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Veterans Day marked at Ukrainian Orthodox Metropolia Center
SOUTH BOUND BROOK, N.J. – Hierarchs 

and clergy of the Ukrainian Orthodox 
Church in the U.S.A., Ukrainian American 
Veterans and Ukrainian community mem-
bers gathered on November 11, Veterans 
Day, before the Ukrainian American 
Veterans National Memorial here at the 
Metropolia Center of the UOC-U.S.A.

A service at the memorial began at the 
11th minute of the 11th hour, on the 11th 
day of the 11th month, to mark the anni-
versary of the signing of the armistice that 
ended the first world war. Officiating were 
Archbishop Daniel, himself a veteran, 
Metropolitan Antony and clergy, assisted 
by seminarians.

Members of the Ukrainian American 
Veterans, headed by New Jersey State 
Commander Michael Hrycak, placed a 
wreath at the foot of the national memorial.

by Bohdan Nahaylo

As final counting of the votes continued 
in the U.S. presidential election, by 
November 7 it had become clear that 
whether or not the incumbent, Donald 
Trump, accepted the result, the victor in the 
presidential election was Joe Biden.

While the U.S. and international media 
have focused on what his victory would 
mean for the U.S. and global politics gener-
ally, both in Kyiv and in the U.S. itself there 
was also immediate recognition that Mr. 
Trump’s replacement by Mr. Biden will 
have significant implications for East-West 
relations and Ukraine in particular (and in 
the present context, probably also Belarus). 

In Ukraine, there has largely been relief 
and a newfound, if still somewhat tempo-
rarily guarded, sense of inspiration. 
Ukrainian politicians, particularly senior 
ones, seem to have learned the lesson from 
the previous U.S. presidential election in 
2016,  when Mr.  Trump defeated 
Democratic Party candidate Hilary Clinton, 
that it is not wise to show preference for 
one candidate over another with so much 
riding on the outcome in these situations.

And in Ukraine there were additional 
complications. 

During the last few years, the Ukrainian 
political snake pit was exploited by external 
and domestic forces to influence the U.S. 
political process. The aim was to besmirch 
Mr. Biden on purported charges of impro-
priety regarding his son’s business dealings 
with Ukraine, and thereby strengthen Mr. 

Trump’s position and at the same time give 
Ukraine a bad name. But the entire matter 
hinging on the “Ukrainian connection” got 
so serious that in December 2019 the 
House of Representatives voted to impeach 
President Trump, who was subsequently 
saved by the Senate, with its Republican 
majority.

So the first casualty of the Biden victory 
is this campaign pursued by the likes of 
Rudy Giuliani in Washington with the help 
of an array of discredited or suspect char-
acters in Ukraine ranging from former 
prosecutors general, Viktor Shokin and his 
successor Yuriy Lutsenko, to a national 
deputy, Andrei Derkach, who has since 
been branded by Washington as a Russian 
agent. It has also included proxies of anti-
Western rogue oligarch Ihor Kolomoisky, 
such as National Deputy Oleksandr 
Dubinsky.

It is not purely coincidental that on 
November 11 a representative of Ukraine’s 
Procurator General’s Office only now 
announced that charges of impropriety lev-
elled against Mr. Biden by Mr. Shokin and a 
senior judge suspected of corruption, 
Serhiy Vovk, had been dropped as far back 
as September 23. 

Commentators agree that at least this 
ugly factor complicating U.S.-Ukrainian 
relations will be removed and no longer 
serves as an embarrassing distraction. 

Ukraine’s  President Volodymyr 
Zelenskyy, who as a newcomer to politics 

(Continued on page 10)

by Roman Tymotsko

KYIV – On November 9, Ukraine’s 
President Volodymyr Zelenskyy informed 
the public that he had tested positive for 
COVID-19. “Despite all the quarantine mea-
sures, I also received a + result. I have 37.5. 
I wish everyone 36.6!” Mr. Zelenskyy wrote 
on his Facebook page. (The reference was 
to his body temperature.) He added that he 
was feeling well and would continue to 
work in isolation. 

“I was even a little surprised how I 
escaped the infection when my family fell 
ill [in June]. Unfortunately, we have to 
accept this axiom: everyone is at risk until 
there is a reliable vaccine. The only thing 
we can do is try to break the chains of 
infection and thus significantly reduce the 
load on the hospitals,” the president added.

The next day, President Zelenskyy held 
several calls in self-isolation. One of them 
was a phone conversation with German 
Chancellor Angela Merkel, who wished 
Ukraine’s president good health and a 
speedy recovery. The leaders discussed 
developments in Ukraine and Germany 
related to the second wave of the coronavi-
rus pandemic. Mr. Zelenskyy requested 
that Ukraine’s access to the coronavirus 
vaccine, which is currently being developed 
within the framework of the COVAX 
International Fund, be broadened.

“We welcome the breakthrough 
achieved by the German company 
BioNTech together with the American com-
pany Pfizer in the development of a corona-
virus vaccine. This is very encouraging 
news. I would like to ask for your assis-
tance in taking into account the interests of 
Ukraine when planning the supply of 
COVID-19 vaccine,” Mr. Zelenskyy said. The 
parties agreed to further coordinate efforts 
to overcome the impact of the pandemic.

“We will win this difficult battle,” Mr. 
Zelenskyy wrote on his Facebook page on 
November 9. “Mankind has learned a lot 
this year. There are treatment protocols, 
and there are effective drugs; there is an 
understanding of how and when the world 

Ukrainian government implements 
“weekend quarantine” restrictions

(Continued on page 14)

President Volodymyr Zelenskyy during a videoconference.

Hierarchs, clergy and Ukrainian American Veterans at the conclusion of a reli-
gious service marking Veterans Day.

Presidential Office

Orest Hrycak
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Ukraine – between Trump and Biden
Zelenskyy battles case of COVID-19
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Ukraine relieved at U.S. election result

When U.S. media began to call the presi-
dential race in Joe Biden’s favor on 
November 7, it was about 6:30 p.m. in Kyiv. 
Within hours, a former president tweeted 
that his country was “blessed,” an invest-
ment banker voiced hope for reforms, and a 
political analyst said fears that Washington 
might use Ukraine as a pawn in a bid for a 
Russia reset would fade. For many politi-
cians, civil-society leaders and citizens in 
Ukraine, the news came as a relief. Barack 
Obama’s former point man on Ukraine is a 
relatively familiar face in Kyiv, and Mr. 
Biden, in turn, may be more familiar with 
Ukraine than any previous U.S. president. 
He made six trips to Kyiv as vice-president, 
five of them from 2014 onward – after 
Russia seized the Crimean peninsula and 
fomented separatism following the down-
fall of Viktor Yanukovych, the Moscow-
friendly president pushed from power by 
the Euro-Maidan movement. Mr. Biden 
once joked that he spoke more over the 
phone with then-President Petro 
Poroshenko than with his wife during those 
turbulent years. And after watching the 
United States disengage from the world 
stage in some ways under President Donald 
Trump, Ukrainians who are happy with the 
U.S. election result hope the country will get 
a boost in its battles against both corrup-
tion and aggression from Russia, which 
continues to support separatists who hold 
parts of two eastern oblasts and whose sim-
mering war with Kyiv has killed more than 
13,000 people. “Ukraine is blessed to have a 
U.S. President with profound and personal 
knowledge of our country,” Mr. Poroshenko 
tweeted in English late on November 7, 
voicing hope for “committed trans-Atlantic 
leadership.” Current President Volodymyr 
Zelenskyy congratulated President-elect 
Biden and Vice President-elect Kamala 
Harris, tweeting that Ukraine “is optimistic 
about the future of the strategic partner-
ship” with the United States. (Mark 
Raczkiewycz of RFE/RL)

How will Biden change U.S. policy?

