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XXI Congress of Ukrainians in America Violence, claims of systemic fraud
discusses UCCA’s work, re-elects Olexy reported during final days of campaign
by Zenon Zawada
Special to The Ukrainian Weekly

Recipients of the Shevchenko Freedom Award (from left, holding awards) Jaroslaw
Fedun, Judge Bohdan Futey and Wolodymyr Kozicky, with UCCA National
Executive Board members (from left) Executive Vice-President Andrew Futey,
President Tamara Olexy and Member at Large Roksolana Lozynskyj, as well as
Michael Sawkiw Jr. of the Ukrainian National Information Service.
NEW YORK – The Ukrainian Congress
Committee of America (UCCA) convened its
XXI Congress of Ukrainians in America at
the Ukrainian Youth Center in Yonkers, N.Y.
with over 70 delegates, representing
numerous branches and member organizations, in attendance.
The conclave, which reviewed the
UCCA’s work during the past four years and
discussed issues facing the Ukrainian
American community, re-elected Tamara
Olexy as president. Also elected to the

UCCA National Executive Board were:
Andrew Futey, executive vice-president;
Marie Duplak, executive secretary; Yaroslav
Zaviysky, treasurer; and Stefan Kaczaraj,
chairman of the National Council.
Among the honored guests at the
September 28-30 congress were: Bishop
Paul Chomnycky of the Stamford, Conn.,
eparchy of the Ukrainian Catholic Church;
Bishop Emeritus Basil Losten of the
(Continued on page 14)

KYIV – Violent incidents and allegations
of systemic vote fraud filled the last week
of campaigning before the October 28 election in which half the 450 seats of
Ukraine’s parliament will be selected by
single-winner, single mandate (majoritarian) voting in districts, and the other half by
closed party lists (proportional voting).
Local authorities in Yevpatoriya, Crimea,
canceled a free pop concert organized by a
political candidate, causing skirmishes
between concert-goers and special forces.
Meanwhile, a candidate in the Sumy Oblast
fired a gun to fend off an attack.
Sufficient evidence exists that the government is planning systemic interference
with election observers and systemic fraud
in counting ballots, said Oleksander
Danyliuk, coordinator of the Spilna Sprava
(Common Cause) civic movement. “There
wasn’t a single voting district that gave us
our observer certificates in a timely manner,” Mr. Danyliuk said at an October 25
press conference in Kyiv.
“Even those districts that issued them
dragged it out until the last minute, when
our permanent observers couldn’t examine
voter registers to correct mistakes. Even in
those cases when permanent observers
had certificates, the absolute majority of
local election commissions denied them

the opportunity to review voter registers,
which is enough of a basis to speak of the
illegitimacy of the voting process,” he
explained.
Observer organizations, including Spilna
Sprava and Opora (Support), have reported
election observers and journalists being
assaulted or even wrongfully arrested in
the final week.
In the Kyiv Oblast town of Hostomel, two
campaigners for independent candidate
Dmytro Voitsekh were arrested on October
14 for distributing campaign fliers without
the required information, such as the printer and circulation. The campaign claimed
that all the necessary information was provided.
“Most importantly, the two people who
are considered witnesses to the ‘crime’ of
the campaigners are students of the State
Tax Service National University, owned by
Petro Melnyk, a candidate from the Party of
Regions in the 95th election district,” said
Iryna Suslova, a campaign staffer. Mr.
Melnyk is most famous for grabbing
National Deputy Iryna Herashchenko to
throw her out of a polling station in a local
election in the town of Obukhiv in March of
this year.
Police violated election laws with their
arrests, reported Opora, Ukraine’s leading
election-observing organization, which is
sponsored by Western grants.
(Continued on page 3)

Saving and sharing Ukrainian American heritage: dual themes of conference
by Anisa Handzia Sawyckyj
STAMFORD, Conn. – Ukrainian American museum executives, librarians, archivists and private collectors from
nine cities across the U.S. gathered recently in Stamford,
Conn., at a weekend conference to exchange ideas about
the present and future of Ukrainian heritage institutions in
the U.S. Thirty-two individuals from 12 different organizations shared their experiences, networked and agreed on
collective short- and long-term plans for a new consortium
of Ukrainian heritage organizations.
This year’s conference on September 14-16, hosted by
The Ukrainian Museum and Library of Stamford, was a follow-up to an initial conference organized by the Ukrainian
Museum-Archives in Cleveland, on September 16-18, 2011
(see report in The Ukrainian Weekly, November 13, 2011).
The Stamford conference addressed such broad issues
as: redefining the Ukrainian American cultural legacy;
repositioning museums as resource centers for heritage
studies; expanding outreach to both Ukrainian and nonUkrainian audiences; preparing the next generation of professionals; managing the repatriation of cultural material
to Ukraine; and rescuing family documents and heirlooms
for archival safekeeping.

There were also presentations on more specific topics,
such as fund-raising, cataloging, specialized software for
museum and archival management, website design and
digitization of library materials.
The conference began with a Friday evening welcome
reception and supper at The Ukrainian Museum of
Stamford. A tour of the museum exhibits and of the historic, late Victorian-era villa that houses the museum was provided by Lubow Wolynetz, the Museum’s curator. A visit to
the nearby Library and Research Center was conducted by
its director, Msgr. John Terlecky.
The Ukrainian Museum and Library of Stamford are
located on the grounds of the Eparchy of Stamford and St.
Basil Seminary campus.
Conference sessions began on Saturday morning, after
welcoming remarks from George Lencyk, members of the
board of directors of the Ukrainian Museum and Library of
Stamford, and the Rev. Bohdan Danylo, rector of St. Basil
Seminary, as well as the reading of a greeting from Bishop
Paul Chomnycky, eparch of Stamford.
Introduced by Ms. Wolynetz, 11 presenters spoke on a
wide range of topics. In his opening remarks, Jurij
(Continued on page 16)

Sister Natalya Stoczanyn

Some of the conferees gather in front of Stamford’s
Ukrainian Museum, a late Victorian-era villa at 161
Glenbrook Road.
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Canadian prime minister sends off
500 election observers bound for Ukraine
by Christopher Guly
Special to The Ukrainian Weekly

OTTAWA – Canadian Prime Minister
Stephen Harper attended the launch of
Canada’s short-term observer mission to
Ukraine’s upcoming parliamentary elections on October 19. “This election is pivotal for Ukraine,” Mr. Harper told the
500-member mission at their send-off.
“You will be Canada’s representatives in an
undertaking to which our government
attaches the highest importance.”
The Canadian observers were to receive
three days of training prior to covering “a
representative sampling” of Ukraine’s
33,540 polling stations on election day.
Of the 500 election observers, 430 will
form part of Canada’s independent international observation mission to be implemented by CANADEM, a 16-year-old non-profit
agency that specializes, in part, in election
observation. The remaining 80 observers
are to participate as part of the Organization
for Security and Cooperation in Europe and
the OSCE’s Parliamentary Assembly observation missions.
Most of the observers left for Ukraine on
October 20.
Saskatchewan Conservative Sen. Raynell
Andreychuk, a Ukrainian Canadian, will
head Canada’s electoral observation mission
to Ukraine as she did two years ago when
over 300 observers monitored Ukraine’s
2010 presidential election.
This year’s Canadian mission will be the
fifth to Ukraine since 2004 and one of the
largest deployments of observers that
Canada has ever sent to monitor elections
overseas.
“The bonds of friendship between
Canada and Ukraine are strong and deep,
and we are proud to support Ukrainians in
their aspirations for a peaceful, democratic
and prosperous society,” Prime Minister
Harper said.
In a statement, the Prime Minister’s
Office said that Canada and the international
community had identified Ukraine’s parliamentary election as “a key benchmark” for
the country’s commitment to international
standards of human rights, democracy and
rule of law. “This includes ongoing concerns
with the imprisonment of former Ukrainian
Prime Minister Yulia Tymoshenko and other
members of the opposition.”
Mr. Harper elaborated on that point in his
address to the observers, noting she remains
in prison as do “many others who have fallen foul of the Ukrainian government.”
He said that Canada continues to call
upon Ukrainian President Viktor Yanukovych
“to respect judicial independence, to cease
the harassment of opposition voices, and to
conduct an election that is indeed free and
fair.”
A personal connection

Ukrainian Canadians will “largely” lead
Canada’s election observer team, the prime
minister said. “Thanks to waves of immigration going back more than 120 years,
Ukraine’s sons and daughters now number
nearly a million and a quarter, or 4 percent
of all Canadians.”
“We also understand that, for you, the
situation in Ukraine remains deeply personal,” he said.
However, the composition of the mission
may be too personal for some observers,
according to an October 19 story in The
Canadian Press (CP), which reported that
many of the Ukrainian Canadians selected
have ties to the Ukrainian Canadian
Congress, “an organization that has been
highly critical of Ukraine’s governing party.”
UCC Executive Director Taras Zalusky,
who serves as the mission’s chief of staff,

told CP that 40 percent of Canada’s longterm observers have been in Ukraine for
the past two months, speak either
Ukrainian or Russian, and are able to “catch
nuance” and “understand what’s going on
in a complex political system like Ukraine.”
Controversy over delegation member

Meanwhile, a cloud hovered over one
member of the delegation.
Ontario Conservative Member of
Parliament Ted Opitz may have his own
election last year to the House of Commons
invalidated before Ukrainians head to the
polls on October 28. On October 25, the
Supreme Court of Canada will render a landmark ruling on the legitimacy of the vote in
his Toronto riding of Etobicoke Center,
which Ukrainian Canadian Liberal MP
Borys Wrzesnewskyj had held since 2004.
Three months ago, the high court held a
hearing of an unprecedented appeal,
launched by Mr. Opitz, of a lower-court ruling in May that overturned the 2011 electoral results in Etobicoke Center that found
the Tory winning the riding by only 26
votes amid procedural irregularities involving 79 ballots. The case marks the first time
the Canadian Supreme Court will have
ruled on the validity of an election result.
Should the Supreme Court uphold the
lower-court ruling, Prime Minister Stephen
Harper will have six months (following an
11-day waiting period after the House
Speaker declares the riding vacant) to call a
by-election.
Mr. Opitz is one of 10 Members of
Parliament designated as election observers in Ukraine.
Although Prime Minister Harper made
no reference to him at the send-off, Foreign
Affairs Minister John Baird told the House of
Commons on October 19 that “people are
entitled to be innocent until proven guilty”
and that the MP for Etobicoke Center is “a
man of great integrity” who works “tremendously hard for his constituents.”
Mr. Opitz also rose in the House to speak
of the observer mission to Ukraine. “Given
mounting concerns over the deterioration
of democratic conditions in Ukraine in the
lead-up to these elections, Canada is joining
other freedom-loving nations to assess the
fairness and transparency of the elections
on the ground.”
He followed his member’s statement with
a set-up question to Mr. Baird about the
Canadian government’s Ukrainian election
observer mission, which drew an outburst
from Nova Scotia Liberal MP Scott Brison.
“I find it ironic that Ted Opitz, who is
involved in election oversight controversy
in his own riding, is being sent as an
observer to another country and I allegedly
may have said, ‘Are the Ukrainians sending
in observers to Etobicoke?’” Mr. Brison
later explained to reporters on Parliament
Hill. “Many of us found it the height of
irony, if not hypocrisy, the government’s
selection of Mr. Opitz.”
MP Rathika Sitsabaiesan, who represents the Toronto riding of ScarboroughRouge River for the official opposition New
Democratic Party, said “it doesn’t make
sense” to have Mr. Opitz included on
Canada’s election monitoring team when
the Supreme Court was about to release a
ruling in his case that involved alleged
voter suppression.
Following last year’s election in
Etobicoke Center, Mr. Wrzesnewskyj cited
numerous voting irregularities, in which at
least 181 people voted twice; or were “ghost
voters” who cast ballots without having
either proper identification or having signed
a declaration attesting to their Canadian citizenship; or who were allowed to vote in
polling divisions in which they didn’t reside.
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3,797 to monitor Ukraine’s elections
KYIV – The election of national deputies
to be held in Ukraine on October 28 will be
monitored by 3,797 international observers, which is more than were registered for
the parliamentary elections in 1998,
Foreign Affairs Ministry spokesman
Oleksander Dykusarov told a briefing in
Kyiv on October 23. He added that there
would be 3,278 observers from 35 international organizations and 519 observers
from 28 foreign countries. As noted by Mr.
Dykusarov, among international observers
there is an increased interest in the political processes taking place in Ukraine. “If we
make a comparative analysis with the previous elections of national deputies of
Ukraine and the number of international
observers who took part in their monitoring, today there is an increased interest in
the political processes that are taking place
in this country. For example, the elections
in 2006 were watched by 3,516 monitors,
in 2002 by 944, and in 1998 by 411,” he
explained. (Ukrinform)
Putin hopes for impetus in relations

KYIV – Russian President Vladimir Putin
said he expects that the course for close
cooperation between Ukraine and Russia
will receive an additional impetus after the
elections to the Verkhovna Rada. He made
his comments on October 22, after talks
with Ukrainian President Viktor
Yanukovych in Novo-Ogaryovo. He also
expressed hope that the parliamentary
elections in Ukraine would ensure the further sustainable democratic development
of Ukraine. (Ukrinform)
Yanukovych on Customs Union

KYIV – Ukrainian President Viktor
Yanukovych called for the strengthening of
cooperation between Ukraine and the
Customs Union. He was speaking at the
beginning of a meeting with Russian
President Vladimir Putin in Novo-Ogaryovo
on October 22. “We are not changing our
point of view. We are supporting the
strengthening of cooperation with the
Customs Union,” he said, adding that the
deepening of these relations will be posi-
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tive for the Ukrainian economy. Mr. Putin,
in turn, said that the deepening of cooperation between Ukraine and Russia would
benefit both countries. He drew Mr.
Yanukovych’s attention to the fact that the
Russian market was a priority for a number of Ukrainian products. Among these
products, he named agricultural products,
as well as products for aircraft. (Ukrinform)
Ukraine still hopes for fair gas price

MOSCOW – President Viktor Yanukovych
said Ukraine hopes it will get a fair price for
Russian natural-gas imports. The pricing of
Russian gas has been a major irritant in
relations between the two neighbors. The
issue had been expected to be high on the
agenda of talks Mr. Yanukovych held on
October 22 in Moscow with Russian
President Vladimir Putin. The Ukrainian
president afterwards said negotiations
were continuing and Ukraine expected a
“justified and fair” pricing agreement.
Under a 10-year agreement signed in 2009,
Ukraine pays some $420 per 1,000 cubic
meters of gas. Ukrainian Prime Minister
Nikolai Azarov said earlier this month that
the price for Russian gas could be significantly reduced, by around 60 percent, if
Ukraine joined the Commonwealth of
Independent States Customs Union with
Russia, Kazakhstan, and Belarus. (RFE/RL,
based on reporting by Interfax and ITARTASS)
Ukraine, Russia sign pact on readmission

KYIV – An intergovernmental agreement
on readmission and an executive protocol
on the procedure of its implementation
were signed in Moscow on October 22 in
the presence of Presidents Viktor
Yanukovych of Ukraine and Vladimir Putin
of Russia. The agreement regulates issues
of cooperation between the two sides in
the transfer by competent bodies of the
states of individuals who entered or are on
the territory of the requesting country in
violation of immigration laws. The mechanism of the implementation of the international agreement is established by the executive protocol. (Ukrinform)
(Continued on page 12)
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While increasingly anti-Western, Russia needs foreign military technology
by Pavel Felgenhauer
Eurasia Daily Monitor

In early October, U.S. federal prosecutors
announced they had broken up a network
of Russian agents that allegedly supplied
the Russian military, intelligence agencies
and defense industry with smuggled U.S.made electronic and microchip components. A Houston company, Arc Electronics
Inc., allegedly illegally shipped some $50
million worth of electronic components to
Russia. Its executive, Alexander Fishenko,
was arrested together with seven other former Russian and other former Soviet
republic citizens. All, apparently, are today
naturalized U.S. citizens, and some also
hold valid Russian passports. Three other
suspects have avoided arrest, apparently
hiding in Russia.
The U.S. Department of Commerce
announced it blacklisted 156 foreign companies and individuals allegedly connected
to the smuggling ring. Of them, 119 are
Russian. The U.S.-made electronic components were allegedly used in military radar
and surveillance systems, in missile guidance and detonation triggers (RIA Novosti,
October 4).
Spying has for a long time been an occupational hazard in East-West relations. Spy
scandals often make the front page, but typically fade away without changing much in
the overall picture since spies are a replaceable commodity. In June 2010, a group of 10
Russian “illegal” or “sleeper” spies were
detained by the FBI in the United States and
swapped for four Russian citizens who
were serving long sentences, convicted of
being Western spies. As “sleepers,” the
agents did not engage in any illegal activity,
awaiting orders to activate, which never
came (see Eurasia Daily Monitor, July 1,
2010). One of the 10 – a redheaded beauty
named Anna Chapman – became a TV
anchor at one of Moscow’s second-tier television channels, but did not evolve into a
first-class political or news celebrity. The
rest of the “illegals” melted into obscurity,
as regular spies are trained to do.
The Russian SVR intelligence service
most likely began working on deploying a

