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by Alan Crosby
RFE/RL

The International Court of Justice (ICJ) at 
The Hague has refused Ukraine’s request to 
impose provisional measures against 
Russia to block what Kyiv says is Russia’s 
monetary and military support for separat-
ists in eastern Ukraine.

But the court on April 19 did issue a pro-
visional ruling calling for a halt to what it 
says is “racial discrimination” against 
Crimean Tatars and ethnic Ukrainians in 
Russia-occupied Crimea.

“The conditions required for the indica-
tion of provisional measures,” as requested 
by Ukraine in order to block Russian sup-
port for separatists in eastern Ukraine, “are 
not met,” the United Nation’s highest court 
said in its April 19 ruling, read out by ICJ 
President Ronny Abraham. 

Moscow seized control of Ukraine’s 
Crimean peninsula in March 2014 and has 
supported the separatists in a war that has 
killed more than 9,900 people in eastern 
Ukraine since April of that year.

When it lodged its case in January, Kyiv 
said that Russia has stepped up its interfer-
ence in Ukraine’s affairs since 2014, “inter-
vening militarily” and “financing acts of ter-
rorism and violating the human rights of 
millions of Ukraine’s citizens, including, for 

all too many, their right to life.”
It said Ukraine was seeking “full repara-

tions for... acts of terrorism the Russian 
Federation has caused, facilitated or sup-
ported,” citing bombardments of residen-
tial areas and the July 2014 downing of 
Malaysia Airlines Flight 17 (MH17), which 
killed all 298 passengers and crew.

Racial discrimination

While Ukraine was unsuccessful in its 
attempt to have Russian funding of the sep-
aratists temporarily halted, the ICJ did rule 
in its favor on part of the case involving an 
international treaty against racial discrimi-
nation.

The court, which handles disputes 
between states, granted a provisional rul-
ing for Russia to stop what the court 
described as “racial discrimination” against 
Crimean Tatars and ethnic Ukrainians in 
Crimea since Russia’s takeover of the pen-
insula, which followed the deployment of 
troops and a referendum denounced as ille-
gitimate by Kyiv, the United States and 100 
member countries of the United Nations.

“The court finds that Russia must refrain 
from imposing limitations on the ability of 
the Crimean Tatar community to conserve 
its representative institutions, including the 

ICJ rejects Kyiv’s call to halt
Russian support for separatists

(Continued on page 3)

by Mark Raczkiewycz

KYIV – The dimly lit cavernous hallways 
of the tsarist-era Lukyanivska Prison emit a 
dank and musky smell. Unmitigated mold 
growth and years of neglect have rendered 
a whole cell wing and the basement unin-
habitable, even by Ukraine’s Soviet-era 

prison standards. 
Called “Katka” by its inmates – after 

Catherine II of Russia who ruled the tsarist 
empire when the facility was built in 1863 
– the prison has had several units added 
since, the latest being the women’s ward 

Banker embarks on overhauling
Ukraine’s Soviet-era prison system

(Continued on page 4)

Justice Minister Pavlo Petrenko (left) and Deputy Justice Minister Denys Chernyshov 
(right) during an inspection of the Lukyanivska Prison in Kyiv on April 18. 

Ministry of Justice

Manor College event discusses education as battlefront of democracy in Ukraine
by Kelly Peiffer

JENKINTOWN, Pa. – Over 100 members 
of the Ukrainian-American community trav-
eled from New York, New Jersey, Delaware, 
Washington, D.C., and Pennsylvania to gath-
er on April 6 at Manor College for a presen-
tation on “Ukraine: Education as the 
Battlefront of Democracy.”

The dialogue examined the most crucial 
areas of educational reform needed in 
Ukraine in order to protect and preserve 
free and democratic ideals. 

Dialogue moderator Dr. Albert Kipa, for-
mer rector of the Ukrainian Free University 
in Munich and professor laureate of com-
parative literature at Muhlenberg College, 
opened the dialogue by sharing a few well-
known quotes defining the word “educa-
tion” and said, “education tries to bring the 
best out of ... humankind.” Dr. Kipa went on 
to say that the purpose of this dialogue is to 
talk about what the United States can do to 
offer Ukraine greater stability. 

The first speaker, Dr. Serhiy Kvit, former 
minister of education and science of 
Ukraine and current director the of Kyiv-

Mohyla Academy School of Journalism, 
focused his remarks on the reform of 
Ukrainian universities and colleges. Dr. Kvit 
noted that Ukraine’s main reform concept 
is rooted in internationalization. He shared 
the main contributing factors that explain 
why Ukrainian universities and colleges are 
not where they ought to be. Dr. Kvit said, 
“No generational change has taken place 
yet in higher education administrators. The 
current administrators grew up in Soviet 
times and are not aware of contemporary 
Western standards of higher education.”

Other speakers included Dr. Andriy V. 
Zagorodnyuk, vice-rector of Vasyl Stefanyk 
Precarpathian National University, who 
focused on the challenges his university 
faces. He shared some impressive statistics 
indicating that the Precarpathian University, 
located in Ivano-Frankivsk, Zakarpattia 
Oblast, is ranked fourth in western Ukraine 
and 16th in Ukraine. 

Dr. Zagorodnyuk also discussed the hap-
penings at Science Park, a brand of the uni-
versity that focuses on scientific research. 
One project he is currently working with At Manor College for the dialogue on “Ukraine: Education as the Battlefront of 

Democracy” (from left) are: Dr. Albert Kipa, Dr. Serhiy Kvit, Manor College President 
Jonathan Peri, Dr. Andriy V. Zagorodnyuk, Dr. Leo Rudnytzky and Alex Kuzma. (Continued on page 12)
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Russia’s election on day of Crimea’s seizure

MOSCOW – Russia is preparing to move 
the date of the 2018 election that is expect-
ed to hand President Vladimir Putin a new 
term from March 11 to March 18 – the day 
Russia celebrates its seizure of Crimea from 
Ukraine. The State Duma approved a bill on 
the date change on April 12 in the first of 
three votes on the issue in the lower house 
of Parliament. It is certain to pass. Russian 
law says that presidential elections are held 
on the second Sunday in March unless that 
is a working day, in which case the voting 
must be held a week earlier. The authors of 
the bill said that March 11 was likely to be a 
working day after the March 8 International 
Women’s Day holiday. But instead of hold-
ing the election a week earlier, they pro-
posed March 18. Observers suspect the 
Kremlin hopes holding the vote on March 
18 will boost turnout and attract more 
votes for Mr. Putin because that was the 
date, in 2014, on which he signed a treaty 
that Moscow claims made the Crimean 
Peninsula part of Russia. Kyiv, the United 
States and most other countries reject that 
assertion. They consider Crimea, which 
Russia seized after sending in troops and 
staging a referendum denounced as illegiti-
mate by 100 states, to be part of Ukraine. 
Mr. Putin, in power as president or prime 
minister since 1999, has not announced 
plans to run for a new six-year term but is 
widely expected to do so. (RFE/RL, with 
reporting by RIA Novosti, Interfax and 
TASS)

Ukraine seen as valued NATO partner

OTTAWA – NATO’s press office reported 
that NATO Deputy Secretary General Rose 
Gottemoeller reaffirmed the alliance’s 
strong support for Ukraine in a speech on 
April 6. Speaking at Taras Shevchenko 
National University of Kyiv, she said a recent 
meeting of the NATO-Ukraine Commission 
underscored the alliance’s ongoing and 
steadfast support for Ukraine’s sovereignty 
and territorial integrity. The deputy secre-
tary general said Ukraine is a valued NATO 
partner and that, “NATO does not, and will 
not, accept Russia’s illegal and illegitimate 
annexation of Crimea. And we condemn 
Russia’s ongoing destabilization in eastern 

Ukraine.” Ukraine has been an important 
NATO partner for many years, having joined 
the North Atlantic Cooperation Council in 
1991 and NATO’s Partnership for Peace 
program in 1994. Ms. Gottemoeller said the 
country is making a great deal of progress 
on its reform agenda and it could rely on 
NATO’s continued support on this issue. Ms. 
Gottemoeller  highlighted NATO’s 
Comprehensive Assistance Package for 
Ukraine, which includes more than 40 tai-
lored support measures and six different 
multi-million-euro Trust Funds. After her 
speech, Ms. Gottemoeller met Ukraine’s 
President Petro Poroshenko, Prime Minister 
Volodymyr Groysman, Deputy Prime 
Minister Ivanna Klympush-Tsintsadze and 
other senior government figures. (Ukrainian 
Canadian Congress Daily Briefing)

Semena trial adjourned after brief hearing

KYIV – The trial of RFE/RL contributor 
Mykola Semena, a Crimean journalist who 
is fighting what he says is a politically moti-
vated separatism charge on the Russian-
controlled peninsula, has been adjourned 
until May 3 after a brief hearing on April 18. 
A single witness for the prosecution testi-
fied in the latest session of the start-and-
stop trial in the Crimean capital, 
Symferopol, while two other prosecution 
witnesses failed to appear. Mr. Semena faces 
up to five years in prison if convicted by 
Russia, which has jailed several Crimeans 
who have opposed or criticized Moscow’s 
2014 seizure of the Black Sea peninsula 
from Ukraine. The charge against the 
66-year-old journalist stems from an article 
he wrote for RFE/RL’s Krym.Realii (Crimea 
Realities) website in 2015. The Kremlin-
installed authorities in Crimea have 
charged that the article called for the viola-
tion of Russia’s territorial integrity. Mr. 
Semena contends that he is innocent, say-
ing that he has the right to openly express 
his opinions and that Crimea’s status was 
and remains in dispute. He told RFE/RL on 
April 17 that the charge against him is “not 
legal but political.” He said that while the 
Russian Constitution guarantees the free-
dom of expression, “in fact people are being 
prosecuted for that.” The witness who 

(Continued on page 12)
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by Vasili Rukhadze
Eurasia Daily Monitor

Georgian Prime Minister Giorgi 
Kvirikashvili traveled to Ukraine on March 
27, meeting with the host country’s 
President Petro Poroshenko and Prime 
Minister Volodymyr Groysman. The visit 
occurred within the framework of a GUAM 
summit. GUAM, a loose economic and politi-
cal cooperation organization, brings togeth-
er Georgia, Ukraine, Azerbaijan and 
Moldova (Civil Georgia, March 28). Mr. 
Kvirikashvili’s visit and its warm, business-
like rhetoric, emphasizing the need to deep-
en economic and political ties, represented 
a noteworthy break from Kyiv and Tbilisi’s 
not-so-friendly relations over the last two to 
three years.

Historically, Georgia and Ukraine have 
largely enjoyed exemplary, close ties. 
Indeed, the Georgian and Ukrainian peoples 
share a deep cultural and psychological 
affinity that stretches back almost three cen-
turies, when renowned Georgian poet David 
Guramishvili first made Ukraine his home in 
the 18th century. Bilateral relations began to 
deteriorate several years ago, however, after 
Georgia’s former president, Mikhail 
Saakashvili, and his political team moved to 
Ukraine in 2015, in order to help the new 
government in Kyiv implement reforms (see 
Eurasia Daily Monitor, June 2, 2015). 

During the entire period, between 2015 
and 2016, when Mr. Saakashvili and his con-
fidantes worked for the Ukrainian govern-
ment, Kyiv stood by them even as the 
authorities in Tbilisi sought Mr. Saakashvili’s 
extradition on charges of alleged abuse of 
power and corruption dating back to his 
time as president of Georgia. Kyiv’s refusal 
to extradite Mr. Saakashvili or his Georgian 
colleagues angered Tbilisi and contributed 
to a general cooling of relations between the 
two countries (Global Voices-Caucasus, 
February 25, 2015). 

The situation was further exacerbated 
by Mr. Saakashvili’s regular criticism of the 
Georgian government even while he served 
as governor of Ukraine’s Odesa region. 
Tbilisi repeatedly complained to Kyiv that 
such behavior by a sitting Ukrainian official 
constituted the Ukrainian government’s 
interference in Georgia’s internal affairs 
(News.ge, October 30, 2015; Timer.ge, 
November 2, 2015).

 Bilateral relations ultimately deteriorat-
ed to the point that when the diplomatic 
credentials of Vasily Tsibenko, Ukraine’s 
ambassador to Georgia, expired in late 
2014, Kyiv did not appoint a new ambassa-
dor for two years – effectively downgrading 
its diplomatic presence in Georgia (Vestnik 
Kavkaza, November 29, 2016). Tbilisi, on 
the other hand, never joined the Western 
sanctions against Russia, except on prod-
ucts produced in Russian-occupied Crimea 
(Euromaidanpress, November 22, 2016). 
Moreover, the Georgian government never 
endorsed the several hundred Georgians 
who fight on Ukraine’s side against Russia-
backed separatists in Donbas (see EDM, 
January 8, 2015).

Georgian-Ukrainian relations began to 
revert back to normal after Mr. Saakashvili 
resigned from the post of Odesa governor 
in November 2016; the former Georgian 
head of state has since became a harsh crit-
ic of President Poroshenko, his old friend 
(see EDM, November 14, 2016). In fact, 
Kyiv has been sending strong signals that it 
wants to once again deepen its strategic 
partnership with Tbilisi and – more impor-

tantly – seek a united front against Russia. 
On March 28, Ukraine, which is a tempo-

rary member of United Nations Security 
Council, proposed a draft resolution sup-
porting Georgia’s territorial integrity and 
sovereignty. Although Russia, a permanent 
member of the Security Council, swiftly 
blocked the proposal, Ukraine still made it 
clear that it will use any venue to help 
Georgia and, if possible, enlist Tbilisi as its 
ally against Moscow (see EDM, April 6, 
2017). 

Another example of deepening ties was 
the above-mentioned GUAM summit, which 
also was an attempt to revitalize the largely 
defunct organization. The sides decided to 
enhance their cooperation within GUAM’s 
2002 Free Trade Agreement and to syn-
chronize their customs control procedures 
of goods and transport (Civil Georgia, Kmu.
gov.ua, March 28).

Needless to say, Georgia and Ukraine 
have a huge potential for cooperation, first 
of all because of the common problems they 
share. Both countries face an existential 
threat to their territorial integrity and even 
to their very statehood, posed by a common 
adversary – Vladimir Putin’s Russia. Second, 
Georgia and Ukraine occupy highly impor-
tant strategic positions on the northern and 
eastern shores of the Black Sea – that is, on 
the western and southern flanks of Russia. 
Their strategic partnership could, therefore, 
serve as an alternative political center of 
gravity for all forces in the former Soviet 
Union that oppose Mr. Putin’s authoritarian, 
revanchist regime. In fact, their alliance 
could possibly serve as an agent of demo-
cratic change for the entire former Soviet 
space (the Baltic states excluded), where the 
absence of rule of law and corruption is the 
order of the day (Freedomhouse.org, 
accessed April 12).

However, there are some limitations. 
First, the question is to what degree Georgia 
would be willing to go along with Ukraine at 
this point in time. Specifically, having been 
deeply traumatized and bruised by the 
disastrous defeat in the 2008 Russian-
Georgian war, Georgia does not seem to be 
in the mood for another standoff with 
Russia. In fact, Tbilisi has been pursuing a 
policy of rapprochement with Moscow for 
the last four to five years (see EDM, April 4, 
2013; March 7, 2017). The second question 
is whether a strategic partnership between 
two weak powers, Ukraine and Georgia, rav-
aged by wars and multiple socioeconomic 
problems, could actually result in a strong-
enough alliance to withstand Russian pres-
sure in the first place.

Regardless of all the problems, for now it 
is safe to assume that Georgian-Ukrainian 
relations withstood a test. The somewhat 
troubled last four years notwithstanding, 
the current situation illustrates that rela-
tions between these two countries are too 
strong and too deep to be determined by 
temporary qualms among politicians on 
either side. It seems their two governments 
have concluded that Ukraine and Georgia 
simply cannot afford not to cooperate. 
Subsequently, it is now up to politicians in 
both capitals to take advantage of this 
potential, build on past achievements and 
take careful steps to deepen mutual rela-
tions. As time passes, it might bring newer, 
even bigger opportunities in this regard.

The article above is reprinted from 
Eurasia Daily Monitor with permission from 
its publisher, the Jamestown Foundation, 
www.jamestown.org.

Georgia and Ukraine welcome
new thaw in bilateral relations
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April ceasefire in Donbas: Opportunity for renewed Russian gains?
by Oleksandr Gavrylyuk

Eurasia Daily Monitor

“Despite the declared truce, our forces 
have lost several [the exact number 
depends on the day] soldiers, several oth-
ers have been wounded over the past day… 
Notwithstanding the casualties, the 
Ukrainian army has not returned fire.” This 
is how a typical daily press release put out 
by the Ukrainian Ministry of Defense has 
read since April 1, when the armed forces 
declared a ceasefire (at 00:00 hours) in the 
conflict area of Ukraine’s eastern Donbas 
region (Mil.gov.ua, April 12).

Thus, from April 11 to April 12, the 
Russian occupation forces and their local 
proxies fired at Ukrainian positions over 45 
times, using various weapons, including 
heavy artillery prohibited by the Minsk 
agreements (Mediarnbo.org, April 12).

The Ukrainian army stopped firing on 
enemy positions by the order of President 
Petro Poroshenko, following the agreement 
on a full ceasefire reached during the meet-
ing of the trilateral Contact Group in Minsk 
on March 29. According to Mr. Poroshenko, 
resolute actions were necessary to ensure 
the ceasefire, including a withdrawal of 
heavy weaponry and artillery (President.
gov.ua, March 30).

