 1,176 job-related fatalities.
Illegal coal mines connected to organized crime and corrupt managers were
particularly unsafe. The number of miners reported injured in the coal sector
during the year was 6,567, including 268
fatalities.
The law gives workers the right to
remove themselves from dangerous work
situations without jeopardizing continued
employment; however, independent trade
unions reported that, in practice, asserting
this right would result in retaliation or perhaps dismissal by management.
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TO PLACE YOUR AD CALL MARIA OSCISLAWSKI, (973) 292-9800 x 3040
or e-mail: adukr@optonline.net

Ukrainian Book Store

SERVICES

Largest selection of Ukrainian books, dance
supplies, Easter egg supplies, music, icons,
greeting cards, giftwear and much more.
10215-97st
Edmonton, AB T5J 2N9

Toll free: 1-866-422-4255
www.ukrainianbookstore.com

PROFESSIONALS

WEST ARKA

LAW OFFICES OF
ZENON B. MASNYJ, ESQ.

2282 Bloor St. W., Toronto, Ont., Canada M6S 1N9

Fine Gifts
Authentic Ukrainian Handicrafts
Art, Books, CDs, Ceramics
Embroidered Goods and Supplies
Gold Jewelery, Icons, Magazines
Newspapers, Pysankas and Supplies
All Services to Ukraine, Mail-orders

In the East Village since 1983
Andrew R. CHORNY
Manager

Serious personal injury, real estate
for personal and business use, representation of small and mid-size
businesses, securities arbitration,
divorce, wills and probate.
(By Appointment Only)

Tel.: (416) 762-8751
e-mail: andrew@westarka.com

Fax: (416) 767-6839
www.westarka.com

FIRST QUALITY

157 SECOND AVENUE
NEW YORK, NEW YORK 10003
(212) 477-3002

UKRAINIAN TRADITIONAL-STYLE

MONUMENTS
SERVING NY/NJ/CT REGION CEMETERIES

OBLAST
MEMORIALS
P.O. BOX 746
Chester, NY 10918

845-469-4247
BILINGUAL HOME APPOINTMENTS

GEORGE B. KORDUBA
Counsellor at Law
Emphasis on Real Estate, Wills, Trusts and Elder Law
Ward Witty Drive, P.O. Box 249
MONTVILLE, NJ 07045
Hours by Appointment

Tel.: (973) 335-4555

BILINGUAL UKRAINIAN-ENGLISH

NJ LICENSE S1003562

LYDIA (“LESIA”) ZBOROWSKI GOLUB, PH.D
CLINICAL PSYCHOLOGIST

MERCHANDISE
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CLINICAL, ADOLESCENTS, ADULTS, FAMILIES,
TREATMENT OF ANXIETY, DEPRESSION,
BEHAVIORAL AND INTERPERSONAL PROBLEMS
51 UPPER MONTCLAIR PLAZA, SUITE 29
UPPER MONTCLAIR, NJ 07043
973-655-9472

FOR SALE
FOR SALE 1 Bedroom unit in the
Ukrainian Village complex near South
Bound Brook, NJ, for seniors 55 years
and older. Excellent condition. Ground
level. No stairs to climb. Tel: (203) 3864456 (day) or (203) 926-0422 (eve)

