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Experts foresee a nasty campaign Canada-Ukraine Chamber of Commerce
in Ukraine’s presidential election announces re-opening of its Kyiv office
by Zenon Zawada
Kyiv Press Bureau

KYIV – Corruption promises to taint the
upcoming presidential vote, which in the
view of political players and observers will
be no less nasty and vicious than prior elections, and could threaten Ukrainian statehood.
“It will be a campaign of smears, and
there’s the threat that they will drown the
country in this campaign,” Verkhovna Rada
Chair Volodymyr Lytvyn said in an April 29
interview with a pro-Russian newspaper.
“The politicians will swim away in any
case. They are in reliable boats. But the people will swallow water, like always. Leading
up to the elections and afterwards, the disappointment will be colossal,” he added.
Opposition leader Viktor Yanukovych of
the Party of Regions of Ukraine (PRU)
enjoys the most support at 28 percent,
according to a poll released on April 14 by
the Research & Branding Group in Kyiv.
Mr. Yanukovych would defeat either
Prime Minister Yulia Tymoshenko or former
Verkhovna Rada Chair Arseniy Yatsenyuk
in a second round run-off, the poll said.
As of May 7, the Constitutional Court
had yet to rule on whether the election
would be held on October 25, as supported
by Ukraine’s Parliament, or on January 17,
2010, the date preferred by President Viktor
Yushchenko.
The presidential campaign is supposed to
be conducted during a six-month period,
and the lack of a ruling is already a destabilizing factor, said Oleh Soskin, director of
the Institute of Society Transformation in

Kyiv, which is financed by private clients.
“The chaos has already begun,” he
said. “The court has yet to rule on a date.
If the election is October, then the election campaign was to begin already. But
everyone’s quiet.”
Observers compared the present silence
on the presidential election to the quiet
before an impending storm.
Politicians are already huddled behind
closed doors, mapping out election scenarios
and hatching fraudulent schemes, said Ivan
Lozowy, a graduate of New York University
Law School and veteran Kyiv political
observer. “At this moment, there are people
sitting down, working up strategies and tactics to manipulate voters, steal and buy votes,
and develop new techniques,” he said.
Just as the violence and vote fraud in the
April 2004 election in Mukachiv was a dress
rehearsal for that year’s presidential election,
the March 15 vote for the Ternopil Oblast
Council offered a preview of what to expect
in the presidential vote, observers said.
Ukraine’s politicians are keeping some
of their old tactics, abandoning the more flagrant acts of violence, and adopting more
sophisticated, behind-the-scenes fraud,
observers said.
For example, politicians led by Vasyl
Derevlianyi of the Yulia Tymoshenko Bloc
(YTB) parked their cars to block trucks
from delivering freshly printed voting ballots from a local printer, a classic tactic in
Ukrainian elections, Mr. Lozowy said.
Tactics no longer considered acceptable
are government attempts to influence or
(Continued on page 17)

Zenon Zawada

Governor General of Canada Michaelle Jean commends Ukrainian Canadian
businessman Myron Spolsky, founder of Kyiv’s Vesuvio Pizza, for feeding the
public during the 2004 Orange Revolution.
by Zenon Zawada
Kyiv Press Bureau

KYIV – Undaunted by Ukraine’s economic derailment, the Canada-Ukraine
Chamber of Commerce announced on April
24 it will re-open its Kyiv office, already
recruiting 140 dues-paying members.
“We’re in tougher times now, but that’s
when opportunities arise,” said Zenon
Potichny, president of the CanadaUkraine Chamber of Commerce. “Canada
was not hit as hard by the global crisis as
the U.S. and Ukraine.”
Most of the chamber’s members are
small- and medium-sized businesses, he

ANALYSIS: Ukrainian-Russian cultural conflict
by Taras Kuzio
Eurasia Daily Monitor

Discussions over the many conflicts
between Ukraine and Russia have
focused on the more well-known: the
status of the Russian language, unpaid
energy bills and gas pipelines, withdrawal of the Black Sea Fleet, Russia’s
invasion of Georgia, support for
Crimean separatism and future NATO
membership.
What is less widely known is the
undeclared Ukrainian-Russian cultural
war that is as bitter as any other aspect
of the poor state of the bilateral relationship between Ukraine and Russia.
The Ukrainian-Russian cultural war
has significant ramifications in Ukraine
and Russia’s domestic politics, national
identities and geopolitical orientations.
It has long been established that the
language spoken by Ukrainians
(Ukrainian or Russian) and their attitudes towards Russia shaped by their
stance on culture and history influences

the voting patterns of Ukrainians – into
pro-Western and pro-Russian orientations. These orientations then influence
attitudes towards their support for
U k r a i n e ’s i n t e g r a t i o n i n t o t h e
Commonwealth of Independent States
(CIS), NATO and the European Union.
Unlike in the 1990s, Russia under
Vladimir Putin has gone on the offensive in seeking to counter what it sees
as the “Ukrainian nationalist” view of
Ukrainian history and culture that has
been propagated by President Viktor
Yushchenko since his election in
January 2005. Mr. Yushchenko’s active
and personal involvement in reviving
the Ukrainian national memory has
added to the deep-seated antagonism
that Russia’s leaders hold towards him.
The Ukrainian-Russian cultural war
has become acute as a consequence of
the release in April of a new Russian
film about Nikolai Gogol’s fictitious
Kozak leader Taras Bulba. The film
was sponsored by the Russian Ministry

of Culture at a cost of $20 million and
took three years to produce.
The new Taras Bulba film has obvious ideological and geopolitical ramifications. Bulba is portrayed as fighting
“Western enemies” and dies for “the
Orthodox Russian land.” The film’s
director Vladimir Bortko openly admitted that his aim was to increase “proRussian” sympathies within Ukraine
and to propagate the myth that
Ukrainians and Russians belong to one
“narod.” The film unashamedly propagates a pan-Slavic line that has won
praise from Russian nationalist politicians such as Vladimir Zhirinovsky.
“Taras Bulba” opened on April 3 in
Moscow’s Kinoteatr Oktyabr to thunderous applause at Bulba’s “Russian
soul” speech and scenes where Kozaks
expel Poles from Ukraine. The film has
aroused widespread public interest and
criticism, and has already grossed $14
million in Russia and Ukraine (Kyiv
(Continued on page 19)

said, and although only four are Ukrainian
firms, Mr. Potichny said the Chamber
will aim to recruit many more.
“The chamber will enable a way for
Ukrainian and Canadian businessmen to
talk and make deals,” he said.
The Kyiv office is finalizing its official
registration and currently recruiting its
director, he said. Its address is 4 Myzeinyi
Provulok (Museum Lane) at European
Square, where the Embassy of Japan is
also located.
The Canada-Ukraine Chamber of
Commerce first opened a Kyiv office in
1993, but interest in investment dissipated
under former President Leonid Kuchma,
and the office shut down in 1999, Mr.
Potichny said.
S i n c e t h e e l e c t i o n o f Vi k t o r
Yushchenko as president, more members
have been doing business in Ukraine, he
said. In addition to its Toronto headquarters, the chamber will open provincial
branches in other cities, including
Edmonton.
Mr. Potichny made the announcement
at an April 24 meeting between 20 leaders of the Canadian community in Kyiv
and Governor General of Canada
Michaelle Jean, who came to Ukraine for
a four-day state visit.
Canada’s governor general is appointed by the Queen of England, at the
Canadian prime minister’s recommendation, to act as a counterbalance to the
prime minister. The governor general
appoints lieutenant governors, senators
and Supreme Court justices, which are
selected by the prime minister.
Upon arriving at the meeting, Ms. Jean
greeted the leaders of the Canada-Ukraine
Chamber of Commerce, including
President Potichny, Northland Power
Special Projects Director Roman
Sawycky, The New Pathway President
(Continued on page 3)
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Russian president proposes
new “energy balance” in Europe
by Roman Kupchinsky
Eurasia Daily Monitor

During his visit to Helsinki, Finland, on
April 20, Russian President Dmitry
Medvedev outlined a plan that would transform the Energy Charter, a document which
has never been ratified by Russia, “in order
to meet the interests of energy producers and
consumers” (Kommersant, April 21, 2009).
The plan envisions that gas producers and
consumers share a role in energy transit
routes in third countries, and ensure that
these routes are maintained and renovated to
keep them in working order.
The proposal also calls for the creation of
an “energy balance” report to outline the
long-term needs of consumer states in order
for Russia to determine the level of investments needed into its energy sector and
ensure that long-term contracts are met.
The Russian proposal seemed to be
aimed above all at stopping the UkraineEuropean Union agreement reached in
Brussels on March 23, which calls for the
EU to renovate and expand the capacity of
the Ukrainian gas trunk pipeline from the
present through-put capacity of 145 billion
cubic meters of gas annually by 58.6 billion
– without Russian participation. The
Kremlin’s reaction to the agreement was
virulent.
Prime Minister Vladimir Putin lashed out
by asking the far from rhetorical question:
“Nobody asked us if we are ready to transport such quantities [of gas].” He threatened
to raise the price of gas to EU customers if
the agreement is carried out (UNIAN,
March 24, 2009).
But the proposal also appears to be aimed
at Poland through which the Yamal pipeline
sends 20 percent of Russian gas to Germany.

The Polish section of the Yamal pipeline is
operated by EuRoPolGaz, which is 48 percent owned by the Polish company PGNiG,
48 percent by Gazprom and 4 percent by
Gas Trading SA, controlled by the Polish
oligarch Aleksander Gudzowaty, who has
often been suspected of harboring strong
pro-Gazprom views. In June 2006, Krysztof
Glogowsky, the president of the monitoring
group of EuRoPolGaz S.A., accused
Gazprom of attempting to implement a policy of financially weakening EuRoPolGaz in
order to bankrupt the company. According
to PGNiG, Gazprom was doing this in order
to gain control over the Polish section of the
Yamal pipeline (www.intellibriefs.blogspot,
July 12, 2007).
Other transit countries which could be
affected by the Russian plan are Bulgaria,
Belarus, Romania, Slovakia and the Czech
Republic, as well as Hungary and Austria,
which have already signed on to the Russian
South Stream gas pipeline project as transit
countries (European Daily Monitor, June 10,
2008).
Equally likely is that the Russian proposal might only be a test of unity within the
EU. If the EU agrees to the new transit
country proposals, it would hand over to
Gazprom an inordinate influence over pipeline decisions within EU member-countries.
The answer to the Russian proposal came
on April 22 when the European Parliament
approved by a vote of 596 for and 45 against
the “Third Energy Packet” of the EU gas
liberalization legislation, which, according
to many commentators, will block Russia
from achieving its long-standing plan of
gaining control over EU domestic gas distribution pipelines. This would allow Gazprom
(Continued on page 18)

CVU forecasts election
of 6 to 8 parties to Rada
Ukrinform

KYIV – On the basis of its monitoring,
the Committee of Voters of Ukraine
(CVU) says that six to eight political parties would be elected to the Verkhovna
Rada if early parliamentary elections
were to be held this year.
“It is clear that there will be more than
five political parties in the future
Parliament,” CVU Chair Oleksander
Chernenko and his deputy, Vitalii
Teslenko, told a press conference on April
21.
They evaluated the prospects of the
opposition Party of Regions of Ukraine at
3.7 on a five-point scale, those of the
Yulia Tymoshenko Bloc at 3.2 and United

Center at 3. The Communist Party and
the Volodymyr Lytvyn Bloc were each
rated at 2.7 points, while the Svoboda
union, which won the recent elections to
the Ternopil Oblast Council, had 2.4
points.
The Front of Changes, led by Arseniy
Yatsenyuk, was rated at 2.1 points. The
rating of the Our Ukraine People’s Union
was 2, that of the People’s Self-Defense
was 1.6, and Civic Position, led by exMinister of Defense Anatoliy Grytsenko,
was 1.3.
The CVU’s monitoring also revealed
the lack of popularity of the Socialist
Party, the Progressive Socialist Party and
Rukh.

Addendum
In addition to the reported stops during Ukrainian Days in Washington
(April 19), participants were briefed by
Orest Deychakiwsky, policy advisor for
the Commission on Security and
Cooperation in Europe, also known as
the Helsinki Commission. During the
meeting, Mr. Deychakiwsky expounded
on his role in advising members of the
commission and his experience in election observation missions in Moldova,
Ukraine and other republics of the former Soviet Union.
Mr. Deychakiwsky observed that
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Yulia pleased with Russian visit
KYIV – “It is good that cooperation is
improving, and the times when certain
confrontation was felt are becoming a
thing of the past,” Ukraine’s Prime
Minister Yulia Tymoshenko said April 29,
during a meeting with her Russian counterpart, Vladimir Putin. She said the two
countries are moving toward fruitful
cooperation. Ms. Tymoshenko expressed
satisfaction with the results of her visit to
the Russian Federation, as well as with
the results of the sixth meeting of the
intergovernmental committee on economic cooperation of the Ukraine-Russia
Interstate Commission. Speaking during a
press conference following the visit, she
said, “All the tasks set by the government
for the visit to Russia and for the committee meeting have been fulfilled, and we
continue fruitful cooperation.” The prime
minister emphasized that the two parties
managed to settle the question of opening
new and strengthening old commercial
missions on each other’s territory. The
question of technical cooperation in aviation and outer space industries also was
settled. Ms. Tymoshenko paid special
attention to the agreements signed on
cooperation in the field of nuclear fuel
supply to Ukraine in the years 2010-2020
and on completion of two reactors at
Ukraine’s Khmelnytskyi nuclear power
plant. Anoter issue, that of pumping
Russian gas, to be used in winter, into
Ukraine’s underground storage facilities,
was also solved. The prime minister
pointed to the particular importance of
the accord on lifting restrictions on the
volume of natural gas to be bought by
Ukraine from Russia’s Gazprom. “This
year Ukraine will face no sanctions for
taking less gas than contracted,” Ms.
Tymoshenko noted. In the first quarter of
2009 Ukraine used only 2.6 billion cubic
meters of Russian gas, with 5 billion
cubic meters contracted, for which it
could have been fined $1.188 billion
(U.S.). The prime minister also emphasized that “the system of gas deliveries to
Ukraine is stable” and underscored that
Ukraine makes timely payments for
Russian gas supplies. Ukraine invited
Russia to participate in the modernization
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of its gas transportation system (GTS),
Ms. Tymoshenko said, adding, however,
that the GTS should remain in Ukraine’s
ownership. In turn, Mr. Putin said that
Russia lays no claims to the management
of the Ukrainian GTS. (Ukrinform)
Ukrainians in NATO drills in Georgia
KYIV – Five officers of the Ukrainian
Armed Forces will participate in NATO
drills in Georgia. They will leave for
Georgia before May 11, when the active
stage of the drills actually begins, said
Kostiantyn Sadilov of the Ukrainian
Defense Ministry’s press service. He said
that Ukrainian servicemen would leave
for Georgia as military staff personnel,
without any weapons. The NATO-led
exercises Cooperative Longbow 2009 –
Cooperative Lancer 2009, organized
under the alliance’s Partnership for Peace
program, began in Georgia on May 6.
Over 1,000 servicemen from NATO
member- and partner-states are expected
to join the exercises. (Ukrinform)
Holodomor monument in Budapest
KYIV – While in Budapest on April
28-29, Ukrainian President Viktor
Yushchenko took part in the unveiling
ceremony of a monument to victims of
the 1932-1933 Great Famine (Holodomor)
in Ukraine. He expressed gratitude to
Hungary, whose Parliament was the first
in Europe to acknowledge the Holodomor
as genocide of the Ukrainian nation.
(Ukrinform)
Nine miners remain trapped
KYIV – As of May 6, there still was no
information about the fate of the nine
miners trapped underground at the
Novodzerzhinskaya coal mine in the
Donetsk region. The mine is completely
caved in, Coal Industry Minister Viktor
Poltavets said. Rescuers think that five
people are in the long wall that avoided
collapse, but it is difficult to reach that
spot. It is unknown where the other four
miners are. A rockslide occurred at a
depth of 585 meters in the
Novodzerzhinska state-run coal pit on the
(Continued on page 14)
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Ukraine is seeing a movement away from
Russophilism as evidenced by Ukraine’s
reaction to comments made by Russia’s
A m b a s s a d o r t o U k r a i n e Vi k t o r
Chernomyrdin in February 2009. Ukraine
stopped short of expelling the envoy,
which would have further strained
Russian-Ukrainian relations.
Mr. Deychakiwsky advised caution in
dealing with Russia. “In the eagerness of
the new administration to compromise
with Russia, there should be limitations on
what the U.S. is willing to sacrifice,” he
underscored.
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Ukraine’s internal affairs minister scuffles with police in Frankfurt
by Zenon Zawada
Kyiv Press Bureau

KYIV – Ukraine’s top law enforcement
officer, Minister of Internal Affairs Yurii
Lutsenko, became engaged in his latest
public scuffle, this time with police at the
airport in Frankfurt, Germany, where he
and his 19-year-old son Oleksander
attempted to board a plane drunk, local
police reported.
After Lufthansa staff denied them
boarding for a May 4, 6:15 p.m., flight to
Seoul, South Korea, Mr. Lutsenko and his

Anatolii Selivanov, said he believes that,
as a result of the court’s ruling, the president has no grounds for early dissolution
of Parliament. According to Mr.
Selivanov, the Constitutional Court
proved that submitting a candidacy for
prime minister to the president is a right –
but not an obligation – of a newly created
coalition.
At the same time, the president’s representative to the Constitutional Court,
Maryna Stavniychuk, said that President
Yushchenko would decide on the possible
pre-term dissolution of the Verkhovna
Rada following a detailed review of the
Constitutional Court’s judgment. She did
not rule out that “the president will have
relevant consultations on this issue with
the Verkhovna Rada leadership and leaders of the Verkhovna Rada factions.”
Judge Andrii Stryzhak of the
Constitutional Court admitted that the
Constitutional Court’s judgment failed to
answer the direct question posed by the
president in his presentation regarding the
formation of a government following the
creation of a new coalition. But, according to Judge Stryzhak, the existing
Constitution does not stipulate that when
a coalition changes its format the resignation of the existing government and the
formation of a new government are necessary.

