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OTTAWA – An architectural team led by a 
Ukrainian Canadian is expecting a decision 
by month’s end as to whether its design has 
been selected to bring life to a long-awaited 
Victims of Communism memorial in the 
Canadian capital in the spring of 2019.

The design by Ontario architect Wiktor 
Moskaliuk, Ukrainian American architect 

Larysa Kurylas and Washington, D.C.-based 
landscape architect Claire Bedat is one of 
five in competition and has emerged as the 
public favorite in an online poll run by the 
Canadian Broadcasting Corp. (CBC).

Team Moskaliuk’s concept focuses on 
the four principles of democracy – equality, 
freedom, justice and representation – 
depicted in four spire-like pillars made of 

Ukrainian-led design team awaits decision
on Ottawa’s Victims of Communism memorial
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by Mark Raczkiewycz

KYIV – As the outgoing central bank gov-
ernor, Valeria Gontareva will be a hard act 
to follow. 

Her resignation on April 10 expectedly 
came after the International Monetary 
Fund released an additional $1 billion as 
part of its $17.5 billion country support 
program, and after three years as head of 
the National Bank of Ukraine (NBU). 

Under her watch, 87 out of some 180 
banks lost their licenses because they 
couldn’t meet the stricter regulations she 
put in place in one of Europe’s most cor-
rupt and shaky banking systems. As a 
result, total banking sector assets shrank to 
$53.8 billion by year-end 2016 from more 
than $120 billion three years earlier. 

Put another way, if the ratio of corporate 
loans to gross domestic product was 
around 50 percent before Ms. Gontareva’s 
tenure, and the household loans to GDP 
ratio was 13 percent, then today they are 
35 and 7 percent, respectively. 

“I came here to implement reforms.  My 
mission is fulfilled – the reforms are imple-
mented,”  Ms. Gontareva told journalists on 
the day of her resignation. “I know that if all 
government institutions conducted their 
reforms in the same way as the NBU, our 
country would be at a very different quali-

tative level in its development today.” 
Her efforts to clean up the banking sys-

tem weighed down by massive related-party 
lending and non-performing loans, and what 
she called in an April 5 Wall Street Journal 
column, “zombie banks,” were praised by the 
IMF and broader financial community. 

When President Poroshenko asked the 
former investment banker to chair the NBU 
in June 2014, most owners of financial 
institutions were using them for their own 
personal benefit, rather than as vehicles to 
stimulate economic growth and keep the 
economy turning.

The Dnipro (formerly Dnipropetrovsk) 
native and former head of Investment 
Capital Ukraine, which counted Mr. 
Poroshenko as a client, identified three cat-
egories of toxic banks that eventually failed. 

Twenty of these banks were pure “mon-
ey-laundering machines” with “no assets or 
liabilities” that were used entirely to stash 
ill-gotten gains, usually abroad. A second 
group was “zombie banks” that had “only 
liabilities and no assets,” she told the 
Financial Times on March 26. 

A third group comprised the “oligarch 
banks” that “collected money from all pos-
sible sources – mostly from private individ-
ual deposits – and invested all this money 

Gontareva, fearless head of NBU, resigns
after tackling ‘zombie’ banks, oligarchs
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The design team (from left): Larysa Kurylas, Wiktor Moskaliuk and Claire Bedat.

Charitable Ukraine honors UNWLA as best provider of ‘Aid from Abroad’
NEW YORK – The Ukrainian National Women’s League of 

America (UNWLA) was honored on March 29 by the 
Association of Charities of Ukraine with its top award in the 
category Aid from Abroad. 

The annual awards recognizing groups and individuals active 
in charitable endeavors have been held since 2012, although the 
Charitable Ukraine competition was founded in 2007.

This year’s Charitable Ukraine competition had a record 
number of applicants – 744. It was divided into 15 main, three 
individual and four special categories, one of which was Aid 
from Abroad. The statuette presented to honorees is an angel 
decorated with folk designs and amber called the Angel of 
Goodness. 

The goal of the annual competition is to spur development 
of charitable activities in Ukraine by popularizing charitable 
work, patronage of such activity and volunteerism, as well as 
by informing the public of such good works and their results.

The UNWLA was presented its award by Ukraine’s Vice 
Prime Minister for European and Euro-Atlantic integration 
Ivanna Klympush Tsintsadze in a ceremony held at the Kyiv City 
Administration. Also vying for the top award in the Aid from 
Abroad category were organizations from Poland and Turkey.

Representing the UNWLA at the ceremony were Dr. Maria 
Furtak, UNWLA representative for social welfare in Ukraine, 
and Olena Vlasenko, president of the Zhytomyr branch of the 
Ukrainian Women’s League of Ukraine.

UNWLA President Marianna Zajac commented: “This rec-
ognition is a great honor for us, confirming that the longstand-

At the Charitable Ukraine competition’s awards 
ceremony in Kyiv,  representing the Ukrainian 
National Women’s League of America were Dr. 
Maria Furtak, UNWLA representative for social 
welfare in Ukraine, and Olena Vlasenko, presi-
dent of the Zhytomyr branch of the Ukrainian 

Women’s League of Ukraine.

Julia Demus

(Continued on page 10)

ing ideals, goals, faith and work done by our organization and 
previous generations of the Ukrainian diaspora did not go 
unrecognized.”

Many special guests were present at the awards ceremony, 
including representatives of five religious denominations active 
in Ukraine; First Lady of Ukraine Maryna Poroshenko; the 
chairman of the Supervisory Board of Ukraine 3000 
Foundation Kateryna Yushchenko; Minister of Culture Yevhen 
Nyschuk; Minister of Education and Science Liliia Hrynevych; 
poet and publisher Ivan Malkovych; the leader of the band 
Mandry, Serhiy Fomenko; and other public figures. 

A summary of the UNWLA’s humanitarian aid and cultural 
work for the year 2016 was listed on the reporting form for the 
Charitable Ukraine competition. Among the information pro-
vided was the following.

• In January of 2016 two camps sponsored by the UNWLA 
were held in Yaremche and in Lviv for families of soldiers serv-
ing in the anti-terrorist operation (ATO).

• In cooperation with Dr. Ulana Suprun (the organizer of 
Patriot Defense and now Ukraine’s acting minister of health), 
the UNWLA financially supported training courses held in pub-
lic hospitals related to the assessment and treatment of trau-
matic injuries.

• The UNWLA became the major donor to the trauma thera-
py Center of Hope at the Institute of Psychiatric Health at the 
Ukrainian Catholic University in Lviv.

T
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Groysman pledges more reforms

KYIV – Ukrainian Prime Minister 
Volodymyr Groysman says his government 
will continue to implement reforms in 
2017. Addressing a press conference in 
Kyiv on April 11, five days before the first 
anniversary since his appointment to the 
post, Mr. Groysman said he and his team 
were now focused on reforms in the pen-
sions system, education and medical-ser-
vices sector. In the field of energy security, 
he said Kyiv was seeking opportunities to 
buy coal from different countries to get rid 
of Ukraine’s dependence on Russian coal. 
Kyiv is also looking at ways to increase pro-
duction of electricity by the country’s 
nuclear plants and hydropower stations, 
Mr. Groysman said. Calling Russia “an 
aggressor country,” the prime minister 
noted that Ukraine was no longer depen-
dent on Russian natural gas. Mr. Groysman 
said he supported the acceleration of the 
unbundling of the state-owned Naftohaz oil 
and natural-gas company and reforms in 
the gas market. He also announced he did 
not plan to take part in the 2019 presiden-
tial election. (RFE/RL, based on reporting 
by UNIAN, Ukrayinska Pravda and Interfax)

U.S. notes Russia’s ‘campaign of aggression’

VIENNA – Speaking at the Special OSCE 
Permanent Council Meeting on Russian 
Aggression against Ukraine on April 5, U.S. 
Chargé d’Affaires Kate M. Byrnes stated, “As 
Secretary [of State Rex] Tillerson said at 
NATO, we note with alarm the escalating 
violence along the line of contact and the 
repeated targeting of civilian infrastructure 
by Russia-led separatist forces. We call on 
Russia to exercise its influence over the 
separatists to put a stop to the violence, 
end the campaign of attacks and intimida-
tion against OSCE monitors, and facilitate 
the access they need to do their job.” She 
underscored: “Colleagues, we must not 
allow ourselves to fall into the trap of moral 
equivalency. Ukraine is defending itself 
against a campaign of aggression by Russia. 
Ukraine has lost over 1,600 square kilome-
ters of territory since combined Russian-
separatist forces signed the Minsk Package 
of Measures in 2015. Combined Russian-
separatist forces continue to make claims 

on territory beyond the line of contact. As 
Secretary Tillerson said at NATO, Russia’s 
aggression against Ukraine has shaken the 
very foundations of security and stability in 
Europe, and compromises our shared 
vision of a Europe that is whole, free and at 
peace.”  Ms.  Byrnes also told the 
Organization for Security and Cooperation 
in Europe: “The United States affirms its 
staunch support for Ukraine’s sovereignty, 
independence, and territorial integrity 
within its internationally-recognized bor-
ders. We do not, and will not, accept 
Russian efforts to change the borders or 
territory of Ukraine. …U.S. sanctions will 
remain in place until Russia reverses the 
actions that triggered them.” (U.S. Mission 
to the OSCE)

Poroshenko: secure Ukraine, secure Europe

OTTAWA – Speaking at the Kyiv Security 
Forum, which took place April 6-7, 
Ukraine’s President Petro Poroshenko said 
the “crisis in Europe is a fight of two oppo-
site ideas of Europe: freedom or tyranny. 
And only one of these ideas will prevail in 
the end.” The president went on to note: 
“Ukrainians always looked at the world 
through the lens of universal ideas of liber-
ation, freedom, human dignity and the rule 
of law. We still do. This is how we see our 
future – the European one. And that is the 
difference between Ukraine and Russia. 
Russia seeks its future in its imperial past. 
...In the past of oppression and imperial 
expansion. That is what they practiced 
before. That is what they practice now. ...” 
He cautioned: “We have to take a proactive 
approach, instead of reacting to another 
provocative step of Moscow. ...We have all 
tools in our disposal to restrain Russia’s 
aggressive behavior. The price of aggres-
sion has to grow, until Moscow respects 
international rules. Sanctions is the very 
instrument to contain Kremlin and reverse 
its behavior. ...As well as, we need our 
resolve to tighten sanctions every time 
Russia crosses another red line. Russia has 
already dispelled the illusions about its 
good will.” Mr. Poroshenko also pointed out 
that “today a secure Ukraine means a 
secure Europe, and … a secure trans-Atlan-

(Continued on page 12)

 ANALYSIS

by Sergey Sukhankin
Eurasia Daily Monitor

The outbreak of the mass Euro-Maidan 
street protests in Kyiv (2013) and Russia’s 
subsequent aggression against Ukraine con-
vinced the Kremlin of the need to project 
Russian “soft power” to blunt any response 
from Europe. However, Western countries 
ostracized Russia, particularly after it ille-
gally and forcibly annexed Crimea. 
Consequently, Russia could no longer easily 
rely on large Russian corporations to influ-
ence mainstream European politicians and 
members of civil society “to see things from 
Moscow’s point of view,” as used to be the 
case. Instead, European extremists and radi-
cals became the Kremlin’s main allies on the 
continent (Svoboda.org, July 28, 2016; see 
Eurasia Daily Monitor, September 5, 2014). 

A recent case in point has been the March 
28-29 grenade-launcher attack on the Polish 
Consulate in Lutsk, western Ukraine, by 
unknown individuals but made to appear 
like an effort by home-grown Ukrainian 
nationalists to politically divide Kyiv from 
Warsaw. The Ukrainian and Polish authori-
ties both suspect Russia’s hand in this inci-
dent (TVN24, March 29, 2017).

In recent years, extremist group “fan 
clubs” of Russian President Vladimir Putin 
have mushroomed all over Europe. Even 
Norwegian terrorist Anders Breivik 
described Mr. Putin as a “just and decisive 
leader, worthy of respect” (Opendemocracy.
net, April 28, 2014). Initially, these forces did 
not enjoy wide popular support, and their 
accession to power was deemed virtually 
impossible. Today, such an outcome looks 
less fantastical, and the Kremlin’s financial 
investments could eventually begin paying 
off (Defence24.pl, February 8, 2015).

When it came to building influence in 
Central Eastern Europe, however, the 
Kremlin faced a serious problem. Unlike in 
so-called “old Europe,” where Moscow 
could count on organized parties/move-
ments, in countries of the former Eastern 
Bloc, Mr. Putin’s support was mainly tied to 
individual politicians. Furthermore, the 
painful memories of Soviet occupation 
served as an antidote against Russophilia 
throughout much of the region. Therefore, 
Moscow’s operational goals developed two 
prongs: First, to nurture local pro-Russian 
political forces; second, to pit these coun-
tries against Ukraine and foster anti-Ameri-
can and anti-European sentiments.

Within the past several months, relations 
between Kyiv and Warsaw, previously 
deemed strategic regional allies, deteriorat-
ed substantially. In large part, the relation-
ship soured as a result of the heated debate 
about the role of Ukrainian nationalists in 
the “Volyn Massacre” of local Poles in Galicia 
(1943) and current policies of the Ukrainian 
Institute of National Remembrance, headed 
by Volodymyr Viatrovych. A new threshold 
was passed in January, when Poland’s ruling 
Law and Justice (PiS) party leader Jarosław 
Kaczyński declared, “The way Ukraine inter-
prets its history casts a big shadow of doubt 
on the future of relations between Poland 
and Ukraine” (Eurointegration.com.ua, 
January 30).

This has been supplemented by a num-
ber of hideous instances of vandalism at 
Polish cemeteries in Lviv, immediately 
hailed by Russian mass media for propa-
ganda purposes (Gazeta Wyborcza, January 
10). And these episodes are merely the tip 
of the iceberg. Such recent provocations as 

the attack on the Polish Consulate in Lutsk 
and the blockade of the international high-
way connecting Poland and western 
Ukraine by local paid radicals have further 
embittered bilateral relations (Espreso.tv, 
March 29, 2017).

The roots of these “mysterious” develop-
ments are much easier to understand 
thanks to the materials published by the 
“hacktivist” group Ukrainian Cyber Alliance 
(UCA). In particular, the UCA has released 
the private e-mail correspondence of the 
“Grey Cardinal” of the Russian World in 
Central and Eastern Europe, Alexander 
Usowskii (Informnapalm.org, February 22, 
2017). Mr. Usowskii is a Belarusian activist 
suspected of organizing anti-Ukraine rallies 
in Poland. This e-mail dump sheds light on 
the nature of Moscow’s immediate and lon-
ger-term strategic goals in the region.

On the basis of the aforementioned doc-
uments, the following key points could be 
made.

First, Russia has chosen Poland as its 
primary target for destructive activities and 
spreading of disinformation. As the region’s 
largest country and a direct neighbor to 
Ukraine, Poland is being pitted against 
Ukraine to erode the level of support for 
Kyiv among European Union states. For this 
purpose, Moscow is ready to employ a 
broad spectrum of tools, ranging from sup-
port for far-right radicals, various social 
platforms and non-governmental organiza-
tions (NGO), with the aim of creating the 
image of “fascist Ukraine” that hails Stepan 
Bandera and rejects European integration. 
In particular, the Kremlin sponsors “anti-
war” (in practice anti-Ukrainian) rallies and 
backs local pro-Russian politicians such as 
the notorious fringe nationalist Mateusz 
Piskorski (see EDM, April 29, 2015). 
According to the Usowskii e-mails, Russia’s 
ultimate goal in Poland is the creation of a 
pro-Russian fraction inside the Polish par-
liament (Sejm).

A second Russian strategic goal is the 
infiltration of the Visegrad Group (Poland, 
Slovakia, Hungary and the Czech Republic) 
by propagating anti-Ukrainian and anti-
Western sentiment. This is being done via 
various NGOs and foundations, such as the 
East European Cultural Initiative 
(Východoeurópska Kultúrna Iniciatíva), 
organized in 2014 in Slovakia. Moreover, 
Moscow relies on Russia-friendly rhetoric 
and political activities by leftist forces in 
the Czech Republic, such as the Communist 
Party of Bohemia and Moravia, a member 
of the European United Left–Nordic Green 
Left bloc in the European Parliament 
(Informnapalm.org, March 1).

Third, in addition to Ukraine, Russia is 
determined to discredit Moldova’s interna-
tional image. Of particular importance for 
this strategy are two planning documents: 
“Project: Moldova Is Not Romania” and 
“Project: Ukraine Is Not the European 
Union.” These projects are apparently sup-
posed to create and promote slanted imag-
es of both countries in the West, suggesting 
that Moldova and Ukraine’s “natural” pre-
disposition leans toward relations with 
Russia and the Eurasian Economic Union, 
rather than Europe.

