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First OSCE observer killed  

in Russia’s war against Ukraine

by Mark Raczkiewycz

KYIV – It usually takes events of international significance 
for the world to once again notice that Russia is still waging 
war in Ukraine, which is already in its fourth year and has 
claimed more than 10,000 lives and uprooted 2 million peo-
ple from their homes.

This time, it was the tragic death of Joseph Stone, a 
36-year-old American paramedic who was killed on April 23 
when the armored vehicle he was in likely struck a landmine 
in the village of Pryshyb in occupied Luhansk Oblast. 

He was part of a team of unarmed observers from the 
Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe (OSCE), 
the 57-nation body that is charged with monitoring a truce 
that has never fully taken hold between the warring sides. 
The incident marked the first death of an active duty OSCE 
observer in Ukraine since the monitoring mission started in 
March 2014.

Two other monitors, a German woman and a Czech man, 
were injured in the blast, but are in stable condition. 

Moscow and Kyiv subsequently exchanged blame for the 
mine being planted near the village. Two additional anti-tank 
mines and a trip wire were defused in the area on April 24, 
according to Russian proxy Andrey Marochko who calls him-
self a lieutenant-colonel in the Kremlin-created “Luhansk 
People’s Republic.”

Ukrainian authorities are investigating the blast that 
occurred in Russian-occupied territory. As part of its man-
date in Ukraine to oversee the latest ceasefire that was bro-
kered in February 2015, OSCE observers should have “unfet-
tered” access in the war zone, but never do. 

“This crime must be investigated and those responsible 
must be punished,” Ukrainian President Petro Poroshenko 
wrote on Facebook.

Acting U.S. State Department spokesperson Mark Toner 
said Secretary of State Rex Tillerson and President 
Poroshenko “agreed that the OSCE SMM has played a vital role 
in its role of monitoring the Minsk agreements designed to 
bring peace to eastern Ukraine, and that this tragic incident 
makes clear the need for all sides – and particularly the 
Russian-led separatist forces – to implement their commit-
ments under the Minsk agreements immediately.”

German Chancellor Angela Merkel expressed outrage, say-
ing that “the conflict parties must also finally implement the 
long-agreed ceasefire… And there, the Russia-supported sepa-
ratists, who are illegally and violently occupying parts of 
Ukrainian territory bear a particular responsibility.”

American paramedic killed in Donbas

(Continued on page 19)

Joseph Stone, an American paramedic who was killed in 
eastern Ukraine on April 23, in a photo provided by the 

Stone family and published on Tucson.com.

Poroshenko compares 
Chornobyl’s ‘unhealing wound’

with war in Ukraine’s east
RFE/RL

KYIV – Ukrainian President Petro Poroshenko 
has compared the April 26, 1986, Chornobyl 
nuclear disaster with the ongoing crisis in 
Ukraine’s east, adding that “Russia is conducting 
an undeclared war against his country.”

President Poroshenko spoke at the defunct 
nuclear power plant, where he and Belarusian 
President Alyaksandr Lukashenka lamented the 
“unhealing wound” inflicted by the Soviet-era acci-
dent 31 years ago and commemorated its victims.

“We again have buried thousands of people. 
Again we have hundreds of thousands of dis-
placed people,” Mr. Poroshenko said, referring to 
the conflict with Russia-backed separatists that 
has killed more than 9,900 people in eastern 
Ukraine since 2014.

“I am confident that together, we will defeat 
that demon as well,” he said.

Mr. Lukashenka voiced solidarity, saying that 
“Belarusians are and will always be your reliable 
friends” – a tacit reassurance that while Belarus is 
Russia’s ally, it is also wary of Moscow and does 
not support Russia’s infringements on Ukraine’s 
territorial integrity.

Reactor No. 4 at the power plant north of Kyiv, 
in then-Soviet Ukraine exploded at 1:23 a.m. on 
April 26, 1986, after a safety test went wrong.

About 30 people died in the immediate after-
math and thousands more are feared to have died 
in the years that followed from the effects of the 

Ukrainian Institute of Modern Art in Chicago celebrates its 45th anniversary
by Motria Melnyk

CHICAGO – Guests gathered for a memo-
rable event on March 25 in the galleries of 
the Ukrainian Institute of Modern Art in 
Chicago to celebrate its 45th anniversary. 

The UIMA was filled to capacity, as its 
supporters welcomed special guests, 
among them the Rev. Myron Panchuk, who 
has been a member of the institute for all its 
years; Larysa Gerasko, consul general of 
Ukraine in Chicago; keynote speaker Valya 
Roenko-Simpson; bandurist Ivan Shmilo; 
directors of the Heritage Foundation of 
First Security Federal Savings Bank; and 
directors of Selfreliance Ukrainian 
American Federal Credit Union and the 
Selfreliance Foundation.

The UIMA was founded in 1971 by 
Konstantin Milonadis, Mychajlo Urban, 
Wasyl Kacurowsky, Dr. Achille and Vera 
Chreptowsky, and Oleh Kowerko, a group of 
visionaries of the post-World War ll politi-

cal wave of Ukrainian immigration who 
understood the importance of a venue for 
all forms of contemporary artistic creativity 
and expression. They planted the seed that 
eventually grew into the beautiful galleries 
of the nationally and internationally recog-
nized Ukrainian Institute of Modern Art.

Initially, the UIMA occupied two floors of 
a three-story brownstone building, but after 
a few years, the need for a larger space 
became apparent. A new building was pur-
chased and renovated, its minimalist façade 
designed by noted architect Stanley 
Tigerman. Many benefactors and supporters 
helped make this possible. Noted among 
them were Dr. and Mrs. Chreptowsky, Dr. 
and Mrs. Pylyp Demus, Mr. and Mrs. 
Jaroslaw Strutynsky, Dr. and Mrs. Joseph 
Szandra, and Dr. and Mrs. Vasil Truchly.

During the event, a special tribute 
affirmed and acknowledged the contribu-
tions of all donors and volunteers who pro-

(Continued on page 10)

At the 45th anniversary celebration of the Ukrainian Institute of Modern Art (from 
left) are: Irena Kowalsky, Ukraine’s Consul General Larysa Gerasko, Vera 

Eliashevsky, Marta Farion and Nastasiya Marusyk.

Motria Melnyk

(Continued on page 7)
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EU envoys OK visa liberalization

BRUSSELS – European Union ambassa-
dors have approved visa liberalization for 
Ukraine, a key step toward closer ties and 
visa-free travel to the EU for Ukrainians. EU 
ministers are now set to rubber-stamp the 
decision on May 11, and the signing cere-
mony for the deal is expected to take place 
in Strasbourg on May 17. EU diplomats 
have told RFE/RL they hope the visa-free 
regime will enter into force in mid-June. 
Analysts say Russia’s seizure of Crimea and 
involvement in a war against government 
forces in eastern Ukraine have only 
increased many Ukrainians’ desire for clos-
er ties with the EU. Many in the country of 
44 million have closely followed the pro-
cess since December 2015, when the 
European Commission recommended to 
EU member states and the European 
Parliament that Ukraine be granted visa lib-
eralization. The decision will apply to all 
Ukrainian citizens who have biometric 
passports. They will be able to enter all EU 
member states apart from Ireland and the 
United Kingdom for up to 90 days during 
any 180-day period. Visa-free EU travel 
began on March 28 for citizens of Georgia, 
another former Soviet republic that is 
under pressure from Russia. (RFE/RL, with 
reporting by Rikard Jozwiak)

Tillerson briefs Poroshenko, vows support 

WASHINGTON – U.S. Secretary of State 
Rex Tillerson has told Ukrainian President 
Petro Poroshenko that Russia’s actions in 
eastern Ukraine remain an obstacle to 
improved U.S.-Russian relations and he reit-
erated his “firm” support for Kyiv. 
Spokesman Mark Toner on April 23 said the 
call was meant to brief the Ukrainian leader 
on Tillerson’s April 11-12 trip to Moscow, 
where he met with President Vladimir Putin 
and Foreign Affairs Minister Sergei Lavrov. 
He said Mr. Tillerson relayed his “message to 
the Russian leadership that, although the 
United States is interested in improving rela-
tions with Russia, Russia’s actions in eastern 
Ukraine remain an obstacle.” Mr. Toner said 
Mr. Poroshenko passed on his condolences 
on the death earlier in the day of a U.S. mem-
ber of the Organization for Security and 
Cooperation in Europe (OSCE) Special 
Monitoring Mission in eastern Ukraine. 

Messrs. Tillerson and Poroshenko agreed 
that “this tragic incident makes clear the 
need for all sides – and particularly the 
Russian-led separatist forces – to implement 
their commitments under the Minsk agree-
ments immediately,” Mr. Toner said. The 
spokesman said the secretary of state reiter-
ated the “firm” U.S. commitment to 
Ukraine’s sovereignty and territorial integri-
ty. He confirmed that sanctions against 
Moscow will remain in place until Russia 
returns control of the Crimean Peninsula to 
Ukraine and fully implements its commit-
ments in the Minsk agreements. The 2015 
Minsk agreement and subsequent related 
agreements set out steps to end the war 
between Ukraine and Russia-backed sepa-
ratists in eastern Europe and restore Kyiv’s 
control over the border with Russia. Mr. 
Tillerson also “emphasized the importance 
of Ukraine’s continued progress on reform 
and combating corruption,” according to the 
State Department’s spokesperson. (RFE/RL)

OSCE probes Donbas car explosion 

MOSCOW – The Organization for 
Security and Cooperation in Europe has 
launched an internal investigation into a car 
explosion that killed an OSCE observer in 
separatist-controlled eastern Ukraine. The 
OSCE Secretary-General Lamberto Zannier 
said on April 25 after talks with Russian 
Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrov that other 
investigations will also be launched to find 
out who is responsible for the April 23 
explosion. American paramedic Joseph 
Stone was killed and two other OSCE moni-
tors – a German woman and a Czech man – 
were wounded when the car they were 
traveling in drove over a landmine on April 
23. “I’m now setting an internal investiga-
tion. There will be also a criminal investiga-
tion to understand who is responsible for 
this outcome,” Mr. Zannier told reporters. “A 
mine was left on a road which is also used 
by civilians, and there could have been 
other victims as well.” Mr. Lavrov said 
Moscow favors tightening the security mea-
sures for the OSCE’s Special Monitoring 
Mission in eastern Ukraine. The OSCE’s mis-
sion has been set up to monitor the conflict 
between Ukraine’s government forces and 

(Continued on page 12)

 ANALYSIS

by Ihor Kabanenko
Eurasia Daily Monitor

As the month of March came to a close, 
Russia conducted a series of unprecedent-
ed land, air and sea drills at the “Opuk” 
combat training area, located near the city 
of Theodosia, in annexed Crimea. These 
coordinated exercises, involving thousands 
of troops, notably marked the first time 
that the Russian military “simultaneously 
alerted” its three large airborne units – the 
7th Mountain Airborne-Assault Division 
(Novorossiysk), the 11th Airborne-Assault 
Brigade (Ulan-Ude) and the 56th Airborne-
Assault Brigade (Kamyishin). 

During the exercises, these airborne 
units worked out joint actions in close 
interaction with the 801st Marine Infantry 
Brigade, the 126th Coastal Defense 
Brigade, aviation, ships of the Russian 
Black Sea Fleet (RBSF), as well as units of 
the Russian Aerospace Forces (RASF). In 
total, more than 2,500 troops and up to 600 
combat and auxiliary vehicles, artillery, 
combat ships (including large landing ves-
sels), and more than 45 fixed-wing aircraft 
and helicopters took part in these land-air-
sea exercises (Dsnews.ua, March 24).

The commander in charge of the 
Russian exercises, Col. Gen. Andrei 
Serdyukov, said the drills were prompted 
by an “increased terrorist threat” in the 
region. He declared that the aim of the 
exercises was to practice anti-amphibious 
defense in conjunction with units from the 
RBSF and RASF (RIA Novosti, March 20). 

This explanation was later contradicted 
by the deputy commander of the Russian 
airborne forces, Lt. Gen. Alexander 
Vyiaznikov, who characterized the para-
troopers’ actions as “counterstrikes against 
the enemy from the sea and the depth of 
the peninsula, with support from aviation” 
(Interfax, March 22). The commander of 
the 7th Mountain Airborne-Assault 
Division, Maj. Gen. Roman Breus, similarly 
described the exercise as involving an 
amphibious operation to seize and retain 
coastal areas (Interfax, March 21). 

As a continuation of Russia’s late-March 
military drills in Crimea, RBSF units prac-
ticed combat-related tasks at sea, in the air 
and on land, including firing missiles and 
artillery. During fire training, the participat-
ing units used unmanned aerial vehicles 
(UAVs) to provide target acquisition (RIA 
Novosti, April 2).

Assault drills to seize coastal areas, 
simultaneous amphibious landings and air-
drops, firing drills, the massive involvement 
of airborne units traditionally trained to 
carry out offensive airborne missions, naval 
and air forces training to gain sea and air 
superiority – all these factors characterized 
a high-readiness, joint-forces preparation 
for offensive amphibious operations 
(Dsnews.ua, March 24). 

Such land-air-sea exercises in Crimea 
should be taken seriously, particularly con-
sidering that the Kremlin’s so-called 
Novorossiya project originally envisioned 
occupying the southeastern littoral 
Ukrainian territories to create a land bridge 
between the Crimean peninsula and main-
land Russia (see Eurasia Daily Monitor, May 
27, 2014).

In 2014, Ukraine lost 70 percent of its 
naval assets in Crimea after its annexation 
by Russia (UNIAN, July 3, 2016). The 
Ukrainian navy currently has only three 
combat ships, several artillery gunboats and 
one minesweeper to protect the country’s 

1,350 kilometers of coastline, 30,000 square 
kilometers of territorial waters and 
70,000-square-kilometer exclusive mari-
time economic zone (UNIAN, July 25, 2015). 

Most of these naval platforms were 
designed and built in the late 1970s and 
early 1980s. They are outdated and cannot 
adequately face the challenges of modern 
naval warfare (see EDM, March 9, 2017). 
Only one ship (the Krivak III–class frigate, 
commissioned in 1993) has anti-subma-
rine and missile- and air-defense capabili-
ties. Ukraine’s outdated maritime aviation 
also has limited competences. 

As a result, in naval terms, Ukraine can 
neither protect its offshore oil and natural 
gas rigs located in the country’s exclusive 
maritime economic zone captured by 
Russia in 2014 (Tsn.ua, July 26, 2016), nor 
can it provide effective defense against a 
possible invasion from the sea.

Numerous historical examples – such as 
Nazi Germany’s Atlantic Wall during World 
War II – indicate that a costal defense strat-
egy based solely on land capabilities with-
out an established superiority at sea is not 
sufficiently effective to repel an amphibious 
attack. And yet, during 2014-2016, the 
Ukrainian Naval Forces worked mainly on 
developing their land component. During 
this time, the Ukrainian marines formed 
new infantry and artillery units, and 
equipped them with tanks, armored vehi-
cles as well as various artillery systems, 
including multiple rocket-launched sys-
tems (MRLS). Meanwhile, the navy’s sea 
component was only expanded with the 
commissioning of two Giurza-class small 
gunboats, which are limited to operating 
only in territorial waters and rivers. 

Moreover, this imbalanced, land-centric 
approach resulted in a reduction of sailors 
as a proportion of the navy’s overall person-
nel to just 6 percent (Cacds.org.ua, March 
31). Moreover, the Ukrainian navy’s devel-
opment was further complicated by ongoing 
confusion over the country’s optimal naval 
concept (see EDM, March 9), as well as a 
lack of balance in the triangle of tasks, capa-
bilities needed and available resources.

