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Advocates promote Ukraine issues on Capitol Hill
Ukrainian National Information Service

WASHINGTON – Nearly four dozen Ukrainian Americans rep-
resenting New Jersey, the District of Columbia, New York, Illinois, 
Virginia, Connecticut, Ohio, Florida, Pennsylvania, Colorado, 
North Carolina, Washington state and Michigan convened in 
Washington on Wednesday and Thursday, March 8-9, for the 
first in a planned series of Ukrainian Days advocacy events to be 
held this year. 

The Ukrainian Americans were also joined by community 
leaders from the Central and East European Coalition (CEEC), 
representing communities of Central and East European heri-
tage, as well as the Syrian American community. Students from 
the Philadelphia-area Ukrainian studies school’s civics group 
also participated in the advocacy event. It was an opportunity for 
them to experience government civics in action.

“Normally, Ukrainian Days are held once a year and is a time 
during which Ukrainian Americans meet with their elected rep-
resentatives to discuss concerns related to U.S.-Ukraine rela-
tions,” noted event organizer Michael Sawkiw Jr., executive vice-
president of the Ukrainian Congress Committee of America 
(UCCA) and director of the Ukrainian National Information 
Service (UNIS), the UCCA’s public affairs office. “But, since the 
election of a new Congress and president in November 2016, as 
well as renewed Russian aggression in Ukraine, the past several 

by Christopher Guly
Special to The Ukrainian Weekly

OTTAWA – The day after Chrystia 
Freeland was appointed Canadian foreign 
affairs minister in January, the Russian 
Embassy in Ottawa contacted a member of 
the Canadian Parliamentary Press Gallery 
with information about her late Ukrainian 
maternal grandfather, Michael Chomiak.

Justin Ling, features editor of VICE News 
Canada, told The Ukrainian Weekly that 
one of his regular contacts at the Embassy, 
whom he chose not to identify, was “push-
ing the narrative” that Mr. Chomiak was not 
just the chief editor of the Krakow-based 
Ukrainian-language Krakivski Visti 
(Krakow News), he was also “working with 
the Nazis,” who controlled the newspaper.

Mr. Ling, who is also VICE’s parliamenta-
ry correspondent in Ottawa, chose not to 
take the bite. “The story was neither public-
ly relevant nor publicly important, and I 
chose not to publish it – and it was a story 
being shopped by the Russians,” he said in 
an interview. 

However, stories about Mr. Chomiak’s 
alleged Nazi connections soon popped up 
on the Internet. 

On his website, veteran Moscow journal-
ist John Helmer wrote that records opened 
by the Polish government reveal that Mr. 

Chomiak was “a Nazi collaborator from the 
beginning to the end of the war.” Arina 
Tsukanova, a Crimea-based journalist, 
authored a story, headlined “A Nazi 
Skeleton in the Family Closet” for 
Consortiumnews.com, which bills itself as 
the first investigative news magazine on 
the Internet. In the story she claimed that 
Mr. Chomiak “faithfully served Nazi 
Germany right up to its surrender, and 
Chomiak’s family only moved to Canada 
after the Third Reich was defeated by the 
Soviet Union’s Red Army and its allies.”

The stories didn’t get a lot of attention in 
Canada until the Ottawa satirical magazine 
Frank recently published excerpts from 
them. Ms. Freeland was confronted with 
the accusations that her grandfather was a 
Nazi collaborator at a news conference ear-
lier this month when she and Canadian 
Defense Minister Harjit Sajjan announced 
their government’s decision to extend 
Canada’s military mission to Ukraine for 
two more years.

Was this “a disinformation campaign by 
the Russians to try to smear you and dis-
credit you, which they have a tendency to 
have done?” Minister Freeland was asked 
by Globe and Mail bureau chief Robert Fife.

“I don’t think it’s a secret,” she replied. 

Russian Embassy implicated in campaign
to discredit Minister Chrystia Freeland

(Continued on page 12)

by Mark Raczkiewycz

KYIV – Ukraine’s National Security and 
Defense Council halted the flow of road and 
rail cargo traffic in the occupied Donetsk 
and Luhansk oblasts, following a decision 
during an ad hoc meeting on March 15. The 

measure also ordered the Security Service 
of Ukraine (known as the SBU) to probe the 
banks that have capital from state-owned 
Russian financial institutions and to, “with-
in a day, provide relevant proposals, in par-
ticular, the introduction of sanctions 
against them.”

President Petro Poroshenko said he con-
vened the extraordinary meeting due to a 
trade blockade that Donbas war veterans, 
helped by a group of lawmakers mostly 
from the Samopomich party, had started six 
weeks ago. The blockade had led to clashes 
between the pro-blockade activists and 
police in Donetsk Oblast and in Kyiv on 
March 14, as well as reciprocal measures 
enacted by the Kremlin-installed proxies in 
the occupied parts of easternmost Donetsk 
and Luhansk oblasts. Nationwide protests 
in support of the blockaders in at least 13 
cities in 12 regions also were held this 
week. 

Pro-blockade lawmakers from the 
Samopomich and Batkivshchyna parties 
assert that the trade helps prop up the 
Kremlin-installed proxies in the Donbas 
and say the business ties are “tainted with 
blood.”

In turn, Mr. Poroshenko called the block-
ade, which started on January 25, counter-
productive to restoring sovereignty over 
the territory Kyiv doesn’t control. 

“For six weeks the blockaders didn’t 
bring closer, but pushed further way the 
prospect of returning these districts,” the 
president said during the national security 
meeting. “They didn’t strengthen, but 
weakened Ukraine’s influence on that side 
of the contact line. They didn’t return a sin-

Ukraine halts cargo traffic
with the occupied Donbas

(Continued on page 4)

President Petro Poroshenko (right) and National Security and Defense Council 
Secretary Oleksandr Turchynov (second from right) at the council’s meeting on March 

15, when a decision was made to halt all cargo traffic with the occupied Donbas.

Mikhail Palinchak/UNIAN

Rep. Marcy Kaptur (center), Friend of UNIS award recipi-
ent and co-chair of the Congressional Ukrainian Caucus, at 
the Capitol Visitor Center with (from left): Ukrainian 
Congress Committee of America President Andrew Futey, 
Ukraine’s Ambassador to the U.S. Valeriy Chaly, Ukrainian 
World Congress President Eugene Czolij and Ukrainian 
National Information Service Director Michael Sawkiw Jr.

UNIS

(Continued on page 15)
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EU extends sanctions over Crimea

BRUSSELS – The European Union has 
extended sanctions against dozens of indi-
viduals and entities over Russia’s annexa-
tion of Ukraine’s Crimean Peninsula. EU 
ambassadors agreed on March 13 to pro-
long the sanctions against 150 individuals 
and 37 entities that, according to Brussels, 
are responsible for actions against Ukraine’s 
territorial integrity. The existing sanctions 
were due to expire on March 15. Asset 
freezes and visa bans were first imposed by 
the EU in March 2014 after Russia illegally 
annexed Crimea. Those sanctions have been 
continued and expanded by a series of addi-
tional votes by EU officials in Brussels. The 
official sanctions list includes Russian 
Deputy Prime Minister Dmitry Rogozin, 
President Vladimir Putin’s adviser Sergei 
Glazyev, Russian Armed Forces General Staff 
chief Valery Gerasimov and Dmitry Kiselyov, 
who many regard as the Kremlin’s chief pro-
pagandist. There also are 37 entities target-
ed by EU sanctions. They include companies 
active in Crimea and military battalions 
formed by Russia-backed separatists in 
eastern Ukraine. The EU’s economic sanc-
tions against Russia’s energy, military and 
financial sectors are up for renewal in June. 
(Rikard Jozwiak, RFE/RL)

Crimean Tatar official questioned

SYMFEROPOL – A deputy chairman of the 
Crimean Tatars’ self-governing body, the 
Mejlis, has been summoned to the Russian-
run Center for Combating Extremism in 
Ukraine’s Russia-occupied Crimean 
Peninsula. Nariman Dzhelyal said he was 
questioned for two hours on March 13 at the 
Symferopol-based center about a 2016 inter-
view he gave to a Ukrainian television chan-
nel in which he was identified as a deputy 
chairman of the Mejlis. Mr. Dzhelyal said he 
was warned that since the Mejlis is officially 
banned by Russian authorities, being a lead-
er of the organization might lead to legal con-
sequences for him. Mr. Dzhelyal said he was 
also questioned about recently arrested 
Crimean Tatar activists who are listed as 
“friends” on his Facebook account. In Kyiv, 
Foreign Affairs Ministry spokeswoman 
Maryana Betsa said on March 13 that the 
questioning of Mr. Dzhelyal was an example 
of the “continuation” of Russia’s “repres-
sions” in occupied Crimea. Russia’s Supreme 

Court in September 2016 declared the Mejlis 
an “extremist” organization and banned its 
activities in Russia, criminalizing any associa-
tion with it. Another deputy chairman of the 
Mejlis, Ilmi Umerov, is facing a trial on sepa-
ratism charges in Symferopol. Two human 
rights lawyers who represent Mr. Umerov 
also were detained and questioned in 
January at the so-called Center for 
Combating Extremism, which operates 
under Russia’s Internal Affairs Ministry. The 
U.S.-based nongovernmental organization 
Human Rights Watch says the charges 
against Mr. Umerov and other Crimean 
Tatars are “bogus” and “related to their vocal 
and public opposition of Russia’s occupation 
of Crimea.” An overwhelming majority of 
Crimean Tatars oppose the Ukrainian penin-
sula’s seizure and annexation by Russia. 
(Crimean Desk, RFE/RL’s Ukrainian Service)

Poroshenko wants ban on dual citizenship

KYIV – Ukrainian President Petro 
Poroshenko has proposed a bill that would 
ban dual citizenship. The Verkhovna Rada 
said on March 14 that the amendments to the 
law on citizenship proposed on March 13 
were sent to the parliamentary Committee 
for Human Rights, Ethnic Minorities and 
Interethnic Relations for discussion. The bill 
was described as urgent. Under the proposed 
amendments, Ukrainians would lose their cit-
izenship if they “voluntarily” obtain citizen-
ship in another country. They also specify 
that anyone who obtained Ukrainian citizen-
ship but did not return the passports of the 
countries of their previous citizenship would 
also lose Ukrainian citizenship. The discus-
sion of dual citizenship has come to the fore 
in Ukraine following unconfirmed media 
reports saying that suspended tax and cus-
toms service chief Roman Nasirov, who has 
been arrested on suspicion of corruption, 
holds foreign passports. (RFE/RL)

Chemical disaster threat in Ukraine’s east 

UNITED NATIONS – The United Nations 
has raised the alarm over the threat of a 
possible chemical disaster due to the 
armed conflict in eastern Ukraine. A U.N. 
human rights expert said in a statement 
issued on March 10 that fighting has been 
under way in areas where large chemical 
and industrial facilities are located. “Battles 

(Continued on page 12)

 ANALYSIS

by Yaroslav Shimov  
and Aleksy Dzikawicki 

RFE/RL

Belarusian Alyaksandr Usovsky 
describes himself as a historian and publi-
cist. His works include titles such as “Who 
Set Hitler Against The USSR?,” “Churchill’s 
Cannon Fodder,” and “God Save Stalin! Tsar 
of the USSR Josef the Great.”

And according to a cache of documents 
hacked from Mr. Usovsky’s e-mail and 
social-media accounts, which were subse-
quently published by the Ukrainian web-
site InformNapalm at the end of February, 
he is also “a Russian curator” of a loose net-
work of nationalists, radicals and neofas-
cists across Eastern Europe. 

Among other projects, he has special-
ized in trying to spoil relations between 
Poland and Ukraine.

In written correspondence with RFE/
RL, Mr. Usovsky confirmed the authenticity 
of the hacked documents.

“I have specific political views and I act 
in accordance with them,” Mr. Usovsky 
wrote. “As a private person, I sometimes 
help my comrades who have similar politi-
cal convictions – but always in strict accor-
dance with Russian, Belarusian and 
Eastern European laws. If you read the doc-
uments that the Ukrainian hackers took 
from my accounts carefully, you will see 
that my projects are profoundly and exclu-
sively lawful and legal. These are normal 
political operations. By definition, they are 
not public, but that doesn’t make them a 
conspiracy of enemies of Ukraine.”

“I don’t consider myself an enemy of 
Ukraine,” he added. “I am an enemy of all 
the lying, base, dishonest bastards who 
have turned Ukrainians into idiots. And I 
will fight against those bastards to the end, 
no matter what they think about it.”

Russia has been locked in a conflict with 
Ukraine since pro-Russian President Viktor 
Yanukovych fled Kyiv amid unrest in 
February 2014. Shortly thereafter, Moscow 
occupied and annexed the Ukrainian region 
of Crimea and, observers say, began provid-
ing active military and political support to 
separatist movements in eastern Ukraine. 
Moscow also launched an aggressive infor-
mational campaign aimed at labeling new 
Ukrainian President Petro Poroshenko and 
his government a “fascist junta.”

E-mail hack gives glimpse into Russia’s
influence drive in Eastern Europe
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Correction
• In the story “Phillip Karber: Ukraine 

faces Russia’s ‘new-generation warfare’ ” by 
Mark Raczkiewycz (February 26), the cap-
tion for the front page photo in our print 
edition should have noted that it was taken 
in Ukraine (though not in eastern Ukraine). 
The correction was made online immedi-
ately after the error became known.

• In the story “Ukraine’s chief tax collec-
tor Nasirov arrested in alleged $74 M gas 
scheme” by Mark Raczkiewycz (March 12),  
a sentence about the IMF’s loan program 
for Ukraine cited figures in millions of dol-
lars, when it should have been in billions. 
Thus, the sentence should read: “…the 
International Monetary Fund indicated on 
March 4 that it would loan Ukraine an addi-
tional $1 billion as part of a $17.5 billion 
bailout package, bringing total disburse-
ments to $8.3 billion.” Also the income Mr. 
Nasirov declared for 2015 should have 
been given as $135,000. The corrections 
have been made in our online edition.

ADMINISTRATION OF THE UKRAINIAN WEEKLY AND SVOBODA
(973) 292-9800, ext. 3040
fax: (973) 644-9510
e-mail: adukr@optonline.net
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e-mail: subscription@ukrweekly.com

Walter Honcharyk, administrator
and advertising manager 

Subscription Department

Poland has been one of Ukraine’s most 
vocal and active supporters within the 
European Union, pushing hard for the bloc 
to impose sanctions against Russia for its 
interference in Ukraine and generally keep-
ing the perceived threat from Moscow on 
the bloc’s agenda.

InformNapalm describes itself as a 
group of volunteer cyberwarriors that 
monitors open-source information and 
uses hacking tactics to “show the true face 
of the Kremlin’s fascism and activities of its 
followers.” 

Extensive contacts

The hacked documents show Mr. 
Usovsky’s extensive contacts with the 
right-wing Kukiz’15 political movement, 
which has the third-largest faction in 
Poland’s legislature, the Sejm; the rightist 
KORWiN party; and the nationalist Great 
Poland Camp (Oboz Wielkiej Polski, or 
OWP).

He also maintains contact with Polish 
politician Mateusz Piskorski, founder of the 
pro-Russian Change (Zmiana) party. Mr. 
Piskorski made headlines in 2015 when he 
invited representatives of the Russia-
backed separatist movements in eastern 
Ukraine to address the Change founding 
congress.

Mr. Piskorski is a founder of the pro-
Kremlin European Center of Geopolitical 
Analysis (ECGA), which among other things 
organized a group of “international observ-
ers” to monitor the illegal March 2014 “ref-
erendum” in Crimea that has been repeat-
edly cited by Moscow as justification for its 
annexation of the Black Sea peninsula. 
Poland’s security service believes Change is 
a Moscow-inspired project. 

Mr. Pisorski has long-standing ties to 
Russian thinker Aleksandr Dugin, a right-
wing organizer who advocates a Russian-
dominated cultural space extending from 
Central Europe to the Far East and has 
spent decades cultivating ties with like-
minded activists across the region. 

According to e-mails from the fall of 
2014, Mr. Usovsky funneled 100,000 euros 
($106,000 U.S.) to activists from Great 
Poland Camp and other groups to organize 
rallies in Eastern Europe to denounce the 
Ukrainian government and support the 
Russia-backed separatists. One of the activ-
ists involved in that project reported back 
to Mr. Usovsky that “the bulk of the funds 
were spent on organizing rallies against 
[Ukrainian President Petro] Poroshenko 
and the Ukrainian army, for Novorossiya 
and the Russian World; some of the money 
also went to fight against the monuments 
to the UPA [the Ukrainian Insurgent Army, 
a paramilitary group that fought against 
both Nazi Germany and the Soviet Union 
during World War II] troops in Poland.”

On the Russian side, Mr. Usovsky was 
reporting on his activities and appealing 
for funding from Ukrainian oligarch 
Konstantin Malofeyev – known for his 
financial support for pro-Russian and pro-
Orthodox projects in Ukraine, the Balkans 
and elsewhere – and Russian State Duma 
Deputy Konstantin Zatulin. 

Russian imperialist

Mr. Zatulin is a self-proclaimed Russian 
imperialist who has supported pro-Russian 
movements in many countries of the for-
mer Soviet Union and the former Soviet 
bloc. He is the director of the Institute of 

(Continued on page 14)
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Kremlin’s hopes for a ‘post-West’ world order recede
by Pavel Felgenhauer
Eurasia Daily Monitor

Just a couple of months ago, things 
looked to be going thoroughly President 
Vladimir Putin’s way. The 2016 elections in 
the United States gave the presidency to 
Donald Trump – a flamboyant real estate 
mogul and reality TV star, a nationalist and 
an isolationist. Throughout his campaign, 
Mr. Trump promised to strike a deal with 
Mr. Putin, repeatedly called the North 
Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) “obso-
lete,” and appeared ready to weaken long-
term U.S. strategic alliances that have con-
strained Russia since the late 1940s. 

And last December, in the run up to his 
inauguration, top members of Mr. Trump’s 
team evidently contacted the Russian 
ambassador to Washington, Sergei Kislyak. 
The two sides seem to have discussed 
improving relations and possible sanctions 
relief. A possible grand deal appeared with-
in reach, which would grant Moscow domi-
nance over Ukraine and the rest of the post-
Soviet space and provide Russia a reprieve 
from economically damaging sanctions. A 
new world order looked to be emerging, 
described by Foreign Affairs Minister 
Sergei Lavrov as “post-West” at the recent 
Munich Security Conference (February 
17-19). Meanwhile the present “post–Cold 
War order,” which Moscow despises and 
rejects, seemed on the verge of collapse 
(Kommersant, February 20).