Boris Gryzlov, Russia’s envoy to the 
Minsk Contact Group, stated that, during 
the talks, the sides agreed on the inevitabil-
ity of the Minsk agreements and pledged to 
respect the ceasefire (Rbc.ua, March 29). 
Russia’s clientele in Donbas also confirmed 
their preparedness to stick to the brokered 
deal. “We are ready to fulfill our obliga-
tions,” said Eduard Basurin, the deputy 
head of operational command of the self-
proclaimed Donetsk People’s Republic 
(DPR), while speaking to journalists (Rian.
com.ua, March 30).

However, the truce was broken almost 
immediately: Russia-backed separatists 
started firing on Ukrainian positions just 
hours after the ceasefire went into effect. 
“Every time such a truce has been 
arranged, we are redoubling our vigilance, 

since we do not trust them. As you can see, 
it has been confirmed today,” commented a 
Ukrainian fighter nicknamed “Dock” (Fakty.
ictv.ua, April 1).

A full ceasefire and the withdrawal of 
heavy weapons from the line of contact in 
Donbas were the keystones of the agree-
ment signed by Kyiv and the Moscow-
controlled separatist authorities, in Minsk, 
back in February 2015. However, since 
then, all armistices have been regularly vio-
lated. As long as part of the Ukrainian-
Russian border remains beyond Kyiv’s con-
trol, Moscow can easily reinforce the 
Donbas separatists with 
fresh soldiers and new 
armaments, including 
tanks and heavy artillery, 
before the next ceasefire 
agreement is reached 
(Depo.ua, March 29).

“From the agreed-upon 
beginning of the ceasefire, 
the [Russia-backed] ter-
rorists try to shoot [at us] 
everything they have at that moment, using 
tanks and mortars,” commented a 
Ukrainian fighter with the nom de guerre 
“Bakhmat.” “When the truces first start, 
there is no fighting indeed, but just for a 
few hours. Then, single firefights start, 
sometimes backed by shelling. So it goes on 
for a couple of days, while tensions mount 
to finally bring the war back to the front 
line,” he described (TSN, April 1).

During only the first quarter of the cur-
rent year, the opposing forces have request-
ed from each other “minor ceasefires” more 
than 11,000 times, with four “major” truces 
officially declared since the beginning of 
the conflict in 2014. But all those were 
quickly broken. Ukrainian soldiers do not 
believe any armistice can last. “A truce dur-
ing a war is absurd. But, if it is a need, we 
will try to observe it,” said another soldier, 
who called himself “Basalt” (TSN, April 1). 
As a result, even the Ukrainian president 
himself was forced to admit that “unfortu-
nately, we do not have great optimism that 
the other side will comply with the agree-

ments, but life and health of every 
Ukrainian warrior is the most precious 
value” (President.gov.ua., March 30).

In the eyes of the Ukrainian public, the 
regularly declared armistices along the line 
of contact in Donbas (ironically, the latest 
one having been in force since April Fools’ 
Day) have become an object of open criti-
cism and ridicule. “In our experience, a sim-
ilar ceasefire started on September 1, last 
year, and lasted hardly a single day,” 
recalled Oleg Zhdanov, a former officer of 
the operations division in the Ukrainian 
General Staff (Dialog.ua, March 30).

In the opinion of Yuriy Karin, the editor 
of the Ukrainian website Sprotyv.info, the 
latest ceasefire had no chance of being 
observed in light of what has been going on 
in Donbas militarily. “The Kremlin’s propa-
gandists have filmed bombardments of the 
settlements controlled by the self-pro-
claimed republics by Russian gunners 
themselves and then shown the damage as 
supposedly the outcome of the Ukrainian 
army’s shelling,” he said. “So having [itself] 
violated the Minsk agreements, Russia 
keeps blaming Ukraine” (Obozrevatel.com, 
March 30).

Dmytro Tymchuk, a Ukrainian member 
of Parliament and military expert, believes 
that the April 1 ceasefire was a senseless 
project because of Moscow’s recent activi-
ties aimed at initiating a “Transnistria sce-
nario” in Donbas – that is, recognizing the 
self-proclaimed republics’ “passports,” 
“state borders,” etc. So the important issue, 
according to him, is not so much whether 
the ceasefire would be broken, but what 
may happen after it is. The Kremlin will 

continue to try its best to destabilize and 
then to dismantle Ukraine, while using both 
the Donbas conflict and the negative social 
and economic situation in the country to 
achieve this goal, Mr. Tymchuk argued 
(Sprotyv.info, March 31).

According to Mr. Zhdanov, the Kremlin 
has an excellent opportunity to put pres-
sure on Kyiv now, while many Western 
leaders are busy with approaching election 
campaigns in their own countries (notably 
in Germany and France – two members of 
the Normandy Group, along with Ukraine 
and Russia). “He [Putin] now has the best 
moment to deliver blows [against Ukraine] 
with impunity. The stronger he strikes, the 
stronger he seeks to impose his will on our 
leaders,” Mr. Zhdanov maintained (Dialog.
ua, March 30).

Under these circumstances, Ukrainians 
are increasingly questioning the continued 
relevance of the existing Minsk conflict res-
olution format, with calls for a more viable 
alternative being heard ever more often. 
Even, the co-chair of the Greens faction 
inside the European Parliament, Rebecca 
Harms, has openly stated that since the 
truce in Donbas was violated from the very 
first day after the signing the Minsk agree-
ments, there is no point to expect that they 
will be implemented in their current form. 
While attending the Kyiv Security Forum in 
early April, she called for sending United 
Nations peacekeepers to Donbas. Only such 
a truly international and independent force 
would be capable of guaranteeing obser-
vance of the reached agreements, she stat-
ed (Eurointegration.com.ua, April 6).

The latest failed ceasefire in Donbas, like 
the countless other before it, will soon be 
forgotten. But it will be important to closely 
monitor the situation there to see whether 
the Russia-backed forces will try to use the 
current situation to make renewed gains 
against Ukrainian positions.

The article above is reprinted from 
Eurasia Daily Monitor with permission from 
its publisher, the Jamestown Foundation, 
www.jamestown.org.
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Quotable notes
“What kind of country assassinates the opposition leader virtually on the steps 

of their legislature; puts hits out on citizens who speak out against them, even out-
side its borders; orders the persecution of government employees; foreign politi-
cians and governments to cyber attacks; sends troops across sovereign borders 
and generally behaves like a 16th century dictatorship? The answer, of course, is 
Vladimir Putin’s Russia. ...

Abroad, the picture is just as bad. Russia commits war crimes in Syria and props 
up the Assad regime, while threatening NATO and annexing parts of Ukraine. The 
invasion of Crimea is the worst example of their aggression, but the reach of their 
cyber warriors is felt everywhere, including right here in the democratic West. ...

It is incumbent upon civilized nations to push back when the rule of law is abro-
gated in such a blatant way, and Canadians now have a historic opportunity. In 
addition to making the investments required to meet our NORAD and NATO com-
mitments, we can pass the Magnitsky Act and hold those responsible for the abom-
inable and disruptive behavior of Russia. This would send a clear signal of solidari-
ty to the long-suffering Russian people and to our allies who have taken action. 
‘Shared values’ is a lovely expression, but it must be an actionable item if it is to 
have meaning. ...

A Canadian Magnitsky law would sanction Russian officials involved in human 
rights abuses, importantly allowing for the seizure of their ill-gotten millions 
abroad. ...Canada needs legislation to signal its revulsion at Russia’s crimes and to 
punish those responsible. Denying visas, seizure of assets and in some cases, work-
ing with other like-minded democratic allies to bring these thugs to the 
International Criminal Court may, in time, bring justice to Russia’s many victims, 
especially those in Russia itself.”

– Former Canadian Minister of Defense, Foreign Affairs and Justice Peter Mackay, 
writing in the National Post on April 4 (see http://news.nationalpost.com/full-com-
ment/peter-mackay-its-time-for-canada-to-get-tough-with-putin-and-his-thugs-her-
es-how-we-can-do-it).

The truce was broken almost  
immediately: Russia-backed  
separatists started firing on 
Ukrainian positions just hours 
after the ceasefire went into  
effect.

Mejlis, and ensure the availability of educa-
tion in the Ukrainian language,” an ICJ 
statement issued after the ruling said.

Olena Zerkal, Ukraine’s vice minister of 
foreign affairs, told reporters outside the 
court that even though the ruling was 
mixed, it was still a legal victory for Ukraine 
because the panel of judges said they think 
the court, as of this point, has jurisdiction 
to hear both cases.

“For us, this decision of the court is a 
positive one,” she said. “We proved our 
position and we see that we have a very 
good perspective for the hearings on merits 
and we are going to actually put forward all 
our intentions.”

Russian delegates did not immediately 
comment at the court.

Ukraine has asked the court’s 15 judges 
to rule that “the Russian Federation bears 
international responsibility” for “acts of ter-
rorism committed by its proxies in Ukraine.”

Moscow rejects the allegations. It has 
said the terrorism claims are “neither factu-
al nor legal” and argued that the ICJ does 
not have jurisdiction over the case.

Russia has denied sending troops or mil-
itary equipment to eastern Ukraine, despite 

what Kyiv and Western countries say is 
incontrovertible evidence. 

Ukraine lodged the request for provi-
sional protection measures because it can 
take months for the ICJ to even decide 
whether it will hear a case. 

In that interim application, Ukraine had 
asked for an urgent court order demanding 
Russia refrain from “any action which 
might aggravate or extend the dispute” or 
make it more difficult to resolve, including 
a halt to the alleged pumping of money, 
weapons, equipment and personnel into 
the east.

The United States, the European Union 
and other countries have imposed sanc-
tions on Russia in response to its seizure of 
Crimea and its interference in Ukraine, 
which has badly damaged Moscow’s rela-
tions with both the West and Ukraine.

Although the ICJ’s rulings are final and 
binding, it has no means of enforcement.

With reporting by RFE/RL’s Ukrainian 
Service.

Copyright 2017, RFE/RL Inc. Reprinted 
with the permission of Radio Free Europe/
Radio Liberty, 1201 Connecticut Ave. NW, 
Washington DC 20036; www.rferl.org (see 
https://www.rferl.org/a/ukraine-icj-rejects-
call-russian-support-separatists/28439362.
html).

(Continued from page 1)

ICJ rejects...
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built with Swiss-funded money in 2007. 
Notoriety always accompanied the Lukyanivska Prison. 
Used mostly to hold prisoners in between court appear-

ances for alleged crimes, it has a history of prisoner mis-
treatment and inhumane conditions associated with sani-
tation, overcrowding, and poor health care and food. 

During Viktor Yanukovych’s truncated presidency in 
2012, the complex housed over 4,000 inmates – more than 
60 percent above capacity, forcing many to sleep in rota-
tion throughout the day. When The Ukrainian Weekly visit-
ed the detention center on April 18, it housed 2,448 
inmates, just 26 short of capacity, according to deputy pris-
on warden Oleksandr Savchenko. 

“And that’s when you count the Ukrainian standard of 2.5 
square meters per inmate in comparison to the European 
Union accepted area of four square meters,” he said. 

This blighted site, encompassing 496 square meters 
located 2.5 miles from Kyiv’s city center, is now being 
offered for development to investors in exchange for a 
modern facility to be built outside the city.

Deputy Minister of Justice Denys Chernyshov wants to 
initiate public-private partnerships as part of his vision for 
overhauling the nation’s penitentiary system, which also 
includes a prison older than Lukyanivska – one in Lviv that 
dates to the era of the Austro-Hungarian Empire.

“Today, the penitentiary system serves the two functions 
of punishment and isolation,” he told The Ukrainian 
Weekly in his office located only a mile away from 
Lukyanivska Prison on April 19. “In many ways we haven’t 
advanced far from the Soviet Union… basically the USSR 
was a system of torture.”

A banker for 20 years before being appointed deputy 
justice minister in late October 2016, Mr. Chernyshov now 
is reforming a penitentiary system consisting of 148 vari-
ous incarceration centers, housing over 61,000 convicts 
and staffed by nearly 28,000 personnel. By the end of 
2016, the Penitentiary Service was liquidated and put 
under the direct purview of the Justice Ministry to enact 
control over a system that costs taxpayers nearly $148 mil-
lion to maintain. 

Thus, “actual reforms have only started,” the former 
banker said. 

Overall, Mr. Chernyshov wants to ensure that former 
prisoners return to society “rehabilitated,” and to change 
the public’s perception of ex-convicts as “predators” and of 
wardens as “torturers.”

The colossal undertaking has been divided into what he 
calls “blocks.” This includes bringing much of the outdated 
Soviet legislation to European Union standards. 

Providing a simple example, he said, “officially, convicts 
can’t have electric kettles in their cells because it’s not 
enshrined in law since they didn’t exist in the Soviet times.”

Another component is to improve health care in a sys-
tem rife with HIV/AIDS and tuberculosis. 

“Many who enter the system for the first time at pre-tri-
al detention centers also get their first medical examina-
tion in life… so we want to know all the risks associated 
with their medical condition,” Mr. Chernyshov explained. 

Personnel, “who are in contact with criminals through-
out their shifts, unlike police officers,” deserve higher pay 
he added. On average, they currently make three times less 
than the reformed police force. Mr. Chernyshov wants to 
improve their training.

The deputy head of Lukyanivska’s social and psychologi-
cal department, Oleksandr Matvienko, for example makes 
only up to $260 per month, he said. He has endured attacks 

by underage prisoners who mistook him for another 
guard, has witnessed prison breaks and is “always psycho-
logically probed” by more experienced criminals. 

Improving the quality of food, which Mr. Matvienko 
described as “edible, but not entirely desirable,” is also a prior-
ity of the deputy justice minister, as is boosting education for 
inmates and building or upgrading prison facilities that date 
to the Soviet era. Energy efficiency upgrades as well as other 
infrastructure improvements are sorely needed, he noted.

“We haven’t got the money, so we’re looking for areas 
where we could save and free up money,” Mr. Chernyshov 
said. 

One such area is personnel, as there are 7,600 more 
employees than the accepted ratio of one guard to three 
prisoners. Paradoxically, pre-trial detention centers like the 
Lukyanivska Prison require at least 100 more employees, 
but nobody wants to work for such low pay in stressful 
conditions. 

And because of changes made to the Criminal Code, 
prisons lost to Russian occupation in Crimea and areas of 
the easternmost Donetsk and Luhansk oblasts, as well as 
other reforms, the prison population has halved to 61,000 
convicts in three years’ time. So, currently there are too 
many incarceration facilities that are being heated and 
powered by electricity and overmanned, wasting taxpay-
ers’ money. 

Still, the numerous problems besetting the deputy jus-
tice minister overshadow what he has accomplished thus 
far and is pushing through. 

He has secured tuberculosis medication for the entire 
year with drugs donated by the Global Fund to Fight AIDS, 
Tuberculosis and Malaria. Earlier this year, together with 
the Canadian and Norwegian governments, Mr. Chernyshov 
launched a full-fledged probation program. Aside from pro-
viding beds and sheets, the international Red Cross is help-
ing to install 10 medical laboratories at pre-trial detention 
centers. 

Mr. Chernyshov is also building alliances with the 
Health, Finance, Internal Affairs ministries, as well as the 
Prosecutor’s General Office to tackle other areas of interest 
within the “block” components. 

“Don’t think vested interests are absent,” he said of the 
legislative part of reforms. “We have 39,000 hectares of 
land with real estate and some 100 state-run enterprises, 
like a granite quarry, that are at stake.”

As part of his public-private partnership plan, for exam-
ple, the deputy justice minister wants to wholly or partially 
lease land on the Justice Ministry’s balance sheet to “strate-
gic players.”

The road is long and winding, though. 
“It’s a long process,” Mr. Chernyshov said of penitentiary 

reform. “To cure someone, you must first give a diagnosis, 
then the diagnosis has to be confirmed, then a treatment 
plan is given, even an operation might be called for, fol-
lowed by rehabilitation. The system is sick.”

Back at the Lukyanivska Prison, Mr. Matvienko from the 
social rehabilitation and psychological department, sighs 
with relief. He just finished recounting how after 14 years 
of living in a student dormitory with his wife and daughter, 
the state provided him with a 30-square-meter apartment 
on the secondary market as part of his service. 

“I had to sue in court for the flat because the woman 
who had occupied it was illegally living there dating to 
Yanukovych’s presidency,” he said of the ordeal. “Now the 
next step is to privatize it from the state.”

(Continued from page 1)

Banker embarks...

The main entrance to the mid-19th century Lukyanivska Prison in Kyiv that is still in 
use. It is often overcrowded or near capacity and is deemed substandard even by 

Ukraine’s Soviet-era penitentiary standards. 

A deputy warden (seated) at the Lukyanivska Prison gives a presentation via comput-
er to Justice Minister Pavlo Petrenko (background) and (next to him) Deputy Justice 

Minister Denys Chernyshov on April 18 in Kyiv. 

Mark Raczkiewycz Ministry of Justice

One of many holding cells no longer in use because of 
dilapidation at the Lukyanivska Prison in Kyiv that still 

houses over 2,400 inmates. 

Mark Raczkiewycz
A hallway where inmates of the tsarist-era Lukyanivska 
Prison, built in 1863, are held in between their criminal 

court cases. 

Mark Raczkiewycz
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New Jersey District Committee holds annual meeting at UNA Home Offi  ce
by Roma Hadzewycz

PARSIPPANY, N.J. – The New Jersey 
District Committee of the Ukrainian 
National Association held its annual meet-
ing here at the UNA Home Office on Friday, 
April 7, with representatives of UNA 
Branches 25, 37, 42, 133, 155, 171, 269 and 
287 in attendance.