Thus, the current state of the Ukrainian 
naval forces seriously hampers their ability 
to deter and defend against the types of sea 
threats that the Russian military is appar-
ently currently practicing. The years of 
pause in Ukrainian naval shipbuilding has 
left a large capability gap. Moreover, a lack 
of modern equipment precludes Ukraine 
from conducting effective anti-surface, anti-
submarine and air-defense warfare; mine-
countermeasure missions; or Ukrainian 
harbor protection operations. 

The Russian military build-up in the 
Black Sea and Azov Sea (Obozrevatel, April 
4), its ambitions to permanently secure 
regional maritime supremacy, as well as 
Moscow’s willingness to deploy forces to 
settle international disputes further high-
light Ukraine’s vulnerabilities. In this situa-
tion, Kyiv urgently needs a clear conceptual 
vision for its naval capabilities. In particu-
lar, it will need to quickly build up the 
capacity to defend its littoral waters. 

A potentially promising naval concept cur-
rently being proposed is the creation of a so-
called “Mosquito Fleet,” which would allow 
Ukraine to promptly acquire a large number 
of small naval assets that could provide ade-
quate and affordable maritime deterrence, 
littoral waters protection and effective cos-
tal defense (Cacds.org.ua, March 31). 

Russian land-air-sea exercises in Crimea highlight
vulnerabilities in Ukraine’s navy, coastal defense
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Ukraine invites Georgia to act together against Russian occupation
by Giorgi Menabde

Eurasia Daily Monitor

The Ukrainian delegation to the United 
Nations took the initiative to discuss the sit-
uation in the occupied territories of Georgia 
– Abkhazia and South Ossetia – at a recent 
meeting of the U.N. Security Council (Un.org, 
March 28). Volodymyr Yelchenko, the per-
manent representative of Ukraine to the 
U.N., invited the members of the Security 
Council to express their countries’ positions 
on the process of “absorption” of the 
Abkhazian and South Ossetian armed for-
mations by the Russian army. He also 
brought up the referendum on renaming 
South Ossetia that was to be held in this 
region on April 9 (see Eurasia Daily Monitor, 
March 21). 

[According to RFERL, some 78 percent of 
voters supported a proposal to change the 
region’s name from the Republic of South 
Ossetia to the Republic of South Ossetia-
Alania. The United States, the European 
Union, and Georgia called the April 9 votes 
illegitimate and said they would not recog-
nize the results. In a statement on April 9, 
the Georgian Foreign Affairs Ministry said 
the name-change referendum in the region 
“aims at laying the ground for its illegal 
annexation” by Russia.]

“Russia violates the Ceasefire Agreement 
of August 12, 2008. We urge the Russian 
Federation to withdraw its troops from the 
occupied territories and to create condi-
tions for the involvement of international 
security mechanisms and restoration of ter-
ritorial integrity of Georgia,” Ambassador 
Yelchenko declared. According to him “the 
history of the annexation of Crimea cannot 
be left without attention and adequate 
responses” (Un.org, March 28).

Kyiv’s draft proposal consisted of two 
paragraphs: 1) The Security Council will 
consider the situation in Georgia, and 2) It 
expresses full support for the sovereignty 
and territorial integrity of that country. But 
Russia, as a permanent member of the 
Security Council, used its position to block 
the discussion of the issue.

After Moscow’s veto, the permanent rep-
resentative of Georgia to the U.N., Kakha 
Imnadze, held closed-door consultations 
with the other U.N. Security Council mem-
bers. Subsequently, he told journalists that 
although Russia had succeeded in blocking 
the issue from being raised in the interna-
tional organization’s highest body, Moscow 
remained completely alone: “Except for 
Russia, all other U.N. Security Council mem-

ber states endorsed the draft statement, 
proposed by Ukraine. None of the other 
countries opposed it, including [the other 
four] permanent members of the Security 
Council. This is very important against the 
backdrop of the ongoing war in Syria 
[because it demonstrates that] the issue of 
Georgia still remains on the agenda of the 
global community,” Mr. Imnadze said (Pia.
ge, April 1).

The attempt to raise the question of 
Georgia’s territorial integrity at the U.N. 
Security Council (UNSC) produced a sharp 
reaction from Moscow (News.ge, March 
31). The Russian Foreign Affairs Ministry 
declared, that Tbilisi “was trying to take 
advantage of the fact, that Ukraine had the 
status of a temporary member of the U.N. 
Security Council.” Earlier, the representa-
tive of the Russian Federation to the U.N., 
Peter Ilichev, said that against the backdrop 
of the situation in Syria, “it was not worth 
distracting the attention of the UNSC to the 
situation in Abkhazia and South Ossetia” as, 
according to him, there was no conflict and 
Georgia should recognize the “new reali-

 NEWS ANALYSIS

Bishop appointed for Chicago eparchy 
of Ukrainian Catholic Church

PHILADELPHIA – Archbishop Stefan 
Soroka, metropolitan of Ukrainian 
Catholics in the United States, on April 20 
announced the appointment of Bishop 
Venedykt (Valery) Aleksiychuk, M.S.U., as 
the bishop of the Ukrainian Catholic 
Eparchy of St. Nicholas in Chicago.

“The hierarchy, clergy, religious and 
faithful of the Ukrainian Catholic Church 
in the U.S.A. joyfully rejoice with the 
good news of the Holy Father Pope 
Francis’ appointment of the Most Rev. 
Venedykt (Valery) Aleksiychuk, M.S.U., as 
the bishop of the Ukrainian Catholic 
Eparchy of Saint Nicholas in Chicago,” the 
metropolitan stated.

Bishop Aleksiychuk has up until now 
served as auxiliary bishop of Lviv. He will 
be the fifth bishop of St. Nicholas 
Eparchy, succeeding Bishop Richard 
Seminack, an American-born bishop who 
served the St. Nicholas Eparchy for 13 
years until his death on August 16, 2016, 
as a result of illness. The St. Nicholas 
Ukrainian Catholic Eparchy includes 
most of the central and western United 
States, as well as Hawaii and Alaska. 

Bishop Aleksiychuk was born in 
Ukraine on January 16, 1968, and is a 
Ukrainian Studite monk. He was ordained 
a priest 25 years ago in Lviv and as a 
bishop on September 5, 2010. He will be 
installed as the eparch of St. Nicholas in 

the coming months. 
“Let us ask offer prayers of thanksgiv-

ing to Almighty God for the blessing of a 
new chief shepherd for the St. Nicholas 
Eparchy. Let us offer prayers for Bishop 
Venedykt as he joyfully undertakes this 
new journey, under the protection and 
guidance of the Mother of God,” 
Archbishop-Metropolitan Soroka said in 
his official statement.

Bishop Venedykt (Valery) Aleksiychuk, 
M.S.U.

Quotable notes
“I extend my deepest condolences to the family of the American paramedic who 

was killed when his vehicle hit a landmine in Ukraine over the weekend. The interna-
tional personnel serving in the OSCE mission in Ukraine are working hard, at great 
personal risk, to keep an eye on the devastating and deteriorating conditions in that 
country and hold aggressors accountable. The car was driving in the Russian-backed 
separatist territory in eastern Ukraine. I therefore call upon Russia to provide full 
support for an investigation of this incident. More broadly, the onus is on Russia to 
ensure that there is full implementation of the Minsk agreements. The violence must 
end in eastern Ukraine, a decision that ultimately can only be made in Moscow.”

– Sen. Ben Cardin, ranking member of the Senate Foreign Relations Committee and 
the senior Democratic senator on the U.S. Commission on Security and Cooperation in 
Europe, in a statement released on April 24.

WASHINGTON – Following the death on 
April 23 of a U.S. paramedic serving in the 
Special Monitoring Mission (SMM) of the 
Organization for Security and Cooperation 
in Europe (OSCE) when his vehicle struck an 
explosive – likely a landmine – in separatist-
controlled territory in eastern Ukraine, U.S. 
Helsinki Commission Chairman Roger 
Wicker spoke on the Senate floor on the eve-
ning of April 24 to condemn the incident, 

express his condolences to the family of the 
victim, Joseph Stone, and call for the 
Russian government to end the cycle of vio-
lence that resulted in the tragedy. 

“Had Russia lived up to the Minsk agree-
ments, and ceased supporting, directing, 
funding, and fueling separatists in this 
region, there would have been no need for 

Helsinki Commission chairman comments 
on OSCE monitor’s death in eastern Ukraine

ties.” Speaking to journalists, the Russian 
acting permanent representative declared, 
“If Georgia and its protectors try to discuss 
the issues of security without the participa-
tion of Abkhazia and South Ossetia, the 
Geneva talks may even be closed.” Russia 
claims its tough stance is in response to the 
intensification of the North Atlantic Treaty 
Organization’s (NATO) activities in the 
South Caucasus and the Black Sea (Golos-

ameriki.ru, March 30).
Georgian politicians 

and foreign policy experts 
widely bel ieve that 
Ukraine’s recent U.N. 
Security Council initiative 
was motivated by Kyiv’s 
attempt to create a “tan-
dem” with Tbilisi, in the 
diplomatic and political 
arena, to push back 
against and resolve the 
problems arising from 
Ru s s i a’ s  a g g re s s i o n 

against them. Georgian Prime Minister 
Giorgi Kvirikashvili recently traveled to 
Ukraine. There, he held a working visit with 
the Ukrainian leadership and participated in 
a summit of GUAM (which unites Georgia, 
Ukraine, Azerbaijan and Moldova) heads of 
state (1tv.ge, March 26). The Georgian 
authorities had reacted cautiously to the 
events in Donbas (Donetsk and Luhansk 
oblasts of Ukraine) in order not to irritate 
Moscow. Tbilisi did not join the Western 
sanctions against Russia, except for the ban 
on the purchase of goods produced in 
Crimea (see EDM, August 14, 2015).

But there was another issue that, until 
now, had hindered closer Georgian-
Ukrainian cooperation on the international 
stage, despite their objective convergence of 
interests in the context of the Russian occu-
pation: Mikheil Saakashvili, the former gov-

ernor of Ukraine’s Odesa Oblast and the pre-
vious president of Georgia. When Mr. 
Saakashvili still held the post of Odesa gov-
ernor, the current Georgian president, Giorgi 
Margvelashvili, protested to the ambassador 
of Ukraine “against a Ukrainian official’s 
interference in Georgian politics” (Svoboda.
org, October 3, 2016). Mr. Margvelashvili 
referred to the fact that Mr. Saakashvili 
retained his position at the head of the 
opposition United National Movement party 
even while abroad and serving in a foreign 
government. That party took part in the par-
liamentary elections last fall, but came in a 
distant second place (see EDM, October 13, 
27, 2016). After this conversation with the 
Georgian head of state, the ambassador of 
Ukraine left Tbilisi. Kyiv for a long time did 
not appoint a new ambassador to Georgia. 
Many experts likened this situation to a 
“diplomatic demarche by Ukraine” (Vestnik 
Kavkaza, November 28, 2016).

In early November, Mr. Saakashvili 
resigned from his gubernatorial position 
and politically moved into opposition to 
President Petro Poroshenko (see EDM, 
November 14, 2016). As such, Mr. 
Saakashvili can no longer be considered a 
member of the Ukrainian government. 
Consequently, the ruling Georgian Dream 
coalition is ready to restore political ties 
with Kyiv and to act jointly in the interna-
tional arena. Russia’s provocative moves in 
Abkhazia and South Ossetia, as well as the 
continuing occupation of Crimea and the 
threat of large-scale war in Donbas (see 
EDM, March 30), can thus serve as useful 
test cases for uniting Georgia’s and 
Ukraine’s diplomatic efforts.

The article above is reprinted from 
Eurasia Daily Monitor with permission from 
its publisher, the Jamestown Foundation, 
www.jamestown.org.

Russia’s provocative moves in 
Abkhazia and South Ossetia, 
as well as the continuing oc-
cupation of Crimea and the 
threat of large-scale war in 
Donbas, can serve as useful test 
cases for uniting Georgia’s and 
Ukraine’s diplomatic efforts.

(Continued on page 12)
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Lubomyr Wynar, scholar, founder of the journal Ukrainian Historian
by Alla Atamanenko

OSTROH, Ukraine – Dr. Lubomyr R. 
Wynar, the prominent scholar, academic 
organizer, founder and editor for many 
years of the journal Ukrainian Historian, 
passed away on Easter Sunday, April 16, in 
Woodstock, Ga. He was 85. His death, fol-
lowing a brief illness, constitutes a huge 
loss for historical scholarship and for his 
family and colleagues. 

Lubomyr Roman Wynar was born in 
Lviv on December 16, 1931, (the official 
date of birth is January 2, 1932) to a family 
of educators. Despite difficult times, he 
obtained an excellent education (he began 
his secondary education at the Academic 
Gymnasium in Lviv and continued in gym-
nasiums in the displaced persons (DP) 
camps, initially in Karlsfeld and later in 
Berchtesgaden). 

While still in Europe, he studied history 
at the Ludwig Maximilians University and 
the Ukrainian Free University, both in 
Munich. In the U.S., he received a diploma in 
archival studies and library science at the 
Western Reserve University in Cleveland. 
The scholar worked at a number of 
American universities, among them Kent 
State University in Ohio, where he stayed 
the longest (1969-1996). 

While at Kent State, he founded and was 
director of the Center for the Study of 
Ethnic Publications and published an inter-
national journal on ethnic studies, Ethnic 
Forum (1980-1995.) 

Dr. Wynar was also a professor at the 
Ukrainian Free University in Munich.

He was well-known as the author of 
more than 2,000 academic studies, among 
which were some 37 books that he wrote 
and another 48 that he edited, along with 
28 bibliographic guides. He perfected his-
torical research methodology, exhibiting a 
deep and seemingly innate knowledge of 

history, historiography, bibliography, 
knowledge of source materials and other 
branches of scholarship. Among those, his 
work on historian and political leader 
Mykhailo Hrushevsky (1866-1934) is per-
haps the best known. 

Dr. Wynar’s historical research was dedi-
cated to the history of the Ukrainian 
Kozaks; prominent historical figures – from 
Kozak leaders to the leading political activ-
ists of the 20th century; events in the 
Ukrainian revolution of 1917-1921; World 
War II; and other areas. He was recognized 
for his bibliographic guides and publica-
tions associated with ethnic museums, 
archives, libraries and organization in the 
U.S. Dr. Wynar always included Ukrainian 
scholarly materials among these works and 
by so doing promoted Ukrainian studies to 
an international scholarly forum.

He was the founder and for many years 
the editor of the only Ukrainian scholarly 
history journal, Ukrainian Historian (pub-
lished since 1963); the founder and for 

many years president and later honorary 
president of the Ukrainian Historical Society, 
which unites Ukrainian scholars worldwide. 
Because of Dr. Wynar, the Ukrainian 
Historian became a major forum for consid-
eration of current scholarly issues, for which 
he received high marks from professionals 
in Ukraine and elsewhere.

Dr. Wynar was a member and leader of a 
range of major Ukrainian scholarly organiza-
tions in the diaspora and American scholarly 
organizations. He was one of the founders 
and later president of the Ukrainian American 
Association of University Professors; was the 
vice-chair of the Association for the Research 
of Nationalities in the USSR and Eastern 
Europe; headed the World Scholarly Council 
at the Ukrainian World Congress; was a full 
member of the Shevchenko Scientific 
Society; chaired the History Section and was 
vice-president of the Ukrainian Academy of 
Arts and Sciences in the U.S. In 1989, he 
became a member of the executive commit-
tee of the Ukrainian National Council, where 
he headed the Academic Council. As a 
world-class scholar of ethnic studies, he was 
a consultant to the Ukrainian program at 
Harvard University in 1968-1970. 

With tireless energy throughout his life, 
the scholar was the founder and organizer 
of a wide variety of academic, publishing 
and institutional projects, countless aca-
demic conferences (among those conduct-
ed at his initiative and support were three 
international congresses of Ukrainian his-
torians) in Europe, America, Canada and in 
independent Ukraine. 

