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RFE/RL

KYIV – NATO Secretary-General Jens 
Stoltenberg has affirmed the alliance’s 
“unwavering support” for Ukraine’s territo-
rial integrity and has called on Russia to 
remove its “thousands of soldiers from 
Ukraine and stop supporting the militants 
with command-and-control and military 
equipment.”

Mr. Stoltenberg made the comments in 
Kyiv after talks with President Petro 
Poroshenko and other officials on July 10.

“I am convinced that an investment in 
Ukraine’s security is an investment into the 
security of NATO and its member states 
that pays off,” Mr. Stoltenberg said, adding 
that the alliance is “learning a lot” from the 
cyberattacks that Ukraine has endured in 
recent months.

He called for the complete implementa-
tion of the Minsk agreements, aimed at 
ending the conflict in eastern Ukraine that 
has left more than 10,000 people dead 
since early 2014.

Mr. Stoltenberg added that monitors 
from the Organization for Security and 
Cooperation in Europe must be allowed 
unfettered access to all of Ukraine’s territo-
ry, including the conflict zone in the east.

He also reaffirmed that NATO members 
do not accept Russia’s 2014 annexation of 
the Ukrainian region of Crimea.

Russia has denied military involvement 

in the conflict in Ukraine despite substan-
tial evidence it has provided troops, merce-
naries, and military equipment via the part 
of Ukraine’s border that is controlled by the 
separatists.

President Poroshenko, speaking to 
reporters alongside the NATO secretary-
general, said Ukraine will begin discussions 
with NATO on an action plan for eventual 
membership in the 29-member alliance. 

“Today we clearly stated that we would 
begin a discussion about a membership 
action plan and our proposals for such a 
discussion were accepted with pleasure,” 
Mr. Poroshenko said. 

In separate comments issued by his office, 
the president said Ukraine was determined 
to conduct reforms in order to “have a clear 
schedule of what must be done by 2020 to 
meet the NATO membership criteria.”

Mr. Stoltenberg said Ukraine has “the 
right to choose its own security arrange-
ments, adding that “NATO’s doors remain 
open.”

Last month, Ukraine’s Parliament adopt-
ed a law establishing NATO membership as 
a priority foreign-policy goal.

But the conflict in Ukraine’s east poses a 
big obstacle to membership since aspiring 
members must settle international dis-
putes by peaceful means before joining the 
alliance.

NATO chief calls on Russia to remove
“thousands of troops” from Ukraine

(Continued on page 14)

by Mark Raczkiewycz

KYIV – U.S. Secretary of State Rex 
Tillerson’s visit on July 9 re-affirmed 
America’s consistent policy toward helping 
Ukraine preserve sovereignty amid a pro-
longed war with Russia that has killed more 
than 10,100 people and severed 7 percent 
of the country’s territory.

Speaking after Ukrainian President Petro 

Poroshenko, Mr. Tillerson said that 
Washington’s goal is to “restore Ukraine’s 
territorial… integrity.”

Stating that U.S. and European Union 
sanctions in response to Moscow’s aggres-
sion against Ukraine will remain in force, 
America’s top diplomat said that he has 
been “clear in my discussions with [the] 

Tillerson confirms U.S. support for Ukraine, 
appoints special envoy for peace negotiations

(Continued on page 22)

President Petro Poroshenko welcomes U.S. Secretary of State Rex Tillerson to Kyiv.
Presidential Administration of Ukraine

Capitol Hill reception marks 20th anniversary of Congressional Ukrainian Caucus
by Yaro Bihun

WASHINGTON – Among the major events that brought 
Ukraine into the spotlight in the U.S. capital in the middle of 
June – in addition to the visit here by President Petro 
Poroshenko and his meeting with President Donald 
Trump, and the visit a few days earlier by the chairman of 
Ukraine’s Parliament, Andriy Parubiy – was the June 14 
Ukrainian Day on Capitol Hill.

It was a day-long event of advocacy meetings between 
representatives of Ukrainian American communities and 
members of Congress, focusing on getting continued and 
stronger U.S. support for Ukraine in its battle against 
Russian aggression, the strengthening of Ukraine’s political 
and economic reform programs, and Ukraine’s ongoing 
integration into the Western world.

The highlight of that day was the evening congressional 
reception at the Capitol Visitor Center, which – as the direc-
tor of the Ukrainian National Information Service (UNIS), 
Michael Sawkiw, pointed out at the outset – marked the 
20th anniversary of formation of that Congressional 
Ukrainian Caucus.

“This should be a jubilant time for us as the Ukrainian 
American community is thanking our members of 
Congress who understood 20 years ago the need for the 
formation of a group of members of Congress on a biparti-

san basis to act on behalf of the improvement of relations 
between Ukraine and the United States,” Mr. Sawkiw said. 
He introduced Congressman Sander Levin (D-Mich.), an 
organizer of that caucus, and presented him with the 
Friend of UNIS Award for his “leadership and staunch sup-
port of Ukraine’s independence.”

Accepting the award, Rep. Levin noted that he and Rep. 
Marcy Kaptur (D-Ohio) had discussed Ukrainian issues well 
before they established the Congressional Ukrainian 
Caucus, and that she pointed out the Ukrainian people had 
given their message to the world, and especially Russia, that 
“Ukraine is a country determined that human rights will be 
the right of every single citizen of the country of Ukraine.”

“There’s a lot of sound and fire here,” Rep. Levin said. “I 
think the determination of most of us is very, very clear. 
And that is: that the struggle for democracy in Ukraine is 
going to have the full support of the American people and, 
surely, much of the Congress.”

Rep. Levin is also known for initiating the congressional 
resolution authorizing the building of the Holodomor 
Memorial to the victims of the Ukrainian Famine-Genocide of 
1932-1933 in Washington. Since its dedication November 7, 
2015, it has been visited by President Poroshenko and 
Verkhovna Rada Chairman Parubiy, among others.

(Continued on page 9)

Congressman Sander Levin (D-Mich.), an organizer 
and active member of the Congressional Ukrainian 
Caucus, accepts the Friend of UNIS Award from the 
director of the Ukrainian National Information Service, 

Michael Sawkiw.

Yaro Bihun
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Special rep named for Ukraine negotiations

WASHINGTON – Secretary of State Rex 
W. Tillerson on July 7 announced his 
appointment of Ambassador Kurt Volker to 
serve as the U.S. special representative for 
Ukraine negotiations. Ambassador Volker, 
who has served previously as the U.S. per-
manent representative to NATO as well as 
director for European and Eurasian affairs 
on the National Security Council, will take 
responsibility for advancing U.S. efforts to 
achieve the objectives set out in the Minsk 
agreements. State Department spokesper-
son Heather Nauert noted: “He will accom-
pany the Secretary to Kyiv on Sunday, July 
9, and is expected to continue to hold regu-
lar meetings with Ukraine and the other 
members of the Normandy Format: Russia, 
Germany and France.” Secretary Tillerson 
said: “Kurt’s wealth of experience makes 
him uniquely qualified to move this conflict 
in the direction of peace.” He added: “The 
United States remains fully committed to 
the objectives of the Minsk agreements, 
and I have complete confidence in Kurt to 
continue our efforts to achieve peace in 
Ukraine.” (U.S. Department of State)

Volker to coordinate State Department efforts

KYIV – A pooled media report on July 7 
quoted State Department official R.C. 
Hammond as saying that U.S. Special 
Representative for Ukraine Negotiations 
Kurt Volker “will coordinate all State 
Department efforts to bring a resolution to 
the conflict created when Russia invaded 
Crimea and later eastern Ukraine.” Mr. 
Volker’s appointment came shortly before 
U.S. President Donald Trump was to meet 
with Russian President Vladimir Putin for 
highly anticipated bilateral talks on the 
sidelines of the Group of 20 summit in 
Hamburg, Germany. As special envoy, 
Ambassador Volker is tasked with pushing 
for a solution to a conflict that is now in its 
fourth year. More than 10,000 people have 
been killed and nearly 2 million have been 
displaced by the fighting between 
Ukrainian forces and Russia-backed sepa-
ratists. Mr. Volker is likely to be dealing 
directly with Vladislav Surkov, a longtime 
senior aide to Russian President Vladimir 
Putin. Mr. Volker is the executive director of 

the McCain Institute for International 
Leadership at Arizona State University, 
which says it is “guided by” the values that 
have “animated the career” of Sen. John 
McCain (R- Ariz.), a prominent foreign poli-
cy voice in Congress and a tireless critic of 
Mr. Putin. A former NATO envoy, 
Ambassador Volker has spoken critically 
about the government of former Ukrainian 
President Viktor Yanukovych, whose ouster 
amid mass street protests in 2014 trig-
gered a series of events that led to Russia’s 
annexation of Ukraine’s Crimea region and 
outbreak of war in eastern Ukraine. 
Ukrainian President Petro Poroshenko wel-
comed Mr. Volker’s appointment, saying in 
a July 7 tweet that it is an “important and 
timely move in the interests of ending 
Russian aggression and restoration of 
Ukraine’s territorial integrity, including 
Crimea.” (Christopher Miller of RFE/RL, 
with reporting by Reuters)

Trump cites Russia’s ‘destabilizing behavior’ 

WARSAW – In a keynote address in 
Warsaw, U.S. President Donald Trump 
urged Russia “to cease its destabilizing 
activities in Ukraine and elsewhere” and 
specifically reaffirmed Washington’s com-
mitment to NATO’s Article 5. Mr. Trump 
spoke on July 6 before a cheering, flag-wav-
ing crowd of 10,000 people in historic 
Krasinski Square in central Warsaw, where 
former President Lech Walesa sat among 
guests in the VIP area. The president said 
the U.S. repeatedly “has demonstrated not 
only with words, but with its actions, that it 
stands behind Article 5” of the NATO treaty 
– the provision stating that an attack on 
one NATO country is an attack on all mem-
bers of the alliance. Earlier that day, after 
meeting with Polish President Andrzej 
Duda, Mr. Trump said the United States is 
“committed to maintaining peace and secu-
rity in Central Europe” and again said that 
Washington is “working with Poland in 
response to Russia’s actions and destabiliz-
ing behavior.” The country’s proximity to its 
rival has heightened its concerns about 
Moscow’s intentions in the region, especial-
ly after Russia’s illegal annexation of 
Ukraine’s Crimea region, its support of sep-

(Continued on page 14)

 ANALYSIS

by Pavel K. Baev
Eurasia Daily Monitor

The July 7 meeting between U.S. 
President Donald Trump and his Russian 
counterpart, Vladimir Putin, at the G-20 
summit in Hamburg, Germany, was so 
intensely anticipated and so poorly prepared 
in terms of the agenda that its outcome 
remains broadly open to interpretation. 

The Kremlin judged it a success beyond 
expectations, particularly since it lasted 135 
minutes instead of the scheduled 35 min-
utes (Carnegie.ru, July 7). Sensing Mr. Putin’s 
satisfaction, Russian commentators were 
eager to elaborate on the “positive chemis-
try” between the two presidents and to hail 
a “breakthrough” in bilateral relations based 
on trust and respect (RIA Novosti, July 7). 

For the Trump administration, the huge 
amount of media attention was in itself a 
major achievement, and the supposed accep-
tance of Mr. Putin’s reassurances that Russia 
had not deliberately interfered in the U.S. 
elections presumably would fit a need to 
turn over that embarrassing page (Newsru.
com, July 7). The preference for focusing on 
the future makes perfect political sense; but 
in fact, few steps in this direction were taken.

It is remarkable, for that matter, that 
Messrs. Trump and Putin mostly ignored 
the broader G-20 summit agenda set by 
German Chancellor Angela Merkel. The con-
troversial issue of climate change, which 
triggered violent protests in the streets of 
Hamburg, was clearly of no interest to 
either leader. Trade was also ignored; and 
the difficult question of sanctions, currently 
being deliberated in the U.S. Congress 
against Mr. Trump’s wishes, was bracketed 
out. Mr. Putin only briefly mentioned the 
sticking point of the Russian diplomatic 
“dachas” on U.S. soil that have been off lim-
its since last December (RBC, July 3). 

It seems the potentially hugely important 
problem of Russian violations of the 
Intermediate Nuclear Forces (INF) Treaty, 
which Congress is also examining, was left 
unaddressed, so that the future of arms con-
trol remains in limbo (Kommersant, July 7). 
North Korea’s arrogant nuclear behavior 
also apparently was not discussed. Mr. 
Trump probably understands that Mr. Putin 
has little to say on this topic, except for fol-
lowing the line drawn by Chinese President 
Xi Jinping (New Times, July 5).

One problem that had generated much 
tension in bilateral relations, but was treated 
by the two leaders efficiently and produc-
tively, was Syria. The ease with which the 
agreement on a ceasefire in the southwest-
ern corner of the wartorn country was 
reached can be explained by the long and 
well-hidden negotiations in Amman, Jordan, 
where the talks had been narrowly focused 
on that area of the conflict (Gazeta.ru, July 7). 

Washington may still harbor suspicions 
about the Russia-led Astana negotiation for-
mat, in which Turkey and Iran are also par-
ticipants, but it seeks to ensure Moscow’s 
support in keeping the forces of President 
Bashar al-Assad’s regime away from the key 
battleground around Raqqa, where the 
Islamic State is set to suffer a major defeat 
(Nezavisimaya Gazeta, July 8). 

Russia keeps using Syria as a testing 
ground for its new weapons systems, includ-
ing recently the air-launched X-101 cruise 
missile, but the prospect of deploying ground 
forces in order to enforce ceasefires remains 
far from appealing in Moscow (RBC, July 6). 
Nonetheless, Russia feels increasingly depen-
dent upon cooperation with Iran, which is 
deeply embroiled in the badly mismanaged 
conflict around Qatar, and Moscow cannot 
take a meaningful position on this regional 
crisis (Kommersant, July 7).

Another problem to which the two presi-

dents devoted their attention on the side-
lines of the G-20 summit was Ukraine. But 
here, no prospect for anything resembling a 
deal is in sight. Before coming to Hamburg, 
Mr. Trump visited Warsaw, Poland, and deliv-
ered to mass plaudits a speech with a strong 
warning to Russia to “cease its destabilizing 
activities in Ukraine,” which was duly noted 
in the Kremlin (Newsru.com, July 7). 

Mr. Putin was not particularly alarmed 
by that rhetoric and decided to frame the 
U.S.’s appointment of Kurt Volker as a spe-
cial representative for Ukraine as a positive 
development (RBC, July 7). Ambassador 
Volker is not known for particular sympa-
thy toward Russia and has vast internation-
al experience, but the Kremlin still hopes to 
play him against the Europeans in the 
deadlocked Minsk process, which has not 
advanced an inch since Mr. Putin’s meet-
ings with Chancellor Merkel and newly 
elected French President Emmanuel 
Macron (RIA Novosti, July 8). By showing 
zero flexibility on its aggression in Donbas, 
Moscow expects to convince the West, as 
Foreign Affairs Minister Sergei Lavrov con-
veyed, to put more pressure on Ukraine 
(Nezavisimaya Gazeta, July 8).

One theme Mr. Trump did not find oppor-
tune to raise was the human rights situation 
in Russia, despite the present existence of 
many disturbing issues, including the mass 
execution of homosexuals in Chechnya 
(Novaya Gazeta, July 9). On the day of the 
Hamburg handshake, Mr. Putin’s prime 
domestic political opponent, Alexei Navalny, 
stepped out of prison after serving a sen-
tence linked to the protest march he orga-
nized on June 12 (Navalny.com, July 7). Mr. 
Navalny found his regional headquarters 
ransacked and hundreds of activists beaten 
and detained in his absence (Moscow Echo, 
July 8). This brutal pressure marks the start 
of Mr. Putin’s presidential campaign, which is 
yet to be announced but is certain to see the 
mobilization of every police and propaganda 
resource (Ezhednevny Zhurnal, July 7). 

Mr. Trump may not see any connection 
between these domestic affairs and the 
“Russia file” that keeps bedeviling his presi-
dency; yet the link is direct and strong. Mr. 
Navalny’s main cause is the struggle against 
corruption, which has severely deformed 
every mechanism of the Russian state 
(Svoboda.org, July 5). And it is exactly the 
export of Russian corruption that poisoned 
the U.S. election last year, while cyberattacks 
were only a means to an end of undermin-
ing the next incoming U.S. administration 
(see Eurasia Daily Monitor, March 6).

Mr. Trump may claim that his meeting 
with Mr. Putin was “tremendous,” and Mr. 
Putin may have reason to think that he 
scored an important victory. But in fact, 
neither leader will likely find it beneficial or 
even possible to build on the beginning of 
the rapport they established. Mr. Trump’s 
receptiveness to Mr. Putin’s denials will 
have no impact on the multiple investiga-
tions into Russian “connections” and only 
strengthens the resolve of the U.S. Congress 
to punish Moscow for every transgression 
of norms of responsible behavior. 

Mr. Putin, meanwhile, is almost certain to 
find that his efforts at cultivating a “beautiful 
friendship” with Mr. Trump are not helpful 
for resolving the practical matters of sanc-
tions and do not fit with the habitual exploi-
tation of anti-Americanism in the official pro-
paganda. Mr. Putin is a believer in high-level 
bargaining and corruption, but he trusts 
even more in personal power projection, 
whereas, his Western counterparts are wary 
of the former and quite fed up with the latter.

The article above is reprinted from Eurasia 
Daily Monitor with permission from its pub-
lisher, the Jamestown Foundation, www.
jamestown.org.

Russia taking stock after Hamburg
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Merkel, Macron, Putin agree on ‘comprehensive’ implementation of Ukraine peace deal
by Rikard Jozwiak

RFE/RL

HAMBURG, Germany – The leaders of 
Germany, France and Russia have agreed 
that the Minsk agreements on ending the 
conflict in eastern Ukraine “should be com-
prehensively implemented,” a German offi-
cial tells RFE/RL.

The characterization of the meeting 
between German Chancellor Angela 
Merkel, French President Emmanuel 
Macron and Russian President Vladimir 
Putin at the Group of 20 summit in 
Hamburg, Germany, suggested no signifi-
cant progress on efforts to bring peace to 
eastern Ukraine.

Moscow’s role in fighting that began in 
April 2014 between Ukrainian government 
forces and Russia-backed separatists 
prompted Western sanctions against 
Russia.

A 2015 ceasefire deal under the Minsk 
agreements was brokered by Germany and 
France – together with Russia and Ukraine 
– in a bid to end the fighting. But hostilities 
have continued in the war that has killed 
more than 10,000 people.

The United States and the European 
Union have accused Moscow and the sepa-

ratists of failing to uphold their commit-
ments under the Minsk agreements – 
including the withdrawal of heavy weapon-
ry from the frontlines in eastern Ukraine 
and restoration of Ukrainian-government 
control over border crossings with Russia.

Despite substantial evidence of 
Moscow’s support, Russia denies the accu-
sations by Washington, Brussels, Ukraine 
and NATO that it is backing the separatists 
with troops and weaponry.

The Kremlin has also repeatedly accused 
the Ukrainian government of reneging on 
its obligations under the 2015 accord.

“There was agreement that the truce 
proposed in the Minsk agreements should 
be comprehensively implemented,” the 
German official told RFE/RL about the 
meeting between Ms. Merkel, Mr. Macron, 
and Mr. Putin.

A second German official told RFE/RL 
that the main goal of the working breakfast 
was to bring the recently elected French 
president up to speed on talks between 
Germany, France, Russia and Ukraine about 
the implementation of the Minsk agree-
ment, which was brokered by Mr. Macron’s 
predecessor, Francois Hollande.

