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Patriarch Bartholomew I of Constantinople makes historic visit to Ukraine
by Zenon Zawada
Special to The Ukrainian Weekly

KYIV – In the first visit to Ukraine of the Ecumenical
Patriarch since the hetmanate of Bohdan Khmelnytsky,
Bartholomew I of Constantinople led tens of thousands
of Ukrainians in commemorating the 1020-year anniversary of Christianity in Kyiv-Rus on July 25 to 27.
The visit of Bartholomew I, the world leader of more
than 225 million Eastern Orthodox Christians, marked a
milestone in Ukrainian President Viktor Yushchenko’s
attempts to create a single Ukrainian Orthodox Church
with a Kyiv patriarchate.
Although Bartholomew I didn’t extend support for a
canonical Kyiv patriarchate during his visit, he said he
supports creating a single Ukrainian church by canonical
means.
“We have arrived to pray together with you to unite
all Orthodox citizens of Ukraine into a single Church, a
Church of your people, a Church of your state,”
Bartholomew I declared upon his July 25 arrival to
Boryspil International Airport.
Despite calls for unity, Bartholomew I’s visit heightened tensions among Ukraine’s Orthodox Christians,
who are divided between the Ukrainian Orthodox Church
— Moscow Patriarchate, the Ukrainian Orthodox Church
– Kyiv Patriarchate, and several other churches claiming
to be the Ukrainian Orthodox Autocephalous Church.
Directly challenging the authority of the Moscow
Patriarchate, which claims canonical jurisdiction over
Ukraine since 1686, Bartholomew I indicated in his
Boryspil speech that Kyiv and Ukraine were the canonical territory of the Constantinople Patriarchate.
“We bless you from our hearts, from ourselves and in

the name of the Constantinople
Church, the Church which became
your mother ten centuries ago and
remains until today and always your
mother,” Bartholomew I said. “The
mother takes care of you, loves you,
exults in your joy and grieves with
your sorrow.”
Critics of Patriarch Bartholomew
I, mostly members of the Russian
Orthodox Church, have accused him
of causing ethnic and religious
divides in post-Soviet states.
In Estonia for example,
Bartholomew I established the
Estonian Apostolic Orthodox Church
under the Constantinople Patriarchate
in 1996, infuriating the Moscow
Patriarchate which still claims
Estonia as its canonical territory.
The Constantinople Church led
by Bartholomew I consists of only
about 3,000 worshippers, and his
critics allege he is meddling in the
Presidential Secretariat Website
former Soviet Union in order to
Ukrainian President Viktor Yushchenko greets Constantinople
expand Constantinople’s authority
Patriarch Bartholomew I upon his July 25 arrival at Boryspil
and create a formidable rival against
International Airport outside of Kyiv.
Moscow within the Eastern
Orthodox Church.
Not to be outdone by his chief rival, Russian Orthodox
“He is a well-versed politician, an experienced diplo- Church Patriarch Aleksey II came to Kyiv the day folmat and a Greek, making something from nothing!,” said lowing Bartholomew I’s arrival, and the two Orthodox
Archbishop Ionafan of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church— leaders jointly led the July 27 morning Divine Liturgy on
Moscow Patriarchate. “Our president has revealed to us Volodmyrskyi Hill at the statue of Volodymyr the Great
his entire infantilism – a child’s mind in church issues!”

(Continued on page 19)

30 dead in western Ukraine after severe flooding ravages six oblasts
by Danylo Peleschuk
Kyiv Press Bureau

Mykhailo Markiv

Ukrainian President Viktor Yushchenko meets
with Ivano-Frankivsk villagers on July 27 who
fell victim to last weekend’s vicious floods in
Western Ukraine.

At least 30 people, including six children, were left dead
after a disastrous wave of flash flooding hit western Ukraine
on July 23-26 in what First Deputy Prime Minister Oleksandr
Turchynov claimed was the worst flooding disaster Ukraine
had seen in 100 years.
The heavy downpour and subsequent flooding ravaged six
oblasts – Ivano-Frankivsk, Lviv, Zakarpattya, Chernivtsi,
Ternopil and Vinnytsia – destroying more than 40,000 buildings and homes, damaging at least 360 roads and nearly 900
bridges, submerging more than 34,000 hectares of farmland,
and forcing the evacuation of up to 20,000 people, according
to the Ministry of Emergency Situations and various news
reports.
The hardest hit oblasts were Ivano-Frankivsk and
Chernivtsi, where the Dniester and Prut Rivers, respectively,
spilled well over their banks and flooded nearby villages, up to
100 of which lost all electricity. Ivano-Frankivsk suffered 19
deaths and Chernivtsi suffered nine, while two people died in
Lviv.
Flood levels in lowland areas around the major rivers
reportedly rose as high as 10 feet, fully submerging houses,
washing away roads and virtually eroding fields of formerly
fertile soil. Chornohuzy, a village in the Chernivtsi Oblast, was
destroyed completely due to subsequent landslides that wiped
away 22 houses and threatened to destroy about 80 more, forcing oblast governor Volodymyr Kulish to resettle the village’s
entire population into other regions.
Government damage estimates exceeded $300 million, but
the much-debated 2008 budget originally allotted only about

$40 million in its reserve fund for emergency disaster spending. During his visit to the Halytskyi region in Ivano-Frankivsk
Oblast on July 27, Ukrainian President Viktor Yushchenko
declared the region a national disaster area for the next three
months in an attempt to summon government spending beyond
the means of the budget in order clean up the affected areas.
Wading through knee-deep waters on what used to be village roadways, Mr. Yushchenko urged the local population to
maintain solidarity, and promised to grant the necessary government assistance to rebuild the devastated areas.
“We have to be together now to help one another,” he said.
“You will not be alone in this situation; we will overcome
these problems together.”
Mr. Yushchenko promised that the Ministry of Defense and
the Ministry of Emergency Situations would work closely with
state road and water management services to rebuild the damaged roadways and bridges. He also said he would create a
special government commission that would register all those
affected by the disaster, and would determine the total cost of
damages. The government also dispatched more than 3,000
police and emergency officials to help rebuild dams, roads and
makeshift bridges.
The Verkhovna Rada passed the Cabinet of Ministers’ proposal on July 31 for amendments to the 2008 budget, which
called for adding a little over $300 million to the budget’s
reserve fund. Under these new stipulations, both the IvanoFrankivsk and Chernivtsi oblasts would receive $100 million
in special government funding. Additionally, the Lviv and
Ternopil oblasts would receive $12 million, while Zakarpattia
and Vinnytsia would obtain $8 million. The Parliament also
(Continued on page 17)
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President, PM lock horns over pipeline
by Pavel Korduban
Eurasia Daily Monitor

Ukrainian Prime Minister Yulia
Tymoshenko has refused to approve
using the Odesa to Brody pipeline for
pumping Caspian oil to the Pryvat
Group’s refineries. The pipeline, OdesaBrody, is currently used by Russian oil
companies in the reverse direction,
B r o d y - O d e s a . P r e s i d e n t Vi k t o r
Yushchenko’s team is accusing Ms.
Tymoshenko of disregarding national
interests and even treason. Ms.
Tymoshenko accuses her opponents of
corruption.
The Odesa-Brody pipeline was completed in 2001 to pump Caspian oil to
Ukrainian and Polish refineries. It was part
of plans devised under then-President
Leonid Kuchma to diminish Ukraine’s
dependence on Russian energy resources.
Ukraine, however, could not obtain oil for
it from Azerbaijan or Kazakhstan as it had
hoped, although the European Union and
the United States supported the project
politically. Lacking Caspian oil, the
Odesa-Brody pipeline since 2004 has been
serving TNK-BP, LUKoil and other
Russian companies, pumping their oil in
the reverse direction, to Odesa, where it is
loaded onto tankers for export.
Kyiv never abandoned the original plan
for Odesa-Brody. At the end of June,
President Yushchenko and Azerbaijani
President Ilham Aliev agreed that a certain
amount of oil would be transported to
Odesa and pumped through the pipeline
for testing (Interfax-Ukraine, June 30).
Prime Minister Tymoshenko forbade
government officials to attend a meeting
at the Presidential Secretariat on July 16,
at which it was planned to agree on conditions for Caspian oil transportation via
Odesa-Brody in the original northwestern
direction. UkrTransNafta – the state-controlled operator of Ukraine’s trunk pipelines – was supposed to sign at this meeting a contract with Milbert Ventures,
which is registered in the British Virgin

Islands and is linked to the
Dnipropetrovsk-based Pryvat group
(Kommersant Ukraine, July 18).
Mr. Yushchenko’s envoy for internat i o n a l e n e rg y p r o j e c t s , B o h d a n
Sokolovskyi, announced on July 17 that
agreements had been ready for signing at
the preceding day’s meeting. Specifically,
5 million tons of Caspian oil were to be
supplied to the Halychyna and
Naftokhymyk Prykarpattya refineries in
western Ukraine, and another 3 million
tons to Central European countries, over
the next two years. Pryvat controls those
two Ukrainian refineries, which have been
short of crude for processing during the
past year or so.
M r. S o k o l o v s k y i a c c u s e d M s .
Tymoshenko of disrupting the agreements
reached with suppliers in Azerbaijan and
potential consumers in Central Europe.
“This is shocking,” said Mr. Sokolovsky.
“Those actions [by Tymoshenko] can be
qualified as treason. I am sure that sooner
rather than later, even if we have to gather at the National Security and Defense
Council for that, we shall secure implementation of this project, which is in the
national interest of Ukraine” (Liga.net,
July 17). The head of the Presidential
Secretariat, Viktor Baloha, warned the
prime minister against interfering in energy security matters. “European energy
policy and Ukraine’s role in it is at stake,”
Mr. Baloha warned (Ukrayinska Pravda,
July 17).
Ms. Tymoshenko, however, dismissed
t h e c o n t r a c t s p r o p o s e d b y M r.
Yushchenko’s Secretariat to pump Caspian
oil via Odesa-Brody as “another illegal
scheme masterminded by the Presidential
Secretariat.” She said that the contracts
were to be signed with “off-shore companies” that had “nothing to do with international projects.” She also drew parallels
between this project and the controversial
deals of the presidential team with the
RosUkrEnergo and Vanco companies
(Interfax-Ukraine, July 17).
(Continued on page 21)

GUAM’S Batumi summit builds
partnerships amid challenges
by Vladimir Socor
Eurasia Daily Monitor

GUAM (Georgia, Ukraine, Azerbaijan
and Moldova) consultations with the
partner-countries take place in the specially designed GUAM Plus framework.
This operates, as it did at the regional
organization’s summit in Batumi,
Georgia, through individual formats
involving Poland, Lithuania, the United
States, and now the Czech Republic and
Japan.
Presidents Lech Kaczynski of Poland
and Valdas Adamkus of Lithuania, Czech
Minister of Foreign Affairs Karel
Schwarzenberg, U.S. Deputy Assistant
Secretary of State David Merkel, and a
Japanese envoy took part in these consultations on energy transit and regional
security issues (Civil Georgia, The
Messenger, July 2).
Romania also is a GUAM partnercountry. President Traian Basescu, however, stayed away from the GUAM summit in Batumi. He had also failed to
attend the Caspian-Black Sea-Baltic energy summit in Kyiv in May. The
Romanian government sent only a deputy
minister to each of these presidential

summits. This dismissive attitude comes
as a surprise, considering the active interest that Mr. Basescu had displayed until
recently in Black Sea issues and energy
transit projects.
Bucharest has not explained the reasons behind its sudden loss of interest in
these regional summits. Unnecessary
bickering with Ukraine could be a factor.
At present, Bucharest is trying hard to
pave the way for a presidential visit to
Russia. It may seem that this effort takes
precedence over participation in regional
events that Moscow deems irritating.
The Japanese government had initiated
direct contacts with GUAM in 2007 at
the Baku summit; the current government
in Tokyo continues that policy. Minister
of Foreign Affairs Masahiko Komura
received GUAM Secretary-General Valeri
Chechelashvili and the GUAM National
Coordinators in Tokyo in December 2007
and appointed a special envoy of Japan
for GUAM affairs (Ministry of Foreign
Affairs of Azerbaijan, “Report on GUAM
during the Azerbaijani Chairmanship,”
July 2008). This initiative emerged as an
element in a far-reaching Japanese con(Continued on page 21)

SUNDAY, AUGUST 3, 2008

No. 31

NEWSBRIEFS
Ecumenical patriarch arrives in Kyiv
KYIV – Upon arriving at Boryspil
Airport on July 25 Ecumenical Patriarch
Bartholomew I said it is a great honor for
him to visit Ukraine and Kyiv on the
occasion of the 1,020th anniversary of
the baptism of Kyivan Rus’. Addressing
Ukrainian President Viktor Yushchenko
and those present for the welcoming ceremony, the patriarch said: “It is a great
honor and pleasure for me to visit today
and in the course of three days beautiful
Ukraine and its beautiful capital – the
city of Kyiv.” He added that the delegation of the Ecumenical Patriarchate had
arrived in Ukraine as a bearer of a word
of the maternal Church of Christ. “We
have come as pilgrims and ones who
appreciate a common and fraternal glory
of Ukraine,” the patriarch stressed, referring to the Dnipro River as the Jordan,
where our ancestors were baptized.
Patriarch Bartholomew also emphasized
that he had arrived in Ukraine to commemorate the martyrs of evil times and
to bow his head to victims of the
Holodomor. He said he also hopes to
facilitate peace and the integration of
Ukraine’s Orthodox Churches into a single one. “We have arrived here to pray
with you for consolidation of all of
Ukraine’s Orthodox Churches into a single one – the church of your people, your
c o u n t r y, ” B a r t h o l o m e w I s a i d .
(Ukrinform)
President meets with patriarch
KYIV – President Viktor Yushchenko
and Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew I
met on July 25 at the Horodetskyi House.
At the beginning of the meeting Mr.
Yushchenko thanked the ecumenical
patriarch for deciding to visit Ukraine.
“Your visit is a [sign of] respect to all the
Orthodox Christians of Ukraine. It is a
powerful impetus to building consolidation and understanding of the Orthodox
Churches in Ukraine. Welcome to
Ukraine,” he said. Patriarch Bartholomew
expressed gratitude to the Ukrainian president for the high-level reception and
assured him that he had arrived to mark
the 1,020th anniversary of the baptism of

Kyivan Rus’ with dignity. He said that
the Ecumenical Patriarchate is a starting
point of Orthodoxy and a center of ties
among all the Orthodox Christians in the
world. According to the patriarch, another goal of his visit is to help sisterly
Churches and bring peace and consolidation to the Ukrainian Orthodoxy.
(Ukrinform)
Patriarch honors Ukraine’s saints
KYIV – Ecumenical Patriarch
Bartholomew I and President
Viktor Yushchenko laid flowers at the
monument to Princess St. Olha, Ss. Cyril
and Methodius and St Andrew the
A p o s t l e a t S t . M i c h a e l ’s
Square. Participating in the ceremony
were members of the delegation of the
Ecumenical Patriarchate and foreign
Churches, Ukraine’s first President
Leonid Kravchuk and members of the
Cabinet of Ministers. Afterwards the ecumenical patriarch and the president laid
flowers at the monument to the baptizer
of Kyivan Rus’, Grand Prince St.
Volodymyr. (Ukrinform)
Divine liturgy at Pecherska Lavra
KYIV – Ecumenical Patriarch
Bartholomew I and ArchbishopMetropolitan Volodymyr of the Ukrainian
Orthodox Church-Moscow Patriarchate,
on July 25 jointly celebrated a divine liturgy in the Kyiv Pecherska Lavra on the
occasion of the 1,020th anniversary of
the baptism of Kyivan Rus’. Attending
the service were President Viktor
Yushchenko, representatives of foreign
Churches who have arrived in Ukraine to
celebrate the jubilee, as well as members
of the Cabinet of Ministers. (Ukrinform)
Day of Kyivan Rus’ Baptism
KYIV – President Viktor Yushchenko
on July 25 signed a decree on the Day of
Kyivan Rus’ Baptism, according to the
presidential press service. The president
decreed that the day would be celebrated
annually on July 28, in memory of Grand
Prince St. Volodymyr - baptizer of
Kyivan Rus’. (Ukrinform)
(Continued on page 14)
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President Viktor Yushchenko unveils monument atop Mount Hoverlia
KYIV – President Viktor Yushchenko,
accompanied by representatives of all of
Ukraine’s regions, as well as members of
Plast National Scout Organization of
Ukraine, on July 18 unveiled a “Tryzub”
(trident) monument atop Mount Hoverlia
in the Carpathian Mountains. Also
unveiled was a marble base that contains
capsules of soil from notable sites
throughout the country.
Hoverlia, which is Ukraine’s highest
peak, is considered a national symbol.
During the unveiling ceremony, an
honor guard of Plast members from
Ivano-Frankivsk and Lviv stood next to
the flagpole and marker that are on the
site. Clergy blessed the new additions to
the peak – the three-meter-high sculpture
of a trident, Ukraine’s national emblem,
and the 700-kilogram base – and the
national anthem was sung.
In addition to chairs of state oblast
administrations, also present were officials of the Presidential Secretariat and
Ukraine’s Minister of Family, Youth and
Sports Yurii Pavlenko.
In his speech at the unveiling, Mr.
Yushchenko said: “We come to Hoverlia

to say one more time that we are a unified nation. People who come to Hoverlia
will never divide Ukraine into east, west,
south and north. This, to my mind,
embodies a great spiritual mission of the
present day.”
He also expressed his conviction that
Ukraine will take its rightful place among
the democratic states of Europe. “I promise, as Ukraine’s president, that I will
facilitate development of a renewed state
in every possible way and help young
patriotic and democratic forces… lead it
to united Europe.”
Accompanying President Yushchenko on
his most recent ascent of Mount Hoverlia
were nearly 1,000 participants carrying
Ukrainian flags, among them delegations
from each of Ukraine’s 27 administrative
entities (24 oblasts, two major municipalities and one autonomous republic).
The president said he views climbing
Mount Hoverlia with representatives of
all of the country’s regions as symbolizing unity and state consolidation.
Official Website of Ukraine’s President

Sources: Ukrinform, Plast – IvanoFrankivsk branch.