(Continued from page 2)
Yushchenko on parliamentary republic
KYIV – President Viktor Yushchenko
said on April 24 that, taking account of
current realities, the discussion on changing the form of government in Ukraine is
out of date, RFE/RL’s Ukrainian Service
reported. Prime Minister Yulia
Tymoshenko recently announced that the
parliamentary bloc bearing her name
would initiate constitutional changes to
transform Ukraine into a parliamentary
republic. “Is an unstable institution able
to form a stable national development? Is
it able to bring a responsibility for a policy, for a course of stability while itself
being unstable? No, of course not,” Mr.
Yushchenko said, referring to the
Verkhovna Rada. “When the parliamentary republic is mentioned, you should
read in parentheses: the republic of the
prime minister. This poses a big threat to
our children, our future. This is not a
model we can accept easily,” the president said. “I am deeply convinced that in
a transitional period, a period of a transformation, the presidential form of government is more effective,” he added.
(RFE/RL Newsline)
Clash over head of State Property Fund
KYIV – Prime Minister Yulia
Tymoshenko on April 25 once again
introduced Andrii Portnov as the acting
head of the State Property Fund, while
President Viktor Yushchenko again reinstated Valentyna Semeniuk to the post,
RFE/RL’s Ukrainian Service reported.
The Cabinet of Ministers, which has criticized the State Property Fund for failing
to make privatization measures fully
transparent and disrupting the current
government’s privatization plan, attempted to replace Ms. Semeniuk with Mr.
Portnov for the first time on February 6.
The following day, Mr. Yushchenko overturned the government’s dismissal of Ms.
Semeniuk on the grounds that the move
violated the Constitution of Ukraine.
President Yushchenko argued that
appointing officials to the State Property
Fund is within the parliament’s jurisdiction. On April 25 Prime Minister
Tymoshenko again tried to remove Ms.
Semeniuk based on a decision by a Kyiv
court suspending the president’s first
decree. Speaking at the office of the State
Property Fund, Ms. Tymoshenko said: “I
am convinced that the president will fight
corruption. And in this case Semeniuk
should be brought to account.” After his
nomination by Ms. Tymoshenko, Mr.
Portnov signed an order to privatize the
Odesa Portside Plant, Ukraine’s secondlargest chemical plant, the privatization
of which was earlier suspended by Mr.
Yushchenko on the grounds that it is not
in Ukraine’s national interest. Two hours
after Mr. Portnov’s nomination, the president issued decrees again reversing the
government’s decisions regarding both
the head of the State Property Fund and
the privatization of the Odesa Portside
Plant. Prime Minister Tymoshenko
ordered Mr. Portnov not to carry out the
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presidential decrees. (RFE/RL Newsline)
YTB seeks to oust procurator general
KYIV – The Yulia Tymoshenko Bloc
(YTB) has started collecting signatures in
support of the dismissal of Procurator
General Oleksander Medvedko,
RFE/RL’s Ukrainian Service reported on
April 29. Valerii Pysarenko of the YTB
said that the initiative was prompted by
the situation that emerged in the State
Property Fund. According to Mr.
Pysarenko, the YTB faction will insist
that the issue of Mr. Medvedko’s dismissal be included on the agenda of the
Verkhovna Rada on its first session after
the Orthodox Easter holiday. Prime
Minister Yulia Tymoshenko on April 25
attempted for the second time to replace
the head of the State Property Fund,
Valentyna Semeniuk, with Andrii
Portnov. The government’s dismissal of
Ms. Semeniuk was once again overturned
by presidential decree. At the same time,
the government’s decision was opposed
by the Procurator General’s Office,
which, according to legislation, suspended it. However, the government immediately overruled the objection of the
Procurator General’s Office. (RFE/RL
Newsline)
Ukraine settles its gas debts
KYIV – Ukrainian Prime Minister
Yulia Tymoshenko on April 28 told her
Russian counterpart Viktor Zubkov in
Kyiv that Ukraine has paid off its debts
for gas delivered to Ukraine by Russia,
RFE/RL’s Ukrainian Service reported.
“Over these past three months, we have
been able to smooth out our relations,
sign new contracts, and build practically a
direct relationship [without intermediaries],” Ms. Tymoshenko said. “Today we
sent our last payment [to Russia], which
fully settles [Ukraine’s] total debt for natural gas. And we can say at this time that
Ukraine has paid off all of its debts,” she
said. Mr. Zubkov said that the settlement
of the debt “opens the way to further
developing solid cooperation in the gas
sector and building a relationship for
many years to come, with understandable,
transparent contracts for gas supply and
gas transit through Ukrainian territory.”
Mr. Zubkov did not provide further
details. Neither prime minister said how
much the debt amounted to. Previously,
Ukrainian President Viktor Yushchenko
said that Ukraine owed some $2 billion to
Russia for gas consumed in 2008, but
Prime Minister Tymoshenko denied that it
was so much, instead citing a figure of
nearly $900 million. (RFE/RL Newsline)
Media discuss Russia’s stance
MOSCOW – In Moscow on April 11,
the nationalist RBK Daily wrote that
Poland’s behavior in holding up European
Union-Russia talks is dictated purely by
“geopolitical considerations.” The paper
quoted Russian Ambassador to NATO
Dmitry Rogozin as saying that “Poland
wants to become the leading European
power.” The same day, the Russian daily
Vedomosti argued that Ukraine is the
(Continued on page 11)

OPPORTUNITIES
EARN EXTRA INCOME
working from home! NO selling,
NO stress and NO initial investment.
Send resume to
chrisbradley4401@yahoo.com

Run your advertisement here,
in The Ukrainian Weekly’s
CLASSIFIEDS section.

