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Soyuzivka’s Ukrainian Cultural Festival attracts thousands Yushchenko believes Zhvania
by Anna Chelak
Special to The Ukrainian Weekly

KERHONKSON, N.Y. – The
most anticipated season on any
Ukrainian’s calendar is, without a
doubt, summer. Since most
Ukrainians are or have been campers, counselors, dancers, singers,
musicians or comedians (not to
mention shoppers or vendors), it
is difficult to find Ukrainians without smiles on their faces as they
enjoy the hot, summer months
doing what they do best – being
Ukrainian.
For anyone looking for the widest array of entertainment and
activities located all in one place,
the second annual Ukrainian
Christine Syzonenko
Cultural Festival at Soyuzivka, the
The Roma Pryma Bohachevsky Ukrainian Dance Workshop performs.
beautiful heritage center of the
Ukrainian National Association,
arrived at Soyuzivka.
was definitely the place to be on July 10-13.
After an exciting grand opening over Memorial Day
Nearly 5,000 guests arrived over the festival’s four
weekend,
Soyuzivka’s management and staff tirelessly
days for the shows – four were presented on the grand
prepared
for
what was an absolutely outstanding weekstage – concerts and contests. Also part of the package
end
that
was
truly
fun for the whole family.
was a food court and a vendors’ marketplace. All of the
Festival
participants
ranged from superstars to upabove contributed to a great sense of camaraderie as
and-coming
performers,
from regular folks hailing from
guests of all ages and various waves of immigration,
American-born as well as newcomers to this country
(Continued on page 11)

German chancellor supports Ukraine’s European integration
July 21 as part of daylong visit during which she underscored Germany’s commitment to maintaining close
Kyiv Press Bureau
dialogue with Ukraine, as well as its willingness to assist
KYIV – German Chancellor Angela Merkel voiced the post-Soviet country along the path to full NATO
her support for Ukraine’s integration into Europe during membership.
a recent visit to Kyiv, promoting Ukraine’s imminent
“Ukraine will join NATO one day,” Chancellor
NATO membership and hinting at a potential future bid Merkel said during a joint press conference with
for entry into the European Union.
President Yushchenko. “We will work out a plan accordMs. Merkel met with both President Viktor ing to which Germany will help Ukraine to join NATO’s
Yushchenko and Prime Minister Yulia Tymoshenko on Membership Action Plan.”
M s . M e r k e l a n d M r.
Yushchenko also discussed in
further detail the increasing level
of partnership between Ukraine
and the European Union.
In September in Evian,
France, Ukraine is expected to
sign the EU’s Association
Agreement, seen as a potential
first step toward membership in
the union and cementing political, social and trade relations
between member-countries.
Although it’s a healthy move
and a diplomatic success for
Ukraine – EU membership was
a major platform for Mr.
Yushchenko’s election bid during the Orange Revolution – Ms.
Merkel emphasized that it is in
no way a surefire guarantee of
Ukraine’s membership.
Official Website of Ukraine’s President
“It would mean that progress
German Chancellor Angela Merkel with Ukrainian President Viktor
(Continued on page 15)
Yushchenko in Kyiv.
by Danylo Peleschuk

is co-conspirator in poisoning
by Danylo Peleschuk
Kyiv Press Bureau

KYIV – Ukrainian President Viktor Yushchenko
accused David Zhvania, a key financer of his 2004 presidential campaign and former close friend, of being
among the conspirators who poisoned him during the
2004 presidential campaign.
“I think, yes,” Mr. Yushchenko responded to a question posed by journalist Serhii Leschenko of Ukrayinska
Pravda at a July 24 press conference at the Presidential
Secretariat. “That’s putting it mildly, I would stress, to
preserve fairness before the law, investigative organs
and honest people.”
The president’s accusation against Mr. Zhvania, an
ethnic Georgian and godfather to Mr. Yushchenko’s
youngest son, Taras, is the latest blow in a campaign
launched by Viktor Baloha and the Presidential
Secretariat since the start of the year to discredit the
mega-millionaire businessman, strip him of his
Ukrainian citizenship and deport him back to his native
Georgia.
Once part of the president’s inner circle, Mr. Zhvania
reportedly made tens of millions of dollars before meeting Mr. Yushchenko by importing and exporting nuclear
fuel rods through Brinkford Kons Ltd., a holding company Mr. Zhvania co-owned with Mykola Martynenko,
who was among the president’s famed “liubi druzi”
(dear friends).
Mr. Zhvania began falling out of favor with Messrs.
Yushchenko and Baloha when he left the pro-presidential Our Ukraine People’s Union party, partly out of disgust with Mr. Yushchenko’s decision to allow Viktor
Yanukovych to become prime minister in August 2006.
He then launched the People’s Self-Defense party with
Minister of Internal Affairs Yurii Lutsenko.
The People’s Self-Defense then joined forces with
Our Ukraine for the 2007 parliamentary election, helping the pro-presidential bloc maintain the 13 percent
voter support it earned the prior year.
After being re-appointed by Prime Minister Yulia
Tymoshenko as internal affairs minister in December,
Mr. Lutsenko, along with Mr. Zhvania, aligned himself
with Ms. Tymoshenko in her ongoing war with the
Presidential Secretariat.
An attempt earlier in the year by the Procurator
General’s Office to strip Mr. Zhvania of his citizenship
was reportedly a direct result of his alignment with Ms.
Tymoshenko, some observers say.
During the attempt to strip him of his Ukrainian citizenship, Mr. Zhvania told the BBC he believed Mr.
Yushchenko was not poisoned, but suffered from food
poisoning. He said the poisoning was a flashy story concocted in the president’s then-electoral headquarters.
“It was mere food poisoning,” Mr. Zhania told the
news agency. “The diagnosis was determined on the
first day [of Mr. Yushchenko’s hospitalization], and
every third person in the world often suffers from such
poisonings. It is pancreatitis.”
President Yushchenko’s accusation against Mr.
Zhvania comes fresh on the heels of his July 22 summons for questioning by the Procurator General, at
which time the president said during a press conference
that he knew who poisoned him.
Although the president disclosed no further details at
the time, Mr. Zhvania appears to now be the latest on
the list of poisoning suspects, along with ex-deputy
head of the Securtiy Service of Ukraine Volodymyr
(Continued on page 15)

2

THE UKRAINIAN WEEKLY

ANALYSIS

Medvedev’s grand design for foreign policy
by Pavel K. Baev
Eurasia Daily Monitor

There were hardly any leaks about the
preparation of a new Foreign Policy
Concept in the Kremlin and certainly no
debates on the drafts, so President Dmitry
Medvedev achieved a complete surprise
unveiling this key document at the special
meeting with Russian ambassadors last
week (Rossiiskaya Gazeta, July 16).
This is in itself a testimony to the fact
that despite all the new pledges to increase
openness and transparency, Vladimir
Putin’s tradition of extreme closeness of
decision-making lives on after the change
to the new system of power that is often
called “tandemocracy” (Kommersant-Vlast,
March 10; www.gazeta.ru, July 7). It is not
even clear where the work on the new concept was conducted.
There is no apparent need to maintain all
this secrecy, as the 7,000-word text (an
English version is still not available) contains mostly uncontroversial generalities
and platitudes. President Medvedev’s
address to the ambassadors was also impeccably diplomatic and did not have a single
P u t i n - s t y l e , a n t i - We s t e r n b a r b
(Kommersant, July 16).
For that matter, the concept plainly reiterates Russia’s negative attitude to NATO’s
expansion toward Ukraine and Georgia, but
Mr. Medvedev did not find it opportune to
mention this issue at all, suggesting instead
that “not all is well” with the European
security architecture. Elaborating on that
feeble thesis, Mr. Medvedev asserted that
he did not want to believe that only a total

collapse of the Treaty on Conventional
Armed Forces in Europe (CFE) would convince everybody of the inviability of this
unfair arms control regime.
The logic of such propositions might
seem not exactly straight to those experts
who try to figure out which principles and
parameters of limiting conventional forces
are acceptable to Moscow, but even more
surprised would be those who focus on the
pivotal role of energy-related matters in
Russia’s foreign policy. Mr. Medvedev
uttered one comment about the “fuel-energy sphere” in the context of relations with
the EU, and the concept has just a couple of
minor points on Russia’s reputation as a
reliable partner on energy markets and on
the need to guarantee the security of
demand and transit. Apparently, the ambitious propositions about building an “energy super-power” have been abandoned and
replaced by the new discourse emphasizing
“innovations” and social responsibility.
Another remarkable feature is the complete omission of any references to Russia’s
military might as an instrument of its foreign policy, even when discussing challenges to security and conflict management.
On the contrary, much emphasis is placed
on reducing the role of the “power factor”
in international relations, and Mr.
Medvedev noted with disapproval that the
tilt toward “forceful methods” inherited
from the Cold War era was increasing in
several areas. He did not make the slightest
hint about Russia’s own methods of manipulating the pressure on Georgia, preferring
(Continued on page 20)
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Is Ukraine successor to Rus’?
KYIV – Most Ukrainians consider
Ukraine to be a successor of Kyivan Rus’,
according to a survey conducted by the
Kyiv International Institute of Sociology
(KIIS). The KIIS asked Ukrainian citizens: Which of these modern states, in
your opinion, is the successor of Kyivan
Rus? Thus, 54.4 percent of those polled
said that only Ukraine (28.1 percent) or
Ukraine more than Russia (26.3 percent)
is the successor of Kyivan Rus’. At the
same time, 17.6 percent respondent
answered that only Russia (4.5 percent) or
Russia more than Ukraine (13.1 percent)
is the successor of the princedom. In addition, 2.8 percent claimed that none of these
states can be considered successors of
Kyivan Rus’, 18.3 percent had no answer
and 7 percent chose another answer. The
KIIS also asked respondents which
Orthodox Church has the most right to be
considered a historical successor of the
Orthodox Church confirmed in Kyivan
Rus’ 1,020 years ago. Thus, 32.6 percent
said that the successor is the Ukrainian
Orthodox Church – Kyiv Patriarchate,
15.6 percent claimed it is the Ukrainian
Orthodox Church – Moscow Patriarchate,
1.9 percent said it is the Ukrainian
Autocephalous Orthodox Church, 10.1
percent said it is the Russian Orthodox
Church; 37.5 percent had no answer. The
poll was conducted on July 11-15 and poll
results were reported on July 22. A total of
2,036 respondents over age 18 were polled
in all regions of the country. Celebrations
of the 1,020th anniversary of the baptism
of Kyivan Rus’ will be held in Kyiv on
July 25-27. (Ukrinform)
NATO fleet blocked in Crimea

Russia stronger and more aggressive
by Pavel Felgenhauer
Eurasia Daily Monitor

Last week President Dmitry Medvedev
addressed a meeting of senior Foreign
Ministry officials and ambassadors summoned worldwide to unveil a revised
Foreign Policy Concept. President Vladimir
Putin signed the previous concept into law
in June 2000. Mr. Medvedev’s new concept
is definitely more aggressive and anti-Western. It follows Mr. Putin’s foreign policy
since 2004 and, as such, is a sign of political
continuity.
The concept stresses the main “positive
tendency in the international situation – the
strengthening of the Russian Federation.”
But there are also negative tendencies
that Mr. Medvedev spelled out in his

Errata
In Christina Kotliar’s article “Kino-Q
Ukrainian Film Festival kicks off
Soyuzivka season” (June 29), it should
have been noted that the film “Wake up
Callz” was by Adrian Horodecky.
In the Fran Ponomarenko’s story on
the Holodomor Remembrance Flame in
Montreal (June 22), the name of the primate of the Armenian Apostolic Church
of Canada should have been transliterated as Bishop Bagrat Galstanian.
The photo of the young dancers from
Boston that appeared in the July issue of
UKELODEON (July 13) should have
been credited to John Hanula. (The credit
was mistakenly given to Vsevolod Petriv,
who forwarded the photo.)

speech: the undermining of international
law by the West, the recognition of
Kosovo’s independence by the European
Union, NATO expansion and the planned
deployment of a U.S. missile defense (MD)
system in Europe. Mr. Medvedev accused
the United States of undermining European
security. According to Mr. Medvedev,
“Russia will adequately react to the deployment of elements of a U.S. MD in Eastern
Europe” (www.kremlin.ru, June 15).
Mr. Medvedev used the Cold War term
“Eastern Europe” in describing Poland and
the Czech Republic. After the end of the
Cold War, former Soviet satellites in Europe
regained their independence and joined the
EU and NATO. They explicitly describe
themselves as “Central Europe” to distance
themselves from their Communist past and
because it is geographically more accurate.
It is hard to conceive that someone in
Moscow is indeed hoping to restore fully
the old divide of Europe between East and
West, but the desire to see a significant restoration of Russia’s Cold War greatness is
obvious. This, in turn, is coupled with a
deep dislike and distrust of the West that is
seen as a partner and enemy at the same
time.
The text of the new concept contains
other Cold War rhetoric: Disturbed by the
prospect of losing its global monopoly, the
West is “attempting to ‘restrain’ Russia.” At
the same time, Mr. Medvedev announced,
“One of the main aims of Russian foreign
policy is to develop cooperation with the
EU,” and he called for a “big Europe without dividing lines.” According to Mr.
Medvedev, “Russia will not be drawn into a
new arms race” (www.kremlin.ru, June 15).
It was reported that during the part of the
meeting that was closed to the press, the
(Continued on page 20)
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KYIV – Not a single NATO ship was
able to leave the port of Odesa for three
hours on the morning of July 21. Ten boats
of the Bratstvo organization blocked an
exit from the port, where foreign military
ships entered, with the aim of preventing
them from participating in the NATO military exercises Sea Breeze-2008. NATO
military exercises in Odesa have been
accompanied by numerous protest actions
on the part of the local population. Since

July 1, when Sea Breeze-2008 began, supporters of the Progressive Socialist Party,
the Communist Party and a number of
public organizations have been organizing
mass protest actions. Active members set
up a number of tent camps in Crimea, and
the Odesa, Mykolayiv and Zaporizhia
regions as a sign of protest against holding
military exercises in Ukraine. Participating
in the military exercises this year are servicemen of all types of the Ukrainian
armed forces, as well as representatives of
15 countries, including Azerbaijan,
Armenia, Belgium, Great Britain, German,
Greece, Georgia, Denmark, Canada,
Latvia, Macedonia, the United States,
Turkey and France. Within the framework
of the Ukraine-U.S. military exercises,
some 1,000 servicemen were to arrive in
Ukraine from the U.S. and other countries,
along with 15 ships, two submarines, four
transport planes and maritime patrol aircraft, and four helicopters. (Ukrinform)
Sea Breeze maneuvers continue
KYIV – The third stage of the UkraineU.S. naval maneuvers with other invited
countries has started on the territory of the
Autonomous Republic of Crimea, as well
as the Odesa and Mykolayiv regions began
on July 22. The main stage envisages force
deployment and a peacekeeping operation.
Sailors of the United States, Ukraine,
Greece, Turkey and Great Britain are
training in the Black Sea. They have
already trained in joint tasks on piloting
ships behind sweeps, tactical maneuvering
and ship maneuvering in night conditions,
as well as air defense with involvement of
the Be-12 aircraft of Ukraine’s naval forces. A water landing of a rescue parachute
group was performed from a Ukrainian
AN-26 aircraft. Liaison and message
delivery exercises are being continued, as
is observation group training. Divers are
training with the support of Royal Fleet
auxiliary ship Diligence, the Kremenets
rescue cutter and the Sokal sanitary boat
of Ukraine’s navy. “The compatibility of
all the participants in Sea Breeze-2008 at
sea, on land and in the air is good confirmation of efficient command on the part
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Yalta European Strategy leaders play crucial role in Ukraine’s Euro-integration
by Zenon Zawada
Special to The Ukrainian Weekly

YALTA, Ukraine – Despite the
Ukrainian Parliament’s recent dysfunction
and the government’s inability to reach
consensus, the country took significant
steps toward integration into the European
Union (EU) in the past year, the Yalta
European Strategy (YES) summit confirmed.
In holding their fifth annual summit on
July 10-12, YES board members prided
themselves on playing a critical, behindthe-scenes role in moving Ukraine’s Eurointegration forward amidst political
infighting and an inflation crisis.
“YES has been a force of consistent
good,” said Stephen Byers, YES board
chairman and a member of Parliament in
the United Kingdom. “If only the EU and
Ukraine had such foresight and vision,
we’d all be in a far stronger position.”
YES was launched by Victor Pinchuk,
the wealthy son-in-law of former
Ukrainian President Leonid Kuchma, in
July 2004 as “an international network to
promote the development of a just, free
and prosperous Ukraine, to open the country to the rest of the world and to support
Ukraine’s membership to the EU.”
Since then, YES has annually invited
some of the world’s foremost leaders,
economists and foreign policy experts to
the Livadia Palace in Yalta for discussion,
dinner and dancing amidst the awe-inspiring Crimean Mountains, quickly evolving
into a gathering of the global elite.
Although only four years old, YES has
not only been able to have a dramatic
influence in developing and promoting the
position of Ukraine, but also in talking to
policy-makers in Brussels and other capitals of Europe, Mr. Byers said in his opening statements to the YES conference on
July 11.
While it’s the politicians and government officials who are responsible for preparing Ukraine’s formal integration into
Europe, YES boasts of its ability to fill in
the necessary gaps in international negotiations.
“In the end, it’s got to be the democratically elected government in Ukraine who
will make the applications and so on,” Mr.
Byers told The Weekly. “But we can be
behind them, supporting them and making
the right approaches where it’s appropriate

to do so. And we always do it with the
knowledge and support of the government
in Ukraine, and that’s important.”
Mr. Byers, once a transport minister in
Tony Blair’s government, said the YES
board played a significant role in Ukraine’s
World Trade Organization (WTO) accession finally achieved in May, a critical
step toward EU integration, which led to
the current phase, the deep free trade
negotiations.
“I ought to tell you a secret,” Mr. Byers
said of Ukraine’s WTO membership. “It
was achieved with the help of the board of
YES.”
At a November 2007 meeting with EU
Trade Commissioner Peter Mandelson,
five YES board members, including Mr.
Pinchuk, learned the EU was not convinced Ukraine was ready to join the
WTO, Mr. Byers said.
“We worked as a board, behind the
scenes, to make sure those hurdles were
overcome,” Mr. Byers said in his closing
remarks to the YES summit on July 12.
In Prime Minister Blair’s Cabinet, Mr.
Byers served alongside Mr. Mandelson,
who was appointed minister without portfolio as a result of his close relationship
with the former prime minister.
Messrs. Blair, Byers and Mandelson all
ended up resigning amidst separate government scandals, incidentally.
“We’ve got very good contacts,” Mr.
Byers told The Weekly, referring to the
YES board. “If there’s a problem, we can
pick up the phone and talk to serious players. I can talk to Peter (Mandelson) about
the issues in Ukraine, and he will always
take a call from me and we can discuss
them. If there are difficulties with the
Ukrainian government, then we can act on
behalf of the democratically elected government to pursue issues through the contacts that we have.”
Besides Mr. Byers and Mr. Pinchuk, the
other YES board members offering their
extensive contacts in European politics are
former Polish President Alexander
Kwasniewski, European Parliament VicePresident Marek Siwiec, European
People’s Party Vice-President Mario
David, French financer Jean-Pierre Saltiel,
top global advertising executive Stephane
Fouks and German intellectual Alexander
Rahr.
On behalf of the EU, Mr. Mandelson is
currently negotiating with Ukrainian lead-