The president places a capsule of soil into a base bearing the words “On Hoverlia
are gathered your lands, Ukraine.”

EU grapples with path forward for Eastern neighbors
by Iolanda Badilitza
and Ahto Lobjakas
RFE/RL

BRUSSELS – A report has been adopted
by the European Parliament that urges the
European Union (EU) to create a new structure for cooperation with Eastern neighbors
without early membership prospects.
The document is nonbinding, but some
of its ideas are likely to color the ongoing
debate on enlargement among EU member states.
EU Commissioner for Enlargement Olli
Rehn has welcomed the report, which says
the arrangement should mirror the European
Economic Area (EEA) that enables Western
European countries still outside the EU to
participate in the bloc’s internal market.
The “European Economic Area Plus,” as
the European Parliament report calls it,
could become another way station for
Eastern European neighbors on their long
road toward membership.
It would essentially offer them the status currently enjoyed by Norway, Iceland
and Liechtenstein. (Switzerland declined
to participate in the plan.) Having adopted somewhere around 70 percent of all
EU laws, those countries fully participate
in the EU’s internal market. The cooperation goes far beyond free trade, as services, capital, and people – in addition to
goods – can also circulate freely across
the territory of the EEA.
Crucially, the non-EU countries have no
direct hand in shaping EU laws. Politically,
they remain outside of the bloc.
Speaking during debate over the report
in the European Parliament on July 9, Mr.
Rehn said the plan has merits with respect
to “countries that are not part of the current
enlargement agenda.”
“In the face of economic globalization,”
Mr. Rehn said, “it makes sense to extend
the European legal and economic space,
and thus to make the Wider Europe stronger
in terms of [the EU’s] ‘soft’ regulatory
power.”
The report reaffirms the European
Parliament’s view that the EU’s Eastern
neighbors are theoretically eligible for EU
membership. However, the report also
makes clear that further enlargement must
wait until the EU has had time to consolidate.
The author of the report, right-wing
German deputy Elmar Brok, argued on July

10 that the EU needs the Lisbon Treaty –
rejected in June by Ireland – not for future
expansion but simply to enable it to cope
with the effects of the previous enlargements.
“Ratification of the Treaty of Lisbon
is part of [improving the EU’s] integration capacity because the Treaty of
Lisbon is the preparation for the last
enlargement round [in 2004],” Mr. Brok
said. “We are much too late in preparing
for that last enlargement round, and we
will destroy the European Union with
further big enlargement rounds if we take
too many countries in without preparing
constitutionally for that.”
Mr. Brok’s report differs – in subtle and
less subtle ways – from the argument made
by the mainly Eastern European proponents
of continued enlargement. It praises the
recent Polish-Swedish “Eastern Partnership”
initiative for upgrading the EU’s ties with
the bloc’s Eastern “European” neighbors.
But it opts for showcasing the merits of the
rival – and German-sponsored – idea of a
“Black Sea Union.”
The crucial difference, Mr. Brok’s report
stresses, is that the Black Sea Union would
also be open to Russia and Turkey. The
report states bluntly that it seeks Russia’s
“full involvement” in the scheme.
The report adds that any future EU
enlargement strategy must “strike a balance
between the union’s geostrategic interests
[and] the impact of political developments
outside its borders.” This appears to concede that EU enlargement decisions will
consider the interests of forces outside the
EU, notably Russia.
The report also puts a heavy emphasis
on the EU’s integration capacity, which is
given a new and elaborate fourfold definition. Thus, any enlargement would be possible only if the EU remains able to pursue
its “political objectives,” retains “effective
governance,” has the requisite finances, and
has the support of the public opinion for the
decision.
Asked if the EU had the capacity to take
on five new members within the next five
years, Mr. Brok said “not under the current
circumstances.” But he added that changing
the circumstances is not just a matter of EU
reform, but the initiative that aspiring countries show.
“I think the European Union doesn’t
have to do so much – it’s what these countries have to do [in order] to fulfill their

conditions,” Mr. Brok said. “It’s their role,
first of all, how to reform their countries so
that they are ready for the European
Union.”
He said the European Union’s responsibility is to “be ready to develop ourselves in
a way that we can deal with that, so that
there will be no overstretching.”
“If we take all the countries who hope to
become members of the European Union –
Moldova, Ukraine, Georgia and all of the
West Balkan countries – in the end, we will
be 44 member-countries,” Mr. Brok said.
“We always talk about individual countries
and that it’s not a problem for them to join;
but if you see the overall figure, then you
see the problem we face.”
In redefining the EU’s integration capacity, the report appears to veer very near to
qualifying existing commitments. That perception was noted on July 9 by
Commissioner Rehn, who said Turkey and
other countries with firm pledges of membership must not be affected by any moving
of EU goalposts.
“For the Western Balkans and Turkey –
[which] have clear membership perspective
– the EU must not impose new intermediate
stages before candidacy or accession,” Mr.
Brok said. “This would create doubts about
the EU’s commitment, thus weakening the
necessary incentive for reform.”
A signal on Ukraine
Sources in Brussels say most EU states
agreed at a meeting last week that the
27-member bloc should send a “clear signal” to Kyiv at September’s EU-Ukraine
summit that membership is possible in the
long term.
Of the roughly 20 countries to speak up
during the meeting, only the Netherlands
and Belgium objected to such a plan for
Ukraine, which for years has bitterly objected to being considered a mere “neighbor”
by the EU.
France, traditionally unenthusiastic about
further enlargement, has recently softened
its stance on Ukraine. As the current holder
of the EU Presidency, France will have to
adopt a neutral stance.
But Paris appears to have agreed to
acknowledging Ukraine’s ambitions well
before it took over the presidency in July.
Diplomats in Brussels and Paris have predicted the EU-Ukraine summit – to be
held in Evian, France, on September 9 –
could see a significant step forward in

relations between the two sides.
The EU and Ukraine are currently
negotiating a new partnership agreement
that could be signed at Evian. Kyiv has
made it clear it wants the accord to be
called an “Association Agreement,” following past approaches of Poland, the
Czech Republic, and the EU’s other postCommunist members.
Paris, which briefly flirted with the idea
o f o ff e r i n g K y i v a “ P r i v i l e g e d
Partnership,” a term burdened with
unpleasant associations to Turkey’s stalled
membership bid, appears to have relented
to the request. The change of stance could,
in part, suggest that French President
Nicolas Sarkozy has recognized his country needs to win allies among the EU’s
Eastern member-states if it wants to
remain a leading voice in the bloc.
Diplomats in Brussels say that unless the
few remaining skeptics prevail, the pledge
of future membership would be inserted in
the text of the new EU-Ukraine partnership
agreement. This would be an unprecedented
step for the bloc.
In return, the EU is likely to want
Ukraine to drop its objections to participation in the bloc’s European Neighborhood
Policy. Ukraine has been reluctant to participate in the ENP, saying it resents being
labeled as a neighbor of Europe rather than
a European country in its own right.
The EU, for its part, has always argued
that the ENP does not “close the door” on
EU membership, but this would be the first
time an ENP state was offered a clear membership track. (The development could ultimately prove to be a benefit to both
Moldova and Belarus by setting a precedent
for EU border countries.)
Ukraine’s EU membership would, in any
case, be a fairly distant prospect, with even
the country’s own officials saying it won’t
be ready to join before 2020.
In another prospective breakthrough for
Ukraine, the EU’s executive, the European
Commission, has indicated it is prepared to
launch a visa dialogue with Ukraine along
the lines of ongoing talks with Russia. The
talks could eventually lead to the abolition
of the EU visa requirement for Ukrainian
citizens.
Copyright 2008, RFE/RL Inc. Reprinted
with the permission of Radio Free Europe/
Radio Liberty, 1201 Connecticut Ave. NW,
Washington DC 20036.
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‘Help your neighbor’ is motto of weeklong event organized by UCU
by Matthew Matuszak
LVIV – “Help your neighbor” was the
motto of the first Ecumenical Social Week,
held in Lviv on June 9-15. It included concerts and other cultural events, a workshop
for religious and non-affiliated groups
involved in social projects, and an academic
conference on the Ukrainian cooperative
movement.
“The main idea of the Ecumenical Social
Week is to unite all Ukrainian denominations around social questions,” said Dr.
Antoine Arjakovsky, director of the Institute
of Ecumenical Studies of the Ukrainian
Catholic University (UCU), which organized the event together with Lviv’s city and
regional governments.
Ecumenical Social Week gathered
Ukrainians from near and far, as well as
guests from Western Europe and North
America. These included Mr. Mykola Haliv,
a member of Self Reliance New York
Federal Credit Union, and John F. Kurey,
president of the Ukrainian Catholic
Education Foundation.
Also among the participants were:
Kateryna Yushchenko, head of the
Supervisory Committee of the International
Charitable Fund Ukraine 3000; Genevieve
Gueydan, director of the Department of
Social Affairs of the Paris City Government;
Michel Camdessus, former general director
of the International Monetary Fund; and
Daniel Schmidt, vice-president of the
Bradley Foundation, based in Milwaukee.
“In Ukraine, the Social Week was
launched in 1939 by Metropolitan Andrey
Sheptytsky, who devoted it to the theme of
Christian patriotism, the notion of which he
wished to distinguish from the chauvinistic
nationalism developing in Europe at that
time,” Dr. Arjakovsky explained.
“In order to avoid national socialism, the

metropolitan wished to get all Christians
and people of good will mobilized, creating
together a patriotic, loving and true vision of
the nation and full social cooperation above
any denominational and political divisions.
Precisely for that reason on February 17,
1939, he and his brother Klymentii founded
the Metropolitan Yosyf Veniamyn Rutskyi
Ukrainian Catholic Institute for the Union
of Churches,” explained Dr. Arjakovsky.
Helping “the activity of people and organizations which work with the handicapped,
addicts, homeless, and elderly people” was
one of the major tasks of the Ecumenical
Social Week in 2008, according to the declaration of the event’s experts’ group.
Consequently, representatives of UCU’s
Emmaus Center, which works with the
developmentally disabled and their families
and friends, were joined at workshops and
other events by organizations such as Oselia
(“Refuge”), which helps the formerly homeless reintegrate into society, the social service center of Lviv’s Ascension Church, and
even Hesed Arieh (Mercy at the Lion’s), the
Lviv Regional Jewish Fund.
“The Saturday roundtable was an excellent way to get to know what some of the
more grass-roots charitable organizations
are doing and to meet with their heads and
develop possibilities for future collaboration,” said Dr. Irene Danysh, assistant director of the Emmaus Center.
Among its organizational activities, the
Emmaus Center prepared a packet to introduce the international L’Arche movement
for the developmentally disabled to Ms.
Yushchenko, who on Saturday visited
Lviv’s Dzherelo Center for those with cerebral palsy.
The week “brought together people of
four countries,” added Dr. Danysh. “There
was strong French participation, Canadian

Mykola Haliv, a member of Self Reliance New York Federal Credit Union and
chairman emeritus of the New York Friends of the Ukrainian Catholic University,
speaks at the Ukrainian Catholic University during the Ecumenical Social Week.

John F. Kurey, president of the Ukrainian Catholic Education Foundation
(right), and Archbishop Ivan Jurkovic, apostolic nuncio to Ukraine (left), speak
during the Ecumenical Social Week in Lviv.

Groups that work with the developmentally disabled were among those taking
part in the activities of Lviv’s Ecumenical Social Week. Sister Lukia Murashko
works at the Emmaus Center of the Ukrainian Catholic University.
and American representatives, and, of
course, Ukrainians. So it was a meeting of
North America and Western and Eastern
Europe.”
The academic conference, held on
Thursday and Friday on the premises of
Ivan Franko National University and UCU,
was devoted to “The Ukrainian Cooperative
Movement.”
The Rev. Borys Gudziak, Ph.D., rector of
the Ukrainian Catholic University, recounted how cooperatives “strived ... to nurture
the ideas of respect for one’s neighbor and
mutual assistance, being guided in this by
Christian principles. Also important were
their educational activities, which consisted
in improving the educational level of
Ukrainians, the formation of a strong middle
class, raising the level of the village, and
organizing Ukrainians politically and culturally in order to achieve higher national
goals.” He noted the leadership of
Metropolitan Sheptytsky, who, among his
many activities, helped found the Ukrainian
Land Mortgage Bank in 1908, as well as
cooperatives in the diaspora.
One of the highlights of the week was the
award received by the Rev. Gudziak on
June 12. He is now a Knight of Academic
Palms. The award was presented on behalf
of the French Ministry of Higher Education
and Research by the French ambassador to
Ukraine, Jean-Paul Veziant, who said to the
Rev. Gudziak at the ceremony: “You are a
man of affairs, an incomparable organizer
and builder. I had the opportunity to become
convinced of this while spending time at
UCU, the most modern of the universities
that I saw in Ukraine ... The Theological
Center, a new project of an educational, cultural, and spiritual complex in Lviv ... – it is
difficult to list all your good initiatives.”
At his talk on Friday, Mr. Haliv gave
great details about “The Development of the
Credit Union Movement in the U.S.” He
traced its history, back to the Rochdale
movement in England, all the way to
Kharkiv and Kyiv, then to displaced persons
camps in Western Europe after World War
II, in which “the Ukrainian community
managed to organize and develop active
social, political, religious and cultural life.”
Talking about institutions established in
New York, Chicago, Detroit (Warren) and
numerous other cities, Mr. Haliv mentioned

