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by Mark Raczkiewycz

CHICAGO – The looting that accompa-
nied protests over the death of a black sus-
pect while in police custody in Minnesota 
spilled over to the Ukrainian Village neigh-
borhood in Chicago on May 31-June 1. 

The establishments that were looted all 

sold liquor, except for a cell phone store 
and gas station that was struck two consec-
utive days. Two businesses – a fresh fruit 
and vegetables grocery and a liquor store – 
remained shuttered as of June 4. Those 
businesses were not owned by Ukrainians, 

Looting in Chicago reaches
Ukrainian Village neighborhood

(Continued on page 5)

Four years after murder, case has yet to be solved

by Roman Tymotsko

KYIV – On July 20, 2016, Belarusian-born 
Ukrainian journalist Pavlo Sheremet was 
driving to work when his car exploded. 
There were reports that the explosion was 
caused by a car bomb, and former Prose-
cutor General Yuriy Lutsenko described it as 
murder. Among the versions voiced almost 
immediately was that Russian intelligence 
services were involved. The determination 
of who was behind the assassination was 
declared a priority by Prosecutor General 
Yuriy Lutsenko, President Petro Poroshenko 
and Internal Affairs Minister Arsen Avakov. 

Nearly four years later, the murder case 
has yet to be solved.

Sheremet lived his last years in Kyiv, 
where he worked for the online news out-
let Ukrayinska Pravda and hosted a radio 
program. The New York Times described 
him as “known for his crusading reports 
about political abuses in Belarus” and “a 
thorn in the side of [President Alyaksandr] 
Lukashenka’s autocratic government.”

On December 12, 2019, President 
Volodymyr Zelenskyy and Mr. Avakov, who 
remains the internal affairs minister, took 
part in a National Police briefing on the 
Sheremet case. The police announced at 
that briefing that they had detained musi-
cian and veteran Andriy Antonenko, mili-
tary medic Yana Duhar and cardiac surgeon 
Yulia Kuzmenko as murder suspects. 

Representatives of the police reported 
that they had made more than 800 seizures 
of information during the investigation, 
interrogated more than 3,700 people, pro-
cessed 80 million telephone connections 
and information on 44,000 phone users, 
and reviewed recordings from 221 video 

cameras. According to the investigation, Ms. 
Duhar photographed the cameras on the 
eve of the murder, while Dr. Kuzmenko 
planted an explosive under the car together 
with Mr. Antonenko.

The court decided to detain Dr. 
Kuzmenko and Mr. Antonenko until the trial 
ends. Ms. Duhar was placed under house 
arrest. However, both the news media and 
the suspects’ lawyers found numerous 
inconsistencies in the investigators’ report, 
including a difference between the height of 
the suspects and the people who were 
recorded on video at the scene of the crime. 

Mr. Antonenko’s defense claims he is 
taller than the killer. Ms. Duhar’s lawyers 
insist she has an alibi confirmed by docu-
ments and witnesses, and that the exami-
nation on which suspicion is based is 
incomplete and biased. Dr. Kuzmenko also 
criticized the investigation as being flawed. 
According to the defense, at the time of 
Sheremet’s murder, Ms. Duhar was not 
acquainted with the other suspects; Dr. 
Kuzmenko and Mr. Antonenko had commu-
nicated with each other only a few times.

On May 25, the court decided to extend 
the detention of Mr. Antonenko and Dr. 
Kuzmenko, as well as the house arrest of 
Ms. Duhar. Veterans and civil society activ-
ists gathered that day in front of the 
Presidential Office to demand justice for 
the three after almost a half a year of pre-
trial detention and house arrest. 

According to the protesters, President 
Volodymyr Zelenskyy is politically respon-
sible for the investigation into the Sheremet 
murder after he joined a briefing by the 
Ministry of Internal Affairs in December 

Activists demand justice in Sheremet case

(Continued on page 14)

Protesters gathered by the Presidential Office on May 25 demand justice for suspects 
detained in the Pavlo Sheremet murder case.

Vladyslav Greziev

U.N. agency says children “urgently need peace”

UNICEF calls for ceasefire in eastern Ukraine

RFE/RL

The United Nations children’s agency is 
calling for all parties to the deadly conflict 
in eastern Ukraine to commit to a ceasefire 
and end more than six years of fighting, as 
an increase in shelling has resulted in 
numerous child casualties and damaged 
schools since the beginning of the year.

UNICEF said the surge in attacks com-
bined with restrictions of movement 
imposed to stem the spread of the corona-
virus is “making life even more unbearable” 
for the approximately 430,000 children 
caught up in the fighting between 
Ukrainian government forces and Russia-
backed separatists.

“It is unconscionable that children and 
families in eastern Ukraine are not only 
having to cope with the strict lockdown 
measures all families are struggling with 
across Europe, but also the constant threat 
that their homes could come under attack,” 
said Afshan Khan, UNICEF’s regional direc-
tor for Europe and Central Asia.

Children and families in eastern Ukraine, 
where the conflict has killed more than 
13,000 people since April 2014, “urgently 
need peace,” she added.

There have been 10 conflict-related child 
casualties since the beginning of this year – 
double the number of child casualties com-
pared to the same time period last year, 
UNICEF said in a press release on May 22.

During the first week of May, six children 
were wounded at home after their villages 
came under shelling. Three young girls, two 
of them sisters, age 7 and 10, and the other 
a friend, also age 7, were severely injured in 
one incident.

The U.N. agency also mentioned nine 
attacks on schools, including five in April. In 
one of them, a 17-year-old girl was wound-
ed by shrapnel while in her schoolyard.

“Emotional trauma”

The attacks occurred despite the fact 
that Ukraine in November 2019 became 

(Continued on page 15)

A mural depicting two women – an African American and a Ukrainian – is featured 
on the side of Mr. Brown’s restaurant and lounge, one of two black-owned businesses 

in the Ukrainian Village neighborhood of Chicago. 
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Calls grow for dismissal of Avakov

A 26-year-old woman was brought to a 
police station in the central Ukrainian town 
of Kaharlyk, where officers told her she 
would be questioned as a witness to an 
alleged theft. But according to the State 
Bureau of Investigation, two policemen 
covered her face with a gas mask and hand-
cuffed her, fired a gun over her head and 
then raped her several times on the night of 
May 23. A week later and just 90 kilome-
ters north, in a residential suburb of Kyiv, 
some 100 gunmen from two rival criminal 
gangs engaged in a shoot-out in broad day-
light. The melee, a video of which went 
viral, left several people wounded and 
spawned comparisons to the anarchic, 
hyper-violent video game “Grand Theft 
Auto” on social media. The incidents high-
light what critics of Ukraine’s formidable 
internal affairs minister, Arsen Avakov, say 
is his failure to reform the police and bring 
law and order to the country. They also add 
to a growing list of high-profile cases in 
recent years in which Ukrainian law 
enforcement agencies have been accused of 
involvement, negligence or botching the 
investigation on Minister Avakov’s watch. 
Now those critics say it’s time for Minister 
Avakov to go. Those expressing their desire 
for his ouster include members of civil soci-
ety, especially human rights groups and 
anti-corruption activists, and lawmakers, 
some of them from President Volodymyr 
Zelenskyy’s ruling party, Servant of the 
People. They argue that Mr. Avakov has 
abused his power for too long and failed to 
reform a law enforcement system that pri-
oritizes politics over protecting the public. 
“Let’s face it, he’s been the internal affairs 
minister for the past six years and six years 
is a long term, an amount of time that 
allows a person to make changes,” Inna 
Sovsun, a lawmaker from the Holos party 
who is pushing for Mr. Avakov’s removal, 
told RFE/RL. “If there was a chance he was 
going to do something, he would have done 
it already.” (Christopher Miller of RFE/RL)

Avakov: corruption at root of mass shooting

Ukrainian Internal Affairs Minister 
Arsen Avakov has said that a mass shooting 
incident in the town of Brovary near the 

capital is linked to corruption among Kyiv 
city and regional authorities. Mr. Avakov 
wrote on Twitter that 10 people were 
arrested and more are expected to be 
apprehended for their involvement in the 
shooting incident on May 29. “The shootout 
in Brovary this morning is an echo of cor-
ruption with regard to the definition of 
quotas for transportation services and the 
involvement of gangs in the war for passen-
ger routes... Executive authorities of Kyiv 
and the region... something is rotting,” Mr. 
Avakov tweeted. Earlier in the day, Mr. 
Avakov’s deputy, Anton Herashchenko, 
wrote on Facebook that three people were 
wounded in the shootout, which he called 
“a criminal settling of scores” between 
businesses providing transportation servic-
es with the involvement of local officials. 
“The [transportation] routes must be dis-
tributed legally and in a fair way, not under 
the table or for bribes,” Mr. Herashchenko 
wrote, adding that “a significant number of 
firearms was confiscated” from people 
involved in the shootout. Media reports 
quoted police in Brovary as saying that 
some 100 people, many from other regions 
of the country, were involved in the inci-
dent and that a probe into “hooliganism” 
had been launched. (RFE/RL’s Ukrainian 
Service)

Ukraine, Hungary seek to overcome impasse

Ukrainian Foreign Affairs Minister 
Dmytro Kuleba and his Hungarian counter-
part, Peter Szijjarto, have discussed Kyiv-
Budapest bilateral ties at a time Hungary is 
blocking NATO initiatives because of a 
restrictive language law in Ukraine. The 
May 29 trip to Budapest is Mr. Kuleba’s first 
non-virtual visit as foreign affairs minister 
since the introduction of restrictive mea-
sures to slow down the coronavirus pan-
demic. He assumed the post of foreign 
affairs minister in early March. The two 
ministers discussed investment and trade 
cooperation, joint efforts to implement 
infrastructure projects in Ukraine’s west-
ern region of Zakarpattia, where there is a 
sizeable Hungarian minority, and ways to 
further coordinate against the effects of the 
COVID-19 pandemic. At a press conference 

(Continued on page 10)
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by Paul Goble
Eurasia Daily Monitor

Moscow’s continuing efforts to reduce 
the Black Sea to the status of a de facto 
Russian lake (see Eurasia Daily Monitor, 
January 23) have forced Ukraine to seek 
increasingly inventive means of pushing 
back. Recently, some Ukrainian commenta-
tors have begun calling for a Timor Sea-
type resolution for the territorial delimita-
tion of the Black Sea that would involve 
Georgia and other littoral states as well as 
the Russian Federation (Svpressa.ru, May 
8). 

Additionally, some have called on Kyiv to 
come out strongly in favor of the position, 
floated by the Turkish government, that a 
new canal bypassing central Istanbul 
would not fall under the terms of the 1936 
Montreux Convention, effectively annulling 
that nearly century-old accord (Topcur.ru, 
May 9; see EDM, March 31).

These exchanges have so far remained 
mostly at the level of expert commentaries 
rather than official declarations. Yet, they 
provide a window into the thinking in Kyiv, 
where officials are clearly hopeful that they 
can invoke international law against the 
Russians (see EDM, November 12, 2015, 
March 1, 2017, June 12, 2018, May 30, 
2019). Moscow believes it can block any 
moves in that direction in either case. 
However, the act of publicly raising these 
“lawfare” ideas sets the stage for Ukraine to 
advance its position not only on those two 
issues but also, and perhaps most impor-
tantly, on the future status of Russian-
occupied Crimea. Indeed, a revision of 
Montreux cannot help but provide Ukraine 
with new possibilities to enlist Western sup-
port.

The first of these potential Ukrainian 
moves was signaled most prominently by 
Bohdan Ustimenko, the former deputy 
h e a d  o f  U k ra i n e ’ s  H yd ro g ra p hy 
Administration and a leading Ukrainian 
specialist on the legal issues surrounding 
the Black Sea. He recently argued that 
Ukraine, in order to secure a delimitation of 
the Black Sea, must insist on international 
backing for “forcible conciliation” in defin-
ing that body and, to this end, it must 
involve Tbilisi, which also has an interest in 
defining the sea border (Politnavigator.net, 
May 4). The first use of the international 
legal mechanisms Mr. Ustimenko favors – 
which is allowed for by the United Nations 
Convention on the Law of the Sea 
(UNCLOS) treaty – was in 2016, when U.N.-
mandated negotiations led to Australia rec-
ognizing a delimitation agreement with 
East Timor (Pca-cpa.org, April 11, 2016).

The Ukrainian expert argued that by 
invoking this precedent, “we will have 
more opportunities to show the interna-
tional community what is occurring in the 
Black Sea and how crudely Russia is violat-
ing our rights; and at the same time, this 
will allow us to more effectively achieve 
success in international bodies because the 
procedure of conciliation, in fact, takes 
place under the aegis of the United 
Nations” (Politnavigator.net, May 4).

The initial response from Moscow was 
outrage at the suggestion that the United 
Nations rules applied in this case, especial-
ly with regard to the Russian Federation. As 
some Russian commentators put it, Kyiv 
was simply continuing to plot how to divide 
up the Black Sea and leave Russia out, pos-
sibly hoping that it would obtain the back-

ing of the West in this “hopeless” and “ille-
gal” effort. Moreover, they critiqued 
Ukraine for its use of the word “concilia-
tion,” transliterated from English, which, 
they pointed out, does not exist in Russian 
(Politnavigator.net, May 4).