Looking for a mature woman to take
care of husband and wife in New
York. Live-in, $150 per day.
Knowledge of English and references
required. Call Jean 845-567-6359

APARTMENT FOR SALE
Beautiful, spacious, 2-bedroom/ 1 bath apartment in the “Ukrainian
Village,” South Bound Brook, New Jersey (residents must be 55+).
Sunny apartment is located on the second floor for privacy, with
wall-to-wall carpeting, A/C, a private balcony and eat-in kitchen.
Unit has been recently renovated and has a new electric range.
Offered at $175,000. If interested please call (732) 796-1035 to set
up an appointment to view the nicest unit in the “Ukrainian Village.”
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“gateway to Europe.” The paper suggested that U.S. President George W. Bush
made an “error of strategic magnitude” at
the recent NATO summit by seeking
Europe’s agreement on missile defense
while relegating the question of
Ukrainian NATO membership to a future
gathering. The paper stressed that
“Ukraine is Russia’s gateway into the
very heart of the continent, enabling it to
become a player in the Balkans, on the
western and southern shores of the Black
Sea, and in Central Europe as well.
Without Ukraine, Russia is stuck in the
northeastern corner of the map of the continent.” The daily continued by saying
that by “permitting Ukraine to wander out
of its orbit for good, Russia will bid a
fond farewell to its own chances to recover as one of the major powers in Europe,
as it was in the second half of the 20th
century. With Ukraine consigned to
Western Europe, Russia will never succeed in nurturing into existence along its
borders an alternative, independent economic and political zone that other postSoviet countries could join.” Britain’s
The Economist wrote on April 11 that
“America’s policy in Eastern Europe is
running out of steam. Earlier successes,
such as expanding NATO to the Baltic
states, are now overshadowed by disunity.
Some newer NATO members even view
Germany as something of a ‘fifth column’
for Russia. Given the uncertainty over
what a new American presidency will
bring, the outlook for many in Europe’s
ex-Communist states is worrying.”
(RFE/RL Newsline)
Territorial claims on Moldova?
BUCHAREST – Speaking in Bucharest
on April 17, Romanian President Trajan
Basescu said he does not consider the
signing of a formal treaty delineating the
frontier between Romania and Moldova to
be a priority, regnum.ru reported the following day. In that context, Mr. Basescu
observed that “quite a number of people”
in Ukraine are discussing, albeit not at the
official level, the possible return to
Ukraine of the unrecognized breakaway
republic of Transdnistria. He added that
the proponents of such a redrawing of borders fail to take into account possible
Moldovan counterclaims on territory in
southern Ukraine. Ukrainian Foreign
Affairs Minister Volodymyr Ohryzko was
quoted on April 19 by the weekly Zerkalo
Nedeli as saying Kyiv has asked
Bucharest for an explanation of Mr.
Basescu’s remarks and will not make any
public comment until it receives one. Mr.
Ohryzko added that Ukraine regards
Moldova as a sovereign and independent
state, and he noted that Ukraine and
Moldova have already reached agreement
on the delineation of two-thirds of their
common border and hope to finalize the
remaining, Ukraine-Transdnistria sector
by the end of this year, regnum.ru reported
on April 21. The Moldovan Foreign
Ministry responded on April 18 to Mr.
Basescu’s comments with a statement
reaffirming that the signing of a border

treaty would serve as “a constructive precondition for regulating border relations
between the two countries on the basis of
European principles of good-neighborliness.” (RFE/RL Newsline)
Poland cites counterproductive Russian moves
WARSAW – The International Herald
Tribune on April 22 quoted Polish
Defense Minister Bogdan Klich as saying
in Warsaw recently that neither the
European Union nor NATO provides sufficient security guarantees for Poland in
relation to Russia. He argued that Poles
feel they have “a reduced level of security... provoked by tendencies in Russia
over the past few years.” Mr. Klich said
that due to the Russian behavior, Poland
has offered to host 10 U.S. interceptors as
part of Washington’s planned missiledefense system. This, he said, will provide U.S. military backing in addition to
security guarantees that are part of NATO
and EU membership. Poland also wants
U.S. help in modernizing its military. Mr.
Klich argued that “the distribution of
NATO institutions in Europe is not balanced. The majority of NATO and EU
institutions are located in the western part
of Europe. That is the reason why we
began those talks with the Americans
over missile defense.” The defense minister noted that a U.S. military presence in
Poland could also deter Russia from trying to use energy supplies as a political
tool against his country. Several Czech
officials said in 2007 and 2008 that
Russian threats to target the Czech
Republic with missiles if it hosts a missile-defense radar site were counterproductive to Moscow’s interests. The Czech
officials argued that the Russian threats
led Prague to conclude that it truly needs
a U.S. military base. Some Russian critics
of Moscow’s foreign policy argue that its
unnecessary aggressiveness also impelled
Ukraine and Georgia to seek security
guarantees through NATO membership,
which Russia strongly opposes. (RFE/RL
Newsline)
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WHO sees...
(Continued from page 1)
900,000 individuals in Ukraine are currently being treated for alcoholism in
some type of medical institution.
However, Dr. Shevchuk claimed that the
actual figure may be as much as three to
five times higher, as every year the number of those suffering from the disease of
alcoholism increases by 50,000.
Over the course of the last four years,
according to the above-mentioned survey, the consumption of hard liquor
among boys and girls age 13-15 has
increased 1.5 times while the consumption of wine among the same category
and age group has increased 2.5 times.
“We strive to become members of the
European Union (EU), but no one can
really estimate when we will be invited to
join. But we doctors know. And that day
will come when we eradicate alcoholism,” stated Dr. Shevchuk. In Dr.
Shevchuk’s opinion no Western European
country will go out of its way to welcome
a Ukrainian who is an alcoholic, whose
child is a drug addict and whose family
members suffer from HIV/AIDS and
tuberculosis. “The EU leadership will
always find a reason to place Ukraine in a
long queue,” added Dr. Shevchuk.
According to the study conducted by
the UISR, beer turned out to be the leading alcoholic beverage of choice for 68
percent of those surveyed, including 54
percent in the 11-12 age group, 66 percent in the 13-14 age group and 74 percent of those who were age 15-16. Wine
and champagne were equally the next
most popular beverages for 58 percent of
those surveyed, as wine was consumed
by 42 percent of the 11-12 age group, 58
percent of the 13-14 age group and 73
percent of the 15-16 age group; and
champagne was consumed by 51 percent