“many examples in which American banks
refused to provide credit to Ukrainian emigrant institutions but the Ukrainian credit
union came to their assistance.”
Among the religious figures participating
in the event were local bishops and clergy
of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church – both
the Kyiv and the Moscow patriarchates,
Ukrainian Autocephalous Orthodox Church,
the Ukrainian Greek-Catholic and Roman
Catholic Churches, and the Evangelical
Church.
“We perform preventive work among
young people fighting AIDS, drug addiction, tobacco smoking, alcoholism, abortion
and other problems,” reported Pastor
Dmytro Kolesnyk of Hosanna Evangelical
Church in Lviv.
“However, looking around, we see that
our efforts are like a drop in a boundless sea
and without fruitful collaboration with other
Christians we won’t be able to exercise
appreciable influence within society. We
need the unity which Jesus dreamed of,”
said the pastor.
“Ukrainian society is looking to UCU for
leadership and direction,” noted Mr. Kurey,
reflecting on the events of the Ecumenical
Social Week. “And UCU is responding. But
this would not be possible without UCEF’s
donors in North America.”
***
Further information about UCU (in
English and Ukrainian) is available on the
university’s website at www.ucu.edu.ua.
Readers may also contact the Ukrainian
Catholic Education Foundation, which raises about half of UCU’s annual operating
budget of approximately $2.5 million. One
of the effects of this assistance is to provide
scholarships to worthy students, allowing
them to get a first-rate education they otherwise might not be able to afford.
Of every dollar the UCEF spends, more
than 84 cents goes to its charitable programs, ranking the UCEF among the most
efficient and effective charities in the nation.
The UCEF may be contacted in writing at
2247 W. Chicago Ave., Chicago, IL 60622;
by phoning 773-235-8462; e-mailing ucef@
ucef.org; or via its website, www.ucef.org.
The phone number of the UCEF in Canada
is 416-239-2495.
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Ukrainian Orthodox hierarchs consecrate St. Thomas Chapel at All Saints Camp
EMLENTON, Pa. – The wooden
Chapel of St. Thomas was consecrated
here at All Saints Ukrainian Orthodox
Church Camp during the weekend of June
21-22, which marked the 30th anniversary
of the campground. Some 500 people
attended the services and other programs,
which coincided with the Feast of All
Saints.
The idea for a youth camping program
under the auspices of the Ukrainian
Orthodox Church goes back many years,
when the Western Pennsylvania Region of
the Ukrainian Orthodox League instituted
a weekend retreat for the youth 50 years
ago.
As interest in the camping program and
youth ministry grew, a comprehensive
search revealed that an existing YMCA
camp, approximately 80 miles north of
Pittsburgh, was for sale. Plans were completed for the acquisition of the grounds,
which included 95 forested acres along
the Allegheny River, with 15 log-type
buildings. The purchase was finalized in
1978, with the dedication and blessing
held on Sunday, June 25, 1978, on the
Feast of All Saints.
Activities at the camp over the years
have included the Teenage Conference
(now two weeks long), Church School
Camp, Mommy and Me/Daddy and Me
Camp, altar boy retreats, young adult
retreats, Kobzarska Sich bandura music
camp (organized by the Ukrainian
Bandurist Chorus), a sacred music course,
parish retreats, basketball tournaments,
Lenten retreats, Family-Fests and many
work weekends. All Saints Camp has also
hosted other encampments sponsored by
organizations not affiliated with the
Ukrainian Orthodox Church.
Through the generous donation of a
benefactor in the sum of $500,000, a
wooden chapel reminiscent of church
architecture in the Ukrainian Carpathian
Mountains was constructed at All Saints
Camp. The Chapel was executed in the
traditional (although modified with current technologies of materials) timber
style of the Ukrainian highlanders – the
Hutsuls and the Boykos.
The height of the chapel to the cross is
60 feet. The length of the structure is 70
feet and its width is 34 feet. The chapel is
heated, and the basement includes storage
with needed facilities. The narthex in this
particular church serves as a porch with
wide doors which may open to accommodate more faithful as they may stand outside.
The faithful of the Church, through the
efforts of the Ukrainian Orthodox League,
have raised the funds to complete the
church with iconography. Over 70 icons
by iconographer Michael Kapeluck have
been commissioned and are installed. In
addition to the customary placement of
icons in the dome, ceiling, walls and altar,

there is a unique series of icons of the
Creation, appropriate for the beautiful setting among the hemlock-covered hills of
western Pennsylvania.
Before the weekend of the chapel’s
consecration, dozens of alumni campers
along with the clergy arrived at the camp
to conclude the final preparations for the
consecration, which were headed by the
Rev. Deacon Dr. Ihor and Iryna Mahlay.
The Mahlays spent months working with
various parishes and faithful to make the
weekend successful and spiritually
rewarding. Their dedicated effort resulted
in a great success.
The celebrations were conducted by all
three of the Church’s hierarchs:
Metropolitan Constantine, Archbishop
Antony and Bishop Daniel, assisted by 20
clergy taking part in the liturgical services
or in other capacities during the weekend.
Mr. Kapeluck and the Very Rev.
Stephen Repa on Saturday afternoon conducted a seminar that discussed the iconography that richly adorns the chapel.
Maestro Oleh Mahlay, conductor of the
Taras Shevchenko Ukrainian Bandurist
Chorus, presented a workshop on
Ukrainian sacred music, which described
in detail the development of the various
chants and music of the Ukrainian
Orthodox Church.
Following dinner, a solemn procession
was formed at the camp pavilion to bring
the relics of St. John Chrysostom to the
newly built chapel. Great Vespers were
served to remember the benefactors of the
camp and chapel. Prior to the service, the
Rev. John Haluszczak of Pittsburgh,
explained to the faithful the spirituality of
the liturgical actions of consecration that
would take place in the chapel the next
day.
On Sunday morning cars and buses
from various parishes of the Church
brought the clergy and faithful for the
life-affirming event of consecration of a
new church. Another procession of clergy,
campers and visitors led the hierarchs to
the chapel. The hierarchs were greeted at
the chapel entrance by the chairman of
All Saints Camp Committee, Emil
Skocypec, Camp Director Stephen
Sheptak, Church School Camp Director
Melissa Haluszczak and the Rev. Paisius
McGrath, camp chaplain, the campers and
the faithful.
Metropolitan Constantine, Archbishop
Antony and Bishop Daniel, with assistance of Protopresbyter William Diakiw,
Protopresbyter George Hnatko, the Very
Rev. John Harvey, the Very Rev. Taras
Naumenko, the Rev. Zinoviy Zharsky, the
Rev. MacGrath and four deacons
Protodeacon Mykola Dilendorf, the Rev.
Deacon Mahlay. The Rev. Deacon Dennis
Lapushansky and the Rev. Deacon James
Stickel, celebrated the consecration of a
new chapel.

Campers participate in the divine liturgy.

Holy Apostle Thomas Chapel at All Saints Camp of the Ukrainian Orthodox
Church of the U.S.A. in Emlenton, Pa.

The hierachs of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the USA: Archbishop
Antony, Metropolitan Constantine and Bishop Daniel during the divine liturgy.
The consecration followed the ancient
and solemn rites of the Orthodox Church,
with the consecration of the new altar and
the installation of the holy relics of St.
John Chrysostom therein, following
another procession with Archbishop
Antony carrying the relics around the
church exterior and Bishop Daniel blessing the exterior with holy water. The
Chrismation of the interior of the chapel
was accomplished by Metropolitan
Constantine, who anointed the four walls
of the building. The iconography was
blessed with the sprinkling of holy water
by Bishop Daniel.
Once the consecration was concluded,
the divine liturgy began with responses
sung by the youth of the Church School
Encampment, under the direction of Kira
Haluszczak and Natalie Kapeluck, along
with the Ukrainian Bandurist Chorus
under the leadership of Maestro Mahlay.
At the small entrance, as the Holy
Gospel Book was brought in front of the
hierarchs, Metropolitan Constantine
announced that, by the decision of the
Council of Bishops of the Ukrainian
Orthodox Church of the USA, the Rev.
Deacon Mahlay had been elevated to the
rank of protodeacon. Protodeacon
Mahlay has served for years on the
Metropolitan Council and the Executive

Board of St. Andrew’s Society, as well as
the Orthodox Christian Mission Center
and many other charitable institutions,
providing both physical and spiritual support for those in need.
Following the liturgy, Metropolitan
Constantine, acting on behalf of the
Council of Bishops, presented certificates
of appreciation to Pani Matka Mary Ann
Nakonachny, Diane Senedak and Irene
Carman for their dedication and work on
the Ukrainian Orthodox League’s All
Saints Camp Chapel Iconography and
Liturgical Vestments and Vessels
Committee, which was responsible for
collecting funds for the final needs of the
new chapel. Christopher Burgan, a son of
the late Debra Burgan of blessed memory,
accepted a certificate of appreciation
awarded to his mother posthumously for
her dedication, zeal and work on this
committee.
The metropolitan also presented beautifully framed pictures of the chapel to the
sisters of Thomas Tychonia, a member of
St. Nicholas Parish in Troy, N.Y., whose
estate provided the funds for the chapel
construction; to Michael Dobronos of St.
Volodymyr Cathedral, Parma, Ohio,
whose company donated the beautiful
(Continued on page 22)
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Soyuzivka Festival, Vol. II
Over 4,000 people from the Ukrainian community attended Soyuzivka’s second Ukrainian cultural festival on July 10-13, which was an enormous success
thanks in part to all of the volunteers, and the master planning of Soyuzivka’s
general manager Nestor Paslawsky and the Soyuzivka staff.
These same volunteers were described as the “engine” that powered this great
festival, and without them the festival would not have been as successful. Over
15,000 varenyky were sold this year, as compared to 7,000 at last year’s festival.
In helping to promote this growing festival, Sasha Gutmacher, who organized
the varenyk-eating competition, also organized a press conference in New York,
secured sponsorship for the festival and arranged for a busload of 60 people from
Brooklyn, N.Y., most of whom do not own vehicles, to attend the festival at
Soyuzivka. At the press conference the Consul General of Ukraine in New York
Mykola Kyrychenko gave what UNA Treasurer Roma Lisovich recalled as “one
of the best speeches promoting Soyuzivka and the Ukrainian National
Association I’ve ever heard.”
Other notable support came from the Embassy of Ukraine in Washington,
who were official patrons of the event and assisted in securing visas for the performers, promoted the event at the Ukrainian Consulate in New York and
Washington, and found a working partnership with the UNA that produced a successful joint community event.
It’s inspiring to see the different facets that make up the Ukrainian commnity
in the diaspora working together, even if it is for a festival.
Promoting the event in Ukraine, Channel 1 filmed a documentary piece on
Soyuzivka and the festival, in hopes of informing their viewers of Ukrainian
activity in the diaspora and inviting them to vacation at Soyuzivka.
Next year, we invite guests from Ukraine to come to Soyuzivka for English
language immersion courses. (More information to come in the future.)
To ensure the continued success of Soyuzivka’s Ukrainian cultural festival, the
Ukrainian National Foundation (the charitable arm of the UNA) initiated the
“Imagine the Future Capital Investment Drive.” In the six weeks since its inception, the initiative has raised over $12,000 earmarked for camp improvements
and the sustainability of the facilities at Soyuzivka. We invite you all to
Soyuzivka on Saturday, August 9, for a cocktail reception fund-raiser event.
Lastly, don’t forget to mark your calendars for next year’s Ukrainian cultural
festival at Soyuzivka, and be sure to set aside some of your time there to volunteer and be a part of it all. Investing yourself in the community efforts is the bestway to ensure that it continues for the next generation.
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Turning the pages back...

Eleven years ago, on August 10, 1997, Serhiy Bubka, an
Olympic medalist in pole vault, vaulted over a bar set at 19
feet, 8.5 inches (6.01 meters, or over two stories) at the
International Amateur Athletic Federation’s world championships in Athens to extend the greatest winning streak in the
championship’s history.
Mr. Bubka, who is the chairman of the Ukrainian Olympic Committee, competed in
Athens against his most fierce rivals: Maksim Tarasov of Russia, the 1992 Olympic
champion; Jean Galfione of France, the 1996 Olympic champion; and Okkert Brits of
South Africa. Mr. Bubka, who was a charter member of the exclusive 6-meter club,
surpassed that mark over 40 times since 1991.
Plagued by injuries in previous competitions, including a strained Achiles’ tendon
that forced him to withdraw from the 1996 Olympic Games, Mr. Bubka projected confidence down the runway, but showed signs of strain as he rose from the landing mat.
After several attempts at 5.7 meters and then at 5.8 meters, the field of competitors
began to grow smaller. At 5.91 meters, Tim Lobinger of Germany failed, but Dean
Starkey of the United States, and Messers. Tarasov and Bubka cleared the height.
Mr. Tarasov raised the bar to 5.96 meters and the Luhansk native strategically
passed, but Mr. Starkey missed his attempts. Mr. Bubka raised the bar to 6.01 meters,
sprinted down the runway, planted his Austrian-made rubber pole, inverted his body in
the Western roll technique once used by high jumpers, and cleared the bar with what
seemed to be world-record amounts of space to spare. After he landed, Mr. Bubka sat
on the edge of the mat, beaming into the cameras and holding up six fingers. The
crowd went wild.
“He never ceases to amaze me. No one will ever duplicate what he’s done,” Mr.
Starkey told The New York Times.
To put the achievement in perspective, the Associated Press provided the statistic
that of the champions from the 1996 Olympic Games in Atlanta, Ga., 25 did not make
the final eight at the competition in Athens.
Speaking of his achievement, Mr. Bubka said, “It’s not my best victory at the championships, but I can say it is maybe the most difficult.”
Mr. Tarasov, who won silver with his jump at 5.96 meters, disagreed: “That 6.01
was one of his best jumps I have ever seen. It’s amazing to see him win.”
Mr. Bubka’s other victories at world championships include: the first IAAF world
championship in Helsinki, Finland, in 1983 (5.7 meters); Rome in 1987 (5.85 meters);
Tokyo in 1991 (5.95 meters); Stuttgart, Germany, in 1993 (6.0 meters, the first successful attempt at that height in a major championship); and Göteborg, Sweden, in
1995 (5.92 meters, but he set the world record of 6.14 meters in Sestriere, Italy, in
1994).

1997

Source: “Bubka extends streak to six at world meet in Athens,” by Andrij Kudla
Wynnyckyj, The Ukrainian Weekly, August 17, 1997.
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Ukraine’s winding road to the
EU, with a detour through China
by Maryana Drach
RFE/RL

YALTA, Ukraine – As we arrive in this
Black Sea resort city on the Ukrainian
coast, my Crimean colleague warns that
storms are on the way. The prediction
fortunately doesn’t prove true, but the
water is cold, just 16 degrees Celsius.
The clouds have apparently moved onto
Kyiv, to hover ominously over the government of Yulia Tymoshenko, which
faced – and ultimately survived – a noconfidence vote in the Verkhovna Rada.
The tempest that is Ukrainian politics
is felt even in sunny Yalta. The country’s
continued political instability is harming
its European perspectives. This is the
warning of the participants of the July
10-12 summit of the Yalta European
Strategy (YES), an international NGO
that aims to bring Ukraine closer to the
EU.
YES is the brainchild of Victor
Pinchuk, one of Ukraine’s richest men
and the son-in-law of former Ukrainian
President Leonid Kuchma. For the fifth
year in a row, Mr. Pinchuk has lured top
names in world politics to the seaside
resort. It’s a rare opportunity for
Ukrainian experts and journalists to mingle with those who have a say in global
affairs.
Bright lights, big names
This year the feathers in Mr. Pinchuk’s
cap are International Monetary Fund
Managing Director Dominique StraussKahn and former British Prime Minister
Tony Blair.
The president of Georgia, Mikheil
Saakashvili, is also present. During the
plenary session, he speaks about cooperation in the Black Sea region and
Georgia’s experience with reforms, but
he carefully steers clear of the mounting
tensions with Moscow over Abkhazia.
His press briefing is canceled. When a
few lucky journalists finally manage to
corner him, the Georgian leader says only
that his country is not seeking confrontation with Russia.
Soon it’s dinner time. Mr. Saakashvili
spends the meal answering numerous
phone calls, then enjoys a long chat with
Russian opposition politician Boris
Nemtsov. No wonder, says one of the
Western experts privately, they have a
common enemy – the Kremlin.
Wine is flowing, jazz music is playing.
Some people are even dancing, first and
foremost the French. One of my colleagues notices how Mr. Kuchma shares
a kiss on the lips with former Polish
President Aleksander Kwasniewski – a
gesture redolent of Soviet tradition, and a
reminder that both men began their
careers in the Communist era.
Heading West?
By the next morning, people have slept
off their wine and serious debate is once
more under way.
Mr. Kwasniewski is a strong advocate
of Ukraine’s bid to enter the European

Union. He thinks that the EU’s current
crisis over Ireland’s rejection of the
Lisbon Treaty is neither new nor fatal,
and that European unity will prevail. But
many others are truly worried. A future
model for the EU is not clear.
On the other side of the equation is the
question of the work remaining for
Ukraine. The more reforms the country
implements, the sooner it can join the
EU. This is a common view. However,
Ukrainian politicians tacitly acknowledge
that the top issue for them is not accession, but the 2009 presidential elections.
The jockeying for position has already
begun.
Inevitably, the gas issue is discussed.
Ukrainian participants call for bringing
transparency to the Russian monopoly on
gas deliveries. They cite the example of
the EU, which pushed airlines to reveal
their ticketing price structure. Such an
approach in energy matters would benefit
Russian consumers as well, the argument
goes. However, the call goes unanswered.
Russian Ambassador Viktor Chernomyrdin
has turned down the invitation to come to
Yalta. Forum organizers explain that he is
sick.
The China factor
The YES sessions are held in the
Livadia Palace, the summer retreat of
Tsar Nicholas II and the site of the historic Yalta Conference in 1945.
To remind us that that was then and
this is now, Mr. Pinchuk presents the
audience with a painting by a Chinese
artist. It closely resembles the famous
photograph of the Yalta Conference leaders sitting side by side. There is one striking difference, however. Mao Zedong,
the former Chinese Communist leader, is
sitting snugly between Roosevelt, Stalin
and Churchill. The world is changing, is
it not?
Mr. Pinchuk asks journalists whom he
should invite to Yalta next year. The
Chinese, comes the answer.
As Mr. Blair himself puts it during the
Yalta talks, China’s rise can be seen as a
threat, or an opportunity – better to make
it the latter. As the former British leader
notes, Beijing’s new influence means that
the world will no longer be subject to a
single dominant power.
As I take a brisk walk across Yalta,
however, I feel that, for now, there’s one
power here that has no competition.
Russian pop songs are heard in every bus
and cab. Russian investors are building
like mad along the coastline. And in
Sevastopol, not far from here, the Russian
Black Sea Fleet retains its base.
But as I return to the hotel, I bump into
a big group of German tourists. A sign,
perhaps, that Yalta today is becoming a
more attractive place for everyone.
Copyright 2008, RFE/RL Inc.
Reprinted with the permission of Radio
Free Europe/Radio Liberty, 1201
Connecticut Ave. NW, Washington DC
20036.
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Ukrainian diaspora organizations sustain
children’s clinic in Lviv
by Lesia Hladun
In 1993 a children’s clinic was established in Lviv as an offshoot of Lviv’s
City Polyclinic No. 5. Up to 2003 the clinic functioned as a typical children’s clinic
in Ukraine. The children who live in the
railroad district of the city receive medical
treatment there.
Typical patients who come to the clinic
on daily basis are from poor families. In
addition, there are orphans, abandoned
children and disabled children. Medical
supplies which were given for these children by the Ukrainian government were
very limited; the monthly supply was often
used up in a week. If the little patients
needed additional medication, their families or sponsors had to buy them for their
own money. If money was not available,
then they had to be treated with herbal or
cheaper alternative methods.
But, as it sometimes happens, in 2003
good and generous people in America
learned about our situation. These good
people from the Ukrainian diaspora started to donate and still continue to give
money to the clinic. These individuals
come from such states as New Jersey,
New York, Pennsylvania, Illinois,
Michigan and even from Canada.
Organizations such as the Ukrainian
National Women’s League of America
(UNWLA) and Americans for Human
Rights in Ukraine (AHRU), and church
sisterhoods, responded to our appeal. But
the most important agents in our quest for
support are newspapers – Svoboda and
The Ukrainian Weekly (Parsippany, N.J.),
America (Philadelphia), Ukrainian
Cleveland, New Path Way (Toronto) –
who write about us and remind potential
donors about the great need in Ukraine.
Because of this publicity, readers have
responded and mailed in their donations.
This has enabled us to function and help
the little ones who, without the medications, would be left to their own devices.
During my visit in May-June to my sister Nadia in Philadelphia – who was celebrating her 50th birthday on the picnic
grounds of St. Michael’s Church – we
met Bozhena Olshaniwsky and Walter
Bodnar of AHRU, who presented us with
a check for $8,000 recently donated to our
clinic. For the past five years (since 2003),
they have been soliciting funds for our
clinic through their organization. Thus far
they have collected more than $30,000.
I want to express my gratitude to Ms.
Olshaniwsky because it is through her
efforts that our situation at the Lviv Clinic
changed dramatically. In the beginning we
used the donated money to clean up and
refurbish many things that had to be done:
we repaired windows, walls, floors, sinks
and a separate toilet for the children only
– away from the general hospital toilets.
We bought a TV set and a tape player on
which we play childrens’ programs while
they are in the waiting room or while they
are receiving therapy or treatments. This
diverts their attention from painful and
sometimes unpleasant and frightening
treatments.
Our patients now receive the required
and appropriate medications that were not
available to them in the past – which is
quite an improvement from the past. The
medical and diagnostic machines that were
purchased with sponsors’ money include a
computer and a quantum therapy apparatus. We bought a series of allergens and
are now able to do skin tests and diagnoses for allergic children and desensitization therapy. All of this has improved and
elevated our level of functioning and
Lesia Hladun, a physician, is director
of the Lviv Clinic.