Ukraine, not a country where there actually is the rule of law,” said Ivan Lozowy,
president of the Kyiv-based Institute of
Statehood and Democracy, which is
financed by private clients. “That single
incident is more than sufficient to demand
a resignation in a civilized, rule-of-law
society. To do that as an official visiting a
foreign country is outrageous.”
The Lutsenkos were part of a Ukrainian
delegation traveling to Seoul, arriving
from Kyiv with a brief layover in
Frankfurt.
Eventually arriving in Seoul for a meeting with the prime minister, Mr. Lutsenko
offered no comment after the incident.
Internal Affairs Ministry officials in Kyiv
on May 6 denied any drunken conflict or
arrest.
Meanwhile, Frankfurt police spokesman Jurgen Linker confirmed the entire
account of the incident published by the
German tabloid Bild, except for the son’s
reported blood-alcohol measurement.
During the incident, Oleksander
Lutsenko was particularly aggressive and
required handcuffing, the newspaper
reported. While he tested positive for alcohol, the minister avoided testing upon
showing his diplomatic passport, Bild
reported.
Among the four police injured was a
female officer, Mr. Linker said. Two
remain hospitalized three days after the
incident.
A high-ranking police officer, Hessen
Hefner, arrived at the airport detention
center about midnight the same evening
and convinced authorities to hush up the
incident and avoid a written report, the
newspaper reported.
Mr. Jurgen denied this, stating that
police recorded the incident and will submit the report to the local prosecutor, while
advising not to expect criminal prosecution.
Serhii Diatlov, a representative of the
Ukrainian Foreign Affairs Ministry in
Germany, said the newspaper report “absolutely doesn’t conform to reality,” and no
one was drunk or arrested.
He claimed the four-member official
delegation and Oleksander Lutsenko were
late for their connecting flight to Seoul
because of a delay in the Kyiv-Frankfurt
flight, as well as the long walking distance

between the Lufthansa flights, which
included two checkpoints.
They grew frustrated because they
weren’t allow to board the plane, which
hadn’t yet left the terminal.
Though he had to catch a flight the next
day, Mr. Lutsenko didn’t miss any scheduled events in South Korea, the ministry’s
press office reported, including a meeting
with the nation’s civic administration and
security minister to discuss migration
issues and preparations for the Euro-2012
soccer championship. (South Korea hosted
the World Cup in 2002.)
The May 4 incident wasn’t the first public scuffle for Mr. Lutsenko, who incidentally leads a political party called the
People’s Self-Defense that has a clenched
first as its logo.
Shortly after returning as internal affairs
minister, Mr. Lutsenko attended a January
18 meeting of the National Security and
Defense Council at the Presidential
Secretariat, after which he assaulted Kyiv
Mayor Leonid Chernovetskyi.
Mr. Chernovetskyi claimed Mr. Lutsenko
struck him twice in the crotch and then
punched him in his face. Mr. Lutsenko
didn’t deny striking him, but insisted it was
merely a “masculine slap” across Mr.
Chernovetskyi’s face, only after the mayor
kicked him in his bad knee which he injured
during the 2004 Orange revolts.
The incident drew the first round of
calls for the minister’s resignation.
Besides fighting with people, Mr.
Lutsenko has drawn calls for his resignation from critics who allege he has mismanaged the Internal Affairs Ministry and
failed to combat corruption within
Ukraine’s police ranks.
Unlike local police departments in the
U.S., Ukraine’s national force of 300,000
police officers is employed by the central
bureaucracy of the Internal Affairs
Ministry.
The majority of Ukrainians view their
police as corrupt and utterly unreliable,
failing to properly report and investigate
crimes that range from petty theft to premeditated murder.
During October and November 2008,
Kyiv police allegedly arrested hundreds of
peaceful demonstrators protesting illegal
construction, land distribution schemes

Canadian Congress President Paul Grod.
Upon sitting next to Myron Spolsky,
the Ukrainian Canadian businessman who
founded Kyiv’s Vesuvio Pizza, Ms. Jean
commended him for feeding the public
during the 2004 Orange Revolution.
During her visit, Ms. Jean met with

President Viktor Yushchenko and First
Lady Kateryna Yushchenko, who hosted
a state dinner in her honor and joined the
governor general in laying a ceremonial
bowl of wheat at the Holodomor Victims
Monument at St. Sophia Square.
The governor general also met with

Prime Minister Yulia Tymoshenko and
Verkhovna Rada Chair Volodymyr
Lytvyn.
On April 25 Ms. Jean met with Lviv
Mayor Andrii Sadovyi, and the next day
she visited the Dzherelo Rehabilitation
Center for Children with Cerebral Palsy.

son reportedly started an argument, began
cursing fiercely, threw their mobile phones
at them and began fighting, injuring four
officers and drawing arrest, police reported. They spent a half-day in detention.
The latest conflict involving Mr.
Lutsenko, who has been the target of sharp
criticism throughout his tenure as internal
affairs minister, drew demands for his resignation from opponents, including the
opposition Party of Regions of Ukraine
and the Single Center, led by Presidential
Secretariat Chair Viktor Baloha.
“He behaved as though he were in

Court rules on majority coalition
Says new coalition not required to form new government
Ukrinform

KYIV – The coalition of deputies’ factions in the Verkhovna Rada formed in
accordance with Article 83 of the
Constitution of Ukraine has the exclusive
power to propose candidates for Ukraine’s
prime minister and the Cabinet of ministers.
That was the ruling of the Constitutional
Court announced on April 30.
The ruling came in response to a presidential submission seeking the official
interpretation of constitutional clauses on
the parliamentary coalition’s authority to
form the government.
Earlier, President Viktor Yushchenko
had asked the court to declare illegal the
fact that he had not received any submission on a nomination for the prime minister’s post after the formation of a new parliamentary coalition between the Yulia
Tymoshenko Bloc (YTB), the Our
Ukraine-People’s Self-Defense (OU-PSD),
and the Volodymyr Lytvyn Bloc on
December 5, 2008.
The staff of the government remained
unchanged after the creation of this new
coalition, while the nomination of a prime
minister was not discussed.
The Parliament’s and the Presidential
Secretariat’s reactions to the Constitutional
Court’s judgment indicated that they perceived the ruling differently.
The Verkhovna Rada’s permanent representative to the Constitutional Court,

Canada-Ukraine...
(Continued from page 1)
Leslie Salnick, Roman Tatarsky of Ernst
& Young Ukraine, John Iwaniura of
Caravan Logistics Inc. and Ukrainian

Zenon Zawada

Governor General of Canada Michaelle Jean greets Ukrainian Canadian Congress
President Paul Grod at an April 24 meeting with Canadian leaders in Kyiv.

(Continued on page 20)

The Canada-Ukraine Chamber of Commerce is led by (from left): Zenon Potichny,
Northland Power Special Projects Director Roman Sawycky, The New Pathway
President Leslie Salnick, Roman Tatarsky of Ernst & Young Ukraine, John Iwaniura
of Caravan Logistics Inc. and Ukrainian Canadian Congress President Paul Grod.
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Miller outlines priorities for policy toward Ukraine in Obama administration
by Sarah Dixon Klump
Kennan Institute

WASHINGTON – “Ukraine, emerging
hopeful and independent from the ruins of
the Soviet Union and the end of the Cold
War, was viewed by many as the stable keystone for a peaceful, united, prosperous,
democratic Europe, stretching from the
Atlantic ocean to the Ural mountains,” stated William Green Miller, former U.S.
ambassador to Ukraine and Senior Policy
Scholar, Woodrow Wilson Center, in a
recent lecture at the Kennan Institute lecture.
Eighteen years later, he posited, a combination of both internal and external factors place Ukraine in a dangerous position. The world economic crisis has
severely affected Ukraine and its gas war
with Russia threatens its stability. “There
is an urgent need,” Mr. Miller put forward, “for unity on the part of Ukraine’s
leaders.” At the same time, however, Mr.
Miller said he sees a strategic necessity
for the United States to help Ukraine reemerge from what he considers to be a
dire situation.
To provide context for the current political situation in Ukraine, the ambassador
outlined the complex structure and evolution of Ukrainian governance. He argued
that “for all its difficulties, Ukraine
remains the most democratic state of the
former Soviet Union.” Even during the
administrations of Leonid Kravchuk and
Leonid Kuchma, when Ukraine was a single-party-of-power state, it conducted relatively free and fair elections, which permitted the growth of other parties. In 2002,
after three cycles of parliamentary elections, parties representing constituent
views different from those of the party of
power assumed the majority.
Political power was truly passed to the
majority with the Orange Revolution in
2004. The Ukrainian electorate supported
Viktor Yushchenko and Yulia Tymoshenko
then because they promised to end corruption, put thieves in jail, provide for the
basic needs of the people, and create a
fair, just and transparent system of gover-

nance under the rule of law.
“The standards of the Maidan People’s
Parliament of 2004 remain,” Ambassador
Miller confirmed, “but thus far, the leaders
of the Orange Revolution have failed to
carry out their pledges.” Personal conflicts,
he explained, have prevented necessary
cooperative effort. Today, he observed, “the
major threats to Ukraine’s democratic possibilities are from within.”
According to Mr. Miller, corruption and
its attendant ills, conflicts of interest, and
abuse of office for private gain and unfair
advantage are the main enemies of a healthy
Ukraine. “In the current political terrain,” he
remarked, “money buys elections, votes,
judicial outcomes, places in universities,
beds and treatments in hospitals, favors,
benefits, political power, and control.”
Since the dissolution of the Soviet Union,
the U.S. policy of support for Ukraine’s sovereignty has been strong across the U.S.
political spectrum. Ambassador Miller urged
the new U.S. administration to continue this
policy and suggested that it could help the
current situation by focusing its diplomatic
efforts and programs on dealing with the
aforementioned problems.
He also proposed that the U.S. work to
help develop Ukrainian infrastructure, such
as clean water supply, energy conservation
and hospitals; to assist libraries, educational
institutions, and research centers; and to
expand academic exchange programs. The
former U.S. envoy to Ukraine also recommended that the Obama administration, like
the Bush and Clinton administrations before
it, voice its support for Ukraine’s eventual
entry into NATO. In the meantime, however,
Mr. Miller pointed out that the U.S. –
through the signing of the Tri-Partite
Agreement of January 14, 1994 – is explicitly and formally obliged to support Ukraine
in the event that its sovereignty, territorial
integrity or independence is threatened militarily, economically or politically.
“In essence,” he clarified, “in exchange
for giving up the third largest nuclear arsenal in the world, Ukraine received a solemn commitment from the U.S. that it
would support Ukraine against the outside

Ukrainians at White House’s
annual Easter Egg Roll

WASHINGTON – The White House Easter Egg Roll, an annual event that
takes place on Easter Monday on the South Lawn of the White House, was
held on April 13. Some 30,000 children and their parents flocked to the South
Lawn to roll and hunt for Easter eggs, play soccer and basketball, learn how to
cook in the Kids Kitchen or listen to live music from Fergie and Ziggy Marley.
Established by President Rutherford B. Hayes and his wife, Lucy, in the 1870s,
this year’s event was hosted by First Lady Michelle Obama. Andriy Fedynsky,
who with Ihor Gawdiak, Julian Kulas, Ulana Mazurkevych and Melanne
Verveer spearheaded the ad hoc group Ukrainian Americans for ObamaBiden, arranged for cousins Gregory Gawdiak, with his mother, Khristina Lew
(left), and Odessa Howera, with her mother Raissa Howera (right) to be invited, along with Anya and Halyna Bihun.

threat of or actual use of political, military,
or economic force.” The United StatesUkraine Charter on Strategic Partnership,
signed on December 19, 2008, reaffirmed
that commitment.
Ambassador Miller counseled that the
Obama administration view it as a solid
outline of security policy to be followed
and enhanced. In order to deepen the formal government-to-government relationship and to strengthen these former agreements, he advised that the Obama administration consider creating an analogue to
the Gore-Kuchma Commission and meeting at least twice a year to discuss shared
issues and resolve outstanding difficulties.
The international framework for the

U.S. to protect and enhance Ukraine’s
independence is already in place,
Ambassador Miller concluded in his
January 5 presentation. It is up to
Ukraine’s leaders, he noted, to use their
mandate to give their people what they
asked for, but the U.S. is in a position to
provide crucial support where needed.
“The future is in the hands of the people of Ukraine,” he underscored, “but we
should be ready to stand shoulder to
shoulder with a democratic Ukraine as we
have in the past.”
Reprinted from the March issue of
“Meeting Report” of the Kennan Institute
(www.wilsoncenter.org/kennan).

Democrats Abroad in Ukraine
discuss successful campaign
KYIV, Ukraine – Democrats Abroad
Ukraine (DAU), an organization of almost
200 politically active U.S. citizens resident
in Ukraine, met recently to discuss the
group’s efforts during the successful campaign to elect Barack Obama as the first
African-American president of the United
States. The group also elected a slate of new
officers for the next two years.
The local DAU chapter, founded in 2004,
was quite active in supporting national campaign efforts in the United States in a number of unusual ways:
• Through a special call-center operation,
DAU members spent hundreds of hours
making campaign telephone calls to voters
in critical swing states in the United States.
The DAU chapter was the most active of
any of the many chapters worldwide in this
effort.
• DAU Ukraine also was instrumental in
a get-out-the-vote campaign among U.S.
citizens in Ukraine, assisting by providing
voting information and encouragement on a
non-partisan basis.
• During the lengthy primary campaign,
DAU held a number of screenings of the
television debates among the large field of
candidates. As the primary campaign came
close to its end with only Sens. Obama and
Hillary Clinton still in contention for the
Democratic nomination, DAU had its own
debate and a local straw vote.
• Once the campaign was over, DAU
members worked very hard to organize a
local Inaugural Ball, which sold out all
available tickets and drew participants from
a number of other European and Eastern
Bloc countries where no such event was
scheduled.
Geoffrey Berlin, an American businessperson who has lived in Ukraine for most of

the period since independence, had served
as chair since DAU’s founding and was
actively engaged with the Democratic Policy
Committee Abroad, the Democratic Party
group that coordinates Democrats Abroad
activities internationally.
“I am very proud to have served as
founding chairman of Democrats Abroad in
Ukraine and honored to have been able to
not only lead local efforts here but to also
participate as a voting delegate to the national convention that eventually gave Barack
Obama its nomination,” Mr. Berlin told
DAU members at the annual meeting held
on March 31.
DAU members also elected a new executive board for the next two years that will be
chaired by Reno Domenico, an educational
administrator from New Jersey who heads
the Sterling Business School in Ukraine.
Eleanor Valentine, field director for the
Indiana University Parliamentary
Development Project, will serve as vicechair. Other officers elected included Ann
Olsen, secretary; Jim Davis, treasurer;
Cameron Hall, legal counsel; and Sue Folger
and Scott Lewis, at-large board members.
“We congratulate the outgoing board and
Geoff Berlin in particular for their efforts
that have made DAU one of the most
dynamic chapters of the Democrats Abroad
organization worldwide. Now, we will have
the responsibility for continuing to build the
organization locally and supporting the
National Democratic Committee in preparations for the mid-term Congressional elections in two years and a strong re-election
effort by Barack Obama in 2012,” Mr.
Domenico said.
After the annual meeting, the executive
board met on April 14 to discuss plans and
directions for the next two years.

Geoffrey Berlin (front row, center), founder and outgoing chair of Democrats
Abroad Ukraine is flanked by incoming Chair Reno Domenico and outgoing
Vice-Chair Sue Folger. A number of other DAU members who attended the
March 31 annual meeting that elected new officers for the next two years surround them.
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THE UKRAINIAN NATIONAL ASSOCIATION FORUM
Young UNA’ers

UNA auditors conduct review

Justine and Adam Burda, children of William S. and Christy Burda of Rochester,
N.Y., are new members of UNA Branch 360. They were enrolled by their grandparents William and Irene Burda.
PARSIPPANY, N.J. – The Ukrainian National Association’s Auditing Committee
conducted a review of UNA operations, as well as those of its subsidiaries
Soyuzivka, Svoboda and The Ukrainian Weekly, here at the UNA Home Office on
Monday, May 4. Seen in the photo above (from left) are: Eugene Serba, Slavko
Tysiak (chairman) and Dr. Wasyl Szeremeta.

Annelise Antonia Kohut (center), daughter of Helena Collins and Borys Yuri
Kohut of Woodland Hills, Calif., is a new member of UNA Branch 450. Annelise
joins her sister Amelia and brother Roman as a branch member. She was enrolled
by her aunt, Dr. Taissa U. Hayduk.

