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Husband of Fulbrighter uses time 
in Ukraine to trace ethnic roots

by Mark Raczkiewycz

KYIV – Greg Stricharchuk, 67, grew up 
in the multi-ethnic Tremont neighborhood 
of Cleveland believing he was Russian. He 
worshipped at the St. Theodosius Russian 
Orthodox Cathedral and attended wed-
ding receptions at Lemko Hall, both of 
which were featured in the Oscar-winning 
1978 movie “The Deer Hunter.”

His father, Josip, was a crane operator 
at a local steel plant in the Flats of 
Cleveland for 40 years. His mother, Eva 
(née Ziatyk), was a homemaker before 
working at Perfection Stove for 13 years 
and prior to that ran a food stand for 10 
years at the old Cleveland Stadium until 
1967, the year that Mr. Stricharchuk grad-
uated from high school. 

The retired journalist with nearly 50 
years of experience even took Russian 
language lessons upon his parents’ urg-
ing at the church. 

“I grew up hearing Russian and 
Ukrainian,” Mr. Stricharchuk told The 
Ukrainian Weekly at a café in Kyiv on 
June 19. “My father identified himself as 
“White Russian – I couldn’t grasp what 
this meant… Was there a Black Russia… 
My dad never talked about the past,” he 
said in a separate e-mailed note.

His mother had also taught him how 
to make Ukrainian Easter eggs, or 
pysanky, although they were “simple” as 
compared to the more elaborate exam-
ples he saw this spring at a museum 
devoted to the art in the Ivano-Frankivsk 
regional city of Kolomyia. 

by Christopher Guly
Special to The Ukrainian Weekly

OTTAWA – Canada is in no rush to equip 
Ukraine with long-requested weapons in 
its fight against Russian-backed separatist 
forces, Canada’s national defense minister 
told a Ukrainian Canadian audience here on 
June 21.

Canada’s goal in providing military assis-
tance to Ukraine is to “de-escalate the con-
flict” and not “create any more suffering” 
for Ukrainians, Harjit Sajjan said at a town-
hall meeting at St. John the Baptist 
Ukrainian Catholic Shrine that was orga-
nized by the Ottawa branch of the Ukrainian 
Canadian Congress (UCC).

“We want Russia to leave Ukraine alone,” 
the defense minister said.

But several attendees asked the minister 
whether the Canadian government would 
go beyond its military training mission, 
and, as one questioner raised, provide 
Ukraine with arms, not soldiers as Canada 
has been sending to help train Ukrainian 
soldiers since 2015 – a mission that earlier 
this year was extended to 2019. 

Mr. Sajjan said that “going down the 

path” of helping to arm Ukraine could lead 
to a “full-scale war” with Russia. 

A retired lieutenant-colonel in the 
Canadian Armed Forces who became the 
first person of color to serve as defense 
minister when Prime Minister Justin 
Trudeau appointed him to his Cabinet in 
2015, Indian-born Mr. Sajjan was also the 
first Sikh to command a Canadian reserve 
regiment. He served overseas in Bosnia-
Herzegovina and on three tours of duty to 
Kandahar in Afghanistan. 

Rather than discussing the possibility of 
lethal aid at the town hall meeting, the min-
ister focused on what Canada is doing to 
help protect Ukrainian sovereignty and 
security, particularly through a bilateral 
Defense Cooperation Agreement he signed 
in April with his Ukrainian counterpart, 
Stepan Poltorak. 

At the signing ceremony, held at 
National Defense headquarters in Ottawa, 
Mr. Sajjan said the pact “demonstrates just 
how strongly Canada is committed to Euro-
Atlantic security and our unwavering sup-
port for Ukraine.”

Canadian defense minister sidesteps
questions on arms for Ukraine

(Continued on page 20)
by Andrij V. Dobriansky

WASHINGTON – At the fifth annual yearly 
summit of the U.S.-Ukraine working group, 
the Center for U.S.-Ukraine Relations 
(CUSUR) presented an expanded program 
with over two dozen scholars, diplomats, 

and foreign and military affairs experts 
addressing a rapt audience in Washington. 
In a conference room located one city block 
west of the White House, six ambassadors – 
five former and one current – joined with the 

Ukraine’s performance better than expected
in 2016-2017, with room for improvement

(Continued on page 4)

Janusz Bugajski (left) of the Center for European Policy Analysis with panelists (from 
left) Herman Pirchner of the American Foreign Policy Council, Luke Coffey of the 

Heritage Foundation and Stefan Romaniw of the Ukrainian World Congress.

Irene Rejent Saviano

by Mark Raczkiewycz

KYIV – Three high-ranking Ukrainian 
service personnel have been killed in car 
explosions in the past three months, lead-
ing some experts to believe that Russia is 
specifically targeting an emerging cadre of 
proven field leaders. 

Security Service of Ukraine (SBU) Col. 
Yuriy Voznyi became the latest victim on 
June 27. A passenger vehicle in which he was 
sitting exploded in the Kostiatynivka district 
of Donetsk Oblast, according to the SBU.

The military prosecutor’s office is inves-
tigating the death and has classified it as a 
terrorist act. Meanwhile, the SBU said Col. 
Voznyi’s death marks the 23rd casualty 
that the agency has suffered in Russia’s 
unprovoked war against Ukraine, which 
started with the illegal annexation of 
Crimea in March 2014, with the invasion of 
Donbas commencing a month later. 

The same day, army Col. Maksym 
Shapoval was killed in a car explosion in 
Kyiv, the Defense Ministry reported. He had 

been collecting evidence of Russian war 
crimes to substantiate Kyiv’s case against 
the Kremlin at the International Court of 
Justice at The Hague. 

Col. Shapoval was also the commander 
of a deep reconnaissance division within 
the armed forces. According to the UNIAN 
news agency, he had planned reconnais-
sance raids deep into enemy territory in 
Russian occupied Donbas and also took 
part in some of them. He was visiting Kyiv 
fresh from a stint on the war front.

Another SBU officer, Lt.-Col. Oleksandr 
Khararberiush, who was the deputy head 
of the local counterintelligence unit in 
Donetsk Oblast, died in a car blast on 
March 31 in the Azov Sea coastal city of 
Mariupol. 

He had been a thorn in Moscow’s side, 
as he went after Russian saboteur groups 
and their Ukrainian collaborators in the 
region, Yuriy Butusov has reported for 
Censort.net, the publication’s chief editor 
and main war correspondent. 

Moscow’s hand seen in three deaths
in car blasts of Ukrainian servicemen

(Continued on page 11)
(Continued on page 19)

At a cafe in Kyiv on June 19, Greg 
Stricharchuk points to his mother’s 
correspondence with Ukrainian rela-

tives and her birth certificate. 

Mark Raczkiewycz
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EU officially extends Russia sanctions 

BRUSSELS – Ambassadors from the 
European Union’s member states have offi-
cially extended the bloc’s economic sanc-
tions against Russia by another six months. 
The 28 EU heads of state and government 
agreed last week during a two-day summit 
in Brussels that they would extend the mea-
sures until January 31. The Kremlin on June 
28 responded by saying Russia reserves the 
right to take retaliatory steps against the EU. 
At the summit, German Chancellor Angela 
Merkel and French President Emmanuel 
Macron gave an assessment on compliance 
by Ukrainian government forces and Russia-
backed separatists in eastern Ukraine to the 
2015 Minsk agreements, which are aimed 
at ending a conflict that has killed more 
than 10,000 people since April 2014. EU 
diplomats told RFE/RL that there was 
broad agreement among member states to 
stay firm with Moscow on Ukraine, while at 
the same time being open to dialogue on 
other foreign policy issues. The EU sanc-
tions, which mainly target Russia’s banking 
and financial sectors, were first imposed by 
Brussels in the summer of 2014 in response 
to Russia’s illegal annexation of Ukraine’s 
Crimea region and its backing of separatists 
in eastern Ukraine. The sanctions package 
has been renewed every six months since 
then. (RFE/RL)

Poroshenko on EU solidarity with Ukraine

BRUSSELS – Ukrainian President Petro 
Poroshenko says he and European Council 
President Donald Tusk have discussed rela-
tions with the European Union, as well as 
U.S. sanctions related to the conflict in east-
ern Ukraine and to Russia’s illegal annexa-
tion of Ukraine’s Crimean Peninsula. “I am 
happy to hear today from Donald [Tusk] 
and from our consultations with other 
leaders of the European Union that the 
position of the EU is unity and solidarity 
with regard to Ukraine, which is vitally 
important for us,” Mr. Poroshenko said at a 
news conference with the European 
Council president in Brussels on June 22. 
The EU on June 19 extended the bloc’s 
investment ban against Crimea for another 
year, while the United States on June 20 
announced new financial measures against 
Russia-backed separatists involved in the 

conflict in eastern Ukraine. The EU sanc-
tions were introduced in 2014 in response 
to Russia’s illegal annexation of the 
Ukrainian region and have since been 
extended on a yearly basis. “The message 
about the rolling over of the sanctions is 
exactly what we are happy to hear these 
days,” Mr. Poroshenko said. The Ukrainian 
president, who had just returned from a 
trip to the United States, also said that he 
and U.S. President Donald Trump had “a 
very promising negotiation and coordina-
tion first of all about the sanctions.” The 
new sanctions announced by the U.S. 
Treasury Department on June 20 targeted 
more than three dozen fighters and sepa-
ratist leaders in the Donetsk and Luhansk 
regions of eastern Ukraine. “You know that 
the United States introduced the new sanc-
tions and confirmed that all sanctions 
remain in place until the full implementa-
tion of [the] Minsk [agreement],” Mr. 
Poroshenko said. (RFE/RL)

Macron, Poroshenko voice hope of progress

PARIS – After meeting in Paris, the 
French and Ukrainian presidents have 
voiced hope of making progress in resolving 
the conflict between government forces and 
Russia-backed separatists in eastern 
Ukraine. French President Emmanuel 
Macron told a joint news conference with 
Ukraine’s Petro Poroshenko on June 26 that 
he expected “consultations” to be held with-
in a four-way process known as the 
Normandy format before a G20 summit in 
Germany on July 7-8. It was not immediate-
ly clear whether the consultations would 
occur in person or take the form of a tele-
phone conversation among the leaders of 
the countries involved – France, Germany, 
Russia and Ukraine – as was the case on a 
number of occasions in the past. Mr. 
Poroshenko said that he was “much more 
optimistic” following his meeting with Mr. 
Macron, adding that “peace can take the 
form of ending the Russian aggression.” He 
added, “We have agreed that we will put on 
paper projects of possible solutions for the 
Normandy format.” A ceasefire agreement 
brokered by France and Germany was 
signed in Minsk in February 2015. Mr. 
Macron said that German Chancellor Angela 

(Continued on page 14)

 ANALYSIS

by Sergey Sukhankin
Eurasia Daily Monitor

Ukrainian President Petro Poroshenko 
signed a decree, back on May 15, introduc-
ing a new package of sanctions against 
Russian companies and individuals 
(President.gov.ua, May 15). However, it was 
the decision to block two extremely popular 
Russian online social networks – Vkontakte 
(VK) and Odnoklassniki, embraced by more 
than 15 million Ukrainians – that produced 
the most heated debates. To justify their 
decision, Ukrainian officials argued that 
these resources are regularly employed by 
Russia for intelligence-gathering and propa-
ganda purposes (Epravda.com.ua, May 16).

In the immediate aftermath, the Russian 
Internet space (Runet) lost approximately 
half of its normal Ukrainian traffic and the 
number of Ukrainian-based Facebook 
users increased by 35 percent, whereas the 
popularity of the browser Opera “went 
through the roof” (Tns-ua.com, accessed 
June 5). Notably, Opera features free, built-
in virtual private network (VPN) support, 
allowing the user to mask his or her physi-
cal location and thus circumvent geoloca-
tion-based restrictions.

The announced ban of Russian social 
networks does not automatically mean that 
the Ukrainian government will actually suc-
ceed in blocking this venue for espionage 
and propaganda operations coming from 
Moscow. Two main factors must be consid-
ered. First, a full eradication of Russian 
social networks will require both time and 
money and will not ensue immediately. 
According to Oleksandr Fedienko, the head 
of the Ukrainian Internet Association, this 
process might take up to two years and cost 
$1 billion. The first deputy director of the 
presidential administration, Dmytro 
Shymkhiv, as well as the head of the 
Telecommunication Chamber of Ukraine, 
Tetiana Popova, both provided a similar 
assessment (Pravda.com.ua, May 16). 
Another limitation is based on the fact that 
Ukraine currently lacks “proper mecha-
nisms” for this purpose. This was one of the 
most immediate challenges emphasized by 
Ukrainian Lt. Gen. Vasyl Grytsak (112.ua, 
May 22).

Russia’s harshly negative reaction to the 
Ukrainian government’s move was rather 
predictable (Kommersant, May 16). 
Incidentally, the Russian side has clearly 
shown it is unwilling to watch its influence in 
Ukraine be uprooted. The Russian Internet 
search giant Yandex has already declared it 
was working on ways for Ukrainian users to 
evade the ban. Reportedly, the Android ver-
sion of Yandex can now elude the blocking, 
and the necessary instructions for how to 
do this have been dispatched to users (Vc.
ru, May 22).

A sizable part of the domestic audience 
in Ukraine also sharply rebuked the ban. 
For instance, Oleksandr Olshanky, the pres-
ident of the Internet Invest Group holding, 
contended that Ukraine is moving toward 
“joining the club of North Korea, China and 
Russia” – countries which do not allow the 

free flow of information and which control 
their domestic Internet space (Pravda.com.
ua, May 16). Similar opinions abound, and 
in many cases were immediately picked up 
and highlighted by the Russian mass media.

The reaction of the international com-
munity was mixed – particularly when con-
sidering the differing postures taken by the 
North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) 
and a number of European international 
organizations. NATO pointed out that 
blocking the Kremlin-backed social net-
works should not be seen as an infringe-
ment on democracy. But, the secretary gen-
eral of the Council of Europe, Thorbjørn 
Johansen, stated that this decision contra-
dicts European norms of freedom of mass 
media and speech (Odnako.su, May 17). 
Christian Mihr, from Reporters Without 
Borders (RWB), classified the decision of 
the Ukrainian government as “an attack 
against freedom of speech and free flow of 
information” (Dw.com, May 16, 2017). 

Such characterizations arguably betray a 
lack of understanding of the role of mass 
media and Internet resources in Russian 
strategies related to information and cyber 
warfare (see Eurasia Daily Monitor, July 8, 
2014; May 11, 2017).

Indeed, while Kyiv’s Russian social net-
work ban has come into conflict with 
European perceptions of freedom of mass 
media and the Internet, Ukraine is not 
unique in its decision to block VK, which 
was done earlier by Italy and Georgia 
(Torrentfreak.com, November 19, 2013). 
And indeed, the Ukrainian government’s 
decision must be evaluated within the con-
text of the country being a target of Russian 
armed aggression, surreptitious destabili-
zation operations and information warfare.

Moscow has weaponized information 
against its enemies and adversaries: as has 
been well documented, the Kremlin has 
turned major information outlets and 
social networks into platforms for spread-
ing lies, disinformation and hatred (see Hot 
Issue, August 13, 2014). It is worth remem-
bering that the first stage of the so-called 
“Russian Spring,” which led to the annexa-
tion of Crimea and the outbreak of military 
conflict in the Donbas, is directly linked to 
the banned Russian social networks, in 
which anti-Ukrainian and anti-Western 
sentiments were being cultivated online. In 
this regard, one should not forget that the 
original creator of VK, Pavel Durov, has had 
to flee Russia after being pressed by the 
Federal Security Service (FSB) to give it 
access to the database of users who had 
participated in the Euro-Maidan in Kyiv 
(Facebook.com/butusov.yuriy, May 17).

The ability of citizens to receive informa-
tion is a vital bedrock of a democratic soci-
ety. But the Ukrainian government has cho-
sen to weigh this against the need to uproot 
malignant lies and anti-Ukrainian senti-
ment delivered digitally to its population. 
The threat is not illusory: the Security 
Service of Ukraine (SBU) has indicated that 
it has identified 800 active anti-Ukrainian 
groups operating on VK and Odnoklassniki 
(Espreso.tv, May 25).

This being said, a number of corollaries 
should be outlined:

1. Ukraine is in a state of information 
and cyber warfare with Russia (see EDM, 
May 24), which requires the government in 
Kyiv to act accordingly. The example of 
secessionist groups and organizations in 
southeastern Ukraine and semi-autono-

Ukraine’s blocking of Russian social networks:
Anti-democratic move or antidote to disinformation?
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Four downward turns in U.S.-Russian relations
by Pavel K. Baev

Eurasia Daily Monitor

The trajectory of the manageable but 
mismanaged confrontation between the 
United States and Russia has fluctuated 
since the start of the year. And just recently, 
it registered at least four significant turns for 
the worse. Hopes for improvement in 
Moscow have all but dissipated, giving way 
to the usual game of blaming Washington 
for every conflict in the world and all the 
problems in the Russian economy. President 
Vladimir Putin, again accused the former 
Obama administration and “Russophobes” 
in the U.S. Congress for the setbacks in 
reaching a new start in relations and 
expressed confidence that President 
Donald Trump would prevail over his ene-
mies (Nezavisimaya Gazeta, June 16). 

Mr. Putin refrained from commenting on 
the most recent negative events, but a series 
of Russian diplomatic signals and military 
counter-measures shows that the Kremlin 
has shifted gears in preparation for a new 
escalation in tensions. The possible high-lev-
el Putin-Trump meeting at the Group of 20 
summit in Hamburg, Germany, on July 7-8, is 
no longer seen in Moscow as a major oppor-
tunity (Newsru.com, June 22).

The first of the four downturns was set 
by the visit to Washington of Ukraine’s 
President Petro Poroshenko, who present-
ed the U.S. government with his new plan 
for the stabilization and reconstruction of 
the Donbas war zone (Kommersant, June 
21). Russian mainstream media sources 
tried to downplay and even ridicule the 
short meeting at the White House, but the 
contrast with Mr. Putin’s lack of communi-
cation and uncertain plan for a meeting 
with Trump in Hamburg is still rather 
sharp (Politcom.ru, June 21). 