Under the direction of Dr. Wynar, the 
Ukrainian Historical Society became the 
patron of the historical-memorial museums 
dedicated to Hrushevsky in Kyiv and Lviv 
and the Institute for the Study of the 
Ukrainian Diaspora at the National 
University of Ostroh Academy and was 
instrumental in developing cooperation 

with universities and academic institutes at 
the National Academy of Sciences of 
Ukraine.

Researchers in both the diaspora and 
Ukraine had the highest regard for the con-
tributions of Dr. Wynar to Ukrainian schol-
arship. The Ukrainian World Congress 
awarded him its St. Volodymyr Medal 
(Toronto, 1993); the Shevchenko Scientific 
Society presented him with the Hrushevsky 
Medal (Lviv, 1994); the International 
Hrushevsky Forum awarded him a 
“Diploma for exemplary contributions to 
restoring Mykhailo Hrushevsky to his prop-
er place in Ukraine” (Kyiv, 2008); the All-
Ukraine Geographical Society recognized 
him with its Ivan Krypiakevych Award in 
2008; the Omelian and Tetiana Antonovych 
Foundation recognized him for his 45 years 
of editing the Ukrainian Historian.

In Ukraine, Dr. Wynar was awarded an 
honorary doctorate at Yuriy Fedkovych 
National University in Chernivtsi; the 
National University of Ostroh Academy; and 
Lesia Ukrainka Eastern European University.

Dr. Wynar was happily married for 50 
years (1944-2013) to Anna Theresa (née 
Kuzmych). He is survived by his grieving 
family: daughter Natalia-Wynar-Chambers 
and her husband, Andy Chambers; grand-
children Rostyslava and Reese; and neph-
ews and niece Taras, Mykhailo and 
Roksolana Wynar. 

The funeral will be Monday, May 1, at 10 
a.m. at St. Andrew Ukrainian Catholic 
Church in Parma, Ohio. In lieu of flowers, 
the family requests donations for the con-
tinued publication of the Ukrainian 
Historian” (P.O. Box 674074, Marietta, GA 
30066).

Dr. Alla Atamanenko of the National 
University of Ostroh Academy submitted 
this obituary on behalf of the Executive 
Committee of the Ukrainian Historical 
Society.

Dr. Lubomyr R. Wynar
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A celebration of Ukrainian women’s voices at the United Nations
by Irene Jarosewich

UNITED NATIONS – The Permanent 
Mission of Ukraine to the United Nations, 
along with two U.N.-accredited NGO part-
ners, the World Federation of Ukrainian 
Women’s Organizations (WFUWO) and the 
Ukrainian World Congress (UWC), orga-
nized “A Celebration of Women’s Voices” in 
honor of International Mother Language 
Day on March 10 at the U. N. Headquarters 
in New York City. 

Despite an unexpected snowstorm, sev-
eral hundred guests attended the lovely 
afternoon event. 

International Mother Language Day was 
proclaimed by the General Conference of 
UNESCO in November 1999 “to promote 

the preservation and protection of all lan-
guages used by peoples of the world,” and 
active commemorations began in 2007. 
This year, on the eve of the 61st Session of 
the U.N. Commission on the Status of 
Women, the Ukrainian celebration of 
International Mother Language Day hon-
ored the legacy of women’s voices in 
Ukrainian arts and literature. 

Following greetings by Ambassador 
Volodymyr Yelchenko, Undersecretary-
General Catherine Pollard in her remarks 
underscored the importance of women and 
their communities to the United Nations’ 
mission. Dr. Martha Bohachevsky Chomiak, 
an authority on the history of the Ukrainian 
women’s movement and author of 
“Feminists Despite Themselves: Women in 
Ukrainian Community Life 1884-1939,” 
delivered the event’s keynote address. 

 Dr. Chomiak spoke about the evolution 
of human communication from basic ele-
ments into the sophisticated systems we 
recognize as modern languages capable of 
expressing the highest of concepts. She 
noted the universal recognition of the con-
cept of “mother language” as the language 
acquired first in the family and then in the 
community that provides one with a group 
identity. Language alone, more than any 
other characteristic, is a group identifier – a 
fact well understood by those who, over 
the years, had hoped to destroy the 
Ukrainian language, she noted. 

The program also included a gripping 
clip from the forthcoming feature-length 
drama “Julia Blue,” written and directed by 
Roxy Toporowych. Ms. Toporowych and 
film producer Nilou Safinya were on hand 
to speak about the film project. Shot entire-
ly on location in Ukraine, the film is a love 
story about a bright, idealistic and deter-

mined young woman from the western 
region of Ukraine, a student activist and 
participant in the Revolution of Dignity, and 
a wounded soldier returning from the war 
in the Donbas in Ukraine’s eastern region. 
The film, due to be released in 2017, 
recently earned its director the Calvin Klein 
Spotlight on Women Filmmakers grant at 
the 2016 Gotham Film Awards. 

Additional elements of the program 
included the poetry of Lesia Ukrainka 
(1871-1913), recited in Ukrainian by Nadia 
Tatchin and Lesya Topolya, as well as the 
work of Ayshe Ake and Sabriye Erejepova, 
read in the Crimean Tatar language by 
Zulfire Asanova and Lillia Memetova. A 
musical accompaniment to the readings, as 
well as a short performance, was provided 

by violinists Iryna Kit and Anastasia 
Antoniw, members of New York Virtuoso 
Orchestra. 

Halyna Bodnar and Julia Stupen offered 
an excellent performance on Ukraine’s 
national instrument, the bandura. The pro-
gram closed with a truly masterful perfor-
mance by the young members of the all-
girls Soloveiky Chorus of Philadelphia. 

The mistress of ceremonies for the event 
was WFUWO’s newest youth representa-
tive, Bogena Dergalo. 

Co-sponsors of the event were the Self-
Reliance New York Federal Credit Union, 
the Ukrainian Congress Committee of 
America, the Ukrainian National Women’s 
League of America and the Volya Institute 
for Contemporary Law and Society. 

Several members of the Soloveiky Chorus.
Marta Kebalo

Dr. Martha Bohachevsky Chomiak is 
flanked by violinists Anastasia Antoniw 

(left) and Iryna Kit (right).

Sofika Zielyk
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by Paul Goble

Faced with a rising tide of Orthodox par-
ishes in Ukraine whose members have 
voted to transfer their allegiance to the Kyiv 
Patriarchate, the Moscow Patriarchate, i.e., 
the Russian Orthodox Church, has issued 
rules specifying that parishes cannot 
change from one hierarchy to another 
without its explicit written permission.

Individuals, of course, can continue to 
move from one church to another; but the 
Moscow Patriarchate, by insisting that the 
church buildings belong to it and not to the 
parishes, can block entire parishes from 
voting to leave collectively and take church 
buildings and other property with them.

In the words of TSN reporter Sergey 
Galchenko, this action “completely destroys 
the Ukrainian structure of the church, 
transforming it into a reflection of the 
Russian Orthodox Church” in Russia and 
thus “in fact taking the churches away from 
their parishioners” (ru.tsn.ua/ukrayina/
moskovskiy-patriarhat-pridumal-kak-po-
hitromu-uberechsya-ot-perehodov-veruy-
uschih-v-drugie-konfessii-847237.html).

This is a very big deal for both Moscow 
and Kyiv. For the Moscow Patriarchate and 
the Kremlin, the more than 12,000 parishes 
of the Moscow Patriarchal Church in 
Ukraine not only form more than a third of 
the religious communities there, allowing 
enormous opportunities for Russian influ-
ence, but also represent almost half of all 
Moscow Patriarchate churches in total and 
thus an important source of revenue for the 
Patriarchate.

For Kyiv, it represents an equally large 
challenge. Many Ukrainian political leaders 
have expressed the hope that moves 
toward autocephaly for the republic’s 
Church could be speeded by having congre-
gations and even bishoprics change sides. 
Now, if the Ukrainian authorities want to 
move in that direction, they will have to 
take more positive actions.

Moscow Patriarchate says parishes in Ukraine
must get permission to shift to other hierarchies

In case anyone forgot there’s a war going on in Ukraine, this week’s news was a 
stark reminder.

On Saturday, April 23, an American paramedic who was part of the Special 
Monitoring Mission of the Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe, was 
killed in the occupied Luhansk region when the vehicle he was riding in hit a land-
mine. Joseph Stone died and two other OSCE monitors, a German woman and a 
Czech man, were injured in territory controlled by Russian-led “separatist” forces. 
RFE/RL reported that OSCE Secretary-General Lamberto Zannier said there will be 
both an internal investigation and a criminal investigation “to understand who is 
responsible for this outcome.” He added, “A mine was left on a road which is also 
used by civilians, and there could have been other victims as well.”

On Wednesday, April 26, Ukraine reported three of its troops were killed and five 
wounded in yet another flare-up of fighting in eastern Ukraine. According to the 
Associated Press, the press office for the Ukrainian government’s ATO said Ukrainian 
positions had come under fire 65 times in the previous 24 hours. It appeared to be 
the worst loss of lives reported in weeks, the AP noted.

Then on Thursday, April 27, there was news of yet another death on the front-
lines. Ukraine’s Armed Forces reported that one Ukrainian soldier was killed and six 
wounded in action. Russian forces were firing upon Ukrainian positions near 
Avdiyivka, Horlivka, Pisky and Maryinka (Donetsk sector), Vodiane and Shyrokyne 
(Mariupol sector), and near Popasna and Triotske and at Stanytsia Luhanska 
(towards Luhansk sector). As the U.S. Mission to the OSCE noted that day, “After a 
drop in fighting over the Easter holiday, combined Russian-separatist forces appear 
to be back to business as usual, driving up ceasefire violations to over 1,000 per day.”

Meanwhile, Ukrainian authorities reported that the 64th so-called “humanitarian 
convoy” from Russia had proceeded into Ukraine.

At the same time, there was news this week of a new exhibit of photographs at 
NATO headquarters in Brussels of children who have suffered as a result of what 
President Petro Poroshenko has called Russia’s “undeclared war” against Ukraine. 
Ukraine’s Vice Prime Minister Ivanna Klympush-Tsintsadze comments in a short 
video report on the exhibit posted by RFE/RL: “When you see a photo of a real child 
who has gone through pain, through horror that people in Europe can’t even begin 
to imagine, this photo tells a lot to everyone who sees it.” Parents and teachers in 
Ukraine have reported increases among these young victims of war of bed-wetting, 
anxiety, aggression and withdrawal. UNICEF says more than 200,000 children need 
psycho-social support due to the trauma they have experienced.

Close to 10,000 lives have been lost in eastern Ukraine since 2014. Some 2 million 
have been displaced since Russia occupied Crimea and invaded the Donbas. And the 
aggression continues.

U.S. Chargé d’Affaires Kate Byrnes told the OSCE Permanent Council in Vienna on 
Thursday, April 27: “Russia’s aggression against Ukraine has shaken the very foun-
dations of security and stability in Europe, and is antithetical to achieving a Europe 
that is whole, free and at peace. The United States affirms its staunch support for 
Ukraine’s sovereignty, independence and territorial integrity within its internation-
ally recognized borders. We do not, and will not, accept Russia’s efforts to change the 
borders of Ukraine.”

Back in Washington, expressing condolences to the deceased OSCE monitor’s 
family, State Department spokesperson Mark C. Toner underscored “the increasingly 
dangerous conditions under which these courageous monitors work, including 
access restrictions, threats and harassment.” He also stated that the U.S. “urges 
Russia to use its influence with the separatists to allow the OSCE to conduct a full, 
transparent and timely investigation” and “again calls upon Russia to use its influ-
ence with the separatists to take the first step toward peace to eastern Ukraine and 
ensure a visible, verifiable and irreversible improvement in the security situation.”

Although those words may be fine and good, it’s high time for the United States 
and others to speak not of Russia’s “influence with the separatists,” but of Russia’s 
direct role in waging this war. The truth of the matter is that the war will not end 
until Russia decides to withdraw its troops and weapons from Ukrainian territory.

The Ukrainian Weekly

Twenty-five years ago, on May 5, 1992, President Leonid 
Kravchuk and Ambassador Oleh Bilorus officially opened the 
Embassy of Ukraine in the United States in Washington. The 
Embassy was an 11-room suite of offices located at 1828 L St. NW.  
The Embassy location moved after 1992 to its current location at 
3350 M St. NW, known as the historic Forrest-Marbury House.

With the opening of the Embassy, President Kravchuk and Ambassador Bilorus 
declared that a new phase of Ukrainian-American relations was beginning and that the 
Embassy of independent Ukraine in the U.S. was ready to work.

During the opening ceremony, U.S. Secretary of State James A Baker III noted that “a 
free and independent Ukraine has taken its rightful place in the community of nations. 
And if Ukraine has come far, so also has America’s relationship with it.”

Ukraine’s delegation arrived at Andrews Air Force Base and was traditionally wel-
comed with bread and salt by some 150 Ukrainian Americans. President Kravchuk then 
boarded a helicopter to the Pentagon, where he was officially greeted by Secretary Baker 
in an unprecedented ceremony, as it had not been protocol for the U.S. secretary of state to 
welcome a head of state arriving on a working visit.

Following the ribbon-cutting ceremony, President Kravchuk said: “It was a long journey 
to this day, and for us this is a joyous day now that it’s come. I want to sincerely welcome 
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Turning the pages back...

by Paul Goble

Ninety-two percent of Ukrainian citizens 
now consider themselves ethnic Ukrainians 
– an unprecedented figure that is the prod-
uct of Vladimir Putin’s aggression against 
their country and one that highlights the 
fundamental weakness of ethnic Russian 
national identities not only there but else-
where, including in the Russian Federation.

According to a new poll by Kyiv’s 
Razumkov Center, 92 percent of Ukrainian 
citizens now consider themselves ethnic 
Ukrainians, 6 percent say they are ethnic 
Russians, and 1.5 percent identify as mem-
bers of other ethnic groups (zn.ua/UKRAINE 
/bolee-90-grazhdan-schitayut-sebya-
etnicheskimi-ukraincami-245309_.html).

Among young people in Ukraine, the 
share identifying as ethnic Ukrainians 
approaches 100 percent, the pollsters said, 
while among those over the age of 60, the 
figure was less than 90 percent but still far 
higher than at any point in the past.

The Razumkov Center also asked how 
many people feel themselves part of only 
one ethnic nation or, alternately, as mem-
bers of several. Among ethnic Ukrainians, it 
said, “77 percent feel themselves part of 
one nationality, 12 percent of two or more, 
6 percent not as members of any nationali-
ty; 8 percent couldn’t or wouldn’t answer.”

But among those who identify as ethnic 
Russians in Ukraine, “only 39 percent” iden-
tify only with that ethnicity, an indication 
that many of them are less attached to the 
nationality of their birth and are in the pro-
cess of shifting from one nation to another, 
in this case from the ethnic Russian nation 
to the Ukrainian ethnic one.

Not surprisingly, Moscow commentators 
are outraged by these figures and their 
implications, and one has called this poll a 
new form of “aggression by sociological 
poll” conducted by the United States against 
Russia on behalf of Ukraine (versia.ru/fond-
usaid-oplatil-ocherednuyu-specoperaciyu-
otryvayushhuyu-kiev-ot-moskvy).

And pro-Moscow Ukrainians, many of 

them now in Russia, see this poll as part of 
an effort to create a Ukrainian ethnic nation, 
something they argue resembles what the 
Soviets did and that does not exist indepen-
dently of a broader “Russian world” reflect-
ing history and language patterns (svpressa.
ru/politic/article/170423/).

One of their number, Bogdan Bezpalko, a 
Ukrainian who is a member of President 
Putin’s Council on Inter-Ethnic Relations, 
however, in his argument against the new poll 
lets the cat out of the bag by acknowledging 
that “in fact, the very term ‘ethnic Ukrainian’ 
or ‘ethnic Russian’ is extremely ephemeral.”