Sofia Alexis and Jacob Alexander
Stanko, children of Alexander and
John Lyn Stanko of Wilton, N.Y., are
new members of UNA Branch 484.
They were enrolled by their grandparents George and Kristina Stanko.

Justin Jaroslav Jarymovych, son of
Vanessa and Olko Jarymovych of
Philadelphia, is a new member of UNA
Branch 5. He was enrolled by his grandparents Marta and Richard Legeckis.

Do you have a young UNA’er,
or potential young UNA’er
in your family?
Call the UNA Home Office, 973-292-9800,
to find out how to enroll.

THE UNA: 115 YEARS OF SERVICE TO OUR COMMUNITY
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The Holodomor curriculum
In last week’s issue of our newspaper, we published a letter from Oksana Kulynych,
who is active in an organization called Educators for the Study of the Ukrainian
Genocide – Holodomor. The purpose of her letter was to raise awareness about bills
introduced in the New York State Senate and the New York State Assembly that aim
to include the Famine-Genocide of 1932-1933 in Ukraine in the school curriculum.
As our letter-writer noted, New York State Education Law mandates the study of
the Holocaust and the mass starvation in Ireland, but not the Holodomor. As it stands
now, the decision about whether to teach public school students about the Holodomor
lies with the Board of Regents and individual school districts – and there are more
than 700 such districts throughout the state, according to the Ukrainian National
Information Service. UNIS, the Washington office of the Ukrainian Congress
Committee of America, has joined the effort to seek passage of legislation on
Holodomor studies by issuing an Action Item addressed to Ukrainian Americans.
Bill S3356-A was introduced by State Sen. Andrea Stewart and an identical measure, Bill A6690-A by State Assemblyman Mike Spano. Their proposed amendment to
the Education Law would require study of the Holodomor in New York state schools.
Ms. Stewart explains in her sponsor’s statement that the Holodomor “was deliberately initiated and enforced by the Soviet regime through the seizure of grain and the
blockade of food shipments into the affected areas, as well as by forcibly preventing
the starving population from leaving the region for the purposes of eliminating resistance to the forced collectivization of agriculture and destroying Ukraine’s national
identity. This famine resulted in the deaths of millions of men, women and children in
the [sic] Ukraine and in other regions.” Although this was “one of the greatest losses
of human life in the 20th century, it remains insufficiently recognized in the United
States and in the world,” she notes, adding, “the fight against racism begins with our
children learning the history of [the] Ukrainian Genocide Holodomor and teaching
them solutions to keep our communities whole.”
Sixty-two senators and 150 assemblypersons are expected to vote on the bills either
this month or next. Thus, the time for Ukrainian Americans to act is now. It is particularly important to secure the support of the members of the Senate and Assembly
Education Committees, as the legislation is currently in their hands. We urge readers,
particularly those who reside in the state of New York, to contact members of the New
York State Senate and Assembly to urge them to support the two bills.
Mandating the study of the Holodomor in our schools ensures that this genocide of
our nation will enter the public consciousness. Furthermore, it ensures that the memory of the millions who perished at the hands of the brutal Stalin regime will live on
and, one hopes, will serve to prevent other genocides.
(Readers may find contact information for legislators by logging on to http://www.
assembly.state.ny.us or http://www.senate.state.ny.us. For additional information, we
refer readers to Educators for the Study of the Ukrainian Genocide – Holodomor at
Holodomoreducators@yahoo.com, or UNIS at unis@ucca.org.)
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Digital archive is
valuable resource

Two years ago, on March 10, 2007, a working group reported
that no progress was made in reaching a compromise on dates and
necessary preparations for a pre-term parliamentary election,
agreed to six days earlier by President Viktor Yushchenko and
Prime Minister Viktor Yanukovych.
Demands by the individual leaders of the parliamentary factions had splintered the negotiations. The Yulia Tymoshenko Bloc refused any election after July 8, 2007; the Party of
Regions suggested fall elections; and the Socialists and the Communists did not want any
elections to be held.
During a roundtable discussion on national television, President Yushchenko scolded the
political players for failing to work toward a compromise on the date of the elections. Mr.
Yushchenko accused the ruling collation of dragging its feet to allow more preparation for
the elections. The Party of Regions of Ukraine and Communist leaders proposed electoral
reforms such as a national register of voters.
Other items that mired the negotiations included a legislative package that addressed the
financing and organization of the elections, empowering the Central Election Commission
and implementing an imperative mandate law to forbid national deputies from switching
factions after being elected.
Mr. Yushchenko said that the elections should take place on June 24, 2007, or at the very
latest, July 2007, but bloc and party congresses had to be held by May 14, 2007.
“The longer there is a crisis in society, the longer there is a lack of definition” and the
more likely it is that positions will be staked out “based on destabilization and demagoguery,” Mr. Yushchenko said.
Also on May 10, 2007, Mr. Yushchenko dismissed Judge Volodymyr Ivaschenko of the
Constitutional Court for breach of oath, making him the third casualty in the political crisis.
Mr. Yushchenko on May 8, 2007, introduced a resolution that dismissed five other judges,
which threatened to halt the court’s ability to review the constitutionality of the presidential
dismissal decrees.
“The Constitutional Court is deeply anxious about the situation that has been artificially
created around a single organ of constitutional jurisdiction in the conditions of a sharp political crisis,” Court Chairman Ivan Dombrovskyi said. “Circumstances have emerged which
negatively influence the court’s activity.” These circumstances, he said, are “threats of using
violence against judges, unlawfully obtaining information regarding their personal lives and
professional activity, and attempts at discrimination.”
Parliament (which was dissolved on April 2, 2007) voted on May 8, 2007, to dismiss
Judges Volodymyr Kampo, Dmytro Lylak, Viktor Shyshkin, Taras Stasiuk and Yaroslava
Machuzhak, all of whom were believed to be allied with President Yushchenko.

2007

Source: “Still no agreement in Ukraine on date of parliamentary elections” by Zenon
Zawada, The Ukrainian Weekly, May 13, 2007.

rience that those left behind in the
Communist world of Eastern Europe
never had. And that is the fundamental
difference between “them” and “us.”
Ihor Lysyj
Austin, Texas

Dear Editor:
As a long-time subscriber to The
Ukrainian Weekly (actually, since 1972),
I think the quality and scope of the content of our Ukrainian American community newspaper has increased greatly over
these many years. As a busy professional,
it offers me an important opportunity
each week to keep in touch with what is
happening both within our community
here in the U.S. and Canada, and especially in Ukraine.
An important recent addition to this
publication is the digital archive. I never
imagined that The Weekly would be completely digitized and available online all
the way back to the first issue in 1933!
This represents an extremely valuable
resource – not only to find a copy of an
article that I suddenly remember from a
few years ago, but also to do major historical research to pick out some of the
trends and achievements of our community over the last 75 years.
My heartfelt thanks to the financial
donors who made this possible and to the
team that developed this extremely useful
online digital resource, providing us with
an important window on our Ukrainian
community worldwide both today and
yesterday.
Mike Buryk
North Caldwell, N.J.

Latest issue was
study in contrasts
Dear Editor:

Turning the pages back...

No. 19

The latest issue of The Ukrainian
Weekly (May 3) was a study in contrasts.
The contrast was between 20 upbeat
pages devoted to the cultural and social
events and activities planned by diaspora
in North America for this summer and the
utterly depressing picture of cultural and
social decay in Ukraine as portrayed by
Roman Kupchinsky in his commentary
“Is Ukraine a ‘failed state’?”
Mr. Kupchinsky accurately portrayed
the situation in Ukraine as perceived
through the critical eyes of the diaspora.
It is indeed a country of corrupt and criminal oligarchs, and spineless, inept and
incompetent politicians, a country where
people are killed for speaking their native
language. And it is definitely not the
country of our dreams and expectations.
Mr. Kupchinsky also describes rather
accurately the political and cultural struggles carried out by the diaspora in the
U.S. for the independence of Ukraine, as
well as the commonality of our diaspora
upbringing in Brooklyn, Philadelphia,
Chicago and other places across the country. This upbringing was shaped by
Ukrainian patriotic youth organizations,
celebrations of our national culture, demonstrations against the political and cultural oppression of our beloved country
by the Russians.
Maybe not. The life of those of us who
grew up in the diaspora was enriched by
the immense cultural legacy of the country that we left behind. This cultural legacy provided many of us with substance
and purpose in life. Ours was a life expe-

Still the one:
Yulia Tymoshenko
Dear Editor:
I couldn’t quite figure out why, in the
editorial of March 22, the Ternopil election flap was a sufficient stimulant for
releasing pent-up vitriol against Yulia
Tymoshenko. Did she goof? You bet she
did. But is she not still the best (and probably the only) candidate who can win the
next election for president with a clearly
Ukrainian agenda?
Despite some recent publicity, Arseniy
Yatsenyuk will not travel far. Incidentally,
his main money bags are Dmytro Firtash
(of RosUkrEnergo fame) and Viktor
Pinchuk (for “philantropic” actions),
according to the Financial Times of April 7.
I find it amusing that many diaspora
Ukrainians question Ms. Tymoshenko’s
fitness to lead the country because “she is
immoral.” This keeps coming up in conversations, usually from people who had
no apparent qualms in supporting the
amoral domestic and foreign policies of
the Bush/Cheney regime. (Not surprisingly, mostly the same people abhorred
Barack Obama’s election.)
The diaspora is better attuned to its
“debutante balls” (a ghetto version of
upper-class jollies) than to the realities in
Ukraine, despite plentiful information
sources. For instance, the Tymoshenko
government has recently concluded a sensible deal with the European Union about
gas transit line maintenance. It is also on
track in the International Monetary Fund
negotiations, after standing ground on not
cutting the budget. The IMF conceded the
point, in effect blunting the criticism from
Finance Minister Viktor Pynzenyk, who
earlier jumped ship, and from President
Viktor Yushchenko, who had predicted
disaster. “Ukraine has made progress that
should be complimented,” the Financial
Times (April 8) quote the IMF representative in Kyiv as saying.
Boris Danik
North Caldwell, N.J.

We welcome your opinion
The Ukrainian Weekly welcomes letters
to the editor and commentaries on a variety of topics of concern to the Ukrainian
American and Ukrainian Canadian communities. Opinions expressed by columnists, commentators and letter-writers are
their own and do not necessarily reflect
the opinions of either The Weekly editorial staff or its publisher, the Ukrainian
National Association.
Letters should be typed and signed (anonymous letters are not published). Letters are
accepted also via e-mail at staff@ukrweekly.com. The daytime phone number and
address of the letter-writer must be given
for verification purposes. Please note that a
daytime phone number is essential in order
for editors to contact letter-writers regarding
clarifications or questions.
Please note: THE LENGTH OF LETTERS
CANNOT EXCEED 500 WORDS.

Visit our archive online: www.ukrweekly.com
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Faces and Places
faces and places
by myron b. kurpoas

by Myron B. Kuropas

For whom the bells toll
The young Ukrainian couple had a
notion. They wanted a church wedding.
Not that they were church-goers, or particularly religious. They just wanted a “real”
wedding, not a dull civil ceremony. A
Ukrainian church would be nice, but
maybe they could have it in some exotic
place like Paris, Rome, Jerusalem or
Istanbul. It could even be part of their
honeymoon.
Nuptial tourism has become popular,
and not only among newly affluent
Ukrainians. It must be tempting for cashstrapped parishes with historic or architecturally striking churches in scenic
locations to marry drop-ins from around
the world, not too many questions asked.
Lavish weddings remain popular, inspired
by the sumptuous nuptials of Hollywood
stars, whose marital longevity seems
inversely proportional to the amount of
cash they spend on their bashes.
Back in the 1960s, traditional weddings
ceded to weddings in the forest, weddings
in balloons, weddings in mid-air during
parachute jumps. Ukrainians, ever the
conservatives, tended more towards the
folkloristic, complete with wedding-bread
(korovai) and elaborate speeches by the
master of ceremonies. Today you can even
attend korovai classes in New York.
Ukraine, too, has caught on. Gone is
the assembly line at the ZAGS (marriage
registry), with a couple of fiddlers and a
tray of Soviet “champagne” awaiting each
couple in turn. Now the nouveau riche
host gargantuan outdoor banquets, complete with fireworks.
But why are weddings so popular, when
marriage is not? In the U.S., the marriage
rate has fallen, and statistics place the
divorce rate at somewhere between 40
percent and 50 percent. True, that divorce
rate has actually been declining roughly
since the 1970s. But are people divorcing
less because they are marrying less? At
the same time, the birth rate in the U.S.
has reached the replacement rate of 2.1
children per woman. Many of these mothers, however, are single: in 2007, 40 percent of births were out of wedlock.
Following the lead of pop idols, more
Americans are having children without
bothering to marry. Much the same has
happened in Europe. Partly as a result of
policies like those of Sweden’s muchapplauded Democratic Socialist “red
years” (1967-1976), as of 2007 a majority
of babies in Sweden, Norway, Estonia and
Bulgaria are born outside of marriage
(Touchstone, March 2008, p. 41). One
consequence is that the state takes over
child-rearing from the family.
Thus, if in the 1960s sex was uncoupled from both marriage and procreation,
today marriage and procreation have
been separated as well. There is procreation without marriage, and marriage
without procreation. Or as Christopher
Oleson has pointed out, marriage is no
longer permanent or procreative. Divorce
is easy, children are optional. In his view,
what passes for marriage in America
today is fundamentally different from
what marriage has meant by both tradition and natural law. It is, in fact, a contractually formalized “couplehood.” Thus
redefined, it cannot rationally be limited
to heterosexual couples (Oleson, cited
below, at pp. 35-36). It is thus likely that
the U.S. as a whole will follow such varied jurisdictions as Massachusetts,
Vermont and Iowa, or Belgium, Canada,

Spain and Nepal, in legalizing same-sex
marriage in one form or another.
And yet our Ukrainian couple wanted
a traditional church wedding, like the 70
percent of Americans who still insist on a
religious ceremony. What were they
looking for? Did they realize that a true
church wedding is not just a wedding in a
church, but has spatial and temporal
dimensions? For on the one hand, it situates you in a community that upholds
marital standards and provides counsel
and support. And on the other hand, it is
both the culmination of a courtship and
the beginning of a new life, both conducted in line with the same principles of
love, faith and sacrifice.
Such seekers may want to take a marriage preparation course. Parishes such as
St. John’s Ukrainian Catholic Church in
Newark, New Jersey, offers a “pre-Cana”
program (The Ukrainian Weekly, February
15, 2009). In Ukraine, the institution of a
marriage-preparation program in the GreekCatholic Archdiocese of Lviv may have
been a factor in the decline of the divorce
rate in the Lviv region from 54 percent in
2000 to 40 percent four years later. At the
same time, in southern and eastern Ukraine
the rate was 80 percent. The pre-marriage
meetings, led by a team consisting of a
priest, a physician, a psychologist, a lawyer
and a married couple, so impressed
Ukrainian state authorities that they have
now set up a secular version in Kyiv
(“Consortio,” ITI, Summer 2008).
Today, couples have a variety of
options. Those who do not believe in marriage have no obligation to enter into it,
though financial incentives remain. Those
who see marriage as a contract had best
hire good lawyers to protect their interests,
as no-fault divorce has made the marriage
agreement revocable almost at will. Many
will opt for Oleson’s “contractual couplehood,” avoiding the shackles of irrevocability and the inconvenience of raising
children. In fact, many such unions prove
permanent, and may produce families after
all. And, of course, it’s nice to exchange
promises in church. Nevertheless, to insist
on a religious wedding without really
believing in religious marriage seems
somehow insincere. And you don’t want
to start your marriage on a false note.
But those who, like our Ukrainian couple, are looking for something more, even
if they can’t define it, may want to consider a sacramental union, indissoluble and
procreatively oriented. They will need to
contact their local clergyman and undergo
some serious preparation. Their wedding
may have to take place in an architecturally banal structure in an undistinguished
neighborhood. But they will have a genuine marriage and, most likely, a supportive
community. Their wedding bells will
sound true.
***
Further reading:
Allan Carlson, “Meaningful Intercourse:
The Rise and Fall of the Sexual
Constitution of Western Civilization,”
Touchstone (January-February 2009), pp.
26-31.
Christopher Oleson, “Phony
Matrimony, or What King Kamehameha
II Teaches Us About the Last Marriage
Taboo,” op. cit., pp. 32-37.
Andrew Sorokowski can be reached at
samboritanus@hotmail.com.