The price of oil (Russia’s main money-
making commodity) has risen after the 
Organization of the Petroleum Exporting 
Countries (OPEC) and Russia announced a 
deal in December 2016 to cut production 
(Kommersant, December 12, 2016). In 
Europe, Mr. Putin seemed headed for anoth-
er lucky strike to add to the Trump victory: 
The decisive French presidential election 
runoff, scheduled for May 7, could be a con-
test between two pro-Russian politicians – 

the far rightwing Marine Le Pen and main-
stream conservative former prime minister 
Francois Fillon. Both had announced their 
opposition to the sanctions regime, imposed 
on Moscow for annexing Crimea in 2014 
and for its involvement in fighting in the 
eastern Ukrainian Donbas region. Ms. Le Pen 
also promised, if victorious, to pull France 
out of NATO, the European Union and the 
euro zone (TASS, February 4).

The breakdown of the European Union, 
the euro and possibly the North Atlantic 
alliance could seem to offer a shortcut to 
the “post-West” world order announced by 
Mr. Lavrov. But on the other hand, an 
uncontrollable European collapse could 
harm Russia. The EU is Russia’s main trad-
ing partner and a large part of Russia’s cur-
rency reserves is denominated in euros. 

According to pro-Kremlin pundit Alexei 
Mukhin, the general director of the Center 
of Political Information, in Moscow, Ms. Le 
Pen is “a demon creating chaos in French 
and European politics.” At a roundtable last 
week hosted by the news agency RT (for-
merly Russia Today) – the center of 
Moscow’s information warfare operations 
– Mr. Mukhin announced: “We must avoid 
supporting Le Pen despite her popularity in 
Moscow.” He added that incidents between 
Russian and Western (NATO) militaries are 
“possible as never before,” and a situation 
of total chaos in Europe caused by a Le Pen 
victory “could lead to conflict escalation” 
(RIA Novosti, March 6).

Moscow would most likely favor a stable 
and predictable pro-Russian French presi-
dent like Mr. Fillon. But Mr. Fillon has 
become engulfed in an alleged corruption 
scandal, is lagging in the polls and could fail 
to make it into the May 7 runoff. Instead of 
Mr. Fillon, the most probable candidate to 
face Ms. Le Pen in the presidential runoff 
now seems to be independent political 
newcomer and former investment banker 
Emmanuel Macron, 39, who is no friend of 

Moscow. Mr. Macron and his campaign have 
accused RT and its Sputnik talk radio sup-
plement of spreading “fake news” to under-
mine his candidacy as well as of waging 
information warfare. 

Russian state TV Channel One has ridi-
culed Mr. Macron as a liar and a stooge of 
the U.S. Democratic Party establishment 
and former President Barack Obama, who 
despite retirement is routinely portrayed 
by Russian propaganda as the heart and 
soul of collective global evil. Russian state 
propaganda is actively defending Ms. Le 
Pen and Mr. Fillon as victims of a witch 
hunt, supposedly prosecuted by the French 
press and the globalized establishment for 
defending true French national interests 
(1tv.ru, March 5).

Next September, Germany will hold gen-
eral elections, which could possibly oust 
Chancellor Angela Merkel, seen in Moscow 
as Mr. Putin’s prime European opponent. 
Her popularity has suffered as a result of 
the continent’s ongoing refugee crisis. If Ms. 
Merkel were ultimately replaced by a pro-
Russian German politician, and if Ms. Le 
Pen or Mr. Fillon were to come to power in 
France – the thoughts went a couple 
months ago – Mr. Putin could count on 
friendly leaders in Washington, Paris and 
Berlin, as well as Beijing, Ankara, Tehran, 
Cairo, Baghdad, Damascus, Delhi, Hanoi 
and others. Attempts to isolate and punish 
Mr. Putin for Crimea and the Donbas would 
have been decisively and irrevocably refut-
ed. Russian soft power and “hybrid” infor-
mation warfare capabilities would have hit 
the West in its center of gravity. 

But alas, Mr. Putin’s luck seems to have 
run out: Mr. Trump got cold feet, the French 
elections are going wrong, and indepen-
dent U.S. shale oil companies have respond-
ed to the OPEC-Russia production freeze by 
expanding extraction. Crude prices have 
stagnated and may again begin to slip. The 
OPEC-Russia agreement may collapse, 

undermining the financial stability of the 
Putin regime (Kommersant, March 9).

The Trump administration is now seen 
in Moscow as a disappointment: team 
Trump succeeded in spreading early havoc 
internally and internationally, but failed to 
move decisively to dismantle sanctions or 
broker a grand deal with the Kremlin. 
Prime Minister Dmitry Medvedev 
announced that the country should brace 
itself for continued sanctions into “the fore-
seeable future” (Interfax, February 28). 

The Moscow press has not fully written 
off Mr. Trump as a possible friend of Mr. 
Putin’s Russia. But it has been telling the 
population, “Trump is the victim of a 
relentless counterattack by the Democratic 
establishment and the mainstream media, 
which are whipping up anti-Russian hyste-
ria.” Mr. Trump has been forced into retreat 
by his foes, and if he continues to demon-
strate weakness, his presidency is doomed 
(Moskovsky Komsomolets, March 7).

Of course, Moscow will continue to 
actively troll upcoming European elections 
in the hopes that Ms. Merkel may fall and 
Mr. Macron does not become president. 
Moscow also has not fully given up on Mr. 
Trump, but the reliance on soft power and 
information warfare has demonstrated 
their inherent limitations. Russian generals 
in charge of threat assessments and nation-
al strategic planning surely understand the 
importance of information and cyber war-
fare but see it as an auxiliary force that can, 
at best, supplement “hard” military power. 
As the possible detente with the West fal-
ters, the Defense Ministry will be pressing 
the Kremlin for more tanks, jets and mis-
siles – an outcome the Russian military will 
hardly see as disappointing.

The article above is reprinted from 
Eurasia Daily Monitor with permission from 
its publisher, the Jamestown Foundation, 
www.jamestown.org.

 NEWS ANALYSIS

At The Hague, Ukraine accuses Russia of terrorism, discrimination
by Halya Coynash

Kharkiv Human Rights Protection Group

On the first day of hearings into its case 
against Russia at the International Court of 
Justice, Ukraine presented a weight of argu-
ments and examples to back its accusations 
against Russia over its annexation of 
Crimea and gross violations of human 
rights under occupation, and over its 
financing of terrorism in the Donbas. While 
Russia denies all charges, Ukraine’s case is 
backed by documents from the United 
Nations, the Organization for Security and 
Cooperation in Europe, the Parliamentary 
Assembly of the Council of Europe, interna-
tional human rights organizations, as well 
as NATO satellite imagery. 

Russia is likely to argue that the court 
does not have jurisdiction, hoping that the 
ICJ will agree to this, as it did in 2011 over 
the war between Georgia and Russia. It is, of 
course, for the court to decide, but the situa-
tion this time seems quite different for a 
number of reasons. One of the key focuses 
in Ukraine’s suit is on the compelling evi-
dence of grave erosion of fundamental 
rights and liberties in Crimea under Russian 
occupation. It is no accident that human 
rights activists played a considerable part in 
compiling evidence for the court.

If the court does agree that there is a 
case to answer, examination of all the evi-

dence could take several years, and both 
the military conflict in Donbas, and the dis-
crimination and political persecution in 
Crimea are ongoing. For this reason, 
Ukraine’s lawyers on the first day of hear-
ings, March 6, stressed the need for specific 
provisional measures now to prevent still 
further irreparable damage.

In a 45-page document, Ukraine presents 
its reasons for accusing Russia of violating 
two U.N. conventions, namely the  
International Convention on the Elimination 
of All Forms of Racial Discrimination. 

Although the International Court of 
Justice has no instruments to enforce its 
judgements, the very fact of it finding 
against Russia would have enormous 
weight. ICJ is the official judicial organ of 
the United Nations, of which Russia has 
been a member since 1945. It cannot now 
turn around and say that it won’t accept its 
authority. This was precisely what Russian 
President Vladimir Putin tried to do with 
the International Criminal Court a day after 
its chief prosecutor published her prelimi-
nary conclusion that Russia’s annexation of 
Crimea constituted an international mili-
tary conflict between the Russian 
Federation and Ukraine. Mr. Putin’s  
instruction made headlines, but in fact had 
little legal meaning. 

Neither Russia nor Ukraine have yet rati-
fied the Rome Statute, which would make 

them members of the International 
Criminal Court, however Ukraine has 
accepted its full jurisdiction over the events 
in the Donbas and Crimea. Russia can petu-
lantly refuse to “play,” but this does not 
remove its accountability.

A judgement against Russia may not 
force the latter to stop its aggression and its 
rights violations, but it would be another 
strong argument against those politicians 
in other countries who have expressed will-
ingness to make deals with Russia involving 
at least Ukraine’s tacit acceptance of 
Russian rule in Crimea. Just the outline of 
repression and terror tactics in Crimea 
given on March 6 make it clear why that 
cannot be accepted. 

The arguments

Ukraine maintains that the Russian 
Federation’s interference in Ukraine’s affairs 
escalated massively in 2014. Since that time, 
“Russia’s military intervention and financ-
ing of acts of terrorism have violated the 
rights of millions of Ukrainian citizens, 
including, for all too many, their right to life.”

In eastern Ukraine, Russia is accused of 
systematically supplying militants of the so-
called Donetsk and Luhansk “people’s 
republics” with “heavy weaponry, money, 
personnel, training and other support.”

All of this has resulted in civilian, as well 
as military, casualties. Nor were the victims 

only Ukrainian. On July 17, 2014, Malaysia 
Airlines Flight 17 was downed over mili-
tant-controlled Donbas and 298 people 
were killed. The militants immediately con-
tacted Russian media, boasting of shooting 
down a Ukrainian military plane. Later that 
evening, Russian state-controlled media  
tried to remove the incriminating video 
footage. Russia has since denied any 
involvement. This was not the finding of an 
international team of experts.

Russia has not declared war against 
Ukraine, yet its military personnel are 
known to be deployed in Ukraine, as are 
very large contingents of mercenaries. 
Ukraine states that it has “made repeated 
requests to the Russian Federation, under 
the framework of the Terrorism Financing 
Convention, to halt all forms of support for 
terrorism, including the supply of weapons, 
money and other materials across its bor-
der; to stop the fund-raising efforts for 
Russian-backed illegal armed groups rout-
ed through Russian banks; and to help 
bring public and private individuals to jus-
tice for financing terrorism.”

Worth noting that, while Britain, Latvia, 
and now, seemingly, Spain are prosecuting 
their own citizens who have fought on the 
side of the Russian-backed militants, 
Russia’s only prosecution has been of a 

(Continued on page 18)
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gle one of our prisoners… Didn’t restrain 
Russia’s aggression, but stoked it more. 
They didn’t contribute to restoring 
Ukraine’s territorial integrity, but compli-
cated the task more.”

Humanitarian aid can still be transport-
ed, according to the measure, while the 
president said the cargo suspension will 
remain in force until the “occupiers return 
all stolen Ukrainian factories to Ukrainian 
jurisdiction.”

He also rejected a bill, which pro-blockade 
national deputies are pushing, that would 
recognize areas the government doesn’t con-
trol as occupied and designates the conflict 
as a war in which Russia is the aggressor. 

This would “legalize” losing part of 
Donbas and “propel several million 
Ukrainians to Russia,” Mr. Poroshenko said. 
Other consequences, he added, include 
destroying the Minsk peace accord to 
which Russia and Ukraine are co-signato-
ries and “bury[ing] international sanctions 
imposed on Russia inasmuch as they’re 
tied to Minsk.”

Therefore, the president said he’ll pro-
pose a law on “restoring the territorial 
integrity of our country.”

The National Security and Defense 
Council decision follows clashes this week 
between pro-blockade activists and law 
enforcement personnel. 

The break-up of one of three rail block-
ades near the frontline on March 13, during 
which the SBU arrested 43 activists, some 
of whom were armed, triggered the public 
outcry. Although they were released the fol-
lowing day, pro-blockade activists clashed 
with police in Kyiv and in Donetsk Oblast 
near Sloviansk and Kramatorsk on March 
14, when the nation was celebrating 
Volunteer Day. 

Many of the blockaders are former 
Donbas war veterans like independent law-

maker Volodymyr Parasiuk, and Semen 
Semenchenko of the Samopomich party 
who founded and initially led the volunteer 
Donbas Battalion when Moscow engi-
neered an armed uprising in the Donbas in 
April 2014. 

Ukraine has grown weary of three years 
of unprovoked war by Russia that has killed 
over 10,000 people and uprooted 1.7 mil-
lion people from their homes. This year 
alone, as of March 15, 51 Ukrainian service-
men have been killed. 

While activists tried storming an office 
in Kyiv belonging to billionaire Rinat 
Akhmetov, who owns coal mines and steel 
plants on both sides of the front line, and 
Alfa-Bank, a Moscow-based financial insti-
tution, Mr. Parasiuk clashed with police in 
the east on March 14.

Police arrested seven of the 60 activists 
with whom the national deputy was travel-
ing en route to a blockade in Donetsk 
Oblast .  They were detained near 
Kramatorsk after clashing with another 

(Continued from page 1)

Ukraine halts...

A photo posted on February 25 by Volodymyr Parasiuk is captioned “trade blockade 
expands” and identifies the venue as being on the road between Mariupol and 

Donetsk, near Novotroitsk.

Volodymyr Parasiuk/Facebook
National Deputy Volodymyr Parasiuk, 
one of the leaders of the trade blockade 

that began on January 25.

Volodymyr Parasiuk/Facebook

Kyiv imposes sanctions on five Russian banks 
RFE/RL

KYIV – Ukrainian President Petro 
Poroshenko has imposed sanctions on 
five banks with Russian capital function-
ing in Ukraine.

A statement on the presidential web-
site on March 16 said that Mr. Poroshenko 
signed a decree introducing sanctions on 
Sberbank, VS Bank, Prominvestbank, 
VTB Bank and BM Bank for a one-year 
period.

The proposal to introduce sanctions 
was made by the National Security and 
Defense Council on March 15.

The president’s decree ordered the 
Foreign Affairs Ministry to inform the 

European Union and the United States 
about the sanctions and ask them to 
introduce similar measures against the 
banks.

The sanctions come after several days 
of protests across Ukraine against 
Sberbank and other Russia banks, which 
began after Sberbank said it would com-
ply with Russian President Vladimir 
Putin’s February 18 decree ordering 
Russian authorities to recognize identity 
documents issued by separatists who 
hold parts of Ukraine’s Donetsk and 
Luhansk regions.

Sberbank on March 9 retracted its ear-
lier statement and said it would not rec-
ognize separatist-issued documents. 

group of police near Sloviansk. Mr. Parasiuk 
said on his Facebook page that police beat 
his sister and that his father was hospital-
ized. 

A criminal investigation is under way for 
either “threatening or using violence 
toward a law enforcement officer,” Donetsk 
Oblast police chief Vyacheslav Abroskin 
stated. 

He said that seven law enforcement per-
sonnel were injured during clashes. Both 
sides accuse each other of instigating the 
physical confrontation. Kramatorsk police 
also fired warning shots in the air with 
automatic rifles to stop Mr. Parasiuk’s 
motorcade of 13 vehicles from passing 
through a checkpoint. 

“I won’t allow the humiliation of 
Donetsk Oblast police who for three years 
are at the war front…,” the regional police 
chief said on Facebook. 

Prime Minister Volodymyr Groysman has 
warned that cutting off trade could cost state 
coffers $3.5 billion and up to 75,000 jobs. 

When news of the March 13 blockade 
break-up emerged, protesters in Kyiv, 
Kharkiv, Odesa, Dnipro, Lviv, Poltava, Ivano-
Frankivsk, Zaporizhia, Vinnytsia, Chernivtsi, 
Kryvyi Rih and Ternopil took to the streets, 
according to the Interfax news agency and 
the blockaders’ main Facebook page. 

Moscow-led proxies retaliate

A group of nationalists from the Azov 
Battalion and Pravyi Sektor arrived with 
bricks to wall off the entrance to the main 
branch of Russian state-owned Sberbank in 
Kyiv on March 13. That was in response to 
the bank’s statement five days earlier that 
said it would recognize identity documents 
issued to people living in the occupied 
Donbas. 

Although the Russian bank – one of the 
nation’s 10 biggest based on assets – 
rescinded its statement two days later, 
activists also damaged 26 Sberbank ATMs 
with foam sealant. In response, the bank 

limited individual daily cash withdrawals to 
30,000 hrv on March 15. 

Russia and its proxies in the Donbas 
have taken several retaliatory steps since 
the trade blockade started. Russian 
President Vladimir Putin issued a decree 
on February that recognizes the identity 
documents of people living in the non-gov-
ernment controlled part of eastern Ukraine. 

Moscow’s proxies then stated that the 
Russian ruble would be the currency used 
in the occupied Donbas. And this week, 
Ukrainian citizen Aleksandr Zakharchenko 
– the Kremlin-installed puppet of occupied 
Donetsk – said that the contact line estab-
lished by the Minsk peace accord would be 
the self-proclaimed separatist republic’s 
“state border.”

Additionally, the Moscow-backed prox-
ies threatened to take over some 45 enter-
prises, mostly coal mines and steel mills, 
belonging to Ukrainian companies, the 
majority of which belonging to Mr. 
Akhmetov – a Donetsk native and a one-
time staunch supporter of fugitive ex-Presi-
dent Viktor Yanukovych. 

The oligarch’s energy holding company, 
DTEK, stated in a March 15 news release 
that it doesn’t control any of its 11 enter-
prises in the occupied territories. About 
36,000 jobs at DTEK are now in peril, the 
holding company’s CEO,  Maksym 
Tymchenko, stated in the news release. 

Mr. Akhmetov’s Metinvest holding com-
pany of steel and mining enterprises said 
that same day that its assets too had been 
seized by “the so-called unrecognized 
Donetsk People’s Republic (the ‘DPR’) and 
Luhansk People’s Republic (the ‘LPR’).” 
Metinvest said it “will use all available 
national and international legal means to 
protect its rights.”

Mr. Akhmetov also no longer has control 
over two luxurious hotels in Donetsk and 
the Donbas Arena from which humanitari-
an aid had been distributed to non-govern-
ment controlled areas. 
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WASHINGTON – On March 9, the day of the 203rd anniversary of the birth of Taras 
Shevchenko, the Embassy of Ukraine together with the Ukrainian community (seen 
above) honored his memory by laying flowers near the monument of the Kobzar in 
Washington. Ukraine’s Ambassador to the U.S. Valeriy Chaly in his address to the 
participants said that a few years ago no one could imagine that in the 21st century we 
would be facing a war once again to defend the independence, freedom and territorial 
integrity of Ukraine. The advice that Shevchenko left for us such as dignity, freedom and 
love to our country, today help us in our current struggle, he noted. In the most difficult 
and tragic moments, we remember that “truth, will and God are on our side,” as writ-
ten by Ukraine’s greatest poet, the ambassador added. The president of the Ukrainian 
World Congress, Eugene Czolij, also addressed the audience. The highlight of the cer-
emony was the reading of Shevchenko’s poems by a Ukrainian boy from Delaware. 