That gets to the heart of the matter. 
Ethnic communities, like all other human 
groups, have histories; that is, they emerge, 
they flourish, and then they die. Often they 
do so because of the support they enjoy 
from states, and often those that do are 
thought to be eternal. But when conditions 
change – as when new states emerge – so 
too can new identities.

Ukrainian ethno-national identity is now 
strengthening not only in response to 
Kyiv’s policies but also to Moscow’s aggres-
sion against Ukraine. And it is doing so at 
the expense of Russian identity, which was 
strong when Moscow dominated Ukraine 
but which is much less so now that Ukraine 
is independent.

And that means, in turn, that the real 
story here is not the strengthening of eth-
nic Ukrainian identity but the weakening of 
ethnic Russian ones, especially beyond the 
borders of the Russian Federation or even 
in the non-Russian portions of that country 
given that, far more than Ukrainian identity, 
Russian identity is dependent on the state.

Indeed, it is difficult not to conclude that 
Kyiv commentator Oleg Polishchuk gets it 
right when he argues that Mr. Putin’s “con-
version of Ukraine into a mono-ethnic state” 
represents an unusual form of “ethnocide in 
reverse,” a development with serious conse-
quences not only for Ukraine but for Russia 
as well (dsnews.ua/politics/etnotsid-nao-
borot-kak-putin-prevratil-ukrainu-v-
mononatsionalnoe-14042017 220000).

Making Ukraine mono-ethnic: Putin’s
greatest achievement, most fateful failure

(Continued on page 13)

Russia’s war against Ukraine

 WINDOW ON EURASIA

Paul Goble is a long-time specialist on 
ethnic and religious questions in Eurasia 
who has served in various capacities in the 
U.S. State Department, the Central 
Intelligence Agency and the International 
Broadcasting Bureau, as well as at the Voice 
of America and Radio Free Europe/Radio 
Liberty and the Carnegie Endowment for 
International Peace. The article above is 
reprinted with permission from his blog 
called “Window on Eurasia” (http://windo-
woneurasia2.blogspot.com/).



7THE UKRAINIAN WEEKLY      SUNDAY, APRIL 30, 2017No. 18

Remembering the Chornobyl nuclear disaster
Ukrainian Congress Committee  

of America
The Ukrainian Congress Committee of 

America disseminated the statement below 
on April 24.

On Saturday, April 26, 1986, the worst 
nuclear power plant disaster in history 
began with the rupture of Reactor No. 4’s 
containment at the Vladimir Ilyich Lenin 
Nuclear Power Station. Conceived to be one 
of the largest nuclear power plants in histo-
ry during its construction in the 1970s, 
Soviet planners located this megastructure 
11 miles northwest of the city of Chornobyl, 
Ukraine, and approximately 62 miles north 
of Ukraine’s capital and most populous city, 
Kyiv.

Alongside the Fukushima Daiichi nucle-
ar disaster in Japan in 2011, the disaster at 
Chornobyl remains one of only two man-
made catastrophes classified at the maxi-
mum level 7 on the International Nuclear 
Event Scale. Following the release of 200 
times more radioactive material into the 
Earth’s atmosphere than the atomic bomb 
dropped on Hiroshima, Soviet leaders 
ordered hundreds of thousands of people 
to participate in the clean-up effort: 40,000 
of these people have since died, 20 percent 
as a result of suicide, and a further 70,000 
have been permanently disabled as a result 
of their exposure. Today in Ukraine, 6,000 
children are born every year with genetic 
heart defects, a 200 percent increase in 
birth defects since the nuclear disaster, and 
a 250 percent increase in congenital birth 
deformities. UNICEF has documented simi-
lar increases in children’s disease rates, 
including a 38 percent increase in malig-
nant tumors and 43 percent in blood circu-
latory illnesses. More than 1 million chil-
dren continue to live in areas considered 
contaminated by the Chornobyl nuclear 
meltdown.

Post-Chornobyl recovery efforts turned 
a corner once Ukraine regained its inde-
pendence in 1991. Today’s Ukraine consid-
ers the events at the Chornobyl plant in 
1986 comparable in scale to the 
Holodomor Famine of 1932-1933, the deci-
mation of Ukrainians from foreign invaders 
during World War II and the ongoing war 
following Russia’s 2014 invasion of 
Ukraine. Through inter-agency and interna-
tional collaboration, 40 countries have con-
tributed the estimated $1.58 billion 
towards the construction of the recently 
completed New Safe Confinement, a mas-
sive arched dome designed to prevent any 
radiological releases for the next 100 years. 
Completed months ahead of schedule, this 
technological marvel demonstrates a new 
era in management of man-made disasters, 
allowing for the permanent dismantling of 
the original nuclear plant now 31 years 
after the explosion.

On the 31st commemoration of this 
tragedy, the Ukrainian Congress Committee 
of America, the nation’s largest representa-
tion of Ukrainians in America, honors those 
who perished and those who survived this 
catastrophe. We also remember the out-
pouring of international aid to Ukraine led 
by activists from our community, the inter-
national diaspora and those who contribut-
ed out of an overwhelming need to aid 
their fellow man. The UCCA reaffirms its 
resolve to ensure that the ongoing needs of 
the victims of this tragedy in Ukraine are 
not forgotten, as moral and financial sup-
port are still needed to assist the affected 
communities and ease the continued suf-
fering of the countless victims in the wake 
of this tragedy.

Ukrainian Canadian Congress
The Ukrainian Canadian Congress issued 

the following release on April 26.

Today the world commemorates the 
anniversary of the Chornobyl nuclear disas-
ter in Ukraine.

On April 26, 1986, a reactor at the 
Chornobyl power plant near Prypiat 
exploded and melted down. The disaster 
affected the lives of thousands of people in 
Ukraine and Belarus. The terrible impact of 
the Chornobyl disaster is still being felt 
today, with adverse effects on the health of 
many people. The Ukrainian Canadian 
Congress asks that all Canadians take time 
today to remember those affected by this 
terrible tragedy.

“Today, we pray for all the victims of 
Chornobyl, all those who continue to suffer 
from its effects, and all those who have suf-

fered from similar tragedies,” stated Paul 
Grod, national president of the Ukrainian 
Canadian Congress. “We gather together in 
our communities to commemorate the 
Chornobyl disaster. Let us never forget this 
catastrophe that forever changed Ukraine 
and the world.”

Estimates on the numbers of indirect 
deaths as a result of the Chornobyl disaster 
vary from the thousands to the tens of 
thousands.

Many communities across Canada mark 
the occasion of the anniversary of this trag-
ic event with vigils and solemn commemo-
rations. 

In November 2016, the New Safe 
Confinement shell over the site of the 
Chornobyl disaster was moved into place. 
Work on the New Safe Confinement is 
scheduled to be completed in late 2017.

The European Bank for Reconstruction 
and Development (EBRD), which manages 
the financing of the New Safe Confinement, 
stated, “the New Safe Confinement is the 
largest moveable land-based structure ever 
built. It will safeguard the radioactive reac-
tor building and tons of nuclear fuel still 
inside for at least a century. It is equipped 
with remotely controlled cranes and 
machinery to begin the task of dismantling 
the hastily built shelter erected after the 
1986 disaster at the site.”

The Chornobyl Shelter Fund (CSF) was 
set up at the EBRD in 1997. Canada is one 
of the member countries of the CSF.

Sen. Raynell Andreychuk
Canadian Sen. Raynell Andreychuk 

marked the 31st anniversary of the 

Chornobyl nuclear disaster with a news 
release dated April 26.

“Today, I call on all Canadians to join me 
in pausing to remember the victims of 
Chornobyl – one of the largest nuclear 
power plant disasters in history,” said Sen. 
Andreychuk. “Let us remember the men, 
women and children, who lost their lives as 
a result of this tragedy. Our thoughts are 
with the children who have been orphaned, 
and with all those who continue to suffer 
the devastating effects of nuclear radiation 
exposure.”

On April 26, 1986, one of four nuclear 
reactors at the Chornobyl power plant 
located near the town of Prypiat, Ukraine, 
exploded during a routine safety test. As a 
fire erupted, radioactive particles were 
released into the atmosphere extending 
across Ukraine, Belarus and neighboring 
areas of Europe.

“As a result of direct exposure to radia-
tion, 31 ill-equipped emergency respond-
ers and power plant workers were the first 
victims of the disaster. Among those who 
survived, serious health complications per-
sist,” said Sen. Andreychuk, citing estimates 
of over 7,000 cases of thyroid cancer relat-
ed to the incident.

Noting the United Nations General 
Assembly decision to designate April 26 as 
International  Chornobyl  Disaster 
Remembrance Day, Sen. Andreychuk stat-
ed, “International Chornobyl Disaster 
Remembrance Day marks an opportunity 
to raise awareness and reaffirm our com-
mitment to improving nuclear safety and 
security so that we may prevent future 
disasters from occurring.”

 FOR THE RECORD

The new confinement structure for the Chornobyl nuclear power plant’s reactor No. 4 is seen on November 14, as the process of 
sliding it into place began. 2016 marked the 30th anniversary of the Chornobyl nuclear disaster of April 26, 1986.

EBRD/Novarka

disaster, which spread radiation across 
parts of Ukraine, Belarus, Russia and large 
swaths of Europe.

The precise number of victims and 
extent of the damage remains the subject of 
debate, in part because the Soviet authori-
ties took days to publicly acknowledge the 
disaster and kept information hidden.

Last year, the crumbling “sarcophagus” 
used to contain radiation from the smolder-

ing reactor at the time was replaced with a 
2.3-billion-dollar metal dome in a bid to 
stop future leaks. More than 200 tons of 
uranium remain buried inside.

Two years before the Soviet Union with-
drew its troops from Afghanistan following 
a losing war of occupation, the Chornobyl 
disaster was in retrospect another sign of 
the weaknesses of the Communist giant 
that collapsed in 1991.

Mr. Poroshenko called it “an unhealing 
wound that we live with as a people.”

“Perhaps more than anyone else, the 
Chornobyl tragedy affected our Belarusian 

brothers,” he said, referring to the fact that 
winds blew radiation northward into 
Belarus, where some of its strongest effects 
were felt.

“Both Belarusians and Ukrainians know 
that the Chornobyl catastrophe knows no 
borders,” Mr. Lukashenka said.

Ukrainian Prime Minister Volodymyr 
Groysman paid tribute to the Chornobyl 
“liquidators” – emergency workers, state 
employees, and others sent in to clean up 
after the disaster with little or no prepara-
tion, protective gear or information about 
the gruesome dangers they faced. 

“Thank you to the heroes who, at the 
expense of their own lives and health, pro-
tected us from the horrible consequences 
of this tragedy,” Mr. Groysman wrote on 
Facebook.

With reporting by AFP, Unian, and Belta.
Copyright 2017, RFE/RL Inc. Reprinted 

with the permission of Radio Free Europe/
Radio Liberty, 1201 Connecticut Ave. NW, 
Washington DC 20036; www.rferl.org (see 
http://www.rferl.org/a/ukraine-poroshen-
ko-compares-chernobyl-fighting-donbas/ 
28453056.html).

(Continued from page 1)

Poroshenko...
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Ukrainian technology companies reach far beyond their national borders
by Mike Buryk

“Made in Ukraine” is not a phrase usually associated 
with technology product companies and start-ups. And yet, 
outsourcing of software development projects to Ukrainian 
consultants has been a global practice for years. But now 
the business landscape is changing as more technology 
product companies and start-ups from Ukraine try to make 
their mark in the EU and beyond. 

Two key reports on the technology industry  
in Ukraine

In 2016, two reports were published about Ukraine’s 
technology industry environment and business scene. The 
authors were Ukraine Digital News, an online website 
focused on the Ukrainian digital and IT industries since 
2014, and AVentures Capital, a prominent early stage ven-
ture firm focused on nurturing businesses in Ukraine and 
Central and Eastern Europe. The “IT Ukraine” report 
(http://www.uadn.net/files/ua_hightech.pdf) points out 
that Ukraine has 90,000 IT professionals, which makes it 
number one in Central and Eastern Europe. And in terms of 
export activity, “ … Ukraine’s software development and IT 
services reached at least $2.5 billion in 2015, showing dou-
ble-digit growth year after year. The U.S. market is the main 
destination with an estimated 80 percent volume of 
exported services…,” according to this report. The other 
report, “The Dealbook of Ukraine” (http://uadn.net/files/
ua_dealbook.pdf), describes how an increased volume of 
venture funds is being committed to Ukrainian technology 
product start-ups. 

Traditionally there has been a question in the minds of 
some Ukrainian tech professionals regarding whether the 
outsourcing software development business is hindering 
the growth of start-ups. However, in 2015 after a period of 
steep investment contraction due to the uncertain political 
and economic climate brought on by the 2014 Maidan 
Revolution, venture funds for start-ups increased to a 
record $132 million. And, more than 40 percent of the 
deals were made or directed by foreign investors. 

While the internal business market in Ukraine for start-
ups has been challenging due to weak economic conditions, 
those which have developed a global focus are beginning to 
enjoy success. Some have moved their sales and marketing 
operations to the EU and the U.S. while still maintaining 
R&D operations in Ukraine. The following four companies 
illustrate how “made in Ukraine” could become a label sig-
nifying high quality for global technology products.

Hideez Group: a cybersecurity  
and authentication devices and services company

The Consumer Technology Association holds every 
January in Las Vegas possibly the largest consumer elec-
tronics show (CES) in the world. In 2016, CES drew more 
than 177,000 attendees from around the globe and had 
2.47 million net square feet of space for exhibits. In January 
2017, the Kyiv-based Ukrainian Venture Capital and Private 
Equity Association (UVCA) invited eight technology start-
ups from Ukraine to exhibit their products in a special area 
set aside for them. The Hideeez Group (http://hideez.
com/), a Kyiv-based company specializing in cybersecurity 
and authentication devices and services, was one of the 
eight invitees. It was founded in August 2015 by Oleg 
Naumenko, Andriy Konkov and Denis Zaliznyak and 
received $325,000 in seed funding from three outside 
investors in December 2016. 

CEO Naumenko, CMO Gennadiy Kornev and Julia 
Shykalova, global director of business development, all 
attended CES 2017 for Hideez and were very pleased with 
the unique opportunity to meet potential new investors 
and future clients. Their first product, Hideez Key, is a 
device that attaches to a key ring and can safely store up to 
1,000 user passwords and lock and unlock your electronic 
gear. It works on multiple platforms, including Android, 
Windows and Mac. It was first sold in EU countries in 
September 2016 and will be available in the spring of 2017 

on Amazon.com. A new upgraded version of the product, 
Hideez Key 2, will allow an unlimited number of pass-
words to be stored on it and go into production in May 
2017. It can be worn on the wrist like a watch or a bracelet. 

While the R&D operation (about 10 employees) is locat-
ed in Ukraine, the company has several contractors and 
employees who live elsewhere. In January 2017, Hideez 
incorporated in the State of Delaware to more easily sell 
and market its services and products in the U.S. and the EU. 
Ms. Shykalova and one sales representative are now based 
in the U.S. Her activities will focus on selling Hideez cyber-
security and authentication products and services in the 
business-to-business market with an initial prospect focus 
on hospitals and small-to-medium sized companies. 

Mr. Kornev points out that although the product is cur-
rently manufactured in China, due to the very precise 
device requirements, he is currently reviewing companies 
in Ukraine that could produce Hideez Key in the future. 
Regarding future company growth, he says “…while Hideez 
is now focused on selling its products to the consumer 
market, in the 12- to 18-month time frame major growth 
will come in the business-to-business area…” A January 
2017 interview with Ms. Shykalova and Mr. Kornev can 
be heard here https://soundcloud.com/ukrainetech/
hideezinterview013117.