District Chairman Oksana Stanko 
opened the proceedings by welcoming all 
to the meeting. Meeting participants voted 
a presidium consisting of Yuriy Symczyk as 
chairman and George Stanko as secretary.

The UNA Executive Committee was rep-
resented by President Stefan Kaczaraj, 
National Secretary Symczyk and Treasurer 
Roma Lisovich. Also present was Luba 
Walchuk, a UNA advisor and secretary of 
UNA Branch 362, which is based in neigh-
boring Pennsylvania.

After the meeting’s agenda and the min-
utes of the previous annual meeting were 
accepted, Ms. Stanko delivered a report on 
the district’s activity, citing its members’ 
presence at area festivals, where they 
manned UNA information tables. She also 
noted that district members participated in 
the Ukrainian Heritage Day at the New 
Jersey Devils hockey game on March 19.

Also noted were the Petrykivka work-
shop held under UNA sponsorship at the 
Ukrainian American Cultural Center of New 
Jersey in Whippany and the “World of 
Garlic” presentation at St. Nicholas 
Ukrainian Catholic Parish in Passaic.

Ms. Stanko spoke about the district’s 
organizing activity, reporting that 29 new 

policies were sold for a total face value of 
over $915,000 and congratulating Valia 
Kaploun for selling eight of those policies 
and thereby becoming the district’s top 
organizer.

Michael Bohdan, the district’s organizing 
director, then offered his brief report and 
comments, informing his colleagues that he 
was working to establish contacts with 
parishes in New Jersey and to get other 
UNA’ers involved in representing the orga-
nization at various local events.

The financial report was delivered by 
the district treasurer, Walter Honcharyk.

Reporting for the district’s Auditing 
Committee, Ms. Kaploun noted that all 
books are in order. The officers’ reports 
were unanimously accepted by the meeting 
participants.

UNA President Kaczaraj spoke briefly 
about the UNA’s financial status, noting 
that it continues to improve, as evidenced 
by the growth of the surplus over the past 
four years and the fact that last year alone 
it grew by nearly $1 million. However, he 
added, the UNA has to increase sales of its 
products.

UNA Treasurer Lisovich provided some 

more details about the financial status, not-
ing that all indicators point to the UNA 
attaining $10 million in surplus by the end 
of this year. She reported a fourth consecu-
tive year of net profits, which last year 
were $1.2 million; a 41 percent increase in 
total premium income; and a 2 percent 
decrease in total liabilities as the UNA con-
tinues its expense-management initiatives. 
Ms. Lisovich added that the UNA benefits 
from a strong investment portfolio.

UNA National Secretary Symczyk spoke 
about organizing matters., reporting that 
the New Jersey District succeeded in brin-
ing in annual premiums of $40,638. During 
2016 the UNA over all sold 125 life insur-
ance policies for a total face value of $4.5 
million (and annual premiums of over 
$122,000) and 56 annuities for approxi-
mately $2.3 million. In addition, Mr. 
Symczyk spoke about the UNA’s Facebook 
page, now being regularly updated with 
posts by Christine Syzonenko, which has 
resulted in more likes for the page as well 
as for individual posts – all of which raises 
the UNA’s visibility.

During a discussion that followed the 
reports, branch representatives exchanged 
ideas on how to improve organizing efforts, 
promote the UNA and make it more visible 
in the Ukrainian community.

The following officers were unanimous-
ly elected to lead the district for the next 
year: Ms. Stanko, district chair; Maria Drich, 
vice-chair; Mr. Stanko, secretary; Mr. 
Honcharyk, treasurer; Mr. Bohdan, organiz-
ing director; Ms. Kaploun and Michael 
Koziupa, auditors.

UNA’ers gathered for the annual meeting of the New Jersey District Committee.
Roma Hadzewycz
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We’ve got to be frank: we were hoping to learn more about U.S. Secretary of State 
Rex Tillerson’s talks in Moscow before weighing in on the strange question he posed 
on April 11 to European foreign affairs ministers meeting in Lucca, Italy. That meet-
ing of the G-7 took place on the eve of his visit to Russia. The secretary asked: “Why 
should U.S. taxpayers be interested in Ukraine?” According to various news reports, 
the question caused many more questions and consternation about U.S. foreign poli-
cy. Was there change afoot in U.S. policy toward Ukraine? The U.S. State Department 
tried to downplay things, with spokesman R.C. Hammond saying the secretary was 
merely using a “rhetorical device.” 

A rhetorical question or not, there’s been much reaction from members of 
Congress, analysts and opinion writers, all of whom gave their own answers as to 
why Ukraine is indeed important to the U.S. Let us begin with the Budapest 
Memorandum of 1994, in which the U.S., the United Kingdom and Russia gave secu-
rity assurances to Kyiv in exchange for Ukraine giving up its nuclear weapons. 
Ukraine is a strategic partner of the U.S., has sent contingents of its troops in support 
of U.S. policies and shares the values of the U.S. Russia, on the other hand, with its 
invasion and annexation of Crimea and its war in eastern Ukraine, has violated inter-
national law, challenged the post-Cold War security order and threatened global sta-
bility. Moreover, Moscow continues to disrupt liberal democracies, here in North 
America and in Europe. According to Business Insider, French Foreign Minister Jean-
Marc Ayrault said this is how he replied to Mr. Tillerson’s question: “It is in the inter-
ests of the U.S. taxpayers to have a Europe that is secure and is strong politically and 
economically... You don’t want a weak Europe, broken into bits and feeble.” In short, 
by caring about Ukraine and supporting its pro-Western course, the U.S. is working 
toward global security and promoting democratization. (We refer readers also to 
Paul Goble’s analysis on this page.)

In Moscow on April 12, Secretary Tillerson and his Russian counterpart, Foreign 
Affairs Minister Sergey Lavrov, held a joint press availability. Both men briefly men-
tioned Ukraine. Mr. Lavrov said: “We have also touched upon the crisis in Ukraine. 
We have a single common position, and that is that the 2015 Minsk agreement 
should be fulfilled, and we remembered how the previous administration of the U.S. 
had established a two-way channel of communication between Moscow and 
Washington. And we have also worked, of course, within the format of the 
Normandy arrangement, and we undertook to still continue contacts in that format 
in order to find practical ways forward to fulfill the Minsk agreements. We greet – 
applaud such efforts, and of course, we are fully in favor of them.” Mr. Tillerson was 
more straightforward: “On Minsk, we considered the importance of the accord. 
Russia can make progress in implementation by de-escalating violence and taking 
steps to withdraw separatist armed forces and heavy weapons so that OSCE observ-
ers can fulfill their role. Until full progress is made under the Minsk accords, the situ-
ation in Ukraine will remain an obstacle to improvement in relations between the 
U.S. and Russia.” Clearly, on this topic, as well as Syria, which was the main topic of 
discussion, there really was no “common position.”

Secretary Tillerson also met with the Russian president, but no one is revealing 
anything about what they discussed. However, President Donald Trump commented 
afterwards that U.S.-Russia relations “may be at an all-time low,” and the Associated 
Press reported that “his top diplomat offered a similarly grim assessment from the 
other side of the globe after meeting with Vladimir Putin.”

Thus, the question posed in Italy continues to be troubling. On April 9, Mr. 
Tillerson had said, “There’s been no change of the status of the situation in Ukraine 
or Crimea. And those sanctions will remain in place until those issues are 
addressed,” echoing comments he’d made earlier at the NATO-Ukraine Commission 
in Brussels. (A crucial test will come when the Trump administration’s Treasury 
Department considers Exxon Mobil’s request for a waiver of sanctions against 
Russia in order to drill in the Black Sea in a venture with the Russian state oil compa-
ny Rosneft. Readers no doubt will recall that Mr. Tillerson was chief executive at 
Exxon Mobil.) But what exactly the secretary of state said regarding Ukraine in talks 
with Messrs. Lavrov and Putin remains unknown.

The most crucial unknown, however, is Secretary Tillerson’s own answer to his 
“rhetorical” question.

The Ukrainian Weekly

Thirty-one years ago, following the nuclear disaster at 
Chornobyl on April 26, 1986, the Kremlin showed weakness in the 
way news of the disaster was initially withheld from the public.

“The nuclear disaster at Chornobyl has major implications 
and undermines the credibility of the Gorbachev regime” both 
domestically and internationally, said Prof. Bohdan Bociurkiw. 

The extraordinary Soviet effort to restrict information about the nuclear accident flies in 
the face of promises of openness made by General Secretary Mikhail Gorbachev during the 
27th Soviet Party Congress, Dr. Bociurkiw explained.   

In his speech to the congress, Mr. Gorbachev said, “Extensive, timely and frank informa-
tion is evidence of trust in the people, respect for their intelligence and feelings and of 
their kind ability to understand events of one kind or another on their own.” 

Dr. Bociurkiw said that this latest move would sour relations with Moscow’s neighbors. 
In the past, he said, the Soviet coverage of the 1965 earthquake in Tashkent, Uzbekistan, 
lied to people by saying that only four fatalities had resulted when in fact more than 8,000 
people had died from the earthquake.

April
26
1986

Turning the pages back...

by Paul Goble

Many commentators have now 
answered U.S. Secretary of State Rex 
Tillerson’s question, “Why should U.S. tax-
payers be interested in Ukraine?” But they 
have failed to point out why that is the 
wrong question – and why it reflects a pro-
found change in the United States with far 
larger and more dangerous implications 
than some might think.

It is quite clear that American citizens 
have a profound interest in supporting 
Ukraine as a fellow democracy that has 
been invaded by a dictatorship that is dedi-
cated to overthrowing the basic principles 
of the West – the rule of law, the supremacy 
of citizenship over ethnicity and the right of 
nations to self-determination.

And while is also quite clear that 
Americans as taxpayers have an interest in 
supporting Ukraine because those basic polit-
ical principles have contributed to the growth 
of the U.S. and the world economy, focusing 
on, or more precisely reducing, Americans 
and their interests from citizens to taxpayers 
reflects a dangerous habit of mind.

Not only does it detract attention from 
political questions that are central in the 
Ukrainian case, but it encourages a selfish 
and individualistic rather than generous 
and collective spirit that so often has 
informed American actions in the world at 

their best. And that shift, if it continues, 
makes such noble actions not just in sup-
port of Ukraine far more unlikely.

In 1939, Peter F. Drucker published his 
now classic study, “The End of Economic 
Man,” in which he argued that the rise of poli-
tics at the expense of economics in many 
countries carried with it the risk of totalitari-
anism – a diagnosis of the world of the 1930s 
with which no one can seriously disagree. 

But now the pendulum has swung in the 
opposition direction and some scholar is 
likely to write a sequel with a title like “The 
End of Political Man” to capture the rise of 
economic man (consumer or taxpayer) at 
the expense of political man (citizen) – a 
development that undermines national 
cohesion and makes collective action less 
and less likely.

I support Ukraine and its fight against 
Russian aggression because I am an 
American citizen, someone informed by the 
values of this country as outlined in its 
founding documents and reaffirmed by so 
many leaders over the last two centuries. I 
do not want to be reduced to the far lesser 
status of a taxpayer alone.

That is not in my interest, the interest of 
my country, the interest of Ukraine, or the 
interest of the world. Secretary Tillerson 
asked the wrong question, because asking 
his question is to put the defense of these 
interests all at risk.

by Paul Goble

Eight days ago, U.S. Secretary of State 
Rex Tillerson posed a rhetorical question to 
his G-7 counterparts, “Why should U.S. tax-
payers be interested in Ukraine?” There are 
both compelling reasons why they should 
be and even more why the real question is 
why U.S. citizens should be (windowoneur-
asia2.blogspot.com/2017/04/american-
citizens-should-care-about.html).

But when people, be they senior officials 
or ordinary citizens, begin asking questions 
like that, it is a clear indication that they are 
increasingly focusing on themselves rather 
than on broader issues and are tired of 
bearing the burdens that the situation or 
their leaders have demanded.

That makes a poll result from the 
Russian Federation, the country that has 
invaded Ukraine, especially interesting, 

because it suggests that Russian taxpayers 
are beginning to define the Ukrainian issue 
in much the same way Secretary Tillerson 
has. That is, they are asking why they 
should be interested in Ukraine if it is tak-
ing money away from them.

According to the Levada Center, 
Russians still view the Anschluss of Crimea 
positively and dismiss Western criticism of 
it as a violation of international law. But it 
also found that 41 percent believe that the 
Kremlin has cut spending on education, 
health care, wages and pensions to finance 
the annexation, an indication of a softening 
of support for “Crimea is Ours” (levada.
ru/2017/04/18/15811/).

Even more significant, the survey 
recorded that only 24 percent said that 
they believe that the Russian authorities 
were acting correctly in sending money to 
Crimea at a time when there are cutbacks 
on education, health care and other social 
needs in the Russian Federation as well. 
And roughly a third said that the authori-
ties had made a mistake in doing so. 

Obviously, given that Russia is a dictator-
ship rather than a democracy, such popular 
attitudes are not going to translate immedi-
ately into policy changes by the Kremlin. 
But they suggest that ever more Russians 
are suffering from what might be called 
“Ukraine fatigue” and that that the Kremlin, 
to maintain its public standing, may have to 
take that into consideration.

American citizens should care 
about Russia’s invasion of Ukraine

Why should Russian taxpayers
be interested in Ukraine?

(Continued on page 8)

Tillerson’s questionable question

The Ukrainian Weekly welcomes letters to the editor and commentaries on a 
variety of topics of concern to the Ukrainian American and Ukrainian Canadian 
communities, as well as the Ukrainian diaspora. Opinions expressed by colum-
nists, commentators and letter-writers are their own and do not necessarily 
reflect the opinions of either The Weekly editorial staff or its publisher, the 
Ukrainian National Association.

 WINDOW ON EURASIA

Paul Goble is a long-time specialist on 
ethnic and religious questions in Eurasia 
who has served in various capacities in the 
U.S. State Department, the Central 
Intelligence Agency and the International 
Broadcasting Bureau, as well as at the Voice 
of America and Radio Free Europe/Radio 
Liberty and the Carnegie Endowment for 
International Peace. The article above is 
reprinted with permission from his blog 
called “Window on Eurasia” (http://windo-
woneurasia2.blogspot.com/).
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I was a high school senior in 1964 when 
my guidance counselor gave me a pile of 
college catalogues: Cleveland State, Ohio 
State, Ohio U., Kenyon, Notre Dame…

Notre Dame? I knew they had a great 
football team, but reading the catalogue I 
also discovered they had a sophomore 
studies program in Innsbruck, Austria. 
Innsbruck! That’s where I was born! That 
settled it. I was going to Notre Dame and, to 
my mind, home to Austria. I successfully 
applied for admission, and in August 1966 
was sailing to Europe on the S.S. United 
States, reversing the journey I had taken 18 
years earlier when I was 8 months old. 

Along with 39 other guys (Notre Dame 
was all-male then), I lived at the Pension 
Steinbock, just a mile from the Lanser See 
Hotel, which had been converted into a dis-
placed persons (DP) camp after the second 
world war. That’s where my parents were 
housed while the world figured out what to 
do with them and millions of other refu-
gees – mostly young people who had been 
forced to work in the Nazi economy or fled 
just steps ahead of the advancing Red 
Army. Stalin insisted they be repatriated; 
tragically, many were – and then shipped 
further east to slavery in the Gulag. 
Understandably, most of the refugees want-
ed to emigrate somewhere far from Soviet 
tyranny. The number-one target was 
America. My parents (and hundreds of 
thousands of other survivors) came with a 
couple of suitcases and little or no English 
knowledge, and ended up buying a home 
and sending three boys to college. 

I grew up in Cleveland’s Ukrainian com-
munity attending church services, youth 
clubs, heritage school, commemorative 
concerts and summer camps – all aimed at 
instilling the mission to work toward 
Ukraine’s liberation. I took that to heart 
and saw my sophomore year abroad as an 
opportunity to connect with my European 
roots. My buddies and I traveled a lot, soak-
ing up the culture in a dozen different 
countries and, for me, learning more that 
year than in any other since I was 2. By the 
way, I did go to see the Lanser See Hotel. It 
was boarded up and abandoned. 

Having “come home” to Europe, the 
most important thing I learned that year 
was how utterly American I was. I was 
looked at as an American, basically because 
I acted like one. One of my vivid memories 
from that year in Innsbruck was listening 
with the guys to a static-laden live broad-
cast on Armed Forces Radio of the Notre 
Dame-Michigan State football game for the 
national championship. Decades later, in an 
era of global communications undreamt of 
in 1966, I check my i-Phone in Kyiv, Paris or 
Lviv to see how the Cleveland Indians base-
ball team has fared. How utterly American. 
And yet, I never lost the sense of mission 
and joined others in the struggle against 
the Soviet Empire. It led me to a career on 
Capitol Hill. How utterly American. 

I’m moved to reflect on this because of 
what’s out there related to the Camps. 
There was the magnificent exhibit at the 
Ukrainian National Museum in Chicago in 
2011, “From DP to DC.” Then in 2015, my 
colleague at the Ukrainian Museum-
Archives (UMA), Aniza Kraus, and I attend-
ed a conference at the Library of Congress 
(LOC) organized by European Cataloguing 
Specialist Jurij Dobczansky. One of the 

speakers was Jaime Monllor, international 
outreach officer at the U.S. Holocaust 
Memorial Museum. The museum, he said, 
is interested not only in the Jewish story, 
but the entire spectrum of experiences, 
including Ukrainians’, during the war, in the 
DP camps and under Soviet oppression. We 
invited Jaime and his colleagues to see the 
UMA collections related to all this and they 
did indeed visit. Now we’re working with 
the USHMM to digitize our collection of 
newspapers and periodicals from the 
camps. As I write this, working with 
Archival Data Systems from Kyiv, we’ve 
completed close to 70,000 pages. 