– Embassy of Ukraine in the United States

WASHINGTON – The 203rd anniversary of the birth of Taras Shevchenko was cel-
ebrated by a group of Ukrainian Americans on a cold and windy Saturday, March 12, 
in front of the poet’s memorial in Washington. The commemorative program included 
remarks by the leaders of the two organizations sponsoring the event – United Help 
Ukraine and Razom – recitations and the singing of his poems, and concluded with 
the singing of the Ukrainian national anthem. As in previous years, the participants 
then crossed the street from the memorial to the Bier Baron Tavern for a commemo-
rative birthday cake and other refreshments. This was the second celebration of 
Shevchenko’s birthday at the monument last week. The first was on the poet’s actual 
birth date, March 9, which included the laying of flowers by Ukrainian Ambassador 
Valeriy Chaly and representatives of other Ukrainian American organizations.

– Yaro Bihun

Ukraine’s Embassy, Ukrainian community
pay homage to Taras Shevchenko

United Help Ukraine and Razom
honor bard of Ukrainian nation
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“Bitter Harvest” opened for a limited engagement in U.S. theaters in the United States 
and the United Kingdom on February 24, and in Canada on March 3. Unfortunately, the 
reviews of professional critics were not good. And yet, as often happens with movies, the 
story and its message resonated with those who went to see this important histori-
cal drama about a genocide that remains unknown to many around the globe. 

Writing in The Huffington Post, Diane M. Francis provided the historical context 
for the film – “Millions perished, newspapers lied, and leaders around the world 
ignored it all” – and noted: “The film’s love story, rapturous scenery and first-class 
score present an unforgettable human face to this genocide.”

In the National Review, George Weigel says the film “tries to bring a human texture 
and a certain comprehensibility to this almost incomprehensible tale of systematic, 
state-sponsored mass starvation, telling the story of the worst period of the 
Holodomor (when some 30,000 Ukrainians starved to death every day) through the 
lives of two young lovers… The film, while perhaps not great cinema, succeeds in per-
sonalizing the Holodomor and reminding us that this genocide happened, literally, one 
person at a time, as an elderly peasant, a child, or a wife and mother each died from 
state-induced malnutrition and starvation, wasting away to nothingness while Soviet 
thugs blocked the borders of Ukraine to prevent their escape and ruthlessly expropri-
ated (or destroyed) every possible foodstuff in order to bring Ukraine to heel.”

The film’s release also brought out some of the usual suspects, the Holodomor 
deniers like Grover Furr, whose article titled “The ‘Holodomor’ and the Film ‘Bitter 
Harvest’ are Fascist Lies” (don’t bother reading this stuff – it’s nothing new in the 
realm of anti-Ukrainianism) was published by The Greanville Post. The website 
described the author as “a brave English professor at Montclair State University who 
has almost single-handedly – and out [of] simple decency and sheer necessity due to 
the scarcity of true scholars in the field of counter-Western disinformation – pushed 
back against the mountain of lies disseminated by the West to smear the name of 
Stalin, the Soviet Union and the idea of communism itself.” (N.B.: The Greanville Post 
describes itself as “a counter disinformation site; an instrument created to resist 
imperialism in the infowar sphere…”)

Much more troubling was a review in The Washington Post by Michael O’Sullivan 
which read: “The Holodomor – an early 1930s famine in which millions of people in 
Ukraine, then part of the Soviet Union, are said to have died [our italics] when their 
foodstuffs were confiscated by the central Soviet government under Joseph Stalin – 
could have made for a tale of great, stirring tragedy on the silver screen. ‘Bitter 
Harvest,’ alas, is not that movie. …” The reviewer went on to say that “Whether the 
Holodomor resulted from a policy of systemic genocide, as is the official position of 
Ukraine and many other governments, or was a terrible situation that nevertheless 
fails to meet the definition of deliberate mass murder, as others have characterized 
it, is a matter for U.N. diplomats and historians to argue about.” And he then faulted 
filmmaker George Mendeluk for creating a scenario that “is not just unambiguous, 
but black and white.” 

The reaction from readers was swift and sure, and The Post was compelled to run 
this Editor’s Note: “This movie review originally used language that cast unwarrant-
ed skepticism on the facts of the Holodomor, the Soviet-era man-made famine that 
killed millions of Ukrainians in the 1930s. More than 3.5 million people died, accord-
ing to scholars, with some estimates as high as 10 million. At least 10 countries have 
declared the Holodomor an act of genocide. In 2016, the White House called it ‘one 
of the most horrific man-made tragedies in modern history.’ This version of the 
review has been updated.”

The New York Times review by Jeannette Catsoulis began with these flippant 
words: “Politics, romance, faith and famine are mashed into a single misshapen meat-
ball in ‘Bitter Harvest,’ which follows two Ukrainian lovebirds through a mass starva-
tion in the early 1930s known as the Holodomor.” It adds: “The topic is worthy, but the 
execution is painfully heavy-handed.” Finally, the writer explains the film’s R rating: 
“Priests are shot, loved ones are hanged and baked goods are defiled.” That snarky 
comment appears to be a final stab at the movie, but it is also a highly insensitive 
remark that belittles the enormous human tragedy of millions being willfully killed by 
Stalin and mocks the culture and traditions of a nation for whom bread is sacred. To 
defile it is sinful, and to do so at the time of an artificially created famine – immoral.

“The story of this genocide needed to be told,” Toronto-based financier Ian 
Ihnatowycz, who funded the $20 million film, told Ms. Francis, and he emphasized 
that it is relevant today in the face of Russian aggression against Ukraine. The writer 
agrees, observing that Ukraine is “history’s underdog, which is bloodied and bruised 
once again, but determined to wrest itself from Russia’s iron grip.”

The hope is that “Bitter Harvest” will eventually reach a huge audience around 
the world. Via its website, which includes a history section with information and 
links to materials about the Holodomor, it aims to help the public do some additional 
reading to learn more about one of the world’s worst genocides. Thus, “Bitter 
Harvest” serves as an invaluable steppingstone toward greater awareness.

The Ukrainian Weekly

Thirty years ago, on March 24, 1987, Drs. Harold Visotsky and 
Friedrich Weinberger, co-founders of the International 
Association on Political Use of Psychiatry, discussed the abuse of 
psychiatry with members of the Soviet delegation to the 
Conference on Security and Cooperation in Europe. The meeting 
in Vienna was a continuation of reviewing compliance with the 

1975 Helsinki Accords.
Dr. Visotsky, in a statement released at the meeting, said: “We call upon General 

Secretary Mikhail Gorbachev to end this abhorrent practice in the USSR and to have an 

March
24
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Turning the pages back...
Opinions in The Ukrainian Weekly

Opinions expressed by columnists,  
commentators and letter-writers are their own 

and do not necessarily reflect the opinions  
of either The Weekly editorial staff or its publisher,  

the Ukrainian National Association.

by Lubomyr Luciuk

I’ve heard it all before. It was fake news 
then and it’s still fake now. Allegations 
about supposed “Nazis in Canada” – the 
most recent regurgitation targeting our 
minister of foreign affairs, Chrystia 
Freeland – have been around for decades. 
Understandably, just after the war’s end, 
Jewish Canadians were alarmed at the 
prospect of “Ukrainian Nazis” escaping jus-
tice by posing as displaced persons. In 
response, the Liberal government initiated 
high-level inquiries ensuring no such vil-
lains resettled in our midst. 

Nevertheless, claims about “thousands 
of Nazi war criminals hiding in Canada” 
resurfaced in the early 1980s, resulting in a 
Progressive Conservative government 
establishing the Commission of Inquiry on 
War Criminals headed by the late Justice 
Jules Deschênes. Tellingly, its public report, 
released in the spring of 1987, rebuked 
those who had spread “increasingly large 
and grossly exaggerated” figures about 
“Nazi war criminals,” a campaign engi-
neered to provoke public disquiet. Back 
then an anonymous denunciation could get 
your name added to a suspects list – in one 
case a couple were investigated for having 
a German surname and two black dogs on 
their secluded property, “evidence” enough 
for self-styled “Nazi hunters” to pounce.

I helped draft the Ukrainian Canadian 
community’s response to this hysteria. We 
recommended anyone found in Canada and 
accused of being a war criminal, regardless 
of their ethnic, religious or racial origins, be 
brought to justice in a Canadian criminal 
court, knowing that the stringent rules of 
evidence followed in such a venue would 
ensure justice was done. That “made in 
Canada” position was eventually adopted 
by Ottawa. Not a single person was ever 
convicted of being a “Nazi” in a Canadian 
criminal court of law.

Unfortunately, no effort was made to 
investigate whether any Soviet war crimi-
nals managed to enter Canada pretending to 
be refugees. The Deschênes Commission’s 
report perhaps explains this partiality. Listed 
on page 857 is the name of a man who pub-
lished an English-language book in Montreal 
in 1981 admitting he served in the Judenrat 
under Nazi rule, later joined a Communist 
partisan group and was then an officer in the 
NKVD, the notoriously murderous Soviet 
secret police. With that record he was legally 
inadmissible to Canada. Yet he got in and 
even had the chutzpah to offer the commis-
sion his self-serving spin on history, although 
I doubt he ever gifted Justice Deschênes with 
a copy of his book. When a history of the 
commission is written, its peculiar bias will 
need to be addressed. 

Today Chrystia Freeland is being pillo-

ried for the unproven wartime misconduct 
of her grandfather, an editor at Krakivski 
Visti (Krakow News). Years ago another 
journalist who worked there told me his 
colleagues had no affinity for Nazi aims but 
did use their positions with the newspaper 
to sustain the clandestine work of the 
Ukrainian resistance. Of course, from the 
Kremlin’s point of view, Ukrainian national-
ism represented a threat, one they would 
expend considerable resources on eradicat-
ing, well into the 1950s. There followed a 
concerted Soviet defamation campaign, 
portraying Ukrainian nationalists as “war 
criminals,” “collaborators” and “agents of 
Western imperialism.” Moscow’s men still 
spout the same lines, a rather unimagina-
tive repetitiveness in their disinformation 
program. Perhaps they share Hitler’s view 
that if you keep repeating a lie people will 
eventually believe it.

What is shocking about this recent 
effort, however, is how the Russians have 
deployed a “blood libel” argument to 
undermine Ms Freeland. Certainly she 
made herself a target of their yellow jour-
nalism by taking a principled position sup-
porting Ukraine against Russian imperial-
ism. But who believes she should be judged 
because of the supposed sins of her grand-
father? Thankfully her political opponents, 
like Conservative foreign affairs critic Peter 
Kent, do not, recognizing Moscow’s muck-
racking for what it is. 

That said, let’s not forget that Vladimir 
Putin’s grandfather was Stalin’s loyal ser-
vant, his father was an NKVD man, and he 
not only carried on the family tradition as a 
KGB officer but did better than all the pre-
vious Putins, somehow becoming a billion-
aire on his secret policeman’s pension 
while securing the sinecure of president-in-
perpetuity of the so-called Russian 
Federation. Now there’s a family tree 
demanding scrutiny.

By way of full disclosure I acknowledge 
my paternal grandfather was a veteran of 
the Austro-Hungarian army during the 
Great War and then a POW in Siberia, 
returning to his village many years after the 
war’s end, a traumatized man. And my 
maternal grandfather, a forester and 
Ukrainian nationalist, joined the struggle 
for Ukraine’s independence against the 
Polish, Nazi and Soviet occupations before 
he was betrayed, imprisoned and mur-
dered by the Communists, his remains 
dumped into an unmarked grave. I never 
met either man but am proud of them both 
because I know they fought for Ukraine’s 
freedom, just as Ms. Freeland’s grandfather 
did in the circumstances he found himself 
in during the second world war.

So to my way of thinking, she has noth-
ing to be ashamed of and is exactly the right 
person to be Canada’s minister of foreign 
affairs as the Trudeau government rightful-
ly condemns Russia’s subversion of the 
peace of Europe, just as the Harper govern-
ment did before it.

Fake news and Chrystia Freeland

(Continued on page 13)

“Bitter Harvest”

Dr. Lubomyr Luciuk teaches political 
geography at the Royal Military College of 
Canada.
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by Adrian Bryttan

Unambiguous faith in God and love of 
country are invariably treated with skepti-
cal bemusement and even contempt in 
Hollywood, so some lukewarm response 
was not unexpected over “Bitter Harvest’s” 
straightforward narrative.

Even so, the mean-spirited, derisive tone 
of certain film critics was surprising, 
despite their collective breast-beating that 
the tragic Holodomor story deserves to be 
told. But if so, then why all their attempts to 
diminish or even controvert the 
Holodomor? 

A smokescreen of “artistic/technical 
shortcomings” was erected by some 
reviewers to conceal what they actually 
disliked about the film. Many voiced nostal-
gia for a kinder, gentler Stalin and “more 
subdued” Bolsheviks. Blu-Ray’s Brian 
Orndorf grumbled: “There are no sympa-
thetic Russian characters in ‘Bitter 
Harvest.’ ”

The Irish Times derided “cutting from 
starvation in Kiev [sic] to shots of Stalin 
swilling red wine” as “preposterousness.” 
(Preposterous, perhaps, to a mindset where 
there is no such thing as Evil – only nuanced 
root causes, waiting to be contextualized.)

Moral posturing that the Holodomor 
deserves a more “reasonable” treatment 
rings hollow when Rotten Tomatoes “top 
critic” Ignatiy Vishnevetsky (A.V. Club) also 
mourns the portrayal of Kremlin thugs as 
“wormy” and that Stalin “bellowed” – 
because in reality, “he had a very pleasant 
tenor singing voice.”

Next to Stalin, critics voted the kommis-
sar most deserving of a make-over.

The Village Voice petulantly posted: 
“The Soviet kommissar is so cartoonishly 
evil he only lacks a handlebar mustache to 
twirl: He shoots priests, loots the church, 
hangs Yuri’s father,… forces the villagers off 
their land and runs down Natalka’s mother 
on horseback, splashing her freshly baked 
bread with blood. All that’s lacking is a vil-
lager standing over her fallen corpse, mur-
muring, “Truly, this is a bitter harvest.”

Significantly, not one of the reviewers 
deprecating “priests being shot” pointed 
out that the kommissar killed the priest 
only upon hearing “Hell is the inability to 
love” – an important clue to his anguished 
character. But how jaundiced to relegate 
these historical horrors to “cartoonishly 
evil.” Much, much worse actually hap-
pened. Or don’t Ukrainians merit empathy?

Perhaps some critics do indeed believe 
the Holodomor “deserves to be told” – but 
only when filtered through their ideologi-
cal prisms. Evidently, “Bitter Harvest” did 
not pass the muster of political correctness. 

Variety asserted “disagreement among 
historians,” lectured readers that “it’s far 
from clear that Stalin intended to starve 
the Ukrainians to death” and assessed the 
film to be “blatantly” fictionalized. San 
Francisco’s East Bay Express drifted fur-
ther afield, lamenting the absence of “the 
messy intricacies of Soviet-Ukrainian rela-
tions, such as Ukrainian collaboration with 
the Germans in World War II or the role of 
anti-Soviet partisans.” (Why not then 
include the “messy intricacies” of Soviet-
German pilot and tank schools in Kazan 
and the joint war gas and poison plants at 
Tomka in Samara Oblast?) 

The Detroit News reviewer rejected the 
“horrors” portrayed: “Dead bodies litter 
the streets of Kiev, snarling Soviets smile 
condescendingly as children starve.” Except 
there were no “snarling Soviets smiling 

condescendingly.” The critic made it up. 
And the relatively few shots of dead bodies 
had far more restraint than those in 
“Schindler’s List,” “The Pianist” and other 
Holocaust films.

The Washington Post dismissed the her-
oine’s descent to prostitution, intending to 
save her family, as “melodramatic mush.” 
Other critics mocked “the arrival of jack-
booted, priest-killing Communists.” Yet no 
one blanched at the harrowing scene in 
“Schindler’s List” where Nazis inspect naked 
Jews like horses. Why are only some fact-
based scenarios deemed “melodramatic?”

The Austin Chronicle ridiculed the hyp-
notic Kupalo ritual: “Clearly things are not 
going to end well.” Hollywood Reporter 
sniggered: “a Cossack haircut is unflatter-
ing on anyone.” Ultimately, The New York 
Times mocking a film about genocidal fam-
ine as a “misshapen meatball” was much 
more than a snide swipe at “Bitter Harvest” 
– it harbored a profound disrespect for a 
cataclysmic human tragedy.

Wherefore such insensitivity and nasti-
ness? Judging by the reception of other his-
torical epics, there seems to be a double 
standard.

Critics fawned over the 1982 film 
“Gandhi” (the Indian government’s paid 
political advertisement). But how many 
reviewers criticized that screenplay 
because it did not include Gandhi’s open 
letter to the British people urging them to 
welcome Nazi invaders? Or Gandhi’s refus-
al to let his wife get a shot of penicillin, let-
ting her die – while he himself cheerfully 
accepted quinine for his malaria and 
allowed British doctors to perform on him 
the Western outrage of an appendectomy?

In 1981, critics also rushed to praise 
Warren Beatty’s “Reds” (94 percent on 
Rotten Tomatoes) where Soviet enthusiast 
John Reed (Beatty) is ever so tactfully por-
trayed as becoming faintly disillusioned 
with Communism. The final voice-over: 
“Grand things are ahead – worth living and 
worth dying for.” No mention of the coming 
83 million deaths due to Bolshevism.

So if Mr. Beatty’s “Reds” are judged by 
such laudable intentions alone, how dare 
“Bitter Harvest” now portray a “one dimen-
sional” Stalin clearly aiming to destroy a 
whole nation? Walter Duranty’s omelette is 
still on the menu. One must always remain 
“nuanced,” as today’s critics tirelessly 
remind us.

The Hollywood/reviewer elite consider 
themselves the conscience and cultural van-
guard of our nation. Today, their Narrative 
is globalism and open borders, while 
nationalism is maligned as extremism.

Enter “Bitter Harvest,” extolling pride 
and love of one’s country, and critics have a 
predictable meltdown. But they shroud it 
with supposedly artistic caveats, protesting 
that “Bitter Harvest” is “cornball, swoopy, 
schmaltzy” and “extreme” – the barbarians 
are too clear-cut! (Would a more “authen-
tic” Stalin conflicted with, um, daddy issues 
be more acceptable perhaps?)

Several reviews disparaged the “patriot-
ic vanity” of the diaspora in making this 
film. If the speech by Mykola (Skrynyk) in 
the movie about “Ukraine taking her right-
ful place among the great nations of 
Europe” might have also rankled these crit-
ics, we’ll never know.

