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Some of the festival’s performers (from left): Oksana Mukha, the Roma Pryma Bohachevsky Ukrainian Dance Workshop and Kozak System.

Ukraine-EU summit 
in Kyiv focuses 

on bolstering ties 
RFE/RL’s Ukrainian Service

KYIV – At the European Union-
Ukraine summit in Kyiv on July 12-13, 
both sides hailed strengthening rela-
tions in the wake of the EU’s final 
approval of an Association Agreement 
with Kyiv earlier that week and the 
bloc’s decision to grant visa-free travel 
to Ukrainians last month.

“On June 11, precisely one month 
ago, Ukrainians got the full taste of 
European freedom – visa-free travel to 
the EU,” Ukrainian President Petro 
Poroshenko said at a Kyiv press event. 
“More than 100,000 holders of 
Ukrainian biometric passports have 
used their visa-free-travel right already.”

He said these Ukrainians have seen 
with their own eyes why Kyiv aspires 
to closer relations with the EU.

Mr. Poroshenko also expressed 
gratitude for the EU’s support in his 

RFE/RL
Russia-backed separatists in eastern 

Ukraine’s Donetsk region have announced 
what they say is the creation of a new state 
called “Malorossiya,” or Little Russia – a dec-
laration that was swiftly condemned by Kyiv.

The announcement on July 18 appeared 
to be the latest twist in attempts by the sep-
aratists who seized territory with Russian 
help in 2014 to claim legitimacy and dis-
credit the government of Ukraine.

But it was met with silence from the 
Kremlin and failed to win support from fel-
low separatists in the neighboring Luhansk 
region, where one leader said the idea 
“raises big doubts.” 

Ukrainian President Petro Poroshenko 
suggested it was part of a Russian effort to 
divide and conquer his country, and said 
that would never happen.

Steeped in the history of Ukraine and its 
perennially troubled ties with Russia, the 
announcement comes amid a war that has 
killed more than 10,000 people in eastern 
Ukraine and continues despite an interna-
tionally backed ceasefire mandated by the 
2015 Minsk accords.

Aleksandr Zakharchenko, leader of the 
separatists who control the city of Donetsk 
and part of the surrounding oblast, which 
borders Russia, read out a declaration on the 
creation of Malorossiya, according to the 
separatist-affiliated Donetsk News Agency.

Speaking at a meeting with unidentified 
“representatives” of numerous oblasts that 
are controlled by Kyiv, he suggested that the 
idea is for Malorossiya to assume the mantle 
of Ukraine, which the declaration asserted 
“has revealed itself as a failed state.”

“We must build a new country in which 
the concepts of conscience and honor are not 
forgotten,” Mr. Zakharchenko said, according 
to the Donetsk separatists’ website.

Another Donetsk separatist leader, 
Aleksandr Timofeyev, read out a so-called 
“Constitutional Act” that said participants 
at the meeting “agree that the new state 
will be called Malorossiya, because the very 
name Ukraine has discredited itself.”

Tsarist-era term

Malorossiya, which means Little Russia or 
Lesser Russia, was a name used in tsarist-era 
Russia for several regions of today’s Ukraine.

Another tsarist-era term for parts of 
Ukraine, “Novorossiya” – New Russia – was 
sometimes used by separatists and Russian 
officials, including President Vladimir 
Putin, around the time that Russia was 
fomenting separatism in Ukraine.

Use of the term added to concerns in 
Kyiv and the West that Russia would seek 
to take control over large portions of east-
ern and southern Ukraine, and might try to 
annex the area or create a new state 
beholden to Moscow.

But talk of Novorossiya faded after a few 
months, as Kyiv’s forces held the Russia-
backed separatists to territory covering 
parts of Donetsk and Luhansk. 

Russia has not formally recognized the 
self-proclaimed separatist entities in Ukraine 
as independent, and Moscow’s stated posi-
tion is that they should be part of Ukraine. 

Analysts say Russia hopes to continue to 
use them as long as it can to destabilize 
Ukraine and maintain pressure on its pro-
Western government.

There was no immediate Kremlin com-
ment on the declaration about Malorossiya.

“Separatists” criticized over call for creation of “Malorossiya”

(Continued on page 14) (Continued on page 5)

by Matthew Dubas

KERHONKSON, N.Y. – Thousands of peo-
ple, hailing from venues ranging from 
California to Ukraine, converged at the 11th 
Ukrainian Cultural Festival held on Friday-
Sunday, July 14-16, at Soyuzivka Heritage 
Center. The largest Ukrainian festival in the 
United States, it is organized by the Ukrainian 
National Foundation (UNF), under the 
patronage of the Embassy of Ukraine.

This year’s sponsors included the 
Ukrainian National Association (UNA), 

Ukraine International Airlines, Self Reliance 
New York Federal Credit Union and SUMA 
Federal Credit Union (Yonkers, N.Y.).

The festival truly offers something for all 
ages, from the stage shows with a wide 
variety of performers, to the film screen-
ings, intricate crafts of the Ukrainian 
Village, the myriad Ukrainian embroidery, 
music recordings and a variety of artwork 
for sale at the vendors’ court, and the infor-
mation and fun activities at the Ukrainian 
National Association’s gazebo. The refresh-
ing swimming pool, the beer garden and 

even the beach volleyball court were all put 
to good use. And for the night owls, the 
Zabava Band entertained with lively music 
on Friday and Saturday nights on the 
Veselka patio.

Headlining performers for this year’s 
Saturday evening show were Pikkardiyska 
Tertsiya, Kozak System and vocalist Oksana 
Mukha from Ukraine, the women’s vocal 
ensemble Lanka Halychanka of Connecticut, 
and Soyuzivka’s own, the Roma Pryma 
Bohachevsky Ukrainian Dance Workshop. 

On Friday evening, the stage show 

opened with the traditional “Pryvit” 
(Welcome) dance by the dance workshop. 
Roman Wasylyk introduced the perform-
ers, created levity and moved the program 
along as master of ceremonies. The 
Ukrainian folk band Hurt Udech, which 
included a foursome of cymbalom (dulci-
mer), accordion, drum/sopilka (wooden 
flute) and violin players, entertained with 
instrumental and vocal favorites from the 
Carpathian region of Ukraine. 

(Continued on page 9)
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CPJ criticizes Sheremet probe 

NEW YORK – A Committee to Protect 
Journalists (CPJ) report is critical of a 
Ukrainian investigation into the killing of 
journalist Pavel Sheremet, with no arrests in 
the case and more questions than answers 
nearly one year after his car-bomb death in 
Kyiv. The report, “Justice Denied: Ukraine 
Comes Up Empty In Probe Of Pavel 
Sheremet’s Murder,” suggests an indepen-
dent investigation is needed, as Ukrainian 
officials have provided no evidence to back 
claims that Russia was behind the assassi-
nation and to ensure a complete probe into 
possible Ukrainian involvement. “Authorities 
say they are committed to solving 
Sheremet’s murder,” Nina Ognianova, CPJ’s 
Europe and Central Asia program coordina-
tor, writes in the introduction to the report. 
“But [they] offer no clear evidence to back 
their primary line of investigation of 
Russian involvement.” The report, written 
by Kyiv-based reporter Christopher Miller, 
an RFE/RL correspondent, adds that “a 
greater amount of circumstantial evidence 
points to a Ukrainian trace [in the killing], 
raising questions about why authorities are 
pushing the Russian narrative and whether 
they may be covering up evidence to protect 
someone powerful.” Sheremet, 44, was a 
well-known reporter who had worked at 
prominent media outlets in Belarus, Russia, 
and Ukraine during his career and was 
often the subject of threats and harassment 
for his hard-hitting journalism that was 
often critical of political leaders. The native 
Belarusian died early on July 20, 2016, 
when his car blew up at an intersection a 
few minutes after he left his central Kyiv 
apartment on his way to Radio Vesti, where 
he had a morning program. The shocking 
attack brought pledges by Ukrainian offi-
cials of a swift investigation. “It is a matter of 
honor to take all measures to solve this 
crime as soon as possible,” Ukrainian 
President Petro Poroshenko said after the 
killing, which he called “a terrible tragedy.” 
But with no public announcements of prog-
ress in the case after one year, observers 
have blamed officials for “incompetence, 
negligence, sabotage – or a combination of 
all three,” the report says. Critics of the 
investigation point out, the report says, that 
a man and a woman seen on security cam-
eras outside of Sheremet’s apartment at 

various times in the days leading up to his 
death have not been identified. (CPJ)

Poroshenko proposes adding investigator

KYIV – President Petro Poroshenko has 
proposed incorporating an internationally 
recognized investigator into the Ukrainian 
team investigating the killing of journalist 
Pavel Sheremet, in hopes of jumpstarting a 
probe that has produced no significant leads 
in a year. At a July 11 meeting with members 
of Sheremet’s family and a Committee to 
Protect Journalists (CPJ) delegation in Kyiv 
to assess the probe, Mr. Poroshenko said he 
would “happily accept” a “professional, 
trustworthy” investigator, such as someone 
“from the FBI or Scotland Yard” to oversee 
the high-profile case “if it is agreed by the 
family.” Sheremet, a Belarusian-born journal-
ist, was killed by a car bomb in central Kyiv 
on July 20, 2016. No one has been arrested 
or prosecuted. Sheremet’s mother, Lyudmila 
Sheremet, his daughter, Elizaveta Sheremet, 
and his partner, Olena Prytula, who is also 
owner and co-founder of the independent 
Ukrainian news site Ukrayinska Pravda 
where Sheremet worked as a columnist – all 
of whom were present at the meeting – 
accepted the president’s proposal. 
(Christopher Miller of RFE/RL)

Australia to Russia: cooperate in MH17 case

CANBERRA – Australia has urged Russia 
to cooperate with new moves to prosecute 
suspected perpetrators, who brought down 
Malaysia Airlines Flight MH17 over eastern 
Ukraine in July 2014, killing all 298 aboard. 
Dutch investigators concluded in 2015 that 
the jet was shot down by a Russian-made 
Buk missile over conflict-torn eastern 
Ukrainian territory held by Russia-backed 
separatists. Australian Foreign Minister Julie 
Bishop urged Russia to comply with U.N. 
Security Council Resolution 2166, authored 
by Australia. “That calls on all states to coop-
erate to ensure that those responsible for 
the killing are brought to justice,” Ms. Bishop 
said on July 16. Last month, the Netherlands 
said that suspects in the case would be 
tried in a Dutch court, and under Dutch law. 
Russia, which denies any involvement in 
the fighting in eastern Ukraine, also denies 
one of its rockets could have been used to 

(Continued on page 12)

 ANALYSIS

RFE/RL

WASHINGTON – Russia-backed separat-
ists in Ukraine’s war-torn eastern Donetsk 
region have confirmed that they are hold-
ing a blogger from eastern Ukraine who 
contributes to the Ukrainian Service of 
Radio Free Europe/Radio Liberty (RFE/
RL), according to a former Ukrainian law-
maker. The journalist, Stanislav Aseyev, 
who writes under the name Stanislav Vasin, 
first went missing on June 2.

Yehor Firsov, a long-time acquaintance of 
Mr. Aseyev, wrote on Facebook on July 16 
that Mr. Aseyev’s mother was allowed to 
visit him in separatist custody. Mr. Firsov 
also wrote that the separatists have accused 
Mr. Aseyev of espionage and threatened him 
with up to 14 years in prison.

Mr. Vasin also reports for other Ukrainian 
publications, including Dzerkalo Tyzhnia 
and The Ukrainian Week.

RFE/RL Editor in Chief Nenad Pejic said 
earlier that Mr. Aseyev’s detention, if true, 
is “deeply alarming and lawless,” and that 
he fears the blogger’s life could be at risk. 
“We demand that he be released immedi-
ately, and that his safety be guaranteed.”

The Committee to Protect Journalists, 
H u m a n  R i g h t s  Wa t c h ,  A m n e s t y 
International, Reporters without Borders 
and the National Union of Journalists of 
Ukraine (NUJU), have expressed concerns 
over Mr. Aseyev’s whereabouts and condi-

tion, and said separatists must release him 
immediately if they are holding him.

Prior to his disappearance, Mr. Aseyev, 
who has referred to his efforts to chronicle 
daily life under conditions of war in the 
Donetsk region as “my education,” pub-
lished unflinching texts and photos about 
current news and military developments, 
and posted about shopping, entertainment 
and culture both in separatist and non-sep-
aratist controlled cities. He has also cov-
ered such issues related to the conflict as 
reactions among Donetsk residents to the 
apparent assassination in October 2016 of 
the notorious Russia-backed separatist 
commander known as “Motorola.”

RFE/RL’s Ukrainian Service, with a 
monthly average of over 4 million visits to 
its website in 2017, provides independent, 
accurate reporting about eastern Ukraine 
and Crimea on its award-winning Donbas 
Realities and Crimea Realities websites, 
and investigates government corruption on 
its internationally acclaimed TV program, 
“Schemes.”

RFE/RL is a private, independent interna-
tional news organization whose programs – 
radio, Internet, television and mobile – reach 
27 million people in 26 languages and 23 
countries, including Russia, Ukraine, Iran, 
Afghanistan, Pakistan, the republics of Central 
Asia and the Caucasus, and the Baltic states. 
It is funded by the U.S. Congress through 
the Broadcasting Board of Governors.

by Pavel Felgenhauer
Eurasia Daily Monitor

The meeting of Presidents Donald Trump 
and Vladimir Putin in Hamburg on July 7, 
during the Group of 20 summit (see Eurasia 
Daily Monitor, July 10), was awaited in 
Russia with great hopes that it would mark 
the beginning of a possible détente in the 
strained relations between Russia and the 
United States. Initially, it was hyped as a suc-
cess. Mr. Trump was quoted saying as much 
about the meeting, while Mr. Putin told the 
press, before leaving Hamburg, that he and 
his U.S. counterpart established personal 
rapport and that “the real Trump is not like 
his TV image” – he is serious and “adequate.” 

According to Mr. Putin, “If our further inter-
actions will be in the same key as yesterday’s 
talks, we will be able to rebuild, at least par-
tially, our [countries’] relationship.” Mr. Putin 
announced an agreement to establish, togeth-
er with the U.S. and Jordan, a ceasefire or “de-
escalation” zone in the south of Syria, adjacent 
to the Jordanian border and the Israeli-
controlled Golan Heights. Mr. Putin insisted he 
told Mr. Trump that Russia had not interfered 
in the 2016 U.S. presidential elections and that 
there is no evidence incriminating Moscow. 
He further announced that Mr. Trump agreed 
to form a U.S.-Russian “working group” to 
“jointly control cyber security.” This cyber 
security group, according to Mr. Putin, could 
guarantee “international legality and prevent 
foreign meddling in internal affairs” and end 
all “speculations” about alleged Russian elec-
tion meddling (Kremlin.ru, July 8).

The Russian press hailed the G-20 as a 
success for positioning Mr. Putin as a key 
world leader (Vz.ru, July 8). Data collected by 
the Kremlin-financed pollster VTsIOM shows 
that 48 percent of Russians believe the 
Trump-Putin Hamburg meeting will benefit 
Russia and will improve U.S.-Russian rela-

tions, while only 2 percent think relations 
could worsen. Some 41 percent believe bilat-
eral relations will stay the same (TASS, July 
13). The VTsIOM poll was taken on July 9-10, 
immediately after the G-20. But the initial 
optimism began to unravel soon thereafter.

Mr. Trump apparently backpedaled on 
the joint cyber security group, tweeting that, 
while the matter was discussed during his 
meeting with Mr. Putin, the U.S. leader had 
not actually agreed to it and believes it to be 
impossible. The reaction in Moscow was 
angry: Mr. Putin had already gone public 
with the agreement, and Mr. Trump’s sudden 
denial made Russia’s president look stupid. 
Russian officials doubled down in support of 
their chief. First an unnamed Foreign Affairs 
Ministry official insisted, “Trump at the 
meeting fully endorsed the creation of a 
cyber security group” (Interfax, July 10). 
Later, Foreign Affairs Minister Sergei Lavrov 
angrily rebuffed a journalist at a press con-
ference in Brussels: “There was an agree-
ment. I was there [in Hamburg], and I know 
firsthand” (Militarynews.ru, July 12).

Mr. Trump’s backtracking on the cyber 
security group is seen in Moscow as evi-
dence of him bowing to public and media 
pressure. Mr. Trump is being described as 
ether untrustworthy or, perhaps, well-
inclined toward Russia but too weak politi-
cally to be able to follow up on his word 
(Vz.ru, July 10). Moreover, the continuing 
saga of revelations about connections 
between Russia and team Trump is clearly 
unnerving the Kremlin, which has denied 
any knowledge or involvement in the meet-
ing between Donald Trump Jr. and Russian 
lawyer Natalia Veselnitskaya on June 9, 
2016, in Trump Tower in New York. Mr. 
Trump Jr. apparently believed Ms. 
Veselnitskaya possessed information 
incriminating Hillary Clinton. Both the 

Russia-backed separatists confirm
they’re holding RFE/RL contributor

Tired of Trump’s inability  
to deliver, Russia lashes out
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MH17 victims remembered three years after jet’s downing

Three years on, families of MH17 victims still seeking justice

 THIRD ANNIVERSARY OF THE DOWNING OF MALAYSIA AIRLINES FLIGHT 17

Quotable notes
Three years ago today 298 innocent civilians were killed in the downing of 

Malaysia Airlines Flight MH17. The United States again extends its deepest sympathy 
to the families and friends of the victims.