of the 11-12 age group, 60 percent of the
13-14 age group and 64 percent of the
15-16 age group.
Of those surveyed who admitted consuming alcohol once or more per week, 9
percent were sixth graders (12 percent
male, 7 percent female), 18 percent were
eighth graders (20 percent male, 17 percent female), 21 percent were 10th
graders (16 percent male, 25 percent
female), 25 percent were first-year vocational school students (23 percent male,
28 percent female), and 21 percent were
university students (19 percent male, 23
percent female).
Students who admitted being inebriated anywhere between four and 10 times,
or more, constituted 10 percent of all
10th graders, 18 percent of all first-year
vocational school students and 13 percent
of all university-level students. The survey also underscored that detrimental
alcohol dependency among females
develops at a much faster pace the earlier
one begins to use alcohol.
In order to eradicate the problematic
trend of adolescent alcohol consumption,
as well as adult alcoholism, Dr.
Shevchuk suggested that society must not
be indifferent to the disease, whether it
lurks at home, at the office or during
recreation.
He praised Ukraine’s Parliament for
passing legislation curtailing certain
advertising and marketing practices that
had been in place since the early 1990s.
Finally, Dr. Shevchuk suggested that
the time has come for developing a
national strategy, with appropriate
financing, aimed at combating the alcoholization of the population. “It’s time to
start talking about alcohol as a weapon of
mass intoxification of our youth, as well
as Ukraine’s work force,” added Dr.
Shevchuk.

Lukashenka on Chornobyl problems
KHOYNIKI, Belarus – During a visit
to a heavily contaminated area near
Khoyniki, in the Homiel Oblast of
Belarus,
President
Alyaksandr
Lukashenka said that all Chornobyl-related problems will be solved in Belarus
within the next five years, Belapan
reported on April 28. Mr. Lukashenka
cited the government’s efforts to revitalize districts affected by the fallout from
the accident. “Some time has passed and
we see renovated towns here. The mortality rate has dropped by 20 percent and
the birthrate has gone up in these districts. People have made up their mind.
They are wiser than us, we should simply
not traumatize them,” Mr. Lukashenka
said. The Belarusian president accused
the country’s previous leadership of failing to help people living in contaminated
areas. “We have managed to change this
mindset. We have explained to the people
that we will not abandon them, but provide necessary support,” he added.
(RFE/RL Newsline)

DEATH ANNOUNCEMENTS
Deadline: Tuesday noon before the newspaper’s date of issue.
(The Weekly goes to press early Friday mornings.)
Rate: $7.50 per column-inch.

Dmytro Hlushko
Beloved husband, father, grandfather and friend passed into eternal rest on
March 17, 2008, at the age of 85.
Dmytro Hlushko of Yonkers, NY, was born on October 20, 1922, to Mychajlo
and Kateryna Hlushko in the village of Dunkowychi, in Peremyshl, Ukraine.
“Chaly” was proud to have served in UPA from 1945 to 1949. He came to
America in 1951 and was the owner of Broadway Window Cleaning & Floor
Waxing Company for over 30 years.
Dmytro was a member of St. Michael’s Ukrainian Catholic Church where he
sang in the choir for 50 years. Among the choir members he met his bride, and
on October 12, 1958, he married Rose Warian.
Dmyt, as many of his friends knew him, was an active member of the Ukrainian
Youth Center, a founding member of SUMA (Yonkers) Federal Credit Union, as
well as Krylati Sports Club. Dmytro was also instrumental in the building of the
SUMA Oselia in Ellenville, NY.
He is predeceased by brother Ivan Hlushko and cousins Roman Hlushko and
Osyp Daszko.
He is survived by:
Wife: Rose (Warian)
Children: Nicholas and wife Halia
Andrew and wife Maria
Paul and wife Sylvia
Nadia Kruchowy and husband Eugene
Grandchildren: Natalia
Danielle
Nicholas Anna
Katherine Brianna

Information should be addressed to the attention of the Advertising Department
and sent to: The Ukrainian Weekly, 2200 Route 10, P.O. Box 280, Parsippany, N.J.
07054; fax, (973) 644-9510; telephone, (973) 292-9800, ext. 3040;
e-mail, adsukrpubl@att.net.