But that’s not the only DP project. 
Cinematographers Matej Silecky and Evan 
Yee, recipients of a grant from the Ella Lyman 
Cabot Trust, came to Cleveland last summer 
to conduct interviews and assemble materi-
als for a documentary about the Ukrainian 
DP camp experience. They requested that 
the UMA serve as a repository for the raw 
footage and final product. We readily agreed. 
(For more, please visit: https://kitsunetale-
productions.com/projects/.)

Then there’s Maria Kwit Flynn. Her father, 
Zenowy, was active in the Ukrainian com-
munity in Cleveland and later Philadelphia. 
Mr. Kwit passed away last year and Maria is 
donating photos from his experience as a DP. 
And guess where that was: Innsbruck, 
where he was active in the Ukrainian stu-
dent association at the university! 

There’s Bohdan Kantor, information 
technology specialist at the LOC. He too 
was born to refugee parents in the DP 
camps and came to America as an infant. 
He’s now writing two books – one about 
his family’s DP experience; the other about 
the broader context. 

And I know there’s a lot more. If you’re 
interested, please visit http://www.
dpcamps.org/, an astonishing website put 
together by Olga Kaczmar. 

Reflecting on my personal identification 
with the history of the DP camps and the 
over-all Ukrainian refugee experience, I see 
it as part of a larger story involving many dif-
ferent people on both sides of the Atlantic. In 
the 1940s, there were already established 
Ukrainian communities, and those of other 
ethnic groups, who lobbied their members 
of Congress and President Harry Truman to 
help the refugees. They then generously 
helped them find jobs and homes once they 
got here. It took an army, cost billions and 
many years, but the job was done. 

The DP camp experience seems more 
relevant now than ever. It can offer per-
spective on the multiple refugee crises 
today (including an estimated 1.5 million 
internally displaced in Ukraine) and show 
how the world was able to come together 
to cope with a humanitarian catastrophe. 
Hopefully, it will help us to better under-
stand America’s immigrant history and 
provide insight into the current political 
debate over that issue. Certainly, it can help 
Ukraine’s academic and political communi-
ties come to terms with the loss of millions 
of productive citizens and appreciate their 
emergence as a culturally/politically active 
diaspora. And, finally, it helps me see where 
I came from and who I’ve become. Maybe 
for you too?

About those DP camps

 PERSPECTIVES
  by Andrew Fedynsky

Andrew Fedynsky’s e-mail address is  
afedynsky@gmail.com.

 COMMENTARY

by Brendan F. Boyle

It is often forgotten that Ukraine is cur-
rently the scene of the largest land battle in 
Europe where the battle for democracy is 
unfolding before eyes. Amid Russian cyber-
attacks and militant aggression in eastern 
Ukraine, the fledgling democratic govern-
ment in Kyiv continues to work to fulfill the 
promises of the Euro-Maidan and advance 
economic reforms. 

The West must continue to support our 
ally Ukraine – for the sake of protecting its 
democratic future, and defending the prin-
ciple of democracy the world over. Ignoring 
Vladimir Putin’s continued offensive of 
covert military attacks, political pressure, 
propaganda and cyberattacks threatens 
Ukraine’s sovereignty and our own 
American national security interests.

It’s no coincidence that cyberattacks 
against Ukraine increased when the 
Ukrainian people self-organized to demand 
an open and democratic society in 2014. 
Days before Ukraine’s 2014 presidential 
election, hackers infiltrated Ukraine’s 
Central Election Commission with a series 
of attacks that disabled the website in an 
attempt to sow distrust in the outcome of 
the election of President Petro Poroshenko. 

In December 2015, hackers remotely 
shut down power at three regional electric-
ity distribution companies, creating a 
power outage affecting over 200,000 cus-
tomers for one to six hours. Last year, spe-
cialists discovered a malware infected com-
puter at an airport in Ukraine: evidence of a 
suspected cyberattack. 

In advocating for a Ukraine National 
Cyber Security System, President 
Poroshenko has declared cybersecurity to 
be a full-scale battlefield for state indepen-
dence.

The U.S. Congress has demonstrated 
strong support for Ukraine by appropriat-

ing funding for defensive weapons, human-
itarian assistance and economic assistance. 
However, more can and should be done to 
address Ukraine’s cybersecurity. That is 
why I ’ve introduced the Ukraine 
Cybersecurity Cooperation Act, H.R. 1997, 
to encourage cooperation between the 
United States and our ally Ukraine on mat-
ters of cybersecurity, and require a report 
from the State Department on best practic-
es to protect against future cyberattacks, to 
the benefit of both nations.

Cybersecurity is the national security 
challenge of our time. Cyber warfare is 
cheap to carry out and easy for adversaries 
to hide behind, making it particularly dam-
aging, difficult to detect and impossible for 
the victim to quickly respond. Yet, there is 
reason for optimism. At a Regional 
Cybersecurity Summit in Bucharest to dis-
cuss the prospects of cyber cooperation, 
former Deputy Secretary of Commerce 
Bruce Andrews (of the Obama administra-
tion) called it “a perfect example of a sector 
in which we can work together to increase 
national and economic security, create jobs 
and provide mutual prosperity for both our 
economies.” He concluded, “Together I am 
confident that we can provide leadership to 
enhance cybersecurity capabilities across 
Central and Southeast Europe.”

Both the United States and Ukraine have 
clear interests in strengthening our cyber 
defenses. Moreover, our cooperation 
toward this goal would send a strong, 
important signal of Western support for 
Ukraine at a time when it is literally fighting 
to protect its democratic identity. We must 
stand strong with the people of Ukraine 
and our NATO allies, and come together in 
furtherance of our cybersecurity defenses. 

Rep. Brendan F. Boyle, a Democrat, repre-
sents Pennsylvania’s 13th Congressional 
District.

The case for U.S.-Ukrainian 
cybersecurity collaboration

“Three Ways the West Can Get Tougher 
on Russia for Crimea Land Grab,” by Taras 
Kuzio, Atlantic Council’s “Ukraine’s Alert,” 
April 3 (http://www.atlanticcouncil.org/
blogs/ukrainealert/three-ways-the-west-
can-get-tougher-on-russia-for-crimea-land-
grab):

Russia’s occupation of Crimea has 
reached its third anniversary, and there is 

no evidence in sight that President Vladimir 
Putin will withdraw his occupation forces. 
Both the United States and Canada have 
reiterated their support for continued sanc-
tions against Russia as long as Crimea con-
tinues to be occupied. Still, ending Russia’s 
illegal occupation could take decades.

IN THE PRESS: Crimea, fake news,
potential of new Russian invasion

On the 100th anniversary  
of the Battle of Vimy Ridge

(Continued on page 16)

The following text was released by the 
Ukrainian Canadian Congress on April 9.

The Ukrainian Canadian community joins 
all Canadians in commemorating the 100th 
anniversary of the Battle of Vimy Ridge. 

“Several thousand Ukrainian Canadians 
fought in World War I with the Canadian 
Expeditionary Force. Many were recently 
arrived immigrants to Canada who served 
their new homeland with distinction and 
honour,” stated Capt. (ret.) Andre 
Sochaniwsky, CD, president of the Ukrainian 
War Veterans Association of Canada. “Today 
we pause to remember the enormous sacri-
fices Canadians have made to the cause of 
freedom.”

On April 9, 1917, the four divisions of 
the Canadian Corps attacked German posi-
tions on Vimy Ridge in northern France. In 
the ensuing battle, some 3,600 Canadian 
soldiers lost their lives and over 7,000 were 
wounded. On April 12, Canadians took 
Vimy Ridge.

It was on the battlefields of Vimy Ridge 
that the four Canadian divisions fought 
together for the first time. In the horror of 
artillery explosions, machine gun fire, and 
mud of the blood-soaked fields of Vimy, a 
new nation defended the cause of freedom 
in Europe. Canadian soldiers fought with 
courage and four would earn the Victoria 

(Continued on page 17)
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Ambassador speaks about U.S. support for Kyiv, importance of reform
Following is the text, slightly abridged, of 

remarks by U.S. Ambassador Marie 
Yovanovitch on April 6 at the 2017 Kyiv 
Security Forum, where she spoke on a select 
panel with former Ambassador to Ukraine 
Steven Pifer. The text was released by the U.S. 
Embassy in Ukraine.

… over the last 25 years, Ukraine and the 
United States have been steadfast partners, 
and I think that relationship has been 
strong and deep across all 
spheres, including, of course, 
in the security sphere. I was 
just in Washington about 
three weeks ago and had a 
wide set of consultations, 
including with people on the 
Hill. And I can confirm – as 
many of you know – that 
support for Ukraine in 
Washington, I think, remains 
very, very strong. …

And as we see the new 
administration moving for-
ward – and it is, even though there is so 
much anticipation about where we’re 
going, it is a new administration; we 
haven’t even seen 100 days yet. But I think 
we can see our policy being articulated 
more and more clearly. It started – I think 
as many of you know – with Nikki Haley, 
our permanent representative at the U.N., 
in her first set of remarks at the U.N. It was 
actually a special session on Ukraine and 
she came out with very strong comments. 
Vice-President [Mike] Pence, Secretary 
[James] Mattis have come out with very 
strong comments especially during meet-

ings in Europe. And Friday at the NATO 
ministerial, Secretary [Rex] Tillerson made 
some very strong comments and it was, I 
think, pretty comprehensive in terms of the 
full set of issues in terms of Ukrainian-
American relations.

…Secretary Tillerson noted U.S. steadfast 
support for Ukraine. That we are standing 
firm in support for Ukrainian sovereignty 
and territorial integrity. That we continue 
to support the Normandy four on Minsk 

and we hold Russia accountable for its 
Minsk commitments. That sanctions will 
remain in place until Moscow reverses the 
actions that triggered those sanctions. That 
we are concerned about the escalating vio-
lence along the line of contact and the tar-
geting of civilian infrastructure – which is 
something particularly worrisome that we 
have been seeing recently – by Russia-
controlled separatists, and that it risks a 
humanitarian disaster.

Secretary Tillerson called on Russia to 
use its influence over the separatists and to 
put a stop to the violence and to end the 

ADDRESS AT KYIV SECURITY FORUM

…we believe that that reform 
path will lead to a Ukraine 
that is more prosperous, 
democratic and ultimately 
secure. And I think will also 
make for a more confi dent 
and reliable partner for the 
United States and for NATO.

attacks against the OSCE monitors – again, 
another particularly worrisome develop-
ment. And he said that there is no basis to 
move forward on the political aspects of 
Minsk until there is a visible, verifiable and 
irreversible improvement in the security 
situation. He noted that Crimea-related 
sanctions must stay in place until Russia 
returns the peninsula.

The secretary also discussed the impor-
tance of redoubling efforts on reform, 
including uprooting corruption, increasing 
transparency in the judicial sector, 
strengthening the banking sector, and pur-
suing corporate reform in privately admin-
istrated and state-owned enterprises. 
Because Ukraine is really fighting two wars. 
There’s the war that we can all see in the 
east, fighting for territorial integrity and 
sovereignty. But Ukraine – as I think many 
of you recognize – is also fighting another 
war, all over Ukraine and right here in Kyiv, 
regarding what kind of a country is Ukraine 
going to be. 

And this is how the secretary put it. 
Secretary Tillerson said, “it serves no pur-
pose for Ukraine to fight for its body in the 

Donbas if it loses its soul to corruption.” So 
is Ukraine going to be the country that the 
demonstrators on the Maidan demanded? 
Is it going to be a country that is transpar-
ent, accountable, produces results for the 
people? Is that the country of the future 
here in Ukraine? And I think the answer 
has to be “yes,” for Ukraine’s future, as well 
as for our strong relationship. In this 
respect the Secretary also noted that anti-
corruption institutions must be supported, 
resourced and defended, and that we in the 
United States must continue to support 
Ukraine on its reform path.

We certainly understand that reform is 
not easy, and it’s only made harder with the 
situation in the east. Clearly these are very, 
very challenging times. But I think many of 
us would say that that makes it even more 
urgent that Ukraine move forward on 
reforms in all sectors, whether that’s eco-
nomic, political or security. I think it’s pop-

ular often to say – and I happen to believe 
it, which is why I repeat it – that Ukraine 
has made more progress in the last three 
years, in terms of reforms and where it is 
going, more positive progress than it had in 
the preceding 22. 

…reform efforts are never a straight line. 
It’s sort of movement forwards and side-
ways and backwards and forwards and so 
forth, but I think overall the last three years 
have been fairly positive. And the reason 
that I think that Ukraine has been success-
ful in its reform efforts and can continue to 
be successful is because of the people. As 
I’ve already said, I was here a number of 
years ago from 2001 to 2004 – I left right 
before the Orange Revolution – and the big 
difference between then and now is the 
expectations of the Ukrainian people. Not 
just the intelligentsia and the people in gov-
ernment, but I think people throughout 
Ukraine have the expectation that govern-
ment is now going to be transparent, 
accountable and produce results that will 
benefit the people, not just a select few.

And the Ukrainian people have put skin 
in the game. We see people have quit their 

jobs in private sector 
and are working in 
civil society or in the 
government to pro-
duce those results. 
And I have to say I 
find that very inspir-
ing and I think others 
do as well.

I’d like to just con-
clude these short remarks by just recalling – 
many of you probably heard Prime Minister 
David Cameron in his public statements last 
week when he was visiting Ukraine. And he 
also validated the progress that Ukraine has 
made throughout the last two years and 
said, “You know, you’ve proved you can do 
it, so don’t lose that momentum.” So I’d just 
like to repeat that: that it’s important for 
Ukraine to keep on going. Reform, as I said, 
is never a straight line and the U.S. really 
wants that strong partnership with Ukraine 
to continue. We want to continue to support 
those reform efforts – which have to be 
Ukraine’s reform efforts. And we believe 
that that reform path will lead to a Ukraine 
that is more prosperous, democratic and 
ultimately secure. And I think will also make 
for a more confident and reliable partner 
for the United States and for NATO. And I 
think that that’s really in Ukraine’s interest 
as well as our own.

Ukraine has made more progress 
in the last three years, in terms 
of reforms and where it is going, 
more positive progress than it 
had in the preceding 22. 

“This along with the misleading Soviet 
coverage of the South Korean airline inci-
dent exposes the Soviet predilection for 
lying,” Dr. Bociurkiw said. (Korean Airlines 
Flight 007 from New York to Seoul was 
shot down by a Soviet Su-15 interceptor on 
September 1, 1983, resulting in the deaths 
of 269 people.)

It was expected that Moscow would find 
a scapegoat for internal purposes to save 

face before its own people, observers said. 
The disaster could also serve as an excuse 
to shake up the leadership in Ukraine. 

A 1984 report by columnist Jack 
Anderson revealed that the CIA and the 
Pentagon knew of serious deficiencies in 
Soviet safety standards at nuclear power 
plants, and that thousands had died as a 
result of accidents at power plants and 
weapons complexes, as well as on nuclear 
submarines.

Source: “Ramifications of Chornobyl 
catastrophe,” The Ukrainian Weekly, May 4, 
1986.

(Continued from page 6)
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“Women of Maidan” sweeps through Florida’s Gulf Coast 
by A.H. Sawyckyj

LONGBOAT KEY, Fla. – Olha Onyshko’s 
documentary film “Women of Maidan” 
captivated the hearts and minds of Gulf 
Coast Floridians recently, as they 
embraced the compelling story of how 
Ukrainian women of all ages and back-
grounds championed freedom and justice 
in Ukraine’s 2013-2014 Revolution of 
Dignity. Residents from a 150-mile swath 
of coastal cities, from Naples to St. 
Petersburg, came out to screenings of the 
film or meetings with the filmmaker as the 
film and its creator swept through the area 
between March 9 and 14. 

The Washington, D.C., filmmaker’s 
weeklong swing through Florida’s Gulf 
Coast was precipitated by the acceptance 
of her film at the seventh annual Fort 
Myers Film Festival, which took place in 
the balmy southwest Florida city on March 
8-12. “Women of Maidan” was screened on 
March 9 to a full house in the beautifully 
restored Sidney and Berne Davis Art 
Center in downtown Fort Myers. The film 
is 66 minutes long, in Ukrainian and 
Russian, with English subtitles. 

A news clip on the local Fox News TV 
channel’s evening news captured some of 
the excitement felt by film festival attend-
ees as they entered the venue. It included 
several comments by Ms. Onyshko about 
her first impressions of the Fort Myers 
Film Festival and her enthusiastic response 
to being part of it (http://www.fox4now.
com/news/film-festival-drawing-crowds-
in-swfl).

In the filmmaker Q & A that followed 
the screening, Ms. Onyshko expertly and 
sensitively fielded a variety of questions 
from some of the 100 film enthusiasts in 
the audience – many of them clearly 
affected by the understated yet intense 
emotions emanating from the film, in 
which dozens of women reveal their rea-
sons for joining the civic actions on 
Maidan, the central square in Kyiv where 
thousands demonstrated for months and 
where some 100 protesters ultimately lost 
their lives. 

