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Demolition on historic street in Kyiv sparks public protests
by Zenon Zawada
Special to The Ukrainian Weekly

KYIV – The demolition of three historic structures on
Kyiv’s Andriyivskyi Uzviz on April 7 sparked protest and
outrage among Ukraine’s cultural vanguard, who demanded
criminal prosecution and fines imposed, as well as the resignation of state officials for giving approvals.
Direct responsibility for the knockdown rests on a building firm owned by Donbas billionaire oligarch Rinat
Akhmetov, who planned a 10-story office center at the site
on the historic street. After the outrage, company officials
claimed they would build a vaguely defined “art space”
instead of the Andriyivska Plaza office complex.
But critics are not convinced. They called for a halt to all
construction on Andrew’s Descent until a general plan is
drafted to preserve the historical essence of an ancient
street that is a romantic hideaway for Kyiv residents and
must-see destination for tourists. Glass office buildings and
underground parking garages will destroy the slope’s role
as the city’s central cultural artery, they said.
“You don’t have to be an architect to understand that such
a large business center will completely ruin the atmosphere
of Andriyivskyi Uzviz with its art galleries and studios, theaters, shops, cafés and artists who trade their work right on
the street. It will simply squeeze them from the slope,” said
Borys Kushniruk, a member of the central command of the
Ukrainian People’s Party.
(Continued on page 8)

UNIAN/Andrey Skakodub

A view of Andriyivskyi Uzviz in Kyiv on April 10 after three historic structures were demolished. Public protests
against the destruction took place in Kyiv on April 11 and 21.

Religious leaders from Ukraine Ukrainian Days participants focus
meet with Ukrainian community on upcoming elections in Ukraine

A still from the videodocumentary “Saved
by Sheptytsky” by Jurij Klufas shows
Lilly Pohlman of London, who recounts
how she was saved by Metropolitan
Andrey Sheptytsky during the Nazi occupation of western Ukraine.

by Roma Hadzewycz

Ukrainian National Information Service

NEW YORK – A delegation of religious
leaders from the Ukrainian Council of
Churches and Religious Organizations was
welcomed at The Ukrainian Museum here
on Friday, April 27, at a meeting and reception with Ukrainian community representatives. The stopover was part of the delegation’s trip to Canada and the United
States dedicated to Ukrainian Catholic
Metropolitan Andrey Sheptytsky (18651944), his legacy of promoting harmony
between ethnic and religious groups, and
especially his courageous actions during
the Nazi occupation of Ukraine.
The program at The Ukrainian Museum
focused on the good works of the saintly
Metropolitan Sheptytsky, who personally
protected Jews in Ukraine and ordered his
monasteries, convents and orphanages to
hide hundreds of children from the Nazis.
Sheptytsky is known also for personally
protesting against the destruction of Jews
in Halychyna to Heinrich Himmler, for
informing the Vatican about what was happening in the region under the Nazi regime,
and for his pastoral letter “Thou Shalt Not

WASHINGTON – Within a framework of
programs to promote closer relations
between the Ukrainian community and
their Members of Congress, the Ukrainian
National Information Service (UNIS), the
Washington bureau of the Ukrainian
Congress Committee of America (UCCA),
organized Ukrainian Days in Washington
on April 25-26.
The intent of Ukrainian Days was to promote the concerns of the Ukrainian
American community, especially in light of
the recent backsliding on democratic principles and civil rights abuses in Ukraine
and the parliamentary elections to be held
in October.
More than a dozen Ukrainian community
members from Massachusetts, Ohio, Illinois,
New Jersey, New York, Maryland and
Virginia participated in the two-day advocacy event, which began with a briefing session on Wednesday morning, April 25.
The first day of Ukrainian Days was held
in conjunction with the Central and East
European Coalition’s (CEEC) advocacy
event. The CEEC encompasses 18 national
ethnic organizations that represents nearly
22 million Americans of Central and East

(Continued on page 13)

European descent. The Ukrainian Congress
Committee of America was a founding
member of the CEEC in 1994.
During the morning briefing session,
representatives from the CEEC reviewed
the CEEC Policy Brief, which was distributed to congressional offices during the advocacy event. The brief summarizes issues
the CEEC currently advocates in Congress:
an open door policy for NATO enlargement;
democracy, human rights, and rule of law
within Central and East Europe; energy
security in the region; countering undue
Russian influence upon countries in
Central and East Europe; a visa waiver program for Central European countries; as
well as promoting a new type of visa to the
United States for cultural groups.
Temuri Yakobashvili, Georgian ambassador to the United States, provided keynote
remarks during the briefing session. The
ambassador spoke of the need for unity in
the defense of freedom and for upholding
democratic principles within the region, as
well as the importance of collective security.
The late morning and afternoon hours of
Wednesday, April 25, were dedicated to
meetings with various congressional offices
(Continued on page 4)
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Ukraine’s two main opposition parties
join forces for parliamentary election
by Pavel Korduban
Eurasia Daily Monitor

Ukraine’s two largest opposition parties
– Batkivshchyna, which is headed by the
imprisoned former Prime Minister Yulia
Tymoshenko, and the Front for Change
whose leader is the former Parliamentary
chairman and former foreign affairs minister, Arseniy Yatsenyuk – have agreed to join
forces for the October 28 Parliamentary
election.
This may be the beginning of a united
opposition capable of defeating President
Viktor Yanukovych’s Party of Regions of
Ukraine (PRU) in the fight for power. But
this may also be the start of a fierce fight for
leadership inside the opposition between
Mr. Yatsenyuk and Ms. Tymoshenko’s team.
Two smaller, but no less ambitious
opposition forces, UDAR and Svoboda
(Freedom), have chosen to stay outside the
process, at least for the time being. Recent
polls show that this may be the right strategy.
Batkivshchyna, the Front for Change and
the less popular opposition parties,
Narodnyi Rukh (People’s Movement),
Reforms and Order, People’s Self-Defense
and For Ukraine, announced on April 23
that they agreed to form a united opposition. The six will compile a joint list for the
election, which will be headed by the leaders of the two most popular among them,
Ms. Tymoshenko and Mr. Yatsenyuk. The
parties will also back joint candidates in
the first-past-the-post constituencies.
Mr. Yatsenyuk told a press conference
that the joint lists of candidates from the
opposition alliance would be compiled by
the legal deadline of July 29. He said this
might be the beginning of a process to set
up a single strong opposition party. He also
said the alliance would back the leader of
UDAR (Ukrainian Democratic Alliance for
Reform), heavyweight boxing champion
Vitali Klitschko, in the Kyiv mayoral election (Ukrayinska Pravda, April 23).
The PRU has been skeptical of the opposition alliance’s viability. The leader of the
PRU faction in the Verkhovna Rada,
Oleksander Yefremov, has predicted that
the alliance would break up after the election as has happened to many other broad
alliances in Ukraine’s Parliament in the
past (partyofregions.org.ua, April 25).
Ms. Tymoshenko said in an interview
with the weekly Zerkalo Nedeli, which was
published on April 20, that the six parties’
unification was not enough. She opined
that UDAR’s and Svoboda’s decisions to go
it alone were the most serious threats to
opposition unity. She warned that the votes
cast for the two parties might be stolen
during the vote count as it would be difficult for a disunited opposition to watch the
process in electoral commissions across
Ukraine. Like Mr. Yatsenyuk, Ms. Tymoshenko
promised support for Mr. Klitschko in the
Kyiv mayoral election.
Apparently the alliance will support Mr.

Correction

Due to a typographical error in a submission for the listing “It’s Festival
Time!” (“A Ukrainian Summer,” May 6),
the date of the 50th anniversary Parish
Festival at St. John the Baptist Ukrainian
Catholic Church in Jewett, N.Y., was
incorrectly listed as June 20. The event is
on June 30. (The date is correct in other
references in the summer supplement.)

Klitschko in Kyiv with a caveat that UDAR
will join the alliance. However, Mr. Klitschko
remains adamant: his people will cooperate
with other opposition parties during the
election process and once elected to
Parliament, but UDAR will not join the alliance. Mr. Klitschko, citing sociological studies, argues that UDAR will score more votes
if campaigning on its own. According to a
study cited by Mr. Klitschko in a recent
interview, Front for Change would score 10
percent and UDAR 7 percent, but an alliance
of the two would score 13 percent. He
claimed that this argument was valid also
for other major opposition parties so unification would produce no synergy
(Kommersant-Ukraine, April 27).
Mr. Klitschko’s argument about numbers
and synergy has been born out by recent
opinion polls conducted by the Kyiv-based
Razumkov think-tank. According to the
freshest poll, which was held across
Ukraine on April 14-19, in an election from
party lists 19.6 percent of Ukrainians
would vote for a joint Batkivshchyna-Front
for Change list and 16.6 percent would vote
for the PRU, trailed by UDAR with 8.5 percent (Ukrayinska Pravda, April 25).
Razumkov’s poll, conducted two weeks
earlier, had shown that Batkivshchyna and
the Front for Change would hardly have
scored fewer votes if campaigning separately, namely 23.0 percent (13.5 percent
and 9.5 percent, respectively) against 19.5
percent for the Regions.
This means that, if there is no massive
election fraud, which is feared by many,
opposition unification is unlikely to influence the election outcome. However, it will
be difficult for the opposition to muster a
majority in Parliament in any case as
Ukraine’s election system and political culture has its peculiarities. Ukraine will have a
new mixed system this October, where by
half of the people’s deputies will be elected
according to a proportional system from
party lists with a 5 percent threshold, and
the other half will be elected from first-pastthe-post constituencies. PRU people and
their allies are expected to defeat the opposition in the first-past-the-post elections
where money and connections are likely to
play an important role. Furthermore, once
in Parliament, nothing should prevent current opposition candidates from switching
camps as happened in 2010 when a progovernment majority was formed in the
Verkhovna Rada within months after Mr.
Yanukovych’s election as president.
Interestingly, Mr. Yatsenyuk had shared
Mr. Klitschko’s point of view prior to Ms.
Tymoshenko’s seven-year prison indictment last October, arguing that two opposition parties would always get more seats in
Parliament than one (Radio Era, August
17). Like Mr. Klitschko, the ambitious Mr.
Yatsenyuk apparently feared that
Batkivshchyna could annihilate his party
and relegate him to a secondary role if the
two joined forces. Ms. Tymoshenko’s
imprisonment, at least in theory, opened to
Mr. Yatsenyuk – currently the second most
popular opposition politician – the prospect of becoming the leader of a united
opposition, sidelining Ms. Tymoshenko. If
this is his goal, the opposition is as far from
real unification as it was before the alliance
agreement.
The article above is reprinted from
Eurasia Daily Monitor with permission from
its publisher, the Jamestown Foundation,
www.jamestown.org.

Yulia Tymoshenko to end hunger strike
KYIV – Ukraine’s jailed opposition leader
Yulia Tymoshenko will end her 19-day hunger strike, according to her daughter.
Eugenia Tymoshenko said on May 8 her
mother would be moved to a hospital on
May 9 to be treated by a German doctor. She
went on a hunger strike accusing prison
guards of beating her during an earlier
attempt to move her to a hospital for treatment for back pain. Yulia Tymoshenko is
currently in prison in Kharkiv and is refusing to be treated by Ukrainian doctors for
her back condition. She has now agreed to
be treated by a German doctor, Lutz Harms,
in a local hospital. Her daughter said the politician “appears to have lost 10 kilograms
(22 pounds), her temperature has dropped
significantly and she may pass out any minute now.” Yulia Tymoshenko’s supporters
released photographs showing bruises on
her body, but prison guards denied allegations that they were responsible. (BBC)
Ukraine postpones Yalta summit

KYIV – Ukraine has postponed the 18th
Summit of Heads of Central European States
scheduled for May 11-12 in Yalta, Foreign
Affairs Ministry spokesman Oleksander
Dykusarov told the press on May 8. “Due to
the impossibility of a number of heads of
European states to participate in the 18th
Summit of Central European states, Ukraine
considers it appropriate to postpone the
summit and not to host it on May 11-12 in
Yalta,” he said. “The event will be held at a
later date to be decided through diplomatic
channels,” the spokesman added. In recent
days, the presidents of Poland, Moldova,
Lithuania and Slovakia had confirmed their
attendance at the Summit of Central
European countries, but the leaders of
Germany, the Czech Republic, Austria, Italy,
Slovenia, Estonia, Croatia and Latvia refused
to participate in the event. (Ukrinform)
Ukraine, EU to improve business climate

KYIV – Ukraine and the European Union
are implementing a joint initiative to
improve the investment climate in Ukraine,
Minister of Economic Development and
Trade of Ukraine Petro Poroshenko told the

The Ukrainian Weekly

press upon the completion of his meeting
with European Commissioner for Trade
Karel De Gucht in Brussels on May 8.
“Positive changes were noted over the past
few weeks in the situation with deregulation, as well as in the improvement of business activity. We have agreed to introduce a
special regime, a special joint program,
which will be called Dialogue on Business
Climate,” the Ukrainian minister said. He
added that the European side in the initiative will be represented by European
Commission delegates who will provide indepth assessments of the situation to
improve the business environment in
Ukraine. According to Mr. Poroshenko, the
meeting covered areas of public procurement, processes of deregulation, reduction
of tax pressure and intervention of law
enforcement agencies in entrepreneurs’
activities. “All these components of the
investment climate were discussed in detail.
We have agreed to establish a joint dialogue
mode, which would clearly monitor the situation,” Mr. Poroshenko underscored.
(Ukrinform)
Metropolitan Constantine hospitalized

SOUTH BOUND BROOK, N.J. – Archbishop
Anthony and Bishop Daniel of the Ukrainian
Orthodox Church of the U.S.A. have asked all
clergy and faithful of their Church and
beyond to pray for the healing of
Metropolitan Constantine‚ who was admitted to the hospital оn May 8. The metropolitan experienced an overwhelming weakness
in his entire body and was advised by his
physicians to go by ambulance to the hospital for an evaluation. He was in intensive
care being treated for severe congestion,
which affected his heart and lungs, thus
weakening his entire body. Metropolitan
Constantine is soon to be honored on the
occasion of the 40th anniversary of his episcopal consecration. On May 10 the UOC of
the U.S.A. announced that Metropolitan
Constantine had been taken off a ventilator
and was resting comfortably; he is expected
to be discharged from the hospital in several
days. (Consistory of the Ukrainian Orthodox
Church of the U.S.A.)
(Continued on page 12)
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Russia’s growing influence in Ukraine on economics and energy
by Taras Kuzio
Eurasia Daily Monitor

The Ukrainian government is negotiating the issue of ruble-denominated government bonds, making the country no longer
re l i a n t o n a s s i s t a n c e f ro m t h e
International Monetary Fund. Ukraine’s
2010 IMF assistance package of $15.6 billion was suspended in March 2011 because
of Ukraine’s refusal to continue with IMF
reforms, in particular raising household
utility prices to reduce subsidies by the
state gas company Naftohaz Ukrainy. This
confirms what the government of Prime
Minister Mykola Azarov has been discussing since summer 2011 (see http://www.
kyivpost.com/news/ business/bus_general/detail/108197/; http://ubr.ua/finances/
stock-market/ukraina- vypustit-obligacii-vrubliah-53601).
Three November 2011 auctions for
three- and five-year government bonds
with 8.22 and 8.75 percent returns, respectively, failed to attract buyers, and a March
issue of a $1.5 billion Eurobond was postponed. The Ukrainian Finance Ministry
had until then regularly sold government
bonds denominated in U.S. dollars and euros
(http:// fundmarket.ua/news/minfin-gotovitsya-k-vypusku-obligaziy-nominirovannyhv-rossiyskih-rublyah-20111205153657/).
This is a reflection of an overall Western
disinterest in investing in Ukraine, as seen
by the lack of Western interest in recent
privatizations, and the bidding conditions
for the sale of the stakes in Ukraine’s energy sector have been specially formulated in
order to suit oligarchs. The main “foreign”
investments in the last two years have
been Ukrainian and Russian capital returning from offshore tax havens such as
Cyprus, which accounts for a third of foreign direct investment (FDI) into Ukraine.