USAID names new director
of Regional Mission in Ukraine
USAID

WASHINGTON – Janina Jaruzelski
on July 18 took the mission director’s
oath of office for the USAID Regional
Mission in Ukraine from Acting Deputy
Administrator for the United States
Agency for International Development
(USAID) James Kunder.
“USAID is sending one of its most talented leaders to Kyiv,” said Mr. Kunder.
“Janina has the qualifications, experience, technical expertise and creativity to
lead our Regional Mission in Kyiv and
our Country Offices in Moldova and
Belarus – in partnership with the peoples
of Ukraine, Moldova and Belarus – to
build more democratic, stable and prosperous societies in this critical region.”
As mission director of the Regional
Mission in Ukraine, Ms. Jaruzelski will
oversee nearly $80 million in projects in
Ukraine, Moldova and Belarus. The
Regional Mission provides assistance in
such areas as democracy, governance,
economic growth, energy infrastructure,

health, education, HIV/AIDS and counter-trafficking in persons.
A member of the Senior Foreign
Service, Ms. Jaruzelski began working
for USAID in 1995 and has extensive
experience in the Europe and Eurasia
region, after having served as acting mission director, deputy mission director and
regional legal advisor for USAID/Russia
as well as legal advisor to the Europe and
Eurasia Bureau of USAID/Washington.
Ms. Jaruzelski has also served in Egypt
and Yemen.
Ms. Jaruzelski graduated magna cum
laude from Princeton University and
holds a law degree from the University of
Pennsylvania. Prior to her service at
USAID, she was counsel to the U.S.
House of Representatives Energy and
Commerce Committee, and served as
assistant counsel to the clerk of the U.S.
House of Representatives. She also
worked at the U.S. Court of Appeals for
the District of Columbia Circuit and at
Macmillan Publishing Co.

ers on a deep Free Trade Agreement
(FTA), in which Mr. Saltiel has taken the
lead on behalf of YES, Mr. Byers told The
Weekly.
Its completion, expected in late 2008 or
early 2009, will provide for Ukraine’s eco-

nomic integration with Europe, Mr.
Pinchuk said.
Since Yulia Tymoshenko’s return as
prime minister in late December, 2007
European leaders have been disappointed
(Continued on page 19)

Ukraine to have Association Agreement with EU
Ukrinform

KYIV – At its meeting in Brussels, the
Foreign Ministers Council of the
European Union agreed that a future
enhanced agreement between Ukraine
and the EU should be the Association
Agreement, French Foreign Minister
Bernard Kouchner, who currently holds
the EU presidency, told a news conference following the July 23 meeting.
According to Mr. Kouchner, the issue
was discussed during a plenary session of
the Council of Ministers. “The discussion
laid a good foundation for further discussion within the Ukraine-EU summit to be
held on September 9 in the French city of
Evian,” the minister said.
He noted that EUforeign ministers
confirmed Ukraine’s European identity.
“There were some objections around the
issue on Ukraine’s European belonging,
but we have finally compromised,” Mr.
Kouchner stressed.
During a final press conference,
European Commissioner for External
Relations and European Neighborhood
Policy Benita Ferrero-Waldner presented
her vision on the coordination of posi-

tions achieved on the future agreement
with Ukraine. She noted that Ukraine and
the EU have made much progress in the
talks to prepare the new enhanced agreement and that the summit in Evian will
be an opportunity to summarize this
work.
“This is a good occasion for us to find
common positions on the content of the
Association Agreement, to present all
chances to implement Ukraine’s
European aspirations, but not to forecast
future relations between Ukraine and the
EU,” she said.
Commenting the news, Foreign Affairs
Minister Volodymyr Ohryzko of Ukraine
said this was a good result and a confirmation of what German Chancellor
Angela Merkel had said while on a visit
to Ukraine. He added that the agreement
is not yet completely clear, “as we have
not completely outlined economic parts
of the agreement since talks on the
enhanced free trade zone with the EU
have just begun.”
He added that, before the Ukraine-EU
summit this autumn in France, there will
be another round of talks between
Ukraine and the European Union.

U.S. secretary of state visits RFE/RL in Prague
PRAGUE – In a visit to Radio Free
Europe/Radio Liberty’s Prague headquarters on July 8, U.S. Secretary of State
Condoleezza Rice told the assembled
journalists that their broadcasts into countries whose repressive regimes restrict
free information puts them “on the front
lines of freedom.”
“As a specialist on the old Soviet
Union and Eastern Europe, I know that,
for people behind the Iron Curtain, Radio
Free Europe and Radio Liberty were their
virtual passports out of tyranny and into
freedom,” said Secretary Rice. “RFE/
RL’s present and future is to take those
same basic ideas – that men, women and
children can and must be free – and speak
them loudly for people in Baghdad,
Kabul, Tehran and all over the world.”
In addition to meeting with all RFE/
RL staff, Secretary Rice met separately
with Radio Free Afghanistan journalists
and gave an interview to Radio Farda,
RFE/RL’s Persian-language radio service
that broadcasts into Iran.
The secretary of state addressed the

staff of RFE/RL in the same chamber that
used to function as the Czechoslovak
Communist parliament. Noting the irony,
Dr. Rice said, “what seemed impossible
in 1948 or 1949 seems, in retrospect,
inevitable.”
While Dr. Rice argued that “liberty
cannot be crushed because it exists in the
hearts and minds of people,” she
acknowledged that the struggle for freedom is often hard. “I know that many of
you at RFE/RL have lost colleagues and
friends,” she said. “They’ve been gunned
down and they’ve been kidnapped
because the price of freedom is often
great. But the benefit of freedom is
always worth it.”
Radio Free Europe/Radio Liberty
(RFE/RL) is an independent, international news and broadcast organization whose
programs – radio, Internet and television
– reach influential audiences in 21 countries such as Russia, Iran, Iraq,
Afghanistan and the republics of Central
Asia. RFE/RL is funded by the U.S.
Congress.

Quotable notes
“…Last weekend, I attended a conference at Livadia Palace in Yalta. In the
place where Franklin Delano Roosevelt and Winston Churchill acquiesced in
February 1945 to Joseph Stalin’s desire for a sphere of influence, I couldn’t help
thinking about the costs and consequences of accepting spheres of influence
today. Many suspect that Crimea could be the next target if Moscow subjugates
Georgia and then shifts its sights to Ukraine. Whatever the failings of these countries, they deserve better in the 21st century. They should be free to choose their
own paths and to become normal democratic societies, including joining the
European Union or NATO, if they so choose. That is why we should stand up for
Georgia today. Accepting Moscow’s demand for a sphere of influence was wrong
in 1945. It would be wrong again today.”
– Ronald D. Asmus, executive director of the Brussels-based Transatlantic
Center, in charge of strategic planning at the German Marshall Fund of the
United States, writing in The Washington Post on July 15.
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Sheshory ethnic festival brings 15,000 to Vinnytsia region
by Danylo Peleschuk
Kyiv Press Bureua

VOROBIYIVKA, Ukraine – The sixth
annual Sheshory-Podilskiy International
Ethnic Music and Land-Art Festival hit
the Vinnytsia Oblast on July 12-14, drawing at least 15,000 campers and concertgoers to rural central Ukraine for a weekend of music, performance and folk art.
Just outside the village of Vorobiyivka
in the Nemyriv region, Ukrainian youths
gathered to watch performances by bands
from Ukraine, Russia, Georgia, Poland,

the Czech Republic, Slovakia, Hungary,
Sweden, France, Germany and England.
Thousands of tents speckled the campground, and the scent of burning campfires and “shashlyk” (Ukrainian-style
shishkebab) permeated the air all
throughout the weekend. On the main
stage, the bands performed late into the
night, while Ukrainian traditional folk
ensembles performed on the campground
during the day.
Originally held in the Carpathian village of Sheshory, the festival was moved
this year to Vinnytsia.

Danylo Peleschuk

The Vinnytsia-based choir and folk ensemble Horlytsia performs a traditional
wedding skit on July 14. Various grassroots folk performance groups traveled to
the festival and performed throughout daytime on the campground.

A young camper issues a morning salute on July 13, as nearly 20,000 people wake
up to the scent of burning firewood surrounding the main tent area. The festival’s main stage is in the background.

A girl paints her addition onto the Sheshory mural, which spelled out the festival’s name and stretched nearly across the entire campground. Inside each letter,
was a visual representation of a different Ukrainian oblast.

“Lashky Project” presents information about roots of Ukrainian dance
EDMONTON, Alberta – The Alberta
Zirka Ukrainian Performers and their
partners completed two years’ worth of
work on June 7-8 by presenting “The
Lashky Project” concert at the MacLab
Center for the Performing Arts in Leduc,
Alberta.
The Kule Folklore Center at the
University of Alberta collaborated at the
event by presenting a new book and
exhibit about the village roots of
Ukrainian dance.
“The Lashky Project” involved an
expedition to the village of Lashky –
originally a Ukrainian village but now 10
kilometers inside the Polish border – near
Peremyshl and Iaroslav, in the summer of
2007. Zirka Artistic Director Vincent
Rees and his colleague Leslie Sereda collected information on the cultural roots
and dances of the Lashky area. Zirka is
based in the town of Calmar, Alberta,
many of whose families emigrated from
those villages.
A theater production was developed
that included dances from Lashky and
several other villages across Ukraine.
Most likely, the Lashky choreographies
represented this region for the first time
ever in Canadian staged dance. The concerts provided both educational and
entertainment value.

The Alberta Zirka Ukrainian
Performers invited several guest artists to
perform: the Viter Ukrainian Dancers,
Volya Ukrainian Dance Ensemble and the
Veselka Ukrainian Dancers. The Zirka
Orchestra and Choir, led by Brian
Cherwick, provided music for many of
the numbers. The performance also
included video-arranged segments that
highlighted the history of Ukrainian
dance and several regions related to the
dances.
Bob Kochtubajda, Ian Gruber and Mr.
Rees of the Lashky Committee wanted to
include rich multimedia into the project.
They felt a well-researched booklet on
dances from Ukrainian villages would
compliment the production. Dr. Andriy
Nahachewsky from the Peter and Doris
Kule Center for Ukrainian and Canadian
Folklore at the University of Alberta was
commissioned to develop a handbook to
compliment the project.
The book “Ukrainian Dance: From
Village to Stage” provides information on
a number of dances from particular villages and regions, and how the dances
changed as they moved from their village
setting onto Canadian stages. Dr.
Nahachewsky, Huculak Chair of
Ukrainian Culture and Ethnography and
Director of the Kule Folklore Center, is

As part of “The Lashky Project,” (from left) Dr. Andriy Nahachewsky, Bob
Kochtubajda and Ian Gruber set up the display for the book “Ukrainian Dance:
From Village to Stage.”
one of the foremost authorities on
Ukrainian dance in Canada. The Kule
Folklore Center also developed a museum-quality exhibit that complimented the
entire project.
The collaboration provided a unique
opportunity for the educational facility to

work with the dance community.
Together, they presented project that
could be enjoyed by all. This partnership
will continue through the sales of the
book “Ukrainian Dance: From Village to
Stage” by the Kule Folklore Center and
the Zirka Dancers.
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Ukrainian Cultural Festival at Soyuzivka made possible by scores of volunteers
God and angels don’t get paid even
though theirs is some of the most important work around. Ditto for volunteers.
– Cherishe Archer
by Roma Lisovich
The Ukrainian Cultural Festival at
Soyuzivka is over and it was a resounding success. The adrenalin rush that kept
all of us going has subsided, and we can
now take a deep breath, relax and reflect.
The support of the thousand of attendees, the exciting and rousing concerts, the
smooth and seamless organization (we are
getting better at this) were all aspects that
buoyed our spirits. But, the most moving
and truly inspiring were the number of
devoted and dedicated group of Soyuzivka
supporters – our staff and the corps of tireless volunteers who sweated in the heat,
doled out delicious fare at the food court,
worked the gate and sold iced tea to a
grateful and thirsty public.
I was so proud to be a part of it – so
grateful that Soyuzivka had captured the
hearts and souls of so many who were
willing to give up their weekend to help.
Many of these “Soyuzivka angels” are
successful, professional “20 to 40-somethings,” who, without a flinch – would
do anything asked of them to help, no
matter how menial.
The volunteers were of all ages – both
individuals and organizations.
Kerhonkson Branch 95 of the Ukrainian
National Women’s League of America
(UNWLA) took care of the food court on
Saturday during the day. With UNA
Advisor Maya Lew at the helm, the
Brooklyn Ukrainan Group (BUG), faithful and enthusiastic supporters, sold iced
tea to grateful attendees throughout the
weekend to benefit the Ukrainian heritage center. Stefa Hawryluk, our “gift
shop lady,” who is well-known to our
guests, donned another hat and was toiling away at the varenyky counter. Her
husband, Roman and UNA Auditor
Slavko Tysiak were some of those volunteers who were seen “everywhere” – running up and down the Soyuzivka hills,
taking care of what needed to be done at
a moment’s notice.
There were many surprises as to how
far this dedication went. Imagine my surprise to find Krissy Kukuruza (a public
school teacher in “real life”), broom in
hand, sweeping the restrooms and offering this explanation: “Oh, sorry. Since
the food court is in good shape and the
maintenance staff is so busy, I thought
the bathrooms may need a cleaning and
the trash could be thrown out!” Now that
is dedication.
I would like to share with you still
another example of matchless “volunteerism,” as even our guests pitched in to
help. On Sunday, an unanticipated rush
at the snack bar yielded long lines.
Behind the counter, flipping burgers at
the grill, sweat streaming down their
faces, I see our guests Christine Peters
and Nick Prociuk. “What are you doing
back there?” I exclaimed in astonishment. They greeted me with this heartfelt
Roma Lisovich is treasurer of the
Ukrainian National Association. The
article above is written on behalf of the
Executive Committee of the Ukrainian
National Association and the Ukrainian
National Foundation.

Volunteers at the Ukrainian Cultural Festival’s food court.
explanation. “Oh, the poor staff is so
busy we thought we would pitch in for
awhile and help. Is that OK?”
Is that OK? It is fantastic!
I am sure there are many more examples of volunterrism in action that I simply have not as yet reached me.
There were the volunteers whose
countless hours of contributions were not
as easily visible, as much of the work
was done behind the scenes. For example, I am deeply indebted to Khristina
“Nyanya” Lew, who worked on the festival committee in identifying possible
performers, facilitating the festival ad
and logo designs and marketing.
And then there is Bohdanka Puzyk,
who was not only up at the wee hours
onsite to set up the vendor booths just
prior to the weekend of the Festival, but
throughout the many months before that,
organized every last detail connected
with the “yarmarok” (marketplace) vendors.
I would be remiss not to mention the
unforgettable Sasha Gutmacher, who
organized the New York press conference
and informing those on the periphery of
our community and beyond about
Soyuzivka and its second annual festival
and the crowd-pleasing varenyky-eating
contest during the festival, and solicited
sponsorships.
Behind the stage, keeping everything
on track and on time was Andrew Stasiw,
our stage manager. Ania Bohachevsky
Lonkevych and her entire Roma Pryma
Bohachevsky Dance Workshop crew
were simply wonderful in developing the
stage show. The opening ceremonies
would not have been as impressive without the beautiful voice of Sviatoslava
Kaczaraj singing the anthems or the
Ukrainian American Veterans color guard
that came to present the flags.
And the rest of our unparalled team –
Andrew Cade, Michael “Jello” Jadlicky,
Ms. Kukuruza, Tania-Blahitka Jadlicky,
Sonia Semanyshyn, Andrij Sonevytysky
– as well as the general workers, maintenance, kitchen, housekeeping, office,
bartenders and wait staffs were extraordinary. A better team has never been
assembled. They are truly responsible for
the smooth operations of the Festival. I
cannot thank them enough.