But other Russian specialists were less 
dismissive, noting that the Black Sea does 
need to be delimited between Russia and 
Ukraine and that “the more than 40” 
rounds of talks in the 1990s failed to reach 
any agreement. At the same time, they 
expressed doubts that any movement in 
this direction was possible at the moment. 
UNCLOS rules do allow for arbitration, but 
before they can be applied, Kira Sazonova 
of the Russian Academy of Economics and 
State Service says, there will have to be 
agreement on the status of Crimea because 
sea borders are defined relative to the own-
ership of the littoral areas. Given that Kyiv 
and Moscow have irreconcilable differenc-
es on that point, any talk of international 
hearings is, at a minimum, premature. 
Other Russian officials agree. Olga Kovitid, 
a senator in the Federation Council who is 
also a lawyer, argues that Kyiv must not 
only agree on the status of Crimea but 
restore the cooperation treaty it had earlier 
with Russia before it can hope for move-
ment on the sea border (Svpressa.ru, May 
8). Given this division, Moscow would seem 
well-positioned to block any moves toward 
a U.N. tribunal on the delimitation of the 
Black Sea.

In contrast, Ukraine has reason to be 
more hopeful about Turkey’s plans to pos-
sibly de facto annul the Montreux 
Convention as a result of its construction 
of a canal that does not pass through 
Istanbul and thus, some have argued, 
would not fall under the convention. The 
1936 convention limits the number and 
tonnage of naval vessels belonging to non-
littoral states in the Black Sea at any one 
time. Nikolai Mikhalchenko, the honorary 
president of the Ukrainian Academy of 
Political Sciences, speaks for many in Kyiv 
that abolishing or circumventing Montreux 
would be enormously beneficial to 
Ukraine. As such, he contends, the country 
should actively support Ankara, if the lat-
ter pushes to exclude the new bypass canal 
from Montreux’s limitations (Topcor.ru, 
May 9).

Russia’s attitudes toward Montreux are 
complicated. On the one hand, Moscow 
often argues that it is vital to the defense of 
the post-World War II order that the Putin 
administration wants enshrined perma-
nently (see EDM, October 1, 2019). But on 
the other hand, the Russian government 
dislikes those provisions of Montreux that 
some in Moscow see as limiting the 
Kremlin’s ability to project force into the 
Mediterranean; as such, it has considered 
seeking its modification (see EDM, April 2, 
23, 2019).

But now, seeing Ukraine’s possible 
moves to more closely coordinate its posi-
tion on the Black Sea and the Montreux 
Convention with Georgia as well as Turkey, 
Russia’s own position on Montreux is likely 
to harden. So for the foreseeable future, 
Moscow appears committed to backing the 
status quo rather than allowing Kyiv (or 
Ankara) to change anything.

The article above is reprinted from 
Eurasia Daily Monitor with permission from 
its publisher, the Jamestown Foundation, 
www.jamestown.org.

Kyiv and Moscow square off 
over legal arrangements for Black Sea
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Moscow orchestrates controversy between Bulgaria and Ukraine to weaken Kyiv
by Paul Goble

Eurasia Daily Monitor

Pro-Russian legislative deputies in 
Bulgaria and pro-Moscow ethnic-Bulgarian 
politicians in Ukraine on May 20 protested 
a decision by the Ukrainian government to 
redraw administrative borders in Odesa 
Oblast. The Kremlin-leaning ethnic-Bulgar-
ians who expressed their objection said the 
move was intended to divide their more-
than-200,000-strong community in that 
region and eliminate the possibility that 
they would be able to continue to send a 
(pro-Moscow) Bulgarian deputy to the 
Verkhovna Rada, the Ukrainian parliament. 

Moscow loyalists in both countries hope 
to trigger a serious conflict between Sofia 
and Kyiv. Tensions between the countries 
would make it more difficult for the 
Bulgarian authorities to support Ukrainian 
aspirations to join the North Atlantic Treaty 
Organization (NATO) and the European 
Union, thus forcing Kyiv to turn back in 
Moscow’s direction. This Russian-backed 
and -exploited controversy has touched off 
a diplomatic row between the two govern-
ments. 

But despite Moscow’s best efforts at fan-
ning the flames, for now the conflict looks 
unlikely to cause Kyiv to back down from 
its administrative reorganization plans or 
to encourage Sofia to oppose Ukrainian 
hopes for further integration with the West.

The lack of congruence between political 
and ethnic borders in Europe’s East has 
long been a notorious source of controver-
sy. Ukraine was a particular victim of this 
legacy, with, until recently, relatively large 
ethnic Russian communities in the south 
and east and sizeable (though numerically 
much smaller) Hungarian, Romanian and 
Bulgarian minorities in its west. 

In the south and east, Moscow has 
invaded; but in the west, it has instead 
relied on exploiting the nationalisms of 
these local minorities, both in their home-
lands and within Ukraine to weaken Kyiv 

and thus force it to accept Moscow’s pre-
ferred policies. Its efforts with regard to 
Hungarians are already quite well known 
(see Eurasia Daily Monitor, July 17, 2018). 
Now, Moscow is doing something rather 
similar with the Bulgarians.

The trigger in the latest incident was the 
Ukrainian decision earlier this year to 
divide up what had been a single district in 
Odesa Oblast into five, thus reducing the 
resident ethnic-Bulgarian majorities or plu-
ralities. This split and dilution of the 
Bulgarian community make it unlikely that 
pro-Moscow ethnic-Bulgarian National 
Deputy Anton Kisse will return to the 
Verkhovna Rada, where he has a long tradi-
tion of causing trouble on the Kremlin’s 
behalf (Dumskaya, May 20). 

In Sofia, 109 mostly nationalist or pro-
Russian deputies voted for a resolution 
demanding the Bulgarian authorities raise 
the issue with Kyiv. This total represented a 
sizeable minority within the 240-member 
body; most of the lawmakers, however, 
rather than casting a no vote, chose to 
abstain or did not participate in the roll call 
lest they anger the Bulgarian population 
(Parliament.bg, May 20).

Sofia ultimately did raise the issue, 
sparking a response from the Ukrainian 
Foreign Affairs Ministry, which not only 
criticized the intervention in Ukraine’s 
domestic affairs, but also pointed out that 
the charges leveled by the Bulgarian parlia-
mentary deputies were not true (Dsnews.
ua, May 20). The administrative changes 
are part of a countrywide reform, the min-
istry said; and they do not threaten the 
Bulgarian minority with any loss of institu-
tional support or with assimilation (Mfa.
gov.ua, May 20).

Russian media has been actively playing 
up this contretemps, and some of its argu-
ments, as well as those of pro-Moscow 
Bulgarians in Bulgaria and Ukraine, have 
ended up being repeated by Western news 
sources (Balkan Insight, May 21). The latter 
have treated this as a straightforward con-

troversy between Kyiv and Sofia over the 
handling of ethnic relations in Ukraine 
rather than as what it almost certainly is: 
an effort by the Russian government to ele-
vate a relatively small dispute into some-
thing larger (Politobzor.net, May 22). 

Indeed, the timing of these Bulgarian 
actions strongly suggest they are in 
response to growing indications that many 
in Sofia are today ever more supportive of 
Ukraine’s desire to join NATO and the 
European Union (Topcor.ru, May 23; Mei.
edu, May 21).

In an assessment of what is occurring, 
Kyiv-based political commentator Sergey 
Ilchenko says that the objections of the 
Bulgarians to Ukraine’s local self-adminis-
tration reform are baseless. Odesa’s 
Bulgarians will in fact benefit from these 
changes because they will have a larger 
voice in their own governance; and the new 
administrative borders should have been 
adopted long ago. These reforms have only 
two losers: pro-Moscow Verkhovna Rada 
National Deputy Kisse, who may not be 
able to win re-election because of the 
redrawn electoral districts, and the Russian 
politicians who have supported him for the 
trouble he has been capable of causing in 
the Ukrainian capital (Dsnews.ua, May 22).

Most Bulgarians in Bulgaria understand 
this, Mr. Ilchenko continues. That is why the 
majority of that country’s lawmakers did 
not support the resolution pushed by its 
nationalist and pro-Russian parties. To be 
sure, most were reluctant to openly vote 
against this action lest it be misunderstood 
by their constituencies. In turn, the 

Bulgarian government had little choice but 
to raise the issue as the parliamentary res-
olution demanded. Under the circumstanc-
es, Kyiv had to respond in tough language.

 Administrative divisions within Ukraine 
are its exclusive right to define, and the 
charges that these were an act of discrimi-
nation against local ethnic Bulgarians are 
baseless. According to Mr. Ilchenko, this is 
something that the Bulgarian community 
in Ukraine completely understands, except 
for “professional Bulgarians” like Mr. Kisse, 
who make careers by fanning ethnic sensi-
tivities.

Exactly what will happen next is uncer-
tain, the Kyiv commentator acknowledges. 
For Moscow and its professional Bulgarian 
allies, much is at stake. But a lot is at stake 
for Ukraine as well. Consequently, further 
developments will be most directly affected 
by how far Moscow wants to push this 
issue. The controversy may either soon fiz-
zle out as typical temporary bump in bilat-
eral relations between Kyiv and Sofia; or, 
with the Kremlin’s encouragement, it could 
swell into further protests by Bulgaria or 
by some Bulgarians in the Odesa region. 
The choice is really Moscow’s, and Kyiv has 
no option but to defend its position, espe-
cially as the reform is non-discriminatory 
and even works to the benefits of ethnic 
Bulgarians, except for a tiny few like Rada 
Deputy Kisse.

The article above is reprinted from 
Eurasia Daily Monitor with permission from 
its publisher, the Jamestown Foundation, 
www.jamestown.org.
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Quotable notes
In 2014, Moscow saw an opportunity to exploit a period of significant political 

change in Ukraine and launched a campaign to undermine the diplomatic process-
es, governance and territorial integrity of its sovereign neighbor, Ukraine. For more 
than six years, the Russian government has fueled the conflict in eastern Ukraine, 
threatening the lives of local civilians and degrading critical infrastructure on 
which millions depend for electricity and water. Despite the impact of COVID-19 
throughout the region, Russia’s aggression continues unabated.

Make no mistake – the conflict in eastern Ukraine is not “internal.” Ukrainians 
fought for their freedom in Kyiv’s central square through the hardest winter 
months of 2013 and 2014, demanding an accountable government. In an effort to 
undermine Ukraine’s embrace of democratic values and a path toward greater 
integration with Europe, the Russian government initiated this conflict – in an 
attempt – to bring Ukraine back under the influence of the Kremlin. 

You know, there was a time in the 1990s when the Russian people looked to the 
future, themselves embracing democratic values and a European path. Today an 
authoritarian Russia again seeks to dominate its neighbors. If the Kremlin ceased 
this harmful conduct, it would find the hand of friendship almost everywhere. 
Instead, the Russian government has its nation on a road that make it no friends.

The fact is the so-called proxy “authorities” in Russia-controlled eastern Ukraine 
would not exist without direct support from Moscow. These forces rely on Russian 
equipment and weaponry that has never been in service in the Ukrainian military. 
Multiple media and non-governmental organizations have documented the pres-
ence of high-tech electronic warfare systems, tanks and anti-air missile batteries in 
Ukraine, all of which could only have come from Russia. As we saw during last 
week’s [OSCE] Permanent Council meeting, Russia will go to great lengths to shift 
the blame for this conflict onto Ukraine and other participating states.

The full weight and responsibility for this conflict falls on the Kremlin. Neither 
the United States nor Ukraine nor any other member of this Permanent Council is 
responsible for the conflict in eastern Ukraine or the occupation and purported 
annexation of Crimea. …

Today we would like to call attention to the Russian government’s continuing 
conscription of individuals in Crimea into Russian armed forces, compelling per-
sons protected by the Fourth Geneva Convention to serve the forces of a hostile 
power is a grave breach of that convention.

…It is time for Russia to drop the charade, return full control of Crimea to 
Ukraine, and withdraw its forces and materiel from eastern Ukraine. Only then can 
it reclaim its place as a respected member of the society of nations, a goal it should 
want for a better future for its own citizens. …

– U.S. Ambassador James S. Gilmore III, addressing the Permanent Council of the 
Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe on May 28 in Vienna.

by Todd Prince
RFE/RL

When Ukraine’s PrivatBank filed a law-
suit in the United States against its former 
owner Ihor Kolomoisky one year ago, it 
claimed the tycoon had used a slew of 
anonymous shell companies registered in 
the U.S. state of Delaware to carry out what 
it called a “brazen” heist.

Mr. Kolomoisky and his partner 
Hennadiy Boholyubov used Delaware-
based limited liability companies (LLCs) – 
which are popular for their lack of benefi-
cial ownership disclosure requirements – 
to acquire U.S. businesses and properties 
worth hundreds of millions of dollars with 
stolen funds, the Kyiv-based bank claimed.

The men “have gone through great 
lengths to conceal their ownership and 
control over U.S. assets,” the lawsuit filed in 
Delaware’s Chancery Court on May 21, 
2019, said.

Two new bills now on their way through 
the U.S. Congress could make it much harder 
to do that – and easier for U.S. law enforce-
ment agencies to immediately identify own-
ers of shells, speeding up investigations.

Citing unnamed sources, the Daily Beast 

reported in April 2019 that the FBI has 
been investigating Messrs. Kolomoisky and 
Boholyubov for potential financial crimes, 
including money laundering.

Lax registration rules in states such as 
Delaware, Wyoming and New Mexico – 
which require less information to create a 
company than to get a library card – have 
helped turn the United States into a leading 
offshore haven for criminals and corrupt 
officials the world over, including from the 
former Soviet Union.