That official also said that during the 
working breakfast with Mr. Putin in 

Hamburg, Ms. Merkel and Mr. Macron 
raised the issue of the safety of monitors 
from the Organization for Security and 
Cooperation in Europe (OSCE) who work in 
eastern Ukraine.

The United States on June 22 accused 
Russia-backed separatists there of a cam-
paign of “violence and harassment” against 
the OSCE monitors aimed at preventing 
them from reporting truce violations.

U.S. State Department spokeswoman 
Heather Nauert said Washington was 
“deeply concerned” about the situation, 
describing the separatists as “Russian-led, 
Russian-funded and Russian-trained.”

Ms. Nauert said that on June 20, separat-
ist forces fired at retreating OSCE vehicles 
carrying monitors.

In April, an American paramedic was 
killed and two OSCE monitors were 
wounded in separatist-controlled eastern 
Ukraine when their vehicle hit explosives.

“The incidents are part of a broader 
effort to keep the international community 
from seeing what is happening in eastern 
Ukraine,” Ms. Nauert said.

Speaking in Moscow on July 8, Kremlin 
spokesman Dmitry Peskov told reporters 
that implementation of the Minsk accords 
had been too slow and that a genuine 

ceasefire was necessary.
“There is an understanding that effective 

measures should be taken, which would 
lead to real ceasefire on the frontline and 
ensure military hardware withdrawal,” Mr. 
Peskov said.

The second German official told RFE/RL 
on July 8 that Berlin welcomed the appoint-
ment by Washington a day earlier of Kurt 
Volker, a former U.S. ambassador to NATO, 
as a special U.S. envoy to negotiate over the 
fate of war-racked Ukraine.

The official  said Germany saw 
Ambassador Volker’s appointment as an 
attempt to complement the peace initiative 
spearheaded by Berlin and Paris.

Mr. Volker later accompanied U.S. 
Secretary of State Rex Tillerson on a trip to 
Kyiv for talks on July 9 with Ukrainian 
President Petro Poroshenko and NATO 
Secretary-General Jens Stoltenberg.

With reporting by Reuters and DPA.
Copyright 2017, RFE/RL Inc. Reprinted 

with the permission of Radio Free Europe/
Radio Liberty, 1201 Connecticut Ave. NW, 
Washington DC 20036; www.rferl.org (see 
https://www.rferl.org/a/ukraine-russia-
merkel-macron-putin-talk-minsk-implemen-
tation/28603258.html).

 NEWS ANALYSIS

UCCA

NEW YORK – As the world’s attention 
lingered on the G-20 summit of last 
week, Ukraine hosted numerous interna-
tional visitors the next weekend, includ-
ing: U.N. Secretary General Antonio 
Guterres, NATO Secretary-General Jens 
Stoltenberg, U.S. Secretary of State Rex 
Tillerson and U.S. Special Representative 
for Ukraine Negotiations Kurt Volker.

The Ukrainian Congress Committee of 
America (UCCA), which represents nearly 
1.5 million Americans of Ukrainian 
descent, has respectfully requested a 
meeting with Ambassador Volker follow-
ing his weeklong visit to Ukraine to dis-
cuss his new appointment as the United 
States special representative for Ukraine 
negotiations. 

News of Ambassador Volker’s appoint-
ment was welcomed by the UCCA, as it sig-
nifies that the U.S. continues to support its 
strategic partner in the face of continued 
Russian aggression. The UCCA believes 
that a strong, democratic and independent 
Ukraine remains in the national security 
interests of the United States. 

Ukraine today stands as the only non-
NATO partner nation to have contributed 
actively to all NATO-led operations and 
missions for the past 20 years, a fact not 

unfamiliar to Ambassador Volker, a for-
mer ambassador to NATO.

In the meantime, the UCCA is urgently 
calling upon supporters of Ukraine to con-
tact their elected representatives in sup-
port of the latest Russia-sanctions bill. 
Recently, the U.S. Senate passed an amend-
ment that would codify currently imposed 
sanctions on Russia, requiring bicameral 
congressional approval before any chang-
es to these sanctions can be made. 
Additional, even stricter sanctions would 
also be added as part of this legislation, 
targeting Russia’s mining, metal, shipping 
and railway sectors, parts of its energy 
sector, as well as numerous individuals 
who have conducted business with 
Russia’s intelligence or defense sectors. 

While this bill has now been referred to 
the U.S. House of Representatives, a con-
sensus on its future has yet to be deter-
mined, as various interest groups lobby to 
push back against the overwhelming sup-
port the bill received in the Senate. 

The UCCA noted that the Ukrainian 
American community applauds this new 
legislation, and urges all Ukraine support-
ers to help ensure that sanctions against 
the Russian Federation will remain in 
place until the withdrawal of all covert 
and overt Russian forces and equipment 
from Ukraine.

UCCA requests meeting with Volker,
U.S. special representative for Ukraine

Association Agreement with Ukraine
formally approved by European Union

RFE/RL

BRUSSELS – The European Union’s 28 
member states have formally endorsed the 
EU-Ukraine Association Agreement, the 
final step in the ratification process after 
years of political twists and turns.

The deal, which strengthens ties 
between the EU and Kyiv, will enter into 
force on September 1.

The landmark agreement was initially 
slated for signing in November 2013. But 
the Ukrainian president at the time, Viktor 
Yanukovych, walked away from it under 
pressure from Moscow, prompting massive 
protests that pushed him from power in 
February 2014.

Russia responded by annexing Ukraine’s 
Crimea region and providing military and 
economic support to separatists in a war 
against Kyiv that has killed more than 
10,000 people in eastern Ukraine.

Current Ukrainian President Petro 
Poroshenko signed the EU agreement in 
June 2014, but it remained unratified after 
61 percent of Dutch voters opposed it in a 
citizen-driven, nonbinding referendum in 
April 2016.

The Dutch government eased voters’ 
concerns in December the same year by 
negotiating a legally binding supplement to 
the Association Agreement with the other 
27 EU member states to underscore that it 
will not give Kyiv the right to automatic EU 
membership or guarantee any EU military 
aid for Ukraine.

The Netherlands ratified the Association 
Agreement in June after both its lower 
house and Senate voted in favor of it earlier 
this year.

The handover of a letter announcing the 
completion of the ratification process will 
happen at an EU-Ukraine summit in Kyiv 
on July 12-13.

Speaking ahead of the summit, Mr. 
Poroshenko noted that “a qualitatively new 
stage of our journey to the European Union 
will start on September 1, 2017.”

He added that Ukraine will coordinate 
with EU leaders on “how to ensure the 
most efficient and rapid achievement of the 
agreement’s objective.”

Russian objections

Many parts of the Association Agreement 
have been provisionally applied since 2014, 
but the adoption of the agreement will 
ensure closer cooperation between the EU 
and Ukraine in areas such as foreign policy, 
justice, education, science and technology. 

The economic part of the agreement, 
called the Deep and Comprehensive Free 
Trade Area (DCFTA), is also intended to open 
up the EU market to Ukrainian goods and will 
align the Ukrainian economy with EU stan-
dards by harmonizing laws and regulations.

Russia has indicated that it objects to the 
EU-Ukraine trade pact. Minutes of a June 29 
meeting of the World Trade Association’s 
Committee on Regional Trade Agreements 
that were published on July 11 record Russia’s 
representative as saying the EU-Ukraine 
DCFTA was “an exemplary case of a situation 
where a free trade area worsened trade con-
ditions for other trading partners.” 

WTO rules stipulate that free trade areas 
should boost trade between the signatories 
while at the same time preventing the erec-
tion of new trade barriers for other countries. 

The Russian WTO representative said that 
Russia’s share of Ukrainian imports had fall-
en significantly since Ukraine began imple-
menting its Association Agreement with the 
EU, while the EU’s share had grown. 

Since becoming a WTO member in 
2012, Russia has launched six trade dis-
putes – all against the EU or Ukraine. 

With reporting by RFE/RL Correspondent 
Rikard Jozwiak in Brussels and Reuters.

Copyright 2017, RFE/RL Inc. Reprinted 
with the permission of Radio Free Europe/
Radio Liberty, 1201 Connecticut Ave. NW, 
Washington DC 20036; www.rferl.org (see 
https://www.rferl.org/a/eu-ukraine-associ-
ation-agreement-formally-approved/ 
28610083.html).

Kurt Volker
McCain Institute
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UNA Organizing Report for 2016
by Yuriy Symczyk 

UNA National Secretary 

UNA National Secretary Yuriy Symczyk was unanimously 
elected to the position on November 18, 2016, due to the 
unexpected passing of Christine Kozak, national secretary of 
the Ukrainian National Association since 2002. The following 
annual report prepared by Mr. Symczyk outlines the status of 
operations and highlights various initiatives that have been 
taken on throughout the report period, January 1, 2016, to 
December 31, 201,6 which includes Ms. Kozak’s tenure. 

UNA Champions Clubs

Lubov Streletsky was the champion of the 2016 “Club of 
UNA Builders.” Mrs. Streletsky is an advisor on the UNA 
General Assembly, a fraternal agent, Philadelphia District 
chairperson and secretary of UNA Branch 10. During 2016 
she brought in 17 new members and sold life insurance 
with face value of $865,500. 

The top three branch secretaries/organizers who 
brought in the most new members were Mrs. Streletsky 
(Branch 10) with 17 policies, Eugene Serba (Branch 173) 
with four policies, and George Fedorijczuk (Branch 162) 
with four policies. 

The top three districts that brought in the most new 
members were Philadelphia with 31 members, New Jersey 
with 29 members and Chicago with 16 new members.

The top three independent agents who sold the most 
life insurance in face amount were as follows: Caron 
Clausen-Cohol ($400,000), Daniel R. Marcelain ($240,000) 
and John T. Wike ($167,500). 

Life insurance 

New life business sold during 2016 totaled 125 policies 
with a face amount of $4,520,154 and $122,033 in annual 
premiums. Of that amount, 41 life insurance policies were 
sold by branch secretaries for $1,578,000 in face amount 
and $26,981 in premiums. UNA Home Office employees sold 
51 policies with a face value of $1,637,654 and $74,649 in 
premiums. Lastly, independent field agents sold 33 policies 
with a face value of $1,304,500 and premiums of $20,403.

Membership drive

As in past years, the UNA organized a membership 
drive. The 2016 drive started on April 1 and lasted through 
December 23. Only life insurance sales were taken into 
consideration. The competition is open to branch secretar-
ies/organizers of UNA branches in states where the UNA is 
licensed to do business.

The following are winners of the drive:
• Lubov Streletsky, UNA advisor, Philadelphia District 

chairperson, secretary of Branch 10 – 2nd Level winner.
• Eugene Serba, UNA auditor, assistant secretary of 

Branch 173 – 1st Level winner.
• George Fedorijczuk, secretary of Branch 162, 

Philadelphia District treasurer – 1st Level winner.

Annuities

Annuity business during 2016 totaled 56 policies with 
premiums (cash with applications) of $2,342,162. Of that 
amount, four annuities were sold by branch secretaries for 
a total of $8,000 in premiums. UNA Home Office employees 
sold 17 annuities with premiums of $1,129,593. Lastly, 
independent field agents sold 35 annuities with premiums 
of $1,204,569.

The UNA witnessed two significant changes to its annui-
ty portfolio in the first three quarters of 2016. As planned, 
with the start of the new year on January 1, 2016, the UNA 
resumed operations in the annuity market after taking a 
planned hiatus in 2014 that continued through 2015. The 
approach to resuming operations was measured and cau-
tiously planned. In order to manage a balanced annuity 
relaunch, the UNA designed the following annuity parame-
ters.

• Annuity sales were capped at $5 million per quarter.
• A $75,000 cap was instituted on individual five-, 

seven- and nine-year annuities.
• The guaranteed rate on all new business decreased to 

1 percent.
• The crediting rate on new business was set at 2.5 per-

cent (five-year), 2.75 percent (seven-year) and 3 percent 
(nine-year).

Mission Statement
The Ukrainian National Association exists:
 • to promote the principles of fraternalism; 
 • to preserve the Ukrainian, Ukrainian American and Ukrainian Canadian 
heritage and culture; and 
 • to provide quality financial services and products to its members.
As a fraternal insurance society, the Ukrainian National Association reinvests 
its earnings for the benefit of its members and the Ukrainian community.

• Crediting rates on existing five-, seven- and nine-year 
products were increased from the “minimum guarantee” 
rates to 2.5 percent (five-year), 2.75 percent (seven-year) 
and 3 percent (nine-year).

• Commission rates were decreased as follows: from 
3.75 percent to 3 percent (five-year), from 4 percent to 
3.75 percent (seven-year) and from 4.5 percent to 4 per-
cent (nine-year).

The increased crediting rate on new business and exist-
ing five-, seven- and nine-year products could not over-
come the negative aspect of lowering the minimum guar-
anteed rate on all new business to 1 percent and decreas-
ing commission rates, as well as the two-year pause the 
UNA took from promoting new annuity business. Annuity 
sales were stagnant, and it was clear that revitalizing the 
once-thriving relationship with our independent field 
agents would take longer than initially anticipated. 

In a second effort to improve our position in generating 
more annuity sales, on June 1, 2016, the UNA introduced 
new increased crediting rates.

• A $150,000 cap was installed on individual five-, 
seven- and nine-year annuities.

• The crediting rate on new business was set at 3 per-
cent (five-year), 3.75 percent (seven-year) and 4 percent 
(nine-year).

District meetings

During this report period, annual district meetings 
were held in Parsippany, N.J., on April 2, 2016, for the New 
Jersey District; in Warren, Mich., on April 10, 2016, for the 
Detroit District; and in New Haven, Conn., on April 23, 
2016, for the Connecticut District. 

Fall organizing meetings were held in New Jersey and 
Connecticut.

“Guide to Life”

To better market the UNA and its products, an informa-
tive publication, “Guide to Life” was prepared. It not only 
provides facts and figures about the UNA, as well as its 
benefits, but also provides concise explanations of insur-
ance products and their value in establishing financial 
well-being. 

In the guide, each UNA life insurance product is fea-
tured on a two-page spread that includes descriptions in 
Ukrainian and English, as well as a user-friendly rate 
chart. Using the chart, readers are able to easily calculate 
premiums for each UNA product. Additionally, since the 
UNA has received numerous requests for bilingual prod-
uct descriptions, these can be especially valuable. 

Besides reviewing life insurance and annuities in gen-
eral, the “Guide to Life” is a comprehensive explanation of 
the value and benefits of turning to the UNA in particular 
for these products.

Single-Premium Whole Life

To mark Life Insurance Awareness Month, the UNA 
waived the $25 fee for all Single-Premium Whole Life poli-
cies sold from September 1, 2016, to December 20, 2016. 
The Single-Premium Whole Life policy is a simple product 
that can suit all ages, and waiving the $25 fee was an effort 
to help promote more sales. The promotion was adver-
tised in the UNA’s publications, Svoboda and The 
Ukrainian Weekly, as well as Clifton Magazine, and was 
included in the monthly memo sent to all branch secretar-
ies.

Lost policy locator

The State of New Jersey Department of Banking and 
Insurance released order No. A16-116 requiring all compa-
nies that are currently authorized to issue life insurance 
policies and/or annuity contracts in the state to create and 
provide the department with a generic e-mail address spe-
cifically designated for receipt of missing policy or contract 
search requests from the department and/or the National 
Association of Insurance Commissioners (NAIC). The UNA 
has created and provided the State of New Jersey 
Department of Banking and Insurance with such an e-mail 
address and receives several lost policy requests on a 
weekly basis. The UNA follows the same procedure for sev-
eral other states that have presented similar requirements, 
including New York and Illinois.

Paid-Up policy mailing

The UNA has conducted several mailings, specifically to 
paid-up policy holders, in an effort to update their contact 
information, as well as the contact information of their 
beneficiaries. Oftentimes, UNA staffers spend countless 
hours searching for beneficiaries or family members 
because the contact information was never updated 
through the years by the insured or the policy owner. 
When members call in to update their information, this 
also allows the professional staff to answer other questions 
they may have and potentially sell new policies.

American Fraternal Alliance

The Ukrainian National Association is a member of the 
American Fraternal Alliance. UNA Treasurer Roma 
Lisovich and National Secretary Yuriy Symczyk attended 
the 2016 American Fraternal Alliance annual meeting on 
September 8-10, 2016, which was held at the Omni 
Nashville Hotel in Nashville, Tenn. Both also attended the 
Board Institute Master Class on September 8, 2016, where 
they were able to engage in discussions on topics such as 
the board’s role in shaping the strategic direction of a fra-
ternal society, strategic planning sessions, collaboration 
(between boards of other societies), and enhancing profit-
ability and member service. 

New Jersey/New York Fraternal Alliance

The New Jersey/New York Fraternal Alliance annual 
meeting was held on October 13-14, 2016, at the Showboat 
Hotel in Atlantic City, NJ. As part of the annual meeting, 
elections were held for the board of directors. In an effort 
to further promote the UNA, Yuriy Symczyk was elected to 
serve on the board of directors. He has attended both 
board meetings since the annual meeting, the first being 
held on December 8, 2016, when he was asked to serve on 
the Youth Awards Committee.

The UNA mourns

The UNA mourns the following individuals. 
• Christine E. Kozak, national secretary of the Ukrainian 

National Association since 2002, passed away on June 27, 
2016, at the age of 62. She was the UNA’s top life insurance 
professional and one of three full-time executive officers.

• Stephan Chorney, secretary of Branch 401, who 
served our organization as branch secretary for 38 years, 
passed away on May 25, 2016, at the age of 92.

• Eugene Gulycz, secretary of Branch 12, who served 
our organization as branch secretary for 15 years passed 
away on November 5, 2016, at the age of 67. 

May they rest in peace! Вічна Їм пам’ять!

       THE UKRAINIAN NATIONAL ASSOCIATION FORUM       T
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There’s been good news thus far this month as the topic of Ukraine was on the 
agenda in several world capitals. 

Speaking in Warsaw’s Krasinski Square on July 6, President Donald Trump urged 
Russia “to cease its destabilizing activities in Ukraine and elsewhere” and, after 
meeting with Polish President Andrzej Duda, said the U.S. is “working with Poland in 
response to Russia’s actions and destabilizing behavior.” It is important to point out 
that those strong remarks about Russia’s aggression came before President Trump’s 
much-anticipated meeting with Russian President Vladimir Putin on the sidelines of 
the G-20 summit on July 7-8 in Hamburg, Germany. 

Speaking in Washington on July 7, shortly before the Trump-Putin meeting, 
Secretary of State Rex Tillerson announced the appointment of Kurt Volker, a highly 
respected and highly qualified ambassador, an expert in U.S. foreign and national secu-
rity policy, and executive director of the McCain Institute for International Leadership, 
as the U.S. special representative for Ukraine negotiations. His role, according to the 
State Department, is to “coordinate all State Department efforts to bring a resolution to 
the conflict created when Russia invaded Crimea and later eastern Ukraine.”

To be sure, the topic of Ukraine was brought up during the meeting between 
Messrs. Trump and Putin, but we know very little about what was actually said, 
since press reports focused on election hacking and Syria. A White House briefing on 
the conversation in Hamburg referred merely to the Volker appointment. 

However, it is significant that Mr. Tillerson headed to Ukraine immediately after-
wards. In Kyiv on July 9, the secretary of state made it clear that “It is necessary for 
Russia to take the first step to de-escalate the situation in the east part of Ukraine, in 
particular by respecting the ceasefire, by pulling back the heavy weapons.” He also 
underscored that “the U.S. and EU sanctions on Russia will remain in place until 
Moscow reverses the actions that triggered these particular sanctions.” 
Furthermore, Mr. Tillerson stated unequivocally that the war in Ukraine was 
“planned and launched from Moscow.” He noted that when Presidents Trump and 
Putin met two days earlier, they discussed “what is to be done about the Russian 
behavior of non-adherence to the Minsk agreements and non-implementation of 
clear and straightforward steps as to the de-occupation of Ukraine.” 