Ukraine sagging, not sinking!
On the heels of the cataclysym enveloping Ukrainian political life (starring the
sparring Viktor and Yulia) comes news of
troubles on the economic front.
An April 17 U.S. News & World Report
posting listed 10 countries in “deep trouble”
as a result of the global recession, among
them Ukraine. “While Iceland may have
suffered the worst financial collapse of the
global recession,” writes Matthew Bandyk,
“Ukraine has also received a dubious honor:
It has the priciest sovereign credit-default
swaps for the first quarter of the year. It currently costs about $3.9 million to insure $10
million of Ukrainian sovereign bonds. A
year ago it cost just under $3,000.”
“The Ukrainian stock market has fallen
25 percent so far this year,” continues Mr.
Bandyk. “The Ukrainian currency, the
hryvnia, is also plummeting, falling 35 percent against the dollar in the last six
months.”
Other countries identified in the deep
trouble category include Mexico (even
before the swine-flu pandemic), Hugo
Chavez’s Venezuela (oil prices are tanking),
Argentina (whose governments forever
tango between capitalism and Peronist-style
socialism), Pakistan (Taliban still around)
and North Korea (facing famine again as
mini-Mao orders another private yacht).
Is Ukraine sinking? No, just sagging a
bit. An April 13 posting by The Economist
informs us that Ukrainians “are relatively
calm, largely the result of disillusionment
with the government...” Following several
years of growth, “many Ukrainians have
enough savings to get by for a few
months...” Steel is struggling but farming,
(which employs a quarter of the workforce)
is doing well. The hyrvnia has stabilized,
and on April 17 “the IMF mission said it
would recommend the release of the second
tranche of Ukraine’s $16.4 billion loan.”
Political miasma is also dissipating.
Viktor Yushchenko’s chances for re-election
in October are poor, despite his strong,
western-oriented, nationalistically centered
patriotism. Yulia Tymoshenko’s opportunistic waffling between Europe and Russia,
and reported ties to George Soros, have cost
her dearly. The Moscow-leaning Viktor
Yanukovych sits on a back-burner.
Fortunately, an attractive dark horse has
emerged in the person of English-speaking,
35-year-old Arseniy Yatsenyuk. He is charismatic, talented, experienced (former foreign affairs minister, central bank governor,
and economics minister) and untainted by
corruption. If his star continues to rise, and
the tired old trio of Yulia and the two Viktors
fade, Mr. Yatsenyuk, could be Ukraine’s
next president. The election of a Jewish
Ukrainian would be as historic as the election of Barack Obama. No matter who’s
chosen, however, Ukraine’s abysmal
Constitution and pathetic Parliament will
prevent Ukraine’s next president from
enacting meaningful reform any time soon.
Ukraine may stumble, but it will not fall,
argue Drs. Adrian Karatnycky and
Alexander Motyl in the May/June issue of
Foreign Affairs. “Ukraine is now an established member of the international community,” they write. “In the years since independence, Ukraine has developed political
and economic elites who identify with
Ukrainian statehood, see immense benefits
in independence and define themselves as
Ukrainian.”
“Politically and economically, Ukraine
will probably continue to muddle
through...,” Drs. Karatnycky and Motyl

believe. The problem is that “muddling
through” may have been “good enough” in
the 1990s, when Russia was “weak and quiescent... Today Russia is standing tall after a
long period of high growth... The regime
created by Russian Prime Minister Vladimir
Putin is... authoritarian and assertively
nationalistic. Civil society and the media
have been curbed, elections are neither free
nor fair, the legislature is subordinate to the
executive, and the real power lies not in the
hands of President Dmitry Medvedev but
largely in those of Putin...”
Mr. Putin could exploit Ukraine’s current
weakness in three ways, continue the two
analysts: claim persecution of Ukraine’s
Russian-speakers; expand the RussianUkrainian gas war; push for greater control
of the Crimean peninsula.
Spooked by Russia, the EU leans toward
Mr. Putin. France and Germany are convinced that Ukraine is an obstacle “to its
ability to acquire cheap Russian gas and
preserve peace in its backyard.” We’ve been
here before, of course. Europe favored
Russia at the expense of the Captive Nations
all through the Cold War. If it had been up
to European leaders we would still be mired
in the Cold War. Fortunately, the American
people elected Ronald Reagan.
In 2005 Mr. Putin stated that “the demise
of the Soviet Union was the greatest geopolitical catastrophe of the century.” He also
told President George W. Bush that
“Ukraine is not a real country.” Mr. Putin
still believes this nonsense.
President Bill Clinton understood
Russia’s unbridled avarice. President Bush
presided over the United States-Ukraine
Charter on Strategic Partnership which,
among others things, declared that “cooperation between our two democracies is based
on shared values and interests. These
include expanding democracy, and economic freedom, protecting security and territorial integrity, strengthening the rule of law,
and supporting innovation and technological advances.” Condeleezea Rice signed the
charter for the U.S.
Europe could easily assist Ukraine,
suggest Drs. Karatycky and Motyl, by
simply declaring, “‘Ukraine is European
and once it is rich and fully democratic, it
will enter the EU.’” Such a statement
would unite Ukraine’s “squabbling elites”
around a common goal and “cost Europe
nothing.” The West, our distinguished
authors conclude, needs to place Ukraine
“back on the policy agenda, as a player in
its own right, not as an afterthought to a
policy toward Russia.”
The ball is now in President Obama’s
court. In a message to UCCA delegates at
their 20th Congress, Candidate Obama
declared that “Ukraine is ready for a
NATO Membership Action Plan.” His
vice-president, however, recently called
for hitting “the reset button” with Russia.
Mr. Biden also stated that Russia needs to
feel important. Does that mean a more
“nuanced policy” regarding Ukraine, as
my old nemesis, Henry Kissinger, suggested last September?
President Obama says he wants to visit
Russia. Will he stop in Ukraine on his way,
or skip it in order to make Russia feel
important? Will Ukrainian Democrats who
so ardently support Mr. Obama show the
president the road to Kyiv?
Myron Kuropas’s e-mail address is
kuropas@comcast.net.
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“From Lviv to Chicago” exhibit celebrates friendship of three artists
CHICAGO – The Ukrainian Institute of Modern
Art is presenting “From Lviv to Chicago,” an exhibition celebrating both the artistic mastery and longstanding friendship of artists Taras Borovyk, Serhei
Mikhnovskyy and Orest Skop.
“From Lviv to Chicago” brings together the work
of these three accomplished artists for the first time
in a group exhibition. While Mr. Borovyk currently
resides in New York, works by Messrs. Mikhnovskyy
and Skop have been shipped from Ukraine specifically for this occasion.
Comprising of selections from each of their vast
bodies of work, “From Lviv to Chicago” expresses the
depth and complexity of Ukrainian contemporary art.
Mr. Borovyk’s painted renditions of the streets,
alleys and doorways of his native Lviv suggest the
simple beauty of life that is always all around us; a
beauty that is often easy to overlook.
Mr. Mikhnovsky’s enigmatic works of ink on
paper display his trademark attention to line and

detail. His compositions seem to be drawn half
from life and half from dream, challenging the
viewer to consider that there are indeed still many
mysteries amidst the clamoring materialism of our
modern world.
Finally, Mr. Skop’s unique renditions of the traditional Ukrainian theme of Kozak Mamai seek to
infuse a sense of history and mythology with the
reality of life in the 21st century. Mr. Skop has
given himself the goal of producing 300 Mamai
paintings in order to represent the 300 bandurists
(Ukrainian minstrels) executed in 1933 in the
Ukrainian city of Kharkiv on the orders of Joseph
Stalin.
“From Lviv to Chicago” provides the opportunity to view these three world renowned contemporary Ukrainian artists together for the first time
in the same gallery.
The Ukrainian Institute of Modern Art is located at 2320 W. Chicago Ave. It is open to the public
Wednesday through Sunday, noon to 4 p.m.
Suggested donation for admission: $5. For
more information call 773-227-5522.
***

“Doorways” by Taras Borovyk.

The UIMA was founded in 1971 by Dr.
Achilles Chreptowsky in the heart of Chicago’s
Ukrainian Village. Three storefronts were transformed into a viable museum serving the local
community and the greater Chicago area with an
ongoing program of cultural exhibitions, literary
events, film screenings and music recitals.
Five to six major exhibits, often supplemented
by catalogues, are held in the main gallery, which
occupies 2,100 square feet. One large side gallery
houses the permanent collection, which includes
the work of Chicago artists, as well as that of
sculptors and painters of Ukrainian descent. The
UIMA is also home to a professional storage and
research facility.
Operational support for the UIMA is provided
by: The Illinois Arts Council, The Gaylord and
Dorothy Donnelley Foundation, Chicago City Arts
program, Self-Reliance Federal Credit Union, and
the Ukrainian Heritage Foundation.
For more information log on to www.uima-chicago.org.

“Kozak Mamai” by Orest Skop.

“Porokhova Vezha u Lvovi” by Serhei Mikhnovskyy.

Artworks by Orest Poliszczuk displayed in Chicago and Baltimore
by Andrij W. Chornodolsky
BALTIMORE – The Ukrainian
National Museum in Chicago (May 1-30)
and the Community Center at St. Michael
Ukrainian Catholic Church in Baltimore
(April 18-19) are hosting a major exhibition of 60 art works by Orest Poliszczuk.
The exhibition includes sculpture, oils,
watercolors, silkscreens and gouaches.
Spanning the last 15 years the works are
a wonderful testimonial to the breadth
and scope of the artist’s capabilities.
Visitors to the exhibit see the artist’s
guests are filled with wonderment of his
exploration of new and surprising
approaches to traditional themes. Mr.
Poliszczuk has the ability to take a simple
motif and incorporate layers of design and
color that dazzle with their newness. He
has not been timid in utilizing exaggeration that blends traditional realism with
both expressionism and modernism. He
focuses on his main theme and utilizes traditional Ukrainian designs and art objects
such as ceramics, embroidery, kilims, and
regional dress as highlights. His works not
only provide visual pleasure but they also
educate and provoke thought.
Over the span of the artist’s creative
career viewers have witnessed a trend
toward more brightness, opaqueness and
warm colors. Mr. Poliszczuk’s early
works seemed to lean heavily on earth
tones and more dark shadow, whereas
now the works seem more open, as if
indeed the artist has let the sun shine in.
The warm themes and colors are very
welcoming. His works demonstrate
meticulous discipline and attention to

Orest Poliszczuk’s sunflowers.
detail. Nothing is left to chance. Only
through this exactness is Mr. Poliszczuk
able to convey the bold concepts that he
portrays.
Visitors to the show will experience
endless variations of poppies, daffodils,
lilacs, hollyhocks, sunflowers, irises and
kalyna – each presented in a new and
unique manor.
The artist also ventures into portraiture
in national costumes and scenes incorporating Ukrainian rituals. These evoke nostalgia and at the same time are a tribute to
rich cultural traditions. It is a testimonial
to family and community that Ukrainian
Americans growing up in a new country
could inculcate in future generations a
love and passion for a culture learned as

At Orest Poliszczuk’s art exhibit (from left) are: Michael Kaczaniuk, Marijka
Kaczaniuk, the Rev. Vasyl Sivinsky, Mr. Poliszczuk, Marijka Poliszczuk and
Andrij Chornodolsky.
far away from its roots.
Among the notable works in the show
are the “Three and One-Half Sheep” family
portrait and the “Geese Domain” and
“White Ducks” scenes. The sculpture piece
titled “Cossack Sunrise” in a modernistic
fashion incorporates the dominant
Ukrainian themes of Kozaks, sun, sunflowers and flowing flags intertwined in circular
harmony. The silkscreens “Wedding
Reception” and “Ba-Ba Black Sheep” were
admired by many, and the endering of the
“Garlic Bowl” must be mentioned. An a
typical work, “The Ballerina,” cleverly
incorporates a swan motif in the rug on
which the dancer is stretching.
Mr. Poliszczuk has taught fine art and
sculpture at Montgomery College in

Rockville, Md., for 42 years. He completed his master’s degree in fine art at the
University of Maryland in College Park
and is a graduate of the Baltimore
Polytechnic Institute.
He is a trustee at St. Michael Ukrainian
Catholic Church and has been active in
numerous community organizations and
festivals. He is always called upon to help
in various activities, and he never says
no. He has a can-do attitude that encourages others to join in.
Mr. Poliszczuk has exhibited in 34
shows, of which 17 were one-man presentations.
He has been the vice-president of the
Professional Artists Association and other
art related institutions.
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Baturyn researchers from Canada honored with Ukrainian state awards
EDMONTON, Alberta – President
Viktor Yushchenko earlier this year recognized a group of historians, archaeologists, architects, restoration specialists,
state and museum employees and philanthropists who have made a great contribution to the study and reconstruction of
Baturyn, the capital of the Kozak
Hetmanate (17th and 18th centuries).
Among those honored were two scholars from Canada: Dr. Zenon Kohut, director of the Canadian Institute of Ukrainian
Studies (CIUS) and Canadian head of the
Baturyn Project, and Dr. Volodymyr
Mezentsev, a CIUS research associate
who serves as executive director of the
project, as well as co-manager of the
Baturyn excavations. Both were awarded
the Order “For Service,” third class.
Dr. Kohut is highly regarded for his
research and writing on the Hetmanate,
Ukrainian-Russian relations and questions of identity in a historical context. A
contributor to the founding of the
Ukrainian Research Institute at Harvard
University, he taught at the University of
Pennsylvania, Michigan State University
and the University of Alberta before
becoming director of CIUS in 1994.
Dr. Mezentsev, who has done extensive
research on the history, archaeology and
architecture of Kyivan Rus’ and the
Hetmanate, was educated in Ukraine,
completed his post-doctoral studies at the
Harvard Ukrainian Research Institute and
has lectured on Slavic civilization at the
University of Toronto.
The state awards – issued in accordance with the presidential decree of
January 19 (No. 3/2009) – were a great
honor for these well-known historians,
whose participation in this undertaking
has helped determine its direction and
ensured its steady progress. Over the last
nine years they, together with colleagues
from Chernihiv University, have successfully carried out archaeological, historical
and architectural research on Baturyn,
and disseminated their findings through
publications, lectures, and press, radio
and television interviews in Ukraine and
the West.
Baturyn was burned to the ground and
its Kozak garrison and civilian population
– a total of up to 14,000 people – were
massacred by tsarist troops in 1708 during the uprising of Hetman Ivan Mazepa
(1687-1709) against Russian control of
Left-Bank Ukraine. Their aim was to
quash the rebellion by the use of terror
against Mazepa’s supporters.
Hetman Kyrylo Rozumovsky
(1750-1764) restored the town, but after
his death in 1803 it declined.
All the same, the heroic defense and
tragic destruction of Baturyn lived on in
popular memory. The town became a
symbol of armed struggle for Ukrainian

independence. The heritage of Mazepa’s
capital, a taboo subject as long as Ukraine
was under imperial rule, has recently
enjoyed a surge of popular interest and
scholarly research.
In 1995 an archaeological expedition
from Chernihiv University began the first
excavations of Baturyn. Since 2001
Canadian and Ukrainian archaeologists
and historians have jointly expanded the
scope of study there thanks to support
from CIUS, specifically through the
Kowalsky Program for the Study of
Eastern Ukraine (headed by Dr. Kohut).
The Baturyn Project is also supported
by the Peter Jacyk Center for Ukrainian
Historical Research (director, Dr. Frank
Sysyn) and the Marusia Onyshchuk and
Ivanko Kharuk Memorial Endowment
Fund at CIUS (established by Petro
Malofij of Edmonton).
The Shevchenko Scientific Society in
the United States (through its George
Kusiw and Antin Savytsky funds) and the
Pontifical Institute of Mediaeval Studies
(University of Toronto) have been sponsors of the project since 2001.
The Ukrainian Studies Fund at Harvard
University (director, Dr. Roman Procyk),
the Prometheus Foundation (headed by
Marika Szkambara) in Canada, the
Buduchnist Credit Union in Toronto
(Chrystyna Bidiak), the Pomich Ukraini
Fund in Montreal (president, Bohdan
Babiak) also assist with the study of
Baturyn and the publication of materials
about it through annual financial contributions.
On the initiative of President
Yushchenko, the government of Ukraine
has subsidized the Canada-Ukraine
Baturyn Excavation Project, notably in
2005 and 2008. This made it possible to
expand the scope of the digs considerably. The large-scale archaeological
research and the publication of its findings by members of the expedition, as
well as the restoration of Baturyn’s 17thand 18th-century architectural monuments, were important steps toward the
official state commemoration of the 300th
anniversary of the town’s destruction
(2008).
Archaeologists analyze written sources
and the findings of excavations in order
to trace the historical development of
Baturyn and prepare plans and drawings
of its evolution during the Princely and
Kozak eras. This has allowed them to
reconstruct numerous buildings, resurrecting the majesty of this Kozak capital
after three centuries of oblivion and
neglect.
The findings also shed light on the
prosperity of the Kozak officer stratum
and the culture of its everyday life, the
extent of literacy and European influences in the town, the high level of crafts and

Reconstruction of the hetman’s palace inside the citadel that dates back to the 1670s.