The United States will continue to support the efforts of the Joint Investigation Team 
and urges other states to cooperate fully in order to ensure those responsible are 
brought to justice. As we and the Joint Investigation Team have said, Russian-led forces 
in eastern Ukraine fired the surface-to-air BUK missile – brought into sovereign 
Ukrainian territory from Russia – that took down Flight MH17. We welcome the team’s 
recent decision to grant jurisdiction to the Dutch courts for the prosecution of those 
responsible for this tragedy. We have full confidence in the ability of the Dutch criminal 
justice system to conduct a prosecution that is comprehensive, objective and just.

– Press statement by Heather Nauert, spokesperson of the U.S. Department of State, 
delivered in Washington on July 17.

by Alan Crosby
RFE/RL

Evert van Zijtveld doesn’t want to talk 
about the 2014 plane crash in eastern 
Ukraine that took the lives of his two teen-
age children. He wants justice.

But three years after the downing of 
Malaysia Airlines Flight MH17, the bereaved 
Dutch father – who also lost his in-laws in 
the crash – is still waiting. As are the loved 
ones of all 298 passengers and crew killed 
when the Boeing 777 was shot down during 
what should have been a routine trip from 
Amsterdam to Kuala Lumpur. 

“Whoever did it should be brought to jus-
tice. That’s the only story I can share with 
anyone,” Mr. van Zijtveld told RFE/RL by 
telephone on July 13, four days before the 
third anniversary of the disaster.

MH17 took off from Amsterdam’s 
Schiphol Airport at 12:31 p.m. local time 
and headed east along its approved flight 
path. After flying over Germany and Poland, 
the plane, as planned, vectored slightly 
south into Ukrainian airspace. 

Air traffic controllers lost contact with 
the aircraft a little under two hours after 
takeoff, as it entered the airspace above ter-
ritory controlled by Russia-backed separat-
ists near the Russian frontier.

Soon afterwards, there were reports of a 
missing plane. These were followed by foot-
age of a crash site and witnesses speaking of 
dozens of bodies on the ground.

All 283 passengers – including Mr. van 
Zijtveld’s 19-year-old daughter Frederique 
and 18-year-old son Robert-Jan, who were 
on their way to Bali for a three-week holiday 
with their grandparents – were dead. None 
of the 15 crew members survived either. 

Of the victims, 189 were Dutch nationals; 
44, including the crew, were Malaysian; 27 
were Australian. There were also 12 
Indonesians, 10 Britons, four Germans, four 
Belgians, three Filipinos, and one each from 
Canada, the United States, New Zealand, 
Hong Kong and Ireland. Some of the passen-
gers on the plane were also dual citizens. 

Confusion, misinformation

As questions about what happened 
began to arise, so too did confusion, misin-

formation and accusations over why MH17 
plummeted from the sky.

A post on the Russian social media site 
VKontakte attributed to Igor Girkin, a 
Russian who was a commander of separat-
ist militants at the time, claimed responsi-
bility. The same day, the separatists denied 
involvement and the post was taken down. 

Communications intercepts made public 
later in July 2014 appeared to show sepa-
ratists discussing an aircraft they had 
downed and only afterwards realized was a 
civilian jet – not a warplane.

As the controversy swirled, grieving rel-
atives became increasingly distressed and 
angry at a lack of answers to their ques-
tions about the crash.

In October 2015, the Dutch Safety Board 
concluded the plane was brought down by 
a Russian-made rocket and outlined the 
area, largely held by the separatists, from 
which it was fired.

That was followed by a report by 
Bellingcat, a team of independent, open-
source researchers, who said it had posi-
tively identified the actual Russian Buk mis-
sile launcher as the weapon that brought 
the passenger jet’s flight to a fiery end.

And in September 2016, the Joint 
Investigation Team (JIT) that conducted the 
international investigation said it had 
determined that the Buk missile system 
had been brought into Ukraine from Russia 
shortly before MH17 was shot down and 
then quickly smuggled back to Russia after-
wards. It said the missile was fired from a 
field in separatist-held territory.

U.S-born aviation attorney Jerome 
Skinner is leading a group of 33 next-of-kin 
of victims from Australia, New Zealand and 
Malaysia who are suing Russia and its pres-
ident, Vladimir Putin, in the European 
Court of Human Rights for $330 million.

Mr. Skinner says the overwhelming evi-
dence can only lead to one conclusion.

“Do you really think that you have no 
responsibility to the families of the 80 chil-
dren on board?” Mr. Skinner asked Mr. 
Putin in an open letter on July 12. “What 
about all the others? Did you see the dolls, 
coloring books and toys among the blood 
and carnage? Did you see the photo of the 

RFE/RL

More than 2,000 relatives gathered in 
the Netherlands to unveil a memorial to 
family members who were killed when a 
passenger jet was shot down by a missile 
over conflict-torn eastern Ukraine.

Dutch King Willem-Alexander and 
Queen Maxima on July 17 attended the cer-
emony to dedicate the memorial to MH17’s 
victims in Vijfhuizen park, near Schiphol 
Airport in Amsterdam.

Family members read the names of the 
298 passengers and crew killed when the 
Malaysia Airlines jet was shot down during 
what should have been a routine flight from 
Schiphol to Kuala Lumpur on July 17, 2014. 

Most of the passengers were Dutch but 
there were people of 17 nationalities on 
board the Boeing 777, including Australians, 
Britons, Malaysians and Indonesians.

A total of 298 trees have been planted in 
the shape of a green ribbon – one for each 
of the 283 passengers and 15 crew – in 
what organizers called a “living memorial.” 
They said the trees will be surrounded by 
sunflowers, which bloom in July and will 
“radiate a golden glow” over the site.

Evert van Zijtveld, who lost his two teen-

age children in the crash, told a ceremony 
attended by relatives and friends of the vic-
tims that they “shall not give up and shall 
not be silenced until those who are respon-
sible have been brought to justice.”

“Our loved ones together went on a jour-
ney on July 17, 2014, and this memorial for-
est symbolically unites them again,” he 
added.

The plane was shot down months after 
the start of a war between Ukrainian gov-
ernment forces and Russia-backed separat-
ists who seized parts of the eastern regions 
of Donetsk and Luhansk amid unrest that 
was fomented by Moscow.

The war has killed more than 10,000 peo-
ple since April 2014, including the passengers 
and crew of MH17, which crashed in separat-
ist-held territory in the Donetsk region.

An international investigative team con-
cluded in September 2016 that the Russian-
made Buk missile system that was used to 
down the airliner had been brought into 
Ukraine from Russia shortly before it was 
shot down and then quickly smuggled back 
to Russia afterwards. It said the missile was 
fired from a field in separatist-held territory.

In a statement on July 17, European 
Union foreign policy chief Federica 

Mogherini reiterated the bloc’s “full support” 
for continuing investigations into the down-
ing of the plane, saying “it is crucial that the 
investigators can complete their work, 
independently and thoroughly.”

Despite voluminous evidence that it has 
sent troops, weapons, and other support to 
the separatists, Russia denies involvement in 
the fighting in eastern Ukraine. It has repeat-
edly sought to cast doubt on evidence of 
involvement in shooting down MH17.

“This insolent crime would not have hap-
pened if it were not for Russian aggression, 
a Russian installation and a Russian rocket 
brought from the territory of Russia,” 
Ukrainian President Petro Poroshenko said 
in a statement.

“Our responsibility before the victims as 
well as future generations is to prove to the 
aggressor and terrorist that it is impossible 
to escape liability for all the crimes it has 
committed,” he said.

In a tweet earlier in the day, Mr. 
Poroshenko said: “We bow our heads 
before the 298 innocent victims whose 
heartbeats were stopped by a Russian mis-
sile three years ago.”

About 15 relatives of victims demon-
strated on July 16 in front of the Russian 

Embassy at The Hague, protesting what 
they called attempts by Moscow to block 
investigations into the disaster.

The demonstrators set a sign in front of 
the embassy saying: “Waiting for responsi-
bility and full disclosure.” 

Australian Foreign Affairs Minister Julie 
Bishop urged Russia to cooperate with new 
initiatives to prosecute suspected perpetra-
tors. 

In an interview on July 16, Ms. Bishop urged 
Russia to comply with U.N. Security Council 
Resolution 2166, authored by Australia.

“That calls on all states to cooperate to 
ensure that those responsible for the killing 
are brought to justice,” the foreign affairs 
minister said. She said suspects may be 
tried in absentia. 

No suspects have been arrested. Dutch 
authorities have said any eventual trials 
would be held in the Netherlands.

Copyright 2017, RFE/RL Inc. Reprinted 
with the permission of Radio Free Europe/
Radio Liberty, 1201 Connecticut Ave. NW, 
Washington DC 20036; www.rferl.org (see 
https://www.rferl.org/a/mh17-amsterdam-
u k ra i n e - r u s s i a - m a l a y s i a - d i s a s te r / 
28620074.html))

hardened rebel fighter holding the soiled 
teddy bear like a prize from a carnival?” 

“My clients have waited three years, Mr. 
Putin. There is still no accountability... You 
stand as the only man who can set this 
right,” he wrote.

Despite the evidence, and so many fin-
gers pointing at Russia’s involvement in the 
crash, the Kremlin has denied involvement. 
Russia has likewise rejected accusations, 
backed by plentiful evidence, that it has sent 
weapons and troops into eastern Ukraine to 
support the separatists in a war that has 
killed more than 10,000 people – including 
the victims of MH17 – in eastern Ukraine.

Ukraine’s ambassador to the Netherlands, 
Vsevolod Chentsov, says that while the con-
ventions of the Council of Europe oblige 
Russia to provide mutual legal assistance in 
criminal matters such as the MH17 case, 
“taking into account the position of the 
Russian Federation on the issue of MH17, 
we can assume that such interaction is, to 
put it mildly, difficult.”

“Everything will depend on political will 
on the part of the Russian Federation,” he 
said, adding that “it is important to depolit-
icize the future judicial process, to avoid 
even hypothetical allegations of bias.”

Some progress

Though no suspects have been named, 
some progress is being made in the investi-
gation.

At a July 13 commemoration of the crash 
anniversary, Malaysian Transport Minister 
Datuk Seri Liow Tiong Lai told reporters 
that more than 200 people had been ques-
tioned in the case and that he expected 
charges to be laid by the end of this year – or 
early in 2018 – against at least some of the 
perpetrators.

“We also want the person who launched 
the missile to come forward and tell us what 
happened on that day,” he said. “This was a 
tragic incident and we will ensure we can 
claim justice for the family members of the 
victims.”

Headway is also being made on the legal 
front. 

On July 5, the Dutch Foreign Affairs 
Ministry said any suspects in the downing of 
MH17 will be prosecuted in a court in the 
Netherlands after an agreement was 
reached by the countries jointly investigat-
ing the crash: Australia, Belgium, Malaysia, 
Ukraine and the Netherlands.

In announcing the deal, Dutch Foreign 
Affairs Minister Bert Koenders said those 
countries will continue to cooperate on the 
prosecution and that the trial will cover all 
of the victims. 

“In this way, the JIT countries are jointly 
heeding the U.N. Security Council’s call to 
hold those responsible for this incident to 
account,” Mr. Koenders said. “We have every 

(Continued on page 14)



No. 30THE UKRAINIAN WEEKLY      SUNDAY, JULY 23, 20174

UMANA conference 2017: “Help Ukrainians help themselves”

by George Hrycelak 
and Andriy Ripecky

CHICAGO – The Ukrainian Medical 
Association of North America (UMANA) 
held its 44th Scientific Conference and 37th 
Assembly of Delegates on Wednesday 
through Saturday, June 14-18, at the Key 
Bridge Marriott Hotel in Arlington, Va. The 
theme of the biennial convention was 
“Rehabilitation and Reintegration – Helping 
Ukrainians Help Themselves.” 

The conference was dedicated to famil-
iarizing participants with Ukraine’s health 
care challenges in the face of ongoing war, 
economic instability and political reform. 
This is a time of great anxiety but also one 
of great promise and opportunity. 
Continuing hostilities in eastern Ukraine 
are inflicting debilitating military and civil-
ian casualties, raising the demand for reha-
bilitation medicine. Survivors are in need of 
services to reintegrate them back into soci-
ety as useful and productive citizens.

Bringing individual injured soldiers to 
Western medical institutions for therapy is 
an emotional, expensive and labor-intensive 
undertaking. Only a tiny group of the most 
severely injured can be treated in institu-
tions like the Walter Reed Army Medical 
Center. All experts agree that rehabilitative 
therapy works best when applied sooner 
and closer to the areas of need, closer to 
patients’ families and closer to avenues of 
long-term support. As a Ukrainian medical 
society, UMANA is closely tied to colleagues 
in Ukraine as we seek to understand the 
nature and scope of the problems they face 
so that we can offer appropriate assistance, 
while also learning from their now exten-
sive experience in caring for traumatized 
populations.

This year’s UMANA conference was 
unique in many ways. 

To ensure wide participation, non-profit 
foundations responded with generous 
grant support. Donors included the 
Ukrainian Catholic Education Foundation 
(UCEF), Kyiv Mohyla Foundation of 
America (KMFA), the Heritage Foundation 
1st Security Savings Bank, Selfreliance 
Foundation, UMANA Foundation and Yuri 
Deychakiwsky, M.D. 

Next, the conference was honored to 
welcome two distinguished guests from 
Ukraine, acting Minister of Health Ulana 
Suprun, M.D., and Vadim Sviridenko, com-
missioner of the president of Ukraine for 
rehabilitation of ATO (Anti-terrorist 
Operation) wounded veterans. 

Furthermore, the gathering was truly 
international in scope, encompassing 
speakers from the United States, Canada 
and Ukraine. For three days, a distin-
guished faculty of nearly 20 presenters 
experienced in rehabilitation and occupa-
tional medicine informed an audience of 
over 70 confreres on war trauma medicine, 
physical medicine and rehabilitation, post-
traumatic stress disorder, effects of limb 
loss on young lives and their reintegration 
into their new realities. 

Fields represented included physical 
medicine and rehabilitation (physiatry), 
neurosurgery, orthopedic trauma surgery, 
interventional radiology, public health/epi-
demiology, optometry, psychiatry, psychol-
ogy, medical anthropology, physical therapy 
and occupational therapy. Listeners also 
heard from specialists in humanitarian 
relief work and researchers in population 
response to trauma and displacement. 

Prior to the opening of the conference, 
Dr. Deychakiwsky and Andriy Ripecky, M.D., 

accompanied the visitors from Ukraine to 
Walter Reed Army Hospital, including the 
National Intrepid Center of Excellence 
where new therapies offer “Hope, Healing,  
Discovery and Learning for Traumatic 
Brain Injury and Psychological Health.”

The conference began with a welcome 
reception on Wednesday evening atop the 
Key Bridge Marriott with a direct view of 
the Embassy of Ukraine at the opposite end 
of the bridge. 

The conference was opened formally on 
Thursday morning, with greetings from the 
president of UMANA, Borys Buniak, M.D., 
and the course director, Dr. Ripecky. 

Befitting the opening of a conference of 
international scope, the first presenter, 
Luke Tomycz, M.D., a Ukrainian neurosur-
geon from Texas, spoke to the assembly 
directly from Ukraine via Skype, where he 
is helping to train young neurosurgeons. 
The transmission was flawless, and set the 
tone for the remainder of the conference. 

The day included lectures by Chrystyna 
Rakoczy, O.D., on visual dysfunction in trau-
matic brain injury, Col. (Ret.) Paul Pasquina, 
M.D., on rehabilitation of the blast-injured 
patient, Ukrainian presenter Orest Suvalo, 
M.D., on the state of mental health care in 
Ukraine, and Namrita Singh, Ph.D., on glob-
al mental health approaches to promoting 
community recovery and reintegration 
after conflict, highlighting a randomized 
controlled trial of a psychotherapy inter-
vention in Ukraine.

On Thursday evening the conference 
attendees attended a reception graciously 
hosted by Valeriy Chaly, ambassador of 
Ukraine to the U.S.A. After crossing the 
Francis Scott Key Bridge to reach the sover-
eign territory of Ukraine at the Embassy, 
confreres were greeted by Ambassador 

Chaly, Ukrainian Parliament chair Andriy 
Parubiy, and Dr. Suprun. After the welcome, 
guests were hosted to a delicious sampling 
of Ukrainian culinary creations prepared 
on-site, leading to extended social discus-
sion and networking among Embassy staff, 
guests and conference attendees.

Friday morning sessions included pre-
sentations by Seth Messinger, Ph.D., on the 
long-term effects of rehabilitative care on 
social reintegration and life in the commu-
nity, and two presenters from Ukraine, 
Viktoria Gorbunova, Ph.D., on the state of 
clinical psychology in Ukraine and Vitaly 
Klymchuk, Ph.D., on the Institute of Mental 
Health at the Ukrainian Catholic University. 
After lunch, Maj. (Ret.) Stuart Campbell, 
M.P.T., spoke on EACE global health engage-
ment; Daniel Hryhorczuk, M.D., M.P.H., 
explored health, work and environment in 
conflict zones; Natalie Zaraska, B.Sc. (OT) 
M.Sc. (Rehab), discussed bringing occupa-
tional therapy skills to Ukraine; and Steven 
Yevich, M.D., presented practical interven-
tional radiological solutions to sequelae of 
traumatic injuries.

After a busy and full day of educational 
endeavors, confreres were able to spend a 
quiet evening at the traditional UMANA 
reunion dinner. Mr. Sviridenko spoke moving-
ly of his personal struggle to recover from 
grievous injuries suffered in battle at 
Debaltsevo in the winter and of his work now 
in leading Ukraine’s efforts to develop a sys-
tem of care for injured veterans of the ATO. 