Ukraine recently finalized the long pro-
cess of obtaining a visa-free regime with 

the European Union (which has yet again 
prolonged its sanctions against Russia). In 
addition, Kyiv has asserted its intention to 
upgrade cooperation with the North 
Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO), much 
to the dismay of many commentators in 
Moscow (Nezavisimaya Gazeta, June 19). 
Relentless anti-Ukrainian propaganda still 
shapes Russian public opinion. Indeed, 59 
percent of respondents express a negative 
attitude toward Ukraine, and only 10 per-
cent believe in any improvement of the sit-
uation in the Donbas (Levada.ru, June 23).

The second bad turn came from the 
introduction of new sanctions by the 
Trump administration, which upset 
Russian authorities so much that a sched-
uled meeting between high-level diplomats 
was canceled (RBC, June 21). Presumably, 
the newest sanctions passed by the 
Treasury Department aimed to pre-empt 
the approval by the U.S. Senate of the sanc-
tions bill that contains even tougher mea-
sures and cannot be lifted by a stroke of the 
president’s pen (Carnegie.ru, June 19). 

It is, however, by no means certain that 
this pre-emption will work, while the impact 
of the new sanctions could be so hard, that 
even Germany is concerned (RBC, June 16). 
The Russian economy is experiencing new 
jitters, caused primarily by the downward 
slide in oil prices. Any external censure 
could push it back into recession (Novaya 
Gazeta, June 22). Mr. Putin’s attempt to cre-
ate some good economic news by attending 
the start of deep-water construction of the 
Turkish Stream natural gas pipeline was far 
from convincing against this background 
(Forbes.ru, June 23).

The most dangerous deterioration of 
U.S.-Russian relations happened in Syria. 
The downing near Raqqa of a Syrian Su-22 
fighter by a U.S. Navy F/A-18E Hornet was 
taken by Moscow as a deliberate challenge 
(New Times, June 21). Russia countered by 

again suspending the bilateral “de-conflic-
tion” agreement (which was reinstated in 
early May after the suspension caused by 
the U.S. cruise missile strike against a 
Syrian airbase in April). In addition, 
Moscow declared that all U.S.-led coalition 
air assets performing missions to the west 
of the Euphrates River would be treated by 
Russian air-defense systems as hostile tar-
gets (Kommersant, June 20). 

In real terms, the Russian anti-access/
area denial (A2/AD) “bubble” over the 
Latakia and Tartus bases is not capable of 
checking the U.S. air campaign in Syria or, for 
that matter, air strikes by Israel 
(Nezavisimaya Gazeta, June 23). So in order 
to reinforce the threat, Moscow initiated a 
new sequence of risky air intercepts over the 
Baltic Sea, making a special show around the 
plane carrying Defense Minister Sergei 
Shoigu (Novaya Gazeta, June 23). A new salvo 
by six sea-launched Kalibr cruise missiles 
was supposed to add weight to the demon-
stration of resolve (Gazeta.ru, June 23).

Instead of progressing in building coop-
eration with the U.S. in managing the Syrian 
crisis, the issue presently is about manag-
ing the risk of a not-entirely-accidental 
combat clash. And this prospect again rais-
es the question about the rationale of 
Russia’s Syrian intervention (Moscow echo, 
June 23).

And fourth, a potentially serious develop-
ment was the revelation of Mr. Putin’s per-
sonal involvement in orchestrating the 
cyberattacks on the U.S. presidential cam-
paign last autumn (Newsru.com, June 23). 
This fact, which is yet to be proven, makes it 
impossible for the Kremlin to shift the blame 
to some “patriotic hackers.” It also makes it 
senseless, from Washington’s point of view, 
to target the sanctions on some mid-level 
operatives in the Russian intelligence servic-
es (Nezavisimaya Gazeta, June 8). 

For the Russian media, the most notable 

fact was that Washington had reportedly 
prepared a counter-strike by planting some 
digital “bombs” in Russian electronic infra-
structure (Kommersant, June 23). This 
threat is certainly being taken seriously, but 
it is also irresistible because Russia is by no 
means a “cyber superpower” and has to 
import every piece of electronic hardware 
and most computer software, so the capaci-
ty to build its own “firewalls” is quite limit-
ed (Moskovsky Komsomolets, June 23). Mr. 
Putin is known to mistrust the Internet and 
has a limited understanding of the cyber-
security domain (Moscow Echo, June 21).

These accumulating tensions in U.S.-
Russian relations affect not only global sta-
bility but also Mr. Putin’s political pros-
pects. He had planned his 2018 presiden-
tial campaign with the slogans of “fairness, 
respect and trust,” but this message is 
becoming compromised by the Kremlin’s 
inability to suggest anything meaningful 
regarding Russia’s future (RBC, June 23). 
Each setback in relations with the United 
States increases domestic worries that 
Russia has entered into a confrontation it 
has no chance of winning. And many elite 
groups may contemplate alternatives to 
this dead-end course. 

Mr. Putin keeps postponing his 
announcement of claiming the presidency 
for six more years; and in the present situa-
tion of disappointment and discontent, he 
may need a game-changer. A new spasm of 
“patriotic” mobilization may be needed, but 
the choice of low-risk options is rather nar-
row, while the pressure caused by the high-
risk consequences of Moscow’s already 
exhausted “victories” is forcing the aging 
and self-absorbed leader’s hand.

The article above is reprinted from 
Eurasia Daily Monitor with permission from 
its publisher, the Jamestown Foundation, 
www.jamestown.org.

 NEWS ANALYSIS

Advocacy for Ukraine continues on Capitol Hill
UNIS

WASHINGTON – More than three dozen 
Ukrainian Americans from Connecticut, New 
Hampshire, New Jersey, New York, Ohio, 
Pennsylvania, Illinois, Michigan, California, 
Virginia and Oregon came together on 
Wednesday, June 14, for the second 
Ukrainian Day advocacy event this year. 

“Since the Revolution of Dignity, we have 
held Ukrainian Day advocacy events at 
least two to three times a year – an oppor-
tunity during which we meet with our 
elected representatives to speak on topics 
related to Ukraine,” noted event organizer 
Michael Sawkiw, director of the Ukrainian 
National Information Service (UNIS), the 
public affairs office of the Ukrainian 
Congress Committee of America (UCCA). 

“It is incredibly important that the 
Ukrainian community support and attend 
these advocacy events to relate our con-
cerns to members of Congress about the 
need for greater support for Ukraine dur-
ing these turbulent and inspiring times in 
its history,” Mr. Sawkiw noted. “Ukrainian 
Americans must send a message that 
Ukraine’s courage to fight for democracy is 
not Ukraine’s battle alone and must be sup-
ported vigorously by the United States.”

The day began with a briefing session for 
participants to review various congressio-
nal bills that affect Ukraine. They were also 
briefed by foreign policy and law experts 
who spoke about the role of the community 

in its advocacy of issues in Congress. 
Ambassador Temuri Yakobashvili, former 
ambassador of Georgia to the United States, 
highlighted the immense moral responsibil-
ity of advocacy for Ukraine at a time of peril 
in that country. In addition, Prof. Robert 
Kaufman described the nature of Vladimir 

Putin’s disinformation campaign against 
Ukraine and how it can be unraveled by 
advocacy events such as Ukrainian Days. 
Both speakers noted the overwhelming 
bipartisan support in Congress for Ukraine, 
which the community’s efforts helped to 
garner. 

Briefing papers and talking points dis-
tributed to the participants included four 
main topics of advocacy: military assis-
tance to Ukraine; increased sanctions 
against Russia for its non-implementation 
of the Minsk accords and the illegal annex-
ation of Crimea; sustained levels of foreign 
assistance for Ukraine in the Fiscal Year 
2018 budget; and an official U.S. policy for 
non-recognition of the illegal annexation of 
the Crimean peninsula by the Russian 
Federation. 

Participants were also armed with the 
latest information regarding the Russia 
sanctions regime, which included a biparti-
san effort in the U.S. Senate to increase and 
codify sanctions against Russia. In the 
afetrnoon of June 14, the U.S. Senate passed 
a crucial amendment to the Countering 
Iran’s Destabilizing Activities Act (S. 722) 
by an overwhelming bipartisan vote of 
97-2. S. Amend. 232 adds new sanctions 
targeting various sectors in Russia’s econo-
my, and imposes sanctions on individuals 
affiliated with Russia’s defense sector. The 
bill is now being reviewed in the House of 
Representatives. [See the Action Item on 
this topic on page 7 of this issue.]

Joining the Ukrainian American constit-
uents were community leaders from the 
Central and East European Coalition 
(CEEC), as well as activists for a democratic 
Russia. Ukrainian Day participants met 

Ukrainian Day participants pose for a group photo before heading out to their con-
gressional meetings.

(Continued on page 20)
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current chairman of Ukraine’s Parliament, 
Ukraine’s acting minister of health and a sit-
ting U.S. senator to “take the measure of 
Ukraine’s 2016-2017 progress/regress.”

The daylong event on June 15 was 
another collaboration among CUSUR, the 
American Foreign Policy Council (AFPC) 
and the Ukrainian Congress Committee of 
America (UCCA). 

Before 9 a.m. that morning, Prof. Walter 
Zaryckyj of CUSUR took to the podium to 
welcome the attendees of the yearly sum-
mit and to present two special speakers. 
The ambassador of Ukraine to the United 
States, Valeriy Chaly, began his remarks by 
thanking the grassroots advocates for 
Ukraine who had visited with nearly 30 
congressional offices the day before as part 
of the UCCA’s second Ukrainian Day advo-
cacy event of 2017. [See story on page 3 of 
this issue.]

The ambassador proceeded to introduce 
Andriy Parubiy, the chairman of Ukraine’s 
Verkhovna Rada, who is known throughout 
the diaspora for his previous organizing 
work as a citizen commandant during 

Ukraine’s Revolution of Dignity. Mr. Parubiy 
spoke for nearly 30 minutes (a recording of 
which he posted on his Facebook page), con-
centrating on the enormous military effort 
and heroic sacrifices by Ukraine in the 
defense of Western norms and the post-
World War II international security struc-
ture. Additionally, and of interest to the 
attendees of this “report card” conference, 
the chairman listed numerous anti-corrup-
tion reforms that his Parliament has enacted 

since he assumed the chairmanship. 
Following the special visit by the ambas-

sador and the Rada chairman, the assessor 
panels began presenting their grades on 
Ukraine’s performance during 2016-2017 
over the course of six distinct sessions. 

Judge Bohdan Futey of the U.S. Court of 
Federal Claims moderated the first panel, 
which included Stephen Nix of the 
International Republican Institute, Nile 
Gardiner of the Heritage Foundation and 

Ostap Kryvdyk, special adviser to the chair-
man of the Verkhovna Rada. (Katie Fox of the 
National Democratic Institute had to cancel 
at the last minute.) The panel debated the 
progress made in election reforms, the over-
haul of the judicial system and Ukraine’s civil 
society. While overall, the grades were posi-
tive for what has been accomplished, panel-
ists cited specific reforms that they would 
still like to see enacted.

The second panel was moderated by for-
mer Ambassador William Miller, the second 
U.S. ambassador to Ukraine, and consisted 
of independent consultants adept in delv-
ing into fiscal and monetary policy: Adrian 
Karatnycky, Aleks Mehrle and Brian 
Mefford. As with the previous panel, this 
group agreed that Ukraine has come a long 
way towards fostering a proper investment 
climate, however, an enormous potential 
for outside investment continues to be sty-
mied by a lack of transparency in many sec-
tors, as well as Ukraine’s flawed history of 
privatization.

In assessing Ukraine’s progress towards 
“Ever Greater Security,” moderator William 
Courtney, former U.S. ambassador to both 
Georgia and Kazakhstan, led a discussion 
about Ukraine’s armed forces that saw 
most available seats in the room fill quickly. 
Dr. Phillip Karber, president of the Potomac 
Foundation, and Glen Howard, president of 
the Jamestown Foundation, were joined by 
Nolan Peterson, a former special opera-
tions pilot and a combat veteran of Iraq and 
Afghanistan, in a discussion heavily influ-
enced by their many recent travels to 
Ukraine. While the moderator and each 
panelist presented a detailed report, the 
overall theme focused on how Ukraine 
needed to maintain its exceptional level of 
combat successes against a foe with superi-
or numbers. Dr. Karber highlighted the suc-
cesses of Ukraine’s Airmobile Force (VDV) 
under the command of Brig. Gen. Mykhailo 
Zabrodskyi, who was recently recognized 
as a Hero of Ukraine. 

In response to a question about what pri-
vate citizens could do to most help Ukraine’s 
armed forces, Mr. Howard pointed out the 
deficiencies in Ukraine’s naval forces follow-
ing the occupation of Crimea. Considering 
that Ukraine has never had a naval officer 
graduate from the U.S. Naval Academy (in 
contrast to the multiple graduates of the U.S. 
War College), Mr. Howard advocated for 
establishing a scholarship in that regard. 

Prior to the attendees breaking for lunch, 
another special speaker arrived on site: 
Ukraine’s Acting Minister of Health Ulana 
Suprun. Overlapping her visit to the United 
States with that of Chairman Parubiy, Dr. 
Suprun spent her time in Washington, 
explaining her system of health care 
reforms to American audiences, as well as 
Ukrainian Americans, including participants 
of the 44th Scientific Conference of the 
Ukrainian Medical Association of North 
America, at which she delivered a keynote 
address later that same week. 

With a well-honed and concise 
PowerPoint presentation, Dr. Suprun 

(Continued from page 1)

Ukraine’s performance...

Verkhovna Rada Chairman Andriy Parubiy (at the podium) addresses the annual summit of the U.S.-Ukraine working group.
Irene Rejent Saviano

(Continued on page 5)
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brought the stark reality of Ukraine’s lack of 
a functioning health care system to light. This 
frank assessment was paired with a summa-
ry of the improvements already enacted by 
the Ministry of Health, as well as a report on 
which reforms still face an uphill battle in the 
Verkhovna Rada. From raising minimum 
entrance requirements at medical schools, 
to elevating the status of nurses within med-
ical facilities and simply ensuring that blood 
used in transfusions comes from a safe and 
tested supply, Dr. Suprun stated her case for 
a sensible national health care system. 

The primary hurdle to get these reforms 
passed remains the Ukrainian Parliament’s 
bill No. 6327, “On State Financial 
Guarantees for Providing Medical Services,” 
whose passage Dr. Suprun deems to be 
imperative this year. In her estimation, 
delaying passage any longer would bury 
prospects for prompt reform during the 
coming election cycles of 2018 and 2019. 

Following Dr. Suprun’s presentation, she 
was surprised by Andriy Futey, president of 
the UCCA, who invited Tamara Olexy, his 
immediate predecessor, and her predeces-
sor, Michael Sawkiw, to belatedly present 
the 2016 Shevchenko Freedom Award, the 
highest accolade given by the UCCA, to Dr. 
Suprun. The award was bestowed on the 
acting minister for her commitment to the 
well-being of Ukraine’s people and in recog-
nition of her earlier work as the director of 
humanitarian initiatives for the Ukrainian 
World Congress. [See story on page 4 of this 
issue.]

At the fourth panel discussion of the day, 
former U.S. Ambassador to Lithuania Keith 
Smith moderated a panel on energy security 
that included the first U.S. ambassador to 

Ukraine, Roman Popadiuk, as well as Myron 
Rabij, a global partner with the multination-
al law firm Dentons, and Taras Berezovets, 
the founder of the Free Сrimea project. 

During a discussion with his fellow for-
mer ambassador, Mr. Popadiuk highlighted 
the potential of alternative energy produc-
tion in Ukraine, such as “biomass fuel” 
which could potentially generate enough 
energy to supply 10-12 percent of 
Ukraine’s demand by using discarded 
straw left on the ground. Ukraine was also 
described as having great opportunities for 
expanding wind and solar power plants, in 
addition to shale oil deposits in western 
Ukraine for which Western extraction tech-
niques would be required. Mr. Keith plainly 
described the unfortunate influence of oli-
garchs in the energy markets of Eastern 
Europe. With their own private security 
forces, they regularly chase down regula-
tors and diplomats all over Europe with 
intimidation tactics, the ambassador noted.

Orest Deychakiwsky, a recently retired 
former policy advisor of the U.S. Commission 
on Security and Cooperation in Europe 
(known as the Helsinki Commission), began 
the fifth panel of the day with a description of 
his panel’s topic, “Social Cohesion.” Opining 
on the state of “cohesion” in today’s Ukraine 
were Profs. Lubomyr Hajda and Viktoriya 
Sereda of the Harvard Ukrainian Research 
Institute (HURI), as well as the Jamestown 
Foundation’s Vladimir Socor and a former 
permanent representative of Ukraine to the 
United Nations, Ambassador Yuriy Sergeyev. 

The joint presentation by the professors 
from HURI demonstrated through national 
survey results that self-identification as a 
“Ukrainian” and a clarity of what it means 
to be “Ukrainian” has risen dramatically 
throughout Ukraine. Ambassador Sergeyev, 
on the other hand, sought to give context to 
the oft-reported dissatisfaction with living 

standards in Ukraine by demonstrating 
where Ukraine had failed to capitalize over 
the last two decades in comparison with 
other countries of similar size and develop-
ment. In the end, the numbers all point to 
Ukraine flourishing only after transitioning 
to a technologically innovative state, as 
opposed to a fossil-fuel transit hub. 

The sixth and final panel of assessors 
was chaired by Janusz Bugajski of the 
Center for European Policy Analysis; it 
included panelists Herman Pirchner of the 
American Foreign Policy Council, Luke 
Coffey from the Heritage Foundation, and 
Stefan Romaniw, secretary-general of the 
Ukrainian World Congress. Closely mirror-
ing the discussion on “Social Cohesion,” this 
panel assessed the state of national identity 
in Ukraine. As all four participants had 
recently journeyed to Ukraine, they kept 
their focus on discussions they’d had with 
the younger generations in Ukraine, and 
where members of that generation saw 
themselves heading. 

Although all the panelists rendered a grade 
above 50 percent, Mr. Coffey granted the best 
grade of the day when he proposed giving 
Ukraine an “Incomplete,” which he described 
as a grade that “may be assigned when a stu-
dent’s work is of passing quality and repre-
sents a significant portion of the require-
ments for a final grade, but is incomplete due 
to circumstances beyond his control.”

Following the conclusion of the assessor 
panels, the U.S.-Ukraine Foundation’s 
Adrian Karmazyn had the honor of intro-
ducing the final special guest of the day: 
Sen. Roger Wicker (R-Miss.), newly 
appointed chairman of the U.S. Helsinki 
Commission. Although he proudly 
described himself as just “a simple guy 
from Mississippi,” Sen. Wicker went on to 
describe a long career invested in fostering 
international relations. When answering 

the question posed by the title of his 
remarks – “Why a Free, Stable and 
Prosperous Ukraine Still Matters” – the sen-
ator summed up his opinion by stating, 
“Putin needs to lose this one.”

