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Anti-Defamation League honors Sheptytsky for rescuing Jews
by Alexander B. Kuzma
NEW YORK – The Anti-Defamation League on October
31 honored Metropolitan Andrey Sheptytsky, the leader of
the Ukrainian Catholic Church from 1900 until his death in
1944, for his heroism in sheltering Jewish children and
adults from the Holocaust. The ceremony took place during the ADL’s annual meeting, at a luncheon at the Grand
Hyatt Hotel in Manhattan.
Abraham Foxman, the national director of the ADL posthumously awarded Metropolitan Sheptytsky the Jan Karski
Courage to Care Award. Named after the Georgetown professor who was smuggled into a Nazi concentration camp to
document the horrors of the Holocaust, the Jan Karski
Award is bestowed on extraordinary individuals who risked
their lives to save Jews from extermination.
Before an audience of over 200 guests, Mr. Foxman
spoke movingly about Metropolitan Sheptytsky’s defiance
of the Nazi authorities, his pastoral letter titled “Thou shalt
not kill” (“Ne Ubyi”) and his personal efforts to shelter
Jewish children in various monasteries and churches
throughout Western Ukraine during the German
Occupation.
“It is said that the metropolitan never turned away a
Jew that turned to him for help,” said Mr. Foxman. He also
acknowledged the important contributions of other
Catholics – monks, priests and laypersons – who provided
sanctuary for Jews at the request of the Metropolitan.
The Jan Karski Award was presented to Prof. Jerzy
Weyman, a grandnephew of the metropolitan who traveled
from Poland to accept the award on behalf of the
Sheptytsky family.

David Karp/ADL

At the Anti-Defamation League’s ceremony honoring Metropolitan Andrey Sheptytsky (from left) are: Abraham
H. Foxman, ADL national director; Barry Curtiss-Lusher, ADL national chair; Bishop Paul Chomnycky of the
Ukrainian Catholic Church; Jerzy Weyman, grandnephew of the metropolitan; Rabbi Yaakov Dov Bleich, chief
rabbi of Kyiv and Ukraine; and Berel Rodal, director of the Ukrainian Jewish Encounter.
In the audience were several Holocaust survivors who
were saved through the efforts of the Catholic prelate.
Among them were Kurt Lewin and Dr. Leon Chameides,
sons of prominent rabbis in Lviv who have spent many
years trying to win recognition for Metropolitan
Sheptytsky’s heroism.
The landmark event was made possible through the
joint efforts of the ADL; Ya’akov Dov Bleich, the chief rabbi

of Ukraine; and the Ukrainian Jewish Encounter, an international campaign to promote interfaith dialogue between
Ukrainians and Jews founded by James Temerty, a
Ukrainian Canadian business leader and president of
Northland Power, a leading utility company based in
Toronto.

Rather than work on a compromise, the Party of Regions
parliamentary faction has avoided meetings and upped its
antes, ignoring big concessions offered by the EU and
imprisoned former Prime Minister Yulia Tymoshenko,
whose release is a requirement for the Ukraine-EU
Association Agreement.
The Ukrainian government this week filed criminal complaints against Ms. Tymoshenko in American and Swiss
courts. Meanwhile, Ukrainian President Viktor Yanukovych
met with Russian President Vladimir Putin for five hours on
October 27 in the resort city of Sochi, reportedly to hear the
Kremlin’s last-minute pitch for Kyiv to drop the EU.
The government’s efforts to meet EU requirements last
week were so poor that some observers suspected Mr.
Putin got his behind-the-scenes deal. Others expect the
Ukrainian president will wait until the very last minute to
decide on his country’s geopolitical future.
“Yanukovych has yet to make a final decision because he’s
afraid of everything,” said Petro Oleshchuk, a political science
lecturer at Shevchenko National University in Kyiv.
“He’s afraid of decisively rejecting the EU because that can
have unpredictable consequences. He’s afraid to join the
Customs Union since he doesn’t trust its leadership and
knows they don’t trust him as well. He’s afraid of releasing
Tymoshenko since he considers her his biggest personal
enemy since 2004. That’s why a decision isn’t being made
and they’re dragging time. The president’s wavering is
reflected in the Party of Regions position,” he explained.
The EU Foreign Affairs Council is scheduled to meet on
November 18 in Brussels to decide on whether to extend
the Ukrainian government an Association Agreement,

which would set Ukraine on an extensive EU-integration
program and prevent Ukraine’s membership in the
Eurasian Union, set for launch in 2015.
The Ukraine-EU agreement is scheduled to be signed on
November 28-29 at the Eastern Partnership summit in
Vilnius. EU Association Agreements with Moldova and
Georgia are also scheduled to be initialed.
Without signing the Ukraine agreement, the EU’s Eastern
Partnership program will be widely viewed as a failure after
Armenia (the fourth targeted country) agreed in early
September to join the Moscow-led Customs Union.
The main obstacle to the agreement remains the inability
of the Yanukovych administration to reach a compromise
with the EU to arrange for Ms. Tymoshenko’s release.
The EU offered a major concession on October 31 when
the diplomatic mission led by former European Parliament
President Pat Cox and former Polish President Aleksander
Kwasniewski announced it had dropped its demand for a
pardon for Ms. Tymoshenko and would accept as a solution
to the conflict a bill submitted by independent National
Deputy Anzhelika Labunska, the Kommersant-Ukraine
newspaper reported on November 1.
The Labunska bill gives prisoners the right to seek medical treatment abroad if they spent at least a year of uninterrupted treatment that didn’t result in a full recovery. Upon
ruling on a convict’s treatment abroad, the judge must also
rule on whether to grant the convict freedom, which
wouldn’t require overturning the conviction. Freedom could
be granted if a convict is determined to be in ill health.

(Continued on page 16)

Party of Regions undermines EU association as decision looms

Vladyslav Musienko/UNIAN

Party of Regions Parliamentary Faction Chair
Oleksandr Yefremov led his national deputies this week
in putting up obstacles in Parliament to the Ukraine-EU
Association Agreement’s requirements.
by Zenon Zawada
KYIV – With one week left before a historic decision by
the European Union, the Ukrainian government has been
putting up hurdles to the final Association Agreement
requirements instead of trying to meet them, allowing key
legislation to go unapproved with no parliamentary sessions
scheduled for this week.

(Continued on page 11)
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Draft EU summit text acknowledges
‘aspirations’ of Eastern neighbors
by Rikard Jozwiak
RFE/RL

A draft of the Vilnius summit declaration
seen by RFE/RL acknowledges the
European “aspirations” of its six Eastern
Partnership countries, includes wording on
Belarusian civil society that Minsk wants to
delete, and has left a blank space regarding
European Union-Armenia relations.
The final text of the declaration is
expected to be endorsed by the heads of
government of the EU member states – as
well as officials from Armenia, Azerbaijan,
Belarus, Georgia, Moldova and Ukraine – at
the Eastern Partnership summit in the
Lithuanian capital on November 28-29.
It should serve both as a template of
what has been achieved so far and what is
expected to happen ahead of the next summit in 2015.
The most fought-over paragraph in the
declaration has been one about the status
of the relationship of the six partner countries to the EU. The current draft states that
the “summit acknowledges the sovereign
right of each member state to choose its
ambition and final goal of its relations with
the European Union,” and to decide
“whether to remain partners in accordance
with Article 8 of the treaty of the European
Union or follow its European aspirations in
accordance with Article 49 thereof.”
The wording on “European aspirations”
is similar to the declaration issued after the
previous Eastern Partnership summit in
Warsaw in 2011 and is weaker than what
some pro-enlargement EU member states
want.
They would like wording along the lines
of “European perspective,” which applies to
the countries of the Western Balkans –
more strongly suggesting that these countries will one day become EU member

states, but not necessarily when.
It is not likely the wording will change
dramatically, as some EU member states –
most notably, France – aren’t keen to offer
anything that would imply future membership.
There is also a paragraph in brackets
welcoming the signature of an Association
Agreement together with a Deep and
Comprehensive Free Trade Areas (DCFTA)
pact with Ukraine and the initialing of the
same agreement with Georgia and
Moldova.
The progress made in Association
Agreement negotiations with Azerbaijan is
also welcomed, with Brussels indicating its
readiness to commence talks on a DCFTA.
No wording is ready yet for Armenia
after Yerevan announced that it wants to
join a Russian-led Customs Union. EU diplomats say a memorandum of understanding of future cooperation might be signed
instead.
Minsk has so far indicated that it wants
to delete all references in the declaration
referring to Belarusian society. One such
paragraph says: “The EU has increased its
engagement with Belarusian society
through a dedicated European dialogue on
modernization, launched in Brussels in
March 2012, as a sign of the EU’s firm commitment supporting the Belarusian people
and identifying key issues on the way
ahead and looks forward to engaging with
the Belarusian authorities in this regard,
too.”
In a paragraph concerning the possibility of Belarus signing a visa-facilitation
agreement with the EU, Minsk also wants
to delete a reference that says the agreement would be “for the benefit of the population at large.”
(Continued on page 7)

Religious leaders visit Brussels

KYIV – Ukrainian religious leaders
recently met with the chairman of the
European Parliament’s Committee on
Foreign Affairs, Elmar Brok, and a member
of the committee, Michael Gahler, who represent the parliamentary group of the
European People’s Party – the largest group
in the European Parliament, the Institute for
Religious Freedom reported on October 1.
During the meeting, both sides
exchanged views on the European perspective of Ukraine, especially about the importance of the fundamental values on which
modern Europe was built – freedom,
democracy, respect for human rights and
the rule of law.
Representing the delegation, Patriarch
Sviatoslav Shevchuk of the Ukrainian
Greek-Catholic Church said that religious
leaders of Ukraine do not represent the
government or politicians, but believers
who make up the vast majority of
Ukrainian society. “With our presence here
we want to show the good news from
Ukraine – we are a European people, and
we want to and know how to work together as representatives of different nations
and different faiths and religions. We see
the future of Ukraine in the sphere of free
European nations,” said the head of the
Ukrainian Greek Catholic Church.
Mr. Brok stated: “As in a marathon,
Ukraine and Europe have been together a
long way to reach this point, where it is
possible to sign the Association Agreement

at the summit in Vilnius. Hopefully in the
coming weeks we will overcome the last
hundred meters of the marathon.” Mr.
Gahler noted, “The European Union is not
so much something written on paper, as a
community of people who share common
values and implement them in practice.”
Patriarch Filaret Denysenko of the
Ukrainian Orthodox Church – Kyiv
Patriarchate said that religious leaders’
support of the European perspective of
Ukraine also comes from a desire for lasting peace for Europe and the world. “We do
not want Europe to be divided into two
warring camps, as it was in recent history,”
he said. He added that the recent celebration of the 1,025th anniversary of the
Baptism of Kyivan Rus’ showed that the
Ukrainian people and Ukraine have been
part of Europe for over 1,000 years.
Mufti Sheikh Ahmed Tamim, chairman
of the Spiritual Directorate of Muslims of
Ukraine, said: “Ukraine is a country where
Muslims have lived for centuries. We live in
peace and harmony, we cooperate – and we
want it be so throughout Europe, that there
is no room to extremism and aggression,
that Muslim and other religious slogans are
not used to spread evil.”
Other religious leaders of the Ukrainian
delegation also took part in the discussion.
The religious leaders had arrived in Brussels
on September 30 for a three-day visit.
Sources: Religious Information Service of
Ukraine, Ukrinform.

Kravchuk on Ukraine ‘divorcing’ Russia
KYIV – Former Ukrainian President
Leonid Kravchuk has called on Ukraine to
“divorce” Russia and “marry” the European
Union as soon as possible. He made this
statement on the “Shuster Live” talk show
on the Inter TV channel on November 1,
according to Radio Free Europe/Radio
Liberty. “If we fail in time to approach the
European Union, Russia will walk all over us,
and we cannot let that happen. …The sooner
we divorce Russia, the better for us.” At the
same time, he said, after the final choice of
Ukrainians in the interests of EU, the Russian
Federation will leave our state alone. “When
Ukraine decides on its ‘chosen one’ – I am
referring to the European Union – then
Russia will realize that there is no reason to
hope that Ukraine will become its ‘wife,’ ” Mr.
Kravchuk summed up. (Ukrinform)
Karpachova on Tymoshenko case

KYIV – For former Prime Minister Yulia
Tymoshenko to receive medical treatment in
Germany it is sufficient to use a resolution of
the Cabinet of Ministers of Ukraine, “On sending Ukrainian citizens abroad for treatment,”
making changes to it on the status of persons
that go abroad, the Verkhovna Rada’s former
Commissioner for Human Rights Nina
Karpachova told Radio Free Europe/Radio
Liberty. “I want to recall a resolution of the
Cabinet of Ministers of 1995, No. 991 ‘On
sending Ukrainian citizens abroad for treatment’ ... It is possible to make additional
changes on the particular status of prisoners
when they go abroad directly to that resolution, even without a law – to write this provision, which concerns the right of certain categories of sentenced persons,” Ms. Karpachova
said. According to the former ombudsman for
human rights, few remember that ruling, but
it is in effect and the Cabinet identified such
an order. Ms. Karpachova added that another
way to release Ms. Tymoshenko could be
through the adoption by Parliament of a law
that is in the context of Ukraine’s commitments to the EU. “I think that the Parliament
can pass a law that would address many of
the prisoners, including a law could be
applied to prisoner Yulia Tymoshenko,” she
said. Ms. Karpachova noted that the practice
of treating prisoners abroad is not new.
“Today there is such a practice regarding the
treatment of sick people who are already
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serving their sentences outside of these institutions, not only on the territories of their
countries, but in case of need abroad,” she
said, citing as examples the practices of
European countries such as Norway, Poland
and Bulgaria. According to Ms. Karpachova,
during her work at the office of the
Verkhovna Rada Commissioner for Human
Rights, she came to the conclusion that a person in a Ukrainian prison cannot get professional medical help. “Moreover, investigators
sometimes use the inability to get medical
care for pressure and obtaining necessary
confessions” the she noted, according to
November 4 news reports. (Ukrinform)
Moscow presses Kyiv on gas payments

MOSCOW – Russian Prime Minister
Dmitry Medvedev says Russia will ask
Ukraine to start prepaying for natural-gas
supplies if Kyiv doesn’t settle its outstanding
debts. Mr. Medvedev’s October 29 statement
followed a complaint by Aleksei Miller, chief
executive of Russian gas giant Gazprom,
who said Ukraine had thus far failed to pay
the $882 million due by October 1 for
August deliveries. Mr. Medvedev’s statement
was seen as the latest attempt by Moscow to
put pressure on Ukraine as it hopes to sign a
landmark Association Agreement with the
European Union in November in Vilnius.
Moscow has been pushing Kyiv to abandon
its EU agreement and join the Customs
Union of Russia, Belarus and Kazakhstan
instead. Kremlin spokesman Dmitry Peskov
said the issue of pursuing Ukraine’s gas debt
is “in no way” related to the EU Association
Agreement. (RFE/RL, based on reporting by
Interfax, the Associated Press and Agence
France-Presse)
IMF urges Kyiv to raise gas prices

KYIV – The International Monetary
Fund (IMF) has urged Ukraine to raise consumer gas prices and let the country’s currency, the hryvnia, trade more freely. IMF
mission leader Nikolay Gueorguiev made
the recommendations at the end of a 12-day
visit to Ukraine on October 31. He said
Ukraine needed a set of comprehensive and
credible reforms to stabilize the economy
and revive growth. In a statement, Mr.
Gueorguiev again called on Ukraine to end
(Continued on page 12)
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NEWS ANALYSIS: What Putin, Lukashenka and Yanukovych share
by David Marples
October 25 marked the 10th anniversary of the imprisonment of former Yukos
CEO Mikhail Khodorkovsky. Meanwhile,
former presidential candidate Nikolai
Statkevich, leader of the Belarusian Social
Democratic Party, will start the third year
of a six-year sentence in a medium-security
penal colony. In Ukraine, Yulia Tymoshenko
will have completed two years of her seven-year sentence for “abuse of power” and
“embezzlement” unless released under the
pressure of the European Union.
All three are widely considered to be
political prisoners. But while focus has
often been on the wrongfulness of their
detentions, less has been written about the
motives of those behind them: Presidents
Vladimir Putin, Alyaksandr Lukashenka
and Viktor Yanukovych.
They have much in common. All three
are products of the Soviet era. They are all
of similar age: Mr. Yanukovych is 63, Mr.
Putin is 61 and Mr. Lukashenka is 59. All
three have a checkered past. Mr.
Yanukovych has a criminal record, now
erased; Mr. Putin instituted harsh repressions in Chechnya; and Mr. Lukashenka has
effectively usurped power by eliminating
the 1994 Constitution and empowering the
KGB to harass and punish opponents.
What is more, all three have a gangster
mentality. Their language is populist but
crude. Of the three, Mr. Putin is the most
articulate, though Mr. Lukashenka is equally comfortable before an audience with
pre-circulated questions or speaking off
the cuff. All have an inclination to undermine their rivals by eliminating them as
potential threats.
David Marples is a distinguished university professor at the University of Alberta,
Edmonton. This article was originally published in The Moscow Times (see http://
www.themoscowtimes.com/opinion/article/what-putin-Lukashenka-and-yanukovych-share/488684.html#ixzz2j8ciy35m).

More simply put, enemies must be
destroyed.
In Mr. Putin’s case, the charges against
Mr. Khodorkovsky are not entirely false.
Without doubt, he and others took advantage of the loans-for-shares policy of a fragile Russian state during the 1990s. By buying lucrative oil companies at cut rates, the
new oligarchs could quickly make fortunes.
Yukos was the leading company in
Russia in 2003, and Mr. Khodorkovsky was
the country’s richest man. But his sentence
was extraordinarily harsh and politically
motivated. His original charge was for tax
evasion. Five years on, he was sentenced
again for embezzlement and money laundering. More allegations will likely surface
before his sentence ends in 2017.
Mr. Lukashenka’s arrests of political
prisoners are well-known. The most recent
batch derives from the demonstration in
Minsk after the December 2010 presidential election, when seven presidential candidates initially ended up in jail, and two
others were released after denouncing
their fellows.
They were taken to KGB isolation cells
and subjected to a variety of tortures,
including standing naked in cold temperatures, getting beaten and being deprived of
contact with families and lawyers. The goal
was to force them to request pardons
through admissions of guilt. Several did so.
Two subsequently fled abroad and received
asylum in the Czech Republic and Britain.
Mr. Statkevich refused to ask for clemency
and remains incarcerated.
Ms. Tymoshenko’s case has been in the
headlines since she was detained in 2011. A
murder case has also been drawn up relating to events in the 1990s when she was
vice-minister of energy and a close ally of
the disgraced former Prime Minister Pavlo
Lazarenko. Her situation has been much
publicized in connection with the forthcoming European Union summit in Vilnius,
when it is scheduled to sign an Association
Agreement with Ukraine. Although both the
government and opposition favor signing,
the EU thinks that the release of Ms.