As a candidate, Joe Biden said he would 
reverse many of the foreign-policy initia-
tives of the Trump administration, such as 

withdrawing the United States from inter-
national agreements, and work to repair 
the trans-Atlantic relationship that he con-
tends has been the key to stability in 
Europe over the past 75 years. He has said 
he would take a tougher stand on Russia, 
expressed strong support for Ukraine, and 
would rejoin the 2015 nuclear agreement 
with Iran, if Tehran holds up its end of the 
deal. He said he would take “immediate 
steps” upon entering office to strengthen 
alliances “and once more have America 
lead the world.” In contrast to President 
Donald Trump, who in 2016 called NATO 
“obsolete,” Mr. Biden has called it the “most 
effective political-military alliance in mod-
ern history” and said it must remain strоng 
while adapting to new kinds of threats 
from Russia. “To counter Russian aggres-
sion, we must keep the alliance’s military 
capabilities sharp while also expanding its 
capacity to take on nontraditional threats, 
such as weaponized corruption, disinfor-
mation and cybertheft,” he wrote in the 
journal Foreign Affairs earlier in 2020, in 
an article setting out his positions on a 
range of issues. Mr. Biden has said he would 
take a tougher stand against Russian 
President Vladimir Putin, and has called 
Moscow an “opponent” as well as the big-
gest “threat” to the security of the United 
States today. He has criticized the Kremlin 
for actions including the seizure of Crimea 
and for its role in the war between Kyiv and 
Russia-backed separatists in Ukraine’s 
Donbas region. He has also accused it of 
interfering in U.S. elections and of being 
behind attacks on Russian journalists and 
civil society leaders. “Unlike Trump, I’ll 
defend our democratic values and stand up 
to autocrats like Putin,” Mr. Biden said in a 
tweet in August. He has also threatened to 
punish Moscow if it interfered in the 2020 
election and rejected Mr. Trump’s idea of 
inviting Russia back into the Group of 
Seven leading industrialized countries. “We 
must impose real costs on Russia for its 
violations of international norms and stand 
with Russian civil society, which has brave-
ly stood up time and again against... Putin’s 
kleptocratic authoritarian system,” he 
wrote in the Foreign Affairs article. Mr. 

(Continued on page 10)
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by Yuri Lapaiev
Eurasia Daily Monitor

From the earliest days of war in 
Ukraine’s eastern Donbas region, some 
bloggers and security experts noted key 
similarities between the situation in the 
temporarily occupied territories of Donetsk 
and Luhansk and that of Azerbaijan’s 
Karabakh and surrounding areas. In both 
cases, war had de facto created self-pro-
claimed and unrecognized republics, the 
separatists enjoyed quasi-unofficial sup-
port from a neighboring country, and popu-
lar desires have burned for liberating the 
occupied territories. Even the international 
platform for solving the Karabakh crisis – 
the Minsk Group under the auspices of the 
Organization for Security and Cooperation 
in Europe (OSCE) – superficially resembles 
the Trilateral Contact Group for Ukraine, 
mediated by the OSCE and having negotiat-
ed two ceasefire documents in Minsk.

Those parallels have also extended to 
frontline efforts and results. As in the case 
of Karabakh, the war in Ukraine has long 
had no end in sight. In 2016, after another 
round of clashes between Azerbaijan and 
Armenia, Ukrainian political analyst Evhen 
Zherebetskiy identified two main reasons 
for the lack of progress in solving the 
Karabakh crisis: the passive positions of 
the United States and the European Union 
in the negotiation process as well as 
Russian sabotage and hybrid-style policies 
toward the South Caucasus. He also insist-
ed that Moscow, as a major regional actor, 
exploits the Karabakh conflict for its own 
geopolitical goals – a fact likely to drag the 
war out endlessly. Likewise, in the 
Ukrainian case, Mr. Zherebetskiy sees the 
Minsk peace agreements reached with 
Russia as useless (PolUkr, April 14, 2016).

After the latest Karabakh offensive began 
on September 27, many Ukrainian defense 
and security experts quickly undertook to 
compare the situation there with the ongo-
ing war in Donbas. A natural point of focus 
was on Azerbaijani tactics, which have 
emphasized the wide use of unmanned aer-
ial vehicles (UAV) and active above-ground 
reconnaissance. For example, in a piece for 
Petr i Mazepa, military expert Kirill 
Danilchenko analyses the successful record 
of modern Turkish-built Bayraktar TB2 
strike UAVs, which Azerbaijan purchased 
and has actively deployed against Armenian 
forces. Mr. Danilchenko insists that such tac-
tics could also be useful for Ukraine (which 
incidentally also wields these same Turkish 
drones). Moreover, he writes, the Ukrainian 
government should increase the number of 
similar UAVs in the army, while Ukraine’s 
defense industry should focus on develop-
ing anti-UAV weapons and electronic war-
fare (EW)-scramblers (Petr i Mazepa, 
October 10). 

Another famous defense blogger, 
Yaroslav Bondarenko, explicitly hopes that 
the Azerbaijan operation can serve as an 
example for the Ukrainian Armed Forces on 
how to go about liberating the eastern 
Donbas (Facebook.com/YaroslavBonda 
renko.BlogUA, October 27). Meanwhile, the 
issue of protecting ground forces from sim-
ilar UAV strikes is being broadly discussed 
by Ukrainian bloggers and across online 
social networks and thematic military 
forums (Twitter.com/dr_blackerny, October 
17). 

In turn, Oleh Katkov, an expert from 
Defense Express, in analyzing the fighting 

in Karabakh, has underlined the impor-
tance of modern interconnected communi-
cation and control systems for the armed 
forces. Artem Vyunnyk, the CEO of the 
company Atlon Avia, which develops the 
newest Ukrainian strike drone Hrim 
(Thunder), has argued that this type of (loi-
tering munition) UAV is uniquely suited for 
carrying out high-precision strikes against 
military targets such as radar installations. 
Notably, Azerbaijani forces fighting in 
Karabakh clearly demonstrated the capa-
bilities of loitering munition drones, using 
them to destroy large numbers of 
Armenian tanks and convoys (Radio 
Svoboda, October 18).

Yet aside from purely military issues, an 
important political question must first be 
resolved. For now, Ukraine officially 
remains committed to the Minsk peace 
process, which implies that Kyiv does not 
see a clear option for militarily retaking the 
Donbas. Ukrainian President Volodymyr 
Zelenskyy, in his numerous comments on 
the subject, routinely underlines the impor-
tance of finding a peaceful solution via dip-
lomatic negotiations in the Trilateral or 
Normandy (Ukraine, Russia, France, 
Germany) group formats (YouTube, 
October 11). He still stresses that there 
must be a workable ceasefire and with-
drawal of forces from the combat zone, 
even despite a recent uptick in frontline 
violations and two Ukrainian soldiers killed 
in action (Facebook.com/pressjfo.news, 
October 30). 

That said, it is worth pointing out that in 
mid-October, President Zelenskyy said that, 
even though Ukrainian authorities continue 
to adhere to the Minsk agreements signed 
by his predecessor, “they must be flexible” 
(President.gov.ua, October 12). And soon 
after the fighting in the South Caucasus 
broke out, he asserted that the Karabakh 
case shows there are no “frozen conflicts,” 
because they can explode in any time. That 
is why, in his opinion, Ukraine must solve 
its problem fast to avoid creating another 
“frozen conflict” in Donbas (Interfax, 
October 2).

Some Ukrainian opposition politicians 
support a review of the Minsk ceasefire 
agreements. During last month’s (October 
23) virtual meeting of the Kyiv Security 
Forum, Kira Rudyk, the leader of the Holos 
political party in the Verkhovna Rada, 
declared that the Minsk agreements do not 
work, do not fit Ukraine’s interests and 
need to be replaced by a new action plan 
(Ksf.openukraine.org, October 23). Similar 
views were expressed by Ambassador 
Volodymyr Vasylenko, a member of the 
Strategic Council of the Movement Against 
Capitulation and a former judge on the 
International Criminal Tribunal for the for-
mer Yugoslavia (2001-2005). He declared 
that the act of Russia’s occupation of the 
eastern Donbas is a sign that the aggression 
against Ukraine goes on (Tyzhden, October 
23).

Vitaly Portnikov, a political observer for 
Radio Free Europe/Radio Liberty, is con-
vinced that the latest ceasefire in the 
Donbas (agreed to on July 27 and more or 
less holding to date) does not mean the war 
there is over by any means. Rather, any 
pause in fighting allows the conflict partici-
pants to simply prepare for future battles, 
as Azerbaijan did recently (YouTube, 
September 29).