Nearly nine hours after having begun 
that morning, attendees gathered in the 
conference room to hear closing remarks 
by former U.S. Undersecretary of State 
William Schneider Jr. and Ukrainian 
National Deputy Anton Herashchenko. The 
conclusion of the annual summit was offi-
cially announced by the UCCA’s Ms. Olexy, 
who took to the podium to officiate at the 
final tally of grades issued that day. Ms. 
Olexy commented that, notwithstanding 
the varying viewpoints of the speakers, 
with an average overall report card grade 
of B-, all were in agreement that Ukraine is 
performing better than expected, but there 
is still room for improvement. 

As with previous such collaborations – 
including U.S.-Ukraine Security Dialogues 
and the Ukrainian Historical Encounters 
Series – the Jurkiw Family Fund contribut-
ed generously to financially underwriting 
this summit of the U.S.-Ukraine working 
group, as did the conference patrons, Self 
Reliance New York Federal Credit Union, 
the Heritage Foundation of the First 
Security Federal Savings Bank, the 
Ukrainian National Federal Credit Union, 
the Cleveland Selfreliance Federal Credit 
Union and the Organization for the Defense 
of Four Freedoms for Ukraine.

After organizers once again thanked the 
summit’s sponsors and generous patrons, 
attendees were invited to attend a recep-
tion with the panelists to continue the dis-
cussion late into the evening. 

Andrij V. Dobriansky is director of com-
munications and media at the Ukrainian 
Congress Committee of America.

UCCA

WASHINGTON – On Thursday, June 15, 
Dr. Ulana Suprun, Ukraine’s acting minis-
ter of health, received the Shevchenko 
Freedom Award, the highest accolade 
accorded by the Ukrainian Congress 
Committee of America (UCCA), the largest 
representation of Ukrainians in America. 

Established in 1962, the award is 
named in honor of Ukraine’s poet-laure-
ate and national hero Taras Shevchenko 
and is bestowed upon individuals who 
have displayed a remarkable understand-
ing and given substantial assistance to the 
Ukrainian American community and the 
Ukrainian people. 

As Dr. Suprun was unable to attend last 
year’s XXII Congress of Ukrainians in 
America, the UCCA’s former president, 
Tamara Olexy, and current president, 
Andriy Futey, along with Michael Sawkiw, 

the director of the Ukrainian National 
Information Service (UNIS) and UCCA 
executive vice-president, had the honor of 
presenting the 2016 Shevchenko Freedom 
Award to Dr. Suprun in Washington during 
the U.S.-Ukraine Working Group Yearly 
Summit V: “Providing Ukraine With An 
Annual Report Card.”

Dr. Suprun, a physician, has a long-
established record of support not only for 
Ukraine but for the Ukrainian American 
community. Prior to her appointment as 
acting minister of health, she was the 
director of Humanitarian Initiatives of the 
Ukrainian World Congress, and the 
founder of the Patriot Defence project 
that continues to provide tactical and 
emergency medical training to soldiers 
on the frontlines in Ukraine. 

Dr. Suprun is also a long-time member 
of the UCCA and the former chair of the 
UCCA’s Council on Aid to Ukrainians.

In Washington during the presentation of the Shevchenko Freedom Award of the 
Ukrainian Congress Committee of America (from left) are: Walter Zaryckyj, executive 
director of Center for U.S.-Ukrainian Relations and member of the UCCA External 
Affairs Committee; Tamara Olexy, UCCA executive director and former president of the 
UCCA; Ukraine’s Acting Minister of Health Dr. Ulana Suprun; Andriy Futey, president 
of the UCCA; and Michael Sawkiw Jr., director of the Ukrainian National Information 

Service and executive vice-president of the UCCA.

Irene Rejent Saviano

Ukraine’s health minister receives UCCA’s highest honor

Closing remarks are delivered by Ukrainian National Deputy Anton 
Herashchenko (left) and former U.S. Undersecretary of State William 

Schneider Jr.
Ambassador William Miller chairs the panel discussion on fiscal and monetary policy among inde-

pendent consultants (from left) Adrian Karatnycky, Aleks Mehrle and Brian Mefford.

(Continued from page 4)

Ukraine’s performance...

Irene Rejent Saviano
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“Holodomor 1932-1933. Famine-Genocide in Ukraine. In memory of the millions 
of innocent victims of a man-made famine in Ukraine engineered and implemented 
by Stalin’s totalitarian regime.” That’s the text on the Holodomor Memorial in 
Washington. That this evocative memorial was erected in 2015 warks a huge accom-
plishment and a significant step toward raising public awareness. The hope is, of 
course, that seeing the memorial will move visitors to read up on the Holodomor.

To that end, there are a number of noteworthy initiatives in North America that 
strive to make the Ukrainian genocide known to the public.

In 2012, Bohdan Klid and Alexander J. Motyl compiled and edited “The 
Holodomor Reader: A Sourcebook on the Famine of 1932-1933 in Ukraine,” which 
presents evidence that the Holodomor was genocide and includes research findings, 
legal assessments, eyewitness accounts, documents and excerpts of literary works. 
Reviewing the book in this newspaper, Lana Babij wrote: “This is a book that belongs 
in every medium to large public or academic library. It belongs in every Ukrainian 
school. It is recommended for the personal library of any individual who wishes to 
speak with some authority on the subject, or simply wants to learn more about this 
immense tragedy for the Ukrainian people.” 

A former librarian, Ms. Babij herself is involved in promoting knowledge about 
the Holodomor, especially in her role as content manager for www.holodomorct.org, 
an easily accessible online guide to Holodomor resources that, she notes, “are 
authentic, comprehensible to the general public and students of varying ages and 
backgrounds, that meet today’s educational standards.” The website was demon-
strated at the 2014 conference of the National Council for the Social Studies in 
Boston at the exhibit booth of the Harvard Ukrainian Research Institute. As a result, 
it was listed in the NCSS newsletter.

At the conference, HURI hosted an exhibition table to inform educators – elemen-
tary, secondary and college-level teachers – about the Holodomor, curriculum mate-
rials geared to students and teachers, Ukraine in the context of genocide studies and 
Ukraine in general. Also involved were several dedicated community activists, 
including Ms. Babij of Connecticut and Maria Walzer of Massachusetts, who is active 
in a campaign to make Holodomor studies part of the school curriculum. (Recently, 
readers may recall, Paul Rabchenuk, who chairs the Greater Boston Committee for 
the Remembrance of the Ukrainian Famine Genocide of 1932-1933, wrote a letter 
urging community members to attend a hearing on the Massachusetts Genocide 
Education Bill to offer their support for requiring the study of genocides, including 
the Holodomor in the state’s public schools.)

Among the lesson plans and curriculum guides presented at the NCSS conference 
was “The Unknown Genocide – Ukrainian Holodomor 1932-1933” (Toronto, 2008) 
developed by Valentina Kuryliw for Grades 10 through 12. Which brings us to men-
tion the major initiative based in Canada: the Holodomor Research and Education 
Consortium of the Canadian Institute of Ukrainian Studies at the University of 
Alberta. In May the consortium, in cooperation with the Canadian Museum for 
Human Rights, held its second Holodomor Education Conference (for details, see our 
June 25 issue). In attendance were 120 educators of diverse backgrounds who teach 
students from kindergarten to university. The focus was on new approaches in 
teaching human rights, social justice and the Holodomor. Among the comments from 
teachers: “…very important to me as the granddaughter of a Holocaust survivor to be 
able to share the Holodomor and the importance of discussing genocides in my 
Grade 9-12 social studies classes in Northern Manitoba.” 

Thus, these and other activists and organizations are laudably fulfilling our sacred 
duty to the millions of victims of the Holodomor to remember them and to make 
their story known to the world.

The Ukrainian Weekly

Last year, the North Atlantic Treaty Organization held its sum-
mit in Warsaw on July 8-9 and the NATO-Russian Council met in 
Brussels on July 13 at the ambassador level. Pavel Felgenhauer 
offered his analysis of the 2016 meetings.

Noting the lack of progress from the meetings, Mr. 
Felgenhauer cited the statements of Secretary General Jens 

Stoltenburg and Alexander Grushko, ambassador of Russia at NATO headquarters, who 
agreed that the discussions were “frank” but that disagreements persisted.

Mr. Grushko was critical of NATO’s decision to deploy an additional four reinforced army 
battalions (of approximately 1,000 soldiers each) in Poland, Estonia, Latvia and Lithuania. 

However, NATO insisted that the move was made in response to Russia’s increased mili-
tary activity in the region, as well as its aggressive actions in Ukraine that compelled NATO 
to reinforce its Eastern flank. 

Although the 4,000 troops did not pose a serious threat to Russia’s military if it were to 
invade the Baltic states, of greater concern for Russia was the U.S.’s ballistic missile 
defense bases in Poland and Romania, which Mr. Grushko said, “undermine strategic sta-
bility.” Mr. Grushko warned that if there was no change in the current moves by NATO and 
the U.S., Moscow was prepared to deploy additional forces in response.  

The lone positive outcome of the NATO-Russian Council meeting, according to Mr. 
Grushko, was Moscow’s tentative agreement to implement additional transparency mea-
sures regarding flights over the Baltic Sea, so that Russian planes flew with identifying 
transponders switched on. Technical issues for Russian planes included the claim by 
Russian Aerospace Forces commander Gen. Viktor Bondarev, that Russian military aircraft 
were not equipped with transponders.

July 
8

2016

Turning the pages back...

by Paul Goble

Vladimir Putin’s use of a video showing 
American planes to impress Oliver Stone of 
the power of Russian ones “is not simply a 
curiosity,” Igor Eidman says, but rather “a 
diagnosis” because “the entire Putin regime 
is a grandiose fake,” with fake news, statis-
tics, sociology, politics, power, Parliament 
and a fake president at the top.

On his Facebook page, the Russian com-
mentator, who works for Deutsche Welle, 
says that in Mr. Putin’s Russia “everything is 
a lie from top to bottom,” because officials 
constantly try to deceive and shift responsi-
bility confident that only appearances mat-
ter and that no one will check (facebook.
com/permalink.php?story_fbid=15256480
10831506&id=100001589654713).

The Kremlin leader is trapped by this set 
of attitudes and arrangements, Mr. Eidman 
continues. Mr. Putin “tries to deceive his 
foreign partners, but his own subordinates 

crudely deceive him” at one and the same 
time because when he asks for something 
they deliver what they think he wants 
regardless of whether it is true.

This story illustrates that perfectly. 
President Putin wanted something to 
intimidate the Americans. Defense Minister 
Sergei Shoigu passed his order on. Finally, it 
reached someone in the bowels of the 
bureaucracy who had to respond – and 
who passed back up the line what he felt he 
could get away with, in this case, a film of 
American planes that Mr. Putin could say 
were Russian.

As a result, Mr. Eidman says, “a perfectly 
Kafkaesque situation occurred: Mr. Putin in 
Mr. Stone’s film attempted to frighten the 
Americans with the power of their own 
military.” But in today’s information society, 
“everything secret sooner or later becomes 
known.” And that means the Putin regime, 
“which is based on lies, is condemned” as a 
result.

by Paul Goble

The share of Russians who approve the 
actions of Stalin during World War II has 
indeed risen over the last decade but not sim-
ply because of Kremlin propaganda, journal-
ist Aleksandr Minkin says. It also reflects the 
passing of an entire generation who knew 
what he did and the rise of one for whom 
Stalin is only a distant historical figure.

In a Moskovsky Komsomolets commen-
tary, the Moscow journalist points out that 
the share of Russians approving Stalin’s 
actions during the war rose from 40 per-
cent in 2005 to 50 percent this year, 
according to Public Opinion Foundation 
polls. But these are not the same Russians 
(mk.ru/politics/2017/06/21/lyubitelyam-
stalina.html).

Between 2005 and 2016, Mr. Minkin 
points out, 24 million Russian citizens died, 
most of them older, and were largely 
replaced by younger people. In addition, 
some 5 million Russian citizens emigrated. 
Those who chose to leave were unlikely to 
have been Stalin partisans; and those who 
died knew Stalin far better and more 
directly than those who came after them.

“Of course,” he continues, “the atmo-
sphere has changed a little. People try to 
correctly answer pollsters’ questions in 
order to avoid unpleasant consequences. 
Just imagine,” Mr. Minkin says, how a 
Russian would respond to a query about 
Tsar Nicholas II in 1916 or one about Nikita 
Khrushchev in 1956.

And “propaganda does work, both direct 
and indirect. Try to count how often the 
name Stalin sounds alongside the word 
“victory” and how often next to the word 

“Gulag.” The difference turns out to be hun-
dreds or thousands of times, especially for 
those who live with television.

It is “completely possible,” he continues, 
that some Russians have changed their 
minds about Stalin, but that is not the 
“main” explanation for the rising levels of 
approval for the late dictator. Russians 
“have not so much changed their minds as 
died off,” Mr. Minkin says.

“Twenty-four million dead is more than 
20 percent of adults. The old die and the 
new grow up. The former knew about Stalin 
more than the current generation does,” and 
they haven’t forgotten entirely what he did 
to them and their country. “They experi-
enced it on their own skin. They knew the 
war and not about the war. They saw more 
trenches than parades.”

But Russians today, the commentator 
says, “see only parades … and the fewer the 
witnesses there are, the easier it is to make 
things up.”

Mr. Minkin writes that over the last two 
months he has been asking young Russians 
about Stalin’s times. The majority don’t 
know what Kolyma means. And one young 
Russian observed that Magadan is “a fish” 
rather than the site of one of the most hor-
rific Stalinist camps in the Gulag system.

Those who read Varlam Shalamov’s 
“Kolyma Stories” would never give such an 
answer, he argues, “but the percent of those 
who know this book is strikingly fewer 
than it was at the end of the 1980s.” Those 
who read it haven’t forgotten it: “they have 
simply died off,” and the generation that 
has come after them doesn’t know it at all.

Those who were Gulag guards, of course, 
loved Stalin as a god, just as those who are 
their successors do. And today, Mr. Minkin 
says, “there are guards at each step… hun-
dreds of thousands. And we are world 
champions on this measure, while paradox-
ically world champions in thefts as well.”

It is true that many Russians want to 
restore the harshness of Stalin, but they 
don’t want this “for themselves but rather 
for corrupt bureaucrats. [They even] want 
to return the death penalty but again hard-
ly for themselves.”

Putin regime now ‘one grandiose fake’
from top to bottom, says commentator

Rising Russian approval of Stalin reflects 
passing of generation that experienced him

(Continued on page 9)

Making the Holodomor known

 WINDOW ON EURASIA

Paul Goble is a long-time specialist on 
ethnic and religious questions in Eurasia 
who has served in various capacities in the 
U.S. State Department, the Central 
Intelligence Agency and the International 
Broadcasting Bureau, as well as at the Voice 
of America and Radio Free Europe/Radio 
Liberty and the Carnegie Endowment for 
International Peace. The article above is 
reprinted with permission from his blog 
called “Window on Eurasia” (http://windo-
woneurasia2.blogspot.com/). (Continued on page 7)
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 ACTION ITEM

UNIS

On June 14th, the U.S. Senate passed a 
crucial amendment to the Countering Iran’s 
Destabilizing Activities Act (S. 722) by an 
overwhelming bipartisan vote of 97-2. S. 
Amend. 232 adds new sanctions targeting 
various sectors in Russia’s economy and 
sanctions individuals affiliated with Russia’s 
defense sector. Critically, all existing sanc-
tions imposed on Russia for its illegal annex-
ation of Crimea and its military invasion of 
Ukraine would become codified into law 
under this legislation. The bill would help 
ensure that sanctions against the Russian 
Federation will remain in place until the 
withdrawal of all covert and overt Russian 
forces and equipment from Ukraine.

The Countering Iran’s Destabilizing 
Activities Act has now been sent to the U.S. 
House of Representatives, where it faces an 
uncertain future. Tentative discussions have 
not resulted in a consensus on the scope and 
depth of a Russia sanctions-regime bill. 

Below, please find a sample letter that 
you can mail to your representative peti-
tioning for support of a Russia sanctions bill 
similar to that passed in the U.S. Senate. 
Additionally, you can submit your letter 
online at www.house.gov. Simply log onto 
the website, find your representative and 
complete the online form to submit your 

correspondence. Should you have any ques-
tions, please contact the UNIS office at 202- 
547-0018 or at unis.sawkiw@gmail.com. 

*  *  *
The Honorable (name)
U.S. House of Representatives
Washington, DC 20515

Dear Representative (name):
As an American of Ukrainian descent, I 

am deeply concerned about Russia’s contin-
ued aggression against Ukraine. Beginning 
with the illegal annexation of the Crimean 
peninsula in 2014, the Russian Federation 
has violated numerous tenets of internation-
al law and order. Such actions must be 
rebuked by Ukraine’s strategic allies and the 
global community of democratic nations.

Recent legislation by the U.S. Senate – S. 
722 and S. Amend. 232 – would seek to 
impose stricter sanctions on Russia for its 
invasion of Ukraine and interference in the 
U.S. electoral process. I highly encourage 
and request that you support a similar bill 
in the U.S. House of Representatives. 
Punitive actions against Russia must be 
taken immediately to thwart future acts of 
aggression and interference. I look forward 
to your active support of this issue.

Sincerely,
(Your name)

Pass the Senate’s Russia sanctions bill
in the House of Representatives

 FOR THE RECORD

Below is a slightly abridged text of 
remarks by U.S. Ambassador to Ukraine 
Marie L. Yovanovitch at the presentation in 
Kyiv on June 26 of the Council of Europe 
Venice Commission Rule of Law Checklist.

…When I was thinking about this over 
the weekend and, you know, what would I 
say and, you know I had to sort of stop for a 
moment, cause I wasn’t exactly sure what a 
Rule of Law Checklist actually is. …I am a 
practical person; I’m not somebody steeped 
in the law, as probably everybody else in 
this room is – I’m a practical person. And so, 
how do you connect the law, you know, the 
big concepts of rule of law, democracy and 
human rights, into something that actually 
makes people’s lives better? 