While enjoying a wonderful dinner, 
members were able to revive old friend-
ships, discuss the past two days of lectures, 
and network among young and senior 
members of the association. The group 

UMANA members and guests, many in Ukrainian “vyshyvanky” at the Ukrainian Embassy.
John Leshchuk

At the Embassy of Ukraine (from left) Ambassador 
Valeriy Chaly and Verkhovna Rada Chair Andrii 

Parubiy greet UMANA members and guests. 

Maria Hrycelak

At the UMANA conference (from left): Dr. Borys Buniak, UMANA past 
president; keynote speaker Dr. Ulana Suprun, Ukraine’s acting minister 
of health; and Vadim Sviridenko, commissioner of the president of 

Ukraine for rehabilitation of ATO veterans.
New officers of UMANA (from left): Dr. Andriy Ripecky, president; Dr. Peter Lenchur, president-

elect; Dr. Leo Wolansky, vice-president; and Dr. Liza Pilch, treasurer.

Maria Hrycelak

Maria Hrycelak

(Continued on page 5)



5THE UKRAINIAN WEEKLY      SUNDAY, JULY 23, 2017No. 30

 ANNUITIES ANNUITIES ANNUITIES

Contact us:  
888-538-2833

 ANNUITIES ANNUITIES ANNUITIES ANNUITIES ANNUITIES ANNUITIES
PREMIER NINE*  

ALSO AVAILABLE:
SELECT SEVEN – 3.5%*
STARTER FIVE – 3.0%*

2200 Route 10, Parsippany, NJ 07054 
General Information: 800-253-9862 • Fax: 973-292-0900
www.UkrainianNationalAssociation.org 
facebook.com/UkrainianNationalAssociation

Contact us:  
888-538-2833

SELECT SEVEN – 3.5%*SELECT SEVEN – 3.5%*SELECT SEVEN – 3.5%*
STARTER FIVE – 3.0%*STARTER FIVE – 3.0%*STARTER FIVE – 3.0%*

Ukrainian National Association, Inc.

*  First year rate.  Second Year Rate – 3.0%.
   All annuity rates are subject to change.  Not available in all states.

broke out in spontaneous sessions of 
Ukrainian songs, and had to be gently 
urged to leave late in the evening to make 
room for the next day set-up crew.

Saturday, the final day of scientific ses-
sions, began with George Jaskiw, M.D., 
reviewing post-traumatic stress disorder, 
from neurobiology to rehabilitation; fol-
lowed by Oksana Buniak, P.T., D.P.T., LSVT, on 
assisting a change in the regulation of physi-
cal therapy practice in Ukraine; Vassyl 
Lonchyna, M.D., on the ripple effect on reha-
bilitation medicine in Ukraine; and Roman 
Hayda, M.D., discussing the complex extrem-
ity war injury and the lessons shared in the 
care of US combatants; and concluding with 
an overview by Laryssa Kyj, Ph.D., of proj-
ects supporting health care in Ukraine as 
executed by the non-profit United Ukrainian 
American Relief Committee.

Saturday afternoon was dedicated to a 
bus tour of “Ukrainian” Washington, with 
stops at the usual landmarks, including the 
Taras Shevchenko statue and the recently 
installed Holodomor Memorial.

The conference concluded on Saturday 
evening with the keynote address and 
awards banquet. Dr. Suprun spoke with 
great passion of her commitment to funda-
mentally transform Ukraine’s health care 
system, focusing on all aspects, including 
training, clinical care, research and financing. 

Dr. Suprun received a recognition award 
for her exemplary work in helping 
Ukraine’s evolving health system, and Dr. 
Buniak was awarded recognition for his 
two years of service to UMANA as the presi-
dent of the association.

During the cocktail hour preceding the 

awards banquet, numerous U.S.-based 
humanitarian organizations that target 
health care in Ukraine were able to show-
case their projects for all attendees. 
Participating were: United Ukrainian 
American Relief Committee (uuarc.org; 
215-728-1630); United Help Ukraine (unit-
edhelpukraine.org); Revived Soldiers 
Ukraine (rsukraine.org); Razom, sponsor of 
the Co-Pilot Project, focusing on neurosur-
gery practice in Ukraine (razomforukraine.
org);  Kyiv-Mohyla Foundation, supporting 
Kyiv-Mohyla University and its rehabilita-
tion program (kmfoundation.org); 
Ukrainian Catholic Educational Foundation, 
supporting the rehabilitation and mental 
health program at the Ukrainian Catholic 
University (ucef.org); Fulbright Program in 

Ukraine (fulbright.org.ua/en/); Andrey 
Sheptytsky Hospital Charities (www.ua-
r e g i o n . c o m / 2 2 3 4 8 9 4 8 ) ;  U M A N A 
Foundation (umana.org/foundation.php); 
and World Federation of Ukrainian Medical 
Associations.

All these groups and organizations wel-
come the active, hands on participation of 
volunteers and donations. (UMANA advises 
that groups not listed above are invited to 
let the association know of their activity so 
their work also can be highlighted.)

The 37th Assembly of Delegates was 
held concurrently on Saturday afternoon, 
conducting the biennial business meeting 
of UMANA. The association’s financial 
affairs and budget were reviewed and con-
firmed, and reports of all committees were 

presented. Elections of new officers for the 
upcoming two years were held with the fol-
lowing results: Dr. Ripecky, president; Dr. 
Leo Wolansky, vice-president; Dr. Peter 
Lenchur, president-elect; Dr. Buniak, imme-
diate past-president; Ms. Lida Wozny, sec-
retary; Dr. Liza Pilch, treasurer; and Dr. 
Andrew Dzul, chapter representative.

Despite the range of disciplines and top-
ics, several points and themes emerged 
across speakers’ presentations during the 
UMANA conference. 

•  While the problems faced are numer-
ous, all conveyed a notable sense of opti-
mism for the future.

•  Assistance is very much valued and 
appreciated when offered as a collegial, col-
laborative effort.

•  Training across many disciplines is 
needed and welcomed.

•  Collaboration among disciplines was 
repeatedly emphasized as key by present-
ers, whether speaking of neurosurgery or 
psychotherapy.

•  Technology is good but less vital than 
the systematic application of effective but 
less costly and more available treatments 
or devices, such as simple, well-designed 
and locally produced prostheses.

•  For psychological trauma affecting 
large numbers of people, treatment by 
trained, low-level providers such as coun-
selors or bachelor’s level staff has shown 
great promise.

•  In dealing with disability, resetting 
expectations across society will be vital. 
Whether referring to physical or psycholog-
ical disability, an emphasis on recovery and 
restoration of function will need to be 
introduced to elevate Ukraine’s health care 
practice to world standards.

Further information about the confer-
ence can be found at www.umana.org.

(Continued from page 4)

UMANA...

Conference attendees from Ukraine visit the Walter Reed Army Hospital 
Rehabilitation Centers. 

John Leshchuk

But President Poroshenko suggested the 
initiative was part of a Russian effort to 
break Ukraine into pieces and said it would 
not succeed.

“From the beginning of the military 
aggression against my nation, the Russian 
Federation’s goal has been to divide Ukraine 
into parts,” Mr. Poroshenko said during a visit 
to Tbilisi.

He said that the “Novorossiya project” had 
“completely failed.”

The Ukrainian president said that Mr. 
Zakharchenko and Luhansk separatist leader 
Igor Plotnitsky are “not political figures, but a 
puppet show that transmits messages 
received from Russia.”

Mr. Plotnitsky’s press service, meanwhile, 
said the Luhansk leadership had not even 
been invited to discuss the new initiative and 
that they support the Minsk peace process, in 
which Western governments are still pushing 
for an end to the war in eastern Ukraine.

Another leader of the separatists in 
Luhansk, Vladimir Degtyarenko, said that “at 
the moment the expediency of such a step 
raises big doubts.” 

Yevhen Marchuk, a representative of Kyiv 
in talks involving Ukraine, Russia and the 
Organization for Security and Cooperation in 
Europe, said the announcement by the 
Donetsk separatists could scuttle a meeting 
scheduled to be held in Minsk on July 19. 
[Editor’s note: The meeting did take place.]

And Igor Girkin, a Russian who was once a 
senior commander of the separatist forces in 
eastern Ukraine and also uses the name Igor 
Strelkov, told the Russian newspaper 
Kommersant that the plan to create 
Malorossiya was “stillborn.”

With reporting by Current Time TV, 
RFE/RL’s Ukrainian Service, UNIAN, 112.
Ukraina, TASS and Interfax.

U.S., OSCE and Russian envoy  
dismiss ‘Malorossiya’ declaration 

The U.S. State Department, Russia’s 
envoy to Ukrainian peace talks, and the 
Organization for Cooperation and Security 
in Europe all voiced concern about the dec-
laration of “Malorossiya” in Ukraine by 
Russia-backed separatists on July 18.

U.S. State Department spokeswoman 
Heather Nauert called the announcement 
by Donetsk separatists that they would cre-
ated a new state called Malorossiya an “area 
of concern to us.” But “beyond that, I don’t 
want to dignify it with a response,” she said.

“I am concerned about the provocative 
rhetoric we heard from Donetsk,” said 
Austrian Foreign Minister Sebastian Kurz, 
the OSCE’s current chair.

Mr. Kurz warned all sides against “con-
frontational statements or actions jeopar-
dizing” the Minsk peace agreement and 
“challenging the sovereignty and territorial 
integrity of Ukraine.”

The Minsk agreement is a shaky truce 
deal which is currently being monitored by 
OSCE observers and which has never been 
fully implemented. More than 10,000 peo-
ple have been killed in the conflict in east-
ern Ukraine since 2014.

Boris Gryzlov, Moscow’s chief negotiator 
on Ukraine, also said “this initiative doesn’t 
fit into the Minsk process. I take it merely 
as an invitation for discussion. This state-
ment has no legal consequences.”

Russia’s ambassador to the OSCE also 
dismissed Donetsk separatist leader 
Aleksandr Zakharchenko’s proclamation of 
a new state, saying his remarks were 
“incompatible with the parties’ commit-
ments” under the Minsk accords.

The initiative “can hardly been seen as 
real policy related to real political affairs,” 
Ru s s i a n  O S C E  e nvoy  A l e k s a n d r 
Lukashevich said. 

RFE/RL, based on reporting by AP, DPA, 
TASS and Interfax.

(Continued from page 1)
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It’s been three years since a passenger airliner was shot out of the sky over the 
beautiful fields of Ukraine in a war zone created by Russian and Russian-backed 
forces. On July 17, 2014, a terrorist act – plain and simple – was committed when 
Malaysia Airlines Flight 17 (MH17) was downed and all 298 passengers and crew 
were killed. The victims hailed from 17 countries – 189 of them from the 
Netherlands. 

A year later, we saw newly released video footage of “separatists” sifting 
through the wreckage of the Boeing 777, realizing that this was a civilian aircraft, 
and then callously going through the belongings of the dead. It was a scene that 
Australia’s Foreign Minister Julie Bishop said was “sickening to watch.”

Three years after the downing, the world is closer to knowing not only what 
happened, but also how it happened and who was responsible. Reports by inves-
tigators have said that Russian-led forces fired a Russian-supplied Buk anti-air-
craft missile from territory controlled by “separatist” forces. The Joint 
Investigation Team (JIT) determined that the Buk had been brought into Ukraine 
from Russia shortly before MH17 was shot down and then smuggled back into 
Russia. The investigative reporting group Bellingcat reported the Buk system’s 
movements in detail.

All along, Russia has denied it played any role, has obfuscated, offered alter-
nate theories (e.g., a Ukrainian fighter jet shot down the plane) and presented 
faked “evidence,” and pointed the finger at Ukraine, saying that the country on 
whose territory the downing occurred bears responsibility. Russia and its proxies 
compromised the crime scene, tampered with evidence and denied investigators 
access. Moscow questioned the impartiality of the Dutch-led investigation, vetoed 
a U.N. Security Council resolution about a probe of the shootdown and opposed 
the idea of an international tribunal to prosecute those responsible. It continues 
to engage in disinformation.

Recently the JIT, which includes Australia, Belgium, Malaysia, Ukraine and the 
Netherlands, unanimously granted jurisdiction for the prosecution of those 
responsible for MH17’s downing to the Dutch courts. Dutch Foreign Minister Bert 
Koenders commented: “In this way, the JIT countries are jointly heeding the U.N. 
Security Council’s call to hold those responsible for this incident to account.” And 
Australian Foreign Minister Bishop urged Russia to comply with U.N. Security 
Council Resolution 2166, authored by her country, which “calls on all states to 
cooperate to ensure that those responsible for the killing are brought to justice.” 

As the third anniversary of the MH17 shootdown is marked around the globe,  
we mourn the dead and pray for their repose. We stand with the people of 
Ukraine, who, as President Petro Poroshenko noted, “took this catastrophe as a 
personal tragedy.” And we echo the words of Foreign Affairs Minister Pavlo 
Klimkin in seeking the truth and justice. Those who killed 298 innocent people, 
all those who were responsible in any way, must pay the consequences. 

The Ukrainian Weekly

Russia’s decision two years ago, on July 29, 2015, to veto a 
United Nations resolution that would create an international tri-
bunal regarding the downing of Malaysia Airlines Flight 17 over 
eastern Ukraine on July 17, 2014, drew sharp criticism from 11 
out of the 15 U.N. Security Council members who backed the res-
olution. 

Supporters of the resolution were three of the five permanent members of the UNSC: 
France, the United Kingdom, the United States; and eight of the 10 non-permanent mem-
bers: Chad, Chile, Jordan, Lithuania, Malaysia, New Zealand, Nigeria and Spain. The 
remaining three members, Angola, China and Venezuela, abstained. 

The tribunal would have been tasked with investigating and trying those responsible for 
firing the missile that caused the Boeing 777 to crash on Russia-occupied territory of east-
ern Ukraine. The proposal was backed by Malaysia, Australia, the Netherlands and Ukraine. 

Dutch Prime Minister Mark Rutte said that Russia had “failed to stand up and be count-
ed in the quest for international justice,” noting that Russia’s veto was “exceptionally dis-
appointing” but “not surprising.” He added that countries involved in a Dutch-led investi-
gation would now focus on other legal options “at both the international and national 
level… supported by a broad international coalition” because “the perpetrators… must not 
be allowed to escape punishment.”

Australian Prime Minister Tony Abbot called Russia’s veto “outrageous,” noting “…
Russia has shown complete disregard for the families’ right to know who was responsible 
and to see these criminals face justice.” 

The majority of the 298 victims were Dutch, while nearly 40 people were Australian cit-
izens or residents.

U.S. Ambassador Samantha Power said Russia’s veto “callously disregarded the public 
outcry in the grieving nations,” and told the council, “no veto will stand in the way of this 
heinous crime being investigated and prosecuted.”

Moscow accused Kyiv of shooting down the airliner, but justified its veto by saying it 
was denied access to the crash site that was under the control of the pro-Russia forces.

Russia had proposed its own resolution that asked for a greater U.N. role in an investi-
gation into what caused the downing of MH17 but stopped short of a call for a tribunal. 
Ambassador Vitaly Churkin reminded the Security Council that international tribunals in 
the past were “expensive.”

Source: “Russia’s veto of U.N. resolution on MH17 tribunal is condemned,” Radio Free 
Europe/Radio Liberty, The Ukrainian Weekly, August 2, 2015.
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Turning the pages back...

by Paul Goble

Westerners carefully distinguish 
between Russians and the Russian state, 
showing sympathy to the former and con-
cern about the behavior of the latter, the 
kind of distinction even Stalin made 
between the Nazis and the German people 
but one the Putin regime does not, instead 
exploiting the basest nationalistic feelings, 
Vladislav Inozemtsev says. 

In an RBC commentary, the Moscow 
economist and analyst writes that the 
Russian government is “teaching Russians 
to be afraid of the surrounding world and, 
therefore, politicians in Moscow tell tales 
about how people in this world hate 
Russians” (rbc.ru/opinions/politics/28/06
/2017/59539f189a7947230ea53eb7).

 “In my view,” Mr. Inozemtsev says, “such 
rhetoric discredits the Russian political 
class by demonstrating both the low level 

of understanding of what is taking place 
today in the world and a general inadequa-
cy of the [Russian] political elite, which is 
living in a reality invented by itself” rather 
than in real reality.

Everyone must remember, he continues, 
that “the term ‘Russophobia’ refers precise-
ly to Russians… and not to the Russian 
state.” But the Kremlin wants to conflate 
the two in order to force Russians to think 
that the West opposes them and not just 
the policies of Vladimir Putin and his 
entourage.

Any Russians who have travelled or lived 
abroad can confirm that ordinary people in 
the West are not hostile to the Russian peo-
ple. Indeed, many of them are extremely 
sympathetic. What they are hostile to is the 
aggressive actions and statements of Mr. 
Putin and his team – moves that they quite 
reasonably see as a threat to the world and 
“are beginning to fear.”

The distance between these two views, 
about the Russian state and the Russian 
people, is great. But many Russians do not 
distinguish between the rulers and the 
ruled – a failure that helps the Kremlin 
keep them in line and supporting whatever 
the leadership chooses to do, regardless of 
how outrageous.