The Tax Justice Network, a British-based 
advocacy group, ranked the United States 
second only to the Cayman Islands in its 
2020 survey of the nations “most complic-
it” in allowing wealthy individuals and 
criminals to hide and launder money.

Now Congress is pursuing legislation to 
create a federal database of beneficial own-
ers of shell corporations and LLCs to com-
bat their abuse by criminal elements and 
corrupt officials. It comes amid a renewed 
global push for greater financial transpar-
ency following the 2016 publication of the 
Panama Papers – a leak of reams of secret 
legal documents and financial data that 

Can the U.S. slow the flow 
of dirty money from the ex-USSR?

(Continued on page 11)
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but a Polish-owned deli that reopened 
employs Ukrainians, who also make up a 
large portion of the clientele. 

Vandalism was seen at one condomini-
um unit in the neighborhood and no inju-
ries were reported.

Ukrainian American Myron Lewyckyj, 
the owner of the Tryzub Ukrainian restau-
rant, said the people who were “doing the 
looting were not acting out against racism, 
discrimination or police brutality – they 
were just opportunists.”

He noted that the places broken into 
were establishments where looters “could 
get the most goods… and liquor is a big 
draw.”

Tryzub was boarded up on June 1 as a 
precaution and in anticipation of a protest 
the following day along Chicago Avenue, 
the neighborhood’s main thoroughfare. 

The Chicago home office and the Chicago 
Northwest branch of the Selfreliance Federal 
Credit Union sent people home early twice 
during the week out of safety concerns and 
to allow them to obey the 9 p.m. curfew that 
Mayor Lori Lightfoot imposed, which 
remained in effect as of June 3. 

Protests and looting had erupted 
throughout the city and suburbs over the 
killing of George Floyd by a white police 
officer who pinned his neck under a knee 
for nearly nine minutes in Minneapolis on 
May 25. 

Earlier in the week, Minnesota Attorney 
General Keith Ellison elevated charges 
against the officer, Derek Chauvin, to sec-
ond-degree murder, court documents show. 
Three other police officers were charged as 

accomplices.
Regarding the looting, a June 1 internal 

intelligence assessment of the protests by 
U.S. Department of Homeland Security offi-
cials said most of the violence appears to 
have been driven by opportunists, Reuters 
reported. 

Chicago Police Superintendent David 
Brown said 240 people were arrested for 
looting and other violations during the first 
night of protests on May 31. 

Illinois Gov. J. B. Pritzker subsequently 
sent 375 Illinois National Guard members 
to the city upon Ms. Lightfoot’s request. 
About 100 State Police officers were also 
deployed to help Chicago officers. 

It was the first time the National Guard 
was deployed in Chicago to perform civil 
disturbance duties since the 1968 
Democratic Convention, Lt.-Col. Brad 
Leighton of the Illinois National Guard told 
The Ukrainian Weekly.

Mayor Lightfoot praised the mostly 
peaceful protests, which persisted on June 
3, and characterized the violence and 
destruction as “disgusting.”

This week she announced directives to 
reform the city’s police force within 90 days. 

In a rare prime-time address on June 2, 
the mayor said her “heart is broken over 
what has happened here in the city that I 
love.” She mentioned the death in Chicago of 
17-year-old Laquan McDonald in 2014 when 
police shot the unarmed teenager 16 times 
and after which the police chief was fired. 

The police reforms Ms. Lightfoot 
announced will include new police training 
“that incorporates citizen involvement,” 
according to WBEZ, the local public radio 
station. 

The Illinois Division of the Ukrainian 

Congress Committee of America (UCCA) 
issued a statement in support of the may-
or’s position to protect neighborhoods. 

“At this time, with our nation and our 
city on edge… challenged by unemploy-
ment and economic uncertainty, and the 
growing awareness of the systemic injus-
tice that inflicts unequal punishment on 
communities of color resulting in the cur-
rent street protests, the Ukrainian Congress 
Committee of America Illinois Division 
expresses its support for the steps taken by 
Chicago’s Mayor Lori Lightfoot and the 
Chicago Police Department to provide a 
sense of security and responsibility for our 
communities,” the organization’s vice-pres-
ident, Marta Farion, said on Facebook on 
June 2. 

She described the looters as “hired 
thugs.” 

“I condemn, first of all, how the African 
American man died in a horrific way and 
condemn bigotry that destroys America, 
including acts of violence that destroy our 
society because we live here, this our 
home,” Ms. Farion said. 

She cited the gentrification process that 
the Ukrainian neighborhood went through 
over the past 20 to 30 years, observing that 
black families have moved in and two black 
businesses are operating – a sign of the 
changing demographics. 

“Generally speaking, our Ukrainian 
Village is close to downtown and it is in 
much better shape… it has been voted as a 
neighborhood with the highest real estate 
prices,” Ms. Farion said. 

 Congressman Danny Davis (D- Ill.), 
whose district includes a large swath of the 
neighborhood, also issued a statement. 

“Martin Luther King once stated,” Rep. 

Davis said, “ ‘Injustice anywhere is a threat 
to justice everywhere.’ African American 
men want and demand the exact same 
pathway for fair and just treatment as any 
other American taxpayer.”

Racism runs deep in Chicago, according 
to activist and community development 
consultant Tacarra Birmingham. A former 
employee at the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture, she said the racism is fueled by 
“segregation through divided neighbor-
hoods, by class and income inequality.”

Ms. Birmingham added that she “doesn’t 
feel safe anywhere I go,” noting that she 
was once called a “big crazy black bitch” by 
a police officer. 

As a resident of West Humboldt Park, 
not far from the Ukrainian Village, she fre-
quently visits the neighborhood. “I feel 
much less danger in the Ukrainian Village… 
the folks in this neighborhood shy away 
from me; they’re not friendly,” Ms. 
Birmingham said. 

Once, while attending a festival in the 
neighborhood, she felt that “people look at 
you like you don’t belong here… they 
behave like it’s their festival and that I’m 
unwelcome.”

Ms. Farion of the UCCA said, “considering 
our own history of discrimination and being 
treated as second-class citizens by Russia 
and then the Soviet Union, we should be sen-
sitive to bigotry and discrimination.”

She said the Ukrainian community 
should “push for equal rights and equal 
treatment of all citizens.” 

Meanwhile, the front glass door of the 
Ukrainian Institute of Modern Art remains 
boarded up and Mr. Lewyckyj said he has 
plans to reopen his restaurant only “once 
the coast is clear.”

(Continued from page 1)

Looting...

Tacarra Birmingham, an activist and community devel-
opment and food programs consultant, is seated at 
Smith Park near the Ukrainian Village neighborhood of 

Chicago on June 2.

Rich’s Deli, a Polish-owned establishment, was looted on the evening of 
May 31 amid protests over the death of George Floyd, an African 

American who died in police custody in Minnesota earlier in May.

A banner hangs on a residential balcony on 
the corner of Thomas and Leavitt streets in 

the Ukrainian Village of Chicago. 

The Tryzub Ukrainian restaurant was boarded up on June 1 in anticipation 
of more looting and planned protests later in the week along Chicago 

Avenue in the Ukrainian Village of Chicago. The boarded-up entrance to the Ukrainian Institute of Modern Art in Chicago’s Ukrainian Village.

Mark Raczkiewycz
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Here we go again.
When President Donald Trump said on May 30 that he was postponing the annu-

al Group of Seven summit until September due to the coronavirus pandemic (it is the 
United States’ turn to host the annual G-7 meeting), he also announced that he want-
ed to invite Russia to rejoin the body of world leaders. “I don’t feel that as a G-7 it 
properly represents what’s going on in the world,” Mr. Trump said, adding, “It’s a 
very outdated group of countries.” He was referring to Canada, France, Germany, 
Italy, Japan, the United Kingdom and the U.S. Mr. Trump went on to suggest that 
Australia, India and South Korea also should be included as members; all of them by 
the way, are already members of the G-20.

Thankfully, both the United Kingdom and Canada reacted immediately and voiced 
their opposition to having Russia rejoin the exclusive group. British Prime Minister 
Boris Johnson said he would veto any plan to readmit Russia. Canadian Prime 
Minister Justin Trudeau stated that Russia’s “continued disrespect and flaunting of 
international rules and norms is why it remains outside of the G-7 and it will contin-
ue to remain out.”

Our readers will no doubt recall that Russia belonged to what was then called the 
G-8 in 1998-2014, but its membership was suspended after the invasion and annex-
ation of Ukraine’s Crimean peninsula. A joint statement said that the body would 
meet in the G-7 format “until Russia changes course and the environment comes 
back to where the G-8 is able to have a meaningful discussion.”

Back in June 2018, President Trump had said, “Whether you like it or not, and it 
may not be politically correct, but we have a world to run… They should let Russia 
come back in.” Last year in August, he again suggested that Russia should be readmit-
ted to the Group of Seven. “I think it’s much more appropriate to have Russia in,” Mr. 
Trump told reporters in the Oval Office. “I could certainly see it being the G-8 again.”

French President Emmanuel Macron and German Chancellor Angela Merkel both 
weighed in last summer, saying they had not seen a solution or progress on the 
Ukraine issue. The British prime minister stated: “… given Russia’s provocations, not 
just in Ukraine but many other places, I must say I am very much with Chancellor 
Merkel in thinking that the case has yet to be made out for Russia to return to the 
G-7.” Prime Minister Johnson also pointed to the Cold War-era-style poisonings of 
the Skripals in Salisbury, England.

So, what’s changed? Nothing. Back in August 2019 President Volodymyr 
Zelenskyy quite correctly wrote: “Since March 2014, when Russia was suspended 
from the G-8 nothing has changed. The Ukrainian Crimea is still occupied, the 
Ukrainian Donbas is still suffering from the war. …” Here we are, a year later, and 
President Zelenskyy’s comments remain pertinent.

Russia does not deserve an invitation to the G-7. After all, as the BBC points out, 
“The group regards itself as ‘a community of values,’ with freedom and human rights, 
democracy and the rule of law, and prosperity and sustainable development as its key 
principles.” Russia does not belong in this group of the world’s leading players. Period.

The Ukrainian Weekly

Seventy-five years ago, as The Ukrainian Weekly was going to 
press with its issue dated June 9, 1945, a press dispatch from San 
Francisco reported on the veto deadlock during negotiations that 
would eventually create the Security Council of what was to 
become the United Nations (then known as the United Nations 
Conference on International Organization). At the San Francisco 

Conference, the vast majority of the delegates supported the initiative of the United States 
for freedom of discussion. Opposing this was the Soviet delegation, representing the senti-
ments of its leader, Joseph Stalin, who supported a veto demand in the Security Council. 

“Anyone can readily see,” the dispatch said of the Soviet delegation that claimed to repre-
sent Ukraine, “that if Stalin has his way in this respect, the Ukrainian people will be the chief 
sufferers as a result, as then they will be deprived of the only peaceable means left them of 
improving their lot under Soviet or any other foreign domination and of striving to win for 
themselves true national sovereignty in place of the fiction of one that they now possess.”

The report also underlined that, if the Soviet veto demand was approved, Ukrainians 
within the borders of the Soviet Union would be unable to air their grievances before the 
international organization, but at least their kinsmen and friends abroad would be able to 
do it for them. As an example, the article cited that fact that, during the second world war, 
petition after petition was filed with the League of Nations outlining the violations of 
Ukrainian rights under Polish rule. 

Likening the League of Nations to a debate club, The Weekly noted that, for the most 
part, the League was prevented from any effective action in response to Soviet or Polish 
aggression against Ukraine, while the League provided a forum for some of these petitions 
to be formally discussed and for these issues to become more widely known. Ukraine, 
being subjugated to the Soviets during the San Francisco Conference and siding with 
Moscow’s demand for veto power, and as a newly admitted member of the United Nations, 
was not to blame for its actions, the report noted. “For those who profess to represent 
Ukraine there, namely the Soviet Ukrainian delegation, are in reality not her true repre-
sentatives. As individuals they may be estimable men, but they are mere puppets of the 
Kremlin, handpicked and bound to do exactly as told – or else. …The traditional policy of 
Moscow has always been a complete and ruthless negation of Ukrainian national rights 
and sovereignty,” it added.

This Kremlin policy and Russia’s veto power at the U.N. Security Council can be seen in 
action today in international forums, including the U.N., the Organization for Security and 
Cooperation in Europe, as well as the Normandy Four format. Russia continues to manipu-
late its occupied territories in the Donbas and uses its handpicked leaders as proxy negoti-
ators to disrupt Ukraine’s path toward peace, while attempting to force Ukraine and the 
international community to recognize these territories and their leaders as legitimate. 

Source: “The veto deadlock,” The Ukrainian Weekly, June 9, 1945.

June
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Turning the pages back...

by Halya Coynash
Kharkiv Human Rights Protection  

Group

Despite considerable hype from 
Ukraine’s President Volodymyr Zelenskyy 
and his administration, the last exchange of 
prisoners in April appears to have been a 
win for the Russian-controlled Donbas mil-
itants. It was they who dictated who would 
be released and how many, and they who 
have left themselves most of the POWs and 
civilian hostages, including people both 
they and Russia have used for anti-Ukraini-
an propaganda. 

Like Russia’s FSB, the militants in the so-
called Donetsk and Luhansk people’s 
republics (DPR and LPR) regularly produce 
videoed “confessions” that have almost cer-
tainly been tortured out of men who are 
totally under their control. Any such videos, 
claiming that men have deserted, feel aban-
doned or “have discovered” that there are 
no Russian soldiers or mercenaries in the 
Donbas, cannot be viewed as credible, with 
the same applying to degrading video 
stunts for Russian propaganda. All of this is 
in grave violation of the Geneva Convention 
on the Treatment of POWs. 