On the very next day, July 10, Jens Stoltenberg, secretary-general of NATO (mem-
bership in which is now a foreign policy priority of Kyiv), was in the Ukrainian capi-
tal. He called on Russia to remove its “thousands of soldiers from Ukraine and stop 
supporting the militants with command-and-control and military equipment,” and 
he underlined that the Minsk agreements must be implemented. He also made it 
eminently clear that NATO members do not accept Russia’s 2014 annexation of the 
Ukrainian region of Crimea. 

Meanwhile, in Moscow, the Kremlin continued to deny, deny, deny. Spokesman 
Dmitry Peskov told journalists that “Russia has never had and has no servicemen in 
Ukraine.” But no one believes that anymore…

Back here in the U.S., we remain hopeful that these latest developments will lead 
to a just resolution of the war in Ukraine and will result in peace for the country’s 
long-suffering people. And the Ukrainian Congress Committee of America, which 
welcomed the appointment of Ambassador Volker – saying “it signifies that the U.S. 
continues to support its strategic partner in the face of continued Russian aggres-
sion” – has requested a meeting with him upon his return to the U.S.

The Ukrainian Weekly

Three years ago, on July 21, 2014, President Barack Obama 
released an official statement on the situation in Ukraine, follow-
ing the downing of flight MH17 over eastern Ukraine on July 17, 
2014, that killed all 298 persons on board. The statement was 
released by the White House Office of the Press Secretary.

Excerpts from the statement were published in The Ukrainian 
Weekly. “…it’s now been four days since Malaysia Airlines Flight 17 was shot down over 
territory controlled by Russian-backed separatists in Ukraine. Over the last several days, 
our hearts have been absolutely broken as we’ve learned more about the extraordinary 
and beautiful lives that were lost – men, women and children and infants who were killed 
so suddenly and so senselessly,” it said.

The statement also acknowledged the grief felt by families around the world and the 
reaction of world leaders, who remained in shock and also in a state of outrage. “…Our 
immediate focus is on recovering those who were lost, investigating exactly what hap-
pened and putting forward the facts. We have to make sure that the truth is out and that 
accountability exists,” the statement continued.

President Obama noted the international effort put forth for the investigation, and how 
the U.S. was providing its expertise in the collecting of evidence. The crash site remained 
unsecure, with the evidence being mishandled by the occupying forces directed by Russian 
“volunteers,” who restricted access to the site. Mr. Obama underscored, “[These investiga-
tors] need to be able to conduct a prompt and full and unimpeded as well as transparent 
investigation. And recovery personnel have to do the solemn and sacred work on recover-
ing the remains of those who were lost… These separatists are removing evidence from the 
crash site, all of which begs the question – what exactly are they trying to hide?”

President Petro Poroshenko declared the crash site a demilitarized zone in the hopes that 
it would speed up access to the area. But, as Mr. Obama highlighted, “…These Russian-backed 
separatists are removing bodies from the crash site, oftentimes without the care that we 
would normally expect from a tragedy like this. And this is an insult to those who have lost 
loved ones. This is the kind of behavior that has no place in the community of nations.”

Regarding the separatists and Russia’s role in the war in Ukraine, Mr. Obama under-
scored: “…Russia has trained them. We know that Russia has armed them with military 
equipment and weapons, including anti-aircraft weapons. Key separatist leaders are 

July
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Turning the pages back...

by Paul Goble

Vladimir Putin and Donald Trump may 
have achieved a certain “chemistry” at their 
meeting in Hamburg, Germany, as U.S. 
Secretary of State Rex Tillerson suggests. 
But neither leader has the underlying 
“physics” that will allow for any real agree-
ment or the capitulation of one to the other, 
according to Vitaly Portnikov.

The Ukrainian commentator argues that, 
as a result, the meeting was less significant 
than many have wanted to make it into 
because, at least at the present time, “both 
leaders simply do not have the platforms 
needed for an agreement” or even for 
approaching one in any serious way (lb.ua/
world/2017/07/08/370927_himiya_bez_
fiziki_trampu_putinu.html).

Mr. Portnikov argues that “Trump cannot 
capitulate to Vladimir Putin even if he wanted 
to, but he doesn’t want to” for three reasons.

First, “he is president of the U.S.,” and the 
relative power of the two countries is incom-
parable even when Moscow “decides to 
make use of the newest technologies for the 
destabilization of its opponent.” Second, the 
state he leads is itself a barrier to any capitu-
lation given how Moscow has been behav-
ing. And third, Mr. Trump can’t because he 
and his closest collaborators are “figures of 
an investigation into possible contacts with 
the Russians during the election” and the 
president must show “that he does not have 
any relationship to these contacts.”

But Mr. Putin cannot capitulate to Mr. 
Trump either, and for three important reasons. 

First, Mr. Putin long ago left the world of 
reality for a world based on fantasies of his 
importance. Second, “capitulation would 
mean the collapse of Putin’s authority” in 
the eyes of his security service cronies. And 
third, just as Mr. Trump has nothing to offer 
Mr. Putin, so Mr. Putin has nothing to offer 
Mr. Trump which is not inconsistent with 
the political and “what is most important” 

economic systems of the countries that 
they head.

As a result, the two could talk as long as 
they wanted – “an hour, two or even three” 
and nothing would result, Mr. Portnikov 
notes. Indeed, what their aides did announce 
after the meeting of the two shows just how 
little the meeting mattered as far as key 
issues are concerned.

The partial agreement on Syria had 
already been worked out before the meet-
ing and in fact was announced nearly 
simultaneously in Jordan because it reflect-
ed the work of more than just the U.S. and 
Russia. If the two are going to resolve the 
Syrian crisis, it will take far more than what 
has been announced.

As to Ukraine, it has turned out that “the 
American administration has no new form, 
that its entire model involves the demand 
that the Minsk accords be fulfilled and that 
there be a separate channel between the 
White House and the Kremlin” – something 
that was already in place under President 
Barack Obama.

Kurt Volker, the new special U.S. repre-
sentative on Ukraine, is known as a hawk, 
but in fact he simply is someone who 
“thinks in a sober-minded fashion.” That is 
indeed “an important signal to Moscow” 
that the Trump administration is “prepared 
to wait until Russia weakens and capitu-
lates,” and better to the U.S. than to the EU.

But Mr. Putin “will not capitulate,” and that 
appears to be something that hasn’t entered 
Mr. Trump’s mind, Mr. Portnikov observes.

And as far as cybersecurity is concerned, 
Mr. Trump knows that Mr. Putin is lying, but he 
has no strategy for dealing with that either. 
Consequently, the meeting could be praised by 
Mr. Tillerson only for allowing the two leaders 
to achieve a certain “chemistry” in their rela-
tionship. But “this has no importance at all.”

“Because ‘chemistry’ without ‘the phys-
ics’” that operates on the real laws of the 
world, isn’t going to produce any result at all.

by Paul Goble

There is no “Ukrainian crisis,” as so 
many in Moscow and the West continue to 
say. There is, instead, an all too real Russian 
war in and against Ukraine, one that Kyiv is 
fighting against.  And Ukraine’s First Vice-
Minister of Defense Ivan Rusnak in early 
July provided new numbers that demon-
strate that tragic reality beyond any rea-
sonable doubt.

On July 4, Mr. Rusnak described the 
Russian invasion and occupation forces, the 
losses (human and otherwise) they have 
imposed on his country, and the burden the 
Ukrainian people have been forced to bear 
in opposing what Moscow has done and is 
doing in Ukraine.

• A massive Russian invasion and occupa-

tion force: There are more than 60,000 
Russian troops in Ukraine and along the 
Russian Ukrainian border, outfitted with 
modern weapons and officered almost 
exclusively at the top by Russian officers and 
generals (unian.ua/war/2009086-u-mino-
boroni-nazvali-chiselnist-rosiyskih-viysk-na-
kordoni-z-ukrajinoyu-ta-na-donbasi.html). 

• 2,700 Ukrainians killed and more than 
10,000 wounded: Ukraine has suffered 
massive human losses as Russian forces 
have killed more than 2,700 Ukrainian 
fighters and citizens and wounded more 
than 10,000 in addition (unn.com.ua/ru/
news/1674205-za-chas-ato-zaginuli-
bilshe-2-7-tis-viyskovikh-ta-ponad-10-tis-
poraneni-minoboroni).

• $50 billion U.S. in property losses: Mr. 
Rusnak says that preliminary assessments 
suggest that “in the east of Ukraine,” Russian 
actions have destroyed “objects of energy, 
transportation and social infrastructure” 
worth about $50 billion U.S. (economics.
unian.ua/finance/2009076-blizko-50-mil-
yardiv-u-minoboroni-pidrahuvali-sumu-
zbitkiv-vid-ruynuvannya-infrastrukturi-na-
donbasi-cherez-agresiyu-rf.html).

•  An ever-increasing defense burden on 
Ukraine: This year, the vice-minister says, 
Ukraine spent 64 billion hrv ($2.46 billion 
U.S.) and plans to spend even more next, 74 
billion hrv ($2.85 billion).

Putin and Trump may have chemistry,
but they don’t have physics to make a deal

Russia’s war against Ukraine:
A breakdown of the numbers

(Continued on page 18)

Ukraine on the agenda

 WINDOW ON EURASIA

Paul Goble is a long-time specialist on 
ethnic and religious questions in Eurasia 
who has served in various capacities in the 
U.S. State Department, the Central 
Intelligence Agency and the International 
Broadcasting Bureau, as well as at the Voice 
of America and Radio Free Europe/Radio 
Liberty and the Carnegie Endowment for 
International Peace. The article above is 
reprinted with permission from his blog 
called “Window on Eurasia” (http://windo-
woneurasia2.blogspot.com/).
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Dear Editor:

The comments by John T. Bodnar (letter 
to the editor, June 18) regarding President 
Donald Trump reminds me of the rhetoric 
of comrade Joseph Stalin when speaking of 
the kulaks: There is no longer any doubt; it 
is common knowledge; the facts are blatant 
and overwhelming; etc. 

Mr. Bodnar is wrong.
There is no evidence of any collusion 

between the Trump campaign and the 
Russians. After all the hype and fake news, 
no crime has been committed by President 
Trump or his campaign.

That the Russians were seeking to inter-
fere in the election was known by President 
Barack Obama and his staff by August 2016. 
That he did nothing about it is also known. 
He acted the same way when Russia 
grabbed Crimea in 2014. His inaction and 
weakness, and refusal to help arm Ukraine 
was an acceptance of Vladimir Putin’s 
aggression. He was no friend of Ukraine.

President Trump, on the other hand, is 
building up our armed forces and will be a 
strong friend of Ukraine and an effective 
force against Mr. Putin’s aggression.

Michael A. Cholewka
Brooklyn

Dear Editor:

John Bodnar (letter to the editor, June 18) 
maligns Donald Trump by using innuendoes 
and distortions without demonstrating any 
concrete evidence. He states that President 
Trump can’t wait to sweep Russian intru-
sions under the rug. Yet among the evidence 
on Barack Obama’s desk was proof that 
Vladimir Putin was directing Russian espio-
nage against the U.S. Nevertheless, President 
Obama kept relatively silent on this effort in 
order to avoid contaminating the expected 
Hillary Clinton triumph. Mr. Bodnar states 
Jared Kushner sought to make common 
cause with the Russians. This is as vague a 
statement as you can make. 

Improved relations with Russia have 
been the aim of every president since the 
collapse of the Berlin Wall. Presidents and 

Trump will be
friend of Ukraine

Obama administration’s
dereliction of duty

 LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

GUIDELINES FOR LETTERS 
TO THE EDITOR

The Ukrainian Weekly welcomes letters 
to the editor and commentaries on a vari-
ety of topics of concern to the Ukrainian 
American and Ukrainian Canadian com-
munities. Opinions expressed by colum-
nists, commentators and letter-writers are 
their own and do not necessarily reflect 
the opinions of either The Weekly edito-
rial staff or its publisher, the Ukrainian 
National Association.

Letters must be signed (anonymous let-
ters are not published). The daytime phone 
number and complete mailing address of 
the letter-writer must be given for verifica-
tion purposes. 

Please note: The length of letters cannot 
exceed 500 words. Letters may be edit-
ed or abridged. Letters should be sent to  
staff@ukrweekly.com or to The Ukrainian 
Weekly, 2200 Route 10, P.O. Box 280, 
Parsippany, NJ 07054.

Four principles characterize the life of 
the Ukrainian diaspora in the United States: 
Ukrainian patriotism, American loyalty, lib-
eral democracy and religion. While all four 
can be reconciled, there are tensions 
among them that, if pushed to their limits, 
produce contradictions. They comprise six 
opposing pairs: if you arrange them as the 
points of a square, you will be able to draw 
six lines among them.

The first opposing pair of principles is 
obvious. Is Ukrainian patriotism consistent 
with our duty of loyalty as American citi-
zens? To harmonize them, we may cast our 
American commitment as civic and politi-
cal, and our Ukrainian affiliation as cultural 
and religious. But some say that American 
identity is a complex of cultural traditions 
too. Conservative analyst R. R. Reno argues 
that being American is more than holding a 
set of political ideas, for “America is a com-
munity of memory and habit of mind.” 
(First Things, May 2017, p. 65.)

Today, it is true, a double or multiple cul-
tural identity has become commonplace. But 
what if our Ukrainian affiliation is not just 
cultural, but political? Can it be harmonized 
with our civic devotion to America? It all 
depends on how we define American and 
Ukrainian interests. If the United States has 
an interest in the economic, military and 
political domination of the world, then our 
civic loyalty may clash with our commitment 
to a truly independent Ukraine. But if we 
take the American ideal of universal political 
freedom and democracy at face value, then 
these loyalties reinforce each other. 

A second opposing pair of principles 
represents a problem that arose in the 
1930s. Is Ukrainian nationalism compati-
ble with religion? Nationalism with a capi-
tal “N” – that is, an integral nationalist ide-
ology claiming supremacy over all other 
commitments – is inconsistent with any 
recognizable form of Christianity. But 
“Christian nationalism” respects the rights 
of other peoples and nations to the sover-
eignty we desire for ourselves.

Related to this is a third and unexpected 
source of possible tension. Is there a con-
flict between Ukrainians’ religious commit-
ments and their loyalty to the United 
States? Until a few years ago, such a ques-
tion was almost unthinkable. But recent 
conflicts between the Catholic Church and 
the federal government over marriage and 
“life issues” have raised it. There is no ques-
tion of disloyalty, but civil disobedience 
may become necessary. 

The fourth pair of principles, by con-
trast, does not really conflict. Our American 
loyalty is not likely to clash with our sup-
port for liberal democracy. This is not only 
because the U.S. was founded upon liberal 
democratic principles. It is also because 
even American conservatism, to which 
some Ukrainian Americans subscribe, is 
“liberal” in the original sense of the word. 
As Alasdair MacIntyre put it, “...modern 
conservatives are for the most part 
engaged in conserving only older rather 
than later versions of liberal individualism. 
Their own core doctrine is as liberal and as 
individualist as that of self-avowed liber-
als.” (“After Virtue,” 2nd ed. 1984, p. 222.) 

The fifth pair may come as a surprise. 
Could it be that liberal democracy conflicts 
with religion? The European liberalism of 
many of our forebears co-existed with a 

religious worldview – uneasily, to be sure, 
given its sharply anti-clerical bent. The 
problem is that liberalism is a product of an 
Enlightenment philosophy that sought to 
replace a Christian morality with one based 
on reason. If MacIntyre is correct, that 
attempt ultimately failed. The result is our 
present predicament, where we cannot 
form a consensus on fundamental issues of 
life and death. Until recently, it is true, 
American liberal democracy could function 
without a built-in moral foundation 
because religion fulfilled that need. But 
when we exclude religion from public life, 
we find ourselves without resources for 
moral and ethical decision-making. In that 
sense, liberal democracy does not so much 
clash with religion as contest its moral 
authority – although it can offer none in its 
place. The danger is that the state, grasping 
for an ethical framework, may seize upon 
the ideology of the moment, no matter how 
fatuous – especially if it is backed by money 
and influence. 

The latest stage of liberal democracy, it 
seems, is neo-liberalism, which favors a 
global “free” market. The result is global-
ization – the dissolution of legal, political, 
cultural and moral barriers to commerce – 
including those raised by religion. 
Christianity is not alone, after all, in teach-
ing self-restraint and discouraging heed-
less consumption. Thoughtful diaspora 
leaders may not wish to encourage a 
Ukraine where churches are once again 
turned into nightclubs or cinemas, and 
monasteries into luxury condominiums – 
owned by American conglomerates rather 
than by the state – or where the traditional 
family farm dissolves in multinational cor-
porate agribusiness.

If liberal democracy in its globalist incar-
nation clashes with our religious values, it 
also collides with our nationalism. This 
forms the sixth and final pair of opposing 
principles. Like religion, nationalism resists 
globalism and the neo-liberalism that 
engenders it. “In our dissolving era,” writes 
Reno, “Christianity in the West needs to 
lean in the direction of renewing national 
sovereignty rather than encouraging a glo-
balized, post-national future.” But that 
future starts here. “The post-national age,” 
he predicts, “will be the American age.” 
Ukrainians in the homeland, understand-
ably desperate to distance themselves from 
Russia, cannot take seriously the prospect 
of Ukraine being colonized by a Western 
power. But we should know better. Reno 
warns that “post-national, American-led 
globalization represents a realistic vision of 
the future… And it will be an empire.” (R.R. 
Reno, “A Dissolving Age,” First Things, 
March 2017, pp. 26, 27, 30.)

Recent events signal a reaction. Writing 
of the “global revolt against elites,” Mark 
Blyth claims that “The era of neoliberalism 
is over. The era of neonationalism has just 
begun.” (“Global Trumpism,” Foreign 
Affairs, November 15, 2016.) In Reno’s 
view, the significant divide is no longer 
between freedom and statism, but between 
nationalism and globalism (“The Public 
Square,” First Things, April 2017, p. 5.) Can 
we embrace both?

Diaspora dilemmas

Andrew Sorokowski can be reached at 
andrewsorokowski@gmail.com.

 FOR THE RECORD

The following statement was released by 
the Ukrainian Congress Committee of 
America on July 6.

Earlier today, President Donald Trump 
was welcomed by throngs of Poles in 
Warsaw’s Krasiński Square, where he stood 
at the foot of the Memorial to the 1944 
Warsaw Uprising and urged Russia “to 
cease its destabilizing activities in Ukraine 
and elsewhere.” Following his re-commit-
ment that the United States “stands firmly 
behind Article 5,” it was also announced 
that an agreement was reached to sell eight 
Patriot missile defense systems to Poland by 
the end of the year, in a memorandum 
signed on Wednesday night.

The Ukrainian Congress Committee of 
America (UCCA), the largest grassroots rep-
resentation of Americans of Ukrainian 

descent, welcomes today’s acknowledge-
ment by President Trump that Russia has 
acted against Ukraine. Since the beginning 
of 2017, there have been nearly 2,000 
recorded attacks by Russian forces across 
the “ceasefire” line in Ukraine, with dozens 
of civilians killed this year alone. Since 
January 2017, Russian forces have also 
resumed firing heavy artillery onto 
Ukrainian positions and deployed portable 
rocket launchers among its invading forces.