My eyes were constantly misty during
the weekend as I witnessed such dedication and cooperation. It is a humbling
experience to observe such remarkable
individuals working together as a cohesive, united team, all for one common
goal.
Oksana Trytjak, my “right hand” was
always ready with: “Do you want me
to….” And our other UNA General
Assembly members, Gloria Horbaty and
her husband, Donald, who could always
be counted on to provide encouragement
and assistance, along with Nicholas Fil,
who guided the dignitaries throughout
the day. Then there were UNA Advisor
Eugene Oscislawski and our newspapers’
advertising manager Maria Oscislawski,
who worked the crowd, passionately promoting the good works of the UNA.
They were accompanied by Maria Drich,
Oksana Stanko and Longin Staruch.
I also want to thank the Embassy of
Ukraine for their patronage and specifically Ambassador Oleh Shamshur and
his staff, who assisted in securing visas
for our performers. In addition, we are
indebted to the Consul General of
U k r a i n e i n N e w Yo r k , M y k o l a
Kyrychenko, who personally and so graciously helped promote our festival and
the UNA among the press. Ambassador
Yuriy Sergeyev, Ukraine’s permanent
representative to the United Nations,

honored us once again with his continued
support of our events.
Our Festival sponsors also deserve
special recognition: Self-Reliance New
York, the largest credit union in the
United States, which always stands ready
to help the community with its generous
support; AeroSvit, the official airline of
Ukraine, whose assistance with the performers from Ukraine was invaluable;
and MasterCall, a newcomer to
Soyuzivka.
Lastly, I continue to be in awe of
Soyuzivka’s general manager, Nestor
Paslawsky, a logistics and organizational
master par excellence, without whom
none of this would be possible.
We are so fortunate to have all of you.
On behalf of the UNA, I would like to
acknowledge and thank all the individual
volunteers, staff and organizations that
give so freely of their time to preserve
Soyuzivka. Yours is an unsurpassed and
vital contribution.
Together, we can achieve much. Join
me in celebrating our volunteers. I
encourage you to review the list of our
faithful volunteers (published elsewhere
in this issue). The next time you see
them, thank them for a job well done.
And, in closing, I leave you with the
wisdom of William Shakespeare: “I can
no other answer make, but, thanks, and
thanks.”

Festival volunteers (from left) Krissy Kukuruza, Angelina Kozak, Chris Peters
and Nick Prociuk
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An unaccountable leadership
The latest events in Ukraine have shown, once again, that the Verkhovna Rada has
been turned into a useless club where not much of substance is discussed, much less
taken care of. And, President Viktor Yushchenko and his Presidential Secretariat continue to square off against the Cabinet of Ministers led by Prime Minister Yulia
Tymoshenko, their ceaseless squabbling stymieing progress on a host of serious issues
confronting Ukraine, including corruption, inflation, health, human trafficking, energy
supplies, Euro-Atlantic integration…
Here we are in the second half of 2008, and the Rada has yet to pass long-promised
changes to the state budget for 2008 adopted at the end of 2007. And, what’s more, the
Rada has gone on summer recess without passing an amended budget. Two versions
were proposed – the government’s (i.e., the Cabinets’) and the president’s – and both
were rejected. Rada Chairman Arseniy Yatsenyuk commented: This will have unbelievably negative consequences for the economy in general.”
Sure, the whole thing was sent back to the Parliament’s Budget Committee
when 250 deputies supported that move on July 11, as they headed for summer
break. But, unless an extraordinary session of Parliament is convened – as the
Rada chairman and others suggested – the budget will not be considered until
September, when national deputies return from their vacations. The prospects of
holding that extraordinary session, however, grow dimmer with each passing
day. Is it possible that 150 deputies cannot be found to sign their names to a proposal to convene an extraordinary session?
If we’ve said it once, we’ve said it a hundred times: the system is broken when
people do not vote directly for deputies but only for party lists. It is quite clear the deputies believe they are accountable to no one. At the same time, the public feels the
work of the Rada is not transparent. A poll on the Rada website ask visitors: “Are the
activities of the Verkhovna Rada open and transparent to the public?” An overwhelming 70 percent say no; 21 percent say not quite; and only 9 percent say yes. Though
not a scientific poll, it is nonetheless indicative of public sentiment. As of this writing,
11,312 had responded to the question between January 10 and July 24 of this year.
Meanwhile, the last day of the Parliament’s session was focused on a no-confidence
motion in the Tymoshenko government that did not succeed. But wait, Party of the
Regions members have already said they may take up the issue once again in the fall.
Sure, the motion did not pass on July 11, as it received only 174 votes in support, but
there were 49 deputies not voting and one abstention, there were only 32 votes against
the measure, and the rest of the 450 deputies must have been AWOL.
At the same time, the majority coalition uniting the supporters of Mr. Yushchenko
and Ms. Tymoshenko appears to be, once again, on the brink of collapse. During the
seven months of the coalition’s existence, the president and the prime minister “have
spent more time sniping at each other than governing,” noted Associated Press reporter Maria Danilova. “It’s hard to imagine how it could be worse. They simply haven’t
done anything. It’s been a political crisis,” analyst Ivan Lozowy commented to the AP.
Both leaders’ popularity has dropped as the people of Ukraine have become tired of
their conflict, and the coalition has lost members as two national deputies quit its
ranks. (They are expected to be replaced by coalition leaders so that the coalition can
retain its slim majority in Parliament.)
So, what’s next? It appears to be “See you in September” for the Verkhovna Rada
and Ukraine’s leadership. Dare we hope it’s not business as usual?
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Turning the pages back...

Three years ago, in a statement posted on the website of the
Consulate General of Ukraine in Toronto on July 29, 2005,
President Viktor Yushchenko, by presidential decree, simplified the process of traveling between Ukraine and the United
States and Canada.
The decree which was dated July 26, 2005, went into effect on
August 1, 2005, and allowed Canadian citizens traveling with a valid passport to enter or
pass through Ukraine without visas, provided their stay would not exceed 90 days and the
purpose of their trip was not study- or work-related.
According to the statement, the move was meant to “develop and promote practical
implementation of principles of partnership in the relations between Ukraine and Canada.”
In the process, this would “foster bilateral contacts in all spheres of mutual relations.”
On July 1, 2005, Ukraine extended the offer to American citizens as well, but only if they
were revisiting Ukraine within six months of their initial trip and their stay would not exceed
90 days, according to a statement dated June 30, 2005, posted on the presidential website.
Similar to the agreement with Canada, U.S. citizens who enter Ukraine to work, live or
study, would be required to obtain visas.
This decision, Mr. Yushchenko’s press office said, was aimed at “the development and
practical realization of the principal of strategic partnership between Ukraine and the U.S.”
In a reciprocal move, the United States announced on July 8, 2005, that non-immigrant
visa issuance fees for Ukrainian citizens traveling to the U.S. had been eliminated. However,
these same applicants would be charged the congressionally mandated application fee of
$100, according to a statement on the website of the U.S. Embassy in Kyiv.
According to Vice-Consul Sergii Kulykov, in 2004 Ukraine issued 18,000 non-immigrant
visas to Americans through the Consulate General of Ukraine in New York. Some 20,000
visas were issued to Americans at the Ukrainian Embassy in Washington, spokeswoman
Iryna Bezverkha said. Visas for Americans traveling to Ukraine could be obtained at any
Ukrainian Consulate in the world, but the exact number of visas issued was not known.
According to the U.S. State Department, in 2003 the United States issued 21,932 nonimmigrant visas to Ukrainians.

2005

Source: “Ukraine eases visa requirements for American and Canadian citizens,” by
Andrew Nynka, The Ukrainian Weekly, August 7, 2005.

SUNDAY, JULY 27, 2008

No. 30

NEWS AND VIEWS

A great Ukrainian American:
Dr. Lev E. Dobriansky (1918-2008)
by George P. Kulchytsky
As a former student of Dr. Dobriansky,
who passed away on January 30, I fondly
recall him as a scholar, author, soldier,
diplomat and a great human being.
As mentioned previously by others, Dr.
Dobriansky is derisively referred to by
some as a “cold warrior,” while others
refer to him as “champion of liberty.”
He is a man who through his defense
of Ukraine simultaneously defended all
of the Captive Nations. He initiated
Captive Nations legislation, which was
passed in 1959 by Congress, and U.S.
presidents since then have issued Captive
Nations Week proclamations. This, in my
view as a philatelist, should have been
enough to warrant the inclusion of Dr.
Dobriansky’s likeness on the “Champions
of Liberty” U.S. postal stamp series.
Dr. Dobriansky’s popular course in
comparative economic systems at
Georgetown University was attended by
military officers of all ranks, high government officials and graduate students.
A dynamic and powerful speaker, he was
much sought after as a consultant by the
State Department, members of Congress,
the Ukrainian Congress Committee of
America (UCCA), which he headed for
most of his active years, the Republican
Party and the military, where he held the
rank of colonel in the U.S. Army.
In 1967-1968, during the time when
the Ukrainian community in the United
States tried to reorient and reorganize
itself into a more cohesive body, I was a
student at Georgetown and was the president of the Federation of Ukrainian
Student Organizations of America
(SUSTA).
It was also around this time that the
Ukrainian community created the World
Congress of Free Ukrainians. The newly
formed WCFU decided to commemorate
1968 as the 50th anniversary year of the
creation in 1918 of the Ukrainian National
Republic.
As 1968 progressed, Dr. Dobriansky
took me along to embassies, debates and
hearings in Congress. One particular
hearing stands out in my mind. Dr.
Dobriansky, testifying before Sen. J.
William Fulbright of the Foreign
Relations Committee, waited for a challenger or for a question. When silence
followed his presentation, Dr. Dobriansky
asked the chairman if he had any questions. The reply from Sen. Fulbright:
“No, Dr. Dobriansky, we know where
you stand.” Obviously the lessons Dr.
Dobriansky presented to the committee
were quite effective.
Embassies, think-tanks and universities went out of their way to invite a guest
speaker of Dr. Dobriansky’s caliber.
Evenings were usually taken up with visits and small meetings, where we met
with people like Sen. Everett Dirksen,
Congressman Gerald Ford, William F.
Buckley and Sen. John Lodge.
Georgetown, like other great institutions, inevitably became centers for Red
and White agitation and recruitment on the
part of Russia. Several of my former White
Army professors were still acting in the
name of “one indivisible Russia.” One of
them even resigned from my dissertation
boards, while another challenged me on
terminology that was Ukrainian in origin.
Dr. George P. Kulchytsky is a professor with the history department of
Yo u n g s t o w n S t a t e U n i v e r s i t y i n
Youngstown, Ohio.

Dr. Dobriansky, also on my committee,
saved the day by implying that I “was coining new terminology relevant to my topic.”
In fact, when one thinks about it, Dr.
Dobriansky himself had a penchant for
coining new terms and destroying old
ones. To him, the Soviet Union’s gross
imperial product became GIP. This term,
after a brief pause, was normally followed by the laughter of students in the
lecture hall. To him it was a cardinal sin
to use the terms “Soviet Nation,” or
“Soviet peoples,” whom he regarded as
non-existent.
Dr. Dobriansky, active in Ukrainian
and American politics, wisely stayed
away from sometimes petty Ukrainian
émigré politics, while whole heartedly
embracing American political life. He
was, after all, an American officer, a
political activist and a friend of many
presidents, who, in the end, was rewarded
with the ambassadorship to the Bahamas.
Dr. Dobriansky’s name, Lev, which
means lion in Ukrainian, is clearly evocative of his role as a lion among men,
defending what he believed and those
who needed defending. May he rest in
peace – “Vichnaya pamiyat!”

LETTERS
TO THE EDITOR

A positive editorial
about the UNWLA
Dear Editor:
It was a pleasure to read such a positive editorial about the Ukrainian National
Women’s League of America (June 29).
Thank you.
As you pointed out, it is an organization for women of Ukrainian descent and
for those belonging to the Ukrainian community residing in the United States.
The important thing to emphasize –
and you did mention it – is that women of
all walks of life, all ages and varying
interest are welcome in our organization.
I hope your short, but thorough editorial will spark interest and thus make our
ranks swell in number so that we may
continue to work for the benefit
of Ukrainians wherever they may be.
Ulana Zinych
Bethany, Conn.

Thanks for Kuropas
column on DPs
Dear Editor:
Dr. Myron Kuropas is to be commended for writing the colomn “Remembering
our displaced,” (March 16).
Dr. Kuropas brings up “Operation
Keelhaul” as it happened in Mannheim in
the American Zone of Germany, on
September 6, 1945. My father, Petro
Halich, was an eyewitness to those
events, about which he wrote in 1955. His
story brings out the facts about the events
in Mannheim and its heroes.
If anyone wants to contact me regarding this episode of history my e-mail is
vitaly@q.com.
Vitaly V. Halich
Benson, Ariz.
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COMMENTARY: Looking at the Holodomor through the lens of the Holocaust
by Alexander J. Motyl
Looking closely at the Holocaust is the
best way of understanding just why the
Ukrainian Famine of 1932-1933 was
genocide.
We generally think of the Holocaust as a
single premeditated occurrence, but the
attempted destruction of European Jewry
consisted of a variety of developments, processes and events that were strung out over
several years, that occurred for different
reasons at different times and in different
places, and that involved different kinds of
perpetrators acting for very different reasons and with very different motives.
No less important, the Holocaust cannot possibly be understood outside the
context of Adolf Hitler’s thinking, the
Nazi transformation of Germany, World
War II, and Nazi policy toward the territories and nations occupied by Germany in
the war.
In a word, the Holocaust was an
exceedingly complex and multi-layered
phenomenon produced by, and comprehensible only in terms of, an exceedingly
complex ideological, political, and imperial context.
We can appreciate this complexity by
considering the answers to four seemingly
simple questions:
We can pinpoint the end of the
Holocaust with the collapse of the Third
Reich in mid-1945, but when did the
Holocaust actually begin?
One starting point might be Hitler’s
assumption of power in early 1933.
Another might be the adoption of the
Nuremberg Laws on race on September
15, 1935. Still another might be
Kristallnacht, November 8, 1938, when
Nazi mobs destroyed synagogues and
shops owned by Jews. Or the construction
of the death camp in Auschwitz in 1940.
Or the infamous Wannsee conference on
January 20, 1942, at which the decision
was made to pursue the Final Solution.
So, when did the Holocaust begin? There
is no obvious answer.
Where did the Holocaust take place?
In Germany of course, and in most of
Nazi-occupied Europe. Indeed, the
Holocaust took place wherever Jews were
killed or died for reasons related to Nazi
policy or the war. But there was no one
way in which Jews lost their lives. Some
underwent ghastly deaths in gas chambers;
some were shot; some were starved; some
were worked to death; some were beaten
to death. Some died while resisting; some
died while fleeing; some died because of
illnesses caused by overcrowding and malnutrition in camps and ghettos.
Who carried out and, was therefore,
responsible for, the Holocaust?
Well, Hitler and his henchmen laid the
plans, but the actual killing, gassing,
shooting, maiming, starving and beating
were carried out by Gestapo officers,
members of the SS and its intelligence
branch, the Sicherheitsdienst (Security
Service), and regular soldiers. NonGermans also helped – whether Vichy
French policemen, Dutch collaborators,
Eastern European fascists, or Soviet prisoners of war-turned-concentration camp
guards. The perpetrators killed or maimed
Jews for different reasons. Some were
explicitly supportive of Hitler’s Final
Solution; others were taking out their
Alexander J. Motyl is professor of
political science and deputy director of
the Division of Global Affairs at Rutgers
University – Newark. He served as associate director of the Harriman Institute
at Columbia University in 1992-1998.
He is the author of six academic books
on the Soviet Union, Russia and Ukraine
and the editor of “The Encyclopedia of
Nationalism.”

anger at Jews; still others were simply
carrying out orders; many just looked the
other way.
Was the Holocaust just the maniacal
project of one man?
Of course not. While understanding
Hitler’s mindset is indispensable to understanding the Holocaust, no less important
is understanding Germany’s experience in
World War I, the economic collapse of the
1920s, the cultural confusion and the
revival of racist and imperial ideologies,
the rise of the Nazis, their seizure of
power and attempt to revolutionize
German society, and their initiation of a
brutal imperialist war that devastated,
above all, the countries to Germany’s east
— Poland, Belarus and Ukraine.
Small wonder that many scholars still
believe that, more than 60 years after the
Holocaust, they still don’t fully understand it. Indeed, something this complex
may never be fully understood.
The Ukrainian Famine-Genocide of
1932-1933 is no less complex. The mistake many analysts make is to treat the
Famine – the Holodomor – as if it were
merely an instance of agricultural policy
gone awry. Naturally, if you think that
there’s nothing more to the Famine than
bad farming policy, then you’re obviously
going to conclude that the Famine was
just the tragic consequence of bad farming
policy.
But that would be like treating the
Holocaust as nothing more than the consequence of bad demographic policy.
Understanding the Holodomor, therefore means viewing it just as we view the
Holocaust – as a complex and multi-layered phenomenon produced by, and comprehensible only in terms of, an exceedingly complex ideological, political and
imperial context.
In other words, it’s as incorrect to think
of the Holodomor as a single occurrence
confined to one time and place and whose
victims experienced the same exact death
at the hands of the same exact perpetrators
as it’s incorrect to view the Holocaust in
this manner.
Revolution and empire
in Nazi Germany
The larger context within which the
Holocaust took place was the coming to
power in Germany of an explicitly revolutionary party, the Nazis, with openly
imperialist goals. The Nazis under Hitler
aimed to transform Germany from top to
bottom: they desired nothing less than a
completely new Germany populated by
new Germans. And they also sought to
extend German control over Europe in
general and Eastern Europe in particular—the mostly Slavic territories that
were to serve as Lebensraum for German
colonists.
Revolutionaries are always violent, and
the Nazis were no exception. They killed
their opponents or locked them up in concentration camps, imposed a totalitarian
regime on Germany and proceeded to
remove undesirable elements from Nazi
society – homosexuals, cripples, Slavic
Untermenschen (subhumans), Roma and,
above all, Jews.
Once the Nazis initiated war – against
Poland in 1939, Western Europe in 1940,
and the Soviet Union, which had willingly
helped them destroy Poland, in 1941 –
they embarked on empire-building and
could expand their revolutionary goals to
the occupied territories. Nazi opponents in
these territories were all those people who
either actively resisted Nazi ideological
goals or were incompatible with them.
Democrats, nationalists, and Communists
resisted and had to be killed. Impure nations
such as Jews and Roma were targeted for
immediate destruction, while Polish,
Ukrainian, Belarusian and Russian