The following are just some of the POWs 
the Russian-controlled militants are refus-
ing to release.

Ihor Hordiychuk

Ihor Hordiychuk, a 37-year-old single 
father, joined the Ukrainian Armed Forces 
in 2015. His sister recalls his words at the 
time: “Who, if not I, will defend our land?”

He was taken prisoner by DPR militants 
on May 22, 2019, together with six other 
soldiers from the 53rd Mechanized Brigade. 
It is not clear when one of the men, Roman 
Bespaly, was killed; the militants first tried 
to hide his body, only handing it over 
towards the end of 2019. Four of the men 
were released in stages, including Viktor 
Shaidov, one of the two POWs (together 
with Mykola Hrynenko) released in the 
April 16 exchange. Hordiychuk and Pavlo 
Korsun, who is also 37, remain in captivity, 
with Hordiychuk’s mother, who is looking 
after his 10-year-old son Maksym, desper-
ately trying to secure her son’s release. 

Yurii Diachenko

A 30-year-old serviceman from the 24th 
Mechanized Brigade, Yurii Diachenko was 
captured by one of the illegal armed groups 
near occupied Maryinka in the Donetsk 
oblast on July 28, 2018. Mr. Diachenko is 
from Vinnytsia, and had only signed up as a 
contract soldier two months earlier. The first 
information about him came from Kim 
Duvanov, a fellow POW released in the 
December exchange, who spent several 
months in the same basement of the Donetsk 
SIZO (remand prison) as Mr. Diachenko. The 
latter explained that he had been abducted 
during the night of July 27 to 28. He recount-
ed that he had lost consciousness, though 
why is unclear, and that when he came to 
he was wet and covered in dirt, as though 
he’d been dragged through the mud. 

He says that he was held separately and 
tortured for a month before being moved to 
the SIZO. 

Svitlana Diachenko spent a year and a 
half frantically trying to find out what had 
happened to her son. The family only 
learned that he was alive a month before 
Mr. Duvanov’s release, when a person iden-
tifying himself as a lawyer phoned and said 
that he was “defending” Mr. Diachenko dur-
ing “court hearings” and that his name was 

on the exchange list.
It was later learned that a so-called DPR 

court had sentenced him to 13 years’ 
imprisonment – yet another breach of the 
Geneva Convention, since he was evidently 
a prisoner of war. He was not, however, 
released, neither in December 2019, nor in 
the April exchange. It is not even known 
where he is now imprisoned.

Vitaly Chmil

Vitaly Chmil, 35, is from the Mykolaiv 
36th Naval Infantry Brigade. He disap-
peared on May 2, 2018, near frontline 
Shyrokyne. The Armed Forces immediately 
concluded that Mr. Chmil had decided to 
change sides. Then on May 23, the “DPR 
news agency” produced a video during 
which Mr. Chmil says that he was declared 
a deserter after he was taken prisoner and 
that the militant command and the Kyiv 
authorities couldn’t care less about them. 
He then went on to repeat the same propa-
ganda lines that POWs have been forced to 
repeat, such as that there are no mercenar-
ies in the Donbas.

Such videos are produced while men are 
under the total control of militants who 
know how to apply torture without leaving 
evident marks. There is no proof that this 
was the case here, but in most cases where 
POWs or civilian hostages have been 
released, they have confirmed that any such 
“confessions” were not given voluntarily.

Mr. Chmil’s wife, Oksana, and his mother 
are both adamant that he could not have 
betrayed his country and defected to the 
DPR. 

Ihor Myronchuk

Ihor Myronchuk, 44, a professional sol-
dier from the Uzhhorod-based 128th 
Mountain Assault Brigade, has been defend-
ing Ukraine in the Donbas since early 2014. 
In his case, there seems absolutely no doubt 
that his part in the video “confession” and 
other stunts produced by the DPR militants 
after his capture on February 9, 2019, was 
anything but voluntary. 

Mr. Myronchuk had been wounded sev-
eral times, but kept returning to the front. 
His sister-in-law, Olha Myronchuk, says 
that he often repeated that he had to 
defend his country, and that if it were not 
for the lads at the front, the enemy could 
already be in our home. Mr. Myronchuk 
received several presidential and other 
awards – Defender of the Motherland, For 
Courage, For Honorable Service.

The propaganda videos were widely 
used both by the militants and by Russian 
propaganda media, and it was evident that 
Mr. Myronchuk had been forced to repeat 
standard elements of Moscow’s narrative 
about the conflict in the Donbas, as well as 
claims about supposed abuse of alcohol 
and drugs in the Ukrainian Armed Forces.

Roman Onishchuk

In Roman Onishchuk’s case, as in all of 
those described here, it is his mother, 
Halyna Onishchuk, who has refused to give 
up fighting for her son’s return home. Her 
suffering and, of course, that of her son 
have been the longest, since Mr. Onishchuk 
was taken prisoner by illegal armed groups 
in the so-called Luhansk people’s republic 
back in June 2015. It was only with the 
major exchange of prisoners in December 
2017 that his mother and the Defense 
Ministry of Ukraine received any confirma-
tion that he was alive. It is of major concern 
that the militants are so secretive about his 
whereabouts.

POWs tortured for defending Ukraine
and for Russian propaganda purposes

Russia and the G-7

 COMMENTARY
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Dear Editor:

This spring, the world marked the 34th 
anniversary of the Chornobyl disaster while 
coping with the coronavirus pandemic. It is 
worth considering some parallels with 
Chornobyl as we consider the U.S. govern-
ment’s response to this current disaster.

The Soviets tried to cover up the scope 
of the devastation caused by Chornobyl’s 
massive radiation release. Communist offi-
cials delayed evacuations and refused to 
cancel May Day parades where thousands 
of adults and children were needlessly 
exposed to dangerous levels of radiation.

Over 600,000 clean-up workers were 
sent to the disaster site. Most were never 
given basic protective equipment. Years 
later, there was no systematic effort to 
track their health. 

Western agencies like the International 
Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA), also down-
played the disaster, claiming only 36 people 
died as a result. Instead of investigating 
birth defects and cancers, the Soviets and 
the IAEA blamed the Western media, 
“radiophobia” and hysteria for widespread 
reports of serious health effects. Eventually, 
the World Health Organization (WHO) 
exposed the IAEA’s cover-up by showing 
that the rate of thyroid cancer among chil-
dren downwind from Chornobyl was 80 
times higher than normal.

The people of Ukraine were outraged by 
their government’s disinformation which 
exposed their children to deadly radiation. 
This inspired the Zelenyi Svit (Green 
World) environmental movement – a fore-
runner of Rukh that shook the very founda-
tions of totalitarianism.

The acclaimed HBO series “Chernobyl” 
offers a grim portrayal of the human cost, 

and the heroic scientists who sought to 
reveal the truth.

We can only guess how many people 
died as a result of Chornobyl. By late May of 
this year, U.S. deaths from the coronavirus 
reached 100,000 – nearly twice the U.S. 
death toll in Vietnam. These deaths 
occurred in a matter of weeks, while the 
Vietnam War lasted 10 years.

There are still apologists trying to down-
play this disaster. President Donald Trump 
delayed his response for weeks, dismissing 
the novel coronavirus as a “hoax” that 
would disappear like a “miracle.” 

During the Ebola crisis in 2014, 
President Barack Obama acted immediate-
ly to keep Ebola from reaching our shores. 
He sent U.S. medical brigades to West 
Africa led by health experts like Dr. Boris 
Lushniak, Chicago’s proud son of Ukrainian 
immigrants. These efforts limited Ebola’s 
death toll to 11,300 worldwide. Only two 
Americans died of Ebola.

 Meanwhile, President Trump expects 
praise for a feckless response that contrib-
uted to the loss of nearly 100,000 
American lives.

In responding to COVID-19, the leaders 
of Germany, South Korea, Hong Kong and 
India relied on scientific expertise. Instead 
of disinformation and political spin, they 
implemented protective policies that limit-
ed their countries’ death rate to a small 
fraction of the debacle we’ve witnessed in 
the U.S.

Ukraine’s Chornobyl survivors were 
browbeaten by decades of Soviet propa-
ganda. Yet they still mustered enough cour-
age and common sense to denounce 
Mikhail Gorbachev’s lies. 

We in the U.S. should likewise demand 
the truth and refrain from whitewashing 
our president’s shameful record on the 
coronavirus pandemic.

Andrij Skyba
Harwood Heights, Ill.

Has coronavirus become
Trump’s Chornobyl?

 LETTER TO THE EDITOR

It was a hot summer day at Harper’s 
Ferry National Historical Park. Rangers gave 
talks about abolitionist John Brown’s ill-fat-
ed 1859 raid on the U.S. armory – one of the 
chain of events leading to the U.S. Civil War 
two years later. Volunteers enacted Union 
and Confederate recruitment. Our visitor, a 
Ukrainian historian, donned a Union uni-
form and “enlisted.” This, he remarked 
approvingly, was “patriotic education.”

“Patriotism,” derived from Latin “patria” 
– literally fatherland, itself derived from 
“pater,” father – is love of country. As the 
late Roger Scruton remarks, “in normal 
parlance a patriot esteems not only the 
institutions of a state but also, more espe-
cially, the people governed by those institu-
tions, and the language, history and culture 
that is theirs.” Patriotism can also involve 
an attachment to a place, a territory, a land-
scape and its climate. (Scruton, “A 
Dictionary of Political Thought,” s.v. 
“Patriotism”) As a sentiment based on love, 
it is distinguishable from chauvinism, jin-
goism, and xenophobia.

When did patriotism arise? As an exten-
sion of the natural love for one’s family, it 
may be as old as humankind itself – though 
the precise nature of Fred Flintstone’s alle-
giance to Bedrock is lost in the mists of pre-
history. It was certainly known to the 
ancients. Pericles famously extolled Athens, 
and Horace wrote “it is sweet and fitting to 
die for one’s country” (though a later poet, 
Wilfred Owen, bitterly disagreed). 
“Democratic patriotism,” a distinguished 
British historian tells us, was born simulta-
neously in Scotland and Switzerland in the 
1290s (G.M. Trevelyan, A Shortened History 
of England, 1987, 177-78). Citizens of Italian 
city-states adored their patria. The jilted 
exile Dante Alighieri’s love-hate relationship 
with his native Florence is legend.

Was Prince Ihor a patriot of Kyivan Rus’? 
The “Slovo o Polku Ihoreve” would suggest 
so – though the late Edward Keenan main-
tained that it was the concoction of an 
18th-century Czech philologist who want-
ed to give the newly minted “Russia” what 
France and Spain already had – a medieval 
(yet) national epic. Were the Ukrainian 
Kozaks patriots? If so, what was their 
patria – the Zaporozhian Sich (wherever it 
might be located at the moment), the 
Kozak Host of 1649, the Hetmanate, 
Sloboda Ukraine? Modern patriotism 
infused the American and French revolu-
tions, which were both bound up with 
democracy and the nation-state. Central 
and East European patriotism owes much 
to the 19th century Romanticism that 
inspired the “Spring of Nations” in 1848. 
Poets like Taras Shevchenko aroused the 
“national awakening,” when the sleepy 
Slavs became “woke” patriots. 

Today’s patriotism presents some diffi-
cult questions. Is it consistent with true his-
tory? American schools have reportedly 
switched from glorifying their historical 
past to exposing its dark side: genocide, 
slavery, racism, imperialism, oppression of 
women and so on. But even a balanced 
view of history might leave one less than 
enthusiastic about one’s country. Ukraine 
has not quite caught up with progressive 
American education. Its historians are still 
busy constructing counterweights to Soviet 
distortions. Thus, while Bohdan Khmelny-
tsky, once revered for his Russian choice, is 
now regarded with ambivalence, the “bour-
geois nationalists” Symon Petliura and 

Stepan Bandera have been rehabilitated. 
What happens when Ukrainian students 
confront a national history in black as well 
as white, with plenty of grey areas? Will 
awareness of peasant exploitation, Jewish 
pogroms, Nazi and communist collabora-
tion, and ethnic cleansing of Poles extin-
guish their patriotism? Not necessarily. 
More likely it will simply mature: not the 
starry-eyed infatuation of the ingenue, but 
the wiser love born of sympathy and 
understanding. 

In this season between Memorial Day 
and Independence Day, some of us may 
wonder whether one can be both a 
Ukrainian and an American patriot. Why 
not? Patriotism is not the same thing as 
loyalty or citizenship, which cannot really 
be divided (despite the slippery notion of 
“dual citizenship”). Love may not be divisi-
ble, but it can be hierarchical: one can love 
the land of one’s forebears as one loves a 
grandmother, and the land of one’s birth or 
citizenship as one loves one’s mother. 

Some think of patriotism as “conserva-
tive.” But it is just as easily classified as “lib-
eral,” given the origins of both the U.S. and 
Ukraine in liberal political thought. It can 
even be socialist. Most of the leaders of the 
Ukrainian People’s (sic) Republic of 1917-
1921 were, after all, socialists of some sort. 
Joseph Stalin’s brand of Marxism-Leninism 
stressed Soviet patriotism. But genuine 
Marxism, which claims that “the working-
men have no country” (“Communist 
Manifesto,” 1848), cannot be reconciled 
with patriotism. Nor, ultimately, can global-
ism, understood as an ideology aspiring to 
a single world government.