Zenon Kohut and Volodymyr Mezentsev.
trades there, and Baturyn’s extensive
international commercial and cultural
ties.
The results of more than a decade of
archaeological, historical and architectural research appear in the Ukrainianlanguage book “Baturyn Antiquities: A
Collection of Scholarly Works Dedicated
to the 300th Anniversary of the Baturyn
Tragedy” (Kyiv: Olena Teliha Press,
2008). Copies of this publication can be
ordered through CIUS (780-492-2972;
cius@ualberta.ca; www.utoronto.ca/cius).
Dr. Mezentsev has also produced and
co-written the scripts (in both English and
Ukrainian) of three documentary films
about Baturyn’s historical legacy and the
excavations. They were televised several
times in Ukraine, Canada and the United
States between 2001 and 2007.
Due to the worldwide financial crisis,
the government of Ukraine has not bud-

geted funds for continuing excavations
and research on Baturyn. Benefactors
who wish to assist the continuation of
archaeological, historical and architectural/aesthetic study of Mazepa’s capital, the
restoration of its churches and Hetmanera palaces, and the dissemination of
information about these matters are kindly invited to contact Dr. Kohut at:
Canadian Institute of Ukrainian Studies,
430 Pembina Hall, University of Alberta,
Edmonton, AB, Canada T6G 2H8; telephone, 780-492-2973.
Checks should be made out to:
Canadian Institute of Ukrainian Studies,
Memo: Baturyn Project. Tax receipts will
be issued to all donors in Canada and the
United States.
For additional information about the
Baturyn Project, readers may contact Dr.
Volodymyr Mezentsev, v.mezentsev@
utoronto.ca or 416-766-1408.
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FOCUS ON PHILATELY
by Ingert Kuzych

Prizes from the world’s first airmail service
A previous article in The Ukrainian Weekly introduced
readers to the world’s first regular and first international airmail service, which functioned between Vienna – in the
Austro-Hungarian Empire – and Kiew (Kyiv) – in newly
independent Ukraine – from March 31 to October 15, 1918,
i.e., during the last year of World War I. This line featured
daily flights in both directions with intermediate stops in
Krakau (Krakow, now in Poland) and Lemberg (Lviv, in
present-day Ukraine); see Figure 1. Different planes flew
each leg of the service with the mailbag quickly transferred
from the arriving flight to the warmed-up-and-waiting
departing plane.
The flight distance between the two end points was about
1,200 kilometers (720 miles) and the entire route was completed on average in about 12 hours. Most mail traveled
between the Austrian cities of Vienna, Krakau and Lemberg,
with relatively few items carried on to Kyiv (and most of
these were of military correspondence). On March 31, 1918,
three special Austrian airmail stamps – with values of 1.50,
2.50 and 4.00 kronen – were introduced for the civilian mail
that began to be carried on that day.
We now skip ahead 90 years. During the closing months
of 2008, I was involved in some prolonged negotiations
with a renowned airmail collector from Germany who
owned some of the finest covers flown on this first airmail
service of 1918 and who used these items to help him win
gold medals for his various airmail exhibits. Last fall’s
announcement that he would be selling his holdings drew
interest from collectors around the world.
Several times during our e-mail correspondences I
despaired of ever acquiring these materials, and by the end
of the year I had given up hope entirely. Abruptly, however,
in early January, the owner contacted me and let me know
that he would be willing to let me have just the items from
the 1918 service – exactly what I’d originally requested!
This article will highlight those covers from this purchase
that flew to or from the Ukrainian cities of Kyiv and
Lemberg (Lviv).
Pre-service cover
Figure 2 is of a cover mailed on March 20, 1918, from
Krakow to Lemberg. This item was flown on the very first
day of the 11-day trial period (March 20-30) when experimental flights were made to test the feasibility of a regular
airmail service (Figure 3). These flights carried only military
dispatches, and as such did not require any stamps.
The card features three special hand-stamps. The three
lines of the marking in the upper left (violet-blue) translate
as: Imperial and Royal Air Reserve Troops/Air Reserve
Battalion I/Air Reserve Company 10. The two-line handstamps – applied at the beginning and end points of the
flight – read: Imperial and Royal Air Courier Service
Vienna-Kyiv/Flight Station Krakau (or Lemberg) in red (or
violet, respectively). Very few letters were carried on these
experimental junkets, and items from the very first day are
amazingly scarce. This item was the third most expensive of
the 19 total items acquired.
Domestic flights
Inaugural flight Vienna to Lemberg: On March 31,
1918, the first-ever regular civilian airmail service was
launched from Vienna to Lemberg (Figure 3). Initially, only
military mail was carried on the final Lemberg-to-Kyiv leg.
At the end of June 1918, this restriction was lifted and private mail was allowed to proceed all the way to Kyiv. Thus
the Vienna-Krakow-Lemberg-Kyiv line became the “First
Regular International Airmail Service in the World.”
The second cover (Figure 4) was carried on the first
Vienna-to-Lemberg flight. The 15-heller stamp in the upper
right paid the letter rate and 4 kronen paid for air delivery: a
1-krone handling charge and 1.5 kronen for each leg of the
flight. This letter, however, is over-paid (technical term:
over-franked). The sender wanted to affix all three new airmail stamps (totaling 8 kronen) on this the first day of their
use. (The Austrian basic unit of currency was the krone (plural kronen), which was made up of 100 heller.)
The next cover (Figure 5) is of a card carried on this first
civilian flight. Here 8 heller paid the postal card rate, while
the 4 kronen paid for air delivery.
Single-Leg Flight: Figure 6 presents both sides of a
unique postcard mailed on May 19, 1918 from Lemberg to
Dr. Ingert Kuzych may be contacted at P.O. Box 3,
Springfield, VA 22150, or via e-mail at ingert@starpower.net.

Krakow. Since this was only a one-leg mailing, the franking
consists of just one airmail stamp of 2.50 kronen (1 krone
handling plus 1.5 kronen for the one leg) plus a 10-heller
stamp to cover the post card rate. What makes this item so
interesting is that it pictures the very plane on which it was
carried. In addition, this card’s value is further enhanced by
the fact that it traveled on such a short stretch (most mails
went further to Vienna, the capital).
Multiple-weight-increment covers: The next covers
mailed from Lemberg to Vienna (Figures 7 and 8) are a natural pair and were addressed to the same person (they are
consecutively numbered in the bottom left) and flown
together on the same flight (June 13, 1918). They were both
overweight and bear 13-kronen in airmail stamps to cover
the cost for letters of the fourth weight increment (61-80
grams in weight). (Fee calculated as 1 krone for handling
and 1.50 kronen for every 20 grams and each flight segment
[8 x 1.50 = 12 kronen]. Additionally, since this was a civilian letter, a regular stamp of 30 heller also needed to be
applied [15 heller for the first 20 grams, 5 helIer for each
additional 20 grams.])
Such overweight covers are particularly sought after. The
first item is attractive in that it shows all three airmail stamps
properly used. The lower item is noteworthy in that it contains a complete block of six airmail stamps, something
rarely encountered on covers.
Unusual stamp varieties: Upon first glance, the envelope in Figure 9 (mailed May 16, 1918 from Lemberg to
Vienna) seems fairly typical. It bears 4 kronen in airmail
stamps on the front and a regular 15-heller postage stamp on
the reverse. What makes this item so special is the unusual
perforation on the 2.50-kronen stamp. Virtually all of the
airmail stamps display a perforation type described as 12 ½
(specific number of perforations over 2 cms). However, a
few hundred of the 2.50-kronen stamps (85,900 produced in
total) were perforated 11 ½. Finding this stamp used on
cover is almost like finding a needle in a haystack. Covers
with this unusual variety are valued up to 20 times higher
than typical covers from this airmail service.
The cover in Figure 10 again does not initially seem to be
anything special. Mailed on July 1, 1918, it is over-franked
to display all three airmail stamps since the mailer wanted to
show the entire stamp set. These three stamps, however, are
part of the second printing (first released on June 24, 1918)
on cream-colored paper (the first printing was on gray-colored paper). Far fewer covers bear stamps with this lighter
paper variety.
Unusual originating site: On June 1, 1918, the airmail
service was opened up to other cities of the AustroHungarian Empire. All such mail was delivered by train on
a priority basis from these outlying post offices to the central
post offices in Vienna, Krakow or Lemberg. From there it
was forwarded to its destination through the normal way
reserved for airmail. The letter in Figure 11 was carried from
Czernowitz (present-day Chernivtsi in Ukraine) to Lemberg
by train on July 19, 1918. It was flown to Vienna the following day where it was censored and forwarded via pneumatic
mail (special cancel on reverse). Airmail to or from these
outlying cities is seldom encountered and such letters are
worth about 250 percent more than those from typical
flights.

Figure 1. The solid lines show the “Vienna-KrakauLemberg-Kiew” air route of the world’s first international airmail service. The Vienna-Budapest leg only
functioned for about three weeks (July 5-23, 1918). The
dashed lines represent a proposed southern route into
Ukraine that was never set up.

Figure 2. A letter sent on March 20, 1918, the very
first day of the “practice flights” to test the feasibility
of an airmail service.

Figure 3. The launching of the first regular airmail service in the world as depicted on an Austrian stamp
from 1989.

Sensational military mails
The postcard shown in Figure 12 flew from Kyiv to
Vienna on June 27, 1918, making it one of the select items
that survives having flown between the two capital cities.
(Most airmails traveled between Vienna, Krakow, and
Lemberg; far fewer journeyed internationally as far as independent Ukraine.) The fact that it is official military mail
means that it did not require any postage at all.
The central portion of the card shows a faint black threeline “Flugstation Kiew” (Flight Station Kyiv) departure
marking. The black double-ring “K.u.k. Etappenpostamt
185” (Base Communication Post Office 185) field post cancel was applied at the Lemberg transfer point. Although
rather plain-looking, this card was one of the scarcer items
among those acquired.
Included among the purchased covers were several overweight military dispatches carrying extra airmail stamps.
Figure 13 shows such a cover flown on June 30, 1918, from
Vienna, via Krakow, to Lemberg and of the second weight
increment with 7 kronen in airmail stamps (a 1-krone handling charge, and 1.50 kronen for every 20 grams and each
flight segment; 4 x 1.50 = 6 kronen). Since only official military messages were being transmitted, i.e., no civilian mail

Figure 4. Letter mailed on the first civilian airmail flight
from Vienna to Lemberg (Lviv) on March 31, 1918.
was included, letter fees were waived and no regular postage
stamps needed to be applied.
The next item (Figure 14) was only flown on one leg
from Krakow to Lemberg (on May 9, 1918), but it was substantially heavier, weighing between 181 and 200 grams
(10th weight increment). Here the postage would have been
a 1-krone airmail handling charge plus 1.50 kronen for
every weight step (1.50 x 10 = 15) or 16 kronen total. This
(Continued on page 11)
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Figure 5. Postal card mailed on the first civilian airmail flight from Vienna to Lemberg.

Prizes from the world's first...
(Continued from page 10)
amount was covered with a block of four 4-kronen airmail
stamps. Since a civilian letter was included, an additional
15-heller stamp was affixed. The cover also displays a twoline “Flugstation Lemberg” (Flight Station Lemberg) marking that is not often encountered. All in all, quite an amazing
piece.
The final item is even more spectacular and may well be
the heaviest item flown during the entire seven and a half
months that the airmail service functioned (Figure 15).
Flown from Vienna to Lemberg on May 21, 1918, it
weighed 468 grams (just over a pound) and carried no less
than 19 airmail stamps (totaling 73 kronen) that paid postage
for the 24th weight increment. (No other cover from this
service has ever been described that even approaches its
total weight.) It was this item – quite possibly the rarest from
this first airmail service – that was my chief interest while
pursuing the arduous negotiation process. Needless to say, it
was also the priciest of the covers purchased.
Here again, because only military dispatches were
being sent, the packet was “postage free” and did not
require ordinary postage. The many airmail stamps simply represent payment for the extra weight (similar to the
item shown in Figure 12).
In summary, I feel very fortunate to have been able to
obtain these extraordinarily rare items, many of which have
never been previously described. This article is the first
report not only of the acquisition of these items but, for
some of the objects, the very first announcement of their
existence. I plan to further publicize the materials in the
philatelic literature and to show them extensively as part of
my ever-growing “Lemberg” exhibit.
***

Figure 6. This post card from Lemberg to Krakow depicts the very plane on which it was flown.

Figures 7 and 8. Overweight letters (both weighing between 61 and 80 grams) sent together on the same flight
from Lemberg to Vienna.

Figure 9. The 2.50-kronen stamp on this cover bears
a very rare perforation.

Figure 10. The three airmail stamps on this cover are
all printed on (less-common) cream-colored paper.

Figure 12. Post card sent as military mail from Kyiv
to Vienna.

Figure 13. Overweight military dispatch flown from
Vienna to Lemberg.

I wish to extend my sincerest appreciation to Markian
Hadzewycz for his assistance in helping me procure the
above-described materials.

Figure 11. This unusual cover was carried from
Czernowitz (present-day Chernivtsi) to Lemberg by
train and then flown on to Vienna.

Figure 15. This oversized packet may well have been the heaviest object flown on the first airmail service; it
weighed 468 grams (about a pound).
Figure 14. Very heavy military letter (weighing
between 181 and 200 grams) sent from Krakow to
Lemberg.
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Under the patronage of the
Embassy of Ukraine,
Primary
Sponsor

Primary
Sponsor

the Ukrainian National Foundation
invites you to the
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July
17-19
2009

Ukrainian Cultural Festival
at Soyuzivka

Spectacular Saturday evening show with RUSLANA, Eurovision winner
Roma Pryma Bohachevsky Dance Workshop dancers • violinist Oleh Kulchytsky, Lviv • Anichka •
bandurist Victor Mishalow • Dumka chorus, N.Y. • singer Natalka Kobelak •
folk dance groups Iskra, Whippany, and Zolotyj Promin, Hartford •
MCs: George Dzundza, of “Grey’s Anatomy” and “Law & Order” fame, and Lydia Kulbida,
popular newscaster • and much more ... fun activities all day • stage shows every day • zabavas with
Zahrava and Hrim • delicious ethnic cuisine • vendor market • varenyky-eating championship
For more information,
call 845-626-5641
or visit www.soyuzivka.com
Soyuzivka Heritage Center
216 Foordmore Rd
PO Box 529
Kerhonson, NY 12446
Email: Soyuzivka@aol.com

In the event Soyuzivka has no vacancies,
contact the nearby Hudson Valley Resort at 888-9-HUDSON
Shuttle service will operate between Soyuzivka and the Hudson
Valley Resort Saturday throughout the day until 1 A.M.
For bus service from Brighton Beach to Soyuzivka, contact New
Tours Agency at 718-943-6400
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NEWSBRIEFS
(Continued from page 2)
afternoon of May 4. (Ukrinform)
U.S., NATO, EU express concern
PRAGUE – The United States, NATO
and the European Union on May 1
expressed serious concern over border
defense agreements signed by Russia and
the separatist Georgian regions of
Abkhazia and South Ossetia, saying the
treaties go against ceasefire deals brokered after last summer’s Georgian war.
U.S., NATO and EU statements said the
deals contravene Russia’s commitments
under the August 12, 2008, EU-brokered
ceasefire agreement that ended the brief
war between Russia and Georgia. Under
the border defense deal, signed on April
30 in Moscow by Russian President
Dmitry Medvedev and the separatist leaders of the two regions, Russia has formally taken responsibility for the defense of
Abkhazia’s and South Ossetia’s de-facto
borders with the rest of Georgia. Moscow
recognized Abkhazia and South Ossetia
as independent states after last summer’s
war. The signing of the treaties came one
week before NATO was due to hold exercises in Georgia to which Russia has
objected, and shortly after NATO expelled
two Russian diplomats from the alliance’s
Brussels headquarters over spying allegations. (RFE/RL)
Pysanka festival held in Kolomyia