By talking about Russophobia in the 
West, Mr. Inozemtsev argues, “the Russian 
authorities are appealing to the lowest 

Kremlin talks about Russophobia in West
to force Russians to unite behind Putin

Accountability for MH17

 WINDOW ON EURASIA

 THE DOWNING OF MH17

Paul Goble is a long-time specialist on 
ethnic and religious questions in Eurasia 
who has served in various capacities in the 
U.S. State Department, the Central 
Intelligence Agency and the International 
Broadcasting Bureau, as well as at the Voice 
of America and Radio Free Europe/Radio 
Liberty and the Carnegie Endowment for 
International Peace. The article above is 
reprinted with permission from his blog 
called “Window on Eurasia” (http://windo-
woneurasia2.blogspot.com/). (Continued on page 14)

The following statement by Pavlo 
Klimkin, Ukraine’s minister of foreign affairs, 
was released by the Embassy of Ukraine in 
the U.S. on July 18.

Three years ago, a world becoming 
accustomed to the most despicable terror-
ist outrages was shocked and stunned 
when 298 passengers and crew members 
of the Malaysia Airlines Flight MH17 were 
blasted out of the skies over Ukraine.

For many around the world, it brought 
the Russian-fomented war in the Donbas to 
their attention for the first time.

Even for Ukrainians, including those fac-
ing death in the Donbas, it was impossible to 
believe that terrorists had the ability to hit 
the civilian aircraft 11,000 meters above the 
ground. Even with all the support Russia 
was known to be providing, it was simply 
not credible or believable in any way.

Can economic and political sanctions or 
awards in criminal cases compensate the 
grief of so many who lost their loved ones? 
No, I am afraid it cannot. But the Ukrainian 
government has made a pledge – and we 
are determined to do everything in our 
power to unveil the truth and bring those 
responsible for this mass murder to justice. 

And if we do not, those for whom human 
lives mean little more than a number or a 
statistic will continue in their homicidal 
ways. The path of truth can be both narrow 
and difficult. It is taking time and determi-
nation to travel. But once set in motion, the 
wheels of justice grind inexorably – we will 
reach our goal.

Two investigations have been carried 
out into this case. The first was a technical 

investigation led by the Dutch Safety Board. 
The second was a criminal investigation 
conducted by the Joint Investigation Team 
(JIT), made up of prosecutors from Ukraine, 
the Netherlands, Australia, Belgium and 
Malaysia. According to both investigations, 
the aircraft was downed by a Buk missile. 
And that Buk missile was launched from 
territory controlled by Russia-backed ter-
rorists. Furthermore, the same Buk missile 
was brought from Russia, and after the 
attack its launcher was delivered back to 
Russia.

But we are only halfway to our ultimate 
objective. We want to know who pushed 
the button, who gave the order and what 
was the ultimate chain of command. In 
short the world needs to know, and the 
families of the 298 who were slain need to 
know, who was ultimately responsible for 
the murder of their loved ones.

The five countries making up the Joint 
Investigation Team have now decided to 
prosecute those responsible for the down-
ing of MH17. This will be done within the 
Dutch judicial system and, as the process 
begins, we count on the support of all 
nations and people of good will.

The threshold of proof is high, and the 
trial must be objective and the verdict 
internationally recognized. Those who 
would foment wars in sovereign countries 
by supporting and funding terrorists, and 
sending others to kill must be exposed for 
what they are and held to account. No less 
than the core values of our rules-based 
world order, for which the likes of the 
Russian Federation show so much con-
tempt, depend on this happening.

Statement of Ukraine’s foreign minister 
on third anniversary of airliner’s downing
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Canada turned 150 on July 1. From “a few 
acres of snow” it has been transformed into 
one of the world’s most prosperous coun-
tries, consistently ranking in the top 10 hap-
piest places to live. It is also a global leader in 
human rights and multiculturalism. 

Canadians of Ukrainian descent were 
instrumental in developing both concepts. 
Walter Tarnopolsky led the articulation of 
human rights and civil liberties domestical-
ly and internationally. In his honor, the 
Walter Tarnopolsky International Jurist 
Award is given to distinguished contribu-
tors for work in these areas. 

In his maiden Senate speech another 
Ukrainian Canadian formulated the notion 
of Canada’s multicultural reality. Sen. Paul 
Yuzyk is viewed as the father of multicultur-
alism. Furthermore, in a dissenting report of 
the Royal Commission on Bilingualism and 
Biculturalism (1966), member Dr. Jaroslav 
Rudnyckyj argued against biculturalism. He 
called for the recognition of Canada’s multi-
cultural reality rather than the enshrine-
ment of Anglo-Celtic and French cultures at 
the expense of all others. 

Canada’s multicultural legislation and its 
Charter of Rights and Freedoms reflect the 
work of these notable individuals. 

Other far-reaching contributions include 
the pioneering work in cancer detection by 
Dr. Sylvia Fedoruk – later the lieutenant gov-

ernor of Saskatchewan – and Dr. Roberta 
Bondar, Canada’s first female astronaut. 

Therefore, it is surprising that the con-
tributions of Canadians of Ukrainian 
descent – pioneers since 1887 and devel-
opers of western Canada – have received 
little recognition to date in this historic 
year. Is the Ukrainian connection being 
white washed?

Perhaps a partial answer lies here. The 
highlight of Canada’s 150 birthday party in 
Ottawa was the naming of two new astro-
nauts: Jennifer Sidey and Joshua Kutryk.

Ms. Sidey said she was inspired by Dr. 
Bondar. Her forebears arrived from Ukraine 
at the turn of the 20th century. Mr. Kutryk 
has a distinct Ukrainian surname and hails 
from Alberta, the heart of Ukrainian Canada. 

Yet there was no linking of these excep-
tional Canadians to their roots. Despite this 
omission, there was much praise for 
Canada’s diversity at the celebrations on 
Parliament Hill. Prince Charles said it made 
Canada a wonderful country; Prime 
Minister Justin Trudeau celebrated it: 
Diversity is Canada’s answer to dealing with 
hardship and discrimination. 

It was not always so. 
Ukrainians were among the first non-

Anglo-Celtic or French minorities to arrive 
here. Being first is tough. Hardship and dis-
crimination were as brutal then as they are 
today in the most unfortunate countries. 

Anyone following Russia’s war against 
Ukraine in the Donbas has probably heard of 
the Organization for Security and 
Cooperation in Europe (OSCE) and its Special 
Monitoring Mission (SMM). The OSCE SMM 
is an unarmed, civilian mission now number-
ing around 900 monitors and staff whose 
main task is to observe and report on the sit-
uation in Ukraine and facilitate dialogue 
between all parties to the conflict. 

Their task is not an easy one, especially 
given the profound failure by Russia and its 
separatist proxies to implement their Minsk 
agreement obligations, which as first steps 
include a ceasefire, withdrawal of heavy 
weapons and allowing access by the OSCE to 
all of the occupied territories up to the inter-
national border with Russia. OSCE SMM mon-
itors have been intimidated, harassed and 
physically attacked by the so-called “Russian-
separatist” forces. In April, American 
Joseph Stone became the first member of 
the SMM to be killed in the line of duty 
while on patrol in the occupied territories. 

So what is this entity called the OSCE? 
What are its origins? How has it been 
involved with Ukraine? What has been the 
U.S. role?

The OSCE is by no means new to 
Ukraine. Ukraine’s history for more than 
four decades has been intertwined with the 
OSCE and its predecessor, the Conference 
on Security and Cooperation in Europe 
(CSCE), collectively referred to as the 
Helsinki process. This process was 
launched by the Helsinki Final Act (also 
known as the Helsinki Accords), the mile-
stone agreement signed on August 1, 1975, 
by 35 countries, including the United States 
and Soviet Union. 

A critical vehicle for advancing freedom, 
human rights and democracy, the Helsinki 
process played an essential role in the dis-
solution of the Soviet Union and restora-
tion of Ukraine’s independence. There is a 
long history of American engagement in 
the Helsinki process with respect to 
Ukraine, and it remains a key component of 
U.S. policy towards Ukraine – especially in 
the aftermath of Russia’s invasion. 

There is a strong link between the 
Helsinki process and Ukraine’s indepen-
dence. Following the signing of the Helsinki 
Final Act ,  the Ukrainian Helsinki 
Monitoring Group used the act’s human 
rights standards to press the Soviet govern-
ment to live up to its freely undertaken 
commitments. Similar groups were formed 
in other Soviet republics and Warsaw Pact 
countries. For their efforts, members of 
these groups were repressed, imprisoned 
or exiled. The Ukrainian group, which 
emphasized not only human rights but self-
determination, came under especially 
harsh treatment from Moscow. The mem-
bers of the Ukrainian group suffered tre-
mendously for their courage and commit-
ment to the ideals of Helsinki, and some 
sacrificed their lives, perishing in Soviet 
prison camps in the mid-1980s. 

Despite these repressions, the members 
of the Ukrainian Helsinki Group laid the 
groundwork for Ukraine’s independence. 
With the advent of Mikhail Gorbachev’s glas-
nost and perestroika in the late 1980s, for-
merly imprisoned veterans of the Helsinki 
movement, such as Vyacheslav Chornovil 
and the Horyn brothers, became leading 
members first of the Ukrainian Helsinki 
Union, then of the popular movement Rukh. 

And there can be no question that the main 
force in forging an independent Ukraine 
committed to democracy was Rukh.

Since independence, Ukraine has played 
an active role in the OSCE and even held the 
OSCE chairmanship in 2013. The stated 
goals of the Ukrainian state – democracy, 
respect for human rights, protection of 
national minorities – go hand in hand with 
the principles of the Helsinki Accords and 
subsequent OSCE agreements. OSCE institu-
tions have been involved in Ukraine since 
independence, including an OSCE Mission 
to Ukraine and, afterwards, a field office – 
the OSCE Project Coordinator’s Office – that 
continues its work to this day. OSCE-led 
election missions have observed and 
reported on every Ukrainian presidential 
and parliamentary election since 1994, and 
their authoritative and objective conclu-
sions helped shape events – a case in point 
being the fraudulent 2004 presidential elec-
tions that sparked the Orange Revolution.

A vital aspect of the Helsinki process has 
been Western – and especially American – 
support for Helsinki principles and willing-
ness to raise pervasive violations of these 
principles by recalcitrant countries, be it 
the Soviet Union in the past or Russia 
today. A vital role has been played for more 
than 40 years by the Helsinki Commission, 
a U.S. government agency composed most-
ly of members of Congress but with an 
executive branch component. 

Working closely with Ukrainian American 
and other Ukrainian organizations in the 
free world, it was the Helsinki Commission, 
whose mandate is to monitor and encourage 
compliance by OSCE countries with their 
OSCE commitments, that helped to ensure 
that Ukraine’s plight under Soviet rule was 
not forgotten prior to its appearance on the 
map as an independent state. 

Now numbering 57 countries, the OSCE 
continues to be  involved in Ukraine, and 
that involvement – and Washington’s active 
support of this involvement – has become 
more pronounced since 2014. With its 
invasion of Crimea and continuing armed 
intervention in the Donbas, Russia violates 
each and every one of the 10 core OSCE 
principles enshrined in the Helsinki Final 
Act, including territorial integrity, sover-
eignty and inviolability of borders. 

Each week in Vienna at the Permanent 
Council sessions of the OSCE, the U.S. Mission 
to the OSCE delivers factual, detailed, tough 
statements on Russia’s ongoing aggression 
in Ukraine, representing the official views 
of the U.S. government. By exposing viola-
tions, of which the preponderance come 
from the Russian side, these statements 
counter the false equivalence narrative that 
both sides are to blame equally.

The Helsinki Commission also has been 
active, condemning and shining the light on 
Russian abuses in Crimea and the Donbas 
and actively promoting a tough interna-
tional stance to hold Russia accountable for 
its contemptible behavior. Key commis-
sioners such as Sen. Ben Cardin (D.-Md.), for 
example, have taken the lead in Congress on 
sanctions legislation and in providing politi-
cal, financial and military assistance for 
Ukraine. Commissioners have also been 
active in the OSCE Parliamentary Assembly, 
where Russia’s war against Ukraine has 
been a priority issue. 

Celebrating Canada’s 150th birthday:
Ukrainian Canadians deserve thanks

Th e OSCE, Ukraine and the U.S.:
Linked for more than four decades

From a Canadian Angle
by Oksana Bashuk Hepburn

Oksana Bashuk Hepburn may be con-
tacted at oksanabh@sympatico.ca.

(Continued on page 8)

The Ukrainian World Congress is proud 
to be celebrating its 50th anniversary in 
2017, marking five decades of being the 
voice of the Ukrainian people within the 
international community.

In 1967, the Congress of Freedom united 
Ukrainians from 17 countries into a power-
ful voice of resistance to the totalitarian 
regime of the Soviet Union and created the 
World Congress of Free Ukrainians 
(WCFU). Following the proclamation of 
Ukraine’s independence in 1991, the WCFU 
was renamed the Ukrainian World 
Congress (UWC).

The UWC’s objectives have always been 
clear. In 1967 it was the renewal of an inde-
pendent Ukrainian state. In 2017 it is the 
continued development of a democratic 
and prospering state. Concurrently the 
UWC actively promotes the rights and 
interests of all Ukrainians wherever they 
may live.

Throughout its 50-year history, the 
UWC’s mission has always been guided by 
the aspirations of the Ukrainian people.

During the Cold War, the UWC actively 
stood in defense of the human and national 
rights of the Ukrainian people and engaged 
the cooperation of international human 
rights organizations.

During the Orange Revolution, the UWC 
and its member organizations deployed 
over 2,500 international observers to 

Ukraine to monitor the elections.
During the Euro-Maidan, which became 

the Revolution of Dignity, the UWC and its 
network mobilized the international com-
munity to condemn the disregard for the 
fundamental human rights of the Ukrainian 
people. 

During the ongoing hybrid war of the 
Russian Federation against Ukraine, the 
UWC has engaged the international com-
munity, including the United Nations, the 
European Union, NATO, the Organization 
for Security and Cooperation in Europe 
(OSCE) and the Council of Europe, in taking 
concrete action to support Ukraine, includ-
ing sanctions against the Russian aggressor 
in response to the violations of the territo-
rial integrity of Ukraine and humanitarian 
aid for the countless victims of this hybrid 
war. In 2017, the UWC opened a Mission to 
International Organizations in Brussels to 
further build and strengthen these rela-
tions.

Despite the challenges, a new Ukraine is 
evolving as it moves forward toward the 
European community.

Today, the UWC unites a network of 
Ukrainian communities in 53 countries 
with a common vision and speaks on behalf 
of 20 million Ukrainians around the world 
who work with unwavering belief in the 

Celebrating 50 years in support 
of Ukraine and the Ukrainian diaspora

UKRAINIAN WORLD CONGRESS APPEAL

(Continued on page 14)

(Continued on page 14)
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Sources of anti-(Ukrainian) nationalism and what must be done to counter it
by Taras Kuzio

At the launch of my book “Putin’s War 
Against Ukraine” in Parliament organized 
by Hanna Hopko, head of the Committee on 
Foreign Affairs, a German student asked 
about anti-Semitism in Ukraine. The ques-
tion had nothing to do with my book but 
reflected the Western view of a Ukraine 
where anti-Semitism thrives. I replied that 
she should be looking for anti-Semitism in 
Germany and France, as these countries 
have the highest rates in Europe with 
attacks often committed by Muslim immi-
grants. Monitoring of anti-Semitic media 
articles and violent acts shows Ukraine to 
have one of the lowest rates in Europe. 

There are four reasons why Ukraine has 
this image. 

The first is decades of Soviet and 
Putinist propaganda against “bourgeois 
nationalists,” “Nazi collaborators” and more 
recently “fascist putschists.” Soviet propa-
ganda and Vladimir Putin’s information 
warfare has influence among Western 
Russophiles, left-wing academics and jour-
nalists and far left politicians.

The second is the fault of Ukraine whose 
government and diplomats have always been 
weak on PR. Official Ukrainian attempts at 
countering Mr. Putin’s information warfare 
are weak – as I saw when I was interviewed 
by a journalist at the new English-language 
television channel. The channel’s salary of 

only $1,000 per month will never attract 
talented journalists from the West. 

Another aspect of this is the weak inte-
gration of Ukrainian academics with 
Western academic studies. This is not sur-
prising, as few Ukrainian academics speak 
English, only a handful of Ukrainian univer-
sities subscribe to Western journals, while 
even fewer attend academic conferences in 
the West. Ukrainian academics, therefore, 
do not engage in discussions with Western 
academics and rarely challenge these anti-
(Ukrainian) nationalist revisionists. 

The third factor is the Ukrainian diaspora, 
which has never invested in contemporary 
Ukrainian politics. “Ukrainian studies” 
emerged in the United States and Canada in 
the 1970s at Harvard University and the 
University of Alberta and has remained the 
same to this day, focusing on history, culture 
and language. History research is very nar-
rowly focused on the Kozak era, and espe-
cially the Holodomor, to the exclusion of 
research and writing on Ukrainian national-
ism. The Organization of Ukrainian 
Nationalists (Bandera faction), the diaspora’s 
biggest nationalist organization, has never 
had an interest in investing in academic stud-
ies and has never supported a program of 
research on Ukrainian nationalism. 

Ukrainians in Ukraine and the diaspora 
continually complain about Mr. Putin’s 
information warfare and these attacks on 
Ukrainian nationalism, and yet do little to 
counter them. In North America, none of 
the long-established centers of Ukrainian 
studies have an ongoing program of 
research on Ukrainian nationalism. There 
are only two exceptions in the Ukrainian 
diaspora – Alexander Motyl and Myroslaw 
Shkandrij – who have written about 
Ukrainian nationalism in an objective man-
ner, but they never become involved in 

 COMMENTARY

polemical debates and the latter, as is com-
mon with Ukrainian studies scholars, is not 
active on social media. 