Is  patr iot ism consistent  with 
Christianity? In phrases like “for God and 
country,” we associate the two. In western 
Ukraine, where the Ukrainian Greek-
Catholic Church supported the national 
movement, this was natural, as it is in the 
U.S. But it was not always and everywhere 
so: Italian patriotism, for example, could be 
vehemently anti-clerical. A conflict also aris-
es when patriotism leads to hatred of other 
nations. Thus, Metropolitan Andrey 
Sheptytsky condemned militant secular 
nationalism, contrasting it with Christian 
patriotism. It is inconsistent, after all, to 
advocate love of one’s own land and people 
without respecting others’ love of theirs. 

If a Christian can be a patriot, can a paci-
fist? Doesn’t patriotism promote war? 
Certainly war provokes patriotism. 
Napoleon’s invasions were a catalyst for 
German, Italian, Spanish and Russian patri-
otism. These were defensive, but certainly 
not pacifist. A Trotskyite once challenged 
me to reconcile Christianity, which he 
assumed to be pacifist, with Ukrainian 
nationalism. Wouldn’t a true Christian have 
let the Bolsheviks (under his hero Trotsky) 
roll into Ukraine unopposed? This forced 
me to do some rethinking. I could not 
accept the pacifism of the Mennonites, for 
example, which compelled them to stand 
by as pogromists raped their wives and 
daughters during the Russian civil war. I 
ultimately found an answer in “just war” 
theory, which under certain conditions 
allows for defensive war. For a pacifist 
Ukraine would surely end up as it was for 
centuries: a colonized territory of subservi-
ent serfs. Consider Donbas.

Woke patriotism

Andrew Sorokowski can be reached at 
andrewsorokowski@gmail.com.

IN THE PRESS: MH17 case,
Biden scandal in Ukraine

“New evidence reinforces the suspi-
cion that Russia was behind the 
downed MH17 plane,” editorial, The 
Washington Post, May 4 (https://www.
washingtonpost.com/opinions/global-
opinions/the-mh17-evidence-points-to-
russia-how-much-longer-will-putin-deny-
it/2020/05/04/7b2655f2-8bd5-11ea-
ac8a-fe9b8088e101_story.html):

…Russia has for several years insisted it 
did not shoot down MH17. The Kremlin 
tried all manner of tricks to lay the blame 
on Ukraine. The body of evidence, howev-
er, clearly points to Russia, and now a new 
piece of evidence reinforces that suspi-
cion. The open-source investigative group 
Bellingcat, along with its Russian partner 
the Insider and the McClatchy Washington 
Bureau, reports that a high-ranking offi-
cial of the Russian Federal Security 
Service, or FSB, oversaw the separatists 
and deployment of the missile. They have 
identified him as Col. Gen. Andrey 
Ivanovich Burlaka, chief of the operational 
staff of the FSB’s Border Service and one 
of the most senior officers in the FSB…

The international investigators and 
Bellingcat have scrutinized intercepted 
telephone conversations during the peri-
od before and after the shoot-down. 
Over and over again, they heard refer-
ence to a shadowy FSB officer, “Vladimir 
Ivanovich.” According to Bellingcat, the 

officer at the start of July 2014 “was 
already in a crucial role supervising mili-
tant activities” in the separatist region 
“and authorizing the flow of weapons 
across the border.” …

The findings suggest President 
Vladimir Putin’s regime was overseeing 
the separatists at the time the Russian 
missile was fired at the airliner.

Mr. Putin, a former director of the FSB, 
surely knows exactly what happened. Yet 
when asked two years ago whether a 
Russian missile could have destroyed the 
plane, Mr. Putin said, “Of course not.” 
How much longer will Russia continue to 
deny that it bears responsibility for this 
awful crime?

No, there’s still no Biden-Ukraine 
scandal,” editorial, The Washington 
Post, May 23 (https://www.washington-
post.com/opinions/no-theres-still-no-
biden-ukraine-scandal/2020/05/22/628 
ce78e-9c5d-11ea-ad09-8da7ec214672_
story.html):

…Out of Ukraine this week came 
audio recordings that have every appear-
ance of a Kremlin scheme to tar pre-
sumptive Democratic nominee Joe Biden. 
The president’s son, Donald Trump Jr., 
who welcomed Russian aid against 

(Continued on page 15)
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“Adriatic Dream Cruise” enjoyed by group of 64 travelers

As loyal readers of The Ukrainian Weekly 
know, each year for over two decades, we 
have produced the special supplement called 
“A Ukrainian Summer.” This popular feature 
of our newspaper usually includes travel sto-
ries from Ukraine and beyond. This year’s 
supplement, which was scrubbed due to the 
worldwide coronavirus pandemic, would 
have included the travel story below. We pub-
lish it here for our readers’ enjoyment. (Let’s 
all hope for a better summer next year.)

by Irena Sawchyn Doll

The departure gate at Newark Airport 
for the flight to Rome was teeming with 
friends and acquaintances greeting each 
other with exclamations of welcome as this 
group of travelers gathered for the first leg 
of the 12-day “Adriatic Dream Cruise,” orga-
nized by Zenia Brozyna of Zenia’s Travel 

Club. We were the contingent that chose to 
arrive in Rome on September 24, 2019, for 
three days of extra sightseeing in Rome 
before we joined the rest of the 64 tour 
members to begin our cruise. 

The cruise encompassed an exciting pro-
gram of shore visits to several cities along 
the eastern Adriatic coast, followed by stops 
in Greece, Malta and Italy. Our vessel was 
Holland America’s the MS Koningsdam, a 
relatively new cruise ship that was launched 
only three years before. The members of 
our group came from different regions of 
United States, including Michigan, Florida, 
Texas and the eastern states, as well as folks 
from Ontario; most had the common tie of 
being of Ukrainian descent. 

Our home base in Rome was the central-
lylocated Hotel Massimo, which was the 
starting point for the Rome-based private 
tours organized by Ms. Brozyna. The first of 

these was an all-day tour that started at the 
Papal Palace and Gardens of Castel 
Gandolfo, which overlooked a mountain 
lake and was the summer home of popes. 
The group lunched in the stunning gardens, 
followed by a guided tour of the Papal 
Palace. Many popes had kept their favorite 
souvenirs at this palace, and the viewers 
were touched to see a Ukrainian wood-
carved box, or “rizblena kasetka,” among 
these artifacts. A visit to the Frascati vine-
yards with a wine tasting concluded a per-
fect Italian experience. All of this just a half-
hour drive from Rome.

The second Rome tour was to the 
Ukrainian Catholic Basilica Santa Sofia (St. 
Sophia), built by Patriarch Josyf Slipyj, 
which served as the mother church for 
Ukrainian Catholics while Ukraine was 
under Soviet domination. In a private tour 
of the basilica’s interior, our visitors saw 

stunning gold mosaics that totally covered 
the walls and ceilings. The day concluded 
with a walking tour of the Vatican, the 
Sistine Chapel and St. Peter’s Basilica – 
always breathtaking. 

Once we arrived at Civitavecchia, the 
port for Rome, we were all very excited to 
start our cruise and explore our home for 
the next 12 day. The MS Koningsdam was 
modern and spacious, with many athletic 
courts, two pools, a large theater, several 
nightclubs and many bars. It was good to 
know about all the amenities, even though 
we were going to be busy in ports for nine 
of the 12 cruise days. 

Our first full day on board was “at sea” 
and included two events unique to Zenia 
Travel’s cruises that appealed to our 
Ukrainian heritage and fostered a friendly 

 Sightseeing at the Vatican Museum.

Vyshyvanka Night – a visual attraction for all cruisers on the ship.

A visit to the Franciscan Church, Library, Pharmacy and Monastery in Old Town 
Dubrovnik, Croatia.

Attending an unforgettable evening performance of Croatian Folk Dance.

During a guided tour of St. Sophia Ukrainian Catholic Church and Museum in Rome.

Off the beaten path at a family-run, 300-year-old renovated olive oil mill in the 
Konavle Valley of Croatia.

Zenia Brozyna

(Continued on page 13)
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after the talks, Mr. Kuleba said that “the time 
has come to open a new chapter in bilateral 
relations, find mutually beneficial solutions, 
double our efforts for the benefit of our peo-
ple, countries and the continent in general.” 
Foreign Affairs Minister Szijjarto said that 
his country is also looking forward to 
developing closer ties with Ukraine, 
expressing hope that the issue of Ukraine’s 
laws on education and languages will be 
resolved, paving the way for better under-
standing. Hungary has been blocking NATO 
initiatives aimed at building closer ties with 
Ukraine since September 2017 in response 
to a new language law that overturned leg-
islation allowing minorities in Ukraine to 
introduce their languages in regions where 
they represent more than 10 percent of the 
population. The Parliamen tary Assembly of 

the Council of Europe (PACE) criticized the 
new law, saying it “does not appear to 
strike an appropriate balance between the 
official language and the languages of 
national minorities.” Mr. Szijjarto said, “We 
do not want to keep blocking [NATO initia-
tives], our goal is to reach agreements. We 
want to close all discussions related to 
[Ukraine’s] law on education and language, 
and we want to reach a solution that will be 
acceptable for Hungarians [in Ukraine’s 
western Zakar pattia region].” Mr. Kuleba 
also passed Ukrainian President Volodymyr 
Zelens kyy’s invitation to Hungarian Prime 
Minister Viktor Orban to visit Ukraine. 
(RFE/RL’s Ukrainian Service, with reporting 
by Ukrinform, Hungary Today and 
Ukrayinska Pravda)

Ukrainian and German diplomats confer

Ukrainian Foreign Affairs Minister 
Dmytro Kuleba has discussed the ongoing 
conflict with Russia-backed separatists in 

eastern Ukraine, Kyiv’s relationship with 
NATO and the issue of Russia-annexed 
Crimea with German officials during a one-
day visit to Berlin. At a joint press confer-
ence after the talks on June 2, Mr. Kuleba 
and his German counterpart, Heiko Maas, 
said they had agreed to accelerate the 
implementation of agreements reached in 
Paris in December 2019 during talks held 
in the so-called Normandy format, a diplo-
matic process involving Ukraine, Russia, 
Germany and France to end fighting in east-
ern Ukraine. Foreign Affairs Minister Maas 
also said that Germany will continue to 
support Ukraine in the European Union as 
well as Kyiv’s ties with NATO. Germany’s 
top diplomat stressed the importance of 
ending fighting in the eastern Ukrainian 
regions of Donetsk and Luhansk, known as 
the Donbas, some parts of which have been 
controlled by Moscow-supported separat-
ists since April 2014. More than 13,000 
people have been killed since the beginning 
of the conflict, including some 50 Ukrainian 
soldiers killed this year. Mr. Maas also 
pushed for more crossing points along the 
demarcation line in the Donbas, pointing 
out that the current five such points along 
the 400-kilometer line of contact are not 
enough. He also said it was important to 
continue demining operations in the con-
flict zone and stated that “all sides need 
compromises.” Mr. Kuleba said that Kyiv 
wants peace in the Donbas, but such peace 
should not lead to “crossing the red lines,” 
which “are national security, sovereignty 
and territorial integrity of Ukraine.” Mr. 
Kuleba also addressed the importance of 
providing access to the International 
Committee of the Red Cross for Ukrainians 
illegally held in Russia-annexed Crimea. He 
separately mentioned dozens of Crimean 
Tatars held in Crimea and in Russia, saying 
Moscow is carrying out an “intentional pol-
icy” of persecution against the Muslim 
Turkic-speaking people of Crimea, the 
majority of whom opposed the peninsula’s 
annexation by Russia in 2014. (RFE/RL’s 
Ukrainian Service)

EU releases 500 M euro loan to Ukraine

The European Commission (EC) has 
approved the disbursement of the second 
and final 500 million euro ($555 million 
U.S.) tranche of its macro-financial assis-
tance to Ukraine. The EC, the executive arm 
of the European Union, said on May 29 that 
the money will be paid out in the coming 
fortnight after Brussels noted its satisfac-
tion with Ukrainian reforms in several sec-
tors, including banking, energy and health 
care. The first tranche, also worth 500 mil-
lion euros, was released in December 2018. 
With the latest installment, the EU has pro-
vided Kyiv with 3.8 billion euros of macro-
financial assistance loans since 2014, when 
Russia illegally annexed Ukraine’s Crimean 
peninsula and started backing militants in 
a war in the eastern part of the country that 
has killed more than 13,000 people. This 
summer, the bloc is also expecting to dis-
burse a separate loan worth 1.2 billion 
euros to Ukraine to help the country with 
the economic fallout of the coronavirus 
pandemic. Earlier on May 29, Ukrainian 
Prime Minister Denys Shmyhal said that he 
expects the International Monetary Fund 
(IMF) to approve a $5 billion loan package 
for the country next week. (RFE/RL)

Ukraine reports 25,411 COVID-19 cases

As of June 4, Ukraine had 25,411 labora-
tory-confirmed COVID-19 cases. A total of 
588 new cases were confirmed over the 
past day, according to the data of the 
Coronavirus Epidemic Monitoring System; 
the previous day 483 coronavirus cases 
were confirmed. Twelve new deaths were 
recorded in the past 24 hours, it was 
reported on June 4. Ukraine also reported 
10,440 recoveries. The highest number of 

coronavirus cases in the last 24 hours was 
recorded in Kyiv city (77) and Lviv region 
(85). (Ukrinform)