Ecoisme: a home automation  
and smart home company

In 2016, Ukrainian tech entrepreneur Ivan Pasichnyk 
was included in the Forbes “30 under 30” list of top leaders 
and talented innovators in 20 different sectors. Along with 
his partners Nazar Mokrinskiy, Anton Diatlov and 
Alexander Diatlov, they founded in 2014 Ecoisme (https://
ecoisme.com/), a company that has produced a home ener-
gy monitoring system that can help consumers save money 
and better understand how their electricity is being used. 
Ecoisme was one of the Ukrainian start-up companies 
invited by UVCA to exhibit at the UA Tech zone at CES 2017 
in Las Vegas. 

The Ecoisme product is an energy monitoring unit that is 
attached to the main electrical panel in a home using a con-
tactless connection. The monitor can sense appliance use 
throughout the house and pinpoint where better efficiency 
can be achieved. It can also alert you when an appliance, 
such as an iron, has been unintentionally left on. The com-
pany suggests their system can help a consumer save as 
much as 15 percent monthly on an electricity bill.

Ecoisme is headquartered in Kyiv but has staff in Poland, 
the U.K. and Canada. A number of software developers are 
located in Krakow since one of its major investors, 
Deutsche Telekom, has a division there. The company 
began manufacturing the monitoring units in January 
2017. In the pre-order phase, units are priced at $200 for 

regular home use and $300 if there is a solar energy sys-
tem involved. Once fully commercial the prices will rise to 
$300 and $400 respectively. 

COO Alexander Diatlov says the company will sell its 
product through four channels: “direct to the consumer 
through the Ecoisme online website and elsewhere, 
through energy providers such as electric utilities and 
working with solar panel installers and property manage-
ment companies.” In North America, for example, Business 
Development Manager Maria Korolenko points out that “…
public utilities will be a top priority for me…” In the U.S., 
the state of California represents a very significant oppor-
tunity for Ecoisme. 

In June 2016, Ecoisme was one of three start-ups that 
won the EDF Pulse Award. For their achievement, EDF, the 
French electric utility and energy company, gave the three 
companies 100,000 euros each along with technical and 
communications support. The company is currently nego-
tiating with EDF to do a product pilot in France. Other 
product pilots include one signed in late November 2016 
with the Dubai Electricity and Water Authority (DEWA) to 
boost energy efficiency in the Emirate of Dubai, a major 
financial hub in the Middle East. 

Mr. Diatlov believes that “… the market for home energy 
automation will grow quickly…” He considers the major 
challenge for Ecoisme to be the launch of full-scale manu-
facturing and scaling the product for global markets. A 
January 2017 interview with Alexander Diatlov and Ms. 
Korolenko can be found here https://soundcloud.com/
ukrainetech/ecoismeinterview012317. 

Agrieye Corp.: a Ukrainian player  
in the smart agriculture market

When you think about locations for start-ups in Ukraine, 
Kyiv or Lviv immediately come to mind. However, according 
to Andrey Sevryukhov, CEO and co-founder of Agrieye, the 
Black Sea city of Odesa has a very active start-up scene. With 
his partners CTO Roman Kravchenko and COO Ivan Balashov 
the trio founded Agrieye (http://agrieye.itc.ms/) in early 
2016. Currently there are a total of five staff people on board. 
The company has one major investor, Alex Svirid, who was 
the founder of the EasyPay electronic payment service. He 
made a financial commitment of $150,000. Negotiations are 
also underway with additional potential investors, including 
Starta Capital, a New York based venture capital company 
that has a start-up accelerator to help new East European 
technology companies to gain a foothold in the U.S. market. 
Mr. Sevryukov is hoping to eventually secure a total of $3.5 
million to develop his service in the U.S. 

Agrieye provides the tools for small-to-medium sized 
farms to utilize precision agriculture. Precision agriculture 

 MADE IN UKRAINE START-UPS

Ecoisme home energy monitor. 

Hideez Key 2 with earlier version Hideez Key 1 security 
devices.

Agrieye drone surveying a farm field in Ukraine.

(Continued on page 17)

Mike Buryk has been a participant in and observer of the 
global technology industry for many years. He is producing 
a series of podcasts, called “Made in Ukraine Tech Start-up 
Edition,” focusing on technology products and tech start-ups 
in Ukraine. Mr. Buryk is a Ukrainian American writer whose 
research and articles have covered a wide variety of topics. 
You can reach him at Michael.buryk@verizon.net. 
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those of all communities and backgrounds. 
As a way to recognize the 45th anniver-

sary celebration year, the UIMA is launch-
ing a campaign to raise $450,000 for the 
Children’s Art Learning Center. UIMA Club 
45 has been established as a vehicle for 
donations. Individuals who wish to support 
this UIMA initiative can become members 
of Club 45 by donating $45, $450, $4,500 or 
any other amount. Donations can be sent to 
UIMA Club 45, 2320 W. Chicago Avenue, 
Chicago, IL 60622, or made online at 
http://uima-chicago.org/club-45/

Dr. Pavlo Nadzikewycz, chairman of the 
board, emphasized the significance of the 
UIMA as an effective artistic institution that 
garners much publicity in the local media 
in Chicago and serves as a source of infor-
mation about contemporary Ukrainian art 
and artists. 

Consul General Gerasko underlined that 
the Ukrainian Institute of Modern Art, 
through a prism of spiritual values, plays an 
important role in the promotion and popu-
larization of Ukrainian contemporary art 
both nationally and internationally.

Oresta Fedyniak, president of the 
Selfreliance Foundation, congratulated the 
institute on its growth and stated, “under 
the able leadership, through the hard work 
of staff and numerous volunteers, UIMA 
leads among art galleries in Chicago, pro-
moting Ukrainian art on the world stage.” 

Taras Gawryk, member of the board of 
directors of the Heritage Foundation, 
thanked the UIMA staff and volunteers for 
their important work of preserving and 
promoting Ukrainian artistic creativity, lit-
erature and music. He stressed the impor-
tance of the UIMA Children’s Art Learning 
Center, “for this will enrich not only the 
youth of the community but also the area of 
Chicago’s Ukrainian Village.”

Each foundation awarded UIMA with a 
substantial donation.

Tribute was given to Dr. Maria A.P. 
Slobodian, a longtime member and friend, 
who recently passed away and left the 
institute a testamentary gift. The UIMA 
board recognized and thanked the Maria 
A.P. Slobodian Trust for its generous sup-
port and assistance toward realizing the 
institute’s vision. 

The Ukrainian Institute of Modern Art 
now beckons a new generation to continue 
this journey of support and involvement. 
Motria Melnyk, vice-president and emcee 
of the program, introduced UIMA Next, a 
group of young professionals. Martha 
Ryvak, one of its initiators, informed the 
audience about the future strategic part-
nership between the institute and UIMA 
Next. The audience was inspired by the 
young professionals and their fresh ideas, 
new energy and enthusiasm on a path of 
new collaborations.

Stano Grezdo, UIMA curator, was recog-
nized for his 10-year anniversary of curat-
ing exhibitions for UIMA. It was noted that 
his creativity and artistic skills have elevat-
ed the institute to an art institution of the 
highest excellence.

The keynote address was delivered by 
VALYA (the professional name used by Ms. 
Roenko-Simpson), a nationally and interna-
tionally recognized fiber artist. She 
described her journey of becoming an artist 
within the Soviet system which suppressed 
freedom and the right to creativity and indi-
viduality. During an internship in the U.S., 
she first heard the expression, “in my opin-
ion” – a concept foreign to the Soviet system. 
The experience opened up a new world of 
freedom, individuality, unique ideas and cre-
ative paths for the artist.

The highlight of the celebration was a 
performance by virtuoso bandurist Ivan 
Shmilo. The audience sang along as he 
played a medley of Ukrainian classic songs. 
He honored the UIMA’s 45th anniversary 
celebration by playing a piece he composed 
especially for this evening.

Orysia Kossak-Cardoso, UIMA president, 
concluded the program with gratitude to 
those who had worked for the past 45 
years to build and promote the institute, 
always embodying the ideas and dreams of 
their predecessors. In its 45 years, the 
UIMA has made a significant contribution 
to Ukrainian contemporary artistic expres-
sion, and brought it to the attention of the 
international community. 

Motria Melnyk is vice-president of the 
board of the Ukrainian Institute of Modern 
Art and director of programs.

2017 Spring-Easter Catalog
is available now!

to order a copy, see: www.yevshan.com
or call: 1-800-265-9858

vided finances, time, effort and expertise, 
and shared the vision that promoted the 
institute’s growth. The following received 
special recognition: the Omelan and 
Tatiana Antonovych Foundation, Boris 
Antonovych, Dr. Vera Bodnaruk, Steven 
Calucci, Natalka Domchenko, Marta Farion, 
Dr. Andrew Ilkiw, Dr. Alexandra Ilkiw, Yurko 
Kawka, Lesia Kochman, Bohdan Kovalsky, 
Lesia Kowerko, Lubko Krushelnycky, Lialia 
Kuchma, Ray and Lida Litwin, Ivan 
Olshansky, Arnold Maovenbaugh, Luba 
Markewycz, Yuri Myskiw, Chrystyna 
Pawlyk, Lida Petruniak, Kalyna Pomirko, 
Larysa Reiffel, Yurij Sambirsky, Yurij 
Strutynsky, Dr. Truchly and Ihor Wyslotsky. 

Its founders envisioned that the UIMA 
would become Ukraine’s window to the 
world in the area of contemporary artistic 
expression at a time when Soviet censor-
ship forced all individual creativity under-

ground. Until almost 1991, when Ukraine 
declared independence, the UIMA was per-
haps the only Ukrainian museum-gallery in 
the world with a collection of avant-garde 
and contemporary Ukrainian artists. 

The vision also included education as 
the core mission for the future, with a dedi-
cated educational resource center for both 
Ukrainian American children and the com-
munity at large. 

The importance of providing such a 
forum is even more evident today, as school 
curricula in the United States have recently 
shifted heavily toward common-core sub-
jects of reading and math at the expense of 
the arts. Yet learning to create and appreci-
ate visual aesthetics remains as important 
as ever for the development of new genera-
tions.

During the anniversary celebration, the 
board of directors reiterated its commit-
ment to fulfill this vision by announcing 
plans to expand its current gallery space 
and establish a Children’s Art Learning 
Center to serve Ukrainian children and 

(Continued from page 1)

Ukrainian Institute...

Directors of Selfreliance Ukrainian American Federal Credit Union and the 
Selfreliance Foundation (standing, from left): Michael Kos, Victor Wojtychiw, Oleh 

Karawan, Bohdan Watral, (seated) Chrystyna Kozij and Oresta Fedyniak.

Nastasiya Marusyk

UIMA leaders with directors of the Heritage Foundation of First Security Federal 
Savings Bank (from left): Dr. Pavlo Nadzikewycz, Taras Gawryk, Motria Melnyk and 

Pavlo Bandriwsky.

At the UIMA anniversary event (from left) are: Orest Ryvak, Ivan Kavchak, Marta 
Ryvak, Sophia Fedachtchin, C.J. Missar, Mirosia Martin, Adrian Martin and Michael 

Olshansky.
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New exhibit tells the stories of Ukrainian immigrants to Canada
by Marianna Zaparyniuk

TORONTO – In celebration of Canada’s 
150th anniversary of Confederation, the 
Ukrainian Museum of Canada, Ontario 
Branch, has curated a very special exhibit 
that has been in the works for almost three 
years. Opening on April 29, “Trunk Tales: 
Leaving home… finding home” will tell 
some of the many poignant stories of 
Ukrainian immigration to Canada begin-
ning in the late 1800s.

The exhibit revolves around four trunks 
brought by Ukrainians over four major 
periods of immigration. Each trunk has its 
own fascinating history of hardship, loss 
and ultimately great hope and joy found in 
a new home in Canada. 

Also in the exhibit are a fascinating vari-
ety of cherished items that immigrants 
chose to bring with them. Visitors can meet 
some of the immigrants through their pass-
ports, visas and personal letters to and 
from the “Old Country,” and hear their com-
pelling stories in their own voices (or those 
of their relatives) in intimate video taped 
interviews.

The Ukrainian Museum of Canada, 
Ontario Branch, expressed gratitude for the 
support received for this exhibit from the 
Department of Canadian Heritage through 
the Young Canada Works – Building Careers 
in Heritage Internship program and from 
the Ontario Ministry of Citizenship, 
Immigration and International Trade 
through the Ontario Seniors’ Secretariat 
Seniors’ Community Grant program. 

This financial assistance allowed the 
museum to hire Alyssa Lake, who holds a 
master’s degree in museum studies. She 
has been the driving force behind “Trunk 
Tales: Leaving home… finding home.” Her 
research and understanding of the political 
forces in play during the last 150 years in 
Canada and around the world gives the 
exhibit a deep historical perspective. 

Ms. Lake commented: 
“Working on this project has been a true 

adventure. Growing up, I was lucky enough 
to have a Ukrainian ‘baba’ (grandmother). 

While an undergraduate at university, I 
studied a myriad of Eastern European his-
tory and political science courses but noth-
ing would prepare me for the amount I 
have learned while working on ‘Trunk 
Tales: Leaving home… finding home.’

“In addition to learning about the vari-
ous contexts in which Ukrainians left their 
homes and those they entered in Canada, I 
have been enlightened to so many forms of 
Ukrainian material and intangible culture 
that have persisted to today. 

“ ‘Trunk Tales: Leaving home… finding 
home’ features stories from Canada’s 
Ukrainian community and from the muse-
um’s own collection. While doing a bit of 
back research on the donors whose items 
will be featured in the exhibit, I discovered 
a connection that resulted in a beautiful 
reunion between a museum volunteer and 
an artifact. With this particular donor’s 
name in our records, I found an obituary of 
a relative that made reference to someone 
who I recognized as one of the museum’s 

newer volunteers. When I contacted Lesia, 
she informed me the donor was her grand-
father and was surprised to learn that he 
had donated a number of items to the 
museum back in the 1970s. 

“Lesia’s reunion with her grandfather’s 
sheepskin coat, which he took with him 
from Volyn, Ukraine, to Alberta in 1937, 
brought me to tears. The discovery not only 
brought a museum volunteer in contact 
with a piece of her family’s history, it 
brought the details of that family history 
into the museum’s collection. Since this 
reunion, Lesia has provided the museum 
with a detailed family history and has 
loaned a number of photographs, a diction-
ary and even a journal her grandfather kept 
during his immigration and early life in 
Canada for the exhibit. Moments like these 
have made working on ‘Trunk Tales: 
Leaving home… finding home’ a truly spe-
cial and unforgettable experience, and 
every day I wish I could share these stories 
with my baba.”

The exhibit’s wine-and-cheese opening 
reception will be held on Saturday, April 29, 
at 7 p.m. at 620 Spadina Ave., Toronto, 
Ontario M5S 2H4. (The museum is located 
inside St. Vladimir Institute.) The reception 
will feature Dr. Oksana Kuryliw, who will 
screen brief clips from her new documenta-
ry “Chapters & Verses: Action Bill’s Walk 
Through Life” and speak about her experi-
ences researching and making the film. 

 “Chapters & Verses” is a loving tribute to 
a father and an important documentation 
of a Ukrainian immigrant who arrived in 
Canada in 1928 at the age of 18, settled in a 
remote part of northern Ontario, and then 
became a force of influence in the main-
stream social, commercial and political are-
nas of his adopted city as well – all the 
while promoting the traditions and culture 
of his beloved Ukraine.

The Ukrainian Museum of Canada, 
Ontario Branch, cited the continued sup-
port of the SUS Foundation of Canada, 
Shevchenko Foundation, St. Volodymyr 
Fo u n d a t i o n ,  U k ra i n i a n  Wo m e n’ s 
Association, Kniahynia Olha and Sophia 
Rusova branches, and its newest benefactor, 
BCU Foundation, which enables the muse-
um us to share the stories of “Trunk Tales: 
Leaving home… finding home” and many 
others with the Ukrainian community and 
all Canadians. 

An ancillary program of lectures, work-
shops and a gala dinner and show, “Song of 
Leaving,” has been developed in support of 
the exhibit and will take place throughout 
the year. 