Far more Western academics who are 
writing about Ukrainian nationalism do so 
from a highly critical viewpoint; they 
include John Paul Himka, Marco Carynnyk, 
Andreas Umland, Anton Shekhovtsov, 
Anders Per Rudling, Tarik Amar and 
Grzegorz Rossolinski-Liebe. More recently, 
there has been a steady flow of articles by 
Josh Cohen attacking “Ukrainian fascists” 
and “anti-Semitism” in Ukraine.

Ivan Katchanovski at the University of 
Ottawa has made a lifelong career of attack-
ing “Ukrainian nationalism” and takes this 
one step further by spreading the myth, pop-
ular in Putinist propaganda, that the Right 
Sector murdered the Euro-Maidan protest-
ers (not the regime’s Berkut riot police). 
When he said this at the University of Alberta 
he was accused of having a political agenda.

The fourth factor is how experts who have 
long attacked Ukrainian nationalism are given 
respectability in institutions in Ukraine. A 
case in point is Dr. Umland, who is a research 
fellow at the Institute on Euro-Atlantic 
Cooperation in Kyiv headed by Batkivshchyna 
deputy and former Foreign Affairs Minister 
Borys Tarasyuk. Providing Dr. Umland with a 
position at a respectable think tank allows 
him to continue his long-term attacks on 
Ukrainian nationalism, the Institute of 
National Memory, Volodymyr Viatrovych 
and the de-communization laws in Western 
publications and at Western conferences.

Throughout the period up to the Euro-
Maidan, these Western “experts on 
Ukrainian nationalism” wrote and gave talks 
about how the main threat to Ukrainian 
democracy came from western Ukrainian 
nationalism and Svoboda. 

 I was one of the few who challenged this 
by arguing that far right nationalist parties 
were unpopular in Ukraine and countered 
by saying that Viktor Yanukovych and the 
Party of Regions were the biggest threat to 
Ukraine’s democracy. It is indeed ironic 
that the finger was pointed at Halychyna, 
when xenophobia and racism have always 
been more prevalent in the Crimea, which 
any Tatar will tell you is correct.

During Viktor Yanukovych’s presidency, 
these Western “experts” influenced 
Western opinion in numerous media and 
academic articles about Ukraine through 
their exaggeration of the threat from 
Svoboda and Ukrainian nationalism. I 
remember advising Western Ph.D. students 
that the alleged threat from Ukrainian 
nationalism had nothing to do with reality 

and was not worthwhile to research 
because it was a non-issue for Ukraine.

The peak of these attacks on Ukrainian 
nationalism came in April 2013, ironically 
only eight months before the Euro-Maidan 
and less than a year before Mr. Putin’s mili-
tary aggression against Ukraine. A confer-
ence at Columbia University supposedly 
meant to discuss Russian and Ukrainian 
nationalism became a daylong attack on 
Ukrainian nationalism. I was the only 
speaker who argued there were different 
types of nationalisms in Ukraine (not just 
Svoboda) and that Russian, pan-Slavic and 
Soviet nationalism were more violent 
forms of nationalism and more of a threat 
to Ukraine’s democracy.

Since the Euro-Maidan Revolution the 
main target of these “experts” attacking 
Ukrainian nationalism has become Mr. 
Viatrovych, the Institute of National Memory 
that he heads and four de-communization 
laws adopted in May 2015. Dr. Umland has 
been particularly vocal and prolific and orga-
nized an open letter of Western academics 
attacking the laws (https://krytyka.com/en/
articles/open-letter-scholars-and-experts-
ukraine-re-so-called-anti-communist-law). 
Some of the signatories told me they signed 
without even reading the laws. Mr. Viatrovych 
wrote a lengthy and well-formulated 
response to them (https://krytyka.com/en/
solutions/opinions/decommunization-and-
academic-discussion).

Recently, Dr. Umland again wrote a 
lengthy attack on Mr. Viatrovych and the 
Institute of National Memory (http://newea-
sterneurope.eu/articles-and-commentary/ 
2284-the-ukrainian-government-s-memo-
ry-institute-against-the-west). He again 
denigrates Mr. Viatrovych for not being a 
“real academic.” 

There need to be three changes. 
Firstly, Ukrainian studies centers in North 

America need to establish programs for the 
study of Ukrainian nationalism. These pro-
grams, in turn, need to cooperate with and 
integrate Ukrainian academics who rarely 
receive exposure in journals and conferenc-
es in the West. Prof. Robert P. Magocsi, chair 
of Ukrainian Studies in North America, has 
offered to host such a research program.

Secondly, the Ukrainian government 
needs to mobilize the media and Ukrainian 
scholars to counter Putinist propaganda and 
attacks by Western “experts” on Ukrainian 
nationalism. 

Thirdly, academic centers and think 
tanks in Ukraine should no longer provide 
respectability for those who make a career 
of attacking Ukrainian nationalism.

Taras Kuzio is a senior research associate 
at the Canadian Institute of Ukrainian 
Studies, University of Alberta, and a non-
resident fellow at the Center for 
Transatlantic Relations, Johns Hopkins 
University. He is the author of “Putin’s War 
Against Ukraine. Revolution, Nationalism 
and Crime,” which was published in March.

As a personal aside, it has been my tre-
mendous privilege to be a small part of U.S. 
efforts in the OSCE. I worked at the Helsinki 
Commission for more than 35 years, partic-
ipating in numerous U.S. delegations to 
CSCE/OSCE meetings and some three 
dozen elections as an official OSCE observ-
er – about half of them in Ukraine.

Clearly, the OSCE’s work is far from com-
plete, including in Ukraine. Russia increas-
ingly has become an obstructionist force in 
the OSCE, denying consensus on decisions 
that would promote a more secure and 
peaceful OSCE region and further democra-
cy, rule of law, and respect for human 
rights. Moscow mocks the Helsinki process 
by repeatedly and flagrantly violating its 
OSCE commitments – most visibly, through 
its unjustified and illegal occupation of 

Ukrainian territory. No issue has taken up 
more of the OSCE’s attention in recent 
years than Russia’s ongoing aggression in 
Ukraine. A Trilateral Contact Group of rep-
resentatives from Ukraine, the Russian 
Federation and the OSCE that was set up in 
2014 to facilitate dialogue has had only 
minimal results. 

Unfortunately, it does not look as if we 
will see change anytime soon, as there are 
no serious indications that Vladimir Putin 
plans to withdraw from Ukraine. The over-
whelming majority of OSCE countries that 
condemn Russia’s behavior, including the 
United States, will continue to utilize the 
OSCE as an important tool to keep atten-
tion focused on Russia’s nefarious behavior 
and, as difficult as it may be and as long as 
it may take, try to come up with solutions 
that compel Russia to live up to its Helsinki 
commitments and resolve this ongoing 
assault on Ukraine and on the international 
global order.

(Continued from page 7)

The OSCE...
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The workshop dancers returned with a 
new piece from the Boyko region of Ukraine, 
titled “Boykivska Spadshchyna.” The intro-
duction noted the multicultural influences of 
the region and how the dance reflects them. 

New to the stage this year from Ukraine 
was vocalist Ruslan, who had recorded an 
album in 2016, having transitioned to a 
vocal career after years of being an accom-
plished trumpet player. His songs included 
romantic ballads and pop numbers about 
love and missed connections. 

The workshop dancers took to the stage 
again with “Viterets,” a new dance choreo-
graphed by Anya Bohachevsky Lonkevych, 
director of the Roma Pryma Ukrainian Dance 
Workshop. As its Ukrainian name indicates, 
the dance evokes imagery of wind blowing 
across a Ukrainian landscape.

Udech livened up the audience with its 
traditional Hutsul melody “Verkhovyno,” 
and its rendition of “Oy na Hori Tsyhany 
Stoyaly” (The Gypsies Stood on the Hill).

Another new dance for the festival by the 
workshop dancers was “Halychanka,” cho-
reographed by the late Roma Pryma 
Bohachevsky.

Making her debut on the festival stage 
was Hanna Datsko, a singer from Lviv on a 
work-study program who is working at 
Soyuzivka this season. Her music selections 
and stage presence showed refinement 
beyond her age of 19. 

Stefan Calka, a dancer with the Sacramento 
Ballet Company since 2004 and a founding 
member of the Capital Dance Project, choreo-
graphed a new stylized dance as an instructor 
for the workshop. “Kartyny Kosenka” 
(Scenes by Kosenko) offered vignettes of a 
dream-like story inspired by the music of 
Viktor Kosenko that brought a sense of 
magic to the stage, and the dancers looked 
like they were having fun performing it.

The stage show concluded with the ever-
popular “Hopak,” choreographed by Roma 
Pryma Bohachevsky. The colorful cos-
tumes, the energetic movements and the 
music all come together in the dance as an 
example of Ukrainian heritage and spirit. 

At the same time as the stage show, an 
evening fund-raising gala, “Retro Lviv,” 
attracted nearly 160 people. Held under a 
decorated tent on the Lviv lawn, the event 
included a cocktail hour reception, a four-
course meal and a performance by some of 
the headlining acts. It was sponsored by the 
UNF with proceeds going directly toward a 
career center for soldiers in Ukraine. The 
evening gala transported guests to the 1930s 
and 1940s, and featured the famous Lviv cof-
fee that paired well with a classic dessert.

The Zabava Band from New York enter-
tained late into the night on the Veselka patio 
with lively music that appealed to all ages. 
The traditional “Kolomyika” was a treat to 
watch as dancers showed off their stuff.

Saturday’s afternoon concert began with 
a bit of ceremony, led by Ukrainian 
American Veterans who served as a color 
guard during the singing of the national 
anthems of the United States, Canada and 
Ukraine, performed by soprano Swiatoslava 
Kaczaraj and bass-baritone Andrij 
Gavdanovich, both singers with the Dumka 
Chorus of New York, who were accompa-
nied by Mr. Popadiuk on violin.

Stefan Kaczaraj, president of the 
Ukrainian National Foundation, welcomed 
guests to the festival and greeted Ukraine’s 
consul general in New York, Igor Sybiga and 
his wife, Nataliya, and family who were in 
attendance.

The Roma Pryma Bohachevsky Ukrainian 
Dance Workshop welcomed the festival-
goers with “Pryvit,” choreographed by the 
late dancer and teacher. The Dumka Chorus 
of New York, under the direction of Vasyl 

Hrechynsky, captivated the audience with 
selections from its vast repertoire of 
Ukrainian songs, including a contemporary 
one that featured a “beat-box” soloist. 

Lively musical numbers were performed 
by Hurt Udech and violin virtuoso Vasyl 
Popadiuk from Canada, who served as 
co-MC with Lydia Kulbida, a newscaster 
from the Albany, N.Y., area. 

Vocalists Ms. Datsko and Ruslan 
returned to the stage, each impressing lis-
teners with their abilities, and Lanka 
Halychanka, a women’s vocal ensemble from 
Connecticut, showcased its voices with 
Ukrainian favorites.

The workshop dancers also performed 
“Viterets,” “Halychanka” and “Kartyny 
Kosenka” during the afternoon concert. 

During the weekend, a film festival was 
hosted in the Veselka hall with the screen-
ing of the 2017 film “Bitter Harvest” by 
George Mendeluk, “Music of Survival: The 
Story of the Ukrainian Bandurist Chorus” 
by Orest Sushko and “Folk!” by Roxy 
Toporowych, a filmmaker and former danc-
er with the Roma Pryma Bohachevsky 
Ukrainian Dance Workshop. The film festi-
val was organized by Maya Lew, front office 
and events manager at Soyuzivka.

During the day, guests had an opportuni-
ty to sit in on a number of workshops and 
classes at the Ukrainian Village, where 
crafts such as pottery and pysanky were led 
by instructors in a program organized by 
Halyna Shepko of New Paltz, N.Y. Ukrainian 
singing instruction and vocal workshops 
were also offered by Laryssa Czebiniak of 
the New York-based vocal group Ukrainian 
Village Voices. 

Guests also had a chance to visit the 
Ukrainian National Association’s gazebo, 
where artist Athena Zhe had a long line of 
waiting customers for Ukrainian stylized 
face painting for children and the young at 
heart. Also at the pavilion was a photo 
booth, where guests could show off their 
silly side, with a variety of props to match 
any mood. Copies of The Ukrainian Weekly 
and Svoboda, the publications of the UNA, 
were available for guests to take with them. 
UNA employees were on hand to explain 
UNA products and UNA efforts within the 
Ukrainian community. 

Yuriy Symczyk, national secretary of the 
Ukrainian National Association, said: “The 
UNA gazebo at this year’s festival gained a 
lot of attention, thanks to the face-painting 
by Athena Zhe and photo backdrop with 
the UNA logo. We were able to inform peo-
ple about the UNA’s life insurance products 
and its role in the community. The festival 
at Soyuzivka Heritage Center is an opportu-
nity for people from far and wide to get to 
know Soyuzivka and the UNA. I love seeing 
the festival performers bring their patriotic 
enthusiasm for Ukraine to the stage and 
inspiring the next generation to preserve 
Ukrainian culture.” 

The Zabava Band from New York provid-
ed live music on the Veselka patio after the 
concert, and guests enjoyed the afternoon 
with dancing and refreshing beverages at the 
beer garden, or by taking a dip in the pool.

Later that afternoon, the annual vare-
nyky eating contest got under way, with 
competitors from Ukraine and the United 
States offering a close race to the finish. The 
annual event is organized by Alex 
Gutmakher, a professional in competitive 
eating events and organizer of various cul-
tural events. He cited the recent loss of 
Soyuzivka’s longtime worker Sonia 
Semanyszyn with a moment of silence. In 
the end, Yulian Romanyshyn, 28, of Ivano-
Frankivsk, who resides in Brooklyn, was 
declared the winner after finishing 30 vare-
nyky in less than five minutes. In second 
place, with a close finish was Stephen 
Dubas, 35, of Mine Hill, N.J., who was a 
mere varenyk behind. 

Following greetings by Mr. Kaczaraj, who 

welcomed all to the festival’s evening con-
cert, the traditional “Pryvit” by the Roma 
Pryma Bohachevsky Ukrainian Dance 
Workshop provided a taste of the quality 
performances that are a feature of the festi-
val. Other dances performed by the work-
shop included “Viterets,” “Halychanka,”  
“Boykivska Spadshchyna” and “Kartyny 
Kosenka” by Stefan Calka. 

Mr. Popadiuk returned to show off his 
musical virtuosity that moved the audience 
to clapping, toe-tapping and an all-out fren-
zy. 

Ukrainian vocalist Oksana Mukha of Lviv, 
who is a violinist by training, wowed the 
audience with her talents, performing 
Ukrainian folk songs and romantic ballads. 
Ms. Mukha has performed for the 
Ukrainian troops serving on the frontlines 
in eastern Ukraine and was a winner of the 
Kvitka Cisyk Grand Prix.

The women’s vocal group Lanka 
Halychanka entertained with traditional 
Ukrainian songs, including “Zatsvyla Rozha 
Troyaka,” as well as “Makarivna,” a 
Ukrainian version of “Macarena,” complete 
with dance moves. 

Roma Lisovich, treasurer of the Ukrainian 
National Foundation, welcomed the festival 
guests to Soyuzivka in her opening state-
ment. She underscored the UNF’s role as 
organizer of the festival and explained that 
the event is a fund-raiser for improvements 
at Soyuzivka. “I hope that this concert is 
enjoyable as an example of the preservation 
of Ukrainian culture. And with your support, 
Soyuzivka aims to become a year-round 
facility, made possible with help from dona-
tions and the work of volunteers.” Ms. 
Lisovich added that the “Retro Lviv” night on 
Friday was a success, and that funds raised 
from that evening’s gala will go directly to 
fund a career center for soldiers in Ukraine. 
(More on that in next week’s issue.)

The workshop dancers took to the stage 
once more for the ever-popular “Hopak” – 
an always rousing performance that brings 
the audience to its feet. The crowd shouted 
“Molodtsi!” (an expression of a job well 
done) and “Encore,” as the dancers pre-
pared for one more rousing reprise of 
“Hopak” before taking their bows.

Then it was time for Pikkardiyska Tertsiya, 
whose members include Andriy Kapral, 
Andriy Shavala, Volodymyr Yakyments, 
Bohdan Bohach, Roman Turianyn and 
Yaroslav Nudyk. Their a capella sound, driven 
by tight harmonies and catchy melodies and 
rhythms, had people singing along to their 
favorite numbers, like “Starenkyi Tramvai,” 
some of which go back to the group’s found-
ing 25 years ago. The last time Tertsiya per-
formed in the U.S. was in 2004.

The closing act of the festival concert 
was Kozak System, who gave the younger 
members of the audience a taste of rock 
music from Ukraine. The band performed 
several high-energy selections from its lat-
est recordings, with a few of its older songs 
mixed in. The band was founded in 2012 
following the break-up of Haydamaky and 
is led by front-man Ivan Lenyo (accordion, 
brass, dulcimer, lead vocals). The band is 
renowned for its Ukrainian patriotism, hav-
ing performed at the Revolution of Dignity 
and supported the effort off-stage as well. 

Other members of the band include 
Oleksandr Demianenko (guitar, mandolin 
and vocals), Volodymyr Sherstiuk (bass gui-
tar, vocals), Serhiy Borysenko (percussion 
and vocals) and Serhiy Soloviy (trumpet, 
vocals and keyboards). The band’s 2017 
single “Miy Druh” (My Friend), features a 
collaboration with Ukrainian hip-hop artist 
(Oleksandr) Yarmak. Kozak System per-
formed in Kyiv during the 2017 Eurovision 
Song Contest as part of the Eurovision 
Village on May 9.