As a reminder to all, the Russian 
Federation’s outright invasion of eastern 
Ukraine, illegal occupation of Crimea, the 
neo-colonialist policy of expanding a 
“Russkyi Mir” (Russian World) – not to 
mention the multi-vectored political, eco-
nomic, cyber, cultural and religious aggres-

President Trump acknowledges Russia’s
‘destabilizing activities’ in Ukraine

presidents-elect have been using secret 
emissaries and back channels forever. Are 
we supposed to infer a gigantic conspiracy 
from the fact that Mr. Trump did not frown 
during his meeting with Sergey Lavrov?

Former Obama administration CIA chief 
John Brennan, in testimony, offered evi-
dence of Trump campaign cooperation 
with Russian intelligence.

Hillary Clinton, as secretary of state, 
showed no grasp of Russian realities. She 
launched the “reset policy” after the murder 
of Alexander Litvinenko and Anna 
Politkovskaya by Mr. Putin’s henchmen. 
Instead of seriously trying to deter Russian 
aggression, which in Ukraine so far has 
claimed more than 10,000 lives, the Obama 
administration in 2009 created the McFaul-
Surkov commission. Michael McFaul, 
President Obama’s chief adviser on Russia, 
was tasked with building a civil society in 
Russia alongside Vladislav Surkov, a Kremlin 
aide responsible for suppressing it.

Instead of spreading distortions about 
Trump, Mr. Bodnar should face the fact that 
the Obama administration’s strategic dere-
liction of duty in not giving Ukraine the 
lethal weapons it needs to defend itself 
against Russian aggression compounded 
the Russia problem. Ukrainian Americans 
should realize that Mr. Obama and Ms. 
Clinton should be the ones brought to jus-
tice for abandoning Ukraine by not uphold-
ing the Budapest Memorandum.

 Roman Kernitsky
Colts Neck, N.J.

(Continued on page 16)
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“Cherez tu Banduru” – Unforgettable meetings in Kyiv
by Mykola Deychakiwsky

As the song goes, “Cherez tu banduru, 
bandurystom stav” (Because of the bandu-
ra, I became a bandura player). That led me 
to three fantastic experiences while in Kyiv 
in early June.

First let me explain the context. I started 
to play the bandura at age 12, taught in 
Cleveland by the venerable Hryhory 
Kytasty. In my teens and 20s I played in the 
Ukrainian Bandurist Chorus and the 
ensemble Homin Stepiv, and taught bandu-
ra at countless courses and summer camps. 
I even finished a couple of music degrees – 
in music theory and choral conducting.

But life had its way of taking me away 
from that scene – ironically when I moved 
to Ukraine and lived there in the 1990s. 
Then and since, work –mainly in charitable 
foundations – and family occupied all my 
time. However, the past few years have 
given me the opportunity to move back into 
the Ukrainian music world, somewhat. 
When my children started going to summer 
bandura camps six years ago, I went along. 

As I used to do decades earlier, I not only 
teach but write arrangements for bandura 
ensembles. While traditional repertoire is 
necessary and valuable, I also believe that it 
is good for young bandurists to learn some 
contemporary pieces. And since I’m an avid 
fan of modern Ukrainian rock and hip hop, 
I’ve adapted and arranged several pieces 
performed by Ukrainian rock musicians. 
I’ve always asked their permission, and 
they have always graciously given it.

That is how I got the chance to sit down 
and chat with the lead singers of two of my 
favorite Ukrainian rock bands – Serhiy 
Vasyliuk from Tin’ Sontsia (www.sunshad-

ow.com.ua) and Roman Makohon from 
Voanerges (www.voanerges.net). Both 
ensembles perform exclusively in 
Ukrainian (well, Tin’ Sontsia sometimes 
sings in Belarusian, and Voanerges some-
times throws in some Old Slavonic), both 
performed on the Maidan during the 
Revolution of Dignity, both have performed 
for Ukrainian soldiers in the anti-terrorist 
operation’s (ATO) war zone.

Serhiy grew up in Kyiv, in a Russian-
speaking household, learning Ukrainian in 
school but not using it too often. He told me 
the story of how he ran into a long-haired 
(he was at the time) rocker like himself 
around 2000 on Kyiv’s Independence 
Square. The rocker was Russian and made 
some snide comment about language. 
Serhiy said his Ukrainian pride took over, 
and he responded to the Russian rocker in 
Ukrainian. A bilingual conversation ensued, 
and they even went for coffee later and 
talked about music for several hours. Serhiy 
says he concluded that, if the Russian rock-
er could understand Ukrainian, all the more 
could his Russian-speaking friends in Kyiv. 
From that time on, he speaks exclusively 
Ukrainian in Ukraine.

Serhiy never had any formal musical 
training, although you wouldn’t know it by 
listening to Tin’ Sontsia’s music. He com-
poses most of the songs, both music and 
text, himself. The music is mainly good old 
hard rock (akin to Metallica), with a full 
sound, delightful variability, meaningful lyr-
ics and what really attracts me: the use of 
the bandura in practically every song. (The 
group also uses a violin in addition to the 
usual electric guitars and drums.) The ban-
dura’s unique sound blends in organically – 
it’s not simply a folkloric add-on.

Roman grew up in Volochysk, a small 
industrial town in the Khmelnytska Oblast. 
He moved to Kyiv to study music and never 
left. After finishing the Kyiv National 
University of Culture and Art, in addition to 
playing at various clubs as a jazz pianist 
and accordion for a Ukrainian government 
agency band, he started making some addi-
tional money by playing at one of Kyiv’s 
evangelical churches. Roman told me that 
he was baptized Orthodox and at first 
didn’t pay much attention to the religious 
aspect, and was even extremely skeptical. 
But after a lot of listening, reading and 
reflection, he began to be much more delib-
erate about living his deepening Christian 
faith. 

In time, he stopped working for church-
es and organized a few fellow musicians to 
form the group Voanerges – which means 
“Sons of Thunder” and is the nickname 
given by Jesus to the Apostle brothers 
James and John. Their musical style is 
mainly ethno-folk rock. On their website, 
they define themselves as “Neofolk = gospel 
+ world + ethno + rock + funk + rap + hip + 
hop!”, and they add: “…we are musicians 
who love God, Ukraine and Ukrainians.” 
Without being preachy, their music cele-
brates God, Christ and the Bible, and lyrics 
often hearken back to Ancient Rus. They 
use a variety of modern electronic and 
reconstructed antique folk instruments – 
including a lira, but with an electronic key-
board, that Roman plays. The sound is 

exciting, engaging, truly unique and quint-
essentially Ukrainian. No banduras – but 
they do use a “starovynna” (antiquated) 
kobza.

My third experience came after having 
dinner with Taras Yanitskiy, whom I met 
last summer when he came to teach at 
Kobzarska Sich, a bandura camp in 
Pennsylvania. Taras is a true virtuoso, one 
of the best bandurists in the world. Besides 
performing, he teaches at the Kyiv National 
University of Culture and Arts. During our 
dinner conversation I learned much from 
him about good pedagogical approaches in 
teaching bandura (listen to https://youtu.
be/9TpvPpiXyNc). 

But the real treat came due to his wife, 
Liudmyla, joining us after her rehearsal was 
done. Turns out she’s a member of the Kyiv 
Chamber Choir that had toured North 
America recently (since they didn’t perform 
in Detroit, I missed them). Liuda invited me 
to observe a rehearsal the following day. I 
could only spare a little time between work 
meetings, but for about 30 minutes I was in 
heaven. This is truly a world-class choir – 
the voices are fantastic and the choral 
blend is amazing (here are a couple sam-
p l es :  ht tp s ://w w w.youtub e .com/
watch?v=emT57WPqsf4 and https://
youtu.be/VM0iyyqesXI). Watching the mas-
terful director Mykola Hobdych run a 
rehearsal was a delight all by itself.

 REFLECTIONS

Serhiy Vasyliuk, lead singer of Tin’ Sontsia.

In Kyiv (from left): Mykola Deychakiwsky, Liudmyla Yanitska and Taras Yanitskiy.

Roman Makohon, leader of Voanerges.

(Continued on page 22)
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Mr. Parubiy was among the honored 
guests at the Ukrainian Day reception. In 
his address to the gathering, he noted that 
Ukrainians have had positive feelings about 
America for a very long time, valuing the 
principles of democracy and freedom on 
which the United States was established. 
And this attitude, he noted, can be found in 
the works of their poet laureate Taras 
Shevchenko.

He pointed out that tens of thousands of 
Ukrainian came to America in the 19th cen-
tury, followed by hundreds of thousands in 
the 20th. They went to America not just to 
make money, he said. “They came to a 
country where dignity and freedom are the 
most important values.”

Russia remains “the enemy number one 
for the free world of democratic countries,” 
much it was earlier as Tsarist Russia, the 
Soviet Union and now as the “Putin empire,” 
he said. Ukraine now is in the front line of 
defending the whole world, he underscored.

“And I would like to express to you our 
gratitude for the support that Ukraine 
received for those 20 years” since the 
Congressional Ukrainian Caucus was 
founded, Mr. Parubiy said.

Earlier that day, 97 of the 100 members 
of the U.S. Senate voted for a resolution to 
strengthen the sanctions against Russia, he 
noted. “And this carries with it a huge sym-
bolic value for Ukraine at this stage of our 
fight.” 

Ukraine’s success against Russia is a key 
to restoring global security order, he said. 
“We have no doubt that we will win, 
because the victory for Ukraine is the victo-
ry of all of the free and democratic world.”

Another prominent Ukrainian govern-
ment official addressing the Ukrainian Day 
reception was acting Minister of Health 
Ulana Suprun, the daughter of Ukrainian 
immigrants who came to the United States 
after World War II. She grew up in Detroit, 
where she was active in the Ukraine com-
munity, then moved with her husband to 
an independent Ukraine, where they 
helped treat the wounded during the 2014 
Maidan revolution and were awarded 
Ukrainian citizenship. Last year she was 
appointed the acting minister of health.

“Since that time we’ve done a lot of 
reforms, and health care reform is actually 
in the forefront of all the reforms that are 
happening now,“ she told the Ukrainian Day 
gathering, adding, “We need to stand firm, 
because we need to make sure that those 
steps forward that were taken in Ukraine 
over the last three years don’t fall back.”

As for the current conflict with Russia in 
eastern Ukraine, Dr. Suprun pointed out 
that 15 Ukrainian solders died in the first 
15 days of June on that eastern front, and 
more than 50 were injured.

“There’s no frozen conflict. It’s an active 
war that’s going on. And I want to com-
mend my nation and my country for doing 
important reforms in the middle of a war,” 
she said.

Rep. Kaptur, who joined with her col-
league Rep. Levin 20 years ago in establish-
ing the Congressional Ukrainian Caucus, in 
her emotional remarks at the gathering 
called on all Americans to be staunch in 
their support freedom and liberty for all.

“We have to understand that, as 
Americans, each generation is asked to, in 
its own way, fight for liberty. And we have 
to make a choice whether we are going to 
embrace that cause, or we are going to turn 
our back and walk away from it,” she said.

“By being here tonight you’ve embraced 
that cause, you’re making a difference in 
what this Congress does in both chambers. 
And we need you. We need your understand-
ing. We need your commitment,” she said.

(Continued from page 1)

Capitol Hill...

Also participating in the congressional 
reception were: former Rep. Donald Ritter 
(R-Pa.), Ukraine’s Ambassador to the U.S. 
Valeriy Chaly, former U.S. Ambassador to 
Ukraine William Miller, Ambassador of 
Lithuania Rolandas Kriščiūnas and the dep-
uty chiefs of mission of Norway, Estonia 
and Poland.

On the Ukrainian American side, among 

the participating prominent leaders were 
the president of the Ukrainian Congress 
Committee of America, Andriy Futey, and 
its current executive director, Tamara Olexy. 
Organizers indicated that also present were 
representatives of Ukrainian communities 
from Connecticut, New York, New Jersey, 
Pennsylvania, Ohio, Michigan, California, 
Oregon, Illinois, New Hampshire and, possi-

bly, others.
UNIS Director Sawkiw concluded the 

evening by expressing a special thank-you 
to the Philadelphia Ukrainian Heritage 
School and its Youth Civics Group. Inviting 
their group of seven young student activists 
to the front of the hall, he noted: “They will 
be on the forefront in the next generation, 
leading the good fight of Ukraine.“

Rep. Marcy Kaptur (D-Ohio) speaks at the congressional recep-
tion, calling on all Americans to be staunch in their support of 

freedom and liberty for all.

Dr. Ulana Suprun, Ukraine’s acting minister of health, notes 
progress in health care reform, despite the fact that Ukraine is 

in the middle of a war with Russia.

Yaro Bihun
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Ukrainian National Credit Union Association holds annual meeting in Washington
by Orysia Burdiak

WASHINGTON – The Ukrainian National 
Credit Union Association (UNCUA) held its 
36th annual meeting and spring conference 
on June 8-10 in Washington. Hosting the con-
ference, and marking its 65th anniversary of 
service to the Ukrainian American communi-
ty, was Ukrainian Selfreliance Federal Credit 
Union headquartered in Philadelphia.

Thirty-three participants representing 
all 13 Ukrainian American credit unions in 
the United States gathered to visit their leg-
islators on Capitol Hill, to hear presenta-
tions on current topics of interest to credit 
union leaders, and to elect a new board of 
directors.

The conference commenced on Thursday 
morning with welcoming remarks by 
Anatoli Murha, business development and 
marketing director of Selfreliance in 
Philadelphia. The delegates were then 
briefed on issues concerning Ukraine and 
credit unions, in order to prepare them for 
scheduled visits with their legislators. 
Michael Sawkiw Jr., director of the Ukrainian 
National Information Service, briefed partici-
pants on issues concerning Ukraine. Credit 
union issues were presented by Ryan 
Donovan, chief advocacy officer of the Credit 
Union National Association. Following the 
briefings, delegates proceeded to Capitol 
Hill to meet with their respective elected 
officials to discuss the important issues cov-
ered during that morning’s briefing session.

On Thursday evening, Ukrainian 
Selfreliance Philadelphia sponsored a love-
ly reception for the delegates. 

Friday’s program began with welcoming 
remarks by Wasyl Kornylo, UNCUA chair, 
and Roman Petyk, chairman of the board of 
directors of Ukrainian Selfreliance FCU 
Philadelphia.

Presentations on topics of interest to the 
credit union industry followed, such as 
engaging and transforming your credit 
union and investment practices, as well as a 
briefing on the legislative, political and reg-
ulatory issues in Washington.

Brian Branch, president and CEO of the 
World Council of Credit Unions (WOCCU), 
presented participants with an update on 
the credit union movement in Ukraine today. 
He congratulated UNCUA on being granted 
the 2017 Distinguished Service Award by 
WOCCU in recognition of its commitment to 
the international credit union movement 
and the re-establishment of credit unions in 
Ukraine. This award is the highest honor 
bestowed by the global credit union move-
ment. It will be presented to UNCUA repre-
sentatives during the 2017 World Credit 
Union Conference in Vienna on July 23.

Presentations concluded with a credit 
union roundtable facilitated by Tamara 
Denysenko, board member and former CEO 
of Ukrainian FCU in Rochester. The round-
table focused on a look to 2020 – best prac-
tices, successes and challenges for UNCUA 
credit unions, discussing assets, member-
ship and capital growth.

Several dignitaries joined the Ukrainian 
American credit union leaders on Friday 
afternoon. Delegates were much honored 
by a visit from U.S. Rep. Ed Royce (R-Calif.), 
Chairman of the House Foreign Affairs 
Committee and senior member of the 
House Committee on Financial Services. He 
is a friend of Ukraine and credit unions. 
Congressman Royce provided delegates 
with a Washington update on the commit-
tees he serves, concluding with responses 
to questions from the participants.

Also visiting the conference was Valeriy 
Chaly, ambassador of Ukraine to the United 
States. He provided participants with an 
update on events in Ukraine. Eugene Czolij, 
president of the Ukrainian World Congress, 
presented the delegates with highlights of 
UWC’s accomplishments over the past 50 
years.

That evening Mr. Czolij recognized 
Ukrainian credit unions for their long-
standing financial support of the UWC, and 
honored several credit unions with awards: 
in the category “For very significant finan-
cial support” – Self Reliance New York 
Federal Credit Union; Selfreliance 

Foundation of Selfreliance Ukrainian 
American Federal Credit Union, Chicago; 
and SUMA (Yonkers) Federal Credit Union; 
in the category “For significant financial 
support” – Ukrainian Selfreliance Federal 
Credit Union, Philadelphia; and Nova UA 
Federal Credit Union, Clifton, N.J.; and in the 
category “For financial support” – 
Ukrainian Federal Credit Union, Rochester; 
Ukrainian National Federal Credit Union, 
New York; Cleveland Selfreliance Federal 
Credit Union, and the UNCUA.

Special recognition was awarded to 
Ukrainian Selfreliance FCU in Philadelphia 
by the UNCUA. The credit union was pre-
sented with a special plaque of recognition 
honoring its 65th anniversary. UNCUA 
Chair Kornylo congratulated the credit 
union on reaching this milestone and for 65 
years of service and dedication to the 
Ukrainian American community in the 
greater Philadelphia area and Trenton, N.J. 
His congratulatory remarks were conclud-
ed with a resounding “Mnohaya Lita.”

On Saturday, June 10, the association con-
ducted its 36th annual meeting, which 
included reports by management and vari-
ous committees. The election of board mem-
bers for the 2017-2018 term was also held.

UNCUA Chairman Kornylo reported on 
the activities of the association for the past 
year, as well as the current status of 
Ukrainian American credit unions. As of 
March 31, 2017, assets of the 13 UNCUA 
member credit unions totaled $3.224 bil-
lion – $55 million more than at year-end 
2016. Member deposits totaled $2.741 bil-
lion – $50 million more than as of 
December 31, 2016. Credit union member-
ship increased to 101,992 individuals.

The 2017 credit union calendar was 
dedicated to the ethnophotography of Anna 
Senik. Over 26,000 calendars were distrib-
uted to credit union members, as reported 
by UNCUA President Orysia Burdiak.

Election of new board

The following individuals were elected 
to the 2017-2018 UNCUA Board of 
Directors and committees:

• UNCUA officers: Andrew Horbachevsky 
(SUMA Yonkers, N.Y.), chair; Bohdan Watral 
(Selfreliance Chicago), vice-chair; Stephen 
Kerda (Selfreliance Baltimore), vice-chair; 
George Stachiw (Selfreliance New England), 
secretary. Executive Committee members: 
Mary Kolodij (Selfreliance Philadelphia), 
Wasyl Kornylo (Ukrainian FCU, Rochester), 
Bohdan Kurczak (Self Reliance New York).

• Members of the board of directors: 
Bohdan Czepak (Cleveland Selfreliance), 

Participants of the 36th annual meeting of the Ukrainian National Credit Union Association held on June 10 in Washington. 

The Ukrainian National Credit Union Association presents a recognition award to 
Ukrainian Selfreliance Federal Credit Union on the occasion of its 65th anniversary.  
From left are: Roman Petyk, Selfreliance chairman of the board; Marusia Kolodij, 
Selfreliance president; Wasyl Kornylo, UNCUA chair; Roman Stelmach, Selfreliance 

vice-president of Operations; and Orysia Burdiak, UNCUA president.

UNCUA

Eugene Czolij (right), president of the 
Ukrainian World Congress, honors SUMA 
Yonkers Federal Credit Union with an 
award “For very significant financial sup-
port” to the UWC.  Accepting the award is 
SUMA FCU Cha irman  Andrew 
Horbachevsky, newly elected chairman of 
the Ukrainian National Credit Union 

Association. 