increased the frequency and number of
patient visits from 20 to 25 to 45 to 50 visits daily – twice the amount from the past.
News about our clinic has spread
through the city and the Lviv Oblast. We
now have patients from poor families not
only from the City of Lviv but also from
the outlying villages and suburbs.
Thousands of patients and their parents are
grateful for the generosity of donors that
helps cure them of vitamin deficiency,
anemia and damaged immune systems.
The aid from the diaspora that was
spearheaded in 1993 and continues to this
day th rough the efforts of Ms.
Olshaniwsky, gave new life and hope to
the patients of our clinic. We call her our
guardian angel.
In addition to money, donors sent us
many toys, clothing, shoes, knitted hats
and scarves. Tatiana Rakowsky from
Toronto crocheted 12 blankets for our beds
in the clinic which decorated our bleak
surroundings and added vitality and color.
Mrs. Rakowsky, who is 96 years old,
found the energy and strength to channel
her good will into creating something
beautiful and useful for the little ones. She
was emulated by other senior citizens in
Canada who joined her and gave generously to the children.
Olha Isayevych, director of SabreSvitlo in Lviv, donated numerous children’s books and posters which she
received from the Sabre program in the
U.S.
In addition to medical treatment, our
clinic gives much more to the little ones. It
helps them recover from illnesses, builds
up their resistance to diseases and
improves their immune system, and gives
them hope for the future. The gifts that
come from the U.S. and Canada created a
haven of happiness. People come to us as
if they were coming home because of
warm support, advice, encouragement,
and proper and cost-free medications.
Due to our improved capability to treat
children, news about us has spread and the
number of patients has increased perceptibly. Unfortunately, however, we have not
received any additional workers but must
do with the original five. Therefore, the
five have a much heavier work load every
day. However, we are not complaining and
remain happy because we can help many
more children and our work brings satisfying results. We all hope to continue progressing and utilizing new methods in
medical treatments but we realize only too
well that this can be done only thanks to
our donors.
Please accept deep gratitude from all of
us – the workers of the clinic and all the
little patients whose suffering you have
diminished and brought back to good
health. Behind these words are hidden
thousands of smiles and happy faces of
recovered children, their parents, grandparents and guardians. These individuals
have the good fortune to be our patients
and to know that someone somewhere out
there loves them.
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Faces and Places
by Myron B. Kuropas

The power of one
I finally met Agnes Palanuk, the
Ukrainian dynamo of western North
Dakota.
After years of postponing, Lesia and I
made the trek to Dickinson, N.D., some
875 miles from DeKalb, Ill., to attend the
annual Ukrainian Festival.
Agnes was my longtime contact in the
area, and a local Ukrainian-American activist extraordinaire. If there ever was a person
who personified the power of one person,
it’s Agnes.
It was Agnes who invited me to join her,
Professor Ronald Vossler of the University
of North Dakota, and Olexander
Aleksandrovych of the Ukrainian Embassy
in Washington in a panel discussion at
Dickinson State University devoted to the
Holodomor. I was honored. My topic was
“Holodomor Denial: Then and Now”.
This year’s Ukrainian Festival was dedicated to the “Year of the Homesteading
Act” featuring a tour of the Maxym and
Anna Logosz Homestead. Other highlights
were an original, live-stage production
titled “Voices of the Homesteaders”, a
Ukrainian food luncheon at the Ukrainian
Cultural Institute, a Ukrainian song and
dance concert at Dickinson State
University, and a Ukrainian buffet and
dance at the Elks Lodge. Every event was
packed with hundreds of people from all
over the United States. Catholic and
Orthodox religious services were conducted at local Ukrainian churches.
Lesia and I were mightily impressed by
the love and deep devotion local Ukrainian
Americans had for their pioneer Ukrainian
homesteading grandparents who often
began prairie life in sod huts. Ukrainian
immigrants were resented by local ranchers
and sheepherders. But our people persevered and prospered, built churches on the
prairie, and preserved their rich Ukrainian
religious-cultural heritage. I met local, third
generation Ukrainian American Ukrainian
speakers who seemed surprised that I spoke
Ukrainian. (More about all that in a future
in-depth Weekly article.)
Asked by a TV reporter at the Logosz
Homestead if her Ukrainian heritage was
important, Agnes Palanuk explained:
“You’ve got to know where you were to
understand the present, and it also helps
you move forward so you know where you
are going, so yes, it is important...I’m sure
you can live without it, and many people
do, but for us it is a driving force within us,
we want to know, we want to preserve, we
want to move forward.”

Mrs. Palanuk was born in Ukraina, N.D.,
to Danilo and Paraska Cerkoney. Her mother came to North Dakota in 1898 at the age
of two, her dad arrived in 1910. Her parents
worked hard and thrived. Agnes grew up
on a thousand-acre ranch devoted to beef
cattle, mostly herefords. She attended a
one-room schoolhouse taught by Sister
Bernarda, a member of the Ukrainian order
of Sister Servants of Mary Immaculate
(SSMI). At the time, the state allowed religious to teach in public schools if they followed a prescribed curriculum. Once the
school day ended, the good nun taught
Ukrainian subjects, including language.
Agnes loved living in the tight-knit
Ukrainian community that existed at the
time. Later, her parents sent her to St. Basil
Academy in Philadelphia, where she completed her high school education in 1947.
Graduating from Dickinson State
University with a bachelors’ degree in elementary education, Agnes taught school for
15 years. She married Vasyl Palanuk and
had two children, Beverly and Bill. In time,
they were operating a 3,500-acre beef cattle
ranch some 20 miles north of Dickinson.
Today, Agnes lives in Dickinson, N.D.,
and serves as the director of the Ukrainian
Cultural Center, established as an organization by 30 local members in 1980. Its
growth was encouraged by the then president of Dickinson State University, Albert
Watrel, a Ukrainian American from New
York. Following a fund-raising campaign
headed by Agnes’s daughter, a building
was purchased in 1992. Today the Center
has over 400 members from all around
North America.
The idea for a local Ukrainian Festival
emerged after Agnes and other local
Ukrainians attended the Ukrainian Festival
in Dauphin, Manitoba. Deciding to incorporate the Ukrainian dance summer workshops then being conducted by a former
Avramenko dancer from Winnipeg into
their plans, the organizers presented their
first festival in the summer of 1986.
In meeting people at the Dickinson
Ukrainian Festival the words that kept coming to mind were “salt of the earth.” No pretensions. No divisive Ukrainian politics. No
put-downs. Just down-home happy
Ukrainianism at its best, the kind I remember enjoying as a kid attending Ukrainian
weddings and picnics in Chicago. Being
Ukrainian in North Dakota can be great fun!
Myron Kuropas’s e-mail address is
kuropas@comcast.net.

***
Americans for Human Rights in
Ukraine (AHRU) continues to collect
money for the Lviv Clinic. As of this date,
we have collected and have given to Dr.
Hladun more than $30,000. All of the
money goes to the clinic, while the cost of
collection and administration are covered
by the treasury of AHRU.
Donations may be sent to: AHRU Lviv
Clinic, 43 Midland Place, Newark, NJ
07106. All donations are tax-deductible
(IRS employer’s number is: 2-2318966).
Lesia W. Kuropas

– Bozhena Olshaniwsky, president

Agnes Palanuk
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Pershi Stezhi Plast sorority celebrates 20th year of “Tabir Ptashat”
by Lesia Naumenko
KERHONKSON, N.Y. – A rainbow
was seen at the Soyuzivka Heritage
Center throughout the week of June
22-29 at “Tabir Ptashat.” This day camp
for Ukrainian-speaking children age 4-6
who intend to join Plast Ukrainian
Scouting Organization had the rainbow
and its colors as its principal theme.
It was the 20th year of this unique
camp, started by Neonila Sochan of the
Pershi Stezhi Plast sorority. Parents take
an active role in the camp by being counselors and assistants throughout the
week.
The camp presents a terrific opportunity for the children to be in a nurturing
Ukrainian environment surrounded by
Soyuzivka’s beauty.
The “komendantka,” or head counselor, of the camp, Lesia Naumenko, divided the campers into five small groups
which, when arranged at meeting time,
formed the colors of the rainbow: red
cardinals, orange finches, yellow canaries, green parrots and blue jays.
Each day, the children took part in
group meetings, at which they learned
about birds, bugs, the forest and the
world of colors. They also had time for
singing, experiencing nature and playtime activities.
In the afternoons, children had the
chance to enjoy Soyuzivka’s beautiful
grounds before returning to campwide
activities. These included mural paintings under the guidance of artist Roman
Hrab, a music lesson by musician George
Hrab, an Olympiad at which all were
awarded medals, a spirited bonfire with
songs and skits, and finally on Friday a
circus in which campers, counselors and
parents performed.
On Friday night after dinner in the
Veselka Hall, the children performed
songs they learned during the week as
well as a big group number in which a

Campers and counselors of Week 1 of “Tabir Ptashat.”
giant rainbow was unfurled on the
Veselka stage.
Ms. Naumenko was honored during
the finale for her three years of service
leading Tabir Ptashat. Rousing standing
ovations were given to all of the performers.
A wonderful week came to an end on
Saturday morning, when the campers
were given certificates at the closing ceremony. Many happy and colorful memories will surely stay with the campers and
their families for years to come.

Campers jointly complete a colored painting of a blue jay.

Cardinals gather for a conference.

Campers create a rainbow out of multi-colored handprints.

On the beach? No, but there’s plenty of sand to enjoy on the beach volleyball court.
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Fifty campers attend second week of “Tabir Ptashat” at Soyuzivka
by Khristina Lew
KERHONKSON, N.Y. – Fifty eight
exotic “birds” paraded up the path from
Soyuzivka’s Veselka terrace to the Vorokhta
lawn to revel at a carnival on the last day of
Week 2 of “Tabir Ptashat.” The July 4 carnival featured fishing for ducks, pin the
beak on the toucan and a make-your-own
ice cream sundae stand.
The 4- to 6-year-old campers – Plast
Ukrainian Scouting Organization’s youngest members – were grouped as six different
birds. There were long-beaked toucans,
lively bluebirds, jabbering cuckoo birds,
glamorous peacocks, darting hummingbirds
and wise owls.
The children came from all over the
United States, and even from as far away as
Singapore, for the camp held June 29-July
5. Thirty “aviculturists” – parent counselors
– helped teach them how to sing songs,
make scrap books and learn about nature.
Campers also were treated to a rollicking
version of the Ukrainian tale “The Turnip”
during a make-shift “campfire” held under
a large tent because of rainy weather.
“Parents were very helpful, very
involved,” said Areta Kohout of Lake
Forest, Ill., this year’s head counselor. “The
camp was very family-oriented – parents

Khristina Lew

Campers and counselors of Week 2 of “Tabir Ptashat.”
were there to enjoy time with their kids,”
she said.
Tabir Ptashat, organized by the “Pershi
Stezhi” Plast sorority, celebrated it 20th
anniversary this year.

Owls and peacocks enjoy a makeshift campfire.

Bluebirds mug for their group picture.

The little birds sing the loudest.

Wherever you are,
The Ukrainian Weekly can be there with you
Check out The Ukrainian Weekly online at
www.ukrweekly.com
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Soyuzivka Tennis Camp – abuzz with kids learning to play tennis and loving it too
by Petrusia Sawchak
KERHONKSON, N.Y. – It’s an amazing statistic – 65 percent of last year’s
tennis campers returned again this year
to enjoy 12 glorious days playing tennis
and making friends, many of them
friends for a lifetime.
Seven had a parent who also attended
camp years ago, including Mathew
Kohout’s mom, Alexandra Foty’s dad,
Vi c t o r i a K u r i t z a ’s m o m , A d r i a n
Ivashkiv’s dad, Alexia Blackhurst’s mom,
Greg Serba’s dad and Anastasia Kowal’s
dad.
Some of the campers also came from
far distances – Ukraine and Canada and
eight different U.S. states.
They all came for the same purpose:
to learn or improve their game of tennis
and to have lots of fun – both on and off
the courts. This year’s group of 37 campers was especially enthusiastic, cooperative and congenial.
The director of the camp, George
Sawchak, has been conducting the camp
since its inception 41 years ago because
he truly loves it. He is a United States
Tennis Association (USTA) ranked player, teacher, organizer and captain of the
Middle States team, which competes
with teams from other regions. Tennis
instructions were given by him, Tania
Sawchak Louer and Leda Kopach, both
Division I collegiate players, National
Junior Tennis League (NJTL) instructors,
and USCAK past champions and continue to play competitively. In fact, Mrs.
Lour will be playing doubles in the
USTA Nationals this fall in Orlando, Fla.
They were assisted by counselors
Adam Ogonowski, Tatyana Romanyuk,
Greg Serba and Ada Kowcz, who were
tennis campers at Soyuzivka at one time.
Olya Czerkas, who hails from Florida,
was the dorm supervisor, helping campers adjust to their new “home” away
from home at the camp quarters known
as Lviv. Petrusia Sawchak served as
coordinator. Both are school teachers,
who provided additional supervision.
The daily regimen always began with
calisthenics. The campers were divided
into groups according to ability, and the
instructors rotated their instruction,
developing and stressing correct form,
proper strokes and game strategy. Also
emphasized was the importance of good
sportsmanship and tennis etiquette.
Besides intensive tennis lessons, the last
few days were devoted to tournament
play, in which the campers put to use
what they had learned.
The focus of the camp was always on
tennis, but there was plenty of time for
off-court fun, which included swimming
in Soyuzivka’s Olympic-size pool,
watching movies and dancing, both to

Soyuzivka’s Tennis Camp 2008.
campers’ own music and Soyuzivka’s
live “zabava” band. A special treat was
being invited by Soyuzivka’s manager,
Nestor Paslawsky, to “Hutsul Vechir,” to
which many of the campers wore their
Ukrainian embroidered shirts or blouses.
Often the campers enjoyed “free play”
during the night sessions. Sometimes it
seemed like they couldn’t get enough of
tennis.
One day, as the campers were practicing their tennis, they were honored by a
visit from Ukrainian National Association
President Stefan Kaczaraj and UNA
Treasurer Roma Lisovich. Mr. Kaczaraj
spoke to the campers about the work of
UNA and told them a little about the history of the organization, which began in
the 1890s to help the early immigrants.
He urged them to continue their support
of the UNA and Soyuzivka as they
become older.
At the end of camp, a gala banquet
was held during which certificates were
distributed and awards were presented in
Soyuzivka’s main dining room, exclusively devoted that evening to the Tennis
Camp. The campers enjoyed drinking
Shirley Temples and Darth Vaders with
the hors d’oeuvres served during the
cocktail hour, followed by a scrumptious
dinner.
Special thanks were given to the entire
staff at Soyuzivka, especially Mr.
Paslawsky and Sonia Semanyshyn, the
office manager, who provided the campers with the best service, and always with
a smile. Despite the fact that Soyuzivka
was literally brimming with children for
two weeks because of various camps, the
food was excellent thanks to Chef Andrij
Sonevytsky, who emphasized a healthy
and diversified menu.