Dmytro will be missed by all whose lives he touched.

Please include the daytime phone number of a contact person.

40th Day Mass was said on April 24, 2008, at St. Michael’s Ukrainian Catholic
Church in Yonkers, NY.

Vichnaya Pamyat!
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Yonkers UAYA hosts fourth annual volleyball tournament
YONKERS, N.Y. – The local branch of
the Ukrainian American Youth Association
(UAYA) hosted its fourth annual volleyball tournament Saturday, April 5. The
tournament brought in 17 teams and over
115 players from all over the tri-state area:
Binghamton, N.Y., Connecticut, New
Jersey, New York City and Yonkers. The
tournament was played in two divisions: a
men’s division, age 18 and higher, and a
youth division, age 13-18.
Men’s division
Twelve teams registered in the men’s
division, which featured the usual powerhouse teams of Chornomorska Sitch, Lys
Sports Academy, Hartford, SIN Catering
(Paslawsky), and team Sammy Bapuxa/
Petro Kolinsky. The division was broken
into three brackets, with each team playing
all the other teams in its respective group.
The top two teams in each group would
advance to the playoffs for a chance to
place first, second or third. The standings
after the round-robin play are seen in the
chart below.
Group 1
Team

The men’s champions, SIN Catering.

Overall standings – men’s division

Record

Point Diff.

Lys A

5-1

+59

Hartford
UAYA A

5-1

+34

Czebiniaks

1-5

0

Krylati

1-5

0

Group 2
Team

Record

Point Diff.

PK/Sammy

5-1

+36

SIN
Catering

4-2

0

Sitch

3-3

0

Marky
& Co.

0-6

0

Group 3
Team

and Lys A battled back and forth for a wellplayed match. A point here and there could
have turned the tide for either team. In the
end, Lys A prevailed with a 21-16, 21-18
victory over PK/Sammy to advance to the
championship match. Lys A was led by
Roman Bulawski and Andrey Boryoska.
In the second semifinal match, Lys B
took on SIN Catering for a chance to play
for the championship. After a grueling first
game of the best-of-three series, Lys B
pulled out a victory with the score of 2118. However, tournament organizer
Bapuxa disqualified that victory since Lys
B team was found to be playing with a
player that had not registered for the tournament. SIN Catering ended up defeating
Lys B in the second game of the series and
won its way to the championship match
against Lys A.
The finals featured Lys A versus SIN
Catering. This championship match was
well-played by both clubs and went to a
third set with SIN Catering prevailing by
the score of 15-11. Akinshyn played a phenomenal game, which helped secure the
championship.

Record

Point Diff.

Lys B

6-0

0

Hartford
UAYA B

5-1

+34

Palylyk
& Co.

1-5

0

Babka

0-6

0

In the first quarterfinal match, Team
PK/Sammy dominated Hartford UAYA’s
B Team for a one-sided 21-13, 21-13 victory to advance to the semi-finals.
Hartford UAYA B consisted of senior
players led by Petro Zelez and Andy
Kebalo. For Team PK/Sammy, this game
seemed to be a warm-up for the muchanticipated semifinals match-up against
the second seed, Lys A Team.
In the second quarterfinal match,
Hartford UAYA’s A Team struggled to
find Team SIN Catering’s weaknesses.
The Hartford UAYA A Team consisted of
scrappy youths from Hartford led by
Mark Bobriwnyk, Roman Kebalo and the
Zastawsky brothers Roman and Myron.
After a well-played match between both
teams, SIN Catering, led by Danylo
Paslawsky and Ihor Akinshyn, prevailed
and made it to the other semifinal match
against the first-seeded, Lys B.
In the first semifinal match, PK/Sammy