Michael Sawkiw Jr.

Andrew Jakymowych (Future CU, Warren, 
Mich.), Esteban Kaczurak (Ukrainian 
National, New York), Michael Lewko (Nova 
UA FCU, Clifton, N.J.), Natalie Maruszczak 
(Selfreliance Michigan), Eugene Szestak 
(Selfreliance Pittsburgh).

• Supervisory Committee: Andrew 
Jakymowych (Future CU, Warren, Mich.), 
Orest Temnycky (Self Reliance New York), 
Bohdan Wruskyj (Selfreliance Chicago). 

• Nominating Committee: Tamara 
Denysenko (Ukrainian FCU, Rochester), 
Jaroslaw Fedun (Nova UA FCU, Clifton, N.J.), 
Andrew Horbachevsky (SUMA Yonkers, 
N.Y.), Nusia Woch-Kerda (Selfreliance 
Baltimore), George Stachiw (Selfreliance 
New England).

• By-Laws Committee: Michael Kos 
(Selfreliance Chicago), Roman Kozicky 
(SUMA Yonkers, N.Y.), Natalia Pachashynska 
(Ukrainian National, New York). 

• Loan Protection and Life Savings 
Insurance Trustees: Orysia Burdiak, 
Esteban Kaczurak, Stephen Kerda, Mary 
Kolodij, Wasyl Kornylo, Bohdan Kurczak, 
John Olijarczyk.

Ms. Burdiak was elected president of the 
Ukrainian National  Credit  Union 
Association and the Ukrainian Cooperative 
Insurance Agency in Chicago. UNCUA staff 
members are Christine Pylypowycz and 
Nina Bebko. 

The delegates agreed to return to 
Washington for the 2018 UNCUA spring 
conference and annual meeting.

UNCUA



11THE UKRAINIAN WEEKLY      SUNDAY, JULY 16, 2017No. 29

Chryzanta Hentisz elected president of The Ukrainian Museum’s Board of Trustees
by Romanna Labrosse

NEW YORK – At the annual meeting of 
The Ukrainian Museum of New York on 
June 4, Chryzanta Hentisz was elected pres-
ident of the Board of Trustees, succeeding 
Prof. Renata Holod of the University of 
Pennsylvania, who had served as board 
president since June 2013. 

Ms. Hentisz, who is a litigation attorney 
at the law firm of Buglione, Hutton & 
DeYoe, LLC in Wayne, N.J., had been a vice-
president on the museum’s board since 
2014 and a member of the board since 
2012. A longtime community activist and 
lover of the arts, Ms. Hentisz at one time 
ran an art gallery and organized a number 
of exhibitions featuring the works of 
Ukrainian American and Ukrainian artists. 

“I am honored and thankful for the trust 
you have shown in me, and I look forward 
to working with the board, the administra-
tion and director Maria Shust, for whom I 
have tremendous respect, to continue the 
important work of the museum,” said Ms. 
Hentisz. “My sincere thanks to Renata 
Holod, with whom I’ve had the opportunity 
to work the past several years as both a 
board member and an executive committee 
member, for her dedication to the museum 
and for the incredible energy and passion 
she brought to each initiative during her 
tenure.” 

Annual meeting recap

Prof. Holod began the annual meeting by 
noting that the museum has gained exten-
sive international recognition in the past 
few years. In early 2016, for example – the 
museum’s 40th anniversary year – the pre-
mier professional organization of curators 
and art historians in the U.S., the College 
Art Association, selected the exhibition cat-
alogue “Staging the Ukrainian Avant-Garde 
of the 1910s and 1920s” from among thou-
sands of possibilities as the recipient of its 
prestigious Alfred H. Barr Jr. Award for 
Smaller Museums, Libraries, Collections 
and Exhibitions. 

“This award serves as a signpost for the 
roads to be taken by our exhibition program 
over the next 40 years,” said Prof. Holod, 
explaining that “Staging the Ukrainian 
Avant-Garde” had been developed in collab-
oration with the Museum of Theater, Music 
and Cinema Arts of Ukraine and that such 
collaborative exhibitions not only enable the 
museum to raise its profile, but also open 
doors to greater funding, particularly gov-
ernment and foundation funding.

She congratulated Ms. Shust on the “25 
Years of Independent Ukraine” medal 
awarded to her by President Petro 
Poroshenko in recognition of her many 
contributions to promoting Ukraine’s his-
torical heritage and modern achievements.

Prof. Holod then enumerated the muse-

um’s immediate priorities: installing a 
state-of-the-art collections storage system; 
leveraging its collections to further raise its 
profile – by using them as the basis for col-
laborative and other exhibitions, for exam-
ple, and sharing collections inventories on 
its website; expanding its education pro-
gram, primarily through partnerships with 
other institutions; and developing closer 
ties to local Ukrainian schools, working 
with them to meet their needs.

“From our humble beginnings just 40 
years ago, we’ve made huge advances and 
tremendous progress,” Prof. Holod conclud-
ed, “including an impressive new building, 
growing collections, world-class exhibi-
tions and increasing international recogni-
tion. Let’s continue our work with renewed 
energy and focus on the next 40 years and 
beyond.”

For her many contributions to the muse-
um’s advancement and her hard work on 
its behalf, Prof. Holod was given a standing 
ovation.

The museum’s director, Ms. Shust, then 
provided a detailed review of the museum’s 
activities in 2016 and early 2017. The 
museum’s 40th anniversary figured promi-
nently throughout this report period. It was 
celebrated with several fund-raising events, 
including a mid-April luncheon at the iconic 
Tavern on the Green in Central Park and a 
June concert by Metropolitan Opera star 
Stefan Szkafarowsky, and will be celebrated 
again this fall with an art auction. 

Ms. Shust took a few minutes to acknowl-
edge the extraordinary contributions of sev-
eral key individuals over the past 40 years, 
among them: Ivanna Rozankowska, the 
president of the Ukrainian National 
Women’s League of America (UNWLA), the 
museum’s founding organization, who was 
instrumental in establishing the museum; 
Alexandra Riznyk, the first president of the 
museum’s Board of Trustees; Dr. Bohdan 
Cymbalisty, who took over the presidency in 
1979 and for 10 years focused his efforts on 
fund-raising and expansion; Titus Hewryk, 
who as board vice-president and later presi-
dent, with his experience as head architect 
at the University of Pennsylvania’s 
Department of Facilities Development, led 
the committee charged with planning the 
museum’s new building, and who had, prior 
to his service on the board, curated two 
important museum exhibitions – “The Lost 
Architecture of Kiev” and “Masterpieces in 
Wood: Houses of Worship in Ukraine”; Olha 
Hnateyko, whose 10-year tenure as board 
president spanned the all-important con-
struction and opening of the new museum 
building; Prof. Jaroslaw Leshko, curator of 
the new facility’s blockbuster inaugural 
exhibition, “Alexander Archipenko,” and of 
most of the museum’s fine art exhibitions, 
who also took on the board presidency for 
three years; the recently departed Mykola 

Darmochwal, who as board president lever-
aged his technological and organizational 
expertise to benefit the museum; Prof. 
Holod, who with her academic and muse-
um-leadership credentials set the museum’s 
course toward accreditation and an even 
stronger financial foundation; Dr. Osyp 
Danko and Prof. John Luchechko, who 
devoted years of service as board presi-
dents; and such departed board members 
as Tatiana Tershakovec and Dr. Yar Mociuk, 
whose efforts contributed to the museum’s 
development and growth.

“Each of these individuals worked tire-
lessly to broaden the museum’s impact and 
solidify its position on the New York, U.S., 
and international cultural stage, and they 
deserve our recognition and thanks,” said 
Ms. Shust, who also acknowledged the ded-
ication of the museum’s staff, singling out 
the contributions of the late Martha 
Baczynsky and Nadia Svitlychna. “We must 
continue their work, continue to welcome 
new and younger members to our museum 
family, and continue to strengthen our 
financial foundation to ensure our future. 
We ask for your help in this – encourage 
your children, grandchildren and friends to 
become members, to attend our exhibitions 
and events, and to support our work.”

After thanking all the individuals whose 
donations continue to enrich and grow the 
museum’s collections, Ms. Shust reiterated 
Prof. Holod’s statement about the need for 
an updated, efficient, compact collections 
storage system, adding that the museum 
had already received a Collections 
Assessment Project grant that will cover 
the cost of a professional assessment by 
two consulting conservators this summer. 
The museum has also received donations 
from Self Reliance New York Federal Credit 
Union and two individuals towards the 
larger cost of purchasing the storage sys-
tem itself.

Ms. Shust then provided an overview of 
the museum’s major exhibitions in 2016:

• “Jacques Hnizdovsky: Content and 
Style, Evolving Perspectives,” curated by 
Prof. Leshko, featured over 100 works, 
most of them the artist’s lesser-known oil 
paintings.

• “40 Years of Exhibition Posters at The 
Ukrainian Museum, 1976-2016” gave visi-
tors an interesting perspective on the more 
than 120 exhibitions that the museum has 
staged since its founding.

• “Orest Skop: Cossack Mamai,” curated 
by Prague journalist Oksana Pelenska, 
included 22 works in the Lviv artist’s series, 
which he has dedicated to the 337 blind 
kobzary (poet-minstrels) murdered in 
1934 on Stalin’s orders along with their 
child-guides.

• “In Metal, On Paper: Coins, Banknotes, 
and Postage Stamps of Independent 

Ukraine, 1991-2016,” curated by Dr. Yurii 
Savchuk of the Institute of History of 
Ukraine and mounted in collaboration with 
the institute, the National Bank of Ukraine 
and Ukrposhta (the national postal ser-
vice), and “Money, Sovereignty, and Power: 
The Paper Currency of Revolutionary 
Ukraine, 1917-1920,” curated by Prof. 
Bohdan Kordan, director of the Prairie 
Center for the Study of Ukrainian Heritage 
at St. Thomas More College, University of 
Saskatchewan, marked the 25th anniversa-
ry of Ukraine’s independence. The opening 
of these exhibitions featured the cancella-
tion of a 40th anniversary stamp created 
especially for the museum by Ukrposhta.

• “Carpathian Echoes: Traditional Textile 
Materials and Technologies in the 
Carpathian Mountains of Romania and 
Ukraine” teamed guest curator Dr. Florica 
Zaharia of the Metropolitan Museum of 
Art’s Department of Textile Conservation 
with the museum’s longtime curator of folk 
art, Lubow Wolynetz.

• “CIM” (pronounced seem, the number 
7 in Ukrainian), featured works in a wide 
range of styles and media by seven contem-
porary artists: Luba Drozd, Adriana 
Farmiga, Maya Hayuk, Roman Hrab (who 
also served as the exhibition’s curator), Yuri 
Masnyj, Christina Shmigel and Marko 
Shuhan.

Ms. Shust also drew the attention of the 
annual meeting attendees to two recently 
opened exhibitions – the annual “Pysanka” 
(Ukrainian Easter egg) display and a unique, 
lighthearted look at “The Basketweavers of 
Iza” through the eyes of Kyiv photographer 
Anna Voitenko – and previewed several 
upcoming exhibitions, including one featur-
ing an important collection of folk art that 
the museum recently acquired, another of 
Bohdan Borzemsky’s artwork and a third of 
16th-17th century icons.

In the planning stages are an exhibition 
celebrating Ukraine’s 1917-1919 indepen-
dence, to be organized by Dr. Savchuk of the 
Institute of History of Ukraine, and an exhi-
bition of works by the avant-garde artist 
Oleksander Bohomazov, which will be 
developed in collaboration with Kyiv’s 
National Art Museum of Ukraine.

 “Education has always been one of our 
highest priorities,” Ms. Shust underscored, 
enumerating the many ways the museum 
engages visitors to learn about Ukraine’s 
culture and history: guided tours; public 
programs such as film screenings, book 
presentations, conferences, lectures and 
concerts; customized school programs that 
include tours and workshops for students 
of all ages; folk art workshops; and various 
activities targeted at families with young 
children.

Chryzanta Hentisz, newly elected presi-
dent of the Board of Trustees of The 

Ukrainian Museum.

Yuri Mischenko

The façade of The Ukrainian Museum.
George Sawicki

“CIM” exhibition views. 
Volodymyr Gritsyk

(Continued on page 20)
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aratists in eastern Ukraine, and its alleged 
efforts to manipulate elections in the 
United States and some European Union 
countries. The White House gave its bless-
ing to a $7.6 billion deal to sell Patriot mis-
sile defense systems to Poland by the end 
of the year. U.S. missile defense systems in 
Eastern Europe have prompted repeated 
complaints from Russia in the past, and 
President Barack Obama had shelved such 
plans in 2009, as part of his administra-
tion’s attempted “reset” of relations with 
Moscow. (RFE/RL, with reporting by AP, 
Reuters, DPA, CNN, CNBC and The Wall 
Street Journal)

MH17 suspects to be tried in Dutch court 

AMSTERDAM – The Dutch Foreign 
Affairs Ministry said on July 5 that the sus-
pects in the downing of Malaysia Airlines 
Flight MH17 in eastern Ukraine will be 
prosecuted in a Dutch court. The ministry’s 
announcement did not name the suspects 
in the July 17, 2014, tragedy, which killed 
298 people from 17 different countries. But 
an international criminal investigation 
determined in 2016 that the MH17 passen-
ger jet was shot down by a Buk anti-aircraft 
missile fired from separatist-controlled ter-
ritory in eastern Ukraine. The Joint 
Investigation Team (JIT) that conducted the 
international investigation also determined 
that the Buk missile system had been 
brought into Ukraine from Russia shortly 
before MH17 was shot down and then it 
was smuggled back to Russia shortly after-
ward. Russia has rejected the JIT’s conclu-
sions. “We’re still seeing a great deal of dis-
information and attempts to discredit the 
investigation” by the JIT, Dutch Foreign 
Minister Bert Koenders said in a July 5 
statement. “Nevertheless, major results 
have been achieved,” Mr. Koenders said, 
including “the report of the investigation by 
the Dutch Safety Board and the JIT’s pre-
sentation of findings in September 2016.” 
He added, “What’s more, the ongoing crimi-
nal investigation enjoys virtually unani-

mous support from the international com-
munity.” Mr. Koenders said the decision to 
conduct the trial in a Dutch court was made 
by the countries jointly investigating the 
crash – Australia, Belgium, Malaysia, 
Ukraine and the Netherlands. Mr. Koenders 
said those countries will continue to coop-
erate on the prosecution and that the trial 
will cover all of the victims. “In this way, the 
JIT countries are jointly heeding the U.N. 
Security Council’s call to hold those respon-
sible for this incident to account,” Mr. 
Koenders said. “We have every confidence 
that we can continue to count on broad 
international support. And I will continue 
to do my utmost to ensure that this 
remains the case.” (RFE/RL)

Dutch ready monument to 298 victims 

PRAGUE – King Willem-Alexander and 
Queen Maxima of the Netherlands have 
announced they will join Prime Minister 
Mark Rutte on July 17 for the unveiling of a 
national monument for the victims of 
Malaysia Airlines Flight 17 (MH17). The 
flight was shot down over Ukraine in July 
2014, claiming the lives of all 298 people 
on board; 193 of the victims were from the 
Netherlands. The monument consists of 
298 trees, one for each victim, planted in 
the shape of a ribbon and a memorial 
plaque. Each of the trees will come with a 
memorial plaque with a name in the center. 
The ribbon of trees was designed by land-
scape architect Robbert de Koning, while 
the plaque was designed by artist Ronald A. 
Westerhuis. The theme of the monument 
will be “to live on.” The unveiling of the 
monument will take place as the families 
walk through the ribbon of trees, with the 
king and queen walking in the front with 
17 children from Vijfhuizen. They will then 
meet with relatives of the victims. Around 
2,000 people are expected to come, includ-
ing representatives from the other coun-
tries involved with the disaster. (RFE/RL)

Berlin demands explanation on turbines 

BERLIN – The German government 
demanded speedy answers on July 12 from 

(Continued on page 15)
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Run your advertisement here, 
in The Ukrainian Weekly’s CLASSIFIEDS section.

PROFESSIONALS

TO PLACE YOUR AD CALL WALTER HONCHARYk (973) 292-9800 x3040
or e-mail adukr@optonline.net

SERVICES

SERVICES

OPPORTUNITIES

Earn Extra incomE!
The Ukrainian Weekly is looking 

for advertising sales agents.
For additional information contact  

Walter Honcharyk, Advertising Manager,  
The Ukrainian Weekly, 973-292-9800, ext 3040.

FOR SALE  $95,000
Very clean, ground level 2 bedroom 
apartment/condo with convenient parking 
in Ukrainian village, Cedar Grove Lane, 
Somerset, NJ. Close to Ukrainian Orthodox 
and Ukrainian Catholic Churches. 

Contact # 908-642-8356

HELP WANTED
Experienced live-in housekeeper 

with a car. Should be single. 
O� ering room, board and pay. 

For further info call 604-945-9338. 
Ask for Larissa

НА ПРОДАЖ ПОМЕШКАННЯ 
„Українське Село“, 

Cedar Grove Lane, Somerset, NJ
Світла, велика квартира в дуже доб-
рому стані • 2 спальні, кухня, вітальня

 і їдальня, ґанок • Українська громада, 
55 років + (1 в сім’ї) • Недалеко поїзду 
до NYC, N.Brunswick, укр. церков • 
знижена ціна $64,000 • Меланія 

201-245-2777 • Melaniyat@aol.com

FOR SALE

HELP WANTED

МАРІЯ ДРИЧ
Ліцензований Продавець

Страхування Життя
МАRІA DRICH

Licensed Life Insurance Agent 
  Ukrainian National Assn., Inc.

2200 Route 10, Parsippany, NJ 07054
Tel.: 973-292-9800 ext. 3011

e-mail: mdrich@unamember.com

LAW OFFICES OF 
ZENON B. MASNYJ, ESQ.___________________
In the East Village since 1983

Serious personal injury, real estate 
for personal and business use, 

representation of small and mid-size 
businesses, securities arbitration, 

divorce, wills and probate.
(By Appointment Only)

140 Second Avenue
New York, NY 10003

212-477-3002
zbmasnyj@verizon.net

If 212-477-3002 landline not working, 
please call 201-247-2413

HELP WANTED
The UNWLA (Ukrainian National Women’s League of America, Inc.) is looking 
for an experienced part-time Bookkeeper to manage our day-to-day accounting 
and 	 nancial requirements: con	 dentiality, good organizational skills, accuracy, 
and reliability are important quali	 cations for this position. A solid knowledge 
of QuickBooks is necessary; � uency in English required, knowledge of Ukrainian 
helpful.
Duties to include:  pay vendor invoices, track bank account balances, monitor 
o�  ce expenses, balance & maintain accurate QuickBooks ledgers, coordinate 
bank deposits, prepare quarterly payroll tax returns; report 	 nancial results on a 
regular basis to the Treasurer, work with auditors in completion of annual audit. 
Schedule is � exible but at least one day per week in NYC o�  ce is required.
Please submit resume by email to unwla@unwla.org.

Asked about Mr. Stoltenberg’s remarks, 
Kremlin spokesman Dmitry Peskov told 
journalists in Moscow that “Russia has 
never had and has no servicemen in 
Ukraine.” Mr. Peskov also said that 
Ukraine’s possible entry into NATO would 
“not help strengthen stability and security 
in Europe.”

Mr. Stoltenberg’s visit came one day 
after U.S. Secretary of State Rex Tillerson 

visited Kyiv and offered strong support for 
Ukraine, stressing that Russia must take 
the necessary steps to end the conflict in 
eastern Ukraine.