Tymoshenko should be a precondition.
But Mr. Yanukovych has balked at releasing Ms. Tymoshenko, who would be
expected to run against him in the 2015
presidential election. He is taking a serious
risk. If the EU summit fails, Ukraine will
have few alternatives to joining the Russialed Customs Union, with Kazakhstan and
Belarus. For Mr. Yanukovych, such a failure
could end his political career.
Each leader could gain significantly from
showing clemency. According to recent
opinion polls, a majority of Russians would
welcome the release of Mr. Khodorkovsky,
who can hardly be considered a serious
rival now with his wealth dissipated and
with several reports about his poor health
and depression.
Mr. Statkevich has never been a major
political threat to Mr. Lukashenka, yet he
has been treated harshly in his punishment
cell. His roommate in prison for two
months was a prisoner with tuberculosis. It
is a common practice to place political prisoners alongside difficult inmates. In
January 2012, Mr. Statkevich was transferred from the correctional facility in
Shklov to a stricter prison in Mogilev. The
president will not release him until he
requests a pardon.
Ms. Tymoshenko is suffering from spinal
disc issues. Unlike her two fellow internees,
she has been able to publicize her case
widely. Two distinguished politicians,
Aleksander Kwasniewski and Pat Cox, who
have been monitoring criminal cases against
leading opposition members in Ukraine, on
October 2 presented Mr. Yanukovych with a
petition for Ms. Tymoshenko’s release. The
president appeared to consider consenting
but has not allowed her to depart to
Germany for medical treatment.
In each instance, liberation of prisoners
is perceived as a major concession. From
the leaders’ standpoint, the Europeans are
interfering. Mr. Lukashenka has even
accused them of spying. Any sign of vulnerability in their authoritarian states could
reduce the chances of engineered election
victories in the future. They see no demo-

cratic opposition but only see enemies
backed by hostile powers prepared to fund
their campaigns.
Of the three, Mr. Yanukovych is a relative
neophyte. He has been in office for only
three years, compared to 13 years for Mr.
Putin and 19 years for Mr. Lukashenka,
Belarus’ only president since its independence.
The Ukrainian leader is also in an
unusual position in that the EU seems prepared to grant him considerable license,
despite past transgressions. One reason is
that the Eastern Partnership founded in
2009 has been notably short of discernible
successes to date. Ukraine’s signing,
accompanied by the initialing of EU
Association Agreements by Moldova and
Georgia in late November, would be a
major step forward.
But a mere signature on paper will not
change Mr. Yanukovych’s outlook or policies. In this respect, there is little to choose
between the countries on the EU’s inside
track, Ukraine, and outside it, Belarus and
Russia. Of the three presidents, Mr.
Yanukovych, despite his potential success
with the Europeans, is the least secure in
office. The Ukrainian opposition remains
strong, and the allies of his Party of Regions
are dissatisfied with his leadership and
direction.
Twenty-two years after the Soviet collapse,
the mindset of the current leaders of the
three Slavic states remains very similar. They
will take whatever is given to them without
making concessions and regard any form of
“engagement” as evidence that their Western
neighbors are showing a lack of resolve.
Domestically, the quasi-democrats that
succeeded the former Soviet leaders have
“strutted and fretted” their brief time on
the stage and departed. The hard-liners
who replaced them perceive their states as
a form of self-image and follow democratic
rules only insofar as they can derive personal benefits. Although ostensibly moving
toward Europe, the difference between
Ukraine and its Slavic neighbors at the elite
level is narrowing rather than widening.

U.S. and Ukraine launch Fulbright program on science and technology
U.S. Embassy Kyiv

KYIV – U.S. Ambassador Geoffrey R. Pyatt and Ukraine’s
Minister of Education and Science Dmytro Tabachnyk on
November 1 signed a Memorandum of Understanding
(MOU) officially launching the first jointly funded Fulbright
program between the United States and Ukraine.
The Fulbright Science and Technology Education
Program, or STEP, is a pilot project that will fully fund the
travel and studies of up to 10 Ukrainian graduate students
at U.S. universities for the 2014 academic year. Fulbright
STEP will place successful applicants in U.S. programs in
science, technology and mathematics, with a preference
for cutting-edge fields such as sustainable technology and
nanotechnology.
During the signing, Ambassador Pyatt noted that
Fulbright STEP is part of the Embassy’s ongoing partnership with Ukraine’s Education Ministry to broaden educational exchanges and strengthen bilateral cooperation in
innovation, science and technology.
Scholarship winners for the Fulbright STEP are selected
through an open, competitive process that includes a written application and interview by a binational panel of
experts, with equal representation from the U.S. Embassy
and Ukraine’s Ministry of Education and Science.
Placement at U.S. universities is done through the Fulbright
system in coordination with the Ministry of Education and
Science.
Fulbright STEP adds a bilaterally funded and managed
exchange component to the existing Fulbright Graduate
Student Program, which has been fully funded by the U.S.
government since the Fulbright program opened in

At the signing of the Memorandum of Understanding officially launching the first jointly funded Fulbright
program between the United States and Ukraine, called the Fulbright Science and Technology Education Program.
Ukraine in 1992.
The Fulbright program is the flagship educational
exchange program of the United States. Established in
1946 by legislation initiated by Sen. William J. Fulbright,
the program has supported over 300,000 scholars and
graduate level students globally. Fulbright is currently
active in over 155 countries. Participants returning from
the new Fulbright STEP program will join a community of

over 850 Ukrainian Fulbright alumni. In addition, Ukraine
has hosted over 450 American Fulbright scholars and students who have taught and conducted research at universities throughout Ukraine. The program in Ukraine is in its
21st year.
Fulbright Director Marta Kolomayets and Deputy
Director Inna Barysh witnessed the signing of the MOU at
the Ministry of Education.
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66th UAV National Convention celebrates 30th Anniversary of UAV Michigan Post 101
by Anna Krawczuk
and Bernard Krawczuk
WARREN, Mich. – The 66th annual
National Convention of the Ukrainian
American Veterans Inc. was held October
4-6, in Warren, Mich. UAV Michigan Post
101, whose members were simultaneously
celebrating their 30th anniversary, hosted
the event. The convention was also attended by the members of the UAV National
Ladies Auxiliary, who registered the UAV
delegates, reported to the convention body
and held their own annual meeting.
The UAV national executive board met
on the eve of the convention, on Thursday,
October 3, in the conference room of the
Baymont Inn and Suites, in Warren, where
most of the delegates had opted to stay.
National Commander Ihor W. Hron conducted this gathering, and UAV Post 101
Commander Oleh R. Cieply briefed everyone on the details of the upcoming events.
The convention officially convened on
Friday, October 4, in the Dovbush Room of
the Ukrainian Cultural Center in Warren,
Mich. Adhering to the UAV Constitution and
By-laws, Commander Hron led the opening

ceremony and chaired the convention proceedings. UAV National Service Officer/
Chaplain Marian Bojsiuk offered the opening prayer, and National Adjutant Roman
Rondiak conducted roll call. UAV National
Judge Advocate Mathews verified the quorum.
Before turning to the official business of
the day, UAV 66th Convention Committee
Chairman Cieply welcomed everyone and
introduced members of his committee,
including the banquet vice chairman
Matthew Wroblewski and Leo Cionka.
Messrs Cionka and Wroblewski had taken
over the responsibilities of compiling the
66th UAV Convention Journal after the
passing of Christian Shalay. Matthew
Wroblewski’s son Eric created the journal’s
beautiful cover and designed the journal
layout.
Financial and activity reports were presented by UAV National Finance Officer
Jerry Kindrachuk, Quartermaster Stephen
Kostecki, Welfare Officer Myroslaw Pryjma,
Scholarship Officer Nicholas Skirka, and
Past National Commander Anna Krawczuk,
who reported on the UAV National
Monument Committee and the UAV

UAV 66th Convention delegates. Seated in the front are (from left): Oleh Cieply,
Jerry Kindrachuk, William Szozda, National Commander Ihor W. Hron, Roman
Rondiak, Marian Bojsiuk and Anna Krawczuk.

Anna Krawczuk

UAV 66th Convention Committee members (from left): Matthew Wroblewski, Oleh
Karanec, Oleh Cieply, Leo Cionka and Marion Zarewych.
Registration Project. All financial reports
were accepted after the audit report presented by George Mutlos.
The afternoon session began with activity reports presented by the UAV officers.
The first to speak was UAV National
Commander Hron, followed by William
Szozda, Mr. Bojsiuk, Edward Zetick,
Bernard Krawczuk, Webmaster Jerry
Kindrachuk, Mathew Koziak, New York
State Commander Peter Polnyj and post
commanders.
As reflected in the resolutions accepted
at the convention, the main concerns
requiring attention were: the recruitment
of new members, profile-raising and promotion of the UAV, and increasing fundraising for the completion of the UAV
National Monument at St. Andrew
Cemetery in South Bound Brook, N.J.
The Membership Committee, chaired by
Vice-Commander William Szozda, (with
members Mr. Kostecki, Jerry Shutovich,
Nicholas Jakowiw, Mr. Bojsiuk and Mr.
Polnyj), recommended publication of an
informative flyer, advertising in local newspapers and Ukrainian American mass

media, using Facebook and other Internet
venues, as well as contacting Ukrainian
American organizations as a platform to
inform and recruit veterans of the Iraq war
and Global War on Terrorism.
UAV By-Laws Committee Chair Mathew
Koziak and Historical/Archives Chair
Edward A. Zietick also presented their
reports.
Before the official closing of the 66th
UAV National Convention, National
Commander Hron announced that UAV
Post 24 of Cleveland had volunteered to
host the UAV’s 67th National Convention in
2014. The convention body welcomed this
announcement with enthusiasm and
applause.
The festive banquet of the 66th UAV
Convention was held at the Ukrainian
Cultural Center in Warren on Saturday,
October 5. The banquet program included a
celebration marking UAV Michigan Post
101’s 30th anniversary.
After the presentation of colors, those
assembled sang the American and
(Continued on page 17)

OBITUARY: Medal of Honor recipient Nicholas Oresko, 96
PARSIPPANY, N.J. – Nicholas Oresko, a
hero of the Battle of the Bulge and the oldest living recipient of the U.S. Medal of
Honor, died on October 4. He was 96.
He died at a hospital in Englewood, N.J.,
of complications from surgery on his right
femur after a fall near his nursing home in
Cresskill, N.J. It was the same leg that was
injured during the Battle of the Bulge, The
Washington Post noted.
Mr. Oresko, who was of Ukrainian background, joined the U.S. Army during World
War II, arriving in France two months after
the Allied invasion of Normandy on D-Day,
June 6, 1944. He was the platoon leader in
Company C of the 302d Infantry Regiment,
94th Division.
As recounted by the Philadelphia
Inquirer, “Oresko and his company ran into
stubborn resistance January 23, 1945, near
the small town of Tettingen, in MerzigWadern, Saarland. They were hit by automatic fire from the flanks.”
The newspaper quoted the citation for
his Medal of Honor: “Realizing that a
machine gun in a nearby bunker must be
eliminated, he swiftly worked ahead alone,
braving bullets which struck about him,
until close enough to throw a grenade into
the German position. He rushed the bunker
and, with point-blank rifle fire, killed all the
hostile occupants who survived the grenade blast.”

“…another machine gun opened up on
him, knocking him down and seriously
wounding him in the hip,” but he struck out
alone in advance of his unit to attack the
second bunker, the citation continues.
“With a grenade, he crippled the dug-in
machine gun defending this position and
then wiped out the troops manning it with
his rifle, completing his second selfimposed, one-man attack.” The citation
added: “Although weak from the loss of
blood, he refused to be evacuated until
assured the mission was successfully
accomplished.”
The New York Times reported that Sgt.
Oresko, only 5-feet-4 and about 150

Wikimedia Commons

Nicholas Oresko, recipient of the U.S.
Medal of Honor.

USPS

Master Sgt. Nicholas Oresko is pictured
second from left in the bottom row of a
new U.S. Postal Service stamp issue.

pounds and 28 years old at the time of his
heroic act, received the Medal of Honor on
October 12, 1945, from President Harry S.
Truman. The citation hailed his “quick
thinking, indomitable courage and
unswerving devotion to the attack.”
The Washington Post reported that Mr.
Oresko, who was asked shortly after the war
what propelled him to lead his one-man raid
on a well-fortified enemy position, said: “All
hell breaks loose, you do something.”
Mr. Oresko had lived in Tenafly, N.J.,

before entering an assisted-living center in
Cresskill. He was predeceased by his wife,
Jean, in 1980, and their son, Robert, in 2010.
On October 10, according to The StarLedger of New Jersey, family, friends, fellow
soldiers, police officers and firefighters
from across the region came to a funeral
service at Bergen Community College to
pay tribute to Mr. Oresko.
New Jersey Gov. Christie directed that
the flags of the United States of America
and New Jersey be flown at half-staff at all
state departments, offices and agencies on
October 10-17 in honor of Master Sgt.
Oresko, a native of Bayonne, N.J.
In 2012, Bayonne School No. 14 had
been renamed for Sgt. Oresko.
Master Sgt. Oresko is now pictured on a
folio accompanying a U.S. Postal Service
stamp issued to commemorate Veterans
Day 2013. He is one of 12 Medal of Honor
recipients depicted on the sheet of stamps,
which will be released at a special ceremony
on November 11 at the National World War
II Memorial in Washington. The ceremony
will pay tribute to the 464 soldiers, sailors
and Marines awarded the nation’s highest
medal for bravery during World War II.
According to the Ukrainian American
Veterans organization, three Ukrainian
Americans have been awarded the Medal of
Honor: Pvt. Nicholas Minue, Pvt. 1st Class
John Dudko and Master Sgt. Oresko.
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SPOTLIGHT ON …
Oksana Stanko, licensed insurance agent and UNA field agent liaison,
joined the insurance staff at the UNA Home Office in 2007.
by Irene Jarosewich
Oksana, people describe you as passionate about your
job. What is it that drives this passion – protecting people, or the products, or the fact that the UNA is a fraternal, or support for things Ukrainian?
Actually, all of those. I came to the UNA a bit later in life.
This is my second career. Through the years, I have become
convinced of the importance of everything you mentioned.
First of all, the UNA has very good products. Solid products.
My education, I have an MBA, and my professional experience, together they have given me an excellent perspective on
the world of financial products. I can sell our products with
confidence. Ours work. And I am passionate about the need
for life insurance – whenever I hear people say “I don’t need
life insurance; there is only a small chance that I will die
before old age” – I remind them that life insurance is for the
living. The chances of you dying may be fairly low, but if it
does happen – and I’ve seen it happen – cancer, car accidents,
heart attacks – and your family is not prepared, then it’s devastating. Why would you even want to risk that? I’m convinced of the need not only of insurance, but for our annuities
and endowments, as well. Especially now, annuities are
essential. For many reasons, millions of Baby Boomers,
among them people in our community, are unprepared for
retirement and need to save a lot now. IRAs have a contribution limit. Annuities do not. It’s a solid way to go. And yes, I
believe in the importance of the UNA – both in our mission of
supporting our Ukrainian heritage, as well as being a fraternal. The idea of a fraternal is to put people – our members,
our clients, our community – first.
Sales to individuals, however, are only a part of your
job. You are also the UNA’s field agent liaison. What does
that mean?

During the past few decades, the sale of life insurance and
annuities has become more complicated – different states
have different regulations and requirements. Besides the
insurance agents in our Home Office in New Jersey, the UNA

now has a network of agents in the 15 states where we are
licensed. It is my job to answer agent questions, or their clients’ questions. I educate them about our products, about the
UNA, to make sure our outside agents and their clients are
comfortable with UNA. A key point here is safety, our stability.
In twelve decades, the UNA has never defaulted on a single
payout. That’s an excellent, consistent record. We’re a solid,
conservative mid-size fraternal. We’re not as big as the largest
fraternal in America, nor are we as big as for-profit insurance
companies. But I think smaller can be better. We offer a personal touch.
That’s a good point. You can find the direct telephone
extensions of Home Office agents on the UNA website.
Not many large companies offer that.

Absolutely true. They do not. People want to know what is
happening with their money. People want to speak directly
with someone who knows what is happening with their
money. With us, if you want to, you can speak with the same
person each time. You won’t get a call center in a far-away
country. You’ll call me and I’ll remember the conversation we
had last week. You can call me once and then not call me for a
year and I’ll still remember you. It’s a matter of respect. I will
send you a personal follow-up letter, I will put a cover note in
my package of information. I respect that you are placing your
trust in us. I want you to know that I appreciate your trust.
That may sound like a typical line, but for me it’s true. I
believe that.
What is it about the UNA that you wish people would
better understand?

