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Roundtable calls on Ukraine’s leaders
Brussels chooses to initial only part
of Association Agreement with Ukraine to support academic freedom, reforms
Signing of full agreement expected no earlier than 2013
by Pavel Korduban
Eurasia Daily Monitor

The Ukraine-EU association and free
trade agreement will not be concluded this
year, Kyiv has admitted after only part of the
text of the agreement was initialed in
Brussels on March 30. Ukrainian Vice
Minister of Foreign Affairs Pavlo Klimkin and
European Union negotiator Miroslav Lajcak
initialed the political section plus only the
first and last pages of the free trade part,
which constitutes the bulk of the text
(Segodnya, March 31; lb.ua, April 1).
This means that it will take more months
to initial the rest of the agreement before its
signing and ratification not earlier than next
year. The EU has taken a pause in order to
see whether the parliamentary election
scheduled for October 28 will be free and
fair and for Kyiv to have more time to solve
the general problem of selective justice and
the specific problem of former Prime
Minister Yulia Tymoshenko and her imprisoned allies. Europe insists Ukraine has to
release them.
Ukraine started the talks on the association and free trade agreement with the
European Union in March 2007. Kyiv hoped
the agreement would be signed in
December 2011, ratified by the EU in 2012
and take effect in 2013. Early last year, the
free trade talks stumbled as Kyiv and
Brussels could not agree on the conditions
of access of Ukrainian goods and services to
the EU market. The problem was resolved
by last October, when the free trade talks
were completed. The association talks were
completed in November, but by then it had
become clear that the Association
Agreement would not be initialed, let alone
signed, in December.
This was because the EU condemned the
seven-year prison sentence handed down in
October 2011 to imprisonment of Ukraine’s

former Prime Minister Yulia Tymoshenko
for exceeding her authority in the January
2009 talks with Russia’s Gazprom as a case
of politically motivated selective justice (see
Eurasia Daily Monitor, January 6). On
February 27, a court in Kyiv also imprisoned
former Internal Affairs Minister Yurii
Lutsenko, who has been Ms. Tymoshenko’s
ally, to four years in jail on charges that were
obviously trumped up. This only confirmed
the opinions of those in the EU who believe
that Ukraine is not ready for the Association
Agreement.
The foreign ministers of Sweden, the
United Kingdom, the Czech Republic, Poland
and Germany said in an article published in
The New York Times on March 4 that
Ukraine’s actions blocked the signing and
ratification of the Association Agreement.
EU Enlargement Commissioner Stefan Fule
said the agreement could be signed at the
end of this year if the situation in Ukraine
“changed” (Interfax, February 27).
The delay with the signing of the agreement shows that Brussels has lost hope that
the situation will change soon. Ukrainian
Foreign Affairs Minister Kostyantyn
Gryshchenko has admitted that the agreement would be signed no earlier than in six
to 12 months’ time in the most optimistic
scenario. He explained the delay by claiming
that the EU bureaucracy was too slow compared to Ukrainians in working on the text
(liga.net, March 30).
However, speaking in an interview with
the Spanish newspaper El Pais, Mr.
Gryshchenko accused the EU of double standards, saying that while the EU condemned
Ms. Tymoshenko’s imprisonment for unfair
contracts, it did not mind Iceland prosecuting its former prime minister, Geir Haarde,
over his role in the 2008 financial crisis. He
also said Ukraine would not accept any
additional conditions for signing the
(Continued on page 3)

Walter Tun

Former U.S. Ambassador to Ukraine William Green Miller (left) and former
Ukrainian Foreign Affairs Minister Borys Tarasyuk, who now chairs the Parliament’s
Committee on European Integration, are seen during the Chicago roundtable on
“Ukraine at the Crossroads.”
by Marta Farion
CHICAGO – The Kyiv Mohyla Foundation
and the Ukrainian Congress Committee of
America, Illinois branch, on March 19 sponsored a public roundtable titled “Ukraine at
the Crossroads” to discuss current developments in that country.
At the same time, the foundation’s board
members passed a resolution calling upon
Ukraine’s president, prime minister and
minister of education, science, youth and
sports, to comply with Ukraine’s obligations
under the Bologna Agreement, designed to
reform higher education in a convergent
way with European educational standards.
They called attention to the subversive
policies and activities of Education Minister
Dmytro Tabachnyk, intended to stop
Ukraine’s integration with the European
Union, specifically in the area of education.
Borys Tarasyuk underscored, “Dmytro
Tabachnyk’s main function is to sabotage the
development of Ukraine’s educational system
and the competitiveness of our young people,

who are the human capital of our nation.”
The foundation’s board members, including the board’s co-chairmen, Mr. Tarasyuk,
Ukraine’s former minister of foreign affairs
and current head of the Verkhovna Rada
Committee on European Integration; and
William Green Miller, former U.S. ambassador to Ukraine; as well as board members
Dr. Viacheslav Briukhovetsky, Dr. Anna
Mostovych, Dr. Daniel Hryhorchuk, Dr.
Michael Radnor, David Bishop, Dr. William
Gleason, Marta Farion, Oksana Khanas, were
present at the session. Board members
Jaroslava Z. Johnson and Ihor Wyslotsky did
not attend but joined all board members in
signing the resolution that was passed.
In a statement to the board, Ambassador
Miller said, “We believe a free academic community is critical to the maintenance of a
vibrant and viable democratic society.” He
continued, “The actions of Ukraine’s administration toward the country’s higher learning
will ultimately govern the ability of Ukraine
(Continued on page 14)

UWC asks EU to continue support for Ukraine’s Euro-integration

BRUSSELS – Ukrainian World Congress
(UWC) President Eugene Czolij met in
Brussels, Belgium, on March 28-29 with
high-ranking European Union officials to discuss continued support for Ukraine’s democratization and Euro-integration, as well as to
highlight the strategic significance of Ukraine
for collective European interests, including
regional peace, stability and prosperity.
Mr. Czolij met with former European
Parliament President Jerzy Buzek;
European Parliament Vice-President Jacek

Protasiewicz; the chair of the European
Parliament delegation to the EU-Ukraine
Parliamentary Cooperation Committee,
Pawel Kowal; Members of the European
Parliament Tunne Kelam and Jan Kozlowski;
European Commission member of Cabinet
of the Commissioner of Enlargement and
European Neighborhood Policy Iwona Pіorko;
and European Council Member of Cabinet
of the President Mikaela Kumlin Granit.
During the meetings Mr. Czolij confirmed UWC support for the European

Parliament’s resolutions on current events
in Ukraine which address the importance
of re-establishing the country’s democratic
course. He commended the initialling of the
E.U.-Ukraine Association Agreement on
March 30, a cause to which the UWC had
devoted its persistent efforts since March
of last year.
The UWC president emphasized that
this agreement must become the catalyst
for future reforms in Ukraine and help it
distance itself from the imperial plans of

Russia, which never really accepted
Ukraine as an independent state. He made
reference to the European Parliament resolution on Ukraine of December 1, 2011,
which notes that Russia was exerting
excessive pressure on Ukraine not to establish a deep and comprehensive free trade
agreement with the EU but instead to join a
customs union with Russia, Belarus and
Kazakhstan.
(Continued on page 3)
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Dialogue of the deaf: Ukraine
and the EU talk past each other
by Taras Kuzio
Eurasia Daily Monitor

On March 20, the Ukrainian Parliament
voted to accept a report by its Temporary
Investigative Commission that looked into
the January 2009 gas contract signed by
Prime Ministers Yulia Tymoshenko of
Ukraine and Vladimir Putin of Russia
(http://w1.c1.rada.gov.ua/pls/zweb_n/
webproc4_2?id=&pf3516=10211&skl=7).
Parliament voted, with 266 deputies
approving, to accept the report accusing
Tymoshenko of “treason.”
The report claimed that Ms. Tymoshenko
was blackmailed by Russia into accepting
gas prices that were disadvantageous to
Ukraine because United Energy Systems,
which she ran in the mid-1990s, owed
Russia $400 million.
Bizarrely, on the same day the Verkhovna
Rada issued a lengthy resolution calling on
the European Union to “demonstrate political will and ensure the speedy signing of
the association agreement between
Ukraine and the EU” (http://w1.c1.rada.
gov.ua/pls/zweb_n/webproc4_2?id=&pf35
16=10161&skl=7). Earlier in March,
President Viktor Yanukovych issued
detailed instructions “On the working out
and affirmation of plans toward the integration of Ukraine to the European Union
in 2012” (http://president.gov.ua/documents/14566.html).
During an official meeting in Germany, the
head of the Presidential Administration’s
department on international relations,
Andriy Honcharuk, said that European
integration remains Ukraine’s main foreign
policy goal. “Our main aim in 2012 is the
signing of the Association Agreement with
the European Union,” he said (http://www.
president.gov.ua/news/23480.html).
This affirmed what President Yanukovych
said in January at the World Economic
Forum in Davos: “Ukraine sees its future in
the European Union. 2011 was a constructive year for Ukraine’s European integration. Membership in the European Union is
the basis for the democratic development
of Ukraine, improvement of its economy,
personal freedoms and well-being of every
citizen” (http://www.president.gov.ua/
news/22760.html).
To prove their case, the Party of Regions
has launched and is financing the European
Center for a Modern Ukraine (ECMU) in
Brussels (Ukrayinska Pravda, March 21).
The ECMU board includes three Party of
Regions deputies and three Western
Europeans with links to the Socialist political group in the European Parliament.
In 2010 the Party of Regions signed a
cooperation agreement with the Socialist
political group and the main lobbyist was
Ion Iliescu, a Romanian member of the
European Parliament (MEP). Since summer 2011, cooperation has waned and the
Socialist group refused to send greetings to
the Party of Regions congress in March.
Today, Mr. Yanukovych’s party has no ties
with European or North American political
parties and the greetings to its March congress that it did receive were indicative of
how bad the Party of Regions’ reputation is.
The only greetings that were sent were
from the Bulgarian Socialist Party, the
Communist Party of China, the Communist
Party of the Socialist Republic of Vietnam,
the Political Council of the ruling Azeri
Party Yeni Azerbaijan, the United Russia
party, and from Gagik Tsarukyan, the oligarchic leader of the “Prosperous Armenia”

party (http://www.partyofregions.org.ua/
en/news/politinform/show/9435).
The greetings are a better reflection of
the reality facing President Yanukovych
and the Party of Regions than its statements, presidential instructions and parliamentary resolutions. In an interview with
the news outlet Den (March 20), Czech
Ambassador to Ukraine Ivan Pochukh said
“it is necessary to tell Ukrainian citizens
that the process of the completion of the
Association Agreement and free-trade zone
have been curtailed” (http://www.day.kiev.
ua/225340).
This reaffirmed what has been repeatedly said by EU leaders, but ignored by
Kyiv. Swedish Minister of Foreign Affairs
Carl Bildt told the same Davos summit
attended by Mr. Yanukovych: “The question
stands as follows: Can Ukraine return to
the path of European integration, or will
Ukraine be stuck on what is its de facto
departure from the path of European integration?” (http://www.radiosvoboda.org/
archive/news/20120127/630/630.
html?id=24465264).
On March 4, Mr. Bildt, William Hague,
Karel Schwarzenberg, Radoslaw Sikorski
and Guido Westerwelle, the foreign ministers of Sweden, Britain, the Czech Republic,
Poland and Germany, signed a joint opinion
article in The New York Times that lambasted democratic regression in Ukraine.
They said, “Today, however, we are at an
impasse in the association process. While
negotiations on the Association Agreement
were successfully concluded in December
2011, the way forward – through signing
and ratification of the agreement – has in
effect been blocked by Ukraine’s actions”
(http://www.nytimes.com/2012/03/05/
opinion/05iht-edbildt05.html?_
r=1&ref=opinion).
The five foreign ministers continued,
“The reason for this is simple:
Developments in Ukraine in the last two
years have caused us to question Kiev’s [sic]
intentions with respect to the fundamental
values that underpin both the agreement
and our relations in a broader sense.”
The response from Ukraine’s Minister of
Foreign Affairs Kostyantyn Gryshchenko
was published in The New York Times on
March 20, not coincidentally the same day
that Parliament voted on the temporary
commission report into the 2009 gas contract that denounced Ms. Tymoshenko’s
“treason” (http://www.nytimes.com/
2012/03/21/opinion/ukraine-responds.
html?_r=3). Mr. Gryshchenko claimed:
“Ukraine is committed to European values.
We are not sliding but striding toward full
integration into the European Union.” His
statement blatantly contradicted European
and American government opinions of
Ukraine’s recent track record, as well as
that of international organizations and
human rights groups.
With such a dialogue of the deaf, it is
highly surprising that some seasoned U.S.
and European diplomats and ex-ambassadors to Ukraine were saying right up until
the summer of 2011 that the Yanukovych
administration was listening to Western
criticism. Former U.S. Ambassadors to
Ukraine Steven Pifer and William Taylor
were willing to believe that, “If President
Yanukovych is committed to European
integration and EU membership, his
administration’s domestic actions make
achieving that goal much tougher (http://
www.nytimes.com/2011/03/02/opinion/
(Continued on page 13)

Lutsenko’s party merges with Yulia’s
KYIV – Yurii Lutsenko’s People’s SelfDefense (PSD) supports Yulia Tymoshenko’s
call for uniting the opposition and has
merged with the Batkivschyna Party,
according to a statement by Mr. Lutsenko to
the delegates of the 11th Congress of the
Batkivschyna Party on March 30, that was
read by his brother Serhiy. “I believe that the
path of unification is the path to victory. …
The victory of truth, the victory of Ukraine
and its people,” Mr. Lutsenko said in his
statement. He also stressed the need for
“uniting into a single team of democrats of
Batkivschyna, Front for Change, UDAR and
other opposition parties of the Dictatorship
Resistance Committee and purification of
the party ranks.” The People’s Self-Defense
leader also called for the nomination by the
opposition forces of single candidates for
the post of Kyiv mayor, Verkhovna Rada
chair, the head of a democratic government
and future president. A total of 143 delegates took part in the congress. First ViceChairman of Batkivschyna Oleksander
Turchynov, First Vice-Chairman of the Yulia
Tymoshenko Bloc-Batkivschyna parliamentary faction Serhiy Sobolev, Front for Change
leader Arseniy Yatsenyuk and People’s Rukh
leader Borys Tarasyuk were present at the
congress. According to Mr. Turchynov, the
congress was also attended by representatives of foreign diplomatic missions and
public organizations. (Ukrinform)
Tymoshenko to be treated in Kharkiv

KYIV – Ukraine’s former Prime Minister
Yulia Tymoshenko will undergo medical
treatment at the central clinic of
Ukrzaliznytsia in Kharkiv, the press service
of the Health Ministry of Ukraine reported
on April 2. According to the Health Ministry,
on the orders of the Procurator General’s
Office of Ukraine and at the request of the
State Penitentiary Service of Ukraine, it
called the commission of foreign doctors
that had examined Ms. Tymoshenko to
decide on how to fulfill the recommendations of the international medical commission. The commission has departed to
Kharkiv. “The recommendations of doctors
regarding Ms. Tymoshenko’s treatment are

The Ukrainian Weekly

to be fulfilled under conditions of special
hospitalization at a multi-field medical
establishment in Kharkiv – the central clinic
of Ukrzaliznytsia – at the spine and peripheral nervous system pathology department,”
reads the ministry’s statement. According to
the Health Ministry, the material and technical base of the clinic meets all the requirements of German experts and was approved
by all experts of the medical commission of
the Health Ministry. The clinic has specialized in the treatment of patients with such
pathologies for many years, has highly qualified experts and advanced methods of treatment. In addition, the clinic has experience
in “applying methods that are modern and
recognized by international experts in the
use of the latest physiotherapeutic equipment.” The ministry also said treatment at
the clinic includes a number of rehabilitation procedures, namely therapeutic physical training, gymnastics and therapeutic
massage, for a range of treatments for
patients. “The experts and their establishment in general are recognized by the international community as a highly specialized
center for rehabilitation treatment of
patients with such diseases,” reads the press
release. Ms. Tymoshenko has given her consent to hospitalization outside the
Kachanivska penal colony in Kharkiv, where
she is serving her seven-year sentence, First
Vice-Minister of Health Raisa Moiseyenko
said. “Yulia Volodymyrivna gave consent to
her hospitalization. We have such a decision.
After a consultation …we will be able to
arrange everything necessary for her treatment,” Ms. Moiseyenko told reporters on
April 2. (Interfax-Ukraine)
Church leaders urge Tymoshenko’s release

KYIV – The leaders of several Ukrainian
Churches sent a letter to President Viktor
Yanukovych demanding the release of the
“unlawfully imprisoned” opposition leader,
former Prime Minister Yulia Tymoshenko.
The letter was released on April 3 at a
press conference by the chairman of the
Verkhovna Rada Committee on Culture and
Spirituality, Volodymyr Yavorivsky. ”The
appeal was signed by representatives of
(Continued on page 14)
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Oksana Makar’s horrific death gives Ukraine reason to reflect
by Irena Chalupa
RFE/RL

“She’s just a loose girl,” responded my
Kyiv colleague when I asked her about how
Ukrainian media were covering the tragic
story of Oksana Makar, an 18-year-old girl
from the southern city of Mykolayiv who
had been gang-raped, strangled, dumped in
a pit and set ablaze.
On the day of our conversation, Oksana
was fighting for her life. Her kidneys were
severely damaged, one of her arms had
been amputated, her lungs were in danger,
and 55 percent of her body was burned.
I frankly didn’t know how to respond to
such a value judgment from an intelligent
and, by all previous indications, seemingly
compassionate woman.
Sadly, her response mirrored that of
many other people in the Ukrainian world
of web forums, tabloid talk shows and
newspapers.
Oksana’s horrible story laid open the
hardness and heartlessness that is part and
parcel of today’s Ukrainian society.
People wrote that she was a slut, that
she would pick up men in bars, that she
had been detained for soliciting, that she
got what was coming to her, that her mother was a chronic alcoholic who was using
funds donated for her daughter’s medical
care for her own use.