“Bitter Harvest” flies against today’s glo-
balism and moral ambiguities, and exposes 
myths about the Soviets that have been 
preached by academia, media and critical 
elites for decades.

No wonder certain critics are bitter.

REACTION: Why certain critics
are bitter over “Bitter Harvest”

At the end of February, Columbia 
University marked the centennial of the rev-
olution that toppled the Russian Empire 
three years into the first world war with a 
conference, “Ukrainian Statehood 1917-
1921: Institutions and Individuals.” (I was 
gratified to have been invited to participate.)

In popular perception, and indeed 
among many (if not most) historians, what 
happened in 1917 was the “Russian 
Revolution.” In actuality, the upheaval con-
sisted of a dozen separate revolutions 
where Poles, Lithuanians, Georgians, 
Estonians, Ukrainians and other peoples – 
having endured centuries of misrule and 
then three years of horrific slaughter at the 
front and privation and hunger at home – 
rose up to cast off tsarist rule and claim 
their right to national self-determination. 

When the war began in August 1914, 
Ukrainians (as well as Poles and others) 
were partitioned between the Austro-
Hungarian and Russian empires, placing 
them into a tragic position with young 
compatriots killing each other for a cause 
they did not support let alone understand. 
Almost immediately upon the outbreak of 
what soon became “the Great War,” and 
subsequently World War I, Ukrainian lead-
ers saw the conflict as their opportunity for 
independence and started working toward 
that end. A hundred years have passed 
since then and yet we hear echoes from 
that time, see the shadows, feel the ripples 
of war-torn Europe lapping at our feet. 

The two-day conference was organized 
by Mark Andryczyk, who teaches Ukrainian 
literature and serves as administrator of 
the Ukrainian Studies Program at 
Columbia’s Harriman Institute. In his intro-
ductory remarks, he noted that this was 
the first event of what will no doubt be 
many to commemorate and study the revo-
lution that began in March 1917 and ended 
with the Bolshevik triumph in 1921. 
Rather than focusing on more familiar his-
torical figures like Mykhailo Hrushevsky, 
Symon Petliura and Mykola Khvylovyi, 
whose contributions will surely be studied, 
honored and re-evaluated in the next sev-
eral commemorative years, Dr. Andryczyk 
set up panels focusing on political, academ-
ic and religious topics, looking at lesser 
known but nonetheless important figures 
and institutions. 

Allow me to list the conference agenda: 
novelist and political leader Volodymyr 
Vynnychenko; artist Heorhii Narbut; 
Orientalist and co-founder of the Ukrainian 
Academy of Sciences Ahatanhel Krymsky; 
composer and choral director Kyrylo 
Stetsenko; literary scholar and political 
leader Serhii Iefremov; national library 
organizer Yuri Mezhenko; historian Pavlo 
Khrystiuk; futurist poet Mykhail Semenko; 
the Ukrainian Autocephalous Orthodox 
Church; the Union for the Liberation of 
Ukraine; the National Library; the 
Ukrainian State Academy of Arts; the Kyiv 
Conservatory of Music. 

These names and institutions have dif-
fering levels of familiarity – several were 
new to me – but do consider this: these 
involved people whose formative years 
were largely in the Russian Empire. They 
forged careers under difficult circumstanc-

es – writing, painting, composing, attend-
ing meetings, performing music, conduct-
ing religious services – consciously work-
ing, virtually every day, towards a new 
civic, cultural and political entity that had 
hitherto not existed: Ukraine. 

The overall message of the Columbia 
conference: Ukraine’s revolution depended 
on the courageous work of dedicated, and 
for the most part young, activists. You might 
conclude that their life’s work ended in fail-
ure, as many of them succumbed to an exe-
cutioner’s bullet or died in the GULAG dur-
ing Stalin’s terror a decade later. Some sur-
vived by fleeing Bolshevik rule to Polish-
occupied western Ukraine, Czechoslovakia 
or Austria, and eventually even farther west 
to the United States and Canada. And yet, 
what is significant is how institutions estab-
lished during the national revolution 
endured throughout the decade of 
Ukraine’s 1920s “Renaissance,” the ghastly 
executions of the 1930s, World War II, on 
into the 1950s to the 1980s, when creative 
lives were wasted in service of Orwellian 
conformity. Today, those same institutions 
are serving independent Ukraine. 

As a historian myself, I was gratified to 
hear the presentations of scholars like 
Mark von Hagen (Arizona State 
University), Marko Stech (University of 
Toronto), Myroslava Mudrak (Ohio State 
University), Zenon Wasyliw (Ithaca 
College), Oleh Ilnytzkyj (University of 
Alberta) and others. (I apologize for not 
listing all. The presentations will be posted 
at www.harriman.columbia.edu.)

A highlight of the conference and a per-
sonal delight, as well as an example of the 
great work being done by scholars, artists 
and activists today, was the Ukrainian Art 
Song Concert at the Ukrainian Institute of 
America. Earlier, Melanie Turgeon, associ-
ate professor of King’s University in 
Edmonton, Alberta, gave a presentation 
“Broken Harp Strings: The Art Songs of 
Kyrylo Stetsenko and the Ukrainian Art 
Song Project.” She put Stetsenko’s work 
into the context of what had come before 
(Mykola Lysenko) and what came after-
ward (Borys Liatoshynsky). Dr. Turgeon 
described the ground-breaking project led 
by celebrated British opera singer Pavlo 
Hunka to assemble and record more than 
1,000 songs from 26 composers. 

The concert that evening featured pro-
fessional opera singers Andrea Ludwig 
(mezzo-soprano), Monica Whicher (sopra-
no) and pianist Albert Krywolt, presenting 
poetry by Taras Shevchenko, Oleksander 
Oles, Lesia Ukrainka and others rendered 
into music by Stetsenko, Lysenko and oth-
ers – perfect for the intimate setting the 
Ukrainian Institute provides. None of the 
performers, by the way, are of Ukrainian 
heritage. 

Ukraine today is independent and free – 
and beleaguered. Russia is attacking as it 
has for centuries. And yet, as the Columbia 
University conference demonstrates, the 
country is no longer submerged or 
ignored. The day after the conference, my 
wife and I went to Times Square to see 
“Bitter Harvest.” This is a historical first – a 
professionally made film about the 
Holodomor, bringing one of history’s most 
horrific crimes to a wider audience. News 
of this atrocity was suppressed while it was 

Conference on Ukrainian statehood 1917-1921

 PERSPECTIVES
  by Andrew Fedynsky

Andrew Fedynsky’s e-mail address is 
afedynsky@gmail.com (Continued on page 13)
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CONCERT NOTES: Soroka soars with Stankovych
by Laryssa Lapychak Courtney

WASHINGTON – On March 12 The 
Washington Group Cultural Fund (twgcf.
org) presented violinist Solomia Soroka, 
accompanied by her husband, pianist 
Arthur Greene, in the third concert of its 
Sunday afternoon 2016-2017 Music Series 
at the Lyceum in Alexandria, Va., just across 
the river from Washington.

Cultural Fund Director Christine Lucyk 
warmly welcomed the audience and intro-
duced the Ukrainian avant-garde composer 
Yevhen Stankovych, whose work was being 
featured in the concert. She stated that the 
Washington audience was honored to be 
included in the tour. 

Ms. Lucyk also welcomed the Ukrainian 
ambassador’s wife, Ludmila Mazuka, and 
the cultural attaché, Olha Ivanova, who 
were in attendance. In her introduction, Ms. 
Lucyk recalled one of Ms. Soroka’s previous 
concerts in Washington, also sponsored by 
the Cultural Fund, which was highly praised 
in The Washington Post by a legendary 
music critic, the late Joseph McLellan.

Ms. Soroka appeared on stage dressed in 
an elegant ensemble which included a 
beautiful embroidered blouse (vyshyvanka) 
sewn with gold thread by her grandmother. 
Ms. Soroka, who is a professor of violin at 
Goshen College in Indiana and also has a 
strong interest in Maestro Stankovych’s 
work, much of which is steeped in elements 

of Ukrainian culture, provided interesting 
commentary regarding the imagery evoked 
by his music.

The program began with a piece called 
“Ukrainian Poem” that the composer wrote 
in 1997 for his son, who was studying violin 
in Canada. It began with a flowing melodic 
line, conjuring images of the beautiful pasto-
ral Ukrainian countryside, and then abrupt-
ly shifted to turbulent atonal phrases evok-
ing Ukraine’s tragic history. The final mea-
sures bespoke the hope for a peaceful and 
prosperous post-independence Ukraine.

“The Triptych, At the Mountain Plateau,” 
was written in 1972 and included “Lullaby,” 
“Wedding” and “Improvisation.” In 
“Lullaby,” one could imagine a mother sing-
ing to her baby and trying to ward off evil 
and supernatural forces that emerged as 
noises in the night. In “Wedding,” one could 
almost see the revelers singing, drinking 
and dancing (or stumbling about) which 
the composer achieved with changing 
meters. “Improvisation” was the most com-
plicated and modernist piece of the trip-
tych, utilizing polyphonic elements. The 
piano and violin were never seemingly 
together, although in reality they were.

In “Angel’s Touch,” written in 2013, 
Stankovych’s angel has a strong will and is 
very persuasive. Ms. Soroka’s beautiful tone 
was evident throughout the long melodic 
lines, as the angel attempted, sometimes gen-
tly and sometimes not so gently, to make its 

case and turn the world into a better place.
“Romance” demonstrated the compos-

er’s style of the piano creating an impres-
sionistic canvas upon which the violin’s 
dreamy lyrical passages unfolded. “Poem: A 
Dedication” (dedicated by the composer to 
humanity) was commissioned by the 
Benjamin Britten International Violin 
Competition in London as a piece to be per-
formed by all the contestants in the compe-
tition in 2008. Once again, beautiful melod-
ic lines were interspersed with turbulent 
atonal passages. 

“Morning Music” described the everyday 
reality of waking up to make coffee, eat 
breakfast and get organized for the day. 
Here Ms. Soroka’s long sonorous lines 
intertwined with Mr. Greene’s very sensi-
tive playing, which created an impression-
istic canvas of morning dew, a gentle breeze 
and the sun rising.

The final piece, “Maydan Fresco,” written 
in 2014 requires no explanation. One could 
hear the bullets, the screams and the ensu-
ing chaos. The strident atonal chords played 
by the violinist and echoed by the pianist 
with equal strength emphasized the gravity 
and the tragedy of the situation. This was 
followed by great sadness; the sobering 
realization of what had transpired, the con-
sequences and the losses. The piece ended 
with harmonics on the violin, the first five 

notes of the Ukrainian national anthem.
Ms. Soroka’s surprisingly strong and con-

trolled bow arm produced warm and rich 
tones in long melodic passages just as effec-
tively as it produced harsh chords in stri-
dent passages. Her performance with Mr. 
Greene reflected their close partnership and 
was evident in the dialogue between violin 
and piano throughout Maestro Stankovych’s 
works. Mr. Greene’s simultaneous use of 
both the left (soft pedal) and right pedal 
(damper pedal) very effectively altered the 
color of the piano’s sound in many of the 
composer’s works, for example, creating the 
noises of the night in “Lullaby” or the 
dreamy backdrop in “Romance.” 

Maestro Stankovych’s work is a testa-
ment to his humanism; to his deep love and 
concern for his countrymen and for 
humanity. The composer and musicians 
were rewarded with a standing ovation. A 
reception to meet and greet the artists fol-
lowed the recital.

Ms. Soroka records for Toccata Classics in 
London. “Yevhen Stankovych, Music for Violin 
and Piano” can be ordered through distribu-
tors around the world. For more information, 
contact info@toccataclassics.com.

The final concert of the Cultural Fund’s 
Music Series season will feature the 
acclaimed and legendary violinist Oleh Krysa 
at the Lyceum on Sunday, May 21, at 3 p.m.Violinist Solomia Soroka and pianist Arthur Greene.

At the Lyceum in Alexandria, Va., (from left) are: Arthur Greene, Solomia Soroka, 
Yevhen Stankovych, Ludmila Mazuka, Christine Lucyk and Olha Ivanova.

Yaro Bihun

Detroit area hosts a memorable meeting with composer Yevhen Stankovych
by Chrystia Fedynsky

WARREN, Mich. – Detroit-area music 
lovers were treated to an exceptional con-
cert of contemporary Ukrainian music by 
Yevhen Stankovych, as performed by violin-
ist Solomia Soroka and pianist Arthur 
Greene on Sunday, March 5, at St. Josaphat 
Parish Center in Warren, Mich.

Maestro Stankovych’s name has been 
known for decades among the ranks of 
Ukrainian composers. His works have been 
performed throughout Ukraine, the United 
States, Canada, Europe, China and the 
Philippines. His compositions have been 
featured at contemporary music festivals in 
Germany and Poland, and honored by 
UNESCO. 

The concert in Warren centered on the 
composer’s works for violin and piano as per-
formed by two very accomplished musicians. 

Ms. Soroka was born in Lviv, where she 
made her solo debut at age 10, playing with 
the Lviv Philharmonic Orchestra. She con-
tinued her music studies at the Kyiv 

Conservatory, attaining a master’s degree 
and pursuing post-graduate studies. She 
has performed at concerts and festivals in 
Ukraine, Canada, China, France, Germany, 
Italy, Australia, New Zealand and Taiwan. 
Since her American debut in 1997, she has 
performed throughout the U.S. Currently, 
she is professor of violin at Goshen College 
in Indiana. 

Her husband, Arthur Greene, began his 
studies at Yale and Juilliard, and now teach-
es at the University of Michigan, Ann Arbor. 
He has won many prizes for his solo piano 
performances and has played with the 
Philadelphia Orchestra, the San Francisco 
and Utah symphonies, the national sympho-
nies of Ukraine and the Czech Republic, and 
the Tokyo Symphony. He has played recitals 
at Carnegie Hall, the Kennedy Center, 
Rachmaninoff Hall in Moscow, the Sao Paolo 
Opera House in Lisbon, Bunka Kaikan in 
Tokyo, Hong Kong City Hall and numerous 
concert houses in Shanghai and Beijing. He 
has also served as an artistic ambassador 
for the United States Information Agency. 

The evening’s program was opened by 
Iryna Svytka, director of the Ukrainian 
Music Institute (UMI) of Detroit, who wel-
comed the audience and introduced our dis-
tinguished guest and the two performers 
and then turned over the microphone to Ms. 
Soroka, who took on the multiple task of 
commenting on each piece (in Ukrainian 
and in English) before performing it.

Works were chosen for this concert to 
reflect the composer’s life. Some are of a 
personal nature, such as “Morning Music” 
or “Romance.” Some are the composer’s 
take on Ukrainian traditions, history or 
contemporary events, such as “Ukrainian 
Poem,” “Triptych – Na Verkhovyni” or 
“Maidan Fresco.” The audience was thus 
treated to a very informative impromptu 
seminar on the contemporary music of 
Ukraine according to the vision of Maestro 
Stankovych. 

Ms. Soroka described for the audience 
the inspiration for each piece and took lis-
teners through the musical progression of 
varying tempo and tone to paint a picture 

of a given landscape or to describe a given 
event. In this context, it was easy to hear 
and understand what the composer was 
telling his listeners and easy to feel what he 
meant them to feel. This also explains why 
Maestro Stankovych has very often been 
chosen to write musical scores for contem-
porary Ukrainian films. 

The audience was kept fully engaged 
and even entertained by Ms. Soroka’s com-
mentary, which often referenced Ukrainian 
colloquialisms (which brought on light-
hearted laughter) while highlighting the 
musicality and lyricism over all, even in the 
more solemn tributes and remembrances 
of fallen friends or heroes of the Maidan. 

The conclusion of the concert had audi-
ence members on their feet, rewarding the 
composer and the performers with a stand-
ing ovation as three young UMI students pre-
sented each one with a lovely floral tribute. 
Ms. Svytka voiced thanks to all who came 
and additionally to the sponsors of the event.

(Continued on page 15)



No. 12THE UKRAINIAN WEEKLY      SUNDAY, MARCH 19, 201710



11THE UKRAINIAN WEEKLY      SUNDAY, MARCH 19, 2017No. 12

Svitolina achieves top-10 ranking
The start of a new tennis season and a coaching change 

could not derail Elina Svitolina’s momentum from last 
year’s success on the courts.

Svitolina’s ambition to build on her achievements in 
2016, when she became the first woman since 2010 to 
beat two top-ranked women in the same year, Serena 
Williams and Angelique Kerber of Germany, led her to 
spend Christmas away from home. She was seeded sixth at 
the Brisbane International tournament, the first competi-
tion of 2017 and a prelude to the Australian Open. 

She was the first to arrive in Brisbane – a full week 
before the tournament’s commencement – wanting to get 
in lots of practice. The strategy proved beneficial as 
Svitolina defeated Monica Puig of Puerto Rico, Shelby 
Rogers of the U.S.A. and No. 1 Kerber (again) in the semifi-
nal, before losing to Karolina Pliskova of the Czech 
Republic in the final.

Following her strong run in Brisbane, Svitolina made it 
to the third round in the Australian Open, outpointing 
Galina Voskoboeva of Kazakhstan 6-0, 6-2, and Julia 
Boserup of the U.S.A. 6-4, 6-1, prior to being upset by 
Anastasia Pavlyuchenkova of Russia 5-7, 6-4, 3-6. This 
proved to be a temporary setback and a serious motivator 
for the young Ukrainian tennis star.

Early February saw top-seeded Svitolina win her fifth 
career WTA title when she defeated unseeded Peng Shuai 
of China 6-3, 6-2 in the final of the Taiwan Open. A solid 
mental and physical approach meant an improved serve, 
return and baseline game. She found herself down a break 
early in both sets and had lost her only previous meeting 
with Peng three years ago. Svitolina bested Ons Jabeur of 
Tunisia in the quarterfinal and Mandy Minella of 
Luxembourg in the semifinal, while improving to 5-2 in 
career finals.

The winning continued some three weeks later when 
Svitolina won her second title of the season at the Dubai 

Tennis Championships, dominating Caroline Wozniacki of 
Denmark 6-4, 6-2 in a final that started two hours late due 
to rain, and earning her a slot in the top 10 women’s rank-
ings. She earned her final berth by knocking out top-seed-
ed Kerber (yet again) in a challenging semifinal 6-3, 7-6. 
The Dubai tournament is the most prestigious title of the 
six Svitolina has won, the previous five being lower-level 
WTA events. She left Dubai on a 12-match winning streak.

All this was achieved with Svitolina’s revamped coach-
ing team, now comprising Gabriel Urpi and Thierry Ascion, 
replacing Iain Hughes and Justine Henin. Henin came 
aboard in 2016, but is pregnant with her second child.