Sometimes our prices are very close to other providers,
especially for term life. So I remind people of the benefits and
community support offered by the UNA. In the end, it’s gratifying to hear that someone decided to choose the UNA – because
it’s ours. That’s what I would want people to understand.
Oksana Stanko can be reached at
(800) 253-9862 ext. 3039 or via email at
stanko@unamember.com

Oksana Stanko

“I remind people of the
benefits and community
support
offered
by
the UNA. In the end,
it’s gratifying to hear
that someone decided
to choose the UNA –
because it’s ours. That’s
what I would want people
to understand.”
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The Ukrainian Weekly
On the eve of the EU decision
If the Ukraine-EU Association Agreement isn’t signed in Vilnius, it won’t be
because of a lack of effort by the diplomatic mission led by European Parliament
President Pat Cox and former Polish President Aleksander Kwasniewski.
They have done a remarkable job as diplomats in trying to resolve the conflict
surrounding the European Union’s demand that Ukrainian President Viktor
Yanukovych arrange for the release of imprisoned former Prime Minister Yulia
Tymoshenko. These efforts include 22 visits totaling at least 93 days since June
2012. Mr. Kwasniewski said his wife even asked him whether he has another family
in Ukraine. “I said, ‘Yes, it’s Mr. Yanukovych and Ms. Tymoshenko,’ ” he said jokingly
at the Yalta European Strategy summit.
When submitting their mission report on October 15 to the European Parliament,
Messrs. Cox and Kwasniewski proposed that Mr. Yanukovych offer Ms. Tymoshenko
a partial pardon, without offering the details of what that might look like.
Mr. Yanukovych and his entourage have opposed giving Ms. Tymoshenko a pardon because she hasn’t admitted to any wrongdoing and therefore refuses to ask for
one. It’s her attorney, Serhiy Vlasenko, who has made the request on her behalf.
Granting Ms. Tymoshenko the pardon would therefore exonerate her of guilt in the
eyes of the Ukrainian public and would cause Mr. Yanukovych to lose face, both of
which are the last things that he needs with the presidential campaign about to begin.
A significant event occurred on October 31 when Messrs. Cox and Kwasniewski
offered a deeper concession, dropping their demand for a pardon to support a bill drafted by independent National Deputy Anzhelika Labunska that provides conditions for
Ms. Tymoshenko’s release that avoid a pardon. Among the bill’s key points is that it
empowers a judge to rule on granting freedom to a convict seeking medical treatment
abroad, based on his or her medical inability to fulfill the remainder of a prison sentence.
Had the Yanukovych administration and the ruling Party of Regions been serious
about the Association Agreement, they would have taken advantage of this concession, which has been supported by all three opposition parties, and hammered out a
compromise in Parliament. But instead, they have demonstrated they’re not concerned about such a unique opportunity slipping through their fingers.
Quite rudely, Party of Regions national deputies skipped a scheduled meeting of
the legislative and law enforcement committee on November 4, where they said
they’d be willing to negotiate a compromise on a bill. Two days later, the same committee sent the bill for further modification by a working group, thereby not giving
the Parliament a chance to vote for them at the only two sessions remaining before
the EU Foreign Affairs Council will make its historic decision on November 18.
We don’t rule out that the Party of Regions could (yet again) violate parliamentary regulations to call an extraplenary session this week to hold a last-minute vote on
the necessary legislation. Perhaps there are some other maneuvers up the party’s
sleeve that we don’t know about. But what we can say with certainty is that the
behavior of the Yanukovych administration and the Party of Regions has been reckless and deserves to be condemned.
Their recklessness has placed under grave threat a historic moment for
Ukrainians to draw closer to the civilized world – where the law is enforced and individual rights are largely protected – and improve their living standards.
We call upon the Yanukovych administration to find a compromise based on the
Labunska bill that has been endorsed by the European Union and the Ukrainian
opposition before November 18, and not afterwards, which would be utterly foolish
(but not impossible considering all the antics demonstrated throughout this process).
Inevitably, there’ll be some serious finger-pointing and blame-shifting should the
agreement collapse, which unfortunately looks more likely than not at this point.
Given the compromises offered by the EU and Ms. Tymoshenko, it’s apparent that
the full burden of blame will rest on the Yanukovych administration.
And let’s see Mr. Yanukovych try to get re-elected honestly with that disaster on
his political report card.

Nov.
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Turning the pages back...

Last year, on November 16, 2012, Ukraine’s Minster of Energy
Yurii Boiko announced on the Inter TV channel that Kyiv was dissatisfied with the price Russia’s gas giant, Gazprom, charges
Ukraine for gas.
“We know there will be arguments, even court battles with
our Russian colleagues,” he said, but Ukraine intends to defend
its national interests.
EU leaders pushed Ukraine and Russia in 2009 to quickly resolve their bilateral gas dispute and allow gas exports to reach European destinations. Former Prime Minister Yulia
Tymoshenko remains imprisoned on charges of abuse of office over the signing of a gas
deal with Russian Prime Minister Vladimir Putin that allowed the gas shipments to
Europe to resume.
Ukraine purchased 26 billion cubic meters (bcm) of Russian gas in 2011, which was 1.5
bcm less than the contract for 2012. Vadim Chuprun, deputy chairman of Ukraine’s state
gas company Naftohaz, said that Ukraine would cut gas imports from Gazporm further in
2013 and would only purchase up to 20 bcm of gas. Ukraine paid $430 per thousand cubic
meters for Russian gas in the fourth quarter of 2012. Mr. Chuprun said that Russian government officials and Gazprom insist that Ukraine pays for all of the gas it agreed to purchase, whether it accepts the full volume or not.
Mr. Boiko said that Ukraine could buy gas from Germany’s RWE at a discount of $40 to
$70 per 1,000 cubic meters than Russia’s price. Summer prices could be still lower. Other
proposals included shipping Azerbajian’s gas through Ukraine’s gas transit pipeline network to Europe. BP and Norway’s Statoil each have a 25.5-percent stake in the Shah Deniz
gas field, as well as LukAgip, a combination of Italy’s Eni and Russia’s Lukoil, with each
having a 10-percent stake.
Source: “Ukraine reduces Russian gas imports,” (RFE/RL), The Ukrainian Weekly,
November 25, 2012.
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U.S. AMBASSADOR’S ADDRESS

Ukraine’s future in Europe

U.S. Ambassador to Ukraine Geoffrey R. Pyatt speaks at the National University of
Kyiv Monyla Academy.
Following are extended excerpts of the
October 29 speech by U.S. Ambassador to
Ukraine Geoffrey R. Pyatt at the National
University of Kyiv-Mohyla Academy.
…Since my arrival in Kyiv, I have had the
opportunity to meet with, observe and listen to Ukrainian leaders, students, businesspeople, intellectuals, the media and the
general public. I am inspired by what I hear,
by the enthusiasm of students like you, by
the energy of NGO workers tackling some
of Ukraine’s toughest social issues and by
the commitment of journalists working to
overcome press censorship and intimidation. I have also been impressed by your
political leaders and by the seriousness
with which the Ukrainian government is
approaching signing the Association
Agreement with the European Union in
November, which is aimed at cementing
Ukraine’s institutional relationship with
Europe.
My overall impression, however, is one
of an inward-looking Ukraine. A Ukraine so
focused on its internal problems that
debate here misses all that is swirling
around you. I am here to argue that by
looking outward and engaging with Europe
and the wider world Ukraine will find its
place among the world’s independent,
democratic and prosperous nations.
Believe me: introspection is not unique
to Ukraine. We in the United States have
also looked inwards during long periods in
our development. Some might even say we
are doing so now. Americans, like
Ukrainians, focus on family, friends, on
earning a living wage and providing the
best possible start in life for their children.
But, over time, Americans have learned
that to grow and prosper we must become
active global citizens. Our nation has to
engage, to observe and understand the
world around it, and then to jump right in
and be part of the tremendous changes
that are happening every day, in every corner of the globe.
Ukraine needs to do the same. Your
moment is now, and the EU Association
Agreement and its accompanying Deep and
Comprehensive Free Trade Agreement are
the tools with which Ukraine can assure its
sovereignty and independence by anchoring itself to European institutions.
But the United States is not just urging
Ukraine integrate more closely with
Europe – we are doing it as well. The
United States and the European Union are
currently negotiating the Trans-Atlantic
Trade and Investment Partnership, or T-TIP,

a comprehensive trade treaty which aims
to grow the trans-Atlantic economy and
provide the United States with many of the
benefits from trade with Europe that
Ukraine seeks through the Association
Agreement, specifically the Deep and
Comprehensive Free Trade Area. We are
not recommending you take a course that
we are not willing to take ourselves. I am
hopeful that with T-TIP and the DCFTA, we
are ALL on a common road to prosperity.
I have said it repeatedly: the United
States supports the Ukrainian people’s
European choice. We are your friend in this
enterprise. A sovereign, territorially sound,
democratic, economically prosperous and
European Ukraine has always been at the
center of our hopes for our bilateral relationship. We stand ready to help Ukraine’s
economy become connected to global markets, to help you strengthen your democratic processes and institutions, and to
help you take advantage of the many
changes coming your way. We fervently
hope that the government will take the few
remaining steps necessary to sign the association agreement at next month’s Vilnius
summit, including the release of former
Prime Minister [Yulia] Tymoshenko so that
she can get the medical treatment she
needs abroad. This is your choice – and no
one else has the right to tell you otherwise
or interfere with your aspirations to better
your nation by integrating with your
European neighbors. No one.
New opportunities

With change comes opportunity. The
opportunities the EU presents Ukraine
include: greater access to European markets for Ukrainian goods; the opportunity
to grow domestic industries like IT, agroindustry and energy development; the ability
to position Ukraine as Europe’s gateway to
Eurasia; the opportunity to improve relationships and increased trade with all of
your neighbors; and the opportunity to
attract new, dynamic investments and new
ideas to Ukraine. There is no better way to
improve Ukraine competitiveness than by
harmonizing its standards with the world’s
biggest market. ...
Exposure to European and other global
markets will showcase Ukraine’s high literacy rate, an education system focused on
science, technology, engineering and math,
and the great talent that lives and works
here. In Yalta, I was thrilled to see how
Ukrainian students developed one of the
(Continued on page 14)
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LETTER TO THE EDITOR

Re: Fedynsky’s “first”
translation of “Kobzar”
Dear Editor:

“As I crossed a bridge over the Moscow
River, I looked at the nearby Shevchenko
monument and a feeling swept across my
chest that said, ‘Translate the Kobzar.’ ” I
read this in Roman Czajkowsky’s story
(October 27) about Peter Fedynsky’s
appearance at the Ukrainian Institute of
America in New York. The headline over
the story was “First English translation of
Shevchenko’s complete ‘Kobzar’ presented
at UIA.”
As usual, the word “first” in the headline
irked me, because that word in journalism
always is dangerous. But then I asked
myself – “Which ‘Kobzar’?”
I went to my shelf holding all 14 volumes of Taras Shevchenko’s works published in the 1950s and 1960s by Mykola
Denysiuk that I had bought using my own
meagre earnings. The first volume begins
with “Chyhyryn Kobzar and Haydamaky.”
Notes in this volume say this is from 1844
“Kobzar.” And there were many other
“Kobzars.” In Cherkassy, south of Kyiv, there

is a “Kobzar Museum” – a collection devoted to the volumes of works by Shevchenko.
I also remembered a lecture by the late
Shevchenko specialist Bohdan Krawciw,
one of Svoboda’s editors. He had documented the problems the Soviets had with
Shevchenko, whom they had appropriated.
Mr. Krawciw showed how the Soviets
would drop one of Shevchenko’s poems in
three or four editions of “Kobzar,” then
include it in the next edition, and drop it
again for a couple of editions.
The poem was “Yakby-to ty Bohdane
pyanyi,/ Teper na Pereyaslav hlianuv…” (If
you, drunken Bohdan, would look at
Pereyaslav now…) In short, Shevchenko
brutally charges that Bohdan Khmelnytsky,
a Ukrainian icon, was drunk when he
signed the Pereyaslav Treaty with Russia in
1654.
I don’t know if Mr. Fedynsky translated
this poem. But I don’t want to translate it.
It’s worth learning Ukrainian to read it in
the original. And you don’t need my 14 volumes of Denysiuk’s Shevchenko to read it.
By Googling “Якби-то, ти Богдане
п’яний” the poem appears in several versions with annotations in “Google speed.”
R.L. Chomiak
Washington

IN THE PRESS: The EU and Ukraine

“Will EU embrace Ukraine’s membership bid in Vilnius?” by Alexander J.
Motyl, on his blog “Ukraine’s Orange
Blues,” posted on the website of the
World Affairs Journal (www.worldaffairsjournal.org), November 5:
“The European Union is often depicted
as a feckless, bumbling institution with lots
of sex appeal but little capacity to act and
talk tough, even when it’s in the EU’s direct
interest to do so. …
“Here’s a case in point. It’s clearly in the
EU’s direct interest to integrate Ukraine
through association and accession talks,
and it’s clearly in the EU’s interest to do so
swiftly and decisively, especially now, as
Russia has just ramped up pressure on
Ukraine over gas. And yet, Europe appears
unwilling to act and talk tough vis-à-vis
Moscow, on which it is, to be sure, dependent for gas, even though it would be in its
interest to do so. Is such behavior unavoidable?
“Not necessarily so, says Jonas Grätz, a
researcher with the Global Security Team
at the Center for Security Studies in Zurich,
Switzerland – and especially when it comes

Draft EU summit...
(Continued from page 2)
EU member states are likely to resist
these moves, but Belarus has the support
of the other five partners in deleting these
sentences.
When it comes to visas, there is a blank
space for Moldova, indicating that the EU
might be ready to offer some sort of visa
liberalization for certain individuals, such
as students or business people, but not the
general large-scale visa liberalization that
Chisinau is seeking.
Very little is so far mentioned about the
various frozen conflicts in the partner
countries, but Georgia has inserted a line
which reads, “Participants emphasize the
need for the full implementation of the
mandate of the EUMM [European Union

to Russia and Ukraine, where the EU can
act decisively and strongly in the very gas
sector that many perceive as its weakness.
“In a nutshell, Grätz makes the following
argument:
“ ‘Russia’s and the EU’s development
models for their neighborhood diverge
increasingly, taking on the character of a
zero-sum game. Moscow’s assertive actions
against Ukraine have opened a window of
opportunity for the EU. The EU should
ensure that the Association Agreement
with Ukraine will finally be signed at the
Vilnius summit [in November]. Yet, the EU
has to do more to take the edge off Russian
pressure. Ironically, Brussels can do this …
exactly where Moscow is deemed strong: in
the natural gas sector.’
“Russian elites want Ukraine because,
according to Grätz, ‘it serves to underpin
their own concept of Russia as the center of
a “civilization” distinct from the West.’ The
European Union, meanwhile, needs
Ukraine, both because it ‘is important both
as a symbol of its success model of peaceful
reform of governance and as a strategic
energy hub.’ As a result, Europe’s future is
directly connected to Ukraine’s…”
Monitoring Mission in Georgia] of the
whole territory of Georgia and to its future
strengthening and reiterate their support
for the Geneva international discussions.”
It is likely that Moldova will try to insert
something similar about Transdniester,
whereas it is unclear if Armenia or
Azerbaijan want to mention the frozen conflict of Nagorno-Karabakh.
The draft declaration is currently being
discussed among EU diplomats and officials from the six partnership countries
and is scheduled to be endorsed first by EU
ambassadors at a meeting in mid-November.
Copyright 2013, RFE/RL Inc. Reprinted
with the permission of Radio Free Europe/
Radio Liberty, 1201 Connecticut Ave. NW,
Washington DC 20036; www.rferl.org (see
http://www.rferl.org/content/eu-neighbors-eastern-statement/25153908.html).

Faith and love triumphant!

Alexander Motyl described “From the
Ashes,” Wolodymyr Mohuchy’s recently published fictional account of life in Soviet
Ukraine, as a “morality tale.”
Kirkus Reviews labeled the book “sensually
rich, depicting the smells and tastes of wartime, as well as of family and friendships...”
One would think that a story about Soviet
Ukraine would be stark, morbid and depressing, similar in sentiment to Alexander
Solzhenitsyn’s “One Day in the Life of Ivan
Denisovich.” Yes, the story is bleak at times.
For me, however, Mr. Mohuchy’s chronicle is a
romantic, semi-biographical novel about the
triumph of perseverance, faith and love.
Written in the first person, the tale
revolves around the adventures of Mykola
Wasilievich Morozenko, the son of an
Orthodox priest, and a seminary student
who later changes his surname to Mohuchy
so as not to be targeted by the NKVD for
being the son of a priest.
We follow Mykola’s life through the first
world war, the first Ukrainian republic, the
Soviet invasion and Stalinization, a brief
sojourn in Baku, Kazakhstan, back to
Ukraine, the German invasion, ordination
and, finally, freedom in the West.
Mykola’s existence is filled with adversity.
His father is arrested and sent to a Soviet
labor camp. Two of his children perish.
Friends are arrested and disappear. Mykola
makes a tenuous living as a newspaper translator and writer. He manages to survive with
his wife, Mila, and the birth of a son, a third
child. His daily life is chronicled simply. No
complaining, no anger, just acceptance and
prayer for eventual deliverance.
In addition to Mila, Mykola relies on the
support of many friends, especially David
Kaminski, a life-long, childhood Jewish friend
who later becomes the godfather of his son
and a mysterious government insider.
Ukrainian religious traditions during preSoviet days are lovingly described: “The faint
glow of a new day was emerging... when we
finally exited church – my father, the deacon, a
half-dozen singers and trustees carrying the
cross... As we approached the faithful who waited outside, they enjoined singing, ‘Christ is risen
from the dead, conquering death by death...’ ”
Life in Ukraine changes dramatically: “In
1918, the tranquil spirit is violated by marauding bands that did not bypass even the most
remote settlements... They defiled man and
beast alike... With either the red or the white
banners raised aloft, they browbeat the beleaguered captives to stand beneath their banners... one invading force would evaporate
overnight followed by the appearance of yet
another at daybreak, distinguishable neither
in demands nor brutality.”
Mr. Mohuchy is a wordsmith, able to
describe perceptions with a fine eye for detail
and emotion. Early on, for example, Mykola
becomes a bit stage player. The first time he
spots Mila, who will later become his wife, we
read: “I was mesmerized by the theater director’s box and on several occasions my fellow
extras had to prod me off stage. The object of
my preoccupation was seated front and center
like a poppy resplendent in full bloom dominating an entire stubble field. She was elegance
personified, as modern as if she stepped down
from the silver screen of a film from America.”
Another example: Following an absence of
two years, Mykola returns home and
describes his mother: “In contrast to father,
mother had aged noticeably. Her hair was
completely gray, not silky, matronly gray, but
the harsh, brittle gray of worry and hardship.
Deep lines carved her face. Her hands were
rough, gnarled with arthritis – the hands of a
hard-working peasant woman rather than