They also wrote that her alleged attackers were animals and should be killed, that
this crime was indicative of a sick,
debauched society whose corrupt government cares little for its people and their
troubles.
And then the spin began.
A video appeared mysteriously; it was
apparently leaked by the authorities. In the
video, one of the suspects, handcuffed,
recalls the events of the evening to a police
interrogator.
Dispassionately, calmly, he describes the
rape, the strangling, and the dumping of
the body.
The authorities promptly began investigating the leak, only to later admit that they
had released the video intentionally.
Another disturbing video appeared
shortly thereafter of Oksana herself, speaking from her hospital bed. The video was
shot by her mother, Tetyana Surovitska.
In excruciating pain, Oksana says that
her attackers should be castrated and
imprisoned.
Oksana’s mother was accused of exploiting her daughter’s tragic situation.
Several sites ran stories about letters
from “criminal authorities” being sent to
the Mykolayiv prison, where the suspects
were held, with instructions to inmates
about how to deal with them accordingly.
The news even made it to Russia, where

UWC asks EU...
(Continued from page 1)

Mr. Czolij said it is imperative for
Ukrainian authorities to fulfill the main
condition for the signature and ratification
of the Association Agreement, namely to
adhere to fundamental European values.
The UWC President appealed to the
European Parliament to help the Ukrainian
people better understand the benefits of a
pro-European course and its willingness to
welcome Ukraine into the EU. These goals
can be met, he said, by raising awareness
through independent media outlets and
social networks, creating a Ukrainianlanguage page on the European
Parliament’s website and opening an EU
information office in Ukraine.
Mr. Czolij added that there also needs to
be more grassroots contact with Ukrainian
society, a visa-free regime for Ukrainian citizens, and a strengthening of cooperation
between the civil societies of Europe and
Ukraine, to which the UWC will continue
lending its support.
The UWC president also focused atten-

Brussels chooses...
(Continued from page 1)

Association Agreement (Ukrayinska Pravda,
March 31).
Minister Klimkin revealed that only some
170 pages of the 1,700-page document
were initialed on March 30. He predicted
that the rest would be initialed only by the
end of summer (Kommersant-Ukraine,
April 2). Ukraine’s envoy to the EU,
Kostyantyn Yeliseyev, was even more pessimistic, saying that it was difficult to predict
when the agreement would be signed.
At the same time, Mr. Yeliseyev attributed
the delay to technical issues. He said that as
Ukraine and the EU had started the talks
before the adoption of the EU reform treaty,

UWC

Ukrainian World Congress President
Eugene Czolij with Pawel Kowal (right),
chair of the European Parliament delegation to the EU-Ukraine Parliamentary
Cooperation Committee.
tion on the October parliamentary elections in Ukraine and their pivotal role in
determining Ukraine’s future. He noted
that the continued imprisonment of key

known as the Treaty of Lisbon, more time
was needed to adapt the Association
Agreement text to that treaty (lb.ua, March
31). This argument hardly holds water as
the Treaty of Lisbon was signed in
December 2007, so there has been plenty of
time to avoid any contradictions between
the treaty and the EU-Ukraine Association
Agreement.
Meanwhile, the Italian police have
detained another Tymoshenko ally, former
Kharkiv Oblast Governor Arsen Avakov, who
is wanted by Ukrainian prosecutors. The
Yulia Tymoshenko Bloc and another opposition caucus in Parliament, Our Ukraine, have
issued a joint statement saying that Mr.
Avakov is another victim of political persecution under the same article No. 365 of the
Criminal Code according to which Ms.

a talk show on the country’s first state
channel focused on how the perpetrators
should be punished. As one panelist proposed, their genitalia should be cut off,
dried, put on a string and given to Oksana
so she knows that they can never do to anyone else what they did to her.
Ukraine’s female protesters from the
Femen group, whose trademark is to protest topless, stormed the state procurator’s
office holding signs reading “Death to
sadists” and “The country demands
revenge.” They were quickly bundled off by
the police, but not before the cameras had
their fill.
Everybody cynically got in on the game
while Oksana clung to life.
Humanity emerges

The young woman’s tragedy, however,
also brought out the best in a people who
have become used to being downtrodden,
abused and exploited.
Let’s start with the willingness to help.
Thousands of people sent money to
assist with Oksana’s medical care. They
gave blood and reached out to her mother.
Sympathy and support poured in. People
were shocked by the event and appalled by
the authorities’ reaction.
When two of the three suspects in the
case were released because they allegedly
had connections to influential people in the
opposition leaders Yulia Tymoshenko and
Yurii Lutsenko has already tainted these
elections. He called upon the European
Parliament to demand their immediate
release and to accentuate such demands
should the European Court of Human
Rights rule in their favor.
Mr. Czolij addressed the need to encourage Ukrainian citizens to vote and called
upon the European Parliament to organize
a mission of international observers, which
will contribute to a more honest and transparent electoral process. At the same time,
Mr. Czolij assured EU leaders that the UWC
will assume a leading role in organizing an
observer mission from the Ukrainian diaspora.
The UWC is an international coordinating body for Ukrainian communities in the
diaspora representing the interests of over
20 million Ukrainians. The UWC has member-organizations in 32 countries and ties
with Ukrainians in 14 additional countries.
Founded in 1967 as a non-profit corporation, the UWC was recognized in 2003 by
the United Nations Economic and Social
Council as a non-governmental organization (NGO) with special consultative status.
Tymoshenko was indicted last October. Mr.
Avakov reportedly fled Ukraine last
September (Ekonomicheskie Izvestia,
March 28).
The Avakov case will again attract the
attention of the EU to the problem of selective justice in Ukraine, which is likely to
affect the Association Agreement process.
Last year, the Czech Republic and Austria
chose not to allow the extradition of several
Ukrainian oppositionists, including Ms.
Tymoshenko’s husband. Italy may follow
suit, which would further undermine
Ukraine’s international credibility.
The article above is reprinted from
Eurasia Daily Monitor with permission from
its publisher, the Jamestown Foundation,
www.jamestown.org.

area, there was a public outcry. People protested and demanded justice; the authorities
had no choice but to rearrest the suspects.
Several procurators lost their jobs and the
procurator-general took control of the case.
People prayed, held vigils and
searched for reasons and explanations.
And then Oksana died. After clinging
to life for more than two weeks, her
heart gave out.
After her death, all three suspects
were charged with premeditated murder,
in addition to rape.
Oksana’s mother announced that she
would use the collected funds to buy
Oksana a suitable gravestone and that she
would donate the rest for the medical
care of another victim of sexual assault
who is in a coma in a local hospital.
She would bury her daughter in a
wedding dress, she said, as her attackers
“deprived her of the possibility of marriage.”
So ends the story of a “loose girl.” A
girl who never had a chance.
Copyright 2012, RFE/RL Inc. Reprinted
with the permission of Radio Free Europe/
Radio Liberty, 1201 Connecticut Ave. NW,
Washington DC 20036; www.rferl.org
(http://www.rferl.org/content/oksana_
makar_raped_burned_ukrainian_society/24532941.html).

IN THE PRESS:
Obama and Putin
“President Obama’s bad bet on
Vladimir Putin,” editorial, The
Washington Post, March 27:
“The return of Vladimir Putin to the
Russian presidency ought to have caused
the Obama administration to reshape its
policy toward the Kremlin. Putin based his
election campaign in large part on antiAmericanism; he has increasingly pursued
policies contrary to vital U.S. interests, such
as his military support for the Syrian regime
of Bashar al-Assad and his threats against
NATO’s European missile-defense system.
“Most important, Mr. Putin’s decade-old
autocratic regime is looking shaky.
Hundreds of thousands of Russians have
turned out to demonstrate against fraud in
the presidential and parliamentary elections, and to demand political reform. …
“Remarkably, however, President Obama
has responded to Mr. Putin’s return to the
presidency by strongly affirming his commitment to partnering with the strongman.
His meant-to-be-confidential assurance to
outgoing President Dmitry Medvedev on
Monday, that ‘after my election I have more
flexibility’ to solve ‘all these issues, but particularly missile defense,’ was only the latest sign that Mr. Obama has decided to bet
on deal-making with Mr. Putin rather than
on democratic change in Russia.
“Days after Mr. Putin’s election in a vote
that international observers described as
not free or fair, the White House issued a
statement saying that Mr. Obama had
called Mr. Putin ‘to congratulate him on his
recent victory’ and propose that ‘the successful reset in relations should be built
upon during the coming years.’ The statement made no mention of democracy or
human rights in Russia, and Mr. Obama has
said nothing on the subject since the election. …”
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“Khamokratiya” in word and in deed: a follow-up
by Zenon Zawada
Special to The Ukrainian Weekly

KYIV – Since the Yanukovych administration came to power in Ukraine in 2010,
its leaders have shocked the Ukrainian public with their offensive comments and
actions, prompting journalists and intellectuals to characterize the government as a
“khamokratiya,” or a government of boorish
officials.
The insulting comments and unacceptable actions have grown more frequent
with the arrival of the new year, with their
favorite targets being women and residents
of western Ukraine.
As a follow-up to the story in last week’s
issue headlined “‘Khamokratiya’ describes
the state of Viktor Yanukovych’s Ukraine,”
the following are examples of objectionable
statements and obnoxious actions by
Ukraine’s political leaders recorded in the
first quarter of 2012.
Prime Minister Mykola Azarov

“We are for creating a middle class in
Ukraine,” Mr. Azarov said on March 23 at a
roundtable discussion in Kyiv, while
explaining his government’s tax code,
which tens of thousands of small businessmen protested against in 2010 as destructive to the middle class. He added that, “350
large companies of Ukraine pay 86 percent
of all taxes and fees” – a claim that has been
dismissed as an outright lie by economists.
Mr. Azarov stated at a February 29 meeting of the Cabinet of Ministers that 10 percent of Ukraine’s poorest citizens receive
only 2 percent of social benefits. “Yet 10 percent of Ukraine’s wealthiest citizens receive
22 percent of social benefits, or 10 times
higher. This is a paradox. This is a depraved
system. There shouldn’t be such absurdity …
I ordered the minister of social policy to
make an inventory and analysis of all types
of social aid that we have and to propose
how to simplify and modernize this distorted, outdated and muddled system.”
Yet, Mr. Azarov overlooked his central
role in creating Ukraine’s “muddled system,” serving the longest term (1996-2002)
as chair of the State Tax Administration followed by a term as finance minister (20022005). He returned as finance minister in
2006-2007 and became prime minister in
2010.
Mr. Azarov is never one to miss a chance
to insult the intelligence of his audience.
When addressing the chairs of labor unions
at a January 27 meeting, the prime minister
praised the creation of offshore zones as a
means of improving the financial operations of businesses. They supported economic development when they were created, but no longer do now, he said, seeming
to acknowledge some measure of corruption. Yet he backtracked again, unable to
keep his position straight. “Now let’s
answer one more question. From what
country does Ukraine receive three-fourths
of foreign direct investment? Cyprus. So as
it turns out, everything that goes offshore
from us indeed returns,” Mr. Azarov said,
drawing grumbling and shouts of “To
you?!” from the audience.
“Don’t forget that you are dealing with
an expert who tracked these issues professionally,” the prime minister responded, as
reported by the LigaBiznesInform news
wire.
National Deputy Yurii Boldyriev

Among the newest Ukrainophobes to
gain the spotlight in Ukraine’s Parliament is
Mr. Boldyriev, a Donetsk native and former
physics teacher and miner’s labor leader.
The 61-year-old is most famous for his

comment in November 2011 that residents
of Ukraine’s Halychyna region are a “blemish on the body of Ukraine” that should be
removed. However, he might have outdone
himself with an interview that was published on www.censor.net.ua in mid-March.
“Halychany became citizens of Ukraine
not because they fought for freedom, but
because Soviet tanks – made in the Urals
and manned and built by natives of eastern
Ukraine – reached Berlin,” Mr. Boldyriev
said. “[Joseph] Stalin made Halychany
Ukrainians, not [Stepan] Bandera with
[Roman] Shukhevych.”
Halychany should understand that
there’s too few of them to be able to
impose their ideology on the rest of
Ukraine, he said. Mr Boldyriev revealed
that his ignorance extended not only to history, but politics and economics as well.
“They had one entirely successful
endeavor. In 2004, they relied on the
Halychyna diaspora in the U.S., which is
organically linked to the collaborationist
period of the second world war. It’s precisely this diaspora which has a monopoly
on forming the politics of the Republican
Party regarding Ukraine, and during the
era of the younger [George] Bush they
managed to install their president, [Viktor]
Yushchenko. They did this entirely illegally,
raping the entire country.”

lives where he works. The White House –
the president lives where he works. If we’re
trying to Europeanize, then we’re doing
precisely as such so that it’s convenient and
European,” said Mr. Kolesnichenko, explaining why an office was built at the
Mezhyhiria estate, where Mr. Yanukovych
lives and which he allegedly illegally privatized. Mr. Kolesnichenko also neglected to
mention that the Mezhyhiria estate is not
recognized by law as an official residence
for the president, as are the White House
and 10 Downing Street.
Mr. Kolesnichenko lived up to his reputation as a top “khamocrat” during the visit of
two foreign delegations of doctors, consisting of two Germans and three Canadians, to
former Prime Minister Yulia Tymoshenko
at the Kachanivska penal colony. He targeted the Canadian doctors, who were of
Ukrainian descent.
When Dr. Peter Kujtan stated that
Ukrainian health officials denied the
opportunity for the delegation to draw Ms.
Tymoshenko’s blood, he made a “political
statement that became practically the official admission of their bias and self-surrendering confession,” Mr. Kolesnichenko said
on February 23.
Ms. Tymoshenko had earlier declined,
through her lawyer Serhii Vlasenko, to give
blood, therefore, “such divergence in state-

“Halychany should understand this
won’t happen again. To rape a 46-million
nation a second time won’t work, I’m convinced. Bandera won’t be a hero of Ukraine,
Shukhevych won’t be a hero of Ukraine,
and all the rest of their heroes won’t be
heroes for all of Ukraine. The population of
the east will never accept the values of
Halychany. Everyone ought to understand
that we’re different.”
Lviv’s industry was built by the Soviets,
he said, and nothing else in Halychyna contributes to Ukraine’s budget except for two
oil-refining plants, also built by the Soviets.
He complemented such economic genius
with more insults.
“Halychany should understand that
they’re spongers in this country and, like
all spongers, they ought to know their
place, not imposing their values on the rest
but understanding who feeds them, who
supports them and who has the right to
their own values.”

ments confirms that the UCC [Ukrainian
Canadian Congress] played its game without tipping off its ‘allies’ in Ukraine,” he
said. “The speech of Dr. Kujtan, who is the
chair of the sports committee of this congress, is aimed at the foreign [news] consumer in Europe and America.”
Yet the doctors maintained it was not
Ms. Tymoshenko, but Ukrainian health
authorities who refused the blood test and
warned of criminal prosecution if the doctors disobeyed their orders and performed
the test. They also forbid any toxicology
tests, which Dr. Kujtan said were necessary.
The Canadian Embassy in Ukraine
affirmed the objectivity and professional
ethics of the three Canadian doctors who
treated Ms. Tymoshenko on February 16.
Mr. Kolesnichenko’s smear campaign
began on the very day of Ms. Tymoshenko’s
examination by the foreign doctors.
“All three Canadian doctors who examined Ms. Tymoshenko today spoke excellent Ukrainian. At that, they had Ukrainian
surnames – Peter Kujtan, George Rewa and
Christina Derhko. I was alarmed by that
fact,” wrote Mr. Kolesnichenko, an outspoken Ukrainophobe, on his February 16 blog
entry on the Ukrayinska Pravda website.
Germany, unlike Canada, sent two genuine professors, Mr. Kolesnichenko said,
playing on the Soviet notion that only an
academic can claim to be an M.D.
Extending this logic, he smeared Dr. Kujtan
as a medical fraud. “Peter Kujtan places a
‘Dr.’ prop before his last name, despite
working as a family doctor in the small
town of Mississauga,” he wrote of the
Toronto suburb that is Canada’s sixth-most
populous municipality.
Mr. Kolesnichenko’s smear extended to
Dr. Derzhko. “Thanks to the openness of
Canadian websites, which publish commentaries and complaints of patients, it’s
possible to find several interesting quotes
about the gynecologist Christina Derzko,
who consults pregnant women,” reported

Objectionable statements and obnoxious
actions by Ukraine’s political leaders have
become more frequent since the new year.