Eric Raddatz, director of the Fort Myers 
Film Festival, later said: “Several audience 
members told me they were moved at lev-
els they did not expect, as was I, and we’ve 
seen thousands of films. When Olha came 
down from the audience, there was such 
great warm applause. I teared up as she 
walked towards me. I believe the Q & A 
made the film even more meaningful as 
we learned the difficult and risky circum-
stances under which the film came to 
completion. Olha’s strength and vision are 
inspiring.” 

On March 12, the final day of the festi-
val, “Women of Maidan” took top honors 
in the category Best Documentary. The 
filmmaker, unaware, had already moved 
on to points north. 

As Ms. Onyshko traveled through 
Florida’s Gulf Coast, she was not alone: 
everywhere she went, she had a support-
ive network of Ukrainian American 
women who did their best to facilitate her 
visit and maximize the effect of her pres-
ence as a way to share information about 
the role of women in Ukraine’s Revolution 
of Dignity and about Ukraine generally. 

For instance, part of the enthusiastic 
audience at the Fort Myers screening and Q 
& A were a dozen Ukrainian American 
women, members of the Ukrainian 
National Women’s League of America 
Branch 136, based in Naples, Fla., some 50 
miles south of Fort Myers, who came up to 
the festival to support the filmmaker with 

their presence. Indeed, Ms. Onyshko’s 
attendance at the film festival was made 
possible by the fact that the women of the 
Naples branch, headed by its president, 
Natalie Santarsiero, had agreed to provide 
logistical support to the filmmaker at the 
event. Branch member Halyna Traversa 
provided transportation between airport 
and festival venues and generously hosted 
Ms. Onyshko in her home. 

In addition, a few weeks earlier, 
UNWLA Branch 56, based in North Port, 
Fla., had already familiarized the audience 
in their area with Ms. Onyshko’s work. 
The screening of “Women of Maidan” was 
the centerpiece of a February 26 program 
with the theme “Commemoration of 
Women Heroines” held at St. Andrew’s 
R e l i g i o u s  a n d  C u l t u r a l  C e n t e r 
(“Oseredok”) in North Port, with some 85 
people in attendance. The screening of the 
film had been planned months earlier, at 
the suggestion of branch member and 
program chair Vira Bodnaruk. Branch 
President Ann-Marie Susla and her execu-
tive backed the branch’s decision to 
screen the film, thereby generating finan-
cial support for the film and its creator. 
The branch was also the sponsor of a sub-
sequent screening of the film on March 14 
at Sarasota’s Selby Library. 

Fresh from a few days at the Fort Myers 
Film Festival, Ms. Onyshko’s next stop was 
75 miles north, on Longboat Key, where on 
March 12 she was a special guest speaker 
at a presentation titled ‘”Ukraine Update: 
From the 2013-2014 Revolution of Dignity 
to the Present.” The presentation began 
with Longboat Key resident Anisa Mycak 
speaking on the situation in Ukraine and 
current international relations involving 
Ukraine, Russia, the European Union and 
the United States. In response to the recent 
increased interest in Ukrainian affairs by 
Longboat Key residents, Ms. Mycak has 
given talks on Ukraine there for the fourth 
time in as many years. Ms. Onyshko’s seg-
ment focused on the filming of her inter-
views with women on the Maidan, her har-
rowing experience of bringing the footage 
safely out of the country and her involve-
ment in fund-raising for international 

humanitarian airlifts of injured demon-
strators . 

On March 13, Ms. Onyshko was the 
guest of honor at a benefit luncheon held 
at a private residence on Longboat Key, 
which was attended by Ukrainian 
American women from across Florida’s 
Gulf Coast – from St. Petersburg, Sarasota, 
Longboat Key, Venice, Osprey and North 
Port. All of the attendees are members of 
UNWLA. The event, masterminded by 
Oksana Bashuk Hepburn, together with 
co-organizers Romana Rainey and Ms. 
Mycak, raised a much-needed $2,500 for 
the filmmaker’s various post-production 
costs. A number of UNWLA members who 
were unable to attend the luncheon gener-
ously sent checks for the fund-raiser. 

The luncheon event was reported by 
Katie Johns in the March 14 online edition 
of The Longboat Observer, as well as in the 
publication’s March 30 print edition. (For 
the online story and nine-photo gallery, go 
to http://www.yourobserver.com/photo-
gallery/locals-celebrate-women-of-maid-
an-f i lmmaker-olha-onyshko.)  The 
Ukrainian Weekly carried a commentary 
on the luncheon in its March 24 edition 
(“How to make $2,500 in three hours” by 
Ms. Hepburn, http://www.ukrweekly.com/
uwwp/how-to-make-2500-in-three-
hours/). That story was reprinted in the 
March 31 print edition of Longboat Key 
News and was subsequently made avail-
able online (http://www.lbknews.
com/2017/04/09/how-to-make-2500-in-
three-hours/).

The final event on Ms. Onyshko’s whirl-
wind tour of southwest Florida was a 
March 14 screening of “Women of Maidan” 
at the Selby Library’s Geldbart Auditorium 
in downtown Sarasota. Ms. Mycak wel-
comed the audience on behalf of the spon-
soring organization, UNWLA Branch 56, 
and introduced Ms. Onyshko. The screen-
ing was followed by a Q & A with the film-
maker. 

Audience member Gerry Swormstedt, 
from the U.S. National Committee for U.N. 
Women, Gulf Coast chapter, called the film 
“a profoundly moving document that 
everyone should see.” She added that “the 

dedication shown by the women was 
inspiring, the gravity of what they went 
through was quite profound, the depth of 
emotion was very moving, and the cover-
age that the filmmaker provided was 
extraordinary. In our current climate, the 
film shows how people getting together 
and protesting can make a difference.” 

The event was covered on the local eve-
ning news on WWSB Channel 7, part of 
the ABC network, with brief background 
information about women’s role in 
Ukraine’s Revolution of Dignity and com-
ments by Ms. Onyshko (go to: http://
www.mysuncoast.com/news/local/film-
screening-at-selby-library-tells-dramatic-
story-of-life/article_b61abb28-0990-
11e7-bbb3-1fff9a020e39.html ). The story 
by Erica Brown dated March 15 appears 
on the station’s online website. 

Shortly afterwards, as Ms. Onyshko was 
enjoying a post-screening dinner with 
friends and supporters at a downtown 
Sarasota restaurant, she received a phone 
call from the director of the Fort Myers 
Film Festival informing her that “Women of 
Maidan” had won Best Documentary at the 
festival on March 12. Glasses were raised 
and toasts were made to celebrate Ms. 
Onyshko’s achievement and to wish her 
further success in sharing the story of 
Ukraine’s rebirth on the Maidan and the 
role of Ukrainian women in the Maidan 
story. 

There are many women who contribut-
ed to making Ms. Onyshko’s six-day 
Florida tour a success. In addition to the 
UNWLA Branch presidents mentioned 
above, thanks are also due to St . 
Petersburg UNWLA Branch 124 President 
Olya Czerkas for disseminating informa-
tion about Ms. Onyshko’s Gulf Coast 
appearances and to Atanas Kobryn for 
including it in his column in the North 
Port press. In addition, the enthusiasm 
and moral support provided by UNWLA 
member Anya Reynarowycz and her 
grandson Alex Harvey, a talented young 
entrepreneur, both of Fort Myers, during 
the early planning stages of Ms. Onyshko’s 
Gulf Coast tour helped propel the project 
forward. 

Writing to the many women supporters 
she encountered during her Florida tour, 
Ms. Onyshko said: “I am deeply moved by 
the warmth of your reception and by your 
soul-touching support. …Thank you for 
believing in me! And thank you for being 
the Guardian Angels of ‘Women of 
Maidan!’ ”

Since her Florida Gulf Coast tour, Ms. 
Onyshko has attended screenings of her 
film at Johns Hopkins, the U.S. Institute of 
Peace/Atlantic Council and Harvard 
University, as well as in Detroit and 
Toronto. On March 28, the film was 
screened at the U.S. Capitol under the spon-
sorship of Rep. Marcy Kaptur (D-Ohio) as 
part of Women’s Month in Washington and 
in tribute to women’s role in Ukraine’s 
Revolution of Dignity. 

In a testimony to the high regard in 
which he holds the filmmaker and her 
work, Eric Raddatz, director of the Fort 
Myers Film Festival ,  traveled to 
Washington to present Ms. Onyshko with 
the “Best Doc” award at the event in the 
U.S. Capitol. 

For information about the film, readers 
may go to www.womenofmmaidan.com. A 
link on the site will provide information 
regarding tax-deductible donations to 
“Docs in Progress” (Memo: “Women of 
Maidan”). To contact Ms. Onyshko regard-
ing future screenings, write to oliafilm@
gmail.com or call 202-257-7356. 

Olha Onyshko at the Fort Myers Films Festival, where her film “Women of Maidan” 
won the award for Best Documentary.

Courtesy of the Fort Myers Film Festival
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by Liza Donovan  
and Iryna Chuyan

NEW YORK – “This is not the SGA that I 
remember” seems to be the popular phrase 
lately for alumni who periodically pop in to 
their alma mater at 215 E. Sixth St. to visit 
with former teachers and reconnect with 
fond memories of their bygone teenage years. 

In fact, the many visitors who, in the last 
18 months, have stepped through the large 
glass doors of St. George Academy (SGA) in 
New York City’s East Village have been 
pleasantly surprised by the changes to the 
school, not only in its appearance, but in its 
atmosphere.

“I’ve noticed the school is more vibrant,” 
said alumna Klara Kurti, “and there is more 
student involvement that wasn’t present in 
previous years.”

The vibe of the school has indeed 
changed, thanks to its spirited and energet-
ic new principal, Andrij Stasiw, an active 
member of the Ukrainian American com-
munity and resident of the East Village. 
Since he became SGA’s principal in 
September of 2015, he has launched the 
school into a renaissance the likes of which 
it has never seen before. 

SGA students show their support for 
Ukraine.

An East Village renaissance: St. George Academy

Mr. Stasiw began to make changes 
almost from day one. He revamped the 
classrooms by installing state-of-the-art 
Smartboards and new desks in every room. 
He then installed a high-tech security cam-
era system throughout the school. The halls 
were brightened with a coat of paint in the 
new SGA colors, red and green (another 
change initiated by the new principal), and 
a modern logo was introduced as well.

In addition to the numerous cosmetic 
improvements, Mr. Stasiw added new and 
exciting courses to the school’s educational 
program including: computer coding, jour-
nalism, current events, philosophy, chorus 
and art. Students also now have the oppor-
tunity to take Advanced Placement courses 
(AP) in some subjects, and free afterschool 
Regents prep courses are available for 
interested students. 

The school’s sports program offers vol-
leyball and basketball, and will soon offer 
soccer also. 

As part of their journalism class, the SGA 
senior class now publishes a newspaper, 
The SGA Harbinger, which comes out on a 
quarterly basis, while the administration 
publishes a quarterly bulletin that is dis-
tributed to the parishioners of St. George 
Ukrainian Catholic Church, as well as mem-
bers of the Ukrainian American community.

In the past 18 months, the students have 

had numerous opportunities to meet with 
renowned guests from outside the school 
community. 

Most recently, the student body met with 
Maryna Poroshenko, the first lady of 
Ukraine, and Mamuka Mamulashvili, leader 
of the Georgian National Legion, which has 
been fighting beside Ukrainian soldiers in 
eastern Ukraine since the onset of the 
Russia’s war in Ukraine.

“There is always an opportunity here for 
students to learn something new – not just 
in their regular day-to-day courses, but 
about current events both here and 
abroad,” commented Dr. Kim Halverson, 
SGA’s math teacher.

SGA teachers have thrown their support 
eagerly behind their new leader. They are a 
dedicated group of professionals who are 
committed to providing a safe and caring 
environment, while offering the highest 
quality of education for their students. 
Most of the teachers have years of experi-
ence, as well as doctorates or master’s 
degrees in education from universities such 
as New York University, Columbia and Pace. 
Together with Mr. Stasiw, they are enthusi-
astic about the changes at SGA.

“We want people to understand that we 
are not the same SGA that they remember. 
We are a new and improved boutique 
school which has a lot to offer our 

Ukrainian and non-Ukrainian students,” Mr. 
Stasiw explained. 

For the past several years SGA has shared 
its building with La Salle Academy, an all-
boys high school which occupies the fourth 
and fifth floors of the school building. SGA 
occupies the first three, while the gym and 
cafeteria are a shared space. Although the 
two schools share the facilities amiably, SGA 
is very much its own entity and has often 

been referred to by La Salle students as “the 
unicorn school,” a phrase that has come to 
mean the ideal school where students and 
teachers are always happy.

Although the student body at SGA repre-
sents a healthy mix of cultures, SGA 
remains a school with a unique Ukrainian 
flavor. In fact, it is the only school of its kind 
in the nation. Specifically, it is fast becoming 
the ideal school for foreign students, both 
from Ukraine and other parts of the world. 
With its strong English as a Second 
Language (ESL) program, and its excellent 
teacher-to-student ratio, the school offers a 
safe and comfortable environment for for-
eign students who are transitioning from 
one culture to another. 

“It is too easy for foreign students to get 
lost within the public school system. Our 
school provides the perfect atmosphere for 
students from Ukraine, and other parts of 
the world, to learn English in a safe and car-
ing environment,” said Principal Stasiw.

In the past decade, SGA has been a haven 
not only for students from Ukraine, but also 
Poland, Georgia, China, Togo and Mali to 
name a few. Since Mr. Stasiw became prin-
cipal, full and partial scholarships are avail-
able to Ukrainian and Ukrainian American 
students. 

Principal Stasiw, together with his staff 
and faculty, has great plans and further 
improvements in store for St. George 
Academy in the near future.

SGA greets First Lady Maryna Poroshenko.

Students enjoy art class.



No. 17THE UKRAINIAN WEEKLY      SUNDAY, APRIL 23, 201712

appeared in court on April 18, Yulia 
Kozhemyakina, testified that she had seen 
the article that led to the charges against 
Mr. Semena. She had been enlisted by 
investigators to be present as a witness 
when they were examining the article on a 
web page. But a lawyer for Mr. Semena, 
Emil  Kurbedinov,  sa id  that  Ms . 
Kozhemyakina was unable to answer some 

of the questions  from the defense and did 
not appear to fully understand the witness 
statement that she had signed. “When we 
asked, ‘Do you know what this technical 
term means?’ the witness said [she] did 
not,” Mr. Kurbedinov said. In March, the 
European Parliament called on Moscow to 
free more than 30 Ukrainian citizens who 
are in prison or face other conditions of 
restricted freedom in Russia, Crimea, and 
parts of eastern Ukraine that are controlled 
by Russia-backed separatists. The 
European Parliament has urged Russia to 

allow Mr. Semena and the others listed to 
travel freely. Mr. Semena is barred from 
leaving Crimea and must seek permission 
from the Russian-imposed authorities to 
travel outside Symferopol. In September, 
RFE/RL President Thomas Kent described 
the case against Semena as “part of a con-
certed effort by Russian and Russian-
backed authorities to obstruct RFE/RL’s 
journalistic mission to provide an indepen-
dent press to residents of Crimea.” The 
Semena trial began on March 20, but was 
swiftly adjourned until April 3 and was 
then adjourned again until April 18. The 
next trial date, May 3, is the U.N.-designated 
World Press Freedom Day. (Crimean Desk, 
RFE/RL’s Ukrainian Service)

Russia won’t broadcast Eurovision

MOSCOW – Russian state television 
broadcaster Channel One says it won’t 
show this year’s Eurovision Song Contest 
after Ukraine banned Russia’s entry in the 
competition. “Channel One considers the 
refusal by Ukraine absolutely groundless,” a 
news anchor announced on April 13. “It is 
an attempt by Ukraine to politicize the 
competition.” Russia selected singer Yulia 
Samoilova as its contestant earlier this 
month. But Ukraine says she is barred from 
entering the country because she violated 
Ukrainian law by performing in Crimea in 
2015. Russia illegally annexed the 
Ukrainian peninsula in 2014. Russia 

slammed Kyiv’s ban and rejected a compro-
mise under which Ms. Samoilova would be 
allowed to compete via satellite link. 
Channel One said it took its decision after 
receiving a letter from the contest’s orga-
nizer, the European Broadcasting Union, 
saying it had been “unable to resolve the 
issue.” Ukraine won the right to host the 
Eurovision contest by winning last year. 
The final is set for May 13. (RFE/RL, based 
on reporting by AFP and DPA)

Manafort to register as foreign agent

WASHINGTON – U.S. President Donald 
Trump’s former campaign chairman will 
register as a foreign agent for lobbying 
work he did on behalf of pro-Russian politi-
cal interests in Ukraine, his spokesman has 
said. Paul Manafort’s decision to register 
comes amid investigations by the FBI and 
Congress into the Trump campaign’s con-
tacts with Russia. Manafort spokesman 
Jason Maloni said on April 12 that Mr. 
Manafort’s lobbying for ousted Ukrainian 
President Viktor Yanukovych’s party 
between 2012 and 2014 was not done on 
behalf of Russia. Mr. Yanukovych fled to 
Russia in 2014 amid massive protests 
against his rule. By registering retroactively 
with the Justice Department, Mr. Manafort 
will be acknowledging that he failed to pre-
viously disclose his work as required by 

(Continued on page 13)
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The UKRAINIAN MUSEUM in NEW YORK is seeking assistant director.
For further information please visit:

http://www.ukrainianmuseum.org/temp/job_asstdir.pdf

Ukrainian Sport Museum and Hall of Fame 
60 N Je� erson Rd., Whippany, NJ 07981

is open every Saturday and Sunday from 
12 noon to 6 pm. We can also do group showings 
by special appointments by calling 973-919-1322

PROFESSIONALS

TO PLACE YOUR AD CALL WALTER HONCHARYk (973) 292-9800 x3040
or e-mail adukr@optonline.net

SERVICES

SERVICES

SERVICES

OPPORTUNITIES

LAW OFFICES OF 
ZENON B. MASNYJ, ESQ.___________________
In the East Village since 1983

Serious personal injury, real estate 
for personal and business use, 

representation of small and mid-size 
businesses, securities arbitration, 

divorce, wills and probate.
(By Appointment Only)

140 Second Avenue
New York, NY 10003

212-477-3002
zbmasnyj@verizon.net

If 212-477-3002 landline not working, 
please call 201-247-2413

Earn Extra incomE!
The Ukrainian Weekly is looking 

for advertising sales agents.
For additional information contact  

Walter Honcharyk, Advertising Manager,  
The Ukrainian Weekly, 973-292-9800, ext 3040.