Violence, claims...
(Continued from page 1)

The next day, Yevhenia Mateichuk, chair
of the Mykolayiv Oblast Organization of
Democratic Alliance, gave a press conference detailing her abduction by local
police, which she alleged was to prevent
her from attending an October 12 rally for
Prime Minister Mykola Azarov, who was
visiting.
“I believe my arrest was ordered so that
I couldn’t organize anything for the visit of
the leader of the Party of Regions, since the
Democratic Alliance in Mykolayiv together
with the workers of shipbuilding factory
No. 61 organized protests and mass complaint filings about the governor’s crimes
leading up to the last visits of Azarov and
[President Viktor] Yanukovych,” Ms.
Mateichuk told the press conference, as
reported by Opora.
In explaining her arrest, police first
claimed that Ms. Mateichuk was trying to
throw herself in front of a car, then claimed
that she looked similar to a criminal they
were searching for. She dismissed these
claims as absurd.
About 20 Democratic Alliance protesters
in Kyiv said they were attacked by several
dozen personal security guards of Party of

replacement of the lost assets, while the
administration of President Barack Obama
continued the policy of the “reset” in
Washington’s relations with Moscow.
The Houston arrests may have much
more serious repercussions. Arc Electronic
was clearly not “sleeping,” but allegedly collecting highly essential components for the
Russian military. If U.S. authorities are seriously intent on hampering the access of the
Russian military, defense industry and
intelligence services to American-made
microchips and other high-tech electronic
merchandise – including components
involving U.S. patents and know-how from
third countries – this may critically impede
President’s Vladimir Putin’s much hyped
multi-billion dollar rearmament program.
More than two decades after the end of

aircraft and ballistic missile defense systems require U.S.-made components. As
Rogozin confirms, the “list” of such components is approved by the Defense Ministry
and they are procured in the West with the
help of the intelligence services. Despite
the overall worsening of relations, Western
governments in recent years seem to have
turned a blind eye to growing Russian purchases of high-tech military-connected
equipment.
Last Week, Mr. Rogozin denied that the
alleged Russian agents from Arc
Electronics or other blacklisted entities
purchased anything for the Russian
defense industry illegally in the United
States. At the same time Mr. Rogozin
declared: “We thank the Americans – the
latest scandal is a reality test to those in

the Cold War, the Russian defense industry
virtually cannot produce any modern
sophisticated weaponry without Westernmade components and materials, with
some essential parts coming directly from
the United States. In October, the deputy
prime minister in charge of the defense
industry, Dmitry Rogozin, speaking at a
meeting of the governmental MilitaryIndustrial Commission, demanded that
“more must be done” to replace foreignmade electronic components used in
Russian defense production. Plans have
been enacted to develop Russian-made
electronic components in cooperation with
Belarus, but, according to Mr. Rogozin, at
present the “list of foreign-made electronic
components” allowed to be used in Russian
weapons is constantly growing and “this is
intolerable” (RIA Novosti, September 19).
A top-level source within the Russian
defense industry, speaking on condition of
anonymity, previously told Jamestown that
high-resolution radars needed for the most
modern Russian fighter jets, as well as anti-

Russia who believe in defense cooperation
with foreigners.” Plans have been drafted to
consolidate the Russian electronics industry to make the needed microchips, added
Mr. Rogozin (RIA Novosti, October 5). The
ruling Russian bureaucracy surely likes to
“consolidate assets” and build state-funded
elaborate corporations, but in most cases is
too corrupt to make them work properly or
manufacture cutting edge military products without constant Western supply and
support.
After Mr. Putin’s third presidential term
began last May, Russian policy and official
rhetoric has been increasingly anti-Western. Russia has refused full access to
Western observers to visit its strategic military exercises and adamantly refuses to
resume participating in the 1990
Conventional Forces in Europe treaty
(CFE), which Moscow abandoned in 2007.
Speaking this week in the Parliament’s
Federation Council, Foreign Minister Sergei
Lavrov accused NATO of building up forces
in Europe and running military exercises

Regions candidate Ihor Lysov. The guards
also confiscated their placards.
At the time, Mr. Lysov was involved in a
ceremony to open a new metro station in
Kyiv – a violation of election law, which forbids involving a campaign with a statesponsored event, also known as abuse of
government resources or “adminresurs.”
The protesters wanted to raise the deputy’s awareness of the lack of water and heat
in their buildings, as well as alleged illegal
confiscation of garages.
In the city of Pryluky in the Chernihiv
Oblast, campaigner Tetiana Chernysh was
attacked on October 15 for distributing fliers for Viktor Lobazov, a single-mandate
candidate of the opposition Batkivshchyna
party. Her assaulter wanted to grab her bag
of fliers.
“He grabbed a metal mailbox cover and
waved it at me,” she said, as reported by
Opora. “If I hadn’t ducked, then he would
have broken my head. Instead the blow
landed on my arm.”
In the oblast center of the neighboring
Sumy Oblast, more than a dozen young
roughs on October 19 ambushed a campaign meet-and-greet organized by Oleh
Medunytsia, a single-mandate candidate of
the opposition Batkivshchyna party.
One of the roughs tried grabbing a campaign staffer by the arm, threatening to
destroy her video camera, prompting a

shoving match and verbal spat. The same
group of hooligans has shown up repeatedly at Mr. Medunytsia’s campaign stops, acting aggressively.
“I believe that yesterday’s attempt to
physically interfere with my campaign stop
testifies to the agony of the pro-government candidate who feels his defeat,” Mr.
Medunytsia said. “They’ve begun to physically pressure my activists and team, seeking to interrupt my stops.”
In the village of Kozatske in the Sumy
Oblast on October 22, Artem Semenikhin, a
single-mandate candidate from the Svoboda
party, noticed three youths tearing off campaign fliers posted by his staffers. He
approached them to find out who ordered
them to interfere with his campaign.
They surrounded his car and one
climbed through an open window, Mr.
Semenikhin alleged, as reported by Opora.
In response, he drew a pistol and fired a
single warning shot into the air, prompting
them to flee.
Meanwhile in Yevpatoriya on October
21, city authorities, representing the Party
of the Regions of Ukraine, refused to allow
independent candidate Mykola
Kotliarevskyi to hold a pop concert as part
of his parliamentary campaign for a singlemandate seat.
About 30,000 concert-goers arrived at
the concert stadium only to see rows of

The Putin regime is rapidly transforming
into a reclusive and repressive dictatorship,
increasingly anti-Western and aggressive.

that threaten Russia. “It does not make any
sense to work together on conventional
arms control,” added Mr. Lavrov (RIA
Novosti, October 10).
Last week, speaking to Russian soldiers
based in Tajikistan, President Putin
announced that NATO enlargement is
threatening Russia and “we will build our
defense policy to cope with the threat”
(www.kremlin.ru, October 5).
Russia has also ordered the aid agency
USAID to end its operations in Russia (see
EDM, September 20). This week it became
known Russia wants to curtail the
Cooperative Threat Reduction (CTR)
Program also known as Nunn-Lugar, based
on a 1992 U.S. law sponsored by Sens. Sam
Nunn and Richard Lugar. The CTR has
spent $5 billion in Russia since 1992 to
help dismantle dangerous weapons. Now
the Russian authorities say that CTR is giving the U.S. too much insight into the
Russian military (Kommersant, October
10).
The Putin regime is rapidly transforming into a reclusive and repressive dictatorship, increasingly anti-Western and aggressive. Russian weapons, modernized with
Western help, have been exported to Syria,
Iran, Venezuela and China. Obama’s policy
of the “reset” has failed to influence Mr.
Putin’s policies in any significant way.
During the Cold War, the West initiated
the Coordinating Committee for
Multilateral Export Controls, or COCOM,
which imposed strict arms and double-use
technology embargos on Russia and its
allies. In 1996 COCOM was replaced by the
Wassenaar Arrangement – a much weaker
control regime that is not aimed against
Russia at all, since it is a full member itself.
But it is still unclear whether last week’s
arrests in Houston are a game-changer
that could develop into significant effort by
the West to again enforce stricter hightech export controls on Russia, as Moscow
fears.
The article above is reprinted from
Eurasia Daily Monitor with permission from
its publisher, the Jamestown Foundation,
www.jamestown.org.

police and Berkut special forces blocking
the entrance to the stadium, prompting
outrage and aggressive attempts to break
through the police barrier by thousands.
Arrests were made amidst the shoving
matches that erupted.
The concert was ultimately held, but had
an audience of only about 2,000 fans,
reported the Novyi Region Krym website.
Local authorities, led by City Council
Chair Andrii Danylenko, claimed the concert couldn’t be held at the stadium
because of a lack of electrical grounding, a
lack of toilets and structures that could
interfere.
In response, Mr. Kotliarevskyi said electrical grounding wasn’t needed because of
an installed generator, toilets weren’t needed because portable toilets were provided
and a stage was adequately set up on the
soccer field.
“There wasn’t any concert in
Yevpatoriya during the entire campaign,”
Mr. Kotliarevskyi said. “We fought with the
mayor nearly two months for at least some
kind of square to hold the concert, at any
time and date comfortable for him, but he
didn’t allow it. We found a commercial stadium, but he interfered there, getting a
court ban at 8 p.m. so as not to allow the
campaign concert.”
He added, “They couldn’t ensure civic
order, but they really ensured chaos.”
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Vasyl Markus, encyclopedist, scholar
UNC neuroscience community mourns
the loss of Larysa Pevny, Ph.D., 1965-2012 and community activist, 89
CHAPEL HILL, N.C. – Larysa Pevny, Ph.D.,
associate professor of genetics, member of
the University of North Carolina
Neuroscience Center, and director of the
UNC Center for Stem Cell Biology and
Regenerative Medicine, passed away on
September 30. She was a pioneer in the
fields of neuroscience and stem cell biology,
and is remembered as a brilliant, generous
and supportive colleague.
Dr. Pevny began her career at Columbia
University, where she earned her B.A. in
biochemistry in 1987, followed by a Ph.D.
in genetics in 1992. She completed her
post-doctoral training in developmental
genetics in Dr. Robin Lovell-Badge’s Lab at
the National Institute for Medical Research
in Mill Hill, London.
In 1999 Dr. Pevny was appointed as a
lecturer in developmental genetics at the
University of Sheffield, United Kingdom. In
2001 the University of North Carolina at
Chapel Hill recruited her as an assistant
professor in the Department of Genetics
and the UNC Neuroscience Center.
Dr. Pevny’s work as a graduate student
at Columbia delineated the genetic underpinnings of haemopoiesis. Her later work is
singularly important for the identification
of a gene family (the SoxB1 genes) that is
essential for the identity and functions of
neuronal stem cells. The mouse genetic
tools she developed for the study of Sox2
are widely used by laboratories all over the
world to study stem cell biology in all different organ systems. Many of the recent
landmark publications on stem cells relied
on these tools.
Her genetic dissection of Sox2 functions
in the nervous system development and in
particular on neural stem cells and the
development of the eye stood out for their
experimental rigor and elegance. Dr.
Pevny’s studies provided biomedical
researchers with an essential framework
for studying stem cells as building blocks of
the nervous system and for their use as
therapeutic tools in regenerative medicine.
Dr. Pevny was adored as a colleague in
every institution where she worked:
Columbia, Mill Hill, Sheffield and UNC. She
was passionate about promoting stem cell
initiatives at UNC. She mentored seven

by Marta Kolomayets

Dr. Larysa Pevny
Ph.D. students and several post-doctoral
fellows and clinicians. She was very well
known for her enthusiastic support and
hands-on training of her students.
Absolutely determined to give back what
she valued: education, commitment, sheer
hard work, she lectured in the Cold Spring
Harbor Laboratory’s Mouse Embryology
course for several years and then as assistant director and director from 2007 to
2011, where she trained the next generation of developmental geneticists.
She served on several panels of the
National Institutes of Health that shaped
the future of stem cell science. She was a
generous and supportive colleague for
everyone at UNC. Throughout she unassuming, driven, utterly professional, giving
more than she ever took.
Dr. Pevny will be greatly missed by her
colleagues at UNC. She is survived by her
mother, Chrystyna Pevny, her sister, Olenka
Pevny, and her brother, Taras Pevny, with
his wife, Maria. A memorial service was
held on October 6 at St. George Ukrainian
Catholic Church in New York. A memorial
at UNC will follow at a later date.
Written by University of North Carolina
faculty members and posted on the UNC
website; reprinted with permission.

CHICAGO – Vasyl Markus, a scholar and
community activist known most recently
for his work on the Encyclopedia of the
Ukrainian Diaspora, passed away on
October 15 after a long illness that left him
physically disabled, but mentally engaged
until his last days. The cause of his death at
age 89 was complications from pneumonia,
according to his family.
Funeral services were held at Ss.
Volodymyr and Olha Ukrainian Catholic
Church on October 20, and interment was
at St. Andrew Cemetery in South Bound
Brook, N.J., on October 24. He was laid to
rest next to his wife, Daria Markus, who
died in November 2008.
Dr. Markus is survived by his daughters
Taisa and Ustina, son, Vasyl Jr., as well as
grandsons Adrian and Thomas Iwashkiw
and son-in-law Lionel Iwashkiw.
Born in Bedevlia, Zakarpattia region,
(part of Czechoslovakia at that time), on
December 27, 1922, he was an avid student
and an active participant in a number of
Ukrainian youth movements. He graduated
from the gymnasium (secondary school) in
Khust in 1943 and began studying Slavic and
Latin at Budapest University. In mid-1942,
he was arrested by Hungarian authorities for
his membership in the youth movement of
the Organization of Ukrainian Nationalists,
but was amnestied later that year.
In 1945, he left his beloved Ukraine and
settled in Munich, where he continued his
studies in Slavic lingvistics and pedagogy,
completing a doctorate at the Ukrainian
Free University; he complemented his education at the University of Fribourg in
Switzerland, where he received a licentiate
in law and political science.
From Switzerland, he moved to France,
where he successfully defended his doctorate, “International Relations of the
Ukrainian SSR and its Status in
International Law, 1918-1923,” at the law
faculty of the University of Paris.
As a young student, he became a founding member of Ukrainian Student Association
of Mykola Michnowsky (TUSM) and later
the head of the Central Union of Ukrainian
Students. He served as editor-in-chief of
the magazine Phoenix. He was also
involved in the Organization of Ukrainian
Nationalists in exile and was a member of
the Ukrainian Supreme Liberation Council.
A member of Plast Ukrainian Scouting
Organization, Dr. Markus was a founding
member of the fraternity Orden
Khrestonostsiv (Order of the Crusaders),
where he was knighted as “Sir Robinson,”
due to his extensive travels.
From his days as a young scholar he took
an interest in encyclopedic work, laboring
over the “Encyclopedia of Ukrainian Studies”
in Sarcelles (1952) under the supervision of
Prof. Volodymyr Kubijovic. This assignment
marked the beginning of his long association
with the Taras Shevchenko Scientific Society.
He went on to work with the Englishlanguage “Ukraine: A Concise Encyclopedia”
and the “Encyclopedia of Ukraine,” Volumes
1 and 2 (1981-1986). But it was in 1988 that
he began the Herculean task as editor-inchief of the Encyclopedia of the Ukrainian
Diaspora. To date, three books of the
planned seven volumes have been published.
“With his passing, closes the epoch of
great founders-luminaries of Ukrainian
encyclopedic studies in the diaspora,” wrote
Bishop Borys Gudziak in his letter of condolence. He was befriended by Prof. Markus
while the bishop was a young seminarian
studying in Rome.