National Deputy
Vadim Kolesnichenko

“These statements from certain diplomats violate international law altogether,”
Mr. Kolesnichenko said on March 5 on the
“Shuster Live” television program. He was
referring to a letter signed by the foreign
ministers of Great Britain, Germany,
Sweden, Poland and the Czech Republic.
“They are trying to demean us and impose
on us what to do.” When asked what specifically demeaned Ukraine, he responded,
“The last statements of the five foreign
affairs ministers, which try to dictate their
view of our domestic policies.” He was
referring to an opinion piece published that
day in the International Herald Tribune, in
which the five leaders called for fair elections that they said will serve as the litmus
test for democracy in Ukraine.
“If we’re striving towards Europe, then
we’re taking an example from Europe.
Downing Street – the chair of the Cabinet

Mr. Kolesnichenko’s blog, which is widely
believed to be authored by staff.
Crimean Parliament Chair
Vladimir Konstantinov

Vladimir Konstantinov took offense
when Kyiv state organs sent him correspondence in the Ukrainian language.
“Currently, we are most annoyed that many
ministers address us in the Ukrainian language. We initiated the creation of a working group because letters have again
reverted [to Ukrainian]. We’ve begun to roll
back, and renewing these rights will be a
very big task for us,” he said, as reported by
Interfax on February 7.
“Until this issue is resolved, these problems will be endless. There won’t be anything good until we see films in Symferopol
in the Russian language,” the chair of the
Crimean Parliament wrote.
Verkhovna Rada Chair
Volodymyr Lytvyn

Volodymyr Lytvyn made comments
offensive to women in a March 2 interview
with the Rada television network. The next
day, his press service offered a transcript of
his statements, which it claimed were misquoted and taken out of context. The pressservice claimed the following comments
weren’t offensive:
“I believe that we need to uphold the
teachings of Plato, which is based on people being free in rights and opportunities
with regard to men and women. It’s true
that the principle of Aristotle began to
dominate – and continues to dominate in
the world – that woman is a lower being.”
“You understand very well that we have
30 legislative bills under review, and they
to a large extent apply to the representation of women in government organs.
Society won’t fulfill them if we don’t get rid
of the tradition, which in principle stems
from the Christian mentality, based on
which man is a higher being because
woman was created from the rib of Adam.
Accordingly, she already stands on a lower
rung and this principle, obviously, is apparent and the laws won’t resolve anything.”
Crimean Council of Ministers Chair
Anatolii Mohyliov

Anatolii Mohyliov, the head of the
Crimean Council of Ministers, denigrated
Oleksandra Kuzhel, an outspoken deputy of
the Crimean Parliament, when she pointed
out that the nominee to head the Crimean
police force was a Donbas native.
“You gained a striking tan on the resorts,
so rest there further if you would be so
kind. Crimea will do just fine without you!
If it’s not the Crimean land that worries
you, then it’s the hunting grounds. If you
pay the rent, we’ll give you land in the
Crimean steppes and you’ll raise some cattle there,” Mr. Mohyliov said to applause
from the deputies of the Crimean
Parliament on February 22. He later added,
“I understand that at your age, women
have certain problems with their psychoemotional state.”
Education Minister
Dmytro Tabachnyk

Mr. Tabachnyk dismissed a protest by 50
college students against the Education
Ministry’s proposed law “On Higher
Education,” claiming they were the aftereffect of a New Year’s hangover.
“I think not everyone has recovered
from their hangover, so clearly this explains
the fidgety liveliness of our opponents,” he
said at a school opening on January 10, as
reported by the Ukrainian News agency.
(Continued on page 16)
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“UKRAINE AT THE CROSSROADS”: CONFERENCE PROCEEDINGS
As reported in our issue dated April 1 in the story
headlined “Ottawa conference on Ukraine delivers tough
messages” (by Jars Balan), the Canadian capital was the
venue for a major international conference whose theme

was “Ukraine at the Crossroads.” The conference brought
In this and subsequent issues, The Ukrainian Weekly
together experts from Canada, the United States, the will present abridged texts and excerpts of presentations
United Kingdom and Ukraine, as well as other countries by some of the international experts who participated in
in Europe, to discuss the current situation in Ukraine.
the forum.

Thomas O. Melia

Peter Van Loan

Following is an abridged text of opening
remarks by U.S. Deputy Assistant Secretary
of State Thomas O. Melia delivered on March
7 as part of the opening panel presentation.

Below is an abridged version are excerpts
of the keynote address by the leader of the
government in the Canadian House of
Commons, Peter Van Loan, delivered on
March 7 at the opening dinner of the forum.

…The theme for tonight’s session – “Quo
Vadis Ukraine” – has been raised and pondered many times during the two decades
of Ukraine’s independence.
There are many ways to answer the
“quo vadis” question, but I think we all can
agree on at least one fundamental point: It
is first and foremost for the men and
women of Ukraine to shape their country’s
future as a sovereign, independent country.
And for the people of Ukraine to do so, they
must be able to freely exercise their civil
and political rights in an environment
where the rule of law is respected, and government officials and institutions are held
accountable to the people, including
through an unfettered press.
I daresay that to truly consolidate
Ukraine’s independence, the country must
consolidate its emergent democratic character. For what does sovereignty mean in
the 21st century if a country’s government
does not understand its origins and purpose to be if not of the people by the people, and for the people?
As the people of Ukraine make their way
forward toward greater democracy and
prosperity – a path that has not been and
will not be straight or smooth , as is the
case with most nations in transition – they
can count on the friendship and support of
the people and governments of the United
States and – I trust – of Canada.
It is important to recall how much the
Ukrainian people have achieved in their
first 20 years as an independent country.
They proved the skeptics wrong twice.
First, by coming together – east to west,
and north to south – to peacefully achieve
national independence in 1991, and then,
13 years later, by pushing back against
those who had attempted to manipulate a
presidential election.
We all followed the dramatic events during two weeks in December 2004, gripped
by the popular outpouring demanding that
the election results honestly reflect the will
of the voters. Ukraine at the time was clearly at a crossroads – and the people chose a
path towards democracy and Europe in a
bold attempt to harmonize Ukraine’s political processes with Euro-Atlantic standards.
This marked a second beginning for
Ukraine, although the governments that
followed – all of them from 2004 to 2012
had an opportunity to chart a democratic
course – failed to consolidate the country’s
democratic potential.
It is worth noting that the presidential
election of 2010 was – I think all would
agree – the best election in the country’s
brief history, procedurally speaking.
Throughout these two decades, we have
been at Ukraine’s side, steadily building a
friendship and a strategic partnership. We
have accomplished much together, helping
the Ukrainian people seek what they themselves repeatedly have said that they want
– a more, secure, stable and prosperous
country. But clearly, more needs to be done.
And it is up to Ukrainians to take good decisions about their future.
Next year, Ukraine will assume the

Thomas O. Melia
chairmanship of the Organization for
Security and Cooperation in Europe, the
OSCE, which is built around cooperation in
three “dimensions,” including the “human
dimension,” which is about democracy and
human rights. As it prepares to assume that
leadership position in 2013, the United
States, Canada and other like-minded governments are encouraging Ukraine to serve
as an exemplar of how nations uphold
human rights, democratic principles of government and related OSCE commitments.
Among these commitments are those reaffirmed at the OSCE summit in December
2010. At the Summit, all OSCE states reaffirmed: “Categorically and irrevocably that
the commitments undertaken in the field of
the human dimension are matters of direct
and legitimate concern to all participating
states and do not belong exclusively to the
internal affairs of the state concerned.” …
There are a number of opportunities in
the year ahead for Ukraine to strengthen its
democracy, most notably by implementing
its new election law, ensuring the participation of all political parties – and their leaders
– in the October 28 parliamentary elections,
and by sending an early invitation to the
OSCE Office for Democratic Institutions and
Human Rights to pave the way for a substantial international observation mission.
Ukraine has given assurances that it will
follow through on these commitments. To be
sure, to cite the words of five European foreign ministers in an op-ed in last Sunday’s
(March 4) New York Times, “On that day the
eyes of the international community will be
on Ukraine, with the hope and expectation
that the country will not renege on its tradition of free and fair elections.”
Also on the horizon – but on hold for now
– is the signing of the Association Agreement
and the Deep and Comprehensive Free
Trade Agreement with the European Union.
When those accords are fully implemented,
they will generate multiple benefits for the
Ukrainian people, move Ukraine closer to
integration with Euro-Atlantic structures,
and also help strengthen Ukraine’s partnership with both Canada and the United States,
because a free trade agreement with the EU,
and the legal norms and corporate governance standards that reflects, will make
Ukraine a more attractive business partner
for North American businesses. Democracy
(Continued on page 15)

…As you know, Ukrainians have deep
roots in this country beginning with the
first wave of Ukrainian settlers in the late
1800s and continuing through the present
century. They came to Canada seeking
freedom and opportunity; they travelled
across a vast ocean in the hope that, given
a chance to rely on their own energy, work
ethic and ambition, they could build a life
for themselves and their families in this
new land. And the Ukrainians have indeed
succeeded and have helped build our
country.
That original wave of pioneers who
broke the land in Canada’s West and helped
populate this vast country, however, was
followed by other Ukrainians, who came
later and for whom the challenge of freedom was not simply a matter of subsistence but actually one of existence. They
had survived and escaped the terror of
Lenin’s and Stalin’s Soviet empire – from
the genocide of the Holodomor to the horrors of the Gulag and, of course, the random terror of the NKVD. For those
Ukrainians, Canada’s opportunities were
not just economic, but political.
The experience of the fragility of freedom – that it can be so easily crushed by
tyrants – has informed the attitude of
Ukrainian Canadians to their country as
well as to their ancestral homeland and it
has driven their political engagement.
In the caucus of Canada’s governing
Conservative Party, there are many for
whom similar formative experiences have
driven us to become politically active. I
have colleagues whose roots lie in places
like Poland, Romania and, of course, a couple dozen, including my party secretary
and many who are here, who have
Ukrainian roots. … my own roots are
Estonian. I was raised on a steady diet of
stories of near-death experiences at the
hands of successive Soviet, Nazi and Soviet
(again) occupations. I learned early that
democracy was vulnerably delicate and
that freedom could be readily lost; that is
what drove my interest and involvement in
politics. Frankly, it is the reason why I am
here today.
…freedom, democracy, human rights
and the rule of law are the four cornerstones of Canada’s value-based foreign policy. And that focus is evident in our
response to recent events in Ukraine
Canada feels a real stake in the success of a
modern, free and independent Ukraine. …
In the years directly following independence, Ukraine made great strides. In
emerging and rebuilding after 70 years of
Soviet tyranny, the Ukrainian people
turned their back on their Communist past
and embraced their hard-won liberty along
with the spirit of democracy and freedom,
respect for human rights and the establishment of the rule of law.
But Ukraine has also remained a critical
battleground – an echo, if you will, of the

Alexander Balaban

Peter Van Loan

Cold War, as a fading empire seeks to resist
the loss of what it considers to be its cultural birthplace. A notable example has been
the aspiration of many in Ukraine to find a
home in NATO. Vladimir Putin has attempted to draw the line, saying that Russia
would not accept accession for Ukraine – in
fact, telling President [George W.] Bush in a
discussion that Ukraine was not even a
nation. Wisely, the West, notwithstanding
the unhelpful advice of people like Jimmy
Carter, did not not give into identical
threats from the Soviets about German
reunification or similar Russian threats
over Baltic NATO accession. Prime Minister
[Stephen] Harper has made clear Canada’s
position. No country can have a veto over
Ukraine’s alliances. NATO accession is a
decision for the people of Ukraine.
…The 2004 Orange Revolution was, as
we know, a bright moment in the spread of
democratic principles; the Ukrainian people stood up to the old style muscular thief
of their elections and were able, in a free
and fair way, to ensure that the democratic
alternative prevailed. Sadly, however, as we
likewise know, the Orange Revolution fell
victim to some of the weaknesses of a
young democracy that had not yet really
matured …
This fall, we had a debate here in Ottawa
in the House of Commons on the ongoing
erosion of democracy in Ukraine and, in
particular, the politically motivated and
arbitrary prosecution of former Prime
Minister Yulia Tymoshenko. In the debate, I
highlighted the bitter disappointment of
developments since President [Viktor]
Yanukovych came to power in 2010. Since
those elections, we have seen an administration that seems prepared to subvert justice and the rule of law for the pursuit of
political ends and to eliminate political
rivals. In every international rating of freedom, Ukraine is sliding. In the press, you
have journalists who practice self-censorship to avoid persecution. It is worth also
questioning, how free and independent a
press can be when one of the major media
magnates just so happens to additionally
be the head of the country’s security services. And, of course, the actions of the
Ukrainian government since the
(Continued on page 15)
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Kyiv and the EU

On March 30 it was reported that Ukraine and the European Union had initialed
the Association Agreement that is supposed to provide a new framework for their
relations. According to Eurasia Daily Monitor, Ukrainian Vice-Minister of Foreign
Affairs Pavlo Klimkin and EU negotiator Miroslav Lajcak initialed only a portion of
the agreement: the political section plus the first and last pages of the free trade
part. The rest is to be signed later, and the actual signing of the agreement is now
expected to take place no earlier than next year.
Reacting to the development, The Economist opined: “…the ‘initialing’ is little
more than a tuft of grass on the barren steppe of EU-Ukrainian relations. Plans to
sign the agreement at an EU-Ukraine summit last December dissipated after Yulia
Tymoshenko, the opposition politician, was imprisoned for abuse of office during
her time as prime minister.” The Economist added, “it could take years for the
EU-Ukraine agreement to pass – especially now that Ms. Tymoshenko is facing further criminal charges.”
No one, you see, believes the words of Ukraine’s leaders when they repeat ad nauseum that that Kyiv’s priority is Euro-integration – not when Kyiv’s actions clearly
reject the “European choice.”
Three and a half weeks earlier, on March 4, the foreign ministers of five European
states had published a joint commentary titled “Ukraine’s Slide” in the opinion section of The New York Times, marking five years since the EU and Ukraine had begun
negotiations on the Association Agreement. “By now, we should have been able to
celebrate a signed and ratified agreement, and a successful Ukraine making progress
toward even closer cooperation with the EU. Instead, we pass a new milestone on
what is becoming a much too long and painful road,” wrote Sweden’s Carl Bildt,
Britain’s William Hague, the Czech Republic’s Karel Schwarzenberg, Poland’s
Radoslaw Sikorski and Germany’s Guido Westerwelle. “We are at an impasse in the
association process,” they noted; “the way forward… has in effect been blocked by
Ukraine’s actions.”
The reaction from Ukraine? Once again, Kyiv opted to deliver words that Europe
long ago ceased to believe. In a letter to the editor published on March 20, Foreign
Affairs Minister Kostyantyn Gryshchenko wrote: “Ukraine is committed to European
values. We are not sliding but striding toward full integration into the European
Union.” He claimed that ambitious reforms are under way in Ukraine and that the
trials of former Ukrainian officials “are very similar to indictments of former officials
across Europe (trials in Croatia or Iceland are examples).” Mr. Gryshchenko also
noted President Viktor Yanukovych’s commitment to hold free and fair elections, “in
accordance with our new election law, based on European standards and endorsed
by both coalition and opposition parties.”
Could it be that the Yanukovych administration still does not understand that the
move toward Europe must be accompanied by concrete behavior in line with
European standards? A litmus test for Ukraine’s association with Europe will be the
Verkhovna Rada elections in October, and a key to the validity of those elections is
whether the opposition is able to participate on an equal footing. The question is:
will Kyiv heed the call of five European foreign ministers “to display the political
courage and wisdom needed” to propel Ukraine toward association with the EU?
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Turning the pages back...

Two years ago, on April 8, 2010, Ukraine’s Constitutional
Court announced its ruling that legitimized the coalition led by
the Party of Regions, allowing the parliamentary majority to be
formed by individual national deputies (defectors from opposition factions), as well as deputies’ factions. The ruling, which was
made on April 6, 2010, but formally announced two days later, was criticized by legal
experts for its violation of the Constitution of Ukraine.
The Constitutional Court’s ruling stated: “Individual national deputies of Ukraine, in
particular, those who are not members of parliamentary factions that initiated the creation of a coalition of parliamentary factions in the Verkhovna Rada of Ukraine, have the
right to participate in the formation of a coalition of parliamentary factions in the
Verkhovna Rada of Ukraine.”
This was in stark contrast to the Constitutional Court’s September 17, 2008, ruling that:
“[…] only those national deputies of Ukraine who are members of the deputies’ factions
that form a coalition can enter the ranks of that coalition. The membership of the national
deputies of Ukraine in these factions underlines the exceptional role of deputies’ factions
in the formation of a coalition of deputies factions.”
President Viktor Yanukovych flaunted his manipulation of the judicial branch of the
government when he said, “We must learn to live by the law.”
Meanwhile, opposition leader Yulia Tymoshenko denounced the ruling as “unprecedentedly shameful” and characterized the maneuver as a political ruling “made to order by the
new authorities” in Ukraine that “tarnishes the foundations of democracy in the country.”
The opposition forces demanded the establishment of a special commission to investigate pressures put on Constitutional Court judges in order to gain the ruling.
The illegal formation of the coalition has led to other abuses of the law initiated by the
Yanukovych administration, including illegally canceling elections, derailing Ukraine’s
Euro-Atlantic integration and intimidating Ukrainian nationalists.
Such a blatant violation of the Constitution of Ukraine had law experts suggesting that
only pressure from the government and bribes from the Party of Regions could have produced it. Legal experts added that this decision by the court destroyed its credibility.