Guests had an opportunity to purchase 
copies of many of the festival performers’ 
recordings at Soyuzivka during the festival.

The Veselka patio was packed once again 
on Saturday night for the dance, with music 
by the Zabava Band. The “Kolomyika,” with 
its high energy and competitive dance 
moves, lasted more than 30 minutes. Young 
and old alike danced into the early hours of 
the morning.

Sunday afternoon featured a stage con-
cert in the Veselka hall, which was emceed 
by Ms. Lisovich, treasurer of the Ukrainian 
National Foundation. The concert included 
performances by Udech, which expanded 
on its instrumental and vocal selections, 
and the young vocalist Ms. Datsko, who was 
afforded the opportunity to showcase more 
of her song repertoire.

The members of Udech thanked the fes-
tival organizers, especially Soyuzivka 
General Manager Nestor Paslawsky and Ms. 
Lisovich. To close out the program, a rous-
ing rendition of “Mnohaya Lita” was sung 
by the audience to wish the festival and its 
organizers many more years.   

A film screening of “Music of Survival: 
The Story of the Ukrainian Bandurist 
Chorus” was offered, with an introduction 
by Ms. Lisovich. The filmmaker, Mr. Sushko, 
thanked the festival organizers for helping 
to educate the public about the struggles of 
the chorus, bandurists in Ukraine during 
the Soviet Union and tsarist times, and the 
endurance of the instrument, as the chorus 
has impacted bandura development in the 
diaspora. Following the screening, viewers 
were able to purchase copies of the DVD 
from Mr. Sushko. 

Paul Grosko, 36, of Montreal, who has 
attended the festival once before, said, “The 
Ukrainian Cultural Festival at Soyuzivka 
always has good headlining acts from 
Ukraine, and this year was a good value for 
the entry fee.” Mr. Grosko, who this year 
rented a space at the vendors’ court, regular-
ly attends festivals in the United States and 
Canada. His company, From Ukraine with 
Love, sells imported items from Ukraine, 
including clothing, textiles and accessories.

Olya Romanko, 24, of Ternopil, Ukraine, 
who resides in Brooklyn, said, “I’ve been 
coming to this festival for four years, and 
there is so much to see and enjoy. I espe-
cially like the cultural village demonstra-
tions and workshops.”

Volodymyr and Zenia Tkachenko of 
Pennsylvania said they enjoyed themselves 
at the stage concerts, adding they really look 
forward to the acts from Ukraine in addition 
to the performance by the Ukrainian Dance 
Workshop. “This year we saw some new 
dances and we love to hear Pikkardiyska 
Tertsiya live,” said Ms. Tkachenko.

The festival would not be possible with-
out the dedication of the many volunteers 
who donate their time and energy in mak-
ing the three-day event run smoothly, as 
well as this season’s courteous workers 
from Ukraine who could be seen lending a 
hand throughout the weekend. 

Other notable efforts were made by Mr. 
Paslawsky, Assistant Manager Stefko Drabyk 
and Bar Manager Andrij Stefanyshyn, who 
ensured that guests had a memorable experi-
ence. Among the numerous volunteers who 
have helped to make this festival a success 
were Bohdan and Bohdana Puzyk 
(vendors’w court), Gloria Horbaty and family 
(food court), Tanya Soltys (media), Marianka 
Hawryluk (gala personnel), Andy Rakowsky 
(security) and Roman Hawryluk (finances).

Another hallmark of the festival is the 
variety of tasty food items available through-
out the weekend, from the traditional 
Ukrainian items like kovbasa, varenyky, hol-
ubtsi and shashlyky, to American classics 
like cheeseburgers – all prepared by Chef 
Andriy Sonevytsky and his staff – in addition 
to menu items in the Main House dining hall. 

Plans are already in the works for the 
12th Ukrainian Cultural Festival at Soyuzivka. 
Readers can visit www.soyuzivka.com for 
more information as it becomes available.

(Continued from page 1)

11th Ukrainian...
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Kozak System from Ukraine.

The workshop dances “Halychanka.”

Violinist and co-MC of the stage 
program, Vasyl Popadiuk.

Ladies of the Roma Pryma Ukrainian Dance Workshop 
perform “Viterets.”

During the opening ceremonies, (from left) Andrij Gavdanovich, Swiatoslava Kaczaraj and Vasyl 
Popadiuk perform the national anthems of the United States, Canada and Ukraine with Ukrainian 

American Veterans serving as a color guard. On the right is MC Lydia Kulbida.

The Lanka Halychanka women’s vocal ensemble.

The much-anticipated “Hopak” is performed by the workshop dancers.

Pikkardiyska Tertsiya.

Photo report: Ukrainian Cultural Festival at Soyuzivka
Photos by Christine Syzonenko
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The folk ensemble Hurt Udech sings “Mnohaya Lita “ with Hanna Datsko of Lviv during 
the Sunday concert.

Athena Zhe (right) applies face paint to a girl, while Ukrainian National 
Association Secretary Yuriy Symczyk adds a well-timed photo bomb.

An artist produces pieces of art in front 
of visitors’ eyes at the vendors’ court.

An example of the beadwork and jewel-
ry available at the festival.

Employees and volunteers man the Ukrainian National Association gazebo.

Alex Gutmakher (fourth from right) congratulates varenyky-eating 
champion Yulian Romanyshyn (fifth from left), and all the competitors.

Items for sale from The Ukrainian Museum in New York.

The Roma Pryma Bohachevsky Ukrainian Dance Workshop strikes a pose in the finale of “Hopak.”

Kozak System from Ukraine.
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bring down MH17. (RFE/RL, based on 
reporting by Reuters and perthnow.com)

U.S. special envoy to return to Kyiv

KYIV – U.S. Special Envoy for Ukraine 
Negotiations Kurt Volker will visit Kyiv again 
in the next few days, Ukrainian presidential 
administration deputy head Konstantyn 
Yelyseyev said on July 13. “It was his first 
visit. We agreed that he will come to Ukraine 
again in the next few days. Of course, this 
will depend on his schedule, because he 
wants to intensively engage in the process 
not only of consultations with the Ukrainian 
side, but also, in particular, with our part-
ners in the Normandy format,” Mr. Yelyseyev 
told TV’s Channel 5. During his first visit 
Ambassador Volker had meetings with a 
vast range of statesmen. After the special 
envoy gets in touch with the situation, he 
can forward certain proposals to the U.S. 
leadership in order to give an impulse to a 
peaceful dialogue in Donbas, Mr. Yelyseyev 
said. “I cannot disclose some things yet, but 
the president and Kurt Volker have had a 
quite frank and, I would say, intensive and 
strategic conversation, at which certain 
innovative elements, which we could under-
take jointly with our partners in order to 
bring peace to Donbas after all, were dis-
cussed,” he added. (Interfax-Ukraine)

Army offers course for medical officers

HEUBERG, Germany – U.S. Army Europe 
reported that, in conjunction with the U.S. 
Army Europe’s Office of the Command 
Surgeon, Regional Health Command Europe 
staff recently visited Ukraine to host a Basic 
Leadership Course for some of the country’s 
junior medical officers. The focus of the 
weeklong course was Army values, leader-
ship, doctrine and troop leading procedures. 
“We did basic instruction on trust, shared 
values and progressed to a role play exercis-
es where they demonstrated what they 
learned,” said Col. Sara Breckenridge-
Sproat, RHCE Regional Nurse Executive. She 
said this training was an important part in 
continuing to build the RHCE partnership 
with Ukraine. ”As a clinician, we need to sus-
tain our skills and really we learn from one 
another,” she said. “And learning from each 
other in a classroom environment as well as 
a clinical environment is really a way to sus-
tain us all into the future. Because of the 
current conflict there, they have a large 
number of very complex patients. Learning 
from each other is really so vital.” Ukraine 
has been an active contributor to the 
European-Atlantic security by deploying 
troops that work with peacekeepers from 
NATO and other partner countries. It is the 
only partner country that has contributed, 
at one stage or other, to all ongoing NATO-
led operations and missions. Col. 
Breckenridge-Sproat says she has visited 
and worked with the Ukrainian military 

many times. “I am always so impressed 
when I visit Ukraine by what a sovereign, 
stoic, prideful, independent nation Ukraine 
is. They are firmly committed to democra-
cy.” She went on to say, “this is one of the 
most meaningful things I have ever done. It 
is pretty magical to be given the opportunity 
to play a part in this amazing country’s 
transformation, while contributing to junior 
leaders and their readiness for the future.” 
(Regional Health Command Europe)

EuroParliament OKs trade preferences

BRUSSELS – The European Parliament 
has overwhelmingly backed a decision to 
grant Ukraine temporary trade preference 
for some agricultural and industrial prod-
ucts. The measures passed on July 4 will 
apply for three years from the end of 
September. The proposal was made by the 
European Commission to improve access 
for Ukrainian exporters to European Union 
markets following the Deep and 
Comprehensive Free Trade Area that provi-
sionally entered into force at the start of 
2016. EU officials told RFE/RL they hope 
the measure will help boost Ukraine’s econ-
omy, which has suffered greatly since 2014 
when Russia illegally annexed Ukraine’s 
Crimean peninsula and began supporting 
pro-Russia separatists in eastern Ukraine. 
Ukraine’s preferential trade treatment 
includes annual quotas for tariff-free 
imports on agricultural products such as 
honey, wheat, corn and barley as well as 
industrial goods like copper, aluminum, and 
fertilizers. (RFE/RL, based on reporting by 
Rikard Jozwiak in Brussels)

EU ministers endorse trade measures

BRUSSELS – The European Union’s 28 for-
eign affairs ministers on July 17 unanimously 
backed a decision to grant Ukraine temporary 
trade preference for some agricultural and 
industrial products, following a similar deci-
sion by the European Parliament announced 
earlier. Representatives of the European 
Parliament and the European Council are to 
sign the agreement during a plenary session 

of the parliament in Strasbourg in September, 
and the measures will apply for three years 
from the end of September. “With today’s 
decision, we are allowing more Ukrainian 
products to be exported to the EU. It is our 
duty to support Ukraine and strengthen our 
economic and political ties, also in the face of 
the ongoing conflict on its soil,” said Estonian 
Foreign Minister Sven Mikser, whose country 
currently holds the European Council presi-
dency. (RFE/RL)

Hague court to hear Ukraine case 

PRAGUE – The Permanent Court of 
Arbitration at The Hague says that it has 
jurisdiction and will hear the case of a 
Ukrainian company seeking to recover dam-
ages for property lost when Russia annexed 
Ukraine’s Crimean Peninsula in 2014. PJSC 
Ukrnafta, one of Ukraine’s largest oil and 
gas companies, launched the case and is 
seeking damages for expropriated gas sta-
tions. The Hague-based court ruled on July 
4 that the case was covered by a 1998 bilat-
eral investment treaty between Ukraine and 
Russia that was meant to encourage eco-
nomic cooperation and expansion. In a 
related decision, the court said it would also 
hear claims brought against Russia by Stabil 
LLC and 10 other companies. An attorney 
who filed the cases for the Ukrainian firms, 
John Townshend, said the private gas sta-
tions and Ukrnafta made “the same claim 
that by April 2104, thugs organized by the 
Russian Federation seized the administra-
tive office” that ran the firms and “took the 
stations, took the cash, took the petrol [gas-
oline], [and] kicked our people out.” Russia 
previously told the court that it had no 
authority to form an arbitral tribunal to set-
tle the claims and that Russia did not con-
sent to participate in arbitration proceed-
ings. But the court ruled that the bilateral 
investment treaty permitted investors of 
one country whose property has been 
appropriated by the other country to launch 
private arbitration proceedings. (RFE/RL, 
with reporting by Reuters)

(Continued on page 13)

(Continued from page 2)
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PROFESSIONALS

TO PLACE YOUR AD CALL WALTER HONCHARYk (973) 292-9800 x3040
or e-mail adukr@optonline.net

SERVICES

НА ПРОДАЖ ПОМЕШКАННЯ 
„Українське Село“, 

Cedar Grove Lane, Somerset, NJ
Світла, велика квартира в дуже доб-
рому стані • 2 спальні, кухня, вітальня

 і їдальня, ґанок • Українська громада, 
55 років + (1 в сім’ї) • Недалеко поїзду 
до NYC, N.Brunswick, укр. церков • 
знижена ціна $64,000 • Меланія 

201-245-2777 • Melaniyat@aol.com

OPPORTUNITIES

Earn Extra incomE!
The Ukrainian Weekly is looking 

for advertising sales agents.
For additional information contact  

Walter Honcharyk, Advertising Manager,  
The Ukrainian Weekly, 973-292-9800, ext 3040.

FOR SALE

Run your advertisement here, 
in The Ukrainian Weekly’s 

CLASSIFIEDS section.

HELP WANTED
The UNWLA (Ukrainian National Women’s League of America, Inc.) is looking 
for an experienced part-time Bookkeeper to manage our day-to-day accounting 
and � nancial requirements: con� dentiality, good organizational skills, accuracy, 
and reliability are important quali� cations for this position. A solid knowledge 
of QuickBooks is necessary; 
 uency in English required, knowledge of Ukrainian 
helpful.
Duties to include:  pay vendor invoices, track bank account balances, monitor 
o	  ce expenses, balance & maintain accurate QuickBooks ledgers, coordinate 
bank deposits, prepare quarterly payroll tax returns; report � nancial results on a 
regular basis to the Treasurer, work with auditors in completion of annual audit. 
Schedule is 
 exible but at least one day per week in NYC o	  ce is required.
Please submit resume by email to unwla@unwla.org.
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Agreement near on military equipment

KYIV – Ukraine and the United States are 
close to signing new defense agreements 
enabling Kyiv to purchase more defensive 
U.S. military equipment and play a role in 
manufacturing such equipment, a Ukrainian 
defense executive said on June 30. The 
agreements were announced during 
Ukrainian President Petro Poroshenko’s 
June 20 visit to Washington, but details are 
still being negotiated. They are aimed at 
facilitating military sales and promoting 
joint research and development, and will be 
signed soon, said Denys Hurak, an executive 
at Ukroboronprom, a Ukrainian defense 
conglomerate. Ukraine needs equipment 
such as radar systems, drones and secure 
communications as it battles Russia-backed 
separatists in the east of the country in a 
war that has killed more than 10,000 people 
since 2014. The first agreement aims to free 
up Ukraine’s access to the U.S. defense mar-
ket as well as make it easier for Ukraine to 
sell its own defense equipment to the 
United States. The agreements do not con-
template the sale of U.S.-made lethal weap-
ons to Ukraine. But Ukraine anticipates 
receiving U.S. funding to develop new mili-
tary technologies under the second joint 
research agreement, which would also pave 
the way for some U.S. Army equipment to be 
partly manufactured in Ukraine, Mr. Hurak 
said, noting that the agreements “will show 
that we are a strategic partner for America 
in the defense complex.” Mr. Hurak noted: 
“We are asking for help, but we are also 
ready to be America’s partner and we have 
something to offer – namely, production 
capacity, outsourcing production, [and] 
cheaper production of components for 
them.” He told Reuters that he has negotiat-
ed with U.S. companies about setting up 
facilities in Ukraine to manufacture, for 
example, radio and communications gear. 
He told Interfax that the agreements are 
intended to “implement the initiatives the 
U.S. announced in 2014 to compensate for 
losses to the Ukrainian defense-industrial 
complex from the break-off of its military-
technical cooperation with Russia.” (RFE/
RL, with reporting by Reuters and Interfax)

Ukraine detains two Russian FSB agents

KYIV – Ukrainian authorities detained 
two men identified as Russian security 
agents after they came ashore in a small 
boat on Ukrainian-government controlled 
territory along the Black Sea, officials of 
both countries say. Ukraine’s border police 
on June 30 said the two men claimed to be 
Federal Security Service (FSB) personnel 
who became lost in the waters of the Black 
Sea during a training exercise. Russia’s 
state-run Interfax news agency quoted the 
FSB as confirming that the men were with 
the agency. The FSB said the men had taken 
a “wrong route” during “drills.” The state-
ment also said the FSB hoped the men 
would be returned to Russia “in the near 
future.” Ukrainian border guard spokesman 
Oleh Slobodyan said the men would be 
jailed for 15 days. It was not immediately 
clear where the men washed ashore, but 
officials said they were detained near the 
city of Armyansk. (RFE/RL, based on report-
ing by Reuters, Interfax and Newsweek)

Czech court closes separatist mission

PRAGUE – A court in the Czech city of 
Ostrava has shut down the representative 
office of Russia-backed separatists from the 
eastern Ukrainian region of Donetsk 
because it was illegal, Ukraine’s ambassa-
dor to the Czech Republic, Yevhen 
Perebyinis, said on June 28. Czech Foreign 
Affairs Minister Lubomir Zaoralek 
expressed his satisfaction and support for 
the decision. “I welcome the ruling by a dis-
trict court in Ostrava to ban the ‘Diplomatic 

center of the Donetsk people’s republic,’ ” 
Mr. Zaoralek wrote on Twitter. The head of 
the separatist office, Nela Liskova, protest-
ed the court decision and said the office 
was set up to help the “victims of war” in 
eastern Ukraine such as by obtaining per-
mits and work opportunities for refugees. 
On September 1, the Ukrainian Foreign 
Affairs Ministry sent a note of protest to the 
Czech Embassy in Kyiv after reports were 
confirmed of the registration in Ostrava of 
the so-called DPR mission. On the same 
day, the Czech Foreign Affairs Ministry said 
that it would ask a local court to shut it 
down. Czech Prime Minister Bohuslav 
Sobotka later reassured his Ukrainian 
counterpart, Volodymyr Groysman, that 
separatists in eastern Ukraine will not be 
allowed to have representative offices in 
the Czech Republic. (RFE/RL, based on 
reporting by Ostrava.idnes.cz and Interfax)