Run your advertisement here, 
in The Ukrainian Weekly’s 

CLASSIFIEDS section.

МАРІЯ ДРИЧ
Ліцензований Продавець

Страхування Життя
МАRІA DRICH

Licensed Life Insurance Agent 
  Ukrainian National Assn., Inc.

2200 Route 10, Parsippany, NJ 07054
Tel.: 973-292-9800 ext. 3011

e-mail: mdrich@unamember.com

FOR SALE

For sale in Rutherford, NJ 
Gracious Georgian Colonial, side-
by-side duplex. Each unit has a 
modern kitchen, LR, DR, half bath, 
sun porch. 2nd 
 oor 6 BR, 3 BA. 
One attic 	 nished, could be used 
as an o�  ce or children’s play room. 
Excellent commute to NYC, only two 
blocks to train or bus. Price $600,000. 

Call Irene, 973-634-0657.
Seller is a licensed real estate agent. 

focuses on the effects of the aging of neu-
rons when calories are restricted. This was 
evidence that while some educational cor-
r u p t i o n  ex i s t s  i n  U k ra i n e ,  t h e 
Precarpathian University can be a model 
for the other 900 or so institutions of high-
er education.

The third speaker, Alex Kuzma, executive 
director of the Ukrainian Catholic Education 
Foundation, which supports the Ukrainian 
Catholic University (UCU) in Lviv, focused 
his remarks on how UCU faculty, adminis-
tration and students are truly in the battle 
for educational reform. Mr. Kuzma shared 
the heartbreaking story of how one of UCU’s 
community members was shot and killed 
by a sniper during the 2014 Euro-Maidan 
protests in Kyiv while trying to drag another 
injured UCU member to safety. 

Mr. Kuzma also noted that, while we are 
here today to talk about educational reform 
in Ukraine, “We have to approach this issue 
with a certain level of humility – knowing 
that, even here in the United States, higher 
education is in crisis, and we have some-
thing to learn from the students and faculty 
in Ukraine in terms of forcing economic, 
political and educational reform.”

The dialogue concluded with an 
impromptu speaker, Dr. Leo Rudnytzky, a 
retired professor from La Salle University 
and former rector of the Ukrainian Free 
University (UFU), who was called up from 
the audience by Manor College President 
Jonathan Peri to offer remarks. Dr. Rudnytzky 
reflected on his days as UFU president and 
said, “Much progress has been made. I 
remember the days when I was rector and 
there were rectors and professors from other 
universities in Ukraine who would ask me: 
what’s the most important thing that we can 
do in terms of education reform?” Dr. 
Rudnytzky shared with the audience that he 
would continually answer, “decentralization” 
– meaning that it should be up to each indi-
vidual university about how they wanted to 
run their university. This suggested a break 
from the time when government intrusion 
was part of the culture. 

Dr. Rudnytzky also posed a question to 
Dr. Kvit (his former student) asking about 

student rights in Ukraine: whether stu-
dents have a say in the curriculum and if 
their ideas are being considered. Dr. Kvit 
answered by saying, “the problem is we 
can’t change the system because there are 
too many higher education institutions. 
There are about 900 institutions of higher 
education, most of which are not actual 
universities, and …Ukraine needs to consol-
idate the number of higher education insti-
tutions in order to really change the system 
completely.”

The dialogue concluded with a brief Q & 
A period during which several audience 
questions were answered courtesy of Dr. 
Kipa’s moderation. President Peri closed 
the dialogue by saying, “If it’s not us who 
begin to address the issues presented in 
Ukraine, then who will? We can really make 
a difference and it’s just a matter of collabo-
rating.” 

As president of America’s only institution 
of higher education founded by Ukrainian 
religious sisters, President Peri later com-
mented: “Most folks probably don’t know 
enough about Ukraine, other than that it 
borders Russia. And that’s true, but what 
needs to be known is that Ukraine is strug-
gling to be westernized because it has cul-
tural lag from Soviet times compounded by 
Russia’s war with Ukraine. This cultural lag, 
along with pay-for-GPA corruption and a 
weak economy, slows Ukraine’s westerniza-
tion and, therefore, harms Ukraine’s upcom-
ing students. Our program today was about 
what we can do to help. The answer we got 
was: We need partnerships with American 
institutions. We’re glad we can be at the 
forefront of that conversation.”

To watch the full dialogue on education 
in Ukraine, readers may go to this link on 
YouTube: https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v= cWh7zYWCu88&t=4s.

Manor College plans to host Ukrainian-
focused dialogues every semester and on 
May 25 Congressman Brendan Boyle, along 
with some fellow members of the 
Congressional Ukrainian Caucus, will have 
a congressional hearing/town hall event on 
Manor’s campus that will be open to the 
community. More information about Major 
College, a private, suburban-Philadelphia 
educational institution that offers more 
than 30 associate degree programs, may be 
found at www.manor.edu.

(Continued from page 1)

Manor College...
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U.S. law. Mr. Maloni said there was nothing 
improper about Mr. Manafort’s political 
consulting for Mr. Yanukovych’s political 
party, including how he was paid, and the 
lobbying ended before Mr. Manafort began 
working on Trump’s campaign in March 
2016. Mr. Manafort resigned from the 
Trump campaign in August, after revela-
tions that he was paid millions of dollars to 
lobby on behalf of Mr. Yanukovych and his 
party. AP reported that U.S. prosecutors 
have been looking into Mr. Manafort’s work 
for years as part of an effort to recover 
Ukrainian assets stolen after Mr. 
Yanukovych fled the country. (RFE/RL, 
based on reporting by AP and Reuters)

Canada’s Senate adopts Magnitsky law

OTTAWA – On April 11, Canada’s Senate 
adopted Bill S-226 - Justice for Victims of 
Corrupt Foreign Officials Act (Sergei 
Magnitsky Law), introduced by Sen. Raynell 
Andreychuk. The senator stated: “Bill S-226 
signals internationally that Canada cannot 
be used to enable or shelter gross violators 
of internationally recognized human rights. 
Through amendments to the Special 
Economic Measures Act  and the 
Immigration and Refugee Protection Act, 
Bill S-226 would allow for the Canadian 
assets and property of foreign nationals to 
be seized, frozen or sequestered, if those 
foreign nationals are deemed responsible 
for, or complicit in, gross violations of inter-
nationally recognized human rights. The 
Senate has done its duty in carefully con-
sidering this legislation. It is now the 
responsibility of the House of Commons to 
further Canada’s ability to exercise, defend 
and promote internationally recognized 
human rights and freedoms using one 
more valuable foreign policy tool.” A con-
current bill, C-267, was introduced by 
Member of Parliament James Bezan 
(Selkirk-Interlake-Eastman, Manitoba) in 
the House of Commons in May 2016. On 
April 6, the Standing Committee on Foreign 
Affairs and International Development 
tabled a report to the House of Commons 
titled “A Coherent and Effective Approach 
to Canada’s Sanctions Regimes: Sergei 
Magnitsky and Beyond.” The report recom-
mends that “In honor of Sergei Magnitsky, 
the government of Canada should amend 
the Special Economic Measures Act to 
expand the scope under which sanctions 
measures can be enacted, including in 
cases of gross human rights violations.” The 
House tabled the bill on April 13. MP Bezan 
stated: “We must work in concert with our 
allies to ensure that there are mechanisms 
in place in order to sanction individuals 
who are responsible for, or complicit in, 
gross violations of internationally recog-
nized human rights and are abusing their 
positions of authority.” (Ukrainian 
Canadian Congress Daily Briefing)

KHPG: Russia forces Crimeans to serve 

KHARKIV, Ukraine – The Kharkiv 
Human Rights Protection Group (KHPG) 
reported, “Nearly 5,000 young Crimeans 
are to be conscripted into Russia’s army in 
2017, with Russia thus openly flouting the 
U.N. General Assembly and the Fourth 
Geneva Convention. For the first time since 
Russia invaded and annexed Crimea, 
Crimeans will be sent to regions of the 
Russian Federation. Criminal liability and 
other measures have also been increased 
since April 1 against those unwilling to do 
such ‘military service,’ ” The KHPG also 
noted: “The Crimean Human Rights Group 
has long warned that any conscription of 
Crimeans breaches international humani-
tarian law, and specifically the Geneva 

Convention relative to the Protection of 
Civilian Persons in Time of War. Article 51 
of this convention states unequivocally that 
‘The Occupying Power may not compel 
protected persons to serve in its armed or 
auxiliary forces. No pressure or propagan-
da which aims at securing voluntary enlist-
ment is permitted.’ Article 49 prohibits 
‘individual or mass forcible transfers, as 
well as deportations of protected persons 
from occupied territory to the territory of 
the Occupying Power or to that of any other 
country, occupied or not.’ This, of course, 
applies also to Russia’s continuing impris-
onment in Russia of Ukrainian political 
prisoners and its ‘deportation’ of Crimean 
Tatars. Russia’s denial that it is occupying 
Crimea has been rejected by the entire 
democratic world. The full report from 
Kharkiv Human Rights Protection Group is 
available at http://khpg.org/en/index.
php?id=1491741696. (Ukrainian Canadian 
Congress Daily Briefing)

17 arrested in assassination plot 

WASHINGTON – Prosecutors say that 17 
people have been detained in Moldova and 
Ukraine in a suspected plot to assassinate 
Vladimir Plahotniuc, one of Moldova’s most 
powerful politicians. Vitalie Busuioc of the 
Moldovan Prosecutor’s Office for Organized 
Crime said on April 8 they had seized 
money and weapons, including grenade 
launchers, that were to be used in plot to 
kill Mr. Plahotniuc, a businessman who is 
also the head of the Democratic Party, the 
largest partner in Moldova’s pro-European 
governing coalition. Eight of the suspects 
were arrested in Moldova, while the nine 
others were in Ukraine, according to Mr. 
Busuioc. Ion Iachimov of the Moldovan 
National Investigation Inspectorate said 
two Moldovans, one of whom is currently 
in Moscow, ordered the murder in 
exchange for $200,000. The Democratic 
Party said in a statement that it “firmly con-
demned this criminal act.” Ukraine’s 
Internal Affairs Ministry said on April 7 
that the authorities had thwarted an assas-
sination attempt against Mr. Plahotniuc. 
(RFE/RL)
NATO-Ukraine working group meets

OTTAWA – The annual meeting of the 
NATO-Ukraine Joint Working Group on 
Defense Reform took place in Brussels on 
April 13. Ukraine’s Mission to NATO report-
ed. “Ukraine’s progress in reforming the 
defense and security sector, and the state of 
implementation of a Comprehensive 
Assistance Package for our country were 
discussed during the meeting,” the mission 
explained. “Attention was paid to the 
improvement of Ukrainian legislation, in 
particular to the drafting of the Law ‘On 
National Security,’ reform of the Internal 
Affairs Ministry of Ukraine and gender 
issues.” Ukraine’s mission to the alliance 
also reported that “NATO’s representatives 
positively assessed the progress of Ukraine 
in reforming the security and defense sec-
tor. Allies emphasized that they will contin-
ue to provide Ukraine political support and 
practical help during its fight with Russian 
aggression.” (Ukrainian Canadian Congress 
Daily Briefing)

Poroshenko urges British investment

KYIV – During an official visit to the 
United Kingdom of Great Britain and 
Northern Ireland, President Petro 
Poroshenko met with representatives of 
business circles of the country, the press 
service of the Ukrainian president has said. 
The Ukrainian president spoke about the 
introduction of reforms in Ukraine over the 
past three years and the main results that 
have been achieved to date. Considerable 
attention was paid to creating a good 
investment climate, conducting judicial 

reform, fighting corruption, and reforming 
the banking and energy sector. The presi-
dent said he believes in the promising 
future of the trade and investment between 
Ukraine and the U.K. According to him, the 
U.K. has become one of the largest foreign 
investors in Ukraine with more than $2 bil-
lion invested and tens of thousands of jobs 
created. Mr. Poroshenko noted the success-
ful cooperation of the Ukrainian company 
Antonov and the British company Dowty 
Propellers in the creation of the An-132D 
transport aircraft. The president also wel-

comed the interest of British companies in 
Ukraine, in particular, the international 
company Unilever, which opened a tea fac-
tory in the Kyiv region, and the internation-
al company Hutchison Ports, which plans to 
enter the domestic container shipping mar-
ket in the short term. “The success of these 
projects in our country will certainly be a 
good example for other investors, as well as 
an important signal of confidence in 
Ukrainian reforms,” Mr. Poroshenko said. 
( Interfax-Ukraine ,  based on the 
Presidential Administration of Ukraine)

(Continued from page 12)
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It is with great sorrow that we announce 
the passing on April 11, 2017 of our dear 

husband, father, grandfather and great-grandfather 

Stefan Slywotzky
born on January 11, 1921 in Rakovets, Ivano-Frankivsk oblast.

He is survived by:
wife    -  Wolodymyra
son     -  Adrian and wife Chrystyna
daughter    -  Chrystia
grandchildren   -  Adrian and wife Miriam Eckelhoefer, Vira, 

      Nina and husband Matt Berlin, Maya 
great-grandchildren  -  Oleksander, So	 a, Teodor

Funeral services were held on Saturday, April 15, at St. Andrew 
Ukrainian Cemetery in South Bound Brook, NJ.

May he rest in peace!
Вічная пам’ять!

Our heartfelt condolences go out to Stefan’s entire family - his 
wife Wolodymyra, his son Adrian and daughter Chrystia along 
with their spouses, children and grandchildren - as well as to all 
of his friends and the many members of the Ukrainian Institute, 
whose lives he forever touched.

May he rest in eternal peace.

Vichnaya Pamyat!

The Board of Directors 
of the Ukrainian Institute of America 

regrets to announce that our
 Member, Benefactor and Friend 

STEFAN SLYWOTZKY
passed into eternal rest on April 11, 2017

With deep sorrow we announce the passing on April 5, 2017 of 
our father, grandfather, and great grandfather

John Tomchuk
born December 11, 1921 in Novosilka, Ternopil oblast, Ukraine,

husband of the late Tania.

Remaining in deep sorrow:

children 
  Maria Tomchuk 
  Sonia with husband George Petrasz
grandchildren  
  Paul Chrobak
  Tamara with husband Nickolas Zaderej
  Tania with husband Walter Zinych
  Yuri Petrasz
great grandchildren
  Larissa and Alexandra Zaderej 
  Danylko and Juliana Zinych 

Funeral Services were held on April 10 at Sts. Volodymyr and Olha 
Ukrainian Catholic Church in Chicago. He was buried at St. Nicholas 
Ukrainian cemetery on Higgins Road in Chicago.

In lieu of 
 owers, donations may be made to Fond Zakhystu Heroyiv, 
#164010, c/o Selfreliance Ukrainian American Federal Credit Union, 2332 
West Chicago Avenue, Chicago, Illinois 60622
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by Valentyna Hlushak

NEW YORK – On Saturday, March 11, Self-Reliance 
School of Ukrainian Studies in New York City paid its 
respects to the great Ukrainian bard, Taras Shevchenko.

The annual celebration began with Principal Ivan Makar 
addressing the students and guests with these words: 
“Taras Shevchenko was a Ukrainian genius. He was the 
light that guided Ukrainians during a period of enslave-
ment by Moscow, a time when Ukrainians were serfs on 
their own land. Taras Shevchenko was a symbol of freedom 
during the Revolution of Dignity in 2013-2014. The bard 
was a guiding star for the Maidanivtsi [the people on the 
Maidan] when they fought with their lives for freedom for 
Ukraine. His strong belief and desire were to see Ukraine as 
an independent, sovereign state inherited by successive 
generations. He is the power that helps today’s Ukrainian 
soldiers at war with Russia.”

The festive concert began with the sixth and seventh 
graders singing the words of Shevchenko’s “My Thoughts.”

Each class, from “Svitlychka” (pre-K) to 12th grade per-
formed; students recited poems, sang songs and put on a 
play.

The brilliant performance by students in grades 8, 10 
and 12 must be noted. They mounted a presentation of the 
play “Nazar Stodolia.” Authentic Ukrainian costumes and a 
tastefully decorated stage took the audience’s breath away. 

Ukrainian language teacher Olya Matviyishyn organized 
and directed the performance.

Svitlychka pupils sang their song “Bloom in the Valley of 
Red Viburnum” while pretending to play on banduras, one 
of the oldest Ukrainian folk instruments. Their teachers are 
Maria Sidlyar and assistant Arkadia Pereklita.