2010

(Continued on page 15)

SUNDAY, APRIL 8, 2012

No. 15

EASTER PASTORAL

Christ comes to us today,
bringing a new life
The Paschal Epistle of the Permanent Conference of Ukrainian Orthodox Bishops Beyond
the Borders of Ukraine.
To the Reverend Clergy, the Diaconate in
Christ, the Venerable Monastics and
Faithful Laity of the Ukrainian Orthodox
Church Beyond the Borders of Ukraine and
on their native soil:
Christ is Risen! Christ is Risen! Christ is
Risen!
Dearly Beloved Brothers and Sisters in
Christ Jesus:
We greet you with the all-joyous and
most important feast-day, the glorious
Resurrection of our Lord, Jesus Christ.
The Resurrection of Christ is the pinnacle of our expectations and hopes, the fulfilment of the Lord’s promises and the beginning of renewed life in the Lord Jesus.
The Resurrection of Christ is the immovable foundation upon which is built His
Church, which calls all to salvation and
preaches eternal life after death. “Christ is
risen from the dead, and has become the
first-fruits of those who have fallen asleep.”
(I Cor. 15:20)
It is this foundation, that the enemies of
Christ and His Church have attempted to
shake and shatter throughout history, for
they correctly know that without the
Resurrection the Divine Christ is no longer
divine and is reduced to a mortal prophet,
teacher, healer. St. Paul writes to the
Corinthians, “And if Christ is not risen, then
our preaching is empty and your faith is
also empty.” (I Cor. 15:14)
It is because Christ rose from the dead,
that the faithful are inspired and have the
spiritual strength to wage battle against the
enemies of God – the wolves among the
sheep, that sow discontent within the
Church, that attack the teachings of Christ
as being irrelevant to the advances in modern science, technology, philosophy or the
needs of today’s social issues and relative
morality.
It is because Christ rose from the dead,
that we heed His directives to “Go into all
the world and preach the gospel to every
creature.” (Mk. 16:15). It is the unbelievers,
who say, that this or that country will never
be Orthodox.
It is because Christ rose from the dead,
that we accept His authority and submit to
the truths, that He has passed on to us
through the Holy Apostles and their episcopal successors and regard them higher
than the philosophical ponderings of those
who say, “We are greater than Christ.”

Following the crucifixion on Golgotha
the Lord’s followers were consumed by
great sadness and feelings of hopelessness.
Then the Risen Christ appeared among
them, bringing new hope and victory. He
also comes to us today, bringing resurrection and a new life beyond our imagination.
Where frustration and disillusionment
with life reigns, there Christ brings a new
life filled with new meaning and new joy.
Let us, brothers and sisters, greet “This
chosen and holy day, the first, the Queen
and Lady of Sabbaths, the Feast of Feasts
and the Festival of Festivals on which we
bless Christ to all the ages.” (Easter Matins,
Canticle 8)
May this day mark a new beginning in
our relationship with God, our family, our
church and society.
With this new joy we greet all of you
scattered throughout the world and in
Ukraine. May the Risen Christ always be
with you. May He be a constant source of
our unity and may He guide us in our common future here on earth and to eternal life
in heaven.
Christ is Risen! He is Risen Indeed!
With Archpastoral Blessings,

† Constantine
Metropolitan of the Ukrainian Orthodox
Church of the U.S.A. and the Diaspora

† Yurij
Metropolitan of the Ukrainian Orthodox
Church of Canada

† Antony
Archbishop of the Ukrainian Orthodox
Church of the U.S.A.

† Ioan
Archbishop of the Ukrainian Orthodox
Church in the Diaspora

† Jeremiah
Archbishop of the South American Eparchy
of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church
† Ilarion
Bishop of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church
of Canada

† Andriy
Bishop of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church
of Canada
† Daniel
Bishop of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church
of the U.S.A.

Jacques Hnizdovsky’s depiction of Ukrainian Easter traditions.
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PERSPECTIVES
by Andrew

Fedynsky

Newthink for emerging democracies Hoping against hope
The tightly run “Ukraine at the
Crossroads” Conference in Ottawa in early
March attracted some 200 to hear experts
from Canada, the United States, England
and Ukraine offer their best on Ukraine.
The conclusions: There are many problems but few solutions.
Among the most pressing is the persecution of the political opposition. The
imprisonment of Ukraine’s ex-Prime
Minister Yulia Tymoshenko and former
Internal Affairs Minister Yurii Lutsenko all
but removes the opposition from the race.
Also, some suggest this was done by
design, by having to fight for their leaders’
freedom, the opposition’s time and
resources are drawn away from the
October parliamentary elections.
Indeed, the entire pre-election environment is problematic. Changes to Ukraine’s
election laws, redistribution of boundaries
and political parties’ inability to offer candidates add to the quagmire favoring the
ruling Party of Regions. There are job
threats – teachers in particular are targeted as they have access to parents – as well
as restrictions on assembly and the media.
Even Moscow Patriarchate churches –
those under the Kremlin’s control – call on
believers to support the status quo.
Statements by international leaders are
distorted. Prime Minister Stephen
Harper’s admonitions in his letter to
President Viktor Yanukovych were held
back; instead, the oligarch-controlled
media related friendly comments from the
introductory paragraph.
Vladimir Putin’s victory as Russia’s
president is expected to bring further negative impacts on Ukraine’s politics. Social
media headlines proclaim that “Putin does
not recognize Ukraine as an independent
state.” He sees it as an integral part of the
“single Russian space,” an imperialistic
view of one big motherland born in the
18th century Germany. Mr. Putin summarizes it best: Russia is wherever Russian is
spoken.
Mr. Putin aims to have his way with
Ukraine because this leads to his next step
forward in amassing geopolitical power:
replacing U.S. leadership in Europe.
Simultaneously, he is working to attain
naval supremacy of the Black Sea, control
of the Bosphorus Straits and then the
Mediterranean Sea. His interests in
Canada’s Arctic are no secret.
One thing is clear: Mr. Putin is determined to subordinate Ukraine. This is bad
scenario for all world democracies –
whether they like it or not, Ukraine’s problems are their problems too.
This reality was amply underscored by
speakers like James Sherr (London),
Andrei Piontkovsky (Moscow), Borys
Tarasyuk (Kyiv) at the House of Commons
Foreign Affairs and International
Development hearings preceding the conference. Here, as later at the conference,
well-tried solutions were offered with
acknowledgement that none have produced the desired results: a democratic
and prosperous Ukraine. Twenty years of
assistance dollars – some $200 million
from Canada alone, poured into projects
like building a civil society, formulating
policy, exchanges, and election monitoring
– have been found wanting.
Meanwhile, Ukraine’s emerging democ-

racy spawned horrific abuses, including
concentration of state wealth in the hands
of unscrupulous politicians cum oligarchs,
expansion of international money-laundering techniques, corruption in government, and the persecution and arrest of
some 100 opposition leaders. In short,
democracy exchanged one bad government for another.
All this points to nasty parliamentary
elections in October. Ukrainian speakers
from Oleh Ryabchuk, former vice prime
minister under Yulia Tymoshenko’s government and Valentyn Nalyvaichenko,
chair of the Political Council of Our
Ukraine, were hard-pressed to convince
listeners that the opposition is united, and
ready to fight and win.
In response to what Canada might do to
help, the same development instruments
were offered: more election observers,
civil society capacity-building; NGO funding, and development of small and medium-sized enterprises. As good as these
projects are, they have failed to produce
the desired impacts. The reason is simple:
bad government trumps the good intentions of development funding or the
efforts of the citizenry.
Clearly, more is needed and finding a
solution will be a godend to most emerging democracies. This is no easy task. New
paradigms attempting to deal with bad
governments are blocked by the sovereignty principle. Nonetheless, the world
must go forward and deal with abusive
governments.
This principle is akin to the state entering private homes to deal with dangerous
family relationships. Unheard of in earlier
times, as it violated the sanctity of the
home, it is routine practice now. In the
same vein, governments that are abusing
authority – serving personal interests at
the expense of citizens’ well-being – invite
international oversight mechanisms to
end bad practices. Without such a development there seems to be little hope for
progress in Ukraine and in the other
democracies emerging in the former
Soviet space. And little hope for the Arab
Spring.
Perhaps Canada can help. By leading
other like-minded states in considering a
resolution to the stranglehold put on
young democracies by their own abusive
governments, they might find ways to
ensure that one bad leadership is not
replaced by an equally bad one.
James Bezan, a member of Parliament
(Selkirk-Interlake, Manitoba) who some
years ago sponsored Canada’s Holodomor
bill and is a product of a UkrainianScottish heritage, offered his thoughts following the hearings: “Canada has always
demonstrated global leadership with our
foreign policies on Ukraine and other new
democratic countries. The challenge to the
free world is to find new ways to help.
Election observers, civil society funding,
institutional capacity building are all very
important. But hard-won democratic freedoms are being trumped by rogue state
leaders, not just in Ukraine, but elsewhere
as well. Canadian foreign policy has to continue to adapt to this new reality.”
Oksana Bashuk Hepburn may be contacted at oksanabh@sympatico.ca.

Recently, I received an e-mail from a
reader who wrote, “I appreciate so much
the fact that your articles in The Weekly
always end on an optimistic note…”
Well, that’s how I was brought up. As a
“novak” in Plast Ukrainian Scouting
Organization in the 1950s, my friends and
I sang our little hearts out about how we
would grow up and “restore Ukraine.” As
older “yunaky,” we promised to honor our
pledge and steer toward “happiness, glory
and freedom.”
My parents belonged to a generation of
optimists. Having survived World War II,
thousands upon thousands ended up in
the displaced persons camps in Germany
and Austria, where deportation to the
Soviet Union, and from there to Siberia or
the grave, was a daily threat. And yet they
were confident enough that, even in the
camps, many married and had children.
They attended classes to become engineers, doctors, technicians, etc. and
learned English or Spanish, expecting to
emigrate to Canada, the United States,
Britain, Australia, Argentina, etc.
These refugees had grown up in interwar Galicia (Halychyna) on a cultural-political diet that was overwhelmingly forwardlooking, starting with the works of
Ukraine’s national poet, Taras Shevchenko,
the fortunate son of an illiterate, enslaved
people, who miraculously won his freedom, only to have it revoked for exercising
it. Arrested and exiled to a military prison
more than 2,000 miles from home, he continued to write clandestinely, exhorting his
countrymen to work for their liberation
and independence.
In the generation after Shevchenko’s
death in 1861, prospects for Ukrainian
statehood were nil, but the culture nonetheless bubbled with creativity. In Galicia,
then ruled by the Austrians, Mykhailo
Hrushevsky gave a stateless nation a history of its own with narrative so compelling
it led to independence in 1918. Authors
Ivan Franko, Marko Vovchok, Vasyl Stefanyk
and others provided their readers with a
picture of themselves and created a national literature in the process.
Believing their efforts made a difference,
they and countless others chose the language and idiom of the people with the
objective of building a nation. Even in
Russian-ruled Ukraine, where the language
itself was banned, the culture managed to
emerge, whether it was Mykhailo Starytsky’s
Russian-language novels on Ukrainian historical themes or his cousin Mykola Lysenko’s
classical music compositions, based on a distinctly national tradition.
And there were others, especially Larissa
Kosach, who published in Galicia under an
assumed name: Lesia Ukrainka. Totally dedicated to her people, she was a prolific writer
even as she struggled with tuberculosis and
other frailties. Pretty much everything she
wrote related to Ukrainians’ national aspirations. One of her poems describes how
Robert the Bruce of Scotland, despondent
over multiple failed campaigns against the
English, notices a spider trying to connect a
silk strand but it keeps falling short.
Persisting after numerous tries, the arachnid
finally succeeds. Taking this as a sign, Robert
raises another army and wins independence
for his land. For Ukrainians, the lesson is
obvious. So is the one Lesia tapped from her

own life in the poem, “Contra Spem Spero”
in which “hoping against hope,” she’s determined to enjoy life, remain productive and
prevail.
They and countless others applied their
talents to not only shape a nation’s attitudes, but also build a social infrastructure
to channel the energies that stemmed from
those. In 1868, five years after Russia
banned the Ukrainian language, 65 delegates in western Ukraine started the
Prosvita (Enlightenment) Society, dedicated to Ukrainian culture and education. On
the brink of World War I, there were nearly
3,000 reading rooms, a number that grew
after Galicia became part of Poland in the
interwar period. Multiply that by any number of other organizations – choirs,
schools, theater groups, Plast, the church –
and you get a sense of the network that
prevailed in the 1920s and ‘30s, which was
transferred in microcosm to the DP camps
and from there to the diaspora in the late
1940s and early ‘50s.
I don’t pretend to know the “national character” of Ukrainians or whether Ukrainians
overall are optimists or pessimists. Lord
knows history has given Ukrainians plenty
of reason to despair. You know the story –
famine, war, slave labor, etc. And yet, across
the generations, many believed and
worked to fulfill Shevchenko’s dream.
It was often an epic struggle with tough
idealists like Symon Petliura and Yevhen
Konovalets, working in the midst of world
war, social chaos and revolution to create
an army, its ranks filled by legions of equally idealistic rank-and-file soldiers, nearly
all of whose names have been lost in time.
A generation later, tens of thousands of
brave men and women joined the Ukrainian
Insurgent Army (UPA) in a hopeless struggle against both the Wehrmacht and the
Red Army. Defeated in the field, they carried the fight to the gulag.
In the 1960s, ‘70s and ‘80s, dissidents
took it to a political level, challenging the
world’s most powerful police state, knowing
it would lead to their arrest and imprisonment. They believed it would make a difference. And it did, with the help of diaspora
Ukrainians on four continents who lobbied
their governments and media outlets to support the dissident cause in Ukraine with the
expectation it would become global. Among
those are the three sons of the person who
sent me the e-mail that inspired this column.
In due course, what Shevchenko defined
and the dissidents pursued became a mass
movement for democracy and independence, a hard-won triumph that millions
defended in the Orange Revolution. Today,
democracy and the rule of law in Ukraine
are under threat. My pessimistic friends
cite this to vindicate a gloomy vision and to
argue that efforts on behalf of Ukraine and
its culture are doomed to fail. Optimists, on
the other hand, see these challenges as a
call to action, to work to bring about the
future you want to see, not only in Ukraine
but also in America. Every culture that has
every achieved anything worthwhile was
suffused with optimism. That will surely
continue. Optimist or pessimist? Interesting
how both attitudes tend to achieve their
expected results.
Andrew Fedynsky’s e-mail address is
fedynsky@sbcglobal.net.

8

THE UKRAINIAN WEEKLY

SUNDAY, APRIL 8, 2012

No. 15

No. 15

THE UKRAINIAN WEEKLY

Olena Kucher receives the trophy for
most promising young skier among girls
from Ambassador Yuriy Sergeyev. She
also won the traveling trophy for the fastest female skier.
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Some of the NASTAR medalists who were recognized during the awards dinner.

Andrew Moroch

Carpathian Ski Club holds 58th annual races

Skiers in the youngest girls’ category: 3-year-old Marilyn Vena (left) and 4-year-old
Melasia Bodnar.

Winners among boys age 9-10 (from left): champion Mark Blyznak (who also
received the most promising young skier trophy for boys), silver medalist Stefan
Sorobay and bronze medalist Thomas Silver.