With reporting by AP, Reuters and 
Interfax.

Copyright 2017, RFE/RL Inc. Reprinted 
with the permission of Radio Free Europe/
Radio Liberty, 1201 Connecticut Ave. NW, 
Washington DC 20036; www.rferl.org (see 
https://www.rferl.org/a/nato-chief-calls-
russia-remove-troops-from-ukraine/ 
28606158.html).

(Continued from page 1)

NATO chief...

NATO Secretary-General Jens Stoltenberg speaks with President Petro Poroshenko 
of Ukraine in Kyiv.

Presidential Administration of Ukraine
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industrial conglomerate Siemens, after two 
of the group’s gas turbines were delivered 
to Russian-annexed Crimea despite sanc-
tions imposed by the European Union. 
Chancellor Angela Merkel’s spokesman 
Steffen Seibert told journalists in Berlin 
that the government was following the case 
“with great attention,” adding, “right now, 
the facts of the matter need to be clarified 
as quickly and comprehensively as possi-
ble.” He underscored, “That’s the Siemens 
company’s responsibility above all.” 
Siemens said July 10 that two gas turbines 
it had sold for a power plant in Russia last 
year had been diverted to the Ukrainian 
region of Crimea. The region has been sub-
jected to EU sanctions on energy technolo-
gy since Russia illegally annexed it from 
Ukraine in 2014. Siemens said the transfer 
was a “clear breach of Siemens’ delivery 
contracts” and has filed a lawsuit against a 
Russian state firm after the two turbines 
turned up in Crimea. Mr. Seibert said: “I 
would point out that it’s the company’s job 
to check whether their business falls under 
a sanctions regime. …The delivery of the 
turbines into Crimea against the terms of 
the contract, against high-ranking assur-
ances, is ...remarkable and completely 
unacceptable.” (RFE/RL, based on report-
ing by Reuters, AFP, AP and DPA)

Kyiv to focus on reforms before NATO bid

KYIV – Ukrainian President Petro 
Poroshenko has said his country would not 
seek NATO membership “immediately” but 
would instead focus on implementing 
reforms. Mr. Poroshenko, speaking in Kyiv 
after talks with NATO Secretary-General 
Jens Stoltenberg on July 10, said the gov-
ernment would “build a genuine program 
of reforms” in order to meet NATO require-
ments for possible future membership. 
Ukrainian Vice Prime Minister Ivanna 
Klympush-Tsintsadze said that same day 
that Ukraine seeks “partnership” with 
NATO. “We have something to contribute to 
this system,” she said. For his part, Mr. 
Stoltenberg expressed NATO’s support for 
Ukraine and called for the complete imple-
mentation of the Minsk agreements aimed 
at ending the conflict in eastern Ukraine 
between government forces and separat-
ists receiving military, economic, and politi-
cal support from Russia. He reaffirmed that 
NATO members do not recognize Russia’s 
2014 annexation of the Ukrainian region of 
Crimea. (RFE/RL)

Yanukovych will not participate in trial 

KYIV – Ousted Ukrainian President 
Viktor Yanukovych announced that he 
would not participate in a high treason trial 
against him that was scheduled to resume 
in Kyiv on July 6. Mr. Yanukovych said he is 
recalling his lawyers from the court, which 
is trying him in absentia on charges of trea-
son, violating Ukraine’s sovereignty and 
territorial integrity, and abetting Russian 
aggression. The ex-president fled Ukraine 
in February 2014 amid street protests dur-
ing which his police forces killed dozens of 
people. He has been living in exile in Russia. 
“I don’t want to participate in the alleged 
adversary trial, the outcome of which was 
determined in advance,” he said in a state-
ment, adding that his lawyers are “power-
less” to argue his case “in the country of 
obliterated justice.” Mr. Yanukovych said 
prosecutors are “accusing me of all past, 
present and future woes of Ukraine” and 
called the trial “a sham.” He said that the 
Ukrainian law allowing the court to try him 
in absentia violates the European 
Convention on Human Rights, and the 
court violated his rights by refusing to 

allow him to participate in the trial by vid-
eoconference. On July 12 ruling, Kyiv court 
Judge Vladyslav Devyatko granted state-
appointed defense attorney Vitaliy 
Meshechek’s request for a few weeks to get 
acquainted with the case. He adjourned Mr. 
Yanukovych’s in-absentia treason trial until 
August 3. Mr. Yanukovych’s previous law-
yers, Vitaliy Serdyuk and Ihor Fedorenko, 
withdrew from the case on July 6, saying 
Mr. Yanukovych had informed them that he 
did not need their services any more. (RFE/
RL, based on reporting by TASS and 
Interfax, UNIAN and Ukranews.com)

Ukraine, U.K. co-host reforms conference

OTTAWA – The governments of Ukraine 
and the United Kingdom on July 6 co-host-
ed an international conference in London 
on reforms in Ukraine “to showcase the 
progress Ukraine has made on reform since 
2014, present the Ukrainian government’s 
Reform Action Plan 2017-2020, and bring 
the international community together to 
agree priority reform areas and show sup-
port for Ukraine,” the U.K. Foreign Office 
stated. Canada’s Foreign Affairs Minister 
Chrystia Freeland attended the conference. 
Ministerial-level plenary discussions were 
held, as well as “detailed conversations on 
each of the priority reform areas agreed in 
the Action Plan: good governance, econom-
ic growth, rule of law and anti-corruption, 
defense and security reform, and human 
capital,” the U.K. Foreign Office noted. U.K. 
Foreign Secretary Boris Johnson said: 
“Ukraine’s recent progress on reform has 
been astounding, but more needs to be 
done. Achieving the stable, prosperous 
future that Ukrainians desire will require 
absolute commitment to reform from the 
Ukrainian government, as well as unwaver-
ing support from the international commu-
nity. ...The U.K. is committed to helping 
Ukraine deliver reform, fight against cor-
ruption and build its ability to stand up to 
Russian aggression. As one of Ukraine’s 
closest friends, we are pleased to be by 
Ukraine’s side as it fulfils the aspirations of 
Ukrainian citizens, and realizes the eco-
nomic potential of a great European coun-
try.” (Ukrainian Canadian Congress Daily 
Briefing)

Canada reiterates support for Ukraine

OTTAWA – On July 6, Canada’s 
Department of Global Affairs stated, 
“Canada is unequivocal in its support for 
the people of Ukraine. We continue to call 
for the protection of their rights, safety and 
security and respect for the sanctity of 
Ukraine’s borders.” Minister of Foreign 
Affairs Chrystia Freeland concluded her 
participation in the Opportunity Ukraine 
conference, in London, where she reiterat-
ed Canada’s support for Ukraine’s efforts to 
implement economic and democratic 
reforms. It was noted at the July 6 confer-
ence that Canada welcomes the progress 
made in a number of areas since the 2014 
Revolution of Dignity, notably, key achieve-
ments in stabilizing the economy and fight-
ing corruption. Minister Freeland 
announced an additional $6.89 million 
(Canadian) in funding to Ukraine through 
five new initiatives that will primarily focus 
on continued support of human rights 
monitoring, conflict resolution, and mine 
awareness, surveying and clearance. These 
initiatives, funded by Canada’s Peace and 
Stabilization Operations Program (PSOPs), 
build on and reinforce previously 
announced Canadian investments in police 
reform and support to the Organization for 
Security and Co-operation in Europe. 
Minister Freeland stated, “Since the begin-
ning of the crisis in 2013, Canada has been 
at the forefront of the international com-
munity’s support for Ukraine. Canada 
applauds reform efforts undertaken by 

Ukraine and believes that these new proj-
ects will help address Ukraine’s immediate 
national security and peace-building needs 
as its people pursue a secure, stable and 
prosperous future.” (Ukrainian Canadian 
Congress Daily Briefing)

MP calls for removal of visa restrictions

OTTAWA – Member of Parliament Borys 
Wrzesnewskyj (Etobicoke Center, Ontario) 
delivered a statement on the floor of 
Canada’s House of Commons on June 16, 
calling on the government to commence on 
a study on the removal of visitor visa 
restrictions on Ukrainian citizens and to 
reinstate the Youth Mobility Agreement 
between Canada and Ukraine. Mr. 
Wrzesnewskyj’s House of Commons state-
ment read: “This week, the European Union 
introduced visa-free travel for citizens of 
Ukraine. Ukrainian President Petro 
Poroshenko hailed this historic milestone, 
calling it ‘the fall of the paper curtain’ 
between Ukraine and the liberal democratic 
West, and Business Ukraine magazine 
referred to this day as ‘Ukraine’s Berlin Wall 
Moment.’ …It is time for Canada to study the 
removal of visa restrictions between 
Canada and Ukraine, the last Soviet legacy 
dividing our two countries.” He also said: “…
let us work with Ukraine to reinstate the 
Youth Mobility Agreement between Canada 
and Ukraine to allow young Ukrainians and 
young Canadians to travel to our respective 
countries and enrich their professional and 
personal lives by experiencing all the bene-
fits each of our countries have to offer. 
(Office of MP Borys Wrzesnewskyj)

Ryanair cancels plans for Ukraine flights 

KYIV – Irish low-cost airline Ryanair has 
canceled plans to start flying to destina-
tions in Ukraine, saying the main airport in 
the capital, Kyiv, had not honored terms 
agreed earlier this year. “Kiev [sic] airport 
has... chosen to protect high fare airlines 
and deprive Ukrainian consumers/visitors 
access to Europe’s lowest airfares,” Ryanair 
said in a statement on July 10. Ryanair had 
announced in March that it would begin 
operating 15 weekly flights on four routes 
from Britain, Sweden and the Netherlands, 
and seven new routes were also planned 
for the western Ukrainian city of Lviv, with 
some 500,000 passengers expected each 
year. “We regret also that Lviv Airport has 
fallen victim to Kyiv Airport’s decision,” the 
statement said. The canceled flights will 

lead to 400 job cuts, Ryanair said, and peo-
ple who have already booked tickets will be 
refunded. A spokesman for Kyiv’s Boryspil 
Airport did not immediately respond to an 
emailed request for comment. Ryanair said 
it would transfer the capacity to other mar-
kets, such as Germany, Israel, and Poland. 
Last year, Ryanair was the largest European 
airline by scheduled passengers flown, and 
carried more international passengers than 
any other airline. (RFE/RL, based on 
reporting by Reuters and nyt.com)

Police seize servers of software firm

KYIV – Ukraine’s Internal Affairs 
Ministry said its cybercrime police depart-
ment has prevented the second stage of a 
global cyberattack by seizing the servers of 
a small company. Authorities on July 4 
seized servers belonging to Intellect 
Service, the software developer of the Kyiv-
based tax software firm M.E. Doc. M.E. Doc 
was at the center of the previous week’s 
global outbreak of malicious software. 
Internal Affairs Minister Arsen Avakov said 
the servers of the M.E. Doc system in Kyiv 
had begun sending out and activating a 
computer virus at 1:40 p.m. local time on 
July 4. Mr. Avakov said the attack was due 
to reach its peak at 4 p.m., but he said 
authorities stopped the attack before 3 p.m. 
M.E. Doc was identified as “patient zero” of 
the previous week’s outbreak, which crip-
pled computers at several multinational 
firms and knocked out cash machines, gas 
stations, and bank branches in Ukraine 
before spreading to other countries. The 
company denies allegations that poor secu-
rity helped seed the malware epidem-
ic.  M.E. Doc is used by 80 percent of the 
companies in Ukraine to file taxes. The SBU 
said on its website on July 1 that the cyber-
attack that started in Ukraine and spread 
around the world on June 27 aimed to 
destroy important data and spread panic. 
The SBU said: “The available data, including 
those obtained in cooperation with inter-
national antivirus companies, give us rea-
son to believe that the same hacking 
groups are involved in the attacks, which in 
December 2016 attacked the financial sys-
tem, transport and energy facilities of 
Ukraine using TeleBots and BlackEnergy.” 
It added: “This testifies to the involvement 
of the special services of Russian Federation 
in this attack.” (RFE/RL, based on reporting 
by AP, Reuters, Interfax-Ukraine and ssu.
gov.ua)

(Continued from page 14)
NEWSBRIEFS

У глибокому смутку залишились:
дочки:   Зірка з сином Олександром.
   Віра Миськів з чоловіком Володимиром 

       та дітьми Діяною і Марком.
сини:     Богдан з дочкою Авророю.
   Орест з дружиною Мішел та дітьми

       Николою,Томою і Антоном.
кузинки:   Ірина Далесіо з чоловіком Михайлом.
   Гельма Йотішкі з родиною.
ближча родина:    Ігор Сохан з дружиною Лілею та дітьми 

       Марійкою Тимець з чоловіком Богданом,
       Олегом з дружиною Олею і сином Нестором.

   Неоніля Сохан з дітьми 
       Тарасом, 
       Ромою Гадзевич з чоловіком Андрієм 

            і синами Маркіяном і Павлом.

Вічна Їй пам’ять!

Ділимося сумною вісткою, що 18 травня 2017 року 
відійшла у вічність наша улюблена 

Мама, Бабця, Тета і Кузинка

св. п. 
Любомира Сохан

народжена 14 травня 1925 року у Чернівцях, Україна.
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sion and encroachment directed against 
Ukraine’s sovereignty – remain a direct 
security threat to the Euro-Atlantic com-
munity.

Tomorrow, President Trump will meet 
with President Putin in Hamburg, Germany, 
where, according to the Russian Foreign 
Ministry, “Ukraine and Syria will be on the 
agenda.” The Ukrainian American commu-
nity will look to our commander-in-chief to 
not only live up to the United States’ public 
and binding security guarantees to 
Ukraine, but clearly state that the people of 
Ukraine will make up their own minds with 
regards to national policy, including eco-
nomic and energy decisions, as well as 
closer integration with Europe and NATO. 
A strategic ally of the United States, Ukraine 
stands alone as the only non-NATO partner 
to have contributed actively to all NATO-led 
operations and missions for the past 20 
years.

It should also be made clear that the 
United States will maintain sanctions on 
Russia and those companies that support 
Russia’s illegal actions in Ukraine until all 
covert and overt Russian forces and equip-
ment are removed from Ukraine, including 
a withdrawal of any territorial claim over 
the Crimean peninsula. The territorial 
integrity of Ukraine’s internationally recog-
nized borders is non-negotiable.

Furthermore, as we welcome the further 
sharing of defensive armaments with 
Poland, we once again call on the United 
States to provide Ukraine with defensive 
weapons, equipment and training, as 
already authorized by Congress, in order to 
counter Russia’s offenses and re-establish 
Ukraine’s sovereignty and territorial integ-
rity. 

Europe’s pro-democratic East – includ-
ing the countries of Ukraine, Poland, 
Georgia, Lithuania, Estonia and Latvia – 
have stepped up to repay the faith invested 
in them by modernizing their armed forces 
at an unprecedented pace. Supporting the 
international norms of respecting territori-
al integrity and sovereignty will further 
reward the United States with a 21st centu-
ry alliance generating greater peace and 
prosperity.

(Continued from page 7)

President Trump...
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UHEC

SOUTH BOUND BROOK, N.J. – Children 
from the Plast Ukrainian Scouting 
Organization’s Newark branch, which is 
based in Whippany, N.J., visited the 
Ukrainian History and Education Center in 
South Bound Brook, N.J., for a Petrykivka 
workshop and demonstration by Sophia 
Shyprykevych.

“We are delighted that children in the U.S. 
are being given a chance to experience 
Petrykivka painting first hand,” said art col-
lectors Yuri Mishchenko and Natalia 
Pawlenko, whose collection of Petrykivka 
artwork was exhibited until the end of June. 

Petrykivka painting may have begun 
when women painted the interior and exte-
rior of the whitewashed walls, ceiling 
beams and hearths of their homes, as well 
as dowry chests, with fanciful flowers, birds 
and other images from nature. In Ukraine, 
one can also see examples of this decora-
tive painting on furniture, boxes and wood-
en kitchenware.

After Ukraine regained independence, 
the popularity of Petrykivka art experi-
enced something of a renaissance. 
Petrykivka, especially painted objects such 
as plates, bowls and serving utensils, have 

become popular, while “malyovky” 
(Petrykivka on paper or canvas) have 
gained a following among art collectors and 
researchers. More recently, Petrykivka has 
found additional expression in exterior and 
interior design, a notable example being 
the wooden St. George Church in central 
Kyiv, painted by the artists Halyna 
Nazarenko and Iryna Kibets.

Petrykivka paintings are characterized 
by a number of core motifs, reflecting the 
unity between humans and their natural 
environment, and the cyclical rebirth of life.  
These motifs find expression through key 
elements such as the floral bouquet, which 
represents the tree of life; viburnum and 

hollyhock – feminine beauty; the oak – 
power and masculinity; birds – harmony, 
mystery of eternity, happiness; and the 
rooster – the cyclical rebirth of nature.  

Recently, the beauty and uniqueness of 
the Petrykivka art style received interna-
tional recognition.  In October 2013, a 
Petrykivka art exhibit comprising the 
works of renowned masters of Petrykivka 
was held at the UNESCO headquarters in 
Paris; in December of that year, the 
Intergovernmental  Committee for 
Safeguarding of Intangible Heritage added 
the Petrykivka art form to its “Intangible 
Cultural Heritage of Humanity.”

The show was organized by Natalia 

Honcharenko, Michael Andrec, Oksana 
Pasakas (staff and volunteers of the 
Ukrainian History and Education Center) 
and art collectors Mr. Mischenko and Ms. 
Pawlenko, whose private collection reflects 
a variety of Petrykivka styles and features 
the works of four generations of Petrykivka 
artists.

The Petrykivka exhibit at the center’s 
Library Gallery, located at 135 Davidson 
Ave., Somerset, N.J., ran until July 1. Selected 
works were available for purchase. For 
more information, readers may visit www.
UkrHEC.org or www.facebook.com/ukrhec, 
e-mail info@ukrhec.org or call 732-356-
0132.

COMMUNITY CHRONICLE

UCCA

NEW YORK – On Thursday, July 22, members of 
the United Ukrainian American Organizations of New 
York (also referred to as UCCA-NY, a local chapter of 
the Ukrainian Congress Committee of America) 
attended an iftar held at the American Association of 
Crimean Turks (AACT) Mosque. 

The community iftar is a nightly meal during the 
month of Ramadan at which Muslims end their daily 
fast together at sunset. Prior to sunset, prayers were 
chanted by Imam Adem Sakarya, who welcomed the 
Ukrainian community representatives and thanked 
them for making the special trip to their cultural center.

Located in Fort Hamilton in Brooklyn, the AACT is 
the oldest association of Ukraine’s indigenous Crimean 

Tatars in America. Similar in significance to New York 
City’s East Village for the Ukrainian American commu-
nity, this community center and house of prayer has 
been the first point of call for decades of Crimean Tatar 
immigrants to the United States.

The visit by Ukrainian American community rep-
resentatives was once again organized by Ayla 
Bakkalli, the United States representative of the 
Indigenous Crimean Tatar Mejlis and an executive 
member of the World Congress of Crimean Tatars. 
Attending for the fourth consecutive year were 
UCCA-NY President Ivanka Zajac, with her daughter 
Marianka, and Vice-President Andrij Dobriansky, 
with his wife, Pamela Edgar.

N.Y. Ukrainians attend Crimean Tatar ift ar New England Selfreliance
convenes annual meeting

by Stella Oshur

HARTFORD, Conn. – The Ukrainian Selfreliance New England 
Federal Credit Union convened its 58th annual meeting on April 
30 at the Ukrainian National Home in Hartford, Conn. 