Mr. Sawchak thanked the entire tennis
staff for their cooperation and expertise.
He also congratulated the campers on
their over-all good attitude, making this
camp one of the best in recent years with
many improved players.
Tournament results were given by
“Pani Tania,” as she was called. In Girls
Group I, Alexandra Foty won first place,
Marta Cherpak, second, and Laryssa
Boyko, third. In Girls Group II, the winners were Biata Gerasymenko, Alexia
Blackhurst and Maria O‘Connell.
The Boys Group I winner was Danylo
Tylawsky, second place went to Adrian
Burke, and third place to Roman
Krywulych. In Boys Group II Paul
Bandera won first, Mark Luchanko won
second, and David Rusyniak won third.
There was also a Boys Group III, with
the awards going to Pavlo Kravchuk for

first, Stefan Iwanik, second and Mark
Watson, third.
This year’s coveted “Best Campers”
awards were presented to Adrian Burke,
Petro Chudolij, Anissa Boyko and
Natalka Hryhorowych. The entire tennis
staff determined the winners based on
their exemplary behavior and over-all
attitude both on and off the courts.
The banquet culminated with a dance.
The next day the campers met on the
courts for some closing remarks. Mrs.
Czerkas gave everyone a memory booklet
with the names and addresses of all the
campers with their photos so that they can
keep in touch with each other. They also
received some CDs with photographs
taken by several people during the camp.
The last day was sad for some as they
bid their final good-byes. Many promised
to come back again next year.

Best campers award winners with (left) Petrusia Sawchak: Petro Chudolij,
Anissa Boyko, Natalka Hryhorowych and Adrian Burke.

Tennis staff with Chrystyna Kozak, UNA National Secretary (fifth from the right):
(l to r) Greg Serba, Olya Czerkas, Leda Kopach, Petrusia Sawchak, George
Sawchak, Tania Sawchak-Louer, Tatyana Romanyuk and Adam Ogonowski.

Tournament trophy winners.
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Ukrainian mezzo Tania Mandzy makes music in Ohio
by Maria Hawryluk Gordon
WOOSTER, Ohio – For music lovers
in the Midwest, the Ohio Light Opera
has been a summer delight for 30 years.
In this, its anniversary year, the OLO will
present eight operettas from the American
and European repertoire, in English and
in repertory, over an eight-week period.
Singing the lead role in “L’Étoile” (The
Star), a sophisticated comic operetta by
Emmanuel Chabrier, is Ukrainian
American mezzo-soprano Tania Mandzy.
Ms. Mandzy, born and raised in
Pittsfield, Mass., has been a multitalented
performer and gifted student since childhood. She studied piano, violin, voice
and ballet in Pittsfield, and went on to
Harvard College, where she received a
B.A. in history and literature, cum laude.
Ms. Mandzy spent the last three years
(2004-2007) in London, where she first
completed a master’s degree in music at
the Guildhall School of Music and
Drama – one of the top conservatories in
the United Kingdom – and then entered
its elite, two-year opera program. She
received the 2007 Susan Longfield Prize,
a performance prize awarded to one pastgraduate female Guildhall singer, and as
a 2007 Britten-Pears Young Artist, she
studied in master classes with Roger
Vignoles, Michael Chance and Masaaki

Mezzo soprano Tania Mandzy
Suzuki.
Working with an international assemblage of opera students, she quickly
established herself in such roles as
Cherubino in Mozart’s “Le nozze di
Figaro” and Clarion in Richard Strauss’
“Capriccio,” as well as Octavian in
Strauss’ “Der Rosenkavalier,” Ottavia in
Monteverdi’s “L’incoronazione di
Poppea,” and Dorabella in Mozart’s

Ukrainian Diaspora Congress in Lviv
urges stronger state-diaspora relations
by Mark Ihnatowycz
LVIV – The Lviv National Polytechnic
University’s International Institute of
Education, Culture and Diaspora Relations
(IIECDR) held its second international
Ukrainian Diaspora Congress in Lviv on
June 17-20.
Over 400 participants from 28 countries
gathered at the Lviv Polytechnic National
University’s (LPNU) main campus as well
as other venues across the city to discuss the
topic “The diaspora as a factor in strengthening the Ukrainian state within the international community.”
“There simply isn’t an adequate understanding of the importance of strong collaborative relations between the state and the
diaspora in Ukraine,” said Iryna
Klutchkovska, the director of the IIECDR
and head of the congress organizing committee. “As a result, there’s no understanding within Ukrainian society of the political,
cultural and social work being done by and
with the Ukrainian diaspora.”
According to Mr. Klutchkovska, the conference sought to change this understanding,
not only by holding three plenary sessions
and over 30 successive sessions under seven
thematic sections, but by showcasing the
cultural-artistic work of Ukrainian diaspora
across the globe.
Exhibits open to registered participants
opened on June 17 at a variety of venues
across the city.
“Touch and See,” an interactive photo
exhibit including touchable embossed mats
and audio commentary for the blind, showcased the work of French Ukrainian photographer Youry Bilak at the Lviv History
Museum, which overlooks the famous
Italian Garden.
At LPNU’s main campus, participants
visited a Canadian exhibit titled
“Holodomor: Genocide by Famine,” an
exhibit dedicated to the recognition of the
Great Famine of 1932-1933 as a genocide
(The federal government of Canada signed
legislation recognizing the Holodomor as
genocide during Ukrainian President Victor
Yushchenko’s recent visit to Toronto).

In addition, LPNU’s Education Building
No. 1 was home to three different exhibits:
“The Ukrainian Heart – Generous to
Ukraine and to the World,” artistic projects
about Ukrainian emigration; a demonstration stand about the city of Lviv; and “Ours
in Italy,” an exhibit presented by Pieta, a
community of ex-Italian workers from
Ivano-Frankivsk.
The congress officially got under way on
the morning of June 18 with an introductory
ceremony and the first plenary session in
the packed hall of the Solomiya
Krushelnytska Lviv State Academic Opera
and Ballet Theater. Greetings were received
from a number of significant institutions
including the Council of Churches of
Ukraine, the Verkhovna Rada, the ministries
of Education, Foreign Affairs, and Tourism
and Culture, and Ukraine 3000, an international charity fund headed by First Lady
Kateryna Yushchenko.
Later that afternoon, participants were
invited to see the first Lviv screening of “A
Kingdom Reborn: Treasures from Ukrainian
Galicia,” a film by first time director Dani
Stodilka, a Ukrainian Canadian. The film
was screened in its Ukrainian version,
though it is also narrated in English and has
subtitles in Polish, Russian, French, Italian
and German. It was received extremely positively by the audience, who rushed the
stage after the showing to order advance
copies of the DVD.
Over the next two days the congress split
into seven sections to discuss various
aspects of political, social and cultural work
within the diaspora. Between sessions, coffee and refreshments were served to give
participants a chance to mingle and learn
more about their fellow Ukrainians in other
countries. Business cards and information
pamphlets circulated with handshakes and
warm interested smiles.
In addition to many presentations from
various individuals and organizations, the
two days were capped off by musical concerts. On the night of June 19 the Ukrainian
bandura ensemble Karpaty played an hour(Continued on page 22)

“Così Fan Tutte.”
Roderic Dunnet wrote of her performance in Hindemith’s opera “The Long
Christmas Dinner:” “American Tania
Mandzy as the grandmother figure
[Mother Bayard] soon revealed a particularly rich, mature and rewarding voice…
effortlessly negotiating Hindemith’s
trickier intervals” (Opera Now, March/
April 2007).
In the fall of 2007 Ms. Mandzy
appeared as Nancy in the British Youth
Opera’s production of Benjamin Britten’s
“Albert Herring” and as Rosina in the
Minotaur Music Theater’s production of
Rossini’s “The Barber of Seville.”
“Tania Mandzy as Rosina…demonstrated great skill and delicacy of tone,”
wrote the reviewer in Extra! Extra!
Entertainment Review, London (October
2007).
Fluent in German and Russian, as well
as English and Ukrainian, Ms. Mandzy is
also drawn to the recital and oratorio repertoire. She has been broadcast on BBC
Radio 3 in a Proms Composer’s Portrait
during the 2006 season, performing the
United Kingdom premiere of Toshio
Hosokawa’s “Renka I,” and has appeared
in recital at Wigmore Hall, a major venue
for classical recitals of song, piano and
chamber music.
Ms. Mandzy is also featured singing
three American songs on a 2007 Nimbus
release of “Engel Lund’s Book of Folk
Songs.” She has also sung the alto solos
for Mozart’s “Requiem” with the Beccles
Choral Society, Rossini’s “Stabat Mater”
with the Huntingdon Philharmonic,
Bach’s “Christmas Oratorio” with the
Voce Ensemble, and Handle’s “Dixit
Dominus” with the Aylesbury Festival
Choir.

The daughter of John and Nadia
Mandzy, Ms. Mandzy has always maintained an active link to the Ukrainian
community. As a member of the
Ukrainian American Youth Association
(UAYA), she attended summer camps at
Ellenville, N.Y., with her younger sister
Luba. Later, at Harvard, she participated
in the college’s Ukrainian student organization.
In November 2005, she collaborated
with Yevgeniy Kostrytskyy, a fellow
Guildhall student and violinist from Kyiv,
in a Chornobyl fund-raiser held at historic Arundel Castle in West Sussex,
England.
A world away this July and August, on
the lovely campus of the College of
Wooster, in northeastern Ohio, Ms.
Mandzy will be singing the role of
Lazuli, a poor peddler who falls in love
with Laoula, a king’s daughter, in
“L’Étoile.”
Lazuli is a “trouser role,” a common
operatic convention in which a female
singer takes the part of a young man.
The 1877 operetta features the usual
extravagant plots and fantastic settings,
with disguises, astrologers and starcrossed lovers. Ms. Mandzy is performing on July 16, 19, 26, and August 1 and
6. In addition, she is singing the role of
“Pitti-Sing,” one of the three sisters in
Gilbert and Sullivan’s “The Mikado.”
The Ohio Light Opera has two casts for
“The Mikado”, so look for Ms. Mandzy
in the production on August 7.
Tickets cost $41; student tickets cost
$15, and group rates are available. To
order tickets call 330-263-2345.
Information on getting to Wooster and
the Ohio Light Opera is available at
http://olo.wooster.edu/.
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Hromovytsia Ukrainian Dance Ensemble presents annual spring revue
by Greg Karawan
CHICAGO – The arrival of warm
weather in Chicago brings with it the
Hromovytsia Ukrainian Dance
Ensemble’s annual Spring Revue. Under
the direction of Roxana-Dykyj
Pylypczak, Hromovytsia has become best
known worldwide for its traditional and
modern portrayal of Ukrainian folk dance
as it has performed for audiences across
Ukraine, France, Germany, Italy, Canada
and the U.S.
The ensemble is recognized in
Chicago for its annual spring fund-raiser
that now attracts nearly 800 people over
the course of two fun-filled evenings.
What began over 17 years ago as a small
wine and cheese “cocktail party” showcasing a few dances devised about a
month prior to the show has evolved into
a major production that Hromovytsia
prepares for during much of the winter
and spring months – complete with
10-foot video screens, a themed repertoire full of comedy, hip hop, lyrical, jazz
and contemporary styles of dance, and a
three-course dinner prepared by local
area chefs.
On May 8 and 9, the 45 dancers and
staff of the Hromovytsia Ukrainian
Dance Ensemble of Chicago put on their
most elaborate Spring Revue to date,
prompting audience members to suggest
the Hronovystia take this show on the
road, as the troupe has done with its traditional Ukrainian folk dance shows.

Olya Soroka

Hromovytsia, the Spalenij Teatr and members of the board of directors of Selfreliance Ukrainian American Federal Credit Union.
Hromovytsia’s annual Spring Revue
originated in 1991 with the goal of raising funds for its various costume, production and travel costs. It continues to
serve that purpose and has become the
ensemble’s main fund-raiser, while also

Olya Soroka

The men of Hromovytsia in the finale of the troupe’s Spring Revue.

serving as one of the community’s premier events of the year. It has afforded
the ensemble the ability to outfit its dancers in unique and ornate costumes, as
well as spread its performance wings
well beyond the borders of Illinois.
Each year, Hromovytsia chooses a
theme and weaves it throughout the choreography, set design, hall décor and custom invitations. Past themes have included “Through the Years,” which presented
a variety of the century’s most popular
dance styles, “And the Chobit Goes
To…,” which emulated Hollywood’s
Academy Awards, and “United We
Dance,” which paid tribute to America
and its heroes in light of the tragic events
of 9/11.
This year, due to the popularity of reality television, Hromovytsia chose to imitate one of the top-rated shows on TV
and one whose theme is close to the
ensemble’s heart — “So You Think You
Can Dance.” This intense competition
mirrors the format of “American Idol”
through dance instead of song. Much like

the actual show, Hromovytsia’s performance consisted of a host, auditions,
duets and group numbers.
Joining the ensemble for the first time
as guest performer was the comedy
troupe Spalenij Teatr of the Chicago
branch of the Ukrainian American Youth
Association, directed by Oleh Kulas.
Playing the role of auditioning contestants, guest choreographers and the
show’s judges, the cast brought hilarity
and wit to the stage through both scripted
and improvisational performance.
After the shows, audience members
agreed that the union of Hromovytsia and
Spalenij Teatr yielded pure artistic fun.
The fund-raising evening also features
food and atmosphere. Each show includes
intermissions for appetizers, dinner, dessert and time spent catching up with old
friends. This year’s guests included
Ukraine’s Consul General in Chicago,
Vasyl Korzachenko, and his wife, Olya,
heads of various community organiza(Continued on page 13)

Ukrainian priest Edward Evanko delivers Holodomor message from the stage
PARSIPPANY, N.J. – When the Rev.
Edward Danylo Evanko left acting to
become a Ukrainian Catholic priest, he
didn’t realize that one day his two callings would go hand in hand. The clergyman, who was ordained in 2005 at the
age of 66, returned to the stage shortly
after his ordination.
The one-time soap opera star graduated from the Bristol Old Vic Theater
School in London, has performed on
Broadway and for the British Royal
Family, and had his own variety hour on
Canada’s CBC television network. By all
accounts, his career in entertainment had
been vibrant and successful.
However, in 2001, after reading the
Scripture during a Roman Catholic mass,
the Rev. Evanko was moved to join the
priesthood. He switched gears and moved to
Rome. The Rev. Evanko began a course of
study that would take him to Pontificio
Collegio Beda in Rome, St. Josaphat
Ukrainian Catholic Seminary in Washington,
Catholic University in Washington, Holy
Spirit Seminary in Ottawa and St. Paul
University in Ottawa. He earned a Master of
Theology degree with a specialization in
Eastern Christian studies and was ordained

in August of 2005.
Later in 2005, he returned to acting,
performing in the one-man play
“Damien.” The play, which is about a
Belgian Roman Catholic priest ministering to lepers in Hawaii, was staged in
order to raise funds for another priest
whose family was financially recovering
from a kidney transplant. Before he knew
it, the Rev. Evanko was performing the
play in Rome, London and Chicago for
other fund-raising ventures.
In 2007, in commemoration of the
75th anniversary of the beginning of the
Holodomor Famine-Genocide, the Rev.
Evanko staged “Be Well and Prosper, My
Beloved Ukraine,” a combination of
music and eyewitness account readings
from the 1932-1933 Famine-Genocide.
Moved by the survivors’ accounts, the
Rev. Evanko took up the project as part
of his vocation. And, the proceeds from
his Holodomor presentations have gone
toward such causes as food banks.
The Rev. Evanko has taken his mission
of awareness to many venues in Canada
and is slated to perform in the U.S. this
year. He is currently pastor at the Church
of the Holy Dormition of the Mother of

The Rev. Edward Evanko
God in Richmond, British Columbia.
The next performances of “Be Well
and Prosper…” are scheduled for
Richmond and Victoria, British Columbia
(September 28 and October 4, respectively), Los Angeles (November 8) and

Calgary, Alberta (November 19-21). The
Rev. Evanko will also present “Damien”
in Vancouver, British Columbia (October
25) and in Calgary (November 19-21).
For more information, readers may log
on to www.fatheredward.com.
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Olya Soroka

Members of Hromovytsia perform a hip hop number

Petro Koutun

A duet from Hromovytsia’s Spring Revue.
Olya Soroka

Hromovytsia...
(Continued from page 12)
tions and several representatives of
Hromovytsia’s chief sponsor, Selfreliance
Ukrainian American Federal Credit
Union, which enthusiastically donated
$10,000 to the ensemble at the conclusion of Saturday’s show.
The continued popularity of the Spring
Revue has now prompted the ensemble to
put on the same show two nights in a row
in order to accommodate popular demand
for seats at this fund-raiser. Still held in
its original home, the auditorium of Ss.
Volodymyr and Olha Ukrainian Catholic
Church, Hromovytsia spent the entire
week prior to May 8 transforming the
hall into a sparkling performance venue.
Whether it was 3 p.m. or 2 a.m., the
hall was constantly bustling with activity
and resembled both a construction site
and a hotel kitchen, as members of the
ensemble and outside volunteers drilled
holes, cut plywood, hung material,
chopped tomatoes and folded napkins.
And, despite being full-time students,
professionals or parents, the members of
Hromovytsia worked day and night to

complete the finishing touches.
Video presentation played a major role
in this year’s Spring Revue, as it was
necessary to convey a television show’s
entire season in one evening. The members of Hromovytsia and Spalenij Teatr
spent several months filming numerous
videos in and around Chicago’s Ukrainian
community. Hromovytsia used the videos
as a vehicle to help tell the story, going as
far as using a green screen to depict the
host broadcasting live from the hills of
Hollywood to the St. Sophia Cathedral in
Kyiv.
While the main objective of this event
is to raise funds for the ensemble,
Hromovytsia members would undoubtedly put on their Spring Revue even if it
didn’t earn a penny. Their love for collaboration and performing keeps them
coming back to the rehearsal studio week
after week. Each year the ensemble memers consider what theme will entertain
audiences and how they could top the
previous year’s show, and each year they
work harder to do exactly that.
This year’s program ended with the
cast members on stage donning T-shirts
that read “So You Think We Can Dance?”
They most certainly can…

Petro Koutun

Members of the comedy troupe Spalenij Teatr as the show’s judges.