HUNTER, N.Y. – Forty-seven skiers
between the ages of 2 and 68 competed in
the 58th annual ski races of the Carpathian
Ski Club (known by its Ukrainian acronym
as KLK) held here at Hunter Mountain on
Saturday, March 3.
They ignored the weather forecast of 70
percent chance of rain that day and were
rewarded with gorgeous spring-like skiing
under sunny blue skies.
The skiers competed on a NASTAR
(National Standard Race) course during the
day, and in the evening attended an awards
dinner at Hunter Mountain’s Copper Tree
Restaurant with their families and friends.
Participants were welcomed at the dinner by KLK President Erko Palydowycz.

trophies to the most promising young skiers, Olena Kucher, 7, and Mark Blyznak, 10.
The traveling trophies for the fastest
male and female skiers (no repeat winners
are allowed) were awarded to 7-year-old
Olena and Vlodko Temnycky, 55.
Also awarded were platinum, gold, silver
and bronze NASTAR medals, with 39 of the
47 competitors earning those distinctions
among their peers nationwide. Little Olena
was the star in this group also as she earned
a platinum medal. Ms. Popel pointed out,
“Each year our percentages get better.”
A special KLK Family Award was presented for the first time. Its recipients were
the Moroch family of New York – father
Andrew, mother Miroslava and 11-year-old

The masters of ceremonies for the evening,
which was highlighted by the presentation
of trophies and medals to the top skiers in
each age group (see ski race results below),
were Orest Fedash, KLK’s skiing coordinator, and Vira Popel, KLK president-elect.
Addressing the gathering, David Slutzky of
Hunter Mountain underscored, “It’s really
special to see families skiing like this because
skiing is forever – it’s a sport for a lifetime.”
He noted that he wishes there were more
clubs like KLK to encourage skiers of all ages.
Ambassador Yuriy Sergeyev, Ukraine’s
permanent representative to the United
Nations, and his wife, Nataliya, who were
attending the KLK ski races for the fifth
consecutive year, presented certificates and

The Morochs of New York – father Andrew, mother Miroslava and 11-year-old triplets Natalia, Michael and Julia – receive the
special KLK Family Award from Ambassador Yuriy Sergeyev and his wife, Nataliya.

triplets Natalia, Michael and Julia – all of
whom competed that day.
The Carpathian Ski Club awarded lifetime memberships to Ambassador and
Mrs. Sergeyev in recognition of their years
of support for the organization.
During the dinner, entertainment was
provided by violinist Marian Pidvirny, and
bandurist/singer Alla Kutsevych, who was
accompanied by singer Liuda Hrabovsky.
The Carpathian Ski Club was established
in Ukraine in 1924 and began its activity in
the United States after World War II. The
club held its first U.S. ski races in 1954 at
Whiteface Mountain, near Lake Placid, N.Y.
(Continued on page 13)

Three generations of skiers from the Vena
family: 5-year-old Rocco with his father,
Damien, and grandfather, Joseph. All were
winners in their respective age groups.
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Canadian Institute of Ukrainian Studies fosters culture of philanthropy
EDMONTON, Alberta – The Canadian
Institute of Ukrainian Studies has updated
its donor board with 10 plates bearing the
names of new donors, each of whom has
recently contributed more than $25,000 to
the institute.
The board, arranged by donation
amounts, now has 73 plates. It features such
major donors as Peter Jacyk, Michael and
Daria Kowalsky, and Peter and Doris Kule,
who have donated more than $1 million
dollars each. The new donors include
Canadians from Alberta, Ontario and British
Columbia, as well as a donor from the
United Kingdom. In the past, donations have
been received from Australia, Germany, New
Zealand, Ukraine and the United States.
“The Ukrainian community is strongly
committed to preserving its identity and
developing its achievements that motivate
people to give,” noted CIUS director Dr.
Zenon Kohut. “Historically, this was conditioned by a number of reasons, including
the need of first immigrants to organize
their community life through churches and
schools in new settlements, then to preserve the Ukrainian language and culture
due to the threat of Russian imperialism in
the homeland, and now to support democratic development in Ukraine and promote knowledge about its people and culture internationally.”
The new donations include a bequest of
nearly $500,000 from the Bohdan and
Natalia Golemba estate (Ontario), which
will provide scholarships for students in
law or humanities at the Ivan Franko
National University of Lviv to study or conduct research in Canada. The new fund will
promote the long-established partnership
between the two universities, including the

CIUS

Dr. Mykola Soroka, CIUS development manager, updates the institute’s donor board.
student exchange program.
A retired pediatrician, Dr. Maria FischerSlysh of Toronto (who died on February
13) donated $200,000 to sponsor the publication of two volumes of Mykhailo
Hrushevsky’s fundamental “History of
Ukraine-Rus ’ ” in English translation, a
project undertaken by the Peter Jacyk
Center for Ukrainian Historical Research at
CIUS. She is known for her philanthropy,
which has benefited scores of educational,
religious, cultural and social initiatives in
Canada and Ukraine, including a gift of $1
million dollars to the Ukrainian Catholic
University in Lviv.
Another donation of $50,000 to sponsor
the Hrushevsky project was received from
the late John Yaremko of Toronto. A former

It is with sincere happiness and a deep satisfaction that Bobby Leigh
and I would like to announce that our film “HOLODOMOR: UKRAINE’S
GENOCIDE” is finally completed and on sale on our website:

www.Holodomorthemovie.com.
Please share this information with everyone so that we may
spread awareness of Holodomor throughout the World!
Be a part in helping the world learn about Ukraine’s Genocide:
Holodomor.

We are deeply grateful for your support.
HOLODOMOR: UKRAINE’S GENOSIDE is available for purchase on
our website, www.Holodomorthemovie.com or by sending a check
made payable to:
HOLODOMOR THE MOVIE.
8306 Wilshire Blvd., #947
Beverly Hills, CA 90211
USA
Cost of a DVD is only $24.99 + $3.99 shipping & handling for US
orders, or $9.99 shipping & handling for orders outside the USA

member of the Government of Ontario, Mr.
Yaremko was mindful of his roots and
believed in a multicultural Canada free of
racism and discrimination.
Parasia Iwanec of St. Catharines,
Ontario, has established an endowment
fund in her name and that of her late husband, Dr. Wasyl Iwanec. This is a tribute to
Edmonton and Alberta, where she enjoyed
her career as a painter. She took part in the
embellishment of St. Josaphat’s Cathedral
(Edmonton) and prepared the catalogue
“Ukrainian Churches of Alberta,” which features 153 of her works.
Serving as a priest of the Ukrainian
Orthodox Church, Father Hryhorij Fil of
Redwater, Alberta, has established a fund
to support Ukrainian religious studies.

The establishment of the Alberta
Ukrainian Heritage Foundation Endowment
Fund was a collective effort to promote
Ukrainian and Ukrainian-Canadian culture
while fostering a greater understanding of
the unique heritage of left-wing Ukrainians
in Canada. Among other projects, the new
fund will make it possible to continue the
research and writing of the institute’s multivolume history of Ukrainians in Canada, as
well as to send books to scholarly institutions in Ukraine studying Canada and the
Ukrainian diaspora.
For years, CIUS has been carrying on its
scholarly activities through publications,
grants and scholarships, conferences and
seminars while expanding its network of
media contacts and donors in many countries. CIUS development efforts have
recently benefited from a generous gift of
$200,000 from the estate of the late
Edward Brodacky of London (England) to
support the Hrushevsky translation project. Having fought in World War II, Mr.
Brodacky settled in London, where he
taught French at a grammar school until
his retirement.
Meanwhile, major new donations have
been received from Toronto residents
Roman Kolisnyk and Zenia Stechishin and
from the estates of Peter Salyga (Winnipeg,
Manitoba), Levko and Marika Babij (Toronto),
and Mary Yacyshyn (Mississauga, Ontario).
CIUS Development Manager Dr. Mykola
Soroka pointed out that the institute
“remains one of the most visible units at
the University of Alberta in attracting donations that stimulate the university’s scholarly work, support students and encourage
(Continued on page 13)
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Ukrainian Bandurist Chorus to bid farewell to conductor Bohdan Heryavenko
WARREN, Mich. – At its biennial meeting
held here on February 25, Bohdan
Heryavenko announced that he will be
stepping down as artistic director and conductor of the Ukrainian Bandurist Chorus
(UBC) at the end of June. Mr. Heryavenko,
his wife Halyna and their son Denys have
decided to move back to their native
Ukraine at the end of this summer.
In two short years, Maestro Heryavenko
led the UBC in triumphant performances at
the internationally renowned Stratford
Summer Music Festival, a very successful
western Canadian concert series, the 50th
anniversary of St. Nicholas Ukrainian
Catholic Eparchy in Chicago attended by
his Patriarch Sviatoslav, and a benefit concert for the Ukrainian Language Studies
Program at the University of Pittsburgh.
Mr. Heryavenko will continue his duties
with the UBC until the end of June. At the
biennial meeting, the UBC membership
thanked Mr. Heryavenko for his very significant contribution over the past two years,
and wished him and his family all the best
in their future endeavors. A final gala concert with Maestro Heryavenko is being
planned for June of this year.
The Ukrainian Bandurist Chorus membership unanimously elected and welcomed back Oleh Mahlay as artistic director and conductor. Mr. Mahlay previously
led the UBC from 1996 to 2008. Prior to his
first election as artistic director and conductor in 1996, Mr. Mahlay served as assistant conductor and concertmaster of the
UBC.
During his first term as artistic director
and conductor, Mr. Mahlay directed the
UBC in tours and performances throughout
the United States, Canada, England,

Ukrainian Bandurist Chorus Artistic Director and Conductor Bohdan Heryavenko
(left) with UBC President Anatoli Murha (center) and incoming UBC Artistic
Director and Conductor Oleh Mahlay.
Germany, France, Austria and Ukraine. His
seven recordings with the UBC, “Ukrainian
Steppe,” “A Bandura Christmas,” “Golden
Echoes of Kyiv: The Divine Liturgy,”
“European Tour: Historic Live Recordings,”
“Bayda” and “1659” have earned artistic
acclaim, and feature some of the conductor’s own compositions and arrangements.
His tenure also featured successful musical
collaborations with soloist Paul Plishka of
the New York Metropolitan Opera and the
Vesnivka Women’s Choir from Toronto.
Born in Cleveland in 1969 to Ukrainian
immigrants, Mr. Mahlay began to study the
piano at the age of 5. He studied violin,
music theory and form at the Cleveland
Music School Settlement, where he
received scholarships for his studies. Mr.

Mahlay also studied piano with Dr. George
Cherry of Baldwin Wallace College
Conservatory of Music. His violin teachers
included Elmer Seltzer of the Cleveland
Orchestra and Jeannette Drinkold-Meyer, a
student of renowned violinist Josef Gingold.
Mr. Mahlay received a B.A. in music history and literature from Case Western
Reserve University (CWRU), graduating
magna cum laude and with Phi Beta Kappa
honors. He attended the Bolzano Institute
of Music in Bolzano, Italy. He studied voice
and piano at the Cleveland Institute of
Music (CIM), served as the concertmaster
of the University Circle Chamber Orchestra
for four years, and was a member of the
Cleveland Orchestra Youth Orchestra in its
inaugural season.

In 1988, he began his long association
with the annual Kobzarska Sich Bandura
Camp and Vocal Programs in Emlenton, Pa.,
where he has served as conductor, lecturer
and music director over the years. Since
December 2009, Mr. Mahlay has held the
position of music curator for the Ukrainian
Museum-Archives in Cleveland, where he
conceived the MUZYKA@theUMA series,
oversees a unique Ukrainian music collection and presents listening lectures on various topics.
Mr. Mahlay is a practicing attorney in
Cleveland, where he resides with his wife,
Natalia, and son, Kyrylo.
UBC President Anatoli W. Murha commented: “As a musician and performer, you
look to the artistic director and conductor
for inspiration in the music, rehearsals and
concerts. Today, we’re faced with a remarkable situation. We want to work with both
Maestro Heryavenko and Maestro Mahlay.
I’ve been fortunate to have had an opportunity to watch them work together at the
Kobzarska Sich Bandura Camp. Their
methods of bringing out the best in you are
unparalleled. On a personal level they are
extraordinary individuals with incredible
integrity. It was our hope that we could
have shared more time with Maestro
Heryavenko. At the same time, we are excited for the future under Maestro Mahlay.”
Mr. Murha, who was recently recognized
as Ukrainian of the Year by the Pittsburghbased Ukrainian Technological Society due
to his involvement with the bandura, was
re-elected president of the UBC executive
board for a seventh term. Mr. Murha, 34,
joined the UBC in 1992 at the age of 14.
(Continued on page 13)

СТАНИЧНА СТАРШИНА
ПЛАСТОВОЇ СТАНИЦІ
В НЮ-ЙОРКУ
March 26, 2012

EASTER GREETINGS
The Ukrainian World Congress extends sincerest greetings to
all Hierarchs and spiritual pastors of Ukrainian Churches, and to
Ukrainians worldwide, on the occasion of the celebration of Christ’s
Resurrection and wishes everyone good health, peace, harmony
and prosperity.
Every year, with the coming of spring, Christians mark the greatest
of Holy Days – the Resurrection of Jesus Christ. Symbolizing the
triumph of life over death, good over evil and light over darkness,
this Holy Day lifts our spirits and strengthens our faith in a brighter
future.
Easter is a special celebration for Ukrainians around the world.
During the Easter Divine Liturgy we praise the Saviour and pray
for protection for our families, friends and our spiritual homeland
– Ukraine. Easter is also closely linked with rich religious traditions
and spiritual folklore that we cherish and pass from generation to
generation.
May the Resurrected Christ strengthen our faith and provide us
with new energy, particularly during these trying times for Ukraine,
and may His light never extinguish in our souls!

Christ has risen! Truly He has risen!
UKRAINIAN WORLD CONGRESS
Eugene Czolij
President

бажає
УКРАЇНСЬКІЙ ГРОМАДІ, ПЛАСТОВІЙ ФУНДАЦІЇ,
СВОЇМ ЖЕРТВОДАВЦЯМ ТА УСІМ ПЛАСТУНАМ І
ПРИЯТЕЛЯМ ПЛАСТУ

РАДІСНИХ СВЯТ
ВОСКРЕСІННЯ ХРИСТОВОГО

КРАЙОВА УПРАВА СПІЛКИ УКРАЇНСЬКОЇ МОЛОДІ В АМЕРИЦІ
бажає

Ієрархам Українських Церков, Світовій Управі СУМ,
всім Управам осередків та Булавам Відділів Юнацтва СУМ,
членам і прихильникам та
Українському Народові в Україні і в діяспорі
мирних і радісних Великодніх Свят

ХРИСТОС ВОСКРЕС!

ВОІСТИНУ ВОСКРЕС!

За Крайову Управу СУМ:
Андрій Бігун, Голова

Мирон Приймак, Секретар
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Carpathian Ski Club holds...
(Continued from page 9)

2012 KLK
race results
Girls age 4 and under
1. Melasia Bodnar
2. Marilyn Vena
Girls age 5-6
1. Inka Bodnar

Girls age 7-8
1. Olena Kucher
2. Christina Silver

Girls age 11-12
1. Diana Blyznak
2. Natalia Moroch
3. Julia Moroch

Girls age 13-14
1. Natalia Blyznak
2. Taisa Sorobay
Girls age 15-16
1. Christina Bach

Women age 35-39
1. Marta Dubyk

Women age 40-44
1. Miroslava Moroch
2. Margaret Begley

Dialogue...

Women age 45-49
1. Chrystyna Sorobay

Women age 50-54
1. Ariadne Bach
2. Maria Rudensky Silver
3. Irene Blyznak
Boys age 4 and under
1. Oleksa Kucher
Boys age 5-6
1. Rocco Vena
2. Arthur Hrycak
Boys age 7-8
1. Peter Hrycak

Boys age 9-10
1. Mark Blyznak
2. Stefan Sorobay
3. Thomas Silver

Boys age 11-12
1. Matthew Bach
2. Michael Moroch
Boys age 15-16
1. Yevhen Dubyk

Boys/men age 17-20
1. Adrian Iwaskiw

(Continued from page 2)

02ihtedpifer02.html?_r=4&scp=2&sq=
ukraine&st=cse).
President Yanukovych declares, like former President Leonid Kuchma, that he
seeks EU membership. But this declaration
means little if the political culture underpinning his administration seeks a monopoly of power at home and builds an authoritarian system. Until the summer of 2011,
Western policy-makers mistakenly took at
face value Mr. Yanukovych’s and Mr.
Gryshchenko’s pro-European rhetoric, similar to that quoted above, when they should
have been highly skeptical.
The reality facing Ukraine is as follows:
· Firstly, the EU will initial the
Association Agreement on March 30 – a
technical step that signals the end of negotiations and which should have taken place
at the December 2011 EU-Ukraine summit
in Kyiv. The EU has stated, as quoted above,
that the next two steps will not take place
until Kyiv no longer undertakes a selective
use of justice against the political opposition. These next two steps are the signing
of the Association Agreement by the
European Council (EC) and the EC’s recommendation for ratification to the European
Parliament and EU member-state’s national parliaments.
· Secondly, the EU has stated it will not
recognize Ukraine’s October parliamentary

Ukrainian Bandurist...
(Continued from page 12)

Since 2000, Mr. Murha has lead the executive board and spearheaded many projects,
including concerts and tours in Ukraine,
England, France, Germany, Austria, Canada
and the United States.
The other newly elected members of the
executive board are: First Vice-President
Roman Beley, Second Vice-President John
Kytasty, Secretary Theodore Bodnar,
Treasurer Volodymyr Murha, Archivist Ihor
Stasiuk, Chorus Elder Bohdan Sklierenko,
and Members-at-Large Ihor Kusznir, Andrij
Sklierenko, Jeff Smolilo, Bohdan Pryjma
and Volodymyr Brechun.
The UBC also welcomed new members
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Canadian Institute...
(Continued from page 10)

Men age 21-29
1. Markian Hadzewycz
2. Nicholas Prociuk
Men age 30-34
1. Taras Popel

Men age 35-39
1. Damien Vena
2. Andry Yahmiuk

Men age 40-44
1. Mark Bodnar
2. Jason Taylor
3. Andrew Moroch

international collaboration. In view of
recent budget cuts, individual and organizational donations have become crucial to
CIUS activities. Many donors were born in
Ukraine and have maintained a lifelong
commitment to their native land. There are
also those born in the new land who feel
attached to the Ukrainian community and
its culture. They have a sense of mission to
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secure Ukrainian studies in Western academia and preserve the Ukrainian heritage
for future generations. It has always been a
priority for CIUS to honor their contribution and respect their will.”
CIUS is grateful for all donations, both
large and small. Upcoming changes at the
University of Alberta will, however, affect
the establishment of new endowment
funds. Starting with the new fiscal year that
begins on April 1, the threshold for the
establishment of such funds will be
increased from $15,000 to $25,000.