The 22-year old Ukrainian tennis star reached a career-
high ranking of No. 14 back in March 2016 and she ended 
the year in the top 15 for the first time in her young career. 
In November 2016 she announced she had decided to part 
ways with her coach of two and a half years, Hughes. The 

Edmonton Lions win 2017 Alexander Cup International Ukrainian Hockey Tournament

by Bohdan Rad

TORONTO – The second annual 
Alexander Cup International Ukrainian 
Hockey Tournament was held in Toronto, 
Ontario, Canada, on February 18-19. The 
tournament is hosted by the Ukrainian 
Sports Federation of U.S.A. and Canada 
(USCAK). Tournament participants includ-
ed five teams: Kontakt (Toronto) and the 
Toronto Kozaks, the Montreal Ukie Club 
from Quebec, the Edmonton U.A. Lions 
from Alberta and the New Jersey Kings 
from New Jersey, U.S.A.  

On Saturday, February 18, the tourna-
ment held five round robin games where 
teams picked MVPs from the opposing 
team.  MVP medals were awarded during 
the reception on Saturday evening at Baby 
Point Lounge, where festivities lasted into 
the wee hours of the morning.  MVP recipi-
ents were especially honoured as they felt 
their selection by competitors from peers 
of their opposition was the most presti-

gious form of recognition.
On Sunday morning, February 19, at 

10:30 a.m. the Toronto Kozaks and the New 
Jersey Kings fought for the right to move on 
to the semifinals.  New Jersey drew first 
blood, but Toronto rallied with six straight 
goals. New Jersey fought back in the third 
period with two more goals but had to settle 
for fifth place with a 6-3 loss to the Toronto 
Kozaks.  In the first semifinal, Edmonton 
Lions easily handled Montreal Ukie Club 
with a 5-1 win, advancing to the gold-medal 
final. In the second semifinal, Kontakt also 
easily handled Toronto Kozaks with a 6-2 
win, advancing to the final.

The bronze-medal game appeared to be 
a foregone conclusion as the tired Toronto 
Kozaks entered the rink to play a back-to-
back game after losing to Kontakt.  A fresh 
Montreal team scored first but Toronto 
responded to end the first period 1-1. In 
the second period, Montreal scored two 
unanswered goals entering the third period 
with a 3-1 lead. Midway through the third 

period, Toronto made it interesting, closing 
the gap with a goal making it 3-2.  With less 
than two minutes left in the third period, 
Toronto scored two goals to take a 4-3 lead, 
to the dismay of the Montreal team and 
stunning fans in the stands.  But Montreal 
was not done yet. 

With 24 seconds left in the third period, 
Jeff Debelle scored an unassisted goal to tie 
the game and forced an overtime period.  
The arena was silent as everyone tried to 
catch their breath and figure out what just 
happened during the last two minutes of 
play in the third period. At the 2:24 mark of 
the “sudden death” overtime, a scramble 
erupted in front of the Montreal net and 
Lucas Bender of Toronto scored the game-
winner. The Toronto Kozaks shocked every-
one earning the bronze (third place).

The gold-medal game had the makings of 
a Game 7 of a Stanley Cup Final.  Edmonton 
was laser-focused to taking the Alexander 
Cup back home with them to Alberta.  
Kontakt exhumed confidence after defeating 

Edmonton 5-0 in round-robin play the day 
before.  Both teams dominated the tourna-
ment during round-robin play and this game 
was “for all the marbles.”  

The fans were treated to some of the fin-
est amateur hockey at a junior “A” level.  The 
game was fast-paced and gritty.  No team 
was prepared to give an inch.  Just as the 
fans were treated to an exciting finish in the 
bronze-medal game, the gold-medal game 
proved to be just as exciting.  Kontakt 
attacked first, but laser-focused Edmonton 
came back to hold the lead.  With 1:03 left to 
play in the third period, Kontakt was down 
3-6. Within 24 seconds, Kontakt scored two 
unanswered goals making the score 6-5.  
With only 27 seconds left on the clock 
Kontakt pulled their goalie rallying six 
Kontakt attackers against Edmonton’s wall 
of defense.  Edmonton held off Kontakt’s 
relentless attack for the remaining 27 sec-
onds, which felt like a 27-hour battle to win 
the Alexander Cup 6-5.  

With the second Annual Alexander Cup 
in the books, all visiting teams have thrown 
in their hat to host the third annual tourna-
ment.  Edmonton has committed to send 
two teams to the next tournament and ice 
three teams should Edmonton get the nod 
to host the tournament.  With potential 
teams from Detroit, Chicago, Cleveland, 
Winnipeg and Calgary, the Alexander Cup 
has given rise to an exciting revival of 
Ukrainian Hockey in North America.

A special thanks goes to Myron Bytz, 
president of USCAK, for the foresight in ini-
tiating the Alexander Cup in 2016 as part of 
the Ukrainian Hockey Weekend at the 
Prudential Center.  This event included the 
NHL New Jersey Devils’ Ukrainian Heritage 
Day, showcasing Ukrainian culture and her-
itage before the New Jersey Devils took to 
the ice for a regular NHL season game 
against the Los Angeles Kings.

Most Valuable Players

Game 1
Montreal - Jeff Debelle # 6 D
New Jersey - Matt Betley # 1 G
Game 2
Kontakt - Mike Hladin # 14 D
Edmonton - Billy Feculak # 37 G
Game 3
Montreal - Andrew Wolczak G
Toronto - Tor Pedersen #7 F
Game 4
New Jersey - Andrew Denderis #19
Kontakt - Marko Borszcz # 12 F
Game 5
Edmonton - Orest Boyarchuk # 55 D
Toronto - Simon Artymowycz # 1 G

Third-place winners Toronto Kozaks receive their trophy.
Tournament organizer Myron Bytz, president of USCAK, presents the second-place 

trophy to Kontakt of Toronto.

The Edmonton Lions receive the championship trophy of the 2017 Alexander Cup.

(Continued on page 18)
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are now being fought in cities, close to 
industrial centers, with factories increasing-
ly becoming at risk of being hit: the conse-
quences for anyone living close-by would be 
severe,” said Baskut Tuncak, the U.N. special 
rapporteur on human rights and hazardous 
substances and wastes. Mr. Tuncak said that 
a storage building containing more than 
7,000 kilograms of chlorine gas was hit by 
shelling on February 24. No storage contain-
er was damaged in the shelling, Mr. Tuncak 
said. But he warned that if one single 
900-kilogram container had been broken, it 
could have killed everyone within a 200-
meter radius and could have resulted in 
severe health damage for those living as far 
as 2.4 kilometers around the damaged facili-
ty. “In case of extensive damage, people liv-
ing within 7.4 kilometers downwind of the 
facility would need to be moved away within 
24 hours,” the statement said. The U.N. state-
ment did not specify the location or the 
name of the chlorine storage facility. But in a 
statement on February 25, the monitoring 
mission for the Organization for Security 
and Cooperation in Europe (OSCE) reported 
having noticed damage caused by shelling at 
the Donetsk Water Filtration Station, in an 
area controlled by Russia-backed separat-
ists. The OSCE statement said a drone in the 
area had established the damage was 
caused by 82 mm mortar rounds, but did 
not say who had fired them. Most of 
Ukraine’s industrial facilities are located in 
the eastern part of the country, where fight-
ing between government forces and Russia-
backed separatists has killed more than 
9,750 people since April 2014. (RFE/RL)

Visa liberalization OK’d for Ukraine

BRUSSELS – A European Parliament com-
mittee has voted to scrap visa requirements 
for Ukraine in a further step to give 
Ukrainians easier access to European Union 

countries. The Committee on Civil Liberties, 
Justice and Home Affairs (LIBE) on March 9 
voted 39-4 in favor of the measure, with one 
abstention. The committee’s approval fol-
lows a March 1 agreement between the 
European Parliament and EU member states 
to allow access for up to 90 days during any 
180-day period to Ukrainians who have bio-
metric passports. A plenary session of the 
Parliament is expected to vote on the mea-
sure in Strasbourg next month, probably on 
April 5. The parliaments of the 28 member 
states will then have to individually approve 
the measure, most likely after the second 
round of the French presidential poll sched-
uled for May. Visa-free travel for Ukrainians 
could then enter into force in mid-June. 
(RFE/RL, with reporting by Rikard Jozwiak)

Court upholds Nasirov’s detention

KYIV – A municipal appeals court in Kyiv 
has upheld the two-month pretrial deten-
tion of Roman Nasirov, Ukraine’s suspended 
tax and customs service chief, on embezzle-
ment charges. The appeals court also ruled 
on March 13 that bail allowing Mr. Nasirov 
to be transferred to house arrest should not 
be changed from the $3.7 million figure set 
by a lower court in Kyiv. In a rare attempt to 
prosecute a high-level official in Ukraine 
over alleged corruption, Mr. Nasirov is being 
investigated on suspicion of defrauding the 
state of 2 billion hrv ($74 million U.S.). Mr. 
Nasirov was suspended from his post on 
March 3 and a district court in Kyiv on 
March 7 ordered him placed in pretrial 
detention for two months. Dozens of dem-
onstrators who wanted to ensure Mr. 
Nasirov does not escape trial rallied outside 
the appeals court building on March 13 as 
the hearing progressed. The protesters 
chanted “Nasirov belongs behind bars!” 
Ukraine’s National Anticorruption Bureau 
says Mr. Nasirov signed off on grace periods 
for a number of taxpayers, including compa-
nies linked to a former lawmaker who fled 
the country in 2016 while facing a corrup-

(Continued on page 13)
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UNA NEW JERSEY DISTRICT COMMITTEE
 

announces that its

ANNUAL DISTRICT COMMITTEE MEETING

will be held on 

Friday, April 7, 2017 at 10:30 A.M.

at the UNA HOME OFFICE 
200 Route 10, Parsippany, NJ 07054

Obligated to attend the meeting as voting members are District 
Committee O�  cers, Convention Delegates

and two delegates from the following Branches:

25, 27, 37, 42, 70, 76, 133, 134, 142, 155, 171, 234, 269, 287, 353, 372

All UNA members are welcome as guests at the meeting. 

MEETING WILL BE ATTENDED BY:
Members of UNA Executive Committee

DISTRICT COMMITTEE 
Oksana Stanko, New Jersey District Chairperson

PROFESSIONALS

TO PLACE YOUR AD CALL WALTER HONCHARYk (973) 292-9800 x3040
or e-mail adukr@optonline.net

SERVICES

HELP WANTED

Caregiver (P/T) for elderly woman 
in Mount Laurel, NJ. 

Weekend nights
856-904-4161

Jdimon43@aol.com

HELP WANTED

The UKRAINIAN MUSEUM in NEW YORK is seeking assistant director.
For further information please visit:

http://www.ukrainianmuseum.org/temp/job_asstdir.pdf

Ukrainian Sport Museum and Hall of Fame 
60 N Je� erson Rd., Whippany, NJ 07981

is open every Saturday and Sunday from 
12 noon to 6 pm. We can also do group showings 
by special appointments by calling 973-919-1322

The Annual Meeting of UNA Branch 277, St John Society 
will be held on Saturday, April 8, 2017, at 2:00 pm in the lower meeting 
room of the Ukrainian National Home of Hartford, 961 Wethersfield 

Avenue, Hartford, CT 06114-3137. All members are invited to attend. 
Myron Kolinsky, Branch President

“American officials have publicly said and 
even [German Chancellor] Angela Merkel 
has publicly said that there were efforts on 
the Russian side to destabilize democracies 
in the West, and I think it shouldn’t come as 
a surprise if these same efforts are used 
against Canada.”

That prompted Mr. Ling to publicly 
acknowledge in his own story about receiv-
ing “the same allegations” that appeared in 
Mr. Helmer’s and Ms. Tsukanova’s pieces. 
“The Russian source suggested that 
Freeland should be questioned on her 
grandfather’s work during the war,” Mr. 
Ling wrote on VICE News Canada’s website. 
“The Russian Embassy declined to speak on 
the record for this story.” 

The Ukrainian Weekly contacted the 
Russian Embassy for comment on whether 
it had reached out to Canadian media 
regarding information about Ms. Freeland’s 
grandfather. In an e-mail, Kirill Kalinin, 
press secretary to the Embassy of the 
Russian Federation in Canada, wrote: “We 
do not comment on our private contacts 
with representatives of the media.”

He also sent an answer given to 
Washington Post reporter Alan Freeman, 
who wrote about the allegations regarding 
Mr. Chomiak, who died in 1984. “We cannot 
deny or confirm news stories,” Mr. Kalinin 
wrote. “Our principled position as a coun-
try that sacrificed so many lives to crush 
the Nazi war machine is well-known: 
Nazism and its hateful ideology, Nazi col-
laborators and followers should be 
unequivocally condemned. This is to be 
spoken out openly and unambiguously.”

Ms. Freeland was unavailable for an inter-
view, and her press secretary, Alex Lawrence, 
declined to speak on the record. But he told 
The Globe’s Mr. Fife that, “people should be 
questioning where this information comes 
from, and the motivations behind it.”

Mr. Ling believes he has the answer. 
“Canada appoints a foreign affairs minis-

ter who allies quite closely with the 
Ukrainian government and with soft 
Ukrainian nationalism that takes a dim 
view of Russian expansion in the Donbas 

and Crimea – so it’s no coincidence that all 
of a sudden these stories are cropping up 
about her,” he told The Ukrainian Weekly. 
“It’s clear what the motivators are about 
the story the Russians are putting out 
about her. They’re trying to discredit her 
and undercut her office.”

Journalist Terry Glavin made a similar 
assertion in a commentary that ran in the 
National Post and the Ottawa Citizen.

“The whole point” about stories on Ms. 
Freeland’s grandfather “was to make [her] 
look dirty, and it had to fall to Freeland, her-
self a former Moscow correspondent for the 
Financial Times, a Ukrainian-Canadian 
whose personal credibility was suddenly on 
the line, to try to warn us all that this is the 
sort of thing we should come to expect,” he 
wrote, citing the “Freeland knew her grandfa-
ther was editor of Nazi newspaper” headline 
from one of Mr. Fife’s recent Globe stories, 
which Mr. Glavin said, “inadvertently and 
unintentionally prove[s] Freeland’s point.”

Minister Freeland reviewed a scholarly 
article her uncle, John-Paul Himka, profes-
sor emeritus in the University of Alberta’s 
Department of History and Classics, wrote, 
titled “Krakivski Visti and the Jews, 1943: A 
Contribution to the History of Ukrainian-
Jewish Relations during the Second World 
War,” which appeared in the Journal of 
Ukrainian Studies in 1996. In it, Prof. 
Himka details the anti-Semitic articles the 
newspaper’s editors were forced to publish 
under the Nazi occupation, but how they 
also “issued false papers for members of 
the underground.”

In an e-mail to the Globe, Mr. Lawrence 
told Mr. Fife that, “the Minister has support-
ed her uncle’s efforts to study and publish 
on this difficult chapter in her late grandfa-
ther’s past.”

Mr. Ling doesn’t think Ms. Freeland, who 
was first elected to the Canadian House of 
Commons in 2013, should say anything on 
the issue.

“She’s not her grandfather,” he said. “We 
don’t have unfettered rights to troll through 
our politicians’ personal lives that have no 
bearing on their work. Therefore, I don’t 
think we get to give her the third degree for 
maybe not being totally forthcoming about 
a man who was dead before she entered 
politics.”

(Continued from page 1)
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tion investigation. President Petro 
Poroshenko and Ukraine’s government are 
under pressure from Ukrainians and 
Western countries to fight corruption. 
(RFE/RL’s Ukrainian Service)

Deputies criticize arrests of blockaders

KYIV – Ukrainian opposition lawmakers 
have demanded an explanation from 
authorities after the arrests of several dozen 
activists who were blocking trade with east-
ern areas held by Russia-backed separatists. 
The blockade began in January and has 
mainly disrupted rail shipments of coal that 
is mined in separatist-held territory and 
fuels power plants elsewhere in Ukraine. 
Activists and national deputies who support 
the blockade say coal sales have funded the 
separatists’ war against government forces, 
which has killed more than 9,750 people in 
eastern Ukraine since April 2014. The 
Security Service of Ukraine (known as the 
SBU), said that it arrested 43 “blockader” 
activists at three sites on March 13 after 
they refused to surrender weapons. 
Opposition lawmakers demanded answers 
from President Petro Poroshenko, the 
Internal Affairs Ministry and the SBU on 
March 14 over the detentions. National 
Deputy Semyon Semenchenko wrote on 

Facebook that security forces dismantled 
the activists’ makeshift camp and cordoned 
off the area on March 14. The blockade 
remains intact in at least two other parts of 
the Donetsk and Luhansk regions. 
Verkhovna Rada Vice-Chair Oksana Syroyid 
said the activists were released early on 
March 14. Legislatures in the western cities 
of Rivne, Volyn and Ternopil held what they 
said were emergency meetings on the 
detentions on March 14. Activists staged a 
protest rally in central Kyiv attended by 
about 500 people on March 13. The block-
ade has caused power shortages and added 
to the troubles faced by Ukraine’s economy, 
which is drained by the war against the 
Russia-backed separatists. The disruptions 
prompted President Poroshenko to declare 
an emergency in late February and to urge 
all Ukrainians to try to conserve energy. The 
separatists have threatened to stop supply-
ing coal to the government in Kyiv or com-
panies that are not in separatist-controlled 
areas. (RFE/RL, with reporting by UNIAN)

Russia chooses entry for Eurovision

MOSCOW – Russia has chosen Yulia 
Samoilova to represent the country at the 
2017 Eurovision Song Contest in Kyiv, an 
event some Russian pop stars and lawmak-
ers wanted to boycott. The choice of Ms. 
Samoilova was announced on March 12 on 
Russia’s main state-run TV network, First 
Channel. The 28-year-old singer who has 

(Continued from page 12)
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With sorrow we announce the passing
on March 8, 2017, 

of our beloved Mother and Grandmother

ANNA PRYSHLAK
born September 20, 1922 in Lisnyky, Ternopil Oblast, Ukraine

daughter of Mykhailo Greskiw and Maria (née Yarema) Greskiw

Anna married Alexander Pryshlak in Mittenwald, Germany in 1948 and 
immigrated to the United States in 1950. She settled in the Hartford and 
Wethersfield CT area from 1951 through 2011, raising a family and being 
active in the Ukrainian American community through the church, choir, 
Ukrainian School, UNWLA women’s league, and other activities. After 
losing her cherished husband, Anna moved in early 2012 to Silver Spring, 
MD, where she has resided until peacefully passing into eternity at the 
age of 95.