those of a clergyman’s wife.”
Mykola’s walk from his suburban home to
the center of Zaporizhia is also vividly rendered: “The brilliant November sun had me in
its sights from the moment I turned west onto
Kuibushev Street to Lenin Prospect, which
was shaded by robust trees liveried in spectacular autumn colors.”
It is not until Chapter 21 that we learn of
the brutality of Stalin’s collectivization campaign. As explained by his friend David, “the
Soviet Union had set its course on permanently breaking the stubborn back of
Ukrainian nationalism... the state for all practical purposes had declared war on the
Ukrainian peasant, and the weapon of
choice would be food.”
Mykola later describes a visit to his brother Fedir’s village during the Holodomor.
“There were no people. There were no animals. There were no dogs or cats. There
were no rodents... Fedir explained what had
happened. The village collective was totally
mismanaged and half the crop was left rotting in the field. After the harvest, there were
recriminations about the shortfall... In the
middle of January, in the coldest part of the
winter, our village was surrounded by outsiders... These men went from house... They
took everything consumable, including livestock and fowl... They would probe dung
heaps and compost piles for hidden stores...
They blockaded the roads so that no one
could come or go. Now, of course, they have
no reason to block the roads since we don’t
have the strength to leave.”
As for the future, Mykola’s father remains
optimistically prescient. “The seeds for the
next generation are planted and will blossom
when the red cloud evaporates...
Uncompromising faith and spirit can never be
stamped out with brutality. They smolder, they
ferment, they propagate underground and, at
the first opportunity, the ashes sprout fresh
tendrils, deep-rooted and more resilient...”
Fortunately, Mykola’s odyssey doesn’t end
in the ashes. During the German occupation
he completes his religious training, is
ordained a priest and makes his way to the
West with his wife and son.
With the Christmas season approaching,
now is time to consider buying books for
your family and friends. Wolodymyr
Mohuchy’s narrative will be enjoyed by
every Ukrainian family as a reminder of how
blessed we are to live in the greatest country
in the free world. It is available on Amazon.
com. in hardback, paperback and Kindle.
Buy two copies, one for your family, one for
an American friend who also needs to be
reminded of our good fortune.
Myron Kuropas’s e-mail address is
kuropas@comcast.net.
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Leadership of Lemko organizations passes to next generation
by Diana Reilly
CLIFTON, N.J. – At the national conventions of two U.S.-based Lemko organizations
this month, elections resulted in the selection of new presidents, signaling the organizations’ continuing growth and development as the baton of leadership passed from
the older to the younger generation.
On Saturday, October 26, members of
the the Organization for the Defense of
Lemkivshchyna (Orhanizatsiya Oborony
Lemkivshchyny ,or OOL) elected Mark
Howansky as the new president of their
national board, while on October 6, members of the Lemko Research Foundation
Inc. (LRF) elected Andriy Khomyk as their
new president.
Calling the elections “historic,” Mr.
Khomyk said at the OOL convention banquet on the evening of October 26 that this
hand-over of responsibilities would allow
the next generation of leaders to build on
the great work and knowledge of their predecessors, with whom they shared deep
emotion for their ancestral land of
Lemkivshchyna and Lemko issues.
Mr. Howansky said in his acceptance
speech that he would strive to sincerely listen
to and incorporate the ideas of every member, old and new, stressing the need for all
Lemkos to work together moving forward.
Mr. Khomyk, born in Lviv, was raised by
parents Maria Odrekhivska and Lemko
Ukrainian poet Basil Khomyk, who came
Diana Reilly is press officer for the
Organization for the Defense of
Lemkivshchyna.

Participants of the national convention of the Organization for the Defense of
Lemkivshchyna held on October 26.
from the Lemko villages of Wilka and
Myscowa, respectively, before their deportation to Soviet Ukraine in the 1940s. He
attended the famous Lviv Children’s Art
School, where he later taught, and graduated from the Lviv College of Decorative and
Applied Art, as well as the Institute of
Applied and Decorative Arts.
He was active in the Lviv association
Lemkivshchyna, developing and leading its
youth chapter. His artwork, which brought
back to life the forgotten technique of painting on glass, led him to the United States,
where he eventually moved in the 1990s.

Mr. Khomyk is a member of OOL’s branch in
Yonkers, N.Y., and is the creator of OOL’s first
website. He currently lives in Norwalk,
Conn., with his wife Tatyana; his son Vasyl
attends Richmond University and his
daughter Olena attends the Massachusetts
Institute of Art and Design. Mr. Khomyk
replaces former LRF President Steven
Howansky (Mark Howansky’s father), who
passed away in February of this year.
Born to parents who were relocated
from the Lemko villages of Zdynia and
Smerekowiec under the 1947 forced resettlement campaign known as Operation

Vistula (Akcja Wisla), Mr. Howansky grew
up in Yonkers, where he was active in
Ukrainian American organizations from a
young age, including St. Michael’s Saturday
School of Ukrainian Studies and the
Ukrainian American Youth Association
(CYM). An avid sports supporter, he has
held numerous positions ranging from
player to club president with the Yonkers
Krylati Sports Club, the New York Kozaks
Hockey Club, the Ukrainian Sports
Federation of the U.S.A. and Canada
(USCAK) and the International Ukrainian
Football Tournament (IUFT).
Mr. Howansky holds a bachelor’s degree
in engineering from Harvard University
and a master’s degree in business administration from New York University. A member of OOL’s Irvington, N.J., branch, he currently lives in Green Brook, N.J., with his
wife Maria Hrywna, who is also of Lemko
descent, and their young daughter, Nadya.
Mr. Howansky takes over the reins from
former OOL President Zenon Halkowycz,
who led the organization for the past 14
years and now holds honored member status in recognition of all his work. At the
OOL convention banquet, Mr. Halkowycz
thanked the members of the organization
for their partnership over the years, as well
as expressed appreciation to the SUMA
(Yonkers) Federal Credit Union and the
Selfreliance Ukrainian American Federal
Credit Union in Jersey City, N.J., for the
monetary gifts they donated to OOL that
evening to help its future work.
OOL’s origins reach back to September
1933, when a committee was formed to
(Continued on page 9)

XIII Lemko Vatra festival held in the U.S.
by Andriy Khomyk
ELLENVILLE, N.Y. – Lemko Vatra festivals now take place in many countries and
on several continents. The unquenchable
fire that Lemkos carry in their hearts also
draws others to these events. People return
to these sources of Lemko culture in order
to drink in the spirit of the Lemkos’ ancestral home in the mountains, which is transported to Vatra festivals in Poland, Slovakia,
Ukraine, Canada and the United States. On
the weekend of July 27-28, the Vatra –
meaning “bonfire” – was lit in Ellenville,
N.Y., for the 13th time.
Together with Vasyl Harhaj, the master
of ceremonies, Canadian participants Pavlo
Lopata and Andrew Rotko greeted the fes-

tival guests and presented the newly published book “The Second Ukrainian-Polish
War,” written by Volodymyr Viatrovych and
translated into Polish by Eugeniusz Misilo.
The president of the Organization for
t h e D e f e n s e o f L e m k iv s h c hy n a
(Orhanizatsiya Oborony Lemkivshchyny, or
OOL), Zenko Halkowycz, warmly welcomed
all those present, and a member of the presidium of the World Federation of
Ukrainian Lemko Unions (SFULO), Andriy
Khomyk, read greetings from the federations’s president, renowned Ukrainian
singer Sofiya Fedyna, in which she stressed
that “the Lemko Vatra in the United States
is not only a festival that unites Lemkos,
but a festival that unites all concerned
Ukrainians.”
The “Vatra” sign, designed by Andriy Khomyk, welcomes guests and participants.

Julie Wislocki

Singer Natalia Kykta performs.

In honor and memory of one of OOL’s
recently deceased leaders, Steven
Howansky, who was not in attendance at
the festival for the first time in its history,
his children Diana Howansky Reilly and
Mark Howansky and close friend Mr.
Khomyk lit the ceremonial festival bonfire.
The beautiful Lemko songs then began.
The Vatra in the United States cannot
compete with the dozens and dozens of
professional artists at Lemko festivals in
Ukraine and Poland, but the concert in
Ellenville gets better and more colorful
every year. The now-familiar, charming
mistress of ceremonies, Halyna Semeniak,
introduced such acts as: the choir
“Accolada” from Philadelphia, the dance
group Babarocin from New York, the trio
Gerdan from Washington, performers Alla

Kutsevich and Andrew Turchin, Sofia
Nayda, the duo of Nadia and Natalia
Pavlyshyn, and Natalka Kykta, as well as
local comedian Peter Wyslocki.
This year’s Vatra had its own surprise –
the family band Kornya (Roots), whose
three girls and two boys on instruments
ranging from violin to tambourine fascinated spectators. Their simple and rhythmic
melodies and powerful voices carried over
the mountains of Ellenville, allowing listeners to imagine momentarily that they were
in the middle of the Lemko region.
The festival organizers promised that
there would be other Vatra festivals, and
that there would be many of them – as long
as Lemkos continue to exist and feel the
strong need for them.
Translated by Diana Howansky Reilly
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BOOK REVIEWS: Intimate histories of a lost world
“Scattered: The Forced Relocation of Poland’s
Ukrainians after World War II,” by Diana Howansky Reilly.
Madison, Wis.: The University of Wisconsin Press, 2013. 177
pp., hardcover, $24.95.
“Rozsiiani v Stepakh. Scattered over the Steppes:
Photographic Materials from the Lives of Western Boykos
in their Native Lands as well as after Resettlement.
Rozruceni po stepach,” compiled by Natalia Klyashtorna.
Ivano-Frankivsk: Lileia-NB, 2013. 191 pp., hardcover.
by Frank Sysyn
In the first half of the 20th century, Europe was the site
of massive carnage from wars and genocides as well as of
the voluntary and involuntary migration of peoples. When
the post-World War II settlement brought about the liberation of much of Western Europe from Nazi Germany and
the Soviet occupation of much of Eastern Europe, the final
acts of expulsions and flights occurred. Among these was
the exchange of Ukrainians and Poles between the postWar Polish Communist state and the Ukrainian SSR and
the resettlement of populations to reflect the boundary
drawn between the two entities, first in 1944 and then
adjusted in 1951.
In the case of the Polish state, the refusal of a considerable part of the Ukrainian population to move to the Soviet
Union and the end of the immediate post-war population
exchanges was followed in 1947 by Operation Vistula
(Akcja Wisła), the forcible resettlement of the Ukrainian
population to the lands annexed by Poland from the prewar German state. The resettled Ukrainians were settled
so that there would be only a few families in any one village; they were scattered to prevent their life as a group
and to hasten their assimilation. For the territories

exchanged between Poland and Ukraine in 1951, the populations were removed from the territories before the land
was exchanged.
The facts of these events, as well as their consequences,
are generally known. They resulted in the early 1950s in a
Ukrainian republic with a relatively small Polish minority,
part of which lived on the territories of what had been
Poland before World War II, and a Polish state in which a
small Ukrainian minority lived almost exclusively in the
northern and western territories of that state.
While the Polish and Ukrainian resettlements and conflicts might not occupy a prominent place in the narratives
of cataclysms that were part of World War II and its aftermath, they did weigh more heavily in the memories of the
respective peoples and among the individuals who were
affected by these events. Yet, as time has passed and the
individuals who bore memories have passed away, the
human and personal dimensions of what happened are
slowly being erased.
Two recent volumes, one published in English in the
United States and one in English, Ukrainian and Polish in
Ukraine have ensured that these dimensions are recorded.
Diana Howansky Reilly has succeeded brilliantly in the
very difficult genre of writing history on the basis of family
reminiscences. “Scattered: The Forced Relocation of
Poland’s Ukrainians after World War II” takes the extensive
interviews that she conducted primarily with her maternal
Pyrtej relatives as the basis for her account. Through these
“thick” interviews with them and with their relatives and
neighbors, she has turned the history of one family and the
village of Smerekovets (Smerekowiec in Polish) into the fulcrum for understanding not only the Lemko region and the
fate of the Ukrainians of Poland. She also brings in the wider
world and decisions that stretch from Yalta to London to the
New World as to how they affected her family.
Her work has the ring of authenticity. Even without having the proof of Ms. Howansky Reilly’s tapes and the notes,
the reader believes that this is an account in which no
event or sentiment has been created and that one is experiencing the past as remembered by the Pyrtej family.
These memories may be influenced by subsequent experiences, but sifted through the intelligent and sensitive commentary of Diana Howansky Reilly we come as close as we
can to the world of the villagers of Smerekovets.
Ms. Howansky Reilly’s story is especially complex and
her need for veracity all the greater because of where her
ancestral village was. She tells us she grew up in a patriotic
Ukrainian family in Connecticut. Had her ancestral village
been nearer to the Ukrainian center of Peremyshl (Polish:
Przemyśl) or even in the eastern zones of the Lemko
region where the Ukrainian movement was quite strong by
Frank E. Sysyn is director of the Peter Jacyk Center for
Ukrainian Historical Research, Canadian Institute of
Ukrainian Studies, University of Alberta, and editor of the
works of the historian and ethnographer of the Boiko region
Mykhailo Zubrytsky: “Mykhailo Zubryts’kyi, Zibrani Tvory i
Materialy v Triokh Tomakh, Vol.1, Naukovi Pratsi” (Lviv:
Litopys, 2013), which is available from CIUS Press (www.
utoronto.ca/cius or cius@ualberta.ca).

Leadership of Lemko...
(Continued from page 8)
send books to the Lemko region (located in the Carpathian
Mountains in current southeastern Poland) and to
strengthen education through traveling libraries. Among
OOL’s goals stated in its by-laws are to organize Lemko
Ukrainians in their communities, foster their language and
traditions, conduct cultural and educational work, and provide humanitarian support to natives of the Lemko region
and their descendants, including donating financial assistance to schools, churches, artistic ensembles and educational institutions.
During OOL’s growth in the late 1970s and early 1980s,
the Lemko Research Foundation was founded under its
auspices and incorporated as a non-profit research organization to conduct publishing activity. The Lemko Research
Foundation promotes the study of the history, literature,
art and traditions of the Lemko region, with the official
goal of preserving the identity and culture of Lemko
Ukrainians by disseminating information to the public
through written materials.
The newly elected board of OOL includes: President
Mark Howansky; First Vice-President Vasyl Harhaj; Second
Vice-President Toma Pyz; Treasurer Stefan Kosciolek;

External Affairs Officer Marie Duplak; Editor of
Lemkivshchyna magazine, Ms. Duplak; administrator of
Lemkivshchyna magazine, Oksana Kykta; Organizational

Mark Howansky (left), president of the the Organization
for the Defense of Lemkivshchyna, and Andriy Khomyk,
president of the Lemko Research Foundation.

the interwar period, her story line would have been simpler. But Smerekovets was in the western Lemko region,
where until the war Ukrainian national identity was not
widespread, and local feelings and Russophilism (as well
as somewhat derivative pro-Soviet feeling) intertwined.
Ms. Howansky Reilly has let her family history reflect all
the ideologies and political sentiments that swirled around
them, providing the reader their voices while at the same
time giving needed background information. Through her
grandmother Melania and Melania’s sister Hania and brother Petro, who relocated to Ukraine, one can see how the
individuals made choices and balanced various identities.
Ms. Howansky Reilly’s accounts of UPA (the Ukrainian
Insurgent Army) and the Polish internment camp (Central
Labor Camp) of Jaworzno emerge all the more vividly
because they are seen from an individual’s experience.
Others may have viewed them differently. Ms. Howansky
Reilly has profound respect and love for her protagonists,
but does not idealize them. Still any reader will be rooting
that, long after the resettlement, Hania will get a chance to
rectify historical wrongs by winning a court case for the
return of a few hectares of the Lemko forest.
Ms. Howansky Reilly has provided photos and documents that help to bring to life her family and their scattered odyssey. Natalia Klyashtorna has given us the pictorial evidence for an entire lost world in an album with hundreds of photographs and trilingual English, Ukrainian and
Polish texts titled “Scattered over the Steppes.” These
inhabitants of the Carpathians were strewn not in a “foreign” land, but in a country they in some sense viewed as
(Continued on page 13)

Affairs Officer Harhaj; Supporting Officer Mykhaylo
Chomyk; Press Officer Diana Howansky Reilly; Cultural
Affairs Officer Andriy Khomyk; Internal Affairs Officer
Petro Wyslocky; and Curator of the Lemko Museum Lena
Howansky. Members at large are: Wolodymyr Blazejowsky,
Mykola Duplak, Hania Harhaj, Petro Kosciolek, Petro
Lukachyn, Teodor Pyz, Stefan Pszybylo, John Suchowacky,
Julie Wislocki and Ivan Zavada. The Auditing Committee is
composed of Stefan Kapitula (chairman), Pavlo Hyra and
Bohdan Kytka, while the Arbitration Committee comprises
Petro Rusynko (chairman), Stefan Malyniak and Vasyl
Panchak.
The newly elected board of LRF includes: Andriy
Khomyk, president; Ms. Howansky Reilly, first vice-president; Peter Kosciolek, second vice-president; Halyna
Semenyak, secretary; Mr. Harhaj, treasurer; and board of
directors members John Gres, Peter Gres, Anna Harhaj, Mr.
Howansky, Michael Khomyk, Bohdan Kykta, Teodor Pyz,
John Zawada. The Board of Academic Advisors comprises
Nicholas Duplak, Dr. John Hvozda, Ms. Reilly, Andriy Khomyk
and Catherine Mycio; Auditing Committee members are
Stefan Kosciolek (chairman), Mr. Rusynko and Mr. Malyniak.
For more information about both OOL and LRF, including information about upcoming meetings and how to
join as a member, readers may visit the website
www.lemko-ool.com.
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Party of Regions...
(Continued from page 1)
Ms. Labunska submitted the bill at the
request of Batkivshchyna Parliamentary
Faction Chair Arseniy Yatsenyuk as a compromise to the Yanukovych administration
that doesn’t involve a pardon, the
Ukrayinska Pravda news site reported on
October 23.
Mr. Yanukovych has opposed granting Ms.
Tymoshenko a pardon because she didn’t
ask for one and therefore hasn’t admitted to
her crime of her exceeding her authority by
signing the 2009 natural gas agreement with
Gazprom that cost the Ukrainian government about $185 million, as determined by a
Kyiv court.
After the EU’s endorsement, Ms.
Tymoshenko immediately voiced her support for the Labunska bill and urged the
Verkhovna Rada to approve it immediately
through a statement read on November 1 by
Andrii Kozhemiakin, a national deputy and
one of the Batkivshchyna party’s leaders, outside the penitentiary where she is being held.
It was also endorsed by the leaders of the
two other opposition factions in Parliament,
the Ukrainian Democratic Alliance for
Reform (UDAR) and Svoboda.
Yet, instead of seizing the opportunity for
compromise, Party of Regions national deputies did not attend a parliamentary committee meeting on November 4 to review
proposals for Ms. Tymoshenko’s release, failing to give it the necessary quorum,
Kommersant reported. Party of Regions
Parliamentary Faction Chair Oleksandr
Yefremov claimed party members learned of
it too late.
That same day, Mr. Yefremov spoke at a
meeting of parliamentary faction and committee chairs. Rather than addressing the
four bills submitted to resolve the
Tymoshenko dilemma (including the
Labunska bill), Mr. Yefremov discussed bills
such as developing Ukraine’s viticulture and
horticulture, trash recycling and state support for those with rare diseases,
Kommersant reported.
The Party of Regions delivered an even
worse blow to Ukraine’s EU hopes on
November 6 when the parliamentary committee reviewing the four “Tymoshenko
release” bills decided to designate them for
further modification by a working group.
That decision meant they could not be
approved at the two remaining parliamentary sessions on November 7 and 8, rendering
a lie the assurance, as reported by
Kommersant, made by Parliamentary Chair
Volodymyr Rybak on November 4 that he
would bring the four “Tymoshenko release”
bills before the Parliament’s review on
November 7.
Parliament is scheduled to work in committees this week and regulations require 10
days for an extraplenary session to be called,
making that option impossible before
November 18, when the EU is scheduled to