Men age 45-49
1. Eri Palydowycz
2. Orest Hrycak

Men age 50-54
1. Yuriy Kucher
2. Roman Sorobay

Men age 55-59
1. Yuri B. Kobziar
2. Vlodko Temnycky
3. Nestor Blyznak
4. Mark Bach
5. Peter Prociuk
Men age 65-69
1. Joseph Vena

elections as having been undertaken in
accordance with democratic standards if
opposition leaders are in jail and not permitted to participate in them. In such a situation, visa black lists and sanctions could
follow in 2013 – the same year Ukraine is
set to hold the rotating chairmanship of the
Organization for Security and Cooperation
in Europe (OSCE).
· Thirdly, Ukraine’s relations with the
International Monetary Fund (IMF) are frozen at a time when Ukraine’s financial situation is deteriorating, as seen on March 15
when the S&P downgraded Ukraine’s credit
outlook to “negative.” This year Ukraine has
to cover or rollover $6 billion in external
and $3 billion in domestic debt obligations.
Mr. Yanukovych cannot fulfill the EU’s
demand and release Ms. Tymoshenko as he
then would likely be criminally charged
and the Party of Regions would lose this
year’s elections. Although Ukraine loses out
from its frozen integration into the EU this
is of less strategic importance to the
Yanukovych administration than maintaining a monopoly of power coupled with its
ability to continue travelling, working and
playing in the EU. Ukraine’s elites have long
been integrated into Europe and do not
care if they deny this possibility to their
Ukrainian citizens.
The article above is reprinted from
Eurasia Daily Monitor with permission from
its publisher, the Jamestown Foundation,
www.jamestown.org.

into its ranks at the biennial meeting. When
one first steps into the UBC, he is granted
the status of “candidate for membership.”
For a period of two years, the candidate
must meet artistic requirements set forth
by the UBC’s Artistic Council. Once a candidate has met the requirements, he can be
elevated to active member status by a
majority vote amongst active members.
The UBC class of 2012 includes: Vasyl
Grabovyy of Syracuse, N.Y., Stepan Szyszka
of Burke, Va., Alexander Katreczko of New
York, Peter Wroblewski of Detroit and
Julian Hayda of Chicago.
The UBC will soon be announcing its
concert plans for 2012 under the direction
of Maestro Mahlay. For the latest news and
more information, readers may visit www.
bandura.org.

ПЛЕМ'Я ПЛАСТУНОК „ПЕРШІ СТЕЖІ“
влаштовує

„ДЕННИЙ ТАБІР ПТАШАТ ПРИ ПЛАСТІ“

для дітей від 4 до 6 років, які володіють (розуміють і розмовляють
українською мовою)
• Дитина мусить мати закінчених 4 роки життя до 31 серпня 2012 р.
Вийнятків немає. • Дитина мусить мати усі приписані щеплення.
• Дитина, яка склала Заяву Вступу до новацтва, не може брати участи в таборaх
для пташат.
Табір відбудеться на Союзівці у двох групах:
від неділі 24 червня до суботи 30 червня та від
неділі 1 липня до суботи 7 липня 2012 р.
У справі кімнат порозуміватися прямо з Адміністрацією Союзівки.
SOYUZIVKA, P. O. Box 529, 216 Foordmore Road, Kerhonkson, NY 12446
(845) 626-5641; www. Soyuzivka.com; Fax: 845-626-4638

• Tаборова оплата: $110.00 ($20.00 незворотні); оплата за два тижні 210.00 дол.
• Зголошення і таборову оплату (чек виписаний на Plast – Pershi Stezhi) надсилати
до: Mrs. Oresta Fedyniak, 2626 W. Walton Ave., Chicago, IL 60622
Tel.: 773 486-0394 (від 8:00 до 10:00 ранку)

• Реченець зголошень: 10 травня 2012 р. • Число учасників обмежене.
• Додаткова оплата за спізнені зголошення 20.00 дол. (якщо є місце в таборі).
КАРТА ЗГОЛОШЕННЯ НА ТАБІР ПТАШАТ-2012

Ім’я і прізвище дитини ....................................................................................................................
по-українськи і по-англійськи
Дата народження ...............................................................................................................................
Адреса ....................................................................................................................................................
Телефон .................................................... E-mail ..............................................................................
Просимо залучити посвідку дати народження дітей, що вписуєтe на табір
перший раз
☐ від 24 червня до 30 червня 2012 р.
☐ від 1 до 7 липня 2012 р.
Величина таборової сорочинки дитини:
☐ 6-8,
☐10-12, ☐14-16.
☐ Залучую чек на суму $..............
☐ Резервую кімнату на Союзівці
................................................................................................................................................................
ім’я і прізвище матері (подати дівоче прізвище)
Завваги ................................................................................................................................................
................................................................................................................................................................
................................................................................................................................................................
.................................................................................................................Підпис батька або матері
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Christian denominations that are members
of the All-Ukrainian Council of Churches.
These are authoritative people, well-known,
backed by millions of people,” the lawmaker
emphasized. He noted that “the clergymen
are throwing a lifeline to the president so
that he could save the country’s image by
releasing Ms. Tymoshenko from prison.”
The letter to the president was signed by
Patriarch Filaret of the Ukrainian Orthodox
Church – Kyiv Patriarchate, Metropolitan
Mefodiy of the Ukrainian Autocephalous
Orthodox Church, Patriarch Sviatoslav
Shevchuk of the Ukrainian Greek-Catholic
Church, Vicar General Markian Trofimjak of
the Conference of Roman Catholic Bishops
in Ukraine, Vyacheslav Nesteruk of the AllUkrainian Union of Churches of Evangelical
Christian Baptists and Senior Bishop Leonid
Padun of the All-Ukrainian Union of
Pentecostal Churches of Evangelical Faith.
(Ukrinform)
Gryshchenko on Association Agreement

KYIV – Ukrainian Foreign Affairs
Minister Kostyantyn Gryshchenko said that
Ukraine does not understand the logic of

additional conditions in the process of
signing an association agreement with the
European Union. “What kind of country
will we be if we start implementing everything what someone from abroad tells us?
Therefore, we believe it is rather important
and beneficial for both parties to sign the
association agreement with the EU without
additional conditions,” he said in an interview with the Spanish newspaper El Pais,
according to the Ukrainian Foreign Affairs
Ministry’s information policy department.
The MFA reported on March 31 that Mr.
Gryshchenko also said Ukraine was facing
double standards. “The former Icelandic
prime minister is now on trial on charges
of the ineffective management of the country during the financial crisis, and nobody
in the EU says anything on this issue.
[Former Ukrainian Prime Minister] Yulia
Tymoshenko was convicted for abuse of
office in the signing of gas contracts with
Russia that cost Ukraine billions [of dollars] of unjustified losses, and European
politicians are indignant about this,” he
said. Mr. Gryshchenko said that the
Ukrainian judicial system and laws on
criminal procedure largely did not meet
the highest European standards and are
currently undergoing a process of reform,
but current laws and court decisions must
be respected and observed. He said that

TO PLACE YOUR AD CALL WALTER HONCHARYK (973) 292-9800 x3040
or e-mail adukr@optonline.net
SERVICES

PROFESSIONALS

HELP WANTED
CDL – Team Drivers Needed
from the Detroit Metro area to drive dedicated run from MI to TX. Pay $1000.00
or more per week with minimum one day
stay at home. Please leave message at
248-495-8508.

versation, according to his press service.
Mr. Yanukovych invited President
Komorowski to the Summit of Heads of
States of Central Europe to be held on May
12 in Yalta. The Ukrainian president also
invited international observers from
Poland and other European countries to
monitor the parliamentary elections in
Ukraine this autumn. The telephone call
between the two presidents was held on
the initiative of Poland, the press service
added. (Interfax-Ukraine)

Ms. Tymoshenko has the right to file a lawsuit with the European Court of Human
Rights, the rulings of which Ukraine recognizes in accordance with its international
obligations. (Interfax-Ukraine)
Presidents hail initialing of agreement

KYIV – The presidents of Ukraine and
Poland have hailed the initialing of the
Association Agreement between Ukraine
and the European Union, the press service
of President Viktor Yanukovych reported.
The Ukrainian president spoke over the
phone with his Polish counterpart,
Bronislaw Komorowski, on March 30. The
presidents said the agreement’s initialing is
an important landmark of the five-year
process of drawing up the document,
which is unique in content and important
for the two sides. “I highly appreciate that
we jointly reached the phase of initialing
and that Poland supported us on this way,”
Mr. Yanukovych said during the phone con-

Vitali Klitschko to get democracy prize

KYIV – Ukrainian boxer and politician
Vitali Klitschko has become this year’s winner of the international prize of the
German and Polish border cities of
Goerlitz/Zgorzelec (Internationaler
Breuckepreis der Europastadt Goerlitz/
Zgorzelec). He is being honored for his con(Continued on page 15)

Roundtable...

(Continued from page 1)

to achieve democracy and full nationhood.”
Minister Tabachnyk has proposed laws
undermining the Bologna Agreement and
has used selective funding to exert government control of the country’s universities.
He has withheld grants and imposed other
economic hardships, singling out the
National University of Kyiv Mohyla Academy,
the nation’s oldest and most reform-minded
university for particularly harsh treatment.
“Democracy in Ukraine is only two
decades old and the danger of a return to
authoritarian rule is real,” stated Mr.
Tarasyuk. “Intimidating the nation’s cradle of
future leadership for political aims is an
attack not just on academic freedom, but
also on Ukraine’s democratic future.”
A diverse audience representing all generations filled the hall at the Ukrainian Institute
of Modern Art (UIMA), where the roundtable
was held. Dr. Oles Strilchuk, president of
UCCA-Illinois, and Dr. Paul Nadzikewycz,
chairman of the UIMA, greeted the distinguished speakers and audience. The Heritage
Foundation of First Security Federal Savings
Bank and Selfreliance Ukrainian American
Federal Credit Union were instrumental in
supporting the community event.
The presentations and lively discussions
included issues at the core of Ukraine’s current problems, such as integration with the
European Union, the dangers of growing
centralization of governmental power, the
upcoming parliamentary elections and challenges to the opposition, persecution and
imprisonment of political opponents, the
economic and political impact of current
Ukrainian policies on U.S.-Ukraine relations,
the role of education in sustaining independence, the building of a civil society, prepara-

tion of a new generation of leaders, and
transformation of society through education.
As education has become the global currency of the 21st century, the foundation’s
board of directors encouraged support of
the National University of Kyiv Mohyla
Academy in its role as leader in educational
reform. The university continues to expand
its mission and programs to provide the
best education in keeping with international academic standards. The foundation
encouraged donors to build a significant
endowment fund and ensure the future of
the university’s autonomy and mission.
Nation-building requires a population
that possesses knowledge, skills and access
to global information to be competitive.
The outcome will depend on the education
the nation will provide to its citizens, the
Kyiv Mohyla Foundation emphasized.
The National University of Kyiv Mohyla
Academy, founded in 1615, is the oldest
institution of higher learning in Eastern
Europe. Throughout its history, it has provided Ukraine with leaders in every sphere
of endeavor, including politics, military, literature, philosophy, music and art. It currently
grants degrees, including the country’s first
Ph.D. It offers programs in key fields such as
journalism, social work, political science,
business, sociology, public health and a variety of programs and institutes.
The mission of the Kyiv Mohyla
Foundation of America is to support the
National University of Kyiv Mohyla Academy
through volunteer engagement and philanthropic support to reach excellence in education and innovative research, to help students
and faculty achieve personal and intellectual
growth, and to contribute to Ukraine’s democratic reform through education with a focus
on the rule of law, sustained economic
growth and academic collaboration with
academic, business and civic institutions
within the global community of nations.
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tributions to the development of a democratic movement in Ukraine, the organizing
committee said in a statement on April 4.
“Mr. Klitschko is one of those famous people who builds bridges in Europe,” the
international jury emphasized. The organizing committee of the Polish-German

Turning...

(Continued from page 6)

Andreas Umland, a political analyst,
commenting on the March 11, 2010, move
by the Yanukovych government and the
majority coalition’s formation, said, “The
idea that a large group of MPs could be
purposefully drawn from one party to
another in order to effectively cancel election results is so absurd that it has received

Thomas O. Melia
(Continued from page 5)

and economic development go hand in
hand. And our best and most effective partners are countries that adhere to the rule of
law, that have open political systems, free
media and open markets that allow all people to prosper.
There is also an explicitly political agenda in our work in recent years to build a
strategic partnership. The bilateral charter
we signed in 2008 demonstrates the
importance we attach to Ukraine and is
based on our shared interests and common
goals. These include protecting Ukraine’s
security and territorial integrity and supporting innovation and technological
advances. Importantly, the charter also
places a high priority on strengthening the
rule of law and advancing human rights,
democracy, economic freedom, freedom of
the media, eradicating corruption and on
promoting tolerance.
The fact that the charter has endured –
even after changes in administrations in
both our governments since early 2008 – is
testimony to the enduring nature of our
partnership and friendship.
A key component of the Strategic
Partnership Commission is the Political
Dialogue/Rule of Law Working Group,
which brings together not only American
and Ukrainian officials, but also welcomes
input from civil society and non-governmental representatives from both countries. To date our working group – which I
co-chair together with a senior Ukrainian
counterpart – has met five times in Kyiv
and Washington since 2009.
Over that same period, we’ve also had a
significant number of other meetings with
Ukrainian officials to discuss our relationship and goals in Washington and Kyiv, and
during OSCE multilateral events in Astana,
Warsaw and Vilnius. These engagements
matter and have produced results. …
I’ve been delighted to visit Ukraine three
times – not just Kyiv but also Sevastopol
and Symferopol – since I started at the
State Department 19 months ago. My most
recent trip was in July last year. That’s more
visits than I’ve made to any other country
that falls within my portfolio.
I have enjoyed these visits and the openness of Ukrainians with whom I met – from
senior officials to civil society and labor
activists, journalists and rank-and-file
members of NGOs. We’ve had honest, substantive and thoughtful discussions about
the challenges, problems and opportunities
confronting Ukraine and that have an
impact on our bilateral partnership.
When I and other U.S. officials speak to

prize noted that Mr. Klitschko is a “man
with a big heart,” who helps children and
young people in different countries, for
example, in Namibia, Romania and Brazil.
The awards ceremony is scheduled for
October in Goerlitz, Germany. The
Breuckepreis Award was founded in 1993
and is awarded annually to famous people
who actively advocate for freedom and
democracy and promote mutual understanding in Europe. Mr. Klitschko is the first
athlete to receive this award. (Ukrinform)
little attention from constitutional engineers, and political comparativists, in
Western states. Should such a consequential change in the political allegiance of
numerous deputies happen, the violation
of the voters’ will would be so flagrant that
it appears a waste of time to seriously consider such a strange and hypothetical case.”
Source: “Constitutional Court ruling OKs
controversial formation of coalition,” by
Zenon Zawada, The Ukrainian Weekly, April
11, 2010.

our Ukrainian counterparts – as Secretary
[of State Hillary] Clinton did recently in her
meeting with President [Viktor]
Yanukovych in Munich, and Assistant
Secretary for Europe Philip Gordon did in
Kyiv early last month – we do not shy away
from clearly and frankly expressing our
concerns about the current setbacks to the
rule of law and democratic development,
and the obstacles this poses to strengthening our partnership.
We have voiced our concerns about
selective, politically motivated prosecutions on multiple occasions, including the
prosecution and conviction of former
Prime Minister Yulia Tymoshenko, and
most recently, the conviction and sentencing of former Interior [Internal Affairs]
Minister Yurii Lutsenko. Altogether, 13 former senior officials from Tymoshenko’s
government – including four Cabinet ministers, five deputy ministers, two agency
heads, one governor and the head of the
state gas monopoly – have been charged.
And we raise them all.
Let me be clear about our interests in
these cases. By calling attention to them, we
are not expressing a preference for a political party or individual, but our serious concern over due process and fairness. As we
state in our annual Country Report on
Human Rights Practices in Ukraine: “The
Constitution provides for an independent
judiciary; however, in practice the judiciary
remains subject to political pressure and
lacks public confidence. In certain cases, the
outcome of trials appeared predetermined.”
Politically motivated trials not only
deprive citizens of potential political candidates, and thus weaken the political process, but also contribute to mistrust in the
integrity of the judicial system, the linchpin
of a modern economic system.
2012 is a year of decision for Ukraine.
The people of Ukraine face important decisions about their future. As friends and
partners, we in the U.S. government remain
committed to working with the government
and people of Ukraine to fulfill their longstated goals to expand and protect its
democracy, in part because this is who we
are as a nation – but also because we
believe it is fundamental to Ukraine’s longterm stability and economic development.
The United States welcomes the
Yanukovych administration’s stated commitments to pursue political and economic
reforms, its pledge that Ukraine’s parliamentary elections this fall will showcase
Ukraine’s democratic bona fides, and the
government’s initiatives to strengthen civil
society. As Secretary Clinton has said “civil
society is the lifeblood of democratic politics.” We continue to believe that progress
in these areas is in the best interest of the
Ukrainian people. …
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Peter Van Loan
(Continued from page 5)