Fourth, the e-mails released by the UCA 
again highlight how the Kremlin employs 
large numbers of trolls and “patriotic” blog-
gers with the aim of securing victory in the 
realms of informational and cyber warfare. 
Presumably, recent Russian reforms to 

Russian agitprop pervades 
Central and Eastern Europe
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NEWS ANALYSIS: Moscow’s laughs not to be trusted in the Baltics
by Olevs Nikers

Eurasia Daily Monitor

Humor is a much more powerful “soft 
warfare” weapon in Russia’s hands than 
one might think. This month (March 2017), 
a team of academics from Latvia and 
Ukraine, in collaboration with the North 
Atlantic Treaty Organization’s (NATO) 
Strategic Communications Center of 
Excellence (STRATCOM), presented their 
study on how humor can be used as a tool 
for strategic communication. The study, 
“Stratcom Laughs – In Search of an 
Analytical Framework,” concludes that as a 
part of its “soft power” toolkit, Russia utiliz-
es humor to undermine the credibility of 
Western political leaders, as well as chal-
lenge the values and principles on which 
the West’s decisions and policies are based 
(Stratcomceo.org, accessed March 27).

Kremlin-owned TV channels enjoy a 
near-monopoly on Russian-language cover-
age in the Baltic states, each with a sizable 
Russian-speaking minority. Russian televi-
sion fills “prime time” in the Baltics with 
glossy talk shows and news reports from 
Moscow (Aljazeera.com, June 13, 2015).

The Kremlin-hijacked media broadcast-
ing into the Baltic states explicitly taps into 
local Russian speakers’ shared memories, 
experiences and emotional attachment to 
the Soviet past (Stratcomceo.org, accessed 
March 27). As of 2011, Latvia’s and 
Estonia’s shares of ethnic Russians in their 
populations was 26.9 percent and 25.5 per-
cent, respectively; while in Lithuania, the 
share was 5.4 percent (Foi.se, accessed 
March 27). Moreover, the proportions of 
those born during the Soviet era, who are 
now in their mid to late 30s and older, 
regardless of their ethnic origin and politi-
cal preference, make up about 75 percent 
of Latvia’s population (Csb.gov.lv, accessed 
March 27). Ultimately, they are all part of 
the target audience for Russian TV comedy 
shows and broadcasts.

The STRATCOM researchers of the 
above-mentioned study conclude that 
Russian TV entertainment and its beaming 
into the Baltics is designed in part to help 
preserve those populations’ Soviet-era 

mentality. Notably, Russian television pro-
grams present anti-Western values, such as 
by portraying private property as some-
thing nefarious and immoral. Russian TV 
also avoids assigning any value to individu-
als over the group or the state. The outside 
world is seen as hostile, not to be trusted. 
The Russian Federation, just like the Soviet 
Union before it, is depicted on Russian TV 
as a “fortress” surrounded by hostile forces 
whose influence must be resisted. 

But, of course, Russian entertainment on 
television is not all doom and gloom. Often, 

jokes and allusions in Russian TV program-
ming are borrowed from classic Soviet-era 
songs, books, poems, films and other ele-
ments of the Russian and Soviet cultural 
heritage. These are designed to take the 
audience mentally back to the Soviet past 
and spark memories of the myths and 
images of that period. This allows the men-
tal construct of the former Soviet space to 
be maintained (Stratcomceo.org, accessed 
March 27).

Such a media strategy fits local tastes. 
According to a study conducted by the 
Estonian International Center for Defense, 
Russian speakers in Estonia prefer enter-
tainment instead of news (Icds.ee, accessed 
March 27). And these preferences are also 
evident among Russian speakers in Latvia 
and Lithuania (szf.lu, accessed March 27).

Over the past several years, authorities in 
the Baltic states have experimented with 
various responses to Russian TV propagan-
da. In April 2014, Latvia for three months 
suspended Russian state television RTR 
Rossia’s broadcasts after concluding that 
Russian media coverage of the Ukrainian cri-
sis was biased in Russia’s favor and consti-
tuted a threat to Latvia’s national security 

interests (Liia.lv, April 10, 2015). In turn, 
Estonia introduced its own Russian-
language TV broadcasts. In September 2015, 
it launched ETV+, providing an alternative to 
the propaganda-driven, Kremlin-controlled 
Russian TV stations (Journal of Baltic 
Security, Vol 1 Issue 2, 2015). Lithuania, in 
November 2016, decided to suspend the 
retransmission of Russian television channel 
RTR Planeta for three months, in response 
to hostile on-air statements by Vladimir 
Zhirinovsky (Delfi.lv, March 28).

A previous study by the Swedish Ministry 

of Defense argues that the impact of the 
Russian actions has become more limited, 
especially in Estonia. For example, only 6.7 
percent of Estonia’s population is now 
“stateless,” down from more than from 32 
percent 20 years ago; 53 percent of Russian-
speaking Estonians are now also Estonian 
citizens. In all three Baltic states, a new gen-
eration of Russian speakers has now grown 
up, and they increasingly identify them-
selves as loyal citizens of their country of 
residence. Indeed, there are signs of 
increased and better integration of Russian-
speaking minorities into the Baltic societies, 
for example, in terms of the growing natu-
ralization of citizens in Estonia in particular, 
but also to some extent in Latvia and 
Lithuania (see EDM, February 21). In this 
sense, the Russian Compatriots Policy is a 
failure. In other areas, such as the energy 
sector, Russian non-military power has been 
more successful. But there are signs that the 
Baltics are coming to grips with that situa-
tion as well (Foi.se, accessed March 27).

Russia’s soft power agitation is not suc-
cessful anymore, said Latvian President 
Raimonds Vējonis (Diena.lv, January 11). 
Latvia has learned to respond to informa-

tion operations and cyberattacks. For exam-
ple, it has strengthened the Cyber Defense 
Unit of the National Guard and established 
CERT.LV, an administrative body charged 
with securing the country’s information 
technologies. “But problems still remain – as 
state media coverage over all of Latvia’s ter-
ritory is incomplete. The quality of [Latvian 
TV] broadcasting in Russian could also be 
improved, to help shift Latvian Russian 
speakers’ attention away from Moscow’s TV 
channels,” admitted Mr. Vējonis.

According to analysis by the Latvian 
Institute of International Affairs (LIIA) 
(Liia.lv, Yearbook 2017), to counter Russia’s 
soft power and information attacks, Latvia 
must focus on its own internal strategic 
communication. Specifically, the Latvian 
government needs to do a better job of 
explaining its policies and actions to all 
members of society and not ignore its 
Russian-speaking community. According to 
the LIIA recommendations, Latvia should 
promote journalistic competence in mat-
ters related to security – not only when it 
comes to covering current national defense 
and security developments, but also when 
reflecting on the international environment 
and its impact on Latvian national security. 
Coverage of the security environment must 
be eye-catching and explanatory. Ignoring 
the Russian-speaking community could 
deepen societal fragmentation and facili-
tate potential Russian military operations 
or any kind of hybrid activities in Latvia.

The STRATCOM study shows that 
Ukraine had success with countering 
Russia’s humor attacks by launching its 
own “laugh offensive.” The Baltic govern-
ments and non-governmental organiza-
tions (NGO) can draw lessons from this 
Ukrainian experience and be proactive 
rather than reactive in their information 
war with Russia. To paraphrase the famous 
1980 Soviet film “Moscow Does Not Believe 
in Tears,” Moscow’s laughs should not be 
trusted in the Baltics.

The article above is reprinted from 
Eurasia Daily Monitor with permission from 
its publisher, the Jamestown Foundation, 
www.jamestown.org.

A STRATCOM study shows that Ukraine had 
success with countering Russia’s humor attacks 
by launching its own “laugh offensive.”  
The Baltic governments and non-governmental 
organizations (NGO) can draw lessons from  
this Ukrainian experience.

Tillerson asks: “Why should U.S. taxpayers be interested in Ukraine?”
PARSIPPANY, N.J. – “Why should U.S. tax-

payers be interested in Ukraine?” That 
question was posed by U.S. Secretary of 
State Rex Tillerson to European foreign 
affairs ministers on April 11 in Lucca, Italy, 
where the Group of Seven was meeting. 

A story filed by Bloomberg said it was an 
offhand remark that left the diplomats 
“befuddled.”

State Department spokesman R.C. 
Hammond downplayed the comments, tell-
ing Bloomberg that the secretary was sim-
ply using a “rhetorical device.” 

A statement of concern was issued the 
next day by the co-chairs of the 
Congressional Ukraine Caucus. Reps. Andy 
Harris (R-Md.), Marcy Kaptur (D-Ohio), 
Brian Fitzpatrick (R-Pa.), and Sander Levin 
(D-Mich.) said:  “We are deeply concerned 
with the reported question asked by 
Secretary of State Tillerson ‘Why should 
U.S. taxpayers be interested in Ukraine?’ It 
is abundantly clear that the U.S. has a major 
security interest in a free and democratic 
Ukraine, one not subject to Russian aggres-
sion. The statement by a State Department 
spokesman that the secretary’s statement 
was a ‘rhetorical device’ only adds to the 
uncertainties about what the basic policies 
are of the current administration. The sec-

retary’s statement also seems contradicto-
ry to his earlier statements in support of 
sanctions against Russia. It is imperative 
that the United States stands shoulder to 
shoulder with the people of Ukraine, who 
have demonstrated time and again their 
shared values for sovereignty, human 
rights, and the rule of law.”

Reporting on the G-7 meeting, 
Bloomberg noted: “French Foreign Affairs 
Minister Jean-Marc Ayrault, who later 
recounted the exchange to reporters, said 
he responded that American taxpayers 
ought to want a European Union that’s 
‘strong politically, strong from a security 
point of view, and strong economically.’ ”

The news service also commented: “But 
the provocative remark suggested 
Tillerson, the former chief of Exxon Mobil 
Corp., is still finding his footing in a world 
of diplomacy where even passing remarks 
are parsed for deeper meaning.”

In Washington, The Hill observed that 
“Tillerson’s comments about Ukraine come 
at a time when Trump administration has 
been under fire for his relationship with 
Russian President Vladimir Putin.”

“Western European countries fear a 
growing Kremlin presence, especially with 
any actions that suggest it is trying to gain 

control over former Soviet bloc states,” The 
Hill reported.

The Hill noted that Secretary of State 
Tillerson has argued that the U.S. and 
Europe should not lift sanctions on Russia 
for invading Ukraine and annexing Crimea. 

“The reason the sanctions were put in 
place continue to exist,” he said on April 9 
on ABC’s “This Week.” 

“There’s been no change of the status of 
the situation in Ukraine or Crimea. And 
those sanctions will remain in place until 
those issues are addressed,” the secretary 
of state added.

Secretary of State Tillerson’s question 
about Ukraine came on the eve of his visit 
to Moscow, where he met with Foreign 
Affairs Minister Sergey Lavrov and 
President Vladimir Putin.

In his comments before meeting with 
Mr. Lavrov on April 12, Mr. Tillerson spoke 
in general about U.S.-Russia relations, not-
ing: “Our meeting today comes at an impor-
tant moment in the relationship so that we 
can further clarify areas of common objec-
tives, areas of common interest, even when 
our tactical approaches may be different, 
and to further clarify areas of sharp differ-
ence so that we can better understand why 
these differences exist and what the pros-

pects for narrowing those differences may 
be. And I look forward to a very open, can-
did, frank exchange so that we can better 
define the U.S.-Russia relationship from this 
point forward. And I thank you for hosting 
these important meetings today, and I look 
forward to a very wide-ranging discussion 
on a number of important topics.”

The State Department website noted 
that the topics of discussion would include 
“Ukraine, counterterrorism efforts, bilateral 
relations and other issues, including the 
DPRK [North Korea] and Syria” and that Mr. 
Tillerson’s trip “is part of our effort to 
maintain direct lines of communication 
with senior Russian officials and to ensure 
U.S. views are clearly conveyed, including 
on next steps in Minsk implementation.”

At the press availability after the U.S.-
Russia talks, Mr. Tillerson said: “On Minsk, 
we considered the importance of the 
accord. Russia can make progress in imple-
mentation by de-escalating violence and 
taking steps to withdraw separatist armed 
forces and heavy weapons so that OSCE 
observers can fulfill their role. Until full 
progress is made under the Minsk accords, 
the situation in Ukraine will remain an 
obstacle to improvement in relations 
between the U.S. and Russia.”
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The Ukrainian World Congress (UWC) extends 
sincere greetings to the Hierarchs and clergy of 
Ukrainian Churches, the President, Prime Minister, 
Chair of the Verkhovna Rada and the Armed Forces of 
Ukraine, leaders of UWC member organizations and 
Ukrainians throughout the world with the great Holy 
Day of the Resurrection of Christ! 

The Resurrection of Jesus Christ is the greatest 
and holiest day for all Ukrainians, symbolizing the 
victory of life over death and light over darkness, and 

uniting our people around common Christian values. 
Today, the millions-strong Ukrainian diaspora led 

by the Ukrainian World Congress stands in solidarity 
with the people of Ukraine and is making every effort to 
assist in the defense of the territorial integrity of Ukraine 
from foreign armed aggression, and for Ukraine to 
become a fully reformed European state. 

On this Holy Day of Christ’s Resurrection 
the Ukrainian World Congress calls upon the global 
Ukrainian community to praise the Son of God, and 

pray for peace in Ukraine and its faithful sons and 
daughters who today in Eastern Ukraine bravely stand 
in resistance to a foreign empire. 

“May the joy of Christ’s Resurrection safeguard 
and unite our great Ukrainian family and remain the 
source of light, courage and faith in the victory of 
goodness over evil!,” stated the UWC President 
Eugene Czolij.

Christ is Risen! Truly He is Risen!

Media contact: Irene Mycak

The UWC is the international coordinating body for Ukrainian communities in the diaspora 
representing the interests of over 20 million Ukrainians. The UWC has a network of 
member organizations and ties with Ukrainians in 53 countries. Founded in 1967, the 
UWC was recognized in 2003 by the United Nations Economic and Social Council as a 
non-governmental organization with special consultative status.

UKRAINIAN WORLD CONGRESS  •  TORONTO  –  KYIV  –  BRUSSELS
Head Offi ce: 145 Evans Avenue, Suite 207, Toronto, Ontario M8Z 5X8 Canada

Tel: 416.323.3020  •  Fax: 416.323.3250 
E-mail: uwc@ukrainianworldcongress.org     Website: www.ukrainianworldcongress.org
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white granite that comprise the focus of the memorial to be 
situated on a 5,382-square-foot area in what is known in 
Ottawa as the Garden of the Provinces and Territories, 
located west of Parliament Hill.

White granite was selected as the material for the pillars 
at the core of the monument to convey “the idea of democ-
racy as a pure ideal” that drew more than 8 million people 
from communist countries to come to Canada over the past 
century, explained Ms. Kurylas, who designed the 
Holodomor Memorial to Victims of the Ukrainian Famine-
Genocide of 1932-1933 in Washington.

 “What attracted these refugees from communism is 
that they inherently understood that human rights were 
guaranteed by democracy in Canada,” she noted.

The slightly raised central oval plinth, on which the four 
pillars will stand, is shaped like a shield, symbolizing 
“Canada’s protection of democracy, human rights and the 
rule of law,” according to Team Moskaliuk’s project descrip-
tion. Granite, built into cobblestone paving and extracted 
from the Canadian Shield, is configured to form a “finger-
like pattern embodying the traces of humanity.”

At night, the monument will be illuminated at the center 
through bronze torches placed at the bottom of each pillar, 
to serve as an “inspirational beacon of light.”

Radiating from the four-pillar core are 200 bronze 
blades, each of which represents 500,000 victims, or an 
estimated 100 million lives lost to communism worldwide. 
Each blade will also be etched with the surnames of five 
victims submitted by Canadian families who contribute 
$1,000 (Canadian) toward the $3 million (about $2.2 mil-
lion U.S.) memorial, the costs of which will be split between 
the Canadian government and Tribute to Liberty, a 
Canadian charity formed in 2008 with the goal of creating 
a monument to commemorate victims of communism. 

Each name on each blade will bear a QR-code, which can 
be scanned at the location with an iPhone to link to that 
person’s story on a Tribute to Liberty website.

At the entrance to the memorial site, there will be a tri-
angular-shaped bronze plaque, inscribed in English and 
French on each side, which will read: 

“Memorial To The Victims of Communism. Canada, A 
Land Of Refuge.”

“Dedicated to the 100 million people who have perished 
under communist tyranny worldwide and to the hundreds of 
thousands of more fortunate Canadians who arrived here first 
as refugees fleeing communist regimes, risking everything to 
reach Canada’s borders in the hope of finding freedom and 
building a new future in a true democracy, supported on the 
pillars of equality, freedom, justice and representation.”

The letters in the memorial title will also be illuminated 
from within.

Team Moskaliuk spent three intensive 10-hour days last 
November in Washington brainstorming on how to proper-
ly commemorate the victims of communism and portray 
Canada as a refuge. 

The challenge was to avoid making the memorial “too 
broad in its symbolism that it has no meaning,” Ms. Kurylas 
explained in a phone interview from the U.S. capital. “We 
wanted to make it worthwhile for somebody, whether a 
Ukrainian, a Pole or a Chinese person, to come to this memo-
rial and get something out of it – so it had to be specific.”

The project description outlines the intent: victims of com-
munism not only found refuge in Canada, but they also found:

• “equality of opportunity to seek happiness and success”;
• “freedoms – of religion, speech and assembly”;
• “justice in fair treatment under the law”; and 

• “a system of representation guaranteeing their right to 
self-government.”

Including 1,000 names of victims and their stories in the 
memorial will ensure that they and millions of others are 
not forgotten, said Mr. Moskaliuk in an interview.