Jaroslava Kuchma-Babij

Dr. Vasyl Markus at work on the
Encyclopedia of the Ukrainian Diaspora.
“It may have seemed that he was an
absent-minded professor, but he was very
organized in his own way. If you asked for a
document, he could tell you exactly what
book it was located in, what color the book
was, what shelf it was on and what page to
turn to,” recalled Nadia Zajac, the administrator of the Encyclopedia of the Ukrainian
Diaspora.
Prof. Markus emigrated to the United
States in December of 1958 and taught
Slavic studies and the Russian language at
the University of Notre Dame in South
Bend, Ind., for several years before moving
to Chicago, where he joined the faculty of
Loyola University in 1962, teaching political
science until 1990. His affiliation with
Loyola also took him to Rome several times,
where he taught at the University’s Rome
Center (1966, 1972, 1977 and 1982.)
In Rome, he and his wife, Daria (whom
he married in 1960), became confidantes in
Patriarch Josyf Slipyj’s circle and worked
closely in the patriarchal movement. Prof.
Markus was also the director of the Rome
summer school at the Ukrainian Catholic
University in 1985-1988 and the director of
the Chicago branch of the Ukrainian
Catholic University from 1973 through the
early 1990s.
In Chicago he was one of the co-founders of the Ss. Volodymyr and Olha
Ukrainian Catholic Church in 1968. He was
a tireless community organizer, establishing the Academic Club in Chicago in the
early 1960s, being an energetic member of
the Friends of the People’s Movement of
Ukraine (Rukh) in the early 1990s and Club
500, an organization that helped establish
a Ukrainian Consulate in Chicago.
In the 1990s he traveled often to Ukraine
and enjoyed visiting the Carpathian
Mountains, where he had spent his youth.
His wife’s work as the first director of the
IREX office in Kyiv allowed him to spend
time in his native homeland, where he was
named an international member of the
Academy of Sciences of Ukraine. In 2008 he
was awarded the Presidential Order of
Merit (third degree) by Viktor Yushchenko.
Dr. Markus was a member of the
Ukrainian Academy of Arts and Sciences. He
was a frequent contributor to the journal
Patriarchate, as well as the newspaper
Svoboda and the literary magazine
Suchasnist, and a commentator for Radio
Liberty and Voice of America.
In lieu of flowers, the family asks that
donations in his memory be made to the
Ukrainian Catholic Education Foundation,
2247 W. Chicago Ave., Chicago, IL 60622.
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Reuters: Klitschko seen
as presidential contender
Ukrinform

KYIV – WBC world heavyweight champion Vitali Klitschko is already being seen
as a potential contender against incumbent
President Viktor Yanukovych in the presidential election in 2015, according to a
Reuters story about Mr. Klitschko after the
publication of results of a sociological study
which revealed that the UDAR party beat
the united opposition in rankings of public
support and took second place after the
Party of Regions.
“And commentators are already seeing
Klitschko – projecting an honest ‘big-man’
image that sells well in the former Soviet
republic – as a potential contender to rival
Yanukovych for the presidency,” reads the
article.
“Klitschko, almost two decades in the
fight-game, made his money fairly, most of it
outside Ukraine and – quite literally – with
his own hands. With this background he is
an attractive alternative to people angry, but
powerless, in the face of cronyism and corruption, the wealth gap and the constant
sniping between the ruling party and the
traditional opposition,” Reuters wrote.
Reuters provided the estimates of several Ukrainian political analysts. “If you compare him with other leaders of the opposition, Klitschko wins out: he is new, he fulfills all the requirements of the Ukrainian
hero – big, handsome, manly,” said the
director of the Kyiv Center for Political and
Conflict Studies, Mykhailo Pohrebynsky.
According to the article, in Ukrainian
politics, personalities and image count for
more than programs and the image of
Arseniy Yatsenyuk, a bespectacled, balding
intellectual who heads the United
Opposition, stands in stark contrast with

that of Klitschko.
“Yatsenyuk, unlike Klitschko, is perceived as a ‘Mummy’s boy,’ someone who
talks a lot but says nothing, a populist,” Mr.
Pohrebynsky said. An absence of experience counts heavily against him, some say.
“He is not ready for high political roles... yet
he is effectively becoming pretender for the
No. 2 post [prime minister] in the country,”
Mr. Pohrebynsky added.
The director of the Penta Center for
Political Studies, Volodymyr Fesenko, said
that “Klitschko is being well received now
as a leader.” “The electors see in Klitschko
the new opposition. Klitschko is perceived
as the new symbol of hope. The voters
need a ray of hope and for oppositioninclined voters Klitschko is the bright spot,”
he added. Mr. Fesenko also warned that the
leader of the Ukrainian Democratic
Alliance for Reform (UDAR) should recall
the sad experience of former Ukrainian
President Viktor Yushchenko.
But in an interview with Reuters in his
Kyiv office, Mr. Klitschko dodged a question
on whether he sees himself as a possible successor to President Yanukovych, now halfway
through his five-year term. “I have not asked
myself that question,” Mr. Klitschko said.
The article notes that the boxing champion faces a bruising challenge to survive in
the arena of Ukrainian politics where most
punches are below the belt. “In two
decades in the ring, he was known not only
for his high knock-out rate, but also his
patience in probing weaknesses in his
opponent’s defenses before landing the
killer punch. He will have to show much
the same cold-blooded stealth in the
swamp of the Ukrainian parliament if he
has aspirations of going for the presidency
in 2015,” Reuters wrote on October 10.
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RISU director speaks
on church and elections
WASHINGTON – Can bishops and clergy
publicly support candidates in Ukrainian
elections? May priests run for office? Do
they? These are some of the questions
addressed by Taras Antoshevsky in a lecture at Washington’s U.S.-Ukraine
Foundation on October 15.
The director of the Religious
Information Service of Ukraine (RISU), Mr.
Antoshevsky has lectured on religious history as well as journalism. The event was
opened by Andrii Bihun, president of The
Washington Group; Andrew Sorokowski
introduced the speaker.
Mr. Antoshevsky outlined Ukraine’s
highly diverse religious landscape, where
no one Church or religious organization is
dominant. He then summarized the history of Church-state relations in the country,
concentrating on the period since independence.
The speaker turned next to the October
28 parliamentary elections. While the
Ukrainian Orthodox Church – Moscow
Patriarchate and the Ukrainian GreekCatholic Church have forbidden their clergy to run for office, some clerics of these
Churches, as well as of the Ukrainian
Orthodox Church – Kyiv Patriarchate, have
directly or indirectly supported political
candidates. Moreover, individual clerics
have run for local political office.
Such unsanctioned activity, the speaker
pointed out, can weaken the Churches’
internal discipline and contribute to secularization. Meanwhile, political parties and
individual candidates continue to solicit
the Churches’ support.
Responding to numerous questions
from the audience, Mr. Antoshevsky provided statistics on religiosity in Ukraine,

Taras Antoshevsky

Yaro Bihun

and discussed proselytism by American
religious organizations such as the Church
of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints
(Mormons).
The Religious Information Service of
Ukraine (RISU), based at the Ukrainian
Catholic University in Lviv, provides up-tothe-minute information on religious life in
Ukraine. It features not only the GreekCatholic and Orthodox Churches, but also
Roman Catholic, Protestant, Jewish, Muslim
and non-traditional religious communities.
Mr. Antoshevsky’s talk was sponsored
by the District of Columbia chapter of the
Shevchenko Scientific Society, The
Washington Group of Ukrainian-American
professionals and businesspeople, and the
U.S.-Ukraine Foundation.
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Mr. Yanukovych goes to Moscow, again

Ukraine’s parliamentary elections are on for October 28 and what does Ukraine’s
president do? Six days before the voting, Viktor Yanukovych pays a working visit to
Moscow and its president-turned prime minister-turned president, Vladimir Putin. He
was there, according to various news reports, primarily to talk about “energy issues”
and continued “political dialogue.” But we know precious little about what was actually discussed. (Does anyone seriously doubt the Ukrainian elections were on the agenda? Some commentators even suggested that Mr. Yanukovych went to Mr. Putin for
“moral support” before the voting.) Even the Russian website Pravda.ru pointed out:
“No other meeting between the two leaders was prepared in such a hurry. Ten days
ago there was no information about it, and a week before the meeting the first reports
were accompanied with the following words: “According to a well-informed source in
the Presidential Administration of Ukraine who said in confidence...”
According to news reports on the Ukrainian president’s website, agreements
were reached on readmission (cooperation on the deportation of illegal migrants)
and cooperation on industrial production, and Mr. Yanukovych emphasized Kyiv’s
“desire to maintain high dynamics of political dialogue, particularly at the highest
level.” There was no agreement on either gas prices or the Customs Union, but Mr.
Yanukovych nonetheless said that “Negotiations on gas issue are in progress and we
expect to get a fair formula of gas price for Ukraine.” He also expressed his “confidence” that “deepening cooperation with the Customs Union is beneficial for our
producers.” Readers will recall that Russia has been pressuring Ukraine to join the
Customs Union and that Prime Minister Mykola Azarov of Ukraine has repeatedly
stated that Ukraine could count on paying $160 per thousand cubic meters of gas,
instead of the current $450, if it joins the Russian-led Customs Union.
More negotiations on the gas price are expected in November. Perhaps President
Yanukovych will have “more flexibility” after the elections…
It is also important to remember, as Alexander Motyl and Rajan Menon wrote on
the Foreign Affairs website on October 23, that Ukraine’s stalled movement toward
the European Union benefits Russia. “Moscow has always been leery about the prospect of Ukraine’s westward political and economic turn. The Kremlin made no secret
of its unhappiness with the DCFTA [Deep and Comprehensive Free Trade
Agreement] and the Association Agreement; both threaten to reduce Ukraine’s economic dependence on Russia and thus Moscow’s leverage over Kyiv. Now that
Vladimir Putin has returned to the presidency, it is a safe bet that Russia will work
even harder to keep Ukraine within its sphere of influence. Ukraine’s economic
problems and political isolation from the West make Moscow’s mission easier.”
RFE/RL quoted a Kyiv-based political analyst, Yuriy Ruban, as saying that RussiaUkraine relations have boiled down to a virtual ultimatum. “Moscow will not discuss
anything else with Kyiv until Ukraine joins the Customs Union,” RFE/RL reported. “And
that demand, he [Mr. Ruban] says, is driven by Russia’s desire to dominate Ukraine
politically and economically. “ The analyst says, “The very existence of Ukraine as an
independent country is viewed – to use Vladimir Putin’s words [in describing the
downfall of the USSR] as ‘the biggest geopolitical catastrophe of the 20th century.’
Russian policy is oriented toward rebuilding the ‘Russian world,’ [Russkii mir].”
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Turning the pages back...

Two years ago, on November 2, 2010, following the local elections in Ukraine held on October 31, 2010, the National
Democratic Institute (NDI) issued a statement critical of
Ukraine’s local elections.
The statement said the NDI’s ongoing assessment of the election environment in Ukraine, along with that of Opora, the largest
independent election monitoring organization in Ukraine, said the election atmosphere
was marred by mistrust and said the new local election law fostered confusion. Legislative
and political issues, and interference by state authorities have had a negative impact on
public confidence in Ukraine’s electoral process. Opora did note that the voters’ lists were
improved since the presidential election.
The Verkhovna Rada rushed to pass flawed election laws in July, with some amendments made in August in response to domestic and international concerns, but problems
persisted related to timing and content, combined with the shortened campaign period,
creating more confusion. The law resulted in the creation of election commissions on
which the parties of the ruling coalition had a disproportionately large representation and
leadership roles, which raised doubts as to the impartiality of the commissions.
Observers also reported that law enforcement and security authorities pressured candidates not to run and observers not to monitor; election officials barred or removed candidates from the ballot and refused accreditation to credible citizen observers on spurious
grounds; and prospective voters were subjected to intimidation and bribery. There was little evidence that the authorities had conducted rigorous inquiries into complaints of such
violations, NDI stated.
During a visit to Donetsk after the elections, President Viktor Yanukovych said, “There
were almost no systemic violations. This was pointed out by both international observers
and law enforcement agencies.” But he did note that there were problems related to imperfections in the legislation.
Our Ukraine considered the elections to be valid, stated former President Viktor
Yushchenko, the party’s chairman. Other opposition parties wanted probes into the elections, and claimed there were massive fraud and irregularities in the election of the Lviv
and Kyiv oblast councils, and the city councils of Lviv, Ternopil and Luhansk.
These elections were seen as a test of the new administration’s commitment to democratic reforms, the NDI stated. President Yanukovych pledged repeatedly that the elections
would be democratic, abuses of states resources and violations of the law would not be tolerated, and state authorities would be held accountable for conducting a fair and transparent process.
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(Continued on page 18)

With national democrats ruined,
Kremlin succeeds in marginalizing UPA
KYIV – The more I write about politics
under President Viktor Yanukovych, the
more I refer to “The Godfather” films to
draw an analogy. Perhaps it’s no coincidence that many situations mirror the
scenes played out in these films.
A current scenario reminds me of the
scene in “The Godfather: Part II” in which
Michael Corleone is faced with imprisonment and is discussing his options of evading incarceration with his closest advisors.
“Roth played this one beautifully,”
Michael’s stepbrother Tom Hagen tells
him, referring to how Michael appeared
trapped by his rival.
Indeed, the Kremlin has played
Ukrainian politics beautifully in the last
eight years. It has done a masterful job in
manipulating the various players in its
own interests following its humiliation in
the 2004 Orange revolts.
The latest evidence was this year’s
October 14 commemoration in Kyiv of the
70th anniversary of the formation of the
Ukrainian Insurgent Army (UPA).
In previous years, particularly between
2005 and 2008, this event drew a diverse
array of supporters from various parties
and organizations in Ukraine’s pro-Western camp. Former President Viktor
Yushchenko set it on a path towards
becoming a mainstream holiday accepted
by the majority of Ukrainians.
This year, however, the event was entirely dominated by the Svoboda nationalist
party. There was no other party represented at this annual commemoration, which
used to draw a heavy presence of other proWestern parties, including Batkivshchyna,
Our Ukraine and For Ukraine.
Only a few national deputies of the
Batkivshchyna party came on an individual
basis, including Andrii Shevchenko, Andrii
Pavlovskyi and Kyiv City Council Deputy
Oleksander Bryhynets.
This scenario is the Kremlin’s dream
come true. They must have been popping
champagne corks of “Sovietstkoye
Shampanskoye” that evening.
The Kremlin’s goal has been to marginalize to the fullest extent the Ukrainian
Insurgent Army (UPA) and its supporters
as nationalist extremists with no claim to
the political and cultural mainstream,
which is to remain territory reserved for
the Red Army and, more deeply, myths
about 350 years of Russian-Ukrainian
unity.
Allowing Svoboda to monopolize the
holiday, as well as dominate the political
scene in western Ukraine, fulfills that goal.
Critical to that was the destruction of
the national democratic movement in
Ukraine, which will become a historical
relic on October 28.
What began as Ukraine’s second-most
powerful political party (behind the
Communists), the People’s Rukh
(Movement) of Ukraine transformed into
the Our Ukraine bloc, an umbrella of several pro-Western political parties united by
the Yushchenko presidency.
The umbrella was flipped inside-out
when President Yushchenko decided he
was better off warring with former Prime
Minister Yulia Tymoshenko rather than
finding common ground with her.
The Kremlin saw the ambitions
between the two leaders and manipulated

them perfectly, particularly in courting Ms.
Tymoshenko and cutting natural gas
arrangements with her – some of which
are still unknown to this day – behind Mr.
Yushchenko’s back.
Mr. Yushchenko wanted to protect his
money and his own natural gas arrangements, but couldn’t see the forest for the
trees. Destroying Ms. Tymoshenko meant
destroying not only his own future, but
that of his political movement, which
included the goal of replacing Soviet culture with Ukrainian culture.
The national democrats offered the
hope that ethnic Ukrainians would one day
embrace their own history and take it into
the cultural mainstream.
With the national democrat movement
in ruins, its supporters have scattered in
two directions – towards the populists represented by Batkivshchyna and the
Ukrainian Democratic Alliance for Reform
(UDAR) and towards Svoboda nationalists.
The populist parties don’t have the conviction to defend Ukrainian culture, which
requires a fierce sacrifice battling against
70 years of Soviet indoctrination, centuries
of Russian imperialism and 20 years of
post-Soviet inertia. They’re far too concerned about the poll numbers.
Therefore, full responsibility for the
defense and rejuvenation of Ukrainian history has fallen on the shoulders of the
nationalists, who are in the mainstream in
western Ukraine but remain out of the
mainstream even in the central regions of
Kyiv and Zhytomyr, not even considering
southeastern Ukraine.
This gambit – replacing the national
democrats with nationalists – is a major
step in the Kremlin’s long-term goal of
marginalizing western Ukraine – and with
it the Ukrainian language, history and culture – from the rest of Ukraine’s regions.
At the forefront of this effort is Viktor
Medvedchuk, who chose Russian President
Vladimir Putin as the godfather to his
daughter Daria. Her godmother is Svetlana
Medvedeva, the wife of Russian Prime
Minister Dmitry Medvedev.
This year he launched the Ukrayinskyi
Vybir (Ukrainian Choice) civic movement
that calls for the federalization of Ukraine.
Billboards promoting Ukrainian Choice
appeared in virtually every Ukrainian city
calling for popular referenda in deciding
key political problems.
For all the trouble they caused in the
Arab world, the neoconservatives under
former U.S. President George W. Bush did a
super job in thwarting Russian influence
from neighboring states.
The Russian government has regained
the upper hand in places like Georgia and
Ukraine now that the administration of U.S.
President Barack Obama has backed down
through its re-set policy.
There is little to indicate that the U.S.
will regain the upper hand anytime soon
following the disastrous Yushchenko presidency and the destruction of the national
democrat movement.
In the meantime, the rise of the Svoboda
nationalists is a blessing to the Party of
Regions and the Kremlin, both of which are
suspected, but never proven, to have
financed it.
(Continued on page 18)
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