Ukraine looks for applicable lessons
in latest war in Karabakh region
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Russians contemplate importance of U.S. elections for Russia
by Pavel K. Baev

Eurasia Daily Monitor

As the outcome of the 2020 presidential 
election in the United States became clear, 
many Russians began to reflect on what the 
result might mean for Russia’s position in 
global affairs. While most Russians did not 
have a preference for the winner, the fierce 
political contestation in the U.S. attracted 
massive attention, and not merely because 
of the entertainment value (Rossiiskaya 
Gazeta, November 4). Official Kremlin pro-
paganda has unsuccessfully sought to pres-
ent this exercise of public will on the other 
side of the world as a political circus or to 
interpret the divisions within the U.S. elec-
torate as a profound crisis of democracy 
(Republic.ru, November 5). The predictions 
of violent chaos in the streets of 
Washington and other U.S. cities were dis-
appointed; and in the days of meticulous 
counting of votes, Russians have had time 
to contemplate the issues that motivated 
millions of Americans to opt for change – or 
against it (see Eurasia Daily Monitor, 

November 5).
One immediately clear difference from 

the U.S. elections of four years ago is that 
Russia has been almost entirely absent 
from the heated and multifarious political 
debates throughout the United States. This 
is only partly a consequence of cautious 
self-restraint on the part of Russian special 
services from interfering in the electoral 
process (Izvestia, November 5). More sig-
nificant has been Moscow’s patent inability 
to make a difference in the key internation-
al problems that concern U.S. voters: from 
the COVID-19 pandemic to world trade to 
the rise of China to climate change. This 
contraction of Russia’s profile as a major 
international troublemaker does not trans-
late into opportunities for improving bilat-
eral U.S.-Russian relations, and most 
experts expect a further tightening of the 
Western sanctions regime (VTimes, 
November 5). Quite remarkably, some 
influential voices in Moscow now argue 
against the usual exploitation of the con-
frontation with the West for domestic pur-
poses and habitual portrayal of the U.S. as 

Russia’s inherently hostile adversary 
(Kommersant, November 2).

One area where some positive develop-
ments could still happen is in arms control, 
which experienced a severe degradation 
during Donald Trump’s presidency. The 
most pressing issue now is the temporary 
prolongation of the New START strategic 
nuclear weapons limitation treaty, signed 
at the apex of the last U.S.-Russian “reset,” 
in 2010. The treaty is scheduled to expire in 
February 2021 (Nezavisimaya Gazeta, 
November 1). President Vladimir Putin has 
offered some concessions to the U.S. 
demands for freezing nuclear arsenals but 
has so far been disappointed by the con-
strained response from Washington 
(Ezhednevny Zhurnal, October 29). 
Engaging in meaningful talks with the U.S. 
and reaching agreements that implicitly 
confirm Russia’s status as a nuclear super-
power is a matter of exceptional impor-
tance for Moscow, but no U.S. administra-
tion could possibly put any trust in Mr. 
Putin’s promises, so agreement on a work-
able verification scheme remains the key 

stumbling block (Carnegie.ru, October 30).
The arrival of a new though familiar U.S. 

president could help mend strained trans-
Atlantic relations, an issue Russia tracks 
with deep concern (Nezavisimaya Gazeta, 
November 1). Every step toward restoring 
political cohesion within the North Atlantic 
Treaty Organization makes Moscow’s tradi-
tional game of playing on U.S.-European 
disagreements less profitable. At the same 
time, despite an incoming new administra-
tion to the White House, Russian policy 
planners cannot realistically expect any 
softening of Washington’s position on bur-
den-sharing; the U.S. will continue to expect 
the Europeans to increase expenditures on 
their own defense (Carnegie.ru, October 
27). 

Moscow will additionally have to expect 
greater U.S. attention to Ukraine from the 
top. Most immediately, however, Russia’s 
interactions with the more united West will 
be affected by the maturing political crisis 
in Belarus, where Mr. Putin has no good 

 NEWS ANALYSIS

PARSIPPANY, N.J. – Archimandrite 
Mykhailo Onyshchenko, exarch of the 
Ecumenical Patriarchate since 2018, was 
elected by the Holy Synod of the 
Ecumenical Patriarchate on October 6 to be 
elevated to bishop. His titular see is 
Comana, an early Christian city in Turkey 
that is recognized as the place where St. 
John Chrysostom was originally buried.

Having served as a priest in Lutsk, Volyn 
Oblast, the Rev. Onyshchenko served as an 
inspector of the theological seminary in 
Lutsk. He studied in Greece for 10 years, 
and later served as rector of the Church of 
St. Alypius the Stylite of the Patriarchate of 
Constantinople in Antalya, Turkey. 

The Rev. Onyshchenko was enthroned as 

exarch of the Ecumenical Patriarchate on 
February 2, 2019, in Kyiv at St. Andrew 
Orthodox Church, headed by Metropolitan 
Emmanuel (Adamakis) of France, with 
Greek hierarchs. St. Andrew Church is a 
stavropegial church of the Ecumenical 
Patriarchate since 2018, after a vote by the 
Verkhovna Rada. 

 The previous bishop of Comana was 
Bishop Gabriel (de Walder), who led the 
diocese in Paris (1946-2013). No date for 
the consecration for Bishop Mykhailo or 
any other related details have been 
announced by the Ecumenical Patriarchate.

Sources: Risu.org.ua, Facebook.com/
EcumenicalPatriarchate

PARSIPPANY, N.J. – Pope Francis on 
October 24 appointed Bishop Dionysiy 
Lyakhovych, OSBM, as apostolic exarch for 
Ukrainian Catholics of the Byzantine Rite 
residing in Italy.

The announcement of the creation of the 
Apostolic Exarchate for Ukrainian Catholics 
of the Byzantine Rite residing in Italy had 
been made on July 11, 2019, by Pope 
Francis.

There are reported to be 70,000 
Ukrainian Catholic believers in Italy, united 
in 145 communities and served by 60-plus 
priests. The Cathedral Church and residence 
of the Apostolic Exarchate are the Parish 
Church of Ss. Sergius and Bacchus in Rome.

An increase in the number of Ukrainian 
Catholics in Italy began at the end of the 20th 
century, and the spiritual needs of Ukrainian 
Catholics had been previously served as part 
of the Migrantes service of the Italian 
Episcopal Conference, through the appoint-
ment of a national coordinator and the spiri-
tual mentors in the communities were 
appointed by local diocesan bishops. 

Bishop Dionysiy was born on July 2, 

1946, in Pombasi, Itaiopolis, Santa Catarina 
state, Brazil. He took his monastic vows on 
March 30, 1970, and was ordained to the 
priesthood on December 8, 1972.

A graduate of the Pontifical Institute of 
St. Anselm and the Pontifical Gregorian 
University, the Rev. Lyakhovych served the 
pastoral needs and was engaged in aca-
demic activities in Brazil, where he was rec-
tor of the seminary and Institute of 
Philosophy in Curitiba. 

In 1991 he arrived in Ukraine, where he 
revived the philosophical and theological 
studios of the Basilian Order. From 1996 to 
2004 he served as proto-archimandrite of 
the Basilian Order of St. Josaphat.

He was elected bishop of the Kyiv-
Galician Supreme Archeparchy on 
December 21, 2005, and was consecrated 
as bishop in Prudentopolis, Brazil, on 
February 26, 2006.

Pope Benedict XVI appointed Bishop 
Dionysiy on Janaury 7, 2009, to the office of 
the apostolic visitator for Ukrainian Greek-
Catholics in Italy and Spain. 

Source: Risu.org.ua 

RFE/RL

U.S. allies from Europe to East Asia have 
congratulated Joe Biden on his election as 
the next U.S. president, with Germany hail-
ing it as a “new and exciting chapter” in 
trans-Atlantic ties and Japan’s leader pledg-
ing to work to ensure “peace, freedom and 
prosperity in the Indo-Pacific region.”

While many allies were quick to offer 
warm words after Mr. Biden was declared 
the winner on November 7, a number of 
other prominent European and world lead-
ers either stayed silent or issued more tem-
pered statements of support.

In Moscow, the Kremlin had issued no 
statement on the election as of mid-after-
noon on November 8.

Hungary’s prime minister, whose anti-
democratic policies have alienated him 
from European Union and NATO partners 
and who is an open supporter of President 
Donald Trump, sent a letter of congratula-
tions to Mr. Biden, according to Viktor 
Orban’s spokesman.

“Allow me to congratulate you on the 
successful presidential campaign. I wish 
you good health and continuous successes 
in carrying out your extremely responsible 
mission,” Mr. Orban said, according to the 
Hungarian state news agency MTI.

In the days following the November 3 
election, pro-government media in 
Hungary published unsubstantiated claims 
of fraud in the U.S. vote.

In Poland, another NATO ally, President 
Andrezj Duda gave qualified praise to Mr. 
Biden “as we await the nomination by the 
Electoral College.”

Formally, Mr. Biden will not be the win-
ner of the U.S. election until the Electoral 
College meets next month, and then the U.S. 
Congress ratifies those votes in early 
January. But the declaration of Mr. Biden’s 
victory, made by all major U.S. news media 
on November 7, is widely accepted as 
definitive.

Iran’s president, Hassan Rohani, mean-
while suggested the new Biden administra-
tion would be able to “compensate for... 
previous mistakes” – a reference to Mr. 
Biden’s predecessor, Mr. Trump.

“Now there is an opportunity for the 

future American administration to com-
pensate for its previous mistakes and 
return to the path of adherence to interna-
tional commitments,” Mr. Rohani said in a 
statement posted on his website.