The sultry ladies of Hromovytsia in a jazz number.
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FOR SALE
MERCHANDISE
FOR SALE - NORTH PORT, FL
3 bd, 2.5 bath, fireplace, granite countertops,
swimming pool. Built on 2 lots. One-half mile
to Ukrainian Churches and Cultural Center.
Please call Lubko at 941-270-2411.

RENTALS

OPPORTUNITY

(Continued from page 2)
Tymoshenko offers congratulations
KYIV – Prime Minister Yulia
Tymoshenko congratulated Ukrainians on
the occasion of the 1,020th anniversary of
the baptism of Kyiv Rus’. The text of her
message was available on the official governmental website. “In the history of
every nation there are moments that
define its essence for centuries. For
Ukraine, the moment of truth was the year
988 – the year of its baptism,” the message reads. According to Ms.
Tymoshenko, Grand Prince Volodymyr
brought to his realm the laws of good and
justice, and the principles of the Christian
civilization. “Powerful old Kyiv towered
above Europe as a spiritually rich, intellectually strong and successful state,” the
prime minister wrote. She expressed her
conviction that the jubilee is another
reminder that Ukraine is destined for success, glory and grandeur. (Ukrinform)
Ukrainian Consulate in Naples
KYIV – Ukraine’s Foreign Affairs
M i n i s t e r Vo l o d y m y r O h r y z k o ,
during a visit to Italy, on July 25 officially
opened Ukraine’s Consulate General in
Naples. “Ukraine’s Consulate General in
Naples will not only represent Ukraine in
the southern part of Italy, but it will also
become a hearth of Ukrainian diaspora
life here,” he said. Participants in the
opening ceremony included representatives of local authorities, members of the
Ukrainian diaspora in Italy and Italian
journalists. Mr. Ohryzko met with Naples
Mayor Rosa Jervolino and Naples Prefect
Alessandro Pansa. The officials spoke
about issues facing the Ukrainian diaspora
in Italy and, first and foremost, in Naples.
They also stressed the need to create
mechanisms to ensure proper protection
of the rights and interests of Ukrainian
citizens living in Italy – in particular, support for an initiative of the Ukrainian
diaspora to open a Ukrainian Sunday
school in Naples. The parties agreed to
deepen cooperation at the regional level.
The foreign minister told local authorities
about the Famine-Genocide of 1932-1933
in Ukraine. (Ukrinform)
Ukrainian, Italian ministers meet

Earn extra income!

PROFESSIONALS

The Ukrainian Weekly is looking
for advertising sales agents.
For additional information contact
Maria Oscislawski, Advertising
Manager, The Ukrainian Weekly,
(973) 292-9800, ext 3040.

WANT IMPACT?
Run your advertisement here,
in The Ukrainian Weekly’s
CLASSIFIEDS section.

KYIV – Ukraine’s Foreign Affairs
Minister Volodymyr Ohryzko held negotiations with Italian Foreign Minister
Franco Frattini during his working visit to
Italy, the Foreign Ministry press service
reported on July 25. The ministers discussed issues of bilateral cooperation and
noted a need for its enhancement, as well
as started a dialogue about the abolition
of visa requirements for Ukrainian citizens visiting member-countries of the
European Union. Mr. Ohryzko touched on
the issue of supporting Ukrainian citizens
residing in Italy in terms of their educational-cultural needs. Mr. Frattini demonstrated an understanding of this issue and
confirmed his readiness to work with the
local Ukrainian community. The ministers
signed a memorandum of mutual understanding. (Ukrinform)
Zhvania cites grounds for impeachment
KYIV – The press service of National
Deputy Davyd Zhvania, who has been
accused by President Viktor Yushchenko
of being implicated in his poisoning, said
on July 25 that the unfounded allegation
is evidence of absolute legal nihilism. The
press service’s statement was published
on the website of the People’s SelfDefense. The press service noted that this
action by Mr. Yushchenko contradicts the
high post of the Ukrainian president,
“since violations of the Constitution, in
particular, the [principle of the] presumption of innocence, is weighty grounds for

No. 31
starting the process of impeachment of
the head of state.” The national deputy’s
press service called on the president, representatives of the Presidential Secretariat
and the Procurator General’s Office officials to stop the practice of pinning labels
o n t h e p e o p l e n o t s h a r i n g M r.
Yushchenko’s approaches to state-building. “We call on all men of sense to stop
this process of reducing democracy in the
state and returning to the worst examples
of totalitarianism,” the statement reads.
Mr. Zhvania has repeatedly stated that
there was no poisoning of Mr. Yushchenko
in 2004. At a press conference on July 24
the president expressed his opinion that
Mr. Zhvania is connected with his poisoning. (Ukrinform)
SBU names Holodomor’s culprits
KYIV – The Security Service of
Ukraine (known by its Ukrainian-based
acronym as SBU) will publish the first
list of Communist Party and Soviet officials responsible for the Holodomor. The
list includes the names of heads of punitive authorities – the State Political
Directorate under the Council of
Ministers of the USSR and the State
Political Directorate of the Ukrainian
Soviet Socialist Republic (SSR) of
1932-1933. The list is based upon archival documents. The SBU will also present documents signed personally by
heads of the above-mentioned authorities
which enabled authorities to carry out the
Famine-Genocide in Ukraine. The SBU
noted that “archival documents absolutely prove that Holodomor-Genocide of
1932-1933 was a consequence of planned
criminal actions of the totalitarian
Communist regime.” The SBU plans to
post online a list of responsible officials
and documents related to their activities,
such as resolutions, meeting protocols of
the Political Bureau of the Central
Committee of the All-Union Communist
Party, secret instructions of party officials, use explanations. “Documents systematized within an interactive table
show the way the leadership of punitive
authorities issued operative decrees and
other normative documents related to
conducting the mass repressive measures
at time of the Holodomor-Genocide
1932-1933 on the instruction of the
Political Bureau of the Central Committee
of the All-Union Communist Party
(Bolsheviks), namely Joseph Stalin,
Viacheslav Molotov, Lazar Kaganovich,
Klyment Voroshylov, etc. The measures
were implemented against ‘kulaks’ (wellto-do peasants), ‘saboteurs,’ ‘speculators’
and other ‘counterrevolutionary elements’
in order to pacify the Ukrainian village
and provoke the famine that led to millions of victims among Ukrainian people,” the SBU noted. (Ukrinform)
Agreement on gas price formula
KYIV – The Cabinet of Ministers of
Ukraine and Gazprom reached agreement
on the formula for determining the gas
price for Ukraine in 2009, Prime Minister
Yulia Tymoshenko announced on July 23.
“We have found approaches to price formation for natural gas in 2009. I can say
that we have found a compromise on a
concept of price formation for 2009,” she
said, commenting on the prior day’s negotiations with Gazprom Chairman Alexei
Miller. In the near future, Gazprom will
complete negotiations with Uzbekistan
and Kazakhstan and, following that, Ms.
Tymoshenko explained, Ukraine and
Russia will be able to finally fix a gas
price for Ukraine. Prime Minister
Tymoshenko stated that an increase in the
price for natural gas for Ukraine will be
carried out gradually over several years.
“There will be no stresses and no shock. I
think that it is constructive work by the
(Continued on page 15)
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two governments of Ukraine and Russia
and NaftoHaz and Gazprom,” she said.
The price of gas for Ukraine for 2008 had
been fixed at $179.5 U.S.) per thousand
cubic meters. (Ukrinform)
Population down by nearly 50,000
KYIV – As of June 1 Ukraine had a
population of 46,239,661. There were
31,602,744 urban residents and
14,636,917 rural residents, according to
newly released data of the State Statistics
Committee. The Donetsk region ranked
first in population (4,519,354 people) and
the Chernivtsi region was in last place
(903,411 people). The population of the

Autonomous Republic of Crimea was
registered as 1,967,769. As of April 1
Ukraine’s population was 46,287,138,
including 31,627,654 urban residents and
14,659,488 rural residents. (Ukrinform)
Kyiv is 42nd in cost of living
KYIV – Kyiv dropped this year to
42nd place from 28th in a ranking of the
cost of living among the world’s largest
cities. According to the Mercer Consulting
Company. Moscow is the most expensive
city for foreigners. Asuncion, the capital
of Paraguay, is the least expensive city
out of 143 studied. The study considered
the cost of living for visitors from wellto-do Western countries and included over
200 criteria, such as housing, transportation, food and entertainment. (Ukrinform)

It is with deep sorrow that we share
with family and friends that on
Ukrainian Easter, April 27, 2008 in
Nashville, TN passed into eternity
beloved mother, Godmother and sister

Anna Dobosz
Born on February 1, 1924 in Ivano-Frankivsk,
Ukraine. She was preceded in death by her
parents George and Justina Ursulak, husband
Petro and brother Wasyl.
Funeral services were held at Holy Family Catholic Church in
Brentwood, TN. She was laid to rest beside her husband Petro at St.
John the Baptist Ukrainian Catholic Cemetery in Pittsburgh, PA. The
pallbearers were Brian Hess, Christian Hess, Stuart A. Hess, and John
Kozak.
In deep sorrow:
Daughter
Helena M. Dobosz Hess of Brentwood, TN
Son-in-Law Stuart Andrews Hess, Jr., of Brentwood, TN
Godson
John Kozak of Pittsburgh, PA
Siblings
Ivan, Sophie, Mary and Natalie in Ukraine

Eternal memory
Contributions in memory of
the deceased can be made
to St. Basil College Seminary
in Stamford, CT.
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Legendary rock music producer Bobby Leigh joins Holodomor movie production team
by Illya M. Labunka
and Zenon Zawada
Special to The Ukrainian Weekly

KYIV – While shooting his Holodomor
documentary this spring in southern
Ukraine, a survivor offered Hollywood
director Bobby Leigh a taste of a leaf soup
that helped her survive.
“It almost broke me at certain times,”
Mr. Leigh said of his experience. “When
you go into houses and you sit with a
woman who made us a leaf soup that they
ate. That’s how she survived the
Holodomor, and I ate that. I wanted to
experience it.”
Mr. Leigh spent three weeks in May and
early June filming what could become the
most significant documentary on the
Holodomor, the artificial famine organized
by the Soviet Union’s government in 1932
and 1933 that starved millions of
Ukrainians to death.
He began work on “Holodomor:
Ukraine’s Genocide of 1932-33” in early
2007, interviewing 32 survivors in North
America and 30 survivors in Ukraine.
Although the film’s producers declined
to estimate a budget, they said more than
$50,000 has been raised to produce the film
so far.
Not only have Mr. Leigh, producer
Marta Tomkiw and executive producer
Nestor Popowych contributed financing,
but also members and institutions in the
Ukrainian American community.
“Mr. Popowych has helped us raise a
considerable amount of money and he continues to do so,” Mr. Leigh said. “While we
were on the field in Ukraine, he was in
Chicago generating interest from Ukrainian
private investors.”
The film was partly inspired by
Holodomor survivor Eugenia Dallas, who
published her harrowing autobiography
“One Woman, Five Lives, Five Countries”
in 1998 and has been struggling to produce
a film about her life, or any Holodomor
documentary, ever since.

Ms. Dallas also contributed to the project, traveling with the film crew to shoot
scenes and record testimony in her native
village of Kamiana Balka on the edge of
the Odesa and Mykolayiv oblasts, which
was devastated by the Holodomor and
hasn’t recovered.
“One survivor told us she had been beaten down so much by everything that she
just wanted to die,” said Mr. Leigh, who
interviewed survivors in the Kyiv,
Mykolayiv and Kharkiv oblasts.
“After our interview, she wanted to hang
herself and said ‘I’m just done with my
life,’ and she was 86. That’s heartbreaking.”
Another survivor described how as a girl
she was chased by a man who wanted to
kill her.
No more than a handful of Holodomor
films have been produced in the 75 years
since the genocide.
The first documentaries emerged in
Canada in 1983, the 50th anniversary of the
Holodomor.
Montreal resident Taras Hukalo produced “Ten Million Victims: Ukraine
1933,” a 30-minute film broadcast on
Quebec public television.
Canadians Slavko Nowytski and Yurij
Luhovy released “Harvest of Despair,” a
53-minute documentary supported by the
Ukrainian Famine Research Committee of
Canada that received an Academy Award
nomination.
It was broadcast in September 1986 on
national public television in the U.S. on a
special edition on William F. Buckley’s
Firing Line.
No widely distributed documentary on
the Holodomor has been filmed since
Ukrainian independence.
“It seemed we needed to embark on the
production of a feature-length documentary
film,” Mr. Leigh said, referring to Ms.
Tomkiw. “I think we both realized the time
had come to finally allow all those souls
who perished or were murdered, to be
heard.”

Hewko speaks on democracy
and economic growth at Penn State
UNIVERSITY PARK, Pa. – John
Hewko, vice president for compact development for the Millenium Challenge
Corporation, recently delivered an address
titled, “Millennium Challenge Corporation:
Promoting Democracy and Economic
Growth in Developing Countries,” at Penn
State’s University Park campus.
Mr. Hewko’s talk on April 17 was part of
a speaker series sponsored by the Woskob
Ukraine New Century Fund in the College
of Agricultural Sciences.
The Millennium Challenge Corporation
is a U.S. government corporation designed
to work with some of the poorest countries
in the world. Established in January 2004,
MCC is based on the principle that aid is
most effective when it reinforces good
governance, economic freedom and
investments in people.
MCC’s mission is to reduce global poverty by promoting sustainable economic
growth through investments in areas such as
transportation, water and industrial infrastructure, agriculture, education, private sector development and capacity building.
As MCC vice-president, Mr. Hewko
manages and coordinates all phases of
investment program development with eligible countries, including proposal development, due diligence and design, and compact negotiation.
Prior to joining MCC, he was an international partner with the law firm Baker &
McKenzie, specializing in international cor-

porate transactions in emerging markets.
In 1991 and 1992, Mr. Hewko was executive secretary to the International Advisory
Council to the Ukrainian Parliament. In that
position, he advised various parliamentary
commissions in drafting the initial Ukrainian
laws on foreign investment, anti-competition and corporations. He also assisted the
working group that prepared the initial draft
of the Ukrainian constitution.
Mr. Hewko received his bachelor’s
degree at Hamilton College, his master’s
from Oxford University and his law degree
from Harvard University. He was a visiting
scholar at the Carnegie Endowment for
International Peace in 2001-2002 and for
several years was an adjunct professor at
Georgetown University Law Center.
The Woskob Ukraine New Century Fund
– begun by real estate developers Halyna
and Oleksiy Woskob of State College, Pa. –
supports several other Penn State initiatives,
including the Woskob International
Research in Agriculture program, the
Ukrainian Forest Resources Initiative and
various other faculty and student exchange
programs.
Natives of Ukraine, the Woskobs are
founders and co-owners of State Collegebased A.W. and Sons Enterprises. Since
1963, they have developed numerous real
estate projects in Centre County, including housing for thousands of Penn State
students.