Kicking off the lecture series, “Heroes of 
Their Day: Canada’s Ukrainians in War” by 
Prof. Lubomyr Luciuk will be presented in 
the theater at St. Vladimir Institute on 
Wednesday, June 28, at 7 p.m. Dr. Luciuk is a 
professor of political geography at The Royal 
Military College of Canada, in Kingston. 
Ontario. A fellow of the Chair of Ukrainian 
Studies at the University of Toronto, and the 
author, editor or co-editor of 30 publica-
tions, Dr. Luciuk is also a prolific writer, who 
has published almost 300 opinion pieces in 
major Canadian newspapers.

“Trunk Tales: Leaving home… finding 
home” runs until March 31, 2018. Museum 
hours for this exhibit are: Tuesday, 
Wednesday and Friday, 10 a.m.- 5 p.m.; 
Thursday, 10 a.m.-8 p.m.; and Saturday, 11 
a.m.-2 p.m.

For more information about the 
Ukrainian Museum of Canada, Ontario 
Branch, readers may go to the website 
www.umcontario.com and to the museum’s 
Facebook page. To book a school or group 
tour, call 416-923-3318, ext.105.The Canadian Certificate of Naturalization of Andrew Zaparyniuk, 1939.

The central exhibit representing four major 
periods of Ukrainian immigration to Canada.

A luggage tag from the ship Scythia, 1949, from the personal collection of Dr. 
Ihor Gadacz.
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Russia-backed separatists in Ukraine’s 
eastern Luhansk and Donetsk regions. The 
conflict in Ukraine has killed more than 
9,900 people since April 2014. (RFE/RL, 
based on reporting by Interfax and TASS)

Rep. Levin on OSCE monitor’s death

WASHINGTON – Rep. Sander Levin (D- 
Mich.) on April 24 released a statement in 
response to the landmine explosion in east-
ern Ukraine Sunday that killed an American 
observer. “My thoughts are with the family 
of the American observer of the 
Organization for Security and Co-operation 
in Europe, who was killed by a landmine 
explosion in Pryshyb, an area controlled by 
Russia-backed separatists in eastern 
Ukraine on Sunday. This incident under-
scores the need to immediately implement 
the Minsk agreement, including ensuring 
the safety of international observers in 
areas controlled by Russia-backed separat-
ists. I call on Russian authorities to fully 
cooperate with the OSCE in conducting a 
thorough investigation, and in holding the 
perpetrators accountable,” he said. “The 
people of Ukraine have shown time and 
again their will for a free and democratic 
nation. I urge the Trump Administration to 
express unequivocal support for the people 
of Ukraine, and stand shoulder to shoulder 
with them in countering Russian aggression 
in the region.” (Office of Rep. Sander Levin)

Trump endorses peace efforts 

WASHINGTON – U.S. President Donald 
Trump reaffirmed U.S. support for efforts 
led by Germany and France to negotiate a 
resolution to the conflict in eastern 

Ukraine, the White House said on April 24. 
In a phone conversation with German 
Chancellor Angela Merkel, Mr. Trump 
endorsed her efforts along with French 
President Francois Hollande to negotiate 
with their counterparts in Russia and 
Ukraine “a peaceful settlement to the con-
flict in Ukraine on the basis of the Minsk 
agreement.” The Minsk agreement estab-
lished a ceasefire between Ukrainian gov-
ernment forces and Russia-backed separat-
ists in the east and outlined a process for 
attaining peace, but it has never fully been 
followed. Mr. Trump and Ms. Merkel also 
discussed the conflicts in Syria and Yemen, 
and the “urgent security challenge posed 
by North Korea” during their phone con-
versation, the White House said. (RFE/RL)

NATO-Ukraine Commission on reform

OTTAWA – Ukraine’s vice prime minister 
for European and Euro-Atlantic integration, 
Ivanna Klympush-Tsinsadze, visited NATO 
Headquarters, where she met with NATO 
Secretary General Jens Stoltenberg. NATO’s 
press service reported: “In a meeting of the 
NATO-Ukraine Commission, Minister 
Klympush-Tsintsadze briefed Allies on 
Ukraine’s reform efforts and annual imple-
mentation plans. The secretary general 
reaffirmed NATO’s strong support for 
Ukraine and thanked Kyiv for pursuing an 
ambitious reform agenda in the defense 
and security sector. He also expressed his 
condolences to the loved ones of the OSCE 
paramedic killed and those wounded in the 
explosion in eastern Ukraine on Sunday 
(April 23). He said that the incident under-
scored the need for the Minsk agreements 
to be implemented in full. Allied ambassa-
dors reiterated this message, stressing the 
importance of guaranteeing safety and 
freedom of movement for OSCE monitors. 

Allies also encouraged Ukraine to take 
reforms forward to strengthen its defense 
forces and democratic institutions, and 
tackle corruption.” (Ukrainian Canadian 
Congress Daily Briefing)

Russian court sentences Crimean Tatar 

KYIV – A Russian court has sentenced a 
Crimean Tatar man to 12 years in prison, 
drawing swift condemnation from Ukraine 
for what Kyiv called a politically motivated 
ruling. Lawyers for Ruslan Zeytullayev said 
that, in an April 26 verdict, a military court 
in the Russian city of Rostov-on-Don con-
victed their client of establishing a cell of 
the Islamic group Hizb ut-Tahrir in Crimea. 
Hizb ut-Tahrir is banned in Russia, which 
seized control of Crimea from Ukraine in 
2014 and has prosecuted many opponents 
of the takeover – including members of the 
Muslim Crimean Tatar community – on 
what rights groups say are false charges. 
Ukrainian Foreign Affairs Ministry spokes-
woman Maryana Betsa said the ruling was 
politically motivated and urged other coun-
tries to take Moscow to task over Mr. 
Zeytullayev’s trial. “The so-called ruling is 
based on fabricated accusations. We 
demand the release of Zeytullayev,” Ms. 
Betsa said on Twitter. “We will [call on] our 
partners to increase diplomatic pressure 
on the Russian Federation.” The 12-year 
sentence came in a retrial that was 
launched after Russian prosecutors con-
tended that the initial sentence was too 
lenient. In September, the same court had 
convicted Mr. Zeytullayev and three other 
Crimean Tatars of being members of Hizb 
ut-Tahrir and sentenced them to prison 
terms ranging from five to seven years. 
Prosecutors said at the time that Mr. 
Zeytullayev deserved harsher punishment 

for being “a founder” of a Hizb ut-Tahrir 
cell. Russia has been heavily criticized by 
international rights groups and Western 
governments for its treatment of the mem-
bers of the indigenous Turkic-speaking 
Crimean Tatar minority since it took over 
the Black Sea peninsula in March 2014. 
Rights activists say Crimean Tatars have 
been arrested, abducted, and in some cases 
killed in a campaign to punish the group for 
largely opposing the takeover and neutral-
ize it as a potential political and social force. 
(RFE/RL’s Ukrainian Service)

Ukraine cuts electricity supply to LPR

KYIV – Ukraine’s state power company 
says it has cut electricity supplies to the 
parts of the Luhansk region that are con-
trolled by Russia-backed separatists, the 
“Luhansk People’s Republic,” citing debts. 
Vsevolod Kovalchuk, head of the power dis-
tributor Ukrenergo, said on Facebook on 
April 25 that “the power supply to territory 
in the Luhansk region that is temporarily 
not controlled [by the government] was 
completely halted” overnight. Russia react-
ed angrily, claiming that the supply cuts 
were politically motivated and violated a 
peace deal for conflict-torn eastern Ukraine. 
Ukraine also cut gas supplies to separatist-
held parts of the Luhansk region in 2015, 
also citing unpaid debts. Kyiv has accused 
the area of accumulating 2.6 billion hrv 
($97.67 million) in unpaid electricity charg-
es. Ukraine imposed a trade blockade on the 
separatist-held areas in March. (RFE/RL 
with reporting by Reuters and Interfax)

Prominent politician released on bail 

KYIV – A Kyiv court has released on bail 
an influential former lawmaker suspected 

(Continued on page 13)
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The UKRAINIAN MUSEUM in NEW YORK is seeking assistant director.
For further information please visit:

http://www.ukrainianmuseum.org/temp/job_asstdir.pdf

Ukrainian Sport Museum and Hall of Fame 
60 N Je� erson Rd., Whippany, NJ 07981

is open every Saturday and Sunday from 
12 noon to 6 pm. We can also do group showings 
by special appointments by calling 973-919-1322 A successful naval concept would also 

stress developing the Ukrainian Naval 
Forces’ interoperability with the North 
Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO), 
boosting the navy’s influence within the 
General Staff of the Ukrainian Armed 
Forces, as well as increasing transparency 
measures in the defense acquisition pro-
cess – especially for buying ships and naval 
equipment/weapons. All of these measures 
will require the Ukrainian political-military 
authorities to adequately support the 

state’s industrial capacities; it will also 
depend on assistance from Ukraine’s for-
eign partners, first of all the United States 
(see EDM, March 9).

The growing threat of Russian capabili-
ties in the Black Sea affect not only Ukraine, 
but all littoral countries in the region. From 
this perspective, the U.S. and other NATO 
members’ naval efforts could play an 
important role in providing adequate 
deterrence in the Black Sea.

The article above is reprinted from 
Eurasia Daily Monitor with permission from 
its publisher, the Jamestown Foundation, 
www.jamestown.org.

(Continued from page 2)

Russian land-air-sea...

the [monitoring] mission to continue,” Sen. 
Wicker  (R-Miss.) said.

 “[The monitors] play an essential role in 
the understanding of the situation on the 
ground, often under extremely difficult cir-
cumstances… the tragic death of American 
Joseph Stone underscores the need for the 
OSCE monitors to have unfettered access 
across the frontlines and across the border 
regions controlled by the separatists,” he 
continued.

“I commend the Austrian foreign minis-
ter, who serves as OSCE chair-in-office, for 
calling attention to this tragedy and calling 
for an immediate investigation into these 
events. Those who are responsible … 
should be held accountable. Joseph Stone 
died serving his country by serving as a 
part of this international effort, and I 
extend my condolences this evening to his 
family and friends. I once again call on 
Russian leadership to put an end to the 
cycle of violence and to live up to its OSCE 
commitments,” Sen. Wicker concluded.

The SMM was established in 2014 to 
monitor implementation of the Minsk 

agreements designed to bring peace to 
eastern Ukraine. The SMM operates under 
a mandate adopted by consensus among 
the 57 OSCE participating states, including 
the United States, Russia and Ukraine. 

Currently fielding roughly 700 monitors, 
nearly 600 of whom are in the Donetsk and 
Luhansk regions, the SMM is an unarmed, 
civilian mission that serves as the interna-
tional community’s eyes and ears in the 
conflict zone. It is the only independent 
monitoring mission in the war zone. The 
United States supports the SMM and its 
monitors by providing roughly 75 person-
nel and other resources to the mission.

*  *  *
The Commission on Security and 

Cooperation in Europe, also known as the 
U.S. Helsinki Commission, is an indepen-
dent agency of the federal government 
charged with monitoring compliance with 
the Helsinki Accords and advancing com-
prehensive security through promotion of 
human rights, democracy, and economic, 
environmental and military cooperation in 
57 countries. The commission consists of 
nine members from the U.S. Senate, nine 
from the House of Representatives, and one 
member each from the Departments of 
State, Defense and Commerce.

(Continued from page 3)

Helsinki...
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of embezzlement. The April 22 ruling fol-
lows the detention two days earlier of 
Mykola Martynenko, an ally of former Prime 
Minister Arseniy Yatsenyuk, after the 
National  Anti-Corruption Bureau 
announced it was preparing to file charges 
against him. Investigators had sought a 
court order to place Mr. Martynenko, a for-
mer chairman of the Ukrainian Parliament’s 
Fuel and Energy Committee, in pretrial cus-
tody. But the district court judge hearing the 
matter ruled in favor of Mr. Martynenko’s 
release on bail. The court said senior offi-
cials and several members of the Verkhovna 
Rada had pledged to ensure that Mr. 
Martynenko would comply with his obliga-
tions as a suspect in the case. The court also 
ordered Mr. Martynenko to remain in Kyiv. 
Mr. Martynenko is the second prominent 
political figure to have been detained in less 
than three months in Ukraine, whose gov-
ernment has faced pressure from its own 
citizens, Western governments, and the 
International Monetary Fund to crack down 
on corruption. (RFE/RL’s Ukrainian Service, 
with reporting by AP)

Central Europe raises military spending

STOCKHOLM – Countries in Central 
Europe showed the largest relative increas-
es in military spending in 2016, at least 
partially as a result of the perceived 
increased threat from Russia, a new study 
says. “The growth in spending by many 
countries in Central Europe can be partly 
attributed to the perception of Russia pos-
ing a greater threat,” the Stockholm 
International Peace Research Institute 
(SIPRI) said in a report released on April 
23. The study said spending in Central 
Europe increased 2.6 percent, the largest 
amount relative to population. Russia 
increased military expenditures by 5.9 per-
cent last year to $69.2 billion, making it the 
third-largest spender after the United 
States and China. Russia’s military spend-
ing in 2016 was 27 percent of the com-
bined total of European NATO members, 
SIPRI said. The United States increased mil-
itary spending by 1.7 percent to $611 bil-
lion, while China hiked outlays 5.4 percent 
to $215 billion. Saudi Arabia’s military 
spending declined sharply. In 2015, it was 

the third-largest spender, but it fell to 
fourth for 2016 after expenditures declined 
30 percent to $63.7 billion as oil prices 
declined and the country underwent an 
austerity program. (RFE/RL)

Linkevicius: NATO shows commitment 

PRAGUE – Lithuanian Foreign Affairs 
Minister Linas Linkevicius says the recent 
NATO deployments to the Baltic region and 
elsewhere in Eastern Europe are a sign that 
the Western alliance “will do anything” to 
defend the security of member nations. In 
an interview on April 20 with Current Time 
TV, Mr. Linkevicius also said Vilnius desires 
“normal” relations with Russia but that they 
should be based on “principles and values.” 
Mr. Linkevicius spoke to the Russian-
language network, run by RFE/RL in coop-
eration with VOA, as the 28-member alli-
ance is bolstering its presence in the region 
to reassure member nations in the face of a 
renewed aggressive foreign policy by neigh-
boring Russia. Particularly worrisome is 
Moscow’s illegal annexation of Ukraine’s 
Crimea region and its continued support for 
separatists in eastern Ukraine. Russia has 
also been accused of interfering in the 
affairs of countries looking to move closer 
to the NATO alliance. NATO has deployed 
four battalions to Poland and the Baltic 
states of Lithuania, Latvia, and Estonia, led 
by U.S., German, Canadian and British 
troops and each with about 800 troops. Mr. 
Linkevicius told Current Time TV that the 
level of threat from Russia against the Baltic 
states – all NATO members and all former 
Soviet republics – remains high. “The situa-
tion has not really improved since [last 
year],” he said. Mr. Linkevicius denied the 
NATO deployments should be seen by 
Moscow as a threat, given their small size 
compared with the level of Russia’s forces 
in the region. “If we compare figures, there 
are 300,000 servicemen in the Western 
Military District of the Russian Federation, 
plus the three more divisions whose 
deployment has been announced just 
recently,” he said. But Mr. Linkevicius said 
the NATO presence should be seen as a sign 
of its commitment to the region’s security. 
“The main thing is that we are not talking 
here about competition or escalation,” he 
said. “What we are doing is meant to leave 
no doubts for anyone that the NATO alli-
ance will do everything necessary to guar-
antee the security of its territories and pop-

ulation.” Speaking of the hybrid war of 
unconventional methods, including disin-
formation and fake news, he said, “This war 
already is taking place – a cyberwar, an 
information war. In general, the under-
standing of security has been expanded.” He 
added, “Once, there were times when 
before a real fight, an artillery barrage took 
place... This is no longer needed. It may be 
sufficient to use brainwashing to create the 
staging ground for [military] action. I am 
deeply convinced that this is what hap-
pened in Crimea,” Mr. Linkevicius said. 
(RFE/RL, with reporting by AP and AFP)

Ukrainian airborne unit begins training

OTTAWA – U.S. Army Europe reported 
on April 25 that this week, Joint 
Multinational Training Group-Ukraine wel-
comed the 1st Airborne Battalion, 79th Air 
Assault Brigade to the Combat Training 

Center near Yavoriv, Ukraine. The story 
noted: “The airborne battalion earned the 
moniker ‘cyborgs’ for their relentless 
defense of the Donetsk Airport in 2014.” It 
went on to report that, “Over the next 55 
days, the cyborgs will test their mettle com-
pleting a training program led by Ukrainian 
CTC trainers and U.S. mentors from the 
45th Infantry Brigade Combat Team. The 
45th IBCT is also working alongside part-
ners from Canada, the U.K., Poland, 
Lithuania and Denmark whose missions 
complement that of JMTG-U.” U.S. Army 
Europe quoted Col. David Jordan, com-
mander of the JMTG-U and the 45th IBCT, 
as saying: “Our exchange of experiences 
and techniques will ultimately make all of 
our armies stronger. That will ultimately 
make our nations stronger, and our world 
safer and more peaceful.” (Ukrainian 
Canadian Congress Daily Briefing)

(Continued from page 12)
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Політичний в’язень польської та большевицької тюрем. 
Провідний член ОУН, член повітової Екзекутиви Радехівщини, 

член Теренового проводу на Австрію, опісля на Америку, 
як також член головної  Контролі ОУН. 