Tensions with Iran skyrocketed under 
President Trump, who pulled Washington 
out of the 2015 nuclear accord and reim-
posed crippling economic sanctions. Mr. 
Trump also ordered the drone assassina-
tion in Baghdad of the powerful command-
er of the Islamic Revolutionary Guards 
Corps’s Quds Force, Major General Qasem 
Soleimani. That killing stunned Tehran and 
many Iranians.

Mr. Biden has said that he planned to 
embark on a “credible path to return to 
diplomacy” with Iran and raised the possi-
bility of returning to the nuclear deal, nego-
tiated when he was vice-president under 
President Barack Obama.

Mr. Biden has said he wants to strength-
en the trans-Atlantic relationship, including 
reinvigorating NATO. Some former officials 
in the Trump White House had warned that 
Mr. Trump might try to withdraw the 
United States from NATO if he had won a 
second term.

European leaders expressed a sigh of 
relief when the election outcome was 
announced.

German Chancellor Angela Merkel said 
she “looked forward to future cooperation 
with President Biden. Our trans-Atlantic 
friendship is irreplaceable if we are to mas-
ter the great challenges of our time.”

French President Emmanuel Macron 
tweeted: “The Americans have chosen their 
President. Congratulations @JoeBiden and 
@KamalaHarris! We have a lot to do to 
overcome today’s challenges. Let’s work 
together!”

British Prime Minister Boris Johnson, 
seen by many as a Trump ally and support-
er, congratulated Mr. Biden and Ms. Harris 
on her “historic victory.”

“The U.S. is our most important ally and I 
look forward to working closely together 
on our shared priorities, from climate 
change to trade and security,” Mr. Johnson 
said.

Ecumenical Patriarchate elevates 
Ukrainian exarch to bishop

Pope Francis appoints Bishop Dionysiy
as exarch for Ukrainian Catholics in Italy

U.S. allies congratulate Biden on election

(Continued on page 11)

(Continued on page 14)
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The Ukrainian National Association Inc. has been, and continues to be, the leading publisher in the United 
States of Ukrainian- and English-language news about Ukraine and Ukrainians around the globe. The UNA’s 
flagship publication, Svoboda, founded in 1893, is the oldest continuously published Ukrainian-language news-
paper in the world; The Ukrainian Weekly, founded in 1933, is the oldest continuously published English-
language newspaper in the world focused on Ukraine. 

The UNA seeks to fill the position of editor for each publication. 

Responsibilities of Editors

Manage all aspects of newspaper production, including 
editorial and design, specifically:

• Oversee day-to-day operations of the publications
• Prepare and review content on all delivery platforms, 

print and digital
• Develop a network of freelance journalists and contribu-

tors around the world to cover local communities where 
Ukrainians and those of Ukrainian descent reside

• Monitor news sources (news services, other media, websites)
In addition, work with the Publisher to:
• Develop and function within publication budgets
• Coordinate development of sales and marketing strate-

gies for the publications

The Editors will work with the staffs of both publications, as 
well as the Publisher, to set editorial and marketing priorities 
to include: establishment of a new digital strategy for the two 
publications; identification of contributors from across the globe; 
development of standard and special content categories; coor-
dination with advertising and outreach efforts. 

Professional Requirements for Editors

• Strong editorial background and sub-
stantial journalistic experience

• Fluency in both Ukrainian and English, 
with Ukrainian as the primary language for 
Svoboda and English as the primary lan-
guage for The Ukrainian Weekly

• University degree in journalism, media 
communications, or related field

• Proven ability to work with correspon-
dents around the globe

• Familiarity with Ukrainian communities 
of North America; familiarity with communi-
ties abroad — a plus

• Knowledge of history and current 
events regarding Ukraine

• Excellent knowledge of editorial soft-
ware, familiarity with design software, and 
strong understanding of online capabilities, 
in particular, research and use of social 
media

Both positions offer a flexible work environment; Editors can work remotely with occasional visits to the UNA 
Home Office in Parsippany, NJ. 

The UNA seeks proactive and collaborative individuals who can communicate clearly and work closely with 
the Publisher, members of the Ukrainian community, as well as global organizations. 

Join our team! Please send cover letter, resume, four writing samples (preferably two in English, two in 
Ukrainian) and contact information for three recommendations to: info@unainc.org or Ukrainian National 
Association, 2200 Route 10, Parsippany, NJ 07054.

EXCITING OPPORTUNITIES FOR CREATIVE,
INNOVATIVE MEDIA PROFESSIONALS

EDITOR: SVOBODA            EDITOR: THE UKRAINIAN WEEKLY

The following statement was released by the Ukrainian 
Canadian Congress on November 11.

Today we honor the sacrifices and courage of those 
who have served in Canada’s Armed Forces defending our 
freedom. On Remembrance Day, Canadians from coast to 
coast to coast pause in tribute to those who bravely defend 
the liberty and peace that we enjoy.

Throughout the decades – on battlefields of Vimy, Hill 
70, Juno Beach, Ortona, Kapyong, the mountains of 
Afghanistan and countless places around the world, in the 
skies above Europe and Asia, in the Pacific and Atlantic 
oceans – Canadians have fought with honor defending our 
country from the scourge of tyranny. Many would pay the 
ultimate price – giving their lives for our freedom. Many 
would return home wounded, bearing the physical and 
psychological scars of the horrors of war. All are remem-
bered and revered by a grateful nation that can never 
repay the debt we owe them.

“Today we pause for two minutes of silence in memory 
of the Canadians who have fallen defending our country 
and our way of life,” stated Capt. (Ret’d) Andre 
Sochaniwsky CD, president of the Ukrainian War Veterans 
Association of Canada. “May we forever remember and 
honor their patriotism, commitment to duty and valor.”

In 2014, war returned to Europe. Russia invaded 
Ukraine and is today waging a war of aggression in 
Ukraine’s east. As Ukrainian Canadians, we pay tribute to 
the soldiers of the Ukrainian Armed Forces, who today 
bravely defend their country’s freedom from a foreign 
aggressor. We thank the 200 Canadian soldiers training 
their Ukrainian allies in Operation UNIFIER.

Every day, Ukraine’s sons and daughters bravely defend 
their country’s freedom. They fight for the principles of 
liberty, justice, peace and democracy that we as Canadians 
hold dear. May God help them be victorious.

Lest We Forget. Вічная Пам’ять.

FOR THE RECORD

Ukrainian Canadian Congress
on Remembrance Day 2020

L I K E 
on Facebook!
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With much of the mainstream media focused on the 2020 presidential election 
results, a lesser-known candidate for U.S. Congress made history.

In a Facebook post, Andriy Futey, president of the Ukrainian Congress 
Committee of America, stated: “For the first time in history, there will be a 
Ukrainian-born in the U.S. Congress. Congratulations to Ms. Victoria Spartz on her 
election to the U.S. House of Representatives from the 5th District of Indiana. She 
hails from the town of Nosivka, Chernihiv Oblast, and has lived in Indiana since 
2000. We wish her much success and look forward to building a strong working 
relationship with the Ukrainian Congress Committee of America and the entire 
Ukrainian American community.”

Rep.-elect Spartz (who served previously as a state senator) won by a margin of 
4 percent against 2018 lieutenant governor nominee Christina Hale. Rep. Spartz 
won every county in the district with the exception of Marion County. Rep. Spartz 
will also be the first naturalized citizen to represent Indiana in the U.S. House of 
Representatives.

During the campaign, Ms. Hale launched what Rep. Spartz’s two daughters 
called “crazy” accusations against Rep. Spartz, questioning the Ukrainian lending 
her own campaign $1.27 million. Her children recalled that their mother came to 
the U.S. at the age of 21 with all of her worldly possessions “in a suitcase.”

The Indy Star reported on November 3 that, during the campaign, Rep. Spartz 
was at a disadvantage when it came to fund-raising. Ms. Hale consistently out-
raised Rep. Spartz during the primary and general election. As of October 14, Ms. 
Hale had raised almost $3.5 million without any personal loans, while Rep. Spartz 
had raised more than $1.4 million. 

Rep. Spartz loaned herself an additional $1.27 million, for a total of just under 
$2.7 million. More than $12 million was raised from outside sources for the entire 
campaign by all parties, the Indy Star noted.

Ms. Spartz ran on the campaign slogan “Less government. More freedom.” Her 
campaign website, (www.spartzforcongress.com) pointed out: 

“In many ways, she embodies the American Dream: born overseas, immigrating 
to the United States 20 years ago after meeting her husband, a born and raised 
Hoosier, on a train in Europe, becoming a U.S. citizen, and working her way up 
from bank teller to a CPA, finance executive and successful business owner.