Driver with a 6-passenger
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KYIV – Kolomyia, Ivano-Frankivsk
Oblast, holds the Pysanka Festival each
year at the conclusion of Easter festivities. This year the festival attracted over
160 folk masters and almost 40 folk
groups not only from the Zakarpattia
region of Ukraine, but also from the Lviv,
Ternopil and Chernivtsi regions.
Primarily, this is a festival of pysankamaking, where it is possible to see, purchase and even try to make a pysanka;
master classes are held on the art of
pysanka-making. This is the third year
that the festival has been held. It takes
place in front of the world’s only Pysanka
Museum. (Ukrinform)
Huge navy flag hoisted in Crimea
KYIV – A huge naval flag, measuring 4
by 6 meters, was hoisted over the building
of the headquarters of the southern naval
base of Ukraine’s Naval Forces in Crimea
on April 29, the Ukrainian fleet’s press
service said. Sailors were marking the 91st
anniversary of the hoisting of Ukraine’s
flag over Black Sea Fleet vessels and the
Sevastopol fortress on April 29, 1918. The
flag was raised during a festive ceremony
to mark the transfer of the Black Sea Fleet
to the ownership of the Ukrainian National
Republic. (Ukrinform)
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Lviv recognized as cultural capital
KYIV – The city of Lviv won a competition held for the first time by the State
Service for Tourism and Resorts, and was
recognized as the cultural capital of
Ukraine for 2009. Lviv hosts over 100
festivals annually, and 60 museums and
100 churches of different confessions
function in the city. Lviv is annually visited by over 1 million tourists from
Ukraine, Poland, Germany, Austria,
Belarus, the United States and Russia.
The State Service for Tourism and Resorts
intends to hold a competition for the title
of Ukraine’s cultural capital each year.
(Ukrinform)
Historic battle’s anniversary
RIVNE, Ukraine – Ukrainians marked
the 65th anniversary of the largest battle
between the Ukrainian Insurgent Army
(known by its Ukrainian acronym as the
UPA) and Soviet troops during World
War II. At a place called Hurbi, near the
town of Rivne, 5,000 UPA fighters from
the Bohun division clashed with 30,000
Soviet Red Army and NKVD troops on
April 22-25, 1944. A special commemoration ceremony was held in Hurbi on
April 21. UPA veteran Dmytro Avdeev
told RFE/RL that thousands of soldiers
from both sides were killed during the
fighting, including his two brothers and
several friends. He himself was wounded
and was later sentenced to 25 years in jail
by the Soviets. The UPA fought against
Nazi German forces, the Polish underground army and Soviet forces. It was
disbanded in 1949, but some units continued operations until 1956. (RFE/RL)
Ukraine is 7th biggest steelmaker
KYIV – In March, Ukraine cut the output of steel by 38.5 percent (as compared
to the same period in 2008) to 2.38 million tons, Ukraine is seventh on the list of
the 66 largest producers of steel. Among
the 10 leading steelmakers of the first
three months of 2009 are: China, Japan,
India, Russia, the United States, South
Korea, Germany, Turkey and Brazil.
Sixty-six countries produced approximately 263.653 million tons of steel in
the first quarter of 2009, which is down
22.8 percent from the previous year.
(Ukrinform)
Ukraine to work on shuttle replacement
KYIV – The Yuzhnoye Design Office
in Dnipropetrovsk, will play a role in
building replacements for the U.S. space
shuttle as flights of the shuttles Discovery,
Atlantis and Endeavor will end and the
Delta-2 launch vehicle will be taken out
of service in 2010. According to
Oleksander Dehtiaryov, first deputy chief
(Continued on page 15)
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The large flag of Ukraine’s Naval Forces that was raised on April 29.
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designer at Yuzhnoye, Ukrainians will
produce the first stage for Taurus-2 rocket. “We proposed to the Americans a
design of our promising Bayard missile
system, but we want this to be an
American rocket. It will be then accessible to all payloads, including governmental ones. So, the participation of the
Yuzhnoye Design Office in the Taurus-2
project will not go beyond production of
the rocket’s first stage, and the second
[stage] will be American,” he noted.
American partners will provide the
Yuzhnoye Design Office with engines for
the first stage of Taurus-2, but they are
produced in Russia. (Ukrinform)
Croatia halts visa requirement
KYIV – The Ukrainian Embassy in
Croatia reported the decision of the
Croatian government to suspend the visa
regime for Ukrainian citizens from May 1
through October 31. Ukrainian citizens,
owners of valid foreign passports, are
thereby allowed to enter Croatia for a
period of up to 90 days and transit via the
country. (Ukrinform)
Visa-free regime for Ukrainians
K Y I V – G u a t e m a l a , S a l v a d o r,
Honduras and Nicaragua as of April 1
introduced a visa-free regime for
Ukrainian citizens, reported Guatemala’s
Embassy in Russia, which has concurrent
accreditation in Ukraine. (Ukrinform)
166th political party registered
KYIV – The Justice Ministry in April
registered a new political party, the AllUkrainian Party Children of War. The
party is the 166th registered in Ukraine.
Anatolii Pachevskyi, director of the private agricultural enterprise Radovske,
heads the party Children of War.
(Ukrinform)
Chornobyl information network
KYIV – The United Nations will set
up the International Chornobyl Research
Information Network in Ukraine, and
$2.5 million (U.S.) will be spent on its
creation, it was announced on April 23.
Internet centers will open in all the
Ukrainian villages near the area hit by the
Chornobyl nuclear disaster in order to
inform people about the environmental
situation in their territory. The United
Nations Trust Fund for Human Security,

which includes Japan, Thailand and
Slovenia, will finance the creation of the
International Chornobyl Research
Information Network. Modern Internet
centers are expected to open in population centers situated not far from the
Chornobyl Nuclear Power Plant within
the next three years. Chornobyl’s reactor
No. 4 exploded in the early hours of April
26, 1986, sending a plume of highly
radioactive fallout into the atmosphere.
This nuclear accident is considered to be
the largest man-made disaster in the history of humanity. (Ukrinform)
School to be named after James Mace
KYIV – James Mace, a U.S. scholar
and researcher of the 1932-1933
Holodomor will be honored by having a
school in Kyiv named after him. The
decision was made by the Kyiv City
Administration’s Commission for
Renaming and Memorial Signs.
According to administration Deputy
Chairman Serhii Rudyk, a draft resolution
will be submitted to the Kyiv City
Council in the near future. Secondary
Comprehensive School No. 250 in the
Desniansky district will be named after
Dr. Mace. The school is working closely
with the scholar ’s widow, Natalia
Dziubenko-Mace, to prepare all the informational and educational work necessary
for the renaming. (The Day)
Mejlis comments on Russian politicians
KYIV – The chairman of the Mejlis
(Council) of the Crimean Tatars, Mustafa
Jemilev, who is a national deputy of
Ukraine, met OSCE High Commissioner
on National Minorities Knut Vollebaek,
during the latter’s visit to Crimea. During
the meeting, Mr. Jemilev said that proRussian politicians have intensified their
activity in the Autonomous Republic of
Crimea. “Moreover, Crimean officials
quite often act as ferocious supporters of
both anti-Crimean Tatar and anti-Ukrainian values. However, they cover themselves with their public positions in various ‘Russian blocs’ and other organizations,” the Mejlis noted on April 23.
According to the Mejlis, the official of
the Organization for Security and
Cooperation in Europe was interested in
the activity of various NGOs and political
organizations in Crimea, and manifestations of intolerance in Crimean society,
which is of a special importance on the
eve of the Memorial Day for the Victims
of Deportation, which is marked on May
18. (Ukrinform)

Olga H. Kernitsky
90, of Midlothian, Virginia, born in Ukraine to George Gumowski and
Maria Shustokewicz Gumowski, passed away April 8, 2009. She is
survived by her son, Ihor B. Evanick and his sons, Ian Evanick and
Christopher Pulver; and her daughter, Lydia Kernitsky, her husband,
Mitch Tedeschi, and their children, Roman, Mike and Kim.
She is interred at Dale Memorial Park in Virginia.
Olga lived a selfless life dedicated to her family and friends. She lived
simply so that the ones she loved had the opportunity to enjoy life in a
way that was not offered to her. We will love and think about her
always.
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HURI seminar looks at linguistic attitudes and policies in Ukraine
by Peter T. Woloschuk
CAMBRIDGE, Mass. – Volodymyr
Kulyk, a senior research fellow at the
Institute of Political and Ethnic Studies at
the National Academy of Sciences of
Ukraine, and currently a fellow at the
Woodrow Wilson International Center for
Scholars in Washington, recently spoke on
“Language Policy and Linguistic Attitudes
in Ukraine: What People Want the State to
Do” as part of the Harvard Ukrainian
Research Institute’s Seminar in Ukrainian
Studies. He also addressed the topic
“Minority Education in Ukraine: The Cases
of Hungarians and Crimean Tatars” for
HURI’s Ukraine Study Group.
In his first presentation Mr. Kulyk pointed out that the language situation in Ukraine
is unique and emphasized the fact that government policy-makers have been unable to
adequately support the development of the
Ukrainian language since independence and
have opted instead “to make a very irregular
and unusual situation seem normal.”
He then went over data from surveys that
he has been conducting in Ukraine for the
past four years and began by saying that
“The language situation is currently a fluid
one,” he noted. “The overwhelming majority of the population has come to the realization that there is a relationship between language and nationality and between language
and country.”
“At least, initially, most people recognized the need for the Ukrainian language to
have a special status,” Mr. Kulyk pointed
out, “and most people were willing to make
compromises. However, as the issue
becomes more and more politicized, attitudes have hardened and people are beginning to become entrenched in their positions.”
According to the most recent demograph-

ic information available more than 75 percent of the population identified itself as ethnically Ukrainian, Mr. Kulyk said.
“According to the last census approximately
65 percent said that Ukrainian was their
native language, and yet our survey found
that just over 50 percent claimed Ukrainian
as their native language, while 15 percent
say that they consider both Ukrainian and
Russian equally as their native languages.
Even more telling is the fact that only 40
percent said that Ukrainian is the language
used in their family and almost 25 percent
said that both Ukrainian and Russian are
used.”
More than 56 percent of all people surveyed said that they viewed Russian as “the
language of convenience,” with fewer than
10 percent in the western part of the country
saying so and more than 90 percent saying
so in the east, Mr. Kulyk said.
“Almost half of the population said that
the primary task of the state policy on language was to promote the use of Ukrainian,
while 38 percent said that the state had an
obligation to upgrade the status of Russian,”
Mr. Kulyk said.
“In spite of this, only 18 percent of the
respondents indicated that they would like
to see Russian achieve the status of a regional language, and, more significantly only 25
percent said that they wanted Russian to be
given the status of a second state language.”
Mr. Kulyk indicated. “Twenty-five percent
said they wanted to see Russian used more,
while 16 percent said that they wanted to see
less Ukrainian. On the other hand, 42 percent of those surveyed said that they wanted
to see more Ukrainian used and 28 percent
wanted to see less Russian used in public
life,” he added.
Among those classified as rich, almost 30
percent preferred to use Ukrainian, and an
other 15 percent said that they used both

Volodymyr Kulyk
languages, Mr. Kulyk observed. Among the
middle classes, 38 percent preferred
Ukrainian, and another 22 percent said that
they used both languages, while among the
poor, 38 percent said that they preferred
Ukrainian and another 30 percent said that
they used both.
“The study also found that fully 9 percent
of the population claimed to be exclusively
Russian speaking and that it saw no need
and no use for Ukrainian at all,” Mr. Kulyk
pointed out. “Russian speakers are much
more adamant about their language usage
than Ukrainian speakers, and a good number
will not use Ukrainian even if they have a
working knowledge of the language.”
Recently there were demonstrations in
Ukraine by Russian speakers and their supporters about the government mandate that
all movies shown in Ukraine be dubbed in
Ukrainian, Mr. Kulyk continued. “They
complained that this move took away from
the esthetics of the films and would actually
ruin them, and they were successful in their
efforts.”
“In reality, their arguments were specious
and everyone knew it,” Mr. Kulyk continued. More than 80 percent of the movies
currently shown in Ukraine are made in the
West and then dubbed in Russian. The original language of the films is usually English.
“Whether the dubbing is done in Russian or
Ukrainian should make no difference esthetically to the viewer. However, Russian
speakers and their supporters mobilized
themselves and they actually got the government to back down,” he said.
“Ukrainians, for the most part, are much
more tolerant about language,” Mr. Kulyk
said. “Most will switch to Russian if spoken
to in Russian and most are willing to accept
some accommodation with the use of
Russian in everyday life.”
Since independence, there has been an
evolution in the attitude towards Russian
and in the demand for Russian, and, unfortunately, “the Ukrainian government leadership was either too weak or too inept to capitalize on its opportunities,” Mr. Kulyk
explained. “At first, no one even raised the
issue of Russian, then after a few years
attempts were made to introduce it as a parallel legal language on the local, regional
and oblast levels.”
This effort ceased when Leonid Kuchma
was elected president and supporters of the
Russian language believed that he would
make it an official second language, Mr.
Kulyk added. “When this didn’t happen
there was some retrenchment, and with the
victory of the Orange coalition there was
even more,” he explained.
After Ukraine became a signatory of the
European Union’s international treaty guaranteeing the language rights of endangered
linguistic groups and ethnic minorities, the
strategy of the Russian speakers in Ukraine
has been to try to claim this status and to

show that the government and society are
discriminating against them, Mr. Kulyk said.
“Their interpretation of the treaty is ridiculous and is not what was intended at all.
The signatories were trying to protect the
languages of small ethnic groups that are
being overwhelmed by the predominant language in their region and by the dominant
mass media,” he noted.
“Russian is not in jeopardy in Ukraine,”
Mr. Kulyk underscored, “and, even if it
completely disappeared in every oblast in
the country, it is still the official language of
the Russian Federation and is spoken by
more than 150 million people. The Russian
language is not in danger.”
He also pointed out that most Russian
speakers in Ukraine currently identify themselves as Ukrainians but indicated that there
was always a danger that they could be
mobilized to identify themselves with the
larger Russian-speaking world, Russian culture and the Russian state.
“One other interesting finding of our
study was the fact that 49 percent of those
surveyed who were between the ages of 18
and 30 indicated that Russian was their language of choice and it didn’t matter whether
they lived in eastern Ukraine or in the western regions,” Mr. Kulyk pointed out. “These
are the young people who have been educated in independent Ukraine and have been
taught in the Ukrainian language. This fact
indicated that our educational system is failing. Young people do not see Ukrainian as a
language of the future or as a language with
potential or with promise.”
If Ukrainian is to hold its own and to survive and flourish, the government needs to
take action to make Ukrainian a viable competitor to Russian in the predominantly
Russian-speaking areas of the country and it
must work to raise the prestige of Ukrainian
throughout the country, particularly in the
eyes of the young, Mr. Kulyk concluded.
Mr. Kulyk’s second talk specifically dealt
with the current experience of the Hungarian
minority of Zakarpattia and the recently
repatriated Crimean Tatars in Crimea. He
pointed out that the four largest ethnic
minority groups in Ukraine today, excluding
the Russians, whom he put in a separate category, are the Romanians, Hungarians, Poles
and Crimean Tatars.
For the most part the Hungarians live in a
compact mass in villages and towns that are
more than 80 percent Hungarian and are
fairly close to the current Hungarian border,
Mr. Kulyk reported. “The language that they
use on a day to day basis is Hungarian.
Because they are so close to the border they
have full access to all forms of Hungarian
media including radio, television, and printed materials.
Most of the school-age children go to
schools where Hungarian is the major language of instruction, while a much smaller
number go to schools where both Ukrainian
and Hungarian are used, he pointed out. The
schools are run by the Ukrainian Ministry of
Education and the textbooks used are translations of the standard Ukrainian texts that
are used throughout the rest of the country.”
“Over the last few years there has been a
reorientation among Hungarians and they
now look to Kyiv and Ukraine as their country and as their best hope for advancement,”
Mr. Kulyk said. “After the collapse of the
Soviet Union many of these people looked
to Hungary for opportunity and they did
very well in cross border smuggling operations. Numbers of them migrated to
Budapest and other parts of the country and
many of their young people attended
Hungarian universities.”
“However, attitudes have now changed,”
Mr. Kulyk explained. “The new Hungarian
government is dominated by the Socialists
and they have made it clear that they have
no obligation to their ‘poor relations’ who
(Continued on page 18)
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censor journalists, he said.
Yet, censorship in the media has taken a
far more sophisticated form, with the television networks and newspapers performing
their own self-censorship on behalf of the
nation’s oligarchs, Dr. Soskin said.
In the case of the Inter television network,
reportedly the most widely watched in
Ukraine, one of its main shareholders,
Dmytro Firtash, has allegedly used its weekly political talk shows to hype and promote
the presidential candidacy of Mr. Yatsenyuk
by positioning him on the center stage.
Meanwhile, the practice of “jeansa,” or
accepting money from political parties for
favorable coverage, is rampant throughout
the Ukrainian media, from the executive to
the lowliest reporter, who have grown to tolerate it as a means of supplementing their
meager incomes.
“There is no freedom of speech in
Ukraine,” Dr. Soskin said. “All the leading
television stations and media resources in
Ukraine are bought and led from a single
center,” he said, referring to Ukraine’s oligopoly.
Critics of the Ternopil Oblast elections
alleged massive fraud in the final vote tally,
which awarded 35 percent of the votes to
the Svoboda All-Ukrainian Union, 14 percent to the Single Center, 10 percent to the
Party of Regions and 8 percent to the
Tymoshenko Bloc, which boycotted the
elections and didn’t recognize its result.
Ahead of the elections, polls predicted
only a 2 percent result for the PRU and 6
percent for Single Center, said Ihor Zhdanov,
president of the Open Politics Analytical
Center.
The inflated result of 8 percent for each
of those parties implies that the Presidential
Secretariat led by Viktor Baloha, who
founded the Single Center party, engaged in
vote fraud, Mr. Zhdanov alleged. He cited
two potential sites where it could have
occurred: at the printing press, and at the
local and regional election commissions.
As more evidence, Mr. Zhdanov cited the
sudden surge of voter turnout figures from
35 percent at 3 p.m. to 51 percent by 9 p.m.
“This phenomenon can’t be explained
from an academic or sociological point of
view, but it can be explained applying our
political realities,” he said. “For example,
we need to figure out whether there were
massive falsifications and use of ‘adminresurs.’” “Adminresurs” is the Ukrainian
term for officials abusing their access to
government resources for use in election
campaigns.
In the Ternopil elections, “Baloha practiced models to be used for the presidential
election – creating a control vertical in the
government, manipulating votes and bribing
members of election commissions, among
others,” Dr. Soskin said.
For the presidential election, no single
candidate has an advantage on media control and access to adminresurs, said
Oleksander Chernenko, board chairman of
the Committee of Voters of Ukraine (CVU),
the nation’s most authoritative electionmonitoring organization.
The CVU published a preview report of
the presidential election on April 21, which
can be downloaded at http://www.cvu.org.
ua.
Although the CVU demands transparency from political parties as to their financing, its own financing is vague, reporting
only “donations from private Ukrainian
individuals and firms,” as well George
Soros’ International Renaissance Fund and
the Charles Stewart Mott Foundation.
Political observers, including Mr.
Zhdanov, sharply criticized the CVU for
approving the Ternopil Oblast Council elections the day after without dispatching a significant monitoring team and performing an
appropriate analysis.
“None of the existing political forces has