Untermenschen were slated for exploitation
to be followed by extermination.
Nazi Germany was thus a genocidal
regime that perpetrated multiple genocides – above all against Jews, but also
against the Roma and the Slavs.
Revolution and empire
in Stalin’s USSR
Like Nazi Germany, the Soviet Union
was a revolutionary regime with imperialist goals. Like the Nazis, the Bolsheviks
aspired radically to transform the lands
they had seized in a series of military
campaigns in 1918-1921. They got their
chance in the late 1920s, when Joseph
Stalin became undisputed leader and, with
the support of ideologically committed
true believers, embarked on a full-scale
“revolution from above” that would
change every dimension of life in the
Soviet Union. Industry would be created
from scratch, the countryside would be
collectivized, and the empire would be
consolidated.
Like the Nazis, the Bolsheviks were
violent and brooked no opposition. They
killed their opponents – a practice that,
incidentally, already started in 1918-1921
– and packed off millions to die in concentration camps in inhospitable parts of
the country. As with the Nazis, Stalin’s
opponents were all those people who
either actively resisted Soviet ideological
goals or were incompatible with them.
Democrats, socialists and national
Communists resisted and had to be killed.
Obstreperous classes, such as the more
prosperous peasants, had to be eliminated;
obstreperous nations that stood in the way
of Moscow’s totalitarian ambitions and
imperial rule – such as Ukrainians – had
to be crushed.
As indeed they were – in a series of
developments, processes, and events that,
like the Holocaust, were strung out over
several years, that occurred for different
reasons at different times and in different
places, and that involved different kinds
of perpetrators acting for very different
reasons and with very different motives.
Stalin’s regime thus perpetrated a series of
genocides against the non-Russian nations
and the Russians.
Like Hitler’s, Stalin’s regime was genocidal: it practiced genocide as part and
parcel of its policies toward its subject
populations. Unsurprisingly, over 20 million non-Russians and Russians were shot,
starved or worked to death.
Seen in this context, the Ukrainian
Famine was just one of many Soviet mass
killings perpetrated by a genocidal regime.
To be sure, the Holodomor was the result
of a brutal agricultural policy called
forced collectivization. But, more important, the death of millions of Ukrainian
peasants was the direct consequence of
the Soviet regime’s unwillingness to alleviate the massive famine that collectivization had unleashed in Ukraine and of its
adoption of closed-border policies that
intensified the Holodomor’s impact and
permitted it to run its deathly course.
Most important, the Holodomor was
the consequence of the Bolshevik revolution from above that aimed to create a
totalitarian society and a centrally planned
economy in an increasingly self-confident
and independent country – Ukraine – that
was to be broken and subordinated to a
highly centralized imperial system ruled
by Moscow and manned, alas, primarily
by Russians.
Russian resistance
to moral responsibility
Ukrainians experienced genocide –
specifically in 1932-1933 and more
broadly during the whole period of
Stalin’s revolution from above in
1929-1953 – but so did many other Soviet

nations, including Russians.
Why then do Russians such as the exdissident, Aleksandr Solzhenitsyn, and the
ex-president, Vladimir Putin, get positively apoplectic at the mere suggestion that
the Holodomor was a genocide perpetrated by a genocidal regime? And why do
Russian Holodomor-deniers abandon civilized discourse and resort to the mendacious claim that Ukrainians are appropriating the dubious honor of having been
the sole victims of genocide, when
Ukrainians are simply saying that Stalin’s
rule was genocidal toward everybody?
Two factors account for this exaggerated emotionality bordering on irrationality.
First, Solzhenitsyn and the Russians
who share his views are identical to the
many post-war Germans who were unwilling to accept their share of responsibility
for the Holocaust and World War II.
Russians happily think of themselves as
victims of Stalin – and they are quite right
to do so – but they are unwilling to face
the uncomfortable truth that they were also
the primary victimizers and as such bear a
disproportionate share of the moral responsibility for Soviet crimes. Stalin’s regime
was after all a totalitarian empire.
Totalitarian rule brutalized all nations and
classes equally. But the Soviet empire, like
every empire, consisted of rulers and
ruled, of colonizers and colonized—and
those were Russians and non-Russians.
Humiliated by the collapse of the
Soviet empire, today’s Russians are
understandably unwilling to accept the
moral opprobrium attached to their privileged status as the empire’s master nation.
They will eventually have the courage to
accept their complex history in its entirety, but not just yet. After all, it took the
Germans some 20 to 30 years to look at
the Holocaust with complete honesty.
Unfortunately, it may take longer in
Russia, as there is an additional obstacle
to an honest evaluation of Russian history.
Post-war Germany was a democratic state
that had to bow to the wishes of its occupying powers – the United States, France
and the United Kingdom. Vladimir Putin’s
Russia, in contrast, is a thoroughly authoritarian, possibly even neo-fascist, regime
that is hoping to reclaim its place in the
sun. Mr. Putin has explicitly rehabilitated
Soviet history and Stalin in an effort to
reinforce his own legitimacy and rally
popular support around the hyper-nationalist regime that his successor, Dmitry
Medvedev, has inherited.
Mr. Putin and his allies – and Mr.
Solzhenitsyn, sadly, belongs in that camp
– cannot accept that the USSR practiced
any kind of genocide – even against the
Russians – as that would undermine the
Kremlin’s efforts to position the new
Russia as a worthy successor to its historical and legal predecessor, the USSR.
An honest evaluation of Russian history – and especially of Russians’ complicity in Stalin’s imperial project – will therefore have to wait for Russian authoritarianism either to fail or to discredit itself. In
the meantime, Russian hyper-nationalists,
imperialists and authoritarians will do
everything they can to prevent a painful
look at their own past, arguing that efforts
to do so amount to anti-Russian propaganda. But nothing could be further from
the truth.
Scholars, journalists, analysts, and policy-makers committed to historical truth
will therefore have to pursue this reassessment of Soviet history on their own,
patiently, in the hope that Russian colleagues will eventually join them.
Objective research tempered with an
appreciation of the complexity of Stalin’s
rule and the place that genocide in general
and the Holodomor in particular played in
the Soviet revolution from above is the
way to proceed.
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A personal memoir: 1968, the watershed year
by Roman Kupchinsky
1968 was the year my generation came
of age. “The Year of the Monkey” was
the year of dramatic, often hopeless,
uprisings, brutal assassinations, riots,
strikes and civil disobedience that challenged society’s ironclad beliefs and
redefined for the coming generation the
meaning of such terms as “democracy,”
“socialism” and “national liberation.”
It was the year when the established
world order seemed on the verge of collapse as ruling elites began retreating and
abandoning their ideological baggage by
tossing it into roadside trash cans, into
the infamous “garbage heap of history”
as Karl Marx once called it, as they ran.
It is very rare for any one year to play
such a monumental role in history. This
worldwide turmoil made 1968 into the
poster child for revolution and prompted
the inevitable question: were these events
an incredible coincidence, or was historical determinism playing games with the
established order?
The televised dramas of 1968 captured
the “hearts and minds” of my generation
– a generation which did not have a
“fatherland” and believed that it was disenfranchised, cast aside by society, left to
rot and die in the jungles and rice paddies
of Vietnam, be killed and beaten on the
streets of Prague, Bonn and Paris, and be
hounded by the cops and National
Guardsmen throughout America.
I began 1968 as a 23-year-old newly
commissioned U.S. Army infantry second lieutenant on my way to Vietnam. I
was scared but “gung-ho,” proud to serve
the country that took in my parents and
Roman Kupchinsky is a partner at
AZEast Group and may be contacted at
Kupchinsky@AZeast.com.

gave them a chance to live their lives like
the decent folks they were.
I arrived in Saigon at the start of the
Chinese New Year, which was when the
Vietnamese Tet Offensive kicked off. I
watched in amazement from the window
of the airplane as red and green tracer
bullets sped toward the plane as we were
making our short final approach onto the
runway. The Year of the Monkey had
begun.
“Damn,” I told myself, “this is f---ing
crazy.”
In a few days I joined my unit in the
central highlands of Vietnam and met the
rifle platoon I was sent to command.
There were only about 15 men in the platoon (the prescribed number of troopers
in a rifle platoon at the time was 30),
most of whom were black and Hispanic
with a smattering of whites from poor
rural regions (“po’ white trash” is what
they were called).
My platoon was typical of the draftee
U.S. Army at the time. It was an army of
the damned, of the American underclass;
an army where young, barely educated
kids, drafted or recruited from the slums
of Philadelphia, Baltimore, the Bronx and
small towns in Alabama, Florida and
elsewhere were ordered to serve their
country in distant Southeast Asia and
fight in a conflict they did not understand.
This confusion as to the purpose of the
war led to a popular anti-war song in
1968 that succinctly explained the nature
of the Vietnam War:
“Though it isn’t really war, we’re
sending 50,000 more to help save
Vietnam from Vietnamese.”
I grew up in Brooklyn, N.Y in a largely Italian, white, working-class neighborhood, and my closest friends were almost
exclusively Ukrainians with whom I grew

Siblings reunited after 66 years
of separation due to Nazi invasion
DONETSK, Ukraine – For the first
time in 66 years, Irene Famulak of
Philadelphia was reunited with her
brother, Wsewolod Galezkij, in
Donetsk, in eastern Ukraine. The two
were separated in 1942 after their family was captured by the Nazis in their
home in Ukraine and sent to different
labor camps. The siblings spent the rest
of their lives on opposite sides of the
Iron Curtain.
When they last saw each other, a
then 7-year-old Mr. Galezkij refused a
kiss from his older sister, saying he
didn’t like kisses.
Seven decades later, Mr. Galezkij
refused no affection from his sister. He
told CNN, “I don’t believe anyone has
ever known such happiness.”
After the liberation of the Nazi labor
camps in 1945, Ms. Famulak stayed in
Germany, while Mr. Galezkij returned
to Ukraine. In 1956 Ms. Famulak
moved to the United States.

Mr. Galezkij never gave up hope that
he would be reunited with his sister. He
spent 17 years after Soviet records were
opened in 1989 searching for her. Now
that he has found her, he told CNN, “I
truly believe I can die satisfied.”
According to CNN, Mr. Galezkij
was so overwhelmed upon receiving
the news that his sister had been located, that he had to be hospitalized.
The reunion was marked by a banquet in a nearby orchard, where Mr.
Galezkij’s family and neighbors welcomed his long-lost sister. Though the
pair still does not know the fate of their
parents, they were extremely happy to
have found one another. The two are
the only surviving siblings.
The tearful reunion was facilitated
by the American Red Cross Holocaust
and War Victims Tracing Center, a volunteer organization committed to
reuniting families that fell victim to the
Holocaust.
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up in Plast. I rarely had any encounters
with blacks or Hispanics (more inappropriate terminology was used in Brooklyn
in the 1960s) except on my way to school
on the Eighth Avenue subway, where
black kids stood in small groups on the
platform and harmonized.
I suspect that young blacks and
Hispanics also had little, if any, interaction with whites when they were growing
up, so Vietnam became the great cocktail
party where we were formally introduced.
The introductions, however, were hasty
and there was little time to chat and get
to know and understand one another. It
was more a matter of necessity, since we
relied on each other to stay alive.
We humped the hilly jungles of the
central highlands and the “Street Without
Joy” along the coast of the South China
Sea; we made air assaults into the hills
overlooking Khe Sahn combat base to
rescue the Marines who had been under
siege by the North Vietnamese Army for
months and then into the A Shau Valley,
the “Valley of Death,” and finally flew
south to the Cambodian border, to the
“Black Widow” mountain .
I was with the First Air Cavalry, a
“skytrooper” in the horse blanket division, a unit that became famous in
Hollywood movies – after the war ended.
We made helicopter assaults two to
three times a day and called in the
Medevac choppers to remove our dead
and mutilated comrades, wrapped in
black body bags, so they could have a
proper burial back home.
In March or April, at the height of the
monsoon, Mykola Lebed, my boss at
Prolog Research Corp. in New York,
where I had worked part-time as a student, sent me a copy of the samivydav
work “Internationalism or Russification?”
a study of discrimination against
Ukrainians in Ukraine by a Ukrainian
dissident, Ivan Dzyuba, which Prolog had
just published.
It was kind of Lebed to send the book,
but I had little time to read it during the
day. At night when I crawled into my
muddy, leech-infested sleeping trench, I
took it out of the plastic bag I kept it in,
placed my soaking dirty socks under my
armpits so my body heat would dry them
by morning and read a few pages every
night to the light of my flashlight.
Vietnam suddenly became a classroom
where I studied Ukrainian nationalism, as
a result of which I began to see the
Vietnamese enemy in a different light.
Combat infantrymen are not the best
informed people – they do not get The
New York Times or The Wall Street
Journal delivered to them each morning.
We had no TVs, our field radios often
could not receive the Armed Forces
Radio signal which broadcast from
Saigon, so all we could rely on was the
Army newspaper, The Stars and Stripes.
The Stripes began being delivered to
us by helicopter only after a clerk in
some secure rear area decided that it
might be “bestist” for us to read while we
smoked dope. It was delivered sporadically, but this was far “more better” than
inhaling weed without having anything to
read and laugh or cry about.
We read about the assassinations of
Martin Luther King and Bobby Kennedy,
about the riots in burning Harlem and
Los Angeles, about Columbia University
students striking and the creation of the
Students for a Democratic Society. We
learned about the chaotic events during
the Democratic Convention in Chicago
and about the French and German student
uprisings.

In August it was the invasion of
Czechoslovakia by Soviet troops in order
to crush the “Prague Spring” which captured my imagination – my comrades,
however, did not seem to really know
where Czechoslovakia was (“It’s a country, a------, somewhere close to Egypt”
one trooper told his friend.)
I remember sitting with the platoon in
a bomb crater on some forgotten hilltop
listening to the platoon sergeant as he
read The Stars and Stripes to the troops.
The stench from a pile of corpses of dead
North Vietnamese soldiers rotting in the
sun was overpowering, but we ignored it
and kept listening as he read off the
names of the latest men to be killed in
action. The names of the rotting corpses
10 yards from us were not listed.
We always began reading the Stripes
with the latest KIA (killed in action) list.
Everyone listened quietly, keeping their
thoughts to themselves, praying silently
that the name of a buddy would not be on
the list.
When this ritual was over, the sergeant
read the lead story: LBJ would not be
running for president in the coming election. Vietnam had done him in. The
response to this news came straight from
the soul of one young rifleman from
Kentucky – “F--k him and the horse he
rode in on.”
I returned home to Brooklyn on New
Year’s Day 1969 at about 2 a.m. and let
myself into the house. I had carried the
keys to the front door throughout my tour
of duty – they became a talisman and
instilled in me a powerful belief that I
would use them again.
It is painful dredging up the Year of
the Monkey. I have buried so many memories connected to that year that, when
the 40th anniversary came around to
haunt me, I became unnerved and tears
rolled down my cheeks.
I recalled the terrible nightmares I had
over the years, waking up in the middle
of the night in a sweat and begging the
Lord forgiveness for my acts against his
children – the “Gooks,” our temporary
enemies.
1968 might indeed have been a watershed year – it signaled the renewal of
Ukrainian opposition to oppression as
Dzyuba’s book suggested; it turned the
tide in race relations in the U.S. and gave
blacks the push they needed to become
equal partners in their country. It galvanized my generation into finally believing that our time had come.
The revolutions of 1968 – some of
which were phony while others were
tragic – soon went into hibernation, but
they left a clear signal that Western
democracy was far from perfect and
Soviet communism was on its last legs.
When you scratched the surface of either,
the rot was there for everyone to see.
Today, 40 years later, Ukraine is an
independent, democratic state. Vietnam
and the United States are at peace and
trade between them is flourishing; a black
man stands a good chance at becoming
the next president of the U.S. and the
Czech and Slovak republics are members
of NATO. Was all this a result of historical determinism?
Despite the great achievements, as
well as the grand failures, of the past 40
years, my reluctant memory takes me
back to my personal 1968, to the young
men I fought with – and those who fought
against us – in a war whose battlefields
have long become overgrown with jungle
grass and brambles, and whose strategic
value few are able to recall today with
any measure of clarity.
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Unknown story of Mazepa presented at conference in Ukraine
OSTROH, Ukraine – The second
annual conference on “International
Intercultural Communication: Language,
Culture and Personality” was held at the
National University of Ostroh Academy
on May 15-16. At that conference two
Canadians from the University of
Manitoba Faculty of Education, Dr. Denis
Hlynka and Dr. Orest Cap, presented
their research on “The Mazepa Legend.”
Dr. Hlynka was unable to be present due
to scheduling conflicts. Dr. Cap presented
(in English) on behalf of the team.
Dr. Hlynka is a professor of educational technology at the University of
Manitoba. His research agenda focuses
on pedagogic dimensions of technology,
with a particular emphasis on the cross
mediation of content issues between multiple media. The story of Mazepa fits this
criteria especially well, having begun as
a historical personage, then moved
through poetry, art, drama, symphonic
music, opera, cinema and musical comedy, as well as showing up artifactually as
a name for horses, locomotives, towns,
etc. (The Ukrainian transliteration typically uses one p for Mazepa; the Western
European tradition, started by Voltaire,
Byron and Hugo uses a double p and
spells the name Mazeppa.)
A full house gave rapt attention to Dr.
Cap as he presented a unique twist to the
otherwise familiar Mazepa story.
“Everyone in the audience knew the story
of the historic Hetman Mazepa,” said Dr.
Cap, “but they thought that the story
ended at the Battle of Poltava in 1709,
and Mazepa’s death, in exile a few
months later.”
“What Dr. Hlynka’s research has
uncovered,” explained Dr. Cap, “is that
this was only the beginning.”
There is a second Mazepa story, a legend. The story is that a young 20-year-old
Ivan Mazepa was living as a page in the
Polish court. But one day he was caught
in an “indiscretion” with the daughter
(some say the wife) of a Polish count. In
revenge, Mazepa was stripped naked and
bound backwards onto a wild horse. The
legend tells how Mazepa suffered for
three days as the horse galloped wildly

through the desert-like never-ending
steppe, attacked by wolves and vultures.
Finally, exhausted, the horse fell down
dead. But Mazepa was rescued by a band
of Ukrainian Kozaks. Mazepa first made
himself useful in the camp, he slowly
rose in the Zaporozian Kozak ranks, and
eventually became hetman of all Ukraine.
It was this story, say Drs. Hlynka and
Cap, that captured the imagination of
America. After being filtered through the
likes of Voltaire, Byron and Hugo, the
Mazepa legend spread like wildfire. In
the late 1850s a play called “Mazeppa or
the Wild Horse of Tartary” played New
York’s Broadway to packed houses. In
1861 a cross-gendering occurred when
Adah Menkin began playing the role of
Mazeppa, a role which made her the first
great female American celebrity. From
that time until the end of the 19th century,
Mazeppa became the most performed
stage play in America.
In the mid-20th century, Mazeppa
resurfaced and was mentioned in passing
in films like “High Noon” (1952) and
“Heller in Pink Tights” (1960), with
Sophia Loren playing Mazeppa. On
Broadway, a Miss Mazeppa resurfaced as
a character in the long running musical
“Gypsy!” (1959).
Most recently, in 2006, the University
of Manitoba Center for Ukrainian
Canadian Studies revived Michael Balfe’s
1865 cantata “The Page” from
“Mazeppa” with an English libretto by
Jessica Rankin. (The complete audio performance with accompanying text libretto
is available online at http://www.umanitoba.ca/centres/ukrainian_canadian/concerts/part2_concert.html.)
It was reported that Dr. Cap’s presentation took the audience completely by
surprise. Dr. Svitlana Novoseletska, the
dean of Romance and Slavic languages at
Ostroh Academy, commented that, “They
never told us how Mazepa has conquered
the stage, the media, the literary world
and the art world. This is all new to us.”
A conference participant from the city
of Kazan, in the republic of Tatarstan,
was ecstatic over the PowerPoint photo
of a locomotive with the name Mazeppa

Dr. Orest Cap, of the University of Manitoba, presents “The Mazeppa Legend”
at Chernihiv State Pedagogical University.
clearly labeled on the side. “I couldn’t
believe it,” he said.
Yet another surprise to the audience
were the photos of Mazeppa Bay, South
Africa.
A somewhat different version of the
research was presented a few days later
in Chernihiv, Ukraine, at the fourth
International Scientific Conference:
“Ukraine in the World: Ukraine is
Anywhere Ukrainians Live.” This presentation took place on May 25, at
Chernihiv State Pedagogical University.