Some regions not ready for eased restrictions

As of June 4, eight regions of Ukraine and 
Kyiv city do not meet all the necessary crite-
ria for easing quarantine measures intro-
duced to prevent the coronavirus spread. 
According to data provided by the 
Ukrainian Health Ministry, the Volyn, 
Dnipropetrovsk, Donetsk, Zhytomyr, 
Luhansk, Lviv, Rivne and Chernivtsi regions 
and the city of Kyiv are not yet ready to ease 
lockdown restrictions. The ministry 
explained that these regions have a high 
incidence rate (the total number of new 
COVID-19 cases in the past seven days per 
100,000 population), high occupancy of 
beds in hospitals and low coverage of the 
population by coronavirus testing. As 
reported, the Cabinet of Ministers on May 
20 had decided to move to a so-called adap-
tive lockdown model from May 22 to June 
22. (Ukrinform)

Kuleba: No special status for Donbas

Ukraine is ready for reasonable compro-
mises on the settlement of the conflict in the 
Donbas but will not agree to any special sta-
tus according to the Russian scenario, 
Ukrainian Foreign Affairs Minister Dmytro 
Kuleba said on June 4 on his Facebook page, 
while commenting on the results of his visit 
to Berlin for talks with German Foreign 
Affairs Minister Heiko Maas. “We will not 
enter into a direct dialogue with occupation 
administrations. We will not accept the 
Kremlin-invented federalization. We will 
not make concessions in the border issue, 
the withdrawal of Russian troops, and the 
disbandment of occupation administra-
tions,” Mr. Kuleba said. He said Ukraine con-
tinues to demonstrate its readiness to make 
reasonable compromises on the specifics of 
local self-government after the return of 
temporarily occupied territories to Ukraine. 
“But we will never agree to any special sta-
tus according to the Russian scenario, with 
the right to veto nationwide decisions and 
other requirements that undermine our 
sovereignty,” he said. (Ukrinform)

New vice PM for Eurointegration

The Verkhovna Rada on June 4 appoint-
ed Olha Stefanishyna as Ukraine’s vice 
prime minister for European and Euro-
Atlantic integration, with 255 lawmakers 
voting for the relevant resolution. Ms. 
Stefanishyna is a specialist in European 
Union law and international trade law. She 
has worked in executive government bod-
ies for more than 10 years. From 2010 to 
2015, she led the process at Ukraine’s 
Justice Ministry of bringing national legisla-
tion into line with EU law. From 2016 to 
2019, she headed the Government Office 
for Coordination of European and Euro-
Atlantic Integration of the Secretariat of the 
Cabinet of Ministers. She currently works 
as a counsel at the Ilyashev & Partners law 
firm. Ms. Stefanishyna replaces Vadym 
Prystaiko, whom the Verkhovna Rada dis-
missed from that position by a vote of 296 
for the measure. On June 3, the Cabinet of 
Ministers had registered in the Verkhovna 
Rada draft resolutions on the dismissal of 
Mr. Prystaiko and the appointment of Ms. 
Stefanishyna. Earlier, the deputy head of 
the Servant of the People faction, Yevhenia 
Kravchuk, said that her political force was 
aware of plans to appoint Mr. Prystaiko as 
Ukraine’s ambassador to the United 
Kingdom. Mr. Prystaiko previously served 
as Ukraine’s ambassador to Canada and as 
deputy minister of Foreign affairs, and he 
headed Ukraine’s Mission to NATO. In May 
2019, he was appointed as the deputy head 
of the Presidential Office, and in August 
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highlighted a global scheme to evade taxes 
worldwide.

The U.S. House of Representatives 
passed the Corporate Transparency Act in 
October 2019, with a bipartisan vote of 
249-173. Representative Carolyn Maloney, 
a Democrat from New York who is one of 
the bill’s sponsors, said in May that she is 
hopeful it will pass Congress this year.

A separate piece of legislation known by 
the acronym ILLICIT CASH – its full title is the 
Improving Laundering Laws and Increasing 
Comprehensive Information Tracking of 
Criminal Activity in Shell Holdings Act – is 
currently in the Senate Committee on 
Banking, Housing and Urban Affairs.

Cui bono?

Both bills require beneficial owners of cor-
porations and LLCs with 20 or fewer employ-
ees and $5 million or less in annual revenue 
to submit their full name, date of birth, cur-
rent home or work address, and the identifi-
cation number on their valid U.S. or foreign 
identity document to the Financial Crimes 
Enforcement Network (FinCEN), an arm of 
the Treasury Depart ment.

Such companies would have to submit an 
updated list of beneficial owners each year. 
The House bill also requires foreign benefi-
cial owners to submit a copy of their pass-
port. A beneficial owner is described as any-
one who “exercises substantial control” or 
owns 25 percent or more of the company.

“We’re the only advanced country in the 
entire world that doesn’t already require 
disclosure of this information. Frankly, it’s 
an embarrassment,” Rep. Maloney said in a 
May 20 webinar on the legislation orga-
nized by the Wilson Center’s Kennan 
Institute, a leading U.S.-based center for 

research on Russia and Eurasia.
All 28 member states of the European 

Union are already required to maintain reg-
istries of the beneficial owners of compa-
nies set up within its borders and are mov-
ing to make them publicly accessible to 
varying degrees.

The tougher European standards have 
driven some criminals to move their money 
to the United States, Sen. Chuck Grassley of 
Iowa, who is now the senior Republican in 
the Senate, said during a 2018 Congressio-
nal hearing.

Even offshore havens like the British 
Virgin Islands (BVI), Cayman Islands and 
Panama have introduced beneficial owner 
registrars, KPMG, one of the world’s largest 
audit firms, said in a January post. The BVI 
and Cayman Islands are expected to make 
theirs publicly searchable in 2023.

The U.S. database envisioned by the bills 
would only be available to law enforcement 
agencies that have an actual investigation 
into related matters and would not be pub-
licly searchable. Financial institutions would 
also be able to utilize the database, but only 
with the permission of the companies.

The bills have the backing of law 
enforcement organizations and financial 
institutions.

“What a lot of this is about is making it 
easier for law enforcement to cut through the 
layers of ownership and entity structures and 
identify the big fish at the top,” Lawrence 
Hamermesh, a professor at the Widener 
University Delaware Law School and a for-
mer practicing attorney, told RFE/RL.

“It moves the needle. If you are bent on 
crime, it represents more of a deterrent,” he 
said.

Bad company?

Viktor Bout, the Russian arms trafficker 
who is serving a 25-year sentence in a U.S. 
prison after being convicted in 2011 of con-

(Continued from page 3)

Can the U.S. ... spiring to kill U.S. nationals and sell weap-
ons to terrorists, had used a dozen shell 
companies to hide assets in the United 
States, including in Delaware.

Former Ukrainian Prime Minister Pavlo 
Lazarenko, who served a prison term in the 
United States for money laundering, made 
use of a web of entities around the world, 
including anonymous shell companies reg-
istered in Wyoming.

LLCs are now regularly used to acquire 
U.S. real estate, especially high-end proper-
ties in New York City and Miami, to allow 
owners to maintain privacy.

But criminals and others seeking to 
launder money, though, have abused the 
practice, buying real estate through LLCs in 
all-cash transactions. The Treasury 
Department has begun targeting such 
transactions in select cities, while New York 
has been taking steps to collect more 
owner information.

Denis Katsyv, son of a former Moscow 
Oblast transport minister, used LLCs to dis-
guise his all-cash acquisition of a $6.25 mil-
lion condominium in Manhattan partially 
with money that the U.S. Justice Department 
said was stolen from the Russian budget.

Should one of the bills pass, its impact 

might be felt not only in Manhattan and 
Miami but also abroad, including in 
Moscow, Kyiv and other centers of power in 
the former Soviet Union, where some of the 
$300 billion in annual illegal proceeds mov-
ing through the United States originates.

Matt Rojansky, director of the Kennan 
Institute, said during the May 20 webinar 
that the nations that emerged from the 
Soviet collapse may have developed differ-
ently had their leaders not been able to eas-
ily “squirrel away” state money in the West.

“Imagine the way in which they would 
have to govern their own countries differ-
ently if they have to keep their ill-gotten 
gains at home,” Mr. Rojansky said. 
“Wouldn’t they want a little bit more rule of 
law at home to protect that money rather 
than being able to rely on exporting it to 
jurisdictions like ours, right here in the 
United States?”

Copyright 2020, RFE/RL Inc. Reprinted 
with the permission of Radio Free Europe/
Radio Liberty, 1201 Connecticut Ave. NW, 
Washington DC 20036; www.rferl.org (to 
read the full story, see https://www.rferl.
org/a/can-the-u-s-slow-the-flow-of-dirty-
money-from-the-ex-u-s-s-r-/30651938.html).

2019, as the minister of foreign affairs of 
Ukraine. On March 4 of this year, he was 
appointed as vice prime minister for 
European and Euro-Atlantic integration of 
Ukraine. (Ukrinform)

Culture/information policy minister appointed

The Verkhovna Rada on June 4 appoint-
ing Oleksandr Tkachenko as Ukraine’s min-
ister for culture and information policy. A 

total of 263 MPs voted for the resolution. 
Mr. Tkachenko is a well-known media man-
ager, producer and journalist, as well as a 
winner of multiple awards in the field of 
top media management. He has held the 
post of director general of the 1+1 Media 
group of channels since August 2008. In the 
2019 parliamentary elections, he was elect-
ed a national deputy from the Servant of 
the People party. He quit his business and 
resigned as head of the media holding. Mr. 
Tkachenko headed the Committee on 
Humanitarian and Information Policy in 
the Verkhovna Rada. (Ukrinform)

(Continued from page 10)
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Ukrainian American Veterans honor deceased comrades
by John R. Hill

JENKINTOWN, Pa. – Memorial Day has 
been set aside to remember all those who 
served honorably in the preservation of our 
liberties and have passed on to eternal 
memory. Ukrainian American Veterans Post 
1 annually commemorates the day.

This year, it was an honor to have had 
Metropolitan-Archbishop Borys Gudziak, 

Bishop Andriy Rabiy, the Rev. Roman Pitula 
and Deacon Volodymyr Radko offer the 
Memorial Day panakhyda at St. Mary’s 
Cemetery in Jenkintown, Pa., for those vet-
erans who have passed. 

The Rev. Protopriest Taras Naumenko of 
the Ukrainian Orthodox Cathedral of St. 
Vladimir offered a panakhyda honoring 
those veterans buried at Oakland Cemetery 
in Philadelphia.

Due to the unusual circumstances of the 
COVID-19 pandemic, all participants fol-
lowed the guidelines of social distancing 
and wore masks.

Flags had previously been placed on the 
graves of veterans. UAV Post 1 Commander 
Edward Zetick read the names of those vet-
erans who had died in the previous year as 

well as the new additions to the post’s 
memorial plaque. The plaque with its 
updates can be viewed at the Ukrainian 
Educational and Cultural Center in 
Jenkintown, where UAV Post 1 is located. 

John R. Hill is adjutant of Ukrainian 
American Veterans Post 1.

SOUTH BOUND BROOK, N.J. – An 
announcement from the Office of the 
President of the Consistory of the Ukrainian 
Orthodox Church of the U.S.A. (UOC-U.S.A.) 
released on May 29 and updated on June 2 
included a list of specific parishes that are 
able to resume liturgical services.

The parishes are located in the states of 
Pennsylvania, Maryland, Virginia, Florida, 
Delaware, Indiana, Oklahoma, Ohio, New 
Mexico, Wisconsin, Minnesota, Washington, 
Michigan, California, North Carolina, 
Connecticut, New York and New Jersey.

None of the parishes listed as of June 2 
are in the Metropolitan New York/New 
Jersey area. In New Jersey, only one parish 
can resume services: Holy Trinity in 

Trenton. The New York parishes listed are: 
Holy Trinity in Cheektowaga, St. John the 
Baptist in Johnson City, Protection of the 
Birth-Giver of God in Rochester and St. 
Nicholas in Troy. 

Readers may check the list on the UOC-
U.S.A. website (see https://www.uocofusa.
org/news_200529_1).

The announcement signed by Archbi shop 
Daniel, president of the Consistory, read in 
part: “I write today to share some measure 
of prayerful hope during this difficult time of 
pandemic and social distancing. In recent 
weeks, we have watched with relief as vari-
ous state governments gradually opened 
community services of select businesses and 
activities, with prudent precautions firmly in 

place to prevent a severe ‘second wave’ of 
the coronavirus pandemic. In keeping with 
this gradual reopening of our society, it is 
necessary that we make similar arrange-
ments within our Ukrainian Orthodox 
Church of the U.S.A. to allow once again for 
the communal celebration of sacred liturgi-
cal services, which are the most ‘essential’ 
activity known to our world.”

The announcement pointed out that, in 
the pastoral letter of the Council of Bishops 
of the UOC-U.S.A. issued on May 20, clergy 
and parishes of the Church were urged to 
initiate steps towards reopening parish 
communities. “Each parish is mandated to 
submit to the Council of Bishops a detailed 
plan for reopening, and having held a Zoom 

conference with the hierarchs, a blessing 
will be given for the opening of each parish 
individually,” it was noted.

 “The liturgical services that you will 
attend in our parish communities in the 
weeks ahead will look and feel quite differ-
ent from the services you remember from 
two months ago. It will be imperative for all 
of us – pastors, parish staff, volunteers and 
all the faithful – to work together during 
these times. The pandemic is not over, and 
safety precautions must be followed in 
order to promote the continued health and 
safety of everyone in our community,” 
Archbishop Daniel wrote.