Anna is survived by:
-  daughter, Marta Pryshlak Mostovych with husband Andrew
    Mostovych;
-  daughter, Isha Nadia Pryshlak;
-  granddaughter, Nadia Katherine Mostovych;
-  grandson, Nicholas Alexander Mostovych;
-  niece, Daria Pryshlak and grandnephews Michael and Peter;
-  niece, Chrystina Farley with husband Brad Farley;
-  nephew, Adrian Pryshlak with wife Mary and grandniece 
    Alexandra and grandnephew Zachary;
-  nephew, Orest Sokolsky with wife Lucy and grandnephew Alex;
-  niece, Oresta Baldassari and grandnieces Alana and Nina 

        and great grandniece Livia;
-  extended family in Ukraine

She was predeceased by son Andrij Orest Pryshlak (2009) and husband 
Alexander Pryshlak (2011).  

The Panakhyda was held at D’Esopo Funeral Chapel in Wethersfield, 
CT, on Friday, March 17, 2017.  The Funeral Mass was on Saturday, March 
18, at 11:00 a.m. at St. Michael’s Ukrainian Catholic Church in Hartford, 
followed by burial at St. Michael’s Cemetery in Glastonbury, CT. 

Memorial contributions in Anna Pryshlak’s name may be made in lieu 
of flowers to the following, or to a cause of your choice:

• St. Michael’s Ukrainian Catholic Church – Cemetery Fund (Hartford CT)
• St. Michael’s Ukrainian Parochial School (Hartford, CT)
• UNWLA, Inc. – Ukrainian War Victims’ Fund (New York, NY)

Please send all contributions to the following address:
Marta Mostovych, 14817 Silverstone Dr., Silver Spring, MD 20905

For on-line expressions of sympathy, please visit www.desopo.com.

ВІЧНА ЇЙ ПАМ’ЯТЬ!

been in a wheelchair since childhood won 
with her song “The Flame Is Burning.” A 
wildly popular celebration of kitsch and pop 
music, Eurovision frequently takes on politi-
cal undertones, despite organizers’ efforts to 
avoid it. Last year’s winning entry was from 
a Ukrainian woman who commemorated 
the Crimean Tatars deported en masse from 
the Black Sea peninsula by Joseph Stalin 
during World War II. That victory gave Kyiv 
the honor of hosting this year’s final cere-
monies. But that, plus the fact that Moscow 
annexed Crimea from Ukraine in 2014 and 
fueled a separatist insurgency in the east, 
added political drama to this year’s decision. 
Some Russian lawmakers and even pop 
stars have called for a boycott of the Kyiv 
ceremony. Ukraine expects about 12,000 to 
14,000 spectators to attend the competition 
in May, with millions more watching on tele-
vision. The final ceremony will take place on 
May 13. (RFE/RL)

Ukraine may ban Russian entrant 

KYIV – Ukraine, which is hosting this 
year’s Eurovision Song Contest, is consider-
ing banning Russia’s competitor because 
she has performed in Russia-annexed 
Crimea, according to Ukraine’s main securi-
ty agency, the SBU. “The SBU is looking into 
the issue and will take a considered deci-
sion on her entry into Ukrainian territory,” 
SBU spokeswoman Olena Gitlianska said in 
a post on Facebook on March 13. She said 

the decision would be based on Ukrainian 
law, under which Ukraine reserves the right 
to ban people who have visited Russia-
controlled Crimea without obtaining prior 
permission from Kyiv. Ukraine last year 
blacklisted 140 Russian performing artists 
on those grounds. Yulia Samoilova, 27, who 
suffers from a rare muscular disorder and is 
confined to a wheelchair, performed in the 
Crimean city of Kerch in mid-2015, more 
than a year after Russia annexed and occu-
pied the Ukrainian peninsula. Ukrainian 
Foreign Minister Pavlo Klimkin told the 
Liga.net news site that “the security service 
is checking [Samoilova].” He added, “I think 
the law should be the same for everyone. 
Russia has been carrying out acts of provo-
cation for many years.” But Kremlin spokes-
man Dmitry Peskov said the choice was 
made independently by state-run broad-
caster Channel One. “We don’t see anything 
provocative here,” he said. “Practically 
everyone has been to Crimea. There is hard-
ly anyone who has not traveled there.” He 
also said, “It’s clear that one should wish to 
avoid any politicization of Eurovision, and 
we believe it is absolutely unacceptable.” 
Last year, Russia accused Ukraine of politi-
cizing the competition by choosing as its 
entrant Jamala, a Crimean Tatar, whose song 
decried wartime deportations of Tatars 
under Soviet leader Josef Stalin in the 
1940s. (RFE/RL, with reporting by AFP, DPA 
and Reuters)

happening and denied or minimized by 
Russia and its sympathizers to this day. And 
yet, slowly it has entered into historical 
understanding and now popular culture. 

A lot more needs to be done. In his 
remarks, Dr. von Hagen pointed out that 
there are virtually no serious English-
language biographies of Ukrainian revolu-

tionary leaders like Hrushevsky or Petliura, 
nor has enough been done to seriously con-
sider that aspect of the “Russian Revolution” 
where Ukraine played such a huge role. And 
so, I thank Dr. Andryczyk for organizing this 
conference and hopefully initiating an on-
going, professional consideration of the cen-
tennial. Scholarship paves the way to popu-
lar culture and political progress. May the 
conference, the movie, the concert be 
among the first of many such overtures in 
the next five years and beyond. 

(Continued from page 7)
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independent investigation of all cases of 
psychiatric patients who have been 
interned because of political implications. 
The people we know are people who had 
an advocate, an alarm bell. …There must be 
many people who had nobody to pull the 
alarm bell.”

Soviet dissident and 1987 Nobel Peace 
Prize nominee Anatoly Koryagin, who was 
imprisoned in 1981 for his outspoken 
investigation of the use of psychiatry for 
political purposes in the Soviet Union, was 
targeted by the regime.  He was a leader of 
the Working Commission to Investigate the 
Use of Psychiatry for Political Purposes. His 
report documented 16 special psychiatric 
hospitals in the Soviet Union where 183 
dissidents were consigned and punished 
with psychoactive drugs for their political 
views. Dr. Visotsky noted that there were 
nearly 300 documented cases of Soviet citi-
zens being placed in mental hospitals 
because of their political views, although he 
believed the number was closer to 1,500 to 
2,000 cases. 

Dr. Koryagin was arrested after the pub-
lication of his study that showed mentally 
fit people were being admitted to Soviet 
psychiatric hospitals because of their politi-
cal beliefs. The Moscow Helsinki Group in 
1981 issued document No. 162, “The 
Arrest of Anatoly Koryagin,” stating: “The 
arrest of Koryagin puts a definite end to the 
humane and legal activity of the Working 
Commission to Investigate the Use of 
Psychiatry for Political Purposes, and gives 
rise to the fear that the authorities intend 
to increase their use of psychiatric persecu-
tion for political reasons.”

Following a decree of the Supreme 
Soviet, Dr. Koryagin was released from a 
labor camp after serving six years of a 
12-year sentence (seven years hard labor 
and five years of internal exile). Dr. 
Koryagin, who was 48 at the time of his 
release in February 1987, described Soviet 
society as “deeply anti-human” and said 
that he wanted to emigrate but would not 
do so without his son. His departure from 
the Soviet Union was a condition of his 
release from prison.

Dr. Koryagin’s son, Ivan, was arrested in 
1985 after a fight in Kharkiv where he was 
sentenced to three years for “hooliganism.” 
Dr. Koryagin said his son was arrested to 
blackmail the father into silence. His son 
was released on March 26, 1987. Robert 
van Voren,  spokesperson for the 
Amsterdam-based Bukovsky Foundation, 
which was coordinating an exit visa for the 
Koryagin family to emigrate to Switzerland, 
said, “I’m pretty sure the release of Ivan 
corresponded with a decision by authori-
ties to let the family go [abroad].” Mr. van 
Voren later wrote a book about the experi-
ence, “Koryagin: A Man Struggling for 
Human Dignity.”

The American Psychiatric Association on 
March 26, 1987, called on the Soviet Union 
to stop incarcerating dissidents in mental 
hospitals. Dr. Visotsky was chairman of the 
APA Council on International Affairs, and 
Dr. Weinberger was APA spokesperson. 

Dr. Koryagin and his family emigrated to 
Switzerland on April 24, 1987. He briefly 
returned to Russia where he lived in 
Pereyaslavl-Zalessky in 1995, but now he 
resides in Switzerland.

Source: “Psychiatric association urges 
USSR: stop political use of psychiatry,” The 
Ukrainian Weekly, April 5, 1987.

(Continued from page 6)
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the Diaspora and Integration at the Russian 
Academy of Science’s Institute of the 
Commonwealth of Independent States 
(CIS), and has been declared persona non 
grata in both Azerbaijan and Ukraine.

Mr. Zatulin has a long record of involve-
ment with Russia-backed breakaway move-
ments in conflict zones in the former Soviet 
Union, including the Georgian regions of 
South Ossetia and Abkhazia and the 
Moldovan region of Transdniester.

In his exchange with RFE/RL, Mr. 
Usovsky said only that his activities are 
funded by “private donations.” He claimed 
he had received no money from Mr. 
Zatulin’s institute but confirmed that he 
regularly sent project ideas there for 
“expert” analysis. Among the projects ana-
lyzed were ones titled “Ukraine Is Not the 
European Union,” “Montenegro vs. Poland” 
and “Moldova Is Not Romania,” as well as a 
project to campaign for an anti-NATO refer-
endum in Slovakia.

RFE/RL contacted all the Polish organi-
zations that figured in the Usovsky e-mails 
and only KORWiN responded, saying in one 
word that the documents were “lies,” 
despite Mr. Usovsky’s acknowledgement 
that they are from his accounts.

InformNapalm’s report asserts that Mr. 
Usovsky’s contacts with Mr. Malofeyev 
seem to have dried up in recent months, 
perhaps because the oligarch has turned 
his attention to pro-Orthodox and pro-Rus-
sian projects in Montenegro and other 
Balkans countries.

Russia has recently stepped up its efforts 
to prevent Montenegro from completing its 
bid to join NATO. The government in 
Montenegro has accused Russia of backing 
a foiled October 2016 coup plot, saying it 
was orchestrated by “Russian nationalist 
structures” backed by “the Russian state.”

Intriguing exchange

In one intriguing exchange, an assistant 
to Mr. Malofeyev contacted Mr. Usovsky in 
October 2014 with a request that Mr. 
Usovsky insert into the Polish media 
sphere a paparazzi-style photograph of Mr. 
Malofeyev meeting in Bosnia-Herzegovina 
with Milorad Dodik, the head of the ethnic-
Serb component of the Bosnian federation, 
together with a text that vaguely hinted 
that Russia was ready to carry out a 
Crimea-style operation in Bosnia if Mr. 
Dodik failed to be re-elected. Mr. Usovsky 
complied with the request, but the purpose 
of this controlled leak remains a mystery.

Mr. Usovsky has also registered an orga-
nization called the Eastern European 
Cultural Initiative in the Slovak capital, 
Bratislava, although it is unclear what that 
organization does.

“We have received information about 
this group, but not from Slovakia – only 
from abroad,” said Jaroslav Nad, an analyst 
with the Slovak Security Policy Institute in 
Bratislava. “We can’t name any serious 
activities or events connected with this 
structure in this country. Some speculate 
that since it is relatively easy to register 
such nongovernmental organizations in 
Slovakia, it was done here but with the 
intention of carrying out activities in other 
countries.”

Jaroslaw Guzy, a political analyst and 
politician, said it is difficult, given the histo-
ry of Poland’s relations with Russia, for 
“openly pro-Russian” groups to get a foot-
hold there.

“But there are groups that are using 
openly anti-Western slogans, who play on 
resentment toward the West which also 
has deep historical roots,” Mr. Guzy said. 
They also act in national politics using slo-
gans of “political realism,” he added.

“Of course, Russia is constantly trying to 
boost its influence with all sorts of political 
forces [in Poland],” Mr. Guzy said. 
“Paradoxically, it has the biggest effect with 
radical nationalists. Nationalists often turn 
out to be pro-Russia, but indirectly – they 
promote anti-Western slogans and keep 
Russia in the background. Polish national-
ists also exploit anti-Ukrainian sentiments, 
which have their own historical roots con-
nected with bloodshed during World War 
II. They use these emotions to build some-
thing that is tactically in line with the goals 
of Russian policies.”

‘A gift to the Kremlin’

In recent months, there has been a wave 
of desecrations of monuments and ceme-
teries in Ukraine that Polish and Ukrainian 
officials suspect is part of a Russia-backed 
effort to sow enmity between the two 
countries.

“Polish officials support us all the time in 
crucial areas,” Vasyl Zvarych, an official at 
Ukraine’s Embassy in Warsaw, told the web-
site Codastory. “So Russia is trying to stir up 
anger and make us blame each other.”

“Conflict between Poland and Ukraine is 
a gift [to] the Kremlin,” Olgierd Syczewski of 

the Warsaw branch of the Center for 
European Policy Analysis was quoted as 
saying in the same story. “And Russia heats 
it up, and mainstream media spread it 
without realizing they are helping Moscow.”

Slovak security analyst Mr. Nad told 
RFE/RL he doesn’t believe the number of 
pro-Kremlin activists in the region has 
increased.

“However, in recent years these people 
have become more active and are express-
ing increasingly radical views and are get-
ting better at using social media and ‘alter-
native’ mass media,” Mr. Nad said.

This activity in Eastern and Central 
Europe mirrors accusations of Russian 
efforts to influence political processes in 
Western European democracies by sup-
porting radical right- and left-wing groups 
through financial backing, such as a widely 
reported loan to Marine Le Pen’s right-wing 
National Front party in France, and social-
media disinformation campaigns such as 
the notorious “Lisa case” in Germany. 

Speaking in February to U.S. Secretary of 
State Rex Tillerson in Bonn, Germany, 
Russian Foreign Affairs Minister Sergei 
Lavrov said, “You should know we do not 
interfere in the domestic matters of other 
countries.”

RFE/RL senior correspondent Robert 
Coalson contributed to this report.

Copyright 2017, RFE/RL Inc. Reprinted 
with the permission of Radio Free Europe/
Radio Liberty, 1201 Connecticut Ave. NW, 
Washington DC 20036; www.rferl.org (see 
http://www.rferl.org/a/russia-e-mail-hack-
belarusian-usorsky-piskorski-dugin/ 
28363888.html).

(Continued from page 2)

E-mail hack...

“The Exile: A Novel About Taras 
Shevchenko,” by Zinaida Tulub, English 
translation by Anatole Bilenko. London, 
England: Glagoslav Publications Ltd., 2015. 
444 pp. ISBN: 978-1-7837-961-2, $34.27 
hardbound,  $26.65 paperback, $9.99 Kindle 
e-book.

Author Zinaida Tulub spent a period of 
time living in exile in Kazakhstan in 1947-
1956, during which she gave much thought 
to writing about Taras Shevchenko’s time 
in exile there approximately a century ear-
lier. She wanted to celebrate his indomita-
ble will and his burning desire to fight for 
the liberation of his nation, even while 
exiled.

Ms. Tulub began work on a historical 
novel about Shevchenko after returning to 
Kyiv in 1956.  She was granted access to 
archival material and memoirs, and com-
pleted the novel in 1962.  Written in 
Ukrainian, it was originally titled “On the 
Boundless Steppe Beyond the Urals.”  This 
English translation, by Anatole Bilenko, 
was released in 2015.

The book has been described as “histori-
cally accurate and artistically convincing.” 
Ms. Tulub adheres strictly to the historical 
timeline of Shevchenko’s life in exile, trac-
ing in detail each step on the poet’s bio-
graphical path.

Ms. Tulub was born in Kyiv in 1890 and 
was the granddaughter of an active mem-
ber of the Ss. Cyril and Methodius 
Brotherhood, Alexander Tulub. She gradu-
ated from the Advanced Courses for 
Women, an educational establishment in 
Kyiv, in 1913.   Although her earlier writing 
was in Russian, she switched to writing in 

Novel about Shevchenko

Ukrainian during the Soviet era – a decision 
that did not sit well with Soviet authorities.  

Her other works include “At the 
Crossroads,” an early novella in Russian, 
and another historical novel in Ukrainian, 
“Hunters of Men,” which is set in Ukraine in 
the early 17th century. Ms. Tulub also 
wrote poems, plays and screenplays, and 
translated works by various Ukrainian and 
French writers into Russian.

“The Exile” is available at online retailers 
such as Amazon and Barnes & Noble, or 
through the publisher at www.glagoslav.
com. 

Ukrainian Association 
of North Carolina 

CHAPEL HILL, N.C. – During periods of 
Ukraine’s history when the country and its 
people were under attack, and thousands 
laid down their lives in their defense, the 
national creative spirit manifested itself in 
songs about the fight and its heroes. 

That was the case with Kozak ballads 
and songs about the Ukrainian Sich 
Riflemen (Sichovi Striltsi) and the 
Ukrainian Insurgent Armyj (UPA). The cur-
rent war also has inspired Ukrainian poets 
and musicians to compose songs about the 
fight against Russia’s aggression. Events 
like the Maidan, the Revolution of Dignity, 
the Heavenly Hundred, the Donetsk 
cyborgs, as well as the heroism of soldiers, 
the sacrifices of their families and the dedi-
cation of thousands of volunteers are the 
themes of these songs. 

 A select number of Ukrainian singers 
and musical groups have produced a new 
CD with patriotic songs about the war in 
eastern Ukraine. Haydamaky, Olha 
Miroshnykova, Soniachna 
Mashyna, Yurij Polyakov 
and Vlada Marynchuk, 
Shabla, Sunrise, Sichhart, 
The Vjo, Natural Spirit, 
Inferno, Mandry, Riffmaster 
and Novi are all well-known 
groups and musicians, and 
each has recorded a song 
for this CD. Although one 
can detect the influence of 
Ukrainian folk music in 
some of these songs, also 
reflected is the creativity of 
a  new generation of 
Ukrainian musicians.

These musicians make 
regular visits to the front 

and provide moral support to the troops 
with their concerts. Numerous testimonials 
by soldiers attest to the importance of this 
support. The artists’ willingness to contrib-
ute to this CD at no cost is another example 
of their patriotism, as all proceeds from the 
CD will be used to support Ukraine’s 
troops. 

This CD is a small example of a little-
known aspect of this war that deserves to 
be better known and supported. As part of 
its efforts in support of the Ukrainian army, 
the Ukrainian Association of North Carolina 
is presenting this CD to the Ukrainian dias-
pora community. By acquiring this CD, pur-
chasers will not only enjoy examples of 
songs produced by a new generation of 
Ukrainian musicians, but they will be sup-
porting the Ukrainian army. 

The CD can be purchased for $20 via the 
website of the Ukrainian Association of 
North Carolina, http://ncua.inform-deci-
sions.com/, where visitors are able to listen 
to three songs from the recording. The CD 
can also be purchased by e-mailing ukro-
pencd@gmail.com or calling 919-790-6761. 