Negotiations for Ukraine to issue rubledenominated government bonds are under
way between Ukraine and Russia’s central
banks, Gazprom and the two countries’
finance ministries. The bonds would be
purchased by Russian banks active in the
Ukrainian market – VTB (President
Vladimir Putin is chairman of its supervisory board), Russia’s Sverbank, Alfa-Bank
and Vnesheconombank (VEB) – and Kyiv
hopes to raise $500 million. Sverbank
Board Chairman German Gref, a former
economic adviser to President Putin, has
stated his readiness to assist Ukraine in
issuing ruble-denominated government
bonds (http://podrobnosti.ua/economy/2012/02/03/ 818522.html; http://
www.chaspik.info/bodynews/9056.htm).
Until now, Ukraine has paid Russia for
gas in U.S. dollars and has been negotiating
since last year to reduce the price by a
third, or $250 per 1,000 cubic meter, compared to $416 last quarter. Ukraine has
already borrowed $2 billion to pay for
Russian gas from VTB Group – a loan that
matures in June. Last month, Ukraine
negotiated a second credit line of $2 billion
from Gazprombank to pay for imported
gas (http://www.vedomosti.ru/newspaper/article/278324/2_mlrd_na_gaz;
h t t p : / / w w w. r o s b a l t . r u / u k r a i n a /
2012/03/29/ 963176.html).
In 2011, Ukraine spent $1 billion in foreign currency each month to pay for
imported gas set in the January 2009
Ukrainian-Russian gas contract negotiated
by Prime Ministers Yulia Tymoshenko and
Putin. The move toward ruble-bonds
comes at the same time as the administration of President Viktor Yanukovych is
preparing the ground after the October
elections for a gas consortium in return
for a Russian “discount” on the gas price.
On November 8, 2011, the government

sponsored law no. 9429, which permitted
the reorganization of Naftohaz Ukrainy
(an opposition alternative was proposed
two weeks later). Adopted amendments
to the February 2007 law, initiated by Ms.
Tymoshenko, will lead to Naftohaz
Ukrainy’s reorganization by the government that will bypass Parliament. This
opens up the possibility of privatization of
Ukraine’s gas pipelines, opposition
Deputy Serhiy Sobolev said, because the
amendments no longer contain provisions
banning privatization, lease or rent of the
pipelines (Ukrayinska Pravda, April
13-14).
There are three strategic disadvantages
to Ukraine for issuing ruble-denominated
government bonds.
Firstly, loans in rubles will be 2 to 4 percent more expensive than bonds in U.S.
dollars or Euros. The ruble’s exchange rate
is highly dependent on the price of oil and
gas. The cost of imported gas would be
dependent on the Russian currency which,
if it devalues against the U.S. dollar, would
reduce the price, and if it strengthened the
price would rise. In contrast to Russia, which
has a floating exchange rate, Ukraine’s
exchange rate is fixed against the U.S. dollar.
Secondly, President Putin has elaborated Russia’s strategic goal of restoring the
economic space of the former USSR (minus
the three Baltic states that are European
Union members). President Putin reportedly controls a “war chest” of $20 billion to
purchase strategic economic and energy
sectors in the Commonwealth of
Independent States (see Eurasia Daily
Monitor, July 26, 2010). Ukraine withdrew
from the ruble zone in June 1992 and
began issuing a temporary currency, the
karbovanets kupon, which remained in
place until 1996, when Ukraine launched a

new currency, the hryvnia.
Thirdly, Ukraine’s dependence on
Russia will inevitably grow and reduce
Kyiv’s leverage in negotiations with
Moscow. Russia has long sought to control
Ukraine’s gas pipelines, which transport
two-thirds of Russian gas, and is pressuring Ukraine to join the CIS Customs Union.
These two goals will become more achievable if Ukraine issues ruble-denominated
government bonds as Ukraine would be
heavily dependent on Russian banks crediting the Ukrainian economy.
Kyiv has warned Brussels that the EU
should focus on Ukraine’s geopolitical and
strategic importance and ignore democratic regression by threatening that Ukraine
could drop its European integration efforts
in favor of integration with Russia and the
CIS. Kyiv’s threats should be understood as
real but are likely to be ignored by both the
United States and the European Union and,
therefore, by the IMF. Ukraine is a very low
priority for both the Obama administration, which is in the middle of a re-election
campaign, and the EU, which is faced with
numerous domestic crises.
Ukraine is overplaying its geopolitical
importance and dialogue between the U.S.
and the EU, which is all but frozen. The IMF
assistance package is unlikely to be revived
because of U.S. and EU pressure to punish
Ukraine for its democratic backsliding. The
Ukraine-EU Association Agreement was
initialed on March 30, but its signing by the
European Council and ratification by parliaments is frozen until political prisoners
in Ukraine are released and permitted to
participate in elections.

The statement said Ms. Tymoshenko
was accompanied by a medical team,
including Mr. Harms. It added that Ms.
Tymoshenko’s health “has not deteriorated
in recent days.”

over concerns about the case.
Poland is co-hosting the tournament
with Ukraine, and Mr. Komorowski said
political issues should not “spoil our mutual Polish-Ukrainian sports feast.”
Ms. Tymoshenko’s daughter, Eugenia,
told reporters in Kharkiv on May 8 that her
mother’s hunger strike would end once she
was transferred to a hospital.
“We will see [on May 9] if she is transferred to hospital and the doctor will commence treatment,” she said. “That means it
is the doctor’s intention to start taking her
out of her hunger strike. It is imminent
because she needs to start treatment before
her back pain goes and she can become disabled if treatment is not started very soon.”

attendance in protest against Ms.
Tymoshenko’s treatment.
In addition, a growing number of
European leaders have vowed to boycott the
Euro 2012 events in Ukraine. Kharkiv is one
of four Ukrainian cities hosting matches.
The European Union has also postponed
finalizing an association agreement with
Ukraine because of concerns about the
Tymoshenko case.
That agreement, which sets out terms for
deeper political and economic integration
between the bloc and Ukraine, was expected
to be finalized at the end of last year.

The article above is reprinted from
Eurasia Daily Monitor with permission from
its publisher, the Jamestown Foundation,
www.jamestown.org.

Tymoshenko ends hunger strike after move to Kharkiv hospital
RFE/RL

PRAGUE – A German specialist who
traveled to Ukraine to treat Yulia
Tymoshenko says the jailed former prime
minister has halted her hunger strike after
nearly three weeks.
Neurologist Lutz Harms says Ms.
Tymoshenko’s recovery following her
abstention from food could last up to one
month.
Ukrainian prison authorities transferred
the former Orange Revolution heroine to a
hospital earlier on May 9 amid concerns
about her health.
She is in Kharkiv to serve a seven-year
sentence on abuse-of-office charges. Ms.
Tymoshenko’s “transfer was conducted in
an orderly fashion, in accordance with our
agreement with the international medical
commission, under the supervision of a
German doctor, Professor Harms,” Ukrainian
Deputy Health Minister Rayisa Moiseyenko
told journalists earlier in the day.
Ms. Tymoshenko, 51, launched the hunger strike on April 20 and has refused
treatment from doctors employed by the
Ukrainian penal system. She has complained of severe back pain since her trial
and conviction in October 2011.
According to an official prison-service
statement, Ms. Tymoshenko was moved
from the prison to a nearby hospital in
Kharkiv run by the Ukrainian railway system.

“Bad practice”

Ms. Tymoshenko’s supporters say her
prosecution and jailing are part of a politically motivated persecution of the former
prime minister and other former members
of her Cabinet orchestrated by the government of her rival, President Viktor
Yanukovych.
Further charges are pending for alleged
tax fraud in a case that began in early April.
Ms. Tymoshenko’s case has drawn heavy
criticism from Western governments and
rights groups.
In the latest example, Polish President
Bronislaw Komorowski urged Ukraine to
scrap what he called “outdated” laws that
allow for the prosecution of politicians for
decisions made in office.
“I appeal [to the Ukrainian authorities],
with concern for upholding Ukraine’s
European chances, to eliminate these regulations from Ukrainian law and this bad
practice from Ukrainian political life as
soon as possible,” he said.
But Mr. Komorowski also said he
opposed plans by some senior European
officials to boycott Ukraine’s half of next
month’s Euro 2012 soccer championship

Diplomatic effect

On May 8, Ukraine postponed a summit
of Central and Eastern European leaders
scheduled for May 11-12 in Yalta after the
presidents of eight countries canceled their

Copyright 2012, RFE/RL Inc. Reprinted
with the permission of Radio Free Europe/
Radio Liberty, 1201 Connecticut Ave. NW,
Washington DC 20036; www.rferl.org (see
http://www.rferl.org/content/ukraine_
tymoshenko_hunger_strike/24575099.
html). With reporting by ITAR-TASS, Interfax,
AFP, Reuters and DPA.

Quotable notes

“This [the Euro 2012 soccer championship] was a chance to show off the
country because a thousand journalists will come here. Now those thousand
journalists will come and write about a million problems. …”
– Civic activist Oleh Rybachuk, a former member of the Cabinet of Prime
Minister Yulia Tymoshenko, as quoted in a May 9 story filed by the Associated Press.
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to Plast scouts
Plast centennial Monument
unveiled in Ivano-Frankivsk
noted in Canadian
Parliament
Following is the text of remarks by
Member of Parliament Ralph Goodale
(Wascana, Saskatchewan) deputy
leader of the Liberal Party of Canada,
on April 5 in the Canadian House of
Commons.
Mr. Speaker:
Dr. Oleksander Tysovsky is the
Lord Baden-Powell of Ukraine.
Just five years after Baden-Powell
founded the Scouting movement in
Great Britain, Tysovsky created its
counterpart in Ukraine, known as
Plast, and on April 12, Plast will
mark its 100th anniversary.
Now an international organization of Ukrainian youth, Plast fosters personal development to help
young people grow into conscientious, responsible, valuable citizens
of their local, national and world
communities.
And always, with an abiding love
for Ukraine.
I remember how excited our former colleague Borys Wrzesnewskyj
was that day in 2007 when several
hundred Plast members – from
Canada and abroad – gathered here
on Parliament Hill.
Today, we pay tribute to the
good work of the Ukrainian
Scouting movement, including
Plast Canada; we salute 1.2 million
Ukrainian Canadians; and we
express again our passion for a
genuinely free and democratic
Ukraine!

Ukrainian Days...
(Continued from page 1)

or committees, including: the Senate
Foreign Relations Committee, Sens. Mark
Kirk (Ill.), Robert Menendez (N.J.), Rob
Portman (Ohio), Barbara Mikulski (Md.),
Bob Casey (Pa.), Charles Schumer (N.Y.),
Mark Warner (Va.), Jeanne Shaheen (N.H.),
and Reps. Marcy Kaptur (Ohio), Mark Van
Hollen (Md.), Robert Turner (N.Y.), Mike
Quigley (Ill.), Gerald Connolly (Va.), Jesse

IVANO-FRANKIVSK, Ukraine – This city
in western Ukraine was the venue on April
12 for the unveiling of the world’s first
monument to members of Plast Ukrainian
Scouting Organization who stayed true to
the Plast oath.
The monument dedicated to “Plast
members who did not breach their oath”
was unveiled on the 100th anniversary of
the day that the first group of Plast scouts
took their solemn oath in a ceremony at the
First Academic Gymnasium in Lviv.
The ceremony was attended by Plast
members from Ivano-Frankivsk, Lviv,
Kolomyia, Ternopil, Kyiv, Lutsk and
Chernivtsi. Officiating at the blessing of the
monument was Metropolitan Volodymyr
and clergy of the Ukrainian Catholic
Church, as well as representatives of other
religious confessions.

Metropolitan Volodymyr of the Ukrainian Greek-Catholic Church blesses the monument to “Plast members who did not breach their oath.”

Plast members, church hierarchs and clergy at the dedication of the monument in
Ivano-Frankivsk.

Speaking at the gathering marking the
centennial of the first Plast oath were
Ivano-Frankivsk Oblast Council Chairman
Oleksander Sych (who is a member of
Plast), Vice-Chairman of the IvanoFrankivsk Oblast State Administration
Ro m a n I va ny t s k y, M ayo r V i k to r
Anushkevichus and Plast leader Yurii
Yuzych, as well as one of the initiators of the
monument project, Taras Zen.
Plast members conducted a variety of
fund-raising activities, collecting 50,000 hrv
for the 120,000-hrv project. Funding came
also from the city budget.
The monument, depicting a Plast scout
in uniform, was designed by sculptor
Volodymyr Dovbeniuk.
The culmination of the ceremony came
when two local Ukrainian scouts took the
Plast oath, pledging loyalty to God and
Ukraine and commitment to the Plast Code.
Source: Ivano-Frankivsk Archeparchy of
the Ukrainian Greek-Catholic Church.

Jackson, Jr. (Ill.), Howard Berman (Calif.),
and Edolphus Towns (N.Y.). Reps. Kaptur,
Quigley and Van Hollen joined their respective staffers and met with the community
representatives to discuss the aforementioned issues.
Later that evening, the Ukrainian Days
participants attended a congressional reception commemorating the 35th anniversary
of the UNIS office.
On Thursday morning, April 26,
Ukrainian Days participants gathered for a
congressional breakfast with the

A group from the Central and East European Coalition poses in front of the U.S.
Capitol (from left): Stephanie Urban, Lithuanian American Community; Alex
Striltschuk, Ukrainian Congress Committee of America, Illinois Division; Nadia
Ilkiw, UCCA Illinois Division; Vasyl Mytsak, New Ukrainian Wave; Barbara
Andersen, Polish American Congress; and Michael Sawkiw Jr., director, Ukrainian
National Information Service.

Ukrainian Days participants near the White House.