Activist flees Crimea fearing for safety 

SYMFEROPOL – Ukrainian activist 
Natalya Kharchenko says she fled the 
Russian-annexed Ukrainian region of 
Crimea, fearing for her safety. Ms. 
Kharchenko told the Crimean Human 
Rights Group on June 21 that she moved 
from Symferopol to Kyiv to avoid “persecu-
tion” from Russia’s Federal Security Service 
(FSB). Ms. Kharchenko is the wife of the 
former director of the Ukrainian Cultural 
Center in Crimea, Andriy Vinohradov. In 
January, the FSB searched their apartment 
in Symferopol, the Crimean capital, and 
confiscated their computers. After that, Mr. 
Vinohradov lost his job and the FSB 
launched a preliminary investigation 
against Ms. Kharchenko, accusing her of 
making statements that violate Russia’s ter-
ritorial integrity, charges she denies. As 
part of the probe, investigators interrogat-
ed Ms. Kharchenko four times. Her hus-
band left Crimea several weeks ago and is 
also now in Kyiv. Their young children 
remain in Crimea with relatives. (Crimean 
Desk of RFE/RL’s Ukrainian Service)

Tatar activist to remain under supervision

PRAGUE – A leading Tatar activist will 
remain under police supervision for eight 
years after his expected release from prison 
later this year. In what lawyers are describ-
ing as an unprecedented decision, a court in 
Russia’s Komi region ruled on July 11 that 
Rafis Kashapov, chairman of the Tatar Public 
Center, be barred from political and public 
activities for eight years under parole-like 
supervision. Mr. Kashapov’s lawyer, Ruslan 
Garifullin, told RFE/RL on July 13 that 
Russian law allows post-sentence restric-
tions placed on those who “systematically 
violate penitentiary regulations,” but being 
placed under police supervision for eight 
years is unprecedented in Russia. Mr. 
Kashapov was convicted of calling for sepa-
ratism and inciting ethnic enmity in his 
native city of Chally in September 2015. He 
was sentenced to three years in prison, 
including time served, and is set for release 
in December. He posted several articles on 
the Internet in 2014 that harshly criticized 
Russia’s annexation of the Ukrainian region 
of Crimea and its treatment of Crimean 
Tatars, as well as Moscow’s involvement in 
the war in eastern Ukraine. Mr. Kashapov 
says his case was politically motivated. Mr. 
Kashapov’s Tatar Public Center is an NGO in 
Tatarstan’s second-largest city, Chally, which 
campaigns to preserve Tatar national identi-
ty, language and culture. (RFE/RL’s Tatar-
Bashkir Service)

Prison for British man who joined separatists

PRAGUE – A British man was sentenced 
to prison after a court in Britain ruled he 
illegally entered eastern Ukraine in 2015 to 
fight alongside Russia-backed separatists 
against the central government. Benjamin 
Stimson was sentenced on July 14 to five 
years and four months in prison by the 
Manchester Crown Court after pleading 

guilty to a charge of assisting others in com-
mitting terrorism, officials said. Various 
reports put his age at 41 to 43 years old. 
Police say Stimson traveled to Moscow in 
August 2015 before illegally entering east-
ern Ukraine to fight alongside separatists 
against Ukrainian forces. He was arrested in 
November 2015 upon returning to the 
Manchester Airport after earlier giving an 
interview to the BBC in which he said he 
was prepared to kill people if necessary in 
an act of war. Police said they seized para-
military clothing from him at the airport. 
Detective Chief Superintendent Russ 
Jackson said Mr. Stimson went to Ukraine 
“with the intention of joining militia groups 
fighting against the Ukrainian government, 
and the images of him holding a rifle and 
wearing military clothing are deeply con-
cerning.” (RFE/RL, based on reporting by 
ITV and the BBC)

Tbilisi, Kyiv to coordinate EU integration

TBILISI – The presidents of Georgia and 
Ukraine have agreed to coordinate their 
efforts toward integration into the 
European Union. Giorgi Margvelashvili and 
Petro Poroshenko announced the move in a 
declaration of strategic partnership in 
Georgia’s capital, Tbilisi, on July 18. Mr. 

Margvelashvili told reporters after the talks 
that the declaration “reflects the real mood 
of the two nations.” He noted, “We agreed to 
intensify our efforts in terms of integration 
into the European space.” Mr. Poroshenko 
said, “we have to defend our sovereignty, 
territorial integrity and democracy togeth-
er.” He added that the two countries face the 
same challenges and threats. “[The] interna-
tional community must increase its pres-
sure on Russia until it fully fulfills the Minsk 
[peace] agreements and removes its armed 
forces for the occupied territories,” Mr. 
Poroshenko said. “For Georgia it is about 
occupied territories of Abkhazia and so-
called South Ossetia, and for Ukraine it is 
about the annexed Crimea and the occupied 
territories of eastern Ukraine.” Moscow ille-
gally annexed Ukraine’s Crimea in 2014 and 
has been supporting pro-Russian separat-
ists in Ukraine’s east in a war against Kyiv’s 
forces that has killed more than 10,000 peo-
ple since April 2014. In 2008, Russia recog-
nized Georgia’s breakaway regions of South 
Ossetia and Abkhazia as independent coun-
tries shortly after fighting a brief war 
against Tbilisi, and Moscow maintains thou-
sands of troops in both regions. (RFE/RL’s 
Georgian Service, with reporting by apsny.
ge)

(Continued from page 12)
NEWSBRIEFS

With deep sorrow we announce that our beloved
husband, father, grandfather and great grandfather 

WASYL CAP
passed away on July 9, 2017. 

Born in Botivka, Ukraine in 1925, he came to the United States in 
1955. He resided in Stratford, Connecticut most of his life, before 
moving to St. Petersburg, Florida, in 2015 where he enjoyed his last two 
years.  

Remaining in deep sorrow:  
wife   Maria
children:  Irene with her husband Rev. Roman Badiak,
   Demetrius with his wife Susanne,
   Jaroslav with his wife Ann
grandchildren:   Demetrius Jr., Andrew, Christopher, Olivia, 
   Marissa, Stephan with wife Valerie, Romanna 
   with husband Spike, Alexander and Danylo
great grandchildren:  Elizabeth, Ashley and Miles

He was predeceased by son Ihor

The funeral liturgy was held on Saturday, July 22, 2017, at 11:00 a.m. 
at St. Andrew Ukrainian Catholic Church, 141 Sarah Wells Trail, Campbell 
Hall, New York, followed by  the burial at Holy Spirit Ukrainian Catholic 
Cemetery.

Donations in memory of Wasyl Cap can be sent to his former parish:  
Protection of the Blessed Virgin Mary Ukrainian Catholic Church, 
255 Barnum Avenue, Bridgeport, CT 06608

Вічная пам’ять!

В 30-ту болючу річницю відходу у вічність 
нашої найдорожчої Мами, Бабці і Прабабці

св. п. 
Марії Барагури

будуть відправлені Служби Божі 

в п’ятницю, 21 липня 2017 року, o год. 9-ій ранку 
     в церкві свв. Петра і Павла, Ludlow, MA, 

в неділю, 30 липня 2017 року, о год. 9-ій ранку 
     в церлві св. Ангела Михаїла в Торонто, Канада.

Вічна Їй пам’ять!

Дзвінка Брикович з родиною
Христя Дякунчак з родиною
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younger Mr. Trump and Ms. Veselnitskaya 
insist no such information was provided or 
received. Mr. Putin’s press secretary, Dmitry 
Peskov, told Russian TV, “The story 
appeared after the [Hamburg] meeting. It is 
like an unending TV show” (RBC, July 12).

If the Kremlin has decided President 
Trump is too weak or dysfunctional a lead-
er to make and keep serious deals, the 
repercussions may be serious. If Mr. Trump 
cannot deliver and sanctions continue to 
pile up, Russia will lose all incentive to even 
pretend to act nice, choosing instead to 
pursue what the Kremlin believes to be 
Russian national interests while disregard-
ing an allegedly paranoid and Russophobe 
Washington. An array of actions appears to 
be ready and could be implemented in the 
coming days.

According to a Kremlin-connected daily, 
Moscow has decided to expel some 30 U.S. 
diplomats and take control of some U.S. 
diplomatic property in Moscow as a 
delayed tit-for-tat move for an expulsion of 
Russian diplomats last December and the 
seizing of Russian country residences 
(dachas) in Maryland and Long Island. The 
U.S. government’s action was meant to pun-
ish Russia for meddling in the 2016 elec-
tions. The tit-for-tat was apparently post-
poned to allow the Trump administration 
to take over and undo the damage. But now 
Russian officials say they are tired of wait-
ing. A meeting between Russian Deputy 
Minister of Foreign Affairs Sergei Ryabkov 
and U.S. Undersecretary of State Thomas 
Shannon, planned for July 17 in 
Washington, has been described as a last-
ditch attempt to find some compromise 
(Interfax, July 11). Moscow has allegedly 
threatened to call off the Ryabkov-Shannon 
talks and go ahead with its reprisal, if 
Washington does not return the dachas 

immediately and unconditionally (Interfax, 
July 13).

In another move, Moscow is prepared to 
veto in the United Nations Security Council 
a draft U.S. resolution imposing additional 
sanctions on North Korea for testing an 
intercontinental ballistic missile (ICBM) on 
July 4. The Kremlin-connected daily 
Izvestia quotes an unnamed Russian diplo-
matic source who claims Moscow has 
decided not to allow the imposition of any 
additional sanctions on Pyongyang and will 
push forward a joint peace plan with 
Beijing that involves both North Korea and 
the U.S. and its allies making mutual con-
cessions. The Russian mission to the United 
Nations refused to comment on the Izvestia 
publication and insisted the U.S. draft reso-
lution on North Korea will be assessed on 
its merits after official publication 
(Militarynews.ru, July 12). The Russian mil-
itary has been insisting the North Korean 
test on July 4 was not of an ICBM, but of a 
medium-range ballistic missile. And 
Moscow has been blocking a condemnation 
of the launch by the U.N. Security Council, 
insisting the ICBM wording be removed 
(Militarynews.ru, July 6).

A tit-for-tat expulsion of diplomats and 
the seizing of U.S. property in Moscow 
could cause a crisis in relations. The use of 
a veto to block U.N. sanctions of North 
Korea could be worse: The alleged North 
Korean ICBM potentially threatens U.S. ter-
ritory with nuclear attack, and Washington 
may be forced into serious unilateral action 
if the international community fails to act. 
Already bad U.S.-Russian relations could 
continue to nosedive and tensions may 
flare. The Kremlin seems prepared to send 
a strong message to Washington: Moscow 
is ready for any scenario.

The article above is reprinted from 
Eurasia Daily Monitor with permission from 
its publisher, the Jamestown Foundation, 
www.jamestown.org.

(Continued from page 2)

Tired of Trump’s...

confidence that we can continue to count 
on broad international support. And I will 
continue to do my utmost to ensure that 
this remains the case.”

Whether or not that raises the hopes of 
Mr. van Zijtveld and others who lost loved 
ones in the crash, Mr. Skinner wants more. 

“Some think MH17 must have been a 
terrible, inevitable mistake of war. I do not 
think that is the truth. The facts scream 
intent and motive. It was a calculated mili-
tary strike as willful as the killing of one 

more political opponent. You stand as the 
only man who can set this right,” he told the 
president of Russia in his letter.

“I will use the European Court of Human 
Rights and every other avenue available to 
bring the Kremlin to accountability... Meet 
me and finally make amends for the victims 
of this tragedy.”

Copyright 2017, RFE/RL Inc. Reprinted 
with the permission of Radio Free Europe/
Radio Liberty, 1201 Connecticut Ave. NW, 
Washington DC 20036; www.rferl.org (see 
https://www.rferl.org/a/ukraine-mh-
17-families-seek-justice-russia-three-years/ 
28619155.html).

(Continued from page 3)

Three years on... There were no roads, no hospitals, schools 
or churches. Officials allocated some of the 
worst land to the “men in sheepskin coats,” 
and mocked their dress, language and eth-
nic origin. The internment of Ukrainians 
during World War I is now seen as a dark 
moment in Canada’s history. 

It can be said, therefore, that Canada 
learned how to be a “kinder and gentler soci-
ety” on the backs of the hundreds of thou-
sands that poured in from Ukraine at the 
turn of the 20th century. Their experiences 
led directly to the development of human 
rights and multiculturalism for Canada. 

So why, on its big birthday, is their out-
standing contribution not acknowledged? 
Has multiculturalism lost its place? Has it 
become less valuable as other diverse 
groups – women, visible minorities, the dis-
abled, the LGBT community – advance? 

As always, the squeaky wheels get the 
grease. The Native Indian nations, for 
instance, received considerable attention 
during the birthday celebrations. Most like-
ly it’s because they asserted themselves. 
They erected an illegal but most prominent 
teepee on the Parliament grounds that they 

claim to be their land. 
Under-recognition is a form of discrimi-

nation too. Dr. Bondar and Mr. Kutryk must 
not be thrown into an Anglo-Celtic/French 
melting pot that removes these astronauts’ 
distinct Ukrainian identity. To do so is to go 
backwards. It is not Canadian. It is wrong. It 
dishonors and diminishes the work of 
Messrs. Tarnopolsky, Yuzyk and Rudnyckyj. 

Multi-diverse Canadians – that’s all of 
them – are strengthened when one of their 
own succeeds: A young woman is inspired 
to become an astronaut because a woman 
who is Ukrainian Canadian – a double 
minority – made it to the stars. Such suc-
cess proves that Canada works for all.

Going forward, more work is needed in 
coming to grips with the notion of unity in 
multicultural diversity. This is particularly 
pressing as the world’s population shifts 
among countries at unprecedented rates 
due to economic imperatives, wars and cli-
mate change. 

Canadians, comprising 200 different eth-
nic groups, live this daily. The Ukrainians in 
Canada led the way with human rights and 
multiculturalism. Perhaps they will lead in 
dealing with this issue as well. First, how-
ever, they need to be recognized both at 
home and abroad for these world-changing 
contributions.

(Continued from page 7)

Celebrating Canada’s...

strength and limitless potential of the peo-
ple of Ukraine. The successes of the UWC 
over five decades are a result of the suc-
cesses of all our communities.

The UWC has a great story to tell, and it 
is our aim during this 50th anniversary 
year to not only amplify this story, but 
engage even more Ukrainians and friends 
of Ukraine in achieving this common vision 
of a new European Ukraine.

Our 50th anniversary celebrations 
began with a successful launch in Toronto 
on February 26, 2017, followed by events 
in Greece, Italy, Spain, Portugal and Poland.

The main focus will be on Ukraine, where 
the UWC is organizing a series of events and 
initiatives beginning with a gala celebration 
in Kyiv. The International Institute for 
Education, Culture and Diaspora Relations 
of Lviv Polytechnic National University is 
leading our awareness campaign in Ukraine 
with several initiatives designed specifically 
to share the story of the UWC and the 
Ukrainian diaspora with the people of 
Ukraine, including a travelling exhibit 
engaging students across Ukraine in learn-
ing about the diaspora.

A series of conferences will engage dif-
ferent regions of the world in a discussion 
about the future and the development of an 
international road map for the attainment 
of our common goals. Conferences are 
scheduled for Lviv, New York, Buenos Aires, 
Brussels and Toronto.

More information on the UWC 50th 
anniversary program is available on a spe-
cially designated UWC website: www.
uwc50.org .

We live during a critical time in the histo-
ry of the Ukrainian nation. On the one hand, 

young people continue to sacrifice their 
lives daily in a war with a Russian aggressor 
that refuses to allow the Ukrainian people 
to live freely on their own land. On the other 
hand, Ukraine is implementing serious 
reforms to fully comply with European stan-
dards and reduce corruption, as well as pro-
mote economic development.

The Ukrainian community can take 
pride in the glorious 50-year history of the 
UWC. With every year, the UWC has 
become stronger, more effectual and more 
influential. With your help, the UWC will 
continue to lead the Ukrainian community 
in the diaspora in promoting the human 
and national rights of all Ukrainians in the 
world and working with the people of 
Ukraine to mutually ensure that Ukraine 
succeeds in protecting its independence 
and territorial integrity, and becomes the 
greatest modern-day success story.

There is no stronger partner for the 
Ukrainian people in Ukraine and the dias-
pora than the UWC.

Become a supporter of the UWC. Your 
donation today will help to ensure that the 
UWC continues to grow and prosper for the 
benefit of a strong, bold, united and inspir-
ing Ukrainian nation.

Wherever you live, the message is one: 
Ukrainians together – the future is ours! 

Donations can be made online at www.
ukrainianworldcongress.org or by check 
payable to “Ukrainian World Congress” (no 
tax receipt will be issued) or to “Ukrainian 
World Foundation” (tax receipts will be 
issued to Canadian residents). Please mail 
checks to: Ukrainian World Congress, 145 
Evans Ave., Suite 207, Toronto, ON, Canada 
M8Z 5X8.

Eugene Czolij
President

Ukrainian World Congress

(Continued from page 7)

Celebrating 50 years...

most nationalistic feelings of their own citi-
zens: they are attempting to show that the 
West does not oppose Russia politically and 
ideologically, but almost has given rise 
again to ‘the Slavic-hating’ times of the 
Third Reich.”