“Each one of them is valuable, and all of these people died 
for nothing basically – whether it was, from the Ukrainian 
experience, starving to death during the Holodomor or being 
sent to Siberia to work in the mines,” he explained.

For Mr. Moskaliuk and Ms. Kurylas, the design project 
has been a deeply personal experience. 

Both architects’ families fled communist regimes.
Ms. Kurylas’s parents were from Ternopil Oblast and left 

Soviet Ukraine in 1943 for Germany before immigrating to 
the United States in 1951 and settling in Baltimore, where 
Ms. Kurylas was born 59 years ago.

Following the second world war, Mr. Moskaliuk’s Polish-
born mother and his father, who was born and raised in the 
Volyn region of western Ukraine, ended up in a displaced 
persons camp in Germany before moving to the English 
city of Coventry, where he was born 66 years ago.

Team Moskaliuk is also composed of talented professionals. 
Team captain Mr. Moskaliuk, who also serves as vice-

president of buildings and places with the Canadian arm of 
global architectural and engineering company, AECOM, has 
an impressive architectural portfolio that stretches from 
princely palaces and university campuses in the Middle 
East to retractable acoustic banners he created (and for 
which he received a patent) for Toronto’s famous SkyDome 
(now Rogers Center).

Ms. Bedat is involved in a project, led by the world-
renowned, Canadian-born American architect Frank Gehry, to 
design the Dwight D. Eisenhower Memorial in Washington.

And Ms. Kurylas’s artistic vision, which she displayed so 
masterfully with the Holomodor memorial, was central to 
the Victims of Communism commemoration design. Her 
30-foot sculpture in the U.S. capital depicts a field of wheat 
that appears to gradually disappear to illustrate, in her 
words, “the deliberateness of the famine.”

But the collaborative design effort for the Ottawa project 
did not involve simply sketching out structures for the space.

From the time the trio was invited to submit a proposal 
last November until early March, when they submitted it to 
Canadian Heritage to be reviewed by an expert jury, they 
closely collaborated, via phone and e-mail, on every facet of 
the site on a project that looped in various trades and skills 
sets.

“We had input from 20 people on the technical aspects 
of the design,” said Mr. Moskaliuk. “We had to look at every 

detail, from where do we bring in the power for the light-
ing and where to drain water from the site, to where to get 
trees and get the bronze blades made.”

Fortunately, Team Moskaliuk had some experience 
working with the Canadian government. The group previ-
ously submitted another design for the Ottawa memorial 
for another location three years ago.

Former Conservative Prime Minister Stephen Harper’s 
government chose a site near the Supreme Court of Canada 
rather than the one originally planned at the Garden of the 
Provinces and Territories. 

The Tories’ pick was fraught with controversy. Critics 
argued that the land was an inappropriate choice as a 
home for the memorial, either because it was reserved for 
a new Federal Court building (to be named in honor of 
Prime Minister Justin Trudeau’s late father, Prime Minister 
Pierre Elliott Trudeau) or that the monument’s subject 
matter about victims of communism was not quite 
Canadian (although the Trudeau Liberals made it so, when 
last year they returned the memorial to its original site and 
emphasized “Canada, a land of refuge” in the theme).

Mr. Moskaliuk also felt that the Supreme Court site was 
inappropriate from a planning perspective, but takes excep-
tion with those who challenge the focus of the monument.

“If we’re doing memorials everywhere for the 6 million 
people who died in the Holocaust, there also has to be an 
acknowledgement of the 100 million deaths caused by 
communist ideology – from the Soviet Gulag to the killing 
fields in Cambodia,” he said by phone from Toronto.

In fact, construction is under way on a $7.4 million 
(about $5.5 million U.S.) National Holocaust Monument in 
Ottawa to be situated between Parliament Hill and the 
Canadian War Museum, and not far from the Victims of 
Communism memorial.

The Star of David-styled monument, designed by world-
famous Polish American architect Daniel Libeskind (a son 
of Holocaust survivors), will feature large landscape photos 
by renowned Ukrainian Canadian photographer Edward 
Burtynsky displayed on six concrete and metal triangular 
walls.

The memorial is considered the most complex new 
monument in the Canadian capital since the National War 
Memorial, which was dedicated by King George VI in 1939.

Ultimately, the hope is that there will never again be a 
need to memorialize victims of the atrocities of the 
Holocaust, the Holodomor, and other genocides and hor-
rors driven by hatred and ideology.

 “One always tries to be an optimist,” said Mr. Moskaliuk. 
“That’s all we can do.”

(Continued from page 1)

Ukrainian-led...

Team Moskaliuk’s design for the Victims of Communism memorial in Ottawa.
Team Moskaliuk
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upgrade the country’s offensive cyber capa-
bilities – such as by the creation of military 
“cyber units” and via the widely discussed 
expansion of powers of the Russian 
National Guard to control the Internet (see 
EDM, March 21) – are likely to soon be 
employed by the Kremlin on a far greater 
scale.

Finally, the hacked documents expose 
the involvement in these regional opera-
tions of such top-ranking Russian officials 
as Konstantin Zatulin, first deputy chair-
man of the State Duma committee for the 

Commonwealth of Independent States and 
relations with Russian nationals abroad, 
and Konstantin Malofeev, the “Orthodox 
oligarch” and unofficial sponsor of Russian 
aggression in Donbas (see Hot Issue, 
August 8, 2014).

Clearly, Russian agitprop operations 
across Central and Eastern Europe are 
being driven from the very top. And the 
revelations found in leaked Usowskii 
e-mails reinforce the need to boost the 
resiliency of these societies.

The article above is reprinted from 
Eurasia Daily Monitor with permission from 
its publisher, the Jamestown Foundation, 
www.jamestown.org.

(Continued from page 2)

Russian agitprop...

into their own businesses,” Ms. Gontareva 
said. 

Stress tests conducted by the NBU found 
“fake correspondent accounts, accounts 
opened with fictitious passports, huge dis-
crepancies on balance sheets, sham collat-
eral, banks that conducted more money 
laundering than banking – we saw it all… 
Many banks themselves had nontranspar-
ent ownership structures, compounding 
the problem,” she said in the WSJ column. 

The nation’s largest private commercial 
bank, PrivatBank, co-owned by Igor 
Kolomoisky and Hennadiy Boholyubov, fell 
into the “oligarch bank” category. 

It failed to meet a three-year recapital-
ization plan and was taken over by the 
state late last year. Regulators found a $5.5 
billion hole in its balance sheet as of early 
December 2016 and $592 million in fraud-
ulent transactions were allegedly conduct-
ed the day before the lender’s nationaliza-
tion, Ms. Gontareva said in her resignation 
speech. 

She added that the failed lender’s entire 
corporate portfolio was in the hands of 
related parties. 

Other oligarchs owe the NBU money as 
well, according to Ms. Gontareva. 

Dmytro Firtash’s Nadra Bank owes $363 
million; Oleh Bakhmatiuk’s Financial 
Initiatives and VAB banks owe $370 mil-
lion; Mykola Lahun’s Delta Bank owes $296 
million; and Kostyantyn Zhevago’s Finance 
and Credit bank owes $233 million. 

“I stress: a bank’s bankruptcy doesn’t 
mean that these sorry excuses for owners 
are absolved from their banks’ debt,” she 
said on April 10. “State funds must be 
returned – period!”

Not surprisingly, Ms. Gontareva has 

endured death threats, slander and smear 
campaigns from vested interests. A coffin 
was even placed at the doorstep of her resi-
dence, she told the Reuters news agency. 

Calling the various attacks “sustained 
harassment,” she said “there was absolutely 
tons of fake information, manipulation… 
absolutely evil slander about me personal-
ly, about the national bank team,” the 
Financial Times report said. 

Without naming him, she said “one big 
oligarch personally threatened me – physi-
cally threatened me – even in this office 
[the NBU].”

Thus, roughly half of the banking sys-
tem’s assets now belong to the state in one 
form or another. Along the way, Ms. 
Gontareva also slashed the NBU’s staff by 
more than half: from 12,000 to 5,000. She 
raised foreign currency reserves to more 
than $15 billion, helped stabilize the hryv-
nia currency with tight capital controls. 

(Continued from page 1)

Gontareva... Inflation has been brought down from 61 
percent in April 2015 to 12.4 percent by 
the end of last year. And the economy is 
forecast to grow 2 percent this year despite 
the Russian-instigated war in the Donbas, 
now entering its fourth year, in which more 
than 10,000 people have been killed. 

Still, her successor will have to contend 
with $12.7 billion of external debt that 
needs to be serviced by year-end 2019, the 
same year of parliamentary and presidential 
elections, Hlib Vyshlynsky, executive director 
of the Center for Economic Strategy, told The 
Ukrainian Weekly by phone. 

“If Gontareva leaves and her post is 
taken by someone weaker and more con-
trolled by different interest groups, this will 
mean that the ability to finance these pay-
ments without default and without threats 
to financial stability will decrease,” he said.

Furthermore, about 31 percent of loans 
in the banking system are still classified as 
“non-performing,” according to the German 
Advisory Group Ukraine. An additional 15 
percent are in the “substandard” category. 

So, it is imperative Ms. Gontareva’s 

replacement be a “true professional, a 
banker and a technocrat, not a politician,” 
she said in a separate statement published 
by the central bank’s media office. 

Restart of lending is the key task for this 
year, according to an IMF country report 
published earlier this month. 

This hinges upon “corporate solvency” 
recovering and on “progress with enhanc-
ing the protection of creditors’ rights,” the 
report stated. 

Otherwise, “further delays with making 
necessary legal amendments and judicial 
reform would cause material losses for the 
economy through underinvestment, under-
utilized output capacities, and under-
received personal incomes and budget rev-
enues.” 

Or, as Ms. Gontareva concluded in her 
WSJ column: “In short, this is only the begin-
ning of our journey. But our banking 
reforms have now guaranteed a stable foun-
dation for growth and investment, which 
will help our economy recover and allow us 
to build a better future for Ukraine and its 
people.”  

The chief of the National Bank of Ukraine, 
Valeria Gontareva, on April 10, when she 

announced her resignation.

Inna Sokolovska/UNIAN
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The case of filmmaker Oleh Sentsov made world headlines recently when PEN 
America announced it was bestowing its Freedom to Write Award on the acclaimed 
filmmaker and writer. Mr. Sentsov, readers may recall, has been held by Russia and 
its satraps since May of 2014, when he was taken into custody by Russian security 
officers in Symferopol, held incommunicado for weeks and then taken from Crimea 
to Russia, where he was imprisoned and tried – by “a court of occupiers,” as he called 
it – on trumped-up charges of terrorism. His sentence: 20 years. Amnesty 
International said his trial was “redolent of Stalinist-era show trials.”

“He’s been forced to sacrifice this promising career in film because of his decision 
to speak out,” Suzanne Nossel, executive director of PEN America, was quoted as say-
ing by The Washington Post. “It’s just a very vivid illustration of the intolerance of 
dissent by Putin’s government.”

Known for his maiden film project “Gamer,” Mr. Sentsov was working on a second 
film project when Russia invaded Crimea. He stopped his work, as The Washington Post 
reported, “to coordinate relief efforts for Ukrainian soldiers trapped in their base by 
Russian troops.” He supported the Euro-Maidan and opposed the annexation of Crimea. 
That was enough to make him an enemy of Russia who was to be severely punished. 

U.S. Chargé d’Affaires Kate Byrnes, speaking on March 2 before  the Permanent 
Council of the Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe – where the U.S. 
has been particularly active in supporting Ukraine – offered these words of reassur-
ance: “We have not forgotten Oleh Sentsov, Oleksander Kolchenko, Oleksander 
Kostenko, and many other Crimean political prisoners serving time in remote 
Russian penal colonies on baseless convictions in retaliation for their principled 
objection to Russia’s occupation.” 

On March 17, the European Union’s foreign policy chief, Federica Mogherini 
issued a statement on the third anniversary of Russia’s annexation of Crimea in 
which she, too, cited the Sentsov case and underscored that the EU was reiterating 
its call for the immediate release of Mr. Sentsov, Mr. Kolchenko, who was tried with 
the filmmaker and sentenced to 10 years’ imprisonment, “and all those who have 
been detained and sentenced in breach of international law.” Similarly, a European 
Parliament resolution called on Moscow to free more than 30 Ukrainian citizens 
who were being held in Russia, Crimea or occupied eastern Ukraine. Prior to that, on 
February 11, the European Film Academy – which screened the film “The Trial – The 
State of Russia vs. Oleg Sentsov” by Askold Kurov, Agnieszka Holland and Volker 
Schlöndorff – protested the filmmaker’s incarceration. 

To be sure, Ukraine also has repeatedly raised the cases of Mr. Sentsov and scores 
of others, demanding that Russia “release immediately all illegally detained citizens 
of Ukraine without any additional preconditions and stop the practice of political 
persecution and repressions towards our citizens.” As the Kharkiv Human Rights 
Protection Group points out, all of them are being held despite the Minsk agree-
ment’s provisions on “the release and exchange of hostages and illegally detained 
persons based on the principle of ‘all for all.’ ” 

Mr. Sentsov is currently in a penal colony in Yakutia. He may not be free , but he is 
unbowed. In a letter smuggled out of prison he wrote: “There is no need to pull us 
out of here at all costs. This wouldn’t bring victory any closer. Yet using us as a weap-
on against the enemy will. You must know: we are not your weak point. If we’re sup-
posed to become the nails in the coffin of a tyrant, I’d like to become one of those 
nails. Just know that this particular one will not bend.”

PEN America is doing its part to assure that Mr. Sentsov is not forgotten. We, too, 
cannot forget him and other political prisoners held by Russia, and we must raise 
their cases at every opportunity that presents itself. For this also is part of Russia’s 
ongoing war against Ukraine.

The Ukrainian Weekly

A survey of Crimean residents that was conducted on April 11, 
2011, showed that 71.3 percent of respondents considered Ukraine 
their homeland. This was up from the 2008 rating of 32 percent. 

However, even at 71.3 percent, it was still lower than the aver-
age of 93 percent across Ukraine. 

The survey was conducted on February 21 through March 14 
in Crimea and Sevastopol by the Razumkov Center and the Friedrich Naumann 
Foundation. The margin of error did not exceed 2.3 percent. The national survey was con-
ducted on March 1-10 and its margin of error did not exceed 2.3 percent. It was reported 
that 2,001 people were polled in the study.

Crimeans also differed from mainland Ukraine on attitudes toward the North Atlantic 
Treaty Organization (NATO), with 51 percent considering the alliance a threat, while 
across the rest of Ukraine the rate was 20.6 percent.

The largest threat, according to 59 percent of Crimeans, was from international terrorism. 
And 17.9 percent believed that a confrontation was likely between the regions of Ukraine, 
while 13 percent said the threat was from the United States and Ukrainian authorities.

The threat of acute conflict declined by more than half, from 24.4 percent to 10.2 per-
cent, from 2008 to 2011.

A year prior to the survey results, on April 21, 2010, President Viktor Yanukovych 
signed a bilateral agreement with Russian President Dmitry Medvedev in Kharkiv. Mr. 
Yanukovych promoted that in the next 10 years, Ukraine would get nearly $40 billion in 
investments from Russia that would aid social needs, investment projects, and financing 
and modernization of the armed forces of Ukraine. Critics called the agreement flawed in 
extending the basing agreement of the Russian Black Sea Fleet at Sevastopol for an addi-
tional 25 years. The previous lease was set to expire in 2017. In return, Ukraine got a “dis-
count” on gas imported from Russia that was already marked up above market price.

Source: “Crimeans consider Ukraine their homeland,” Ukrinform, The Ukrainian Weekly, 
April 24, 2011.

April
11
2011

Turning the pages back...

by Paul Goble

The Russian economy is small relative to 
that of Europe or the United States. It mili-
tary is hardly capable of competing with 
NATO. But “the Kremlin has a secret weap-
on that no one else in the world has: enor-
mous criminal financial resources,” which 
Vladimir Putin can deploy to promote his 
goals, according to Igor Eidman.

During the time of Mr. Putin’s rule, “tril-
lions of dollars” have flowed out of Russia 
abroad, a trend that is “not simply a crimi-
nal affair” but rather “the story about the 
struggle for rule in the world” designed to 
promote the goals of the FSB and its master 
in the Kremlin, the Russian analyst says 
(kasparov.ru/material.php?id=58D152 
68674FA).

(Mr. Eidman doesn’t mention it, but the 
size of these cash flows out of Russia is now 
so large that some banks and countries are 
afraid to go after Mr. Putin’s holdings 
because of the enormous profits that they 

are making from holding or laundering this 
money (nr2.lt/News/Society/Zapad-poka-
hochet-zarabatyvat-na-procentah-putin-
skih-milliardov-125012.html).

This “criminal money is the main weap-
on of the secret war that Putin is conduct-
ing against democracy. It is used for buying 
off Western elites, financing propaganda 
and manipulating public opinion as well as 
for supporting destructive political forces, 
organizing hacker attacks, and collecting 
compromising information and blackmail 
of influential people.”

“The goal of all this is a sharp strength-
ening of Putin’s influence in the world, 
splitting the EU and NATO, destroying the 
union between Europe and the U.S., and 
destabilizing the situation in democratic 
countries,” Mr. Eidman says. “Now, the most 
important tasks are sparking hysteria 
about the refugee crisis in the EU and 
unleashing a new conflict in the Balkans.