Dr. Paul Szwez, the chairman of the board of directors, brought 
the meeting to order and established that a quorum was present. 
Father Paul Martyniuk, the pastor of St. Michael’s Ukrainian 
Catholic Church in Hartford, opened the meeting with a prayer. A 
moment of silence was observed in memory of the members who 
had passed into eternity during 2016. 

Reports were read by Dr. Szwez, who was followed by George 
Stachiw, the general manager, who presented the financial report. 
Eugene Babij presented the Supervisory Committee report, 
which cited the work of Whittleysey and Hadley P.C., who con-
ducted an independent opinion audit.

Marko Rudyk and Petro Zelez were elected to the board of 
directors for a three-year term. The board is composed of the fol-
lowing: Dr. Szwez, chairman; Bohdan Sowa, vice-chairman; Mr. 
Zelez, secretary; Mr. Rudyk; Luda Chmeliwsky; Marta Lyba; and Mr. 
Stachiw, treasurer and general manager. The Supervisory 
Committee comprises Mr. Babij, (chairman), Mr. Rudyk and Myron 
Senczikowski, with Roman Dzidzitsky as alternate member.

As in the past, financial donations were given to the following 
organizations: the Ukrainian Parochial School in Hartford, the 
Hartford branch of Plast Ukrainian Scouting Organization, the 
Ukrainian American Youth Association of Hartford and Zolotyj 
Promin Dance Ensemble of Hartford.

The meeting was followed by a delicious Ukrainian dinner pre-
pared by the members of the choir Lanka Halychanka. After din-
ner, attendees were entertained by Lanka Halychanka, under the 
direction of Stella Oshur, a credit union employee, and by the 
choir’s music director, Ivan Mohilnytsky.

Ayla Bakkalli (center), the U.S. representative of 
the Indigenous Crimean Tatar Mejlis and an exec-
utive member of the World Congress of Crimean 
Tatars, is flanked by Ivanka Zajac (right) and 

Zulfire Asanov.

At the iftar (from left) are: Pamela Edgar, Andrij 
Dobriansky, Ayla Bakkalli, Ivanka Zajac, 
Marianna Zajac, Zulfire Asanov, Ilker Asanov, 
Nariman Asanov (President of the American 

Association of Crimean Turks), Elder Asanov.

Plast Ukrainian Scouting Organization youth and parents show off their examples of Petykivka art.
Roman Shyprykevych

Plast scouts attend Petrykivka art workshop

Children try their hand at Petrykivka art 
during the workshop. 
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Children and Youth, which she led in 1965-
1970 and 1990-2000. She was active also in 
the education branch of the World Council 
of Ukrainians, serving as secretary (1988-
1993) and as press representative. She also 
edited the magazine Vidhuknitsia. Since 
1994, she has been a member of the 
Association of Writers of Ukraine.

A feeling of patriotism prevails in all of 
Ms. Chraplyva’s works – stories, poems and 
plays. More than 17 of her works were 
published (and often republished) in 
Germany, the United States and Canada. 
When it became possible to do so, her 
works were published in Ukraine. 

All of her works, except for the poetry 
collection “To Those Far and Near,” were 
for children. “Easter Egg for Ukrainian 
Children” was illustrated by the noted artist 
Petro Andrusiw and was published in three 

editions – two in the diaspora and a third in 
Kyiv. “The Magical Car,” a children’s favorite, 
described a fantastical journey through the 
history of Ukraine. 

Ms. Chraplyva wrote for children of vari-
ous ages. Back in Munich she had pub-
lished “Otaman Volya” for the very young, 
“Easter Egg for Ukrainian Children” for 
younger schoolchildren, and “Wind from 
Ukraine,” a collection of stories about the 
Kozaks, for older schoolchildren.

Ms. Chraplyva understood the value of lit-
erature for children. She wrote: “Books are 
an essential part of the literature of each 
nation and prepare the child to read and 
properly appreciate the written word.” She 
was very happy with what she could contrib-
ute to Ukrainians worldwide. She said: “Can 
there be a more valuable dream for us, emi-
grants, than to be read in our native land?”

Macomb County or their volunteerism 
must have benefited the county and its res-
idents. Honorees were nominated by vari-
ous churches, schools, organizations and 
clubs. Their volunteerism varied from 
humanitarian and community-oriented 
deeds to community-related art, music, 
sports and other contributions. 

Ukrainian National Women’s League of 
America Branch 96 of the Detroit Regional 
Council this year nominated a selfless, 
hard-working and dedicated volunteer and 
activist of many, many years – Marie 
Zarycky-Cherviovskiy. Branch 96 noted 
that Ms. Zarycky-Cherviovskiy earned her 
place among the other honorees of 
Macomb County for her lifelong contribu-
tions to the community.

The honorees, along with their guests, 
were invited to attend a reception in their 
honor on the f irst  f loor of  the 
Administration Building prior to the meet-
ing and award ceremony. The volunteers 
and their guests had an opportunity to 
mingle and meet with each of the 13 com-
missioners, and with other honorees. A 
long table of savory and sweet delights was 
set up for everyone to enjoy while getting 
acquainted and enjoying the view from the 
newly renovated Macomb County Building. 

Afterwards, moving to the board room, 
which was quickly filled to standing-room 
capacity, the awards ceremony was opened 
by the board chair, Commissioner Bob 
Smith of the 12th District, who introduced 
all the other commissioners. Each commis-
sioner then stepped forward for pictures, 

as volunteers from his or her district were 
awarded certificates of recognition, and 
their achievements were read aloud. 

Ms. Zarycky-Cherviovskiy was intro-
duced as a member of the Ukrainian 
National Women’s League of America and 
of the Ukrainian American Civic Committee 
who has assisted the elderly at the 
Ukrainian Village in Warren. She would 
often drive them to their doctor’s appoint-
ments and helped them fill out forms to 
obtain prescription medications. She has 
also assisted in arranging accommodations 
and free medical treatment for injured sol-
diers from war-torn Ukraine who arrived 
in the United States needing specialized 
medical intervention. 

She also worked towards ensuring that 
the Holodomor, the genocidal famine of 
1932-1933 in Ukraine, would be included 
in Michigan’s public school social studies 
curricula along with the Holocaust and the 
Armenian genocide. 

Ms. Zarycky-Cherviovskiy received her 
award from Andrey Duzyj, commissioner 
of District 1, who has served in this capaci-
ty for five two-year terms and hails from 
the Ukrainian community in Warren. In his 
post Mr. Duzyj also serves as chairman of 
Health and Human Services for all of 
Macomb County and is a member of the 
committee for Justice and Public Safety in 
the area, as well as the Agency on Aging.

As noted in the brochure for the ceremo-
ny honoring the community volunteers, 
“Every act of kindness grows the spirit and 
strengthens the soul.” 

by Oksana Zakydalsky

TORONTO – Throughout many decades 
of her life, Lesia Chraplyva was known as a 
writer, journalist, editor, Plast scouting 
leader and community activist. 

To celebrate her 90th birthday, a large 
group of her friends and colleagues gathered 
on May 26 at St. Demetrius Residence in the 
Toronto area. Written congratulations were 
read and memories were recalled. 

A collection, which netted almost 
$2,000, was organized on the occasion of 
the milestone birthday. The funds will go to 
chaplains of churches in Ukraine to be dis-
tributed to participants of the “Vriatuy 
Zhyttia” (Save a Life) project who are fight-
ing for the Ukrainian cause. 

Lesia Chraplyva was born May 27, 1927, 
in the Ukrainian city of Lviv, where she grew 
up. In 1942 she became a member of Plast 
Ukrainian Scouting Organization. She left 
Lviv in 1944 with her parents for the refu-
gee camps of Germany. While in Germany, 
she studied medicine and biology. She also 
organized the scout troop Lisovi Mavky. 

In 1949, with her parents, Ms. Chraplyva 
left Europe for the United States. She lived 
in New York City, where she became active 
in Plast programs, particularly working 
with the youngest girls, the “novachky.” She 
was a troop leader, a national scout leader 
and national director for press relations. 
She became the national leader for all 

female Plast units and worked in leader-
ship training for novachky, organizing 
camps for the youngest girl scouts. 

In 1954-1956, she edited a special Plast 
page in the Ukrainian newspaper Svoboda. 
In the years 1955-1970, she was editor of 
the magazine Hotuis (for both male and 
female cub scouts). 

In 1974, she married Orest Shchur, 
whom she had known during her child-
hood in Lviv, and moved with him to 
London, Ontario. (He died in 2005).

With her move to Canada, Ms. Chraplyva-
Shchur became active in community organi-
zations there. Among her most notable 
community activity was membership in the 
Association of Workers in Literature for 

by Catherine Kizyma  
and Marta Kwitkowsky

MOUNT CLEMENS, Mich. – As in the 
past 27 years, the annual Macomb County 
Commissioners Volunteer Recognition 
Program took place at the Macomb County 
Administration Building in Mount Clemens, 
Mich. The Macomb County Board of 
Commissioners, consisting of 13 districts, 
annually distributes awards to dedicated 

individuals who have volunteered their 
time benefiting the county and its resi-
dents. 

This year, more than 60 volunteers were 
recognized on April 27 for their dedication 
to serving others in Macomb County and 
throughout southeastern Michigan. To be 
considered for the award, individuals must 
meet two requirements: they must have 
donated at least 150 hours of service to the 
community and either must reside in 

Friends celebrate author Lesia Chraplyva’s 90th birthday

Michigan Ukrainian is among volunteers honored

 Friends with Lesia Chraplyva (seated in the middle in a white embroidered blouse) during the celebration of her 90th birthday.

NOTES ON PEOPLE

At the Macomb County awards ceremony recognizing community volunteers, (from 
left) are: Marta Kwitkowsky, honoree Marie Zarycky-Cherviovskiy, Macomb County 
Commissioner Andrey Duzyj; Nadia Purnell and Catherine Kizyma, president of 

Ukrainian National Women’s League of America Branch 96.

Christine Zarycky

Russian citizens. So given its direct influ-
ence over the separatists, Russia and 
President [Vladimir] Putin, in particular has 
direct responsibility to compel them to 
cooperate with the investigation. That is the 
least that they can do.”

Mr. Obama added: “…The burden now is 
on Russia to insist that the separatists stop 

tampering with the evidence, grant investiga-
tors who are already on the ground immedi-
ate, full and unimpeded access to the crash 
site. The separatists and the Russian spon-
sors are responsible for the safety of the 
investigators doing their work. And along 
with our allies and partners, we will be work-
ing this issue at the United Nations today.”

Mr. Obama noted his preference for a 
diplomatic resolution to the conflict in 
Ukraine, but warned that Russia would only 
further isolate itself from the international 

community, and the cost for Russia’s behav-
ior would only continue to increase.

“…Families deserve to be able to lay their 
loved ones to rest with dignity,” Mr. Obama con-
cluded. “The world deserves to know exactly 
what happened. And the people of Ukraine 
deserve to determine their own future.”

In the three years since the downing of 
MH17, investigators have determined that 
MH17 was downed by a Russian-made Buk 
anti-aircraft missile that was brought from 
Russia and launched from the territory of 

Ukraine that was under the control of 
Russian-backed forces at the time. The inter-
national community has attempted to seek 
justice in the matter through the 
International Criminal Court, an internation-
al tribunal proposed by the United Nations, 
and other judicial venues. Russia continues 
to deny involvement, confounding efforts to 
bring those responsible to justice. 

Source: “President Obama’s statement on 
the situation in Ukraine,” The Ukrainian 
Weekly, July 27, 2014.

(Continued from page 6)

Turning...
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UCCLA members tour national internment display during annual conclave
GATINEAU/OTTAWA – Members of the 

Ukrainian Canadian Civil Liberties 
Association (UCCLA) reaffirmed their com-
mitment to correcting a historical wrong in 
vowing to address the situation of the run-
down and overgrown internee cemetery on 
private land in Spirit Lake, Quebec.

In addition, UCCLA’s executive leader-
ship, meeting at its annual conclave this 
year in Gatineau/Ottawa on June 10-12:

• received a sneak peek of the World 
War I internment display in the revamped 
Canada Hall at Canadian Museum of 
History in Gatineau;

• witnessed the global premiere of film-
maker Ryan Boyko’s documentary “That 
Never Happened: Canada’s First National 
Internment Operations;” and

• swore to ensure that no past or current 
members of the Soviet Union’s secret police 
force, the KGB, enter, re-enter or remain in 
Canada on any grounds – humanitarian or 
otherwise.

UCCLA paid respects with a moment of 
silence to Nellie (Carolka) Manko, a 
Montreal-born infant who was interned 
with her family at the Spirit Lake intern-
ment camp during Canada’s First National 
Internment Operations (1914-1920). Nellie 
died 102 years ago, at the age of 2½, in the 
Abitibi internment camp.

This is the second year in a row that con-
ference delegates formally recalled Nellie, 
after first asking federal Heritage Minister 
Melanie Jolie in 2015 to intervene for the 
purposes of commemorating and reconse-
crating the internee cemetery at La Ferme 
(Spirit Lake), Quebec. 

Nellie’s exact gravesite remains 
unknown, but evidence suggests she could 

be one of those buried in a gravesite the 
federal government ceded to the Quebec 
government, which then sold the cemetery 
to a private landowner. To date, the minis-
ter has only passed the buck, telling UCCLA 
that is should take up the issue of a buried 
federal internee in a federal labor camp 
with the provincial government of Quebec.

Also at the conclave, UCCLA observed the 
election of Dr. Lubomyr Luciuk of Kingston, 
Ontario, as president of its sister charity, the 
Ukrainian Canadian Civil Liberties 

Foundation (UCCLF), replacing outgoing 
president Andriy Harasymiw. Halya Wilson 
and Borys Sydoruk, both of Calgary, Alberta, 
were voted UCCLF’s vice-president and 
treasurer, respectively, and Andrea Malysh 
of Vernon, British Columbia, was chosen as 
secretary.

UCCLA, together with UCCLF and the 
Ukrainian Canadian Students Union (SUSK), 
also reaffirmed a commitment to continue 
to explore ways to partner with one another 
on various projects of mutual interest.

UCCLA Chairman Roman Zakaluzny 
commented:

“Although another year has passed with 
little progress from the federal side, UCCLA 
remains hopeful that the Honorable 
Melanie Jolie will finally convince her col-
leagues in government to take responsibili-
ty and do what’s right to ensure that those 
16 men and some children, including Nellie, 
buried in the bush on the site of Spirit 
Lake’s internment camp cemetery will 
finally find some peace.

“On behalf of UCCLA’s supporters across 
Canada, I would also like to take the time to 
thank Andriy Harasymiw who, for the last 
eight years from his Edmonton home, has 
led the creation of the foundation and seen 
it fulfill its mandate of educating Canadians 
on civil rights issues, including the 
Holodomor and first world war internment 
operations, by funding dozens of worth-
while projects. These included placing hun-
dreds of historical markers across Canada, 
funding the publication of numerous books, 
films and documentaries on the topic, as 
well as the day-to-day management and 
paperwork that goes along with running a 
registered Canadian charity. We welcome 
Prof. Luciuk to the role, and we thank 
Andriy for his past leadership.”

*  *  *
The Ukrainian Canadian Civil Liberties 

Association is a non-partisan, voluntary, 
non-profit research and educational orga-
nization committed to the articulation and 
promotion of the Ukrainian Canadian com-
munity’s interests and to the defense of the 
civil liberties and human rights of 
Ukrainians in Canada and elsewhere. For 
more information, go to www.uccla.ca.

Ukrainian Canadian Civil Liberties Association activists (from left) Borys Sydoruk, 
Lubomyr Luciuk, Roman Zakaluzny, Ryan Boyko, Andriy Harasymiw and Andrea 
Malysh at the Canadian Museum of History, where the UCCLA and the Ukrainian 
Canadian Civil Liberties Foundation received a sneak peak of its new first world war 

internment display, which was later unveiled to the public on Canada Day (July 1).

Scott Chatterton

None of the museum’s work would be 
possible without its dedicated staff and 
devoted volunteers, the strong support of 

its members, or the generosity of its donors 
and sponsors, said Ms. Shust. She saluted 
each of her staff members, heralded the 
work of the museum’s long-time volun-
teers, including Anastazia Hirniak, who 
passed away in 2016, and paid tribute to 
the supporters whose major gifts have con-

(Continued from page 11)

Chryzanta Hentisz... tributed to the museum’s transformation 
into a world-class cultural institution, 
among them Eugene and Daymel Shklar, 
Borys Halahan, Dr. Mary Beck, Pauline 
Bruggeman, Dr. Andrew and Tatiana 
Tershakovec, and the ever-supportive, ever-
generous Self Reliance New York. 

Board treasurer Zoriana Haftkowycz then 
thanked the museum’s donors for their sup-
port and presented a brief recap of the 
museum’s financial position. She reported 
that in 2016 the museum had revisited and 
updated its investment strategy in order to 
maximize its investment income while main-
taining a low-risk, conservative approach. 
The museum had received two bequests 
during the year, from Dr. Alexandra Shkolnik 
and Olha Chypak, and six new memorial 
funds were established. The museum now 
has 61 endowment funds and 69 memorial 
funds, totaling $4,151,095 as of December 
31, 2016. Ms. Haftkowycz also noted that the 
400k Club, a fund-raising initiative launched 
to coincide with the museum’s 40th anniver-
sary, had already met 78 percent of its target. 

A brief report from the chair of the Audit 
Committee, Lydia Zaininger, confirmed that 
the committee had found “no material 
weaknesses or deficiencies” in the muse-
um’s internal controls or reporting, and a 
short discussion period touched on endow-
ment funds, future exhibitions and the 
museum’s library.

Marianna Zajac, president of the UNWLA 
and a vice-president of the museum’s board, 
paid tribute to the board’s outgoing presi-
dent, Prof. Holod: “You’ve enabled The 
Ukrainian Museum to push boundaries and 
reach new heights. Under your stewardship, 
the museum marked the UNWLA’s 90th 
anniversary with a unique exhibition of 
works by Ukrainian women artists, celebrat-
ed the museum’s 40th anniversary with a 
host of events, and garnered important 
international acclaim and recognition.” Ms. 
Zajac also wished the incoming board presi-
dent, Ms. Hentisz, much success and pledged 

the UNWLA’s collaboration and support.
The annual meeting was chaired by 

Iryna Kurowyckyj and recorded by secre-
tary Natalia Sonevytsky. 

New board of trustees

The 25-member Board of Trustees of 
The Ukrainian Museum is composed of 
representatives from the UNWLA, which 
occupies 13 of the seats (51 percent), with 
the remaining 12 (49 percent) filled by 
individuals elected from the broader com-
munity. Nine trustees are members of the 
executive board. UNWLA-affiliated trustees 
are appointed (their names are noted 
below with asterisks), while community 
members are elected for three-year terms 
that may be renewed. 

Three new members were elected to the 
board: Christina Andrushkiw, a senior 
advertising executive with extensive experi-
ence in broadcast, print and digital produc-
tion; Roman Hrab, an artist and the director 
of operations for the Studio Arts Program at 
Bard College in upstate New York; and 
Olena Paslawsky, retired vice-president, 
financial director and treasurer of New York 
City’s Metropolitan Museum of Art.

The 2017-2018 composition of the exec-
utive board is as follows: Ms. Hentisz,* pres-
ident; Adrian Hewryk, Alla Leshko and Ms. 
Zajac,* vice-presidents; Ms. Haftkowycz,* 
treasurer; Lilya Kalat, secretary; Motria 
Kuzycz,* Bohdan Sawycky and Roma 
Shuhan,* members at large.