Tymoshenko trial have not shown signs of
impovement. Just a couple of weeks ago,
we saw another apparently politically motivated and arbitrary conviction – that of former Interior [Internal Affairs] Minister
Yurii Lutsenko. Last month, I can tell you,
as part of our engagement on Ukraine,
Canada’s intervention paved the way for
three Canadian doctors to conduct an independent medical assessment of Ms.
Tymoshenko.
Ms. Tymoshenko’s health and treatment
should remain a primary focus of all
involved, but the Tymoshenko and
Lutsenko situations represent a troubling
trend. So, perhaps it is fitting that the
theme of the conference that you are participating in tonight and tomorrow should
be called “Ukraine at the Crossroads.” With
elections later this year, Ukraine really is at
a crossroads. We have seen earlier this
week, in Russia, the jailing of opponents,
the stifling of the press, “carousel voting”;
in fact, one-third of all stations in the
Russian elections have experienced irregularities in voting according to reports
issued by the Organization for Security and
Cooperation in Europe (OSCE). In essence,
Vladimir Putin took careful note of the
Orange Revolution; he determined that it
was not a model that should be exported to
Russia. And now his anti-Orange
Revolution playbook is being exported to
Ukraine.
With a large Ukrainian Canadian community in which many of you are leaders,
we have the ability and the resources to
support the Ukrainian people – to reach
out to them and back their efforts. I personally believe that it is the people-to-people
ties that we can use to make the most effec-

tive difference. Judging from successful
experiences, these ties are perhaps the
optimal way to encourage Ukraine on the
path to mature democracy.
Further, when I was Minister of
International Trade in 2010, I was pleased
to announce the start of negotiations
toward a [Canada-Ukraine] free trade
agreement. Progress toward such an agreement has not been as rapid under the current regime or not as rapid as we certainly
hoped it would be – and certainly not as
rapid as it was under the previous administration. But we will continue to move forward carefully in a fashion that will
enhance freedom and economic opportunity for capable individuals in both countries;
at the end of the day, we believe that
strengthening ties and building engagements remain critical.
Another thing we know is that, in the
Orange Revolution, young Ukrainians were
at the forefront – and young Ukrainians
continue to be a key to determining the
future of their country. Canada is seeking to
support this in many ways, including
through the Ukrainian Canadian
Parliamentary Program, where young
Ukrainians come here and get to learn how
a democratic system works and the value
of our rule of law. And, of course, our Youth
Mobility Program does much the same –
teaches what it means to live in a stable
modern democracy – as do a number of
other efforts we have.
Finally, we are committed to supporting
the community’s own ongoing efforts to
enhance democratic development in
Ukraine. This was demonstrated by Prime
Minister Harper when he accepted the
Shevchenko Award from the Ukrainian
Canadian Congress last year; at the time, he
pledged that Canada will support Ukraine
“whenever it moves towards freedom,
democracy and justice.” …

On the Thirtieth Anniversary
Of the Departure
to Eternal Rest
of Our Dearest
Husband, Tato and Didus

Constantine V. Warvariv
November 4, 1924 – April 6, 1982
(died at 58)

US Department of State; Foreign Service Officer
Panakhyda will be offered for the repose of His Soul at these
Ukrainian Orthodox Churches:
- St. Andrew Ukrainian Orthodox Cathedral of Washington DC
- St. Andrew Ukrainian Orthodox Church of Boston, MA
- St. Volodymyr Cathedral of Kyiv

May His Memory Be Eternal!
Wife
Daughters

Sister
Brother
Granddaughters

Olena Warvariv
Victoria Varvariv-Markowicz
with husband John
Iryna Warvariv-Priester with husband Richard
Sofia Krawec with husband Filahoniy
Dr. Eugene Warvariv with wife Tamara
Anya, Taisa and Maryna

“Stronger than death is love!”
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“Khamokratiya”...
(Continued from page 4)
Minister of Social Policy
Sergey Tigipko

“In order for the head of state to fulfill
his functions adequately, whether we want
certain things or not, we’re supposed to
spend on some things,” Sergey Tigipko said
on January 28 when asked about the 2011
rental of Mr. Yanukovych’s $1 million luxury helicopter at the state’s expense. “You
won’t find any president in Europe that
doesn’t have his own plane, residence and
so forth,” he said.
Mr. Yanukovych also rents a Falcon 900
luxury jet at $1 million per year. Both aircraft rentals are paid for with taxpayer dollars – at as much as five times the market
price – to an offshore company controlled
by a close associate of the Yanukovych family, Pavlo Lytovchenko, a Kyiv Oblast
Council deputy who has a power of attorney agreement with Viktor Yanukovych Jr.,
Ukrayinska Pravda reported.
National deputies of the PRU, CPU

Most of the national deputies of the
Party of the Regions of Ukraine (PRU) and
the Communist Party of Ukraine (CPU)
don’t sing the Ukrainian national anthem
when it’s played in Ukraine’s Parliament.
A reporter of the Channel 5 TV network
inquired on January 15 whether they even
know the words, getting some interesting
responses.
Yevgeny Tsarkov, a CPU national deputy,
said he can’t remember the national
anthem of Ukraine because its words and
music evoke sadness. “It’s a pessimistic
hymn,” he said. “It’s very difficult to get up
every morning with the question mark of
whether Ukraine has died yet.”
Vladimir Makeyenko, a PRU national

deputy, said the national anthem has “difficult words. If it had easier words, then
everyone would know the anthem.”
Elena Bondarenko, also a PRU, tried
reciting the anthem for the reporter but
couldn’t make it past the third line. But she
did better than Viktor Yanukovych Jr., who
dodged the question with the words, “Of
course. Certainly,” as he sped away.
Foreign Affairs Ministry Spokesman
Oleh Voloshyn

Mr. Voloshyn served as the lead attacker
in the smear campaign against the three
Canadian doctors of Ukrainian descent
who examined former Prime Minister
Tymoshenko on February 16.
In an emotionally tinged statement that
day, the Foreign Affairs Ministry noted the
“exceptional responsibility with which our
German partners approached this matter,
appointing to the commission well-known
core experts with unquestionable reputations and professorial degrees.”
He added, “Such specialists were
appointed to the commission by the
Ministry of Health Defense as well. Instead,
the Canadian part of the commission was
formed by the initiative of the Ukrainian
community in this country and as a result,
it was organized on the count of two family
doctors and a gynecologist. We hope the
difference in qualifications of the commission members from the three countries
doesn’t create obstacles in determining
Tymoshenko’s diagnosis and providing
optimal treatment for her.”
President Viktor Yanukovych

“In order to work at the level that I work
at, it’s necessary to be healthy. To be
healthy, a certain lifestyle is needed – eating less and moving more. I do all this. If
someone is jealous of me, then I say they’re
right in being so. Let them try to live this
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Summer is approaching.

It’s time to make reservations for Seniors’ Week at Soyuzivka!

Sunday, June 10 – Friday, June 15, 2012

Registration beginning Sunday 4:00 pm
at SOYUZIVKA Heritage Center!
All inclusive 5 nights - meals beginning with breakfast Monday,
banquet Thursday, lunch Friday, taxes/gratuities included - entertainment
and special guest speakers throughout the week.
UNA Members
NON UNA Members
UNA Members
NON UNA Members

– SINGLE OCCUPANCY
– SINGLE OCCUPANCY
– 1 night
– 1 night

$ 485
$ 535
$ 130
$ 135

– DOUBLE $ 415 pp.
– DOUBLE $ 430 pp.
– DOUBLE $ 107 pp.
– DOUBLE $ 115 pp.

BANQUET ONLY, Thursday, June 14, 2012 $45 pp.
For more information call Oksana Trytjak Tel: 973 292-9800 x 3071

SENIORS’ WEEK IS FUN – AFFORDABLE – AND INTERESTING.
BRING YOUR FRIENDS. WE WELCOME NEW GUESTS!
Make your reservations! Call SOYUZIVKA, tel: 845 626-5641
Remember to bring your embroidered blouse/shirt (vyshyvanky)
for the banquet, and, if possible, bring items for the auction!
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way,” Mr. Yanukovych told journalists on
February 24 on the second anniversary of
his inauguration.
On February 25, regarding the imprisonment of former Prime M inister
Tymoshenko, the president told the First
National television network, “I didn’t
expect the tumult to start from any country
in Europe or the U.S. I didn’t expect that
someone would give us orders.” He later
added, “Never in my life did I act towards
my opponents not seriously. I learned, as
they say, to approach these relations with
love.”
“We won the elections in 2004. It’s a lie
that was spread about some falsifications.
That was a lie. We went through the courts,
which didn’t find significant violations,” Mr.
Yanukovych told journalists on February
24. He later added that he’s “not ashamed
to look people in the eyes. And I will look at
people in the eyes before these elections.”
Khamokratiya in deed

• Nemyrov City Council Chair Oleksander
Kachur hit a law enforcement agent with
his car on January 23 near the Vinnytsia
train station and drove away. He denied his
involvement in the incident four days later,
yet his participation in the hit-and-run was
eventually confirmed by law enforcement
authorities. On February 6, the Vinnytsia
Oblast Prosecutor’s Office announced it
wouldn’t press criminal charges against Mr.
Kachur “because of an absence of signs of a
crime in his actions.”
• Zalissia State Residence Director Viktor
Kaminetskyi on February 28 attacked
Dmytro Hnap, a reporter with the TVi television network, and his cameraman Kyrylo
Shapar, in a failed attempt to confiscate their
video camera. The outburst was prompted
by Mr. Hnap’s attempt to ask him why the
Zalissia state residency had yet to be converted to a state national park, as stipulated

Class
Last Name
72 BAJKO
72 BARON
72 BLASZKOW
72 BODNAR
72 CZOPYK
72 CZYZOWYCZ
72 DANCZUK
72 DUCH
72 FEDIUK
72 HUMENTSKYJ
72 KAWCZAK
72 KLOS
72 KOWAL
72 KRAINYK
72 KULYNYCZ
72 LANIK
72 MARKO
72 OSTAFIJCZUK
72 PERTYK
72 ROMANEC
72 SAWCZYNEC
72 SHECHOWYCH
72 SZUBLAK
72 YAKUBOWSKY
73 ANDRUSYSHYN
73 BODNAR
73 BORODICH
73 CZARTORYSKY
73 CZYZOWYCZ
73 JARUCH
73 JARUCH
73 KLEPACH
73 KOWALIWWSKY
73 LAWRO
73 MULROY
73 OLIJNYK
73 PELECH
73 PICH
73 POSIWNYCZ
73 PUZYK-MAKOHON
73 ROMANSKI-MOHYLA
73 RUDNYCKYJ
73 SKRYPEC
73 SZCZERBA
73 SZUBIAK
73 TSCHARSKY
73 ZAJAC
73 ZWARYCZUK
73 ZYHAILO
74 BABIAK
74 BARAN
74 BOBAK
74 BODNARCZYK
74 CHERNIAWSKY
74 CZYZYK
74 DEMENTIUK
74 GAJDYCZ
74 GLEMBOCKI
74 HANCHUK
74 HARAYDA
74 HAZY
74 KLEPACH
74 LUCHANKO
74 MENDEZ
74 PALKA

Frist Name
DARIA
JOHN
MARIA
JOHN
ROMAN
TARAS
NADIA
PETER
ANDRIY
PETER
DOROTHY
MYRON
LYDIA
OLEH
JOSEPH
CHRISTINE
BOHDAN
CATHERINE
ROMAN
IRENE
NICHOLAS
VERA
MICHAEL
ROMAN
GEORGE
MICHAEL
DIANE
BOHDAN
KSENIA
OLHA
WOLODYMYR
MARIA
GEORGE
SVYATOSLAV
JOHN
JAROSLAW
OKSANA
ELIZABETH
ALICE
STEVEN
OLGA
IRENE
LUBA
EUGENIA
ANDREW
PAVLO
MARIA
WILLIAM
JOHN
MARY
ANNA
LARISA
MYROSLAWA
TARAS
ROMA
ROMAN
LESIA
JAROSLAW
IRENE
WALTER
WILLIAM
JOSEPH
OKSANA
FELIX
STEFAN

Class
Last Name
74 QUIONES
74 RYNCZAK
74 SALAK
74 SCHUMYLOWYCH
74 WYNNYK
75 ARMELI
75 CHERNIAWSKY
75 HAYOWY
75 KOPCZA
75 KOSHAK
75 MARCINKOWSKI
75 MASLOWYCH
75 MILICZENKO
75 MOHYLA
75 MULLARKEY
75 PEDRENA
75 PETRANIUK
75 RODULOVIC
75 SEMCIEW
75 SEREDA
75 WESELOWSKYJ
75 WOROBEL-shawchuk
75 WOYTKIW
76 BEZKO
76 FEDCZUK
76 HANYCZ
76 KOCHANIWSKY
76 KRAJNYK
76 MATWIJIW
76 MILICZENKO
76 PYTLAR
76 STEPANKIW
76 SZCZERBA
76 WAMDIAK
76 ZURAK
77 BURICH
77 FILEWICZ
77 LEBEDOWICZ
77 MATLAK
77 MONASTERSKYJ
77 POSIWNYCZ
77 PUZYK
77 ROMANSKI
77 SAMOCHVAL
77 SAWKA
77 SEMENIUK
77 SEMUSCHAK
77 SZUL
77 ZAZULKEWYCZ
78 FILIPOW-Rimarenko
78 JARYMOWYCZ-Windels
78 KUROWYCKYJ
78 MYCHAJLIW
78 NADOLSKY
78 PIDHORODECKY
78 SHUMYLOWYCH
78 TKACZYK
78 WESOLOWSKY
78 WOSZCZAK
78 ZEYER
79 OSTROWSKY
79 STRUTYNSKY
79 SZUL
79 WESOLOWSKY
79 WOROBEL

Frist Name
WILBER
MICHAEL
KATHERINE
VERA
ANDREW
DONNALYNN
AUDREY
DEBBIE
JOANNA
WILLIAM
LYDIA
ALEXANDRA
JOHN
STEVEN
ANNA
ANNABELLE
LUCIA
JOHN
LUBA
MARIA
IRENE
MARIA
WALTER
MARIANNA
BOHDAN
IHOR
PAUL
BOHDAN
ANNA
LUBA
VERA
IRENE
MARY
MARY
OKSANA
SENKA
BOHDAN
DIANE
MARY
JULIE
ANNE
ZENOVIA
LYDIA
EUGENIA
HANNA
IHOR
LYDIA
CHRISTINE
ORYSIA
HELEN
MARY
OKSANA
OKSANA
BOHDAN
ALEXANDER
WASYL
PATRICA
HELEN
DANIEL
JAMES
OLEH
OREST
ROMAN
NATALIE
OLGA

by a decree issued by former President
Viktor Yushchenko in December 2009.
Instead, President Yanukovych has
turned the 100,000-acre Zalissia into an
exclusive compound, where he indulges in
hunting deer, wolves and wild boars amidst
its pristine forestland. Mr. Yanukovych has
hosted private parties at the residence,
which is patrolled by dozens of guards who
fine and allegedly beat anyone entering the
territory that was open to the public before
his presidency.
Two weeks later, a police spokesman
claimed that it was Mr. Hnap who assaulted
Mr. Kaminetskyi and put him in a hospital,
contradicting the video evidence.
• Odesa City Council Chair Aleksei
Kostusiev on March 1 kicked several journalists off an airplane because their reporting didn’t meet his fancy.
The evicted journalists, including a 1+1
TV news crew, were detained by airport
security for two and half hours until the
plane reached its destination in Georgia.
The journalists were forced to submit
statements to the airport security chief
explaining what motivated them to decline
the flight.
• State security officers on February 29
tried to force a TV news crew in Zhytomyr
to erase its video footage of Verkhovna
Rada Chair Volodymyr Lytvyn’s motorcade
arriving at the state oblast administration
building and Mr. Lytvyn exiting from his
car, reported the First Zhytomyrskyi TV
network. Security personnel claimed the
secret nature of their work forbids recording state officials in public.
• President Yanukovych has reportedly
built a helipad, most likely atop the ruins of
a monastery destroyed by the Soviets, on
the territory of the Mezhyhiria estate that
he allegedly stole from state property, the
Ukrayinska Pravda news website reported
on March 7.