And so I love the fact that you are going to 
be presenting here practical things to think 
about to help guide this process in Ukraine. 
Because, as I think everybody in this room 
recognizes, this is hard stuff. You know, I 
think about my own country, and we’re com-
ing up on 231 years of – of independence, 
and trying to make our democracy a more 
perfect union. We’re still working on it, and 
we will continue working on it for another 
couple hundred years. So I’m really pleased 
that – that – to be here with all of you today.

…I arrived in Ukraine last summer, and 
constitutional and legislative amendments, 
with regard to Ukraine’s judiciary, had just 
been passed.

And, you know, I remember how happy 
people were. I mean, there was really a feel-
ing of elation — from high-level officials to 
civil society activists and ordinary citizens. 
Including, I have to say, the American busi-
ness community, but also, of course, local 
entrepreneurs, local businesses. 

Everyone felt these were historic reforms 
that would finally free Ukraine from its Soviet 
past. It was really wonderful for me to return 
to Ukraine at such a moment, and to begin 
my service as the U.S. ambassador to Ukraine 
at such a moment of hope and optimism.

In the year since, I’ve had the good for-
tune to travel around this beautiful country 
and talk with many Ukrainians from all 
walks of life.

And in those conversations, you know, you 
always learn a lot. In those conversations, I 
have to be honest. There’s been a little bit of 
disappointment, a little feeling of resignation 
creeping in. People are starting to wonder 
whether things are really gonna change, and 
is Ukraine moving forward, or is it slipping 
back? And, you know, I’ve got to tell the peo-
ple in this room, because you are the ones 
who are most involved in this process.

They are wondering about reforms in the 
justice sector. They are wondering whether 
it’s gonna be business as usual, or whether 
there is really going to be rule of law in 
Ukraine, as the Constitution foresees.

American investors and local folks have 
told me that they really think twice, three 
times, four times, about investing in the 
Ukrainian economy, because there’s no 
legal certainty that their investments will 
be secure, their contracts will be upheld, or 
that intellectual property will be protected.

Ukrainians citizens tell me there is no 
protection from the law when disputes 

arise, whether related to real estate, taxes, 
unfair labor practices. There are terrifying 
raider attacks, or other issues.

And law enforcement officers tell me 
that, in 60 percent of cases brought by the 
National Anti-Corruption Bureau of Ukraine 
and the Special Anti-Corruption Prosecutor, 
that 60 percent of the cases are stalled in 
the courts for unknown reasons. …

Today, Ukraine has an opportunity to estab-
lish a judiciary that truly meets the citizens’ 
demands for justice, equality before the law, 
an end to impunity for corruption, and above 
all, trust and confidence in the courts. …

Ukraine now has at its disposal the 
expertise, the resources and the tools to 
complete judicial reform. One such tool is 
this Rule of Law Checklist that would be 
presented today. 

It’s a checklist, it’s a start, but it can help 
move Ukraine towards its judicial reform 
goals in several [inaudible] ways:

It can be used to evaluate whether the 
selection of Supreme Court justices meets the 
highest standards of judicial independence 
and integrity. Reform is a massive job, and it 
is going to take years. We all understand that. 
But I can’t think of anything more important 
than selecting the right people to be the judg-
es of Ukraine, for Ukraine in the future. It is 
the number one priority right now, and so 
there can’t afford to be any doubts about the 
selection of those justices, about their inde-
pendence, about their integrity.

The checklist can also measure whether 
citizens and civil society are fully engaged 
in the judicial process reform so that the 
judiciary actually meets the needs of all cit-
izens, rich and poor, strong and weak.

It can determine whether all interested 
stakeholders are included in the process of 
creating the Anti-Corruption Court, anoth-
er huge priority, and that the court consists 
of qualified, ethical judges.

And this checklist can also be used to 
measure progress towards renewing the 
judicial corps through a competitive selec-
tion of judges at all levels.

So putting this checklist into practice 
will not only deepen the understanding of 
the rule of law, but also allow us to see 
whether we are achieving the reforms that 
Ukrainians have called for repeatedly.

Yes, we all understand that these are 
ambitious reforms, but the Ukrainian peo-
ple demanded ambitious reforms three 
years ago.

At the heart of these demands was a call 
for dignity, for fairness, that everybody live 
under one rule of law, whether it’s the peo-
ple on this podium, or the poorest individu-
als in – in society, that we are all subject to 
the same law. And that’s what judicial reform 
is all about, that’s what judicial reform seeks 
to address. 

In closing, I just want to say that I am tre-
mendously optimistic about Ukraine’s 
future. I think that this is a fabulous country, 
and the fact that all of you are here thinking 
about how to make rule of law and judicial 
reform a reality for Ukraine is really inspir-
ing. So I really believe that now is the time to 
keep on moving forward in implementing 
judicial reforms so that [a] bright Ukrainian 
future is realized.

U.S. ambassador, speaking about rule of law,
‘tremendously optimistic about Ukraine’s future’

And it is also true, the Moscow commen-
tator says, that many want to give the cor-
rect answer to any questions because they 
are convinced that the powers can monitor 
everything they say, even how they vote, 

and that the wrong answers can entail bad 
consequences.

“The phrase, ‘For the Motherland without 
Stalin’ generates discomfort for [Russians. 
They] do not want to hear or even more to 
repeat it,” Mr. Minkin concludes. “Because it 
can generate an unbidden association with 
some stupid unsanctioned cries of the type 
‘For Russia without Putin.’ ”

(Continued from page 6)

Rising Russian...

 NEWS ANALYSIS

by Alan Crosby
RFE/RL

Ukraine’s heavy reliance on Russian tech-
nology impairs its ability to adequately 
defend against cyberattacks such as the Petya 
virus ravaging computers around the world 
and has helped make the country ground 
zero on the front lines of the global cyberwar.

The “unprecedented” June 27 attack 
started in Ukraine, which hit government 
computer networks and websites of banks, 
major industrial enterprises, the postal ser-
vice, Kyiv’s international airport and its 
subway system – before spreading to other 
countries and international companies 
around the world.

Ukraine bore the brunt with more than 
60 percent of the attacks, with the virus 
even hitting radiation-monitoring systems 
at the shuttered Chornobyl power plant, 
site of the world’s worst-ever nuclear acci-
dent. Engineers were forced to use manual 
operating plans after the virus locked up its 
computer system.

Analysts from Microsoft and the 
Slovakian-based cybersecurity company 
ESET both said the attack targeted M.E.Doc, 
a Ukrainian tax-accounting software com-
pany, before the ransomware quickly 
spread to at least 64 other countries.

M.E.Doc first admitted its systems had 
been compromised, though it later denied 
being “patient zero” in the attack.

‘A test bed for attacks’

While the source of the attack using the 
Petya virus is still not clear, it was not the 
first to originate in Ukraine and probably 
won’t be the last to start there.

Petya is a version of the WannaCry virus, 
which also used the EternalBlue exploit to 

infiltrate systems and shut down more than 
200,000 computers in some 150 countries 
in May. The hackers that launched it 
demanded that users pay hundreds of dol-
lars to regain access to their computer and 
not lose data. 

Ukraine “is considered a test bed for 
attacks on major infrastructure. Targets 
over the years include the national power 
grid, national railway system, one of their 
major stock exchanges, and Boryspil, 
Ukraine’s busiest airport,” said Ryan Brack, 
a senior vice-president at Mercury Public 
Affairs and the co-organizer of the Global 
Cybersecurity Summit (GCS) held in the 
Ukrainian capital earlier this month.

Kyiv, which has repeatedly accused 
Russia of orchestrating attacks on its com-
puter systems and critical energy infra-
structure since Moscow annexed Ukraine’s 
Crimean Peninsula in 2014, has blamed the 
Kremlin for previous cyberattacks, includ-
ing one on its power grid at the end of 2015 
that left part of western Ukraine temporari-
ly without electricity.

Ukraine has also seen a number of 
cyberattacks on private companies and 
government systems, while a number of 
hacked government documents have 
appeared on the Internet.

Most notably, Russian hackers tried to 
influence Ukraine’s 2014 elections target-
ing voting infrastructure and using fake 
news reports to try to sway the outcome in 
what is widely seen as a precursor to tam-
pering attempts in recent elections in the 
United States and France.

Oleksandr Turchynov, the secretary of 
Ukraine’s Security and Defense Council, 
said there were signs of Russian involve-

Ukraine is “ground zero” 
for hackers in global cyberattacks

(Continued on page 9)
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by Oliya Zamaray
United Help Ukraine

When Russian aggression in Ukraine 
escalated into occupation of Ukrainian ter-
ritory, deadly conflicts and full-scale war, 
Ukrainian people at home and abroad 
joined together to defend the homeland.  
Courageous Ukrainian men and women 
took a stand against a foreign super-power 
and, by their example, inspired a group of 
Ukrainian Americans to support Ukraine in 
this difficult time. Founded in 2014, United 
Help Ukraine, Inc. (UHU) has existed to 
ensure that the people on the frontlines are 
cared for when they come home wounded, 
and that their families are supported when 
the fighters do not come home at all.  UHU 
also provides support for those displaced 
from eastern Ukraine by the fighting.

A charitable non-profit 501(c)(3), UHU 
is a 100-percent volunteer-based organiza-
tion.  Over the past three years, its volun-
teers have dedicated tremendous time and 
effort to fulfilling UHU’s four principal ini-
tiatives: 1) Medical Aid, 2) Defender’s Aid, 
3) Humanitarian Aid, and 4) Raising 
Awareness.  Thanks to their tireless work 
and the generosity of donors, UHU has 
raised more than $245,140 toward its four 
initiatives since the organization’s incep-
tion.  Together with hundreds of volunteer 
hours – and less than 0.7 percent of dona-
tions going toward operating costs – UHU 
has effectively funded numerous projects 
necessary to carry out its key objectives.

As part of its Medical Aid initiative, UHU 
purchased a state-of-the-art 3-D scanner 
and delivered it to the Nodus rehabilitation 
clinic in Kyiv.  The 3-D scanner is now used 
by Ukrainian doctors in their treatments of 
soldiers, including both drafted and volun-
teer warriors.  UHU also ships massive con-
tainers of medical supplies to Ukraine.  For 
example, in 2016, UHU shipped a 40-foot 
container with 20 pallets of medical sup-
plies donated by the Brother’s Brother 
Foundation.  Supplies were then distribut-
ed to various hospitals in Ukraine, with a 
special focus on hospitals close to the front-
lines.  UHU also works diligently to raise 
money to fund life-saving medical treat-
ment for wounded Ukrainian warriors.  In 
recent months, individual fighters were 
able to receive rehabilitation therapy, 
mobility vehicles and vital medical treat-
ment because UHU absorbed those costs.

In furtherance of its Defenders Aid ini-
tiative, UHU has supplied fighters on the 
frontlines with first aid kits, including 
gauze, blood-clotting medicine and combat 
application tourniquets.  The organization 
has also shipped uniforms, boots and ther-
mal clothing, as well as new socks, under-

garments and t-shirts to the wounded at 
Ukrainian hospitals.  

UHU’s Humanitarian Aid initiative 
touches the lives of men, women and chil-
dren affected by the war.  Through its ship-
ments of children’s clothing and toys, UHU 
was able to help the children of fallen pilots 
from Brody, the children of the Donbas 
Battalion defenders, the children of fallen 
warriors in the Kyiv region, and the chil-
dren in the Volyn region whose fathers 
were killed or are missing in action.  UHU’s 
supplies of adult clothing and medicine 
helped alleviate the burden on the families 
of fighters and the wounded in hospitals.

In response to its many efforts, UHU reg-
ularly receives touching letters of thanks, 
images of wounded warriors receiving the 
vital treatment they need and photographs 
of toys distributed to children.  These ges-
tures are priceless for UHU’s volunteers 
and generous donors.  As long as their 
homeland is under attack, UHU volunteers 
will stand by Ukraine’s people across the 
ocean and lend their unwavering support.

Finally, UHU works tirelessly in its 
Raising Awareness initiative to host events, 
organize fund-raisers and lead public pro-
tests.  To generate awareness about 
Russia’s war crimes and crimes against 
humanity in Ukraine, UHU has developed 
relationships with key decision-makers and 
stakeholders in the United States and 
Ukraine.  By partnering with the Embassy 
of Ukraine in Washington, for example, 
UHU is able to host high-profile fund-rais-
ing events which generate necessary capi-
tal for its programs while helping to carry 
its message through media outlets to the 
public at large.  UHU events occur regularly 
and are widely advertised on its website 
(www.unitedhelpukraine.org), on its 
Facebook page and in The Ukrainian 
Weekly. 

The diaspora answers: United Help Ukraine assists in the face of Russian aggression
 NEWS AND VIEWS

United Help Ukraine members, guests and donors gather following the April 22 clas-
sical piano concert to benefit Ukraine’s wounded soldiers.

Tamara Rudolph

United Help Ukraine members and community organizers gather following a political 
rally on the National Mall in Washington in February.

The musical ensemble Gerdan and Andrew Kraus perform a charitable concert at the 
Embassy of Ukraine in Washington on March 3. United Help Ukraine members, 
guests and donors gather to acknowledge the night’s charitable and musical accom-

plishments. 

ment in the June 27 cyberattack, though he did not give any direct 
evidence. Several large Russian companies were also hit in the attack.

Cyberattacks on Ukrainian infrastructure “should serve as a wake-
up call for all those responsible for the security of critical systems 
around the world,” according to Anton Cherepanov, a senior malware 
researcher at ESET.

Copyright 2017, RFE/RL Inc. Reprinted with the permission of Radio 
Free Europe/Radio Liberty, 1201 Connecticut Ave. NW, Washington DC 
20036; www.rferl.org (see https://www.rferl.org/a/ukraine-petya-
ransomware-cyberattack-ground-zero/28583 931.html).

(Continued from page 7)

Ukraine is “ground zero”...

The move was seen as a way to prevent Finland 
and Sweden from seeking NATO membership. 

In Warsaw, NATO pursued Russian deterrence 
while engaging in dialogue to avoid a new Cold War. 
Moscow was pursuing a similar course, but prefera-
bly not with NATO, but with separate member coun-
tries to try to split the alliance and promote a new 
“joint security architecture.”

At the time, Moscow was expecting elections in 
Germany and France to install Moscow-friendly gov-
ernments, and that U.S. presidential candidate Donald 

Trump would undermine NATO unity, resulting in 
Ukraine falling into the Kremlin’s lap.

Poland enraged Russia with its calls to work with 
Ukraine to bring it into NATO. Konstantin Kosachev, 
chairman of the Federation Council’s Foreign 
Relations Committee, accused “enemies of Russia,” 
including Poland, of “trying to pull Georgia, Ukraine 
and even Belarus into NATO, since they know how 
this irritates Russia.” Mr. Kosachev warned that if 
Ukraine was to begin the accession process, Russia in 
turn would form a military alliance with China.

Source: “Russia and the West engage in mutual 
deterrence,” by Pavel Felgenhauer (Eurasia Daily 
Monitor), The Ukrainian Weekly, July 24, 2016.

(Continued from page 6)

Turning...
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Meeting Metropolitan Andrey: UCU prepares a unique exhibit for the fall
by Iryna Naumets

In the fall, the consecration and opening of 
the newly built Metropolitan Andrey 
Sheptytsky Center of the Ukrainian Catholic 
University will take place. The Sheptytsky 
Center will be an intellectual meeting place for 
people from all over the city, a place of inter-
section for people from various cultural, schol-
arly and artistic environments. Discussions will 
be held here, contemporary musical groups 
will perform, and foreign and Ukrainian 
experts will give lectures. The first exhibit, 
titled “Sheptytsky among us” is very special. 

The director of the center, Oleh Yaskiv, 
here recounts how the metropolitan (1865-
1944) can speak to today’s youth through a 
non-traditional exhibit and can perhaps 
serve as a motivator.

What is the main idea of the exhibit 
and who developed it?

Inasmuch as we are naming the center 
after Andrey Sheptytsky, in order to sym-
bolically continue his life, the first exhibit 
will also be dedicated to his life and activi-
ties. The idea for the exhibit arose as a con-
tinuation of the concept of the Metropolitan 
Andrey Sheptytsky Center itself. Here, an 
educational mission will be carried out; this 

was always an important part of the metro-
politan’s life. 

Some of the best historians and research-
ers into Sheptytsky’s life and other scholars 
and artists joined the working group that 
developed the concept. A noted researcher 
of Sheptytsky’s life, historian Liliana 
Hentosh, is involved with the thematic con-
tent. The director of the Central Archive of 
the City of Lviv, Oksana Hayova, is preparing 
media materials. Two contemporary artists, 
author of modern performance art and 
installations Vlodko Kaufman and modern 
video artist Sergiy Petlyuk, are preparing 
the visual art component.

From the architectural point of view, the 
location of the center’s exhibition area 
makes it rather difficult to present tradi-
tional exhibits: glass and an open horizon 
surround it. So it will not have exhibits on 
walls, where photos will hang behind glass 
or exhibition items will stand on structures. 
The modern quality of the building encour-
ages a modern approach to exhibits. It will 
be artistic, using various types of multime-
dia – video, audio, installation and artifacts. 

The external part of the exhibit will 
reflect interesting facts from the metropoli-
tan’s life. The internal part gives the person 
a face-to-face meeting with Sheptytsky. The 

exhibit itself will be called “Ecce Homo” 
(behold, the human being), from the name 
of a painting by Adam Chmielowski that 
Sheptytsky himself commissioned – one of 
his favorites. It will be part of the exposi-
tion. There are many interesting details 
that I will not reveal before the opening, to 
maintain a certain intrigue.

What was the principle used to for-
mulate the content part of the exhibit? 
What audience are you aiming at?

At first, we decided to go the way of con-
trasts and paradoxes. But then we rejected 
this idea and relied on researchers of 
Sheptytsky and found the most important 
things. Of these most important things, 
some things will be familiar, but some 
things will be paradoxical and unfamiliar. 
We are hoping for a balanced exhibit.

The content part of the exhibit will con-
tain four key areas from the metropolitan’s 
life: culture, society, politics and religion. All 
four sections will be enhanced by important 
quotes or texts that illustrate Sheptytsky’s 
role. This will all be supported by audio and 
video materials from the chronicles of 
events in which the metropolitan participat-

ed. Sometimes it will be possible to hear his 
voice, to see film clips. On the outside, the 
exhibit will be framed with the most impor-
tant dates from Sheptytsky’s life.

Not overwhelming with content, the 
exhibit will be interesting for intellectuals, 
accessible to youth and new for the general 
public.