make its decision, Svoboda National Deputy
Yuriy Syrotiuk told The Ukrainian Weekly.
After the parliamentary committee’s decision, Batkivshchyna faction Chair Yatsenyuk
told reporters this will lead to the
Association Agreement’s collapse. Both he
and Svoboda Chair Oleh Tiahnybok said they
suspect Mr. Yanukovych has reached an
agreement with Mr. Putin.
“Obviously, there’s a decision to change
the vector of relations with Europe,” Mr.
Tiahnybok said. “Obviously, Putin promised
something during the meeting in Sochi.”
Even if Parliament would have been able to
review the bills last week, a compromise on
Ms. Tymoshenko’s fate would have required
extraordinary concessions on both sides –
something unusual for Ukrainian politics.
Party of Regions National Deputy
Volodymyr Oliynyk listed for reporters more
requirements to the Labunska bill, requiring
a prisoner seeking treatment abroad to
return to Ukraine to fulfill the remainder of
his or her prison sentence, Kommersant
reported on November 4.
Other requirements included: murderers
and repeat offenders wouldn’t be allowed to
seek treatment abroad, the prisoner seeking
treatment abroad must pay damages for his
crime, and a guarantee of the prisoner’s
return must be offered by the accepting
country – the latter being the most controversial demand and one that rejects the EU
requirement for Ms. Tymoshenko’s freedom.
These amendments were supposed to be
presented at the November 5 committee
session that the Party of Regions national
deputies ultimately ignored. Some of its deputies said they’d have a plan endorsed that
day, but that never happened.
Mr. Oliynyk rejected the EU demand for
Ms. Tymoshenko’s freedom, naming areas of
compromise as the bill’s basic terms, such as
giving prisoners the right to seek medical
treatment abroad if they didn’t recover after
a year of treatment.
He dropped an amendment requiring Ms.
Tymoshenko to be under 24-hour guard,
while allowing for the length of treatment to
be determined by medical officials, whose
conclusions could also be used to decide
whether the time spent under treatment
could be counted towards the remaining
incarceration term.
Yet he upped the ante the next day, declaring the need for the government receiving
the convict (Germany, in Ms. Tymoshenko’s
case) to ensure his or her extradition, backed
by a bilateral agreement and court rulings.
“They want the Association Agreement,
but they don’t want to fulfill its requirements,”
said political expert Mr. Oleshchuk. “They
simply don’t want to and they’re waiting for
everything to fall into their laps on its own.”
German Chancellor Angela Merkel will
not allow Ms. Tymoshenko to return to
incarceration in Ukraine, said former
Friedrich Ebert Foundation Kyiv Bureau
Head Winfried Schneider-Deters, as reported by the Dzerkalo Tyzhnia website on
November 2.
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In offering treatment at the Charite clinic
in Berlin, the German government expects
her freedom afterwards and won’t sign any
agreement on restricting her political activity, he said. Meanwhile, opposition MPs
rejected the proposal that Tymoshenko
should pay the $185 million fine.
Setting up even more hurdles, Mr.
Yefremov said on November 5 that criminal
complaints filed on November 4 by global
law firm Lawrence Graham – on behalf of
Ukraine’s Revenue and Fees Ministry – in
the U.S. and Swiss courts on Ms.
Tymoshenko’s alleged money laundering in
the 1990s make his party’s deputies less
likely to support her release abroad.
The emergence of such lawsuits is further evidence that Mr. Yanukovych is
unlikely to arrange for Ms. Tymoshenko’s
release, Mr. Oleshchuk said.
“In Yanukovych’s consciousness,
Tymoshenko is a sorceress who can gather
the ‘maidan’ at the wave of her hand,” he said.
“That’s why he’s afraid to release her beyond
a territory that he can control. He’s afraid
that, just by her freedom alone, she can organize a ‘maidan two.’ It’s his biggest phobia.”
If all these factors weren’t working
against Ukraine’s EU prospects, then
there’s the association-related legislation
that has yet to be approved.
Key election-reform legislation has not
yet been approved, nor has an Election
Code, which the government has already
said it won’t approve.
Corruption legislation needs supplements, former Foreign Affairs Minister
Volodymyr Ohryzko wrote on his
Ukrayinska Pravda blog on November 6.
Most importantly, the Verkhovna Rada
has yet to approve a law on state prosecution, with the opposition offering its own

11
version to the government-sponsored legislation, alleging it preserves too many
repressive powers.
“Why is the opposition submitting an
alternative bill?” Mr. Ohryzko wrote. “So
that nothing is approved at all and the fulfillment of this point is undermined? As if
there won’t be a second reading later?”
Finally, there’s the Russian factor and Mr.
Yanukovych’s three-year pursuit of prices
for lower natural gas, a critical resource
that powers a significant portion of the
Ukrainian economy.
The public doesn’t know what Messrs.
Putin and Yanukovych discussed at their
informal, face-to-face October 27 meeting,
which occurred under top-secret conditions, Kommersant reported. What is certain is that Mr. Putin attempted to convince
Mr. Yanukovych to abandon the EU, the
newspaper said.
“Yanukovych visiting Putin three weeks
before the EU’s decision rather than meeting with [EU Commission President] Jose
Manuel Barroso is the biggest signal of
what our president truly wants,” said
Svoboda National Deputy Yuriy Syrotiuk.
“The government has done everything to
undermine the Association Agreement.”
Observers didn’t rule out the possibility
that Mr. Yanukovych would offer the EU an
arrangement for Ms. Tymoshenko’s release
even after the EU Foreign Affairs Council
votes on November 18 to reject the
Association Agreement with Ukraine, but
before the summit in Vilnius.
“Anything’s possible,” Mr. Oleshchuk said.
“He’s afraid to make decisions. It’s the mentality of the ‘slave overseer,’ who served the
master for 20 years only to become him. But,
more than anything, he fears losing his status.”
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NEWSBRIEFS
(Continued from page 2)
the practice in which the state-run oil and
gas company Naftohaz Ukrainy sells gas to
households and other domestic consumers
at prices way below the level at which it
buys from Russia. With regard to the hryvnia, which the central bank keeps pegged at
about eight hrv to $1 (U.S.) as a sign of stability, Mr. Gueorguiev urged “increased flexibility” to boost exports. In related news,
Russian Prime Minister Dmitry Medvedev
said he sees no reason for Moscow to cut
gas supplies to Ukraine over an unpaid bill,
at least for now. In an interview with the
Reuters news agency, Mr. Medvedev denied

Moscow’s demand for payment of an overdue $882 million bill for August gas deliveries is connected to Russian opposition to
Kyiv’s intention to sign agreements with
the EU at an Eastern Partnership summit in
Vilnius this month. “It’s the law,” he said.
“You have to pay for delivered goods.” But
he acknowledged that what he called the
“special relationship” Moscow and Kyiv
now share will change if Ukraine moves
closer to the EU. “Let’s hope they don’t kick
themselves,” he said, when Ukraine realizes
the “advantages” it has lost. (RFE/RL,
based on reporting by Reuters and Agence
France-Presse)
Sikorski: AA could be signed next year

KYIV – Polish Foreign Affairs Minister
Radoslaw Sikorski has said that if Ukraine
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does not fulfill all conditions required for
signing the Association Agreement by the
time of the Eastern Partnership summit,
this document could be signed next year.
Speaking live on Polsat News, Mr. Sikorski
recalled that at the summit in Vilnius the EU
plans to initial Association Agreements with
Moldova and Georgia, and these documents
are to be signed next year. “There is an alternative that we will also sign [the Association
Agreement] with Ukraine next year,” the
Polish foreign affairs minister said, according to October 30 press reports. He said that
settlement of the issues surrounding Yulia
Tymoshenko, whose release is one of the
EU’s requirements for signing the association deal, currently remains in question. “I
would like to ask the Ukrainian authorities
not to play for time and do what needs to be
done,” Sikorski said. He opined that
Ukrainian President Viktor Yanukovych
should resolve the Tymoshenko question in
c o o p e ra t i o n w i t h t h e Eu ro p e a n
Parliament’s monitoring mission of Pat Cox
and Aleksander Kwasniewski. “It’s important for Ukraine whether it fulfills the conditions to get closer with Europe and whether
it can reach the path that could lead to
membership of the European Union. This is
at stake. I hope that President Yanukovych
will do all he can to bring the country to this
path,” the Polish minister said. He added
that Ukraine should also complete the
reform of prosecutor’s office, the electoral
law and resolve the issue of selective justice.
He said the Association Agreement would a
reward for the reforms that have already
been conducted and will help “double the
pace” of implementation of these reforms
after the document’s signing. (Ukrinform)
Putin: no benefits for Ukrainian goods
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Праця! Шукаємо українку, або східно-европейку, яка б могла
мешкати в штаті Коннетикат та доглядати жінку у віці 82 років, вагою
180 ф., яка видужує після інсульту: її ліва сторона паралізована. Одна
година їзди від Grand Central Station.
Постійне перебування на місці обов’язкове, з можливим
відлученням на 1-2 дні під час вікендів.
Оплата праці згідно з домовленням, включаючи мешкання і харчі.
Бажано мати шоферські права. Окрема спальня; легке прибирання
та куховарство; деякий досвід у застосуванні фізичної терапії;
найголовніша турбота – безпека видужуючої.
Одногодинний тренінґ та інструкції будуть надані в приватній
лікарні. Рекомендації обов’язкові. Liudmyla, (347) 586-8292

KYIV – Ukrainian goods will enjoy no
benefits on the Russian market as part of
the CIS free trade area if Ukraine signs the
Association Agreement with the EU, said
Russian President Vladimir Putin, speaking
at a press conference following a meeting of
the Supreme Eurasian Economic Council in
Minsk on October 24. “We reserve the right
to use the sixth protocol to the free trade
agreement in order to protect our market.
This does not mean that we will ban
imports of Ukrainian goods to our market,
but this means that these goods will not
enjoy benefits as part of the free trade area,”
Mr. Putin said. He added that Ukrainian
goods would be in the same position as
goods from other countries that are members of the World Trade Organization
(WTO). Mr. Putin said that, if Ukraine signs
the agreement with the EU, it will have to
adopt the technical regulations of the
European Union. He said that for this purpose Ukraine would need substantial funds
to modernize its economy. “According to our
rough estimates, the issue concerns hundreds of billions of euros. Do they have these
sources? When a country fully joins [the
EU], it gets loans, benefits, but Ukraine is not
joining [the EU] in full,” the Russian president noted. Mr. Putin said that this situation
can lead to the ousting of Ukrainian goods to
the markets of the Customs Union countries.
“If we take into account the fact that Ukraine
and Russia are members of the [CIS] free
trade area, then it will definitely lead to the
ousting of their goods to our market,” he
said. When asked to comment on Russia’s
position regarding the signing by Ukraine of
the Association Agreement with the EU, Mr.
Putin said that Russia is neither “for” nor
“against” this, because this is the right of
Ukrainian citizens. When asked whether
Ukraine will be able to join the Customs
Union after signing the Association
Agreement with the EU, Mr. Putin said that
this was impossible. (Ukrinform)
Medvedev to Kyiv: get credits from Brussels

Run your advertisement here,
in The Ukrainian Weekly’s CLASSIFIEDS section.

KYIV – According to November 1 news
reports, Russian Prime Minister Dmitry
Medvedev said that, after Kyiv signs an
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Association Agreement with the European
Union, relations between Ukraine and
Russia “will be different.” In that case, Kyiv
should ask the EU for credits. In an interview with Reuters, he commented: “It’s
their position, and it has to be respected,
but they have to understand that relations
with us will be different. They constantly
turn to us for credits, for example. In the
end, if they have such advanced relations
with Brussels ... let them get credits from
Brussels.” At the same time, according to Mr.
Medvedev, Ukraine after the signing of the
association deal with the European Union
could lose what he called its exclusive relationship with Russia. “This is the sovereign
choice of Ukraine, but let’s hope they don’t
kick themselves when they see that they
will not receive those dividends, those benefits which they counted on, and lose the
advantages that exist because of what we
have now ...a special relationship with them,
an exclusive relationship,” he said.
According to Mr. Medvedev, today RussianUkrainian relations are based on a number
of privileges, which are applied when supplying Ukrainian goods to the Russian market. He also said that, if Ukraine joins a different free trade area established with the
participation of the EU, then different rules
will be applied. (Ukrinform)

EU envoy on Ukraine and Customs Union

KYIV – The signing by Ukraine of an
Association Agreement with the European
Union does not close the door on cooperation with the Customs Union, EU
Ambassador to Ukraine Jan Tombinski said
as part of his working trip to Donetsk on
November 4. “The Association Agreement
has no negative provisions on cooperation
with the CIS countries, as well as other partners of Ukraine; there is the possibility of
establishing a free trade area with other
countries,” he said at a meeting with the
chairman of Donetsk Oblast State
Administration, Andriy Shyshatsky.
According to Mr. Tombinski, “Much has to
be done to implement this [Association]
Agreement. One of its most important provisions is to improve standards. What keys
need to be found to open the market. This
can and should be the modernization of the
Ukrainian economy, this path should be also
laid through the achievement of European
standards,” the EU diplomat noted.
(Ukrinform)
Five Customs Union agreements OK’d

KYIV – The Cabinet of Ministers has
approved Ukraine’s accession to five international agreements of the Customs Union,
the press service of the Ministry of
Economic Development and Trade of
Ukraine reported on October 31. “Since the
protocol decision was approved, the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs was instructed to
notify the Eurasian Economic Commission
about the possibility of Ukraine’s joining the
said international agreements,” read the
report. According to the ministry, the government at a meeting on October 30 considered four agreements, in particular, on the
use of special protective, anti-dumping and
compensatory measures during the transitional period (dated November 19, 2010);
on sanitary, veterinary-sanitary measures
and plant quarantine (all three documents
dated December 11, 2009); as well as a protocol on procedures for providing data containing confidential information for the purpose of investigations that precede the
introduction of special protective, antidumping and compensatory measures in
relation to third countries (dated November
19, 2010). (Ukrinform)
U.S. authorities seize Lazarenko’s mansion

KYIV – U.S. authorities have seized the
mansion in Novato, Calif., owned by former
Ukrainian Prime Minister Pavlo Lazarenko,
(Continued on page 13)
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Ukrayinska Pravda reported, citing a ruling
issued on October 8 by Judge Charles R.
Breyer of the U.S. District Court for the
Northern District of California. “On July 25,
this court entered a preliminary order of
forfeiture forfeiting 100 Orbitz Lane and
adjacent parcels in Novato, Calif. 100 Orbitz
Lane is directly forfeitable pursuant to
Federal Rule of Criminal Procedure 32.2 (e)
(I) (A) because it was purchased on or
about August 31, 1998, with laundering
money in the form of a check for
$6,745,000… The purchase is the financial
transaction underlying defendant
Lazarenko’s conviction on Count 7 of the
Second Superseding Indictment for money
laundering…,” the court judgment reads. Mr.
Lazarenko himself did not live in the ninebedroom, 2,000- square-meter mansion, as
he was detained immediately after his arrival in the United States. Mr. Lazarenko was
sentenced in 2008 to 97 months in prison;
on November 1, 2012, he was released from
prison. Now, an immigration court is considering Mr. Lazarenko’s petition for legal
permission to stay in the U.S. Mr.
Lazarenko’s family lives in a much smaller,
300-square-meter home in the community
of Greenbrae that is registered as belonging
to his wife. (Ukrinform)
Ukraine lauded in World Bank report

WASHINGTON – In a new report, the
World Bank says Ukraine is the country that
has improved the most over the past year in
making it easier to run a business. The bank
released its latest “Doing Business” report
on October 28, ranking 189 countries
according to criteria such as ease of opening
a business or paying taxes. Singapore
retained its No. 1 position in overall rankings, followed by Hong Kong, New Zealand
and the United States. But Ukraine – ranked
112th – was the most improved in 20122013, implementing reforms in eight of the
10 areas measured by the report. Russia,
which climbed 20 positions to 92nd,
showed the third-best improvement, implementing reforms in five areas. Such reforms
make it easier to start a business, deal with
construction permits, register property and
trade across borders. (RFE/RL)
S&P downgrades Ukraine’s rating

KYIV – Standard & Poor’s Ratings
Services on November 1 downgraded

Intimate histories...
(Continued from page 9)
their own, southern Ukraine. In 1951, for
economic and security reasons, the Soviet
Union received the territory around Sokal
from Poland, and the Ustryki Dolishni
(Polish Ustrzyki Dolne) raion was given to
Poland.
The inhabitants of the region belonged
to the Boiko ethnographic group, but
unlike the western Lemkos they almost all
viewed themselves as Ukrainians and did
not have strong group identity. Many
Boikos further west had been resettled to
Ukraine in 1944-1946 or deported to the
western areas of Poland in 1947. Now suddenly the 30,000 inhabitants of the raion
were packed up and sent eastward.
Ms. Klyashtorna has already published
two volumes of memoirs of these resettled
Boikos (“Aktsiia-51” in 2006 and 2009). She
now has assembled a priceless gallery of the
photos of these Boikos as they were from
the 1920s to the early 1950s. Churches, civic
organizations, community events and individuals of the lost world are included. Thus,
we have the groups as they exist in their new
homes on the steppes.