Mr. Eidman surveys the way Russian 
money has been used in Montenegro, 
Bosnia, Serbia, Bulgaria, Poland, Sweden, 
Hungary, the Czech Republic, Germany, 
France, Italy and the U.S. “In addition,” he 
says, “the Kremlin also supports ultra-right, 
separatist and isolationist forces in the U.K., 
Spain, the Netherlands, Greece and other 
European countries.”

The way in which Moscow is using its 
illegal money to destabilize the situation in 
the former Soviet republics is “particularly 
dangerous,” Mr. Eidman says, and thus 
requires “a separate discussion.”

Putin’s ‘secret weapon’ against the West:
massive illegal cash hordes in foreign countries

Russia’s political prisoners

Dear Editor:

A 5-year-old puts his ear to the ground 
on his mother’s grave without shedding a 
tear. He is probably showing his strength to 
his two younger sisters, hardly able to walk, 
as their father buries her. There is no one to 
help, as the villagers are starving to death.

This heartbreaking scene from “Bitter 
Harvest” has kept me awake, as my own 
family experienced similar horrors in 1932-
1933 in Ukraine. I am just starting to recov-
er from the recent death of my dearest 
grandmother Hanna, who passed away and 
joined her brother, Fedir. They survived the 
Holodomor in Poltava Oblast, while their 
youngest sister, Natalka, perished.

I wish my grandmother was still alive. If 
only we could have a conversation about 
the house where she was born and the 
bread they used to bake in the outdoor oven 
on summer days. I won’t be able to ask her 
more about her life as a miner in Donetsk 
and the romantic twist that brought her to 
Drohobych, where I was born.

George Mendeluk’s genius brings the 
memories of my grandmother’s family to 
life. Ten million innocent Ukrainians were 
taken away in 1932-1933, yet another 
example of Russian and Soviet genocidal 
policies in Ukraine. Mr. Mendeluk also 
depicts the flagrant attack on Ukrainian 
Christian values. Many of us forget how 
“underground” the Church was under the 
Soviets. Moreover, every Soviet officer who 
physically abuses the priests in the movie 
is a Russian speaker. Thus, over 130 official 
bans of the Ukrainian language in the 

Russian empire emerge before my eyes. 
The Polish Jewish jurist Raphael Lemkin 

defined genocide; the United Nations incor-
porated it into the Convention on the 
Prevention and Punishment of the Crime of 
Genocide. Every line in “Bitter Harvest” 
speaks to this universal law.

The period before and during 1932-1933 
was what Jerzy Giedroyc called the “Executed 
Renaissance” (“Rozstrilyane Vidrodzhennia”) 
– the extermination of the literary and cultur-
al flowering of the 1920s-1930s. Mr. 
Mendeluk introduces the image of the pro-
tagonist’s best friend, Mykola, which directly 
mirrors the life of writer Mykola Khvyliovy, 
who committed suicide in the spring of 1933 
in protest against mass arrests of the 
Ukrainian intelligentsia. Stalin exterminated 
tens of thousands of young, genuinely talent-
ed people like Mykola. 

The movie’s scenes of violence by the 
Bolsheviks show killings conducted in a 
deliberate, targeted manner. Thousands of 
Ukrainian farmers revolted against collec-
tivization and attacks on their private prop-
erty and civil rights. As many as 5,000 pro-
tests took place all over Ukraine in 1932-
1933 to voice discontent with this selective 
and unjust deprivation of the means to life.

Lest we forget, the genocide continues. 
Over 1.5 million people are internally dis-
placed in the current Russian war against 
Ukraine in the Donbas. Russia is intention-
ally exterminating and harming the future 
prospects of tens of thousands of Ukraine’s 
most resilient men, women and children.

And yet, “Bitter Harvest” instills hope 
and the fervent belief that Ukrainians can 
contribute more unique thinkers and hard-
working people of good will to this world. 

Iuliia Zubrytska
Ottawa

“Bitter Harvest,” 
a Ukrainian tragedy

 LETTER TO THE EDITOR

 WINDOW ON EURASIA

Paul Goble is a long-time specialist on 
ethnic and religious questions in Eurasia 
who has served in various capacities in the 
U.S. State Department, the Central 
Intelligence Agency and the International 
Broadcasting Bureau, as well as at the Voice 
of America and Radio Free Europe/Radio 
Liberty and the Carnegie Endowment for 
International Peace. The article above is 
reprinted with permission from his blog 
called “Window on Eurasia” (http://windo-
woneurasia2.blogspot.com/). (Continued on page 17)



7THE UKRAINIAN WEEKLY      SUNDAY, APRIL 16, 2017No. 16

by Halya Coynash 
Kharkiv Human Rights  

Protection Group

Russia’s annexation of Crimea and mili-
tary engagement in eastern Ukraine have 
taken their toll on Ukrainians’ attitude 
toward relations between the two coun-
tries.  According to a recent study, only 49 
percent believe that a normalization of 
relations is possible in the distant future, 
while a mere one in 10 believes a swift 
improvement is possible.  Twenty-four per-
cent now consider that no normalization is 
possible at all. 

Russians need not assume any deep-
seated antagonism. As recently as February 
2014, 78 percent of Ukrainians had a posi-
tive attitude toward Russians.  By May of 
that year, after Russia’s invasion and annex-
ation of Crimea and the mounting military 
conflict in eastern Ukraine, that figure had 
fallen to 52 percent.  The number of 
Ukrainians who had a negative attitude had 
tripled during the same period – from 13 
percent to 38 percent.

The latest survey, titled “Ukraine – Russia: 
What should be the format for future rela-
tions?” was carried out by the Razumkov 
Center together with the Democratic 
Initiatives Foundation on December 16-20, 
2016, in all parts of Ukraine, except Crimea 
and areas of the Donbas under Kremlin-
backed militant control. 

Forty-seven percent saw normalization 
in relations as possible only with the end of 

the regime of Russian President Vladimir 
Putin.  Forty-three percent said that this 
could happen only on condition that mili-
tary action ends and the Donbas ceases to 
be occupied.  A smaller percentage – 31 
percent – made such normalization contin-
gent on Russia returning Crimea to 
Ukrainian jurisdiction. 

Only 8 percent of respondents believed 
that relations would improve if pro-Russian 
politicians came to power in Ukraine. 

A significant 35 percent believe that 
Ukraine should restrict contact with Russia 
to a minimum, end all cooperation, main-
tain sanctions and even introduce visas 
between the two countries.  Here, however, 
there was a particularly clear geographical 
divide with that position supported by 54 
percent of respondents in the west of 
Ukraine, but only 24 percent in the south 
and east.   Twenty-eight percent supported 
limited cooperation in vital areas and bilat-
eral dialogue, but with the proviso that 
there were red lines where compromise 
was impossible.  Only 15 percent of respon-
dents over all (with that figure higher in the 
east and south, lower in the west and cen-
ter) were prepared to seek any kind of 
compromise for the sake of peace and a 
return to friendly relations. 

There were interesting divergences with 
respect to optimism about normalization in 
the distant future.  This time it was in the 
Donbas (63 percent) and the center (53 

by Lubomyr Luciuk

My parents took me there when I was a 
young lad. I recall going into City Park, to 
the corner of Wellington and West streets, 
and walking around the Great War memo-
rial reading the names of the battles 
where Kingston’s 21st Battalion fought – 
the  Somme,  Vimy Ridge ,  Ypres , 
Passchendaele, Hill 70. I had no clue 
where those places were or what they 
echoed. What I do remember is being puz-
zled by the statue. A sculpted infantryman 
stands high on a plinth, gazing upwards. I 
remember wondering: Shouldn’t a fighting 
man be looking forward, toward the ene-
my’s trenches? I can’t say I liked this stat-
ue, not then. It simply wasn’t martial 
enough for a boy.

Years later I found myself researching 
the life of a Great War soldier, Cpl. Filip 
Konowal. He served in the ranks of the 
49th Battalion – at the Somme, on Vimy 
Ridge and then at Hill 70, his valor in that 
battle earning him a Victoria Cross. He 
was the only Ukrainian Canadian ever so 
distinguished. It seems my interest in 
Konowal eventually caught the notice of a 
remarkable group of Kingstonians who 
had come together determined to recover 
the memory of the Battle of Hill 70. Under 
the able leadership of Col. (ret.) Mark 
Hutchings, and with the patronage of 
David Johnston, the governor general of 
Canada, these men and women have 
already raised several million dollars for a 
Hill 70 memorial at Loos-en-Gohell in 
France. It was unveiled on Saturday, April 
8, and I was there.

I have been to Lens before, on August 
22, 2005, unveiling a trilingual plaque and 
bas-relief honoring Cpl. Konowal placed 
on behalf of Branch No. 360 of the Royal 
Canadian Legion, whose last president 
was the late John B. Gregorovich. Thanks 
now to the generosity of some proud 
Canadian Ukrainians – James Temerty, 
Ihor Ihnatowycz, Nadia Jacyk – and the 
support of organizations like the 
Ukrainian Canadian Civil Liberties 
Foundation and the Shevchenko 
Foundation – Konowal’s valor will be fur-
ther commemorated, as the central path-
way at the Hill 70 memorial is being 
named the Konowal Walk. I am honored to 
have done my bit to make that happen. 
But I am also a proud Kingstonian. And so, 
as I stood atop Hill 70, I was thinking not 
only about Konowal but about those 
whose came to this very place some 100 
years ago, but never left.

While it is true that we don’t know if 
any Kingstonians died at Hill 70, what is 
certain is that at least seven soldiers from 
our city were killed as that battle raged on 
August 15-25, 1917. Lt. Frederick Gooch 
died in action on August 15, as did 
Portsmouth’s Pvt. Harold Langsford, and 
Pvt. Henry Vivian, who enlisted on 
November 11, 1915, and whose wife 
Sarah once lived at 236 Wellington St. Pvt. 
Thomas McFern, 18, from Amherst Island, 
was killed “near Lens” on August 17; his 
military will, dated March 14, 1917, left 
his estate to his mother, Rose. Pvt. Marshal 

Polmateer, from Arden, died in the field on 
August 18, Pvt. Charles Bremner, original-
ly from Battersea, on August 21, and Pvt. 
Joseph Boyd, a KCVI graduate, on August 
24. 

From nearby Napanee, Cpl. Frank 
Davern was definitely in the fight. Even 
though he lied about his age (17) when he 
enlisted in the 21st, he proved a resource-
ful signaller, winning a Military Medal for 
bravery at the Somme. In his last letter 
home, dated May 1, 1917, he observed his 
unit had been “very busy lately” at Vimy 
Ridge, adding that while the enemy “occa-
sionall… reaches out with long-range guns 
that does not trouble us as long as he does 
not have our name and number on it.” On 
August 16, 1917, the enemy did. Davern 
suffered a serious shrapnel wound to his 
left leg, dying three days later at a casualty 
clearing station. He now lies buried in the 
Bruay Communal Cemetery, forever aged 
19, one of the 8,677 casualties the 
Canadian Expeditionary Force took at Hill 
70. 

As for Kingston’s 21st – of the 1,013 
volunteers who left our city in May 1915 
and moved into the trenches of the 
Western Front on September 18, 1915, 
only 103 were still with the battalion 
when it marched into Germany in 1918.

I will go to City Park and stand by the 
war memorial again. I finally realize what 
its creator intended. On the monument’s 
front, facing east, are carved the poppies 
of Flanders Fields adorned with a cross, 
sacred symbols of the sacrificed surround-
ed by the upward-flowing rays of a styl-
ized sunrise. I shall pause, face east and 
offer up a prayer for those who never 
returned from France. I now understand 
that, for more years than I have been alive, 
this centurion has stood not simply to her-
ald triumphs won on earthly battle-
grounds but as a reminder of the hope of 
the Resurrection, the very message of 
Easter. Often it takes the passage of much 
time before you see clearly.

Putin must go, Donbas must be freed 
for normalized relations with Russia

“To the end, to the end, they remain”

 COMMENTARY

FOR THE RECORD:  UCCA issues
appeal for Ukrainian National Fund

The following appeal was issued by 
the Ukrainian Congress Committee of 
America on April 3.

For 77 years, the Ukrainian Congress 
Committee of America (UCCA) has 
served as the nation’s largest represen-
tative body of Americans of Ukrainian 
descent. Since its founding in 1940, the 
UCCA has represented the interests of 
our community and supported 
Ukraine’s fledging democracy.

With new leadership elected during 
last year’s XXII Congress of Ukrainians 
in America, as well as the return of 
prominent national organizations as 
members, the UCCA is better equipped 
than ever to create a greater under-
standing of and stronger advocacy for 
Ukraine, especially during these peril-
ous times. The UCCA has also forged 
new relationships with diverse ethnic 
communities and strengthened old 
ones, and has continued an ongoing dia-
logue with elected officials and leading 
policy makers, while diligently working 
to advocate a variety of issues. These 
steps are crucial to our work, especially 
given that Ukraine continues to valiant-
ly defend its independence and territo-
rial integrity against Russian-sponsored 
terrorists.

2017 is of particular importance to 
the UCCA, as we will mark the 40th 
anniversary of its public affairs office – 
the Ukrainian National Information 
Service (UNIS) – the sole full-time rep-
resentative of the Ukrainian American 
community in our nation’s capital. This 

year also marks the historic 50th anni-
versary of the Ukrainian World 
Congress (UWC), of which the UCCA 
was a founding member and continues 
to be an active participant. 

The UCCA has never wavered in its 
commitment to represent the interests of 
our community and to support democra-
cy in Ukraine – these pillars of our mis-
sion remain as relevant today as they 
were when the UCCA was founded. In 
our 77th year of service to our communi-
ty, we vow to continue to work hard to 
ensure that Ukraine’s interests, and 
those of the Ukrainian American com-
munity, are safeguarded now and in the 
future. We promise to continue our 
efforts on behalf of the Ukrainian people 
to maintain Ukraine’s sovereignty and 
territorial integrity in the face of ongoing 
Russian aggression.

However, the UCCA can only do this 
with your assistance! The work of the 
UCCA is almost entirely dependent on 
the financial support of its members. 
Therefore, we ask that you send in your 
annual membership dues to the 
Ukrainian National Fund (UNF). 
Without your much-needed financial 
support, the significant and timely work 
of the UCCA cannot be successfully 
accomplished. 

*  *  *
All donations to the UCCA and its 

Ukrainian National Fund are tax-
deductible, should be submitted 
through local UCCA branches or to the 
UCCA National Office: UCCA, 203 
Second Ave., New York, NY 10003.

(Continued on page 15)

Lubomyr Luciuk is a professor of political 
geography at the Royal Military College of 
Canada and the author of “A Canadian 
Hero: Corporal Filip Konowal, VC and the 
Battle of Hill 70.”

The Great War Memorial in City Park, 
Kingston, Ontario.
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Same goals, new methods: scenarios to destabilize Ukraine from within
Following is the text of remarks by Andriy 

Levus, chairman of the Subcommittee on 
State Security of the Committee on National 
Security and Defense in the Verkhovna Rada, 
delivered at the U.S.-Ukraine Security 
Dialogue VIII ,  “Securing Ukraine’s 
Sovereignty: The Road Ahead,” which was 
convened on February 14-15 at the Library 
of Congress in Washington. Mr. Levus is also 
a  co - fo und er  o f  the  I nter-Pa rt y 
Parliamentary Anti-Corruption Association 
and a former deputy head of the Security 
Service of Ukraine. (A news story about the 
conference appeared in the March 5 issue.)

Ever since Ukraine restored 
independence, Russia has not 
ceased in attempting to re-
impose itself on our country. This 
is due to several reasons.

The first reason is the illusory 
pain of a dying mighty empire, an 
imperial myth that has been culti-
vated for centuries. It is under-
stood by the Russian establish-
ment that the empire is incom-
plete without Ukraine. Russians 
believe that our territory that gave birth to 
Kyivan Rus’ is an integral part of Russia.

The second reason is geopolitical. The 
whole of Ukraine, including Crimea, is of 
great military importance for Russia as an 
outpost in the “grand game” to counter the 
West.

The third reason for incessant overt and 
covert Russian aggression is the fear that 
Ukrainians, many linked by kinship, eco-
nomic and political ties with Russia, can 
break through to the West. Real demonstra-

ble progress in Ukraine will profoundly 
affect the situation in Russia itself. Russian 
citizens will see that they too can live in a 
civilized, democratic and affluent society.

That is why, when Viktor Yanukovych 
came to power, all of Russia’s actions were 
aimed at the destruction or subversion of 
the military and police, at taking over key 
strategic economic assets and seizing the 
information sphere. Most important was 
the elimination of the middle class as the 
bearer of progressive ideas. The plan was 
to turn Ukraine into a colony.

Vladimir Putin felt the threat of losing 
Ukraine forever when the Revolution of 

Dignity deposed the criminal regime and 
declared European integration irreversible. 
The response was the annexation of Crimea 
and the war in Donbas – a war designed to 
defend the Russian president, his power 
and the values   of Eurasian civilization, 
which he personally represents: despotism, 
tyranny, totalitarianism and a slavishly sub-
servient polity.