Researchers and historians know the 
most important facts about the metropoli-
tan’s life. Intellectuals know a little less, and 
youth even less. For the general public, 
almost everything will be new, because 
they don’t know details. So, it is likely that 
everyone will find something interesting.

Music will accompany the exhibit. This 
will focus attention on reading and hearing 
Sheptytsky. The team is now working 
together with composer Sviatoslav Lunyov, 
who wrote the music for the project 
“Shadows of Forgotten Ancestors.” It is 
expected that this will be music of a medi-
tative, heavenly character with modernized 
religious motifs.

Metropolitan Andrey was a fairly 
modern personality in religious circles. 
He knew how to find a balance between 
conservatives and modernists. Will this 
be reflected in some way in the exhibit?

We want to bring Sheptytsky closer to 
people, in particular in the culture section. 
He financially supported many artists. 
Quotations will reflect his generosity, orga-
nizational talent, desire to educate and 
foresight.

Yes, truly, in religious circles he was a 
fairly free person, who thought globally. This 
was a person of global scale. Ukrainians do 
not have many figures like this, whom they 
can show to other peoples and present as an 
example of someone who can in such an 
exceptionally difficult situation maintain 
human dignity and serve his own people, 
who can reconcile extremes. In this area he 
was modern, but in his understanding of 
modern art he remained conservative. 

Paradoxically, though remaining a tradi-
tionalist in his life, he supported modern-
ists. He gave scholarships to artists Oleksa 
Novakivsky and Mykhaylo Boychuk. Seeing 

Oleh Yaskiv, director of the soon-to-be-
opened Metropolitan Andrey Sheptytsky 
Center of the Ukrainian Catholic 
University, is seen with UCU’s new 
University Church of the Holy Wisdom of 

God in the background.

Work is being done on the exterior of the new Metropolitan Andrey Sheptytsky 
Center of the Ukrainian Catholic University.

Oleksandr Laskin

German publication documents displaced persons of World War II
by Alexander Nalencz

PHILADELPHIA – Toward the end of 2016 the German 
publishing house Verlag Jörg Mitzkat published a 360-page 
illustrated and well-documented study by Ernst Würzburger 
titled “Zwangsarbeit im Kreis Höxter: Fremdarbeiter. 
Displaced Persons. Heimatlose Ausländer“ (Forced Labor in 
the Höxter Region: Foreign Workers. Displaced Persons. 
Stateless Foreigners). The work is of great interest to Poles, 
Ukrainians and other Slavic peoples who found themselves 
in Germany during and after World War II. 

The author is a well-known German historian who set 
himself the goal of acquainting the younger generation of 
Germans with the horrors and injustices of the Third Reich 
and the post-World War II fate of the millions of uprooted 
people whose destiny is still largely unknown and whose tri-
als, tribulations and sacrifices remain unappreciated. 

The city of Höxter is located on the River Weser in north 
Germany, in the state of Westphalia. It was the site of a large 
international refugee camp. In the beginning of 1950 some 
700 displaced persons from other camps in the British zone 
of Germany were brought to the barracks of the Höxter DP 
camp from which most of them eventually emigrated to the 
New World.

In addition to ample archival documents and other sourc-
es, such as newspaper articles and letters, the author was 
able to find some former denizens of the camp who are still 
alive today, among them the Pole Czesław Parchatko who at 
the age of 14 was brought as a forced laborer to a farmer in 
the region where he bore witness to the end of the war; the 

Polish woman Ewa Chrobak, whom he found in Poland and 
who contributed several photographs featured in the book; 
and the Ukrainian Leonid Rudnytzky, who came with his 
parents and grandfather, the Rev. Leonid Lushnycky, to 
Höxter in 1950 and from where he and his mother eventual-
ly emigrated to the United States. 

In his introduction to the German-language tome, the 
author expresses his gratitude to the above mentioned for 
their memoirs and their photographs, which are featured in 
the book. 

Of special interest to Ukrainians is the sub-chapter titled, 
“From a Stateless Foreigner to an American Professor,” 
which offers memoirs of Dr. Rudnytzky from that particular 
period (pp. 320 – 323). 

Among the other Ukrainians featured is the notable 
Shevchenko scholar Pavlo Zaitsev, who lived in Höxter under 
the pseudonym Jerzy Abramowitsch and later became pro-
fessor of Ukrainian literature at the Ukrainian Free 
University in Munich. Today, Mr. Zaitsev is known primarily 
for his groundbreaking study on Taras Shevchenko, pub-
lished in English by the University of Toronto Press in 1988 
in an edited and abridged translation by George S.N. Luckyj. 

Mr. Würzburger’s study “Forced Labor in the Höxter 
Region: Foreign Workers. Displaced Persons. Stateless 
Foreigners” is truly a gold mine for historians of World War 
II and its aftermath. Its value is perhaps best assessed by the 
contemporary German historian, Wolfgang Jacobmeyer, in 
the statement: “I believe that a society which is only partially 
informed about its past will not be able to solve its problems 
properly in the future.” (p. 16)

(Continued on page 11)

Cover of a recently released German book about dis-
placed persons.
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Session at Canadian Association of Slavists conference highlights innovations in Slavic studies
ULEC

TORONTO ― A session titled “New 
Developments and Innovations in Slavic 
Studies” was held on May 28 as part of the 
annual conference of the Canadian 
Association of Slavists (CAS), which took 
place at Ryerson University in Toronto on 
May 27-29. The session was sponsored by 
the Ukrainian Language Education Center 
(ULEC), which is a research unit of the 
Canadian Institute of Ukrainian Studies 
(CIUS) at the University of Alberta (U of A). 

As pointed out by presenter Daria 
Polianska (Ph.D. candidate at U of A), post-
er sessions [in which speakers present 
their information in a form of a poster, dis-
cuss the topic for three to five minutes and 
then allow the audience to chat with each 
presenter] “help build the bridge between 
disciplines and create an interactive envi-
ronment where participants and attendees 
can exchange practices and experiences, as 
well as enhance the visual representation 
of their research.” Facilitating information-
sharing and network-building, the seven 
presentations comprising the session 
explored new initiatives in Slavic programs, 
including the integration of technology. 

Four of these presentations focused on 
modern-day language learning and teach-
ing. Veta Chitnev (University of British 
Columbia) addressed hybrid Russian lan-
guage courses for beginners, explaining 
how redesigning the course allowed for 

several benefits, including increased learn-
ing-hours and decreased costs of course 
materials for students. 

Olena Sivachenko (U of A) discussed a 
new, technologically enhanced Ukrainian 
language course for beginners, which 
employs a blended learning model to maxi-
mize students’ engagement in and out of 
the classroom (Podorozhi.UA). 

Natalie Kononenko and Daria Polianska 
spoke about digital teaching tools and their 
team’s project “UkraineAlive/Shkola 

Zhyva,” a website created to help teachers 
instructing on Ukraine (particularly for 
Grade 3 Social Studies teachers in Alberta). 

Alla Nedashkivska (U of A) described her 
open-access e-textbook for advanced stu-
dents of Business Ukrainian, recently pub-
lished by the University of Alberta Press 
(2016). Created with the modern student 
in mind, Prof. Nedashkivska’s e-textbook 
provides an online platform for students to 
learn business-related Ukrainian-language 
skills ― from how to write a resume and 

prepare for a job interview in Ukraine, to 
dealing with banks and insurance. 

Prof. Nedashkivska, who is the acting 
director of ULEC and a professor in the U of 
A’s Modern Languages and Cultural Studies 
Department, said she was “impressed with 
the many new initiatives taking place in 
Slavic studies across Canada and the U.S.: 
new courses, ground-breaking programs, 
as well as exciting new tools and learning 
resources.” She added that she was 
“inspired by the great discussion, inspiring 
ideas, and truly hope[s] that we will contin-
ue our dialogue at future conferences.” 

New initiatives in Slavic programs were 
the topic of three presentations during the 
poster session. Jane Frances Hacking 
(University of Utah, Salt Lake) offered an 
overview of her new course, “Russia and Asia: 
Expanding Russian Program Curriculum 
Eastwards.” Julia Rochtchina, University of 
Victoria (UVic), presented on the new Test of 
Russian as a Foreign Language (TRFL) center 
in Victoria, which is the first such center in 
North America. Megan Swift (UVic) spoke 
about the new M.A. programs in Slavic studies 
and Holocaust studies at UVic; the latter is the 
first of its kind in Canada. 

The first-ever addition of the poster ses-
sions at the annual CAS Conference was 
well received. Presenters and audience 
members approved the new initiative and 
expressed their desire to continue this 
mode of presentation at next year’s confer-
ence in Regina, Saskatchewan. 

 Alla Nedashkivska (center) introduces poster session participant Daria Pоlianska. Alla Nedashkivska (left) and Olena Sivachenko showcase their posters. 

Participants and audience of the poster session.

talent, Sheptytsky did not worry if the 
young man painted what the metropolitan 
himself liked, but, above all, he felt a need 
to help. And in this he was unsurpassed. He 
stood outside of his times.

How would you underline the mis-
sion of this exhibit? What does it have to 
say to youth?

The exhibit should present Sheptytsky 
as a person close to youth. It should 
remove “the bronze plaque” in front of him 
and show simple things about him that you 
can empathize with, his pains, weaknesses, 
sufferings. It should put him right in the 
middle of the center, not only in name but 
also in the essence of this building. Yes, we 
live with gadgets of the 21st century, but 
Sheptytsky is here among us. He teaches 
us. We read his words, and they influence 
us. The 100 years that separate us will dis-
appear. He is a living person whom we can 
take as a model so we can be useful, and a 
great figure for our people.

So, would you like this exhibit to stim-
ulate the imitation of Sheptytsky?

Of course, we’d like that. I always dream 
that, of the exhibit’s thousands of visitors, it 
would be decisive in someone’s life, that 
someone would make some life-changing 
decision, come in as one person and leave 
as another. Perhaps this will happen. But 
for the majority, this will be an acquain-
tance with Sheptytsky, an opportunity to 
feel that the metropolitan is among us.

When does the exhibit open and how 
long will it last?

The exhibit opens on September 10 on 
the occasion of the opening of the 
Metropolitan Andrey Sheptytsky Center at 
the Ukrainian Catholic University. It will 
last three-four months, until winter. Later 
there will be another exhibit or an area of 
book presentations.

The opening of the Metropolitan Andrey 
Sheptytsky Center is happening as part of 
UCU’s Celebrations of the culmination of the 
university’s Comprehensive Campaign. 

To see the program for UCU’s Celebration 
Week and for additional information, go to: 
http://ucef.org/event/celebration-week-in-lviv/

(Continued from page 10)

Meeting...

“This was obviously a vendetta by the 
Kremlin,” Oleksiy Melnyk, co-director of for-
eign relations and international security 
programs for the Razumkov Center policy 
center, told The Ukrainian Weekly by 
phone. Over the years, Col. Khararberiush 
“made the enemy’s life really hard.”

Put together, the three deaths in car blasts 
“are obviously a trend,” added Mr. Melnyk. 
“They were coordinated from abroad, most 
likely by Moscow, but not necessarily carried 
out by Russians… it could have been done by 
Ukrainian [collaborators].”

In a similar manner, a Belarusian jour-
nalist, Pavel Sheremet, who was living and 
reporting in Ukraine, died in a car explo-
sion on July 20, 2016, in Kyiv during his 
morning commute to work. 

His killing remains unsolved. Journalist-
turned-member of Parliament Mustafa 
Nayyem said at the time that it was “an 
ordered hit.”

“One can kill many ways – quietly, insidi-
ously without… drawing attention to the 

process,” the national deputy said on 
Facebook.

The United Nations’ latest report says 
that over 10,100 people – a “conservative” 
estimate – have been killed in Russia’s war 
against Ukraine and up to 2 million people 
have been uprooted from their homes. 

(Continued from page 1)

Moscow’s...

Col. Yuriy Voznyi of the Security Service 
of Ukraine.

Security Service of Ukraine
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Merkel shared his determination to resolve 
the conflict, adding that he disagrees with 
U.S. Secretary of State Rex Tillerson’s view 
that the hostilities in Ukraine could be 
resolved outside of the Minsk agreement 
framework. Mr. Tillerson told U.S. lawmak-
ers on June 14 that “it is very possible that 
the government of Ukraine and the govern-
ment of Russia could come to a satisfactory 
resolution through some structure other 
than Minsk that achieve Minsk.” He told the 
House Foreign Affairs Committee, “My cau-
tion is I wouldn’t want to handcuff ourselves 
to Minsk if the parties decide to settle this 
through a different agreement.” Mr. Macron 
also insisted that France refuses to recog-
nize Russia’s illegal annexation of the 
Ukrainian region of Crimea in March 2014, 
saying, “France is committed to Ukraine’s 
sovereignty with its recognized borders.” 
The comments come two days after Russian 
President Vladimir Putin visited Crimea on 
a trip that Kyiv condemned as a violation of 
its sovereignty. Mr. Poroshenko called for 
the release of Ukrainians held by separatists 
in the eastern Ukrainian regions of Luhansk 
and Donetsk, as well as in Russia. “One hun-
dred and twenty-eight Ukrainian captives 
are held on the occupied territory and more 
than 40 in Russian jails,” he said. “We would 
expect that a revival of the consultations in 
the Normandy format will enable us to 
achieve instant progress in this highly sensi-
tive area.” (RFE/RL, with reporting by 
Reuters, AFP, Interfax, and TASS)

U.S.: Separatists ‘harass’ OSCE monitors

WASHINGTON – The United States has 
accused Russia-backed separatists in east-
ern Ukraine of a campaign of “violence and 
harassment” against international monitors 
aimed at preventing them from reporting 
truce violations. U.S. State Department 
spokeswoman Heather Nauert said on June 
22 that Washington was “deeply concerned” 
about the situation, describing the separat-
ists as “Russian-led, Russian-funded and 
Russian-trained.” Ms. Nauert said that on 
June 20 separatist forces fired at retreating 
Organization for Security and Cooperation 
in Europe (OSCE) vehicles carrying moni-
tors, and in April an American paramedic 
accompanying the monitors was killed 
when his truck hit an explosive. “The inci-
dents are part of a broader effort to keep the 
international community from seeing what 
is happening in eastern Ukraine,” she said. 
“We call on Russia to use its influence to end 
this campaign of intimidation and honor its 
commitment to allow free, full, and safe 
access to the OSCE monitors.” (RFE/RL, 
based on reporting by AFP and Reuters)

Two soldiers killed despite ceasefire 

KYIV – The Ukrainian military has said 
that two soldiers were killed and two 
wounded in the eastern part of the country 
despite a ceasefire that began on June 23. 
In a statement posted on Facebook on June 
24, the military accused anti-government 
rebels of firing artillery rounds in both the 
Luhansk and Donetsk regions. The state-
ment did not provide details about the 
casualties. The two sides and representa-
tives of Moscow and the Organization for 
Security and Cooperation in Europe (OSCE) 
agreed on the ceasefire on June 21. It is 
intended to last until August 31 to allow 
locals to harvest crops. Representatives of 
the Russia-backed rebels on June 24 
accused government forces of violating the 
ceasefire 10 times, adding that information 
about the purported violations had been 
sent to the OSCE monitors. The conflict in 
eastern Ukraine has claimed more than 
10,000 lives since it began in early 2014, 
shortly after Moscow annexed the 
Ukrainian region of Crimea. (RFE/RL, with 
reporting by AFP)

Defense deals with U.S. to be signed soon 

WASHINGTON – Ukrainian President 
Petro Poroshenko has said that representa-
tives from U.S. President Donald Trump’s 
administration have agreed to visit Kyiv “in 
the near future” and will sign “very impor-
tant” defense agreements. Speaking after 
talks at the Pentagon in Washington on 
June 21, Mr. Poroshenko said U.S. Defense 
Secretary Jim Mattis and Vice-President 
Mike Pence told him that the visit to Kyiv by 
key members of the Trump administration 
would take place during the next two to 
three months. “Very important agreements 
will be signed, including agreements on 
defense cooperation, including an agree-
ment on defense procurement, and an 
agreement on military-technical coopera-
tion,” Mr. Poroshenko noted. (RFE/RL, 
based on reporting by Reuters, Interfax-
Ukraine, and Interfax)

Over 40,000 troops in occupied Donbas 

WASHINGTON – Ukrainian President 
Petro Poroshenko reported that over 
40,000 Russian regular troops and Russian-
backed military forces are now deployed in 
occupied areas in Ukraine, according to Fox 
News. “We have a very well-coordinated 
exchange of intelligence data with NATO, 
with the U.S., with our European partners. 
Today we have more than 3,000 regular 
Russian troops on my territory, plus the 
Russian-operated proxies – all together 
more than 40,000,” Mr. Poroshenko told 
Fox News in an exclusive interview amid 
his working visit to Washington on June 20. 
He also reported on the presence of 
Russian military hardware in the occupied 
areas. “And we have more [Russian] tanks, 
more multi-rocket launch systems, more 
artillery on this occupied territory than the 
Bundeswehr in Germany,” he added. 
(UNIAN) 

Manafort registers as foreign agent 

WASHNGTON – U.S. President Donald 
Trump’s former campaign chairman, Paul 
Manafort, has registered as a foreign agent 
for consulting work he did for the political 
party of former Ukrainian President Viktor 
Yanukovych. Mr. Manafort said in a Justice 
Department filing that his firm, DMP 
International, received more than $17 mil-
lion from the Party of Regions, the pro-Rus-
sian former ruling party, for consulting 
work from 2012 through 2014. Mr. 
Manafort is the second member of the 
Trump campaign to register as a foreign 
agent. In March, former national security 
adviser Michael Flynn registered with the 
Justice Department for work his consulting 
firm performed for a Turkish businessman. 
Mr. Manafort headed Trump’s campaign for 
about five months until August and 
resigned from the campaign immediately 
after the Associated Press reported on his 
firm’s covert Washington lobbying opera-
tion on behalf of Ukraine’s ruling political 
party. He is one of several people linked to 
the Trump campaign who are under scruti-
ny by a special counsel and congressional 
committees investigating Russian meddling 
in the 2016 campaign and potential coordi-
nation with Trump associates. Mr. Manafort 
has denied any coordination with Russia 
and has said his work in Ukraine was not 
related to the campaign. Under U.S. law, 
people who represent foreign political 
interests and seek to influence U.S. public 
opinion and policy are required to register 
with the Justice Department before they 
perform any work. Manafort’s registration 
comes more than three years after he com-
pleted his work. In the filing, Mr. Manafort 
said that his company’s work was mostly 
focused on domestic Ukrainian politics as 
part of its work for Mr. Yanukovych’s Party 
of Regions. Mr. Manafort’s filing repeatedly 