Four presidential hopefuls: Viktor Yanukovych, Arseniy Yatsenyuk, Yulia Tymoshenko and Viktor Yushchenko.
an absolute monopoly on administrative or
media resources,” the CVU report said.
“The majority of parties with a minimum
rating don’t have a deficit of material
resources.”
Indeed, each of Ukraine’s three major
political forces – the Presidential Secretariat
led by Messrs. Yushchenko and Baloha, the
Cabinet led by Ms. Tymoshenko, and the
opposition led by Mr. Yanukovych – have
access to adminresurs.
Through the state oblast administrations,
which represent the Presidential Secretariat’s
interests in each oblast capital, Mr. Baloha
was able to manipulate the Ternopil Oblast
Council elections through his personal
appointee and close colleague in the local
state administration, Yurii Chyzhmar,
observers said.
“Svoboda became a shield for Single
Center,” said Viktor Nebozhenko, president
of the Ukrainian Barometer sociological service. “Simply covering themselves with
Svoboda’s activity, Baloha and his governor
(Chyzhmar) did everything to paint these
scandalous figures,” he said, referring to the
final results.
While Mr. Baloha’s Single Center and
Mr. Yushchenko’s Our Ukraine have access
to the state oblast administration, the Party
of Regions dominates local government
organs, particularly in southern and eastern
Ukraine.
Local government structures in central
and western Ukraine are currently dominated by the Tymoshenko Bloc and the
Volodymyr Lytvyn Bloc, the CVU reported.
All these parties are busy forming campaign headquarters in the various regions,
the CVU reported, including the Change
Front civic movement, which is preparing
the presidential candidacy of its leader, Mr.
Yatsenyuk.
“The process of creating the Change
Front currently is the most dynamic among
all the recognized new projects,” the CVU
reported. At the same time, “the new political force hasn’t created powerful media
bases at its sites and hasn’t ordered ‘reserved
ads’ in the regional mass media,” it reported.
“The Change Front’s presence in the
mass media consists of reflecting the activity
and positions of Arseniy Yatsenyuk in the
national media and announcements regarding his visits in the local media,” the CVU
added.
Mr. Yatsenyuk would earn 13 percent in a
first-round vote, compared to 28 percent for
Mr. Yanukovych and 16 percent for Ms.
Tymoshenko, according to a Research &
Branding Group poll that surveyed 2,078
respondents between April 1 and 9.
Research & Branding Group is a marketing and polling firm that conducts monthly
election polls and reports the information,
said Serhii Slinko, the firm’s assistant director, who declined to state directly whether
someone paid for the poll. The company is
financed by private clients, including political parties, he said.
If Mr. Yatsenyuk made it to the secondround run-off, he would lose to Mr.
Yanukovych 34 percent to 36 percent.
However, the poll indicated he had a better
chance at winning the run-off than Ms.
Tymoshenko, who would lose to Mr.
Yanukovych 29 percent to 38 percent.
Mr. Yatsenyuk would handily defeat Ms.
Tymoshenko in a second round run-off, 33

percent to 22 percent, the poll said.
The 34-year-old politician, who is expected to announce his candidacy once he
becomes legally eligible on his birthday on
May 22, is amassing a war chest of at least
$50 million, said Taras Berezovets, director
of Polittech, a Kyiv-based political consulting firm.
Mr. Yatsenyuk has reportedly received
financial support from Ukraine’s biggest oligarchs, including RosUkrEnergo middleman Dmytro Firtash, and industrial magnates Victor Pinchuk and Igor Kolomoisky,
observers said.
However, given that the industrial oligarchs have suffered from the financial crisis, it’s the financial speculators like Mr.
Firtash and Kyiv Mayor Leonid
Chernovetskyi that will have more financial
clout, Mr. Berezovets noted.
In the meantime, Mr. Yanukovych and
Ms. Tymoshenko will spend no more than
$100 million each, he said, likely eliminating the lavish concerts featuring national
pop singers and T-shirt giveaways that
marked the prior parliamentary campaigns.
“In contrast they won’t regret spending –
and this will be among the main points – on
the direct buying of votes, what my colleagues and I have begun calling ‘Ternopil
political technology,’ a mix of adminresurs
and direct vote-buying,” he said.
Campaign messages will be simple, Mr.
Berezovets said, and the current economic
crisis will push to the back burner the standard campaign issues of recognizing the
Russian language and joining the North
Atlantic Treaty Organization.
Candidates have already demonstrated
they will tackle more pragmatic matters.
After a May 6 fire at a Dnipropetrovsk
gaming and slot machine venue resulted in
10 deaths, Ms. Tymoshenko flew to her
hometown the next day and found new fodder for her campaign – the gaming industry
despised by most Ukrainians, who are fed
up with casinos plaguing their neighborhoods.

“There is an enormous number of such
venues in the country,” she said. “We will
review what happened in Dnipropetrovsk to
implement order in the gaming industry in
general. Today I want to hear complex proposals from the ministers present to resolve
the issue.”
Expect both candidates to make many
exorbitant promises, Dr. Soskin said. “In
western Ukraine, they will promise that
Ukraine will be European and the Ukrainian
language will be upheld,” he said.
“Essentially in each region, they will say
what the local electorate wants to hear.”
Ms. Tymoshenko has already demonstrated that she will say very different things
in the Luhansk and Lviv oblasts, what Dr.
Soskin referred to as “demagoguery, populism, gibberish and promises.”
On a more serious note, he told The
Weekly the election has the potential to
threaten Ukrainian statehood, given his conviction that the economic crisis will only
deepen through the winter and approach a
possible collapse.
An October election would benefit Ms.
Tymoshenko because she will avoid voter
backlash once the economy worsens in the
winter, he said, which will be exacerbated
by the annual New Year natural gas provocation delivered by the government of the
Russian Federation.
Things could get ugly if the election is
held in January, however. The economic
instability, coupled with Ms. Tymoshenko
and Mr. Yanukovych “fighting to the death”
for an election victory, as Dr. Soskin put it,
could induce the Russian government to
take advantage of Ukraine’s descent into
chaos and initiate a conflict. This is a view
shared by numerous political observers.
“What will happen could be scary,” Mr.
Soskin warned. “And the Western countries
aren’t interfering. They are in a frozen state,
as much as Tymoshenko and Yushchenko
were a disappointment. Meanwhile,
[Barack] Obama is very far removed from
Ukraine.”
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live beyond the national borders. As a result,
Ukrainian Hungarians are coming to regard
Ukraine as their homeland and this has created some problems for them because their
knowledge of and fluency in Ukrainian is
currently fairly limited.”
Unfortunately, the way that the Ukrainian
language is now taught is also somewhat
problematic, Mr. Kulyk added. What these
students and adults need is a basic knowledge of everyday Ukrainian, and what they
are getting is high literature. As a result, they
have some reading ability and some understanding of the Ukrainian classics but they
have great difficulty in speaking the language. Their problems are further compounded by the fact that the new educational
legislation requires a demonstration of proficiency in written and spoken Ukrainian as a
criteria for higher education.
“The case of the Crimean Tatars is completely different,” Mr. Kulyk emphasized.
“While they were in exile both in Soviet
and post-Soviet times, the Tatars were
forced to live and work in a Russian
milieu. Language, culture, and traditions
were highly suspect and were discouraged,
and the Tatars faced discrimination regularly,” he said.

With their return to Crimea, the Tatars are
now a group seeking to reclaim and/or in
most cases, to build an identity for themselves, Mr. Kulyk said. “Only a very small
minority of seniors have preserved the language, culture, traditions and religion.
Everyone else is learning it for the first
time.”
“Owing to resettlement patterns,” Mr.
Kulyk pointed out, “there is no village,
town, or city in the entire peninsula that is
predominately populated by Tatars. They are
a minority everywhere. As a result, there is
little impetus to revert to the native language. Only a small minority of Crimean
Tatar children is enrolled in schools using
the Tatar language, and most of them are
actually in bi-lingual schools that use either
Russian or Ukrainian as the main language
of instruction.”
“A majority of Crimean Tatars don’t even
use their language at home, in their family
circle, or among themselves in public,” he
noted.
Mr. Kulyk said that the Crimean Tatar
“leadership has been working closely with
the Ukrainian Ministry of Education to create a series of textbooks in their language for
grades K through 12, but the work progresses slowly and it will be 10 to 20 years before
it is complete.” “It would be better and faster
to concentrate on immersion in the native
language in the lower grades and then
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switch to a bilingual Tatar-Ukrainian system
for high school.” Interestingly enough, the
majority of Crimean Tatars prefer Ukrainian
over Russian but they do use Russian
because it is the dominant language in the
peninsula,” he added.
“There is also a Crimean Tartar diaspora
in Turkey that amounts to almost 8 million
people, and they have been helpful in setting
up scholarships for higher education in
Turkey for Crimean Tatars. However, there

has been no emphasis on their part on developing the ancestral language and all instruction is given in modern Turkish,” Mr. Kulyk
noted.
Mr. Kulyk is a native of the Chernihiv
Oblast. Much of his work has been funded
by a grant from the European Union’s
International Association for the Promotion
of Cooperation with Scientists from the
Newly Independent States of the Former
Soviet Union (INTAS).

Russian president...

of the Kremlin lies in the upcoming
Ukrainian presidential elections. If the
Kremlin decides to once again support the
pro-Russian Ukrainian Party of Regions, as it
did in 2004, it might demand that its favored
candidate, Viktor Yanukovych, reject the
March agreement reached in Brussels.
Instead, by allowing Russia to participate in
the reconstruction of the Ukrainian pipeline,
it will obtain a powerful say in controlling
the Ukrainian gas transit system.
The outcome of this gamble is far from
clear. Mr. Yanukovych has remained noncommittal on this issue while Ukrainian
President Viktor Yushchenko has insisted on
the revision of the January 2009 gas import
contract with Gazprom (Ukrayinska Pravda,
April 23, 2009). This does not appear feasible. Mr. Yushchenko’s somewhat confused
statement at his press conference on April 22
was vague and appeared to be yet another
attack on Prime Minister Yulia Tymoshenko
as part of his effort to discredit her.
However, it is clear that Gazprom is now
set on controlling all its gas transit routes in
Europe.

(Continued from page 2)
to dictate transit tariff fees as well as collect
huge rents from domestic EU gas sales, not
to mention the immense political advantages
Russia stood to gain from such a coup.
The “Third Energy Packet” legislation
demands the decoupling of energy producers
from pipelines they own – and can possibly
manipulate in order to inflate prices through
bypassing the terms of existing long-term gas
sales contracts.
One commentary in the Russian press
stated that “while the North Stream project is
not threatened by this [‘Third Energy Packet’
legislation] because it is protected by a special agreement which forbids the assignment
of management of the project to third parties,
Russia will not gain the political influence in
Europe which it expected and which has prolonged the project’s implementation”
(Kommersant, April 23, 2009).
What apparently upsets Moscow’s energy
interests is that the legislation will pave the
way for EU gas companies to buy Russian
gas at the Ukrainian-Russian border and
thereby integrate the Ukrainian gas transit
pipeline into the EU gas pipeline network.
Such a move will further undermine Mr.
Putin’s goal of subjugating Ukraine.
The way to combat this strategically
important geopolitical challenge in the eyes

The article above is reprinted from
Eurasia Daily Monitor with permission from
its publisher, the Jamestown Foundation,
www.jamestown.org.
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Chicago hosts Global Cities Forum attended by nearly 30 mayors
CHICAGO – Mayor Richard M. Daley
and Chicago Sister Cities International welcomed mayors and municipal leaders from
around the world for the first-ever Chicago
Global Cities Forum, held at the University
of Illinois-Chicago’s Conference Center on
April 27-29. Nearly 30 mayors and municipal leaders attended the Forum, including
Vice Mayor Yevhen Chervonenko representing Kyiv.
The conference agenda focused on three
major topics: Global Economic Recovery,
Human Capital and Urban Planning.
During this three-day summit, visiting
municipal leaders presented their cities’
innovative strategies and exchanged ideas
and “best practices” on a number of topics.
The 2009 Richard J. Daley Urban
Forum opened on Monday, April 27. It
was a public event that focused on the
critical role that cities are playing not
only in recovering from the global economic crisis, but also in generating and
sustaining long-term growth once the crisis has ebbed. Vice-President Joe Biden
delivered the keynote address. This was

followed by two days of private discussion focused on pathways to economic
recovery, urban planning and human capital initiatives.
“As mayors and leaders of municipal
government, we share the same challenges. To secure our individual city’s economic futures, we must remain committed to fully participating in the global
economy and continue to overcome those
challenges which have become greater in
recent months,” Mayor Daley said.
“The world has shifted from a collection of regional or national economies to
a truly global economy. The future wellbeing of cities depends on how we plan
for and deal with global inter-connection.
We must make cultural connections and
expand our working relationships with
global partners,” he said.
Vice-Mayor Chervonenko and Mayor
Daley reaffirmed the Kyiv-Chicago Sister
City relationship, and a plan for future
exchanges in the area of emergency management and transportation was agreed
upon.

Ukrainian-Russian...

The Ukrainian-Russian cultural war
and differences over national identity
have become acutely important in
Ukraine’s presidential elections, which
are invariably perceived as deciding the
country’s geopolitical future as either
lying with Russia and the CIS or with the
West. This was the case in the 1994, 1999
and especially in the 2004 presidential
elections, when Russia heavily intervened
to halt the “nationalist” candidate
(Yushchenko) and lost. Mr. Putin has
since taken this as a personal defeat that
requires some form of payback.
With six months remaining until the
elections, President Yushchenko has
described himself as a person who does
“not belong to those people who waver in
their patriotism. I am not a little Russian, I
am not a khokhol (derogatory term for little Russians). I am a Ukrainian” (Ekho
Moskvy, April 3). Mr. Yushchenko continued, “I am a Ukrainian president, I know
that this country requires an ideal president” (www.president.gov.ua, April 3).
Ukrainian opinion polls suggest the
“pro-Russian” Party of Regions of
Ukraine leader Viktor Yanukovych and
the “treasonous” Prime Minister Yulia
Tymoshenko are the two leading presidential candidates, neither of whom,
therefore, match Mr. Yushchenko’s
requirements for a “patriotic” president.
On April 24 Ukrayinska Pravda and four
days later the pro-Yushchenko Ukrayina
Moloda both ran leading articles on negotiations already underway for a new “proRussian” coalition between the Party of
Regions and the Yulia Tymoshenko Bloc
facilitated by Vladyslav Surkov, first deputy head of the Russian presidential
administration.
The Ukrainian-Russian cultural war is
part of a wider ongoing undeclared conflict between both countries over their
evolving national identities.
Ukraine’s “quadruple transition” has
focused on nation-and-state building, as
well as democratic and market economic
transition.
Russia, which did not declare independence in August 1991, became a reluctant
independent state and under Boris Yeltsin
it never settled on what nation and state it
was building.
Under Putin, the emerging Russian
national identity is unwilling to accept a
Ukraine in any guise except one populated by “little Russians.”

(Continued from page 1)
Post, April 22). The film has attracted
both older viewers, nostalgic for the
USSR, and younger people because of its
abundance of gratuitous violence (www.
life.pravda.com.ua, April 3).
It was released for the 200th anniversary of Gogol’s birth who, although born
in Ukraine, wrote in the Russian language
and has traditionally been viewed as a
“Russian” writer. The Ukrainian-Russian
cultural war has, therefore, descended
into an historical dispute over Gogol –
known to Ukrainians as Mykola Hohol.
On April 1 President Yushchenko visited Gogol’s museum in his native Poltava
region (www.president.gov.ua, April 1).
At a concert in Gogol’s honor, Mr.
Yushchenko said, “Gogol wrote in
Russian, was a Ukrainian, and thought
and felt himself to be a Ukrainian. I
believe it is ridiculous, and to a certain
extent the conflicts surrounding which
country he belongs to are demeaning”
(www.president.gov.ua, April 1).
On the same day, Russian Prime
Minister Vladimir Putin hailed Gogol as
an “outstanding Russian writer.”
The Ukrainian-Russian cultural war
had earlier become contested over Mr.
Yushchenko’s propagation of the 1933
Holodomor as directed against Ukrainians
and as genocide. Russia has gone on the
offensive against both of these Ukrainian
claims.
On February 25 the Russian Foreign
Ministry issued a DVD which will be followed later this year by three volumes of
6,000 historical documents to counter the
Ukrainian claims. The head of Russia’s
Federal Archives Agency, Vladimir
Kozlov, introduced the DVD at a Moscow
press conference, with the claim that the
Famine was “the result of [Stalin’s] criminal policy” against the peasantry, rather
than against any specific ethnic group
(www.rian.ru, February 25).
Ukraine’s debunking of Stalinism and
its publicizing of the Famine, has forced
Russia under Putin to digress from its
full-blown rehabilitation of Stalinism.
While rejecting Ukrainian claims of an
ethnic Genocide-Famine, Mr. Kozlov was
forced to admit that a crime (famine) had
indeed taken place against the peasantry,
as a result of Stalin’s collectivization policies. Russia’s rehabilitation of Stalinism
has propagated the myth that it was the
elites who had suffered the most from
Stalin’s purges (www.gulag.ipvnews.org,
September 16, 2006).

The article above is reprinted from
Eurasia Daily Monitor with permission
from its publisher, the Jamestown
Foundation, www.jamestown.org.

Attending the forum dinner at Chicago’s Field Museum (from left) are: Pavlo
Bandriwsky, president of the Ukrainian Congress Committee of America – Chicago
Branch; Vera Eliashevsky, chair, Chicago/Kyiv Sister Cities Committee; Oleksandr
Gaman, Consul of Ukraine; Bohdan Watral, CEO of Selfreliance Ukrainian American
Federal Credit Union; Oresta Fedyniak, chair of the Selfreliance Foundation;
Kostiantyn Kudryk, Consul General of Ukraine; Marta Farion, Executive Committee
member of the Chicago Sister Cities International Program; and Julian E. Kulas,
president of the Heritage Foundation of 1st Security Federal Savings Bank.