Source: uocofusa.org

 COMMUNITY CHRONICLE

Flags of the United States and Ukraine, and the Ukrainian American Veterans’ colors.

Metropolitan-Archbishop Borys Gudziak during the panakhyda at St. Mary’s Cemetery.

Joanne Labiak

TROY, N.Y. – Members of St. Nicholas Brotherhood 
Society (Branch 13 of the Ukrainian National 
Association) and members of the Ukrainian American 
Cultural Center (UACC) in Watervliet, N.Y., gathered 
together on Thursday, May 28, to clean up around 
the Taras Shevchenko Memorial Monument located 

in the city of Troy, N.Y. In recent years, members of 
both the brotherhood and the UACC have assumed 
responsibility for the upkeep and maintenance of the 
Shevchenko monument. The cleaning crew this year 
included, as seen in the photo above, (from left) Roman 
Karpishka, Mykola Fil (UNA Branch 13 Secretary), Victor 

Holovashchenko (UACC president), John Suchowacki, 
Volodymyr Labiak, Roma Kulbida, Irene Kulbida and 
Roman Povoroznyk. Lydia Kulbida (broadcast journalist 
and co-anchor at News10ABC and FOX 23 in Albany, 
N.Y.) is seen in the foreground in the selfie below.

– Mykola Fil

Ukrainian community members clean up grounds near Troy’s Shevchenko monument

UOC-U.S.A. parishes begin process of re-opening
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camaraderie among the Zenia travelers. 
That morning, Judge Bohdan Futey of 

Virginia held a discussion group that 
focused on the political events that were 
developing in Washington regarding the 
start of the impeachment hearings and the 
dissolution of the Parliament in Ukraine. 

In the evening, Ms. Brozyna hosted a 
“Vyshyvanka Night” cocktail hour with com-
plimentary drinks and hors d’oeuvres, and 
everyone had an opportunity to get 
acquainted with even more members of the 
group as we sang “Mnohaya Lita” to those 
with September and October birthdays.

Over the next five days, we had many 
outstanding experiences as we visited five 
cities along the Eastern Adriatic coast: 
Dubrovnik, Split and Korcula in Croatia; 
Kotor in Montenegro; and Koper in 
Slovenia. Outside Dubrovnik we had a deli-
cious lunch at an olive farm high in the 
mountains with spectacular views. 
Dubrovnik looked very much like the Game 
of Thrones setting that it was. The Postojna 
Caves in Koper were enormous, and at one 
point we were almost 100 meters below 
sea level.

Most of the cities had similar architec-
tural styles, with ancient walls and towers 
that surrounded the old cities, amazingly 
still intact. Each city had historic sites to 
visit and churches that ranged from aus-
tere to grand. We found many excellent res-
taurants, and since these were all ports, 
there was access to beaches and activities 
in the pristine waters. 

The atmosphere became a little “heated” 
as we sailed towards Catania, Sicily, because 
we saw Mount Etna send out puffs of 
smoke. Dinner that night was effectively dis-
rupted as voyagers gaped at the geologic 

show on the port side. When we subse-
quently arrived in Catania, Sicily, our excur-
sion bus took us up painfully steep roads to 
Taormina, high in the mountains with 
extraordinary views of the Sicilian coastline. 

The island of Malta and its towns of 
Valletta and Mdina stood out in contrast to 
our previous stops. Our tour guide empha-
sized that Malta was a highly strategic loca-
tion during World War II, situated between 
Europe and Africa, and consequently was 
the most intensively bombed area of the 
war, more so than England. The tour of 
medieval Mdina was steeped in the history 
and culture of the Knights of Malta. The 
Church of St. John the Baptist was one of 
the most magnificent of our whole cruise, 
overshadowing the churches we had seen 
until then with its mosaics and paintings. 
The enormous Caravaggio painting, “The 
Beheading of St. John the Divine,” was truly 
awe-inspiring. 

We had one more day at sea, with a full 

schedule of on-board activities. Again, 
members of Zenia’s Travel Club had the 
opportunity to meet with Judge Futey, who 
updated the group on current events that 
were unfolding in the United States and 
Ukraine. Members of our group played 
cards together, swam in the pools or joined 
in a virtual tour of the bridge. In the eve-
ning, we were treated again to a Farewell 
Cocktail Party in the upper-most deck 
lounge, hosted by Ms. Brozyna. During the 
short time of the cruise, the voyagers in 
Zenia’s Travel Club had made many friend-
ships. 

In appreciation for all the efforts Ms. 
Brozyna had made towards making the 
cruise a success for its participants, the 
group gave a gift of a large photo of Ms. 
Brozyna on board the ship signed by 
Zenia’s Travel Club voyagers. 

During the final gala dinner that night, 
there was general excitement on board the 
ship from which it was possible to see the 

volcano on the island of Stromboli start to 
erupt – first just with smoke and then fire-
balls. We were in awe to see the eruption 
from start to maximum intensity as the 
ship slowly cruised by. 

Our last stop before returning to Rome 
was in Naples. The majority of Zenia’s trav-
elers took a boat ride to the island of Capri 
to enjoy its lovely beaches and shops. 
Several others toured the ruins of Pompeii 
for an unforgettable view into Roman lives 
of 2,000 years ago, captured forever in the 
freeze shot created by the ashes of Mount 
Vesuvius. You couldn’t help feeling an eerie 
intimacy with these Pompeiians as we 
observed their sophisticated artistry, engi-
neering and lifestyle that did not seem so 
different from our contemporary living. 

Our cruise ended the following day back 
in Civitavecchia, and our ocean liner had 
provided us with much comfort and plea-
sure during the times we were on board. 
There were always evening entertainment 
options, and a group of hard-core (and 
quite senior!) party-ers could be found 
dancing nightly in one of the clubs, while 
others won some money in the casino. 

But we had one more delight in store for 
us on the day we left the ship as we waited 
for our flight home. Zenia’s Travel Clubbers 
enjoyed a private tour of a working winery 
and vineyard outside of Rome, the Castello 
di Pietra. After an outdoor family-style lun-
cheon that made everyone regret leaving 
Italy, we had the option of taking off our 
shoes, rolling up our pants and having a 
real “I Love Lucy” grape-stomping experi-
ence, squishing our choice of red or green 
grapes in sawed-off barrels. The laughter 
was contagious, and the experience was an 
excellent conclusion to our trip. 

Our cruise experience was exhilarating, 
invigorating and exciting (and sometimes 
exhausting!), with enduring memories cap-
tured in thousands of photos.

(Continued from page 9)

“Adriatic...”

Exploring the stalactite and stalagmite covered galleries of the caves in Koper, Slovenia. During a thrilling boat trip to the Blue Grotto in Kotor, Montenegro.

Irena Sawchyn Doll and Bohdan Futey have fun stomping grapes in the Italian 
vineyards.

Travelers inspect the wine barrels on a visit to the vineyards of Frascati wine country out-
side of Rome.

The last group luncheon after a day of wine tasting and exploring the historic Castle 
di Torre in Tuscany, Italy.

Zenia Brozyna
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Wepner inspiration  
for “Rocky”

Some 44 years after he inspired a billion-
dollar cinematic franchise, Chuck Wepner 
was a movie star, albeit very briefly. “The 
Real Rocky,” a made-for-television docu-
mentary, premiered on ESPN in late 
October 2011. For those who believed 
Sylvester Stallone hijacked Wepner’s soul, 
this film was an attempt to help Wepner get 
his soul back.

Before earning movie star status, the leg-
acy of New Jersey’s Chuck Wepner (born to 
Ukrainian Dolores Hrynko) was derived 
from his 15-round battle with Muhammad 
Ali and a six-movie series based on that 
fight. He was known as “The Bayonne 
Bleeder.”

Wepner got branded with the nickname 
on June 29, 1970, when the 31-year-old jour-
neyman heavyweight with a record of 20-5-
2 took on former champion Sonny Liston in 
Jersey City, N.J. At a bit over 6-foot-5, Wepner 
might have won more bouts if he had chosen 
to fight more from the outside, Klitschko-
style, instead of utilizing a toe-to-toe, inside 
plan of attack. He pressed the fight against 
Liston and walked away with a broken nose 
(one of 11 in his career), a cracked left 
cheekbone and 72 stitches (among a total of 
338 in his 15-years in the ring). 

Wepner claims it was Bayonne Times 
sports editor Jerry Rosenberg who 
bestowed upon him his degrading, yet for-
ever charming nickname that night. It 
seemed Rosenberg’s tan leisure suit 
became polka-dotted red as the fight wore 
on, thanks to his ringside seats.

The Liston fight ended when a beat-up, 
near-blind Wepner grazed the referee with 
a left hook, forcing the state boxing com-
missioner to jump in and wave the bout 
over.

Wepner seriously considered retirement 
from the ring following the Liston loss, 
before deciding to take one more shot at 
heavyweight glory. “The Bayonne Bleeder” 
lost both of his next two fights on cuts, then 
won two, lost another, and then enjoyed his 
best career streak by winning eight fights in 
a row. The streak included a win over Ernie 
Terrell, two over Randy Neumann and a 
knockout of Terry Hinke. Promoter Don 

King promised Wepner the next shot at 
heavyweight champ George Foreman, who 
was supposed to pummel Ali in a Zaire title 
match. When Ali rope-a-doped his way to 
an eighth-round knockout, Wepner 
assumed his title shot had disappeared.

Promoter King surprised the boxing 
world by scheduling champion Ali with 
challenger Wepner in a heavyweight fight 
and, as of the date March 24, 1975, the lat-
ter’s life was forever altered.

The 40-to-1 underdog Wepner success-
fully pressed the action against an under-
trained Ali for the first eight rounds. In the 
ensuing round, a powerful right hand 
under the heart sent the champ to the can-
vas – only the third time ever Ali had been 
knocked down. (The presence of Wepner’s 
foot on top of Ali’s may have aided the 
knockdown.) The surprisingly competitive 
fight dramatically changed course.

An irate Ali went on to totally batter 
Wepner over the next six rounds until late 
in Round 15, when the challenger was 
floored with a left-right combination. At the 
count of six, with a stumbling Wepner try-
ing to get to his feet, referee Tony Perez 
waved off the fight with a mere 19 seconds 
left on the clock.

Stallone scripts “Rocky”
Struggling actor Sylvester Stallone 

watched the Ali-Wepner fight at a theater in 
Los Angeles and then used it as inspiration 
to write a script for a movie called “Rocky.” 
Reportedly it was not based on a true story, 
but did borrow heavily from a true story. By 
the movie’s release date of December 3, 
1976, the word was that Wepner was 
Stallone’s muse.

Complicated would be a most appropri-
ate adjective to describe the Wepner-
Stallone relationship over time. Wepner is 
grateful the film franchise made his 15 min-
utes of fame everlasting. Stallone offered 
Wepner the role of sparring partner “Chink 
Weber” in “Rocky II,” only to have Wepner 
fail his audition. Wepner forever claimed 
Stallone promised him a part when the 
right movie came along. Twenty years later, 
when Stallone was filming “Copland” in 
New Jersey and had not offered the former 
heavyweight a role, Wepner gave up on the 
hope of a movie part.

In 2003 Wepner sued Stallone for cash-
ing in on his life story and never offering 
any compensation to “the real Rocky.” The 
suit was quietly reconciled when Wepner 
accepted an undisclosed settlement from 

Stallone.
The publicity from the Wepner-Stallone 

legal fight garnered the attention of “The 
Real Rocky” documentary director Jeff 
Feuerzeig and executive producer Mike 
Tollin. The former hails from New Jersey 
and was 10 years old when Wepner fought 
Ali in 1975. The heroes in New Jersey back 
then were Bruce Springsteen and Chuck 
Wepner – underdogs who proved you can 
start from nothing and become someone. 
Tollin, a Philadelphia native, and Feuerzeig 
spent quality time with Wepner and pon-
dered possible projects after listening to 
some of the boxer’s true-life experiences.

In addition to their documentary, Tollin 
and Feuerzeig crafted a feature film titled 
“Chuck,” released in September 2016, with 
an actor of Ukrainian descent, Liev 
Schreiber, starring as Wepner. It was hailed 
as a drama based on the life of heavyweight 
boxer Wepner, who had a once-in-a-lifetime 
bout with Ali that would inspire the film 
“Rocky.” (During filming, the joke was that a 
small part would be offered to Stallone.)

Wepner’s life was full of the unexpected. 
He once wrestled “Andre the Giant” at Shea 
Stadium (probably inspiring the Balboa-
Thunderlips scene in “Rocky III”), got 
tossed around by a grizzly bear twice, and 
became a celebrity on the New Jersey shore 
party scene in the 1980s. He abused 
cocaine, chased women, ruined a marriage 
and ended up in jail for drug possession.

Amazingly enough, he regrets nothing in 
the very full life he has led. He partied with 
friends who owned go-go clubs, had fun, 
got in trouble and cleaned up his act. He 
retired from professional boxing with a 
record of 35-14-2 and will never be 
enshrined in the International Boxing Hall 
of Fame as Stallone was in 2011.

It is a matter of opinion as to whether 
Stallone hijacked his soul. It is a matter of 
fact that Sly hijacked elements of Wepner’s 
story. Wepner was fortunate to see and 
hear his version of his story told on small 
and big screens alike. He gained more cine-
matic exposure as the subject of a second 
film, “The Brawler,” released in 2019.

Wepner was inducted into the Ukrainian 
Sports Hall of Fame in 2017.