Похоронні відправи відбулися 8 квітня 2017 року в церкві 
св. Миколая у Філядельфії, а відтак на цвинтарі св. Марії 
на Факс-Чейсі, де спочиває біля покійної дружини Оленки.

В глибокому смутку залишилися:
дочка    - Дануся з чоловіком др. Василем Васильківським
син    - Всеволод Петро з дружиною Мартою
внучка     - Ляриса Васильківська
приятелі  - Надя Бігун з родиною
родина Матлів в США і Канаді
ближча і дальша родина в Україні

Вічна йому пам’ять!
Пожертви в пам’ять Покійного можна складати на

United Ukrainian American Relief Committee, Inc. (UUARC) –
ADOPT A WOUNDED UKRAINIAN SOLDIER 

or FUNDRAISING CAMPAIGN FOR THE HUMANITARIAN NEEDS 
OF THE UKRAINIAN ARMY AND THEIR FAMILIES

www.uuarc.org

Ділимося сумною вісткою, що в суботу, 
1 квітня 2017 року, проживши 101 років, 

відійшов у вічність  

cв. п.

Богдан Казанівський
народжений 3 лютого 1916 року

 в с. Нивицях, повіт Радехів. 

народжена 22 червня 1923 року в Олеську, Західня Україна

Похоронні відправи відбулися в понеділок, 10 квітня 2017 року, 
в Катедрі св. Йосафата в Пармі, Огайо і поховано на цвинтарі 
св. Андрія в Пармі, Огайо.

Залишилися в глибокому смутку:
доні  - Адріяна Миронович з чоловіком Романом
  - Марта Лялюк з чоловіком д-ром Михайлом
  - Рома Головата з чоловіком Михайлом 
внуки  - Андрій, Левко і Меланя Миронович
  - Діяна, Адріян і Олександер Лялюк
  - Данило, Денис і Филип Головаті
братова  - Оксана Оришкевич в Чикаґо
ближча і дальша родина в Америці, Канаді й Україні.

Вічна Їй пам’ять!

Ділимося сумною вісткою, що 6 квітня 2017 року 
на 93-му році життя відійшла у вічність 
наша найдорожча МАМА, БАБЦЯ і ТЕТА

св. п
Сузанна Телішевська

з дому Оришкевич

you and state that today we have an 
Embassy. I am convinced that Oleh Bilorus 
will discharge his duties in a dignified man-
ner. Very soon we will welcome the ambas-
sador of the United States to Ukraine, 
Roman Popadiuk.”

President Kravchuk acknowledged the 
assistance of President George Bush, and 
Secretary Baker, which led to the opening 
of the Embassy. He also cited “the great 
assistance rendered to Ukraine, a young 
state, by U.S. citizens of Ukrainian descent.”

“The Ukrainian community did much to 
ensure that this Embassy would be opened 
today. I want to sincerely thank you, dear 
brothers and sisters, for this help,” he 
noted. “…Ukraine, a young state, is being 
built on the principles of peace, democracy 
and civilization, and on the basis of respect 
for all nationalities and religions. However, 
we still have to travel the path on which the 
United States has already traveled… I am 
confident that our ambassador in the 
United States and the U.S. ambassador in 
Kyiv will do all to ensure that our relation-
ship will be that characteristic of indepen-
dent states.” 

Secretary Baker, in his greeting, stated: 

“…I want to say that it is a very great honor 
for me to be here with you today as you cut 
the ribbon, opening an embassy for an 
independent and democratic Ukraine… 
Change has been so swift and so vast that it 
sometimes left us breathless. Nowhere has 
this been more true than in Ukraine. Your 
achievements over the last year have been 
nothing less than remarkable. Ukraine has 
fulfilled its ancient destiny and it has been 
reborn as a nation… I trust that my inter-
preter will be able to translate [a traditional 
Ukrainian toast] from Texan back to 
Ukrainian: President and Mrs. Kravchuk: 
Good fortune, health and many years.”

 Following the singing of “Mnohaya Lita,” 
the Embassy offices were blessed by 
Bishop Walter Paska, auxiliary bishop of 
the Ukrainian Catholic Church, and the Very 
Rev. William Diakiw of the Ukrainian 
Orthodox Church. 

Ambassador Bilorus, in his greeting, said 
he was honored to be at the opening of the 
Embassy of Ukraine on American soil and 
was ready to get to work. He welcomed 
guests to the Embassy and invited President 
Kravchuk and Secretary Baker to be the first 
to sign the Embassy’s guest book.

Source: “Ukraine opens Embassy in U.S., 
beginning new phase in relations,” by Roma 
Hadzewycz, The Ukrainian Weekly, May 10, 
1992.

(Continued from page 6)
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“Vyshyvka” exhibit featured  at public library in Sarasota
by Petrusia Sawchak

SARASOTA, Fla. – Art can be found in 
many places. It inspires us and connects us 
to our inner self. It is found not only in 
museums but also on our clothing, in our 
homes and libraries. It is original and cre-
ative. One such example is hand-stitched 
beautiful Ukrainian embroidery, also called 
“Vyshyvka,” which was featured at the Selby 
Public Library, the main library in Sarasota 
County, located in downtown Sarasota in 
sunny Florida, from April 7 to 28. 

The exhibit “Ukrainian Embroidery: An 
Ancient and Traditional Art Form” show-
cased 20 exquisite needlework embroider-
ies, each one uniquely representative of a 
region in Ukraine. Some of the regions pre-
sented were Poltava, Kyiv and Chernihiv in 
the eastern part; Volyn and Polissia in the 
n o r t h w e s t ;  a n d  B u k o v y n a  a n d 
Hutsulschyna in the west. The embroider-
ies were framed and arranged according to 
region with information about the symbol-
ism and needlework techniques included 

for each creation used. 
The handbook presented at the exhibit 

described how the vyshyvka, the ancient 
art dating back from the first century, used 
symbolic motifs such as the sun, earth, uni-
verse and family to depict fertility, good 
harvest and other life events. It was used 
primarily to adorn clothing, but later 
evolved to be used as decorations for the 
home and became a symbolic element in 
traditional ceremonies – weddings, bap-
tisms, funerals and religious observances. It 
continues to be used by artisans of folk arts 
and now by designers of haute couture in 
present-day Ukraine, and is displayed 
world-wide in fashion magazines. 

The vyshyvka exhibit was sponsored by 
the Ukrainian American Club of Southwest 
Florida, whose mission is to promote and 
promulgate the beauty of Ukrainian culture 
for its members and the general public. As 
part of its outreach program, the club orga-
nizes and sponsors events about Ukrainian 
traditions.

During the opening reception for the exhibit held on April 7, vyshyvka exhibit 
chair Katia Steciuk explained, “Every stitch 
technique, color, shape, design composition 
and motif of an individual embroidery is 
rooted in the history, geography, nature, cli-
mate and uniqueness of the people of a 
specific region dating back to pre-Christian 
times.”

She also thanked all the women and 
families who donated their embroideries to 
the Ukrainian American Club of Southwest 
Florida for this exhibit adding, “It is the 
unique and varied needlework throughout 
Ukraine, that together forms the rich tapes-
try that elevates Ukrainian embroideries to 
an art form. It is our national treasure.”

Daria Tomashosky, president of the 
Ukrainian American Club of Southwest 
Florida, extended her warm wishes to all 
for attending this auspicious occasion. She 
thanked Dr. Steciuk for her extensive 
research, writing and planning of this 
event. Both she and Dr. Steciuk also 
acknowledged and lauded the work of 

Klara Szpiczka, project chair, for her exper-
tise in the art of vyshyvky and preparation 
of the embroideries for this project. A tele-
vision interview about the exhibit featuring 
Dr. Steciuk and Mrs. Tomashosky, held in 
Mrs. Szpiczka’s home, was aired on ABC 
Channel 7 News. SNN (Sarasota News 
Network) also featured information about 
the exhibit, along with samples of the 
vyshyvky, on its news broadcast.

Also thanked were the committee mem-
bers for this exhibit: Nadia Belej, Leida 
Boyko, Halyna Lisnyczyj, Victor Lisnyczyj, 
Anna Macielinski, Terry Maliczyszyn, Lesia 
Popel and Petrusia Sawchak.

During the reception, delicious hors 
d’oeuvres were served, and embroidery 
techniques were demonstrated by Halyna 
Lisnyczyj in the library rotunda. Musical 
interludes were provided by Roma Long on 
bandura, Roman Semenowycz – mandolin 
and Vlad Szpiczka – accordion. After the 
program, guests continued their spirit of 
levity with a sing-along with the musicians.

 COMMUNITY CHRONICLE

by Ulana Baluch Mazurkevich

JENKINTOWN, Pa. – Rep. Brendan Boyle, 
a Democrat who represents Pennsylvania’s 
13th Congressional District, held a round-
table meeting with Ukrainian leaders on 
March 18 at the Ukrainian Educational and 
Cultural Center in Jenkintown, Pa. 
Congressman Boyle is a member of the 
House Foreign Affairs Committee and the 
Congressional Ukrainian Caucus.

Congressman Boyle updated attendees 
on current legislation as related to develop-
ments in Ukraine. He also spoke about the 
ongoing impact of Russian interference in 
U.S. domestic politics. 

The congressman also spoke about the 
deteriorating humanitarian situation in 
eastern Ukraine and spoke about the need 
to fund humanitarian aid. He cited a letter 
signed by 16 members of Congress that 
called for an increase in humanitarian 
funding for Ukraine in the current foreign 
aid budget for 2018.

Additionally, Rep. Boyle discussed other 
bills introduced in the House of 
Representatives underscoring non-recogni-
tion of the annexation of Crimea and calling 
for an end to the violence in eastern Ukraine. 

He also spoke about the recent bill he 

and Rep. Brian Fitzpatrick (R-Pa.) had 
introduced, the Ukraine Cybersecurity 
Cooperation Act, to encourage cooperation 
between the United States and Ukraine on 
matters of cybersecurity The bill also 
requires the State Department to report to 
Congress on best practices to protect 
against cyberattacks. 

Philadelphia-area Ukrainian leaders hold
roundtable meeting with Rep. Brendan Boyle

Rep. Brendan Boyle (D-Pa.).

Vyshyvka exhibit committee members (from left): Terry Maliczyszyn, Petrusia 
Sawchak, Anna Macielinski, Daria Tomashosky, Katia Steciuk, Halyna Lisnyczyj, 

Lieda Boyko and Nadia Belej. 

Victor Lisnyczyj

The 10-by-3-foot banner at the outside entrance of Selby Public Library that was 
designed by the library for the exhibit of Ukrainian embroidery.
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Prometheus Ukrainian Male Chorus holds biennial meeting
by Andrew Leskiw

JENKINTOWN, Pa. – At its biennial gener-
al meeting held on April 3 at the Ukrainian 
Educational and Cultural Center in 
Jenkintown, Pa., members of the Prometheus 
Ukrainian Male Chorus of Philadelphia gath-
ered to review its work over the past two 
years as well as discuss potential concerts 
for its 55th year and beyond.

With 30 members present , the 
Prometheus membership recapped various 
performances, among them a joint concert 
series with the Dumka Chorus of New York 
City; a performance at the Holodomor 
Memorial’s opening, including the accompa-
nying exhibit and benefit reception, in 
Washington; a Taras Shevchenko concert in 
Chicago; as well as several festivals, wed-
dings, divine liturgies, and Christmas con-
certs.

Following reports from the previous 
board members and a review of the chorus 
by-laws, the membership elected Stephen 
Dubenko as president, succeeding Peter 
Hewka who served as president the past 
four years. The other newly elected mem-
bers of the executive board include: Paul 
Halas, vice-president; Stephen Nowicki, 
Music Committee chairman; Andrew 
Leskiw, Public Relations Committee chair-
man; Peter Hewka, secretary; Walter 
Kononenko, financial secretary; Eugene 
Markiw, treasurer; and Members-at-Large 
Dorian Kernytsky, Joseph Kuzla, Serhij 
Okhrimtchouk and Yuriy Redtschitz. Also 
elected was the chorus, next Auditing 
Committee, which comprises Dan Nysch 

(head), Bohdan Mizak and Nicholas 
Zwarych.

At the conclusion of the meeting, Artistic 
Director Roman Kucharskyy thanked all the 
members, as well as accompanist Irene 
Pelech Zwarych, for their dedication. He 
stated that as conductor he is looking for-

ward to continuing to lead the ensemble 
and recruiting additional members who 
share the same appreciation of Ukrainian 
music and culture.

For more information about the 
Prometheus Ukrainian Male Chorus, 
including upcoming performances, readers 

may visit www.prometheuschorus.com and 
“like” the chorus on Facebook at www.face-
book.com/PrometheusPhiladelphia. For 
more information on booking Prometheus 
for a festival, divine liturgy, wedding or 
other special occasion, e-mail contact@pro-
metheuschorus.com or call 267-314-SONG.

 COMMUNITY CHRONICLE

The new leadership of the Prometheus Ukrainian Male Chorus.
Tom Maksymiuk
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helps farmers to make better farming man-
agement decisions based on the collection 
of real-time data retrieved from observing, 
measuring and responding to interfield 
and intrafield variability in crops. Mr. 
Sevryukov points out that “…the company 
offers a subscription service for farmers 
which includes a high quality digital multi-
spectral camera and a drone to collect crop 
and field data. The data is then processed 
through a cloud-based, online service. It 
utilizes the Microsoft Azure cloud comput-
ing platform and services…” When the ser-
vice is fully commercial, the annual sub-
scription will probably cost about $10 per 
hectare. 

While the company originally developed 
several pilot test projects in Ukraine, it is 
now looking to Western markets for growth. 
Only a very small percentage of tractors in 
Ukraine can be used to implement smart 
agriculture since most of the equipment is 
old. And, Ukrainian farmers don’t own their 
land so they can’t go to a bank to take out a 
loan to upgrade their equipment.

Mr. Sevryukov now plans to actively 
investigate the U.S. market of farms in the 
200-5,000 hectare size (494-12,355 acres). 
States like Texas and Ohio are on his target 
list. 