Putin believed that the operation co-
named “Russian Spring” will destroy and 
fragment Ukraine. A significant part of the 

Ukrainian state was to be joined to Russia 
or to become a newly formed entity 
“Novorossiya”, and the rest a buffer zone. 
Thanks to the international community, 
including sanctions imposed by the West, 
and, above all, support of Ukraine’s civil 
society and the actions of Ukrainian special 
services, Putin realized that victory will not 
be achieved by direct military aggression.

The Russian president’s regime is now 
seeking to recolonize Ukraine through 
other means. The effort is global, and the 
goal is the destabilization of our country by 
discrediting government authority through 
conflicts and scandals, blocking the work of 

Parliament, per-
haps, even mass 
protests.

T h e  i n s t r u -
ments of destabi-
lization include 
controlling media 
through pro-Rus-
sian oligarchs and 
g o v e r n m e n t 
through corrupt 
politicians who 

are in the ranks of both the revanchist and 
“democratic” opposition. In addition, the 
Russian oligarchs who control Ukraine’s 
natural resources can manipulate pricing of 
electricity, natural gas and other communal 
costs to create social upheaval. Social insta-
bility is further sown by “anti-corruption” 
activities: protests, scandals and other 
activities by thinly cloaked separatist asso-
ciations, which, coupled with government 
indecision, may lead to a breaking point.

The main task for Russia is to destroy the 

structure of political authority in the 
Ukrainian state by exacerbating citizens’ 
trust in the government. According to this 
Russian-designed scenario, Ukraine will 
begin to disintegrate into various artificially 
created autonomous units. Most important-
ly, politicians in Kyiv with whom the Kremlin 
will be able to reach a compromise will gain 
power. These ends are served by political 
forces represented by the revanchist and 
populist opposition parties. If you analyze 
the statements of these two political forces 
on the situation in the country, you will find 
that they are virtually identical, synchro-
nized and broadcast across the same media 
channels at the same time. Admittedly, they 
have different connotations, but this is only 
because they are directed to different social 
groups. Nonetheless, their common goal 
remains the same.

I would also like to touch on the Minsk 
agreements. The Minsk process has many 
contradictions. On the one hand, it allows 
time for Ukraine to reform and to mobilize 
for the liberation of Ukrainian lands and 
the realization of the goals of the 
Revolution of Dignity. For us, this is a 
respite between battles. On the other hand, 
the Minsk negotiations are conducted 
behind closed doors. This provides oppor-
tunities for Ukraine’s enemies to offer up 
interpretations and misrepresentations of 
the results of each round of talks to sow 
distrust of the Ukrainian authorities. 
Constant themes include betrayal or allega-
tions that President Petro Poroshenko is 
ceding sovereign territory.

 CONFERENCE ADDRESS

The main task for Russia is to destroy 
the structure of political authority in the 
Ukrainian state by exacerbating citizens’ 
trust in the government. According to this 
Russian-designed scenario, Ukraine will 
begin to disintegrate into various artifi-
cially created autonomous units.

(Continued on page 13)
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The statuette presented to honorees is an angel decorated with folk designs and 
amber called the Angel of Goodness. 

• The UNWLA donated medical equipment 
(two advanced hematologic and biochemical 
analysis units and two binocular micro-
scopes) to the military hospital in Zhytomyr.

• Representatives of the UNWLA board 
visited injured soldiers in hospitals in Kyiv, 
Dnipro, Zhytomyr, Lviv and Zaporizhiaa 
and gave them financial aid directly.

• The UNWLA, under the auspices of 

Children of the Sun in Zhytomyr, gave finan-
cial aid for the care of children with Down 
syndrome.

• The UNWLA became the sponsor of 
the summer camp “Don’t Be Afraid! Be 
Free” for children from the ATO zone.

• The UNWLA donated a robot-simula-
tor, “Taras M,” for the medical educational 
training of the 80th Brigade.

• Six physicians and two nurses from 
Shriners Hospital in Boston, organized by 
Dr. Gennadiy Fuzaylov from Massachusetts 
General Hospital, travelled to Lviv to exam-

ine 140 pediatric burn victims from all over 
Ukraine. They operated on 37 of these chil-
dren. The medical treatment was free of 
charge. This mission took place with the 
financial support of the UNWLA.

• The UNWLA financed the purchase of 
240 beds and mattresses for the Ivan 
Bohun military high school in Boyarka 
(Kyiv region). 

• The UNWLA continues its long-estab-
lished humanitarian projects, among them: 

(Continued from page 1)

Charitable...

aid to orphanages and orphaned children 
in Ukraine, and aid to aged, needy individu-
als and families who cannot afford neces-
sary medical care.

• Under its “Adopt a Family of a Fallen 
Hero” project, the UNWLA sends quarterly 
financial assistance to 12 families.

• Humanitarian aid as part of the pro-
gram “Aid to Victims of the Ukrainian War 
of Dignity” continues.

• The UNWLA Scholarship Program 
bestowed approximately 250 scholarships 
in 2016.

• The UNWLA paid for five Christmas 
camps held for children from the ATO buffer 
zone (first of these held in December 2016)

The above-mentioned humanitarian and 
cultural projects benefit all of Ukraine. In 
order to raise funds for these projects, to 
inform the American public about Ukraine’s 
history and present-day issues, and to share 
Ukrainian culture, members of UNWLA 
branches throughout the United States hold 
a variety of programs, including literary 
evenings, auctions and holiday bazaars. 

The UNWLA comprises 70 branches, all 
of which carry out their work on a volun-
teer basis. Many Ukrainian and American 
institutions in the United States partner 
with the UNWLA by generously donating 
goods, services or finances. In addition, on 
the initiative of UNWLA members, students 
in Ukrainian schools аnd other children 
have written letters to Ukrainian soldiers 
serving in the ATO, sending their prayers 
and love to these defenders of Ukraine.

The story above was prepared on the basis 
of information submitted by Sofia Soroka and 
Ulana Zinych on behalf of the UNWLA.

Representatives of the Ukrainian National Women’s League of America in Kyiv with 
the first lady of Ukraine, Dr. Maryna Poroshenko.

Julia Demus
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Ukrainians highlight first boxing card at MGM National Harbor
by Ihor N. Stelmach

It was an unprecedented North American sporting event 
when the inaugural fight card at MGM National Harbor in 
Oxon Hill, Md., on April 8 featured three professional 
Ukrainian boxers – Vasyl Lomachenko, Oleksandr Usyk and 
Oleksandr Gvozdyk. The main event had WBO super feath-
erweight (junior lightweight) champion Lomachenko 
against Jason Sosa of the U.S.A., preceded by light heavy-
weight Oleksandr Gvozdyk versus Yunieski Gonzalez of the 
U.S.A., and cruiserweight Oleksandr Usyk squaring off 
against Michael Hunter of the U.S.A. 

Countless Ukrainian fans and supporters packed the 
arena, raucously cheering the names of their countrymen 
during their respective bouts, switching off to loud chants 
of “U-kra-yi-na” as a change of cheer. All three Ukrainian 
pugilists were victorious in their fights – a three-fight 
Ukrainian sweep.

Lomachenko disposes of Sosa in ninth round

Frustration is an operative word when describing 
Lomachenko’s pro boxing career. Frustrated in not getting 
fights against top opponents, Lomachenko releases his 
frustration against challengers like Sosa. Lomachenko (8-1, 
6 KO) dominated his WBO junior lightweight title defense 
until Sosa’s corner stopped the bout after the ninth round.

In front of a sell-out crowd of 2,828 with a heavy 
Ukrainian contingent waving blue-and-yellow national 
flags, Lomachenko battered Sosa, the champion’s third 
choice for battle. Unable to find willing combatants in his 
division, Lomachenko may be looking at a move up to 135 
pounds (lightweight); the super featherweight division is 
126-130 pounds. Sosa was the former WBO featherweight 
champion (20-2-4, 15 KO).

It was surprising it took until the ninth round for Sosa’s 
corner to realize they were in a no-win situation. Boxing 
experts had this pegged all along with Lomachenko’s pro-
moters, Top Rank, hoping for a rematch with Orlando 
Salido (43-13-4, 30 KO) of Mexico or a unification match 
with Jezreel Corrales (21-1-1, 8 KO) of Panama. Salido had 
handed Lomachenko his only defeat in his second pro fight, 
but only after Salido failed to make the 126-pound weight 
limit.

Lomachenko used his speed, skill and power to outclass 
Sosa, who began taking a beating in the opening round. In 
the fifth, Lomachenko mocked his opponent by pretending 
to hold out a cape as if he was a matador toying with an 
angry bull in the ring.

Sosa came into the fight as a 25-1 underdog and it 
showed. Lomachenko landed 275 punches compared to 
only 68 for Sosa.

After a tentative opening round, Lomachenko stepped it 
up by landing a flurry of punches at the end of the second. 
By the fifth round Sosa was putting more energy into duck-
ing punches than throwing them. Lomachenko was teeing 
off on Sosa at will, and if there was a mercy rule in boxing it 
should have been invoked before the seventh round.

The brilliant boxer is above average in defense, tech-
nique and ring intelligence, forging what has been a histor-
ically quick start to his pro career. He won a featherweight 
world title in only his third fight, to tie the boxing record 
for fewest fights needed to win a world title and setting a 

boxing record by becoming a two-weight titleholder in his 
seventh bout.

Usyk retains belt with decision over Hunter

Usyk, the WBO cruiserweight champion, took his time to 
get going, but when he finally did, he took command and 
punished Hunter, winning with a huge 12th-round unani-
mous decision, retaining his cruiserweight title for the sec-
ond time.

All three judges scored the fight 117-110 for Usyk, a 
crowd favorite among the many Ukrainians present in sup-
port of their countryman.

“I’m very happy with my performance,” Usyk said in a 
post-fight press conference. “I did what I wanted to do. He 
took a lot of punches. I thought maybe they would stop the 
fight [in the 12th round]. I’d love to fight any of the title-
holders, any time, any place.”

The fight heated up in the third round with a series of 
heated exchanges. Hunter’s jab caught Usyk several times, 
and he was successful in avoiding incoming punches. After 
a low blow warning to Hunter in the fifth round, Usyk 
stormed back, landing several clean left hands.

Usyk (12-0, 10 KO), who won the title in his 10th fight, a 
division record for fewest needed to win a world title, con-
tinued to hurt Hunter (12-1, 8 KO) in the sixth round, forc-
ing him to the ropes with hard shots. Hunter appeared to 
be on the verge of being knocked down many times, but 
managed to somehow stay upright.

The 30-year-old southpaw closed the show impressively 
with a huge 12th round in which he battered Hunter nearly 
senseless, but could not get the knockout. He received credit 
for a knockdown when he drilled Hunter into the ropes, which 

held him up. Usyk landed 321 of 905 punches (36 percent), 
while his challenger landed a mere 190 of 794 (24 percent).

Gvozdyk crushes Gonzalez

Light heavyweight contender Gvozdyk (13-0, 11 KO), a 
2012 Ukrainian Olympic bronze medalist and good friend 
to Lomachenko and Usyk, destroyed fringe contender 
Gonzalez (18-3, 14 KO) in a third-round knockout victory, 
the second of the Ukrainian three-sweep.

Gvozdyk, 29, was in no hurry until he got rolling in the 
third round, landing most of his punches at will. One minute 
into the third he landed a tremendous right hand, dropping 
Gonzalez. Later in the same round Gonzalez took another 
clean shot, which left him wobbling and barely standing.

A scant few moments later Gvozdyk landed another 
right hand to the head that dropped Gonzalez, 31, face-
first. His corner threw in the towel just as referee Harvey 
Dock waved off the fight at 2:55 seconds.

“He was one of the best fighters I ever fought, amateur 
or professional,” Gvozdyk said in a post-fight press confer-
ence. “He was very strong. Once I got him hurt, I just kept 
throwing punches. I wanted to get him out of there.”

Gvozdyk (No. 6 ranked by the WBO and titleholder for the 
NABF light heavyweight devision) has rapidly established 
himself as a top-10 contender after 2016 knockout wins over 
former world title challengers Nadjib Mohammedi (38-5, 23 
KO), Tommy Karpency (27-6-1 16 KO) and Isaac Chilemba 
(24-5-2, 10 KO). He is now in position to possibly face Joe 
Smith Jr. (23-1, 19 KO) in a world-title eliminator recently 
ordered if both camps agree to the fight.

Gvozdyk landed 116 of 250 punches (45 percent) to 
Gonzalez’s 26 of 165 (16 percent).

At the MGM National Harbor in Oxon Hill, Md., on April 8 are the three professional Ukrainian boxers who 
fought that evening (from left): Oleksandr Usyk, Vasyl Lomachenko and Oleksandr Gvozdyk.

112.ua

The Ukrainian National Association Inc.
will host a presentation by

“Wellness and Nutrition 
as a Means to Healthy Longevity”

Dr. Petrusia G. Kotlar

Dr. Kotlar, chiropractor,  is a well-known alternative health care provider 
practicing for 33 years.  Her holistic wellness practice in NYC encompasses 
spinal health, nutrition, exercise and apitherapy.  As part of her continuing 
education studies, Dr. Kotlar has completed coursework on Nutritional Pro-
tocols for Daily Living, Principles of Digestion, and Fundamentals of Herbal 
Therapy in Endocrinology and Cardiac Health, among others.

Saturday, April 22, 2017, at 2:00 p.m.
at St Michael Ukrainian Catholic Church Hall, 
569 George Street, New Haven, CT

Topics to be 
discussed include:

• Alternatives to 
   Chemical Medicine

• Ethno-nutrition
• Seasonal Eating

• Nutritional Trends 
   in 2017

Admission: 
gratis

Healthy snack 
tasting

Organized by UNA Connecticut District
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tic community.” Therefore, he continued, “A 
stronger defense alliance with Ukraine 
should be our joint response. Improving 
defense capabilities of Ukraine equals 
strengthening the West itself. Providing 
Ukraine with modern equipment, including 
radio-electronic and anti-radar systems, is 
investment in our common security... Today 
our struggle is not only a fight for Ukraine’s 
independence but for the future of the Free 
World. He also cited the fact that “just a few 
days ago, Ukraine and Canada signed a 
defense cooperation agreement that sets a 
framework for joint research and produc-
tion – the right step in the right direction, in 
the right time, in the right place.” 
(Ukrainian Canadian Congress Daily 
Briefing)

EuroParliament OKs visa-free travel 

BRUSSELS – The European Parliament 
has approved visa liberalization for 
Ukraine, a crucial step toward enabling 
Ukrainians to travel to the European Union 
without obtaining visas. The measure 
passed on April 6 by a vote of 521 to 75, 
with 36 EU lawmakers abstaining. EU 
member states must also approve visa lib-
eralization for Ukraine before the measure 
enters into force. Ambassadors represent-
ing the 28 EU member states are expected 

to approve the deal when they meet in 
Brussels on April 26, and EU sources have 
told RFE/RL that EU ministers are expected 
to rubber-stamp the decision on May 11. 
The deal would be sealed in a signing cere-
mony expected shortly after that. 
Diplomats have expressed hope that the 
visa-free regime will enter into force in 
mid-June. The decision will apply to all 
Ukrainian citizens who have biometric 
passports, including residents of the areas 
of eastern Ukraine controlled by Russia-
backed separatists and of Crimea, the 
Ukrainian region that Russia illegally 
annexed in 2014. Many in Ukraine, which 
saw Russia seize Crimea in 2014 and has 
been mired in a deadly conflict with Russia-
backed separatists in the east for three 
years, see the visa deal as a symbol of clos-
er ties to the EU. Ukrainian citizens who 
have biometric passports will be able to 
enter most EU member states for up to 90 
days during any 180-day period. Visa-free 
travel to the EU for citizens of Georgia, 
another former Soviet republic under pres-
sure from Russia, began on March 28. 
(RFE/RL, with reporting by Rikard Jozwiak 
in Brussels)

Tornado Battalion verdicts to be appealed 

KYIV – Ukrainian prosecutors and 
defense lawyers have both vowed to appeal 
the verdicts and prison sentences handed 
down to former members of the disbanded 
Tornado battalion. On April 7, a court in 

Kyiv convicted 12 former battalion mem-
bers of committing crimes including beat-
ings, torture and sexual assault against resi-
dents in the eastern Luhansk region in 
early 2015. Eight defendants were sen-
tenced to prison terms ranging from eight 
to 11 years, and four were handed sus-
pended five-year terms. After a trial that 
lasted over a year, both sides are dissatis-
fied with the rulings. Prosecutors say the 
sentences were too mild, while the defense 
contends they were too harsh. The investi-
gation was launched after the battalion was 
disbanded following allegations that mem-
bers were illegally incarcerating and tortur-
ing residents in the Luhansk region, where 
government forces have been fighting 
Russia-backed separatists since 2014. 
(Crimean Desk, RFE/RL’s Ukrainian 
Service)