• First place: SIN Catering – Danylo
Paslawsky, Nestor Paslawsky, Ihor
Akinshyn, Mike Kozicky, Yakov
Derbinsky, Pawel Pregowsky, Bill Nugen
and Bohdan Iwaskiw.
• Second place: Lys A – Roman
Bulawski, Walter Syzonenko, Myron
Bytz, Simon Barsuk, Yuriy Yevsa and
Andrey Boryoska.
• Third place: PK/Sammy – Peter
Kolinsky, Markian Kolinsky, Roman
Palylyk, Stefan Holowka, Sammy Bapuxa,
Steve Visertin and Ryan Woodcock.
Men’s Division MVP: Ihor Akinshyn
(SIN Catering)
Youth division
One of the main purposes of the
Yonkers UAYA volleyball tournament is to
provide an opportunity for Ukrainian
youth in the area to interact and compete
with other Ukrainian children and teens.
The youth division in the Tournament
included a boys’ bracket and a girls’ bracket. In the boys’ bracket three teams competed for trophies – Sitch Sport Club A, Sitch
SC B and the Yonkers UAYA Krylati Sports
Club. The teams played round-robin with
the top two teams advancing to the finals.
The best-of-three final was a tight match
but steady offense guided Yonkers UAYA
Krylati over Sitch A in two straight games.
The MVP trophy for the boys’ division

The men’s second-place team, Lys Sports Academy.
was awarded that Saturday evening to
Andrij Kuzmiak of Yonkers UAYA Krylati.
The two teams in the girls’ division,
Sitch SC and Yonkers UAYA Kryati SC,
played a best-of-five-series. Both teams
played extremely well in a closely contested match, but consistent serving and timely hits led the Krylati to victory in three
straight games over Sitch SC. The MVP
trophy for the girls division was awarded
that Saturday evening to Marta Wislocki
from Yonkers UAYA Krylati SC.
The coaches/trainers for the teams were
Vlodko Temnycky and Oles Hladky for
Sitch SC and Roman Kozicky for Yonkers
UAYA Krylati SC.
All the teams played extremely well and

the games were fun to watch. If the skill
and determination of the littlest and
youngest members on Sitch SC B team is
any indication, the quality of the players
and the teams participating in this tournament should remain high for years to come.
After the tournament, all the teams
gathered at the Ukrainian Youth Center on
Palisade Avenue, where they had a buffetstyle dinner and music. The evening culminated with an awards ceremony during
which team trophies were awarded to the
winners, as well as division MVP’s.
A special thank you was extended to
all the tournament helpers and to Sammy
Bapuxa for organizing the tournament for
the fourth straight year.

The first and second-place teams in the youth division, respectively, UAYA Yonkers (right) and the A Team of Sitch Sports Club.
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Credit union leaders...
(Continued from page 7)
before the House Financial Services
Committee hearing on HR 1537. “The
nation is experiencing a credit crunch in
many sectors of the economy. It is hard
not to be struck by the irony of the fact
that credit unions are ready, willing and
able to help alleviate the problem and
promote economic growth, and yet we
are inhibited from doing so by outmoded
laws that protect the narrow self-interest
of bankers.”
Mr. Dorety told the committee: “We
hope this committee can start the work of
freeing us to do all we can do for our
members, the American consumers.”
SUAFCU leaders took advantage of
this visit to Capitol Hill to meet with legislators who represent Illinois districts

Future of Orange...
(Continued from page 2)
Affairs Minister Yurii Lutsenko’s People’s
Self Defense group have given their backing to Ms. Tymoshenko’s constitutional
reforms. In 2006 Mr. Lutsenko defected
from the Socialist Party, which is a strong
supporter of a parliamentary republic.
Ms. Tymoshenko’s continued support
for constitutional reform is conditional on
a radical change in Mr. Yushchenko’s relationship with her. The first demand will be
the removal of Mr. Baloha, who is widely
seen as a source of instability in the
Orange coalition and a block on the government’s reforms and anti-corruption
policies. A day after the YTB’s sharp
attacks, Mr. Yushchenko publicly
described his Presidential Secretariat as
merely a “technical apparatus.” The second demand would be to end what Ms.
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where Ukrainians live, to talk with them
about the importance of working with the
credit union movement and to thank
them for their support of Ukraine and its
democratic initiatives.
On hand to spend a few moments visiting with credit union representatives were
Danny K. Davis (D), Luis V. Gutierrez
(D), Melissa Bean (D), Judy Biggert (R),
Jan Shakowsky (D), Jerry Costello (D), as
well as Sen. Dick Durbin (D).
SUAFCU leaders also visited the
Embassy of Ukraine for a meeting with
Ambassador Oleh Shamshur. They spoke
of the role of the Ukrainian American
credit unions in improving the economic
lives of Ukrainians residing in the United
States and emphasized the cooperation
between credit unions in the U.S. and the
nascent credit union movement in
Ukraine.