Ukraine’s long-term sovereign credit rating
to B- from B, saying that the government’s
current strategy is unlikely to secure sufficient foreign currency to meet the country’s elevated external financing needs. The
agency maintained its “negative” outlook
on the economy, citing the increasing likelihood of a downgrade over the next year if
Ukraine’s net international reserves
decline faster than currently expected, and
external and fiscal commitments become
increasingly difficult to meet. S&P noted
that, while the prevailing political uncertainty, financial sector stress and weak
external liquidity constrained Ukraine’s
ratings, the still relatively low, albeit rising,
government debt burden and fairly diversified economy supported them. “The downgrade reflects our view that the government’s strategy is increasingly unlikely to
secure sufficient foreign currency to meet
its elevated external financing needs,” S&P
analysts said. “Devaluation of the Ukrainian
hryvnia has become more likely. The
potential magnitude of this has also
increased in light of the government’s
defense of the exchange rate through the
depletion of foreign currency reserves.”
According to Standard & Poor’s ratings definitions, a B rating means that adverse conditions can impair a government’s capacity
to meet its financial commitments. S&P
said that foreign currency reserves held at
the National Bank of Ukraine fell by 26 percent year-on-year in September and predicted that a devaluation of the Ukrainian
hryvnia has become more likely. It is noted
in the report that “Ukraine is hoping to sign
a key Association Agreement with the EU
at a summit in Vilnius at the end of this
month, a move questioned by the Kremlin
which has warned of trade reprisals
against Kyiv.” The report also noted that,
“Signing the (EU) agreement would be positive for Ukraine’s trade over the long term,
but there could be short- to medium-term
negative implications largely related to
Russia’s reaction.” (Ukrinform)
Ukrainian student sentenced to 40 years

LONDON – A British court has sentenced
a Ukrainian man to a minimum of 40 years
in prison for murdering an elderly Muslim
and planting bombs near three mosques in
England. Pavlo Lapshyn, 25, pleaded guilty
to stabbing 82-year-old Muhammad
Saleem to death as he walked home in the
central English city of Birmingham in April.
Mr. Lapshyn told investigators he killed Mr.
Saleem because he hated “non-whites.” Mr.
In a certain way they were more fortunate than the resettled in Poland in that they
were resettled in larger groups and could
retain more of their identity. They were less
fortunate in that the Soviet authorities
forced them into collectives and state farms
for over 30 years and attacked traditional
and religious culture and traditions. Yet one
must be impressed with their resilience.
Just as impressive is Ms. Klyashtorna’s
dedication in saving their lost world and
documenting their contemporary existence.
“Scattered: The Forced Relocation of
Poland’s Ukrainians after World War II” can
be purchased through the following websites, as well as at Barnes & Noble bookstores: Amazon: http://www.amazon.com/
Scattered-Forced-Relocation-PolandsUkrainians/dp/0299293408/ref=sr_1_1?ie
=UTF8&qid=1358946557&sr=8-1&keywo
rds=diana+howansky+reilly; University of
Wisconsin Press: http://uwpress.wisc.
edu/books/4891.htm; Barnes & Noble:
http://www.barnesandnoble.com/w/scattered-diana-howansky-reilly/1113367794.
“Rozsiiani v Stepakh – Scattered over the
Steppes – Rozrzuceni po Stepach” can be
purchased on: http://www.ebay.com/itm/
Scattered-Over-The-Steppes-A-Book-byNatalya-Klashtorna-/3211 82762261. Also
see the website www.bojkosvit.com.
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Lapshyn murdered Mr. Saleem five days
after he arrived in Britain as a post-graduate student. He also admitted planting
bombs at mosques in three towns in central England. No one was injured in the
explosions in June and July. According to
October 25 news reports, the judge delivering the sentence said it was clear Mr.
Lapshyn was motivated by religious and
racial hatred and sought to incite racial
conflict. (RFE/RL, based on reporting by
Agence France-Presse and Skynews)
Economy shows signs of improvement

KYIV – Ukraine’s economy shows signs
of improvement, but considerable challenges remain. According to a statement made
on October 31 by IMF Mission Chief for
Ukraine Nikolay Gueorguiev following the
mission’s work in Kyiv from October 17 to
October 29: “Ukraine’s economy shows
signs of improvement, but considerable
challenges remain. Limited exchange rate

flexibility, a large budget deficit and sizable
quasi-fiscal losses in the energy sector have
given rise to a large external current
account deficit and a steady loss of foreign
exchange reserves.” IMF experts believe that
tight monetary policy and administrative
measures in support of the exchange rate
will likely continue to constrain investment
and depress growth. In addition, they said
that “Ukraine’s significant external financing needs to remain a key vulnerability.” The
statement also noted: “The mission and the
[Ukrainian] authorities consider that a set
of comprehensive and credible reforms is
needed to address vulnerabilities and
revive growth.” The mission recommended
that the reform agenda include increased
exchange rate flexibility combined with policies to strengthen the financial sector,
ambitious fiscal consolidation, increases in
domestic energy tariffs, and comprehensive
structural reforms to improve the business
climate and support growth. (Ukrinform)

Theodosia Kichorowsky
August 12, 1918 - October 31, 2013

Theodosia Kichorowsky, daughter of Very Rev. Hryhorij Kanda and Olena
Shumsky, born August 12, 1918, in Jaroslav, Ukraine, died peacefully at
home yesterday on October 31, 2013, in Briarwood (Queens), New York.
Theodosia, “Dozia,” grew up in Mykhnivets, Bojkivshchyna, where
her father was the parish priest until 1935. She attended gymnasium
in Peremyshl and then in Drohobych; she complete a degree in
German linguistics at Ivan Franko University in Lviv and married Roman Kichorowsky (1915-1961), a doctor of veterinary medicine. After
immigrating to the US in 1949, she raised her family in Washington D.C.,
where she made a notable career as a librarian in the Rare Books Division
of the Library of Congress.
Theodosia was a resourceful Ukrainian community activist, a member of the Association of Ukrainians in Washington, D.C., and of the
Washington D.C. Community Network; an archivist and informationbase organizer for the St. Sophia Religious Society; a member of the
Ukrainian National Women’s League of America, supporter of the World
Federation of Ukrainian Women’s Organizations, and a close follower
of The Washington Group (TWIG) and Shevchenko Scientific Society events. Theodosia was a parishioner of the Holy Family Ukrainian
Catholic Church until 1995, when she moved to New York to be close to
her daughter, Martha Kichorowska Kebalo, and family. In recent years,
she was a parishioner of St. Mary’s Protectress Ukrainian Catholic Church
in Ozone Park, New York, where the pastor is Rev. Vasile Tivadar.
Panakhyda/parastas were held at Arlington Benson Dowd Funeral
Home at 83-15 Parsons Boulevard in Briarwood, New York, on Monday,
November 4, 2013, at 7:00 p.m. (visitation and viewing from 5:00 to
9:00 p.m.). There were two church funeral services (Divine Liturgy and
panakhyda), the first on Wednesday, November 6, 2013, at 9:00 a.m.,
at St. Mary’s Ukrainian Catholic Church (97-06 87th Street, Ozone Park,
New York 11416).
The second Divine Lturgy and panakhyda wеre held in Washington,
D.C., on Thursday, November 7, 2013, at 10:00 a.m. at the Holy Family
Ukrainian Catholic Shrine (4250 Harewood Road, NE, Washington, D.C.
20017). The funeral was immediately afterwards (12:30 p.m.) at Cedar
Hill Ukrainian Memorial Cemetery at 4111 Pennsylvania Avenue, SE, in
Suitland, Maryland.
Theodosia is survived by her four children, Maria Huzar of Toronto,
Helen Tate of Ventura California, Martha Kebalo of Briarwood, New York,
and Roman Kichorowsky of Andover, Massachusetts, their spouses, and
seven grandchildren: Lidia Nash, Deanna Villa, Andrea Kebalo, Olena
Kebalo, Anna Langdell, Michael Kichorowsky, and Julia Kichorowsky.
One grandson, Daniel Kichorowsky, died in 1993.
The family requests that in lieu of flowers donations be sent in memory of Theodosia Kichorowsky to St. Mary’s Protectress Ukrainian Catholic
Church (97-06 87th Street, Ozone Park, New York 11416) to the attention
of Rev. Vasile Tivadar and to the Ukrainian Catholic Education Foundation (UCEF) for the Ukrainian Catholic University in Lviv (2247 W. Chicago
Avenue, Chicago, Illinois 60622).
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Ukraine’s future...
(Continued from page 6)
best inventions of 2012 – a glove that
transforms sign language into spoken language. Meanwhile, a Ukrainian programmer created Contre-Jour, one of the world’s
most popular physics-based puzzle video
games. Ukraine is an innovation economy
that will have, in Europe, the opportunity
to fully realize its potential.
Ukraine also has the opportunity to realize its geographic potential as a bridge
between Europe and Eurasia. As a Black Sea
littoral state, it can be a springboard for the
markets of Central Asia, the Caucus and
beyond. Ukrainian experts should be consulted to help companies understand how
to best export goods to Turkmenistan,
Kazakhstan or even China. Get the policy
environment right and investments will
flow into Ukraine as companies build manufacturing facilities to serve these markets or
look to Ukrainian companies to ship goods
to new markets. Ukraine may even be able
to act as a bridge between the European
Union and neighbors further east.
Ukraine will not only expand its business horizons to the east and west, but
north and south as well. To the south,
Turkey, a country expanding its own relationship with the European Union, presents opportunities for export, investment
and collaboration, and an example of the
benefits from smart economic reform.
To the north, Ukraine’s important and
deep relationship with Russia will remain.
Economic and cultural ties will only expand
as the Ukrainian market grows. Recently,
President of the European Council Herman
Van Rompuy told students in St. Petersburg
that an Association Agreement with the
European Union would not damage
Ukraine’s long-standing ties with Russia,
raising the question “Why should it have to
be a case of ‘either/or’?” President [Barack]
Obama agrees with our European colleagues, when he says that “... this is not a
zero sum game.” Ukraine’s association with
the European Union can also bring new
opportunities for Russia, as trade and business collaboration expand and new market
opportunities present themselves. The
adjustment period will be challenging, but
the long-term interests of Ukraine and all
its neighbors will be well served by a closer
relationship with Europe.
… opportunities abound in every field.
Take energy. Ukraine is poised on the brink
of an energy revolution. Shale gas presents
an opportunity for Ukraine to become
more energy independent, create jobs, and
potentially revive the competitiveness of
key manufacturing and industrial sectors. I
know American companies are prepared to

share the U.S. experience with their local
partners. We have enjoyed many economic
benefits from this new technology. In fact, a
recent report indicated that the average
American family gained $1,200 in additional discretionary income last year as a consequence of our shale energy revolution. I
am convinced that Ukrainian, U.S. and
European companies can work hand-inhand with local and regional authorities to
bring these ambitious plans to fruition.
But shale gas is not the only energy sector in which Ukrainian expertise and innovation will have an impact. The U.S., Europe
and Asia are also developing renewable
technologies. Companies looking to tap
into Ukraine’s solar, biomass, coal bed
methane and wind power potential also
want to tap into Ukrainian brain power and
innovation to explore opportunities here.
In addition to expanding its energy supply,
Ukraine can benefit by reducing its
demand, through energy efficiency projects, such as the $10-million loan guarantee program the U.S. Agency for
International Development just launched
in Lviv to assist with municipal heating
reforms and clean energy projects.
Ukraine’s potential is not limited to
exploring new energy technologies; it has a
role to play in energy markets in Europe as
well. Improved national policies and commitment to modernization can enable
Ukraine to serve as a regional gas hub and
electricity exporter for Central and Eastern
Europe. This is a strategically important
development in which U.S., European and
Ukrainian interests are converging and will
play an important role in global affairs in
coming years.
With opportunities come challenges

… I have offered you a dynamic vision of
Ukraine’s future. A future where Ukrainian
goods find new markets in Europe and
around the world. A future where domestic
industries thrive, where Ukraine serves as
Europe’s gateway to new markets and
attracts new, dynamic investments and
ideas.
Signing a piece of paper in November
will not get you there. Hard work, tough
choices, uncomfortable changes will.
President [Viktor]Yanukovych has often
said that the summit in Vilnius is the beginning, not the end of Ukraine’s European
aspirations.
To export into European markets
Ukrainian businesses will have to adapt.
They will have to learn to apply new standards, new technical regulations, and they
will have to learn new ways of doing business. Change is good, especially if it leads to
bigger and better opportunities. These new
opportunities will not just be in Europe –
they will be here in Kyiv, in Donetsk,
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Dnipropetrovsk, Lviv and in other cities
and towns around Ukraine where local
companies will be looking for investors,
hoping to partner, to expand and innovate.
To attract and retain interested partners
there will be work to do. For all of its innovative and scientific potential, Ukraine
lacks fundamental intellectual property
right protections which could bring cutting-edge companies to this market.
Internet piracy remains rampant. Large
parts of the Ukrainian government itself,
not to mention private business and citizens, use unlicensed or pirated software.
Mistakes in the government’s management
of the royalty-collecting societies have
drawn Ukraine further from international
standards.
This will need to change. A country that
has brilliant contemporary musicians like
Okean Elzy and Jamala should also be concerned about the pervasive presence of illegal download sites and unlicensed public
performances. Ukraine currently has a software export market valued at $1.5 billion
and an internal IT market valued at $3.1
billion – imagine what that could be if piracy were eliminated! Imagine the companies
that would come here to stay, to share their
know-how and recruit young Ukrainian
minds to add to it – if they felt confident
their intellectual property would be protected.
Change needs to happen, and we are
happy to see the government is taking the
first steps in that direction. In the justice
sector, successful legislative and
Constitutional reform, in line with
European standards, will also mean greater
opportunities for the protection of human
rights and improvement of the business climate. Ukraine has made huge strides in
introducing legislation to do this. The new
Criminal Procedure Code that came into
effect in November 2012 is a prime example. In the first eight months, 25 percent
fewer people were being detained while
awaiting charges or trial. Over 13,000
fewer people are sitting in detention, and
people are complying with alternative
release conditions. The establishment of a
system to provide free legal aid to people
who cannot afford lawyers, and the Law on
the Bar raising professional standards for
all lawyers, will improve the protection of
human rights in Ukraine.
Work is ongoing on two other significant
laws – reforming the procuracy’s power
and the Law on the Judiciary. Your government wisely submitted both, along with
suggested Constitutional amendments
regarding the judiciary, to the Venice
Commission and Council of Europe for
their opinion on whether these meet
European standards. The Venice
Commission said all of the drafts represent
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major improvements in line with European
standards, and made additional recommendations. …
The same goes for the investment climate. To attract the best companies, the
best partners and the best interest rates,
Ukraine will have to work on changing laws
on business ownership, making transparency the number one priority. It will have
to continue to examine its tax code and
ensure equal treatment for all under the
law. As ambassador, I often hear U.S. companies complain about the difficulties they
encounter in Ukraine – I am eager to have
the tenor of those conversations change. I
want U.S. businesses to praise Ukraine for
the ease of doing business here.
I am pleased that Ukraine has improved
in the World Bank’s Ease of Doing Business
ratings, and applaud the good work of
Ukrainian government agencies that have
made reform a priority. But much more
remains to be done – it’s not enough to
have good laws and regulations on the
books; they need to be implemented properly and fully. The proof of that improvement will come when investors bring their
ideas and investments to Ukraine. …
I’m asking you to do what you do best –
to observe, to study, to think, and then to
share your thoughts with others. Study the
experiences of the United States, the
European Union, your neighbor Poland,
and big emerging markets like Mexico, as
they crafted investor-friendly legal
regimes, as they strengthened their democratic institutions, institutionalized their
support of human rights and expanded
opportunities for all citizens. Acknowledge
that this did not happen overnight, that it
took time, that many lessons were learned,
lessons that you now have the opportunity
to learn from, and to improve upon. Think
about how you will contribute to Ukraine’s
future.
And as you think, as you plan, participate. Participate in the great political process that is democracy. Meet the next challenge Ukraine faces – the elections in 2015
– head on. Work to ensure they are as good,
or better than the 2010 elections which
were generally admired and accepted as
free and fair.
I urge you to go out and vote, to grasp
the myriad of opportunities I have discussed today. Educate yourselves and your
peers so that you are prepared to step up to
your responsibilities as Ukraine’s next generation of leaders. And as you do, know
this: you have no better friend in this
endeavor than the United States. We stand
ready to support you, the Ukrainian people,
as you find your place in Europe, as you
strive to ensure Ukraine’s energy independence and as you work to strengthen your
democratic processes and institutions. …
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Donetsk orphanage team wins third consecutive Little League championship
by Basil Tarasko
KREMENETS, Ukraine – The sixth annual Ukraine Little League Baseball
Championship for children from orphanages was held on September 18-21 for the
fifth straight year in the small town of
Kremenets, Ternopil Oblast, in Ukraine.
Boys and girls age 10-12 from four
orphanages arrived on September 18 to
Kremenets from different cities in Ukraine
with the hope of capturing the championship trophy. Each of the all-star teams previously sent in rosters and schedules per
Little League rules. Thirty-eight boys and
three girls filled with hope were eager to
play.
The four teams were: Lutuhene
(Luhansk Oblast), Donetsk
(Donetsk),Mizoch (Rivne) and host
Kremenets (Ternopil).
Once again the California Association to
Aid Ukraine (CAAU) was the leading sponsor of the championship. The costs of travel, housing, meals and various cultural programs were generously donated by CAAU.
A detailed schedule of games and activities was prepared in advance for the five
days. In Ukraine, it seems nothing goes as
planned. Rains forced schedule changes, yet
we were able to fit in seven out of eight
games.
On Wednesday, September 18, teams
arrived at Kremenets. Rain caused opening
ceremonies to be postponed. A tour of the
school museum and local museums was
arranged. Teams received uniforms named
for each team, donated by Roman Leskiw, a
retired Marine from Farmington, Conn.
On Thursday, September 19, the tourna-

ment’s opening ceremonies were held
indoors, due to rain. We were able to play
three games in a light drizzle that afternoon. Kremenets defeated Mizoch 14-8 and
Donetsk 12-11. This had to be one of the
most exciting games in the history of these
championships. Donetsk added three runs
in the top of the sixth inning to lead 11-8.
Then Kremenets scored four runs in its last
at bat to upend last year’s champ 12-11.
The team ran on to the field all-jubilant. In
an earlier game, Donetsk beat Lutuhene
10-4.
On Friday, September 20, rain all day
once again disrupted the matches. A trip to
the historic Pochayiv Monastery filled the
morning for the children. Pochayiv is considered to be the second-holiest monastery
in Ukraine. On most weekends close to
50,000 people visit the monastery, where,
according to a documentary by EWTN, the
Virgin Mary appeared on two separate
occasions.
These special days for the children are
not just about baseball; we include side
trips. The children from eastern Ukraine
heard for the first time about UPA
(Ukrainian Insurgent Army) activities in
the hills surrounding Kremenets during
and after World War II. They saw cows,
horses and hogs that the orphanage uses to
supply some of the food for the children
there. This was first-time exposure for
many who experienced life on the grounds.
So many lessons could be learned each day
there.
After lunch, on Friday, a baseball clinic
was conducted focusing on proper throwing techniques and pitching techniques.
This was followed by a pitching competi-