Congressional Ukrainian Caucus in the
Members Dining Room in the U.S. Capitol.
The group discussion focused on the
upcoming elections the current internal situation in Ukraine.
In his remarks to the participants,
Michael Sawkiw Jr., director of the
Ukrainian National Information Service,
underscored that such events are essential
for expanding the community’s influence
on U.S. policy toward Ukraine. “Now our

community has a chance to develop closer
relations with our members of Congress
and the administration on the eve of the
Ukrainian and U.S. autumn elections,” Mr.
Sawkiw added.
Following the breakfast, the participants
divided into groups to once again tackle
meetings with congressional offices, this
day discussing the upcoming elections and
other domestic developments in Ukraine.
(Continued on page 16)
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The Ukrainian Weekly
Time for hardball

As the Yanukovych administration stubbornly, and stupidly, continued its persecution of Yulia Tymoshenko, and the opposition leader went on a hunger strike to
protest her mistreatment by the authorities, leaders in Europe decided it’s time to
play hardball.
As widely reported by the news media, several European leaders have cancelled
visits to Ukraine over concern about the treatment of Ms. Tymoshenko. The leaders
of Germany, the Czech Republic, Austria, Italy, Slovenia, Estonia, Croatia and Latvia
said they would not attend the 18th summit of heads of Central European states.
Thus, Ukraine was forced to postpone the summit that was scheduled for May 11-12
in Yalta, Crimea.
And, with the Euro 2012 slated to begin on June 8, a number of European leaders
have threatened to boycott the part of the European soccer championship that will
be played in four Ukrainian cities (the Polish portion of the Euro 2012 would not be
affected). German Chancellor Angela Merkel, according to Spiegel Online, is pressing
for a mass boycott by European Union member-countries. European Commission
President Jose Manuel Barroso, European Commissioner for Justice, Fundamental
Rights and Citizenship Viviane Reding and European Council President Herman Van
Rompuy have stated that they will boycott the Euro 2012 in Ukraine. Prince William
also has announced that he will not travel to Ukraine to watch England play. Yet
another major embarrassment for President Viktor Yanukovych and his cronies.
Kyiv’s response to the boycott of what was to be a showcase for Ukraine was
issued by the Foreign Affairs Ministry: “Calls to boycott the championship will mean
in practice undermining the image of this grandiose sporting event and will harm
the interests of millions of ordinary Ukrainians who vote for different parties or who
are not interested in politics whatsoever. …Those who strive to make a target out of
Euro 2012 neither facilitate the reform of the Ukrainian judiciary nor help strengthen democratic institutions and the rule of law in Ukraine.”
Meanwhile, President Bronislaw Komorowski of Poland has called on Kyiv to do
away with “outdated” laws that allow politicians to be prosecuted for decisions
made in office (exactly those used against Ms. Tymoshenko).
To be sure, there was some good news this past week when Ms. Tymoshenko
ended her nearly three-week-old hunger strike and is now in a Kharkiv hospital
where her medical treatment is to be overseen by a German physician.
However, the fact remains that Mr. Yanukovych’s Ukraine is being humiliated, and
further isolated, by European leaders. Furthermore, there seems to be no end to the
bad press Ukraine is getting. Seems to us that President Yanukovych may be his own,
and Ukraine’s, worst enemy.

May
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Turning the pages back...

Two years ago, on May 17-18, 2010, Russian President Dmitry
Medvedev visited Kyiv for the first time in six years after boycotting Ukraine during the presidency of Viktor Yushchenko, whose
policies infuriated the Kremlin. However, this was the seventh
meeting of the two leaders since Mr. Yanukovych was inaugurated as president in February 2010.
President Medvedev arrived in Kyiv to promote Russia’s fast-track policy of deepening
cooperation and integration with Ukraine. He praised President Yanukovych’s policies,
and offered as evidence a double increase in trade between the two countries in the first
quarter of 2010.
“To a considerable degree, this is because the Ukrainian state has another administration,” Mr. Medvedev told Mr. Yanukovych. “It’s simpler for us to talk with you.”
Oleksii Haran, professor of political science at the National University of Kyiv Mohyla
Academy, said trade between the two countries was estimated at $17.7 billion in 2004,
which increased to $35.2 billion in 2008. “Until the global crisis, economic relations developed absolutely normal regardless of politics,” Prof. Haran said, and he rejected Mr.
Medvedev’s claims that a pro-Western government had worsened economic relations
between the countries. “This subject is being used for political motives,” he said.
The two presidents signed three agreements on May 17, 2010, on the security of the
Black Sea region, improving systems of European security and resolving problems in the
Transdnister region. The two leaders also presided over the signing of a series of bilateral
agreements that involved demarcating the Russian-Ukrainian border, cooperating in using
and developing the Russian global satellite navigation system GLONASS, cooperation
between the Russian and Ukrainian Ministries of Education in 2010-2012, cooperation
between the Russian and Ukrainian Ministries of Culture in 2010-2014, and cooperation
between UkrExImBank and Russia’s TVB Bank.
During a meeting of the Ukraine-Russia Interstate Commission held on May 17, 2010,
the presidents gave their governments 14 orders for the preparation of future bilateral
agreements between the governments and ministries. None of the agreement details were
released to the public, prompting criticism from pro-Western opposition leaders.
Observers, such as Kyiv political insider Ivan Lozowy, said nothing significant emerged
from Mr. Medvedev’s visit. Instead, it demonstrated that certain leaders within the government, notably Mr. Yanukovych and Vice Prime Minister Andrii Kluyev, wanted to slow
down the fast-integration process favored by Prime Minister Mykola Azarov.
Differing opinions between the leaders on the rate of progress showed during a press
conference, where Mr. Yanukovych called for a slowing down of integration, while Mr.
Medvedev said the pace should be quickened to counteract the lack of cooperation in the
previous years under President Yushchenko.

2010

Source: “Medvedev praises Yanukovych policies during state visit to Kyiv,” by Zenon
Zawada, The Ukrainian Weekly, May 23, 2010.

Viktor Yanukovych’s Kyiv
Observing Viktor Yanukovych’s Ukraine,
I was reminded of a film I saw as a kid,
“Back to the Future Part II.”
The sequel invites the viewer to imagine
what Marty’s hometown of Hill Valley
would have become had his nemesis, the
evil Biff, triumphed in his ongoing battle
with the McFly family.
Under Biff ’s leadership, Hill Valley
becomes a hedonistic, crime-ridden Hell
Valley. Biff has turned the town’s central
courthouse into a gambling casino, where
there’s a museum dedicated to none other
than Biff himself. His political initiatives
include legalizing gambling and bringing a
toxic waste dump to town. Local residents
were either forced to sell their property
through Biff’s control of the local courts
and law enforcement, or willingly sold to
get out of the gang-infested town.
Does all this sound familiar? I recognized
a direct parallel to what central Kyiv has
become during a simple stroll on May 1.
It started on Independence Square,
where there’s an Internet café. A pimp
walked in with his “business partner,” who
sat behind a computer obediently.
Meanwhile, he began barking loudly into
his mobile phone, discussing his affairs.
He paced around the Internet café without any ounce of self-consciousness, not
caring who listened in on his “business”
discussion and acting as if he owned the
place. And under Mr. Yanukovych’s Ukraine,
it is certainly the criminals (alleged criminals, of course) who run the show.
I walked outside to the underpass
entrance, where an elderly man distributed brochures to recruit Kyivans to MMM,
the 1994 pyramid scheme for which
Sergey Mavrodi was incarcerated in Russia
for four and a half years before deciding to
re-launch it last year.
The cover declares, “There are more
than 30 million of us!” It depicts gleaming
faces of people giving an enthusiastic
thumbs up and promises “from 20 percent
to 75 percent monthly growth.”
“Spending most of our lives at work, we
honestly pay all taxes to the state, which
are demanded from us. And what do we
get in return? Constant growth in the inflation rate and utility bills! We try to do
everything possible to improve our wellbeing and the quality of life of our close
ones, but, unfortunately, time goes on and
there’s no more money in the family. It’s
time to take the situation into your hands!”
the brochure stated.
So much for the Yanukovych campaign
promises of “minimum pensions of $150 a
month” (the average pension is currently
$156 a month), a tax holiday for small
business for five years and reducing natural gas prices (which increased for households but declined for industrial oligarchs).
Decent Ukrainians are instead turning
to pyramid schemes because conditions
for opening a small- or medium-sized business are so bad that entrepreneurship has
more promise in countries like Liberia,
China and Cambodia, according to the
2011 Index of Economic Freedom.
“I, Maiboroda Aleksei Sergeyevych, an
architect by education, dreamed my
whole life to help humanity with my
work, continuously generating ideas to
improve the conditions for man’s existence,” read a letter published in the brochure. “And nothing previously allowed

me to develop as strongly as the MMM2011 community, which I joined in
December of last year. A little more than
three months have passed, and I ‘won’
$50,000. The ‘won’ money allowed me to
start work on a generator.”
In a civilized society, someone like Mr.
Maiboroda would turn to his own savings,
business partners or a bank to finance his
project. That hasn’t been the case in
Ukraine since independence, and it certainly won’t be under President Yanukovych.
I descended down the impressive,
Soviet-built escalators underneath
Independence Square and entered a metro
car, where two elderly ladies stood with
several stuffed plastic bags, a rather common sight in Kyiv.
What was uncommon was the awful
stench they emitted, which repulsed everyone nearby. I often can’t blame the elderly
for voting for the Communist Party, no
matter how wrong or irrational it might be.
All independent Ukraine could offer them
is an average pension of $156 a month
enough to pay utility bills and some bread,
grains and vegetables that are supposed to
last a month.
How they pay for basic clothing – which
is more expensive in Ukraine than in the
U.S. – is beyond my comprehension. Many
sift through garbage, another common
sight in Kyiv.
Heading into my neighborhood, I notice
that the Ya Gallery opened by the young,
innovative curator Pavlo Gudimov has shut
its doors, moving to a basement location
several blocks away. Just two years ago,
Kyiv’s creative community had raised funds
to restore the Ya Gallery after an arson fire.
The economics of the Yanukovych administration turned out to be much fiercer.
Indeed, artists throughout downtown
Kyiv have complained that they’re being
tossed out of their galleries by real estate
speculators who couldn’t care less about culture – Ukrainian, Russian or anything else.
One thing that does inspire the Party of
Regions crowd is strip clubs. I’ve seen an
impressive number open their doors in the
last two years, including one just around
the corner from where the new Ya Gallery
is situated on Khoryv Street.
Down the street is a shoe repair shop
that used to have signage in the Ukrainian
language but switched this year to a sign in
the Russian language, a common trend. Just
take a stroll in any Kyiv neighborhood and
you will be hard-pressed to hear anyone, let
alone the youth, speaking Ukrainian.
In “Back to the Future Part II,” Biff legalized gambling, precisely the means by
which he became rich. Certainly, there’s a
direct parallel to Mr. Yanukovych, who has
made cronyism and corruption the standard in Ukrainian politics, because that’s
how he gained power and became rich.
The destructiveness of cronyism was
exemplified in April by Rinat Akhmetov,
Mr. Yanukovych’s old buddy from Donetsk,
whose development company knocked
down three historic structures on the
Andriyivskyi Uzviz (Andrew’s Descent) to
make way for a glass box for offices.
No one will get a slap on the wrist, let
alone a fine. Ukraine is a giant playground
for the Donbas clan. Mr. Akhmetov’s company has vowed to restore the façades, but
(Continued on page 14)
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The things we do ...
by Orysia Paszczak Tracz

To Mama, in song

Women and children

When I was growing up in the “olden
days” of the 1950s, every once in a while
there was a song about mother, or father
(for example, Eddie Fisher’s “O My Papa”)
that made the hit parade. Speaking as an
“elder” now, that was the time when songs
had melodies and pretty lyrics, and the
singers usually had nice voices. Then there
are the beautiful Italian songs about Mama.
I do not remember any sentimental or
other hit songs about mothers and fathers
in more recent times.
But is there anything that can top the
Ukrainian songs about Mama? So many of
them are not “narodni” (folk), but are composed, most often from the early 20th century on. There are the patriotic “striletski”
(World War I) and “povstanski” (World War
II) songs, which often sing about bidding
farewell not only to the girlfriend, but especially to mother: Mamo, [vocative case]. I
will return, bringing you the gift of freedom
for Ukraine. I will bring home to you the
golden sun of freedom (prynesu ya do
Tvoyeyi khaty sontse voli zolote.)
Perhaps during Soviet times, so many
songs were written by prominent poets
and composers about Mama because it was
a way of surreptitiously expressing not only
love for Mama, but also love for the other
mother, Ukraine. New songs have continued into the present. The lyrics speak not
only of the person herself, but of the joy of
childhood in the village, on the homestead,
of Mama’s hands, songs and love, of leaving
home for a long time, of Mama giving an
embroidered “sorochka” (shirt) or “rushnyk” (ritual cloth) to take on the journey, of
returning home after so long, of elderly
Mama (why is Mama always “starenka” –
Maybe in a child’s eyes?), of remembering
Mama and Baba after they’re gone.
The songs and the poems upon which
so many are based are lush, loving, and
very nostalgic and sentimental. But how
can expressing love for your Mama not be

On Tuesday, April 10 – in the midst of
the Eastern Christian Holy Week leading up
to Easter – five members of the women’s
group FEMEN suspended a seven-meterlong banner reading “Stop” from the belfry
of St. Sophia Cathedral in Kyiv and rang the
bells. They thus signaled their opposition
to draft law No. 10170, introduced by
National Deputy Andrii Shkil (Yulia
Tymoshenko Bloc) on March 12, which
would overturn Ukraine’s permissive law
on abortion and substitute a much more
restrictive one. The letter “t” in the English
word “Stop” was rendered in the form of an
Eastern Christian cross.
The members of FEMEN are known for
their unorthodox agit-prop stunts, most
notably the exposure of their anterior anatomy, which has attracted the attention of
the international (and male-dominated)
media. Among the issues that FEMEN has
addressed has been the international trafficking of women. They have also opposed
sex tourism and – in contrast to many
Western liberals – have advocated the criminalization of prostitution, targeting the
consumers as well as the suppliers. In all
this they have acted consistently to protect
the helpless and the victimized.
In view of that, the object of FEMEN’s
latest demonstration is somewhat anomalous. Whether or not one considers a fetus
or embryo to be a “person” or an “unborn
child” entitled to legal protection, it can
hardly be denied that abortion is the taking
of human life – at its most helpless and vulnerable.
To be sure, the matter is far from simple.
In the extreme case – where the survival of
the fetus threatens the life of the mother –
many secular and religious authorities
would consider abortion justified. In fact,
the proposed law, introduced by a deputy
who is also a medical doctor, does permit
abortion in such instances. But in the
majority of cases, pregnancy is the result of
consensual intercourse, giving rise to a
moral responsibility on the part of both
parents to bring it to term and raise the
child. The absence or irresponsibility of the
father is a poor excuse for ending a life.
Even in the case of rape, many would question the ethical admissibility of allowing the
crime of one human being to excuse the
killing of another.
Ukraine’s current Soviet-era legislation
permits abortion in the first trimester.
During the following four months abortion
is allowed not only in case of a threat to the
mother’s life or physical or mental health,
and not only in case of pregnancy after
rape, but also in a whole range of socio-economic circumstances. These include existing child disability in the family, divorce or
death of the father during the mother’s
pregnancy, deprivation of maternal rights,
imprisonment of either parent and family
size. A special commission may also grant
abortion for other reasons.
The enumerated conditions constitute
true hardships. The hard life of Ukrainian
women should not be underestimated; that
the law should recognize this is just. But
many would find such factors insufficient
cause to terminate a human life. Moreover,
there are alternative ways of alleviating
maternal poverty, such as the family support programs offered in countries like
France. Indeed, principled opposition to

Orysia Tracz may be contacted at orysia.
tracz@gmail.com.