Tymoshenko calls the “chaos” of the 2006
Constitution, which failed to divide
responsibilities between the executive, the
Parliament and the government.
In May President Yushchenko will be
faced with choosing one of two options put
to him by Ms. Tymoshenko: either to continue with the current policies and face
defeat to his constitutional reforms in
Parliament and his own campaign in the
presidential elections; or repair the Orange
coalition, recognize Ms. Tymoshenko and
the YTB as the senior partner and be reelected for a second term.
Sources: (www.pravda.com.ua, April 123; www.gart.org.ua, www.YTB.com.ua,
April 16; www.OU-PSD.com.ua, April 22.
The article above is reprinted from
Eurasia Daily Monitor with permission
from its publisher, the Jamestown
Foundation, www.jamestown.org.
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OUT AND ABOUT
Through May 30
New Brunswick, NJ

Art exhibit, “The Six Days of Creation” by
Christina Saj, New Brunswick Theological
Seminary Chapel, 732-247-5241

Stanford, CA

Portraiture and Narrative in Taras
Shevchenko,” Stanford University,
650-725-5936

Through July 20
Winnipeg, MB

Art exhibit, “Futurism and After: David
Burliuk, 1882-1967,” Winnipeg Art Gallery,
204-786-6641

May 16-18
New York

Ukrainian Festival, St. George Ukrainian
Catholic Church, 212-674-1615

May 17-18
Chester, PA

100th anniversary, Holy Ghost Ukrainian
Catholic Church, Holiday Inn Select,
610-358-4446 or 610-996-7168

May 18
Alexandria, VA

Concert featuring Natalya Shkoda, The
Lyceum, 301-229-2615 or 703-838-4994

May 19
Washington

Lecture by Pavlo Kutuev, “Getting Powers
Right Versus Getting Institutions Right:
The Tale of Constitutional Struggles in
Ukraine,” Ronald Reagan Building and
International Trade Center, 202-691-4000

May 5
New York

Presentation by Antoine Arjakovsky, “The
Journal Put’: History and Memory,”
Columbia University, 212-884-4697

May 7
Washington

Workshop, “Impact of Ukraine’s Legal
Environment on Business and Investment,
U.S.-Ukraine Business Council, Embassy of
Ukraine, mwilliams@usubc.org or
www.businessinukraine/org/psm

May 9
Baltimore, MD

Pub night featuring Svitanok, Ukrainian
Sports Club Dnipro, 410-598-4935 or
410-830-9351

May 10
Perth Amboy, NJ

Spring zabava, Assumption of the Blessed
Virgin Mary Ukrainian Catholic Church,
732-826-0767

May 10
Toronto

Spring zabava featuring Hudi a Mocni,
Woodhouse Lounge, 416-953-9950 or
www.hudiamocni.com

May 10
New Haven, CT

Concert featuring violinist Solomiya
Ivakhiv and violist Sharon Wei with the
Civic Orchestra of New Haven, Battell
Chapel, info@conh.net or www.conh.org

May 10
Gwynedd, PA

Concert featuring Svitanya Eastern
European Women’s Vocal Ensemble,
Gwynedd Friends Coffeehouse,
www.gwyneddfriends.org or 215-699-3055

May 13

Lecture by Roman Koropeckyj, “Self-

The Ukrainian Institute of America
is pleased to announce a

Book Presentation and Lecture
By

Laton McCartney
author of

THE TEAPOT DOME SCANDAL
Published by Random House

How big oil bought the Harding White House
and tried to steal the country
The story about Harry F. Sinclair who lived
at 2 East 79th Street in the 1920’s

Friday, May 9, 2008 at 7pm
at
The Ukrainian Institute of America
2 East 79th Street, NY
A reception will follow the Presentation and Lecture

Entries in “Out and About” are listed free of charge. Priority is given to
events advertised in The Ukrainian Weekly. However, we also welcome
submissions from all our readers. Items will be published at the discretion
of the editors and as space allows; photos will be considered. Please note:
items will be printed a maximum of two times each. Please send e-mail to
mdubas@ukrweekly.com.

Want to see
your name in print?
Then why not become a correspondent of
The Ukrainian Weekly in your community?
We welcome submissions from all our Ukrainian communities, no
matter where they are located. Let the rest of us know what you’re
up to in your corner of the Ukrainian diaspora!
Any questions? Call The Weekly, 973-292-9800, ext. 3049.
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PREVIEW OF EVENTS
Saturday, May 10

May 10 – Private evening affair

July 10 - 13 – Soyuzivka Cultural
Festival Weekend

May 11 – Mother’s Day brunch
May 24 – Memorial Day weekend
Official Soyuzivka Reopening
Kino-Q film Festival
Friday – Matthew Dubas
Saturday – Zabava with Hrim
Sunday – music by Walter
Mosiurak and friend

July 13 -18 – Heritage Camp
session 1
July 13 - 19 – Discovery/Cultural
Camp
July 20 - 25 – Heritage Camp
session 2

June 2 - 5 – Stamford Diocese
clergy retreat days

July 20 - 26 – Sitch Sports Camp
session 1

June 7 – Wedding

July 20 - August 2 – Roma Pryma
Bohachevsky Dance Camp session
1; recital Saturday, August 2