Much gratitude was expressed to the school’s talented 
music teacher, Elya Romanyshyn, who taught the students 
to sing so beautifully, and pianist and teacher Anastasia 

Antoniv for the lovely accompaniment.
Kudos were extended to the Parents Committee for its 

tireless work and assistance in organizing this special 
event, and to the school’s sponsor, the Self-Reliance 
Association of Ukrainian Americans, New York branch, and 
chairwoman Natalia Duma, who attended the concert.

The annual Shevchenko celebration closed with his 
timeless poem “Testament” and the Ukrainian national 
anthem.

COMMUNITY CHRONICLE

Students and teachers of the Self-Reliance School of Ukrainian Studies in New York City.
Andriy Koval

Eighth grade students (from left) Solomiya Koziy and 
Katiya Synkovych.

Volodymyr Sadoviy 

Pupils of the Svitlychka (preschool).
Volodymyr Sadoviy 

Toms River children honor Shevchenko

TOMS RIVER, N.J. – Children of St. Stephen Ukrainian Catholic Church perform a 
concert on March 19 in honor of Taras Shevchenko. Organizers of the event included 
the Rev. Volodymyr Popyk, choreographer Nadiya Lemega and Maria Ivanys, as well as 
song and poem recitation instruction by Lilia Zayceva. The show was capped off by the 
church choir’s performance, under the direction of George Shevchuk. Stan Jakubowycz 
of Brick, N.J., and his wife Halyna, who had attended the concert six years prior, said 
they were surprised by the increase in youth at the parish this year. Mr. Jakubowycz 
lauded the organizers, performers and the parents of the children for a great show hon-
oring Shevchenko.

New York Ukrainian studies school pays respects to the great bard
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OOL and UAYA coordinate educational project on 70th anniversary of Akcja Wisla
OOL

PASSAIC, N.J. – The Organization for the 
Defense of Lemkivshchyna (OOL) and the 
Ukrainian American Youth Association 
(UAYA) have partnered to help educate 
people about the 1947 forced resettlement 
of the Ukrainian minority in Poland, code-
named Akcja Wisła.

Mark Howansky, president of OOL, and 
Dianna Howansky Reilly, OOL national 
board member, led an informative presen-
tation about Akcja Wisła at the Ukrainian 
Center in Passaic, N.J., on April 12 as part of 
the UAYA weekly meetings. This year marks 
the 70th anniversary of the forced reloca-
tion program. 

One of the goals of OOL is to obtain rec-
ognition and reparation from the current 
Polish government for this crime against 
Ukrainians. Another is to educate people 
about this tragic chapter in Ukrainian histo-
ry. Mr. Howansky welcomed the offer to 
partner with UAYA when it decided to 
include Akcja Wisła as one of the annually 
selected education topics for the 2016-

2017 academic year. The teaching materi-
als on the topic were compiled by members 
of the UAYA’s National Educational Council. 

OOL officers supplemented their work by 
giving guest presentations, which include to 
date: Zenon and Olenka Halkowycz in Jersey 
City, N.J.; Toma Pyz in Irvington, N.J.; Petro 
and Julia Kosciolek in Goshen, N.Y.; Mr. 
Howansky in Whippany and Passaic, N.J.; and 
Ms. Howansky Reilly and Lena Howansky in 
Stamford, Conn., and Yonkers, N.Y. The UAYA’s 
National Educational Council also wanted 
young members of UAYA (“yunatstvo”) to 
interact with eyewitnesses and survivors of 
Akcja Wisła. With the help of OOL, a list of 
interview questions was created and survi-
vors were identified. The questions are cur-
rently being used as a template by the young 
interviewers of the different (branches) of 
UAYA in the U.S. and Canada to interview sur-
vivors of Akcja Wisła.

The interviews conducted by the yunat-
stvo will be posted on the UAYA website 
and Lemko-OOL YouTube channel. These 
young UAYA members will also be tested on 
their knowledge and present their inter-

 COMMUNITY CHRONICLE

UCC announces hiring 
of national fund manager

UCC

OTTAWA – The Ukrainian Canadian 
Congress (UCC) announced the appoint-
ment of Janine (Asya) Kuzma as the new 
national fund development manager.

“I am very pleased to welcome Janine 
to the UCC team,” stated Paul Grod, 
national president of the UCC. “It is 
important for us to strengthen our 
capacity to deliver programs and proj-
ects, and I am confident that Janine will 
play a key role in this regard.”

Ms. Kuzma received her post-graduate 
diploma in fund-raising management 
from Humber Institute of Technology 
and Advanced Learning. She also has a 
B.A. degree in Russian and Eastern 
European studies and Russian language 
and literature from the University of 
Toronto. She speaks English, Ukrainian, 
Polish and Russian.

She has worked with the Ukrainian 
World Congress, Jack.org, Childhood 
Cancer Canada and most recently with 
University of Toronto Schools (UTS). At 
UTS she developed a full strategic plan to 
support a $60 million capital campaign, 
as well as on the annual giving campaign, 
prospect research and stewardship pro-
grams.

Ms. Kuzma is responsible for advanc-
ing the mission of the Ukrainian 
Canadian Congress by fostering strong 
relationships with current and potential 

individual and corporate donors. She will 
work closely with the UCC fund-raising 
committee to develop and advance UCC 
campaigns, maximizing the revenue 
potential of special events, sponsorship 
and advertising. She can be reached at 
Janine.Kuzma@ucc.ca or 416-524-7665.

To learn more about how to support 
the work and programs of the Ukrainian 
Canada Congress readers may visit 
http://www.ucc.ca/donate/ways-to-
donate/.

Janine Kuzma, the national fund devel-
opment manager of the Ukrainian 

Canadian Congress.

UUARC

PHILADELPHIA – The first container of 
humanitarian aid sent out this year by the 
United Ukrainian American relief 
Committee (UUARC) was loaded by volun-
teers in the Philadelphia area on March 24 
and shipped to Kyiv. 

The container of aid included new physi-
cal therapy equipment – including a spe-
cialized treadmill, a recumbent stepper and 
continuous passive motion units, as well as 
electrotherapy units – valued at just over 
$100,000, which was made possible thanks 
to the generosity of the estate of Harry 
Malynowsky. This equipment is destined 
for three facilities in Kharkiv, Dnipro and 
Poltava in Mr. Malynowsky’s memory. 

Many Ukrainian soldiers and civilians 
have received very serious injuries and the 
hope is that this equipment will provide the 
aid necessary for their recovery. 

Also in the container are two new jug-
gernaut electric bikes, which will allow for 
quicker and quieter medical aid to those in 
need; two new four-seater strollers with 
covers for regional specialized orphanages 
in Tulchyn and Khmelnytsky for special 
needs children from birth to age 7; 40 

boxes of medical supplies, wheelchairs, 
crutches, walkers, portable toilets, baby 
diapers, adult disposable briefs, clothing, 
shoes and linens for those in need. 

In addition, several boxes of school sup-
plies and items of personal hygiene are 
being sent to the children in Avdiyivka, 
which is in the Donetsk Oblast in eastern 
Ukraine.

UUARC sends first shipment of 2017
of humanitarian aid to Ukraine

Volunteers load a shipping container 
with humanitarian aid items destined for 

various regions of Ukraine.

view projects at the annual Zlet youth gath-
ering on Memorial Day weekend at the 
UAYA camp in Ellenville, N.Y.

The children learned about the first phase 
that included a Soviet-Polish population 
exchange, where 490,000 Ukrainians were 
relocated from Poland to the Soviet Union 
and 790,000 Poles were relocated from the 
Soviet Union to Poland. Akcja Wisła was the 
Polish Communist government’s attempt to 
deal with the remaining 150,000 Ukrainians 
who refused to leave their ancestral lands. 

Akcja Wisła (also referred to as Operation 
Vistula), was carried out by the Soviet-
installed Polish Communist authorities as 
the second phase of its plan to eliminate the 
Ukrainians (mostly Lemkos and Boykos), 
who resided in Poland after the post-World 
War II borders were established. 

During the three months beginning on 
April 28, 1947, about 140,000 civilians were 

forcibly resettled to the former German ter-
ritories ceded to Poland at the Yalta 
Conference at the end of World War II. 
Polish government documents show that 
the goal of the relocation action was to force 
Polonization of the Ukrainian minority by 
removing Ukrainians from their historical 
lands and deliberately spreading them 
across the country in low concentrations.

OOL is also organizing various Akcja 
Wisła remembrance ceremonies through-
out the year, which will include educational 
and commemorative components. These 
are to be held in Yonkers, N.Y., and Passaic, 
N.J., on Sunday, April 30, and in New York 
City on Saturday, May 6, and Saturday, 
October 14.

For more information about OOL or 
UAYA, including the projects and events 
mentioned, readers may visit www.lemko-
ool.com or https://cym.org/us/.

Participants after listening to a lecture on Akcja Wisła.

ID Card of Jaworzno Concentration Camp detainee Damian Howansky.

OOL
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To increase the effectiveness of Western 
pressure on Russia, three additional policies 
are necessary. First, Ukraine must stop 
expecting the West to assume the heavy lift-
ing of sanctions against Russia while 
Ukraine itself continues to trade with 
Crimea and the two Russian proxy enclaves, 
the so-called Donetsk and Luhansk People’s 
Republics (DNR and LNR). …

Second, Western diplomats and policy-
makers should advise members of Russia’s 
opposition that they cannot be expected to 
be viewed as democrats if they continue to 
support Putin’s illegal annexation of Crimea, 
or back Putin’s claim that Ukrainians are not 
a separate people from Russians. …

Third, the EU needs to get its act togeth-
er. Until now, the EU has supported sanc-
tions with one hand while simultaneously 
serving as a “global laundromat” and 
accepting billions of dollars of dirty money 
from Russia with the other. A new report by 
the Organized Crime and Corruption 
Reporting Project found that Putin’s Russia 

laundered $20-80 billion between January 
2011 and October 2014. …

“How Putin Uses Fake News to Wage 
War on Ukraine,” by Nolan Peterson, 
Newsweek, April 3, (http://www.news-
week.com/how-putin-uses-fake-news-
wage-war-ukraine-577430):

As the Russian shells and rockets rained 
down on them in the front-line town of 
Debaltseve in February 2015, Ukrainian 
troops began to receive curious, anony-
mous text messages on their cellphones.

“Your comrades nearby already left their 
positions, so you should leave yours as 
well,” one message read.

The messages also claimed that 
Ukrainian President Petro Poroshenko, as 
well as Ukrainian military commanders, 
had “betrayed” the soldiers.

The Ukrainian military later concluded 
that Russian military forces had taken over 
the local cellphone network with mobile 
jamming stations. …

In September 2014, U.S. Gen. Philip 
Breedlove, then NATO’s top commander, 
called Russia’s hybrid war in Ukraine “the 
most amazing information warfare blitz-

krieg we have ever seen in the history of 
information warfare.”

“Fake news is a weapon,” Viktor 
Kovalenko, a Ukrainian journalist and army 
combat veteran from the 2015 battle of 
Debaltseve, told The Daily Signal.

“I saw firsthand how Russians use fake 
news against the Ukrainian troops on the 
front line,” Kovalenko, a former professor of 
journalism at the Taras Shevchenko 
National University of Kiev, added. “Via fake 
news Russians wanted to defeat Ukrainians 
the same way, effectively, as by artillery and 
tanks.” …

“Whether it is Ukraine, the EU, or the 
United States, Russia has the same play-
book and goals,” Poroshenko, the Ukrainian 
president, said. “It employs hybrid warfare 
– so-called fake news, computer hacking, 
cyberattacks on critical infrastructure, snap 
drills, direct military interventions, and so 
on and so forth – to undermine the Western 
democracies and break the trans-Atlantic 
unity.” …

“Is Russia Getting Ready to Invade 
Ukraine Again?,” by Stephen Blank, 
Atlantic Council’s “Ukraine Alert.” March 30 

(Continued from page 7)

In the press... (http://www.atlanticcouncil.org/blogs/
ukrainealert/is-russia-getting-ready-to-
invade-ukraine-again):

Recent Russian actions suggest a new 
stage of the Russian threat to Ukraine – and 
potentially to the Caucasus, Belarus, or the 
Baltic states as well…

First, in 2016, Russia created 25 division 
formations and 15 brigades, while raising 
manpower by only 10,000 men. …Moscow 
created the 1st Guards Tank Army, the 40th 
Army and the 8th Army, and deployed 
them all around Ukraine’s borders. …
Russia has created four new divisions: the 
150th Motorized Rifle Division in the 
Rostov region, the 10th Armored Division 
and the 3rd Mechanized Division in the 
Voronezh region, and the 144th Motorized 
Rifle Division near Smolensk. …

On March 8, Moscow announced that 
the Russian Navy would prioritize ships 
capable of carrying troops that can per-
form amphibious operations, which could 
easily be used against Ukraine, the Balkans, 
the Caucasus, or in the Middle East. …Cyber 
strikes are also continuing. …There has 
also been a steady escalation in the number 
and size of Russian forces’ ceasefire viola-
tions since the beginning of 2017. …

All of these actions, taken with the 
impending August/September Zapad-2017 
exercise in Belarus, give rise to fears of a 
new intervention either in Ukraine, 
Belarus, or even the Caucasus… Moreover, 
Putin’s domestic room for maneuver has 
narrowed, and economic reform or growth 
is unlikely. …It is possible that Putin feels 
pressed to strike sooner rather than later, 
especially if he wants to create a cause that 
justifies large-scale mobilization in advance 
of the 2018 elections, where he will 
emphasize Russia’s superpower status. …

“Advice to Trump: Beware of Russian 
Trolls,” by Mark Galeotti, Foreign Policy, 
February 23 (http://foreignpolicy.
com/2017/02/23/advice-to-trump-
beware-of-russian-trolls/?utm_source= 
Sailthru&utm_medium=email&utm_
campaign=FP%202-24&utm_term= 
Flashpoints ):

… The new U.S. administration has par-
tially backed away from some of its initial 
inexplicable enthusiasm for Moscow, with 
[Donald] Trump finally accepting that 
Crimea was “taken” and needs to be 
returned. …

And so, the Kremlin is beginning to stage 
some smaller-scale provocations and inci-
dents in an effort to calibrate the new U.S. 
administration.

.…Within Ukraine – where Moscow 
seems to believe, probably with good rea-
son, that Washington is losing interest – the 
Russians have not only encouraged their 
local proxies to step up their skirmishes 
but, in a serious hint that they see it 
becoming frozen, long-term, they are rec-
ognizing passports issued by their illegal 
local puppet states. Outside Ukraine, how-
ever, these most recent provocations have 
been strikingly limited. A single ship 
buzzed, a single unit of four SSC-8 cruise 
missiles deployed, a single spy ship, care-
fully staying in international waters. Each is 
testing Washington’s response to a differ-
ent kind of stimulus, and delicately enough 
in the hope of not undermining Trump or 
forcing him into a corner. …

Until the Kremlin has a sense of where 
the Trump administration’s red lines lie, 
we’re unlikely to have seen the last of these 
little acts of geopolitical trolling. The 
Kremlin regards its military as an integral 
part of its political and diplomatic arsenal 
(even its take on hybrid warfare embraces 
political wars that will never reach the lethal 
phase). So, we must not panic – but we must 
also give a strong and, perhaps most impor-
tantly, a consistent response, lest we only 
encourage more fly-bys, and perhaps, even 
more awkwardly timed spy ships.
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“Kazka pro Malenku Khatu bilia 
Maloho Lisu” (Tale of the Little House by 
the Little Woods), by Luba Gawur. Kyiv: 
Smoloskyp, 2016. 46 pp, $15.

by Myrosia Stefaniuk

As many published memoirs about the 
Ukrainian Displaced Persons appear on the 
scene, this small 46-page book (in Ukrainian), 
“Tale of the Little House by the Little Woods,” 
by Luba Gawur is a unique gem. 

It is not a summary of historical events, 
but rather an introspective reflection on 
universal experiences and emotional 
upheavals of many post-World War II 
Ukrainian refugees. In the author’s words, 
“…it is the chronicle of a happy childhood 
yet laden with history’s heavy sorrows.”

As the author traces her nostalgic jour-
ney from Lypovets, Ukraine, where her 
mother was born, to Kent, Ohio, the bound-
aries between memories, imagination and 
actual events disappear in an allegorical 
tale of the search for a lost home. Ms. 
Gawur’s narrative style is like an embroi-
dered mosaic in which scenes move back 
and forth, from life in the homeland to here. 
She weaves memories, journal entries, frag-
ments of songs, letters and prayers into 
vibrant patterns enhanced by pure lyricism 
of her own poems. 

The book is divided into six chapters, 
“Branches,” each focusing on specific aspects 
of family. As the mother, father, two daugh-
ters and Bunia (grandmother) seek comfort 
and joy in their little house, walls expand 
“with the rhythm of its residents’ inner life.” 

The home hearth is the “kukhnia” (kitch-
en), where the daughters read, study, learn. 
It is filled with scents, tastes and sounds of 
ritual foods, fragrant pastries and the tradi-
tional borscht mixed with a big wooden 
spoon that sometimes threatens the young 
girls when they misbehave. Here, Mama 
rules over cooking and baking, while Bunia, 
the keeper of stories, embroiders and 
instills values and wisdom at every step. 

Daily activities and ordinary household 
objects hold treasured secrets, each with a 
story of love and loss. They trigger our own 
memories and tales about Ukraine, the 
ever-present anxiety and anticipation filled 
with faith and hope, the trek through dis-
placed persons camps to America, and the 
belief that ultimately all roads lead to home. 