so? Combine that with the khata (home),
the rushnyky, the “kalyna,” the flower garden, the orchard, the path into the fields,
missing her, and on and on – and you’ve
got beautiful lyrics and melody, and wholeKleenex-box catharsis.
Of course, all of us know “Rushnychok –
Ridna Maty Moya” by Andriy Malyshko and
Platon Maiboroda, and “Dva Kolory” [Two
Colors, as in the red and black embroidered
sorochka] by Dmytro Pavlychko and
Oleksandr Bilash. The many songs by
Nataliya Mai carry that love and sentiment
about Mama, her love, her embroidery, her
essence. (“Mamayna Sorochka” – Mother’s
Sorochka). As Mama embroidered a
sorochka for me, she taught me to carry out
the rules of life and the plain truth, do not
betray the land that nurtured you, and to
help anyone in misfortune.
“Mamyna Vyshnia v Sadu” (Mama’s Sour
Cherry Tree in the Orchard) by Dmytro
Lutsenko and Anatoliy Pashkevych, sung
beautifully by the late Raisa Kyrychenko, is
about remembering my youth, and how
Mama was there both to bid me farewell
and welcome me home, as did the blooming vyshnia tree – and I imagine Mama still
waiting for me on the path… but now my
soul is sad, and the vyshnia weeps with falling blossoms.
“Chornobryvtsi” (Marigolds) by Mykola
Synhayivsky and Volodymyr Vermenych is
about the marigolds Mama sowed in the
garden, and taught me to sing. When I look
at them, I see Mama and her hard-working
hands, and I feel her grace. When I am in a
foreign land and see marigolds, I remember
Mama.
“Mamyna Svitlytsia” (Mama’s Parlor) by
Bohdan Stelmakh and Ihor Bilozir is a melancholy song about family – the Ukrainian
parlor with all the embroidery and
Shevchenko’s eyes looking down from a
portrait, the grown children who grew up
in this home dispersing like migrating
birds, but returning home to Mama and
(Continued on page 13)

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

Little things
that count…
Dear Editor:

“You could never imagine their joy at
receiving them and seeing their happy
radiant faces!” These words were stated in
a thank-you note from Sister Mary
Bernarda, DSBM, to the parishioners of the
Annunciation of the Blessed Virgin Mary
Ukrainian Catholic Church, of Fresh
Meadows, N.Y., for their contribution of a
huge collection of holy pictures and medals
for orphaned children in Ukraine.
Sister Bernarda, who resides at the St.
George Convent, teaches at the St. George
Ukrainian Catholic School in New York and
during the summer months travels to
Ukraine to work with orphans in orphanages run by the Basilian Sisters. As you
know, the Sisters of St. Basil are celebrating
100 years of work in the United States.
I had asked Sister Bernarda how can we
help her and the orphans? She suggested a

collection of “little things,” such as holy pictures, pictures of saints, flowers, landscapes, greeting cards, medals, rosaries,
crayons, colored pencils, etc. and she would
take them herself to the children. A collection began and the parishioners responded
with great enthusiasm.
Packages of pictures, cards and such
were collected and have been given to
Sister Bernarda. She will be taking these
“little gifts” this summer to distribute to the
orphans, many of whom are physically
challenged.
The Ladies Guild of the Annunciation
Church have also made a donation of $240.
Sister Bernarda graciously accepted, saying
that “this will certainly help in purchasing
bananas, popcorn and so many other goodies to give when I visit them.”
If anyone wishes to contact Sister
Bernarda before she leaves for Ukraine in
June, they can do so through St. George
Parish on East Seventh 7th Street, New
York.
Wolodymyra Bilaniuk
Douglaston, N.Y.

abortion must be coupled with a commitment to radical socio-economic reform in
support of women, children and families.
(This holds true in the United States as
well.) FEMEN’s energies might better be
directed towards such reform.
Whatever one’s position, it must be
admitted that the issue is complex. But
FEMEN sees abortion in simplistic, categorical terms. In a press release published in
the Kyiv newspaper Segodnya on the day of
its demonstration, FEMEN warned of “a
bandits’ conspiracy of the Church and the
state with the aim of taking official control
over the sacred feminine gift of bearing
children.” This conspiracy, it continued, had
produced the anti-abortion bill, which
would deprive women of “the right to terminate pregnancy.” Parliament, alleged
FEMEN, would now decide the fate of
women, “legislatively forcing them to breed
and multiply.”
FEMEN’s manifesto can be questioned.
First, as noted above, Dr. Shkil’s bill does
not ban all abortions. Second, while
FEMEN’s banner depicts a three-barred
Orthodox cross, the Ukrainian Orthodox
Church is not the only religious community
opposing abortion on demand. Evangelical
Protestants denounce it too. Catholic teaching, recognizing that abortion is the taking
of innocent human life, condemns it in all
cases. In fact, the draft law was prompted
by a February 9 appeal to Parliament by
U k ra i n i a n G re e k- C a t h o l i c M a j o r
Archbishop Sviatoslav (Shevchuk) and
Roman Catholic Archbishop Mieczyslaw
Mokrzycki. Third, the state is not taking
control over child-bearing. It is maintaining
control over abortion, which is its opposite.
It has a right to do so because a primary
function of any state is to protect life.
Fourth, there is no universal “right” to abortion. Fifth, it is obvious that Parliament is
not “forcing” anyone to procreate.
But the most puzzling aspect of FEMEN’s
press release is its quasi-religious reference
to the “sacred feminine gift of bearing children” – followed, in the same breath, by an
assertion of the “right to terminate pregnancy.” If bearing children is a woman’s
“sacred gift,” what gives her a “right” to kill
them before they are born?
Other questions arise. Why, in a country
with a precipitously declining population,
would a patriotic group support a contributing cause of that decline? And why would
an organization representing women,
whose unique role is to nurture human life,
advocate its negation?
Some would say the draft law is itself a
political stunt, with no chance of passage.
But there has also been a call for an abortion referendum. That might be worthwhile, provided it entailed a nationwide
discussion of the many issues involved. The
discussion would have to be conducted in a
truthful, rational and respectful manner.
Truth would require accurate terminology
and an acknowledgement of contextual
realities. Reason would demand logically
defensible positions. Respect would mean
avoiding insulting, irreverent or inflammatory language.
In fact, such a discussion would not be
amiss in America.
Andrew Sorokowski can be reached at
samboritanus@hotmail.com.
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Selfreliance of Philadelphia annual meeting highlights growth and community support
by Anatoli Murha
PHILADELPHIA – The Philadelphiabased Ukrainian Selfreliance Federal Credit
Union (USFCU) held its annual meeting at
the Ukrainian Educational and Cultural
Center in Jenkintown, Pa., on Sunday, March
25, in the presence of 151 members and 15
organizational representatives.
USFCU Chairperson Marusia Kolodij welcomed everyone and took a moment to pay
respects to those members who had passed
away during the previous year. Mrs. Kolodij
then introduced the members of the board of
directors along with the management of
USFCU.
Mrs. Kolodij reported that 2011 proved to
be a year of opportunity, progress and chal-

lenges. As stated in her report, “We continued to generate substantial surpluses, even
as returns on investments and loan rates
dropped to new levels. USFCU is able to
proudly say that we still offer the highest
interest rates on savings accounts and CDs
while also offering the lowest rates on loans.”
USFCU’s CEO, Halyna O. Keller, provided
a summary of activities in the loan, finance,
and operations departments through the
departmental managers, along with a
report about the youth marketing initiative
known as Students Savers and the community relations project HromadaPhila.org –
an online community calendar and business
directory serving the Ukrainian Community
of Philadelphia.
In summary, Mrs. Keller stated, “Last

year we witnessed the beginnings of a stabilizing interest rate environment and recovering real estate market. Both contributed
to the growth of our loan portfolio, as well
as growth of our member deposits.”
USFCU experienced positive growth from
2010 to 2011. Assets increased by 9.5 percent to $255 million with member deposits
increasing by $21.814 million to a year-end
total of $227.523 million representing a 10.5
percent increase. In 2011, USFCU’s loan
department issued 275 loans for over
$37.549 million. Membership continues to
increase, reaching 9,053 in 2011. USFCU’s net
income for 2011 was nearly $1.178 million.
Mrs. Keller added, “Many individuals
contributed to our positive results of 2011.
Mentioning them collectively, I salute our

Management and employees of the Ukrainian Selfreliance Federal Credit Union of Philadelphia.

Demolition...

(Continued from page 1)

The demolition is merely the latest chapter in what critics described as a decade of
lawless and avaricious real estate development in central Kyiv, which has damaged
one of Europe’s oldest urban areas. They
allege that Ukraine’s oligarchs are responsible for destroying dozens of historic residences and other buildings.
The three demolished structures, whose
addresses were 10 and 12 Andrew’s
Descent, were originally built in 1863 but
reconstructed several times since then,
according to Mykhailo Kalnytskyi, a journalist and blogger who has done extensive
research on the street’s history.
The corner building, 10 Andrew’s
Descent, was a shop floor (production area)
that had its classical five-window tower
façade added in the 1980s to blend with the
street’s architecture.
Its two adjacent structures on the perpendicular Florivska Street (12 Andrew’s
Descent) had the façade of an early 20th
century brewery; these became a sewing
factory during the Soviet era.
Culture Minister Mykhailo Kulyniak told
reporters after the demolition that the
buildings were built in 1978 and had no historical significance.
Not only was the minister wrong on the
first count, but his own ministry, in an
October 2011 ministerial decree, designated
10 Andrew’s Descent as an architectural monument from the first half of the 19th century.
Indeed, evidence abounds that the ministry knowingly violated laws when issuing
the building permits for construction on
Andriyivskyi Uzviz.
The Ministry of Culture under Mr.
Kulyniak’s direction in January had designated the entire Andrew’s Descent as an
integrated monument of urban construction, Mr. Kalnytskyi wrote in his analysis
published on April 11 on the Istorychna
Pravda website.

Additionally, as early as 1987 the government designated Andriyivskyi Uzviz as part
of the Ancient Kyiv State HistoricalArchitectural Reserve, where any new construction was prohibited. In 2001 the
Cabinet of Ministers issued a resolution that
included all the reserve’s structures in the
register of monuments of national significance.
Save Old Kyiv – the most active organization trying to defend Kyiv’s historic structures – demanded the resignation of
Minister Kulyniak for allowing his ministry
to grant building permits in a historical
reserve without protecting surrounding
structures, including those that were razed.
Indeed, the events and statements that
followed the demolition had all the absurd
elements of a standard Ukrainian political
conflict.
Company spokesmen denied wrongdoing, and yet at the same time vowed to make
everything right. Government officials
denied wrongdoing and played political
football, shifting blame onto each other.
Licenses and permits were issued in contravention of laws and regulations, which
were ultimately ignored in favor of the concerns of big business.
The Kyiv City State Administration issued
no permits and received no plans or designs
from ESTA Holding, Mr. Akhmetov’s development company, said Mykhailo Kuchuk,
deputy chair of the Kyiv City State
Administration, whose officials said it was
the Ministry of Culture that was responsible.
The Culture Ministry denied issuing any
permits to raze structures and build in a
national reserve, claiming the State
Administration for City Planning and
Architecture was at fault, reported Interfax
on April 11.
That organ’s chair, Serhii Tselovalnyk,
said he broke no law by approving the
building permits but was not informed of
any demolition plans.
Documents published on Mr. Kalnytskyi’s
Live Journal blog confirm the Ministry of
Culture indeed gave permission for the

Andrew Zwarych

office complex’s construction in February.
ESTA Holding issued a statement on April
11 that insisted it only demolished 12
Andrew’s Descent, not No. 10, which it
claimed wasn’t damaged.
As bizarre as that claim was, the company also alleged in the statement that it had
decided back in March not to build the office
center. If that were true, then demolishing
any of the three structures would have been
pointless.
ESTA Holding officials said they’ve
scrapped their plans for the office building
in favor of building an arts center that will
be owned by the Kyiv municipality. Igor
Lutsenko, a leading activist at Save Old Kyiv,
said such claims are credible and he’s optimistic after meeting with ESTA officials.
“Significant efforts are being made to
save Akhmetov’s image,” Mr. Lutsenko said.
“Akhmetov’s gain from the office complex
will be much less than the political losses he
would incur if he truly wants to build it. That
demolition united the Kyiv opposition and
citizens more than any other issue. Specialists
have been recruited to create a citizens’
organ to plan what will be built and approved.”
Mr. Lutsenko also credited two protests in
motivating the ESTA builders to heed civic
concerns. A raucous demonstration was held
on April 11 at the headquarters of Mr.
Akhmetov’s holding company, System Capital
Management, where demonstrators dumped
construction debris at the doorstep.
“For these people, business is everything,”
Mr. Lutsenko said. “But when we brought
bricks and rocks to their offices, then they
understood that culture means something to
people. Without that, they would not have
come to that understanding.”
An April 21 demonstration at St.
Michael’s Square drew close to 2,000 participants – the biggest turnout of citizens protesting against illegal construction in Kyiv’s
historic center. Boxing legend Vitali
Klitschko, a top candidate for Kyiv City
Council chair, joined that protest, as well as
the earlier one.
Currently, Andrew’s Descent is closed to

faithful, devoted employees and dedicated
management staff. I would like to express
my sincere gratitude to the board of directors and Supervisory Committee for their
constant guidance and support. The most
important group deserving recognition and
appreciation is our membership. The trust
and confidence they have in the credit
union is the primary reason for our ongoing
financial success.”
Confirming the sound operation of the
credit union was Basil Kuzio, chairman of
USFCU’s Supervisory Committee. Mr. Kuzio
explained how the Supervisory Committee
is tasked with ensuring that the credit
union conducts its operations in a safe and
sound manner.
After the Supervisory Committee report,
Olga Kostiv of USFCU’s nominating committee presented three candidates to the
board of directors: Oxana Holubowsky,
Ihor Sydorak and Serhiy Hrubiy. All three
were voted in unanimously. Mr. Sydorak
and Mrs. Holubowska were re-elected to
the board, while Mr. Hrubiy will begin his
first term on the board.
The membership of USFCU was then
informed of the formation of the Ukrainian
Community Foundation of Philadelphia.
Mrs. Kolodij explained the initiatives of the
foundation and invited the chairman of the
foundation, Roman Petyk, to explain further.
In his detailed remarks, Mr. Petyk noted,
“Creation of the Ukrainian Community
Foundation of Philadelphia is a manifestation of the credit union’s commitment to
(Continued on page 16)

vehicular traffic with the entire length of its
cobblestone street torn open, to be replaced
by a modern variant that’s supposed to make
the street easier for driving, officials said.
The $6 million reconstruction project,
which began in October of last year, involves
installing and replacing utility, sewage and
drainage pipes; planting trees; as well as
installing new benches, street lights, façades
and roofs, said Mr. Kuchuk of the Kyiv Сity
State Administration,
The administration, led by Chair (Mayor)
Oleksander Popov, vowed to complete the
reconstruction in time for the Euro 2012,
with the exception of façades. Such goals
seem overly ambitious with the event just a
month away.
Mr. Popov has used Euro 2012 as a pretext to prepare for large-scale construction
once the football championships conclude,
Mr. Lutsenko alleged, pointing to the new
utility pipes as an example.
Yet Andrew’s Descent has been exploited
for the last two decades, said Mr. Kushniruk
of the Ukrainian People’s Party. “This street
was intentionally brought to its current degradation,” he said. “Our powerful ones used
the same tactic that was used to take over
enterprises. At first the enterprise is
reduced to a condition of collapse, and then
they privatize it for pennies, portraying
themselves as saviors.”
Most of the real estate investors on
Andrew’s Descent aren’t known, since the
registered owners are opaque companies,
some of which are without listed owners and
others are registered offshore, experts said.
The Yushchenko clan is certainly among
those involved in the real estate development in the area, said Mr. Kuchuk, deputy
chair of the Kyiv City State Administration,
as reported by the Segodnya (Today) newspaper in mid-April.
Another property owner is diaspora
businessman George Chopivsky of
Washington, who bought Richard’s Castle
on Andrew’s Descent in the late 1990s, Mr.
Kuchuk said. Plans to turn it into a hotel
have yet to bear fruit.
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Cornell Ukrainian Club hosts pysanka workshop
by Andrew Soluk
ITHACA, N.Y. – Approximately 75 people attended the
annual Ukrainian Pysanka Easter Egg Workshop of the
recently revived Ukrainian Club of Cornell University on
Saturday, March 31.
Students and faculty made beautiful eggs from 10 a.m.
until 7 p.m. in the Willard Straight Art Gallery. Over 10
dozen eggs were used during the workshop to create
pysanky in every color with a variety of designs. Despite a
few dropped eggs and cracks, attendees enjoyed the pysanka workshop and are looking forward to next year.
The Ukrainian Club at Cornell had been on hiatus since
2008 but was rekindled when Andrew Soluk and Iryna
Ivasyk, who are both from California, began as freshmen at
Cornell in 2011. Initial advertising and recruitment were
difficult, but the club got off to a great start with a cultural
food festival in the fall where kutia and varenyky were
served. The club is now 75 members strong and constantly
growing due to genuine interest on the Cornell campus.
Some members have no connection at all to Ukraine, but
are actively involved in the club and love the culture.
In planning events for the 2012 fall semester, the club
has proposed possible trips to Canada and hosting
Ukrainian dance groups at Cornell. The club also plans to
team up with other cultural and internationals organizations on campus to host a world cultural festival.
The Ukrainian Club at Cornell welcomes new members
from all cultures. Readers who would like to join the club
or help in any way may e-mail Mr. Soluk, abs322@cornell.
edu.