NEW RELEASE: Collection of songs
about the war in Ukraine



15THE UKRAINIAN WEEKLY      SUNDAY, MARCH 19, 2017No. 12

months have been extraordinarily difficult for Ukraine and, 
once again, Ukrainian Americans must send the message 
that Ukraine’s fight for democracy and independence is not 
a battle that it can fight alone – Ukraine must be supported 
vigorously by the United States.”

The advocacy event began with a morning briefing ses-
sion, which included presentations by former U.S. 
Ambassador to Ukraine John Herbst, director of the Dinu 
Patriciu Eurasia Center at the Atlantic Council, and former 
U.S. Ambassador to Georgia William Courtney, adjunct 
senior fellow at the RAND Corporation. Bishop John Bura 
of the Ukrainian Catholic Church, Philadelphia 
Archeparchy, led the participants in a prayer for Ukraine 
and the welfare of the Ukrainian American community. 

Each speaker provided an overview of the current politi-
cal climate between the United States and Russia, as well as 
a review of Ukraine’s reform efforts. Maintaining the sanc-
tions regime against the Russian Federation is a high priori-
ty for Congress as evidenced by the many congressional bills 
that have been introduced. The speakers’ counsel for the 
advocacy participants was to concentrate their efforts on 
Congress with a message of why Ukraine’s sovereignty and 
independence are critical to U.S. national security interests. 

Briefing papers were distributed to Ukrainian Days par-
ticipants that included an analysis of “How Congress Can 
Assist Ukraine.” The briefing notes provided a summary of 
legislation that has been introduced in Congress since the 
beginning of the year: Russian Sanctions Review Act; STAND 
for Ukraine Act; Crimea Annexation Non-Recognition Act; as 
well as two resolutions calling for an end to the violence in 
Ukraine and expressing the unwavering commitment of the 
United States to NATO. A listing of the members in the 
Ukraine caucuses in the House of Representatives and the 
Senate was also circulated to encourage greater member-
ship in these bipartisan legislative groups. 

Ukrainian Day participants met with more than 50 offic-
es in the House of Representatives and Senate, among 
them those of: Sen. Bill Nelson (D-Fla.); Sen. Richard 
Blumenthal (D-Conn.); Sen. Chris Murphy (D-Conn.); Sen. 
Debbie Stabenow (D-Mich.); Sen. Gary Peters (D-Mich.); 
Rep. Luis Gutierrez (D-Ill.); Rep. Patrick Meehan (R-Pa.); 
Rep. Michael Turner (R-Ohio); Sen. Mark Warner (D-Va.); 
Rep. Paul Tonko (D-N.Y.); Rep. Elise Stefanik (R-N.Y.); Rep. 
Bill Pascrell (D-N.J.); Sen. Kirsten Gillibrand (D-N.Y.); Sen. 
Robert Menendez (D-N.J.); Rep. Carolyn Maloney (D-N.Y.); 
Rep. Rodney Frelinghuysen (R-N.J.); Sen. Patrick Toomey 
(D-Pa.); Sen. Sherrod Brown (D-Ohio); Rep. Claudia Tenney 
(R-NY); Sen. Tim Kaine (D-Va.); Rep. Debbie Dingell 
(D-Mich.); Sen. Bob Casey (D-Pa.); Rep. Nita Lowey 
(D-N.Y.); Rep. Adam Smith (D-Wash.); Rep. Tim Ryan 
(D-Ohio); Rep. John Larson (D-Conn.); Rep. Brendan Boyle 
(D-Pa.); Rep. Matt Cartwright (D-Pa.); Rep. Walter Jones 
(R-N.C.); Rep. Don Beyer (D-Va.); Rep. Eleanor Holmes 
Norton (D-D.C.); Rep. Jim Renacci (R-Ohio); Sen. John 
Barrasso (R-Wyo.); Sen. Thom Tillis (R-N.C.); Rep. Rosa 
DeLauro (D-Conn.); Sen. Cory Booker (D-N.J.); Sen. Richard 
Burr (R-N.C.); Rep. Brian Fitzpatrick (R-Pa.); Rep. Sander 
Levin (D-Mich.); Sen. Patty Murray (D-Wash.); Sen. Charles 
Schumer (D-N.Y.); Rep. Steve Chabot (R-Ohio); Rep. Ryan 
Costello (R-Pa.); and, Sen. Tammy Duckworth (D-Ill.) . 

Most Members of Congress joined their respective staff-
ers to acquaint themselves with the community represen-
tatives’ concerns about the current situation in Ukraine 
and acts of increased Russian aggression. 

Students from the Philadelphia school also popped in to 
various congressional offices during their trek on Capitol 
Hill to advocate for greater U.S.-Ukraine relations. 

Myron Kolinsky, a representative of the Connecticut 
Ukrainian community and a participant of Ukrainian Days 
held since the Revolution of Dignity, mentioned the impor-
tance of the advocacy events and making the effort to come 
to Washington: “The Connecticut community has met with 
its elected officials locally several times since the revolu-
tion in Ukraine. They recognize our concerns and are 
grateful for our advice and counsel. However, our concerns 
are amplified when we travel to Washington to relate the 
dire circumstances in Ukraine and the need for U.S. assis-

tance. I urge everyone to participate in future Ukrainian 
Days advocacy events.”

Indeed, Connecticut community members have interact-
ed with their elected officials (Sens. Murphy and 
Blumenthal, Reps. Larson and DeLauro, et al) and held 
many meetings to discuss Ukraine-related issues. Other 
communities have also been successful in hosting their 
elected officials in town hall settings.

The daytime advocacy activities were bolstered by an 
evening congressional reception held in the Capitol Visitor 
Center. Ukrainian Days participants and guests were 
warmly welcomed by UNIS Director Sawkiw, who intro-
duced Bishop Paul Chomnycky of the Ukrainian Catholic 
Church, Stamford Eparchy, to deliver the invocation. 
Following the “Prayer for Ukraine,” Mr. Sawkiw introduced 
one of the newest co-chairs of the Congressional Ukrainian 
Caucus, Rep. Andy Harris, M.D. (R-Md.), who is of Ukrainian 
ancestry. The congressman expressed pride in his 
Ukrainian heritage and spoke of his trip to Ukraine in the 
summer of 2016 to visit his ancestral roots. Rep. Harris 
stressed the resiliency of the Ukrainian people and clearly 
stated that Congress, on a bipartisan basis, will stand with 
Ukraine to defend its sovereignty and independence. 

Friend of UNIS award

In conjunction with each advocacy event, the Ukrainian 
National Information Service (UNIS) presents the “Friend 
of UNIS” award to those in Washington who have promot-
ed or advocated for sustained support for Ukraine. This 
year, several Members of Congress were recognized for 
their support: Rep. Kaptur – for her leadership at the helm 
of the Congressional Ukrainian Caucus and numerous ini-
tiatives in support of Ukraine; and, Rep. Gerry Connolly 
(D-Va.) – for his sponsorship of the Crimean Annexation 
Non-Recognition Act in the U.S. House of Representatives. 

The two honorees highlighted their work in Congress in 
defending international principles of freedom and sover-
eignty, noting that increased Russian aggression in the 
region must be stopped. 

Ukraine’s ambassador to the United States, Valeriy 
Chaly, expressed his “gratitude to the U.S. Congress for its 
support of Ukraine throughout Ukraine’s 25 years of inde-
pendence,” but most noticeably since the Revolution of 
Dignity. The ambassador acknowledged the increased lev-
els of assistance to Ukraine in past years and urged 
increased measures to assist Ukraine in its reform efforts 
and security challenges. 

UCCA President Andrew Futey and Ukrainian World 
Congress (UWC) President Eugene Czolij spoke next, 
expressing thanks and encouragement to the community 
participants of Ukrainian Days, and especially to members 
of Congress for hearing the Ukrainian American communi-
ty’s pleas for assistance to their ancestral homeland. 

Every four years, the UCCA presents the Shevchenko 
Freedom Award to those who have excelled in their sup-
port of Ukraine-related issues and took an active role in 
shaping policy towards Ukraine. Sen. Murphy was unable 

(Continued from page 1)
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Ukrainian Days participants with the ambassador of Ukraine to the United States, Valeriy Chaly (center), at the 
Embassy of Ukraine.

UNIS

to attend the UCCA Congress in Hartford last year and was 
presented his award at the Ukrainian Days reception in 
Washington. 

The senator was introduced by former UCCA President 
Tamara Olexy, who spoke of his many accomplishments in 
advancing Ukraine-related issues in Congress. The senator 
thanked the Connecticut community for its activism on 
Ukraine and pledged that he, along with his colleagues, will 
stand with Ukraine in its time of need.

Many congressional staffers and guests, such as repre-
sentatives of the Syrian American community and the 
Central and East European Coalition attended the recep-
tion. The CEEC is a coalition of national ethnic organiza-
tions that represent between 20 million and 22 million 
Americans, and has been an ardent supporter of Ukraine 
and its struggles against Russian aggression.

On Thursday morning, advocacy participants divided into 
two groups to attend a House Foreign Affairs Committee 
hearing titled: “Undermining Democratic Institutions and 
Splintering NATO: Russian Disinformation Aims” and a brief-
ing with Ukraine-desk officials at the U.S. Department of 
State. Both occasions were an opportunity for the communi-
ty members to acquaint themselves with U.S. foreign policy 
objectives in the legislative and executive branches. 

Testifying that morning at the hearing were: Toomas 
Hendrik Ilves, former president of the Republic of Estonia; 
Lincoln P. Bloomfield Jr., chairman emeritus and distin-
guished fellow at The Stimson Center , former assistant 
secretary for political military affairs at the State 
Department; Peter B. Doran, executive vice-president at 
the Center for European Policy Analysis; and Ambassador 
Daniel Baer, former U.S. representative to the Organization 
for Security and Cooperation in Europe. 

Members of Congress questioned the witnesses about 
Russia’s disinformation campaign in Europe aimed at de-
stabilizing NATO and other European allies. 

The two-day advocacy event concluded with a briefing 
session at the Embassy of Ukraine. Ambassador Chaly 
thanked the participants for their endeavors to advocate 
for greater assistance to Ukraine and for not forgetting 
about the illegal annexation of the Crimean peninsula. 
UWC President Czolij and UCCA President Futey expressed 
their gratitude for the efforts of everyone who came to 
Washington to promote the concerns of the community 
and seek further assistance from the U.S. government. 
UNIS Director Sawkiw commented that “all politics is 
local,” noting that Ukrainian Days must continue on a local 
level through regular meetings with elected officials, and 
he encouraged his audience to use the local media to dis-
seminate information about Russia’s aggression in Ukraine.

As March 9 is known as “Shevchenko Day” since it is the 
birthdate of Ukraine’s greatest bard, Taras Shevchenko, the 
Ukrainian Days participants and Ukrainian Embassy per-
sonnel assembled at the Shevchenko Memorial in 
Washington. Flowers were laid at the monument to honor 
the ardent 19th century defender of Ukraine’s freedom by 
the ambassador of Ukraine and his wife, Ludmila Mazuka, as 
well as by UWC President Czolij and UNIS Director Sawkiw. 

Bishop Bura offered a prayer for peace in Ukraine, while 
Ambassador Chaly and Mr. Czolij presented brief remarks 
on the life and work of Shevchenko. The day concluded 
with the singing of the Ukrainian national anthem.

All Ukrainian Days activities were shared on social 
media sites such as Facebook, Instagram and Twitter 
under #UkrDays2017. The next Ukrainian Days will be 
held in June and will commemorate the 20th anniversary 
of the formation of the Congressional Ukrainian Caucus in 
the House of Representatives. Additional Ukrainian Days 
are planned for September. 

Special thanks were given to Maria Lisowsky of the UMI 
and the Ukrainian Arts Society of Detroit for putting togeth-
er a plan and seeing it realized in this concert. The purpose 
of the concert was to bring an awareness of the level of cre-
ativity of contemporary music in Ukraine, to let the Detroit 
audience meet a prominent composer in person and, of 

course, to present a world-class musical performance. 
Judging by the comments overheard as the audience 

filed out – there were universal accolades for all concerned 
– this event met all its goals and raised expectations for 
more to come. 

Anyone who missed the concert can enjoy the same per-
formance, minus the commentary, on a newly released CD, 
“Yevhen Stankovych: Music for Violin and Piano,” recorded 
by Ms. Soroka and Mr. Greene for Toccata Classics of 
London (toccataclassics.com).

(Continued from page 9)
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Bishop John Bura and clergy light candles arranged in the form of a truzyb in honor 
of Ukraine’s fallen heroes.

Ambassador Valeriy Chaly addresses the gathering. He is flanked by is Nadia McConnell 
(rght), president of the U.S.-Ukraine Foundation, and his wife, Liudmyla Mazuka.

by the Rev. Myron Panchuk

CHICAGO – Sen. Dick Durbin and Rep. Mike Quigley, both 
Democrats representing Illinois, met with Ukrainian Americans at 
the Ukrainian Cultural Center in Chicago. ABC Channel 7 television 
news anchor Ravi Baichwal moderated the meeting. The purpose 
of the meeting was to report on their recent trip to Ukraine and 
meeting with President Petro Poroshenko. 

Rep. Quigley visited the Maidan during the Revolution of Dignity 
in 2014 and has continually expressed his support of Ukraine. He 
was instrumental in inviting President Poroshenko to speak at a 
joint session of the U.S. Congress. 

Sen. Durbin’s Lithuanian roots have nurtured a keen awareness 
of Russian aggression and Russian President Vladimir Putin’s 
imperial aspirations. 

The two U.S. legislators spoke of their continued efforts to provide 
Ukraine with lethal weapons and support for its military. One of the 
most positive developments, according to recent polls, is that most 
Ukrainians wish to continue down the path of Euro-integration.

Sen. Durbin stressed the importance of Ukrainian Americans all 
over the United States continuing to contact their representatives 
in Congress with requests for aid to Ukraine. He said we need to 
challenge the current administration’s soft approach on Mr. Putin 
and Russia. 

by Rodion Iwanczuk

WASHINGTON – United Help Ukraine, in cooperation 
with the U.S.-Ukraine Foundation, Razom, the Embassy of 
Ukraine and local Ukrainian churches, organized a memo-
rial vigil in Washington on Sunday afternoon, February 19, 
to commemorate the third anniversary of the sacrifice by 
“Nebesna Sotnia” or the “Heavenly Brigade,” who lost their 
lives during the Euro-Maidan protests. 

In February 2014, government forces under the control 
of then President Viktor Yanukovych shot and killed more 
than 100 peaceful protesters during what has become 
known as the Revolution of Dignity.

Approximately 150 members of the Ukrainian commu-

nity and others in the Washington area gathered in front of 
the Lincoln Memorial. Among those present were Ukraine’s 
ambassador to the United States, Valeriy Chaly, who shared 
memories of his participation in the Euro-Maidan. 

Ambassador Chaly stated that Ukrainians must be wor-
thy of the memory of those who gave their lives for a better 
future for Ukraine. He stressed that the struggle for 
Ukraine continues, now against Russia’s aggression. 
Ambassador Chaly thanked everybody for their unity and 
solidarity with Ukraine. 

Nadia McConnell, president of the U.S.-Ukraine 
Foundation, noted that February 19 this year fell during 
President’s Day weekend in the United States and this vigil 
was being held in front of the Lincoln Memorial. She quot-

ed from President Abraham Lincoln’s Gettysburg Address, 
that those soldiers at Gettysburg “…gave their lives that 
that nation might live… The world will little note, nor long 
remember what we say here, but it can never forget what 
they did here. It is for us the living, rather, to be dedicated 
here to the unfinished work which they who fought here 
have thus far so nobly advanced. It is rather for us to be 
here dedicated to the great task remaining before us – that 
from these honored dead we take increased devotion to 
that cause for which they gave the last full measure of 
devotion – that we here highly resolve that these dead shall 
not have died in vain.”

Anna Kovalenko, leader of the 39th Euro-Maidan Self-
Defense Brigade (Sotnia) spoke also and remembered her 
friends who had been killed during the Euro-Maidan and 
those who were killed in the war defending Ukraine from 
the Russian invasion. She noted that it was unimaginable 
that, in our time, in the center of Europe, civilian people 
including women, the elderly and students, were killed by 
policemen during a peaceful protest. 

She also noted that those responsible for the deaths on 
the Maidan still have not been brought to justice. Pointing 
out that the war will soon enter its fourth year, she said it 
was unthinkable that the Russian leaders who must be 
held accountable for the deaths of tens of thousands of 
Ukrainians were still travelling to world conferences and 
were even considered to be members of some coalitions.

Anastasiia Rybytska of Razom also referenced the war 
entering its fourth year. She said that everyone has a per-
sonal reason to help sustain Ukraine’s defense and provide 
assistance to those affected by the war, and that all who are 
doing so need to stand together to maximize support for 
Ukraine.

Participants of the memorial service for the Heavenly Brigade in front of the Lincoln Memorial.
Yuliya Murashko

Vigil in Washington remembers heroes of the Heavenly Brigade

Sen. Durbin and Rep. Quigley meet with Ukrainian Americans in Chicago

(Continued on page 17)

ABC 7 news anchor Ravi Baichwal (left) moderates a community meeting at the Ukrainian Cultural Center 
in Chicago with Sen. Dick Durbin (center) and Rep. Mike Quigley.

Charles Cherney
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by Bohdan Dudycz

CHICAGO – St. Nicholas Cathedral School in Chicago has been a neighborhood land-
mark since its founding in 1936. Many Ukrainian American Veterans attended this school 
during their formative years, thus there is a special bond between the UAV and the school. 

There is a strong history of veterans supporting the school with scholarships and stu-
dent interaction. 

On February 24, representatives of the UAV Post 32 in Chicago presented American and 
Ukrainian flags honoring that relationship. A set of two flags was presented to adorn 12 
classrooms. It is planned to name each classroom to honor a departed Ukrainian 
American veteran.

Attending this dedication were Peter Bencak, UAV national commanderl John Steciw, 
national adjutant and service officer of UAV Post 32; and Adam Bihun, commander of 
American Legion Post 943. Joining them were Principal Anna Cirilli  and Assistant 
Principal Lisa Swytnyk, along with six students of St. Nicholas Cathedral School.

Commenting on the dedication, Mr. Bencak said, “It is a wonderful experience for a vet-
eran to meet with children to instill patriotism for our American flag and respect for our 
Ukrainian heritage.”

Bohdan Dudycz is the UAV’s publications officer.

Ukrainian American Veterans dedicate 
flags to St. Nicholas Cathedral School

At St. Nicholas Cathedral School (from left) are: Anna Cirilli, principal; Adam Bihun, 
commander of American Legion Post 943; Peter Bencak, national commander of  
Ukrainian American Veterans; John Steciw, national adjutant and service officer of 
UAV Post 32; and Lisa Swytnyk, assistant principal, with children holding classroom 

flags from the first, second and third grades.