The world around the little house, 
enlarged through a child’s imagination, 
becomes a magical fairyland. When Mama 
walks with her small daughter into neigh-
boring woods, the trees and forest crea-
tures teach them about harmony, nature’s 

bounty, beauty and enchantment. In the 
garden, seeds rooted deep in rich soil, on 
both sides of the ocean, blossom to nourish 
body and soul. 

Ms. Gawur’s poetic treatise evokes that 
which is familiar and cherished by all of us 
who grew up in similar circumstances. It 
captures the heart and spirit of the 
Ukrainian home. And that is its intrinsic 
gift.

Ms. Gawur is a poet and translator. Born 
in Ohio, she completed studies in Slavic lan-
guages at Kent State University and the 
University of Toronto, and obtained an M.A. 
in library science. She has lived in Toronto, 
New York, Prague and Kyiv, and currently 
resides in Kent, Ohio. Her poetry and trans-
lations have been published in numerous 
journals and periodicals. 

“A Tale of the Little House by the Little 
Woods” can be ordered directly from the 
author by e-mailing lubagawur@gmail.com, 
calling 330-673-0439, or writing to her at 
601 Woodside Drive, Kent, OH 44240.

BOOK REVIEW: A house we know and love

Cross – the highest medal for military valor 
– for their actions at Vimy.

Canadians played a vital role in ensuring 
victory in World War I – more than 
650,000 men and women served in uni-
form. More than 66,000 lost their lives, and 
over 170,000 were wounded.

Let us resolve to always remember the 
sacrifice of the brave patriots of Canada 
who found their final resting place on the 
battlefields of Europe. Although the gener-
ation that served Canada during World 
War I has left us now, they live on in the 
hearts of a grateful people and in the liber-
ty and peace we enjoy every day.

Lest we forget. Вічная Пам’ять.

Hill 70 Memorial unveiled

On April 8, a memorial to the Battle of 
Hill 70 was unveiled in France. On August 
15-25, 1917, the Canadian Corps battled 
the German army near Lens, France. The 
objective was to relieve pressure on allied 
forces at Passchendaele and to seize high 
ground – Hill 70. Canadian forces were suc-
cessful, capturing Hill 70 and holding it 
against counterattacks, at an immense cost 
of almost 9,000 killed or wounded.

Cpl. Filip Konowal, a Ukrainian 
Canadian, was one of six Canadians award-
ed the Victoria Cross for his valor at the 
Battle of Hill 70. A Konowal Walk is part of 
the Memorial that was unveiled.

“The Memorial unveiled yesterday at 
Hill 70 will stand as an eternal tribute to 
the thousands of Canadians who fought 
with courage and valour here almost 100 
years ago,” stated Dr. Lubomyr Luciuk, pro-
fessor at the Royal Military College of 
Canada, one of the initiators of the Konowal 
Walk. “We recall with pride the heroism of 
soldiers like Cpl. Konowal and so many oth-
ers. They are an example to us all of devo-
tion to duty and gallantry.”

The official opening of the Hill 70 
Memorial Park will take place on August 22.

(Continued from page 7)

On the 100th...
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Ukrainian Pavilion to be presented at international art exhibit in Venice
Dallas Contemporary

DALLAS – The Ministry of Culture of 
Ukraine has appointed Dallas Contemporary 
to organize the Ukrainian Pavilion at the 
57th International Art Exhibition, La Biennale 
di Venezia, in 2017. Dallas Contemporary 
Executive Director Peter Doroshenko and 
Assistant Curator Lilia Kudelia will present a 
solo exhibition of work by Boris Mikhailov. 
The exhibition will be on view from May 13 
to November 26 in Venice, Italy.

In response to the title theme of “Viva 
Arte Viva!” as announced by Biennale Arte 
2017 director Christine Macel, Ukrainian 
Pavilion curators will focus on the privi-
leged moments of leisure in artistic prac-
tice which allow the possibility for aesthet-
ic play and honest reflection. 

Mr. Mikhailov will exhibit a new series 
titled “Parliament” (2014-2016), which 
focuses on photography’s interaction with 
media interfaces, and the interplay 
between analogue and digital representa-
tion. In this new body of work, Mr. 
Mikhailov photographs television footage 
of parliamentary debates. He adopts the 
aesthetics of glitch art, thus continuing his 
search for expressive visual techniques that 
include his signature superimpositions, 
aniline hand-coloring and handwriting on 
the margins of photographs. 

Mr. Mikhailov’s new work is symptomat-
ic of the current media landscape and the 
post-truth society we live in. Decomposition 
of the image in the presented photographs 
alludes to cyberbalkanization, the phenom-
enon of echo-chambers, and splintering of 
the media communities. Described by Mr. 
Mikhailov as the “aesthetic variant of a his-
torical picture,” his new series reflects on 
the global political climate and the distrac-
tion of reality through media. The photo-
graphs reference recent political affairs, 
such as the military conflict in eastern 

Ukraine, Brexit and the 2016 U.S. presiden-
tial election. The exhibition will serve as a 
code for understanding the paranoid state 
of society where media bias, false balance, 
fake news and manipulation become not 
only tolerable, but trivial.

The Ukrainian Pavilion further presents 
an expanded interpretation of the Biennale 
Arte 2017 theme of “discoveries and redis-
coveries” through a series of unique com-
missions in which Ukrainian artists will 
create and perform works that reference 
the artistic oeuvre of Mr. Mikhailov. 

SVITER art-group and Ivan Svitlychnyi 
will activate Mr. Mikhailov’s exhibition 
through a series of sound art performanc-
es. The collective Zhuzhalka, run by artists 
Victor Corwic, Viacheslav Sokolov and 
Roman Yuhimchuk, will present a publish-
ing project with their latest photographic 
series. Designer Anton Belinskiy will dedi-
cate his capsule clothing collection to the 
Ukrainian pavilion, following his interest in 
the intermingling of “global, hyper-local 
and patriotic spectacles.”

For over 40 years, Mr. Mikhailov has pro-
duced more than 30 photographic series 
and published over 20 photobooks. Born in 
1938 in Kharkiv, the seminal Ukrainian art-
ist became a metafigure of the Ukrainian 
art scene providing a poignant and haunt-
ing perspective on the position of the indi-
vidual in Soviet and post-Soviet conditions. 
He is the recipient of the 2015 Gaslarer 
Kaiserring Prize, the 2000 Hasselblad 
Foundation International Award, the 2012 
Spectrum International Prize for photogra-
phy, the 2001 Citibank Photography Prize 
and the 2000 Kraszna-Krausz Photography 
Book Award. 

Solo exhibitions of his work have been 
hosted by MoMA, ICA Boston, Tate Modern, 
S te d e l i j k  M u s e u m ,  Fo to m u s e u m 
Antwerpen, Berlinische Galerie, Sprengel 
Museum Hannover, Kunsthalle Zurich, 

Maison Européenne de la Photographie and 
Centro Italiano per la Fotografía, among 
others. His work was included in Manifesta 
5, Manifesta 25, the 12th Biennale of 
Sydney, and the 54th International Art 
Exhibition of La Biennale di Venezia.

La Biennale di Venezia dates back to 
1895, when the first International Art 
Exhibition was organized. It is one of the 
pre-eminent international biennales and 
cultural institutions in the world, introduc-
ing hundreds of thousands of visitors to 
exciting new art every two years. The 57th 
International Art Exhibition of La Biennale 
di Venezia is directed by Christine Macel, 
chief curator at the Musée National d’Art 
Moderne – Centre Pompidou in Paris.

To coincide with the exhibition, Dallas 
Contemporary is also producing a publica-
tion in collaboration with Rodovid publish-
ing house. The pavilion backstage album 
will include specially commissioned photo-
graphs by Juergen Teller, as well as texts by 
Ilya and Emilia Kabakov, Alison Gingeras 
and the Ukrainian pavilion curators.

Yevhen Nyschuk, Ukraine’s minister of 

culture, noted: “Since the early 1970s, Boris 
Mikhailov has been developing a language 
of conceptualism in photography that 
undermined the official canons and taboos 
of the art of Socialist realism. Mikhailov’s 
work has brought him incredible interna-
tional respect and come to largely define 
the role of the city of Kharkiv in the con-
temporary Ukrainian art. Honest and 
nuanced, his vision keeps nurturing the 
work of emerging artists.” 

Mr. Doroshenko of Dallas Contemporary 
commented: “For over 35 years Boris 
Mikhailov’s photography has influenced 
the dialogue about art and culture in 
Eastern Europe. It will be important to see 
Mikhailov’s newest works at the Ukrainian 
Pavilion at Biennale Arte 2017. He is a cre-
ative visionary not only for Ukraine and 
Europe, but for the world.” 

The Mikhailov exhibition will travel to 
Dallas Contemporary in 2018.

Dallas Contemporary is a non-collecting 
art museum presenting new and fresh 
ideas from regional, national and interna-
tional artists. 

A poster for the Ukrainian Pavilion at the 57th Venice Biennale features a work from 
the series “Parliament” (2014-2016) by Boris Mikhailov.
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April 24 Seminar with Stella Ghervas, “Calming the Waters?  
Cambridge, MA Toward a New History of the Black Sea,” Harvard University,
 www.huri.harvard.edu or 617-495-4053

April 27 Literary event with Roman Osminkin, Pavel Arseniev 
Stanford, CA and Serhiy Zhadan, “The Powerlessness of Language:
 How to Write Poetry in Times of Crisis,” Stanford 
 University, mguttenbeil@stanford.edu or 650-723-4438

April 27 Exhibit and presentation of Ukrainian American Lemko 
Whippany, NJ artist Nicholas Bervinchak, Carpe Diem Club, Ukrainian 
 American Cultural Center of New Jersey, 973-590-8026 
 or aceuaccnj@gmail.com

April 27 Presentation by Andriy Shevchenko, “Ukraine: 
Cambridge, MA Workshop in Nation Building,” Harvard University,
 www.huri.harvard.edu or 617-495-4053

April 27-30 Film festival, The Ukrainian Museum, 212-228-0110 or 
New York www.ukrainianmuseum.org

April 28 Literary evening with poet Serhiy Zhadan, Ukrainian 
Chicago Institute of Modern Art, www.uima-chicago.org or 
 773-227-5522

April 29 90th birthday celebration of Taissa Bohdanska, Ukrainian
Irvington, NJ Music Institute of America, fund-raiser for humanitarian
 assistance in Ukraine, Ukrainian Community Center, 
 917-747-7996 or bohdanska90@gmail.com

April 29 Volleyball tournament, Ukrainian American Youth 
Yonkers, NY Association, roman.kozicky@gmail.com or 914-589-2078

April 29 Casino Night fund-raiser, St. Nicholas Ukrainian Catholic 
Passaic, NJ School, 201-965-7147

April 29 Spring Fling dance, with music by Zvook, Ukrainian 
Passaic, NJ Center, 973-473-3379 or ukrainiancenter@gmail.com

April 29 Benefit concert, “Perseverance: A Visual and Musical 
Buffalo, NY Journey,” Ukrainian American Civic Center, Dnipro 
 Cultural Center, www.perseverance.buzz

April 29 Lecture by Anna Procyk, “Mykhailo Hrushevsky’s 
New York Political Ideas and Tactics During Ukraine’s Struggle for 
 Independence in the Opinion of Russian Intellectuals,”
 Shevchenko Scientific Society, 212-254-5130 

April 30 Presentation by David Kramer, Ukrainian Institute of 
Chicago Modern Art, info@uima-chicago.org

April 30 Charity event, “Night at the Races,” Ukrainian Canadian
Ottawa Professionals and Business Association, Rideau Carleton
 Raceway and Slots, www.ucpbaottawa.ca

April 30 Easter “Sviachene” dinner, St. Vladimir Ukrainian 
Scranton, PA  Catholic Church, 570-503-1514

April 30 Soyuzianky Day, Ukrainian National Women’s League of 
Whippany, NJ America, with presentation by Marianna Zajac and art 
 exhibit and sale, 973-687-6946

May 4-7 National Congress, Ukrainian Canadian Students’ Union, 
Ottawa http://congress.susk.ca

May 5 Exhibit, “Olga and Ivan Karakul, Tetiana and Mykhaylo 
Chicago Vytiahloskyi: Oil Paintings, Watercolors, Textiles and 
 Handwoven Art Pieces,” Ukrainian National Museum, 
 www.ukrainiannationamuseum.org or 312-421-8020

May 5-7 Holodomor Education Conference, “Education – Awareness –
Winnipeg, MB Action,” Holodomor Research and Education Consortium,
 Canadian Museum for Human Rights, 416-923-4732 or 
 hrec@ualberta.ca 

May 6 Workshop, “Rediscovering Your Family Stories,” Nashi
Somerset, NJ Predky family History Group, Ukrainian Historical and
 Educational Center, info@ukrhec@org

Entries in “Out and About” are listed free of charge. Priority is given to events 
advertised in The Ukrainian Weekly. However, we also welcome submissions 
from all our readers. Items will be published at the discretion of the editors 
and as space allows. Please send e-mail to mdubas@ukrweekly.com.
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PREVIEW OF EVENTS
Saturday, April 29

NEW YORK: The Shevchenko Scientific 
Society invites all to a lecture, “Mykhailo 
Hrushevsky’s Political Ideas and Tactics dur-
ing Ukraine’s Struggle for Independence in 
the Opinion of Russian Intellectuals,” by 
Prof. Anna Procyk (CUNY). The lecture will 
explore the reasons for the high marks a 
number of leading Russian intellectuals 
(among them the historian Pavel Miliukov 
and the jurist Baron Nol’de) gave to 
Hrushevsky, the leader of the Ukrainian 
Central Rada during Ukraine’s struggle for 
independence. In their estimation, the 
sophisticated Ukrainian historian towered 
far above the heads of the political dilet-
tantes in the Russian Provisional 
Government of 1917. This was the reason, 
they argued, for the success of the establish-
ment of firm foundations for Ukraine’s inde-
pendence. The lecture will take place at the 
society’s building, 63 Fourth Avenue 
(between Ninth and 10th streets) at 5 p.m. 

For additional information call 212-254-
5130.
Sunday, April 30

WHIPPANY, N.J.: Please join the New Jersey 
Regional Council of the Ukrainian National 
Women’s League of America for “Den 
Soyuzianky,” celebrating the theme 
“Working in America, Helping Ukraine” at 
the Ukrainian American Cultural Center of 
New Jersey, 60 North Jefferson Road. The 
event begins at 1 p.m. and will include appe-
tizers and desserts, a PowerPoint presenta-
tion by UNWLA President Marianna Zajac, a 
cultural program and an exhibit of works by 
five Ukrainian women artists: Krystyna 
Kozyuk, Oksana Tanasiv, Christina Saj, 
Dianna Shmerykowsky and Anna 
Zayachkivska. A limited number of their art 
pieces will be available for purchase. 
Admission is $20; spouses are welcome. For 
information call 973-687-6946. The event is 
sponsored, in part, by Selfreliance Ukrainian 
American Federal Credit Union.

PREVIEW OF EVENTS GUIDELINES
Preview of Events is a listing of Ukrainian community events open to the public. It is a ser-
vice provided at minimal cost ($20 per listing) by The Ukrainian Weekly to the Ukrainian 
community. 
To have an event listed in Preview of Events please send information, in English, written 
in Preview format, i.e., in a brief paragraph that includes the date, place, type of event, 
sponsor, admission, full names of persons and/or organizations involved, and a phone 
number and/or e-mail address to be published for readers who may require additional 
information. Items must be no more than 100 words long. 
Preview items must be received no later than one week before the desired date of pub-
lication (i.e., they must be received by 9 am Monday morning). Please include payment for 
each time the item is to appear and indicate date(s) of issue(s) in which the item is to be 
published. Also, senders are asked to include the phone number of a person who may be 
contacted by The Weekly during daytime hours, as well as their complete mailing address. 
Information should be sent to preview@ukrweekly.com. When e-mailing, please do not 
send items as attachments – simply type the text into the body of the e-mail message. 
Preview items and payments may be mailed to: Preview of Events, The Ukrainian Weekly, 
2200 Route 10, P.O. Box 280, Parsippany, NJ 07054. 

All inclusive 5 nights – meals: breakfast-lunch-dinner from Monday 
through Friday (brunch). Special Banquet Thursday.

Entertainment and guest speakers. (Taxes/gratuities included)

All inclusive per person rate based on double occupancy - $480
All inclusive per person rate based on  single  occupancy - $585

BANQUET ONLY, Thursday,  June 15, 2017 - $50 pp. 

For more information call Oksana Trytjak,  Tel: 973 292-9800 ext. 3071 

CALLING ON ALL SENIORS AND FRIENDS!

JOIN US FOR A SPECIAL WEEK 

AT SOYUZIVKA

Sunday, June 11– Friday, June 16

Remember to bring your embroidered � nery
(vyshyvanky) for the banquet. 

If possible bring items for the auction!

SOYUZIVKA TEL:  845 626-5641

Remember to bring your embroidered � nery

MAKE 
RESERVATIONS 

EARLY!
Registration beginning Sunday, June 11,

at 4:00 pm  at  SOYUZIVKA 

IT’S FUN

AFFORDABLE

WE WELCOME 
NEW GUESTS!

 BRING 
FRIENDS

INTERESTING

2017 Spring-Easter Catalog
is available now!

to order a copy, see: www.yevshan.com
or call: 1-800-265-9858