(Continued on page 15)
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states that his firm worked “to advance the 
goal of greater political and economic inte-
gration between Ukraine and the West.” Mr. 
Manafort’s firm also acknowledged that it 
had some involvement with a Brussels-
based nonprofit called the European Centre 
for Modern Ukraine, saying that it provided 
“advice” to the entity. (RFE/RL, with 
reporting by AP, DPA and The Washington 
Post)

Lavrov cites “Russophobic mania”

MOSCOW – Russian Foreign Affairs 
Minister Sergei Lavrov has denounced new 
sanctions the United States announced 
against 38 people fighting with and sup-
porting Russia-backed separatists in east-
ern Ukraine. “It in no way helps to improve 
the atmosphere. The sanctions were 
imposed for no apparent reason, again,” Mr. 
Lavrov said after meeting with his French 
counterpart in Moscow on June 20. “I can 
express nothing but regrets about such 
Russophobic mania of our American col-
leagues. It goes beyond all bound,” he said. 
The Trump administration announced the 
new sanctions the same day that Ukrainian 
President Petro Poroshenko met with U.S. 
President Donald Trump for the first time 
at the White House. U.S. Treasury Secretary 

Steven Mnuchin said the penalties were 
designed to “maintain pressure on Russia 
to work toward a diplomatic solution” in 
Ukraine. Russian Deputy Minister of 
Foreign Affairs Sergei Ryabkov said in an 
interview with Interfax that the new sanc-
tions will backfire. “The sanctions that have 
been applied supposedly in the interest of 
settling the situation in southeastern 
Ukraine play into the hands of forces in 
Kyiv that are absolutely not interested in 
any settlement,” he said. (RFE/RL, based on 
reporting by AP, TASS and Interfax)

Ryan on meeting with Parubiy

WASHINGTON – House Speaker Paul 
Ryan (R-Wis.) on June 15 met with 
Ukraine’s Verkhovna Rada Chairman 
Andriy Parubiy, and the leaders signed a 
memorandum of understanding reaffirm-
ing the U.S. Congress-Rada Parliamentary 
Exchange (CRPE). After the meeting, Rep. 
Ryan issued the following statement: “I was 
proud to join Speaker Parubiy to renew our 
interparliamentary ties with the Rada. This 
mutually beneficial program fosters closer 
political, economic, and security relations 
between our legislatures. Amid ongoing 
aggression from Russia, close coordination 
with the people and government of Ukraine 
is more important than ever. I appreciate 
Speaker Parubiy’s commitment to 
strengthening this critical partnership.” 
(Press Office of the Speaker of the House)

(Continued from page 14)
NEWSBRIEFS

У 40-ий день 
відходу на Вічну Ватру 

сп. Блаженнішого 

Любомира Гузара
члена пластового Загону „Червона Калина“

Крайова Пластова Старшина в США
глибоко сумує і закликає всіх пластунів 

жити яскравим прикладом та словами 
пластуна-сеніора, Архиєпископа-емерита 

УГКЦ,  „…жити чесно, жити творчо“.

Вибраний Господом Богом, глава Української 
греко-католицької церкви, від юних літ, коли 

у таборі переселенців у Лєксенфельд, в Австрії, 
активно включився у пластове життя, дотримувався 

пластових присяг та був вірним Богові і Україні.  
В історії Пласту, у вічній пам’яті, золотими буквами 

буде записаний Блаженніший 
друг Любомир Гузар 

– як пластун, що не зламав своїх присяг!

Тихо спи, без тривог! 

Готуйсь!
Сильно!  Красно!  Обережно!  Бистро!

Вічна Йому Пам’ять!

Genadij Syzonenko
born May 27, 1936

Popasna, Luhansk region, Ukraine

In deep sorrow:

wife  – Valentina, neé Belimenko

son    – Walter with wife Christine and children 
     Mykola with wife Jessica, Katerina, Alexander

son   – Victor with children Steven, Carolyn, Andrew

son   – Paul with wife Brenda and children Peter and John

brother  – Anatolij with wife Jean and family

The funeral was held on Friday, June 30, 2017, at the St. Andrew 
Memorial Church, with interment at St. Andrew Cemetery, 
S. Bound Brook, NJ.

In lieu of fl owers, the family asks for donations towards the 

Ukrainian History and Education Center – Museum Fund, 
135 Davidson Ave., Somerset NJ  08873.

May his memory be eternal!

With great sadness we inform you
of the repose in the Lord

on Tuesday, June 27, 2017
of our dear father, grandfather and brother
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“Out of the Studio” features experimental and improvisational music
by Ihor Slabicky

NEW YORK – The “Bandura Downtown” 
series at The Ukrainian Museum in New 
York City concluded its 11th season on 
Friday, May 12, with an innovative concert 
dubbed “Out of the Studio: Process and 
Practice.” The evening featured a series of 
experimental and improvisational pieces in 
solo and duo performances by Julian 
Kytasty, Katja Kolcio, Oksana Kazmina, Jurij 
Fedynskyj and Solomiya Moroz. 

World-renowned as a composer, singer, 
kobzar, bandurist, flutist and conductor, Mr. 
Kytasty is also the founder of the New York 
Bandura Ensemble and “Bandura 
Downtown.” His career as a solo artist and 
bandura teacher has taken him all over the 
world. The author of original compositions 
and arrangements that have entered the 
standard repertoire of bandurists around 
the world, he has been described as “the 
finest representative of the kobzar tradition 
in the Western hemisphere.” 

Ms. Kolcio is an associate professor of 
dance at Connecticut-based Wesleyan 

University, and an associate professor at its 
College of the Environment. Drawing on a 
background in politics, international rela-
tions and sciences, she has created works 
with Mr. Kytasty in which she bridges tradi-
tional and contemporary Ukrainian arts 
through physical engagement and creativi-
ty. Her latest research focuses on the cur-
rent social and political change in Ukraine. 

Collaborating with Ms. Kolcio was Ms. 
Kazmina, a film director, visual artist and 
performer based in Kyiv. She is a visiting 
assistant professor of film studies at 
Wesleyan University. She graduated from 
the Faculty of Journalism at Ivan Franko 
Lviv National University, the Faculty of TV 
Directing at Karpenko-Kary Kyiv National 
Theater, Film and Television University, and 
the Moving Academy for Performing Arts in 
Amsterdam. Ms. Kazmina explores differ-
ent movement techniques, such as butoh, 
contemporary dance, instant composing 
and body-mind centering. 

Mr. Fedynskyj is a composer, torbanist, 
bandurist and singer-songwriter, producer, 
bandleader, luthier and teacher. Born in the 

United States, he moved to Ukraine specifi-
cally to pursue a career in Ukrainian folk-
lore and traditional music. There, he found-

ed a guild of instrument makers and per-
formers in the village of Kryachkivka. 

Ms. Moroz is a Canadian artist who is 
pursuing a Ph.D. in music composition at 
the University of Huddersfield in the United 
Kingdom. With an interest in the hybrid 
forms of sound in mixed, electronic and 
instrumental music, her work tends to 
progress towards the expansion of the 
music medium towards cross-disciplinary 
and interdisciplinary media, while expand-
ing the role of the musicians and artists 
within them.

The evening opened in The Ukrainian 
Museum’s atrium with an introduction by 
Mr. Kytasty, after which the bandurist 
played one of  the introspective 
“Improvisations” from his newly released 
album “Nights in Banduristan.” 

On their way to their seats, audience 
members walked through the museum gal-
leries where they had close encounters 
with dancers Ms. Kolcio and Ms. Kazmina, 
and bandurist Mr. Fedynskyj. 

With the attendees seated in the main 
gallery,  Ms. Moroz presented her 
“Postcards From Lviv.” This work featured 
a video of a walking tour through Lviv that 
was projected on layered screens. As she 
walked through the performance space, 
the small speaker she carried played back 
street sounds that she had collected there, 
adding atmospheric audio to the visuals of 
the city.

Ms. Kolcio and Ms. Kazmina performed 
an improvisational dance work that includ-
ed videos and projections. Members of the 
audience were given small video cameras 
with which they filmed the dancers, their 
video streams being fed back onto the 
screen projections. A sheer scrim in front of 
the projection screen added multi-layered 
depth to the visuals. Combined with the 
movements of the two dancers, the effect 
was kaleidoscopic and multi-sensory.

Mr. Fedynskyj followed, playing tradi-
tional instruments that he had built. On the 
early bandura, he played the epic song 
“Duma Pro Marusiu Boholsavku.” He then 
switched to the torban and performed “Vsi 
Pokoyu Schyro Prahnut,” a work that is 
attributed to Hetman Ivan Mazepa. As he 
was playing the last notes, Mr. Kytasty, seat-
ed across the room, began playing his ban-
dura. He was joined by Ms. Moroz on flute 
and electronic processors. Together, they 
wove “Untitled Improvisation,” an electro-
acoustic duet that featured Mr. Kytasty on 
the Kharkiv bandura and Ms. Moroz on 
flute and effects. The result was mesmeriz-
ing, with the now “electric” bandura at 
times sounding like a piano, the flute’s 

Julian Kytasty and Solomiya Moroz perform 
during “Out of the Studio: Process and Practice” 

at The Ukrainian Museum on May 12.

Jurij Fedynskyj plays the torban 
during “Out of the Studio: 

Process and Practice.” 

Ihor Slabicky

(Continued on page 18)
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Ukrainian hockey hero: 
Johnny Bower

Johnny Bower was named one of The 
NHL’s 100, the top 100 players in the history 
of the National Hockey League’s 100 years of 
existence. This is the second in a series fea-
turing the six Ukrainian hockey stars select-
ed to this elite group.

The National Hockey League recently 
selected him as one of the game’s top-15 
goaltenders of all time, yet he didn’t make it 
in the world’s top circuit until he was 35 
years old, as a rookie with the Toronto 
Maple Leafs in 1959. This was after a brief 
stint with the New York Rangers in which 
he failed to impress.

Back in those olden days of the “Original 
Six” there were only six full-time goaltend-
ing positions in the NHL as clubs did not yet 
carry back-up netminders. It was not simply 
being good enough to stop pucks at an elite 
level – opportunities were quite scarce.

Bower’s chance finally came about when 
the Punch Imlach regime took over in 
Toronto. The combination of Imlach’s 
shrewd management and Bower’s prowess 
in net propelled the Maple Leafs to four 
Stanley Cup championships. During his 
career, Johnny posted a goals against aver-
age of 2.52, winning 251 of 552 games. He 
was selected an NHL All-Star five times and 
shared the Vezina Trophy (top goalie) in 
1965.

It was a decade-long struggle in Toronto 
during the 1950s until Bower came aboard 
in 1959. Suddenly the team became a win-
ning force, going to the Stanley Cup finals in 
his first season, where a near-perfect 
Montreal squad bested the Leafs. Two years 
later came Bower’s career year: 33 victories 
and a 2.50 goals against average. A person-
ally rewarding year resulted in team disap-
pointment when Toronto was quickly 
bounced from the 1961 playoffs.

The setback proved temporary as 
Bower’s play in goal helped carry the Maple 
Leafs to three successive Stanley Cup cham-
pionships in 1962, 1963 and 1964. By then 
he was the toast of the town, famously 
admired as the crazy goalie that regularly 
would dive head first into the skates of an 
opposing forward in an attempt to poke-
check the puck away. Of course, back then, 
goaltenders did not wear protective masks, 
which made Bower’s diving even more 
dangerous and illogical.

His popularity grew by leaps and 
bounds thanks to Hockey Night in Canada, 
a weekly national television broadcast fea-

turing an NHL contest, usually involving 
Toronto. At the time, an entire country 
could acquaint itself with the wily wonder 
tending goal for the Leafs.

The Bower-Sawchuk tandem

Bower’s tenure in Toronto lasted anoth-
er five years, through 1969. After the three 
Cup-winning years, a graying Bower was 
relegated to sharing netminding chores 
with a compatriot, the venerable Terry 
Sawchuk, himself enjoying the twilight 
years of a superb career. The 1964-1965 
season was Bower’s 20th pro campaign, 
but was recounted as a career highlight 
because he got to share time with Sawchuk. 
At age 40, Johnny was not too old to learn 
some new tricks of the trade that he picked 
up watching and practicing with perhaps 
the greatest goalie of all time.

The duo shocked the hockey world by 
going all the way to the 1967 Stanley Cup 
final. In the year that Canada celebrated 
100 years of nationhood, Toronto and 
Montreal were matched up in an all-Cana-
dian final series. The Maple Leafs squad, 
comprising mostly old veterans, was a huge 
underdog against the powerhouse 
Canadiens outfit, only to prove the experts 
wrong by willing its way to one final title. 
Ironically, this was the franchise’s last Cup 
triumph and is held in very high esteem to 
this very day by diehard Leafs fans.

Toronto’s Stanley Cup final win over 

Montreal featured a squad full of 30-some-
things who had survived a heated battle 
despite a slew of serious injuries. Playing 
one more game in the series would have 
probably resulted in a Leafs loss.

Retirement finally came for Bower in 
1969 with a dutiful enshrinement into 
Hockey’s Hall of Fame seven years later. A 
true fan favorite, Bower continues to be one 
of the most popular Maple Leafs ever.

The early days

The young man born as John Kishkan 
almost encountered tragedy after lying 
about his age because of a desire to fight for 
his country in World War II. Johnny was 
originally listed as part of the 6,000 soldier 
mission to invade Normandy at the port of 
Dieppe. The end result of this disaster saw 
some 3,400 men killed, wounded or taken 
prisoner.

Johnny was spared from the mission 
because of a respiratory infection that had 
infected his company of infantrymen. 
Eighteen at the time, he was spared his 
freedom and life along with some eight oth-
ers in his company.

During his lengthy military commitment, 
Johnny’s hands degenerated from severe 
arthritis, eventually leading to a release 
from the army. The fact that he was able to 
hold a goalie stick, let alone play any level 
of a sport like hockey, was nearly beyond 
belief. Later in his career Bower admitted 
his stick hand would swell up to the point it 
would take him an hour to open it up again 
and regain full feeling.

Arthritis aside, Bower went on to be one 
of hockey’s most efficient and smooth goal-
ies after persevering and paying his dues 

for a long time. It took 13 seasons of prov-
ing himself in the minor leagues before he 
earned a spot in the NHL. The American 
Hockey League anointed him its MVP and 
top goaltender three times. His sole season 
with the Western Hockey League’s 
Vancouver organization also saw him earn 
top net-minder honors.

In essence, Johnny Bower enjoyed a pair 
of superlative careers stopping pucks. First 
came the minor league circuit with some 
13 years of riding buses, followed by 11 
seasons of trains and planes with the NHL’s 
Leafs. His pro hockey career of defending 
his net against opposing skaters’ shots fol-
lowed his military stretch, where he 
defended his allies against enemy artillery. 
He survived both with much proficiency 
and some serious luck.

Bower bits: Johnny played his junior 
hockey in Prince Albert, Saskatchewan 
(also his birthplace), having paid his dues 
with the AHL’s Cleveland Barons and 
Providence Reds. In January 2004, he was 
featured on a postage stamp as part of an 
NHL All-Stars collection. In 2005, the Royal 
Canadian Mint featured Bower on a non-
circulating 50-cent coin as part of a four-
coin Leafs legend set. In 2007, Bower 
received a star on Canada’s Walk of Fame. 
His statue, along with 11 other great Leafs 
players, sits outside Air Canada Center. He 
holds the Toronto franchise record for most 
community appearances by a Leafs alum-
nus. Born November 8, 1924, he is 92 years 
young. He changed his name from Kishkan 
to Bower when he first turned pro to make 
it easier for sportswriters.

Ihor Stelmach may be reached at
 iman@sfgsports.com

Tickets – $95.00 per person, payable to USMHOF 
Tickets will NOT be sold at the door.

Send payment to: Ukrainian Sport Museum Banquet
   60C North Jefferson Rd., Whippany, NJ 07981 

Event details include banquet with Hall of Fame induction ceremony, silent auction and other surprises.

For tickets, table reservations 
and sponsorship details please contact 

Ukrainian Sports Museum and Hall of Fame:

UKRSPORTHOF@gmail.com
973 919 1322  •  973 989 5800. 

More information will be available at   http://www.ukrainiansportshalloffameandmuseum.com/hall-of-fame.html

2nd UKRAINIAN SPORTS HALL OF FAME INDUCTION BANQUET 

Saturday, September 16, 2017 at 6:00 pm
Ukrainian American Cultural Center of New Jersey, 60C North Jefferson Rd., Whippany, NJ 07981

Maple Leafs goalie Johnny Bower in a photo illustration released by the NHL as it 
honors its 100 greatest players.

NHL.com

Goalie Terry Sawchuk, when he played 
for the Maple Leafs.
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BALTIMORE – Proving you’re never 
too old to have fun, the members of the 
Ukrainian American Senior Citizens 
Association in Philadelphia plan day 
excursions to various interesting plac-
es to explore and enjoy.

On Tuesday, June 13, the “young at 
heart” seniors traveled by bus to the 
Inner Harbor, a beautiful historic sea-
port of Baltimore. There they toured 
Fort McHenry, which inspired Francis 
Scott Kay to write “The Star-Spangled 
Banner” as a result of the bombardment 
of the fort during the War of 1812, but 
(little known) did not become the 
national anthem until 1931. 

They  a lso  toured t he  USS 
Constellation, the last sail-only warship 
designed and built by the U.S. Navy. As 
they walked around the ship on vari-
ous levels, a guide explained the trials 
and tribulations of the crew on a war-
ship. 

The seniors’ next trip will be to 
Radio City Music Hall in New York City 
on November 28.

COMMUNITY CHRONICLE

Ukrainian American Senior Citizens Association members during a visit to Baltimore’s Inner Harbor.

Philly seniors explore Baltimore Inner Harbor

by Paul Thomas Rabchenuk

BROOKLINE, Mass. – The associates and staff of the 
national teacher resource site “Facing History and 
Ourselves,” which is headquartered in Brookline, Mass., 
were briefed on the history and political background of 
the Holodomor by the notable historian Serhii Plokhii, 
the director of the Harvard Ukrainian Research Institute.