I enjoy reading the well-written columns by Andrew Fedynsky, but knowing
his political leanings I approached the
“For Obama” column with some apprehension, hoping that he would present a
well-balanced view of our president.
However, there are some glaring omissions about this president and I just wanted to bring up some facts that may be
important to consider before the election.
The background of this president is
still questionable and his associations and
mentors have included a roster of sleazy
characters. His current supporters
include the unions (with all their agitators), Planned Parenthood with their
“abortion advisors,” and new ACORN-type
organizations. His political career had
been short (he passed no legislation), his
business experience was non-existent
and his Nobel Peace Prize was received
for no accomplishments.
President Obama has the government
taking over control of major portions of
our economy (the health care system, the
auto industry, etc.), is investing billions of
our tax dollars in companies that continue to go bankrupt (Solyndra, A123), has
increased the number of food stamp
recipients to 47 million, is escalating our
national debt at a breathtaking rate (a
debt that our children and grandchildren
will be repaying for years to come and
may actually cause our country to go
bankrupt) and has shrouded some major
developments with lies and misinformation (Fast and Furious, the attack at
Benghazi).
Most troublesome, of course, is the fact
that, if he is elected again, he will have no
restraints in accelerating the “change,”
destroying the greatest country of our
time and changing the Christian foundation of our society. And, I wonder just
what he meant by his comment to Dmitry
Medvedev to tell Vladimir Putin that he
will have “more flexibility” after the election? We can’t afford four more years of
this president.
Ihor Zachary, M.D.
Cleveland

We readers can
think for ourselves
Dear Editor:

Thank you to The Ukrainian Weekly for
printing Roman Solchanyk’s letter
(October 7). Thank you, Roman Solchanyk,
for your letter verbalizing what many are
thinking and the feelings of the thinking
left and independents.
Yes, there are many of us. And yes, we
do have brains and can think for ourselves
on many sides of an issue. Dr. Myron
Kuropas’ right leanings have appeared in
previous issues. Why does he assume that
anyone who disagrees with him is an
idiot?
With the Ukrainian diaspora growing
and becoming more aware and more educated, we are able and willing to follow
and study issues, but with an open mind. I
hope he will be able to do so in the future.
Halia Pushkar
Coos Bay, Ore.
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FOR THE RECORD

No to four more years Fedynsky for Obama,
for Barack Obama
Obama for Russia

Dear Editor:
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Dear Editor:

I am writing in response to the Andrew
Fedynsky column “For Obama” (October
14).
I could write several pages discrediting
the points Mr. Fedynsky made on domestic
issues. However, my focus will stay on foreign policy specifically related to Ukraine.
Mr. Fedynsky is disingenuous when it
comes to the Republican record towards
Ukraine. Ronald Reagan did more than
“challenge” the Soviet Union. Through his
policies he brought down the Soviet Union,
and Ukraine is free today thanks to his
courage. All that time, Mr. Fedynsky’s
Democratic friends in Congress fought
against President Reagan’s foreign policy
and even insisted that the Soviet Union was
not a threat. Mr. Fedynsky also failed to
mention our last Republican President
George W. Bush, who was able to help and
support the Orange Revolution.
Now let’s get to the Obama policy.
Although he has done little directly with
Ukraine, his Russian policies have had a
terrible impact. President Barack Obama
has stated that he wanted a “reset” of relations with Vladimir Putin. Earlier this year
he told outgoing Russian President Dmitry
Medvedev he would have “more flexibility”
after the election. President Obama is referring to a missile shield that President Bush
promised both Poland and the Czech
Republic in order to defend themselves
against Russia. The shield is something that
has angered Mr. Putin for years, and he has
demanded that plans to build it be halted.
Ukraine will only be a pawn to give away to
Mr. Putin after all is said and done. If
Poland is being threatened, then Ukraine is
in even worse shape.
What has President Obama done to help
Yulia Tymoshenko? His response to this
outrage is a hint of how he will handle any
aggressive action by Russia.
Meanwhile, Mitt Romney has correctly
called Russia a geopolitical foe of the
United States. How did the Obama camp
respond? Vice-President Joe Biden stated
that Gov. Romney is living in the Cold War
era and that Russia is a great partner.
President Putin went out of his way to criticize Mr. Romney and praise President
Obama. How much clearer should it be for
Ukrainian Americans who to vote for if Mr.
Putin, an enemy of Ukraine, endorses Mr.
Obama? How is it that many Ukrainian
Americans still support President Obama?
Stefko M. Kuropas
Schaumburg, Ill.

We welcome your opinion

The Ukrainian Weekly welcomes letters
to the editor and commentaries on a variety of topics of concern to the Ukrainian
American and Ukrainian Canadian communities. Opinions expressed by columnists, commentators and letter-writers are
their own and do not necessarily reflect
the opinions of either The Weekly editorial staff or its publisher, the Ukrainian
National Association.
Letters should be typed and signed (anonymous letters are not published). Letters are
accepted also via e-mail at staff@ukrweekly.com. The daytime phone number and
address of the letter-writer must be given
for verification purposes. Please note that a
daytime phone number is essential in order
for editors to contact letter-writers regarding
clarifications or questions.
Please note: THE LENGTH OF LETTERS
CANNOT EXCEED 500 WORDS.

Regression in Ukraine
and the U.S. response
Following are excerpts of closing remarks
by Tamara Olexy, president of the Ukrainian
Congress Committee of America, at the
“Ukraine’s Quest” roundtable in Washington
on September 20.
…over the past two years we have seen a
significant regression in democratic practices within Ukraine. Although the
Ukrainian American community shares a
common commitment to Ukraine’s success
and embraces the hope that Ukraine develops into a truly independent, sovereign
state with strong democratic institutions
and a prosperous free market economy, we
are alarmed and deeply troubled by the
increased number of anti-democratic policies and events in today’s Ukraine.
Under [Viktor] President Yanukovych’s
leadership we have witnessed the use of
criminal law to serve political ends – political opponents have been arrested and
jailed, numerous journalists have been
harassed, freedom of the speech has been
curtailed, civil liberties have been quelled
and Ukraine’s state language and national
identity have been compromised. As a
result of such deliberate national and
human rights violations, the country’s
ongoing transformation into a modern
European democracy, which respects the
rule of law and honors its history, has been
threatened. Without adhering to the rule of
law and democratic norms, Ukraine will
never be accepted and truly integrated into
the community of democratic nations.
… Ukraine finds itself at a pivotal point
in its existence: should it reverse course
and implement truly democratic reforms to
allow it to continue its pursuit of closer ties
with the Euro-Atlantic community, or
should it maintain its current course and
thus allow itself to fall backwards and
return to Russia’s sphere of influence, or
even worse – become a pariah state?

This being said, I believe that it remains
in the national interests of the U.S. and the
EU that Ukraine develop as a stable, independent, democratic, market-oriented
state. With a landmass equal to that of
France, a population of almost 50 million, a
location at the crossroads of Europe and
Asia, Ukraine’s geopolitical placement is
strategically important to the Euro-Atlanic
Community and the European continent
specifically; and for that reason alone
Ukraine deserves our attention. But more
importantly, its people deserve support –
with the proper assistance and encouragement, the U.S.-Ukraine and the EU-Ukraine
partnerships would develop into positive
symbiotic relationships…
Understanding that Ukraine alone must
make significant changes – it must tackle
corruption, reform politically, expand democratic practices such as the rule of law,
diversify its energy resources, to name a
few – the U.S. and European Union should
also offer support. First and foremost, the
U.S. and the EU must use their political
influence and make it abundantly clear that
if Ukraine wants to join the Euro-Atlantic
community it must adhere to international
norms and democratic principles. The
upcoming parliamentary elections slated
for October 28 offer a critical test for the
government to demonstrate its commitment to democratic principles. …
In light of these issues, I believe that the
U.S. should:
1. provide adequate funding for civic
organizations/the NGO community, to help
educate the citizens about democratic ideals and principles;
2. intensify programs to support a
robust and independent media in Ukraine
by promoting civic education programs in
that realm; and
3. increase the number of people-topeople exchanges/programs to help groom
the next generation of Ukrainian leaders. …

IN THE PRESS: U.S., EU leaders
on Ukraine’s parliamentary elections
“Ukraine’s Troubling Trends,” commentary by Hillary Rodham Clinton, U.S. secretary of state, and Catherine Ashton, the
high representative of the European
Union for foreign affairs and security policy, published in The New York Times on
October 24 and in The International
Herald Tribune on October 25:
…Ukraine now stands at an important
juncture. Many of its neighbors in
Central and Eastern Europe have shown
the world what can be accomplished in
terms of democratization and economic
prosperity. Ukraine has the capacity to
do the same. Important steps now have
to be taken by the Ukrainian government to fulfill its full potential.
…Ukraine’s parliamentary elections at
the end of this month will be an important bellwether for the state of these
institutions. At the moment, there are
some worrying trends, as confirmed by
the latest interim report by the election
observation mission of the OSCE’s Office
for Democratic Institutions and Human
Rights.
We are concerned about reports of the

use of administrative resources to favor
ruling party candidates and the difficulties several media outlets face. Similarly,
we are concerned about the continuation
of the practice of the Central Election
Commission holding closed pre-session
meetings and the lack of representation
of some political parties on district and
precinct election commissions.
Distribution of material or financial benefits to voters is another issue that
should be investigated and halted.
We regret that the convictions of
opposition leaders during trials that did
not meet international standards are
preventing them from standing in parliamentary elections. …
The United States and the European
Union are doing their part for a free and
fair election, supporting election observers and helping to train election officials,
encourage voter education and protect
the rights of candidates and voters.
But these are not the European
Union’s elections or America’s elections.
They are Ukraine’s. This is a moment
when Ukraine’s leaders should deliver
for their citizens. …
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Shevchenko Scientific Society U.S.A. celebrates its 65th anniversary

Vasyl Lopukh

At the 65th anniversary gathering of the Shevchenko Scientific Society (from left) are:
Leonid Rudnytzky, Larissa Zaleska Onyshkevych, George Grabowicz and Orest
Popovych.
by Karina Tarnawsky
NEW YORK – Scholars, scientists, writers,
students and well-wishers gathered at the
headquarters of the Shevchenko Scientific
Society U.S.A. (NTSh) in New York’s East
Village on September 29 to mark a milestone
in the history of the institution – the 65th
anniversary of its founding, which has led to
six and a half decades of tireless service to
the Ukrainian community and scholarship.

The commemoration opened with a
video presentation by Vasyl Lopukh, which
provided a glimpse into the rich history of
NTSh, showcasing its leaders, members
and donors, as well as images from significant past conferences and symposiums.
The original Shevchenko Scientific
Society was established in 1873 in Lviv; the
New York chapter was founded in 1947
through the initiative of Dr. Nicholas
(Mykola) Chubaty, with the aim of advanc-

CIUS facilitates publication of historian
Lysiak-Rudnytsky’s essays in Polish translation
EDMONTON – A collection of essays by
Ivan Lysiak-Rudnytsky “Between History
and Politics” (Iwan Łysiak-Rudnycki.
“Między Historią a Polityką”) was published by the Jan Nowak-Jeziorański
Eastern Europe Collegium Press in
Wroclaw at the beginning of 2012, with the
cooperation of the Petro Jacyk Program for
the Study of Modern Ukrainian History and
Politics at the Canadian Institute of
Ukrainian Studies (CIUS) and media support of the most popular Polish newspaper
Gazeta Wyborcza.
Lysiak-Rudnytsky (1919-1984) was a
professor of history at the University of
Alberta and one of the founders of CIUS.
The institute published an English edition
of his “Essays in Modern Ukrainian
History” (Edmonton, 1987) and his complete works in Ukrainian (Kyiv, 1994).
The Polish edition has been compiled
based on these two editions. The editor
and author of the preface is Prof. Yaroslav
Hrytsak, director of the Lviv-based Jacyk
Program. The renowned Polish political
activist Adam Michnik wrote an introduction. He considers this book a must for
everyone who is interested in history of
Ukraine and Eastern Europe. The book
launches were held this spring in Warsaw
Wroclaw, and Krakow, and were well
attended.
The collection appeared as the first issue
of the Polish-language 10-volume series
“Library of the Ukrainian Thought in the
20th Century.” A similar Russian-language
series produced its first volume in 2007,
the essays of Lysiak-Rudnytsky, but ceased

to exist after the death of Dmitrii Furman, a
well-known Russian historian, political
analyst and co-editor of the series.
The second volume of the Polishlanguage series is to come out by the end of
2012 and will contain works by Symon
Petliura. Another volume will be
“Ukrainian Thought on the Eve and after
the Collapse of Communism, 1986-2011.”
More information about the book can be
found on the publisher’s website at www.
kew.org.pl/index.php?page=224.

Cover of the Polish translation of Ivan
Lysiak-Rydnytsky’s collection of essays
titled “Between History and Politics.”

Visit our archive online: www.ukrweekly.com

ing Ukrainian science and arts. As one of
the oldest and most prominent Ukrainian
institutions of learning outside of Ukraine,
it constitutes a forum for Ukrainian scholars and science, and provides scholarships
and financial support for projects connected with the study of Ukraine, in particular
in the area of publishing. NTSh also houses
an extensive library and archives.
As one can imagine, managing such an
organization requires great leadership
qualities and dedication, and during the
event the audience had an opportunity to
hear three former presidents of NTSh – Dr.
Leonid Rudnytzky (president from 1990 to
2000), Dr. Larissa Zaleska Onyshkevych
(2000-2006) and Dr. Orest Popovych
(2006-2012) – who shared stories of their
personal experience about their years of
service to this organization.
As a token of appreciation, the final
speaker of the evening, the newly elected
president of NTSh, Dr. George Grabowicz,
presented the three former presidents with
diplomas honoring their service. He also

stressed the need to preserve the institutional history of NTSh.
In his speech, Prof. Grabowicz also
focused on the current goals of NTSh and
its role in providing moral and financial
support for the development of scholarship
in Ukraine. These are not new goals but a
continuation of previous ones, except that
now they are more urgent than ever in the
current hostile climate toward scholarship
and learning in Ukraine and in particular
toward the Ukrainian language.
Other important issues facing NTSh
today, Prof. Grabowicz stressed, are ensuring its financial health during the current
economic crisis and the need to grow the
membership base and attract young scholars and scientists who will continue the
work of their predecessors.
To achieve this is not going to be easy,
but one hopes that the new leadership and
its team of dedicated scholars and scientists, administrators and archivists will preserve the impressive heritage of NTSh and
secure its future for many years to come.