“Growing up in socialist-controlled Ukraine, she experienced firsthand the dark 
side of socialism. Living through this molded her conservative political philosophy: 
limited government is always better, and financial and health-care decisions should 
be made by individuals in the free market, not bureaucrats and special interests.”

In the U.S., she served as CFO in the Office of the Indiana Attorney General, was 
an adjunct faculty member at the Kelley School of Business and worked as an audi-
tor among the “Big Four” Fortune 500 firms. She is also a real estate owner, finan-
cial consultant and an owner of farming businesses. She also completed the 
Harvard Business School Executive Education program on health care.

Following her victory, Ms. Spartz stated: “I am so honored and humbled by the 
trust the people of Indiana’s 5th District have placed in me. This has been a long, 
tough campaign and I look forward to uniting Hoosiers around real solutions and 
serving every resident of Indiana’s 5th District by ensuring we have the right policies 
for a strong economy, good schools, affordable health care and a great quality of life.” 

During her term in the state Senate, she served on the following committees: 
Education and Career Development, Pensions and Labor, Environmental Affairs, 
Insurance and Financial Institutions; she also was a chair of the Audit and 
Financial Reporting Subcommittee of the Legislative Council.

The tasks Ms. Spartz plans to focus on include: reducing government spending 
and debt; reforming the immigration system and increasing border security; a 
stronger national defense and military; health-care reform to increase transparen-
cy, competition and consumer choice; education reform aimed at increasing earn-
ing potential and workforce development programs, as well as improve account-
ability of colleges and meet the demands of the future workforce; government 
transparency and accountability to reduce confusion and inefficiency, reducing 
bureaucracy and holding government leaders accountable; business regulations to 
reduce regulatory powers of the executive branch to promote a thriving environ-
ment for all businesses, regardless of size; and instituting term limits to a maxi-
mum of three terms or less.

The Ukrainian Weekly shares the sentiment of the UCCA statement, which 
underscored: “Hoping more promising, civic-minded Ukrainian Americans will 
run for office!”

The Ukrainian Weekly

Fifteen years ago, on November 19, 2005, President Viktor 
Yushchenko delivered a radio address that marked the first anni-
versary of the Orange Revolution, noting the ideals of the Maidan 
and the challenges facing Ukraine at the time.

The anniversary is celebrated on November 22, and Mr. 
Yushchenko added that “Ukraine proved that we were citizens 

ready to importunately defend our major right – the right of choice. All of us standing in 
squares in Kyiv or Lviv, Odesa or Donetsk will forever preserve this feeling of unity and 
pride in the people and the country. …But we would never have gained our victory with-
out other squares, no matter which banners and flags they were carrying. Donetsk patrio-
tism, Lviv composure, Kharkiv responsibility, Sumy courage and Cherkasy optimism were 
all bricks of the foundation of our new country.”

Nov.

19
2005

Turning the pages back...

by Halya Coynash

Leonid Kravchuk, Ukraine’s former presi-
dent and leader of the Ukrainian delegation 
to the Trilateral Contact Group, has present-
ed a roadmap envisaging elections in occu-
pied Donbas by March 31, 2021. While any 
chance of such elections being free and fair 
are effectively nil, the anger expressed in 
Parliament, and any accusations of “capitu-
lation” or “treason” are probably premature, 
since the prerequisites in the roadmap are 
also impossible. The initial plan put forward 
by Russia, via its proxy “Donetsk and 
Luhansk people’s republics” [hereinafter 
referred to as ORDLO], is equally unrealistic, 
albeit for different reasons.

The list of “joint steps” presented by Mr. 
Kravchuk on November 5 followed publica-
tion by the pro-Russian Strana.ua of an 
ORDLO roadmap containing 15 points pre-
sented two weeks earlier. These propose 
adding to Ukraine’s Constitution recogni-
tion of “special status” for the so-called 
“republics” until 2050 and the holding of 
elections without reinstatement of control 
over the border with Russia and very vague 
words about demilitarization. 

Essentially, everything about the docu-
ment echoes Moscow’s agenda since 2014, 
beginning with the fact that it speaks of two 
parties: Ukraine and ORDLO. Ukraine does 
not recognize these illegal armed forma-
tions, and all negotiations at Minsk and via 
the Normandy Format are with Russia. That 
alone demonstrates that the ORDLO/
Moscow document is a political gesture, 
rather than a serious proposal. The same, 
however, can probably be said of the plan 
for joint steps that Mr. Kravchuk presents, 
since it repeats demands which are certain-
ly legitimate, but that Russia will not accept.

The Russian/ORDLO document:
• Makes no demands on Russia at all, 

with the aggressor state, which finances, 
partially mans, arms and controls ORDLO, 
not mentioned.

• Demands that Ukraine’s Verkhovna 
Rada affirm this roadmap.

• After this, over 15 days, lists for 
exchange of prisoners and the exchange 
itself would take place. Since the militants 
are only admitting to holding 89 hostages, 
any exchange, even if formally on the basis 
of all for all, as per the Minsk Agreement, 
would still leave around 140-150 hostages 
and POWs in captivity.

• This would be in parallel to disengage-
ment at four places and to President 
Volodymyr Zelenskyy tabling a bill in the 
Verkhovna Rada on amendments to the 
Constitution, creating regions with special 
status until 2050. There would also be a new 
Law on Special Status. This would allow 
Ukrainian Armed Forces to be deployed in 
ORDLO only at the decision of their district 
councils and would ban residents of other 
regions from taking part in rallies and simi-
lar events with more than 100 people.

• Envisions a full amnesty and ban on 
discriminating against people who took 
part in the events in occupied Donbas. 
There is no mention of vital exceptions, 
such as war crimes and other grave crimes.

• Calls for elections before control is 
regained over the border between Ukraine 
and Russia. 

Ukraine proposes:
• Full demilitarization of ORDLO; with-

drawal of foreign forces, illegal armed for-
mations and mercenaries from Ukrainian 
territory at the beginning of 2021.

• Reinstatement of control of the state 
border.

• By the middle of November – full and 
absolute access by international bodies, 

including the International Red Cross, to all 
people held prisoner, and the exchange of 
all such prisoners, on the basis of all for all, 
by December 15.

• Revocation by Russia of all decisions 
and documents interfering in ORDLO, in 
particular regarding the granting of 
Russian citizenship.

• Quadrupling the number of members 
of the Special Monitoring Mission of the 
Organization for Security and Cooperation 
in Europe (OSCE).

• Only after all of this would elections be 
organized and held (up to March 31, 2021).

While the Russian/ORDLO side 
demands special status until 2050, the 
Ukrainian roadmap proposes a free eco-
nomic zone until 2050.

There can surely be no possibility of the 
Ukrainian delegation agreeing to even con-
sider a roadmap that pretends that the 
aggressor state is not a party to any agree-
ment and would effectively mean Ukraine 
directly making an agreement with the ille-
gal armed formations that Russia controls. 
It also cannot agree to elections that cannot 
possibly be fair, if the area is not demilita-
rized and Ukraine has not regained control 
of the border with Russia.

Russian President Vladimir Putin’s press 
secretary Dmitry Peskov has claimed that 
Ukraine’s plan, with respect to demilitar-
ization and reinstatement of control over 
the border before elections can be held, 
contradicts the Minsk Agreements. They do 
not contradict the first Minsk Agreement in 
September 2014, however Minsk II, 
achieved when Russian military might was 
being heavily deployed near Debaltseve in 
February 2015, assumes demilitarization 
before elections, but is considerably less 
clear about control over the border. 

Both President Zelenskyy and Mr. 
Kravchuk have made it clear that this order 
is unrealistic and unacceptable. Although 
there was concern in October 2019 over 
Ukraine’s apparent acquiescence to the so-
called Steinmeier formula (named after the 
German foreign affairs minister at the time, 
Franz-Walter Steinmeier), the agreement to 
a law on special status immediately follow-
ing elections did not necessarily signal a 
shift in Ukraine’s position. Mr. Zelenskyy 
was adamant that, for free and fair elections 
to be possible in the occupied Donbas, “the 
border must be ours” and “there must not 
be any military.” There can be no elections at 
gunpoint, he stressed. He was also emphatic 
that any elections must be held in accor-
dance with Ukraine’s Constitution and legis-
lation, and found by the OSCE to have been 
in accordance with democratic standards. 

While the OSCE, and France and 
Germany, as the other two members of the 
Normandy Four, might well prefer Ukraine 
to be less demanding, they can hardly sug-
gest that free and fair elections can be held 
in the total absence of freedom of speech 
and assembly and amid heavily armed mili-
tants, backed and supplied from a border 
that only Russia controls.