Ihor Stelmach may be reached at iman@
sfgsports.com.

Chuck Wepner sends Muhammad Ali to the canvas in the ninth round of their fight 
in 1975. 

BoxRec.com

2019 at which the announcement of sus-
pects was made. The president’s presence 
at the briefing, they say, was a form of sup-
port for Minister Avakov’s actions.

“The game called ‘Sheremet’s Case’ has 
lasted 164 days,” protest organizers wrote on 
Facebook. “Highly qualified cardiac surgeon 
and volunteer Yulia Kuzmenko, well-known 
musician and veteran Andriy Antonenko, and 
military nurse Yana Duhar are the hostages of 
this game. For five and a half months, the 
whole of Ukraine has been watching political 
‘football.’ The responsibility for the case is 
passed among the Ministry of Internal Affairs, 
the Prosecutor General’s Office and the presi-
dent like hot potatoes,” stated the movements 
Free Riff (a reference to Mr. Antonenko’s 
pseudonym) and Free Dr. Kuzmenko – the 
main organizers of the protest. 

“We do not like ‘football’ that cripples 
the lives of innocents. Therefore, we invite 
everyone tired of this game, and those who 
want justice and legality in the case to come 
and address the president,” wrote organiz-
ers in announcing the rally in front of the 
Presidential Office.

According to activists, the case is being 
dragged out and unjustly imprisoned peo-
ple are currently behind bars. The 
Movement of Veterans of Ukraine and more 
than 15 veterans’ and volunteers’ organiza-
tions are participating in the campaign for 
justice. Thus, the flags of armed forces and 
volunteer movements were in evidence at 
the protest on May 25. Meanwhile, flags of 
political forces were banned.

Even though quarantine restrictions 
were being eased and the Kyiv metro had 
started working that day, organizers asked 
protest participants to take precautions for 
their safety and that of others. Participants 
wore face masks or respirators and kept a 
safe distance of 1.5 meters.

On the evening of the protest, the 
Pechersk District Court of Kyiv granted the 
prosecutors’ request to extend the pre-trial 
detention of Dr. Kuzmenko and keep her in 
custody for another 60 days. The same court 
ordered that, instead of being under house 
arrest, Ms. Duhar should pay bail of 168,000 
hrv. (Ms. Duhar’s friends and public support-
ers later collected the required funds.) Also 
on May 25, the court extended the detention 
of Mr. Antonenko until July 23. 

“I assess your actions as intentional 
against a knowingly innocent person,” Mr. 

Antonenko told prosecutors who filed the 
motion for his continued detention. He pro-
vided evidence of his innocence, including 
the fact that his height and that of the two 
other suspects does not match the height of 
the people captured on closed-circuit TV 
cameras.

Earlier, investigators had believed that 
Mr. Antonenko organized the assassination, 
“fascinated by ultranationalist views, culti-
vating the greatness of the Aryan race, the 
division of society on the principle of 
nationality, seeking to make such views the 
object of public attention, carrying out 
actions to draw public attention to certain 
political beliefs.” The police now believe 
that unidentified organizers acted for per-
sonal reasons and “decided to create an 
extremely resonant event in society” in 
order to provoke protests.

Mr. Antonenko is now suspected of being 
the executor of the crime, while Dr. 
Kuzmenko and Ms. Duhar are named as his 
accomplices.

“Sounds as absurd as the previous text,” 
is how Dr. Kuzmenko’s lawyer, Taras 
Bezpalyy summed up the new version of 
the motives behind the murder. Now, in 
addition to “group premeditated murder 
committed in a life-threatening manner for 

many people,” all three are also suspected 
of “illegal group storage of explosives” and 
“deliberate group destruction of property 
by an explosion.”

“On the day of Zelenskyy’s press confer-
ence [May 20], the deputy prosecutor gener-
al changed the entire group of prosecutors. 
The next day, the group decided to alter the 
charges and it completed the pre-trial inves-
tigation a day later. I can’t call it anything but 
a farce,” Mr. Bezpalyy commented.

The investigation into the Sheremet 
murder was one of the most pressing 
issues raised by journalists at the Ukrainian 
president’s press conference on May 20. 

“I am ready to take responsibility if the 
investigation was wrong, if there were big 
mistakes, if, God forbid, something special 
was directed against these people. I am ready 
to make serious personnel conclusions where 
I have influence,” said Mr. Zelenskyy. “And 
what do you want from me, what responsi-
bility? Let me become the prosecutor gen-
eral, the minister of internal affairs, and I 
will bear full responsibility in accordance 
with my powers,” the president declared. 

Right now it is up to the Prosecutor 
General’s Office to determine if there is suf-
ficient evidence to take the Sheremet case 
to court.

(Continued from page 1)

Activists demand...
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Through June 30 Exhibit, “Embroidered Memories: Featuring over 750 
Edmonton, AB embroidered pillows created by 150 Ukrainian Canadian 
 artisans,” curated by Larisa Sembaliuk Cheladyn, Alberta 
 Council for the Ukrainian Arts, 780-488-8558 or 
 events@acuarts.ca

June 8 Online book talk with Yaroslav Hrytsak, “Ivan Franko and His 
Online Community,” Canadian Institute of Ukrainian Studies, 
 University of Alberta, Zoom (registration) and Facebook 
 live-stream, 587-590-2902 or
 oleksandr.pankieiev@ualberta.ca

June 8 Presentation, with Ambassador John Herbst and Emily
Online Channell-Justice, “A Year with Zelenskyy: Assessing the
  President’s Reforms and Evaluating Future Possibilities,”
 Harvard University, www.youtube.com/pRFbBiaJALw

June 9 Book discussion, “BBC Ukrainian Book of the Year: Talk with
Online Tamara Horikha Zernya,” Ukrainian Institute London, 
 Harvard University, Zoom registration required,
 www.facebook.com/events/703509447067206

June 11 Panel Discussion, with Volodymyr Sheiko, Iryna Baturevych,
Online Marina Pesenti and Jessica Zychowicz, “Is There Room for
 Culture of Ukraine’s Nascent Cultural Diplomacy Today,”
 Harvard University, www.youtube.com/user/huriyt

June 15-20 Archangel Icons workshop, with Michael Kapeluck, 
Carnegie, PA Archangel Studios, kapeluck@verizon.net

June 19-23 St. Nicholas Program Special Needs Families Camp, 
Online Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the U.S.A. Office of Youth
 and Young Adult Ministry, www.uocyouth.org

Entries in “Out and About” are listed free of charge. Priority is given to events 
advertised in The Ukrainian Weekly. However, we also welcome submissions 
from all our readers. Items will be published at the discretion of the editors 
and as space allows. Please send e-mail to mdubas@ukrweekly.com.

the 100th country to endorse the Safe 
Schools Declaration, an intergovernmental 
political document that contains concrete 
commitments to better protect students, 
teachers, schools and universities from the 
effects of war.

Families across Ukraine, including those 
living in the conflict-affected Donetsk and 
Luhansk regions, have been in lockdown 
since the end of March due to the coronavi-
rus pandemic. As of June 3, the country has 
reported 24,823 confirmed cases of COVID-
19, including over 735 deaths.

The lockdown leaves “many children liv-
ing near the contact line – where fighting is 
most severe – with no real way to continue 
their education, due to limited Internet 
connectivity and access to necessary equip-
ment,” according to UNICEF.

“The emotional trauma caused by move-
ment restrictions, school closures and iso-
lation will only intensify the already high 
levels of stress that vulnerable children 
who live in the frontline communities have 
to contend with,” the U.N. body said.

The statement also noted that UNICEF is 
appealing for $23 million for a COVID-19 
response in Ukraine.

That’s in addition to a humanitarian 
appeal of $9.8 million, which remains 
underfunded by 73 percent, to support 
families with children in the conflict-affect-
ed regions.

Copyright 2020, RFE/RL Inc. Reprinted with 
the permission of Radio Free Europe/Radio 
Liberty, 1201 Connecticut Ave. NW, Washington 
DC 20036; www.rferl.org (see https://www.rferl.
org/a/eastern-ukraine-children-united-nations-
unicef/30627006.html?fbclid=IwAR0Foivr 
VSIJoFv-Ko9kQYzmMftoA63C9F5HM2k 
La80VmcEhpybUy Xpeb9Q).

(Continued from page 1)

UNICEF calls...

NEW YORK – Yara Arts Group, based in 
New York, and the Ukrainian Educational 
and Cultural Center in Jenkintown, Pa., will 
present a series of virtual poetry and folk 
arts events, as well as discussions of Yara 
theater pieces in the coming months. 

The planned virtual events will include 
specials dedicated to the poetry of Oleh 
Lysheha, a Ukrainian poet whose work 
inspired several Yara theater pieces. The 
planned folk arts events will explore the 
music of Ukrainian immigrants, including 
Pawlo Humeniuk, who was known in his 
time as “The King of Ukrainian Music.” Yara 
is also working on events that will feature 
the work of American writers of Ukrainian 
heritage. 

The first event, which will take place on 
June 11 but can be heard afterwards in 
recording, will focus on folk fiddler Pawlo 
Humeniuk, who was born in 1883 in the 
town of Pidvolochysk and emigrated in 
1908. Humeniuk worked in New York as a 
violin maker and played fiddle at weddings 
and similar occasions for the Ukrainian 
diaspora. In 1925 he signed with OKey 
Records and started recording folk-dance 
tunes. His “Ukrainske Wesilia” (Ukrainian 
Wedding) is said to have sold over 100,000 
copies. He died in 1965.

Yara’s virtual event “Folk Music: Pawlo 
Humeniuk” will include samples of 
Humeniuk’s original recordings and discus-
sion of his work, and will feature an 
appearance by the US Orchestra from Kyiv, 
whose members are inspired by the 
Humeniuk recordings.

Yara’s second virtual event, “Poetry as 
Theater: Oleh Lysheha,” will include poetry 
readings, screening of excerpts from the-
ater shows and discussions with partici-
pants. Lysheha was born in Tysmenytsia 
near the Carpathian Mountains in 1949. He 
was expelled from Lviv University during a 
purge in the 1970s for his interest in 
American poetry and sent to do military 
duty in Siberia and in the Buryat Republic. 

When he returned to Ukraine, Lysheha was 
isolated from official Soviet literary activi-
ties and not published. 

His first collection of poetry, “The Great 
Bridge” (1989), was like nothing else print-
ed in the official sources. In following years, 
the journals Suchasnist and Svito-vyd pub-
lished his longer poems. Yara Arts Group 
staged his poem “Swan” in a workshop at 
Harvard in 1994 and started translating his 
work in 1990 and including it in its theater 
pieces. Yara’s major theater pieces inspired 
by Lysheha include: “Swan,” “Raven” and 
“Dream Bridge.” 

Lysheha has a special connection to 
Pennsylvania, since in 1997-1998 he was a 
Fulbright scholar and writer-in-residence at 
Pennsylvania State University. “The Selected 
Poems of Oleh Lysheha” in English transla-
tions by the author and James Brasfield was 
published by the Ukrainian Institute at 
Harvard and was awarded the PEN 
Translation Prize. The poet died in 2014.

Yara’s virtual events will premiere in 
June 2020 and can be heard livestreamed 
or recorded. The events will be bilingual. 
More detailed information on the events 
will be posted on Yara’s website (www.
yaraartsgroup.net) and the newsletter of 
Ukrainian Educational and Cultural Center. 

This virtual series is inspired by Yara’s 
two very successful poetry and music virtu-
al events with Serhiy Zhadan in April and a 
collaboration with Poetry of Queens in May. 
Links to recordings of these livestreamed 
events can be found on Yara’s website.

Yara’s Virtual Poetry and Folk Arts 
Events are made possible by the Ukrainian 
Community Foundation and public funds 
from the New York State Council on the 
Arts. Yara has presented events at the 
Ukrainian Educational and Cultural Center 
since 2014.

Yara Arts Group launches a series 
of virtual poetry and folk arts events

Oleh Lysheha

Waldemart Klyuzko

Pawlo Humeniuk

Hillary Clinton in 2016, tweeted them out 
and implied they were damning – though in 
fact there is absolutely nothing damning 
about them. …

The recordings came from Andriy 
Derkach, a Ukrainian lawmaker connected 
to the Russian intelligence services. Mr. 
Derkach said they show that Mr. Biden in 
2015 pressured then-Ukrainian President 
Petro Poroshenko to help Burisma, a 
Ukrainian natural gas company, in return 
for U.S. aid. Mr. Biden’s son Hunter was on 
Burisma’s board.

In fact, nowhere in the highly edited 
audio files does Mr. Biden discuss Burisma 
or his son. Rather, they show that Mr. Biden 

linked U.S. loan guarantees to the firing of 
Ukraine’s corrupt prosecutor general, 
Viktor Shokin, which was an avowed aim of 
U.S. and European foreign policy. Mr. Biden 
himself revealed in 2018 his role in Mr. 
Shokin’s ouster, which was a legitimate 
condition for U.S. aid. The audio reveals 
nothing new, and certainly nothing scan-
dalous, about Mr. Biden. …

For his part, Ukraine’s current president, 
Volodymyr Zelensky, said the conversations 
“might be perceived, qualified as high trea-
son.” His ire was focused not on Mr. Biden 
but on Mr. Poroshenko, a political rival. 
Though he likely had domestic politics in 
mind, Mr. Zelensky should be wary of abet-
ting a baseless partisan campaign against 
Mr. Biden, which would endanger long-
term relations between Ukraine and the 
United States. …

(Continued from page 7)
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