Novel by Oksana Zabuzhko
“Fieldwork in Ukrainian Sex,” by
Oksana Zabuzhko, translated by Halyna
Hryn, Las Vegas: Amazon Crossing, 2011.
ISBN: 9781611090086. 164 pp, $13.95
paperback.
First published in Ukraine in 1996,
“Fieldwork in Ukrainian Sex” by Oksana
Zabuzhko has been translated into English
by Halyna Hryn. The novel follows
Ukrainian writer “Oksana,” her pursuit of
something better and the uncertainty that
followed the collapse of the Soviet Union.
Ms. Zabuzhko’s choice to write in Ukrainian
also isolates her on the periphery of the
Ukrainian literary scene, as most write in
Russian for a larger audience.
“The Ukrainian choice,” Ms. Zabuzhko
suggests, “is a choice between non-existence and an existence that kills you, and
that all of our hapless literature is merely a
cry of someone pinned down by a beam in
a building after an earthquake – I’m here!
I’m still alive! – but, unfortunately, the rescue teams are taking their time and on
your own – how the hell are you supposed
to get out?”
Called “the most influential Ukrainian
book for the 15 years of independence,” Ms.
Zabuzhko’s “Fieldwork in Ukrainian Sex”
became an international phenomenon
when it shot to number one on the
Ukrainian bestseller list and remained
there throughout the 1990s. The novel is
narrated in first-person streams of thought
by a sharp-tongued poet with an irreverently honest voice. She is the visiting professor of Slavic studies at Harvard, and her
exposure to American values and behaviors conspires with her yearning to break
free from Ukrainian conventions.
In her despair over a recently ended
affair, she turns her attention to the details
of her lover’s abusive behavior. In detailing
the power her Ukrainian lover wielded
over her, and in admitting the underlying
reasons for her attraction to him, she
begins to see the chains that have defined
her as a Ukrainian woman – and in doing
so, exposes and calls into question
Ukraine’s culture of fear and repression at
the very time it wrestled its own way
toward independence.

Ms. Zabuzhko, author of 17 books of
poetry, fiction and nonfiction, is a freelance
writer, who resides in Kyiv. She earned a
Ph.D. from Taras Shevchenko University in
Kyiv. Her work has been translated into 15
languages, and she is the recipient of the
Global Commitment Foundation Poetry
Prize (1997), the MacArthur Grant (2002),
the Antonovych International Foundation
Prize (2003), the Ukrainian National
Award, the Order of Princess Olha (2009)
and spent time in the United Sates as a
Fulbright fellow and writer-in-residence at
Penn State University.
Ms. Hryn is an author, translator, editor
and researcher. She edited the book
“Hunger by Design: The Great Ukrainian
Famine and Its Soviet Context,” translated
works by Volodymyr Dibrova, was a lecturer at Harvard University and edited the
journal Harvard Ukrainian Studies. She
earned her doctorate from the University
of Toronto and her research focuses on
Soviet Ukrainian literature and cultural
politics of the 1920s.
“Fieldwork in Ukrainian Sex” is available
in paperback from Amazon.com and lists
for $13.95.
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Ukraine in Washington, DC 2012
CONFERENCE: Leadership in a Global World | GALA: Celebrating People of Ukraine
Friday, November 30, Omni Shoreham | Saturday, December 1, The Capital Hilton

Join Us in Celebrating the People of Ukraine!
SECOND ANNUAL AWARDS DINNER & GALA
ARTS &
ENTERTAINMENT

SPORTS

Maksim
Chmerkovskiy
Dancing with the Stars

Euro 2012
London 2012
Olympics

SPACE & SCIENCE
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20th Anniversary of The
National Space Agency
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(ZABAVA)
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Dr. Lubomyr
Quad Squad
Romankiw
Winner of
National Inventors Microsoft Imagine
Hall of Fame
Cup 2012

Leonid
Kadenyuk

STS-87 International Crew

INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE: LEADERSHIP IN A GLOBAL WORLD
Exploring Key Sectors of Ukraine’s Economy

Growing Leaders for the 21st Century

U.S.-Ukraine Relations

Kostyantyn Gryshchenko
Minister for Foreign Affairs
of Ukraine

Mykola Prysyazhnyuk
Minister of Agriculture
of Ukraine

Anders Aslund

Senior Fellow at the
Peterson Institute

Eduard Stavytskiy

Minister of Environment &
Natural Resources of Ukraine

Edward Chow

Andy Card

Former Chief of Staff to Pres.
George W. Bush; Acting
Dean, The Bush School of
Government & Public Service

Skip Rutherford

Former President of
Clinton Foundation
Dean, Clinton School
of Public Service

UKRAINE 2020—Foreign Policy

UKRAINE 2020—Culture & Education

Director, New European
Democracies Project, CSIS

Ambassador
Olexander Motsyk

Ambassador John F. Tefft

Ukraine Ambassador to the U.S.

Jonathan Elkind

Robert Nurick

Deputy Asst. Sec. Policy and
Int’l Af fairs Dept. of Energy

Senior Fellow,
Atlantic Council

Jock Mendoza-Wilson

Ambassador Keith Smith

SCM’s Director of Int’l
and Investor Relations

Marta Farion

Ambassador

President, Kyiv Mohyla
William Miller
Fnd. of America Co-Chair, Sr. Fellow, Woodrow Wilson
Ukraine 2020 Culture & Int’l Center for Scholars; CoChair, Ukraine 2020 Culture
Education Task Force
& Education Task Force

Elections Matter—Charting a
Country’s Direction

Leonid Kozhara

Sr. Associate, New European
Democracies Project, CSIS

Ambassador John O’Keefe

Anatoliy Tolstouhov

President, Center for Int’l
and Comparative Studies;
Member of Verkhovna Rada

Exec. Dir. Open World Lead- Former Minister Cabinet
ership Center Lib. of Congress of Ministers of Ukraine

Scott Harris

Former President, Continental
Europe, Lockheed Martin

Viktor Valeyev

Managing Director,
Association IT Ukraine

U.S. Ambassador
to Ukraine

Ambassador Steve Pifer

Sr. Fellow, Foreign Policy,
Center on the U.S. and
Europe; Director, Arms
Control Initiative, Brookings

World’s Most Exclusive Club
Michael Duffy

Elena Voloshina

Country Representative Int’l
Finance Corporation

Executive Editor for TIME
Magazine and Co-Author of the
Best–Seller “The Presidents Club”

Ambassador Oleh
Shamshur

Sr. Counselor for Investment &
Public Affairs, The PBN Co.

James Sherr

Sr. Fellow, Russia
& Eurasia Program,
Chatham House

MORE INFORMATION & TO BUY TICKETS ONLINE: www.usukraine.org/gala SPONSORSHIP BENEFITS & OPPORTUNITIES: www.usukraine.org/gala/sponsorship-2

INDIVIDUAL TICKETS (EARLY BIRD ends November 2)
CONFERENCE & GALA AWARDS PACKAGE: $250 per person for entire 2 days
GALA AWARDS DINNER: $150
SATURDAY CONFERENCE: $50

FRIDAY CONFERENCE: $75

DANCE: $30 (Student/Young Prof’ls Rate)

TO PAY BY CHECK: Mail to U.S.-Ukraine Foundation, 1 Thomas Circle NW,
10th Floor Mailroom, Washington, DC 20005
TO PAY BY BANK WIRE: Please contact USUF for directions.
EMAIL: gala@usukraine.org TEL: 202-223-2228, FAX: 202-223-1224
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NEWSBRIEFS
(Continued from page 2)

Few candidates care about promises
KYIV – The mechanisms of meeting preelection promises have been included in
less than a third of the programs of
Verkhovna Rada candidates running in single-mandate districts, and their financial
aspects are outlined in only 7 percent of
the programs. The director of the Center
for Political Studies and Analysis, Viktor

Taran, said at a press conference on
October 23 that this is evidenced by the
monitoring of election programs of singleseat candidates. “Specific tools of program
implementation are contained in only 29.5
percent of the analyzed programs, and
financial justification of election commitments in only 7 percent,” Mr. Taran said. He
said that the list of specific bills that a
future lawmaker intends to submit to the
Verkhovna Rada is present in only 27.5
percent of the analyzed programs. The
most popular of them are the laws on the
impeachment of the president, recall of a

TO PLACE YOUR AD CALL Walter Honcharyk (973) 292-9800 x3040
or e-mail adukr@optonline.net
SERVICES

PROFESSIONALS

ОКСАНА СТАНЬКО
Ліцензований продавець
Страхування Життя

OKSANA STANKO
Licensed Life Insurance Agent

Ukrainian National Assn., Inc.
32 Peachtree Rd.
Basking Ridge, NJ 07920
Tel.: 908-872-2192; email: stankouna@optimum.net

MERCHANDISE

I wish to purchase

paintings

of old Ukrainian artists for my
private collection.
Payment by arrangament.

Tel.: 312-206-8476
Mykhail

HELP WANTED
We are seeking a babysitter
for our 3 year old son in Bayside, NY.
Must speak Ukrainian fluently. Preferably
owns a car. Two days per week - Wednesday and Thursday. No. of days to increase
in December. Tel. 646-763-0045.

OPPORTUNITIES

Earn extra income!
The Ukrainian Weekly is looking
for advertising sales agents.
For additional information contact
Walter Honcharyk, Advertising Manager,
The Ukrainian Weekly, 973-292-9800, ext 3040.

Run your advertisement here,
in The Ukrainian Weekly’s
CLASSIFIEDS section.
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national deputy, protection of the
Ukrainian language and criminalization of
voting with other national deputies’ cards.
Only one in 10 single-mandate candidates
promises to submit specific laws reflecting
the interests of the constituency. The
expert pointed out that, in general, the
quality of the candidates’ programs is very
low, and only five of the nearly 400 programs meet all four criteria used to evaluate pre-election promises. The monitoring
of candidates’ programs was carried out in
August-October and involved a total of 397
election programs of candidates represent-

No. 44
ing different political forces, as well as politicians from eight regions of Ukraine,
Crimea, Vinnytsia, Zakarpattia, Kyiv, Odesa,
Ternopil, Khmelnytsky, as well as the city of
Kyiv. (Ukrinform)
EU envoy: too early to talk about summit

KYIV – It is currently too early to talk
about the exact date of the European
Union-Ukraine summit, and it is necessary
to wait for an assessment of the parliamentary elections in Ukraine, said the head of
(Continued on page 13)
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the EU delegation to Ukraine, Jan
Tombinski, at a press conference in Kyiv on
October 16. “Today it is too early to talk
about the exact date of the EU-Ukraine
summit, because now all attention is
focused on the upcoming elections in
Ukraine. So it is necessary to wait until the
elections are held and an assessment of
these elections is made,” he said. Mr.
Tombinski said that, first and foremost, the
issue concerns the proper holding of elections in Ukraine, secondly, how Ukraine
resolves what the EU calls politically motivated cases against members of the previous government and, thirdly, continued
efforts to reform the judicial system in
Ukraine. “In every country there are people
who adopted political positions, who took
political decisions and who assumed political commitments. These people are often
criticized, and the decisions they took are
thrown into question. However, in these
countries there is a systematic approach to
dealing with such cases, and criminal justice is not used for this purpose. So I want
to emphasize once again the need for systemic changes in Ukraine’s judicial system,”
Mr. Tombinski said. (Ukrinform)
Azarov: elections do not influence policy

KYIV – Elections do not influence government policy, Prime Minister Mykola
Azarov said at the Odesa National
Academic Theater of Opera and Ballet on
October 9, while discussing with representatives of local authorities and social and
humanitarian institutions the implementation of the president’s economic reform
program. “I want to assure you that the
government’s policy is not divided into one
before the election and another after the
election. We would be irresponsible people
if we allowed ourselves to play with this
country - this is unacceptable in any aspect,
either with respect to language, tariffs,
prices, exchange rate stability, increasing
salaries, pensions or anything else. There
can be no politics before and after the
polls,” Mr. Azarov said.
Economic policy aimed only at winning
elections turns into defeat, he said. The
prime minister also said that the law on
state language policy will not be reviewed
or changed after the elections. “The right of
people to speak their native language is not
subject to any review. And we are consistently striving for the realization of this
right,” Mr. Azarov said. (Ukrinform)
German Consulate opened in Kharkiv

KYIV – An Honorary Consulate of the
Federal Republic of Germany has opened in
Kharkiv, it was reported on September 28.
The opening ceremony was attended by
representatives of Kharkiv’s and the
Kharkiv region’s authorities, diplomatic
missions and university presidents.
“Kharkiv is connected with Germany by
long-term cooperation in various spheres
of life. This was proved by awarding
Kharkiv the Prize of Europe, the highest
honorary award of the Council of Europe,
which is presented for a significant contribution to the development of European
cooperation. The opening of the Honorary
Consulate of Germany in Kharkiv will help
implement many long-term projects, and
the Kharkiv City Council will provide every
possible support to the Consulate,” Kharkiv
City Council Secretary Oleksander Novak
said at the ceremony. Tatiana Havrysh,
head of a department of the Association of
Lawyers of Ukraine in the Kharkiv region
and chief executive of the Coast of Hope
Charitable Children’s Foundation, has been
appointed head of the Honorary Consulate
of Germany in Kharkiv. Germany’s Consul
General in Donetsk Klaus Zillikens said a
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visa center will be unveiled in Kharkiv next
year. German visa centers now operate in
Lviv, Donetsk and Odesa. Kharkiv is home
also to Consulates General of the Russian
Federation and the Republic of Poland, as
well as the Honorary Consulate of Austria.
(Ukrinform)
Euro-2012 visitors happy with experience

KYIV – More than 80 percent of foreign
fans were very happy to visit the 2012
European Football Championship, and a
third of them expressed the desire to come
to Ukraine again. Valerii Zhaldak, deputy
head of the national agency for the preparation and holding of the Euro-2012 finals in
Ukraine and implementation of infrastructure projects, was commenting on a recently completed study during a September 11
press conference. “More than a third of the
championship guests expressed their
desire to come to Ukraine again. We have
fulfilled the task set,” Mr. Zhaldak said, adding that in the next few year Ukraine
expects a tourism boom. The deputy mayor
of Lviv for culture, Vasyl Kosiv, noted that
the Euro contributed to the future development of tourism in Ukraine. “All that we had
done over a long time was done not only for
the Euro-2012. From the very beginning we
knew that 2013, perhaps, is even more
important to us than 2012. The most
important was to focus not on one deadline,
but on the strategic direction,” he explained.
The study ordered by the German international cooperation organization GIZ
showed that, of more than a million visitors
to the event, 41 percent spent about 200400 euros in Ukraine, 20 percent – 400-750
euros; 17 percent – 100-200 euros; 12 percent – 50-100 euros; 6 percent - less than
50 euros; and 4 percent – more than 750
euros. (Ukrinform)
China commissions first aircraft carrier

KYIV – China’s first aircraft carrier, a former Soviet ship originally launched in 1988
and purchased from Ukraine, has been officially handed over to the Chinese navy and
commissioned under the Chinese flag. In
making the announcement on September
24, the Chinese Defense Ministry said the
vessel would help project maritime power
and defend Chinese territory. The Liaoning
was known as the Riga and then the Variah
when it was bought from Ukraine and refurbished. The Chinese Defense Ministry said
the Liaoning will help “effectively protect
national sovereignty, security, and development interests.” The ministry announcement of the handover to the navy came
while Beijing and Tokyo are embroiled in a
dispute over islands claimed by both sides.
The carrier, named after a northeast
Chinese province, was said likely to be used
for training only. (RFE/RL, based on reporting by Reuters and Agence France-Presse)
More funds needed for translations

KYIV – The State Court Administration
has asked the Cabinet of Ministers of
Ukraine to provide additional funding for
courts in the amount of about 16 million hrv
to pay to interpreters needed to implement
changes necessitated by the new law on language policy, the press office of the court
administration reported on September 26.
“The State Court Administration has
appealed to Prime Minister of Ukraine
Mykola Azarov with a draft of amendments
to the Cabinet of Ministers’ Decree No. 268
of March 9, 2006, on the regulation of structure and the conditions of remuneration of
employees of executive agencies, prosecutors, courts and other bodies in terms of
determining salaries for translators,” the
report reads. The ministry noted that implementation of certain provisions of the new
law makes it necessary to introduce the post
of interpreter into the court structure, which
in turn requires additional funding from the
state budget. (Ukrinform)
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The Board of Directors
of the
Ukrainian Institute of America
regrets to announce that
our Member, Friend and former President

JAROSLAV KRYSHTALSKY
passed into eternal rest
on October 17, 2012

Over several decades, Mr. Kryshtalsky dedicated himself to supporting and leading the Ukrainian Institute of America. In addition to
his active membership and generous patronage, he served on the
Board of Directors and was President for two terms. His leadership
focused on membership, programs, fundraising, process, communication, transparency and succession planning. He led by example
and was exceedingly generous with his time, talents, insights and
resources.
The Ukrainian Institute of America mourns the loss of its longstanding friend - a true gentleman, mentor to so many and pillar of strength
to the entire community. His energy, focus, wisdom and presence
will be deeply missed.
Our heartfelt condolences go out to Jaroslav’s entire family - his
wife, Vera, his son, Mark, his daughter, Roma and his two granddaughters, Ashley and Alex - as well as to all of his friends and the
many members of the Ukrainian Institute with whom he worked and
whose lives he forever touched.
May he rest in Eternal Peace.
Vichnaya Pamyat !