JACQUES HNIZDOVSKY

tion for individual awards and team
awards. The judges were for the first time
all Ukrainian umpires. They did a fabulous
professional job. In the past, Peace Corps
Volunteers (PCV) served as umpires and
scorers. This year there were fewer PCVs in
Ukraine, and schedule conflicts prevented
any PCV involvement.
The LL team from Lutuhene easily won
the team pitching competition and each
member of the team was awarded a new
baseball.
On Saturday, September 21, games
resumed that morning. Donetsk edged
Mizoch 5-4 to gain a spot in the final.
Kremenets doubled Lutuhene 6-3, to
remain undefeated.
The highlight of each championship is
the lottery held on Saturday. Each player
received a numbered ticket which allowed
the child to pick any souvenir he or she
wanted. Even some children from the
orphanage joined in with tickets. There
were so many gifts ranging from shirts,
caps, baseballs, batting gloves to business
packs. Most of the children walked away
with four gifts, and of course, those smiles.
Thanks are due to Little League Baseball –
Eastern Region, Pitch In for Baseball for
supplying the gifts.
On Sunday, September 22, the championship final was played. The battle for third
place resulted in a 7-7 tie due to a time
limit. Lutuhene and Mizoch were both
overjoyed with their third-place finish.
Host Kremenets came into the final
game undefeated. Defending champ
Donetsk sought to avenge an earlier defeat.
But Donetsk did indeed win its third consecutive title and rather easily by a 15-2

margin. Strong pitching, coupled with timely hitting, led to victory.
Closing ceremonies were held indoors.
Each team received a bag of goodies, including pins, baseball cards, certificates of participation and local walnuts. The champions
received an individual trophy and a commemorative T-shirt. Many, many smiles by
all of the participants warmed up the gymnasium at the Kremenets orphanage.
Many caring Ukrainian organizations and
individuals made all the gifts possible and
helped pay the costs of running two baseball championships in 2013. This example
of generosity made those two championships a special time for the children.
Leading the way were the aforementioned CAAU and the Self Reliance New
York Federal Credit Union. In addition, the
United Ukrainian American Relief
Committee, Ukrainian Congress Committee
of America Philadelphia Branch, Ukrainian
League of Philadelphia, Ukrainian
American Sports Club Tryzub, Baltimore
Ukrainian Festival Committee, Ukrainian
Homestead, Ukrainian American Youth
Association Ellenville, Pitch In For Baseball,
Eastern Region Little League Baseball,
Classic Promotion Group and Hatsfield
Sports either contributed funds or muchneeded baseball equipment. There were
several contributions from individuals as
well.
This writer welcomes recommendations
of schools or orphanages in Ukraine who
may want to add a baseball and/or softball
program for 2014. Please contact Basil P.
Tarasko, district administrator, Ukraine
Little League by e-mail at bt4ukraine@aol.
com.

SAVE THE DATE

WOODCUTS LINOCUTS

William Greenbaum Fine Prints has been buying and selling
prints and paintings by many different artists for 50 years.
We are delighted to announce that we currently have more
than 60 signed prints by Jacques Hnizdovsky for sale.

4th Annual Children’s Christmas Party
and Tree Trimming
Sunday, December 8, 2013
2 - 4 p.m.
Come help decorate the Christmas tree at the
Ukrainian Institute of America.
More information to follow
Ukrainian Institute of America
2 East 79th Street and Fifth Ave. New York, NY 10075

ALL PRINTS NOW ILLUSTRATED ONLINE AT:
www.greenbaumprints.com
Please email us at wngreenbaum@verizon.net
or phone us at 508-284-7036.
William Greenbaum Fine Prints
98 South Street
Rockport, MA 01966
Open By Appointment

Member: International Fine Print Dealers Association

Tutoring Wanted
Looking for an adult or a teenager
to teach a young child Ukrainian
after school in Bayside, NY.
Terms to be agreed upon.
Please email dr.irogutsky1@verizon.net
or call (718) 224-7740.

Visit our archive online: www.ukrweekly.com
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Speeches at ADL’s recognition of Metropolitan Andrey Sheptytsky
Abraham H. Foxman
Below are excerpts of remarks by Abraham H. Foxman,
national director of the Anti-Defamation League, at the presentation of the Jan Karski Courage to Care Award to
Metropolitan Andrey Sheptytsky on October 31.
Two weeks ago, ADL co-sponsored an international conference in Kyiv on the 100th anniversary of the Beilis Blood
Libel Trial. It was the last time a Jew was tried in court on
the infamous “Blood Libel” charge.
Despite the clear anti-Semitism of the judge, the prosecution, the tsarist government and a certain portion of
Ukrainian society, enough members of the jury stood up
against the pressure and prevented Beilis of being convicted of a murder he did not commit.
Today, we celebrate another example of courage – again
in Ukraine, but in this case, over 150 innocent Jews were
protected, and they were saved in circumstances much
more dire and dangerous than those faced by Beilis.
The man we honor today, Metropolitan Archbishop
Andrey Sheptytsky acted courageously in the midst of war,
in the midst of genocide. He took great risk upon himself,
upon the priests and nuns in his charge, and upon his
entire Church to save Jewish men, women and children.
Sheptytsky was born in 1865 into a Polish Catholic aristocratic family with Ukrainian roots. At the age of 27 he
was ordained a Greek-Catholic priest.
Just eight years later, in 1900, he became archbishop
and metropolitan of Lvov (now known as Lviv), the spiritual leader of Ukrainian Catholics in southeastern Poland.
Viscerally opposed to the atheism and tyranny of the
Soviet regime, he was distraught when the Soviets occupied
Eastern Poland in September 1939 under a secret agreement
with the Nazis. A supporter of Ukrainian political aspirations,
he initially welcome the arrival of German troops who
expelled the Red Army from Lviv in June 1941.
However, he immediately realized the horror of the Nazi
regime when they ordered the murder of the local Jews.
Metropolitan Sheptytsky had close and friendly ties to the
Jewish community of the Lviv region before the war began,
and it was thus natural for Jews to turn to him for help.
Under his direction and leadership, Jews were often
supplied with false papers, including baptism certificates.
Some were hidden and disguised in monasteries. The metropolitan himself sheltered Jews in his private library and
other locations on his own premises. It is said that he
never turned away a Jew who came for help. Think about
it! He never turned away a Jew who came for help.
The courage of his clandestine acts was matched by the
bravery of his public statements. In addition to hiding
Jews, a crime punishable by death, he expressed his opposition to the persecution of Jews both directly to the Nazi
leadership and publicly to his entire community.
In February 1942, Sheptytsky wrote a letter to the head
of the SS, Heinrich Himmler, protesting the Nazis’ murderous policy and complaining about the use of Ukrainian
policemen to kill Jews.
His pastoral letter issued in November 1942, “Thou

Shalt Not Kill,” was to be read in every church. In that letter, he urged everyone to remain faithful to their religious
obligations to love their neighbor and not to kill, and specifically not to engage in what he termed “political murder.”
In addition to those he saved directly, who knows how
many more he saved indirectly, through his strong moral
voice that influenced others to act.
But we do know about those he saved, including many
children, some of whom are here today. I ask that those
whose ancestors were saved by Metropolitan Sheptytsky
please stand and be recognized.
[Several dozen individuals rose from their seats to
applause.]
You owe your lives to Andrey Sheptytsky. And I know
how you feel. As a young boy in Poland I had the good fortune to be sheltered by a brave and decent woman in an
otherwise overwhelmingly hostile and disinterested
Europe.
I was hidden as a Catholic child by my nanny –
Bronislawa Kurpi – without whose help I would not be
here today.
Someone said that there are no perfect people but there
are perfect moments. Those we call righteous provided the
civilized world with countless perfect moments at a time
when it appeared that humanity had lost its way.
Through their actions they proved that it was possible to
disrupt what appeared to be an omnipotent reign of terror.
Indeed, the Nazis created a world of “choice-less choices,”
where fear and terror reigned supreme. In such a world,
where many wondered where God was, nothing could be
certain. Perhaps in the end all we are left with is uncertainty and a spark of goodness within. A spark that for some is
kindled into a light so bright as to be almost divine: a beacon; a reminder to the rest of us that one life can truly make
a difference. …

Bishop Paul Chomnycky

Following are excerpts of comments by Bishop Paul
Chomnycky of the Stamford, Conn., Eparchy of the Ukrainian
Catholic Church, at the presentation of the Jan Karski Award
to Metropolitan Andrey Sheptytsky.
It is my distinct pleasure and honor, on behalf of His
Beatitude Sviatoslav Shevchuk, the head of the Ukrainian
Catholic Church, to greet Mr. Abraham Foxman, the national director of the Anti-Defamation League, all the members
of the league on the occasion of the celebration of the
100th anniversary of its founding...
His Beatitude asked me to convey his sincere thanks to the
Anti-Defamation League for the prestigious honor – the ADL
Jan Karski Courage to Care Award – being bestowed today
upon his venerable predecessor, the Servant of God Andrey
Sheptytsky, and especially for the recognition of Sheptytsky’s
courageous efforts in saving the Jews of Lviv from certain
death at the hand of the Nazi invaders in wartime Ukraine.
“Am I my brother’s keeper?” As we know, this is the callous retort given to the Lord God by Cain after he, overcome by a jealous rage, had bludgeoned his brother, Abel to
death. Am I my brother’s keeper? Down through the ages,

Anti-Defamation League...
(Continued from page 1)
Although he was unable to attend the event in person,
Mr. Temerty was represented by several leaders of the UJE,
including Adrian Karatnycky, Berel Rodal and Raya
Shadursky, as well as UJE’s director of communications,
Natalia Feduschak.
Also in attendance were Bishop Paul Chomnycky of the
Ukrainian Catholic Eparchy of Stamford, Conn., which
includes New York and New England; the Rev. Bohdan
Prach, the new rector of the Ukrainian Catholic University
(UCU); and Prof. Myroslav Marynovych, a survivor of the
Gulag, director of the Religious Information Service of
Ukraine (RISU) at UCU and a leader in the movement for
interfaith reconciliation in Ukraine.
Bishop Chomnycky read a statement on behalf of
Patriarch Sviatoslav Shevchuk, the leader of the Ukrainian
Catholic Church, in which he thanked the ADL for bestowing this honor on Metropolitan Sheptytsky for his non-violent resistance to the evil of the Nazis.
(See excerpts of Bishop Chomnycky’s, Mr. Foxman’s and
Prof. Weyman’s remarks above.)

Danuta Potworowski

Kurt Lewin (seated), who was saved by Metropolitan
Andrey Sheptytsky, with his son Clement Lewin and his
wife.

this question has been a constant presence, a constant
thorn in the side of humanity. Unfortunately, however,
more often than not, it has been met with a deafening
silence and impenetrable darkness.
The final years of Metropolitan Andrey Sheptytsky were
lived in a place and at a time that were, in respect to this
question, particularly silent and dark. That remnant of the
old Hapsburg Empire, the Eastern European province of
Galicia of 70 years ago was a confusing and often lethal
jumble of clashing political interests, enveloped by religious and ethnic tensions, and overlaid with the destruction inflicted by advancing and retreating armies. All of this
fueled the unspeakable atrocities that were committed at
that time.
From the midst of this quagmire of war, hatred, intolerance and death, from the depths of this corner of silence
and darkness there emerged relatively few lights, relatively
few voices of reason, tolerance and humanity. But one shining beacon of hope in the darkness, one powerful voice of
reason and humanity in the silence was found in the person of Metropolitan Andrey Sheptytsky, the spiritual leader
of the Ukrainian Greek Catholic Church.
Sheptytsky’s answer to the burning question posed so
long ago by Cain was: “Yes, I am my brother’s keeper,
because each and every human being is made in the image
and likeness of God and to every human being is due the
honor, respect and dignity of a child of God.” …

Jerzy Weyman

Following are excerpts of remarks by Jerzy Weyman,
grandnephew of Metropolitan Andrey Sheptytsky, as delivered at the ADL’s Jan Karski Courage to Care Award luncheon.
As a representative of the Sheptytsky family, I am deeply
honored to receive the Jan Karski Award on behalf of my
granduncle Andrey. …It so happens that this ceremony
takes place a day before the anniversary of his death in
1944. Andrey Sheptytsky was first and foremost a religious
person. He chose to become a priest and a monk. That is
the essence of that person. He was then made a bishop and
the metropolitan of Lvov [Lviv].
It was due exclusively to historical circumstances that
he found himself in a situation where he also had to play a
political role. For many years, throughout several different
periods, he was one of the national leaders of Ukraine. He
was not really prepared for such a role. It was largely
thanks to his upbringing and his charisma that he was able
to answer that call. Personally, I think he neither sought
nor felt comfortable in this role. As a man of God, he was
primarily concerned with bringing comfort to people and
saving their lives, regardless of their nationality and background. And, thanks to his moral vision, he succeeded in
saving many during times so terrible that they are hard to
imagine for anybody who did not live through them.
After all these years, when the conflicts of those days
subsided and the world has changed, somewhat, it is easier
to understand Andrey Sheptytsky’s actions when one looks
at them through the prism of his basic principles of saving
lives and bringing comfort. …
For many years, prominent Jewish leaders had argued
for the admission of Metropolitan Sheptytsky to Yad
Vashem in Jerusalem, to give him the official title of
“Righteous Among Gentiles.” Metropolitan Sheptytsky’s
brother, Abbott Clement Sheptytsky, who sheltered many
Jewish children at the monastery at Univ has been admitted to Yad Vashem, along with many of the Ukrainian
Catholic monks and priests who were inspired by
Metropolitan Sheptytsky, but the metropolitan himself has
not yet been officially acknowledged in this way.
Rabbi Bleich, Mr. Temerty and the UJE have been working intensively to grant this status to the metropolitan, and
last year they achieved an important breakthrough when
the Canadian House of Commons held hearings and passed
a unanimous resolution honoring Metropolitan Sheptytsky
for his moral courage.
Ukrainian Catholic leaders remain hopeful that the ADL
Jan Karski Award will serve as another important step
towards Metropolitan Sheptytsky’s admission to Yad Vashem,
and his case for canonization is currently before the Vatican.
The Anti-Defamation League established the Courage to
Care award in 1987; in 2011 it was named after the Polish
diplomat Jan Karski, who was one of the first to give the West
testimony about the Nazis’ extermination of the Jews.
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November 15
New York

Book signing and presentation by Andrea Chalupa, “Orwell
and the Refugees: The Untold Story of Animal Farm,”
The Ukrainian Museum, 212-228-0110

November 17
Ottawa

Christmas bazaar, Ukrainian Women’s Association,
Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Ukrainian Orthodox
Cathedral, 613-830-1472

November 15
Victoria, BC

Workshop, “Teaching the Holodomor: Commemorating
the 80 years since the Ukrainian Famine-Genocide of
1932-1933,” Ukrainian Canadian Congress, University of
Victoria, www.ucc.ca

November 17
Jersey City, NJ

Film screening, “Famine 33” by Oles Yanchuk, Ukrainian
Community Center, 201-656-7755

November 19
New York

Lecture by Edward Kasinec, “Interwar Sub-Carpathian
Rus’: Newly Discovered Visual Sources,” Columbia
University, ma2634@columbia.edu or 212-854-4697

November 19-20
Cambridge, MA

Conference, “Quo Vadis Ukrainian History: Assessing the
State of the Field,” Harvard University, http://www.huri.
harvard.edu/events/2013-quo-vadis-registration.html
or 617-495-4053

November 21-24
New Orleans

Dance theater performance, “50 Heartbreaks and I’m Still
in Love with YOUkraine,” New Orleans Fringe Festival,
The Old Firehouse, www.nofringe.org

November 22-24
Ottawa

Workshop, “Icon Writing: John Chrysostom,” with the
Rev. Ivan Nahachewsky, Sheptytsky Institute, St. Paul
University, www.sheptytskyinstitute.ca

November 22
Montreal

Film screening, “Okradena Zemlya” by Yurij Luhovy,
Ukrainian Canadian Congress, Ukrainian Youth Center,
514-259-7162

November 23
Kenmore, NY

Christmas bazaar, St. John the Baptist Ukrainian Catholic
Church, stjohnmyparish@gmail.com or 716-873-5011

November 23
New York

Commemorative service marking the 80th anniversary of
the Holodomor, St. Patrick’s Cathedral, www.ucca.org
or 212-228-6840

November 15
Ottawa

Film screenings, “An evening with Halyna Kuchmij,”
Ukrainian National Federation Ottawa-Gatinaeu,
University of Ottawa, 819-775-5066

November 16
Calgary, AB

Banquet fund-raiser, Calgary Friends of the Ukrainian
Catholic University, St. Stephen Protomartyr Ukrainian
Catholic Church Cultural Center, 403-670-9145 or
www.ucef.org

November 16
Alexandria, VA

Concert featuring violinist Marc Bouchkov, The
Washington Group Cultural Fund, The Lyceum,
301-229-2615 or 703-838-4994

November 16
Whippany, NJ

Film screening, “Famine 33” by Oles Yanchuk, Ukrainian
Congress Committee of America, Ukrainian American
Cultural Center of New Jersey, www.uaccnj.org

November 16
Chicago

Album art exhibit, featuring the Palomar Ensemble,
“Ten X Ten,” Ukrainian Institute of Modern Art,
www.tenxtenchicago.com/p/events.html

November 16
New York

Literary evening, “World Poetry in Ukrainian Translations:
Frederico Garcia Lorca,” Shevchenko Scientific Society,
212-254-5130