Illya M. Labunka

(From left to right) Producer Marta Tomkiw, director Bobby Leigh and
Holodomor suvivor Eugenia Dallas are producing a 95-minute documentary,
“Holodomor: Ukraine’s Genocide of 1932-33.”
The only other effort at a Holodomor
documentary is reportedly being attempted
by Sergey Bukovsky, a Ukrainian who
directed “Spell Your Name,” a film on the
Holocaust in Ukraine financed by business
tycoon Victor Pinchuk and U.S. film legend
Steven Spielberg.
The film, “Lystopad 7” (November 7), is
reportedly being funded by the Ukraine
3000 International Charity Fund, founded
in 2001 by First Lady of Ukraine Kateryna
Yushchenko.
Mr. Leigh became interested in the
Holodomor when Luba Keske, a vice president at MGM Studios, invited Mr. Leigh
and Ms. Tomkiw to attend a Holodomor
memorial service at the Ukrainian famine
monument in downtown Los Angeles.
Mr. Leigh said his first reaction was sorrow, hurt and shock, which turned to anger.
“I became angry at society, angry at my
government, angry at the educational system, angry at my teachers that I don’t know
about this subject,” Mr. Leigh said. “How
can somebody hide this? This is too big to
hide.”
A self-described history buff, Mr. Leigh
was astonished to learn of such a devastating genocide in the 20th century for the first
time.
“I thought I knew it all,” he said.
Mr. Leigh’s Holodomor documentary
would be the first in his 20-year career in
the entertainment industry that included
producing and touring with rock legends
such as Neil Young, Guns ‘n’ Roses,
Aerosmith and Kiss.
As part of his film experience, Mr. Leigh
has produced numerous low-scale films,
two of which he said premiered at the
Cannes Film Festival in 2006 and 2007.
Mr. Leigh is also currently developing a
teen horror film, “Dying to Meet You,” and
a “teen sex feature film,” according to his
website.

In his research, Mr. Leigh consulted with
Rutgers University professor and Ukrainian
studies expert Dr. Taras Hunczak, Vice
Prime Minister of Humanitarian Affairs
Ivan Vasiunyk, the Institute of National
Memory in Kyiv, and the State Security
Service of Ukraine (SBU).
He reviewed archival documents and
still footage, and “read every cook available
on the Holodomor.”
The Ukraine production team consisted
of 11 Ukrainian crew members, and total
production will involve 25 workers.
“Holodomor: Ukraine’s Genocide of
1932-33” will attempt to shed light on the
political, economic and social aspects of
the genocide as an educational platform so
that such tragedy never repeats itself, Mr.
Leigh said.
A nine-minute version of the featurelength documentary was produced by
Moksha Films and Tomkiw Entertainment
and can be viewed at: www.holodomorthemovie.com.
Associate producer Maya Lew said the
crew hopes to raise about $50,000 a month
this summer to support the film.
The 95-minute feature-length version is
planned in the Ukrainian language with
English subtitles.
The world premiere is scheduled for
November 2008 in Kyiv to coincide with
state ceremonies to commemorate the 75th
anniversary of the Holodomor throughout
Ukraine.
Following the Kyiv screening, the documentary will be released throughout
Ukraine and the U.S. eventually, depending
on the distribution company’s schedule, Mr.
Leigh said.
“We are going to finish this film, and we
are going to make it for those who starved
and those who are starving to this day without any money and eating only what they
grow,” he said.

30 dead...

The government also said it plans to pay
a total of about $30 million in compensation
to those affected by the flood – $20,000 to
each of the victims’ families, $1,000 to families whose apartment buildings were
destroyed, and $500 to evacuated families
whose homes need at least partial repair.
Additionally, the Ministry of Labor and
Social Policy opened an account for charitable donations, into which foreign citizens
and organizations can donate contributions
for disaster relief.
The flooding also hit neighboring
Romania, where at least five people died as
a result of the disaster in the northern
regions of the country.

(Continued from page 1)
passed a bill adding about $155 billion to
what they called a “road fund,” which
would go to the reconstruction and restoration of the region’s infrastructure.
The Yulia Tymoshenko bloc collected the
required 150 votes to hold a special session
of parliament on in order to approve the
amendments to the state budget.
“The natural disaster that has hit the
western regions or our country needs an
urgent consolidation of all branches of
power to more quickly overcome its consequences,” the faction said in a statement.
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“Do they serve Molson in Kyiv?” Canadians return to the homeland to work
By Yarema Belej
PARSIPPANY, N.J. – It has become a
much more common occurrence for
young adults to move to Ukraine and
work for a year or two before returning to
North America to pursue a career.
Two Canadians that have taken advantage of being fluent in Ukrainian to gain
experience within the growing economy
of Ukraine include Danylo Spolsky and
Alex Hetmanczuk. There they experienced a different working environment
with their ancestral home as a backdrop.
Mr. Spolsky has been living in Kyiv
for almost a year and hopes to stay there
for another year. He worked for 6 months
at the Kyiv Post, an English-language
business weekly, and now works at Alfa
Capital, an investment bank.
Mr. Hetmanczuk worked for the
Canadian International Development
Agency in the Zakarpattia region for
eight months.
“It’s a positive experience working in
Ukraine,” said Mr. Hetmanczuk, a sentiment echoed by Mr. Spolsky; “it’s been a

Patriarch...
(Continued from page 1)
overlooking the Dnipro River. Religious
observers said Bartholomew I’s visit will
likely lead to two developments within
the Ukrainian Orthodox Church – the
Ukrainian Orthodox Church-Kyiv
Patriarchate gaining canonical status by
integrating with the Constantinople
Patriarchate, or creating a new church
structure uniting the Ukrainian Orthodox
Church.
In the first scenario, observers discussed the possibility of Patriarch Filaret
assuming the position of Kyiv metropolitan within the Constantinople Patriarchate.
“For Filaret, the best option is to renounce
the Patriarchy,” said Anatolii Babynskyi,
an editor at the Religious Information
Service of Ukraine (RISU). “Then he can
communicate as a metropolitan, which he
was earlier.”
Creating a new structure in Ukraine
appears remote, particularly because most
followers of the Moscow Patriarchate,
Ukraine’s largest religious organization
with 7,755 churches, are loyal to Moscow.
Patriarchs Aleksey II and Bartholomew
I met the evening of July 27 at Kyiv’s
Caves Monastery, after which Moscow
Patriarchate spokesman Metropolitan
Kyrylo announced separating the
Ukrainian Orthodox Church from the
Moscow Patriarchate was not even on
their agenda.
Despite his support for a single
Ukrainian Orthodox Church and Ukraine
as canonical territory of Constantinople,
Bartholomew I stated decisions on the
future of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church
would be made jointly with the Russian
Orthodox Church Patriarch.
Furthermore, Constantinople is not
ready to bring a single Ukrainian
Orthodox Church under its fold, he said.
Most Kyiv residents only learned of
Bartholomew I’s visit a week in advance,
when posters and billboards began
springing up throughout the city depicti n g t h e P a t r i a r c h a l o n g s i d e M r.
Yushchenko, with the words, “The 1020th
anniversary of the baptism of Kyiv-Rus.
Ukraine Welcomes His All Holiness
Patriach Bartholomew.”

very positive experience. I don’t think
that back in Toronto I could have found a
job working at an investment bank my
first year out of university with an arts
degree, or as an editor for a premier business weekly.”
Although their impressions were similar, their jobs were very different. Mr.
Spolsky worked as a business editor for
the Kyiv Post where his main task was
directing the young journalists down the
right path of journalistic integrity and thoroughness. Subsequently, his work at Alfa
Capital has been a more traditional office
job working within an investment bank.
Mr. Hetmanczuk’s responsibilities
were focused on prioritizing operational
goals and creating strategic actions for
each of the five priorities that were developed for the Zakarpattia Strategic Plan
until 2015. This involved working with
government officials, NGOs, and civil
society.
Working in Ukraine allowed both gentlemen to experience Ukraine from a cultural and historical perspective when not

in the office. Traveling to all sections of
Ukraine, skiing, camping, attending soccer games and sightseeing were all pursued by these young men. Furthermore,
both volunteered with the Help Us Help
the Children charity.
However, there are differences in the
working and cultural environments to
those of Canada or the U.S., Mr.
Hetmanczuk explained. “The working
day is a lot more relaxed, projects take a
lot more energy to get started or continue.
However, you do have the opportunity to
get involved in many more things.”
Also, there are systemic hurdles as
well. “Once you look past the absurdities
of living in a society permeated with lingering Soviet legacies,” said Mr. Spolsky,
“there is little difference between Kyiv
and Toronto. I have everything I need,
from family and friends to a normal
apartment, to shopping and everything in
between.”
Being foreign workers did not stand in
their way as they were welcomed and
embraced by the Ukrainian professional

and social community. They had no problems finding things to do and people to
connect with. Mr. Spolsky perhaps had
the upper hand since his work put him in
the country’s capital.
“There’s a huge community of expatriots here in Kyiv and it’s constantly
growing,” said Mr. Spolsky. They often
gather at “cultural events, bars, beer gardens, embassy pub nights, sporting events
and concerts.”
Both gentlemen beamed about their
experience and what it has taught them
about their ancestry and roots. They say
that they would return in a heartbeat and
encourage other young members of the
diaspora to take the opportunity to work
in Ukraine.
Mr. Spolsky advised people attempting
a similar path that “it’s a good opportunity to advance your career, to gain
extremely valuable work experience in an
emerging market.” Perhaps soon many
resumes will include stints within the
growing companies and agencies of
Ukraine.

At the time, most Ukrainians had no
idea who Bartholomew I was and why he
was visiting Kyiv.
In the week preceding the visit, the
Presidential Secretariat made
Bartholomew I’s visit the highest priority,
giving it the maximum attention on stateowned media and offering the best
accommodations, including Mercedes
jeeps and cars, for the Patriarch and his
entourage.
More than 7,000 police officers were
assigned to a security effort that doubled
what was designated to guard U.S.
President George W. Bush in April, government officials said.
Though not as well-recognized as
Bush, Patriarch Bartholomew I survived
grenade attacks, as well as an alleged
assassination plot by Turkish nationalists
that was discovered by Turkish law
enforcement authorities in June 2007.
Taking precautions employed during
Bush’s visit, Ukrainian security officials
urged citizens to avoid standing on balconies, peering through windows or pointing
gadgets such as cameras in the Patriarch’s
direction.
In a rare gesture revealing the high priority the Ukrainian president gave the
visit, Mr. Yushchenko made sure he was
the first person to greet Patriarch
Bartholomew I for his arrival in Kyiv.
Among the others greeting him were
former President Leonid Kravchuk,
National Security and Defense Council
Chair Raisa Bohatyriova, Parliamentary
Chair Arseniy Yatsenyuk and Ukrainian
Orthodox Church – Moscow Patriarchate
Metropolitan Volodymyr Sabodan, who
revealed his failing health.
Thousands of Ukrainians lined the
highway from the airport to Kyiv’s city
center to welcome the Constantinople
Patriarch’s arrival.
Reflecting the highly political and
potentially volatile nature of the two patriarchs’ visit, clergy representing Ukrainian
Orthodox Church – Kyiv Patriarchate and
Ukrainian Autocephalous Orthodox
Church abstained from participating in
any of the weekend’s events on a formal
basis.
Ahead of Patriarch Aleksey II’s July 26
arrival in Kyiv, the Russian Orthodox

Church specifically asked the Ukrainian
leadership to prohibit any representatives
of the “schismatic churches” in Ukraine
from attending the weekend’s events and
ceremonies.
Ukrainian Catholic Church Major
Archbishop Lubomyr Husar attended the
Divine Liturgy the morning of July 26 at
St. Michael’s Square, but was noticeably
absent once Patriarch Aleksey II arrived
later that day.
Leaders from throughout the Eastern
Orthodox world attended the visit, despite
news reports that the Russian Orthodox
Church sent letters to the other patriarchates discouraging their leaders from
attending.
Among those choosing to attend were
Bulgarian Orthodox Church Patriarch
Maksym, Greek Orthodox Church
Archbishop Ieronim and Albanian
Orthodox Church Archbishop Anastasios.
A l o n g s i d e M r. Yu s h c h e n k o ,
Metropolitan Volodymyr Sabodan of the
Moscow Patriarchate and other government leaders, Patriarch Bartholomew I led
a moleben to honor the 1020-year anniversary of the Christening of Kyiv-Rus at
the Caves Monastery, a mobelen commemorating the victims of the Holodomor
at the Famine-Genocide Memorial at St.
Michael’s Square, and Divine Liturgies at
St. Sophia Cathedral on July 25 and St.
Michael’s Square the next morning outdoors.
Under a scorching sun, more than
15,000 Orthodox faithful attended the
Sunday morning liturgy at Volodymyrskyi
Hill, which was led by both patriarchs.
Noticing the vast attention given to
Patriarch Bartholomew’s visit, leaders and
supporters of the Ukrainian Orthodox
Church – Moscow Patriarchate saw the
need to launch their own public relations
campaign.
They responded to the barrage of
Bartholomew billboards with their own,
which read “Kyiv Welcomes Its
Patriarch,” plastering the image of
Aleksey II throughout the capital.
When Patriarch Aleksey II arrived in
Kyiv the evening of July 26, those organizing his welcome blocked from his view
a billboard of Patriarch Bartholomew I at
the airport terminal.

The entourage greeting the Russian
Patriarch included opposition leader
Viktor Yanukovych, Russian Ambassador
to Ukraine Viktor Chernomyrdin and
Party of the Regions of Ukraine Kyiv
Organization Chair Vasyl Horbal, as well
as Ukrainian church leaders.
Ukraine’s biggest newspaper, the proRussian daily Segodnya, downplayed support for Patriarch Bartholomew I, claiming most of the 10,000 worshippers at the
July 26 Divine Liturgy were in fact cadets
and officers, as well as Western
Ukrainians who were bussed in.
At a July 26 evening concert held on
Khreschatyk in support of Patriarch
Aleksey II’s visit, Russian pop star Yurii
Shevchuk joined a Russian Orthodox
Church Metropolitan Cyril in chanting,
“Russia, Ukraine, Belarus is Holy Rus!”
Most Ukrainians who support the
Moscow Patriarchate believe in a spiritual
and political union between Russia,
Ukraine and Belarus, the three modern
nations that descended from ancient Rus.
They dismiss attempts to form a
Ukrainian Orthodox Church separate from
Moscow as sacrilege meant to play into
the hands of the American interests.
“The current Ukrainian government
has separated itself from its people,” said
Archbishop Ionafan of the Ukrainian
Orthodox Church—Moscow Patriarchate.
“It doesn’t want to listen to its Orthodox
people. It’s carrying out an American
command – divide and conquer!”
With Bartholomew I’s visit, Mr.
Yushchenko drew closer to his goal of
achieving canonical status for the
Ukrainian Orthodox Church, possibly
under Constantinople’s jurisdiction, said
Vadym Karasiov, a political insider who
has consulted the Presidential Secretariat.
At the same time, the visit marked a
significant escalation in the battle for
canonical territory between Moscow and
Constantinople, Mr. Karasiov said.
As a result, Ukraine could eventually
mirror Estonia and have two canonical
Orthodox Churches: one led by Moscow,
the other led by Constantinople.
A Kyiv-Constantinople axis could
establish a new center for European
Orthodoxy that would rival Russian
Orthodoxy, Mr. Karasiov said.
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President, PM lock...
(Continued from page 2)
Earlier this year, Ms. Tymoshenko had
unsuccessfully tried to banish
RosUkrEnergo – the monopoly supplier
of Gazprom’s gas to Ukraine since 2006
– from the Ukrainian market. Her government also withdrew from the contract
to develop oil and gas resources in the
Black Sea with a subsidiary of the U.S.
company Vanco. Ms. Tymoshenko insisted that the corrupt interests of previous
Ukrainian governments were behind the
two projects.
The prime minister apparently believes
that the contracts with Pryvat were intended to give that company full control over
the Odesa-Brody pipeline for many years
to come. According to National Deputy
S e r h i i P a s h y n s k y i o f t h e Yu l i a
Tymoshenko Bloc, who sits on the
Parliament’s Energy Committee, Pryvat
would have taken Odesa-Brody under its
control for a 14-year term, had the contracts with Milbert Ventures been signed.
The Russians also are unhappy. Sources
at LUKoil and TNK said that they had not
been notified of Kyiv’s immediate intention to start pumping Caspian oil through
the Odesa-Brody pipeline (Kommersant