John
Warianka

Age 61,
Branchburg, N.J.
John Warianka, 61, of Branchburg, formerly of Carteret, NJ,
passed away Saturday, Sept. 15th, at Johns Hopkins University
Hospital, Maryland.
Born in Rabino, Poland, to Semen and Maria Warianka, John
immigrated to the US in 1962 with his parents and sister Helen, and
eventually settled in Carteret, NJ, where he would call home until
moving to Branchburg, NJ in 1998. John enjoyed life but most of all
loved spending time with his family, especially his beloved children
Kristina and Andrew and grandchildren Matthew and Cristian.
John is preceded in death by his mother Maria (Wasiczko) Warianka
in May 2012 and father-in-law Anatoli Dykij. He is survived by his loving and devoted wife of 35 years, Margaret, daughter Kristina
Chubenko and son-in-law Peter, son Andrew, cherished grandchildren
Matthew and Cristian Chubenko, father Semen, sister Helen
Warianka-Bucco and her husband Ronald, mother-in-law Ludmilla
Dykij, sister-in-law Claudia Dickey and brother-in-law Peter, nephews
Michael and Alex Dickey and nieces Jessica and Victoria Bucco, many
aunts, uncles, nieces, nephews, cousins and god-children.
Funeral services were held Tuesday, September 18th, from the
Chubenko Funeral Home, 625 Port Reading Avenue, Port Reading,
followed by the funeral service at St. Demetrius Ukrainian Orthodox
Cathedral, Carteret, with interment at St. Andrew’s Cemetery, South
Bound Brook, N.J.
The 40th day Commemoration Service was held on October 24
at St. Demetrius Ukrainian Orthodox Cathedral.
Vichnaya Pamyat!
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XXI Congress...
(Continued from page 1)

Stamford eparchy; Eugene Czolij, president
of the Ukrainian World Congress; Mykhailo
Ratushnyi, chairman of the Ukrainian World
Coordinating Council; and Paul Grod, president of the Ukrainian Canadian Congress.
Among others attending were: Oles
Yanchuk, film director and producer from
Ukraine; Fidel Sukhonis, editor of the
Ukrainian magazine Borysten; Oresta
Starak, first secretary, Embassy of Ukraine
in the U.S.; Konstantyn Vorona, vice-consul,
Consulate General of Ukraine in New York;
Baxter Hunt, director, Ukraine, Moldova
and Belarus affairs bureau, U.S.
Department of State; Mike Spano, mayor of
Yonkers; and Shevchenko Freedom Award
recipient Rep. Nita Lowey.
The congress opened on Friday evening,
September 28, with a meet-and-greet
reception that allowed delegates and
guests an opportunity to get reacquainted
in a relaxed atmosphere.
The next morning, UCCA’s outgoing
President Tamara Olexy officially opened
the XXI Congress of Ukrainians in America.
Prior to the official proceedings, she had
the honor of bestowing the Shevchenko
Freedom Award, the UCCA’s highest accolade, on Rep. Lowey (D-N.Y.) for championing Ukraine’s human and national rights,
for her recognition of Ukraine’s vital
importance to the peace and security of the
European continent, and for her continued
support of and her cooperative efforts with
the Ukrainian American community.
Congresswoman Lowey graciously
accepted the Shevchenko Freedom Award,
thanking the UCCA and her Ukrainian constituents. She pledged that, if re-elected in
November, she will continue to work closely with the Ukrainian American community
in Westchester, N.Y.
Next, the following individuals were
elected to run the proceedings: Askold
Lozynskyj, chairman; Kenneth Wanio and
Adrian Dlaboha, deputy chairmen; Ms.
Duplak and Halyna Dolynska, Ukrainianlanguage secretaries; and Andrij Szul,
English-language secretary. The delegates
then elected various congressional committees to examine crucial aspects of the community, including: Aid to Ukraine, Student
and Youth Groups, Veterans’ Affairs,
External Relations, Educational Concerns,
Financial Matters, New Immigrants from
Ukraine and Organizational Issues.
Throughout the Congress, committees drafted proposals and recommendations that
were then presented to all the delegates on
Sunday for discussion and approval.
UCCA National Executive Board members presented their reports, with President
Olexy first to take the podium. Ms. Olexy
recapped the last four years of the UCCA’s

Rep. Nita Lowey, laureate of the
Shevchenko Freedom Award.

work, highlighting the major initiatives,
including: commemorating Ukraine’s
Genocide of 1932-1933; celebrating the
70th anniversary of the UCCA; conducting
international election observer missions;
networking and communications; revitalizing the community; and defending human
and national rights in Ukraine.
Reports were also delivered by Mr.
Futey, UCCA executive-vice president; Mr.
Kaczaraj, chair of the UCCA National
Council; Ms. Duplak, UCCA executive secretary; Ivan Burtyk, chair of the UCCA’s
Council on Aid to Ukrainians (CAU);
Roksolana Lozynskyj, chair of the UCCA’s
External Affairs Committee; Michael
Sawkiw Jr., director of the Ukrainian
National Information Service (UNIS); and
Ms. Duplak, Membership Committee. The
report of the UCCA Auditing Committee
was delivered by Halyna Turyk.
All the reports of the UCCA National
Executive Board were published in the XXI
Congress of Ukrainian Americans book distributed to all the participants of the congress.
During lunch, delegates had an opportunity to view two films. The first 15-minute
film, compiled and edited by Ms. Lozynskyj,
was produced to mark the 70th anniversary
of the Ukrainian Congress Committee of
America, highlighting the long and illustrious history of the organization. The second
film, produced by Mr. Yanchuk, “Ukrainian
Christmas in the Vatican,” captured the historic December 2011 inauguration of the
Ukrainian Christmas tree in St. Peter’s
Square in the Vatican. The UCCA played a
part in the film by providing the Englishlanguage subtitles.
Saturday afternoon was devoted to workshops, where delegates and guests had an
opportunity to address several issues of
importance and concern to our community,
including: “Revitalizing Our Community –
Overcoming Our Challenges”; “Ukrainian
Community’s Influence on a Local and
Federal Level”; and, “Supporting/Saving
Democracy in Ukraine.”
During the workshop on the “Ukrainian
Community’s Influence on a Local and
Federal Level” three unique perspectives
were given by the panelists from a federal,
local, and issues-driven position. The panelists included: Mark Murowany,
Democratic National Committee (DNC)
Chair for the state of Delaware; Oksana
Kulynych, Education Subcommittee chair,
U.S. Committee for Ukrainian HolodomorGenocide Awareness 1932-1933; Roman
Kozicky of Kozicky and Cichowlas PLLC;
and Taras Zalusky, executive director,
Ukrainian Canadian Congress. The panel,
moderated by Mr. Sawkiw of UNIS, provided ideas on advancing Ukrainian American
issues and making the community more
prominent by urging local communities to
actively engage with local and state officials, and expanding their circle of influence with local media outlets.
Another workshop, moderated by
Eugene Luciw UCCA Executive Board member and member of the UCCA Philadelphia
branch, addressed the reoccurring topic of
how to revitalize our community. The lively
discussion included prepared remarks by
panelists: Myroslava Rozdolska, president of
the New Ukrainian Wave organization; Lesia
Harhaj, executive board member of the
Ukrainian American Youth Association
(UAYA); Mykola Hlushko, president of the
Ukrainian Student Association of Mykola
Michnowsky (TUSM); and Halyna Dolynsky,
member of the newly formed UCCA branch
in Riverhead, N.Y. Panelists reached a consensus on how to enhance financial and
other resources to maximize the Ukrainian
American community’s potential. Special
emphasis was placed on developing programs that would assist youths in taking on
leadership roles in our various organizations, setting goals that are realistic, fresh
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The newly elected UCCA National Executive Board: (bottom row, from left) Kvitka
Semanyshyn, Andrew Futey, Marie Duplak, Tamara Olexy, Stefan Kaczaraj, Michael
Sawkiw, (top row) Ivan Burtyk, Roksolana Lozynskyj, Larissa Kyj and Andrij
Dobriansky.
approaches to fund-raising that challenge
the membership to give at higher levels, and
taking special care to counsel the newest
immigrants from Ukraine in an effort to
integrate them into the organized Ukrainian
American community.
The panel addressing “Supporting/
Saving Democracy in Ukraine,” moderated
by Ms. Lozynskyj, drew a large and engaged
audience. The discussants included Mr. Hunt
of the U.S. State Department, Mr. Ratushnyi of
the Ukrainian World Coordinating Council,
and Andrij Dobriansky, vice-president of the
New York City chapter of the UCCA.
After the formal presentations, a lively
discussion ensued, focusing on current
threats to Ukrainian statehood and democracy such as: the continuing expansion of a
Putinesque “Ruski Mir;” the ethnic “apartheidization” of the native Ukrainian population in Ukraine; support for democratic process during the upcoming parliamentary
elections in Ukraine, especially through the
UCCA’s program of international observers;
U.S.-Ukraine relations; and official
Washington’s commitment to Ukrainian
integration into Western structures and
support for civil society.
Members of the audience, as well as discussants expressed concern that, if the
upcoming Ukrainian parliamentary elections prove to be as flawed as current tendencies in the process suggest, the United
States should not use this excuse to conveniently downgrade the U.S. commitment to
an independent and democratic Ukraine,
the linchpin of the European continental
security framework in place since the collapse of the Soviet Union.
On Saturday evening a gala banquet was
held at the Ukrainian Youth Center in
Yonkers. Serving as master of ceremonies,
Jaroslaw Palylyk, UCCA Yonkers branch president, welcomed the over 200 guests and
then invited Andrij and Yarko Dobriansky to
sing the Ukrainian and American national
anthems. Bishop Chomnycky opened the
banquet with a prayer.
Entertainment during the banquet was
provided by the Trembita Dance School,
under the artistic direction of Orlando and
Larisa Pagan, who performed several traditional Ukrainian dances including “Pryvit”
and “Hopak”; the young, dynamic fifth-generation Ukrainian American family band
Korinya, which performed several Ukrainian
folk songs; and the Dobriansky brothers,
who sang a few songs from their repertoire.
Interspersed throughout the evening, Mr.
Palylyk read several greetings sent to the
congress from such distinguished individuals as Patriarch Sviatoslav Shevchuk of the
Ukrainian Catholic Church; Mykhailo
Kulyniak, Ukraine’s minister of culture;
Bishop Emeritus Losten; and Yaroszlava
Hartyanyi, president of the European
Congress of Ukrainians.

Ukrainian World Congress President
Czolij, the keynote speaker at the banquet,
eloquently relayed the UCCA’s recent successes, expressing gratitude to the UCCA for
its cooperation with the UWC and work for
the benefit of Ukrainians in the U.S. and
Ukraine. He highlighted the activities of the
UCCA in defense of Ukraine’s statehood and
democratization, the important role of
UCCA observer missions, as well as its success in raising awareness of the Holodomor,
particularly the work done towards the
erection of a memorial in Washington.
Following the entertainment, UCCA
President Olexy presented the Shevchenko
Freedom Award to the following deserving
recipients who have displayed a remarkable
understanding and given substantial assistance to the Ukrainian American community and the Ukrainian people: Judge Bohdan
Futey; Wolodymyr Kozicky and Jaroslaw
Fedun.
The banquet concluded with a benediction by the Very Rev. Archpriest Kiril
Angelov from St. Michael Ukrainian Catholic
Church in Yonkers.
Following Sunday morning’s liturgy, delegates convened the second plenary session,
during which they had an opportunity to
hear from Mayor Spano of Yonkers, who
warmly welcomed the delegates and wished
them much success in their deliberations.
The mayor issued a special proclamation
declaring October 28 as Ukrainian Congress
Committee of America Day in his city.
The remainder of the day was devoted to
reports by the congressional committees,
election of the UCCA leadership and adoption of congressional resolutions. Following
a lively discussion on the reports of the
Executive Board, the delegates approved the
Auditing Committee’s proposal for a vote of
confidence in the outgoing National
Executive Board and National Council.
Then, as per the UCCA By-Laws the chair
of the Nominating Committee, Mr. Burtyk,
presented the delegates to the convention
with a proposed 15-member slate of UCCA
Executive Board candidates.
At the conclusion of the XXI Congress
delegates unanimously re-elected Ms.
Olexy to serve another four-year term as
UCCA president, heading the newly elected
National Executive Board. The board’s 10
members at large include: Leonid
Rudnytzky, editor of The Ukrainian
Quarterly; Mr. Burtyk, CAU chairman;
Andrij Dobriansky of UCCA New York City
Branch; Oles Strilchuk of the UCCA Illinois
branch; Ms. Lozynskyj of the Women’s
Association for Defense of Four Freedoms
of Ukraine; Prof. Eugene Fedorenko of the
Educational Council; Ms. Rozdolska of the
New Ukrainian Wave; Kvitka Semanyshyn
of the Providence Association; Larissa Kyj
of the United Ukrainian American Relief
Committee; and Mr. Sawkiw of UNIS.
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Hunter area parish concludes
its 50th anniversary celebrations
by Xenia Piaseckyj Ferencevych
JEWETT, N.Y. – On Sunday, September 2,
St. John the Baptist Ukrainian Catholic
Church’s golden jubilee season concluded
in grand style with the celebration of a pontifical divine liturgy followed by an anniversary banquet.
Events got underway shortly after 10
a.m., when the oldest active parishioner,
Olha Kobziar greeted Bishop Paul
Chomnycky near the church with traditional bread and salt and wished him and the
Ukrainian Catholic Eparchy of Stamford,
Conn., further success and good works.
Inside the church, Bishop Paul; the pastor, the Very Rev. Dr. Ivan Kaszczak; the
summer pastor, the Very Rev. Stepan

Popko; and two former pastors, the Rev.
Volodymyr Piso and the Rev. Vasil Tivadar;
celebrated liturgy to the lovely accompaniment of St. John’s own church choir. The
choir was directed by Chrystyna BodnarSheldon.
Following the liturgy, nearly 400 people
amassed under a large and elegantly
appointed tent near the rectory to enjoy a
delicious lunch and entertaining program
of speeches, dancing and music.
The anniversary program opened with a
delightful performance of the “Pryvit”
dance, performed by children of the Hunter
community under the direction of Chrystia
Gorski Makar.
The keynote speaker was Dr. Bohdan
Makarewycz, son of the late Dr. Iwan

Pupils of the folk art courses of the Music and Art Center of Green County, (from
left) Ksenia Devriendt, Ruslana Makar, Sofia Mychalczak, Zorianna Olexy and
Lukash Nynka, sing during the program.

Shostokryli Plast sorority
holds annual gathering
MIDDLEFIELD, Ohio – Twenty members
of the Plast sorority Shostokryli enjoyed a
lovely weekend at the Pysanyi Kamin
campground of Plast Ukrainian Scouting
Organization in Middlefield, Ohio, while
conducting its annual council, or “rada,” on
September 8 and 9 to plan next year’s
activities, to reconnect with old friends,
and to welcome new members to the
group.
The rada ended with the year’s official
kick-off of Plast Cleveland, where nonShostokryli joined the group to start the
Plast calendar of events and to participate
in the annual Steak and Clam Bake Fundraiser, which was a huge success.
The sorority takes its name from the sixwinged heavenly angelic beings known as

the Seraphim, according to Christian theology. The Shostokryli sorority has accepted
as its mission the preservation of Ukrainian
culture and Ukrainian humor, as well as
active participation in Plast activities. Many
of its members sserve on local Plast boards,
as well as the national board.
The upcoming year will be a busy one
for the Shostokryli – they have planned a
summer charity 5-kilometer race at
Pysanyi Kamin, the publication of a cookbook, and, of course, continued work with
Plast youth. As always, the Shostokryli will
organize Cleveland’s annual St. Nicholas
program during the Christmas season.
For more information about the
Shostokryli Plast sorority, readers may contact Marta Mudri at mudri@hotmail.com.