Mercedes Martin

Students practice their pysanka-writing skills during the workshop hosted by the Ukrainian Club of Cornell
University on March 31.

Professional volleyball player lives her dream

PARSIPPANY, N.J. – Laryssa Mereszczak, 29, is living her
dream as a professional volleyball player in California. She
recently launched her personal website www.laryssabeachvolleyball.com.
Working as a graphic designer for Hewlett Packard for
the past six years, she has been allowed to work remotely
and live in Los Angeles to pursue her pro volleyball career.
It was HP’s decision to allow Ms. Mereszczak to work from
home that gave her the flexibility and sustainability to
make her dreams come true.
Ms. Mereszczak travels across the United States competing in professional tournaments. She recently represented

the U.S. at an exhibition tournament in Colombia, which
attracted players from all over the world.
Her love for the game came at a very young age. Coming
from a lineage of volleyball players, her dad, Ihor, started
her off in the sport at age 6. Growing up in this tradition,
Laryssa’s dad, brother and sister all played volleyball and
spent many nights playing volleyball at the local park in a
small town in Idaho. Because there was no beach in Idaho,
Laryssa participated in many grass doubles tournaments
starting at age 16.
Ms. Mereszczak’s college sports career began with her
stint as a four-year starter at Northwest Nazarene

Professional volleyball player Laryssa Mereszczak digs for the ball on the beach.

University in Nampa, Idaho, where she finished her senior
year in third place for digs per game in the Great
Northwest Athletic Conference. She was a three-year GNAC
All-Academic Winner.
“It has always been my dream to move to California and
play on the beach. In 2008, I was able to make that dream a
reality; I packed my car and drove from Idaho to California
with what I could fit,” Ms. Mereszczak wrote on her website.
Having competed in U.S. tournaments, Ms. Mereszczak
finished in fifth place at the March 3 Athlete’s Promise
Huntington Bach Pro-Am tournament; in third place at the
March 4 California Beach Volleyball Association (CBVA)
Open at Manhattan Beach, Calif.; in fifth place on March
24-25 at the International Development Qualifier at the
U.S. Olympic Training Center in Chula Vista, Calif.; and in
first place on April 1 at the CBVA AAA tournament at Santa
Monica, Calif.
Upcoming tournaments include the National Volleyball
League – Preakness Season Opener in Baltimore on May
17-19; the Jose Cuervo/U.S.A. Volleyball tournament in Ft.
Lauderdale, Fla.; the International Development Qualifier
on June 16-17 (location TBD); the Jose Cuervo/U.S.A.
Volleyball tournament in Belmar, N.J., on June 22-24; the
NVL Waupaca Boatride and U.S. Open of Grass Volleyball in
Oshkosh, Wisc., on July 11-15; the Jose Cuervo/ U.S.A.
Volleyball tournament in Chicago on July 13-15; the Jose
Cuervo/ U.S.A. Volleyball tournament at Hermosa Beach,
Calif., on July 20-22; Smackfest at Hermosa Beach, Calif., on
July 28; the CBVA Open – Malibu Surf and Sport Festival at
Zuma Beach, Calif., on July 29; a Six-Man tournament at
Manhattan Beach, Calif., on July 31-August 1; the Jose
Cuervo/ U.S.A. Volleyball tournament in Milwaukee on
August 4-5; the NVL – West Coast Championships at Long
Beach, Calif., on August 17-19; the Jose Cuervo/U.S.A.
Volleyball Manhattan Beach Open on August 24-26; the
NVL 40th Motherlode Classic in Aspen, Colo., on August
30-September 3; the CBVA Open Cal Cup State Champions
at Hermosa Beach, Calif., on September 1; the NVL – East
Coast Championships in Miami Beach (date TBD); the Jose
Cuervo/U.S.A. Volleyball tournament at Huntington Beach,
Calif., on September 21-22; and the NVL-Beast of the Beach
tournament in Las Vegas in October (date TBD).
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“Grass,” 1921.
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“Portrait of Picasso,” 1921.

BOOK REVIEW

Modernist Borys Kosarev, an exhibit catalogue
“Borys Kosarev: Modernist Kharkiv, 1915-1931,”
bilingual (English and Ukrainian) exhibition catalogue,
Rodovid Press, 2011. ISBN 978-966-7845-68-1, softcover,
214 pages, 114 illustrations, $49.
by Myroslav Shkandrij
Borys Kosarev had not until now received the attention
he deserves. New York’s Ukrainian Museum has for the
first time brought together his paintings, theater designs
and photographs in a major exhibition, and has underlined
his importance for Kharkiv’s avant-garde.
Myroslava M. Mudrak, the exhibition’s curator and
author of the opening article in the 214-page exhibit catalogue, traces the artist’s central role in the evolution of art
in this Eastern Ukrainian city, which was the capital of
Soviet Ukraine until 1934. But the story of artistic innovation began in pre-revolutionary years. It went through
experiments with Futurism, Suprematism, Constructivism
and Production Art.
Kharkiv was a crossroads for these, and many other
trends, and developed its own form of avant-gardism,
which incorporated, among other things, a fascination with
primitivism and Eastern art. (Middle Eastern textiles from
Bukhara, Samarkand and Tashkent, for example, were part
of a local collection that made an important impact).
Receptive and accommodating, it blended influences coming from Kyiv, Paris and Moscow with local creativity.
Brilliant experimentation with typography and theater
arts, and a strong interest in photography also set the group
apart from other centers of innovation. Many now famous
Myroslav Shkandrij is professor of Slavic studies at the
University of Manitoba.

avant-gardists of these years spent time in Kharkiv (or
nearby at the home of Maria Syniakova and her family) and
were influenced by the Kharkiv circle – David Burliuk,
Velemir Khlebnikov and Vladimir Mayakovsky among them.
Prof. Mudrak of The Ohio State University draws attention to the creative spark provided by the core Group of
Seven (Soyuz Semy) who came together in 1916: Vladimir
(Volodymyr) Bobrytsky, Vladimir (Volodymyr) Dyakov,
Nikolai (Mykola) Kalmykov, Nikolai (Mykola) Mishchenko,
Heorhij Tsapok, Boleslav Tsybys and Kosarev. In 1918
three more partners were added: Alexander Hladkov, Vasyl
Yermilov and Mané-Katz (Mane Leyzerovich Kats).

Pysanka arrangement represents Ukraine
at annual Flower Mart in Washington

WASHINGTON – A large “Ukrainian Easter Egg” floral arrangement represented Ukraine at this year’s Flower Mart
spring festival on May 4-5 at the National Cathedral in Washington. Designed by Iryna Lipielko using a few hundred
small chrysanthemums, the “pysanka” was presented to the cathedral by the Embassy of Ukraine. It was one of a dozen
foreign countries represented at the festival, which this year featured Jamaica in its two days of festivities. Ukraine
was the featured country in 2010.
– Yaro Bihun

“Paris: the River Seine,” 1922.
Kosarev was at the center from the start. Valentyna
Chechyk’s article examines his contribution of theater art.
Tetiana Pavlova provides a fascinating insight into his lifelong interest in photography.
The artist accompanied Oleksander (Alexander)
Dovzhenko, while the latter was shooting his classic
“Earth” (Zemlia), and photographed the director at work
on the film. The resulting shots provide important insights
into how the film was made and the director’s intentions.
They also demonstrate interesting analogies between the
art of Dovzhenko and Kosarev, both of whom were fascinated by the land, the human body and ways of showing
figures in dynamic motion.
Ms. Pavlova indicates the manner in which many shots
by the director, like works by the artist, are built on convergent diagonals. The photographs also tell the stories of
now forgotten figures, such as Vasyl Khmury (real name
Butenko), who also accompanied Dovzhenko as an assistant on the film crew. A talented art and theater critic, he
was arrested in 1933 and since then disappeared from history. Kosarev’s photographs bring him, and other contemporaries, back into the frame, in this way providing intriguing new information on this era and the explosion of creativity it produced. A dozen photographs by Kosarev are
included in the catalogue, alongside stills from the film.
Kosarev’s paintings, costume and set designs, however,
are the central focus. The catalogue groups these works, providing 89 large illustrations and extensive commentary. The
overall result is a stunning visual feast, and nothing less than
an unveiling of a major page in avant-garde art history.
The publication provides a biography of the artist, and
checklists of works mentioned and illustrations discussed.
All articles and captions are given in both English and
Ukrainian. The product of a strong research team, the catalogue has been elegantly designed, making it both delightful viewing and reading.
It is a major accomplishment that adds significantly to
our understanding of artistic modernism in Ukraine. There
is no doubt that the exhibition is a landmark and will be
greeted as such when it opens in Kyiv later this year.
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Lviv City Council supports ban
LVIV – The Lviv City Council has dismissed the prosecutor’s protest against a
ban on Soviet, Communist and Nazi symbols
in the city. The decision was made on May 8
at an extraordinary session of the Lviv City
Council, which took place on the square in
front of the monument to victims of repression of totalitarian regimes. All 68 members
of the council, who came to the square, supported this decision. Тhe Lviv City Council
consists of 90 deputies. (Іnterfax-Ukraine)
Ukraine may purchase LNG from Qatar

KYIV – Ukraine is considering the prospects of purchasing liquefied natural gas
(LNG) from Qatar, said Prime Minister
Mykola Azarov during a visit to the Qatari
company RasGas in the course of his official visit to Qatar, according to May 8 news
reports. “Ukraine is working hard to diversify gas supplies and is considering the
purchase of gas from Qatar,” the head of
government said. He noted that Qatar produces a third of the world’s supply of natural gas, and cooperation with this country
is extremely important to Ukraine. At the
same time, Mr. Azarov stressed that the
current cost of Qatari gas, including deliv-

ery charges, is a third of that for imported
Russian gas. The prime minister also noted
that, in the construction of an LNGreceiving terminal in the Odesa region,
Ukraine will invite Qatari collaboration. “In
Qatar, there are interesting technological
developments, and we are going to use
them in the construction of our terminal,”
Mr. Azarov said. He also announced that
President Viktor Yanukovych will visit
Qatar at the end of this year. (Ukrinform)
Yulia’s daughter meets German minister

BERLIN – Germany’s justice minister met
with the daughter of jailed former Prime
Minister Yulia Tymoshenko. A government
spokesman said Eugenia Tymoshenko had a
private meeting with German Justice Minister
Sabine Leutheusser Schnarrenberger on May
7 to discuss her mother’s case. The visit came
amid concerns about the health of Yulia
Tymoshenko, who has been on a hunger
strike for the past two weeks after claiming
she was beaten by prison guards. Germany
has offered to treat Ms. Tymoshenko. Officials
said German Chancellor Angela Merkel did
not meet with Eugenia Tymoshenko but said
the German leader was closely following the
Tymoshenko case. (RFE/RL)
Prosecutors on Karpachova’s conclusions

KYIV – Expert opinions on the origin of
bruises on former Prime Minister Yulia
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Tymoshenko made public by former
h u m a n r i gh t s o m b u d s m a n N i n a
Karpachova are rigged, according to statements made by the Acting Procurator of
Kyiv, Serhii Sofiev, at a briefing on May 7.
“We talked to employees of the
Ombudsman’s Office, and they gave us facts
pointing to the falsification of the findings,”
Mr. Sofiev said. He noted that the office
workers were questioned during a check
into Ms. Karpachova’s statement about the
beating of the prisoner at the Kachanivska
penal colony. “It turned out that Ms.
Karpachova forced her former subordinates to acknowledge bruises as blows,
threatening them with problems in their
future employment,” Mr. Sofiev said. In
addition, the procurator said, Ms.
Karpachova had said that the evaluation of
photographs of bruises was only for internal use, but later she stated that the results
“would be a bomb for Europe.” Mr. Sofiev
also said that his office had received an
explanation from professional forensic
experts that it is impossible to draw conclusions about the nature of injuries only
on the basis of photographs, without a
physical examination. “It is only the opinion of individuals, and the probative value
of such evidence is zero,” the official representative of the Kyiv procurator’s office
said. When asked about the conduct of
searches in the Ombudsman’s Office, Mr.
Sofiev indicated that it would be possible
only if criminal proceedings were instituted. “In this case, criminal proceedings are
not instituted, so no searches are currently
being conducted by procurators,” he said.
On April 27, Ms. Karpachova made public a
photo of bruises on Ms. Tymoshenko and
an expert opinion that stated that the former prime minister was beaten at the
Kachanivska colony during her transportation to the hospital. On May 5 Ms.
Karpachova said that her former office was
searched. (Ukrinform)
Soccer fans may stage protests

KYIV – During the Euro 2012 soccer
championship, Ukrainian authorities may
face street protests by soccer fans if former Prime Minister Yulia Tymoshenko is
not provided with appropriate medical
assistance, German Foreign Minister Guido
Westerwelle told reporters on May 2.
“Politicians, athletes, media and fans will
not miss an opportunity to express their
attitude toward human rights violations in
Ukraine,” Mr. Westerwelle said. Having