Bohdan Dudycz

Ruslan Zamaray of United Help Ukraine 
also spoke about the reasons that those 
present had for attending and for continu-
ing to support Ukraine’s defense. United 
Help Ukraine is a Maidan-born organiza-
tion that sprang up as a result of the sacri-
fice the Ukrainian people have made to 
fight for their independence, freedom from 
tyranny and for their European future. 

He emphasized that “if by the loss of lives 
on that day nothing else is accomplished 
but the unity of all Ukrainians around the 
world, then their lives were not given in 
vain. Not only have they united Ukrainian 
patriots around the world, they have also 
shown the world that the Ukrainian spirit 
and thirst for freedom are alive and that 
Ukrainians are willing to die for it.” 

Priests from local churches, St. Andrew 
Ukrainian Orthodox Cathedral, Holy Trinity 
Ukrainian Catholic Church and the 
Ukrainian Catholic National Shrine of the 
Holy Family, including Bishop John Bura of 
the Ukrainian Catholic Archeparchy of 
Philadelphia, prayed for those who sacri-
ficed their lives for Ukraine. 

Attendees brought candles that they lit, 
Ukrainian and American flags, and photo-
graphs of Ukraine’s new heroes. Additional 
candles supplied by the Ukrainian Embassy 
were arranged in the shape of a tryzub 
around which vigil participants stood in 
mourning.

*  *  *
United Help Ukraine is a charitable non-

profit 501(c)(3) organization that is 100 
percent volunteer-based. It helps those at 
the frontlines protecting Ukraine from the 
Russian invasion, helping the families of 
wounded and fallen heroes, and people 
who have been forced to leave their homes 
and are in need of temporary assistance. 
The group focuses on fund-raising and rais-
ing awareness of the crisis in Ukraine by 
engaging individuals, organizations, private 
and government institutions, and media in 
the United States.

The U.S.-Ukraine Foundation is a 
Washington-based 501(c)(3) nonprofit, 
nongovernmental organization established 
in 1991 to support democracy, a free mar-
ket and human rights for Ukraine. 

Razom (“Together” in Ukrainian) is a 
Ukrainian American 501(c)(3) non-profit 
organization supporting the people of 
Ukraine in their pursuit of a democratic 
society with dignity, justice, and human 
and civil rights for all.

(Continued from page 16)

Vigil in Washington...
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ПЛЕМ’Я ПЛАСТУНОК  „ПЕРШІ СТЕЖІ“
влаштовує

„ДЕННИЙ ТАБІР ПТАШАТ ПРИ ПЛАСТІ“
     для дітей від 4 до 6 років, які володіють 

(розуміють і розмовляють) українською мовою

   • Дитині має виповнитися 4 роки до 31 серпня 2017 р. Вийнятків немає. 
   • Дитина мусить мати усі приписані щеплення.
   • Дитина, яка склала Заяву Вступу до новацтва, не може брати участи в таборaх для Пташат.

 Табір відбудеться на Союзівці  у двох групах:
• від неділі 25 червня до суботи 1 липня 2017 р.
• від неділі 2 липня до суботи 8 липня 2017 р.

У справі кімнат просимо порозуміватися прямо з Адміністрацією Союзівки:
SOYUZIVKA, P. O. Box 529, 216 Foordmore Road, Kerhonkson, NY 12446

                         (845) 626-5641;  www. Soyuzivka.com;  Fax: 845-626-4638

• Tаборова оплата: $150.00 ($20.00 незворотні); оплата за два тижні 290.00 дол.
• Зголошення і таборову оплату (чек виписаний на Plast – Pershi Stezhi) надсилати до: 

 Mrs. Oresta Fedyniak, 2626 W. Walton Ave., Chicago, IL 60622
                       Tel.: 773 486-0394 (від 8:00 до 10:00 ранку)

• Реченець зголошень: 30 травня 2017 р.  • Після реченця зголошень не приймаємо.
• Лікарську посвідку НЕ пересилати з анкетою зголошення. Просимо передати при       
   реєстрації.

КАРТА ЗГОЛОШЕННЯ НА ТАБІР ПТАШАТ-2017
Ім’я і прізвище дитини ....................................................................................................................

                        по-українськи і по-англійськи

Дата народження ...............................................................................................................................
Адреса ....................................................................................................................................................
Телефон .................................................... E-mail ..............................................................................

     Просимо залучити посвідку дати народження дитини, яку вписуєтe на табір перший раз
     ☐ від 25 червня до 1 липня 2017 р.  ☐ від 2 липня до 8 липня 2017 р.
     Величина таборової сорочинки дитини: ☐ 6-8,  ☐10-12,    ☐14-16.
     ☐ Залучую чек на суму $..............           ☐ Резервую кімнату на Союзівці

................................................................................................................................................................
ім’я і прізвище матері (подати дівоче прізвище)

Завваги ................................................................................................................................................
................................................................................................................................................................
................................................................................................................................................................
 ...............................................................................................................Підпис батька або матері

British coach was instrumental in Svitolina’s 
development, leading her to three WTA 
titles and two tournament finals losses.

Svitolina paid tribute to her former 
coach and was thankful for his help. She 
acknowledged Hughes teaching her many 
things on and off the court, making her a 
better player and helping her reach many 
goals. She described working with Hughes 
as an invaluable experience and said she 
was very grateful for his efforts in bettering 
her career.

Under Hughes, Svitolina reached her 
first Grand Slam quarterfinal at the 2016 
French Open, defeating France’s Alize 
Cornet before losing to eventual champion 
Serena Williams. Svitolina gained some 
serious revenge when she defeated the 
reigning Olympic gold medalist and world 
No. 1 to reach the quarterfinal round at the 
2016 Rio Olympics.

Svitolina defeated five top-10 players in 
2016, including the No. 1 ranked and two-
time Grand Slam champion Kerber, 

Williams and French Open champion 
Garbine Muguruza of Spain. This was an 
amazing achievement for Svitolina, as all 
three of the above players won the Tour 
Grand Slam titles in 2016.

In 2017 Svitolina’s goal was to break into 
the top-10 for the first time in her career 
and hopefully make a statement at the 
Grand Slam events. She certainly has the 
tools to challenge the top-rated players, and 
she is fully equipped to play on all surfaces.

Svitolina found special enjoyment in 
defeating Serena Williams, the world’s No. 
1, while wearing Ukraine’s colors at the Rio 
Olympics last August. Another proud 
moment for her was when she rose in the 
rankings beyond compatriot Alona 
Bondarenko’s career-high No. 19, which 
had been the previous best by a Ukrainian 
woman.

Andrei Medvedev, the 1999 French Open 
runner-up, is the only Ukrainian tennis 
player to have made a Grand Slam singles 
final and his former world ranking of No. 4 
gives Svitolina two goals to attain in 2017.

Ukraine has suffered since 2014 with its 
powerful neighbor Russia having annexed 
Crimea and conducted a war against 

Moscow-backed forces in eastern Ukraine. 
Svitolina believes her tennis achievements 
have somewhat offset some of her country’s 
strife. She serves as an example to young 
Ukrainians that everyone has the opportuni-
ty to do well with hard work and perhaps a 
little luck. The Olympic victory in 2016 was 
a very special win for Ukraine on the world 
stage.

While successfully improving her player 
ranking in 2016, Svitolina also made it into 
the top-25 of the women’s most popular 
players on the WTA website, finishing the 
year at No. 24.

Up close and personal
The beginning of 2016 did not go Elina 

Svitolina’s way, but after gaining more con-
fidence and changing her pre-tournament 
routine, her results improved with the sea-
son ending on a solid note. This year 
Svitolina has set a goal of moving into the 
top-10 rankings as a main motivator. 

She realizes it is impossible to win every 
match – there is always some part of her 
game to work on. She gains extra motiva-
tion playing at Grand Slam tournaments 
and from fan support.

(Continued from page 11)

Ukrainian Pro Sports... Svitolina’s greatest strength is her fitness. 
She has developed great endurance, which 
allows her to play long matches, many 
matches in a row, changing the rhythm and 
pace of the game depending on her oppo-
nent’s style of play. She has worked on 
developing a balance between defense and 
attack, trying to keep her opponent off 
guard. She travels with her fitness coach, 
who creates programs for her including 
non-repetitive exercises and plenty of rest.

Svitolina chats with most of the women 
she encounters on the WTA tour, but has 
few friends. Her closest tennis buddy is a 
fellow Ukrainian, Olga Savchuk. Away from 
the court, she likes to focus on other things 
and not think about tennis. She thinks ten-
nis while she is playing.

Her idol is Andre Agassi, whom she has 
never met, but has seen in some tourna-
ments. She is often given lots of gifts by her 
fans, especially when playing in Japan. The 
gift of choice is usually a toy, sometimes a 
T-shirt, handbag, towel or socks. Svitolina 
likes to read, because she spends so much 
time on airplanes. At tournament locales 
she is an avid walker and sightseer. She 
enjoys walking in parks, visiting museums 
and taking photographs.

Ihor Stelmach may be reached at iman@
sfgsports.com

Russian fighting alongside the Ukrainian 
army. Mercenaries like Arseny Pavlo, or 
“Motorola,” who had been wanted for war 
crimes in Ukraine, is hailed as a “slain hero” 
in Russia. 

Crimea

A large part of the lawyers’ presentation 
on March 6 focused on Russia’s annexation 
of Crimea and the repressive and discrimi-
natory measures used against Crimean 
Tatars, ethnic Ukrainians and others. The 
ICJ is asked to find that the Russian 
Federation has violated its obligations 
under the Convention on the Elimination of 
All Forms of Racial Discrimination [CERD]. 

The grounds have been extensively 
reported here. They include Russia’s ban-
ning of the Mejlis, the self-governing body of 
the Crimean Tatar people, and persecution 
of specific members of the Mejlis, including 
deputy heads Akhtem Chiygoz and Ilmi 
Umerov; the prohibition on Crimean Tatars 
gathering to commemorate the victims of 
Stalin’s deportation of 1944; the abduc-
tions, disappearances and murder of 
Crimean Tatars and civic activists; and 
much more. 

Both Crimean Tatar and ethnic 
Ukrainian media have been suppressed 
and those nationalities’ languages, cultural 
heritages and traditions are all under 
attack. 

In her address to the International Court 
of Justice, Olena Zerkal, Ukraine’s deputy 
foreign affairs minister for European inte-
gration, asked the court to adopt tempo-
rary measures to prevent irreversible 
human rights violations while the case is 
being heard. 

Thousands of Ukrainians have already 
faced deadly attacks, and millions remain 
in immediate peril. 

“I am standing before the court today 
and asking it to defend the basic rights of 
the Ukrainian people. We demand justice 
and international legal liability while the 
Russian Federation is continuing to dem-
onstrate contempt for its duties under 
international agreements. As a result, the 
Ukrainian people are subjected to an ongo-
ing campaign of terror and cultural 
destruction. The situation is truly terrible,” 
she underscored.

(Continued from page 3)

At The Hague...
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Through March 31 Exhibition, “Highlights From the Yuri Tarnawsky Manuscript
New York Collection,” Columbia University, Ma2634@columbia.edu

Through April 2 Art exhibit, “Mychailo Deyak: Recent Works,” Ukrainian
New York Institute of America, 212-288-8660 or 
 www.ukrainianinstitute.org

Through April 2 Neckwear sale and exhibit, “Slava Salyuk: Geography,” 
New York Ukrainian Institute of America, 212-288-8660 or
 www.ukrainianinstitute.org

Through June 30 Petrykivka Art Spring exhibit, featuring the collection of 
Somerset, NJ  Yuri Mischenko and Natalie Pawlenko, Ukrainian
 Historical and Educational Center, www.ukrhec.org

March 19, 24 Pysanka workshop, Ukrainian American Youth 
Norwood, MA Association, boston@cym.org

March 20 Seminar with Olga Bertelsen, “Corruption Among Soviet 
Cambridge, MA Ukrainian Elite in the 1970s-1980s,” Harvard 
 University, www.huri.harvard.edu or 617-495-4053

March 21 Discussion, “Crimea: Reflecting on Three Years of Russian
Washington Occupation,” Atlantic Council, www.atlanticcouncil.org

March 22 Presentation by Bohdan Kordan, “Enemy Aliens: 
Ottawa Canada, the Great War, and the Enemy Alien 
 Experience,” University of Ottawa, www.ucpbaottawa.ca

March 22 Presentation by Viktoriya Sereda, “Goodbye, Lenin: 
Cambridge, MA Mapping Memory in Revolutionary Ukraine,” Harvard
 University, www.huri.harvard.edu or 617-495-4053

March 23 Symposium, “European Security and Global Perspective,”
Washington  Wilson Center, Ronald Reagan Building and
 International Trade Center, www.wilsoncenter.org

March 23 Book reading by Yuri Tarnawsky, Kempner Gallery, 
New York Rare Book and Manuscript Library, Butler Library,
 Columbia University, ma2634@columbia.edu

March 23 Panel discussion, “Women in Ukraine’s ‘Revolution of
Washington Dignity,’” United States Institute of Peace, 
 www.usip.org/events/women-ukraines-revolution-dignity

March 23 Discussion, “A Roadmap for U.S.-Russia Relations,” Center
Washington for Strategic and International Studies, www.csis.org

March 24 Varenyky dinner, Ukrainian American Youth Association,
Whippany, NJ Ukrainian American Cultural Center of New Jersey,
 973-919-1322 or pierogi.dinner.at.uaccnj@gmail.com

March 24 Concert with the Yaremchuk Brothers – Nazaryi and
Yonkers, NY  Dmytro, Ukrainian Youth Center, 914-643-3127

March 25 Banquet, celebrating the 45th anniversary of the 
Chicago Ukrainian Institute of Modern Art, info@uima-chicago.org

March 25-26 Women’s Vocal Workshop with instruction by Oleh Mahlay,
Parma, OH Zorya Ukrainian Female Vocal Ensemble and the Ukrainian
 Cultural Arts Foundation of Greater Cleveland, St. Josaphat
 Ukrainian Catholic Cathedral, nbmahlay@ucaacle.org 
 or 440-915-4691

March 26 Concert, “Sacred Sounds – From Kyiv to Canada,” 
Ottawa Sheptytsky Institute Choir, Divine Infant Catholic Church,
 sheptytsky@ustpaul.ca or  613-236-1393 ext.2332

March 26 Pysanka workshop, Ukrainian Homestead, 
Lehighton, PA 215-235-3709

March 26 Concert, Yaremchuk Brothers –Nazaryi and Dmytro,  
Stamford, CT St. Basil Seminary, 914-643-3127

March 27 Seminar with Daniel Fedorowycz, “Divide and Rule: 
Cambridge, MA Managing the Ukrainian Minority in Interwar Poland,”
 Harvard University, www.huri.harvard.edu or 617-495-4053

Entries in “Out and About” are listed free of charge. Priority is given to events 
advertised in The Ukrainian Weekly. However, we also welcome submissions 
from all our readers. Items will be published at the discretion of the editors 
and as space allows. Please send e-mail to mdubas@ukrweekly.com.
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PREVIEW OF EVENTS
Friday, March 24

WHIPPANY, N.J.: Join us for our annual 
Varenyky Dinner at 5 p.m. at the Ukrainian 
American Cultural Center of New Jersey, 60 
N. Jefferson Road, hosted by the local branch 
of the Ukrainian American Youth 
Association. Cost is $12. Doors open at 5 p.m. 
There will be entertainment and door prizes. 
For information call 973-919-1322, or e-mail 
pierogi.dinner@gmail.com. Like us on 
Facebook - CYM Whippany, NJ.

Saturday, March 25

NEW YORK: The Shevchenko Scientific 
Society invites all to a discussion of the 
Ukrainian Free University, presented by the 
university’s rector Dr. Maria O. Pryshlak, and 
Dr. Alexander J. Motyl, dean of political sci-
ence and economics at UFU. The event, 
including a film viewing, will take place at 
the society’s building, 63 Fourth Ave. 
(between Ninth and 10th streets) at 5 p.m. 
For additional information call 212-254-
5130.

Saturday, April 1

NEW BRITAIN, Conn.: The 23rd annual 
Ukrainian Easter Festival will be held at St. 
Mary’s Ukrainian Church hall, 54 Winter St. 
(behind Newbrite Plaza) from 9 a.m. to 2 

p.m. Pysanky and egg-decorating supplies, 
as well as our famous Easter breads will be 
featured. Other highlights will include vare-
nyky, stuffed cabbage, borshch, homemade 
cakes and desserts, a cookbook, a raffle and 
a tag sale. Lunch and takeout are available. 
Admission and parking (behind the church) 
are free. For information or to place orders 
call, 860-229-3833 or 560-677-2138. (The 
heavy snow date is Saturday, April 8).

Sunday, April 2

WHIPPANY, N.J.: An all-you-can eat beef-
steak dinner and fabulous tricky tray event 
will be held at the Ukrainian American 
Cultural Center of New Jersey, 60 N. 
Jefferson Road, at 1 p.m. The menu includes: 
sliced tender beef tenderloin dipped in but-
ter and served on French bread, antipasto, 
varenyky, fries, beer, soft drinks and dessert. 
Prizes include: Soyuzivka weekend, cash 
basket, flat screen TV, tech gadgets, New 
York City theater tickets, amusement park 
passes, tortes, gift cards to spas, gyms, shops 
and restaurants, 50/50 and much more. 
(Cash and credit cards will be accepted to 
purchase prize basket tickets.) Tickets to the 
event cost $50 per person; $20 for children 
age 10 and under; advance sales only. For 
tickets and more information see UACCNJ.
org or call 973-590-8026.

PREVIEW OF EVENTS GUIDELINES
Preview of Events is a listing of Ukrainian community events open to the public. It is a ser-
vice provided at minimal cost ($20 per listing) by The Ukrainian Weekly to the Ukrainian 
community.  Items must be no more than 100 words long. 

Preview items must be received no later than one week before the desired date of 
publication. Please include payment for each time the item is to appear and indicate 
date(s) of issue(s) in which the item is to be published. 

Information should be sent to preview@ukrweekly.com. When e-mailing, please do not 
send items as attachments – simply type the text into the body of the e-mail message. 
Preview items and payments may be mailed to: Preview of Events, The Ukrainian Weekly, 
2200 Route 10, P.O. Box 280, Parsippany, NJ 07054. 

Please e-mail materials to: 
STAFF @ UKRWEEKLY.COM

The deadline for submission 
of all materials – stories and photos 

(with captions and photo credits) – is 

MARCH 17.

ATTENTION, 
Debutante Ball Organizers!

The 2017 debutante ball 
section will be published  

on April 2. 

In keeping with our tradition, 
The Ukrainian Weekly 

will publish a special section 
devoted to the Ukrainian 
community’s debutantes.