GUAM's Batumi...
(Continued from page 2)
cept of a Eurasian “Arc of Prosperity,”
presumably designed to leapfrog China
and Russia along their southern and
southwestern perimeters.
Within the European Union, an informal Group of GUAM’s Friends has quietly taken shape in recent months. The
EU itself, however, keeps a careful distance. It avoids sending any officials
from Brussels to GUAM summits and
other GUAM events, without clarifying
the reasons behind this policy. The cold
shoulder adds to the disappointments
over the EU’s unfulfilled Silk Road projects and the inadequacies of its
Neighborhood Policy, as well as its confused stance on the protracted conflicts,
and the lack of a European energy policy
in the GUAM region.
The Batumi declaration alludes to the
North Atlantic Treaty Organization
(NATO) membership aspirations of
Georgia and Ukraine. The document stipulates that GUAM “respects and supports
GUAM member-states’ freedom of
choice of such a system of ensuring their
national security that would fully correspond to their national interest” (Summit
communiqué, July 1).
Some of the earlier GUAM documents
used to refer to NATO partnerships
directly, not cryptically as is now the
case. GUAM was not shy about meeting
on the sidelines of a NATO summit,
Azerbaijan used to be a declared NATO
aspirant (along with Ukraine and
Georgia), and Moldova could be flexible
about its official neutrality. NATO, however, did not rush through the window of
opportunity while this was wide open.
As a group, GUAM intends in the
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Ukraine, July 18). Russian Deputy Prime
Minister Igor Sechin expressed concern
over the plans, saying that the affected
Russian companies would have to seek
other routes for delivering their oil to EU
countries (Interfax-Ukraine, July 21).
Pryvat was among Ms. Tymoshenko’s
allies in 2005-2006, when rival Ukrainian
tycoons such as Victor Pinchuk and
Konstantin Grigorishin voiced suspicions
that Ms. Tymoshenko was backing Pryvat
in property disputes with them. Igor
Kolomoisky, the informal leader of Pryvat,
admitted that his and Ms. Tymoshenko’s
interests “coincided” at that time. Later
on, however, Pryvat fell out with Ms.
Tymoshenko, and she accused Pryvat of
foul play on the energy market (Channel 5
TV, March 28).
In one of his most recent interviews,
Mr. Kolomoisky said that he would back
President Yushchenko’s re-election bid
against Ms. Tymoshenko’s possible candidacy, and that he would consider leaving Ukraine if she became president
(Ukrayinska Pravda, March 28, April 2).
The article above is reprinted from
Eurasia Daily Monitor with permission
from its publisher, the Jamestown
Foundation, www.jamestown.org.

months ahead to mobilize international
political and diplomatic support for dealing with the secessionist conflicts. This
was GUAM’s original raison d’etre, supplemented in due course by the energy
transit agenda, which, however, languishes in the EU.
At the Batumi summit, Azerbaijan
handed over the GUAM chairmanship to
Georgia with a recommendation to adopt
a program of joint action in international
organizations toward resolution of the
conflicts. Azerbaijan described such initiatives as GUAM’s “defining factor” in
its concluding report (Ministry of Foreign
Affairs of Azerbaijan, “Report on GUAM
during the Azerbaijani Chairmanship,”
July 2008).
In March and May of this year, the
GUAM countries succeeded for the first
time as a group in pushing favorable resolutions on the conflicts through the
United Nations General Assembly.
Although adopted by narrow margins, the
resolutions condemned the secessions
and ethnic cleansing perpetrated on the
territories of Azerbaijan and Georgia. A
wide-ranging, jointly drafted GUAM resolution is now pending.
GUAM countries are being held
together by the need to deal with externally supported secessionist conflicts, or,
in Ukraine’s case, to defuse this potential,
and remove foreign forces from their territories. This remains the four countries’
overarching interest, beyond discrepancies in their attitudes toward Russia,
NATO, the pace of internal reforms, or
their positions in the energy supply chain.
The article above is reprinted from
Eurasia Daily Monitor with permission
from its publisher, the Jamestown
Foundation, www.jamestown.org.
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Dear Readers!
The Ukrainian Weekly is
accepting greetings on the
occasion of the

17th Anniversary
of the

Independence of Ukraine
We invite individuals, organizations and businesses
to show their pride and support for those individuals
who through personal dedication and sacrifice have
secured a free and independent Ukraine.
Special Rates
1/8 page – $50
1/4 page – $ 100

1/2 page – $200
1 page – $400

Please send your greetings, address and
telephone number by August 15, 2008, to:
The Ukrainian Weekly
15th Anniversary Greetings
2200 Rt. 10
PO Box 280
Parsippany, NJ 07054
Tel.: (973) 292-9800 ext. 3040
e-mail adukr@optonline.net
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Ukrainian Diaspora...
(Continued from page 11)
long set of Ukrainian folk music in one of
Lviv’s oldest churches, the beautiful
Dominican Cathedral. The events of the
night of June 20 were no less impressive,
with several groups staging recitals in the
organ hall of the Roman Catholic Church of
St. Mary Magdalene. In “Art-Maydan”
three female students from Belarus gave an
incredibly moving dramatic-choral performance titled “Holodomor”; and in
“Ukrainian Song,” an ethnic Ukrainian
choir from Karelia in the Russian
Federation, sang a wide range of contemporary and older Ukrainian songs and told
about their efforts to maintain and nurture
Ukrainian identity in a predominantly
Muslim and Russian region.
At the conclusion of the congress, section
heads presented the resolutions of their
respective sessions to a packed hall at the
main campus of LPNU. After reiterating

Ukrainian Orthodox...
(Continued from page 5)
domes, that adorn the exterior of the chapel building; and to Deacon and Mrs.
Mahlay for their dedicated efforts in organizing the consecration celebration.
In his remarks, the primate of the
Church, Metropolitan Constantine,
reflected upon the life and humility of Mr.
Tychonia, who was his spiritual child
when he served as pastor of St. Nicholas
Parish in Troy. He would have been
extremely proud of what his life’s work
had accomplished in the building of this
home of worship, said the metropolitan,
adding that Mr. Tychonia’s deed which
will affect the lives of countless faithful
for generations to come. The Metropolitan

No. 31
points regarding the strengthening of statediaspora relations in the economic, social
and cultural spheres, and adding some
appreciative acknowledgments, Ms.
Klutchkovska stated that the resolutions of
the congress would be sent to the Verkhovna
Rada, President Viktor Yushchenko and
Prime Minister Yulia Tymoshenko.
“Today there are up to 20 million
Ukrainians living beyond Ukraine’s borders,
and this potential is being utterly neglected,”
stated the congress organizer. “The resolutions of this congress address this neglect
and hopefully will prompt the Ukrainian
state to re-evaluate the role of the diaspora
around the world as resource, partner and
potential investor.”
The first diaspora conference was held
by the IIECDR in 2006; it grew into a congress as a result of the hard work, long
hours, and desire for collaborative work of
the IIECDR team. The congress is now set
to continue on an annual basis through
2010.

called all present to rededicate themselves
to supporting of the camp ministry and to
send their children to participate in the
various programs held at All Saints Camp.
Many of those present were visiting the
camp for the first time and they were
urged to carry the joy of the day’s events
to their home parishes.
Both Archbishop Antony and Bishop
Daniel personally greeted each person
present at the consecration of the chapel,
as they approached to venerate the cross
at the conclusion of the services.
Following the liturgical services a luncheon was held in the camp pavilion, followed by a beautiful concert presented by
the Kobzari Ensemble of the Ukrainian
Bandurist Chorus and the Kyiv Dance
Ensemble of Pittsburgh.
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OUT AND ABOUT
August 8		
Jewett, NY 		
				

Children’s recital, directed by Anna Bachynsky,
Music and Art Center of Greene County, 		
518-989-6479

August 9		
Bloomingdale, IL

Summer fest, featuring Ephyra, St Andrew
Ukrainian Orthodox Church, 630-351-0594

August 13-17		
Emlenton, PA 		
				

Ukrainian sacred music course, Ukrainian Banduist
Chorus, All Saints Camp, 734-658-6452 or 		
440-582-1051

August 14-17		
Rochester, NY 		

Ukrainian Festival, St. Josephat’s Ukrainian
Orthodox Church, 585-266-2255

August 16		
Jewett, NY 		
				

Recital by bass-baritone Taras Kulish, accompanied
by Volodymyr Vynnytsky, Music and Art Center of
Greene County, 518-989-6479

August 17		
Jewett, NY 		

Concert and Exhibit, “Beauty and the Bees,” Music
and Art Center of Greene County, 518-989-6479

August 17		
Silver Spring, MD

“Dante’s Inferno” in Ukrainian translation, Holy
Trinity Ukrainian Catholic Church, 301-230-2149

August 18		
East Meadow, NY

Ukrainian American Night, Eisenhower Park,
516-503-1569

August 19		
Toronto		
				
				

Ukrainian Independence Day golf tournament,
Canada-Ukraine Chamber of Commerce, Royal 		
Woodbine Golf and Country Club, 			
416-868-1079 ext. 223

August 22		
Perry Hall, MD		
				

Crab feast, Baltimore Ukrainian Festival
Committee, St. Joseph Parish Fullerton, 		
410-591-7566

August 23		
Toms River, NJ
				

Ukrainian Festival, featuring live music, St.
Stephen Ukrainian Catholic Church, 732-505-6053
or aphinagor@hotmail.com

August 23		

Ukrainian Festival, Ukrainian Heritage Club of

Davis, CA 		
				

Northern California, Veterans Center Theater and
Hall, 916-482-4706

August 24		
San Francisco

Ukrainian Day, Golden Gate Park, 650-363-1476

August 24		
Horsham, PA 		

Ukrainian Independence Day, Ukrainian American
Club Tryzub, 215-343-5412

Entries in “Out and About” are listed free of charge. Priority is given to
events advertised in The Ukrainian Weekly. However, we also welcome
submissions from all our readers. Items will be published at the discretion of the editors and as space allows; photos will be considered. Please
note: items will be printed a maximum of two times each. Please send
e-mail to mdubas@ukrweekly.com.

An open invitation to local community activists
Would you like fellow Ukrainians to know about events in your community?
Would you like to become one of The Ukrainian Weekly’s correspondents?
Then what are you waiting for?
The Ukrainian Weekly welcomes submissions from local community activists.
You may reach The Weekly by phone, (973) 292-9800; fax, (973) 644-9510;
e-mail, staff@ukrweekly.com; or mail, 2200 Route 10, P.O. Box 280,
Parsippany, NJ 07054.

RE: QUESTIONS TO THE EDITORS
Dear Readers:
When sending letters seeking replies from editors, readers should include
either a daytime phone number or an e-mail address so that we may answer
your queries in a most efficient matter.
Thank you in advance for your cooperation.
– The Ukrainian Weekly editorial staff
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Soyuzivka’s Datebook
August 3 - 16 – Roma Pryma 		
Bohachevsky Dance Camp session 2
August 9 – Exhibit: Rem
Bahautdyn – paintings

August 16 – Roma Pryma 		
Bohachevsky Dance Camp 2
recital – 2 p.m.
August 9 – Zabava with Fata
Morgana

August 9 – Zabava with Tempo
August 9 – Crowning of Miss
Soyuzivka 2009 at midnight

August 17 - 23 – Joseph’s School of
Dance (Ballroom Dance Camp)
August 23 – Ballroom Dance recital

August 9 -16 – Club Suzie-Q Week –
25th Anniversary

August 25 - September 1 – Labor
Day Week

August 15 – Pete & Vlod at the Tiki
Bar

To book a room or event call: (845) 626-5641, ext. 140
216 Foordmore Road P.O. Box 529
Kerhonkson, NY 12446
E-mail: Soyuzivka@aol.com
Website: www.Soyuzivka.com
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PREVIEW OF EVENTS
Friday, August 22
WILDWOOD CREST, N.J.: The
Khmelnychenky Plast fraternity is sponsoring an all-ages dance at the Wildwood
Crest Pier Recreation Center, across the
street from the Pan Am Hotel. Doors open
at 7 p.m. with dance music at 7-8 p.m. The
“Party Ptashat” kids’ dance will be held at
8-9:30 p.m. hosted by MC Bratchyk
Levko. The teen “Club Crest” “vechirka”
will begin at 10 p.m. Admission: kids and
students, $5; adults age 23 and over, $10.
Proceeds go toward Plast camps; donations will be accepted. For information and
suggestions, contact Adrian Horodecky,
adrian@telligys.com, or log on to www.
xmel.org.
Saturday, August 23, 		
and Sunday, August 24
CHICAGO, Ill.: The Ukrainian Congress
Committee of America, Illinois Division
presents Ukrainian Festival 2008,
Chicago’s Smith Park, 2500 W. Grand
Avenue (corner N. Campbell St.) from
noon to 10 pm both days. The Largest
Ukrainian Festival in the Mid-West.
Festivities include Ukrainian food, crafts,
music, dancing and much more. Pony rides
and children’s attractions add to the entertainment for the whole family, plus performers from Ukraine and local talent.
Dancing groups will perform Sunday afternoon. Celebration of Ukraine’s Declaration
of Independence will begin on Sunday at
1:30 pm. For more information contact
Pavlo T. Bandriwsky at 773-772-4500.
Saturday, August 23

Florida – West Coast – Englewood
Brand new home available • Built 2006 • 2050 sq. ft.
3 bedrooms, 2 baths • 2-car garage • Covered pool
Landscaped • Never occupied • “Z pid holky”
Back to golf course • Short distance to shore
Near Ukrainian Church in North Port
Price negotiable • Offers considered
Contact: Dr. Ihor Kunasz
(520) 548-0139 • ihor.kunasz@comcast.net
Email photos available upon request

Being Ukrainian means:
o Malanka in January.
o Deb in February.
o Sviato Vesny or Zlet in May.
o Soyuzivka’s Ukrainian Cultural Festival in July.
o “Uke Week” at Wildwood in August.
o Back to Ukrainian school in September.
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HORSHAM, Pa.: The Ukrainian
American Sport Center Tryzub, will host
the 17th annual Ukrainian Independence
Day Folk Festival at Tryzubivka, County
Line and Lower State roads. Doors open at
noon. The festival show beings at 1:30
p.m. Headliners are: The Syzokryli
Ukrainian Folk Dance Ensemble (New
York City), Voloshky Ukrainian Dance
Ensemble (Philadelphia), Luna Band (New
Jersey) and Svitanya Eastern European

Women’s Vocal Ensemble (Philadelphia).
A dance (zabava) to the music of Luna
will follow the stage show at 4:30 p.m.
Ukrainian foods and baked goods, picnic
fare and cool refreshments will be plentiful. Vendors are welcome. An arts and
crafts bazaar and a children’s fun area will
be open all day. Admission: $15; children
under age 13, free; free parking. Proceeds
benefit youth soccer and cultural and community programs. For further information
call 215-343-5412 or log on to www.
tryzub.com.
Jenkintown, Pa.: The Gala Concert
of the 17th Anniversary of the
Independence of Ukraine will be Held at
the Ukrainian Educational and Cultural
Center, 700 Cedar Rd., Jenkintown, PA
19046. The concert will begin at 5:00 p.m.
featuring: Dr. Orest Popovych, keynote
speaker; the Ukrainian Male Chorus
Prometheus; the Youth Chorus of the
Ukrainian Baptist Church; Chamber
Chorus Akkolada; and the Voloshky
Ukrainian Dance Ensemble. At 4:00 p.m.,
before the beginning of the above concert,
a film of the 16th anniversary of the
Independence of Ukraine, filmed in Kyiv
in August 2007, will be shown. Admission
to the concert is $10 (Free for children and
students). Additional information may be
obtained by telephone: 215-663-1166.
Saturday, August 30
KERHONKSON, N.Y.: The 52nd annual
swimming championships of the Ukrainian
Sports Federation of the U.S.A. and
Canada (USCAK) will take place at
Soyuzivka. Warm-up is at 9 a.m.; the meet
begins at 10 a.m. Prizes for first, second
and third places in all events and the team
trophy are funded by the Ukrainian
National Association. The registration fee
of $10 per swimmer must be paid by
August 20; there will be no poolside registration. Send checks payable to Ukrainian
Sports Federation to: Marika Bokalo. 641
Evergreen Parkway, Union, NJ 07083. For
information call Ms. Bokalo, 908-51-0617
or log on to www.soyuzivka.com.

PREVIEW OF EVENTS GUIDELINES:
Preview of Events is a listing of Ukrainian community events open to the public.
It is a service provided at minimal cost ($20 per submission) by The Ukrainian
Weekly to the Ukrainian community.
To have an event listed in Preview of Events please send information, in English,
written in Preview format, i.e., in a brief paragraph that includes the date, place,
type of event, sponsor, admission, full names of persons and/or organizations
involved, and a phone number to be published for readers who may require additional information. Items should be no more than 100 words long.
Preview items must be received no later than one week before the desired date of
publication. Items will be published only once, unless otherwise indicated. Please
include payment for each time the item is to appear and indicate date(s) of issue(s) in
which the item is to be published. Also, senders are asked to include the phone number of a person who may be contacted by The Weekly during daytime hours, as well
as their complete mailing address.
Information should be sent to: Preview of Events, The Ukrainian Weekly, 2200
Route 10, P.O. Box 280, Parsippany, NJ 07054; fax, 973-644-9510; e-mail, preview@
ukrweekly.com.

o Morskyi Bal in New Jersey in November.
o Koliada in December.
o A subscription to The Ukrainian Weekly.

To all members of UNA Branch 102
As of August 1, 2008, the secretary’s duties of Branch 102 were assumed by
Dr. Zenon Holubec.
We ask all members of this branch to direct all correspondence regarding
membership and insurance to the address listed below:
				

				
				
				
				

Dr. Zenon M. Holubec
5566 Pearl Road
Parma, OH 44129
(440) 888-9995