It was presented in Ukrainian by Dr. Cap.
The complete paper will be included
in the conference proceedings to be published in the near future. The paper
includes a detailed bibliography, including dissertations, films, media, resources,
etc.
A third academic presentation is scheduled for August 27-30 at the University
of Alberta at an international multi-disciplinary conference titled “Continuities
and Innovations: Popular Print Cultures
Past and Present – Local and Global.

HUSI students meet with Boston City Council president

Ukrainian Canadian community
honors MP James Bezan
TORONTO – In a show of appreciation for the passage of his Private
Member’s Bill, Member of Parliament
James Bezan was honored on June 19 by
the Ukrainian Canadian community at a
special ceremony in Toronto.
The Ukrainian Famine and Genocide
(Holodomor) Memorial Day Act became
law on May 29; it officially recognized
the Holodomor as a genocide and established every fourth Saturday of November
as a day to commemorate Holodomor
victims.
“I am grateful for the strong support
that my bill received from the Canadian
Ukrainian community and Parliament,”
stated Mr. Bezan. “I am humbled and
cannot stress enough that this legislation
is intended to honor the victims and survivors of the Holodomor that are in
Canada, Ukraine and around the world.”
The appreciation ceremony was hosted
by Canadian Friends of Ukraine, the
League of Ukrainian Canadians and the
League of Ukrainian Canadian Women.
Margareta Shpir, acting president of
Canadian Friends of Ukraine gave opening remarks, followed by an invocation
by Bishop Jurij of Toronto, the Eastern
Eparch of the Ukrainian Orthodox

Church of Canada.
Lisa Shymko, director of the CanadaUkraine Parliamentary Center, introduced
Mr. Bezan and Sen. Raynell Andreychuk
to a warm crowd of over 300 supporters.
Mr. Bezan recounted the work that went
into tabling the bill and ensuring that it
passed all stages in the House of
Commons and Senate.
“While the bill did not have broad support initially, it was through hard work,
dedication and the support of the
Canadian Ukrainian community that
together we educated Parliament and
endured to see this important historical
legislation become a reality,” explained
Mr. Bezan.
Mr. Bezan expressed his appreciation
to the Prolisok Youth Ensemble, conducted by Olesia Konyk and directed by
Michael Romaniuk, for the entertainment
that they provided. Mr. Bezan also
thanked Ukrainian Canadian Congress
President Paul Grod and Holodomor survivor Stepan Horlatsch for their presentation of a framed copy of his bill.
Mr. Bezan represents the riding of
Selkirk-Interlake, Manitoba, which is
located north of Winnipeg. He is a member of the Conservative Party.

BOSTON – Boston City Council President Maureen Feeney met with students
of the Harvard Ukrainian Summer Institute in her private office on Friday, July
18, for more than two hours. She briefed the students on American municipal
governments and how they function, Boston and its finances and development, and local and regional politics. Ms. Feeney is the first woman president
of the Boston City Council. Seen above (from left) are: Olena Loboyko
(Morshyn, Lviv Oblast, student at Ivan Franko National University of Lviv),
Boston City Council President Feeney; Svitlana Pokrason (Kyiv, student at
Kyiv National Economic University), and Taras Shulga, (Kirovsk,
Dnipropetrovsk Oblast, student at the Institute of Ukrainian History, National
Academy of Sciences of Ukraine).
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THANK YOU!
We hereby express our gratitude and appreciation to the volunteers and workers
of the Ukrainian Cultural Festival held at Soyuzivka on July 11-13, 2008.
We could not have done it without you!

Larissa Beck
Tania Blahitka
Brooklyn Ukrainian Group (BUG), Brooklyn, NY
Andrew Cade
Maria Cade, UNWLA Regional Council president
Andy Cymbal
Iko Danyliuk
Christine Danyliuk
Mrs. Danyluk
Maria Drich
Olha Drozdowycz
Orest Fedash
Cathy Gorham
Sasha Gutmacher
Stefa Hawryluk
Roman Hawryluk
Maxine Hayden
Gloria Horbaty
Donald Horbaty
Olya Hryhorash
George Jacus
Michael “Jello” Jadlicky
Sviatoslava Kaczaraj
Nick Kobryn
Stephen Kostecki

Angelina Kozak
Mathew Koziak
Oksana Krywulych
Myron Krywulych
Krissy Kukuruza
Thecla Kurylo
Alex Lemekha
Sandy Lemekha

Vlodko Lemekha
Khristina Lew
Maya Lew
Olesia Lew
Ruta Lew
Ania Bohachevsky-Lonkevych
and the Dance Workshop
Kira Myskiw
Walt Nalywayko
Serge Nalywayko
Andrij Olynec
Larissa Oprysko
Eugene Oscislawski
Maria Oscislawski
Jay Palylyk
Eva Panchyshyn, UNWLA Branch 95 president, and her friend John
Mary Panchyshyn and her nephew Mike
Nestor Paslawsky
Christine Peters
Nick Prociuk
Bohdanka Puzyk
Bohdan Puzyk
Andrew Schmidt
Sonia Semanyshyn
Ivan Shmotolocha
Mark Shmerykowsky
Wiroslaw Snihurowych
Andrij Sonevytsky
Oksana Stanko
Longin Staruch
Andrew Stasiw
Zinia Stecyk
Andrij Stefanyshyn
Bill Swiac
Anisa Tershakovec
Oksana Trytjak
Slavko Tysiak
UNWLA Branch 95 , Kerhonkson, N.Y.
…and all the performers
and the entire staff of Soyuzivka.

SAVE THE DATE FOR NEXT YEAR’S FESTIVAL:
July 16-19, 2009*
*Tentative date

We appreciate your support!
– the Executive Committee
of the Ukrainian National Association
and the Ukrainian National Foundation, Inc.

No. 30

THE UKRAINIAN WEEKLY

SUNDAY, JULY 27, 2008

11

Soyuzivka's...

Ostapenko and violinist
Inessa Tymochko-Dekajlo.
Ukraine’s Ambassador
(Continued from page 1)
t
o
the U.S. Oleh
various corners of the Ukrainian diaspoShamshur,
Permanent
ra, to dignitaries, including Ukraine’s
Representative to the
diplomats and a U.S. congressman.
Kicking off the weekend on Thursday United Nations Yuriy
evening was Soyuzivka’s weekly Hutsul Sergeyev and New York
Night, featuring the music of Andrij Consul General Mykola
Milavsky and Bandurna Rozmova, and Kyrychenko offered their
singer Tetiana Chorniy, with an addition- warm support and kind
al cabaret show featuring Ron Cahute appreciation. The Embassy
of Ukraine was an official
and Ihor Bachinsky.
Vendors opened their tents at 10 a.m. patron of the Ukrainian
on Friday, presenting interesting wares, Cultural Festival.
Also making an appearfrom fine and folk art items to T-shirts
and CDs, as well as crafts demonstra- ance was Rep. Maurice
tions. And, of course, food was always Hinchey (D-N.Y.), who
available at the snack bar, the specially explained his Ukrainian
erected food court (which featured roots in an interview that
Ukrainian and American fare) or the will be broadcast on
Ukraine’s Channel 1 teleMain House dining room.
As the sun began to set, festival-goers vision. The Ukrainian TV
made their way toward the natural crew spent the entire weekamphitheater surrounding the stage set end at Soyuzivka, speaking with festival
up on Soyuzivka’s tennis courts. organizers, community leaders and guests
Following the national anthems, which to get a picture of the Ukrainian commufeatured a full color guard, the renowned nity and its beloved Soyuzivka.
While parents were busy shopping and
Roma Pryma Bohachevsky Ukrainian
socializing,
children could enjoy the
Dance Workshop took to the stage. The
marvelous dancers opened and closed the “Barabolya” program, an act featuring an
show with premier choreographies as upbeat collection of Ukrainian children’s
w e l l a s s o m e o f R o m a P r y m a songs performed by Ron Cahute. The
prospect of a brand new Xbox 360 game
Bohachevsky’s most famous works.
Other performers included the lively and cash prizes drew guests to compete
musicians and singers of Bandurna in the first ever Guitar Hero playoff
Rozmova, the talented xylophonist sponsored by the UNA, as well as the
Roman Lankios, the captivating singer second Varenyky-Eating Championship
Marina Skliarova, and the exciting vocal- organized by Sasha Gutmacher.
There was plenty of fun to be found
ist Vitaliy Kozlovsky, Ukraine’s answer
beyond the festival venues with the pool
to “American Idol.”
Guests danced late into the night at a and volleyball court open the entire day.
“zabava” on the outdoor patio to the As usual, the Tiki Bar was a focal point,
music of the bands Klooch and Hrim. with guests enjoying cool drinks, including beer from Ukraine.
But the weekend was just beginning.
As evening came, flocks of festivalSaturday morning saw many additions
to the already exciting schedule from the goers swarmed the stage area to see the
day before. While the Dumka Choir per- Saturday evening performance in front of a
formed a beautiful concert inside the newly beautiful sunset. Returning were the
renovated and updated Veselka auditorium, Ukrainian Dance Workshop, Ms. Skliarova,
the apprentice group of the Vohon Bandurna Rozmova, Ms. TymochkoUkrainian Dance Ensemble entertained Dekajlo, Mr. Lankios, and Mr. Kozlovsky.
outdoors. The duo of Taras Lazurkevych After experiencing a show by these dynamand Oleh Sozansky returned in the after- ic and passionate performers, guests were
noon show, along with singer Liliya ecstatic to make their way to yet another
zabava spotlighting the talented
bands Hrim of the northeastern
U.S. and Klooch of Toronto.
With so much occurring the
first two days, it was a surprise
to see even more action and
throngs of guests remaining for
one final afternoon concert on
Sunday, featuring the young
Vohon dancers as well as Ms.
Ostapenko, Mr. Lankios, Ms.
Ty m o c h k o - D e k a j l o a n d
Bandurna Rozmova.
With two successful festivals
under its belt, Soyuzivka has
proved to be a dedicated and
engaging host. This wonderfully enriching and entertaining
weekend should be experienced
by all for many years to follow.
The 2008 program was packed
with many talented performers,
especially the Roma Pryma
Bohachevsky Ukrainian Dance
Workshop, a crowd favorite. As it
was the first workshop conducted
under the auspices of the newly
established Roma Pryma
Bohachevsky Dance Academy at
Soyuzivka, the dancers conveyed
even more of the passion, energy
and enthusiasm for which the
workshop is already known.
The Soyuzivka Heritage
Center is already planning its
third annual Ukrainian Cultural
Festival, which is tentatively
Russ Chelak
scheduled for July 16-19, 2009.
A close-up of workshop dancers.

Russ Chelak

Dancers fill the Veselka patio during the zabava.

Russ Chelak

Workshop dancers perform splits for the audience.
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Oksana Trytjak

Russ Chelak

Vitaliy Kozlovsky

Workshop dancers defy gravity.

Oksana Trytjak

Members of Ukraine’s diplomatic corps: (second from left) Yuiy Sergeyev, Ukraine’s
Ambassador to the United Nations; Oleh Shamshur, Ukraine’s Ambassador to the United
States; Mykola Kyrychenko, Consul General of Ukraine in New York; flanked by UNA
Treasurer Roma Lisovich, (far left) and UNA President Stefan Kaczaraj with his wife,
Sviatoslava.

Christine Syzonenko

Oleh Sozansky and Taras Lazurkevych of Bandurna Rozmova.

Christine Syzonenko

Maryna Skliarova
Christine Syzonenko

Vohon dancers demonstrate their grace.

Christine Syzonenko

Festival performers and organizers being recognized for their efforts.

Oksana Trytjak

UNA National Secretary Christine Kozak with UNA Treasurer Roma Lisovich.
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PHOTO REPORT: Soyuzivka’s Ukrainian Cultural Festival

Russ Chelak

Christine Syzonenko

The Dumka Choir of New York.

Dancers smile through it all.

Russ Chelak

UNA President Stefan Kaczaraj and Sasha Gutmacher (with microphone) award
the varenyky eating trophy to ...

Russ Chelak

A view of the audience from the festival stage during the evening performance.

Roma Hadzewycz
Russ Chelak

Masters of ceremonies Ihor Bachinsky and Ron Cahute.

Basil Tarasko (right), Little League baseball ambassador to Ukraine, helps raise
funds for youth teams in Ukraine at the vendor’s marketplace.

Oksana Trytjak

The Chopivsky-Benson family and friends enjoy the panoramic vistas and the
setting sun from the Veselka patio.

Russ Chelak

Throngs of people visit various information booths and stands near Veselka.
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of the joint staff. Everybody acts as a single team, and this gives us confidence in
successful fulfillment of the tasks set,”
said Sea Breeze-2008 Commander Viktor
Maksimov. (Ukrinform)
Tymoshenko bloc sets conditions

FOR SALE
FOR SALE - NORTH PORT, FL
3 bd, 2.5 bath, fireplace, granite countertops,
swimming pool. Built on 2 lots. One-half mile
to Ukrainian Churches and Cultural Center.
Please call Lubko at 941-270-2411.

MERCHANDISE

OPPORTUNITY

EARN EXTRA INCOME!
The Ukrainian Weekly is looking
for advertising sales agents.
For additional information contact
Maria Oscislawski, Advertising
Manager, The Ukrainian Weekly,
(973) 292-9800, ext 3040.

WANT IMPACT?
Run your advertisement here,
in The Ukrainian Weekly’s
CLASSIFIEDS section.

Run your advertisement here,
in The Ukrainian Weekly’s
CLASSIFIEDS section.

KYIV – The parliamentary faction of
the Yulia Tymoshenko Bloc (YTB) will
participate in an extraordinary session of
the Verkhovna Rada, if the president’s bill
of amendments to the national budget for
2008 is withdrawn from the Parliament,
said the first deputy head of the faction,
Andrii Kozhemiakin. “We are ready to
hold a special session. But we will not do
this, as some say, either for public relations or the next disputes and mutual accusations in the session hall. An extraordinary session of the Verkhovna Rada will
be held if the presidential bill of amendments to the national budget for 2008 is
withdrawn from the Parliament and if we
are confident that we will have the necessary number of votes from national deputies to pass the amendments,” he said on
July 17. Mr. Kozhemiakin added that the
YTB has practically completed the collection of signatures in support of calling a
special session of the Parliament. On July
11 the Verkhovna Rada failed to pass
amendments to the national budget for
2008 and decided to send the president’s
and the government’s bills of budget
amendments to its Budget Committee for
revision. On July 7 the Cabinet of
Ministers suggested increasing the revenue side of the 2008 budget by 25.442 billion to 240.802 billion hrv and its expenditure side by 24.036 billion to 256.408
billion hrv, and decreasing the budget’s
deficit by 147.717 million to 18.674 billion hrv. On July 10 Ukrainian President
Viktor Yushchenko proposed that the budget’s revenue side be increased by 27.73
billion to 243.08 billion hrv, and its expenditure side by 25.3 billion to 257.7 billion
hrv. (Ukrinform)
Ukraine’s delegation to Beijing Olympics
KYIV – The Ukrainian Family, Youth
and Sports Ministry on July 16 approved
the staff of the official Ukrainian delegation to the Olympic Games in Beijing,
China. Family, Youth and Sports Minister
Yurii Pavlenko announced at a briefing
that 254 athletes, 160 coaches and 26 official representatives of the headquarters
have been included in the delegation. Mr.
Pavlenko said that this delegation would
be Ukraine’s largest ever to participate in
the Olympics. He said that the number of
Ukrainian athletes who will participate in
the Games had exceeded forecasts by
experts, who had said their number would
be no more than 220. Mr. Pavlenko also
said that the current Ukrainian system of
training athletes for the Olympics has
become outdated. He reported that his
ministry’s collegium has approved a new
strategy for Olympic development through
the year 2010 and said that Ukraine would
have a modern system of training its
Olympic athletes by the end of this year.
(Ukrinform)
Vanco sues Ukraine
KYIV – Vanco-Prykerchenska Ltd., a
subsidiary of Houston-based Vanco
Energy, announced on July 17 that it has
begun arbitration proceedings against
Ukraine over its decision to revoke a
license to explore and extract oil and gas
in the Black Sea shelf. The case was filed
with the Arbitration Institute of
Stockholm, Sweden. The move comes
after the government of Prime Minister
Yulia Tymoshenko unilaterally pulled out
of the production-sharing deal with Vanco
and annulled its license this spring.