No. 20
expressed his “deep concern” about the
health of Ms. Tymoshenko, the diplomat
said he proposes that the Ukrainian government transfer the former prime minister to a German hospital, “which will guarantee a good treatment.” Asked about a
possible boycott by the German government of the Euro 2012 in Ukraine, Mr.
Westerwelle said that the relevant “decision will be made when necessary.” Mr.
Westerwelle also suggested that the attitude of the Ukrainian authorities toward
the ailing opposition leader may adversely
affect the prospects of Ukraine’s accession
to the European Union. (Ukrinform)
German politician urges EU to sue Ukraine

KYIV – Philipp Missfelder, the foreign
affairs spokesman for the Christian
Democratic Union (CDU) and Christian
Social Union (CSU) parties in the Bundestag,
on May 3 called on Germany and other
European Union countries to file a complaint against Ukraine to the European
Court of Human Rights. He said that former
Prime Minister Yulia Tymoshenko is
deprived of regular meetings with a lawyer
as well as adequate medical care. “Ukraine
as a country signatory to the European
Convention on Human Rights must protect
them, but the trial of Ms. Tymoshenko, as
well as the attitude toward her in the [prison] colony, violate protections against torture and inhuman or degrading treatment,”
Mr. Missfelder said in a statement. In his
view, in the process of protecting human
rights, legal instruments can become “a
sharper sword than simple calls for a boycott” of the European soccer championship
to be held in Ukraine, which signed the
European Convention on Human Rights in
1997. (Ukrinform)
UGCC on participation in elections

KYIV – At their last synod, Bishops of the
Ukrainian Greek-Catholic Church prepared
an address to voters to be published before
the parliamentary election this autumn,
Patriarch Sviatoslav announced during his
visit to the Ivano-Frankivsk region on May
6. “The meaning of this address is very simple. First of all, we are calling on them not to
vote for parties who attempt to bribe voters, for this is corruption. Secondly, we are
calling on citizens to come and participate
in the election. Many of our people today do
not believe anymore that their vote can
(Continued on page 13)
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Religious leaders...
(Continued from page 1)

Kill” (1942), in which he underscored the
sanctity of human life and called on the
faithful to not participate in Nazi atrocities.
One of the goals of the Ukrainian Jewish
Encounter-sponsored trip was to support
efforts seeking the beatification of
Metropolitan Sheptytsky by the Vatican as
well as his recognition at Israel’s Yad
Vashem as one of the Righteous Among
Nations, a designation granted to Gentiles
who save the lives of Jews during the
Holocaust.
A 24-minute video-documentary, “Saved
by Sheptytsky,” prepared by Jurij Klufas
especially for the delegation’s tour, presented the voices of three Jews who as children
in Nazi-occupied western Ukraine were
saved by Metropolitan Sheptytsky. Oded
Amarant of Tel Aviv, Israel, Lilly Pohlman of
London, England, and Dr. Leon Chameides
of Hartford, Conn., all argued that the metropolitan must be recognized by Israel’s
Holocaust memorial, Yad Vashem.
Ms. Pohlman, who recalled how the elderly metropolitan stroked her head and said,
“Do not be afraid, child,” underscored that
Sheptytsky was “the only head of a Church
who had the courage to oppose the regime”
and that “no head of state had such courage.”
The religious leaders visited North
America on April 22-29 on the invitation of
the Toronto-based Ukrainian Jewish
Encounter, a non-governmental organization founded in 2008 to further mutual
understanding between both peoples. The
delegation – comprising Orthodox,
Catholic, Jewish, Protestant, Evangelical

NEWSBRIEFS
(Continued from page 12)

change anything. Therefore, we are asking
them not to take the election lightly for it is
not only one’s right but also a great responsibility, in particular Christian responsibility,
for one’s society and state. This is especially
true of Greek-Catholics who were always
part of the advance guard of state development,” the website of the Ivano-Frankivsk
Archeparchy quoted the patriarch as saying.
The head of the UGCC called on the faithful
to be careful and not to yield to provocations of people calling for changes in the
state by means of extreme radical steps. “A
forced scenario never built anything. On the
other hand, peace, care and responsibility
are the foundation stones upon which one
can build one’s state, social and personal

To Mama, in song
(Continued from page 7)

these precious walls. “Son, remember, son,
no matter where you are in the world,
everyone has left the svitlytsia and home,
but no one forgets [home].”
A heartbreaking song is “Pisnia pro
Matir… Posiyala Liudiam…” (A Song about
Mother) by Borys Oliynyk and Ihor Poklad.
The elderly Mama has accomplished all she
set out to do, taught the children how to
live honestly, and is quietly departing
beyond the furrow boundary in the fields
(a metaphor for dying). The children anxiously ask where she is going and plead
with her to stay: “we do not need rainbows,
nor silver or gold,” we just want you to stay.
She smiles, waves her hand, and becomes
one with the field.
Other songs mention thanking Mama for
all she did, for her love and warmth, for her

and Muslim leaders – arrived in New York
City after visiting Toronto, Ottawa and
Washington (see stories in The Ukrainian
Weekly, May 6).
The gathering at The Ukrainian Museum
was opened with a welcome from its director, Maria Shust. Adrian Karatnycky, a codirector of the Ukrainian Jewish Encounter,
then explained that the delegation’s visit
was part of a series of meetings and conferences dedicated to Sheptytsky and his role
in saving Jews, underscoring that delegation members were present in the
Canadian Parliament when a motion honoring the metropolitan was unanimously
adopted and greeted with a standing ovation by all members of Parliament and the
government of Canada.
He pointed out that his fellow co-director, Alti Rodal, is “representative of the
complexity of Ukrainian-Jewish relations,”
as some of her family were murdered by
Ukrainians while others were saved by
Ukrainians.
Also speaking at the event were
Patriarch Filaret of the Ukrainian Orthodox
Church – Kyiv Patriarchate, Patriarch
Sviatoslav Shevchuk of the Ukrainian
Greek-Catholic Church and Rabbi Yaakov
Dov Bleich, chief rabbi of Kyiv and Ukraine.
Patriarch Filaret commented that the
goal of the delegation’s visit is to improve
relations between the Ukrainian and
Jewish peoples and to prevent anti-Semitism. He commented on the group’s visit to
the Holocaust Memorial Museum in
Washington and drew a parallel between
the Holocaust and the suffering of the
Ukrainian nation during the Holodomor,
the Famine-Genocide of 1932-1933. It is
most important “to not be indifferent when

future by one’s conscious choice,” said the
patriarch. “Our Church has always been
active in social processes. However, we
never tell anyone who to vote for, and we do
not allow our clergy to participate in the
election campaign. We want to help to build
civil society. We want to be active not in
political, but in public life. The Church has
no wish to replace these public institutions
but wants to help build them in a fitting
way,” stressed the primate. Patriarch
Sviatoslav also expressed hope that
Ukrainians understand that they are the
only source of power and that the prosperity of the state depends only on them.
“Therefore, I would like our Ukraine to be
known in the world not for its political
problems or selective justice, but as an
open, civilized country where people are
able to build their future,” Patriarch
Sviatoslav underscored. (Religious
Information Service of Ukraine)
teachings, and for the memories of childhood. Then there are those about Mama’s
eyes and Mama’s hands, and Mama’s
embroidery and flowers in the garden. In
these songs, the melodies and lyrics blend
into a beautiful poetic tribute to Mama. The
poets and composers are truly talented in
their creations.
“Plyve Kacha po Tysyni” (The Duck
Swims on the Tysa River) is a folk song
from the war in Zakarpattia; it contains a
phrase that is so loving and heartwarming
that it hurts. The son, a soldier, is asking
mother not to scold him. He will die somewhere in a faraway land, and foreigners
will bury him. “Who will dig my grave?
Mother, Mamko, will you grieve for me?”
She replies, “Son, how will I not grieve for
you? You had lain upon my heart.” The
translation – I carried you in my womb –
doesn’t carry the essence of “you had lain
upon my heart.”
If we cannot express our love for our
Mama ourselves, we can always turn to song.
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Children with Brother Tymchyna at the Studite Monastery’s orphanage in Univ.
Among them are three Jewish children, Oded Amarant, Leon Chameidis and Adam
Rotfeld, who were sheltered there from the Nazis. The photo is featured in the documentary “Saved by Sheptytsky.”
we encounter evil,” he stated.
Patriarch Sviatoslav spoke of the
unprecedented nature of the delegation’s
visit, and he said the Canadian Parliament’s
tribute to Sheptytsky is “a harbinger of
something greater” – the beatification of
Servant of God Sheptytsky. He noted that
documentation was recently presented to
the Vatican about the miraculous healing of
a person in the United States through the
metropolitan’s intercession, and he asked
the Ukrainian community to pray for the
metropolitan’s beatification.
Rabbi Bleich underscored that the idea
of this historic trip – the second by the
Ukrainian Council of Churches and
Religious Organizations under the sponsor-

ship of the Ukrainian Jewish Encounter –
“is to come together around not only the
person of Metropolitan Sheptytsky, but also
his ideas.” He expressed his view that what
happened in Canada “might be a gentle
nudge to Yad Vashem.” The chief rabbi of
Kyiv and Ukraine stated: “Yad Vashem
needs Sheptytsky more than he needs Yad
Vashem. … God knows who is righteous.”
Rabbi Bleich also said that the cooperation of members of the Ukrainian Council
of Churches and Religious Organizations
“shows that we are building a new Ukraine
together.” And, he added, when we walked
in to the U.S. State Department as a group,
that was “a tremendous statement” about
the future of Ukraine.

Ділимося сумною вісткою, що 3 квітня 2012 року
відійшов у вічність на 79-му році життя
наш найдорожчий

св. п.

Ігор Мирон ВІткоВицькиЙ
Вдівець дорогої св. п. Тамари, яка відійшла у вічність два роки тому.
У глибокому смутку залишились:
донька
- Дана Деремер Вітковицька,
внучки
- Христина і Аманда з родинами,
сестри
- „Зірка“-Марія Дур та Слава Пилишенко з родинами,
шваґер
- Олексій і Пет Бачинські.
Ігор народився у Львові 4 липня 1932 року‚ в сім’ї інж. Романа та Ірини
Вітковицьких. Молодим хлопцем виїхав з родиною на Захід. Після війни
знайшовся в таборі Майнс Кастель, де продовжував навчання – спершу
в Ашафенбурґу. а пізніше – у Майнс Кастелі. Весною 1949 року вся родина приїхала до Америки і поселилася в Рочестері, Н.Й. Там Ігор скінчив
гімназію і в 1955 році отримав диплом бакалавра фізики від „University of
Rochester”. Переїхав до Вашінґтону, де скінчив „Masters” і пізніше захистив докторат з фізики в „University of Maryland”. У Вашінґтоні Ігор працював як фізик в „Naval Research Laboratory” і закінчив кар’єру як „Associate
Superintendent of Plasma Physics Division”. Опублікував в журналах багато наукових праць і видав книгу на тему „High Power Switching”. Заслужив поважну кількість рекомендацій і признань. Його вважали передовим у його ділянці експертом. Ігор належав до „American Physical Society”,
„Scientific Research Society of America” та інших професійних товариств.
Ігор одруживса з Тамарою в 1958 році, і впродовж їхнього подружнього життя тішилися дитиною і внуками, любили приймати
ширшу родину і приятелів у своїм домі. Ігор і Тамара були знані у Вашінґтоні за їхні Великодні прийняття‚ на які завжди сходилось понад 40 людей. Ігор був активний в українському суспільному житті і
в церкві. Він належав до Спілки Українських Інженерів Америки, Вашінґтонської групи „TWG” і був вибраний до управи Вашінґтонської
кредитівки. Церква була важливою частиною Ігоревого життя, і Він
посвятив багато часу та енерґії для її розвитку.
Ігор завжди був готовий грати шахи з ким-небудь, але його улюбленим заняттям була відбиванка.
Вічна Йому Пам’ять!
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Bequest from estate of Dr. George R. Rybak
awarded to Ukrainian center in Philadelphia
by Petrusia Sawchak
JENKINTOWN, Pa. – In December 2011,
a very generous bequest in the amount of
$70,000 from the estate of the late Dr. George
R. Rybak was awarded to the Ukrainian
Educational and Cultural Center (UECC) in
the Greater Philadelphia Area for the preservation and promulgation of Ukrainian
culture.
Dr. Rybak was a long-time member of
the UECC and active in many Ukrainian
American organizations for many years.
In addition to this gift to UECC, Dr. Rybak
also established a scholarship to Manor
College for tuition assistance given to
Ukrainian students and students of
Ukrainian descent who study business or
business-related courses.
According to attorney Edward Zetick,
executor of Dr. Rybak’s estate and good
friend, “Dr. Rybak was an extremely captivating man with many different interests.
He was detail-motivated, which is evident
in the legacy he left for his family and deeply devoted to the Ukrainian community.”
Dr. Rybak was the beloved husband of
the late Jaroslava (née Besborodko) and
died at his residence in Haverford, Pa., on
December 8, 2011. He was a member of the
St. Nicholas Ukrainian Catholic Church in
Philadelphia and was buried at the St.
Andrew Cemetery in South Bound Brook,
N.J.
Born in Lviv on January 27, 1921, Dr.
Rybak completed his early education in
Peremysh, Ukraine, where he graduated
from high school in 1939. He continued his
education in Vienna, obtaining a Diploma
Kaufmann undergraduate degree from the

Dr. George R. Rybak
Hochschule fur Welthandel in 1944. After
he earned his doctorate degree in trades
and economic studies at the Ukrainian
Economic College in Munich, which is part
of the Ukrainian Free University in 1947,
he was appointed as an assistant professor
at that university from 1948 to 1950 until
he immigrated to the United States.
Settling in Philadelphia in 1950, Dr.
Rybak continued his studies in economics
at La Salle University, and St. Joseph’s
University and studied finance at the
Wharton School of Business at the
University of Pennsylvania.
Dr. Rybak worked in industry for 17

years in cost accounting, account management and for a time as comptroller for the
B. Elliott Lukens Co.
In addition, he enjoyed writing about
economics-business subjects having contributed more than 700 articles in 30 years
to both the America and Svoboda newspapers and to the almanacs published by the
Providence Association of Ukrainian
Catholics in America in 1984-1985. Dr.
Rybak also wrote about the works of
Metropolitan Archbishop Andrey
Sheptytsky of the Ukrainian Catholic
Church.
An accomplished public speaker (a
member of the Toastmasters Club), Dr.
Rybak also gave numerous lectures in
socioeconomics at the Ukrainian Engineers
Society’s symposiums, organized university forums, and conducted six seminars
with other organizations at the St. Sophia
Religious Association of Ukrainian
Catholics in Elkins Park, Pa.
His avid avocation in life was collecting
badges, emblems and other memorabilia.
He had an extensive collection, which he
catalogued by themes and categories, and
displayed them 20 times at various institutions together with explanations and photographs.
Mr. Zetick said, “ The collection will be
going to the Ukrainian Museum-Archives
located in Cleveland, dedicated to the collection of artifacts (among other things)
pertaining to Ukrainian culture and the
immigrant experience.”
(Information about Dr. Rybak’s biography was provided by Alexander Lushnycky,
Ph.D., historian in locating archival materials, and Mr. Zetick.)
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Viktor Yanukovych’s...
(Continued from page 6)