Of course, he continues, “it would be 
naïve to deny that many peoples relate to 
the Russian people with distrust and suspi-
ciousness.” How else would one expect the 

peoples of the Baltic countries or Poland to 
feel, given their histories? But even in these 
cases, the situation is far from that 
described by the Kremlin.

For example, Mr. Inozemtsev points out, 
“Latvia, one of the most ‘Russophobic’ 
countries according to the Kremlin, is the 
absolute champion in terms of retaining 
the fraction of ethnic Russians in its popu-
lation. In 1989, Russians formed 33.9 per-
cent; by 2014, they had fallen to 27.3 per-
cent, while in extremely friendly and ‘non-
Russophobic’ Kazakhstan, the Russian 
share fell from 37.8 percent to 20.6.”

(Continued from page 6)

Kremlin talks...

country’s conflict with Russia, which 
annexed Ukraine’s Crimean peninsula in 
2014 and then inflamed a separatist con-
flict in parts of eastern Ukraine that has 
claimed more than 10,000 lives.

Mr. Poroshenko thanked the EU for 
extending its economic sanctions against 
Russia and for its “clearly articulated mes-
sage that the sanctions will remain in 
place” until Russia completely abides by its 
commitments under the Minsk agreements 
on resolving the war in eastern Ukraine.

“I hope that one day… we will hold 
another Ukraine-EU summit in Donetsk 
and in Yalta,” the Ukrainian president said, 
referring to one city in the separatist-held 
part of eastern Ukraine and the other in 
Russian-occupied Crimea.

European Council President Donald 
Tusk urged Ukrainians to remain united 
and avoid internal conflicts. “We stand 
steadfast behind Ukraine,” he said.

European Commission President Jean-
Claude Juncker called on Kyiv to do more to 
battle corruption.

On July 11, the European Union formally 
approved an Association Agreement with 
Ukraine, which will take effect on 
September 1.

Many parts of the Association Agreement 
have been provisionally applied since 2014, 
but the adoption of the agreement will 
ensure closer cooperation between the EU 
and Ukraine in areas such as foreign policy, 
justice, education, science and technology. 

The economic part of the agreement, 
called the Deep and Comprehensive Free 
Trade Area (DCFTA), is also intended to open 
up the EU market to Ukrainian goods and will 
align the Ukrainian economy with EU stan-
dards by harmonizing laws and regulations.

With reporting by TASS and Reuters.
Copyright 2017, RFE/RL Inc. Reprinted 

with the permission of Radio Free Europe/
Radio Liberty, 1201 Connecticut Ave. NW, 
Washington DC 20036; www.rferl.org (see 
https://www.rferl.org/a/ukraine-eu-sum-
mit-kyiv-poroshenko/28614244.html).

(Continued from page 1)

Ukraine-EU...
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by George Sawchak

KERHONKSON, N.Y. – The 61st annual USCAK-East 
Tennis Tournament was held at the Soyuzivka Heritage 
Center during the weekend of July 1-2.

The singles and doubles tournament was played in 
10 competing groups, which had 38 entries, with some 
playing in more than one group. Many of the players 
were part of the staff and campers of the Soyuzivka 
Tennis Camp being held at this same time.

Tennis players during the tournament’s closing ceremonies.
Andrij Nychka

Tournament Results

GROUP WINNER FINALIST

Men’s Mykola Stroynick Pavlo Busko
Singles
Women’s  Anastasiya Dudaryk Ariadna Louer
Singles
Junior Boys’ Marko Gural Daniel Bula
Singles
Junior Girls’  Natalia Bula Daria Gural
Singles
Men’s 45  Steve Sosiak Oleh Slupchynskyj
Singles
Men’s 65 George Petrykevych George Walchuk
Singles
Men’s Steve Sosiak Ivan Durbak
Doubles George Walchuk George Petrykevych
Women’s Anastasiya Dudaryk Ariadna Louer
Doubles Yana Skorobogatova Juliette Louer
Junior Girls’ Natalia Bula Diana Kozenyatko
Doubles Natalia Pavlyk Ivanna Voloshchak
Junior Boys’ Adam Bis Lukas Bula
Doubles Daniel Bula Markian Nychka

USCAK-East Tennis Tournament played at Soyuzivka

Due to the threatening weather, a 
10-point set tiebreak was played in lieu of 
the third set in all matches.

During the closing ceremonies, trophies 
funded by the Ukrainian Sports Federation 
of the U.S.A. and Canada (known by its 
Ukrainian-based acronym as USCAK) were 
presented by Ivan Durbak and Yurko 
(George) Sawchak of the USCAK Tennis 
Committee.

The next USCAK Tennis Tournament will 
be held at Soyuzivka during Labor Day 
weekend. For entry information, go to the 
USCAK website www.USCAK.org or contact 
Mr. Sawchak at 215-266-3943.

Men’s doubles finalists (from left): Steve Sosiak, 
George Walchuk, George Sawchak (tournament 

director) Ivan Durbak and George Petrykevych.
Women’s doubles trophy winners: (from left): Juliette Louer, 
Ariadna Louer, Anastasiya Dudaryk and Yana Skorobogatova.

Petrusia Sawchak
Petrusia Sawchak
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Traditions continue at Soyuzivka’s Tennis Camp

by Petrusia Sawchak

KERHONKSON, N.Y. – One of the best 
things about Soyuzivka that happens every 
year in the spring and early summer is the 
sound of children coming to the Soyuzivka 
Heritage Center to have fun, learn new 
skills at various camps, and experience the 
magic of this special place where so many 
wonderful lifelong memories are formed.

This year’s Tennis Camp, blessed with 
ideal weather conditions, began on Sunday, 
June 25, and continued through Thursday, 
July 6. As usual, the campers, age 10 to 16, 
stayed at Camp Lviv, which was newly 
spruced up, including some new bath-
rooms, thanks to Assistant Manager Stefko 
Drabyk, who is also the newly appointed 
camp director at Soyuzivka. 

The day campers, who are younger in 
age and stayed with their parents, also par-
ticipated. Some campers, like the Bula fami-
ly, even had parents who attended Tennis 
Camp years ago.

The staff included the director of the ten-
nis camp, George Sawchak, who is heavily 
involved with the United States Tennis 
Association (USTA) Middle States Sectional 
Competitions as a player and sectional cap-
tain. He was assisted alternately by Leda 
Kopach, Tetiana Sawchak (USPTA) certified 
tennis professional, both past USCAK cham-
pions, and Don Kopach, also an accom-
plished tennis player and USCAK champion.

This year’s counselors included Yana 
Skorobogatova from New York, Pavlo Busko 
from New Jersey, Ariadna Louer from 
Pennsylvania and Anastasiya Dudaryk from 
Florida. All of them had attended tennis 
camp in past years.

Completing the staff were Olya Czerkas, 

dorm supervisor, and Petrusia Sawchak, 
coordinator/administrator, both public 
school teachers by profession. They 
ensured that the children were well taken 
care of and their needs met.

There were three sessions of tennis 
instruction each day: the morning session 
at 9 a.m. (after some exercises executed 
with music to make it livelier), the 2 p.m. 
session and the after-dinner session, usual-
ly at 7 p.m., with some supervised free-play 
activities. Campers were given instruction 
in the basics of tennis: proper strokes, 
serves, game strategies and court etiquette. 
A tournament was held in the second week. 

Even though the emphasis was always 
on tennis, there was time for off-court fun 

activities like swimming, playing games 
and dancing. As is the custom at Tennis 
Camp during rainy afternoons (only one 
this year), the campers were taught how to 
polka by Ms. Czerkas at the Veselka Hall. 
This proved to be helpful the next day at 
the Hutsul Night held on the Veselka deck. 

Soyuzivka Manager Nestor Paslawsky 
understands how popular this evening is 
among the campers, so he always invites 
them to the festivities. This is always a 
favorite treat because the campers get to 
wear their Ukrainian “vyshyvanky” 
(embroidered finery) and enjoy Ukrainian-
style food. They were entertained this year 
by “Pan Hryts,” who sang and played 
Ukrainian favorites on the accordion to 

everyone’s delight. The campers danced 
and enjoyed the ambience of the evening. 

A banquet was held at the culmination of 
the camp. Camp organizers always try to 
create this special event for the campers – a 
learning experience about social etiquette. 
Attired in their party clothes, the campers 
were treated to Shirley Temples and Darth 
Vaders and enjoyed hors d’oeuvres. Many 
parents attended the banquet as well. Chef 
Andrij Sonevytsky was commended for his 
culinary talents for making the dinner extra 
special.

During the banquet, the campers 
received their certificates individually. The 
camp tournament winners and best camp-
er awards were given to the deserving 
recipients. 

Girls’ Tournament Winners: first place – 
Natalia Pavlyk, second place – Natalia Bula 
and third place – Ivanna Voloshchak. Boys’ 
Tournament Winners: first place – Daniel 
Bula, second place – Lukas Bula, and third 
place – Alex Sonyey. In the Mixed Group 
(boys and girls) first place was earned by 
Mykola Nychka and second place by Alex 
Chorny.

The coveted Best Camper Awards were 
decided by the entire tennis staff based on 
exemplary behavior both on and off the 
courts. The winners were Alex Sonyey, 
Brandon Bula, Natalia Pavlyk and Diana 
Kozenyatko. 

Ms. Czerkas and counselors prepared 
special “fun” awards for everyone, which 
added a little levity to the occasion. After 
dancing, the evening ended with the sing-
ing of “Nich Vzhe Ide” (Night is Falling). 

The next day the campers met again, 
with some playing more tennis, and final 
farewells were exchanged.

Participants of the Soyuzivka Tennis Camp 2017.
Andrij Nychka

Campers at Soyuzivka’s popular Hutsul Night. Jumping jacks during exercise time. 
Petrusia Sawchak

Tournament winners and finalists with the camp director and counselors: (front row, 
from left) Daniel Bula, Lukas Bula, Mykola Nychka, Alex Chorny, (back row) camp 
director George Sawchak, Natalia Pavlyk, Natalia Bula, Ivanna Voloshchak, Alex 
Sonyey and counselors Pavlo Busko, Yana Skorobogatova, Ariadna Louer and 

Anastasiya Dudaryk. 

Andrij Nychka
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July 26-30 Convention, Ukrainian Orthodox League, St. Michael the 
Woonsocket, RI Archangel Ukrainian Orthodox Church, Crowne Plaza
 Hotel, www.stmichaeluoc.org/uol2017 or 508-695-6095

July 27-28 USCAK Youth Games Olympiad, Ukrainian American 
Kerhonkson/ Youth Association and the Chornomorska Sitch Sports 
Ellenville, NY  School, UAYA Camp and Soyuzivka Heritage Center,
 www.cym.org/us-ellenville or www.soyuzivka.com

July 28-30 Lemko Vatra, Lemkivshchyna Resort,
Durham, ON contact@lemko-olk.com

July 28-29 Ukrainian Festival, St. John the Baptist Ukrainian 
Syracuse, NY Catholic Church, www.stjohnbaptistucc.com

July 29 Concert with violinist Yuriy Bekker, cellist Natalia Khoma
Jewett, NY and pianist Volodymyr Vynnytsky, Grazhda Music and Art
 Center, 518-989-6479 or www.grazhdamusicandart.org

July 29-30 Vatra (bonfire), Ukrainian Homestead, 267-205-5524 or 
Lehighton, PA odwueventa@gmail.com

July 30 Ukrainian Heritage Festival, Holy Trinity Ukrainian Orthodox
Cheektowaga, NY Church, 716-684-0738 or www.holytrinitybuffalo.com  

July 30 Parish picnic, St. Vladimir Ukrainian Orthodox
Parma, OH Cathedral Parish Center,  www.stvladimirs.org

July 30 Benefit “Festive Dinner,” Friends of Ukrainian Catholic 
San Francisco University and the Ukrainian Catholic Education Foundation,
 University of San Francisco McLaren Conference Center, 
 800-599-3671

July 30 Ukrainian Seminary Day, St. Nicholas Picnic Grove, 
Primrose, PA www.seminaryday.org

July 31 through Ukrainian rag-doll course, with instruction by Olena 
August 1 Martyniuk, Grazhda Music and Art Center,
Jewett, NY 518-989-6479 or www.grazhdamusicandart.org

July 31 through Embroidery course, with instruction by Lubov Wolynetz
August 4 Grazhda Music and Art Center, 518-263-4670 or 
Jewett, NY melanieserbay@yahoo.com

July 31 through Folk singing course for children, with instruction by 
August 11 Anna Bachynsky and Melanie Serbay, Grazhda Music 
Jewett, NY and Art Center, 518-263-4670 or 
 melanieserbay@yahoo.com

August 2-3 Chamberfest, featuring “The Gamuts: Carissa 
Ottawa Klopouschak and Edwin Huizinga,” La Nouvelle Scene Gilles
 Desjardins, and the Gryphon Trio, featuring Roman Borys
 at Dominion-Chalmers United Church,
 www.chamberfest.com /concerts/2017-0726-05/

August 2-3 Petrykivka folk painting course, with instruction by 
Jewett, NY Olena Martyniuk, Grazhda Music and Art Center, 
 518-989-6479 or www.grazhdamusicandart.org
 
August 4-6 Canada’s National Ukrainian Festival, Selo Ukraina
Dauphin, MB Festival Grounds, www.cnuf.ca

August 4-6 Ukrainian Festival, Pokrova Ukrainian Catholic Church, 
Parma, OH www.pokrova-church.com

August 4 Art exhibit, “Domestic Disturbances,” Ukrainian Institute
Chicago of Modern Art, www.uima-chicago.org or 773-227-5522

August 5 Roma Pryma Bohachevsky Ukrainian Dance Camp 
Kerhonkson, NY recital, Soyuzivka Heritage Center, www.soyuzivka.com
 
August 5 President’s Cup soccer championship, Ukrainian Sports 
Horsham, PA  Federation of the U.S.A. and Canada, Ukrainian American
 Sports Center Tryzub, www.uscak.org or www.tryzub.org

Entries in “Out and About” are listed free of charge. Priority is given to events 
advertised in The Ukrainian Weekly. However, we also welcome submissions 
from all our readers. Items will be published at the discretion of the editors 
and as space allows. Please send e-mail to mdubas@ukrweekly.com.
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PREVIEW OF EVENTS
Sunday, August 27

HORSHAM, Pa.: The Ukrainian American 
Sport Center – Tryzub – will host the 26th 
annual Ukrainian Independence Folk 
Festival and Outdoor Summer Concert at 
Tryzubivka, County Line and Lower State 
roads, Horsham, PA 19044. Doors will open 
at noon. The outdoor summer concert in the 
park will begin at 1:30 p.m. It is an integrat-
ed, dynamic program titled “United Ukraine; 
United,” a collaborative effort of prior per-
formers: Voloshky Ukrainian Dance 
Ensemble, Iskra Ukrainian Dance Ensemble, 
violinist Innesa Tymochko Dekajlo and Vox 
Ethnika orchestra. Special guests include 
singer-songwriter Iryna Lonchyna from 
Ukraine and the Efsane Crimean Tatar 
Ensemble. A social dance to the live music of 
Vox Ethnika will follow at 4:30 p.m. 
Delicious Ukrainian foods and baked goods, 
picnic fare, cool beverages and refreshments 
will be plentiful. Vendors are welcome. An 
arts and crafts bazaar and a children’s fun 
area will be open all day. Admission: $15; 
students, $10; children under 15, free. 

Parking is free. For further information call 
267-664-3857, e-mail info@tryzub.org or 
visit www.tryzub.org. The sponsor is a 
501(c)(3) tax-exempt nonprofit charitable 
organization; proceeds benefit youth and 
adult amateur sports, and cultural, fraternal 
and community programs.

Saturday, September 23

CLIFTON, N.J . :  The Tamburitzans 
International Folk Ensemble will perform at 
4 p.m. at Clifton High School, located at 333 
Colfax Ave. With elaborate costumes and 
versatile musicians, singer and dancers, the 
repertoire is from Croatia, Greece, Bulgaria, 
Hungary, Poland, Romania, Russia, Serbia, 
Slovakia, Slovenia and Ukraine. The concert 
is being sponsored by Holy Apostles 
Orthodox Church located in Saddle Brook, 
N.J. Tickets for this family-friendly event are 
available for purchase at www.talentshad-
ows.events for $35 in advance and $40 at 
the door the day of the performance. For 
information visit www.holyapostlesnj.org 
and click on Tamburitzans, or e-mail event-
sholyapostles@gmail.com.

PREVIEW OF EVENTS GUIDELINES
Preview of Events is a listing of Ukrainian community events open to the public. It is a ser-
vice provided at minimal cost ($20 per listing) by The Ukrainian Weekly to the Ukrainian 
community. 
To have an event listed in Preview of Events please send information, in English, written 
in Preview format, i.e., in a brief paragraph that includes the date, place, type of event, 
sponsor, admission, full names of persons and/or organizations involved, and a phone 
number and/or e-mail address to be published for readers who may require additional 
information. Items must be no more than 100 words long. 
Preview items must be received no later than one week before the desired date of pub-
lication (i.e., they must be received by 9 am Monday morning). Please include payment for 
each time the item is to appear and indicate date(s) of issue(s) in which the item is to be 
published. Also, senders are asked to include the phone number of a person who may be 
contacted by The Weekly during daytime hours, as well as their complete mailing address. 
Information should be sent to preview@ukrweekly.com. When e-mailing, please do not 
send items as attachments – simply type the text into the body of the e-mail message. 
Preview items and payments may be mailed to: Preview of Events, The Ukrainian Weekly, 
2200 Route 10, P.O. Box 280, Parsippany, NJ 07054.