Ukraine rejects call to lift entry ban 

KYIV – Ukraine has strongly rejected 
calls from the organizers of the Eurovision 
Song Contest for Kyiv to lift an entry ban on 
Russia’s entry in this year’s competition. “It 
is unprecedented and unacceptable to 
demand such extraordinary decisions from 
Ukraine for the sake of Russia,” Deputy 
Prime Minister Vyacheslav Kyrylenko said 
in a radio interview that he posted on his 
Twitter account on April 1. Mr. Kyrylenko 
also reiterated that Russia can take part in 
Eurovision in Kyiv “only if their participant 
is someone who has not violated Ukrainian 
law.” The comments came after the 
European Broadcasting Union (EBU) urged 
Ukrainian Prime Minister Volodymyr 
Groysman to lift the “unacceptable” ban on 
the Russian singer. In a letter to Mr. 
Groysman on March 31, EBU head Ingrid 
Deltenre warned that “several” unspecified 
countries have said they would consider 
boycotting the competition in Ukraine if 
Kyiv insists on barring Russia’s entry. She 
also warned that Ukraine’s public broad-
caster UAPBC “might be excluded from 
future events.” Russia selected singer Yulia 
Samoilova as its contestant earlier this 
month. But Ukraine says she is barred from 
entering the country because she violated 
Ukrainian law by performing in Crimea in 
2015. Russia illegally annexed the 
Ukrainian peninsula in 2014. Russia 
slammed Kyiv’s ban, saying Ukraine has “a 
regime infected with Russophobic para-
noia.” On March 24, Russia rejected a com-
promise offered by the EBU under which 
Ms. Samoilova would have been allowed to 
compete via satellite link. Ukraine won the 
right to host the Eurovision contest, the 
final of which is set for May 13, by winning 
last year with its entry, a song by Crimean 
Tatar performer Jamala about the 1944 
deportation of Crimean Tatars by Soviet 
dictator Joseph Stalin. (RFE/RL, with 
reporting by AFP and Interfax)

Poroshenko appoints Gaidar as adviser

KYIV – Ukrainian President Petro 
Poroshenko has appointed Maria Gaidar, a 
former politician and activist in Russia, as 
an adviser. Mr. Poroshenko’s March 28 
decree on Ms. Gaidar’s appointment was 
posted on his website on April 5. Ms. 
Gaidar, 34, is the daughter of the late Yegor 
Gaidar, an economic reformer who was act-
ing prime minister under Russian 
President Boris Yeltsin in 1992. Ms. Gaidar 
is a lawmaker in Ukraine’s Odesa region, 
where she served as acting deputy gover-
nor from July 2015 to May 2016. She 
obtained Ukrainian citizenship in 2015. She 
resigned as deputy governor in May 2016 
after a new law barring regional lawmakers 
from simultaneously holding state posts 
took effect, but she remained in the oblast 
administration as an adviser to then-Gover-
nor Mikheil Saakashvili. Ms. Gaidar, a vocal 
critic of Russian President Vladimir Putin, 
is a former deputy governor of Russia’s 
Kirov region. (RFE/RL, based on reporting 
by UNIAN and TASS)

Ban of Mejlis challenged in court

OTTAWA – The Kharkiv Human Rights 
Protection Group (KHPG) reported that 
“Russia’s ban on the Crimean Tatar Mejlis 
has been formally challenged at the 
European Court of Human Rights, with the 
Mejlis represented by prominent Ukrainian 
and Russian human rights groups and the 
European Human Rights Advocacy Center 
[EHRAC].” Russia’s ban on the self-govern-
ing body of the indigenous people of 
Crimea, which it called “extremist,” has 
been described as an act of war against the 
entire Crimean Tatar people and interna-
tionally condemned. “Mere expressions of 
indignation are, however, insufficient, when 
Mejlis leaders have been banished from 
their homeland, jailed or facing criminal 
charges for opposing annexation,” the 
KHPG noted. “The Mejlis has therefore 
turned to the court in Strasbourg, citing a 
number of rights which Russia’s ban vio-
lates.” The Mejlis and its leaders will be rep-
resented by the British-based EHRAC, the 
Ukrainian Helsinki Human Rights Union 
and the Russian Memorial Human Rights 
Center, which have considerable experience 
in successfully representing applicants 
before the court. The KHPG further report-
ed that the Mejlis will be arguing that its 
designation as an extremist organization 
and the suspension of its activities is a vio-
lation of the right to freedom of association, 
under Article 11 of the European 
Convention on Human Rights (ECHR); and 
that it has been banned – and its members 
persecuted – to punish them for their polit-
ical position (in violation of Article 18). 
They also complain that Russian courts dis-

(Continued on page 13)

(Continued from page 2)
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The Shevchenko Scientifi c Society 
invites its members to participate in the 

Society’s Annual Meeting with Reports, 
which is scheduled for 

Saturday, May 20, 2017 at 3:00 p.m. 

Preceding the Annual Meeting there will be 
meetings of the Scholarly Sections from 2:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m.  

A reception will follow the Annual Meeting.  

The program will take place at the Society’s building, 
63 Fourth Ave. (between 9th and 10th Streets), New York City 

For additional information please call (212) 254-5130.

PROFESSIONALS

TO PLACE YOUR AD CALL WALTER HONCHARYk (973) 292-9800 x3040
or e-mail adukr@optonline.net

SERVICES

OPPORTUNITIES

Earn Extra incomE!
The Ukrainian Weekly is looking 

for advertising sales agents.
For additional information contact  

Walter Honcharyk, Advertising Manager,  
The Ukrainian Weekly, 973-292-9800, ext 3040.

FOR SALE

Run your advertisement here, 
in The Ukrainian Weekly’s 

CLASSIFIEDS section.

The UKRAINIAN MUSEUM in NEW YORK is seeking assistant director.
For further information please visit:

http://www.ukrainianmuseum.org/temp/job_asstdir.pdf

Ukrainian Sport Museum and Hall of Fame 
60 N Je� erson Rd., Whippany, NJ 07981

is open every Saturday and Sunday from 
12 noon to 6 pm. We can also do group showings 
by special appointments by calling 973-919-1322

For sale in Rutherford, NJ 
Gracious Georgian Colonial, side-
by-side duplex. Each unit has a 
modern kitchen, LR, DR, half bath, 
sun porch. 2nd � oor 6 BR, 3 BA. 
One attic � nished, could be used 
as an o�  ce or children’s play room. 
Excellent commute to NYC, only two 
blocks to train or bus. Price $600,000. 

Call Irene, 973-634-0657.
Seller is a licensed real estate agent. 
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regarded their status as a representative 
body of the indigenous people of Crimea, 
violating the prohibition of discrimination 
(Article 14). They further allege that they 
did not have access to a fair trial (Article 6), 
and they could not have anticipated that 
their activities would be in violation of anti-
extremist legislation (Article 7). The KHPG 
noted: “The Mejlis made its opposition to 
Russian occupation of Crimea clear from 
the outset, and the repressive measures 
began soon after it called on all Crimeans to 
boycott Russia’s pseudo-referendum on 
March 16, 2014.” (Ukrainian Canadian 
Congress Daily Briefing)

Belarus expels evangelical activists 

MINSK – Three Ukrainian Evangelical 
Christian activists who served 15 days in a 
Belarusian jail are being deported to 
Ukraine. Ukraine’s consul in Minsk, 
Oleksandr Novosyolov, told RFE/RL that 
Ukrainian nationals Vladyslav Yermolov, 
Leonid Nemerchuk and Ashot Sarkisian 
were released from custody on April 6 and 
were set to be expelled the same day. They 
were detained in Minsk on March 22 and 
sentenced to 15 days in jail after a court con-
victed them of swearing in public. The law-
yer of a Protestant Christian group in Minsk, 
Syarhey Lukanin, said the conviction was 
obtained on the strength of false testimony. 
The three were detained on the same day 
they had planned to conduct public Bible 
studies in Minsk. (RFE/RL’s Belarus Service)

(Continued from page 12)
NEWSBRIEFS

Ділимося сумною вісткою, 
що 15 лютого 2017 року відійшла у вічність 

наша Мама, Бабця, і Сестра, 

св. п. 
Галина (Аля) з Лозинських Харук 

народжена 6 квітня 1931р в Перемишлі,
дружина покійного д-ра Петра Харука.

Як громадська діячка в Чікаґо, була довголітньою членкинею 
Союзу Українок Америки, та активною парафіянкою Української 
католицької церкви св. Йосифа Обручника в Чікаґо.

Залишила у глибокому смутку:
доню - Анетку з чоловіком д-ром Олесьом Ковблянським
сина - д-ра Юрка з дружиною Катрусею
внуків - Адріяну і Андрія Ковблянських
  - Петрусика Харука
сестру - д-ра Нусю з Лозинських Целевич, з донею Діяною 

     і сином Адріяном

Вічна Їй пам’ять!
Пожертви в пам’ять Покійної можна складати на Український 
Католицький Університет, 

UCEF, 2247 W. Chicago Ave., Chicago, IL 60622

We are sending sad news that on April 6th, 2017, 

Anna Witenko 
passed away at the age of 92. 

She was born on February 21, 1925 in New York, New York 
and was residing in New Milford, Connecticut with her husband, 
Philip Witenko, 88 years old.  Her parents both immigrated here from 
Ukraine. Anna is also survived by four daughters: Arlene Rhodes, 
Darcy Witenko, Patricia Zenk and Kathy Valentine, 8 grandchildren 
and 6 great-grandchildren. 

May her memory be eternal.

The calls of some representatives of the 
European Union for direct dialogue 
between the Ukrainian government and 
representatives of the terrorist groups 
“DPR” and “LPR,” as well as on holding elec-
tions first, before restoring Ukraine’s con-
trol over its border, is deeply troubling to 
patriotic citizens, military personnel and 
participants of the Revolution of Dignity. 
This is exploited by the Kremlin, which 
reacts according to its main hybrid war 
paradigm – create discontent in society.

If we look for points of heightened dis-
content in Ukraine itself, we note a certain 
cyclical synchronicity among manifesta-
tions of social protests, political crises, 
information dumps, anti-corruption scan-
dals and increased acts of aggression at the 
war front. This has happened five times in 
the last two years. We can expect more of 
the same in 2017.

To stop Russia’s destabilization plan, 
Ukrainian authorities should:

1. Resume their dialogue with the 
nation, first and foremost with the most 
active part of society, which took part in the 
Euro-Maidan and the anti-terrorist opera-
tion (ATO). By their own actions, they have 
demonstrated their commitment to inde-
pendence and democracy. Doors to govern-
ment offices should be open to them. If the 
authorities were to re-engage and work 
with civil society, positive change would be 
irreversible and the following two points 
would be fully realized.

2. Remove Russia’s agents of influence 
from the economic, political and informa-
tion spheres. It is naïve to speak of reform 
while the oligarchic pro-Russian mafia con-
tinues as a major player in Ukraine.

3. Continue the course of unpopular but 
necessary reforms in Ukraine. Polls and slo-
ganeering from oligarch-controlled media 
channels should not factor into these diffi-
cult decisions.

In its existential struggle with the 
Kremlin, Ukraine needs the full support of 
the West. Our state is a shield and a spear 
in defense of the civilized world. We must 
do everything so that the shield is strong 
and the spear tip is sharp. 

The West should stem the influence of 
marginal populists who delight in trumpet-
ing themes of anti-corruption. Instead they 
should focus on the fundamentals: human 
rights, transparency, equal opportunities 
and freedom of expression – these values 
are for us holy and inviolable. The govern-
ment is trying to comply with all democratic 
norms to ensure freedom of speech because 
it is an extremely important achievement of 
the Revolution of Dignity and part of the 
political culture of Ukrainian society. On the 
other hand, the difficult economic circum-
stances and Russia’s undeclared war against 
Ukraine compels a more critical look at the 

role of media that trumpets pro-Putin and 
anti-Western rhetoric. Indeed, media free-
doms often are manipulated by pro-Russian 
oligarchs, who are preventing Ukrainian 
authorities from dealing effectively with dis-
information, fake news and returning prop-
erty stolen by the Yanukovych regime, and 
finally prosecuting those who resort to sedi-
tion and subversion to undermine our 
country.

In Ukraine we do have major problems 
with corruption, in place since the Soviet 
years and well over 20 years since indepen-
dence. We all understand this, and each of us 

is engaged in the fight against corruption. 
We all are impatient with our government 
and Parliament. However, it is impossible to 
demand that Ukraine immediately stop cor-
rupt practices and enter an ideal state. In a 
brief period one can only destroy. Profound 
economic and political reforms take time. 
There is an immense difference between 
home-grown corruption and the fight 
against the Russian oligarchs’ mafia in 
Ukraine. The first can and will be eliminated 
through reforms. The latter is a foreign enti-
ty that can only be eradicated. It should be 
understood that the fight against corruption 
cannot and must not question the existence 
of the Ukrainian state itself. This is Putin’s 
end goal in his disinformation campaign.

Many civic organizations, and members 
of Parliament and the administration on all 
levels from the national government to the 
village council, have committed themselves 
to these ends. And, thousands of Ukraine’s 
best young men and women have given 
their lives or have been maimed and crip-
pled in fighting for these goals. What is dif-
ficult to communicate to you here in 
Washington is the undercurrent in society, 
a kind of positive tension that is inspiring 
millions of Ukrainian citizens who are 
determined not to allow the gains made on 
the Maidan to wither away. They are join-
ing the military or providing support for 
our fighting men and women on the front-
lines, helping wounded veterans and mili-
tary service members’ families, or assisting 
nearly 2 million internal war refugees. 
Others are actively engaged in civic organi-
zations monitoring government operations 
from the village level to the national gov-
ernment, advocating for progressive 
causes, implementing reforms, fighting cor-
ruption, and identifying and confronting 
acts of sedition and subversion. 

One such organized movement is Free 
People – a politically non-partisan nation-
wide organization founded in April 2013. 

(Continued from page 8)

Same goals... During the Revolution of Dignity, activists 
from Free People formed the 14th, 15th 
and 35th companies of Self-Defense 
Maidan. Members joined National Guard 
battalions from the moment of Russian mil-
itary aggression. Others formed volunteer 
units to provide badly needed supplies to 
troops on the frontlines. For nearly three 
years, Free People and many, many other 
organizations like it are working on these 
two fronts: in the ranks of our military or 
supporting our troops.

I am referring to Free People as an exam-
ple in explaining the way forward because I 

am also its chairman. There are many other 
excellent civic organizations and move-
ments with which we work and coordinate 
activities. And, from my position in 
Parliament as chair of the subcommittee on 
national security and as immediate past 
deputy head of the Ukrainian Security 
Service, I and my fellow members in Free 
People and like-minded organizations have 
extensive relationships with thousands of 
dedicated and patriotic government officials 
and workers throughout the country, many 
of whom belong to this or other similar 
organizations. I am sharing this with you by 
way of explanation and not as self-praise, 
for many of our friends in the West do not 
fully understand or appreciate the extent 
and depth of civic activism and the strength 
of our civil society. Again, Free People is but 
one of many such organizations.

In addition to the aforementioned, today 

Free People is also deeply involved in the 
processes of de-occupation: stopping and 
preventing Moscow from meddling in our 
internal affairs.

Our movement is initiating a national 
roundtable, “Unity for Victory,” on the 
Memorial Day for the Heavenly Hundred, 
February 20. We are calling on the leaders 
of the national patriotic parties to unite on 
behalf of securing the promise of the 
Revolution of Dignity. 

Leaders of the Petro Poroshenko Bloc, 
National Front, Batkivshchyna, Radical 
Party and Samopomich should stop the dis-
cord among them and return to the coali-
tion European Ukraine of 2014. Together 
with civil society, they need to agree on 
strategic goals for the country’s develop-
ment. In doing so, they also must reject 
populist politicking and dirty tricks, such as 
exploiting people’s hardships and manipu-
lating their fears for political purposes.

We have determined that, since the 
Euro-Maidan victory, many political crises 
have been provoked or staged by the 
Kremlin’s meddling. Putin’s revanchist plan 
is to trigger early parliamentary elections 
to restore a subservient regime in Kyiv. This 
is why politics as usual is so very danger-
ous at this critical time.

A platform representing 15 main objec-
tives has been developed for the national 
roundtable to consider. They encompass 
and update the key points of the coalition 
agreement European Ukraine, and include 
those noted earlier in my remarks.

We believe that our national patriotic 
parties will unite and work together for the 
good of Ukraine. With God’s blessings and 
America’s help, and that of all freedom-lov-
ing countries, the Ukrainian people will 
prevail in securing a bright future for them-
selves and their children.

Glory to America and to Ukraine.
God Bless America and Ukraine.

In its existential struggle with the Kremlin, 
Ukraine needs the full support of the West. 
Our state is a shield and a spear in defense of the 
civilized world. We must do everything so that the 
shield is strong and the spear tip is sharp. 
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New Jersey Plast sorority sends gifts to Ukraine
by Oksana Stanko

WHIPPANY, N.J. – In the fall of 2016, the 
New Jersey branch of the Plast sorority “Ti, 
Shcho Hrebli Rvut,” planned a project to 
assist the children of Plast members who 
were injured or died in the anti-terrorist 
operation (ATO) in eastern Ukraine. 

The plan came to fruition in November 
when a 17-pound package containing win-
ter hats, gloves and scarves, generously 
donated by the sorority members, was sent 
by air to Ukraine. Funds to defray the cost 
of shipping the package were collected 
from a “vechirka,” or dance, held by the 
“Hrebli” for the youth of the metropolitan 
area at the Ukrainian American Cultural 
Center in Whippany, N.J., on April 16, 2016. 