I just don’t see how you can knock down
three buildings by mistake.
Indeed the entire slope resembles a war
zone. What will it look like after the alleged
renovation is complete is anyone’s guess,
but some are already starting to shudder.
The carefully constructed cobblestone
street – whose technical skill pushed floodwaters to the edges and aesthetic appearance gave the slope its historic aura – is to
be replaced by an unnamed modernity.
One can only hope they won’t use the
hideous, cheap black and brown tile that
paves the new sidewalk in front of Olympic
Stadium. I’m sure the organizers of the
Euro 2012 – Mr. Yanukovych’s Donbas
comrades Borys Kolesnikov and Volodymyr
Kovalevskyi – could have found a better
alternative considering the $5 billion that
was spent in preparation.
Sure, the Orange leaders had their fair
share of corruption, but at least they tried to
keep somewhat of a civilized façade. They
even seemed to harbor some degree of
shame about the corruption in their midst.
Some readers have rejected my negative
observations about Ukraine, stating that
they haven’t noticed anything of the sort in
places like Yaremche or Truskavets in
western Ukraine. Of course, comparing
Yaremche to Kyiv is like comparing
Kerhonkson to Brooklyn.
You can observe for yourselves what has
become of Kyiv by examining Tania
D’Avignon’s photos of the Andriyivskyi
Uzviz – (see her Facebook page) what used
to be a real-life Hill Valley.
Or you may join thousands of other
Europeans, that is, those who aren’t boycotting the Euro 2012, in determining
whether Kyiv, or other parts of Ukraine, are
becoming Viktor’s Hell Valley.
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NOTES ON PEOPLE
Named director
of Kresge Eye Institute

Awarded Mikhnovsky
Medal for service

DETROIT – Mark Juzych, M.D., M.H.S.A.,
has been appointed chair of the Wayne
State University School of Medicine
Department of Ophthalmology and director of the Kresge Eye Institute. The
appointment is effective August 1.
“Dr. Juzych has been deeply involved in
all aspects of the Ophthalmology
Department and has demonstrated tremendous commitment to our missions,
especially in the area of medical education,” said Valerie M. Parisi, M.D., M.P.H.,
M.B.A., dean of the School of Medicine. “We
can be confident that his experience with
the school and with the Kresge Eye
Institute ensures he is the ideal choice to
lead the department and the institute into
the future.”
Dr. Juzych, a professor and associate
chair of the department, succeeds Gary
Abrams, M.D., who earlier announced his
decision step down to concentrate on
teaching and patient care.
A 1989 graduate of the Wayne State
University School of Medicine, Dr. Juzych
has been recognized nationally with the
2010 Palmer Courage to Lead Award from
the Accreditation Council for Graduate
Medical Education and the 2005 ACGME
Palmer Courage to Teach Award. The
Courage to Lead Award acknowledges the
leadership and commitment of GMEdesignated institutional officials who foster
excellent environments for resident education. The Courage to Teach Award recognizes the nation’s best program directors.
Dr. Juzych is the only education leader in
the United States to win both awards.
“Having spent most of my adult life at
Wayne State University, the School of
Medicine and the Kresge Eye Institute, I am
indeed fortunate to continue to expand my
leadership roles within these extraordinary institutions,” Dr. Juzych said. “I look
forward to building upon the success of my
predecessors, Dr. Abrams and Dr. Robert
Jampel, to continue making the Kresge Eye
Institute a distinctive institution both clinically and in terms of research.”
In addition Dr. Juzych has received the
WSU Board of Governors Recognition, the
WSU Award for Leadership and Teaching
in Continuing Medical Education, the WSU
College Teaching Excellence Award, the
WSU School of Medicine Recent Alumni
Award, the American Academy of
Ophthalmology Senior Achievement
Award and the Straatma Award for
Excellence in Resident Education
(Outstanding Ophthalmology program
director). He was named Teacher of the
Year by Kresge Eye Institute residents in
2003.
After graduating from the WSU School
of Medicine, he performed an ophthalmology residency at the Kresge Eye Institute,
and served as chief resident from 1992 to
1993. He also served a glaucoma fellowship at the Wilmer Eye Institute at Johns
Hopkins University.
An interest in medical administration
led Dr. Juzych to complete a master’s
degree in health services administration at
the University of Michigan. In addition, he
studied at the Johns Hopkins University
School of Public Health and completed the
Executive Management Program of the
Wharton School of Business at the
University of Pennsylvania and the
Anderson School of Business at the
University of California Los Angeles.

KINGSTON, Ontario – Several dozen
well-wishers and VIPs gathered in the private dining room of Kingston’s River Mill
Restaurant on Friday, March 9, to honor
Danylo Luciuk, who was presented with
the Mykola Mikhnovsky Medal of Merit for
more than half a century of service in the
cause of Ukraine’s independence and ongoing commitment to the good of the
Ukrainian community in Canada.
Born in Volosiv, western Ukraine, in
1912, Mr. Luciuk was a member of the
Organization of Ukrainian Nationalists
(Bandera faction) and a political refugee
who emigrated to Canada from a displaced
persons camp near Munich in 1949.
In Kingston, along with his late wife,
Maria, he became one of the founders of
the Kingston Branch of the Canadian
League for the Liberation of Ukraine (now
the League of Ukrainian Canadians), and
served as the treasurer of St. Michael
Ukrainian Catholic Parish and later for the
Ukrainian Canadian Club of Kingston.
After welcoming remarks by Dr.
Lubomyr Luciuk, son of the honoree, and a
prayer by the Rev. Dr. Petro Galadza, the
medal was presented by Orest Steciw, president of the League of Ukrainian Canadians
aided by Dr. Oleh Romanyshyn, editor of
Homin Ukrainy, who also read a letter of

Dr. Mark Juzych
He joined the School of Medicine faculty
in 1995 after teaching at Johns Hopkins
School of Medicine. He has served as assistant dean and associate dean of graduate
medical education, and the Designated
Institutional Officer for the Detroit Medical
Center (DMC). In 2010 he was named associate chief medical officer of Revenue Cycle
for the Wayne State University Physician
Group. He also is vice-president of
Academic Affairs for the DMC.
Dr. Juzych’s service to the university and
the School of Medicine includes membership in an Institutional Review Board,
Admissions Committee, the Liaison
Committee on Medical Education, the
Dean’s Executive Council of Deans, the
Dean’s Council for Continuing Medical
Education, the Southeast Michigan Center
for Medical Education Board of Directors,
the Strategic Planning Committee,
Graduate Medical Education and the
Wayne State University Governmental
Affairs Committee. He chaired Wayne State
University Physician Group’s Practice
Standards Task Force.
For the Detroit Medical Center, Dr.
Juzych is a member of the ophthalmology
Executive Council, the Department of
Ophthalmology Credentials Committee, the
Department of Ophthalmology Advisory
Committee, the Medical Staff Operations
Committee at Sinai-Grace Hospital and the
DMC Executive Management Team. He has
been the chief of Ophthalmology at SinaiGrace Hospital since 2001.
He was co-principal investigator for the
National Institute of Health’s Ocular
Hypertension Treatment Study, and serves
as director of the Kresge Eye Institute’s
Clinical Research Unit, as well as vice-president of the Northwest Eye Foundation and
the Fund for Ophthalmic Research and
Education.
A member of the American Academy of
Ophthalmology, he also belongs to the
American Glaucoma Society, American
Medical Association, American Society of
Cataract and Refractive Surgery,
Association for Hospital Medical Education,
Association for Research in Vision and
Ophthalmology, Association of University
Professors of Ophthalmology, Residency
Program Directors Council, Michigan State
Medical Society, Michigan Ophthalmological
Society and the Wayne County Medical
Society.
Dr. Juzych is a former member of Plast
Ukrainian Scouting Organization and the
local Ukrainian sports club, and a member
of the Ukrainian Medical Association of
North America. He and his wife, Dr. Nadia
Shalauta, have four children.

Coach inducted
into Hall of Fame

NEW YORK – Steve Kovalenko, a longtime soccer player and coach active with a
variety of teams in the New York metropolitan area, as well as a member of Junior All
Stars and Semi-Pro All Stars, was inducted
into the Eastern New York Soccer Hall of
Fame in December 2011.
Mr. Kovalenko was born in Ulm, Germany,
to Ukrainian parents from the Lviv and Kyiv
regions. The family first settled in Sao Paulo,
Brazil, where he picked up his passion for
soccer. In 1961 his family moved to the
United States, and Mr. Kovalenko soon
joined his first team, the N.Y. Ukrainians, and
later played on the pitch for Chornomorska
Sitch and Yonkers Krylati.
He played for teams in Newark, N.J., and

Lu Taskey

Danylo Luciuk, recipient of the Mykola
Mikhnovsky Medal of Merit.
congratulations from Stefan Romaniw of
the Organization of Ukrainian Nationalists.
Speaking after the ceremony Mr. Luciuk
said: “I am proud to have served my community and never expected to be recognized for
it. Of course, I am deeply moved and honored to receive the Mikhnovsky Medal,
named after the father of modern Ukrainian
nationalism. I do not think one can dedicate
a life to any greater cause than the struggle
to free one’s nation from oppression.”

Hartford, Conn., as well as New York teams
such as New York Hungaria, Polonia
Greenport, the Brasilian Soccer Club, and
Juvenil Platense. Mr. Kovalenko also
enjoyed coaching at soccer camps run by
Sitch and at the Chinaglia Soccer Camp.
Mr. Kovalenko has been head coach of
the Ukrainian Sports Club’s N.Y. Ukrainians
since 1975, and the team now plays with
the Cosmopolitan Soccer League’s (CSL)
Second Division. He is also the fourth vicepresident of the CSL and chairman of its
Metro 2 Division.
In his many years of coaching, Mr.
Kovalenko has racked up an impressive list of
victories and high rankings at various tournaments throughout New York and New Jersey.
At his Hall of Fame induction ceremony,
Mr. Kovalenko said “This is an award I will
cherish forever. However, my real thanks go
to my family, especially my wife, who really
had to put up with my many absences.”

Maciw Bohdan.
The Ukrainian Division “Halychyna”
A photographic history from its founding in 1943 to its release
from captivity in 1949.
ISBN 978-617-655-002-0, Lviv 2012, 250 pages. $50.00

The Ukrainian people’s struggle during the Second World War is
still viewed through the prism of Soviet stereotypes. Caught between
the pincers of two empires - the Soviet and Nazi regimes – Ukrainians, nevertheless, sought every opportunity to attain independence
for their country.

To purchase the album please contact:
Bohdan Maciw
43 Aldercrest,
Dollard des Ormeaux QC H9A 1V1
Canada
Tel. 514-684-8212
bmaciw@Bell.net

В’ячеслав Стебницький
Аб. Скр. 65
м. Львів, 79000
Україна
Тел.: 8 050 501 3573
vmsteb@gmail.com
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Marta Tomkiw
presents

HOLODOMOR
UKRAINE’S GENOCIDE

The Biggest Lie. The Best Kept Secret
a film by Bobby Leigh
On sale at

www.Holodomorthemovie.com
or by sending a check to:
Holodomor The Movie
8306 Wilshire Blvd., #947
Beverly Hills, CA 90211

Cost of a DVD is only $24.99 plus $3.99
shipping & handling for US orders, or
$9.99 shipping & handling for orders
outside the US.
“Get it for yourself..., friends..., school...”
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Ukrainian Days...
(Continued from page 4)

The congressional offices visited included:
the Senate Foreign Relations Committee, as
well as Reps. Stephen Lynch (Mass.), Nydia
Velazquez (N.Y.), Michael Grimm (N.Y.), Nita
Lowey (N.Y.), Rodney Frelinghuysen (N.J.)
and Morgan Griffith (Va.).
In all of the meetings on Capitol Hill, the
participants of Ukrainian Days presented
members of Congress with various policy
papers on issues of importance to the
Ukrainian American community, as well as
informational brochures about the
Ukrainian Congress Committee of America,
the Ukrainian National Information Service
and the Ukrainian Genocide of 1932-1933
– the Holodomor.
Policy topics included: civil liberties violations in Ukraine; the Ukrainian parliamentary elections, the upcoming 80th
anniversary of the Holodomor and the

No. 20
Congressional Ukrainian Caucus.
To top off the successful two-day advocacy event, on Thursday afternoon, April 26,
Ukrainian Days participants, along with representatives from the Central and East
European Coalition were afforded an opportunity to attend a briefing with officials at the
National Security Council. Administration
officials provided an overview of the upcoming NATO Summit in Chicago, the visa waiver
program and the return of Vladimir Putin
as president of Russia. The collective group
agreed to meet once again following the
visit of President Putin to the United States
and the NATO Summit.
Several Ukrainian Days participants also
attended a special commemoration of the
26th anniversary of the Chornobyl nuclear
disaster at the Embassy of Ukraine.
Participating in the commemoration were
Ukrainian Ambassador Olexander Motsyk,
as well as a delegation of Ukrainian religious leaders who were in Washington for
meetings organized by the Ukrainian
Jewish Encounter organization. A short
requiem service was offered by the prelates in memory of the victims of Chornobyl.
Understanding that not everyone was
able to attend Ukrainian Days, UNIS is urging Ukrainian American community members to make every effort to meet with
their elected officials in their respective
district offices. For more information, readers may contact the Ukrainian National
Information Service at 202-547-0018 or by
e-mail at unis@ucca.org. Copies of the policy papers presented at Ukrainian Days can
be also obtained at UNIS.

Selfreliance...