The company also has a pilot project in 
Peru and is considering taking a look at the 
market in New Zealand. Even though Mr. 
Sevryukov is convinced that Western mar-
kets will power the growth of Agrieye, he 
very much considers his start-up a 
Ukrainian company and its headquarters 
will remain in Odesa. He intends to contin-
ue to play a critical role in the Odesa tech-
nology start-up scene. It is his sincere hope 
that in the future as conditions and equip-
ment technology evolve in the local agricul-
ture industry, Ukraine will be an important 
part of his business. A January 2017 inter-
view with Mr. Sevryukov can be found here 
https://soundcloud.com/ukrainetech/
agrieyeinterview013017. 

Jooble: an online jobs aggregator

It’s eye-opening to see the range of 
products and services developed by tech-
nology start-ups in Ukraine. Jooble 
(https://jooble.org/), an early start-up on 
the local technology scene, was started to 

(Continued from page 9)

Ukrainian technology... assist online job boards and corporate 
career sites with additional candidate traf-
fic for their employment postings. It was 
launched in 2007 by co-founders Roman 
Prokofyev and Eugene Sobakaryov. The 
service now operates in 64 countries 
worldwide with 160 million job candidates 
and a monthly audience of 30 million visi-
tors. Its headquarters are located in Kyiv. 
The company has 120 employees half of 
whom are programmers with the remain-
der being country managers and other 
technology staff. 

Sergey Litvinov, director of strategic 
sales development and growth at Jooble, 
describes how the service works. “The ser-
vice runs on a business model similar to 
Google Ad Words. Online job boards and 
company career sites vie for candidate traf-
fic through a real-time bidding system on a 
pay-per-click basis. Costs per candidate 
click range from $.01 in low-demand coun-
tries and as much as $1.50 in locations like 
the U.S. and the U.K.”

Job candidates can sign up for search 
alerts that bring jobs of interest directly to 

their email inbox. They can use Linkedin, 
Facebook, etc. to register with Jooble and 
put their personal profile online for compa-
nies searching for job candidates, but it’s 
not required. 

If a person finds a job in which they are 
interested, they can click on it and apply 
directly on the posting company’s career 
site.

Within the world of online recruitment, 
there are other services like Jooble that 
aggregate jobs. The largest and best known 
of these is Indeed, which is owned by 
Recruit Co. Ltd of Japan. These services are 
used by online job boards and corporate 
career sites to secure more candidates for 
their employment postings. Mr. Litvinov 
says he has great respect for other industry 
players like Indeed and believes there is 
plenty of room for everyone to grow their 
own business. He emphasizes that Jooble 
intends to continue doing what it does best 
and believes that his company will continue 
to be successful in the online recruitment 
space for many years to come. A February 
2017 interview with Mr. Litvinov can be 

found here https://soundcloud.com/
ukrainetech/joobleinterview020217.

Ukraine technology start-ups  
can continue to grow

As long as universities in Ukraine pro-
duce highly competent engineers and soft-
ware programmers, technology start-ups 
there can develop and increase in numbers. 
In order to flourish in a very competitive 
global economic climate, they will need to 
secure outside venture capital and guid-
ance and need to look beyond their own 
national borders to grow their business. In 
the U.S., groups like Razom IT (https://
razomforukraine.org/initiatives/razom-
it/), a New York-based group that is helping 
Ukrainian tech start-ups to gain greater 
exposure locally, are working hard to facili-
tate innovative networking for new entre-
preneurs. In the long run, the evolution 
from a raw materials economy in Ukraine 
to one driven by technology products and 
services can put the country firmly on the 
road to economic self-sufficiency for future 
generations to come. 
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Through  Exhibit, “Trunk Tales: Leaving home… finding home,” 
March 31, 2018 Ukrainian Museum of Canada, 416-923-3318, ext. 105
Toronto

May 2 Seminar with Sait Ockali, “Ottaman Perception of the 
Cambridge, MA Ukrainian Cossack Uprising Against the Polish-Lithuanian
 Commonwealth (1648-1657),” Harvard University, 
 taskomur@fas.harvard.edu

May 4-7 National Congress, Ukrainian Canadian Students’ Union, 
Ottawa http://congress.susk.ca

May 5 Exhibit, “Olga and Ivan Karakul, Tetiana and Mykhaylo 
Chicago Vytiahloskyi: Oil Paintings, Watercolors, Textiles and 
 Handwoven Art Pieces,” Ukrainian National Museum, 
 www.ukrainiannationamuseum.org or 312-421-8020

May 5 Fund-raiser concert, featuring singer Anychka from 
Hartford, CT Lviv, Ukrainian National Home, www.ucca.org

May 5-7 Holodomor Education Conference, “Education – 
Winnipeg, MB Awareness – Action,” Holodomor Research and 
 Education Consortium, Canadian Museum for Human 
 Rights, 416-923-4732 or hrec@ualberta.ca 

May 6 Workshop, “Rediscovering Your Family Stories,” Nashi
Carnegie, PA Predky Family History Group, Ukrainian American 
 Citizens’ Club, www.nashipredky.org/workshop

May 6 Cinco de Mayo, Soyuzivka Heritage Center, 
Kerhonkson, NY 845-626-5641 or soyuzivka.events@gmail.com

May 6 Film screening, “Recovery Room” by Adriana Luhovy,
Halifax, NS Mount St. Vincent University, mmlinc@hotmail.com 
 or 514-482-5871

May 6 Film screening, “Music of Survival: The Story of the
Middletown, NJ  Ukrainian Bandurist Chorus,” Ukrainian National Women’s
 League of America, Middletown Arts Center Theater,
 UNWLA98@gmail.com

May 6 Information session with Mark Howansky, Organization 
Carnegie, PA for the Defense of Lemkivshchyna, Ukrainian American 
 Citizens Club, president@lemko-ool.com

May 6 Lecture by Iryna Drobit, “Ukrainianization of Foreign
New York Goods and Services: Linguistic and Cultural Aspects,”
 Shevchenko Scientific Society, 212-254-5130

May 7 Film screening, “Recovery Room” by Adriana Luhovy,
Sydney, NS Holy Ghost Ukrainian Catholic Church hall, 
 mmlinc@hotmail.com or 514-481-5871

May 12 Art exhibit, “Max Vityk: The Warriors of Light/ 
through June 1 Outcrops,” Ukrainian Institute of America, 
New York www.ukrainianinstitute.org

May 19-21 St. George Ukrainian Festival, Seventh Street (between 
New York Second and Third avenues), St. George Ukrainian Catholic
 Church, www.facebook.com/stgeorgeukrainianfestivalnyc

May 21 Concert with violinist Oleh Krysa, The Washington Group
Alexandria, VA Cultural Fund, The Lyceum, twgculturalfund@gmail.com

May 21 50th anniversary luncheon, featuring keynote speaker 
Cleveland Myroslava Gongadze, Ukrainian National Women’s League
 of America – Branch 12, St. Andrew Ukrainian Catholic
 Church Hall, 440-237-2598 or nadiawd@outlook.com

May 26 Album release party by Ukrainia, “Shadow Era,” House 
Ottawa of Targ, www.ukrainia.org 

May 26 Dance, “Evening in the Carpathians,” with music by Zapovid,
Toronto Help Us Help the Children, Trident Banquet Hall,
 416-604-4611

May 26 Film screening, “Mustafa (2016),” Ukrainian Institute of 
New York America, www.ukrainianinstitute.org or 212-288-8660 

May 26-27 Celebration of Canada at 150, Embassy of Ukraine,
Ottawa Lansdowne, Horticulture Building, emb_ca@mfa.gov.ua
 or 613-230-2961 ext. 100

Entries in “Out and About” are listed free of charge. Priority is given to events 
advertised in The Ukrainian Weekly. However, we also welcome submissions 
from all our readers. Items will be published at the discretion of the editors 
and as space allows. Please send e-mail to mdubas@ukrweekly.com.

OSCE special monitoring mission chief 
monitor Ertugrul Apakan said that, “in 
spite of this tragedy, we remain committed 
to fulfilling our mandate and contributing 
to bring peace… my thoughts and condo-
lences are with the loved ones of the team 
member who lost his life and a speedy 
recovery to the injured.”

The OSCE has constantly been harassed 
and received what it calls “life threats” 
while fulfilling its mission. Since January 
15, 2015, the group has faced 183 such 
threats that included patrols being shot at, 
nearby shelling, severe physical and verbal 
threats as well as damage to assets like 
unmanned aerial vehicles (drones).

Landmines in particular have posed a 
danger to civilians living in the eastern 
Ukrainian war zone. At least 250 people 
have been killed and 470 injured by explo-
sive remnants since mid-2014, according to 
the International Committee of the Red 
Cross. And there have been more than 50 
monthly casualties from mines and impro-
vised devices since December 2015, 
according to HALO Trust, an international 
charity that specializes in removing land 
mines which is based in the United 
Kingdom and is also a registered non-profit 
in the U.S. 

Paramedic hailed from Tucson

The 36-year-old American medic’s body 
was flown to the U.S. 

This was the first time the Tucson, Ariz., 
resident was working in an active war zone, 
his brother Matthew, 34, told Tucson.com. 
He had also worked with aid groups in 

Afghanistan and Liberia. 
Born in Milwaukee, Joseph Stone gradu-

ated from Pima Community College before 
embarking on a nine-year career as a para-
medic. 

“The world really did lose something spe-
cial on April 23,” Matthew Stone told Tucson.
com. “He always downplayed the danger of it 
[working in Ukraine], but it was there.” 

In a separate interview with CNN, 
Matthew Stone described his brother as a 
“secular activist” and a “humanist” who had 
a great passion for thinkers in the secular-
ist and atheist traditions.

Joseph Stone is survived by his 13-year-
old son, a longtime girlfriend, two brothers 
and his mother.

The death of the OSCE monitoring mis-
sion member was a reminder that people 
are dying on a daily basis in war-torn 
Donbas. At least 75 Ukrainian soldiers have 
been killed and 420 wounded so far this 
year. Overnight on April 25, three govern-
ment  troops  died f ight ing  near 
Novooleksandrivka, and four were wound-
ed. Separately, Ukrainian military analyst 
Dmytro Tymchuk reported on Facebook 
that a Russian sniper from Ulyanovsk was 
killed near Bakhmut (formerly Artemivsk) 
in Donetsk Oblast. 

As of April 25, the OSCE resumed patrol-
ling the occupied parts of Luhansk Oblast, 
the deputy head of the OSCE SMM regional 
office, Arne Dalhaug, announced in a brief-
ing.

“The patrol of the Luhansk team yester-
day was mainly canceled in connection 
with the tragic incident. We resume patrol-
ling today,” he said, specifying that it was 
being carried out with certain restrictions.

The monitoring mission in Ukraine has 
over 650 monitors from 44 OSCE partici-

(Continued from page 1)

American paramedic...

PHILADELPHIA, PA DISTRICT COMMITTEE OF UNA BRANCHES
announces that its

ANNUAL DISTRICT COMMITTEE MEETING
will be held on

Saturday, May 13, 2017, at 12:00 noon
at Lorimer Park (picnic area)

183 Moredon Rd., Abington, PA 19006
Obligated to attend the annual meeting as voting members are District 
Committee O�  cers, Convention Delegates and two delegates from the 

following Branches:

10, 83,116,153,162,163,173, 216, 231, 245, 247, 347 362, 397

All UNA members are welcome as guests at the meeting 

Meeting will be attended by :
Yuriy Symczyk - UNA National Secretary 

Roma Lisovich - UNA Treasurer 
Lubov Streletsky - UNA Advisor

DISTRICT COMMITTEE
Lubov Streletsky, District Chairperson

Ulana Prociuk, Secretary

pating states as of April 19. Almost 600 are 
based in eastern Ukraine. About 6 percent, 
or 38, of the monitors are Russian. 

When asked if Russia, as a party to the 
conflict, compromises OSCE’s mandate and 
mission in Ukraine, the security watchdog’s 
press service said: “Regardless of nationali-
ties, we have a number of mechanisms in 
place to ensure the impartiality of the infor-
mation we provide… Before anything is 
included in a report, all patrol members 

must agree on the information.”
The OSCE added that each monitor signs 

a “code of conduct” and that “any credible 
allegation of violation of the code, based on 
objectively verifiable evidence, is treated 
with considerable seriousness. When any 
of us violates it, corrective action must be 
and is taken.”

The group’s mandate was extended for 
one year on April 1 with a budget of 105.5 
million euros. 



No. 18THE UKRAINIAN WEEKLY      SUNDAY, APRIL 30, 201720

Visit our archive online: www.ukrweekly.com

PREVIEW OF EVENTS
Saturday, May 6

NEW YORK: The Shevchenko Scientific 
Society invites al l  to a  lecture, 
“Ukrainization of Foreign Goods and 
Services: Linguistic and Cultural Aspects,” 
by Dr. Iryna Drobit, (Lviv State University 
of Life Safety). Dr. Drobit is associate pro-
fessor and deputy head of the Department 
of Foreign Languages and Technical 
Translation; she is currently a Fulbright 
scholar at the University of Maryland. The 
lecture will take place at the society’s 
building, 63 Fourth Ave. (between Ninth 
and 10th streets) at 5 p.m. For additional 

information call 212-254-5130.

MIDDLETOWN, N.J.: Don’t miss the film 
“Music of Survival” at 2 p.m. at the 
Middletown Arts Center Theater, 36 
Church St., Middletown NJ 07748. This is a 
story of incredible courage and true grit – 
a vivid chronicle that celebrates the human 
spirit. Also on the program: a live bandura 
performance by Oksana Telepko. The 
event is sponsored by Ukrainian National 
Women’s League of America Branch 98. 
For information e-mail UNWLA98@gmail.
com.

PREVIEW OF EVENTS GUIDELINES
Preview of Events is a listing of Ukrainian community events open to the public. It is a 
service provided at minimal cost ($20 per listing) by The Ukrainian Weekly to the 
Ukrainian community. 

To have an event listed in Preview of Events please send information, in English, written 
in Preview format, i.e., in a brief paragraph that includes the date, place, type of event, 
sponsor, admission, full names of persons and/or organizations involved, and a phone 
number and/or e-mail address to be published for readers who may require additional 
information. Items must be no more than 100 words long. 

Preview items must be received no later than one week before the desired date of 
publication (i.e., they must be received by 9 am Monday morning). Please include pay-
ment for each time the item is to appear and indicate date(s) of issue(s) in which the 
item is to be published. Also, senders are asked to include the phone number of a per-
son who may be contacted by The Weekly during daytime hours, as well as their com-
plete mailing address. 

Information should be sent to preview@ukrweekly.com. When e-mailing, please do 
not send items as attachments – simply type the text into the body of the e-mail mes-
sage. Preview items and payments may be mailed to: Preview of Events, The Ukrainian 
Weekly, 2200 Route 10, P.O. Box 280, Parsippany, NJ 07054.

All inclusive 5 nights – meals: breakfast-lunch-dinner from Monday 
through Friday (brunch). Special Banquet Thursday.

Entertainment and guest speakers. (Taxes/gratuities included)

All inclusive per person rate based on double occupancy - $480
All inclusive per person rate based on  single  occupancy - $585

BANQUET ONLY, Thursday,  June 15, 2017 - $50 pp. 

For more information call Oksana Trytjak,  Tel: 973 292-9800 ext. 3071 

CALLING ON ALL SENIORS AND FRIENDS!

JOIN US FOR A SPECIAL WEEK 

AT SOYUZIVKA

Sunday, June 11– Friday, June 16

Remember to bring your embroidered � nery
(vyshyvanky) for the banquet. 

If possible bring items for the auction!

SOYUZIVKA TEL:  845 626-5641

Remember to bring your embroidered � nery

MAKE 
RESERVATIONS 

EARLY!
Registration beginning Sunday, June 11,

at 4:00 pm  at  SOYUZIVKA 

IT’S FUN

AFFORDABLE

WE WELCOME 
NEW GUESTS!

 BRING 
FRIENDS

INTERESTING