No. 30
President Viktor Yushchenko, who is taking Vanco’s side, ordered the decision
suspended. Ms. Tymoshenko, however,
has defied the president’s order.
(Bloomberg News)
Russia refuses to extradite Satsiuk
KYIV – The Russian Prosecutor
General’s Office refused to extradite the
former first deputy chief of the Security
Service of Ukraine (SBU), Volodymyr
Satsiuk, as requested by Ukraine’s law
enforcement authorities, reported the press
service of Ukraine’s Procurator General’s
Office. “In response to the appeal of the
Ukrainian party, the Russian PGO stated
that since Mr. Satsiuk is Russian
Federation citizen, in accordance with
Article 61 of the Russian Federation
Constitution and Article 57 of the
Convention on Legal Assistance and Legal
Relations in Civil, Family and Criminal
Matters, he cannot be extradited to
Ukrainian law enforcement authorities,”
the press service reported on July 16. The
Military Procurator’s Office of Ukraine’s
Central Region is in charge of a case in
which Mr. Satsiuk is accused of abuse of
his position and official forgery. In June
2005 criminal proceedings were instituted
against Mr. Satsiuk based on three articles
of the Criminal Code (abuse of position,
official forgery, document forgery). On
June 7, 2005, he was put on the international wanted list. However, on March 1,
2007, the Ukrainian National Central
Bureau of Interpol removed him from the
list, while in November 2007 the PGO
again put Mr. Satsiuk on the international
wanted list. On May 21 of this year a
criminal case was opened against him for
abuse of position. The former SBU official
also figures in the criminal case related to
the poisoning of Viktor Yushchenko while
he was a presidential candidate in 2004.
(Ukrinform)
Ukraine may strip Satsiuk of citizenship
KYIV – The Procurator General’s
Office is studying the question of depriving the former first deputy head of the
Security Service of Ukraine (SBU),
Volodymyr Satsiuk, of Ukrainian citizenship, Prosecutor General Oleksander
Medvedko said on July 18. “We will study
this issue and take an appropriate decision,” he said. The Russian General
Prosecutor’s Office has refused to extradite Mr. Satsiuk to Ukraine, saying that,
since he has Russian citizenship, “according to the current Russian law, his extradition to Ukrainian law enforcement agencies is impossible.” (Ukrinform)
PGO seeks to question Zhvania
KYIV – The Procurator General’s
Office (PGO) has summoned National
Deputy Davyd Zhvania for questioning
the criminal case of the poisoning of
President Viktor Yushchenko. “Since
David Zhvania has been actively giving
mass media interviews and making statements recently related to investigation into
the criminal case, while avoiding testimony in accordance with the procedure established by law, the PGO press-service is
authorized through the mass media to
invite him on July 23 at 10 a.m. to the
Main Department for Investigation into
Particularly Important Cases as a witness
under examination,” said an official statement from the PGO. The PGO statement
notes that Mr. Zhvania was twice present
at examinations, but they were not concluded. Mr. Zhvania has lately made several public statements doubting that Mr.
Yushchenko was poisoned with dioxin.
(Ukrinform)
Euro-2012 preparations coordinated
KYIV – Ukraine and Poland are coordinating all preparations for jointly hosting
(Continued on page 15)
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the finals of the Euro-2012 European
Football Championships, Prime Minister
Yulia Tymoshenko, who visited Poland on
July 14, told a Cabinet of Ministers meeting on July 16. “We discussed a number
of problems, starting with the joint coordination of actions to UEFA and ending
with certain working groups. All the work
has been coordinated,” she said. Ms.
Tymoshenko said that the countries had
already started cooperating and implementing joint projects, including the construction of the Lviv-Krakowiec highway
and new customs checkpoints. She said
that the first results of the joint work
would be summed up before Ukraine and
Poland’s report to UEFA in Kyiv on
September 15. (Ukrinform)
Polish envoy comments on Euro-2012
KYIV – Polish Ambassador to Ukraine
Jacek Kluczkowski on July 17 rebuffed
accusations by some analysts that Ukraine
and Poland are unprepared to hold the
Euro-2012 European Football
Championship. “This is untrue, because
intensive work is being conducted,” he
said during an Internet conference at the
Glavred analytical agency. He added that
Poland received a good assessment from
UEFA officials. Asked which problems
related to the Euro-2012 preparations in
Poland are most urgent, Mr. Kluczkowski
cited the situation surrounding the national stadium in Warsaw. “But everything is
going according to schedule there. I think
we will cope with this.” The ambassador
expressed confidence that “If we want to
hold this championship, we will overcome
all obstacles.” (Ukrinform)
Military history research center
KYIV – Ukrainian Defense Minister
Yurii Yekhanurov on July 17 backed the
idea of creating a research and development center for military history that will
conduct fundamental investigations aimed
at the further development of Ukraine and
the military and patriotic upbringing of its
citizens. Representatives of the Defense
Minister, the General Staff of the Armed
Forces and the National Academy of
Defense have come to the conclusion that
the establishment of such an institution
would meet international requirements.
Moreover, the center will conduct fundamental investigations in the history of the
Kyivan Rus’, the history of armaments
and military equipment, and the contemporary history of Ukraine’s military. The
center will also investigate the World War
II with the goal of breaking down stereotypes of the past. (Ukrinform)
NATO: Russia’s concern groundless
BRUSSELS – The North Atlantic
Treaty Organization does not share
Russia’s concerns that further NATO
enlargement and Ukraine’s and Georgia’s
accession to the alliance may threaten
Russia’s national security, NATO
Spokesman James Appathurai told an
Ukrinform correspondent in Brussels on
July 17. His comments came in reaction
to the new Russian foreign policy concept,
which officially states Russia’s negative
attitude toward NATO enlargement and,
in particular, Ukraine’s and Georgia’s
potential membership. Mr. Appathurai
noted that Russia has not yet informed
NATO of the new concept’s provisions,
but noted that it would probably do so in
two weeks, during a regular meeting of
the NATO-Russia Council. Mr. Appathurai
pointed out that NATO has seen several
successful rounds of enlargement since
1949, as the number of member-states
grew from 12 to 26 and may soon reach
29. None of these stages of enlargement
posed threats to Euro-Atlantic security, he
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added. “We are convinced that the
enlargement, first of all, encourages the
introduction of democratic reforms and
secures them; the process cannot threaten
anyone. The alliance’s enlargement
expresses the democratic will of the states
seeking to join. A third party cannot tell
them that they cannot express their democratic will,” Mr. Appathurai stressed.
(Ukrinform)
NBU introduces Kyivan Rus’ coin
KYIV – The National Bank of Ukraine
(NBU) has introduced a commemorative
coin marking the baptism of Kyivan Rus
with a face value of 100 hrv. The coin was
issued on the occasion of 1,020th anniversary of baptism of Kyivan Rus’. The coin
is made of .999 standard silver, its weight
is 1,000 grams, and its diameter is 10 cm.
It was released in an edition of 800.
(Ukrinform)
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Yushchenko believes...
(Continued from page 1)
Satsiuk, who shortly after the poisoning
fled to Russia and claimed Russian citizenship. Attempts to extradite Mr. Satsiuk
have thus far failed because Russian law
forbids extradition of its citizens to foreign countries.
Although Mr. Zhvania has appeared
twice before the Procurator General for
questioning in the investigation, he has
apparently failed to respond to 10 other
summonses to appear without offering
any excuse. During the latest series of
questioning on July 23, Mr. Zhvania
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stormed out after only 10 minutes with
officials, claiming that the interrogation
was a mockery and that he was repeating
the same testimony he had given in the
past.
“This is humiliation,” he said. “I don’t
want to take part in this show. There are
no suspects in this case, and there will be
no suspects. The case has no prospects in
court.”
A statement from the Presidential
Secretariat called Mr. Zhvania’s refusal
to testify a bold and impudent gesture,
violating the statutes of Ukrainian criminal legislative procedure, and said that he
“directly or indirectly helped the president to dinner with poison.”

Kharkiv region excavations
KYIV – Golden coins, silver decorations and military weapons of the eighth
to 10th centuries were found during excavations in the Kharkiv region. The head of
excavations, Viktor Aksionov, said on July
17 that such artifacts as golden coins are
not common in this region. “At those
times this coin was very valuable. They
could buy three horses for it. We are lucky
the coin is in good condition and we were
able to immediately estimate the year it
was coined.” The coin is 1,200 years old.
“Based on this date, we can determine the
age of (other) rarities,” Mr. Aksionov
added. Archeologists also uncovered a
battle hatchet and bludgeon, practically
intact jugs, beads, earrings and a silver
bell. The excavations are on the territory
of Netaylivskyi memorial, the so-called
Khazar graves. “The burial ground
belonged to the proto-Bulgarian tribes that
were a part of the Khazar Khaganate, Mr.
Aksionov said. (Ukrinform)

Zenon Zawada

Our Ukraine – People’s Self-Defense bloc National Deputy David Zhvania (seen
here in a file photo) was accused by President Viktor Yushchenko of being one of
the conspirators in his 2004 dioxin poisoning.

Festival of Slavic-Varangian culture
KYIV – The eighth international festival of historical fencing and SlavicVarangian culture, Korovel-2008, opened
in the Chernihiv region on July 17.
Traditionally participating in the festival
are members of military-historical clubs
and schools of martial arts from Ukraine,
Russia and Belarus, historians and students, and anyone interested in the culture
and traditions of ancient peoples. An
ancient Viking settlement existed at the
site of the festival, the Korovel tract, in
the ninth to 17th centuries. Festival events
include: master classes, seminars, fairs
and contests in dance, cuisine, crafts, traditions and ceremonies. Visitors can also
to attend performances of music, dance,
acrobatics and historical theater.
(Ukrinform)
UEFA lauds Lviv’s preparations
KYIV – The Union of European
Football Associations (UEFA) has once
again reviewed project implementation in
Ukrainian and Polish cities that will play
host to the Euro-2012 soccer championship. According to the UEFA’s latest data
reported on July 23, the level and prospects of Lviv’s hotel development are
estimated as among the best in Ukraine.
Lviv is the only Ukrainian city that is out
of the highest risk zone with respect to
hotel infrastructure. It is also the only
Ukrainian city whose airport will fully
comply with UEFA requirements after
implementation of all plans for its development. According to UEFA experts on
infrastructure issues, a highway connecting Krakow and Lviv will be the best legacy of Euro-2012 in the transport sphere.
In Ukraine, Euro-2012 matches will be
held in Kyiv, Lviv, Donetsk and
Dnipropetrovsk; Odesa and Kharkiv are
reserve cities. (Ukrinform)

German chancellor...
(Continued from page 1)
has been achieved, but there will be no
automatic mechanism concerning membership,” she said at the press conference.
“This question is not yet on the agenda.”
The issue of Ukraine’s role in NATO
remains a major topic, however, as questions surfaced about Russia’s intense protest against its neighbor’s membership in
the alliance.
During the last NATO summit in early
April, France and Germany were among
the EU countries that headed the successful effort to reject Ukraine’s immediate
membership, most likely over fears of
antagonizing Russia, one of Europe’s
major energy suppliers.
But Ms. Merkel seemed to have
changed her tune by stressing during her
visit that Ukraine’s future membership in
NATO will be decided exclusively
between Ukraine and the alliance, hinting
that she personally places less emphasis
on Russia’s stance than do other EU leaders.
“Countries that are not NATO members should not discuss Ukraine’s membership in the organization,” she said. “It
is a question only for Ukraine and
NATO.”
While discussing the topic of energy,
Ms. Merkel said she also supports
Ukraine’s shipment of Caspian oil from
Central Asia through its Odesa-Brody
pipeline in order to diversify Europe’s
energy supply and to lessen dependence
on Russian natural gas. The European
Union currently imports 40 percent of its
gas from Russia – about 80 percent of
which travels through Ukrainian pipelines.
Regarding German-Ukrainian rela-

tions, the chancellor said she was optimistic about future trade and business
prospects between the two countries.
Germany is Ukraine’s second-largest
trading partner, behind Russia.
According to Valerii Chalyi, director
of international programs at the
Razumkov Center, German businesses in
Ukraine have played a crucial role in
pulling the two countries closer together.
“To understand why Germany favors
Ukraine, you need to take a look at all the
German investment in Ukraine at the
moment,” he said. “German companies
have found great success in Ukrainian
markets, and businesses are really working.”
Germany’s heavy investment in
Ukraine creates a unique relationship
between the countries, especially as
Ukraine inches toward eventual European
Union membership.
As a key member of the EU, Germany
would have considerable weight in the
decision to one day admit Ukraine, but,
at the same time, it must accommodate
the opinions of current member-countries
like France, England and Spain. This,
according to Natalia Shapovalova, a
political analyst at the Center for Policy
Studies in Kyiv, creates a dichotomy in
which Germany must juggle bilateral
relations with Ukraine and those with EU
members.
“Basically, Germany is trying to maintain a balance,” said Ms. Shapovalova.
“That’s why we have these dual positions. Germany is not yet ready to take
on any further commitments, but at the
same time it’s very interested in close
political and economic relations.”
Ms. Merkel’s visit to Ukraine was the
first for a German leader since the Orange
Revolution in late 2004.
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USCAK-East tennis tournament played at Soyuzivka
by George Sawchak
KERHONKSON, N.Y. – The Ukrainian
Sports Federation of the United States and
Canada (USCAK) along with the
Carpathian Ski Club (known by its
Ukrainian acronym KLK) hosted the 52nd
USCAK-East tennis tournament on June
28-29 here at Soyuzivka.
The tournament, which included singles and doubles, attracted 36 players in
50 individual matches. Many of the
junior players who participated were
attending Soyuzivka’s tennis camp.
This year, seven out of the 10 titleholders from last year’s tournament
retained their titles in their respective
groups.
In the men’s group, 21-year-old
Mykola Stroinik defended his title
against Oleh Zaputowych, 6-0, 6-2.
Zaputowych won second place.
George Petrykevych defeated George
Hrabec 7-5, 2-6, 6-4 in the men’s senior
group. Petrykevych has won five
Ukrainian tennis tournaments in the past
two years. Hrabec won the second place
in the group, with a 6-0, 6-4 win over
Walter Dziwak.
The men’s doubles team of Don
Kopach and George Sawchak defeated
Petrykevych-Hrabec 6-3, 6-0 to repeat as
doubles champions. Petrykevych-Hrabec
defeated Greg Serba and Dziwak, with
the latter team winning third place.
Daniel Tylawsky retained his junior

Winners and participants in USCAK’s tennis tournament held at Soyuzivka with UNA President Stefan Kaczaraj (back
row, third from right) and UNA Treasurer Roma Lisovich (back row, second from right).

title with a defeat against his doubles
partner Adrian Burke, 6-4, 6-3, to win
the boys’ under-18 singles group. Matt
Liber won the feed-in group.
In the boys’ under-18 doubles final,
Burke-Tylawsky, the defending
champions, defeated Liber and
Petro Chudolij 6-1, 6-1.
Zachary Buniak and Roman
Krywulych defeated Matthew
Diachok and Marko Luchanko
to earn third place.
The girls’ under-18 singles
group had some of the best
matches of the tournament. In
a marathon match, defending
champion Ada Kowcz defeated
her doubles partner Alexandra
Foty 4-6, 6-1, 6-4. Larisa
Farion won third place with a
pro set defeat over Laryssa
Boyko, 8-7.
In girls’ under-18 doubles,
Foty-Kowcz retained their title
against Anissa Boyko and Marta
Cherpak, 6-3, 7-6. Farion and
Laryssa Boyko defeated
Alexandra Patrylak and Biata
Gerasymenko to win third place.
A new champion was
crowned in the boy’s under-14
group, as David Rusyniak’s
defeated Oliver Chernyk.
There was no third place winner, but Luchanko won the
Senior singles winner George Petrykevych (right) feed-in group.
In boys’ under-14 doubles,
with George Hrabec, finalist.

With their trophies (from left) are men’s doubles winners Don Kopach and
George Sawchak with finalists George Hrabec and George Perykevych.