(Continued from page 8)

ensuring a secure and reliable source of
funds for our local community organizations. The foundation’s exclusive mission
will be one of engagement with and support
for the community.”
Mr. Petyk went on to say, “Today, through
the hard work and prudent leadership of
our predecessors, and the strong character
of our members, the credit union stands on
a sound financial footing. We know that the
credit union wants the community to benefit from that financial strength and, with the
continued support of Ukrainian Selfreliance
Federal Credit Union, we hope to create an
endowment through which these community service goals can be realized.”
Following the announcement about the
foundation, various community leaders
gave congratulatory and supportive
remarks to the credit union for its progressive thinking and continued support of
community endeavors.
The annual meeting culminated with
special recognition of one of its long-serving
leaders. Ihor Chyzowych had announced his
retirement from the USFCU board of directors earlier this year. In his 22 years of service to USFCU, Mr. Chyzowych served as
CEO and a member of the board of directors. Mrs. Kolodij presented Mr. Chyzowych
with a Lifetime Service Award in appreciation of his many years of dedicated service
to USFCU and the Ukrainian community of
Philadelphia.
Following the annual meeting, the board
of directors held an organizational meeting
to elect the leadership positions. The 2012
board of directors includes: Ms. Kolodij,
chair; Mr. Petyk, vice-chair; Ms. Holubowsky,
secretary; Ihor Jaryj, treasurer; Christine
Shwed, Mr. Sydorak and Mr. Hrubiy, directors.
Established in 1952, Ukrainian
Selfreliance Federal Credit Union (USFCU) is
a full-service financial institution based in
Philadelphia. It has five branches in the
greater Philadelphia area and Trenton, N.J.
For more information readers may visit
www.ukrfcu.com or call 215-725-4430.
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Through May 31
Chicago

Art exhibit, “Group Show of Lviv Artists – Mykola Bagan,
Jarema Khrushch and Vlodymyr Pavlyk,” Ukrainian
National Museum, www.ukrainiannationalmuseum.org

May 16
Ottawa
May 16
New York
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May 19
Chicago

Presentation by Olya Grod, “The Odynsky Story – A 15Year Fight – Was It Worth It?” Ukrainian National
Foundation, Villa Marconi, 613-596-8188

Conference, “Assessing Ukraine/NATO Relations on the
Eve of the Chicago NATO Summit,” Ss. Volodymyr and
Olha Conference Center, www.uccaillinois.org or
773-848-6886

May 20
Baltimore

Benefit, “Fashion for a Cure,” featuring the collection of
Vito Emanuele, Juvenile Diabetes Research Foundation,
Ukrainian Institute of America, 914-400-8663 or
www.MODABenefit.com

Ukrainian folk tale and storytelling exhibit, Ukrainian
National Women‛s League of America – Branch 59,
St. Michael Ukrainian Catholic Church, 410-472-2927

May 25-27
Mississauga, ON

Carassagua: Mississauga‛s Festival of Cultures, Ukraine
Pavilion, Hershey Center – SportZone, 905-615-3010 or
info@carassauga.com

May 16-October 7 Art exhibit, “A Singular Vision: Ilona Sochynsky,
New York
Retrospective of Painting,” The Ukrainian Museum,
212-228-0110 or info@ukrainianmuseum.org

May 25-27
Ellenville, NY

Memorial Day weekend “Zlet,” Ukrainian American
Youth Association, Oselia resort, 845-6477230
or www.cym.org/us/ellenville

May 16
Ottawa

Presentation by Olya Odynsky, “WW II Ukrainian War
Criminals in Canada,” Ukrainian National Federation of
Canada, Villa Marconi, 613-596-8188 or
vkarpiak@rogers.com

May 26
Arlington, VA

Diplomatic mini-cup soccer tournament, Embassy of
Ukraine, Wakefield High School, www.mfa.gov.ua/usa/en

May 26
Oakville, ON

Golf tournament, Ukrainian Golf Association of Canada,
Glen Abbey Golf Club, 905-844-1800 or www.clublink.ca

May 18
Whippany, NJ

Summer party, Ukrainian American Cultural Center
of New Jersey, www.uaccnj.org

May 26
Ottawa

May 18
Toronto

Lecture by Valentyna Kharkhun, “Depictions of WWII
in Ukrainian Socialist Realist Literature, 1941-1943,”
University of Toronto, tarn@chass.utoronto.ca

Wine tour of Prince Edward County, Ukrainian Canadian
Businesspersons Association (Ottawa), 613-569-5552,
ext. 229 or borys.gengalo@sympatico.ca

May 26
Ottawa

May 18
Scranton, PA

Bus trip to New York City, League of Ukrainian Catholics
- North Anthracite Council, St. Vladimir Ukrainian
Greek-Catholic Church, 570-563-2275

Euro 2012 soccer tournament and festival, Ottawa White
Eagles versus Ottawa Ukraina, Ben Franklin Park West,
marclapointe@rogers.com

May 27
Peckville, PA

May 18-20
New York

Ukrainian Festival, St. George Ukrainian Catholic
Church, 212-253-2417

Pentecost Sunday, divine liturgy with blessing of graves,
Ss. Cyril and Methodius Ukrainian Catholic Church –
Cemetery Chapel, www.stcyrils.maslar-online.com

May 19
New York

Lecture by Vasyl Michael Harik, “Contributions to the
Foundations of Nanoscale Mechanics,” Shevchenko
Scientific Society, 212-254-5130

May 29-June 24
New York

Art exhibit, featuring paintings and graphics by Alexander
Masyk, Ukrainian Institute of America, 212-288-8660

May 19
Chicago

Selo Fest Concert, Ukrainian American Youth Association
– Chicago branch, lesia.drozd@gmail.com

Entries in “Out and About” are listed free of charge. Priority is given to events
advertised in The Ukrainian Weekly. However, we also welcome submissions
from all our readers. Items will be published at the discretion of the editors
and as space allows. Please send e-mail to mdubas@ukrweekly.com.

Is Your Child Or Grandchild A UNA Member?









20 Year Endowment*

Issued to persons between the ages of 0-80
For ages 0-60: minimum policy is $5,000
For ages 61-80: premium of $200 or more is required
Premiums are payable for 20 years
No premium fee
Full face amount paid at death or on maturity date at
the end of 20th year
Life insurance plan and systematic savings combined
IRS: interest is taxable during accumulation period

Endowment at Age 18*










Issued to persons between the ages of 0-10
Minimum policy size is $5,000
Premium payable until age 18
No policy fee
Full face amount paid at death or on maturity date
at age 18
Life insurance plan and systematic savings
combined
IRS: interest is taxable during accumulation period

*Not available in all states.

*Not available in all states.

2200 Route 10 Parsippany, NJ 07054
Tel: 800-253-9862 Fax: 973-292-0900

Sales – 888-538-2833 ext 3055

www.UkrainianNationalAssociation.org
facebook.com/UkrainianNationalAssociation
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Winnipeg youths honor Taras Shevchenko

Norbert K. Iwan

WINNIPEG – Members of Plast Ukrainian Scouting Organization and the Ukrainian Youth Association always remember Ukraine’s greatest poet, Taras
Shevchenko, in March. Every year – rain, snow or shine – they gather in front of his monument erected on the grounds of the Manitoba Legislature to lay a wreath
and sing the poet’s “Testament.” This tradition has been ongoing on since 1961. This year’s ceremony was held on March 10. Seen above is the Plast group.

Hartford UAYA and Plast walk the “Khresna Doroha”
by Christina Jancew Iwanik

TERRYVILLE, Conn. – On a beautiful Sunday, March 18, members of Hartford’s Plast

Ukrainian Scouting Organization and the Ukrainian American Youth Association (UAYA)
walked the Stations of the Cross at Lourdes of
Litchfield Shrine in Litchfield, Conn.

Christina Jancew Iwanik

Members of Plast Ukrainian Scouting Organization and the Ukrainian American Youth Association
come together for a group photo after prayers.

The Rev. Paul Luniw of St. Michael’s Ukrainian Catholic Church in Terryville led the
procession and prayers. This is the first time
that Hartford youth from both Plast and UAYA
joined together for such a religious event prior to
Easter.
The youths were asked to take turns at each
station carrying the cross of Jesus Christ. At
each station, Father Luniw, youths, parents and
guests prayed together, while explanations were
given at each station. When the stations were
complete, Father Luniw explained to the youths
what each bead on a rosary signified and why
Catholics pray the rosary.
“This is a wonderful way to teach our youth
about the Passion of Jesus Christ and to have
everyone, not only Plast and SUM join us in the
procession,” said Father Luniw.
With the weather being picture perfect, everyone then gathered and picnicked on the grounds
and discussed how they are looking forward
to participating again next year. It was a truly
blessed day for all who attended.
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Young ski racer competes
in Eastern Regionals
CANTON, Mass. – Fifteen-yearold Damian Kozak on March 4
placed 10th in a slalom race at the
J3 Vermont State Ski Racing Championships. That finish helped qualify
him for the Eastern Regionals held
on March 15-19 at Sugarloaf, Maine.
There, Damian was one of 85 racers from the East Coast competing
for 10 spots to the U.S. Nationals.
Damian had a 22nd place finish in
giant slalom and a 32nd place finish
in slalom.
Damian has been racing since
he was 7 years old. He currently
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Hartford school celebrates
Shevchenko, Ukrainka, Franko

races and trains with the Suicide
Six race team, where he is the top
racer for the J3 age group (13-15
year olds). Over the course of the
regular winter season, he competed
in slalom, giant slalom and super
G races, held at mid-Vermont ski
areas, including Okemo, Killington, Middlebury, Pico and Suicide
Six.
Damian lives in Canton, Mass.,
and is a member of Plast Ukrainian Scouting Organization, Boston
branch, and Ukrainian National
Association Branch 134.

Ski racer Damian Kozak.

Parish celebrates Easter
with hahilky, Easter egg hunt

HARTFORD, Conn. – On March 11 here at the Ukrainian National Home, students from
St. Michael’s Ukrainian School presented the traditional celebration of poetry of Taras
Shevchenko, Lesia Ukrainka, and Ivan Franko. The concert began with the poem “Nad
Shyrokym Dniprom” (Over the Wide Dripro), and “Zapovit” (Testament), and songs performed by the school choir under the direction of Liudmyla Yurkevycz. Students then
recited poems by Shevchenko, Ukrainka and Franko, and presented moving scenes of
their lives. The audience also enjoyed the comedy “Myna Mazailo” written by Mykola
Kulish during the Ukrainian revival of the 1930s. St. Michael’s Ukrainian School graduates, as well as current students, participated in the play under the artistic direction of
Stella Oshur. The concert concluded with the principal of the school, Ivanna Omeliach,
thanking everyone, especially the teachers, who helped to organize the event. In addition, she thanked the Ukrainian American Youth Association, Plast Ukrainian Scouting
Organization and Ukrainian Selfreliance New England Federal Credit Union for their
continuing financial support. In the photo above, Mykhailo Andriashko and Darchyk
Tereshchenko sing “Banduryste, Orle Syzyi” to musical accompaniment on the bandura
by Liudmyla Yurkevycz and the violin by Yaroslav Tereshchenko.
– Svitlana Markiw

Mishanyna
This month’s Mishanyna challenge is to find the names of places in
Ukraine you might visit, especially if you were headed there for the
Euro 2012 soccer championship or the Jubilee International Plast
Jamboree. (Look for the capitalized letters only.)
BEREZHANY
BOLEKHIV
DONETSK
HALYCH
IVANOFRANKIVSK

HILLSIDE, N.J. – On Sunday, April 15, after the 10:45 a.m. divine liturgy, the parishioners of Immaculate Conception Ukrainian Catholic Church gathered in the church hall to
watch the children perform hahilky (ritual spring songs and dances) under the direction
of Odarka Polanskyj Stockert. Father Vasyl Vladyka, parochial vicar, also performed
several unique hahilky that he learned when he was a child in Ukraine. Afterwards,
Teresa Szpyhulsky and Marta Olesnyckyj organized an Easter egg hunt for the children
on the parish grounds. In the photo above, Nicholas Shatynski is pictured as the beetle
in the hahilka “Zhuchok.” This song and dance describes a beetle that comes alive in
the spring and celebrates his festive attire by walking on a fir tree branch.
– Joe Shatynski

Let us hear from you!
The next edition of Ukelodeon will be published
on June 10.
Please send in your submissions by June 1
to staff@ukrweekly.com.

KAMIANETSPodilskyi
KHARKIV
KHUST
KOSMACH
KYIV

LVIV
MUKACHIV
RAKHIV
STRYI
UZHHOROD
YAREMCHE
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PREVIEW OF EVENTS
Sunday, May 20

216 Foordmore Road
P.O. Box 529
Kerhonkson, NY 12446
1-845-626-5641
soyuzivka@aol.com

2012

Summer
Events
May 18-20
– Journalists’ Convention
May 25 – May 28
Memorial Day weekend
Friday:
Pub Night with DJ Zorian
Saturday:
Zabava with Fata Morgana
Sunday:
Pub Night
June 4 – June 7
– Retreat
June 10 – June 15
– UNA Seniors Week
June 17
– Father’s Day
June 22 – June 24
– Official Start
of the Summer Season
– St George School
reunion & Soyuzivka
70’s Bash
June 24 – June 30
– Tabir Ptashat Session 1
June 24 – July 5
– Tennis Camp
June 29
– Tiki Deck
June 30
– Zabava to be announced
July 1 – July 7
– Tabir Ptashat Session 2
July 1 – July 14
– Dance Workshop
July 7
– Zabava with Luna

July 12 – July 15
Ukrainian
Cultural Festival
July 15 – July 20
– Heritage Camp Session 1
July 15 – July 21
– Discovery Camp
July 20 – July 22
Adoption Weekend
July 20:
– Tiki Deck – Zuki & Mike
July 21:
Zabava with Fata Morgana
July 22 – July 27
– Heritage Camp Session 2
July 22 – July 28
– Sports Camp Session 1
July 22 – August 4
– Dance Camp Session 1
July 27
– Tiki Deck – Zuki & Mike
July 28
– Zabava with Hrim
July 29 – August 4
– Sports Camp session 2
August 3
– Pub Night with Svitanok
August 4
– Dance Camp Recital (3pm)
– Zabava with Svitanok
August 5 – August 18
– Dance Camp session 2
August 11
– Miss Soyuzivka
– Zabava to be announced

WARREN, Mich.: The Ukrainian Music
Institute of America Inc., Detroit chapter, is
celebrating its 60th anniversary by sponsoring a concert of Ukrainian music. Solo, duet
and ensemble works by Ukrainian composers
will be performed by UMI students, teachers,
alumni and guests. Sponsor tickets are $25;
general admission, $15; senior citizens, $10;
students to age 18, free. The concert will take
place at 3 p.m. at the Ukrainian Cultural
Center, 26601 Ryan Road. To reserve tickets
or for more information contact Maria
Lisowsky, 248-879-8167.
Saturday, May 26

PALATINE, Ill.: The Ukrainian American
Military Association, ACT for America,
Conservative Veterans of America, Veteran
Defenders of America and the Palatine Tea
Party invite the members of the community,
veterans and patriots to a presentation,
“Freedom or Surrender,” by Usama Dakdok.
Mr. Dakdok was born in Egypt, raised in a
Christian family and studied Islamic law
before emigrating to the United States. He will

discuss Sharia law and how it is applied in
Islamic countries. This informational meeting
is free of charge and takes place at the
Palatine Library located at 700 N. North Court,
Palatine, IL 60067 at 2-4 p.m. For additional
information contact Col. Roman G. Golash
(ret.), 847-910-3532.
Saturday-Sunday, June 16-17

HORSHAM, Pa.: The popular Father’s Day
Ukrainian Fest on Sunday will commence at 1
p.m., at Tryzubivka (Ukrainian American
Sport Center, County Line and Lower State
roads). A 2 p.m. stage show will feature the
Voloshky School of Ukrainian Dance and the
Karpaty Orchestra. A “zabava” (dance) to the

tunes of the orchestra will follow. Tryzubivka
will also host the U.S. Amateur Soccer
Association National Cups (Open and
Amateur, Men’s and Women’s) Region I
Championship Tournament from 10 a.m.
through 7 p.m. on Saturday and Sunday. Some
of the best amateur soccer teams in America
will compete for the U.S. Open and Amateur
Region I Cups. There will be plentiful
Ukrainian homemade foods and baked goods,
picnic fare and cool refreshments. Admission
on Sunday: $5 for adults; free for children age
14 and under. Admission on Saturday: free.
For more info call 215-362-5331 or e-mail
eluciw@comcast.net. Website: www.tryzub.
org; Facebook: Tryzub Ukrainian Club.

PREVIEW OF EVENTS GUIDELINES

Preview of Events is a listing of community events open to the public. It is a service
provided at minimal cost ($20 per listing) by The Ukrainian Weekly to the Ukrainian
community. Items should be no more than 100 words long.
Information should be sent to: preview@ukrweekly.com or Preview of Events,
The Ukrainian Weekly, 2200 Route 10, P.O. Box 280, Parsippany, NJ 07054; fax,
973-644-9510. NB: If e-mailing, please do not send items as attachments; simply
type the text into the body of the e-mail message.