The package was delivered into the very 
capable hands of a sister sorority member 
in the city of Chernivtsi, Ukraine, Lesia 

Fedorenko. The plan was to locate the chil-
dren of Plast members and give them these 
items of clothing just in time for the Feast 
of St. Nicholas, celebrated on December 19 
in Ukraine. 

Ms. Fedorenko went far beyond what 
“Hrebli” in the United States could have 
imagined. Assisting her was a young Plast 
scout, a candidate for entry into the sorori-
ty, Nastia Verbinska, who prepared beauti-
ful Christmas cards for the children. Ms. 
Fedorenko wrote very touching personal-
ized letters from St. Nicholas to be given to 
each and every child receiving a gift. Each 
child or family of children also received a 
book, “Lehenda pro Kiborha,” (Legend of 
the Cyborg) generously donated by the 
author, Ivan Diachuk. Ms. Fedorenko also 
developed a network of very reliable couri-
ers who hand delivered the gifts to the chil-
dren in various cities in Ukraine.

ПЛЕМ’Я ПЛАСТУНОК  „ПЕРШІ СТЕЖІ“
влаштовує

„ДЕННИЙ ТАБІР ПТАШАТ ПРИ ПЛАСТІ“
     для дітей від 4 до 6 років, які володіють 

(розуміють і розмовляють) українською мовою

   • Дитині має виповнитися 4 роки до 31 серпня 2017 р. Вийнятків немає. 
   • Дитина мусить мати усі приписані щеплення.
   • Дитина, яка склала Заяву Вступу до новацтва, не може брати участи в таборaх для Пташат.

 Табір відбудеться на Союзівці  у двох групах:
• від неділі 25 червня до суботи 1 липня 2017 р.
• від неділі 2 липня до суботи 8 липня 2017 р.

У справі кімнат просимо порозуміватися прямо з Адміністрацією Союзівки:
SOYUZIVKA, P. O. Box 529, 216 Foordmore Road, Kerhonkson, NY 12446

                         (845) 626-5641;  www. Soyuzivka.com;  Fax: 845-626-4638

• Tаборова оплата: $150.00 ($20.00 незворотні); оплата за два тижні 290.00 дол.
• Зголошення і таборову оплату (чек виписаний на Plast – Pershi Stezhi) надсилати до: 

 Mrs. Oresta Fedyniak, 2626 W. Walton Ave., Chicago, IL 60622
                       Tel.: 773 486-0394 (від 8:00 до 10:00 ранку)

• Реченець зголошень: 30 травня 2017 р.  • Після реченця зголошень не приймаємо.
• Лікарську посвідку НЕ пересилати з анкетою зголошення. Просимо передати при       
   реєстрації.

КАРТА ЗГОЛОШЕННЯ НА ТАБІР ПТАШАТ-2017
Ім’я і прізвище дитини ....................................................................................................................

                        по-українськи і по-англійськи

Дата народження ...............................................................................................................................
Адреса ....................................................................................................................................................
Телефон .................................................... E-mail ..............................................................................

     Просимо залучити посвідку дати народження дитини, яку вписуєтe на табір перший раз
     ☐ від 25 червня до 1 липня 2017 р.  ☐ від 2 липня до 8 липня 2017 р.
     Величина таборової сорочинки дитини: ☐ 6-8,  ☐10-12,    ☐14-16.
     ☐ Залучую чек на суму $..............           ☐ Резервую кімнату на Союзівці

................................................................................................................................................................
ім’я і прізвище матері (подати дівоче прізвище)

Завваги ................................................................................................................................................
................................................................................................................................................................
................................................................................................................................................................
 ...............................................................................................................Підпис батька або матері

 COMMUNITY CHRONICLE

In total, 34 children from eight cities 
across Ukraine received warm winter hats, 
gloves and scarves. The cities included Lviv, 
Ternopil, Kyiv, Kamianets-Podilskyi, 
Kropyvnytskyi, Kolomiya, as well as 
Severodonetsk (Luhansk region) and 
Avdiyivka (Donetsk region), where recent 
fighting has occurred. 

Some children were orphans, some had 
lost one parent, others had a severely 
injured parent as a result of their service in 
the ATO. It was heartwarming to receive 
photos of these children and to see their 
beautiful smiles, wearing their new items 
of clothing.

This was truly a lovely example of a suc-
cessful project executed together by Plast 
Ukrainian Scouting Organization’s “Ti, 
Shcho Hrebli Rvut” sorority in both the 
United States and Ukraine. 

Children in Lviv with their gifts from St. Nicholas.

Children in Kyiv (above and below) with 
the gifts they received from St. Nicholas.
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UCCA’s New York city branch hosts war correspondent Sergei Loiko
UCCA

NEW YORK – On Monday, March 13, the United 
Ukrainian American Organizations of New York, the New 
York City branch of the Ukrainian Congress Committee of 
America (UCCA), hosted an evening discussion with Sergei 
Loiko, renowned journalist, war correspondent and author. 
Speaking to a packed audience, Mr. Loiko presented his 
novel “Airport,” a fictionalized account of the four days 
when he was imbedded with the Ukrainian “Cyborgs” dur-
ing the 2014 Donetsk Airport siege. 

Mr. Loiko, who has been to 25 warzones, began his com-
ments by stating that being in Donetsk was different than 
any other warzone he had been to because this war “is built 
on lies” spread by Russian television. Although his book is a 
fictionalized account, Loiko underscored that it is based on 
what he witnessed while spending four days with the 
Cyborgs, and that many of the book’s characters and plot 
lines were inspired by the people he met and events he per-
sonally experienced. In describing his book he noted that 
he needed a thread that would tie all his vignettes together, 
and since he himself is a journalist, he used a journalist as 
the character that connected the various events together.

Accompanying his presentation, Mr. Loiko screened a 
montage of pictures, with a soundtrack by Svyatoslav 
Vakarchuk, that he shot during his time at the Donetsk 
Airport – some of the fiercest fighting between Ukrainian 
government troops and Russian separatists. Captured 
through the camera lens, Mr. Loiko’s images communicated 
not only the horrors of the war but also the heart-wrench-
ing human side of the soldiers in battle.

Mr. Loiko then asked Alexander Cigale, one of the top 
American translators of poetry, whose work has appeared 
in many prestigious literary journals and who translated 
his book from Russian to English, to read an excerpt from 
the novel “Airport.”

In his closing remarks, Mr. Loiko explained that he want-
ed to have his book translated into English because that 
will greatly benefit English-language readers by informing 
them about the complexities of the ongoing conflict in the 
heart of Europe. He concluded by stating that, in addition 
to wanting to create awareness about the Russian-
Ukrainian war and the Donetsk airport siege in particular, 

he wanted to commemorate the heroism of the Ukrainian 
Cyborgs who defended the airport.

Ukrainian language copies of Mr. Loiko’s novel “Airport” 
may be purchased at the UCCA National Office. To purchase 
a copy, send a check or money order made out to “UCCA NYC 
Branch,” with a note in the Memo stating “Airport,” in the 
amount of $25 (includes shipping and handling) to: UCCA 
National Office, 203 Second Ave., New York, NY 10003.

 COMMUNITY CHRONICLE

Ivanka Zajac, president of the New York branch of the 
Ukrainian Congress Committee of America, and war 

correspondent Sergei Loiko.

Sergei Loiko speaks before his photo presentation.

Irene Rejent Saviano

JENKINTOWN, Pa. – The “Orden Khrestonostsiv” Plast fraternity held its meeting on March 18 in the Philadelphia 
area. Approximately 30 members from the United States and Canada attended the event, which was chaired by Alex 
Labunka, the leader, or “velykyi mayster,” of the young adult and senior units of the fraternity. Attendees received 
greetings from members in Canada and Ukraine, heard reports on activities of the units and individual members, 
discussed and planned further educational activities, heard a presentation on heraldry by Jurij Zajac and accepted 
several candidates into their fraternity. Attendees unanimously voted to continue their support of the Ukrainian Catholic 
University as well as to assist wounded soldiers from Ukraine.

– Roman Juzeniw

Vsevolod Onyshkevych

“Khrestonostsi” fraternity of Plast meets

Orphans’ Aid Society
extends best wishes for a Blessed Easter

to our Members, Benefactors, Supporters and the Ukrainian Community

Christ Is Risen!                  He Truly Has Risen!
                          

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
www.oasukraine.org • oasnyo@gmail.com

percent) that the largest number of people believed such 
normalization was possible.  The percentage in the south 
(42 percent) who shared that positive assessment was 
lower even than in the west (43 percent). 

It is perhaps significant that Russia continues to speak 
of conflict in the southeast of Ukraine, although the fight-
ing has remained in the eastern Donetsk and Luhansk 
oblasts.  This was not for lack of Russian efforts to fuel 
similar conflict in Kharkiv and Odesa. And, in his speech 
on April 17, 2014, Vladimir Putin called three eastern 
oblasts (Donetsk, Luhansk and Kharkiv) and three south-
ern (Kherson, Mykolayiv and Odesa) “Novorossiya.” His 
claim that they had not been part of Ukraine in tsarist 
times and that it was incomprehensible why they had 
been viewed as part of the republic during the Soviet peri-
od was viewed by many as a chilling indication of how 
much Mr. Putin was hoping to occupy.  

The May 2 Group in Odesa has repeatedly suggested 
that the tragic disturbances and fire on May 2, 2014, acted 
as a wake-up call to many Odesa residents and prevented 
Odesa from following the scenario in the Donbas. At least 
one of the anti-Maidan activists involved in the events 
before and on May 2 stated that they received money 
from Russia, and there is considerable evidence of direct 
meddling, including by a top Putin adviser, Sergei Glazyev.

There have been several developments in Kherson 
Oblast, which borders directly on Crimea, which suggest 
direct attempts to destabilize the situation there also. 

The article above was originally published on the infor-
mation website of the Kharkiv Human Rights Protection 
Group (KHPG.org).

(Continued from page 7)

Putin must go...
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2017 Spring-Easter Catalog
is available now!

to order a copy, see: www.yevshan.com
or call: 1-800-265-9858

PARSIPPANY, N.J. – Cinematographer 
Andrij Parekh’s latest work is showcased in 
the film “The Zookeeper’s Wife,” that has 
opened in theaters nationwide. The film, 
set during the second world war, showcas-
es Mr. Parekh’s talents behind the camera 
lens. 

The film stars Jessica Chastain as 
Antonina Zabrinski and John Heldenbergh 
as Jan Zabrinski, two keepers of the 
Warsaw Zoo who aid in the protection of 
primarily Jewish people from the invading 
Nazis in addition to the animals of the zoo.

Mr. Parekh is of Ukrainian-Indian 
descent, and his mother, Lesya Parekh, 
resides in Minnesota. He is a 2001 graduate 
of the Tisch School of the Arts at New York 
University and the FAMU film school in 
Prague. His latest works includes the 2015 
film “Mississippi Grind” and the 2014 film 
“Madame Bovary.”

 “The Zookeeper’s Wife” is rated PG-13 
and in its opening weekend, on March 31, 
earned more than $3 million. It won the 
Truly Moving Picture Award at the 2017 
Heartland Film Festival. 

Mr. Parekh is wrapping up work on a 
drama, “The Catcher Was a Spy,” starring 

Paul Rudd as major league baseball player 
Moe Berg, who lives a double life working 
for the Office of Strategic Services. Mr. 
Parekh is also working on several television 
series and made-for-television movies. For 
more information, readers may visit Mr. 
Parekh’s website, www.andrijparekh.com.

Andrij Parekh behind the lens
in “The Zookeeper’s Wife”

Andrij Parekh
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For updates and events announcements please follow us on Facebook 
https://m.facebook.com/uabpassociation/

For membership information please visit our website: www.uabpa.org
Contact us at: info@uabpa.org

Ukrainian American Business 
and Professionals Association 

is wishing 

Happy Easter
to its members, supporters 

and the whole Ukrainian community 

Christ is Risen!
Indeed He is Risen!

In many ways, Mr. Eidman suggests, “the 
situation is like the development of cancer. 
The tumor (the Putin corporation) is so 
large that it is impossible to remove with-
out harm to the healthy part of the organ-
ism. The infected (the West) is afraid of this 
and is refusing to have an operation.”

“But if the surgery is put off forever, the 
tumor will spread to the point that the life 
of the victim will be at risk. And then those 
ill from it will simply die.” The West needs 
to recognize this and to recognize that Mr. 

Putin is using his “dirty money” not only to 
affect the political systems of Western 
countries but also their economies.

Moreover, the West needs to recognize 
something else: Even in those relatively few 
cases where the Russian money involved is 
not dirty to begin with – it may have flowed 
out in completely legal ways – it has been 
hijacked by the Kremlin and put to crimi-
nally dangerous political use. 

Consequently, Mr. Eidman concludes, 
“the capital and influence of Russian 
bureaucrats and oligarchs must be surgi-
cally removed from Western society. 
Otherwise, the metastasizing of Putinism 
will not stop.”

(Continued from page 6)

Putin’s ‘secret weapon’...

To have your festival listed  
in “A Ukrainian Summer,” our special issue to be 

published on May 7, send information on date, venue 
and whom to contact for more information (for example: July 

14-16, Ukrainian Cultural Festival, Soyuzivka Heritage Center, 
Kerhonkson, NY, 845-626-5641 or www.soyuzivka.com) to: 

m d u b a s @ u k r w e e k l y. c o m . 
DEADLINE for submissions to be included in our festival listing: 

APRIL  27.

C
hr

is
tin

e 
Sy

zo
ne

nk
o

    
   A

TTENTIO
N,

 FESTIVAL 
ORGANIZERS!
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April 19 “Jewish Ludmir: Book Launch and Symposium,” Harvard
Cambridge, MA University, www.huri.harvard.edu or 617-495-4053

April 19 Presentation by Alina Polyakova, “The Kremlin’s Trojan Horses?:
Stanford, CA  Russia and the European Far Right,” Stanford University,
 www.creees.stanford.edu or magdafb@stanford.edu

April 20 Combined choir concert under the direction of Michael
Rochester, NY Zaugg, “Resurrection: Music From the Resurrectional
 Divine Liturgy,” St. Michael Roman Catholic Church, 
 www.resurrectionalliturgy.com

April 20 Presentation by Viktoriya Sereda, “Region, Nation and 
Stanford, CA Beyond: Mapping Identity Shifts in the Aftermath of the 
 Euromaidan,” Stanford University,
 creeesinfo@stanford.edu or 650-725-2563

April 21 Combined choir concert under the direction of Michael
Philadelphia Zaugg, “Resurrection: Music From the Resurrectional
 Divine Liturgy,” Immaculate Conception Ukrainian Catholic
 Cathedral, www.resurrectionalliturgy.com

April 22 Combined choir concert under the direction of Michael
New York Zaugg, “Resurrection: Music From the Resurrectional
 Divine Liturgy,” St. Francis Xavier Roman Catholic Church,
 www.resurrectionalliturgy.com

April 22 Literary evening with Serhiy Zhadan and Friends, 
New York Yara Arts Group, The Ukrainian Museum, 212-228-0110 
 or www.ukrainianmuseum.org

April 22 Concert “We are With You, Ukraine,” with Iryna Lonchyna
New York to benefit soldiers in Ukraine, St. George Academy,
 347-523-1226

April 22 Presentation by Dr. Petrusia G. Kotlar, “Wellness and 
New Haven, CT Nutrition as a Means to Healthy Longevity,” Ukrainian 
 National Association, St. Michael Ukrainian Catholic 
 Church hall, www.ukrainiannationalassociation.org

April 27 Literary event with Roman Osminkin, Pavel Arseniev and
Stanford, CA Serhiy Zhadan, “The Powerlessness of Language: How to
 Write Poetry in Times of Crisis,” Stanford University, 
 mguttenbeil@stanford.edu or 650-723-4438

April 27 Exhibit and presentation of Ukrainian American Lemko 
Whippany, NJ artist Nicholas Bervinchak, Carpe Diem Club, Ukrainian 
 American Cultural Center of New Jersey, 973-590-8026 
 or aceuaccnj@gmail.com

April 27-30 Film festival, The Ukrainian Museum, 212-228-0110 or 
New York www.ukrainianmuseum.org

April 28 Literary evening with poet Serhiy Zhadan, Ukrainian Institute
Chicago of Modern Art, www.uima-chicago.org or 773-227-5522

April 29 90th birthday celebration of Taissa Bohdanska, 
Irvington, NJ Ukrainian Music Institute of America, funds collected will
 go toward humanitarian assistance in Ukraine, Ukrainian
 Community Center, 917-747-7996 or bohdanska90@gmail.com

April 29 Volleyball tournament, Ukrainian American Youth 
Yonkers, NY Association, roman.kozicky@gmail.com or  914-589-2078

April 29 Casino Night fund-raiser, St. Nicholas Ukrainian Catholic 
Passaic, NJ School, 201-965-7147

April 29 Spring Fling dance, with music by Zvook, Ukrainian 
Passaic, NJ Center, 973-473-3379 or ukrainiancenter@gmail.com

April 30 Presentation by David Kramer, Ukrainian Institute of 
Chicago Modern Art, info@uima-chicago.org

April 30 Charity event, “Night at the Races,” Ukrainian Canadian
Ottawa Professionals and Business Association, Rideau
 Carleton Raceway and Slots, www.ucpbaottawa.ca

Entries in “Out and About” are listed free of charge. Priority is given to events 
advertised in The Ukrainian Weekly. However, we also welcome submissions 
from all our readers. Items will be published at the discretion of the editors 
and as space allows. Please send e-mail to mdubas@ukrweekly.com.
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Youth Civics and Public Policy Club at Ukrainian Days in Washington

I was St. Princess Olha of Kyiv

by Anastasiya Stolyarchuk
JENKINTOWN, Pa. – On March 8, six 

members of the American-Ukrainian 
Youth Civics and Public Policy Club, a pro-
gram of the Ukrainian Heritage School of 
the Philadelphia area, traveled to Wash-
ington to participate in Ukrainian Days, 
an advocacy event organized by the Ukrai-
nian National Information Service (UNIS) 
of the Ukrainian Congress Committee of 
America (UCCA). 