Deanna Yurchuk

Ninety-five-year-old Olha Kobziar greets Bishop Paul Chomnycky.
Makarewycz, donor of the land on which
the church was built and its main champion. The junior Dr. Makarewycz spoke informatively and touchingly of the church’s history and his family. His words created a
warm and family-oriented atmosphere that
pervaded the celebration.
Also on the program that day were perfomances by the Ridna Pisnia Trio, the
Music and Art Center of Greene County’s
children’s folk singing chorus under the
direction of Anna Bachynsky; Natalka
Sonevytsky, who sang her original kolomyjky; and members of The Ukrainian
Stage Ensemble, including Tymish
Hankewycz, Adam Hapij, Melanie Serbay
and Sofika Zielyk, who performed several
humoresques written by Edward Kozak.
The program culminated in a witty and
heartfelt poem about the parishioners and

the community written and recited by the
Very Rev. Popko.
A highlight of the banquet was when
Tonia Lorch received recognition from
Pope Benedict XVI for her longtime and
dedicated service to the parish. Service
awards from the eparchy also went to
church trustees Bohdanna Tytla and
Stepan Korostil, and Alex Piaseckyj.
Fulfilling the role of master of ceremonies
was Ivan Makar, and the organizers of the
banquet were Michelle Hewryk and Motryja
Bejger, along with Justyn Makarewycz. It is
because of their tireless efforts and the collective good will and generosity of countless
volunteers that the jubilee season and its
closing event were such a success.
Photographs from this summer and
much more, can be viewed online at
UkrainianMountaintop.org.

The physicians of ENT and Allergy Associates
Amy D. Lazar, MD
Adrianna M. Hekiert, MD
Tahl Y. Colen, MD
Smruti Parikh, MD

Welcome
Dr. Dennis Burachinsky,
Otolaryngologist
and Facial Plastic Surgeon
to our Somerville, NJ office
56 Union Avenue
Somerville, NJ 08876
Office: (908) 722-1022
Fax: (908) 722-2040

Dr.
Burachinsky
is fluent in
Ukrainian!

Be sure to ask about same day appointments.

You can visit us on the web at www.entandallergy.com

Members of the Shostokryli sorority of Plast.

16

THE UKRAINIAN WEEKLY

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 28, 2012

No. 44

Saving and sharing...
(Continued from page 1)

Dobczansky, senior cataloguing specialist at
the Library of Congress in Washington, raised
the key issues that would continue to be discussed throughout the conference. (See
inset).
Mr. Dobczansky, who currently chairs
the Library and Archives Committee of the
Shevchenko Scientific Society, was active as
early as the 1990s in efforts to mobilize
Ukrainian professionals in the library field.
Roundtable meetings of archivists and
researchers in the Northeast were organized by Shevchenko Scientific Society
librarian Svitlana Andrushkiw in 2004 and
2005, raising a number of similar topics.
(See report in The Ukrainian Weekly, May
30, 2004).
Katya Davydenko, archivist for the
Shevchenko Scientific Society, summed up
the archivist’s goals in four words: “locate,
acquire, preserve and disseminate.” She
showed how the deliberate process by
which an archivist works closely with a
donor, from initial contact, to visits and correspondence, to the signing of an agreement by which the donor turns over the
items to the archival institution “is the best
legal defense against issues of repatriation.”
Emphasizing the importance of collecting documentation on Ukrainians in
America, she said “The loss of even one
family collection is a ‘white spot’ on the
map of history.” Ms. Davydenko urged
members of the Ukrainian community,
their adult children and grandchildren not
to automatically discard family books and
documents, but to contact the closest
Ukrainian archive.
The topic of web design was presented
by Michael Andrec, a professional web
designer and archivist at The Ukrainian
Historical and Educational Center of New
Jersey, who focused on the importance of a
well-designed website, emphasizing such
issues as user friendliness, usability studies
and common content management systems geared specifically toward archives.
Olha Aleksic, Petro Jacyk Bibliographer

Sister Natalya Stoczanyn

Conference participants listen to one of 11 presentations on museum, library and archive management.
for Ukrainian Collections at Harvard
University, described Ukrainian library collections at Harvard in general, and archival
collections at the Harvard Ukrainian
Research Institute in particular. She familiarized the attendees with the 2007 publication of “A Guide to Ukrainian Special
Collections at Harvard University” by
Ksenya Kiebuzinski in the Harvard Library
Bulletin, and advised the group of a new
HURI website launched in the summer of
2012 (www.huri.harvard.edu), which contains a description of special collections at
HURI, including a number of finding aids.
Edward Kasinec, curator of the Slavic
and East European Collections at The New
York Public library from 1984 to 2009,
addressed the challenges and opportunities created by the application of new technologies to archival preservation and to
sharing of digitized materials. He urged
attendees to look at the current programs
of other Slavic cultural groups in the U. S.
whose historical focus on exile, memory
and migration studies has earned them
grant support from the National
Endowment for the Humanities.
Professional fund-raiser Andrew
Bamber provided valuable insights on both
the basics and the finer points of fund-raising campaigns and offered suggestions on
software programs to manage them.
However, his parting advice was “Act now.

Anisa Handzia Sawyckyj

Some of the representatives of Ukrainian American heritage organizations that met at
the conference in Stamford, Conn., and formed a consortium (from left): Lubow
Wolynetz, Jurij Dobczansky and Michael Andrec.

Don’t delay! Don’t wait for the perfect program.”
Msgr. Terlecky and Mr. Dobczansky
described the Online Computer Library
Center (OCLC), and the catalogue of the
Library of Congress. They compared and
contrasted the unique features of both systems, highlighting the advantages to
Ukrainian American institutions of joining
cooperative cataloging efforts.
“Digitizing library materials and creating digital repositories” was the theme of
the presentation by Ihor Pylypchuk of
Svoboda and The Ukrainian Weekly, which
was geared toward “practical application
within the Ukrainian diaspora,” while
Natalia Popovici of Stamford’s Ukrainian
Museum discussed the use of the Past
Perfect software program for museum collections management. Michael Andrec
offered an additional presentation, on the
pros and cons of Archivists’ Toolkit, an
archival information management tool.
Aniza Kraus of Ukrainian MuseumArchives of Cleveland reported on the work
of the Shevchenko Bicentennial Committee,
initiated at the 2011 Cleveland conference
to prepare for a coordinated approach to
the celebration in 2014.
In attendance at the Stamford conference were representatives of Ukrainian
museums from five cities: The Ukrainian
Museum, New York City; The Ukrainian
Historical and Educational Center of New
Jersey in Somerset, N.J.; The Ukrainian
Museum and Library of Stamford;
Ukrainian Museum-Archives, Cleveland;
Ukrainian American Archives and Museum
of Detroit; and the Ukrainian National
Museum of Chicago. The Shevchenko
Scientific Society and the Ukrainian
Academy of Arts and Sciences were represented, as were the libraries at Harvard
University, Columbia-Cornell and the
Library of Congress. Also in attendance
were a private collector from Rochester,
N.Y., as well as independent researchers
and journalists.
The conference culminated on Sunday
with a number of decisions being taken on
both short-term plans as well as long-term
goals for the group. Attendees created the
Ukrainian Heritage Consortium of North
America, a loosely structured network of
cultural institutions, to share information
and cooperate on projects of mutual interest and cultural significance through an

electronic discussion group. They also created a website, www.uhcna.org, with Mr.
Andrec agreeing to be the site’s webmaster.
The domain was registered immediately.
The conference made a decision to meet
on an annual basis, setting the next date for
Columbus Day weekend, October 11-13,
2013, with the Ukrainian National Museum
of Chicago hosting the event.
During the weekend, a number of conference attendees were also able to make a
quick side trip to visit The Ukrainian
Museum in New York City.
Mirko Pylyshenko, a long-time private
collector from Rochester, offered perhaps
one of the most sobering and memorable
comments of the conference when he
asked the rhetorical question: “If we lose
our Ukrainian heritage here in the U.S.,
whom are we going to blame? (This time
we can’t fault Ukraine’s neighbors to the
east or west,)… it will be we ourselves who
will be responsible for destroying it
through our neglect and indifference.”
Clearly, the preservation and vitality of
Ukrainian American cultural institutions is
not just the province of professionals – to
succeed it must be an all-encompassing
effort on the part of the whole community,
involving each institution’s committed volunteers, loyal members and generous
donors.
The Stamford conference was planned
in such a way as to maximize opportunities
for both structured conference discussion
and informal mealtime conversations. At a
Saturday evening dinner, attendees had an
opportunity to thank representatives of the
Selfreliance New York Federal Credit Union
and the SUMA Yonkers Federal Credit
Union for generously underwriting the
conference, St. Basil Seminary for the use of
its campus, the Ukrainian Museum and
Library of Stamford for facilitating all
aspects of the conference, and Ms.
Wolynetz for planning all matters large and
small.
It was a fitting coincidence that a conference dealing with the future of Ukrainian
cultural institutions in the U.S. was taking
place in Stamford on the 75th anniversary
of the host organization, the oldest cultural
institution in the Ukrainian American community. An anniversary banquet commemorating its official opening in the year 1937
is set for October 28 at the Sheraton
Stamford Hotel.
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The Ukrainian American legacy: For whom?
by Jurij Dobczansky
Recently, at the Ukrainian Festival in
Baltimore I introduced two of my friends to
one another: George Sajewich and Brad
Colquitt. In the course of our roving conversation, Brad suddenly quoted poetry by
Shevchenko and Symonenko in flawless
Ukrainian. George, a former employee of
the Voice of America’s Ukrainian Service,
stared at me in disbelief! Yet, Brad, an
African American, is just one of a growing
number of Americans who is genuinely
interested in things Ukrainian. In recent
years the number of non-Ukrainians in the
field of Ukrainian studies has grown steadily. As librarians, archivists and museum
curators concerned with the Ukrainian
American legacy we have a certain common interest, responsibility and goal.
Following our conference in Cleveland
last September I published a brief report in
Svoboda (November 18, 2011). To my surprise, the article reached a reader far
beyond the diaspora – in Zbarazh, Ukraine.
A letter to the editor from Volodymyr
Chaika, a museum worker, appeared in the
January 6 edition, taking me to task for
stating that Ukrainian culture was doing
well in Ukraine. I had borrowed the phrase
from Andrew Fedynsky, who had made a
comparison between the present and the
Soviet past. In Mr. Chaika’s opinion we in
the diaspora are not only “separated from
our homeland,” but display an “indifference, passively observing events in
Ukraine.” He called on us – museum and
archives workers in the diaspora – for
“cooperation and active engagement” with
museums and archives in Ukraine.
Of course, what he had in mind was
financial assistance. He listed the usual
complaints – low wages, unmotivated staff,
terrible working conditions, etc. Little did
he realize that I was aware of a 2005 grant
from the national government to his museum in Zbarazh. It was intended to foster
tourism in that corner of Ternopil Oblast!
So my question to Mr. Chaika was “Where
did all that money go?”
As far as I know, museums, libraries and
archives in Ukraine, with rare exceptions,
are funded by national or local governments. By contrast, our diaspora institutions are almost exclusively privately funded. They do not rely solely on government
funds and depend on volunteer help in dayto-day activities. Why after 20 years of
independence does the Ukrainian government only pay lip service to helping the
diaspora? Why isn’t Ukraine capable of at
least partially funding selected archival
institutions in the United States, like other
East European nations do?
I was preparing to respond to Mr.
Chaika, but I changed my mind. Instead,
much of what I have to say this morning is
an elaboration on the letter I never sent.
Since January one dominant thought kept
crossing my mind: who, in fact, is preserving our legacy here in the diaspora?
Furthermore, for whom are we preserving
the Ukrainian American legacy?
First of all, let me define in a general way
what this legacy consists of. Primarily it is
the record of our churches, political parties,
umbrella organizations, etc.; our fraternal
benefit societies and credit unions; our professional organizations; academics, authors,
artists, musicians; charitable organizations;
ad hoc committees, activist groups like the
Jurij Dobczansky is senior cataloguing
specialist, Library of Congress, and chairs the
Library and Archives Committee of the
Shevchenko Scientific Society. Above are his
opening remarks at the second conference on
Ukrainian museums, libraries and archives
held in Stamford, Conn., September 14-16.

various human rights groups of the 1970s
and 1980s; artistic expressions of
Ukrainian Americans (works of art, composers, theater groups, bandura ensembles, pysanka artists); recordings of the
local community radio programs. This list
is a subject for discussion and modification.
In my opinion, our key task as institutions
is to document and provide access to the
Ukrainian American immigrant experience.
The cultural heritage of Ukraine has been
and is being collected and preserved by professionals in Ukraine. One only has to read
about the activities of the All-Ukrainian
Society of Regional Studies Researchers
(a.k.a. Natsionalna Spilka Kraieznavtsiv
Ukrainy) to see how actively involved they
are in studying and cultivating an appreciation for history. One of the fundamental
tasks before them is developing an updated
version of the multi-volume encyclopedic
“History of Cities and Villages of Ukraine”
(“Istoriia Mist i Sil Ukrainy”). Their methods
will include Wikimedia, using public input to
compile more informative, unbiased articles.
So what should be the focus of our work?
One might say that every individual experience deserves a separate exhibit.

Collectively, these experiences present a
group portrait of our entire community. It is
this historical portrait we should strive to
record and preserve. Again, for whom is this
legacy? Who are our intended users? Once
we determine this, we can customize our
collections policies appropriately.
For a couple of years following the 1997
conference on library cooperation between
North America and Ukraine, I attempted to
re-activate the Ukrainian Library
Association of America. We held a meeting
during the 1999 “Synergy” Conference of
Ukrainian American Professional
Organizations in Chrystal City, Va. As an
organization devoted solely to librarianship it soon devolved – and not for lack of
effort by several individuals.
In an information world that is increasingly multi-media, I came to realize that we
need a loose association of like-minded
individuals devoted to our common
Ukrainian legacy. Recently I came across a
new acronym – GLAM. It stands for the four
types of institutions that are called to work
together: Galleries, Libraries, Archives and
Museums. Almost every institution represented at this meeting has these four basic

components. Since we are all in this together, we need to pool our resources. A good
place to start would be to update the booklet “Ukrainian Museums, Galleries and
Collections in the Western Diaspora” published in 1996 by the World Federation of
Ukrainian Women’s Organizations. Imagine
posting the information about our U.S. institutions on the web, providing regular
updates and useful hyperlinks.
Our Ukrainian American legacy is a vital
part of the wider American legacy. Let’s rid
ourselves of the segmented, compartmentalized “in-house” mentality. We cannot
think of ourselves as librarians, archivists,
and museum and gallery curators working
“for ourselves.” There are people outside
the Ukrainian community who are very
interested in this legacy for its own sake.
The academic community would like to use
our resources because they see what we
often fail to see – a compelling story offering
unique facets of American life in general.
It’s not too late to join the international
information community which includes
OCLC – the Online Computer Library Center,
(Continued on page 18)
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Turning...