Class
Last Name
80 CARAGAY
80 CHAWALKO
80 GRABAS
80 HAYOWY
80 JACYNICZ
80 KOBASA
80 LAWRO
80 MASLOWYCZ
80 OSTROWSKY
80 POLISCHUK
80 PRIMA
80 SKOMSKY
80 STRUGATSKY
80 TENIUCH
80 WOJCICKYJ
80 YURKOWSKI
81 ABREU
81 CARAGAY
81 DOLAK
81 DROHOBYCKY
81 DUSHAJ
81 FACCIUTO
81 FEDORIW
81 KOLOSIEJ-GARCIA
81 KUSHNER
81 KUZAN
81 POGGI
81 PORYTKO
81 PUZIJENKO
81 SAMKO
81 SEMCIW
81 SZABUNKA
81 SZUL
81 VAGOVIC
81 VASHKIV
81 WESOLOWSKY
82 CARAGAY
82 JANGARTHIS
82 MCLAUGHLIN
82 OMIRSKA
82 OPIEKA
82 WARCHOLA
83 CZYZO
83 DOLOZYCKA
83 HAYDA
83 JASICZEK
83 KOMBEL
83 KOMBEL
83 LEE LAPINEL
83 LITWIN
83 MYCHAJLUK
83 O'BRIEN
83 OLENSKYJ
83 OLSZEWSKA
83 OTREBSKA
83 PEVNY
83 ROTHENBERG
83 SAMOCHVAL
83 SAWCZYNEC
83 SZUL
84 DICKY
84 DROHOBYCKY
84 DUSANIWSKY
84 GLEMBOCKI
84 HAJDECKA
84 KUZAN

Frist Name Class
Last Name
NOEL
84 LITWIN
JOHN
84 MACIOPA
STEFAN
84 MALOY
DONNA
84 ROTHERNBERG
RENATA
84 SFERLAZZA
ASKOLD
84 TOTH
WASYL
84 TURKOSZ
Mark
85 ARANCIO
HALYNA
85 BURIAK
PAUL
85 CARCIELLO
MARIA
85 CHLEBEK
MARIKA
85 DMYTERKO
AL
85 DUSHAJ
ANNA
85 GARDER
STEFAN
85 KSIAZKIEWICZ
KATHY
85 LADA
YVETTE
85 LAFUCI
MARIA LIZA
85 OMELJANIUK
STEFANIE
85 ROSADO
MARIA
85 SALEK
ANNA
85 SZUL
DEBRA
85 TSCHOPP
MARIKA
85 YAREMA
DARIA
85 ZAORSKI
MICHAEL
86 BELMONTE
JOHN
86 BRODMAN
JEANINE
86 CHARRON
TANIA
86 CORTESE
HELEN
86 GORCZYCA
LESIA
86 KAMYCKI
NICK
86 KISIOLEK
JERRY
86 LEWIS GORMAN
IRENE
86 MALYNOWSKY
MARY
86 MCDERMOTT
MARTA
86 MCMAHON
MICHAEL
86 MONTENEGRO
RAUL
86 PAWLUK
DEAN
86 PIASCIK
PAMELA
86 RESZITNYK
ANIA
86 SIMOES
STEVEN
86 STERK
KRYSTYNA
86 TIAMSIC
MARIA
86 URENA
CHRISTINE
86 WARCHOLA
JOE
86 WESELOWSKY
DERRICK
86 ZELENY
ADAM
87 AMATUCCI
MIREK
87 BENNETT
JENNIFER
87 CHAMULAK
NATALIA
87 CHUYKO
OLIA
87 COURT
BRENDA
87 IGNACIUK
ANDRIJ
87 ILECZKO
AGNIESZKA
87 KRAJNYK
BEATA
87 KRAWIEC
LARYSA
87 LUCYK
JAMES
87 MALYNOVSKY
TAMARA
87 MCMANUS
MARYANN
87 NABOKA
DARKA
87 PODEDWORNY
HALIA
87 RENIEWICH
STEPHAN
87 SOBCZYK
OLECH
87 STASZEWSKI
GEORGE
87 SZCZESNIAK
ANNA
87 SZYBISTY
NATALIE
87 TYCZKOWSKY

Frist Name
OKSANS
MICHAEL
LINDA
BARBARA
DEBORAH
JOHN
MARGARET
CHRIS
ANNA
ANDREA
ADAM
OLEH
MARIA
PAUL
JANINA
JOHN
LILLIAN
JACEK
CHRISTOPHER
PAUL
OREST
KAROLINE
PAUL
DESIREE
FRANK
KEITH
AURORA
PATRICIA
MAGGIE
THERESA
MALGORZATA
MARY BETH
OLGA
MATTHEW
MATTHEW
JEFFREY
ROMANA
MARIA
SONYA
JOHN
LEAH
MARY GRACE
LOURDES
JURIJ
LUBA
KATHY
PHILLIP
JESSICA
ANNA
SUSAN
JOSEPH
SUSAN
LUBA
CHRISTINE
DIANE
PETRO
JAROLSAW
NEIL
JOHN
EDWARD
DAVID
MAREK
JACEK
DARIUS
BARBARA
ROMAN
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April 11
Centennial commemoration, “Renewing Our Oath,”
Round Lake Park, IL Plast Ukrainian Scouting Organization, Ukrainian
Youth Camping Organization property, 773-235-0505 or
azkolomayets@comcast.net
April 14
Baltimore, MD

Presentation by Marijka Chmilewska Ulanowicz, “Woman
in Exile – Life in Kazakhstan” by Ulana Starosolska,
Ukrainian National Women’s League of America – branch
59, St. Michael Ukrainian Catholic Church hall,
410-274-9407

April 15
Hillside, NJ

Easter egg hunt and Hahilky, Immaculate Conception
Ukrainian Catholic Church, 908-289-0127 or
www.byzcath.org/ImmaculateConception

April 16
Cambridge, MA

Lecture by Tatiana Zhurzhenko, “The Discreet Charm of
Borderlands: How Regional Elites in Ukraine Turn
Marginality into a Virtue,” Harvard University,
617-495-4053 or huri@fas.harvard.edu

April 17
Washington

Lecture by Patricia Kennedy Grimstead, “Icons from Kyiv
Museums Looted by Nazi Germany,” Shevchenko
Scientific Society, Embassy of Ukraine, 240-205-1889 or
ukrinfocentre@gmail.com

April 19
Cambridge, MA

Petryshyn Memorial Lecture in Ukrainian Studies by
Norman M. Naimark, Harvard University, 617-4954053

April 19
Hamilton, ON

Presentation by Robert Enright, “A Critic’s Perspective:
Kurelek, A Singular Artist Among Many,” Art Gallery of
Hamilton, www.artgalleryofhamilton.com or
905-527- 6610

April 20-28
Pottsville, PA

Art exhibit, “Etching a Lifestyle: The Life and Work of
Nicholas Bervinchak,” Schuylkill County Historical
Society, www.schuykillhistory.org

April 21
Hellertown, PA

Performance, Duquesne University Tamburitzans, Saucon
Valley High School, 877-826-6437 or
www.duq.edu/tamburitzans
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April 21
Pottsville, PA

Lecture by Mike Buryk, “Etching a Lifestyle: The Life and
Work of Nicholas Bervinchak,” Schuylkill County
Historical Society, www.schuykillhistory.org

April 22
Whippany, NJ

65th anniversary of Akcja Wisla commemorative program,
Ukrainian American Cultural Center of New Jersey,
973-585-7175

April 23
Cambridge, MA

Symposium, “Independent Ukraine 1991-2011: Change and
Continuity in Ukraine’s Foreign Policy,” Harvard
University, 617-495-4053 or huri@fas.harvard.edu

April 25-26
Washington

Ukrainian Days advocacy event, Ukrainian National
Information Service, 202-547-0018 or unis@ucca.org

April 26
New York

Presentation by Edward Kasinec, “Ukrainian Treasures
into Tractors: The Fate of the Kyivan Lavra’s Sacred Art,”
Columbia University, 212-854-4697 or
ma2634@columbia.edu

April 27
Chicago

Concert, “Unforgettable Kvitka,” Ukrainian National
Museum, 312-421-8020 or
info@ukrainiannationalmuseum.org

April 28
Yonkers, NY

Volleyball tournament, Ukrainian American Youth
Association – Yonkers branch, Yonkers High School,
914-844-3606 or Samuel.warycha@ey.com

April 28
Wild West Ukie Fest, featuring the Iskra Ukrainian Dance
North Phoenix, AZ Academy and the Vechirka Band, Ukrainian National
Women’s League of America, Embassy Suites,
chrystia@cox.net or 480-991-4656
April 28
Mississauga, ON

30th anniversary banquet, Mississauga Branch of the
Ukrainian Youth Association in Canada, Assumption
Ukrainian Catholic Church, 416-237-1833 or 905-502-5510

Entries in “Out and About” are listed free of charge. Priority is given to events
advertised in The Ukrainian Weekly. However, we also welcome submissions
from all our readers. Items will be published at the discretion of the editors
and as space allows. Please send e-mail to mdubas@ukrweekly.com.
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Seattle Plast members enjoy snowshoeing trek
by Marko Hnateyko

seattle – on March 4, the
older boys and girls of plast ukrainian scouting organization in
seattle (“yunaky” and “yunachky”)
set off on an all-day snowshoeing
hike that i organized. the 10 of us
who went all met up at my house;
the group included two adults and
eight yunatsvo. From there it was a
45-minute car ride up to snoqualmie pass to a ranger station adjacent
to the snoqualmie west ski resort.
we were all given snowshoes and
a talk about safety in the backcountry from ranger steve, who had
once been part of an american boy
scout group.
the weather was incredible.
we had just had a week’s worth
of heavy snow, resulting in a 15to 20-foot snowpack. perfect for
snowshoeing! on the day of our trek
into the woods, the sun was shining,
with the temperatures predicted to
get up to 50 degrees.
after a short walk on the highway
and up the pre-made snow stairs,
we were at the start of an all-day

Participants of the snowshoeing trek.

back-country hike in the central
cascades. ranger steve was very
helpful. throughout the walk he
told us about how old certain trees

were, taught us correct walking and
breathing techniques, and the noted
difference between the winter and
summer “10 essentials” of hiking.

at around noon we reached our
destination, nestled in a mountain
valley, surrounded by old-growth
spruce and hemlock, with a beautiful view of red Mountain. out came
sandwiches and snacks, along with
a camping stove on which we boiled
water for hot chocolate and apple
cider for everyone. once we all
finished our lunch, we started our
way down.
ranger steve, seeing that we
were a strong group, took us back
through unmarked territory. we all
got to make our own fresh tracks
before eventually getting back on
the trail and looping around to our
starting position.
From there it was just another
short walk on the highway back to
the ranger station. then another
45-minute ride back to my house,
where everyone got to go in the hot
tub to warm up and recall what a
great time we had!
Marko Hnateyko is a sophomore
at Sammamish High School in Bellevue, Wash.

Plast Syracuse: “We are small, but we are mighty!”
by Alexandra Christine Salenko

syracuse, n.y. – My brother
slavko and i make the weekly
175-mile roundtrip from binghamton, n.y., to syracuse for “ridna
shkola” and plast – but it is totally
worth it!

i have been a scout since 2003
and love being in plast ukrainian
scouting organization because i
enjoy earning the various merit
badges, learning about ukraine,
and learning about nature, too.
i especially enjoy summer plast
camps, where i can be with all of

Plast members in March during a talk titled “Go Ukraine: Euro-2012”:
(top row, from left): Adrian Temnycky, Alexandra Salenko, Adriana Buniak, Natalka Juravich, (bottow row) Christina Juravich, Ostap Juravich,
Slavko Salenko, Lesia Woytowycz and Chrystia Woytowycz.

my ukrainian friends from all over
the united states. we don’t see
each other for most of the year, yet
in the summer months we can easily
pick up where we left off and enjoy
our time together. these friendships
are so special, and the bonds will
probably last forever.

Most importantly to me, though,
is that plast gives me a chance to do
good for others in the community, and
this is a big part of our scout code.
plast syracuse had the chance to
help others due to a horrible flood
(Continued on page 19)

Participants of Plast’s October-November 2011 Binghamton Flood Relief
Community Service Project (from left): Kalyna Melnyk, Alexandra Salenko
and Ivanka Temnycky.
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UAYA hosts varenyky dinner in Whippany, N.J.
by Christina Bytz

one non-Ukrainian family enjoyed
a meatless Lenten meal together –
WHIPPANY, N.J. – The Ukraitheir annual tradition.
nian American Youth Association
This year, as in years past, Conbranch in Whippany, N.J., hosted a
gressman Rodney Frelinghuysen,
Varenyky Dinner at the Ukrainian
who is serving his ninth term as the
American Cultural Center of New
representative for New Jersey’s 11th
Jersey on Friday, March 9.
District, took time
Congressional
For the past five years, the
out of his busy day to sit down and
branch has hosted the Varenyky
break bread with his constituents.
Dinner on a Friday during Lent as
one of its most successful fundrais- In the 112th Congress, Rep. Frelinghuysen serves as New Jersey’s
ers. Over 300 people, both Ukraisenior member of the House Appronian and non-Ukrainian, enjoyed
priations Committee and on three
a sumptuous dinner consisting of
borscht, varenyky, dessert and cof- key appropriations subcommittees:
Energy and Water Development, of
fee. Many opted to purchase a few
which he is the chairman, Defense,
dozen varenyky to take home.
and Homeland Security. He repreThe Varenyky Dinner has besents 56 municipalities in the 11th
come a tradition of the Whippany
branch of the UAYA and most of the Congressional District, including all
attendees have stated that they look those in Morris County, as well as
communities in Sussex, Somerset,
forward to the dinner from year to
Passaic and Essex Counties. The
year. A few use this opportunity to
plan a “family reunion,” when they Congressman is a great friend of
Ukrainians in his district and has
get together with family members
been a supporter of Ukrainians for
whose busy lives make it difficult
many, many years.
to see each other and catch up on
Myron Bytz, head of the Whipfamily news.
pany branch of the UAYA, and his
The dinner began at 4:30 p.m.
to accommodate some of our senior wife, Christina, organizing chairperson of Whippany UAYA, presented
friends who have difficulty getRep. Frelinghuysen with a traditing out of the house in the dark.
tional pysanka and thanked him for
In some cases, four generations of

Christina Bytz

Congressman Rodney Frelinghuysen (right) and the head of the UAYA Whippany
branch, Myron Bytz (left), with young volunteers at the varenyky night.
his continuous support of Ukrainian
causes both in the U.S. and abroad.
Congressman Frelinghuysen chatted with many of the guests and
graciously posed for photos, after
dining on one of his favorite meals
– varenyky.
Many youths of the Whippany
branch eagerly participated in serving food, busing tables, washing
dishes, cleaning up and whatever
else was needed to contribute in
their own special way to the fund-

Mishanyna

Plast Syracuse...

This past year we went on a nature
walk and saw the diffeent birds,
(Continued from page 18)
plants and trees at Beaver Lake
Nature Center in Baldwinsville,
in my hometown of Binghamton.
N.Y. In November, members of both
In early September 2011, TropiPlast and the Ukrainian American
cal Storm Lee changed the lives
Youth Association gathered together
of many people with its flooding.
at St. John the Baptist Ukrainian
The damage from that flooding was
Catholic Church in Syracuse to
unbelievable and everyone was afremember the millions who died in
fected in one way or another. At St.
the Holodomor. In January, we travJohn Ukrainian Orthodox Church,
eled house-to-house and enjoyed
in Johnson City, N.Y., many famithe tradition of “koliada” (carollies were seriously affected by the
ing). We also held candles, caroled
flooding.
I knew I had to help, but I couldn’t and stood together as one to enjoy a
beautiful “Svichechka” program – a
do it by myself. With the help of
Ivanka Temnycky and Kalyna Mel- Christmastime tradition for Plast
members around the globe.
nyk, we created a community serDuring these last few months,
vice project and held a bottle drive
we
will keep busy by finishing up
and coat drive. Working together
our merit badges, attaining the next
during the months of October and
November, we raised $1,138 for the Plast rank participating in our annual “Plast Earth Day Clean-Up” in
flood victims of St. John’s and collected 39 coats for Binghamton-area April, and preparing ourselves for
summer camps.
children to keep them warm this
Plast Syracuse works hard as a
past winter. This community sergroup – we are small, but we are
vice project taught Ivanka, Kalyna
mighty!
and me to not only be leaders, but
to be useful and caring community
Alexandra Christine Salenko, 15,
members who help others within
is a member of the Syracuse branch of
our community.
Plast Ukrainian Scouting OrganizaAll Plast Syracuse scouts attend
the School of Ukrainian Studies Le- tion. She is a ninth-grade student at
Vestal Senior High School in Vestal,
sia Ukrainka in Syracuse and keep
busy throughout the year with meet- N.Y., and the Lesia Ukrainka School
ings, field trips, and other activities. of Ukrainian Studies in Syracuse.

raising event. Their parents sacrificed several evenings to make the
varenyky from scratch and were an
integral part of the success of the
evening. Linda Kleban, head of the
Parents Committee, took competent
charge of the kitchen and made
sure each varenyk was cooked to
perfection before it was served to
our guests. For more information
about the UAYA Whippany Oseredok, readers may e-mail Whippany@cym.org.

This month, we challenge Mishanyna fans to search the grid for items
you would find in your Ukrainian Easter basket, or koshyk, that you
will bless before your traditional Easter meal, or Sviachene. Happy
hunting and Happy Easter!
butter
cheese
eggs
horseradish

kovbasa
krashanky
paska
periwinkle

pussywillow
pysanky
rushnyk
salt
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PREVIEW OF EVENTS
Tuesday, April 17

Sunday, May 6

WASHINGTON: At 6:30 p.m. at the
Embassy of Ukraine, 3550 M St. NW,
Washington, DC 20007, the Shevchenko
Scientific Society, District of Columbia
chapter, presents a lecture by Dr. Patricia
Kennedy Grimsted, associate of the
Harvard Ukrainian Research Institute, on
icons from Kyiv museums looted by Nazi
Germany. The lecture will be in English.
Admission is free. Those wishing to
attend must RSVP to ukrinfocentre@
gmail.com. For further information call
240-205-1889.

TORONTO: The Markian Ochrymowych
Humanitarian Award Banquet, honoring
Erast Huculak and Zenia Kushpeta who
have demonstrated the spirit of humanity through volunteer work, advocacy,
leadership and philanthropy here at
home or around the world will be presented at a dinner at The Old Mill Inn.
Cocktails are at 6 p.m.; dinner is at 7 p.m.
The event is sponsored by the Ukrainian
Canadian Social Services (Toronto),
Tickets are $200 per person; to order
tickets/tables call Olena at the UCSS
Toronto Office, 416-763-4982.

PREVIEW OF EVENTS GUIDELINES

Preview of Events is a listing of community events open to the public. It is a service
provided at minimal cost ($20 per listing) by The Ukrainian Weekly to the Ukrainian
community.

To have an event listed in Preview of Events please send information, in English,
written in Preview format, i.e., in a brief paragraph that includes the date, place, type
of event, sponsor, admission, full names of persons and/or organizations involved,
and a phone number to be published for readers who may require additional
information. Items should be no more than 100 words long; longer submissions
are subject to editing. Items not written in Preview format or submitted without all
required information will not be published.

Preview items must be received no later than one week before the desired date of
publication. No information will be taken over the phone. Items will be published
only once, unless otherwise indicated. Please include payment for each time
the item is to appear and indicate date(s) of issue(s) in which the item is to be
published. Also, senders are asked to include the phone number of a person who
may be contacted by The Weekly during daytime hours, as well as their complete
mailing address.
Information should be sent to: preview@ukrweekly.com or Preview of Events, The
Ukrainian Weekly, 2200 Route 10, P.O. Box 280, Parsippany, NJ 07054; fax, 973-6449510. NB: If e-mailing, please do not send items as attachments; simply type
the text into the body of the e-mail message.