Trustees on the general board are: Ms. 
Andrushkiw, Mark Bach, Christine Bonacorsa, 
Lida Chaplynsky, Andrei Harasymiak, Sophia 
Hewryk,* Mr. Hrab, Ms. Kurowyckyj,* 
Maryanna Marsch-Hoydysh,* Rostislav 
Milanytch, Natalie Pawlenko, Ms. Paslawsky, 
Natalia Sonevytsky,* Olga Stawnychy,* Oksana 
Trytjak* and Olha Yarema-Wynar.*

There were no changes to the composition 
of the Audit Committee, chaired by Ms. 
Zaininger; members are Alex Labunka, Stefan 
Peleschuk, Orysia Stryzak and Renata Zajac.
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Tickets – $95.00 per person, payable to USMHOF 
Tickets will NOT be sold at the door.

Send payment to: Ukrainian Sport Museum Banquet
   60C North Jefferson Rd., Whippany, NJ 07981 

Event details include banquet with Hall of Fame induction ceremony, silent auction and other surprises.

For tickets, table reservations 
and sponsorship details please contact 

Ukrainian Sports Museum and Hall of Fame:

UKRSPORTHOF@gmail.com
973 919 1322  •  973 989 5800. 

More information will be available at   http://www.ukrainiansportshalloffameandmuseum.com/hall-of-fame.html

2nd UKRAINIAN SPORTS HALL OF FAME INDUCTION BANQUET 

Saturday, September 16, 2017 at 6:00 pm
Ukrainian American Cultural Center of New Jersey, 60C North Jefferson Rd., Whippany, NJ 07981

Russian leadership on more than one occa-
sion that it is necessary for Russia to take 
the first steps to de-escalate the situation in 
the east part of Ukraine, in particular by 
respecting the ceasefire, by pulling back the 
heavy weapons.”

Referring to the two so-called Minsk 
peace agreements, to which Ukraine, France, 
Germany and Russia are signatories, Mr. 
Tillerson called on “Russia to honor its com-
mitments that were made” and “exercise 
influence over the separatists in the region 
whom they do hold complete control over” 
and “call on their proxies to cease the vio-
lence that is ongoing in east Ukraine.”

Otherwise, “the U.S. and EU sanctions on 
Russia will remain in place until Moscow 
reverses the actions that triggered these 
particular sanctions,” Mr. Tillerson said in 
reference to the Kremlin’s illegal annexa-
tion of the Ukrainian territory of Crimea in 
March 2014 and subsequent invasion of the 
easternmost regions of Luhansk and 
Donetsk a month a later. 

During his trip, the secretary of state 
announced the appointment of a new 
American envoy to find lasting peace in the 
simmering Donbas war that Russia started 
unprovoked: Kurt Volker, a former ambas-
sador to the North Atlantic Treaty 
Organization (2008-2009). 

He replaces former Assistant Secretary 
of State for European and Eurasian Affairs 
Victoria Nuland who had played that role in 
the Obama administration.

“This is indicative of the appointment of 
– again, of Ambassador Volker for a more 

direct engagement… We are going to be 
exploring ways to change the status quo, 
because continuing to leave things the way 
they are is simply not acceptable,” Mr. 
Tillerson said of the new envoy who last 
served as executive director of the McCain 
Institute for International Leadership in 
Washington. 

“It is largely undisputed, in both 
Washington and Moscow, that in choosing 
Volker, Rex Tillerson has opted to appoint a 
Russia hawk who also believes in diploma-
cy,” reported The National Interest, an 
international affairs magazine. 

Mr. Volker’s appointment also means 
that President Donald Trump, who attend-
ed the Group of 20 meeting in Berlin on July 
7-8, is looking for a “success story” amid 
allegations that his inner circle had collud-
ed with Russia during his presidential cam-
paign. 

“U.S. policy towards Ukraine remains con-
sistent… it doesn’t mean Kyiv will receive 
lethal weapons… but Trump is looking for 
overseas success opportunities and the 
American president’s meeting with his 
Russian counterpart [Vladimir Putin in Berlin] 
shows he won’t be persuaded to back down,” 
Taras Berezovets, founder of the Ukrainian 
Institute for the Future, a Kyiv-based policy 
center, told The Ukrainian Weekly by phone.

On his part, President Poroshenko said 
the country is committed to a “peaceful set-
tlement” with Moscow. 

“Time and again, I underscore Kyiv did 
not plan, did not start this war,” Mr. 
Poroshenko said on July 9 in his opening 
statement at a press availability following 
his meeting with Secretary Tillerson. 
“Ukrainian troops are not present in the 
Russian territory. We did not plan the war… 

(Continued from page 1)

Tillerson confirms...

Danchyk’s acclaimed CD “Rovesnyky” reissued as a digital download
WOODBRIDGE, N.J.  – Danchyk’s acclaimed 

“Rovesnyky” CD, released in 1991, but out of print since 
2004, has been reissued as a digital download. 
“Rovesnyky” is now available on iTunes, Amazon Music, 
CD Baby and a host of similar download services, as well 
as on a number of streaming services, such as Spotify and 
Google Play. Tracks from the album can also be audi-
tioned on YouTube.

Born in New York to a Ukrainian father and Belarusian 
mother, folksinger Bohdan Andrusyshyn, a.k.a. “Danchyk,” 
began his musical career rather modestly, when at the 
age of 15 he won a local talent competition held by the 
Belarusian community in New Jersey. Two years later, he 
recorded his first album, “Belarusachka.” Unbeknownst 
to him, the LP was bootlegged and surreptitiously circu-
lated throughout all of Belarus. This, as well as a chance 
meeting and subsequent friendship with the Belarusian 
supergroup Pesnyary, propelled Danchyk to superstar-
dom in the former Soviet republic. 

In 1989, Danchyk completed a multi-city concert tour 
in Belarus, including eight sold-out concerts at the Palace The cover of “Danchyk’s” 1991 CD titled “Rovesnyky.”

of Professional Unions, as well as the Minsk 
Philharmonic. Before curtailing his performing career in 
1997 to concentrate on journalism, Danchyk recorded 
five studio albums – four in Belarusian and one in 
Ukrainian.

“Rovesnyky” (English translation “Coevals”) is 
Danchyk’s only Ukrainian-language album. Although less 
well-known in Ukraine than in Belarus, Danchyk was, 
nevertheless, in great demand as a featured performer at 
Ukrainian festivals and resorts throughout the United 
States. “Rovesnyky” was critically acclaimed by the 
Ukrainian press in both the U.S. and Canada, and enjoyed 
significant radio play on Ukrainian-language radio pro-
grams in North America. 

Featuring Ukrainian folksongs and songs by contem-
porary Ukrainian songwriters, “Rovesnyky” showcases 
Danchyk’s velvety tenor voice, against the backdrop of 
Oles Kuzyszyn’s instrumental arrangements. 

The digital re-issue of Danchyk’s “Rovesnyky” makes 
this rare recording available once again to a whole new 
generation of folk music enthusiasts.

I encourage you to explore the works of 
Tin’ Sontsia, Voanerges, Taras Yanitskiy and 
the Kyiv Chamber Choir. And if you want to 
have some great experiences and learn 
bandura, there are several bandura camps 
this summer. One at Bobriwka in 
Connecticut has just ended; another is fin-

ishing up at the ODUM Camp in London, 
Ontario, on July 16. After that, the next ones 
will be in Emlenton, Pa. (Kobzarska Sich) 
on August 5-19 (ks@bandura.org) and at 
the UNF Sokil Campground in Hawkestone, 
Ontario, on August 20-27 (oksanazelink-
sa@rogers.com). Or at least come to listen 
to the final shows, usually performed on 
the last day of the camp.

You never know what may happen to 
you “cherez tu banduru.” 

(Continued from page 8)

“Cherez tu Banduru”...

It was planned and started in Moscow. 
That’s why the keys to peaceful settlement 
are in Moscow.” 

Afterwards, Mr. Tillerson said of 
Ambassador Volker that his “wealth of expe-
rience makes him uniquely qualified to move 
this conflict in the direction of peace” and 
added, “The U.S. remains fully committed to 
the objectives of the Minsk agreements, and I 
have complete confidence in Kurt to continue 
our efforts to achieve peace in Ukraine.”

In another high-profile visit in Kyiv, NATO 
Secretary-General Jens Stoltenberg of 
Norway on July 10 said that “Russia” must 
remove “thousands of troops” from Ukraine.

Although Mr. Poroshenko didn’t commit 
to formally submitting a bid for official 
NATO accession, the president said Ukraine 
is committed to joining the 29-member 
defensive alliance. 

He signed a law on July 6 that makes 
membership in the alliance a foreign policy 
priority and promised to continue reforms 
that would meet membership standards by 
2020. 

“Ukraine has clearly defined its political 
future and its future in the sphere of securi-
ty,” Mr. Poroshenko told reporters as he 

stood alongside the NATO secretary-general.
So far, more than 1.7 million Ukrainians 

have been internally uprooted from their 
homes due to Russia’s war, according to the 
United Nations, signifying the largest dis-
placement of people on the European con-
tinent since World War II. Hundreds of 
thousands more have fled to neighboring 
Russia, Belarus, Moldova and Poland.

During his visit to Kyiv on July 9, U.N. 
Secretary-General Antonio Guterres said the 
international body is committed to establish-
ing peace in the Moscow-instigated war. 

“You can be sure that for us this is some-
thing that we keep in the agenda. It is not a 
forgotten situation,” he said at a news con-
ference with President Poroshenko.

“The human rights bodies of the U.N. are, 
of course, active in relation to the situation, 
and, as it is known, the high commissioner 
[for human rights] will be providing also 
his report on the human rights situation in 
Crimea in due time,” he noted.

Meanwhile, overnight on July 12, one 
Ukrainian soldier was killed in the east, 
according to Ukraine’s Ministry of Defense. 
Over all, 24 servicemen were killed in action 
in June and more than 125 were wounded. 
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July 21-22 Ukrainian Festival, Dickinson State University, 
Dickinson, ND Ukrainian Cultural Institute, 701-483-1486 or
 http://northdakotaukrainianfestival.com

July 21-23 Adoptive Family Weekend, Soyuzivka Heritage Center,
Kerhonkson, NY www.soyuzivka.com

July 21-23 Capital Ukrainian Festival, St. John the Baptist Ukrainian 
Ottawa Catholic Shrine, 613-790-3856 or
 www.capitalukrainianfestival.com

July 22 Concert featuring Spanish music performed by chamber 
Jewett, NY musicians Virginia Luque, Filip Pagody, Natalia Khoma
 and Marta Bagratuni, Grazhda Music and Art Center, 
 518-989-6479 or www.grazhdamusicandart.org

July 22 Ukrainian Festival, St. Vladimir Ukrainian Orthodox 
Parma OH Cathedral, st.vladimircathedral@gmail.com or 
 www.stvladimirs.org

July 22 Golf tournament, Ukrainian American Youth 
Accord, NY Association, Rondout Golf Club, pkolinsky@gmail.com 
 or pdrobenko@gmail.com 

July 23 Church picnic, Ss. Peter and Paul Ukrainian Orthodox 
Glen Spey, NY Church, 914-443-9199 or 845-856-7441

July 23 Ukrainian American Day, Eisenhower Park Lakeside 
East Meadow, NY Theater, 516-572-0355

July 25 Blessing of Windle House, the new home of the 
Toronto Metropolitan Andrey Sheptytsky Institute of Eastern 
 Christian Studies, University of Toronto,
 sheptytsky@ustpaul.ca or
 http://www.sheptytskyinstitute.ca

July 26-30 Convention, Ukrainian Orthodox League, St. Michael the 
Woonsocket, RI Archangel Ukrainian Orthodox Church, Crowne Plaza
 Hotel, www.stmichaeluoc.org/uol2017 or 508-695-6095

July 27-28 USCAK Youth Games Olympiad, Ukrainian American 
Kerhonkson/ Youth Association and the Chornomorska Sitch Sports 
Ellenville, NY  School, UAYA Camp and Soyuzivka Heritage Center,
 www.cym.org/us-ellenville or www.soyuzivka.com

July 28-30 Lemko Vatra, Lemkivshchyna Resort,
Durham, ON contact@lemko-olk.com

July 28-29 Ukrainian Festival, St. John the Baptist Ukrainian 
Syracuse, NY Catholic Church, www.stjohnbaptistucc.com

July 29 Concert with violinist Yuriy Bekker, cellist Natalia Khoma
Jewett, NY and pianist Volodymyr Vynnytsky, Grazhda Music and Art
 Center, 518-989-6479 or www.grazhdamusicandart.org

July 29-30 Vatra (bonfire), Ukrainian Homestead, 267-205-5524 or 
Lehighton, PA odwuevents@gmail.com

July 30 Ukrainian Heritage Festival, Holy Trinity Ukrainian 
Cheektowaga, NY Orthodox Church, 716-684-0738 or 
 www.holytrinitybuffalo.com  

July 30 Parish picnic, St. Vladimir Ukrainian Orthodox
Parma, OH Cathedral Parish Center, www.stvladimirs.org

July 30 Benefit “Festive Dinner,” Friends of Ukrainian Catholic 
San Francisco University and the Ukrainian Catholic Education 
 Foundation, University of San Francisco McLaren 
 Conference Center, 800-599-3671

July 31-August 1 Ukrainian rag-doll course, with instruction by Olena 
Jewett, NY Martyniuk, Grazhda Music and Art Center,
 518-989-6479 or www.grazhdamusicandart.org

Entries in “Out and About” are listed free of charge. Priority is given to events 
advertised in The Ukrainian Weekly. However, we also welcome submissions 
from all our readers. Items will be published at the discretion of the editors 
and as space allows. Please send e-mail to mdubas@ukrweekly.com.

Ukrainian Sports Clubs** are invited to enter the following divisions:
•  4’s on court
•  4’s Youth (Under-18 born in 1998 or later)

(Note: All Divisions permit mixed gender teams.)
** All teams must be sponsored by USCAK-a�  liated sports clubs

* Tournament subject to su�  cient pre-registration of teams

Awards for Teams
•   First Place in all divisions
•   MVP Award for each Division

Registration Fees: $25 per player

*** Pre-Registration Requested ***
Mail Payment, Registration Form and Roster Form to:

USCAK Beach Volleyball Tournament. 
c/o Roman Bulawski

65 Michelle Lane, Hillsborough, NJ  08844
and/or email rbulawski@gmail.com 

 
Website:  http://www.uscak.org/events.html

Website contains more information and downloadable forms:
Application Form Team Roster Form Rules & Regulations of Competition

For more Information contact :
• Roman Bulawski rbulawski@gmail.com     
• Myron Bytz,  bytzmm@gmail.com

The USCAK Ukrainian Nationals
Beach Volleyball Tournament

Friday, August 25, 2017 – 9:00 am

Games on the Beach behind the Pan American Hotel
5901 Ocean Boulevard, Wildwood Crest, NJ

Ukrainian Sports Clubs** are invited to enter the following divisions:
•   Youth Ages 8-10 (Coed) (4x4)
•   Youth Ages 11-13 (Coed) (4x4)
•   Youth Ages14-16 (Coed) (4x4)
•   Adult/Youth Mens/Women – Age 17-30 (4x4)
•   Adult/Youth Men/Women – Age 30-95 (4x4)

(Note:** All teams must be USCAK-a�  liated club members
* Tournament subject to su�  cient pre-registration of teams

Awards for Teams
•   First Place individual in all divisions
•   MVP Award for each Division

Registration Fees: $25 per player
*** Pre-Registration Requested ***
Mail Payment, Registration Form and Roster Form to:

USCAK Beach Soccer Tournament. 
c/o Roman Bulawski

65 Michelle Lane, Hillsborough, NJ  08844
IN CANADA  email chrisc@tascanada.com 

 
Website:  http://www.uscak.org/events.html

Website contains more information and downloadable forms:
Application Form Team Roster Form Rules & Regulations of Competition

For more Information contact :
• Chris Czupiel,  chrisc@tascanada.com     
• Myron Bytz,  bytzmm@gmail.com

The USCAK Ukrainian Nationals
Beach Soccer Tournament

Thursday, August 24, 2017 – 9:00 am

Games on the Beach at the Pan American Hotel
5901 Ocean Boulevard, Wildwood Crest, NJ
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PREVIEW OF EVENTS
Friday, August 25

WILDWOOD, N.J.: The Khmelnychenky 
Plast fraternity is sponsoring a fund-raising 
dance in support of Plast campsites at the 
Wildwood VFW, 3816 Pacific Ave. Doors 
open at 8 p.m. with dance music by DJ 
Orest, followed by EMCK – live in concert – 
at 9:30-11 p.m., followed DJ Orest until 
midnight. Admission is $20 for adults age 
21 and over only. (Includes open beer/soda 
bar at 8-12 p.m. Mixed drinks also will be 
available.) Valid IDs are required for pre-
sale wrist bands that will be available at 
the beach and at hotels. For more informa-
tion visit the “zabava” Facebook page at 
https://www.facebook.com/Xmeli/, or 
e-mail Orest.michel@gmail.com.

Sunday, August 27

HORSHAM, Pa.: The Ukrainian American 
Sport Center – Tryzub – will host the 26th 
annual Ukrainian Independence Folk 
Festival and Outdoor Summer Concert at 
Tryzubivka, County Line and Lower State 
roads, Horsham, PA 19044. Doors will open 
at noon. The outdoor summer concert in 
the park will begin at 1:30 p.m. It is an inte-
grated, dynamic program titled “United 
Ukraine; United,” a collaborative effort of 
prior performers: Voloshky Ukrainian 
Dance Ensemble, Iskra Ukrainian Dance 
Ensemble, violinist Innesa Tymochko 
Dekajlo and Vox Ethnika orchestra. Special 
guests include singer-songwriter Iryna 
Lonchyna from Ukraine and the Efsane 

Crimean Tatar Ensemble. A social dance to 
the live music of Vox Ethnika will follow at 
4:30 p.m. Delicious Ukrainian foods and 
baked goods, picnic fare, cool beverages 
and refreshments will be plentiful. Vendors 
are welcome. An arts and crafts bazaar and 
a children’s fun area will be open all day. 
Admission: $15; students, $10; children 
under 15, free. Parking is free. For further 
information call 267-664-3857, e-mail 
info@tryzub.org or visit www.tryzub.org. 
The sponsor is a 501(c)(3) tax-exempt 
nonprofit charitable organization; pro-
ceeds benefit youth and adult amateur 
sports, and cultural, fraternal and commu-
nity programs.
Saturday, September 23

CLIFTON, N.J.:  The Tamburitzans 
International Folk Ensemble will perform 
at 4 p.m. at Clifton High School, located at 
333 Colfax Ave. With elaborate costumes 
and versatile musicians, singer and danc-
ers, the repertoire is from Croatia, Greece, 
Bulgaria, Hungary, Poland, Romania, 
Russia, Serbia, Slovakia, Slovenia and 
Ukraine. The concert is being sponsored by 
Holy Apostles Orthodox Church located in 
Saddle Brook, N.J. Tickets for this family-
friendly event are available for purchase at 
www.talentshadows.events for $35 in 
advance and $40 at the door the day of the 
performance. For information visit www.
holyapost lesnj .org  and c l ick  on 
Tamburitzans, or e-mail eventsholyapos-
tles@gmail.com.

PREVIEW OF EVENTS GUIDELINES
Preview of Events is  a service provided at minimal cost ($20 per listing) by The Ukrainian 
Weekly to the Ukrainian community.  Items should be no more than 100 words long.
Preview items must be received no later than one week before the desired date of 
publication.  Please include payment for each time the item is to appear and indicate date(s) 
of issue(s) in which the item is to be published.  Information should be sent to: preview@
ukrweekly.com.