Ukrainian political analyst Vitaly 
Portnikov noted Mr. Peskov’s comments, 
saying that they show yet again that Russia 
has no need of either roadmaps, or peace. 
Mr. Putin, he believes, has no intention of 
reaching any agreement with Mr. Zelenskyy, 
nor of withdrawing Russian forces from the 
Donbas. Mr. Putin wanted to prevent 
Ukraine’s closer relations with the European 
Union and the Association Agreement. He 
failed, thanks to the Maidan and the resis-
tance of the Ukrainian people, and is now 
using territorial issues and war as pressure 
on Ukraine and a means of obstructing its 
greater integration with the EU and NATO.

Russia foists negotiations with Donbas proxies
of Ukraine via fake Minsk roadmap

(Continued on page 7)

The first Ukrainian-born  
member of Congress

 COMMENTARY
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Mr. Yushchenko made the distinction 
that, although Ukraine had been indepen-
dent for 13 years during the Orange 
Revolution, Ukraine became free in 
November 2004, and “freedom,” he added, 
“is the greatest accomplishment of the 
Maidan.”

Mr. Yushchenko inaugurated Freedom 
Day, an annual celebration of the Orange 
Revolution, and underscored that this holi-
day is “to assert the ideals of democracy 
and national dignity.” He stated: “One year 
ago, our fight for democracy did not stop. 
We only started this path on the Maidan. 
Twelve months ago, we lived in a country 
with no freedom of speech and no political 
competition… One of the major demands of 
the people was to fight corruption. This 
week, I signed an order on urgent mea-
sures to fight corruption and legalize the 
economy. The government has three 
months to formulate bills to fight corrup-
tion and improve the procedure making 
state officials account for their income and 
assets. I pledged to make each state execu-
tive declare his/her income and expenses. 
This demand of the Maidan will become a 
norm in Ukraine.”

Mr. Yushchenko noted the slogans of the 
Orange Revolution and the work that 
remains, including “Bandits in prisons,” 
“The south and the west are together,” 
“Freedom cannot be stopped,” “Together 
we are many, we cannot be defeated.” To 
ensure free and fair elections, Ukraine 
needs to maintain a free media climate and 
free society, he said.

Mr. Yushchenko expressed hope that the 
unity of the Ukrainian people would be con-
firmed by the parliamentary elections in 
2006. He quoted Volodymyr Vynnychenko, 

who commented on the threat of political 
divisions in Ukraine: “The dark and ancient 
forces divided democracy in Kyiv (perhaps 
even in Ukraine) into two groups. Every day, 
this division was getting greater and greater 
and the fight fiercer. Finally we came to our 
senses, for the fight was too uncompromis-
ing and too harmful for democracy. 
Seriously and sincerely worried, the people 
stopped and looked around to ask them-
selves if there were other ways to reconcile. 
And they found those ways. All you have to 
do is to come closer to each other and 
peacefully shake hands.” Mr. Yushchenko 
added, “Our strength lies within us.”

Mr. Yushchenko underscored the signifi-
cance of the Orange Revolution: “We 
proved to the whole world that we were 
wise Europeans capable of peacefully 
defeating dictators. I know those who ruled 
Ukraine for 13 years cannot accept their 
defeat. They strive for revenge and spare 
no forces or funds to restore their totalitari-
an regime.”

In 2005, perhaps Freedom Day was not 
fully appreciated for its importance, but 
Ukraine had changed in the international 
arena, was being treated as an equal, as a 
responsible and predictable partner. 
Ukraine was preparing for a Ukraine-EU 
summit, where Ukraine was expecting a 
clear signal for market economy status and 
to liberalize visa requirements for 
Ukrainian citizens.

Despite the many challenges for Ukraine 
at the time and now, Mr. Yushchenko 
offered encouragement when he quoted 
Winston Churchill, who said, “Politics is as 
exciting and dangerous as war. However, 
war kills you once, while in politics that 
happens every day and 100 times.”

Source: “For the Record: President 
Yushchenko’s radio address on the ideals of 
the Maidan,” The Ukrainian Weekly, 
November 27, 2005.

Dear Editor:

The November 5 issue of The Ukrainian 
Weekly featured an RFE/RL analysis “U.S. 
Congressional Ukraine Caucus worried 
Nord Stream 2 sanctions bill could be 
dropped.” 

This is a disconcerting development 
because, as members of the Congressional 
Ukraine Caucus have noted, any attempt to 
include language that waters down current 
U.S. sanctions against Nord Stream 2 will 
be detrimental to Ukraine’s interests and 
undo President Donald Trump’s efforts to 
halt construction of the pipeline. If a 
revised version of the bill passes, it will do 
irreparable harm to Ukraine and, at the 
same time, put Germany and Europe in a 
position to be permanently blackmailed by 
Vladimir Putin and Russia. 

The Congressional Ukraine Caucus and 
the Ukrainian diaspora must exert all their 
influence to stop this effort or at the mini-
mum defer a decision on the bill to the next 
Congress and administration. It will be the 
perfect opportunity for Joe Biden to show 
where he really stands on Ukraine. In other 
words, will he cave in to the Democrats 
who are pushing for a laxer sanctions 
regime and throw Ukraine under the bus? 

Or will he veto any such attempt and throw 
his weight behind Ukraine?

This will be a crucial test for the new 
president because it will clearly tell the 
world whether improving relations with 
decadent Germany and help Russia to 
maintain a stranglehold on Europe is more 
important than backing Ukraine’s interests. 

Jaroslaw Martyniuk
Washington

Will Biden lift sanctions
on Nord Stream 2?

 LETTER TO THE EDITOR

GUIDELINES FOR LETTERS 
TO THE EDITOR

The Ukrainian Weekly welcomes letters 
to the editor that react to articles published 
on its pages. Opinions expressed by let-
ter writers are their own and do not nec-
essarily reflect the opinions of either The 
Weekly editorial staff or its publisher, the 
Ukrainian National Association. 

Letters must be signed (anonymous let-
ters are not published) and the city from 
which they are sent will be published under 
the author’s name. However, the daytime 
phone number, e-mail address and com-
plete mailing address of the letter-writer 
must be given for verification purposes. 

THE LENGTH OF LETTERS CAN-
NOT EXCEED 250 WORDS. Letters may 
be edited or abridged. The Weekly reserves 
the right to edit for clarity, civility and 
accuracy. 

Letters should be sent to staff@
ukrweekly.com or to The Ukrainian 
Weekly, 2200 Route 10, P.O. Box 280, 
Parsippany, NJ 07054.

Preliminary observations of UWC and UCCA international election observation missions
UWC

On October 28, the international election 
observation missions of the Ukrainian 
World Congress (UWC) and the Ukrainian 
Congress Committee of America (UCCA) 
presented their preliminary observations 
of Ukraine’s local elections.

The purpose of the UWC and UCCA mis-
sions is to support an open and transparent 
electoral process in Ukraine. The UWC and 
the UCCA support Ukraine’s commitment 
to international standards for free and fair 
elections, which reflect the will of the elec-
torate, and do not support any candidate, 
political party or bloc.

The Central Election Commission of 
Ukraine accredited 26 official observers 
from the UWC and the UCCA. On election 
day, the electoral process was monitored by 
official observers from six countries, name-
ly,  Canada,  the U.S .A. ,  Denmark, 
Switzerland, Great Britain and France. The 
UWC and UCCA missions observed the 
electoral process in the Dnipropetrovsk, 
Donetsk, Kyiv and Chernihiv oblasts, and in 
the city of Kyiv.

The UWC and UCCA international mis-
sions focused on the following key tasks:

• analyzing the legal basis of the elector-
al process, particularly, the Electoral Code 
of Ukraine, and Ukraine’s commitment to 
the Organization for Security and 
Cooperation in Europe and the Council of 
Europe, and in the context of other interna-
tional standards of democratically held 
elections;

• evaluating Ukraine’s readiness to 
ensure democratic elections, counteracting 
possible foreign interference, manipulation 
and violations of the electoral process;

• monitoring Ukraine’s readiness to 
hold elections during the pandemic;

• media monitoring, including interna-
tional media;

• observing the election process on the 
eve of and on election day at polling sta-
tions, as well as observing the vote-count-
ing process and the announcement of elec-
tion results.

The mission noted a number of positive 
legislative changes compared to the 2015 
local elections. This is the first time that the 
suffrage of internally displaced persons 
(IDPs) and internal labor migrants was 
adjusted for the purpose of local elections, 
and that innovative electronic services to 
change electoral addresses were intro-
duced. Almost 92,000 voters used this ser-
vice and changed their voting addresses to 
participate in the local elections.

Another positive factor is the approach 
toward gender representation introduced 
in the Electoral Code of Ukraine during the 
formation of single and territorial electoral 
lists, providing for the inclusion of at least 
two candidates of each gender in every 
consecutive set of five candidates.