Oliver Chernyk and Allen Romanenko
defeated Matthew Kohout and David
Rusyniak 7-6, 6-2. Yarema O’Connel and
Julian Berard won third place in the group.
Cherpak, the new girls’ under-14 singles champion, defeated Natalka
Hryhorowych 6-0, 6-0. Gerasymenko
defeated Patrylak in a pro set, 8-2, and
won third place.
At the closing ceremonies, Stefan
Kaczaraj, president of the Ukrainian
National Association, thanked everyone
for participating in the tournament. He

urged the athletes to support the UNA’s
fraternal activities and invited them to
frequent stays at Soyuzivka. Also present
at the ceremonies were UNA Treasurer
Roma Lisovich and Soyuzivka’s general
manager, Nestor Paslawsky.
Trophies, funded by KLK, were presented by tournament director George
Sawchak and Gorge Hrabec.
The next tennis tournament at
Soyuzivka will be the USCAK singles
championships held during Labor Day
weekend.
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Ukrainian pro soccer update
by Ihor Stelmach

Shevchenko, a.k.a. “Sheva,” simply a super striker
CONCLUSION
Chelsea
After countless rumors and years of
guessing, May 11, 2006, brought an
announcement of a huge decision: Andriy
Shevchenko publicly admitted he was aspiring to leave A.C. Milan, even after reiterating his commitment to the club many times.
He issued the following statement:
“It is useless hiding things – I was with
the president, we talked of many things and
also about the possibility that I could leave.
There hasn’t been a definitive decision. I
want to be clear, we are only talking. This
has nothing to do with my relationship with
Milan, there has always been a great deal of
affection, as with my teammates and coaches. The decision that I am considering
regards above all my family...”
Up to this day Shevchenko had never
admitted of any desire to leave Milan. It was
his admission he desired to follow Franco
Baresi and Paolo Maldini as Milan legends.
His announcement was greeted with deep
resentment and regret by his Milan fans,
who, over the course of seven seasons, grew
to admire and respect their Ukrainian superstar. It was quite the emotional scene on
May 14, 2006, when Shevchenko watched
the first half of the last Serie A match
between Milan and Roma with the team’s
fans in the stands. He was beseeched by
many to reconsider his imminent departure
– many tears were shed by the loyal Milan
supporters.

The Chelsea Football Club was often
rumored to be interested in acquiring
Andriy’s professional services. A quote
from Chelsea’s chief executive officer, Peter
Kenyon, widely publicized by soccer periodicals at the time, underlined his club’s
desire for a proven striker: “I think
Shevchenko is the type of player we would
like. At the end of the day to improve what
we have got, it has to be a great player and
Shevchenko certainly comes into that
class.”
The transaction became official on the
last day of May 2006 when he signed with
Chelsea. Media reports guessed the transfer
fee was in the range of 30 million British
pounds (approximately $58 million) or so,
making it the highest ever in British soccer,
one of the top six ever in the world. No official transfer fee amount was ever made public. Shevchenko’s Chelsea career started
after the 2006 World Cup.
After signing a four-year contract and
joining the storied Chelsea club, Andriy
Shevchenko had this to say: “I am here for
the challenge and the excitement of the
Premier League. I am going from one big
club to another and joining a team of champions. There is a right moment to join a
football club and I think I have arrived here
at the perfect time.”
One would not know where to start, what
to include or what to edit when faced with
the task of splicing together the 31-year-old
Shevchenko’s career highlight package. The
2006 FIFA World Cup, however, may just
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Toms River parish presents Ukrainian culture
by Father Ivan Turyk
TOMS RIVER, N.J. – Each year on the
first Saturday of June, this city hosts a festival that celebrates the founding of our community. Founders’ Day is a joint venture
between the township and the Toms River
Ocean County Chamber of Commerce.
The Township of Dover, now Toms
River, was founded in 1767, and Founders’
Day remains one of the most popular events
in the township. This year’s 35th annual
Toms River Founders Day celebration on
Saturday, June 7, brought together historical artisans, craftspersons, food vendors,
musicians, storytellers, animals and much
more, to celebrate the rich cultural heritage
of this special area of New Jersey. There
was something for everyone at the
Founders’ Day Festival.

Yalta European...
(Continued from page 3)
with her government’s inability to work
constructively with President Viktor
Yushchenko and the Presidential
Secretariat.
EU and NATO leaders have warned the
two fighting Orange leaders that their
inability to reach consensus will cost them
integration opportunities, particularly the
NATO Membership Action Plan (MAP),
which will be considered in December.
Despite the resistance France and
Germany demonstrated in April to extending a MAP to Ukraine membership, their
leaders are taking a lead role in Ukraine’s
EU integration efforts.

The theme of this year’s event was
“Clean and Green,” and vendors were
encouraged to decorate their booths with
that theme in mind.
St. Stephen Ukrainian Church of Toms
River once again participated in the festival, providing a wonderful opportunity for
Toms River residents to experience the
Ukrainian culture and cuisine.
The Ukrainians also had a chance to distribute many flyers about the upcoming
Ukrainian Festival held by their parish.
This much-anticipated event will be held
on Saturday, August 23, at noon to 7 p.m.
Over the past four years the parish has had
exceptionally successful flea markets with
various vendors. Parishioners will provide
delicious hot ethnic food and there will be a
Ukrainian band performing music for visitors’ dancing and listening pleasure.

During her July 21 visit to Kyiv,
German Chancellor Angela Merkel said
she will support Ukraine’s attempt to
become an EU associate member, although
full membership wasn’t on the agenda.
Meanwhile, Mr. Byers told the YES
summit attendees on July 11 that they can
expect French President Nicolas Sarkozy
to be Ukraine’s biggest advocate in
Europe.
“It’s clear we now have a new champion for Ukraine among the European political elite, and that is President Sarkozy,”
Mr. Byers said. “I think we should use that
special relationship, as President Sarkozy
himself described it, to make sure Ukraine
remains on the agenda of our political
leaders within Europe.”

trump the record-setting achievements in
the Ukrainian League, Champions League,
Serie A, Italian Cup, English League (with
Chelsea from 2006 on) and even any future
heroics.
2006 World Cup
The fact lowly Ukraine even managed to
qualify for entry into the World Cup was an
achievement of amazing heights. Ukraine
qualified from a Group 2 roster, which
included the reigning European champions
(Greece), the third place finishers at the previous World Cup (Turkey) and the consistently efficient national team from Denmark.
Ukraine opened everyone’s eyes when they
won six successive matches to finish atop
the group with 25 points. Included were two
tough triumphs at Greece and at Turkey. As
mentioned earlier, Shevchenko tallied six of
his country’s 18 total goals. This was the
first major international tournament for
Ukraine since the dissolution of the Soviet
Union in 1991.
Having qualified out of a most difficult
grouping, the road to the World Cup got
none the easier to navigate. Spain, Saudi
Arabia and Tunisia were Ukraine’s opponents in the Group H draw. Shevchenko
was nursing a knee ligament injury he suffered in an Italian match against Parma in
May, prior to the World Cup finals.
Cleared to play against Spain, Sheva
lined up as team captain in Leipzig,
Germany, – the first ever World Cup Finals
game for independent Ukraine. Alas, they
proved no match for the elite Spaniards, losing their first match 4-0.
The next two matches against Saudi
Arabia and Tunisia were a whole other
story. The team returned ready to play
beyond their potential, suffering through
some insufferable heat at the stadium in
Hamburg to whitewash Saudi Arabia with
their own 4-0 drubbing. Ukraine struck
quickly as Andriy Rusol scored four minutes in, then Serhiy Rebrov again at 36 minutes. Shevchenko scored Ukraine’s third
goal (first World Cup goal) on a header off a
Maksym Kalynychenko free-kick from the
left into the box moments into the second
half. In the 84th minute Shevchenko
returned the favor, driving into the box

while covered by three defenders, able to
square the ball to Kalynychenko who tapped
into an empty net.
On to Berlin for the third preliminary
round game against Tunisia. A win in Berlin
would give Ukraine 6 points and would
mean qualification from the group with a
chance to play further. In a tight defensive
struggle, the match turned when a Tunisian
player was ejected for a second rough play
just before half-time. Enjoying the man
advantage, it was simply a matter of time
before Ukraine capitalized in the second
half. In the 70th minute Shevchenko was
fouled when a defensive goof freed him to
get goal side in the box. After dusting himself off from the tumble, Sheva placed the
ball to the right side of the goal and banged
it into the net. Ukraine played on.
Second round action meant Switzerland
in Cologne, Germany, with both Ukraine
and Switzerland facing elimination. The
atmosphere was tense as the two squads felt
each other out, playing more defensively
than risking any forward attacks. Close calls
abounded, as Shevchenko hit the cross bar
on a diving header in the first half, only to
have the Swiss do likewise off a free kick
minutes later. Toward the end of regulation
time Sheva fired a shot that just missed the
post by a shocked Swiss goaltender. The
match was destined to be decided by penalty shots and Switzerland missed all four of
their attempts. Ukraine won 3-0.
The quarterfinal match-up had Ukraine
going up against Cup favorite (and eventual
champion) Italy in Hamburg, Germany.
Two goals by Luca Toni and one by
Zambrotta propelled the much stronger
Italian team to an easy win. Down 1-0,
Ukraine came close, but had two shots barely cleared off the goal line. At the conclusion of his final 2006 World Cup game
Shevchenko offered the following quote: “It
would’ve been difficult for us to draw (tie)
tonight, never mind win. We faced a very
good Italy team who deserved to win. They
exploited the opportunities created by their
star players. We played well, we attacked a
lot and did everything in our power. We
played with a lot of courage. To win you
need to give everything and be lucky. We
were unlucky this evening.”
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Medvedev's grand...
(Continued from page 2)
to keep silent about this conflict (www.
gazeta.ru, July 14).
The problem that was predictably singled out in the security context was the
planned deployment in Eastern Europe of
elements of a U.S. strategic defense system,
and Mr. Medvedev confirmed that “partners” had been warned that Russia would
“adequately respond” to this challenge
(RIA-Novosti, July 15). This warning was
accentuated by the removal from the
Foreign Policy Concept of the pledge to
continue reducing the strategic arsenal,
which marks a significant difference from
the previous document.
The concept points out the “inertia of the
political-psychological course on ‘deterring’ Russia,” and Mr. Medvedev mentioned with an air of condescension that the
Western partners were still undergoing the
process of “psychological adaptation to the
radically changed situation in our country.”
He was not economical with his selfpraise of Russia’s new strength and
expanded influence, but one peculiar
change in the language of the concept is
the disappearance of Russia’s traditional
characteristic as a “great power” (www.
gazeta.ru, July 15). This slight self-depreciation is accompanied not only by multiple references to the new complexity of
polycentric international relations but also
by a significant devaluation of the role of
the United States, which includes proposals for transforming the global financial
system, since the U.S. dollar can no longer
serve as a universal currency and assumptions that trans-Atlantic relations have
exhausted their potential.
Europe, on the contrary, has visibly
gained in the priorities of Russian policy,
and Mr. Medvedev reiterated his Berlin initiative on a new European security treaty
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that would enshrine the commitment to the
non-use of force. His trademark musing on
the primacy of international law boiled
down to a stark statement, that for the
European Union, Kosovo was nearly the
same as Iraq was for the United States
(Kommersant, July 16).
A theme that has received an entirely
disproportional amount of attention in the
Russian president’s address, as well as in
his several earlier speeches, and is also
reflected in the concept is the revision of
history, most specifically the nature and the
outcome of World War II (Vremya
Novostei, July 16). It is not clear what particular issues here have aroused such indignation from the new President or who are
the politicians responsible for the sin of
“playing with fire.” It is too clear, however,
that Russia still cannot sort out its own history and make a judgment on the heritage
of Stalinism.
Mr. Medvedev’s smooth words on
democracy and human rights remain in
conflict not only with such features of the
present-day system of power as structural
corruption and bureaucratic omnipotence,
but also with the strong political tradition of
authoritarianism that Mr. Putin has cultivated and continues to ride upon.
For that matter, the new concept ascribes
a stronger role to the government in implementing foreign policy, so Prime Minister
Putin is not going to let his chosen successor to play solo on this stage (Ezhednevny
Zhurnal, July 16). The highly uncertain pattern of power-sharing in the duumvirate
will inevitably cause more serious zigzags
in Russia’s foreign policy than the veto in
the U.N. Security Council on the Zimbabwe
resolution.
The article above is reprinted from
Eurasia Daily Monitor with permission
from its publisher, the Jamestown
Foundation, www.jamestown.org.
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Russia stronger...
(Continued from page 2)
president scolded Russian diplomats for
being too soft in defending Russia’s national
interests. Mr. Medvedev demanded that
Russian ambassadors react more actively
and aggressively to any criticism of Russia.
Russian embassies in CIS nations had to act
to block the spread of U.S. influence.
Russian envoy to NATO Dmitry Rogozin is
sure that personnel changes in the Foreign
Ministry will follow this criticism. To
sweeten the pill, Mr. Medvedev promised to
hike diplomats’ pay (Kommersant, June
16).
The Foreign Policy Concept states that,
in accordance with the Russian Constitution,
the president is in charge of foreign policy
and represents Russia as head of state. There
is, however, an important addition, compared with the 2000 version: “The government accomplishes measures to realize foreign policy” (www.kremlin.ru). This may
reflect the present situation in which real
power is in the hands of Mr. Putin, the prime
minister, while Mr. Medvedev is more of a
figurehead.
During the recent G-8 summit in
Hokkaido, Japan, Mr. Medvedev apparently
agreed not to block a U.S. and Britishbacked resolution in the United Nations
Security Council introducing sanctions on
Zimbabwe’s leaders involved in the flawed
election of President Robert Mugabe; but
Russia and China used their veto over the
weekend at the U.N.
U.S. Ambassador to the U.N. Zalmay
Khalilzad said that the veto marked a
“U-turn in the Russian position” and “raises
questions about its reliability as a G-8 partner.” Russian diplomats replied that Mr.
Medvedev never promised to support U.N.
sanctions and that a U.N. resolution condemning rigged elections was in violation
of the internal affairs of a sovereign nation.
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It was reported that Moscow was afraid that
such a resolution could “create a precedent
for the legalization of ‘colored revolutions’
by the UN” (Kommersant, June 14).
The Kremlin has interpreted the prodemocracy revolutions in Georgia in 2003
and Ukraine in 2004 as anti-Russian,
Western-led conspiracies. These “colored
revolutions” frightened Russia’s corrupt ruling bureaucracy, headed by Mr. Putin. As a
result, Mr. Putin increasingly began to use
Cold War rhetoric, but at the same time
mixing it with demands that the West recognize Russia as an equal democratic market
nation, allow Moscow a veto on any military deployment in “Eastern Europe” and
recognize Russia’s dominance in the
Commonwealth of Independent States.
Russian foreign policy objectives are
hopelessly confused, and the new concept
does not do much to straighten them out.
On top of that, the Zimbabwe veto debacle
at the United Nations seriously puts Mr.
Medvedev’s political standing in doubt.
Moscow does not have much real interest in
supporting Mr. Mugabe but seems to have
used its veto to express its annoyance with
the West over Georgia/Abkhazia and missile defense systems (Interfax, July 14).
But was it Mr. Putin’s or Mr. Medvedev’s
annoyance? Did Mr. Medvedev agree to
compromise on Zimbabwe sanctions at the
Group of Eight only to be later overruled by
Mr. Putin? If Mr. Medvedev is not a decision-maker, but only Mr. Putin’s representative, should Western leaders ignore the
Kremlin and organize summits with Mr.
Putin?
Without a clear-cut tsar in the Kremlin,
the difficulty of dealing with Moscow is
almost insurmountable.
The article above is reprinted from
Eurasia Daily Monitor with permission
from its publisher, the Jamestown
Foundation, www.jamestown.org.
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NOTES ON PEOPLE
Doctor receives
teaching award

Plays in volleyball
national championship

OTTAWA – Dr. Markian Shulakewych,
a radiologist at the Ottawa University
Hospital, has received a prestigious teaching award, for 2008.
The University of Ottawa Faculty of
Medicine, Postgraduate Medical EducationDiagnostic Radiology, honored Dr.
Shulakewych for his “outstanding contribution to teaching” with the Undergraduate
Teaching Award for Excellence in Teaching
in 2007-2008.
In addition to his University of
Ottawa Civic Hospital clinical and teaching
duties, Dr. Shulakewych has traveled extensively to Ukraine in the past years, lecturing
in Ukrainian on various diagnostic imaging
topics at medical conferences in Kyiv, Lviv,
Poltava, Odesa, Alushta and Sudak.
His work has also been presented in
Austin, Texas, at the National American
Dermatology Association Conference. Most
recently, in June, he presented a paper in
Barcelona, Spain, at the Global
Embolization Symposium.
Dr. Shulakewych is a member of Plast
Ukrainian Scouting Organization, an execu-

L O U I S V I L L E , K y. – Ta t i a n a
Mirutenko of Hawthorn Woods, Ill., is a
defensive specialist for the Chicago-area
Sports Performance Volleyball (SPVB)
Club Mizuno 17 team that captured a
Junior Volleyball Directors Association
(JVDA) National Championship Title
last month in Louisville, Ky.
Nearly 5,000 young players from 20
states, Puerto Rico and Japan descended
on the Kentucky Exposition Center for
this championship held on June 27-30.
The Mizuno team headed into the
JVDA on a mission to reach its top goal
of the 2008 season – winning the gold in
the 17 open division of the national
championship.
According to the SPVB coach
Christine Federico, in the title match it
was defensive specialist Ms. Mirutenko
who came up huge for SPVB. “She
made a big difference, got us a couple of
points and dug some crucial balls for us,”
said Ms. Federico.
The Mizuno 17 team won gold in four
matches (22-25, 25-23, 25-22, 25-23).
Ms. Mirutenko is a three-year varsity
starter for Lake Forest Academy, where
she is an all-around player, digging, setting, serving, spiking and blocking.

Dr. Markian Shulakewych
tive board member of the Ukrainian
Professional and Business Club in Ottawa,
as well as a member of the Ukrainian
Medical Association of North America and
Friends of Radiology in Ukraine. He once
was one of the best beach volleyball players
in Canada. He and his brother Zdan, a dentist, won the right to represent Canada in the
North American Volleyball Championships
in Mexico a few years ago.