Our group included Julia Babycheva,  
Anna-Liza Medynska, Adrian Kebuz, Di-
ana Savchyn, Natalie Hrytsay and this 
writer, Anastasiya Stolyarchuk. 

Our first taste of the life of politics in 
Washington was a briefing session about 
the purpose and strategy of Ukrainian 
Days. Presentations by two prominent 
foreign affairs specialists, former U.S. Am-
bassador to Ukraine John E. Herbst (cur-
rently the director of the Dinu Patriciu 
Eurasia Center of the Atlantic Council) 
and Ambassador William Courtney (cur-
rently adjunct senior fellow of the RAND 
Corporation), laid a factual and foreign 
policy-oriented foundation for UNIS Di-
rector Michael Sawkiw’s review of per-
tinent bills that the Ukrainian American 
community is striving to pass through 
Congress. He reviewed the arguments and 
talking points that support them. Sustain-
ing and deepening sanctions against Rus-
sia and the supply of defensive military 
weapons to Ukraine were paramount 
goals. Attorney Eugene Czolij, president 
of the Ukrainian World Congress, also ad-
dressed the advocates in attendance, of-
fering his greetings, and his thoughts and 
suggestions. 

The purpose of Ukrainian Days was to 
advocate immediate action concerning 
the crisis in Ukraine, to develop closer 
communications between the Ukrainian 
American community and members of 
Congress, and to secure economic, mili-
tary, social, humanitarian and political aid 
for our ancestral homeland. 

We traveled with fellow advocates from 
throughout the United States to meet with 
members of Congress and/or their staff-
ers, in order to discuss pending bills and 
resolutions that favor Ukraine. Repre-
sentatives of the Crimean Tatar, Syrian 
American, Baltic and other Central and 
Eastern European nations joined us. Our 
club members travelled with the delega-
tions from Pennsylvania, New York and 
New Jersey. 

The matters that we presented to the 
senators we visited included bills and res-
olutions that, if passed, would ensure that 
Ukraine receives ongoing U.S. assistance; 
that America will not recognize Rus-
sia’s unlawful annexation of Crimea; that 
sanctions against Russia will remain in 
place; that the U.S. condemnation of Rus-
sian hostilities remains part of America’s 
foreign policy; and that America’s part-
nership with Ukraine is reinforced. They 
would also authorize stronger sanctions 
against Russia and defensive military 

weapons assistance for Ukraine. 
Throughout the day, we met with multi-

ple members of both Houses of Congress, 
including Sens. Robert Menendez (D-N.J.), 
Patrick Toomey (R-Pa.), Kirsten Gillibrand 
(D-N.Y.); and Reps. Brendan Boyle (D-
Pa.), Paul Tonko (D-N.Y.), Claudia Tenney 
(D-N.Y.), Carolyn Maloney (D-N.Y.), and 
Rodney Frelinghuysen (R-N..J). We also 
met with the legislative and/or foreign 
policy staffers of Reps. Patrick Meehan 
(R-Pa.,), Brian Fitzpatrick (R-Pa.; co-chair 
of the Congressional Ukrainian Caucus), 
Bill Pascrell (D-N.J.), Matt Cartwright (D-
Pa.) and Ryan Costello (R-Pa.); and Sens. 
Charles Schumer (D-N.Y.), Robert Casey 
(D-Pa.) Cory Booker (D-N.J.). 

Shortly after Ukrainian Days, Sen. Toom-
ey from Pennsylvania, a member of the 
Senate Ukraine Caucus, became an original 
sponsor of S. Res. 100, Condemning Illegal 
Russian Aggression in Ukraine, which urg-
es the president to approve financial and 
military aid to Ukraine and calls on Russia 
to end the occupation of Crimea, to cease 
military aggression in Ukraine and to abide 
by the Minsk II accords. In addition, the 
House Banking Committee, on which Sen. 
Toomey serves, has undertaken hearings 
on tightening financial sanctions against 
Russia. 

The office of our home state’s other 
senator stated that Sen. Casey, also a 
member of the Senate Ukraine Caucus, 
would join Sen. Toomey in co-sponsoring 
and supporting all of the above bills and 
resolutions. 

After a full day of meetings, we attended 
the Friends of UNIS reception, at which we 
heard words from Mr. Sawkiw, Mr. Czolij, 
UCCA President Andrij Futey, Ukraine’s 
Ambassador to the U.S. Valeriy Chaly, Con-
necticut Sen. Chris Murphy, Maryland Rep. 
Andy Harris and Ohio Rep. Marcy Kaptur, 
co-chair of the Congressional Ukrainian 
Caucus. Rep. Kaptur received a Friends of 
UNIS award, while Sen. Murphy received 
the prestigious Shevchenko Freedom 
Award. We, as a group, made it a point to 
introduce ourselves to all of these digni-

by Ruslana Orysia Makar
HARTSDALE, N.Y. – I am a fifth grade stu-

dent at Sacred Heart School in Hartsdale, 
N.Y., in Westchester. My teacher recently 
gave my class an assignment to choose any 
historic hero that changed the world. She 
wanted to make this a “wax museum” 
effect. Since I wanted to share my 
Ukrainian heritage, I decided to select the 
first and only Ukrainian female ruler of 
Ukraine – St. Princess Olha. 

For the assignment, I had to create a 
timeline about the important times of her 
life, write a brief summary and deliver a 
speech based on the summary and timeline 
displayed on a poster board. 

On February 1, the Grade 5 Wax 
Museum was open. We all had to look like 
the historical figures we learned about. To 
make myself resemble St. Princess Olha, I 
wore a green medieval dress with long 
sleeves, a gold crown with crosses, jewels, a 
veil, and a “gerdan” (a hand-beaded neck-
lace that my sister Oriana crafted), and I 
held a wood-carved cross. 

Our classroom was dark. When a visitor 
came to my desk and pressed a “wax muse-
um” button, I put a flashlight under my face 
and recited the life of St. Princess Olha by 
memory. 

This was an excellent and creative 
means to have an opportunity to look like 
someone who made a significant change in 
the world. St. Princess Olha was a revolu-
tionary woman and powerful leader. She 
was the first Ukrainian ruler to accept 
Christianity and introduce the religion to 
Ukraine. It was her grandson, St . 
Volodymyr the Great, who later converted 

all of Ukraine to Christianity in 988. 
I was very proud to teach my American 

friends about my Ukrainian history.
Ruslana Orysia Makar, 10, attends at 

Sacred Heart School in Hartsdale, N.Y. She 
is also in grade 5 at the Self-Reliance School 
of Ukrainian Studies, and is a member of 
Plast Ukrainian Scouting Organization and 
the Roma Pryma Bohachevsky dance 
group, all in New York City.

UKELODEON
FOr ThE NExT GENEraTiON

taries and to engage them in discussions. 
Spending the day in Washington, meet-

ing congressmen and senators, and dis-
cussing U.S. relations with Ukraine has 

sparked my interest in pursuing a career 
in politics, especially in diplomacy or for-
eign affairs. I have always had an interest 
in foreign nations and their politics, but, 
until we visited Washington, I never re-
ally thought I could pursue a career in the 
field, that I could meet the right people, 
and receive advice and encouragement 
from them. 

Words cannot express how thankful I 
am to be a part of the Ukrainian American 
Civics and Public Policy Club and for the 
experience and opportunities that it has 
given me. Attending Ukrainian Days is not 
going to be our club’s last visit to Wash-
ington. In fact, we plan to visit our capital 
as frequently as possible. We encourage 
all those who are reading this article, ac-
tively to advocate the above bills to their 
U.S. representatives and senators. 

I thank my fellow club members and 
moderators for the work they have done 
and the impact they have had on my life.

Anastasiya Stolyarchuk, 14, is a ninth-
grade student at the Ukrainian Heritage 
School of Philadelphia and at Tamanend 
Middle School in Warrington, Pa.

In Washington (from left) are: Juliana Babycheva, Anna-Liza Medynska, Adrian Kebuz, 
Liudmyla Mazuka (the Ukrainian ambassador’s wife), Ambassador Valeriy Chaly, Diana 
Savchyn, Anastasiya Stolyarchuk and Natalie Hrytsay. The students are in the seventh 
through ninth grades of the Ukrainian Heritage School of Philadelphia.

Ruslana Orysia Makar, dressed as St. Princess 
Olha, stands before her informative poster 
about the ruler of Kyivan Rus’.

Chrystia Gorski-Makar
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PREVIEW OF EVENTS
Saturday, April 22

NEW YORK: The Shevchenko Scientific 
Society invites all to a lecture, “Les Kurbas 
and His Theater, Berezil: New Archival 
Documents,” by Dr. Olga Bertelsen, post-doc-
toral scholar at Columbia University and 
post-doctoral research fellow at the Harvard 
Ukrainian Research Institute (2016-2017). 
The lecture will take place at the society’s 
building, 63 Fourth Ave. (between Ninth and 
10th streets) at 5 p.m. For additional infor-
mation call 212-254-5130.

NEW YORK: The Ukrainian Museum and 
Yara Arts Group present “Serhiy Zhadan and 
Friends.” Mr. Zhadan will be reading his 
work in Ukrainian, while Yara artists will 
read translations in English. Come hear Bob 
Holman, Marina Celander and Sean Eden 
perform Zhadan poems with Julian Kytasty. 
Mr. Zhadan will also read with jazz musician 
Fima Chupakhin on piano. Join us to hear 
some of the most exciting poetry from 
Ukraine today. The presentation is directed 
by Virlana Tkacz (Yara Arts Group). The per-
formance is at 7:30 p.m. Seating is limited; 
order tickets in advance online. Admission is 
$25; $20 for members, seniors and students. 
The Ukrainian Museum is located at 222 E. 
Sixth St.; telephone, 212-228-0110; website, 
www.ukrainianmuseum.org.
Thursday, April 27

NEW YORK: Join us at 7 p.m. for the opening 
night of UMFF 2017, The Ukrainian 
Museum’s Film Festival of new, independent 
film. Session 1, “And the War Goes On,” fea-
tures a documentary titled “The Sky is 
Falling: Three Months in the Life of Ustym 
Holodnyuk” (2016, 50 min.) from the 
Babylon’13 film series directed by 
Volodymyr Tykhyy. This will be followed by 
three of his narrative shorts: “When Pigs Fly” 
(2016), “A Nightmare of Hail” (2016) and 
“Mines in the Garden” (2016). All films have 
English subtitles. The evening will close with 
a panel discussion with filmmakers. Seating 
is limited. Tickets are $15 and are available 
online at www.ukrainianmuseum.org. The 
Ukrainian Museum is located at 222 E. Sixth 
St.; telephone, 212-228-0110.
Friday, April 28

NEW YORK: Two sessions of short films 
from Ukraine’s Molodist International Film 
Festival: Best of the National Competition at 
UMFF 2017 will be curated by Damian 
Kolodiy. Set No. 1 at 7:30 p.m. will feature: 
“Be Back” (Andriy Kyryllov, 2015), 
“Homefront” (Illia Makarenko, 2016) 
“Everything Will Be All Right” (Antonina 
Noiabrova, 2016), “Blood Sausage” (Arkadiy 
Nepytaliuk, 2016). A Q&A break will precede 
Set No. 2 at 8:45 p.m., which will feature: 
“Must Escape” (Vadym Shapran, 2016), “You 
Will Be Able” (Nikita Tymoshchuk, 2016), 
“Rabies” (Marysia Nikitiuk, 2016), “The End” 
(Mykyta Lyskov, Ukraine, 2016). All films 
have English subtitles. Admission: $15 for 
Molodist Sets No. 1 and No. 2; $10 for Set No. 
2 only. Seating is limited. The Ukrainian 
Museum is located at 222 E. Sixth St.; tele-
phone, 212-228-0110; website, www.ukrai-
nianmuseum.org.
Saturday, April 29

NEW YORK: UMFF 2017 Session 4 starts at 
5 p.m. with a special presentation of the film 
“Heritage of the Nation” (“Spadok Natsiyi,” 

80 min.), Oleksandr Tkachuk’s new docu-
mentary about embroidered shirts as not 
only a material heritage of the Ukrainian 
people but also a spiritual one. Wear your 
vyshyvanka! The session also includes the 
short film “Rain Project” (2016, 24 min.) by 
Oleh Chorny in which an artist commis-
sioned to paint street art in Mariupol shares 
his thoughts and conversations with resi-
dents of the city. The films have English sub-
titles. Seating is limited. Tickets are $10 and 
are available online at www.ukrainianmuse-
um.org. The Ukrainian Museum is located 
222 E. Sixth St.; telephone, 212-228-0110.
 
NEW YORK: Join us at 7:30 p.m. for UMFF 
2017 Session 5: “The Nest of the Turtledove” 
(Hnizdo Horlytsi) by director Taras 
Tkachenko (Ukraine, 2016, 102 min.), cited 
as the “Best Ukrainian Feature” at the Odesa 
International Film Festival. It is the story of 
Daryna (Rimma Ziubina), who returns to the 
Ukraine after spending two years in Genoa 
working as a “badante” (maid) for a rich and 
newly divorced lawyer (Mauro Cipriani) and 
his bitter mother (Lina Bernardi). She faces 
difficult choices in her new life that become 
more difficult when she returns to her 
homeland changed and pregnant, and risks 
the destruction of her family. The film has 
English subtitles. Seating is limited. Tickets 
are $15 and are available online at www.
ukrainianmuseum.org. The Ukrainian 
Museum is located 222 E. Sixth St.; tele-
phone, 212-228-0110. 
Sunday, April 30

NEW YORK: UMFF 2017 Session 6 at 2 p.m.: 
A  s p e c i a l  s c re e n i n g  o f  “ H a ly n a 
Myroshnychenko Kuzma: Ukrainian Music 
Kindergarten” (U.S.A., 2016, 38 min.) with 
the director Volodymyr Artymyshyn. See 
musical adaptations of popular plays with a 
cast of young children singing enthusiastical-
ly, dressed in beautifully handcrafted cos-
tumes. Fifty years later, we see Ms. Kuzma’s 
extraordinary achievements in archival film 
and audio recordings, important contribu-
tions to the history of the Ukrainian diaspora 
in the United States. There will also be a 
b o o k  p r e s e n t a t i o n  o f  “ H a l y n a 
Myroshnychenko Kuzma” written by Roman 
Yatsiv, a biography and survey of her pio-
neering methodology in children’s music 
pedagogy. Tickets are $10 and are available 
online at www.ukrainianmuseum.org. The 
Ukrainian Museum is located 222 E. Sixth 
St.; telephone, 212-228-0110. 
 
WHIPPANY, N.J.: Please join the New Jersey 
Regional Council of the Ukrainian National 
Women’s League of America for “Den 
Soyuzianky,” celebrating the theme “Working 
in America, Helping Ukraine” at the 
Ukrainian American Cultural Center of New 
Jersey, 60 North Jefferson Road. The event 
begins at 1 p.m. and will include appetizers 
and desserts, a PowerPoint presentation by 
UNWLA President Marianna Zajac, a cultural 
program and an exhibit of works by five 
Ukrainian women artists: Krystyna Kozyuk, 
Oksana Tanasiv, Christina Saj, Dianna 
Shmerykowsky and Anna Zayachkivska. A 
limited number of their art pieces will be 
available for purchase. Admission is $20; 
spouses are welcome. For information call 
973-687-6946. The event is sponsored, in 
part, by Selfreliance Ukrainian American 
Federal Credit Union.

PREVIEW OF EVENTS GUIDELINES
Preview of Events is a listing of Ukrainian community events open to the public. It is a service 
provided at minimal cost ($20 per listing) by The Ukrainian Weekly to the Ukrainian community. 
To have an event listed in Preview of Events please send information, in English, written in 
Preview format, i.e., in a brief paragraph that includes the date, place, type of event, sponsor, 
admission, full names of persons and/or organizations involved, and a phone number and/or 
e-mail address to be published for readers who may require additional information. Items 
must be no more than 100 words long. 
Preview items must be received no later than one week before the desired date of publi-
cation (i.e., they must be received by 9 am Monday morning). Please include payment for 
each time the item is to appear and indicate date(s) of issue(s) in which the item is to be pub-
lished. Also, senders are asked to include the phone number of a person who may be contact-
ed by The Weekly during daytime hours, as well as their complete mailing address. 
Information should be sent to preview@ukrweekly.com. When e-mailing, please do not 
send items as attachments – simply type the text into the body of the e-mail message. Preview 
items and payments may be mailed to: Preview of Events, The Ukrainian Weekly, 2200 Route 
10, P.O. Box 280, Parsippany, NJ 07054. 
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