ASSOCIATION OF UKRAINIAN JOURNALISTS
IN CANADA AND USA
СПІЛКА УКРАЇНСЬКИХ ЖУРНАЛІСТІВ
КАНАДИ і США
2336A Bloor St. W., Suite 205
Toronto, ON., M6S 1P3
Tel/Fax: 416-410-1155
email: jurij@kontakt.ca

International Ukrainian Media Congress
to be held at
Soyuzivka, Kerhonkson, NY on May 15-17, 2009.
We invite you to attend a conference of journalists and media producers
representing Ukrainian media outlets in the USA and Canada.
Featured keynote speakers at our Congress will be
The President of the National Television Company of Ukraine Mr. Vasyl
Ilashchuk and Vice President Andrij Cherniuk.

7 Major sessions will discuss the following issues
facing Ukrainian Media in Diaspora
1st Session: Media for the 4th Wave - Sat. May 16 at 9AM
presenter – Ms. Myroslava Rozdolsky, publicist residing in New York, NY
2nd Session: Role of Ukr. Media in our Community - Sat. May 16 at 10:30 AM
co-presenter – Askold Lozynsky, past President of Ukrainian World Congress
co-presenter – Dr. Myron Kuropas, columnist The Ukrainian Weekly
3rd Session: Ukrainian Syntax and Spelling - Sat. May 16 at 2:30 PM
presenter – Stefan Berezowsky, Ass. Prod. Svitohliad, Ukrainian TV
4th Session: Window to Ukraine, Analysis or Reporting? - Sat. May 16 at 4:30 PM
presenter – Oksana Sokolyk, Song of Ukraine, Ukrainian Radio,
Banquet featuring guests from Ukraine Sat. May 16 at 7PM
Vasyl Ilashchuk, President of the National Television Company of Ukraine Andrij
Cherniuk, VP of the National Television Company of Ukraine
5th Session: Organizational Session - Where do we go from here? Sun. May 17 at 9AM
6th Session: Ethics in Modern Journalism - Sun. May 17 at 2:30 PM
presenter – Roma Hadzewycz, Editor-in-Chief, Svoboda,
The Ukrainian Weekly
7th Session: Modern Electronic Media- Sun. May 17 at 4:30 PM
presenter – Yaroslav Kokodyniak, Infoukes

Registration $300 per person double occupancy
meals and banquet included
To register please contact
Association President Jurij Klufas
by email at jurij@kontakt.ca
or telephone at 416-410-1155
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Front-running Tryzub team records sixth shutout of season
by Walter Kulba
FEASTERVILLE, PA. – The Ukrainian
Nationals Tryzub men’s soccer team
notched its sixth shutout of the season,
defeating UGH Ultra 6:0 at the United
German Hungarian club in Feasterville,
Pa.
The score belied the intensity and high
level of play in the first half. Both teams
had a few chances to score and UGH Ultra
had an advantage of possession time.
However, Tryzub played a smart defensive
game that stymied its opponents.
After a pep talk from player/coach
Petro Boretskij, Tryzub came out in the
second half and dominated play. On a
nice give-and-go, Dominick Popolizio
opened the scoring in the 47th minute. In
the 61st minute David Keller placed a
long shot into the upper left-hand corner
of the net. In the 71st minute Lian
McCreary headed a goal into the lower
right-hand corner of the net. Bryan
Duddy added two more tallies in the 80th
and 88th minutes, and Alvin Melhudo
ended the scoring in the 89th minute.
Although Tryzub won handily, it was
obvious that the younger players still need

The Tryzub men’s soccer team.
to play better as a unit, because they squandered many opportunities. They need to
learn to “read” each other better and anticipate passing and scoring opportunities.
Hopefully, they will to grow to make a very

good team into an awesome one.
Mike Jurchak is the manager of the
men’s major division team and vice-president of senior soccer for the Ukrainian
Nationals.

Tryzub currently has a record of nine
wins, one loss and one tie, and a total of
28 points in 11 games played, leading the
United Soccer League for the 2008-2009
season.

Ukraine's internal...
(Continued from page 3)
and real estate raids, reported Volodymyr
Chemerys, an activist and chair of the
Citizen’s Human Rights Committee at the
Ministry of Internal Affairs. Several were
hospitalized, and a journalist suffered a
broken arm.
Defending the interest of local oligarchs, the Internal Affairs Ministry never
acknowledged the illegal arrests, reported
Mr. Chemerys, who fought alongside Mr.
Lutsenko during the 2001 Ukraine
Without Kuchma and 2004 Orange
Revolution protests.
However, the former revolutionary
apparently morphed into the enemy he
once fought against, ignoring a citizens’
commission formed to investigate the
arrests of October-November 2008.
A particularly damaging moment for the
ministry occurred on February 22, when
police raided the wrong home in the
Crimean village of Myrne. Police threw a
grenade into the mistaken house, which
ignited and irreparably injured the arm of
Mustafa Khayirov.
The ministry issued an apology to the
victim and his family, and Mr. Lutsenko’s
critics demanded his resignation.
The latest incident in Frankfurt demonstrates just how corrupted the Orange government has become, particularly Mr.
Lutsenko, Mr. Lozowy said. “They
become so engrossed in robbing and stealing all this money, getting bowed to by
everyone around them, they act like masters of the universe,” he said.
“That type of arrest is unimaginable in
Russia and Ukraine, where there is no rule
of law. In Europe, however, these laws are
actually enforced, and the lowliest policeman has authority over an acting minister.”
President Viktor Yushchenko asked
Prime Minister Yulia Tymoshenko on May
6 to investigate the incident and requested
that First Vice Minister of Foreign Affairs
Volodymyr Khandohii obtain official
information from the German Embassy in
Ukraine, which he did on May 7.
Mr. Lutsenko’s arrest won’t lead to his
resignation, revealing “just how far we are
from a normal, civilized society,” Mr.
Lozowy predicted. Prime Minister
Tymoshenko will keep Mr. Lutsenko,
because the two formed a political alliance, he said, and she will particularly
need control of police forces during the
upcoming election.
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OUT AND ABOUT
Current through May 31
New York

Art exhibit, “Moments of Ukrainian Dance”
by Dianna Shmerykowsky, Bar 82,
dshmerykowsky@yahoo.com

May 30
Ottawa

Graduation Dinner and Dance, School of
Ukrainian Studies, Villa Marconi,
613-230-0997 or 613-739-9185

May 15-17
New York

St. George Ukrainian Festival, St. George
Ukrainian Catholic Church, 212-674-1615
or 212-253-2417

May 31
Ottawa

May 16
Lansdale, PA

“A Traditional Ukrainian Dinner,”
Presentation of Our Lord Ukrainian
Catholic Church, 215-368-3365

30th anniversary concert, “Colors of
Memory,” Ottawa School of Ukrainian
Dance and the Svitanok Ukrainian
Dance Ensemble, Bronson Center Theater,
613-692-5243

May 17
Dedham, MA

Fund-raiser picnic/barbecue, Ukrainian
American Educational Center of Boston,
508-245-1890 or 617-894-1891

June 8 through July 17
Pittsburgh, PA

Ukrainian language study program,
University of Pittsburgh,
http://sli.slavic.pitt.edu

June 12-14
Kingston, ON

May 18
Stanford, CA

Lecture by Volodymyr Kulyk, “Language
Policy in Ukraine: What People Want the
State to Do,” Stanford University,
650-723-3562

Art Exhibit, “Lviv, Ukraine Pavilion,”
Ukrainian Canadian Club of Kingston,
Regiopolis Notre-Dame High School,
613-549-5060

June 13
Baltimore, MD

Flea market, Ss. Peter and Paul Ukrainian
Catholic Church, 410-903-2142

May 20
Washington

Concert featuring pianist Valentina Lisitsa,
National Museum for Women in the Arts,
202-783-7370

May 20
Montreal

Film screening, “Okradena Zemlia” by Yurij
Luhovy, Ukrainian Youth Center,
514-725-0812

May 22
Woodbridge, ON

Benefit event, “An Affair of the Heart at
the Copacabana,” Ukrainian Canadian Care
Center, Paramount Entertainment Venue
and Conference Center, 416-243-2011
or 416-239-7799

May 22
Ottawa

Presentation by Orysia Tracz, “Songs Your
Mother Should Never Have Taught You –
Erotic Symbolism in Ukrainian Folk Songs,”
St. John the Baptist Ukrainian Catholic
Shrine, bradlei@magma.ca

Entries in “Out and About” are listed free of charge. Priority is given to
events advertised in The Ukrainian Weekly. However, we also welcome
submissions from all our readers. Items will be published at the discretion of the editors and as space allows. Please send e-mail to mdubas@
ukrweekly.com.

Whether they’re 15 or 50,
give your children a gift subscription to

THE UKRAINIAN WEEKLY.
To subscribe call 973-292-9800, x 3042
or e-mail ukrsubscr@att.net.

22

THE UKRAINIAN WEEKLY

SUNDAY, MAY 10, 2009

No. 19

UKELODEON
FOR THE NEXT GENERATION

St. Nicholas School students meet author, hockey player
by Natalka Doblosky

PASSAIC, N.J. – Author Michael
Dooling visited St. Nicholas Ukrainian
Catholic School on March 10. Mr.
Dooling has illustrated over 50 children’s picture books and authored
“The Great Horseless Carriage Race”
and “Lewis and Clark and Me.”
Dressed in colonial costume, he
spoke to the students of grades
Pre-K-8 about the creative story-writing process and book illustration.
Some lucky students got to have their
portraits painted by the author at end
of his presentation.
Earlier in the year, on February 10,
New Jersey Devils right wing Grant
Marshall was welcomed at St.
Nicholas Ukrainian Catholic School.
The hockey player presented a school
assembly program that emphasized
education, goal setting and commitment to excellence.
He explained how these principles

St. Nicholas students welcome New Jersey Devils’ hockey player Grant Marshall (front row, left) to their school.
are key elements for success in all
aspects of life. Grades 3-8 enjoyed
both Mr. Marshall’s presentation and
a follow-up question and answer session. He then posed with the students

for pictures and signed autographs.
St. Nicholas Ukrainian Catholic
School is located at 223 President St.,

Passaic, NJ 07055; telephone,
973-779-0249; website, http://home.
catholicweb.com/StNicholasukrainian.

Mishanyna
To solve this month’s Mishanyna, find the names of the wildflowers hidden in the grid. The list of flowers to search for
includes 16 names. How many are you familiar with?
(Suggestion: you can always go online to see photos of these
beautiful flowers.)
baby’s breath
black-eyed Susan
bluebonnet
blue flax
chicory

Author Michael Dooling with students Alexander Zawojski and Lena Wanio.

cornflower
cosmos
foxglove
hollyhock
prairie aster
rose angel

scarlet sage
Shasta daisy
wallflower
wine cup
yarrow
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Children enjoy pysanka workshop Astronaut visits with Class of 2009
and Easter egg hunt in Hillside
HILLSIDE, N.J. – On Sunday,
March 22, children and adults gathered after the 10:45 a.m. liturgy at
Immaculate Conception Ukrainian
Catholic Church to write pysanky
and enjoy an Easter egg hunt.
Odarka Polanskyj Stockert gave
valuable and insightful instructions
to the group as they began to create
their unique works of art. Many in
the audience had never written

pysanky before. Their excitement
was clearly evident as they began to
learn and experiment with this
beautiful symbol of Easter.
The children also enjoyed a funfilled Easter Egg Hunt on the church
property.
(Additional photos can be found
on the parish website www.byzantines.net/immaculateconception.)

Andrij Zwarych

JENKINTOWN, Pa. – During her visit to the Ukrainian Educational and
Cultural Center in suburban Philadelphia on April 25, Ukrainian American
astronaut Heidemarie Stefanyshyn-Piper, a captain in the U.S. Navy, met with
students of the Ukrainian Heritage School. Above she is seen with the Class of
2009 in front of St. Michael the Archangel Ukrainian Catholic Church.

Please send in your submissions for the next edition of
UKELODEON by June 5 to staff@ukrweekly.com.
We look forward to hearing from you!
The children eagerly wait the beginning of the Easter Egg Hunt.
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Soyuzivka’s Datebook
May 10 – Mother’s Day Luncheon
May 16 – Journalists’ Association
convention; UNA Secretaries’
Course
May 22-25 – Memorial Day weekend
Friday evening: Pete & Vlod on
the Tiki Deck
Saturday: Zabava with Svitanok,
10 pm
Sunday evening: Zuki & Mike on
the Tiki Deck

May 30-31 – Ukrainian American
Veterans Reunion
June 14 – UNA Seniors Week
June 21 – UNA Father’s Day;
Tennis Camp
June 27 – USCAK Tennis
Tournament Weekend
June 28 – Tabir Ptashat 1st session;
Exploration Day Camp 1

To book a room or event call: (845) 626-5641, ext. 140
216 Foordmore Road P.O. Box 529
Kerhonkson, NY 12446
E-mail: Soyuzivka@aol.com
Website: www.Soyuzivka.com

Need a back issue?
If you’d like to obtain a back issue of The Ukrainian Weekly,
send $2 per copy (first-class postage included) to:
Administration, The Ukrainian Weekly,
2200 Route 10, P.O. Box 280
Parsippany, NJ 07054.

Being Ukrainian means:
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PREVIEW OF EVENTS
Saturday, May 16
WHIPPANY, N.J.: The annual meeting
with the community convened by
Selfreliance Ukrainian American Federal
Credit Union, will be held on at 2 p.m. at
the Ukrainian American Cultural Center of
New Jersey located at 60 N. Jefferson
Road, Whippany, NJ 07981. We invite the
Ukrainian community to attend.
Refreshments will be served after the
meeting.
Wednesday, May 20
MONTREAL: The Ukrainian Canadian
Congress (UCC) Montreal branch, jointly
with the Shevchenko Scientific Society
(NTSh) and the Ukrainian Youth
Association invites all to the Montreal premiere of the Ukrainian-language version
of Genocide Revealed titled “Okradena
Zemlia.” Produced and directed by filmmaker Yurij Luhovy, the documentary on
the 1932-33 Famine-Genocide is based on
recent documents. The screening will be
held at the Ukrainian Youth Center, 3260
Beaubien St. E. Admission: adults $20;

youth, $10. All proceeds will be used to
help offset the film’s expenses and for an
English-language version. For further
information or to arrange screenings in
your city call Marika, 514-725-0812 or
e-mail mmlinc@hotmail.com.
Friday-Monday, May 29-31
KERHONKSON, N.Y.: Ukrainian
American Veterans of the U.S. Armed
Forces, men and women, are invited to a
veterans’ reunion at Soyuzivka, the
Ukrainian Heritage Center of the Ukrainian
National Association. Arrival date is
Friday evening; principal activities will
take place on Saturday; memorial divine
liturgies will take place on Sunday. This is
a family event with lectures, a banquet and
a lot of free time for socializing. Please
make reservations directly with Soyuzivka
by calling 845-626-5641, ext. 141, or
e-mailing soyuzivka@aol.com. The
reunion is open to all veterans whether or
not they are members of any veterans’
organizations. For information call
Wiroslaw J. Snihurowych, 860-529-8429.

PREVIEW OF EVENTS GUIDELINES
Preview of Events is a listing of community events open to the public. It is a
service provided at minimal cost ($20 per listing) by The Ukrainian Weekly to the
Ukrainian community.
To have an event listed in Preview of Events please send information, in English,
written in Preview format, i.e., in a brief paragraph that includes the date, place, type
of event, sponsor, admission, full names of persons and/or organizations involved,
and a phone number to be published for readers who may require additional
information. Items should be no more than 100 words long; longer submissions
are subject to editing. Items not written in Preview format or submitted without all
required information will not be published.
Preview items must be received no later than one week before the desired date of
publication. No information will be taken over the phone. Items will be published
only once, unless otherwise indicated.
Information should be sent to: preview@ukrweekly.com or Preview of Events,
The Ukrainian Weekly, 2200 Route 10, P.O. Box 280, Parsippany, NJ 07054; fax,
973-644-9510. NB: If e-mailing, please do not send items as attachments;
simply type the text into the body of the e-mail message.

❏ “Malanka” in January.
❏ Deb in February.
❏ Two Easters this April.
❏ “Zlet” and “Sviato Vesny” in May.
❏ Soyuzivka’s Ukrainian Cultural Festival in July.
❏ “Uke Week” at Wildwood in August.
❏ Back to Ukrainian school in September.
❏ “Morskyi Bal” in New Jersey in November.
❏ “Koliada” in December.

UKRAINIAN FESTIVAL

ALL YEAR ROUND.

East 7th Street
between 2nd & 3rd Avenues
New York, NY

To subscribe to The Ukrainian Weekly, fill out the form below, clip
it and mail it to: Subscription Department, The Ukrainian Weekly,
2200 Route 10, P.O. Box 280, Parsippany, NJ 07054.
Or simply call 973-292-9800, ext. 3042.

Friday, May 15 • 4pm-11pm
Saturday, May 16 • 11am-11pm
Sunday, May 17 • 1pm-11pm

❏ A subscription to The Ukrainian Weekly

Delicious Ukrainian Foods
Ukrainian Dance Performances
Music
Artwork
... and much, much more
Sponsored by St. George Ukrainian Catholic Church
30 East 7th Street
NY, NY 10003
212-674-1615