November 17
Scranton, PA

Harvest dinner, St. Vladimir Ukrainian Catholic Church
570-346-2414 (advance only)

November 17
Philadelphia

Famine-Genocide commemorative event, Liberty Bell
Center, with program at Ukrainian Catholic Cathedral of
the Immaculate Conception, 215-663-1166

66th UAV National...
(Continued from page 4)
Ukrainian national anthems. Mr. Cionka
then delivered a toast to fallen comrades
and explained the items displayed on a special table honoring MIAs and POWs.
After welcoming the guests and fellow
veterans, Post Commander Oleh Cieply
introduced distinguished guests and UAV
National Executive Board officers.
There were several speakers at the
event: National Commander Hron; Oksana
Koziak, president of the National Ladies
Auxiliary; and the distinguished guest
speaker, TACOM (Tank-Automotive and
Armaments Command) Commander Maj.
Gen. Michael J. Perry, U.S. Army.
Commander Hron congratulated UAV
Post 101 members on their 30th anniversary and thanked them for hosting the 66th
UAV National Convention. He also delivered
the keynote speech, titled “Why the UAV,” in
which he focused on the role Ukrainian
Americans had played in the U.S. Armed
Forces and the sacrifices they had made
during the wars of the 20th century and
the Global War on Terrorism.
Among the heroes he singled out during
his speech was Nicholas Minue, the first
Ukrainian American awarded the
Distinguished Medal of Honor. Mr. Hron
also noted the contributions of Theodore
Kalakika, Samuel Jaskilka, Nicholas Oresko,
John Dutko, Michael Strank, Myron Diduryk
and Nicholas Krawciw, but reminded those
attending that thousands of other
Ukrainian Americans had also served and
sacrificed, and that many others are currently serving with honor and distinction.
Mr. Hron also touched on the UAV history and its beginnings in the 1920s. After
World War I, he explained, Ukrainian

American veterans first recognized the
need to unite as a group. This unification,
however, began to take shape after World
War II. It was during the second war that
Ukrainian American women volunteered
and served for the first time. In 1948 the
Ukrainian American Veterans national
organization (as we know it today) was
formed.
Commander Hron concluded: “I say that
there is something in the soul of all
Ukrainian Americans, that yearns for freedom and willingness to fight for it. It is this
heritage that has been passed down to generations of Ukrainian Americans.” Mr. Hron
ended his presentation with a poem, titled
“It Is a Veteran,” that he dedicated to his
recently departed dear friend, Christian
Shalay.
Following this moving tribute to a comrade in arms, the national commander presented the following UAV awards:
Meritorious Service Award to Michael
Demchuk; 2013 Leadership Award to
Anthony Bilyj, UAV Post 1; 2013 First
Runner-Up Leadership Award to UAV
Michigan Post 101. Mr. Cieply recognized
Matthew Wroblewski for his outstanding
efforts in preparation of the 66th UAV
Convention and the banquet.
Maj. Gen. Terry spoke about the hardships, dedication and heroism of the U.S.
military servicemen and servicewomen.
He was presented with the UAV coin.
Marian Bojsiuk then presented the UAV
Post 40 award to UAV Post 101 and to
Bernard and Anna Krawczuk. This concluded the official ceremonies, and a delicious
dinner was served after the invocation.
Led by Mr. Wroblewski, banquet guests
sang songs representing various branches
of the U.S. Military Services. UAV Post 101
member Sylvan Koltyk and his musicians
later played dance music.

Entries in “Out and About” are listed free of charge. Priority is given to events
advertised in The Ukrainian Weekly. However, we also welcome submissions
from all our readers. Items will be published at the discretion of the editors
and as space allows. Please send e-mail to mdubas@ukrweekly.com.

HELP US COMMEMORATE
Prof. MELANIA BAYLOWA
ON HER 35TH ANNIVERSARY
WITH A MONUMENT
A Fund Drive by the Ukrainian
Music Institute of America, Inc.
and former students of UMI
It has been 34 years since Prof. Melania Baylowa, accomplished
pedagogue, co-founder and one-time President of UMI (1970-79), beloved
teacher of piano in UMI’s New York branch, passed into eternity.
Unfortunately her only child, Ada Baylowa, passed away without placing a
headstone on her mother’s grave at Holy Ghost Cemetery in Hamptonburg, NY.
The members of UMI and some of her former students would like
to commemorate the approaching 35th anniversary of her passing by
mounting a headstone on her final resting place, to give this notable and deserving person the respect that is her due. The headstone design is complete
and we are now initiating a fund drive.
We appeal to Prof. Baylowa’s former students, teachers, supporters,
friends, and people of good will and generosity to help us accomplish this
task. Prof. Baylowa lived for music and for her students. Thanks to her
commitment and her vast musical experience, many of her students
achieved first place awards at various musical competitions, and some went
on to study music in college. Let us give back to her at least a small part of
what she contributed to the enrichment of Ukrainian cultural life.
If you can contribute, please make checks payable to the Ukrainian Music
Institute (Account #36852-0001) and mail to UMI’s Treasurer, Mrs. Halyna
Lehki, Treasurer UMI, 383 Menahan St., #1L, Brooklyn, N.Y. 11237.
Donations are tax-deductible. UMI is a 501(с)(3) non-profit educational organization. Once the placing of the monument is completed, we will
publish a list of donors.
Our heartfelt thanks!
Bohdanna Wolansky
UMI President		

Oksana Kuzyszyn
Fundraising Committee
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Bishop Gudziak’s call to action at pilgrimage in Pennsylvania
by Christina Vosbikian
FOX CHASE MANOR, Pa. – Sunday, October
6, marked the 82nd annual pilgrimage honoring the Mother of God held at the Motherhouse
of the Sisters of St. Basil the Great in Fox Chase
Manor, Pa. This year’s focus was on “Accepting the Cross: Martyrs of the Ukrainian Catholic
Church,” a theme that was woven throughout the
day’s program.
The pilgrimage began with the Mystery of Reconciliation offered on the Motherhouse’s tranquil
grounds, establishing the day as one of prayer
and reflection. A divine liturgy and moleben
with special guest homilist Bishop Borys Gudziak, Ph.D., followed. After a lunch of traditional
Ukrainian food, guests were able to conclude
their day of prayer at an afternoon moleben.
On Sunday morning, I arrived on the grounds
of the Motherhouse, walking past the calm
beauty of guests receiving the sacrament of Reconciliation outdoors. My fellow members of Plast
Ukrainian Scouting Organization and I, holding
flags, crosses and pictures of the Ukrainian martyrs that were being honored that day, lined up
alongside members of the Ukrainian American
Youth Association (UAYA) to process into the
Motherhouse.
As a “plastunka” and a graduate of Jenkintown’s Ukrainian Heritage School, I was especially interested and excited to hear the homily
that was to be delivered by Bishop Gudziak, a
truly impressive and learned man who is also a
Plast member.

Bishop Borys Gudziak bestows a blessing upon pilgrims.

Christina Vosbikian

Metropolitan Stefan Soroka and Bishop Borys Gudziak with Plast members at the pilgrimage.
Metropolitan-Archbishop Stefan Soroka and
various other priests from the Philadelphia area
beautifully read the liturgy to a congregation that
was made up of old and young Ukrainians alike.
The first reading was read by the Sisters of St.
Basil and discussed the mystery of the Ark of
the Covenant. Next came the Gospel, the story
of Jesus’ visit to the home of Mary and Martha,
followed by Bishop Gudziak’s homily.
In his homily, Bishop Gudziak addressed the
difficulty of preserving our Ukrainian Catholic
Church in a modernizing society with increasingly untraditional values. Tying his message to the
day’s celebration of martyrdom, Bishop Gudziak

Plast and UAYA members with their flags.

expressed the need for every Catholic to make
sacrifices to preserve the Church and its message
of Jesus’ love for mankind. Bishop Gudziak’s
homily was largely a call to action going out to
the young, as well as older faithful.
As a young member of the Philadelphia Ukrainian community, I was immediately captivated
by Bishop Gudziak’s open and relatable manner
of speaking. His dignified, yet comfortable, delivery of his homily added a sincerity to his message that struck a chord with me, as I am sure it
did for all gathered at liturgy that day.
As members of the Ukrainian diaspora, it is
our shared responsibility to continue the legacy
started by those who came to America to make
a better life for us and our successors. Bishop
Gudziak’s homily served as a reminder to us in
the diaspora that actively upholding our Ukrainian Catholic traditions, like Sunday’s pilgrimage,
is of paramount importance to preserving our
identity as a community of faith.
Christina Vosbikian, 17, of Fort Washington,
Pa., is a member of Plast Ukrainian Scouting Organization, a graduate of the School of Ukrainian
Studies and a senior at Mount St. Joseph Academy in Flourtown, Pa. She is working toward her
eagle scout rank in Plast.

In memory of the victims of the Holodomor
by Dmytro Kusen
I would like to dedicate this article to my
great grandmother, who was born in the region
of Cherkashchyna in Ukraine, and to all the
people of Ukraine.
Ukraine is a beautiful land with great forests and wide open spaces, but, in 1932-1933,
there was a tragedy that forever left its mark on
Ukraine– the Holodomor. It was an artificial
famine created by Stalin and other leaders in
the Soviet Union in order to weaken resistance
against Soviet rule in Ukraine and to destroy

the rural population, which strongly held on to
Ukrainian culture and traditions. Over 7 million
people died of starvation.
My great grandmother was just a little girl
at that time, and she recalled the events back
then. She remembered how people would be
dying of starvation everywhere, how there was
no food to eat. She recalled how NKVD soldiers
would come and take away all the food from
people in her village, killing all the livestock
and seizing control of the crop fields from the
people. They would also chop down any or-

chards of apples, cherries, grapes or any other
tree that provided food. That is why, even to
this day, it is difficult to find large cherry orchards.
It is known that the Ukrainian poet Taras
Shevchenko wrote poems describing the large
cherry orchards that existed in Ukraine, but
after the Holodomor few remained. My great
grandmother recalled how her parents tried to
hide food in a teddy bear so that the NKVD men
(Continued on page 19)
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Plast Hartford begins educational year Campers send greetings
Plast Sea Scouting Camp
PITTSFIELD, Mass. – Teenage
Plast scouts who attended the
2013 Sea Scouting Camp here at
Camp Marion White sent a greeting
(below) to The Ukrainian Weekly
that was signed by the campers and
camp staff. The annual specialized
camp for members of Plast Ukrainian Scouting Organization is run
by the Chornomortsi fraternity and
the Chornomorski Khvyli sorority of
Plast.
by Maya Naumenko

GLASTONBURY, Conn.
– On October 6, the Plast group

in Hartford, Conn., had its annual
gathering to begin a new year of
scout activity at J.B Williams Park
in Glastonbury, Conn.
Even though the weather was
gloomy and wet, everybody was
happy to see each other after a busy
summer at different camps. With
a wonderful fire in the pavilion’s

fireplace, the Plast scouts had their
ceremony to welcome new “plastuny” and recognize everyone’s work
this summer.
Afterwards, everybody enjoyed
baked potatoes and kovbasa. All our
Plast members are looking forward
to a busy, fun year.

Sitch Sports School
KERHONKSON, N.Y. – Campers
at the 2013 Sports School of the
Ukrainian Athletic-Educational
Association Chornomorska Sitch sent
a large-format greeting (above) to
The Ukrainian Weekly bearing the
signatures of all who participated in
the camp’s two sessions on July 21
through August 3 at the Soyuzivka
Heritage Center.

Maya Naumenko, 11, is a “yunachka” in the Hartford group of Plast
Ukrainian Scouting Organization.

Hartford UAYA begins
2013-2014 activities

Mishanyna
This month’s Mishanyna focuses on holidays and things associated
with November. Finds the capitalized words hidden in the Mishanyna
grid.
THANKSGIVING
VETERANS DAY
(in the U.S.)
REMEMBRANCE Day
(in Canada)
HOLODOMOR
commemorations
HARTFORD, Conn. – The Hartford branch of the Ukrainian American
Youth Association opened its educational year on September 17. The branch
welcomed back its young members and wished them a wonderful year. The
branch holds its educational sessions every Tuesday evening at 6-7:30 p.m.
at the Ukrainian National Home on Wethersfield Avenue in Hartford, Conn.
Seen above are UAYA Hartford members.
– Christina Jancew Iwanik

In memory...

that they would never again try to
stand up against Soviet rule and the
(Continued from page 18)
Communist economic system.
would not find it, but when they
This year marks 80 years since
came to their house, they searched
the Holodomor. Sadly, my great
it top to bottom, looking for any food grandmother has passed away, but
at all. They found the bear, ripped it we should forever remember to
open and pulled out the food.
ensure that such an event will never
The NKVD soldiers were absolutely determined to find every last little happen again to anybody.
bit of food and take it away. This
Dmytro Kusen, 14, is from Farmhappened over and over in many
villages and small towns in Ukraine. ington, Conn. He is a member of the
Hartford, Conn., branch of the UkraiThis terrible event put fear into the
nian American Youth Association.
minds of all those who survived, so

ELECTION DAY
end of DAYLIGHT
Saving Time
Beginning of
HANUKKAH
AUTUMN in the
northern hemisphere

SPRING in the
southern hemisphere
ALL SAINTS Day
TOPAZ
birthstone
CITRINE
birthstone
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PREVIEW OF EVENTS
Saturday, November 16
WHIPPANY, N.J.: The film “Famine 33” will be
screened, followed by a meet and greet with the
Ukrainian director of the film, Oles Yanchuk.
The film will be preceded by a short play,
“Memories of the Holodomor,” presented by the
Ukrainian American Youth Association of
America, Whippany branch. The program is at
the Ukrainian American Cultural Center of New
Jersey, 60 N. Jefferson Road, at 7:30 p.m.

NEW YORK: The Shevchenko Scientific Society
invites all to the third reading in a series “World
Poetry in Ukrainian Translations: Feredico
Garcia Lorca.” Yuri Tarnavsky will read Federico
Garcia Lorka’s (1898-1936) poetry in Spanish,
and Vasyl Makhno will read the Ukrainian
translations by Eaghor G. Kostetzky, Yuri
Tarnavsky, Mykola Lukash and Mykhaylo
Moskalenko. The reading will take place at the
society’s building, 63 Fourth Ave. at 5 p.m. For
additional information call 212-254-5130.
Sunday, November 17

JERSEY CITY, N.J: A screening of the film
“Famine 33,” followed by a meet and greet with
the Ukrainian director of the film, Oles Yanchuk,
will take place at the Ukrainian Community
Center, 90 Fleet St., at 2 p.m. For information
call 201-656-7755.

LIKE

The Ukrainian Weekly
on Facebook!

PHILADELPHIA: The Philadelphia Community
Committee to Commemorate the 80th
Anniversary of the Famine-Genocide in Ukraine
is organizing a commemoration of this tragic
event. The commemoration will be composed
of two parts: a rally and a dramatization of the
Famine-Genocide in dance form will take place
at 1-2 p.m. by the Liberty Bell at People’s
Square, Fifth and Market streets; a solemn commemorative concert to mark the Holodomor
and to remember the millions of innocent victims of Moscow’s terror will be held at 3 p.m. at
the Ukrainian Catholic Cathedral of the
Immaculate Conception, 830 N. Franklin St.,
Philadelphia, PA 19122. For reservations for
buses contact the Ukrainian Educational and
Cultural Center, 215-663-1166.
Thursday-Sunday, November 21-24

NEW ORLEANS: “50 Heartbreaks and I’m Still
in Love with YOUkrane,” a new dance-theater
piece created by Jenna Bean Veatch and Nadia
Tarnawsky, will be performed as part of the
New Orleans Fringe Festival. The show weaves
together a collage of kitschy dances set to
1960s break-up songs, mournful Ukrainian ballads sung live, delightful stop-action animation,
old family photographs, gorgeous cardboard
paintings by Susannah Anderson and gruesome
history lessons to tell the Tarnawsky family

story. Performances will take place at The Old
Firehouse, 718 Mandeville St. Tickets are $8
with $3 Fringe button and are available at the
door or at www.nofringe.org.
Friday-Sunday, November 22-24

MONTREAL: A three-day commemoration of
the 80th anniversary of the Holodomor begins
on Friday with the screening of the FamineGenocide documentary “Okradena Zemlya,” by
filmmaker Yurij Luhovy, at Dim Molodi, 3260
Beaubien Est, at 7 p.m. The event is sponsored
by the Ukrainian Canadian Congress, Montreal
Branch. Admission is $10. For information call
Bohdanna Hawryluk at 514-259-7162 or visit
www.yluhovy.com. On Saturday, a panakhyda
followed by a remembrance program will begin
at 2 p.m. at the Assumption of the Blessed
Virgin Mary Ukrainian Catholic Church Hall,
6185-10th Ave., Rosemount. For information
call Ms. Hawryluk at 514-259-7162. On Sunday,
the one-man play titled “Holodomor: Murder
by Starvation – Ukrainian Famine/Genocide of
1932-1933” by Father Edward Evanko, will be
presented at 4 p.m., at St. Sophia Ukrainian
Orthodox Cathedral Church Hall, 6270-12th
Ave. Admission is $10. The events is sponsored
by the UCC Montreal Branch. For information
call Ms. Hawryluk, 514-259-7162, or Zorianna
Luhovy, 514-481-5871.

Saturday, November 23
NEW YORK: The Plast sorority Kniahyni cordially invites you to an elegant evening of
music and dancing at their fund-raiser
Masquerade Ball. Venue: Ukrainian National
Home, 140 Second Ave. Doors open at 8:30
p.m. Formal attire, black tie optional, and
masks are strongly encouraged. A prize will be
awarded for best costume of the night. Music
will be by the band Hrim. Tickets are $60
(includes hors d’oeuvres and open bar until
10:30 p.m.); must be 21 or older to enter.
Tickets may be purchased online, by mailed
check or at the door. For information, go to
http://kniahyni.org/mask/buy.php.
Sunday, December 1

TORONTO: The Toronto Friends of the
Ukrainian Catholic University and the
Ukrainian Catholic Education Foundation invite
you to a fund-raising banquet to celebrate the
50th anniversary of the Ukrainian Catholic
University and the 10th anniversary of UCEF.
The evening will start with cocktails at 4 p.m.
and dinner at 5 p.m. at UNF Trident Hall, 145
Evans Ave. Tickets: $125 per person; $2,500 for
Friends of UCU table. For additional information and sponsorship opportunities call 416239-2495.