Dr. Plokhii’s presentation on May 15 included interac-
tive maps of Ukraine and outlined the areas of the coun-
try affected by the famine. Using these maps, Dr. Plokhii 
disproved the position of the Russian government that 
the Holodomor was part of a natural area-wide famine.

Dr. Plokhii also outlined the political and cultural 
motivations of the Stalin regime in seeking to dampen 
the Ukrainian movement toward national identity.

“Facing History and Ourselves” is a premier teacher 
resource site on the topics of the Holocaust and genocide 
studies; it has nine branches in the United States and 
Canada. Up to now, however, it has not included any 
information about the Holodomor.

Arrangements for the briefing were made by Paul 
Thomas Rabchenuk, an attorney who chairs the Greater 
Boston Committee for the Remembrance of the Ukrainian 
Famine Genocide of 1932-1933, the Holodomor and 
Adam Strom, director of scholarship and innovation, and 
senior writer for Facing History and Ourselves.

Following the presentation, retired University of 
Connecticut librarian Lana Babij presented the organiza-
tion with copies of “The Holodomor Reader” by Bohdan 
Klid and Alexander Motyl for its library, along with selec-
tions from Valentina Kuryliw’s “Holodomor in Ukraine: 
The Genocidal Famine, 1932-1933: Learning Materials 
for Teachers and Students,” which will be forthcoming 
from the CIUS Press later this year. 

Also present in addition to Mr. Rabchenuk and Ms. 
Babij was Boston Holodomor Committee member Maria 
Walzer, the committee’s education coordinator. Ms. 
Walzer circulated petitions in favor of Massachusetts 
House Bill 314, “An Act Relative to Genocide Education,” 
which calls for the study of the Holodomor in the second-
ary schools of Massachusetts.

by Marie Zarycky-Cherviovskiy

HAMTRAMCK, Mich. – On May 11, 2017, Bank Suey, a 
new and unique lecture and discussion venue in 
Hamtramck, Mich., featured a lecture by Vera 
Andrushkiw about the Holodomor, the Great Famine of 
1932-1933 in Ukraine. 

Ms. Andrushkiw, an active member of the Ukrainian 
American community in Metropolitan Detroit and cur-
rently the president of the Detroit Regional Council of the 
Ukrainian National Women’s League of America 
(UNWLA), presented a thorough and somber picture of 
the Soviet government’s brutal and intentionally merci-
less forced collectivization of Ukrainian farmers, which 
resulted in the horrific deaths of millions of men, women 
and children. 

The audience of Detroit-area residents came away 
with an understanding of the irredeemably evil nature of 
the Russian Communist system, and the sufferings which 
it willfully imposed upon millions of innocent human 
beings.

Ms. Andrushkiw, who has taught at the Immaculate 
Conception High School, Wayne State University, the 

University of Michigan and Harvard University, has been 
a frequent speaker about the Holodomor, exposing an 
ever-larger public to the tragic topic. 

Her presentation was preceded by two haunting melo-
dies played on the bandura by Wolodymyr Murha, a mem-
ber of the Taras Shevchenko Ukrainian Bandurist Chorus. 

The speaker’s presentation was followed by readings 
from the moving testimonies of three Holodomor survi-
vors, read by their daughters Olga Liss, Vera Petrusha 
and Roma Sawchuk-Figacz. Afterwards, members of the 
audience had the opportunity to ask questions and make 
comments.

Ukrainian community representatives commended 
Bank Suey for inviting Ms. Andrushkiw to speak about 
the Holodomor, a topic which is slowly but surely becom-
ing known among a growing number of Americans. 

Bank Suey’s program coordinator of “The Wall 
Speaks,” Wojtek Sawa, invited residents of the Metro 
Detroit area to attend and participate in its ongoing 
series of lectures and discussions concerning various 
topics, including the arts, literature, history, economics, 
politics and current local, national and international 
events. For more information, google “Bank Suey.”

Plokhii briefs “Facing History” staff 
on Holodomor history, political background

Vera Andrushkiw gives lecture on Holodomor

UWC congratulates
director of documentary

“Recovery Room”
TORONTO – The Ukrainian World Congress (UWC) 

congratulated the director of the feature documentary 
“Recovery Room,” Adriana Luhovy, as well as producer 
Yurij Luhovy and composer Roman Luhovy, on recent 
awards, including three awards of recognition at the 
Hollywood International Independent Documentary 
Awards for music score, woman filmmaker and foreign 
feature, and an IndieFEST Award of Merit for docu-
mentary feature.

This documentary follows the journey of dedicated 
Canadian volunteers, plastic surgeons and nurses at 
the Main Military Clinical Hospital in Kyiv who helped 
make a difference in the lives of wounded Ukrainian 
soldiers, victims of the Russian Federation’s invasion 
of Eastern Ukraine. The medical missions were orga-
nized under the auspices of the Canada Ukraine 
Foundation.

“The Ukrainian World Congress encourages every-
one to support ‘Recovery Room,’ which demonstrates 
the courage and the sacrifices made by young 
Ukrainian defenders in eastern Ukraine,” stated UWC 
President Eugene Czolij, who noted that the UWC is a 
proud patron of Recovery Room

For more information readers may visit www.
recoveryroomthemovie.com.

music flowing, and the effects processing of both the bandura 
and the flute becoming a third instrument. 

The evening marked the release of Mr. Kytasty’s latest 
album, titled “Nochi v Banduristani (Nights in Banduristan).” 
The CD contains 15 improvisational works recorded over sev-
eral years in New York City and edited and mixed by Slau 
Halatyn of BeSharp Studios. The music evokes an atmosphere 
of dappled sunlight, of rippling reflections on water, of dreamy 
thoughts. These pieces possess that all-important ambient 
attribute: they can be listened to attentively, they can be 
played as incidental music, or they make for some wonderful 
road trip music. The CD can be ordered by sending an e-mail 
to banduristan@gmail.com.

The Bandura Downtown concert series will present more 
pioneering performances at The Ukrainian Museum in the fall. 
Dates for upcoming events will be posted on the museum 
website, http://www.ukrainianmuseum.org/.

(Continued from page 16)

“Out of the Studio”...
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The Russian classes proved futile to con-
nect with the native language of his immi-
grant parents, whose education levels 
didn’t go beyond grammar school level. 

“I remember after three or four lessons 
coming home saying these words, and both 
my parents were saying, ‘is that high 
Russian? I don’t know what you’re saying,’ ” 
Mr. Stricharchuk recalled.

What he didn’t know at the time was that 
his mother was a Lemko – a sub-ethnos 
that the government in Kyiv identifies as a 
branch of Ukrainians. When he was a child, 
the Clevelander’s mother told him she was 
from “Austria-Hungary” and later just said 
to say she was from “Kyiv… people know 
where that is.”

His father, who died when Mr. Stricharchuk 
was 17, was from the Brest region of Belarus – 
then part of the Russian Empire – and had 
emigrated to the U.S. in 1910. 

Like many first- and second-generation 
Americans, Mr. Stricharchuk had always 
wanted to know more about his ancestry. 
He didn’t have much opportunity while his 
parents were alive because they died when 
Mr. Stricharchuk’s journalistic career was 
taking off.

His parents were both widowed when 
they re-married in 1945. Mr. Stricharchuk’s 
father was 56 and his mother was 44 when 
their only child was born. When Eva died in 
1973, he found his mother’s birth certifi-
cate, some pictures and a few letters writ-
ten in Cyrillic inside envelopes that had 
most of their return addresses ripped off. 

“That’s because my mom must’ve used 
those to send letters back, which I ended up 
doing too because my ability to write 
Cyrillic and being comfortable that it will 
get there was pretty slim,” he said. 

Mr. Stricharchuk would become a wid-
ower and re-marry – like his parents – and 
have a prolific career at nine publications 
that included The Wall Street Journal, Des 
Moines Register, Chicago Tribune (where 
he was an editor for 14 years) and 
Cleveland Magazine. 

Before the USSR disintegrated, the maps 
of the countries he was researching 
remained elusive with “names changing 
every 10 minutes – I didn’t really start to 
get decent maps of Ukraine until it became 
independent,” he said.

Drawing first on what was available to him 
before the dawn of the Internet age, he 
researched census data, marriage records and 
registers of Ellis Island, the main entry point 
for millions of immigrants to the New World. 

He treated the endeavor, based on “lin-
gering questions I have always had,” like 
any news story: with a “sense of curiosity, a 
sense of awe.”

That’s how he found out, for example, 
that his father had re-visited Belarus once 
more before re-entering the U.S. in 1913.

He added: “The biggest thing is, as a 
reporter, I never gave up. As an editor, I never 
gave up. It’s like that’s the main ingredient 
behind that. I’ve found that in some of these 
interviews and documents, it’s like I take 
notes and then I go back. Then I look at them 
again. It’s like you’re piecing together stuff. 
Some of it initially doesn’t square up right.” 

Indeed, it became an insurmountable task 
compared to his reporting on police activity, 
long-form personal histories, organized 
crime and the Teamsters. Or his series of 
investigations into bribery and shoddy regu-
lations at the Food and Drug Administration 
that got nominated for a Pulitzer Prize when 
he was with The Wall Street Journal.

That tenacious spirit hit a cul-de-sac 
when it came to translating the family letters 
and making further headway. Oftentimes, he 
got hollow reassurances from people know-
ing Ukrainian or Russian. 

“It sounds silly… I could not find anyone 
who could translate the letters. There was 
one letter that I sort of had a version of a 
translation. I had nothing to go on. This went 

on for years,” Mr. Stricharchuk said. 
This turned into decades during the Cold 

War. 
“I know it sounds ridiculous. You have to 

understand that for years… Belarus to me 
was always a mystery land. I would check… 
there’s really not that much about it. Same 
with Ukraine. It was all behind the Iron 
Curtain,” he said. 

That partially explains why Mr. 
Stricharchuk’s parents didn’t impart more of 
the heritage during the upbringing of their son 
and stressed assimilation more, he surmised. 

“People laugh about it now, the Red 
Scare, but back then it was absolutely true. 
I’ve checked that with other friends of mine, 
they have the same stories,” he said, refer-
ring to his high school mates in a neighbor-
hood of 50 ethnicities that has since under-
gone gentrification. 

Yet the veteran newspaperman still had 
vivid memories of accompanying his mother 
as a kid to the local import-export company 
in Cleveland to send care packages to rela-
tives overseas. Once there, she would ship 
three identical items to the same addressee. 

“I would ask, ‘Why are you doing that?’ 
She would say, ‘By the time it goes through 
customs, it’s lucky if you get one through,’ ” 
Mr. Stricharchuk fondly recalled. 

First big discovery

His first breakthrough came when Mr. 
Stricharchuk was at the Minneapolis Star 
Tribune in 2002 working as the assistant 
managing editor. He had sponsored 
Alexander Zabatin, a Russian publisher, as 
part of a journalism exchange program. 

“So, I brought the letters out. He was 
quickly reading through these things… And 
he goes, ‘Greg, no problem, I find both fami-
lies, no problem. As soon as I go back, I’ll 
find them and send you an e-mail,’ ” Mr. 
Stricharchuk recounted.

The intrepid Russian journalist called a 
local Belarusian newspaper in Brest to dis-
cover that there were many “Strikarchuks” 
in the area – the first time the native 
Clevelander had discovered that his sur-
name might have been misspelled. 

On his maternal side, the Russian journal-
ist found the lineage through a local police 
station in Ternopil region of Ukraine. Mr. 
Stricharchuk also learned he had maternal 
relatives near Chernivtsi, also in Ukraine.

“Finally, I had some addresses. In both 
cases I sent letters in English to both like 
15-16 years ago,” he said. “In both cases, I 
got responses. I think I got an e-mail from 
the Stricharchuks. I got a letter back from 
my mom’s family in Ukraine.” 

“However, I ran into communication 
issues. Both families didn’t speak English, 
and I couldn’t speak Ukrainian or Russian. 
Our letters soon fell off,” he said. 

Unbeknownst to him, his relatives knew 
who he was through the same care parcels.

“It was almost like too good to be true. I 
didn’t expect that they knew about me. They 

were aware of my existence and had pictures 
of me when I was a kid. It threw me for a 
loop, but it was all true,” he said gleamingly.

So when his spouse, Cheryl Reed, 
became a Fulbright scholar in Ukraine last 
year as part of a U.S.-government funded 
program, the former editor decided to final-
ly visit his distant family. 

“For many years, I wasn’t interested in 
going to Europe because I would tell people 
that I grew up in Europe,” Mr. Stricharchuk 
said, referring to his old Cleveland neigh-
borhood of multiple ethnic enclaves.

Yet in September, he wasted no time and 
got local translators to spell out all that his 
mother had left behind. He then went about 
arranging trips to each familial branch and 
hired local interpreters for communication. 

When asked to describe what he felt 
when he met his relatives for the first time, 
Mr. Stricharchuk responded: “It is over-
whelming. It’s like you’ve never met this 
person, but you have this immediate bond. 
You know that they’re family. You just know 
they’re your blood. It’s like you’ve known 
them all your life.”

Care packages carried significant weight 
during both meetings. In one incident his 
cousin in a Ternopil region village told him 
how the KGB had urged her to “sign a docu-
ment that ‘you don’t want these packages’ – 
to reject them – because, the reason was 
they didn’t want people in the U.S. to know 
how bad it was in Ukraine.”

Likewise, in Belarus, the “first meeting 
with relatives was emotional,” he said. “I 
first talked with my cousin Alexander via 
video in America. He told me he was the lit-
tle boy who would go to pick up packages.”

In western Ukraine, Mr. Stricharchuk 
learned that he was “a Lemko… I never 
knew that part.” 

He has visited both sides twice over the 
course of 10 months as his wife’s Fulbright 
tenure closes at the end of June.

Mr. Stricharchuk would also discover in 
the process that he is the namesake of his 
mother’s brother, Gregory Ziatyk.

Behind the Iron Curtain

Sadly, his family’s history mirrors the 
turmoil that this region endured, which 
included torture, death, famine and forcible 
displacement. 

Mr. Stricharchuk’s mother’s family, living 
in the predominantly Ukrainian part of 
southeastern Poland, was forcibly resettled 
during Operation Vistula, or Akcja Wisla 
(the operation’s Polish name), that started 
on April 28, 1947. 

“One family member was dragged by a 
horse and ended up paralyzed for trying to 
stay [posing as an ethnic Pole],” he stated. 

In Belarus during World War II, Mr. 
Stricharchuk’s uncle was “dragged by a 
horse because he wouldn’t snitch out parti-
sans”; he later died of his injuries. Other rel-
atives were sent to the labor camps of the 
Soviet Gulag. Those who survived the war 

in Belarus, where every fourth person died, 
had to endure starvation in what is known 
as the Soviet Famine of 1946-1947. 

Speaking of pictures that he examined of 
some of his Belarusian relatives, Mr. 
Stricharchuk said, “everybody… they looked 
like they were out of a concentration camp.”

Social media sheds light

The reporter’s journey has also found 
others in his bloodline that are interested in 
their roots. A distant relative in the Russian 
city of Samara sent him a picture of his 
father’s first wedding, dating to 1926. 

In America, Mr. Stricharchuk’s journey 
triggered interest from the families of his 
two maternal aunts and paternal uncle. 

“As a result, when I came here, I googled 
my mom’s village [of Solinka], and I see this 
memoir, and it is written by a cousin [since 
deceased in America],” he said. “He was try-
ing to find his family. He came to Ukraine 
two times specifically to go to the area 
where my mom is from. There’s nothing 
there because of Operation Vistula. This guy 
and I – our paths crossed many times like in 
Chicago and I never knew he was doing this.”

After the four combined trips to visit rela-
tives, Mr. Stricharchuk said he feels “calmer.”

“It’s very satisfying,” he continued. “Even 
as a kid, as a teenager and when I was in col-
lege, you hear all these stories of people 
looking up their ancestry. From the 
Mayflower. Their ancestors were royalty or 
some crap. And I’m thinking the best that I’ll 
ever do is to find my grandparents. That’s 
pretty much proven true. It is still the whole 
journey of finding out that information, [and 
it] has also interwoven itself with history.”

Back to the U.S.

When Mr. Stricharchuk eventually moves 
in August with his wife to Syracuse, where 
she will start as an assistant professor at 
Syracuse University’s S.I. Newhouse School 
of Public Communications, he plans to 
write a book about his experience. 

First, he wants to dignify the odyssey 
with a “timeline and some pictures, some-
thing like a family tree” that he plans to 
share with relatives. 

Next, Mr. Stricharchuk wants to do some-
thing “deeper.”

He wants to weave his family’s history 
into the larger context of what they went 
through in this region that includes dis-
placement, famine and hardship. 

“I also plan on doing that with my neigh-
borhood of Tremont. We had this amalga-
mation of all these cultures,” he said. 

Asked who he is today, Mr. Stricharchuk 
said, “I consider myself a hybrid” of “Lemko 
and Belarusian.”

He continued: “I just know that I con-
nected to this part of the world. I don’t 
know what I am. When you scrape away the 
nationalities, we are all related, aren’t we? 
And it looks to me like just about everybody 
walked through Ukraine.” 

(Continued from page 1)

Husband...

A picture dated June 12, 1926, of Greg Stricharchuk’s father, Josip Stricharchuk, 
during his first marriage. The photo was unearthed this spring during Greg 

Stricharchuk’s trip to Belarus to visit his relatives. 

On November 11, 2016, Greg Stricharchuk 
embraces his maternal cousin, Olena 
Ziatyk, at the Ternopil region gravesite of 
his uncle after whom he was named – a dis-
covery he made during the first of two vis-
its over the past 10 months to meet his fam-

ily for the first time.

Courtesy of Greg Stricharchuk
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with more than 30 members from the 
House of Representatives, the Senate and 
staff throughout the day. The meetings were 
held at the offices of: Sen. Cory Booker 
(D-N.J.), Sen. Chris Murphy (D-Conn.), Rep. 
Lou Barletta (R-Pa.), Rep. Peter DeFazio 
(D-Ore.), Sen. Dianne Feinstein (D-Calif.), 
Sen. Richard Blumenthal (D-Conn.), Sen. 
Debbie Stabenow (D-Mich.), Sen. Robert 
Menendez (D-N.J.), Rep. Don Beyer (D-Va.), 
Rep. Mike Quigley (D-Ill.), Sen. Jeanne 
Shaheen (D-N.H.), Rep. Bill Pascrell (D-N.J.), 
Sen. Robert Casey (D-Pa.), Sen. Patrick 
Toomey (R-Pa.), Sen. Charles Schumer 
(D-N.Y.), Rep. Eliot Engel (D-N.Y.), Sen. 
Tammy Duckworth (D-Ill.), Sen. Gary Peters 
(D-Mich.), Rep. Elizabeth Esty (D-Conn.), 
Rep. Rodney Frelinghuysen (R-N.J.), Sen. 
Ron Wyden (D-Ore.), Rep. Robert Brady 
(D-Pa.), Rep. Claudia Tenney (R-N.Y.), Sen. 
Kirsten Gillibrand (D-N.Y.), Rep. Charlie 
Dent (R-Pa.), Sen. Jeff Merkley (D-Ore.), Rep. 
Dana Rohrabacher (R-Calif.), Sen. Sherrod 
Brown (D-Ohio) and Rep. Brian Fitzpatrick 
(R-Pa.).