It was also the first time that Ukraine 
has adopted the legislative norms to fully 
ensure the voting rights of people with dis-
abilities.

The UWC International Election Mission 
was alarmed by the fact that, despite the 

 NEWS AND VIEWS

Verkhovna Rada’s July announcement 
about the local elections taking place all 
over Ukraine except for the temporarily 
occupied territories, no elections were held 
in 18 territorial communities of the 
Luhansk and Donetsk oblasts.

In 2019, these 18 communities held 
both presidential and parliamentary elec-
tions. Now that a ceasefire has been 
declared, the conditions for holding elec-
tions are likely to be more favorable than a 
year ago.

The mission noticed imperfections of 
legislation that gives civil-military adminis-
trations the right to not comply with the 
resolution of the Verkhovna Rada of 
Ukraine and to decide on the impossibility 
of holding local elections. Notably, civil-mil-
itary administrations have a conflict of 
interest with local communities over con-
trol of community funds. More than 
500,000 voters were effectively robbed of 
their constitutional right to elect the gov-
ernment of local self-government bodies.

Since the launch of the electoral process, 
the UWC and the UCCA international elec-
tion observation missions met with repre-
sentatives of key government bodies that 
were responsible for facilitating various 
aspects of the election: the CEC leadership, 
Ministry of Internal Affairs, National Police, 
Ministry of Health, Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs and representatives of the 
Verkhovna Rada. The UWC and UCCA mis-
sions also worked closely with internation-
al missions, including the OSCE, expert 
NGOs such as the Committee of Voters of 
Ukraine and OPORA, and a number of other 
NGOs and think tanks. In addition, meet-
ings were held with the hierarchs of 
Ukrainian Churches.

The missions noted that any direct inter-
ference in Ukraine’s internal affairs by for-
eign states is absolutely unacceptable. This 
includes campaigning for a political party 

during Hungarian State Secretary Janos 
Arpad Potapy’s visit to the Zakarpattia 
region and the call of Hungarian Foreign 
Affairs Minister Péter Szijjártó addressing 
Hungarians of that region to support the 
party KMKSZ – the Hungarian Party in 
Ukraine – in the local elections on October 
25.

On the eve of and during election day, 
official observers noted the following viola-
tions and difficulties at selected polling sta-
tions:

• delays in opening some polling sta-
tions;

• lack of ballot boxes, in one case one of 
the two mobile ballot boxes could not be 
sealed;

• improper sealing and placement of bal-
lot boxes, including mobile ballot boxes, at 
the polling station;

• attempts to take a picture with a ballot 
paper and attempts to take a ballot paper 
outside;

• lack of voting booths, including special 
voting booths for people with disabilities;

• voting of people with disabilities in 
wheelchairs outside the booths;

• improper arrangement of voting 
booths;

• elements of prohibited campaigning on 
election day;

• problems with lists, the absence on the 
lists of people who were discharged on the 
eve of election day;

• difficult access of elderly people and 
people with disabilities to certain polling 
stations,

• non-compliance with anti-epidemio-
logical measures.

These violations were not systemic and 
generally did not affect the election results. 
These preliminary conclusions are submit-
ted before the counting of votes is complet-(Continued from page 6)

Turning...

(Continued on page 11)
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by Matthew Dubas

PARSIPPANY, N.J. – Undefeated heavy-
weight boxer Oleksandr Usyk (18-0, 13 KO) 
stood his ground and exited the ring the 
unanimous winner after 12 rounds against 
Derek Chisora (30-10, 21 KO) of Great 
Britain on October 31 at O2 Arena in 
London. 

The three judges scored the fight 117-
112, 115-113, 115-113 in favor of Usyk, 
and the Ukrainian picked up the WBO 
Intercontinental title belt, making him the 

mandatory challenger for the WBO heavy-
weight title, which belongs to Anthony 
Joshua (the WBA, WBO and IBF world 
heavyweight champion). Joshua (23-1, 21 
KO), who was ringside at the fight, is sched-
uled to defend his titles against Kubrat 
Pulev (27-1, 13 KO) of Bulgaria on 
December 12 in London. 

Chisora, 36, made the fight difficult for 
Usyk, 33, with the Brit using his size and 
weight advantage against Usyk, but the 
Ukrainian used his skills of foot movement 
and speed to win the bout.

Usyk stated after the fight that he is aim-
ing to become the future undisputed heavy-
weight champion. He had already accom-
plished that feat in the cruiserweight divi-
sion, before he moved up in weight class to 
heavyweight. 

Chisora said he considers himself the 
winner of the bout, despite the fact that he 
was out-boxed in several rounds – particu-
larly the seventh, when Usyk sent Chisora 
to the ropes. Usyk landed a clean left hook 
in the eighth round, with no threatening 
response from Chisora.

BBC boxing correspondent Mike 
Costello, noted:

“I made Usyk an emphatic winner based 
on his much cleaner punching. Chisora 
started well and had success with his plan 
of sticking close to Usyk in the early rounds. 
By halfway though, Chisora’s aggression 
had waned and became spirited rather 
than effective, as Usyk took a lot of the 
punches on the arms and gloves.

“Dillian Whyte joined us for the fight 
commentary and dismissed Usyk as a force 
in the heavyweight division. But being the 
type of character he is, Usyk will have 

learned from this experience, his first real 
test as a heavyweight.”

Reactions

Former world super-middleweight 
champion George Groves: “I had it 9-3 
Usyk. Felt he took his foot off the gas when 
he didn’t get Chisora out of there after the 
big seventh round. Waited for the last 
onslaught from Chisora to come and pass 
but didn’t fancy pushing for an early finish. 
Great win nonetheless.”

Olympic  gold  medal ist  Audley 
Harrison: “Good, good fight – Derek 
fought his heart out and did everything 
he could to break Usyk down ... a classic 
boxer versus the slugger match-up but 
the right man won. But salute to Chisora 
for digging deep and having such a solid 
performance.”

Former world-title challenger Paul 
Smith Jr: “[I] had it 9-3 Usyk. Chisora unfor-
tunately did what a lot of fighters do 
against elite fighters and started in fourth 
gear. Brave and very good effort from 
Chisora, tough as old boots and moves 
great for a heavyweight.”

Heavyweight Oleksandr Usyk asserts his dominance during the fight against Derek 
Chisora in London on October 31.

Boxingscene.com/MarkRobinson

UCC in Warren, Mich., hosts  
eighth annual golf outing

OXFORD, Mich. – The eighth annual 
Ukrainian Cultural Center (UCC) Golf Outing 
took place at Devil’s Ridge Golf Club in 
Oxford, Mich. With precautions in place, 
COVID-19 took a far second place as 84 men 

and women arrived at the golf course for 
this popular annual event that brings 
together participants of all ages for a com-
munity fund-raiser.

The festivities began the evening before 
the July 25 outing, as Ulana Diakiv, the 
manager of Selfreliance Federal Credit 
Union, and Uliana Nykin presented the golf 
committee with a generous donation of 
$5,000. 

As play ended, participants proceeded to 
attend a delicious dinner. It was an added 
treat to have a special guest (and superb 
golfer), the Rev. Basil Solkowski, former 
pastor of St. Josaphat Ukrainian Catholic 
Church in Warren, lead the prayer and 
greet his many friends. Lesia Florchuk, 
president of the Ukrainian Cultural Center 
Board of Directors, graciously thanked all 
participants and sponsors for their gener-
osity and ongoing support of the UCC. A 
sincere thank you was also expressed to 
the Heritage Foundation of Chicago for its 
generous support of the golf outing.

Ed Holowchak, president of the golf 
committee, thanked all golf outing partici-
pants and introduced the other members 
of the golf committee: Alex Maritczak, 
Bohdan Koshiw, Jerry Andriaschko, Pavlo 
Prokop, Adam Dacko, Walter Stepniowski 
and Walter Pytiak. Mr. Pytiak presented 

Usyk claims WBA intercontinental title

(Continued on page 14)
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by Alexander Oryshkevych

ROCHESTER, N.Y. – As a credit union 
and a member-owned financial coopera-
tive, Ukrainian Federal Credit Union 
(UFCU) is uniquely positioned to provide 
financial products and services that suit 
the communities in which it serves. 
UFCU’s actions as a credit union are root-
ed in the philosophy of “people helping 
people” and despite the COVID-19 pan-
demic, the year 2020 is no different when 
it comes to supporting local community 
organizations and churches.

As a member of the Federal Home Loan 
Bank of New York (FHLBNY), whose pri-
mary mission is to advance community 
development and housing opportunities in 
states such as New York, UFCU applied for 
and received $200,000 in grant funding for 
distribution to organizations and churches 
in New York.