(Continued from page 6)

The NDI urged the Ukrainian government to revise its elections laws to ensure
partisan balance in the composition and
leadership of election commissions. All
revisions, it said, should be conducted
transparently and that is inclusive of all
political parties and civic organizations,
with the aim of rebuilding public confidence in the Ukrainian electoral system.
It also called on President Yanukovych
to adhere to electoral laws and democratic

With national...
(Continued from page 6)

Objectively, the Party of Regions should
be portrayed as a force of destructive and
divisive Russian chauvinism that has only
further divided Ukraine. Instead, its glorification of Russian imperialism and Soviet
Communism is being embedded in the
mainstream of Ukrainian society, thanks to
the likes of Education Minister Dmytro
Tabachnyk.
On the other hand, Svoboda’s success in

norms, as the president had stated himself.
Employees of the government must refrain
from interfering in the elections, influencing the courts or exercising administrative
pressure, NDI said. Individuals responsible
for violations of election laws or infringing
on voters’ rights should be prosecuted to
the full extent of the law, with the establishment of a public tracking system of complaints and their resolution.
Source: “NDI notes deterioration in
Ukraine’s election environment, urges
improvements,” The Ukrainian Weekly,
November 7, 2010.
these elections will only mean the further
marginalization of Ukrainian history and
culture from the mainstream and the further Russification of Ukraine’s next generations.
Svoboda might have a voice in the
Verkhovna Rada after the vote. With enough
time and exposure, the party and its ideas
could eventually become mainstream in
central Ukraine. But the Party of Regions
will control how its voice is heard and interpreted through its control of the television
news and press. It won’t be pretty.
Vlad played this one beautifully.
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Wikipedia and the other information utilities. For example, the Virtual International
Authority File – known as VIAF – is a database of established forms of personal
names, places and corporate bodies from all
over the world. It offers them in multiple
languages, including Ukrainian! The Library
of Congress contributes automatically as do
hundreds of libraries and museums worldwide. This kind of work requires a degree of
professionalism in our ranks.
Our institutions need to consider investing in the following areas. First, invest in
people, i.e., employees and volunteers. Let’s
develop so-called “citizen archivists” to scan
visual materials from our archives to make
them accessible to a wider audience. If the
U.S. National Archives considers this is a
feasible approach, why shouldn’t we? Think
of the many knowledgeable individuals in
our communities who can accurately identify photographs or interpret selected materials. Volunteers are, without a doubt, one of
our greatest resources but experts in archival preservation and resource cataloguing
are fundamental to building functional and
efficient retrieval systems.
Training to develop the professional
potential of our employees is a vital goal.
Let’s offer tuition support for training in
archival work, librarianship, museums and
gallery curatorship. Local universities and
community colleges offer a variety of courses necessary to achieve this goal. For example, the Catholic University of America in
Washington, will be offering a course of
study in 2013-2015 called “Cultural
Heritage Information Management” in
order “to educate cultural heritage information professionals for the 21st century and
prepare students for careers in cultural
institutions such as libraries, archives and
museums.” (http://slis.cua.edu/MSinLS/
coursesStudy/CHIM.cfm)
We need to keep up with the latest technological innovations in information services, such as cataloging, digitization, webbased programming and web design, archival acquisitions, management and preservation methods. I am only touching the surface because today we will hear from our
own experts in these fields: Kateryna
Davydenko, Olha Aleksic, Michael Andrec,
Father John Terlecky, Ihor Pylypchuk and
Natalia Popovici.
Co-sponsoring events with other
Ukrainian community organizations is good
but it is not enough. Get your institution
involved in the wider circle of local research
or university facilities. There are opportunities to build bridges and learn from institutions with similar profiles. A wealth of
knowledge and experience to draw upon
awaits us. Let’s not re-invent the wheel.
A useful way to help one another is to
share our own publications through mutual
exchange agreements. Two years ago I met
Stanislav Grezdo, curator of the Ukrainian
Institute of Modern Art in Chicago. He has
published over a dozen very attractive exhibition catalogues. I strongly encouraged him
to send them to the Library of Congress.
Most recently he sent in a package of his
most recent publications. Through the LC
cataloguing process the names of the artists,
collectors and individual collections have
entered the worldwide information system
making them readily accessible.
How many of us actually purchase items
for our collections? I assume that none of
our institutions pay top dollar for soughtafter personal papers, art collections or
book collections. That is a major plus. We
generally accept whatever comes our way.
This comes with its own set of problems.
Foremost among them is adequate space.
Even the Library of Congress faces a crisis of
major proportions. The collections are in
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jeopardy and staff safety is endangered
because books are accumulating on the
floors of the stacks. Portions of our collections are being stored in remote locations
limiting our access. When you encounter
similar problems, please refrain from
instinctively packing up your duplicate
books and sending them to libraries and
schools in Ukraine. They might not be interested in them or not have the proper facilities for storing, preserving and providing
access. Or worse, they may fall into the
wrong hands and be sold for profit or simply destroyed.
Stop and consider where in the United
States these materials could be donated or
exchanged. Check the online catalogues of
your local university library (or the library
of your alma mater) to see if they have the
books you are ready to give away. For example, there is a need to build the Ukrainian
collections at the University of Washington
in Seattle. Michael Biggins just recently
requested materials for the university’s
fledgling Ukrainian studies program in the
June issue of the Ukrainian Studies
Newsletter (http://depts.washington.edu/
slavweb/news/ukrainian-newsletter/).
Some material deserves to be sent to
Ukraine for the purpose of enhancing collections already established. For example, in
a chapter devoted to Ivan Franko’s stay in a
hospital with the “Sichovi Striltsi,” author
Roman Horak mentions a photo album documenting the final two years of the poet’s
life. The album contained previously
unknown photos taken by Ivan Ozarkevych,
who emigrated to the U.S. after World War
II. Had not the album by chance come into
the possession of Larysa HolubowiczPencak, these extremely rare photos would
be lost forever! Fortunately, Mrs. Pencak
realized their value and donated them to
Lviv’s Franko Museum in 2001.
Following independence, official efforts
were begun to restore the national legacy of
Ukraine. National commissions were
formed to repatriate Ukrainian cultural
treasures looted and otherwise displaced
during World War II. This was a positive
development. Recently, however, a more
sinister problem has arisen. Private collectors and black marketeers have begun a
worldwide search for Ukrainian treasures.
Their motives have little to do with preserving museum artifacts for current museum
visitors and future generations. Let’s not
succumb to their offers of large monetary
sums. Always keep in mind we are in the
business of safeguarding our Ukrainian
American legacy.
Marilyn Johnson’s “This Book is
Overdue: How Librarians and Cybrarians
Can Save Us All” touches on the similarity of
librarians and obituary writers. Her imagery is particularly striking. She seems to
describe all of us – museum curators, archivists and librarians – quite humorously, and
accurately. We are “people who struggle to
bring the dead back to life… who desperately care about half-forgotten brawlers and
freedom fighters, … carrying on their efforts
in analog and digital format, … waging the
holy battle to resurrect the entire world,
over and over again, in its entirety – keeping every last tidbit safe and acid free.”
Should we form a new organization that
reflects this? I am in favor of a less formal,
flexible body – a “virtual organization” to
foster collection, preservation and access to
our Ukrainian American legacy. The success
of such a virtual organization depends on
the continued enthusiasm of a group like
our own and our willingness to communicate and cooperate with one another on a
regular basis. We must have a concrete plan
for the future, which foresees financial sustainability, collections security, professionalism and an orderly succession of personnel.
We won’t live forever. Let us all believe that
our Ukrainian American legacy will survive
intact for many future generations in this
country.
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Through November 1 Art exhibit and sale, featuring iconography and works
Toronto
by Vasyl Karpiv and Yura Rafaliuk, Shevchenko Museum,
www.kosakolektiv.com

November 3
Palatine, IL

Presentation by Roman Golash, “The Birth of Freedom” by
Rufus Fears, Ukrainian American Veterans 1st Lt. Ivan
Shandor Post 35, Palatine Library, 847-910-3532

Through January 27, Exhibit, “The Story of Plast: 100 Years of the Ukrainian
2013
Scouting Movement,” Oseredok Ukrainian Cultural
Winnipeg
Educational Center, 204-942-0218 or ucec@mymts.net

November 3
Winnipeg

Presentation by Halia Dmytryshyn, “Teaching Social
Justice and Human Rights Through Holodomor Education
and Awareness,” Instruction, Curriculum and Assessment
Branch – Manitoba Education, Brigette.pichon@gov.mb.ca
or 204-945-1704

November 3
Whippany, NJ

Dinner, concert and dance, “The Life and Music of Volodymyr
Ivasiuk,” with music performed by Anna Maria, Ukrainian
American Cultural Center of New Jersey, 201-213-4321

November 3
New York

Book presentation with Maria Ulanowicz, “Woman in
Exile: My Life in Kazakhstan,” Ukrainian National
Women’s League of America, The Ukrainian Museum,
212-228-0110 or www.ukrainianmuseum.org

November 4
Toronto

Remembrance Day ceremony, Ukrainian Canadian
Congress – Toronto branch, Ukrainian Canadian Memorial
Park, 416-323-4772 or ucctoronto@bellnet.ca

November 4,
Berkeley, CA

Concert, “Devotions East and West,” the Chamber Chorus
of the University of California, Berkley Art Museum,
www.bampfa.berkeley.edu

November 4
Rochester, NY

Community meeting, “Update on Ukraine,” Open World
delegates, Rochester International Council, St. Josaphat
Ukrainian Catholic Church parish center,
tamara.denysenko@gte.net

November 4
New York

Benefit luncheon, featuring Bishop Borys Gudziak,
Ukrainian Catholic University, Ukrainian National Home,
773-235-8462

October 29
Cambridge, MA
November 1
Cambridge, MA

Presentation by Volodymyr Kulyk, “Language Attitudes
and Language Politics in Contemporary Ukraine,”
Harvard University, 617-495-4053
Presentation by the Rev. Peter Galadza, “New Resource
in Ukrainian Studies: The Slavonic-English Analytical
Catalogue of Liturgical Manuscripts in Ukrainian
Repositories,” Harvard University, 617-495-4053

November 1-3
Ottawa

Annual Danyliw Research Seminar on Contemporary
Ukraine, University of Ottawa,
www.ukrainianstudies.uottawa.ca

November 1-30
Toronto

Postage stamp and postcard exhibit, “Holodomor in
Philately and Deltiology,” Ukrainian Canadian Research
and Documentation Center, 416-966-1819
(by appointment only)

November 2
Winnipeg

Fund-raising dinner, Oseredok Ukrainian Cultural and
Educational Center, DeLuca’s restaurant, 204-942-0218
or ucec@mymts.net

November 3
Hartford, CT

60th anniversary celebration, Ukrainian American Youth
Association – Hartford branch, St. George hall,
860-296-6955 or Hartford@cym.org

November 3
New York

Concert, “Ensemble Made in Canada,” Ukrainian Institute
of America, 212-288-8660 or info@ukrainianinstitute.org

November 3
Ottawa

Ukrainian Night, Knights of Columbus, St. John the Baptist
Ukrainian Catholic Shrine hall, 613-828-7531

November 3
Philadelphia

Benefit concert, featuring Ruslana, Philabundance,
Temple Performing Arts Center, www.ukrfcu.com

Entries in “Out and About” are listed free of charge. Priority is given to events
advertised in The Ukrainian Weekly. However, we also welcome submissions
from all our readers. Items will be published at the discretion of the editors
and as space allows. Please send e-mail to mdubas@ukrweekly.com.
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PREVIEW OF EVENTS
Saturday, November 3

Wednesday, November 7

NEW YORK: The Shevchenko Scientific
Society invites all to a presentation of Dr.
Olena Nikolayenko’s latest book, “Citizens in
the Making in the Post-Soviet States”
(Routledge, 2011). Dr. Nikolayenko is assistant professor of political science at Fordham
University. The presentation will take place at
the society’s building, 63 Fourth Ave.
(between Ninth and 10th streets) at 5 p.m.
For additional information call 212-254-5130.

CAMBRIDGE, Mass.: Bishop Borys Gudziak
will be honored at a reception at the Harvard
Faculty Club, 20 Quincy St., at 7-9 p.m. Also
featured will be a film on the leaders of the
Ukrainian Catholic University over the years,
including footage of the opening of the new
residential college and the bishop’s consecration. Tickets are $75 per person (wine and
hors d’oeuvres will be served). Proceeds to
benefit the Ukrainian Catholic University. For
further information e-mail soniah@ucef.org
or call the Ukrainian Catholic Education
Foundation, 773-235-8462.

Sunday, November 4
CHICAGO: Foreign policy advisor Damon
Wilson will discuss the results of the October
28 elections to the Verkhovna Rada in Ukraine
and their possible impact on stability and
democracy in the post-Soviet region and
Ukraine’s orientation between Russia and the
West. Mr. Wilson is the current executive vicepresident at the Atlantic Council, a foreign policy think tank based in Washington.
Previously he served as senior director for
European affairs at the National Security
Council. Earlier this year he visited former
Prime Minister Yulia Tymoshenko and former
Internal Affairs Minister Yurii Lutsenko in
prison during a Freedom House mission to
examine the state of democracy in Ukraine.
His presentation, titled “Parliamentary
Elections in Ukraine: Results and Their
Significance,” will be held at the Ukrainian
Institute of Modern Art, 2320 W. Chicago Ave.,
at 1 p.m. Admission: $10 for members; $15
for guests. For information e-mail bpgroup.
chicago@gmail.com.

NEW YORK: Bishop Borys Gudziak will speak
at a charity luncheon to benefit the Ukrainian
Catholic University. It will be held at 3 p.m. at
the Ukrainian National Home, 140 Second
Ave. Admission is $50. Immediately before the
event, Bishop Gudziak will celebrate liturgy at
St. George Church, 30 E. Seventh St., at noon.
For further information e-mail soniah@ucef.
org or call the Ukrainian Catholic Education
Foundation, 773-235-8462.

Friday, November 9

WHIPPANY, N.J.: Bishop Borys Gudziak will
be honored at an evening get-together at the
Ukrainian American Cultural Center of New
Jersey on 60 N. Jefferson Road. Tickets are
$50 for adults and $25 for students (wine,
beer, and hors d’oeuvres will be served).
Proceeds to benefit the Ukrainian Catholic
University. The Askold Buk Jazz Trio will perform, and a silent auction of souvenirs from
Ukraine will be held. For further information
e-mail soniah@ucef.org or call the Ukrainian
Catholic Education Foundation, 773-2358462.
Saturday, November 10

SACRAMENTO: A presentation of the awardwinning feature documentary “Genocide
Revealed,” produced and directed by Yurij
Luhovy, winner of 12 international awards
including Best Historical Film and Best
Documentary, will take place at the
Sacramento Public Library (Carmichael
Branch), 5605 Marconi Ave. Admission is by
donation. Narrated by actors Grahame
Greene, Jill Hennessy and Lubomir Mykytiuk,
the film exposes Moscow’s policy of genocide
against the Ukrainian nation. The film focuses
on the 1932-1933 Famine in Soviet Ukraine
and the accompanying decimation of the
national elite. The event is sponsored by

Ukrainian Heritage Club of Northern
California. For information log on to www.
yluhovy.com.

NEW YORK: Meet author Andrea Chalupa at
7:30 p.m. at the presentation and signing of
her book, “Orwell and the Refugees: The
Untold Story of Animal Farm.” Ihor
Shevchenko, a Ukrainian refugee, discovered
George Orwell’s anti-communist novel,
”Animal Farm,” and with Orwell’s permission,
he translated the book into Ukrainian and
published it for distribution to other refugees.
This story, and its aftermath, is told in “Orwell
and the Refugees.” Admission (includes
reception): $15; $10 for museum members
and seniors; $5 for students. Tickets are available online at www.ukrainianmuseum.org or
at the door. The Ukrainian Museum is located
at 222 East Sixth St.; telephone, 212-2280110.
Saturday-Sunday, November 10-11

ST. PETERSBURG, Fla.: The 32nd Annual
“Ukrainian Autumnfest” will be held at
Epiphany of Our Lord Ukrainian Catholic
Church at 434 90th Avenue North, St
Petersburg, FL 33702 on Saturday from noon
to 7 p.m. and Sunday from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m.
The festival will feature authentic Ukrainian
food (borshch, holubtsi, varenyky and potato
pancakes available for take out), Ukrainian
beer, Ukrainian arts and crafts, vendors,
church tours, children’s rides and games,
music for dancing – a “zabava” on both days,
and dance performances by the Kalyna
Ukrainian Dancers. A silent auction and raffle
will be held Sunday; winner need not be present. Free parking is available on site.
Admission is $2 for adults; free for children
under 12. For information call 727 576-1001.
Sunday, November 11

CHICAGO: Bishop Borys Gudziak will speak
at a charity luncheon to benefit the Ukrainian
Catholic University. It will be held at 1:30 p.m.
at the Ukrainian Cultural Center, 2247 W.

Chicago Ave. Admission is $50. Immediately
before the event, Bishop Gudziak will celebrate liturgy at Ss. Volodymyr and Olha
Church, 739 N. Oakley Blvd., at 11:30 a.m. For
further information e-mail soniah@ucef.org
or call the Ukrainian Catholic Education
Foundation, 773-235-8462.

ALEXANDRIA, Va.: The Washington Group
Cultural Fund continues its Sunday Music
Series with a program featuring violinist/
vocalist Solomia Gorokhivska, flutist Andrei
Pidkivka, guitarist Richard Miller and bass/
vocalist Branislaw Brinarsky. Traditional
songs along with modern compositions of
Myroslav Skoryk, Antonin Dvorak and George
Gershwin get vivacious original arrangements in diverse and fascinating combinations of acoustic folk art instruments in folk,
classical, jazz, samba and tango music. The
concert is at 3 p.m. at The Lyceum, 201 S.
Washington St. Suggested donation: $20; students, free; unreserved seating. For more
information e-mail twgculturalfund@gmail.
com; event contact phone number, 301-2292615; venue phone number: 703-838-4994.
Friday, November 23

TORONTO: Presentation of the award-winning feature documentary “Genocide
Revealed” by filmmaker Yurij Luhovy, winner
of 12 international awards, including Best
Historical Film and Best Documentary.
Narrated by actor Grahame Greene and
Liubomir Mykytiuk, the film exposes
Moscow’s policy of genocide against the
Ukrainian nation. The film focuses on the
1932-1933 Famine in Soviet Ukraine and the
accompanying decimation of the national
elite. The screening is sponsored by
Ukrainian National Federation of Canada and
the Ukrainian Women’s Organization of
Canada, Toronto branches. It will be held at
UNF Community Center, 145 Evans Ave., at 7
p.m. Admission is by donation. For more
information log on to www.yluhovy.com.