CONCERT NOTES:
Violinist Ivakhiv in New Haven Named anchor
by Bohdan Markiw
NEW HAVEN, Conn. –
Ukrainian-born violinist Solomiya
Ivakhiv and Canadian violist
Sharon Wei participated in the
spring concert with the Civic
Orchestra of New Haven this past
May.
Both artists graduated from the
prestigious Curtis Institute of
Music in Philadelphia and have
ample experience as solo, chamber and orchestra players, as well
as numerous collaborations with
well-known conductors and composers.
M o z a r t ’s “ S i n f o n i a
Concertante” for violin, viola and
orchestra was the featured piece
this evening. Written in 1779, this
work epitomizes Mozart’s
resources of a new musical
vogue, including devices which
he acquired during his last journey to Mannheim and Paris.
“Sinfonia Concertante” is a serious work
with broad style and a richness of feeling.
The orchestra’s role is not restricted to
mere support, but as a highly articulate participant within the dialogue of theme and
development. The work’s inner content has
broken away from the diverting gallantries
of “entertainment” music with a deepness
and gravity that replaces the light chatter
and rippling laughter of earlier serenades.
Conductor Christopher Hisey provided
the idea for Ms. Ivakhiv to assume the concertmaster responsibility along with her
solo role. In playing orchestral tutti, Ms.
Ivakhiv ensured a classical lilt and style
proper to Mozart’s music.
It was a real pleasure to listen to these
two accomplished artists, Ms. Ivakhiv and
Ms. Wei, producing dark-colored sound to
bring up the serious smolder in beautifully
synchronized duets and dialogues. The
highlight came during the demanding
cadenzas which Mozart wrote for the viola
with himself in mind as soloist.

of weekend news
ROCK ISLAND, Ill. – Andrea
Stankevych, of McHenry, Ill., became the
weekend anchor and reporter for CBS4
News Team at WHBF-TV in Rock Island,
Ill., in December of 2007.
Ms. Stankevych has also worked at
WEIU-TV in Charleston, Ill., and
WAOW/WYOW in Eagle River and
Wausau, Wis. During her time working in
telecommunications, she has worked in

Tatiana Mirutenko (left) with Mizuno
17 coach Christine Federico after the
team won the JVDA National Title.
In 2008 Lake Forest Academy won the
ISL All Conference, finishing with a 14-0
record.
Ms. Mirutenko has played club volleyball for eight years. She is also a
member of the Chicago branch of Plast
Ukrainian Scouting Organization.
many different areas of the industry.
“I feel the people are truly the main
part of a news story,” Ms. Stankevych
stated on the Rock Island station’s webpage. She also cites learning and meeting
new people as her favorite aspects of
working in broadcast journalism.
Ms. Stnakevych holds a Bachelor of
Fine Arts degree in communications studies with a concentration in broadcast
news from Eastern Illinois University.
Her hobbies include spending time with
family and friends, working out and
spending time outdoors. She hails from
McHenry, Ill., a suburb of Chicago.

“Notes on People” is a feature geared toward reporting on the achievements of members of
the Ukrainian National Association and the Ukrainian community. All submissions should
be concise due to space limitations and must include the person’s UNA branch number (if
applicable). Items will be published as soon as possible after their receipt.

Violinist Solomiya Ivakhiv
The slow second movement, marked
Andante, was executed with poetic musicality that might suggest a sad reminiscence of the death of the composer’s mother a year earlier in Paris. The last movement, although somber, is uplifting with its
strong rhythm suggesting new challenges
which life might bring.
This concert was a tribute to former conductor Gordon Emerson and charter member of the Civic Orchestra Maurice Levy, a
most faithful violinist. Both men’s lives
touched many and were an inspiration to
those in this orchestra.
With this in mind, Mr. Hisey appropriately chose the following musical works:
“Fanfare for a Common Man” by Aaron
Copland, and excerpts from “Enigma
Variations” by Edward Elgar dedicated to
the memory of Gordon Emerson while the
“Adagio for Strings” by Samuel Barber in
memory of Maurice Levy. The program’s
finale consisted of Tchaikovsky’s
“Symphony No. 5.”
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The Ukrainian Sports Association of USA and Canada (USCAK)
will hold

the annual Labor Day weekend

SWIMMING COMPETITION
at Soyuzivka
SATURDAY, AUGUST 30, 2008

Swim meet
Saturday, August 30, 2008, 10:00 a.m.
for team and for individual championships of USCAK
and Ukrainian National Association trophies and medals
Warm-up at 9 a.m.

TABLE of EVENTS
INDIVIDUAL

Boys/Men

100m
100m
125m
125m
150m
150m
150m
150m
150m
150m
125m
125m
150m
150m
125m
125m
100m
100m
125m
125m
150m
150m

11 .......... 13/14
13 .... 15 & over
15 .. 10 & under
17 .......... 11/12
19 .......... 13/14
11 .... 15 & over
13 .. 10 & under
15 .......... 11/12
17 .......... 13/14
19 .... 15 & over
21 .. 10 & under
23 .......... 11/12
25 .......... 13/14
27 .... 15 & over
29 .. 10 & under
31 .......... 11/12
33 .......... 13/14
35 .... 15 & over
37 .. 10 & under
39 .......... 11/12
41 .......... 13/14
43 ... 15 & over

im
im
free
free
free
free
free
free
back
back
back
back
breast
breast
breast
breast
free
free
fly
fly
fly
fly

Girls/Women
13/14 .......... 12
15 & over .... 14
10 & under .. 16
11/12 .......... 18
13/14 .......... 10
15 & over .... 12
10 & under .. 14
11/12 .......... 16
13/14 .......... 18
15 & over .... 20
10 & under .. 22
11/12 .......... 24
13/14 .......... 26
15 & over .... 28
10 & under .. 30
11/12 .......... 32
13/14 .......... 34
15 & over .... 36
10 & under .. 38
11/12 .......... 40
13/14 .......... 42
15 & over .... 44
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Ukrainian flag flies in North Wildwood;
Independence Day ceremony planned
by Eugene Serba
N O RT H W I L D W O O D , N . J . –
Celebrations of U.S. Independence Day
are held in a great many venues, with
fireworks and parades being the norm.
North Wildwood, N.J. has its own share
of revelry. Short speeches and a parade
are held at the Island of Flags exhibit.
This past spring the City of North
Wildwood agreed to fly the flag of
Ukraine permanently on its Island of
Flags location on Central Avenue
between Ninth and 10th streets. The other
countries represented are: the United
States, Australia, Canada, Finland,
Greece, Ireland, Israel, Italy, Norway,
Poland, Scotland and Sweden, as well as
the United Nations flag.
The addition of the Ukrainian flag was
a result of a request from this writer, a
homeowner and resident of North
Eugene Serba is an advisor of the
Ukrainian National Association.

Wildwood, who petitioned the mayor and
City Council. The flags on display are
those of the countries represented by residents and visitors to North Wildwood
dating back 100 years. This is a way for
Ukraine and the Ukrainian flag to be recognized not just by Ukrainians, but other
nationalities as well.
I was honored when after many presentations, North Wildwood agreed to fly
the Ukrainian flag.
To mark Ukraine’s Independence Day,
a brief ceremony will be held in North
Wildwood on Saturday, August 23, at
10:30 a.m. to dedicate the Ukrainian flag.
Since this coincides with “Ukie Week” in
the Wildwoods, it would be a nice show
of unity if Ukrainian Americans came out
in large numbers to show our support for
the Ukrainian flag flying permanently.
If you will be in the Wildwoods on
that day, please plan now on going to a
brief ceremony dedicating the Ukrainian
flag at the Island of Flags.

RELAYS
45
47
49
51

.. 10 & under
.......... 11/12
.......... 13/14
.... 15 & over

4
4
4
4

x
x
x
x

25m
25m
50m
50m

free
free
free
medley

10 & under .. 46
11/12 .......... 48
13/14 .......... 50
15 & over .... 52

Swimmers can compete in three (3) individual and one (1) relay events. Relay teams will be
established by team coaches or representatives.
Entry deadline: Entry forms, provided below, must be submitted by August 20, 2008, to Marika
Bokalo, Swim Meet director. THERE WILL BE NO REGISTRATION AT POOLSIDE. Registration
fee is $10.00 per swimmer.

A view of the Ukrainian flag (second from left) now flying on the Island of Flags
in North Wildwood, N.J.

Toronto’s Ukrainian Festival back
on Bloor Street on September 12-14

Name: (English)
Name: (Ukrainian)
Address
4. Date of birth
City

Zip

Telephone

Age

Male

Female

Club/Youth Association
Event ________________________________________ Entry time _______________________________________
Event ________________________________________ Entry time _______________________________________
Event ________________________________________ Entry time ______________________________________

Please send this entry form with $10 entry fee by August 20, 2008.
(checks made out to “Ukrainian Sports Federation”) to:
Marika Bokalo
641 Evergreen Pkwy.
Union, NJ 07083
(908) 851-0617
email: trypillian@trypillian.com

TORONTO – In its 12th year, the
Toronto Ukrainian Festival continues to be
one of the most anticipated events of the
season, and this year it returns to the Bloor
West Village on Friday, September 12,
through Sunday, September 14.
Visitors will be able to discover
Ukrainian culture and share the Ukrainian
spirit at North America’s largest Ukrainian
street festival. This is an opportunity to
experience Ukrainian culture at its best.
Visitors will find vendors’ delicious,
authentic Ukrainian food and beverages,
beautiful souvenirs, information booths and
more. This year they can also enjoy shopping at the Sidewalk Sale being held by the
local Bloor West Village businesses.
There are activities for kids, including
face painting and a full-scale midway. A
colorful parade begins at 11a.m. on
Saturday morning featuring Festival Parade

Marshall Randy Bachman of Bachman
Turner Overdrive, a rock ’n’ roll legend. A
new attraction this year is the Art Show and
Sale.
As always there will be non-stop entertainment with performers from the Bloor
West Village, the Greater Toronto Area,
Canada, the U.S.A. and Ukraine, which
will include Ukrainian dancers, vocalists,
musicians, karate demos and even some
belly dancers. Youth segments will take
place on the grand stage at Jane Street. An
evening “zabava” (dance) will be held on
both Friday and Saturday.
Festival hours are: Friday, September 12
– 6 p.m.-1 a.m.; Saturday, September 13
– 9 a.m.-1 a.m.; Sunday, September14 –
noon – 7 p.m.
For more information log on to www.
ukrainianfestival.com or call 416-410-9965
and leave a message.

To subscribe to The Ukrainian Weekly: call 973-292-9800 x 3042.
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OUT AND ABOUT
Through October 25
Stanford, CA

August 2-4
Edmonton

August 2, 3, 9
Jewett, NY

Exhibit, “To Choose Freedom: Soviet Dissidents
and Their Supporters,” Stanford University,
650-723-3563
Edmonton Heritage Festival, featuring the
Ukrainian Pavilion, Ukrainian Brotherhood of
Canada, Hawrelak Park, 780-474-5386
Halyna Stefanova performs mono-dramas, Music
and Art Center of Greene County, 212-674-6569
or 518-989-6479

August 3
San Francisco

Film screening, “Spell Your Name” by Sergey
Bukovsky, San Francisco Jewish Film Festival,
Osher Marin Jewish Community Center,
415-292-1233, www.sfjff.org

August 4
Cambridge, MA

Lecture by David Marples, “Current Perceptions of
the OUN and UPA in Ukraine: The Dilemmas of
History and Memory,” Harvard University,
617-495-4053

August 4-8
Jewett, NY

Workshop on Ukrainian embroidery, with Lubow
Wolynetz, Music and Art Center of Greene County,
212-674-6569 or 518-989-6479

August 4-8
Jewett, NY

Workshop on bead-stringing (gerdany), with
Anastasia Berezovsky, Music and Art Center of
Greene County, 212-674-6569 or 518-989-6479

August 4-8
Jewett, NY

Workshop on Ukrainian ritual breads, with Larysa
Zielyk and Slava Stasiuk, Music and Art Center of
Greene County, 212-674-6569 or 518-989-6479

August 5

Film screening, “Spell Your Name” by Sergey

San Francisco

Bukovsky, San Francisco Jewish Film Festival,
CineArts, 650-493-3456 www.sfjff.org

August 8
Jewett, NY

Children’s recital, directed by Anna Bachynsky,
Music and Art Center of Greene County,
212-674-6569 or 518-989-6479

August 13-17
Emlenton, PA

Ukrainian sacred music course, Ukrainian Banduist
Chorus, All Saints Camp, 734-658-6452 or
440-582-1051

August 14-17
Rochester, NY

Ukrainian Festival, St. Josaphat’s Ukrainian
Catholic Church, 585-266-2255

August 16
Jewett, NY

Recital by bass-baritone Taras Kulish, accompanied
by Volodymyr Vynnytsky, Music and Art Center of
Greene County, 212-674-6569 or 518-989-6479

August 18
East Meadow, NY

Ukrainian American Night, Eisenhower Park,
516-503-1569

Entries in “Out and About” are listed free of charge. Priority is given to
events advertised in The Ukrainian Weekly. However, we also welcome
submissions from all our readers. Items will be published at the discretion of the editors and as space allows; photos will be considered. Please
note: items will be printed a maximum of two times each. Please send
e-mail to mdubas@ukrweekly.com.

Got a group? Need The Weekly?
Call our subscription department to find out how you may qualify
for a group discount on your Weekly subscriptions.
(973) 292-9800 ext. 3042
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PREVIEW OF EVENTS

Soyuzivka’s Datebook
July 20 - August 2 – Roma Pryma
Bohachevsky Dance Camp 1;
recital Saturday, August 2
July 27 - August 2 – Sitch Sports
Camp session 2
July 27 - 31 – Adoptive Ukrainian
Children and Parents Heritage
Camp session co-sponsored by
Ukrainian Embassy

August 9 – Zabava with Tempo
August 9 – Crowning of Miss
Soyuzivka 2009 at midnight
August 9 -16 – Club Suzie-Q Week –
25th Anniversary
August 15 – Pete & Vlod at the Tiki
Bar

August 1 – Pete & Vlod at the Tiki
Bar

August 16 – Roma Pryma
Bohachevsky Dance Camp 2
recital – 2 p.m.

August 2 – Exhibit: Kozak family –
paintings

August 9 – Zabava with Fata
Morgana

August 2 – Roma Pryma
Bohachevsky Dance Camp 1 recital
– 2 p.m.

August 17 - 23 – Joseph’s School of
Dance (Ballroom Dance Camp)
August 23 – Ballroom Dance recital

August 2 – Zabava with Svitanok
August 3 - 16 – Roma Pryma
Bohachevsky Dance Camp session 2

August 25 - September 1 – Labor
Day Week

August 9 – Exhibit: Rem
Bahautdyn – paintings

Sunday, August 17
SILVER SPRING, Md.: The Shevchenko
Scientific Society, Washington, D.C. Branch,
and Holy Trinity Particular Ukrainian
Catholic Church will sponsor a presentation
of Bohdan I. Lonchyna’s Ukrainian translation of Dante Alighieri’s “Inferno” (Lviv,
2007). Irena Dybko-Fylypchak will discuss
the translation; Oksana Makovets and George
Sajewych will read excerpts. Copies of the
book will be available for purchase. The
event takes place at 1:30 p.m. at Holy Trinity
Particular Ukrainian Catholic Church, 16631
New Hampshire Ave. Admission is free; contributions accepted. For further information
call 301-230-2149.
Saturday, August 24
HORSHAM, Pa.: The Ukrainian American
Sport Center Tryzub, will host the 17th annual Ukrainian Independence Day Folk Festival
at Tryzubivka, County Line and Lower State
roads. Doors open at noon. The festival show
beings at 1:30 p.m. Headliners are: The
Syzokryli Ukrainian Folk Dance Ensemble
(New York City), Voloshky Ukrainian Dance
Ensemble (Philadelphia), Luna Band (New
Jersey) and Svitanya Eastern European
Women’s Vocal Ensemble (Philadelphia). A

dance (zabava) to the music of Luna will follow the stage show at 4:30 p.m. Ukrainian
foods and baked goods, picnic fare and cool
refreshments will be plentiful. Vendors are
welcome. An arts and crafts bazaar and a
children’s fun area will be open all day.
Admission: $15; children under age 13, free;
free parking. Proceeds benefit youth soccer
and cultural and community programs. For
further information call 215-343-5412 or log
on to www.tryzub.com.
ONGOING
STANFORD, Calif.: “To Choose Freedom:
Soviet Dissidents and Their Supporters,”
exhibition of documents, photographs, posters, books, and audiovisual materials from
the collections of the Hoover Institution
Library and Archive, illustrates the various
aspects of the struggle for human rights in the
Soviet Union from the 1960s onward. The
exhibit, which opened on April 15, is open to
the public through October 25 in the Herbert
Hoover Memorial Exhibit Pavilion, next to
Hoover Tower. Admission is free. Pavilion
hours are Tuesday through Saturday, 11 a.m.
to 4 p.m. For further information, contact
650-723-3563 or log on to http://www.
hoover.org/hila/exhibits/17264409.html.

PREVIEW OF EVENTS GUIDELINES:
Preview of Events is a listing of Ukrainian community events open to the public.
It is a service provided at minimal cost ($20 per submission) by The Ukrainian
Weekly to the Ukrainian community.
To have an event listed in Preview of Events please send information, in English,
written in Preview format, i.e., in a brief paragraph that includes the date, place,
type of event, sponsor, admission, full names of persons and/or organizations
involved, and a phone number to be published for readers who may require additional information. Items should be no more than 100 words long.
Information should be sent to: Preview of Events, The Ukrainian Weekly, 2200
Route 10, P.O. Box 280, Parsippany, NJ 07054; fax, 973-644-9510; e-mail, preview@
ukrweekly.com.

To book a room or event call: (845) 626-5641, ext. 140
216 Foordmore Road P.O. Box 529
Kerhonkson, NY 12446
E-mail: Soyuzivka@aol.com
Website: www.Soyuzivka.com

Being Ukrainian means:
❏ Malanka in January.
❏ Deb in February.
❏ Sviato Vesny or Zlet in May.
❏ Soyuzivka’s Ukrainian Cultural Festival in July.
❏ “Uke Week” at Wildwood in August.
❏ Back to Ukrainian school in September.
❏ Morskyi Bal in New Jersey in November.
❏ Koliada in December.
❏ A subscription to The Ukrainian Weekly.