Of unique importance was the participa-

tion of the Youth Civics Group of the 
Ukrainian Heritage School in the 
Philadelphia Metropolitan region. The 
group, consisting of high school students 
with an affinity for public service and civic-
minded activism, were divided amongst 
various groups and interacted with con-
gressional offices during their meetings. 
Iryna Galaj, Eugene Luciw and Mykola 
Hryckowian serve as the youth group’s 
mentors and have provided leadership and 

guidance in their civic activism. 
Commenting on their experience in 

Washington, the students   wanted to con-
vey a strong message that as Ukrainian 
Americans, they are rightfully concerned 
about U.S.-Ukraine relations. Their outlook 
for the future envisions a Ukraine that is 
free from foreign aggression and has a 
strong relationship with the United States. 
The students were afforded an opportunity 
to meet with Rep. Brian Fitzpatrick (R-Pa.) 

in the district a few days after the Ukrainian 
Day event in Washington. As a co-chair of 
the Congressional Ukrainian Caucus, Rep. 
Fitzpatrick was receptive to the talking 
points posed by the students and their 
mentors. 

During the course of the day, California 
Ukrainians were afforded the opportunity 
to meet with Rep. Dana Rohrabacher 
(R-Calif.). The nearly two-hour meeting was 
cordial yet contentious at times as the con-
gressman and the advocates remained firm 
in their respective convictions. As noted by 
numerous community activists, advocacy 
events are important in promoting your 
issues to friends and others. 

The successful day was followed by an 
evening congressional reception honoring 
and commemorating the 20th anniversary of 
the formation of the Congressional Ukrainian 
Caucus. Founded in 1997 on the initiative of 
the Ukrainian National Information Service, 
the caucus has stood in the vanguard of 
advancing mutually beneficial U.S.-Ukraine 
relations. The reception was attended by 
members of the Congressional Ukrainian 
Caucus, as well as by the speaker of Ukraine’s 
Parliament, Andriy Parubiy, and the acting 
minister of health, Dr. Ulana Suprun. [See 
related story on page 4 of this issue.]

(Continued from page 3)

Advocacy...

Michigan constituents and Ukrainian Day participants with Sen. Gary Peters (D-Mich.).

mous Crimea, which Kyiv had ignored since 
1991 until the outbreak of the “Russian 
Spring” in early 2014, should not be forgot-
ten.

2. Russian social networks are an essen-
tial element of the Kremlin’s “Russian 
World” (Russkiy Mir) project (see EDM, July 
2, 2014) and are deeply controlled by the 
Russian security services, which use them 
as platforms for spreading lies and disinfor-
mation.

3. Russian IT software companies and 
search engines (such as Yandex) facilitate 

Moscow’s cyber operations.
In the final analysis, Ukraine’s security 

situation differs significantly from much of 
the rest of the European continent. Not only 
is Ukraine one of the main targets of Russian 
cyber and information operations, its popu-
lation is dangerously prone to Russian pro-
paganda. Until this existential threat coming 
from Moscow can be eliminated, Kyiv’s 
approach to information and Internet free-
doms is likely to continue to diverge some-
what from Western liberal norms.

The article above is reprinted from 
Eurasia Daily Monitor with permission from 
its publisher, the Jamestown Foundation, 
www.jamestown.org. 

(Continued from page 2)

Ukraine’s blocking...

The agreement enables Ukrainian soldiers 
to train with their Canadian counterparts on 
joint exercises in Canada and facilitates offi-
cer exchanges between both countries.

In a briefing note to Canadian members 
of Parliament last year, the UCC called on 
Ottawa to add Ukraine to the Automatic 
Firearms Country Control List “to allow the 
export of certain defensive equipment to 
Ukraine.”

Adding Ukraine to that list, Mr. Sajjan 
told reporters at the April signing ceremo-
ny, would be “the next step” and “worked 
through” Global Affairs Canada, which is 
headed by Foreign Affairs Minister Chrystia 
Freeland, a Ukrainian Canadian.

He told the town hall meeting that it is 
Ms. Freeland’s “responsibility” to take the 
next steps in advancing the Canada-
Ukraine relationship.

Earlier this month, she unveiled 
Canada’s foreign-policy priorities against 
the backdrop of the Trump administra-
tion’s approach.

 “The fact that our friend and ally has 
come to question the very worth of its 
mantle of global leadership puts into sharp-
er focus the need for the rest of us to set 
our own clear and sovereign course,” 
Minister Freeland told the House of 
Commons on June 6. “For Canada, that 
course must be the renewal, indeed the 
strengthening, of the post-war multilateral 
order.”

She explained: “Canadians understand 
that, as a middle power living next to the 
world’s only superpower, Canada has a 
huge interest in an international order 
based on rules. One in which might is not 
always right; one in which more powerful 
countries are constrained in their treat-
ment of smaller ones by standards that are 
internationally respected, enforced and 
upheld.”

Ms. Freeland said the “single most 
important pillar of this, which emerged fol-
lowing the carnage of the first and second 
world wars, is the sanctity of borders – and 
that principle, today, is under siege.”

And that is why “the democratic world 
has united behind Ukraine,” she explained. 
“The illegal seizure of Ukrainian territory 
by Russia is the first time since the end of 
the second world war that a European 
power has annexed by force the territory of 

another European country. This is not 
something we can accept or ignore.”

Andriy Shevchenko, Ukraine’s ambassa-
dor to Canada, said he considers Minister 
Freeland’s speech an articulation of 
“Canada adjusting to its new role after the 
U.S. election,” in which she acknowledged 
that many voters cast their ballots for pres-
ident “animated in part by a desire to shrug 
off the burden of world leadership.”

Mr. Shevchenko said in an interview 
prior to Minister Sajjan’s town-hall meeting 
that Ukraine would now like to see “much 
more leadership” from Canada. 

 “The political class of the U.S. and 
Canada is so interconnected that we would 
really like Canadian politicians to share 
what they know about Ukraine with the 
new U.S. administration and help it under-
stand what is happening in our part of the 
world,” Ambassador Shevchenko comment-
ed, adding that he remains hopeful that 
Canada will help provide Ukraine with 
defensive weapons.

Mr. Sajjan said that he and Ms. Freeland 
raise the issue of Ukraine “at every oppor-
tunity” and that another important way 
Canada is trying to deter Russian aggres-
sion is through a multinational NATO battle 
group it’s leading in the Baltic region. 

The first group of 450 Canadian soldiers 
arrived in Latvia earlier this month.

(Continued from page 1)

Canadian...

When asked at the town hall meeting 
whether Canada is promoting Ukraine’s 
inclusion in NATO, Minister Sajjan said that 
pursuing membership in the alliance was a 
choice left for Ukrainians but that Canada 
would back whatever decision they make.

He also highlighted a Canadian initiative 
that should be of interest to Ukraine, which, 
according to the headline of a recent Wired 
magazine story, has become “Russia’s test 
lab for cyberwar.”

On June 20, the Canadian government 
introduced national-security legislation in 

the House of Commons. Among the fea-
tures of Bill C-59 is a provision that would 
empower the Communications Security 
Establishment (CSE) – a federal agency that 
reports to Minister Sajjan – to assist his 
department in conducting cyber operations 
that “degrade, disrupt, influence, respond 
to or interfere with the capabilities, inten-
tions or activities of a foreign individual, 
state, organization or terrorist group as 
they relate to international affairs, defense 
or security.”

The proposed law follows a new 
Canadian defense policy Mr. Sajjan unveiled 
on June 7 that seeks to develop “military-
specific offensive cyber operations” that 
can “target, exploit, influence and attack in 
support of military operations.”

Those initiatives come against the back-
drop of a recently released unclassified CSE 
report that warns the next Canadian gener-
al election, on October 21, 2019, will likely 
face cyber attacks from “multiple hacktivist 
groups” that seek “to influence the demo-
cratic process.”

Although Russia, which has been impli-
cated in interfering in last year’s U.S. presi-
dential election, is not named, the CSE 
states that “a small number of nation-states 
have undertaken the majority of the cyber 
activity against democratic processes 
worldwide, and we judge that, almost cer-
tainly, they are the most capable adversar-
ies.”

Whether nation-states attempt to influ-
ence the 2019 election will depend on how 
they “perceive Canada’s foreign and domes-
tic policies and… the spectrum of policies 
espoused by Canadian federal candidates,” 
said the report.

Canada’s defense minister, Harjit Sajjan, with Yaroslav Baran, president of the 
Ottawa branch of the Ukrainian Canadian Congress, who served as moderator of the 

town hall meeting.

Christopher Guly
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July 7-9 Pysanka Festival, Vegreville Exhibition Grounds, 
Vegreville, AB www.pysankafestival.com or 780-632-2777

July 8 Fund-raiser concert, featuring soprano Vira Slywotzky, 
Jewett, NY cellist Natalia Khoma and pianist Volodymyr Vynnytsky, 
 Grazhda Music and Art Center, 518-989-6479 or 
 www.grazhdamusicandart.org

July 8-9 Sacred Heart Ukrainian Festival, Sacred Heart Ukrainian 
Castle Creek, NY Catholic Church, www.sacredheartucc.org

July 12 Golf tournament, St. Joseph Ukrainian Catholic Church,
Milton, ON Piper’s Heath Golf Club, golf@sjucc.ca or
 www.tserkva.ca/golf.html

July 12 Felting for Beginners workshop, with instruction by 
New York Marta Zahaykevich, The Ukrainian Museum, 
 212-228-0110 or www.ukrainianmuseum.org

July 13-16 Ukrainian Cultural Festival, Soyuzivka Heritage Center, 
Kerhonkson, NY www.soyuzivka.com or 845-626-5641

July 14-23 Ukrainian Choral Conductors’ Seminar, St. John 
Edmonton Institute, info@umsacanada.com or 780-469-4890

July 15 Gardenton Ukrainian Festival, Gardenton Ukrainian 
Gardenton, MB Museum Grounds, 204-425-8197 or kdc0925@gmail.com

July 17 Intermediate Felting workshop, with instruction by 
New York Marta Zahaykevich, The Ukrainian Museum, 
 212-228-0110 or www.ukrainianmuseum.org

July 21-22 Ukrainian Festival, Dickinson State University, 
Dickinson, ND Ukrainian Cultural Institute, 701-483-1486 or
 http://northdakotaukrainianfestival.com

July 21-23 Adoptive Family Weekend, Soyuzivka Heritage Center,
Kerhonkson, NY www.soyuzivka.com

July 21-23 Capital Ukrainian Festival, St. John the Baptist Ukrainian 
Ottawa Catholic Shrine, 613-790-3856 or
 www.capitalukrainianfestival.com

July 22 Concert featuring Spanish music performed by chamber 
Jewett, NY musicians Virginia Luque, Filip Pagody, Natalia Khoma
 and Marta Bagratuni, Grazhda Music and Art Center, 
 518-989-6479 or www.grazhdamusicandart.org

July 22 Ukrainian Festival, St. Vladimir Ukrainian Orthodox 
Parma OH Cathedral, st.vladimircathedral@gmail.com or 
 www.stvladimirs.org

July 22 Golf tournament, Ukrainian American Youth 
Accord, NY Association, Rondout Golf Club, pkolinsky@gmail.com 
 or pdrobenko@gmail.com 

July 23 Church picnic, Ss. Peter and Paul Ukrainian Orthodox 
Glen Spey, NY Church, 914-443-9199 or 845-856-7441

July 25 Blessing of Windle House, the new home of the 
Toronto Metropolitan Andrey Sheptytsky Institute of Eastern 
 Christian Studies, University of Toronto,
 sheptytsky@ustpaul.ca or http://www.sheptytskyinstitute.ca

July 26-30 Convention, Ukrainian Orthodox League, St. Michael the 
Woonsocket, RI Archangel Ukrainian Orthodox Church, Crowne Plaza
 Hotel, www.stmichaeluoc.org/uol2017 or 508-695-6095

July 27-28 USCAK Youth Games Olympiad, Ukrainian American 
Kerhonkson/ Youth Association and the Chornomorska Sitch Sports 
Ellenville, NY  School, UAYA Camp and Soyuzivka Heritage Center,
 www.cym.org/us-ellenville or www.soyuzivka.com

July 28-30 Lemko Vatra, Lemkivshchyna Resort,
Durham, ON contact@lemko-olk.com

July 28-29 Ukrainian Festival, St. John the Baptist Ukrainian 
Syracuse, NY Catholic Church, www.stjohnbaptistucc.com

Entries in “Out and About” are listed free of charge. Priority is given to events 
advertised in The Ukrainian Weekly. However, we also welcome submissions 
from all our readers. Items will be published at the discretion of the editors 
and as space allows. Please send e-mail to mdubas@ukrweekly.com.
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by Peter Luba

PHILADELPHIA – Over this past 
academic year, Plast Philadelphia 
was a very active, vibrant commu-
nity refl ecting the Ukrainian scout-
ing organization’s mission of being 
faithful to God and Ukraine, helping 
others and living by the Plast code.

The year began with the unveiling 
of our new “domivka,” the room that 
is the central meeting place for all 
Philadelphia scouts. One of the older 
boy scout troops (the Wild Goats) led 
the volunteer project with the help of 
their advisors, Oleh Luba and Marc 
Chuma, to remodel the room into 
an area that could be used for both 
meetings and as a community space. 

Replacing old, stained ceiling 
tiles was only the beginning. From 
repainting the room with fresher col-
ors to replacing worn and discolored 
carpeting with modern hardwood 
fl ooring, the room was transformed. 
In addition to months of construc-
tion, the scouts also spent hours 
reorganizing the space by sifting 

through mounds of old documents 
and records. Thanks to their diligent 
work, the Ukrainian scouts in Phila-
delphia now have a renovated home.

In October, Plast scouts attended 
a religious retreat at the Sisters of St. 
Basil. The cub scout troops (“novat-
stvo”) went on an overnight trip to 
Ashland, a campground where kids 
got to experience a nature-fi lled, 
technology-free environment and 
had the opportunity to bond with 

friends. They also celebrated an 
annual Halloween event, which gave 
the younger Plast members a chance 
to dress-up and play themed games 
with their Ukrainian peers. 

The older scouts (“yunatstvo”) 
participated in other events as well. 
Both the older girls’ team and boys’ 
teams participated in Orlykiada, a 
Plast competition annually held in 
November at Soyuzivka Heritage 
Center in Kerhonkson, N.Y. They 
came back with awards for their 
performances at the event.

During the Christmas season, 
nearly all the scouts went caroling 
to Ukrainian homes in the Greater 
Philadelphia area with their troops. 
They raised money for the Philadel-
phia branch of Plast, as well as a 
fund for Ukraine. Additionally, many 
older scouts from the Philadelphia 
branch participated in the weeklong 
Plast Ski Camp in Glens Falls, N.Y., 
that is organized by the Burlaky 
fraternity of Plast.

In the spring, many older scouts 
participated in “Sviato Vesny” 
(springtime camporee) at the Vovcha 
Tropa campground in upstate New 

York. Also, scouts began register-
ing for various summer camps and 
began preparations for the world-
wide Plast jamboree being held in 
Germany in August. 

Plast Ukrainian Scouting Orga-
nization’s branch in Philadelphia 
celebrated the culmination of the 
2016-2017 year of activities on June 
3. The ceremony included Marika 
Olijar earning the Plast rank that 
is equivalent to eagle scout. Many 
young scouts received badges for 
their hard work during the year. 

The event also included a friendly 
barbecue with hamburgers and hotdogs 
at which the over 150 scouts could 
mingle amidst the beautiful weather. 

Over the summer, scouts will ven-
ture to camps in Ohio, upstate New 
York and even Germany, making 
lifelong friends along the way, but 
happily returning to their Philadel-
phia home in September. 

Peter Luba, 17, is a member of the 
Philadelphia branch of Plast Ukrai-
nian Scouting Organization. He is 
a rising senior at Methacton High 
School in Eagleville, Pa.

UKELODEON
FOR THE NEXT GENERATION

Plast scouts in Philadelphia join hands as they end their year of activities. 
Peter Luba

Philadelphia Plast celebrates a fun-fi lled year

Marika Olijar earns the rank of Plast 
eagle scout, awarded by Andrew 
Zwarych.

Matt Stefurak volunteering to help 
renovate the domivka.

The boys’ team that won second place at Orlykiada for their demonstration 
of Kozak marine warfare.

At the year-end ceremony in June, with Plast fl ags raised. 

Peter Luba
Peter LubaPeter Kebuz

Peter Luba
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PREVIEW OF EVENTS
Friday, August 25

WILDWOOD, N.J.: The Khmelnychenky 
Plast fraternity is sponsoring a fund-raising 
dance in support of Plast campsites at the 
Wildwood VFW, 3816 Pacific Ave. Doors 
open at 8 p.m. with dance music by DJ Orest, 
followed by EMCK – live in concert – at 9:30-
11 p.m., followed DJ Orest until midnight. 

Admission is $20 for adults age 21 and over 
only (Includes open beer/soda bar at 8-12 
p.m. Mixed drinks also will be available.) 
Valid IDs are required for pre-sale wrist 
bands that will be available at the beach and 
at hotels. For more information visit the 
“zabava” Facebook at https://www.face-
book.com/Xmeli/, or e-mail Orest.michel@
gmail.com.

PREVIEW OF EVENTS GUIDELINES
Preview of Events is  a service provided at minimal cost ($20 per listing) by The Ukrainian 
Weekly to the Ukrainian community.  Items should be no more than 100 words long.
Preview items must be received no later than one week before the desired date of 
publication.  Please include payment for each time the item is to appear and indicate date(s) 
of issue(s) in which the item is to be published.  Information should be sent to: preview@
ukrweekly.com.