June 8 - 13 – Seniors’ Week
June 14 – Wedding

July 27 – August 2 – Sitch Sports
Camp session 2

June 15 – Father’s Day luncheon
and cultural program
June 21 – Wedding

July 27 - 31 – Adoptive Ukrainian
Children and Parents Heritage
Camp session co-sponsored by
Ukrainian Embassy

June 22 - 29 – Tabir Ptashat session 1
June 23 - 27 – Exploration Day
Camp session 1
June 22 - July 3 – Tennis Camp
June 29 - July 12 – Roma Pryma
Bohachevsky Dance Workshop
June 29 - July 6 – Tabir Ptashat
session 2
June 30 - July 4 – Exploration Day
Camp session 2

August 3 – 16 – Roma Pryma
Bohachevsky Dance Camp session 2
August 9 – Miss Soyuzivka
Weekend
August 16 – Roma Pryma
Bohachevsky Dance Camp session
2 recital
August 17 - 23 – Joseph’s School of
Dance (Ballroom Dance Camp)
August 25 – September 1 – Labor
Day Week

To book a room or event call: (845) 626-5641, ext. 140
216 Foordmore Road P.O. Box 529
Kerhonkson, NY 12446
E-mail: Soyuzivka@aol.com
Website: www.Soyuzivka.com

What are you waiting for?
Subscribe to The Ukrainian Weekly!
SUBSCRIPTION
NAME: __________________________________________________________________________________
NAME: (please type or print)
ADDRESS: ___________________________________________________________________________________
CITY: _______________________________________________ STATE: _________ ZIP CODE: _____________
PHONE (optional) ____________________________

❏ UNA member subscription price — $45.00/yr.

❏ Non-member subscription price — $55.00/yr.

UNA Branch number ______________________
Mail to: Subscription Department, The Ukrainian Weekly, 2200 Route 10, P.O. Box 280, Parsippany, NJ 07054
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BARRINGTON, Ill.: The Ukrainian
Historical Society (UHS) invites the public
to attend a behind-the-scenes tour of the
Newberry Library in Chicago at 60 W.
Walton St., Chicago, IL 60610. The tour of
the library will start at 10:30 a.m. During
the tour participants will have an opportunity to take a look at some of the rare and
unusual Ukrainian material held at the
Newberry Library. Prior to the tour, a form
of personal identification will be required
from all participants. Admission is free. For
additional information about the tour contact Taras Soroka, 847-934-3013, visit the
UHS website at www.uhsoc.org or e-mail
info@uhsoc.org.
NEW YORK: The Shevchenko Scientific
Society (NTSh) invites all to a lecture by
Dr. Mark Andryczyk titled “New Images
of the Intellectual in Post-Soviet Ukrainian
Literature.” Dr. Andryczyk, currently an
NTSh post-doctoral fellow, teaches at
Columbia University. The lecture will take
place at the society’s building, 63 Fourth
Ave. (between Ninth and 10th streets) at 5
p.m. For additional information call 212254-5130.
Saturday, May 17
HARTFORD, Conn.: Ukrainian commu-

nities from throughout Connecticut will
assemble in the State Capitol in Hartford to
commemorate the 75th anniversary of the
Ukrainian Holodomor. The event begins at
1 p.m. with an ecumenical memorial service at St. Michael Ukrainian Catholic
Church. A solemn procession through
downtown Hartford will follow. A 3 p.m.
program and concert will feature Dr. Oleh
Shamshur, Ukraine’s ambassador to the
United States, and political dignitaries as
speakers. For more information log on to
www.HolodomorCT.org.
Sunday, May 18
ALEXANDRIA, Va.: The Washington
Group Cultural Fund Sunday Music Series
presents pianist Natalia Shkoda, who will
perform works by the Ukrainian composer
Viktor Kosenko, “Eleven Etudes in the
Form of Dances,” Op.19, from her new CD
released on the Toccata Classics label in the
fall of 2006. Op. 19 offers listeners a synthesis of the late-Romantic piano tradition,
neo-classical impulses expressed through
the use of Baroque forms and dances, and
elements of Ukrainian folk music. The concert will be held at The Lyceum, 201 S.
Washington St., at 3 p.m., with a reception
immediately following the performance.
There is a suggested donation of $20; free
admission for students; unreserved seating.
For event information call 301-229-2615.

PREVIEW OF EVENTS GUIDELINES
Preview of Events is a listing of Ukrainian community events open to the public. It
is a service provided at minimal cost ($20 per listing) by The Ukrainian Weekly to the
Ukrainian community.
Listings of no more than 100 words (written in Preview format) plus payment should
be sent a week prior to desired date of publication to: Preview of Events, The Ukrainian
Weekly, 2200 Route 10, P.O. Box 280, Parsippany, NJ 07054; fax, (973) 644-9510; e-mail
preview@ukrweekly.com.