The CFO of UFCU, Roman Omecinskyj, 
said, “With the rapid onset of this uncer-
tain, deep-seated COVID-19 crisis, the true 

nature of the credit union’s cooperative 
spirit was further underscored when it 
soundly rose to the occasion with the time-

ly substantive grant program. As a result, 
UFCU provided a much-needed and wel-
come bright ray of hope and resiliency to 

our community members during this his-
toric time of unprecedented needs.”

UFCU distributed funds to 47 different 
grantees across nine counties in New York, 
including various cultural centers, church-
es, museums, art foundations, youth associ-
ations and other volunteer organizations.

The CEO of UFCU, Oleg Lebedko, stated 
that, “At the beginning of the pandemic we 
told our members that we are here for 
them, and we will get through this together. 
The distribution of these funds is one 
example of many as to how we’re acting on 
our word.”

UFCU was founded in 1953 by 
Ukrainian Americans in Rochester, N.Y.; it 
provides service in the Ukrainian and 
English languages to meet the needs of 
over 22,000 members. The credit union 
has assets exceeding $300 million and 13 
full-service branch offices nationwide, and 
it employs more than 80 individuals. 
Branches are located in New York, 
Massachusetts, Ohio, North Carolina, 
California, Oregon and Washington.

 COMMUNITY CHRONICLE

UOL launches  
Thanksgiving  
food drive

Plast Ukrainian Scouting Organization U.S.A. 
holds its annual conference virtually

UOL of the U.S.A.

SOMERSET, N.J. – November is the month 
Americans celebrate Thanksgiving and also 
the month Ukrainians commemorate the 
victims of the Holodomor. The Ukrainian 
Orthodox League National Executive Board 
has decided that its annual recommended 
Thanksgiving Project will focus on bringing 
a greater awareness of the Holodomor, 
while helping the hungry in our own com-
munities now and in the future. 

Here are the UOL project recommenda-
tions.

The UOL is conducting a food drive at 
local parishes of the Ukrainian Orthodox 
Church of the U.S.A., collecting non-perish-
able foods and donating them to a local food 
bank, or by hosting a pop-up food drive at 
local parishes with Thanksgiving-related 
foods to distribute to the community. 

Organizers urge participants to have 
their advertising and, if possible, label the 

by Andreya Pencak

The 38th annual national conference of 
Plast Ukrainian Scouting Organization in 
the U.S.A. was held virtually over the week-
end on October 31. Members from various 
branches of Plast in the U.S.A. came togeth-
er to report on activities of the previous 
year and determine goals for the upcoming 
year. This year’s virtual conference provid-
ed a unique opportunity, allowing many 
more people to participate.

The annual meeting, known as Krayovyi 
Plastovyi Zyizd, or National Plast 
Conference, is a forum for discussion of 
resolutions regarding programs for the 
Ukrainian scouts in the U.S.A., and for mak-
ing changes within the organization. 
Representatives of all Ukrainian scouts – 
young adult and senior sororities and fra-
ternities within the Plast organization, as 
well as members of the National Executive 
Board of Plast and the World Plast 
Executive participated in the conference.

The current leader of the U.S.A. Plast 
National Command, Andrij Kozak, 
addressed conference participants and 

thanked everyone for their teamwork in the 
Plast organization, which is thriving despite 
the current global pandemic. Since the 
onset of the coronavirus pandemic, Plast 
has continued to run camps and meetings 
virtually. Mr. Kozak stressed the importance 
of remaining safe during the pandemic; as 
well he highlighted the significance of inclu-
sivity. 

Guest speaker, Ivanka Sochotska, a 
member of the Plast sorority Kniahyni and 
head of the Plast Inclusivity Committee in 
Canada, spoke about the ongoing process 
of shifting gears to become more inclusive 
of a larger population. During her 
PowerPoint presentation, Ms. Sochotska 
provided prompts regarding inclusivity to 
provoke thoughts and discussions, and to 
allow all members of the conference to 
actively participate. This reinforced and 
supplemented Mr. Kozak’s statement 
regarding Plast U.S.A. taking steps to 
become more inclusive.

On the topic of inclusivity, Mr. Kozak 
mentioned the formation of an inclusivity 
committee, which started its work last 
month. This committee is headed by Darka 

Temnycky of the Chortopolokhy sorority; 
its members comprise young adult scouts 
and senior scouts. They will be working 
with and listening to the experiences of 
members of the organization to ensure a 
comfortable environment for all.

The conference came to an end in the 
afternoon and was followed by National 
Conference of the young adult scouts. At 
their meeting, they discussed how to 
increase young adult participation in Plast 
and other questions and concerns that 
were submitted in a survey beforehand. 
During this part of the conference, the new 
director of young adult scouts, Christopher 
Bej of the Siromantsi fraternity of Plast, 
spoke of his plans for this segment of the 
Plast organization during his tenure. 

The Plast U.S.A. motto for the upcoming 
year is “Plast is calling – be the change!”

For more on the Plast National 
Command and the 38th National Plast 
Conference, readers may log on to www.
plastusa.org. 

Andreya Pencak is the press director for 
Plast U.S.A.

At St. Nicholas Ukrainian Catholic Church in Buffalo, N.Y., one of the recipients of a 
grant.

At the presentation of a grant to First Ukrainian Pentecostal Church in Syracuse, 
N.Y.

During the grant presentation to the Ukrainian Cultural Center of Rochester.

Alexander Oryshkevych

Ukrainian FCU delivers critical aid to churches, organizations in New York state

(Continued on page 14)
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Biden supports the cancellation of the 
Kremlin-backed Nord Stream 2 pipeline to 
carry natural gas from Russia to Germany. 
Opponents of the pipeline say it would 
deprive Ukraine of significant transit fees 
from Russia and increase European reli-
ance on Russian energy exports. Mr. Biden, 
who was President Obama’s point man on 
Ukraine as vice president, has expressed 
strong support for Ukraine’s independence 
and integration with Europe and has 

backed sending lethal weapons to Kyiv to 
help it battle the Russian-backed militants. 
(Todd Prince of RFE/RL)

Lack of trust in judiciary major obstacle 

Dragon Capital reported that 48 percent 
of foreign investors think Ukraine became 
less attractive for investment, 42 percent 
consider the investment climate largely 
unchanged, and only 9 percent see 
improvements. These are some of the find-
ings of the fifth annual survey of strategic 
and portfolio investors jointly conducted by 
the European Business Association (EBA), 
Dragon Capital and the Center for 

Economic Strategy (CES) at the end of 
October. The “lack of trust in judiciary” was 
named the main obstacle to foreign invest-
ment for the first time in five years, while 
“widespread corruption,” the previous 
leader, moved to second place. The same 
obstacles were named by both portfolio 
and direct investors. Market monopoliza-
tion and state capture by oligarchs was the 
number three impediment, though strate-
gic investors were also concerned about 
cumbersome and frequently changing leg-
islation. Tomas Fiala, CEO of Dragon Capital 
and president of the European Business 
Association, said, “Last year, we hoped for 
quick market reforms, fair punishment for 
corruption, and a relaunch of government 
institutions through attracting profession-
als with strong moral convictions. Over the 
past six months, however, these hopes have 
given way to frustration over dubious per-
sonnel policies favoring oligarchs and cor-
rupt officials.” (Ukrainian Canadian 
Congress Daily Briefing)

Poll: Negotiations needed for peace in Donbas

Over half of Ukrainians, 50.9 percent, 
believe that, in order to achieve peace in the 
Donbas, negotiations need to be held, 
according to results of a poll conducted on 
October 17-24 by the Kyiv International 
Institute of Sociology (KIIS). At the same 
time, the poll suggested only two positions 
that the respondent could support: “To 
achieve peace in the Donbas, it is necessary 
to negotiate with Russia and representa-
tives of the ‘DPR and LPR’ [Donetsk and 
Luhansk “people’s republics”]” and “It is 
impossible to make concessions to Moscow 
and Russia-occupation forces to achieve 
peace in the Donbas.” The second position 
was supported by 38.9 percent of respon-
dents. According to the results of the poll, 
52.4 percent of Ukrainians believe that 
Ukraine will win over the Russian 
Federation in the future, 10.5 percent 
believe that the opposite will happen, 34.5 

(Continued on page 11)
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inherited this unpleasant situation from his 
predecessor’s administration, judiciously 
bided his time and was careful to show no 
preference for the either of the candidates 
vying for the stewardship of a state of such 
vital importance for Ukraine.

On November 3, his ambassador in 
Washington, Volodymyr Yelchenko, echoed 
this tactful line, hedging the bets. “Any of 
my comments ‘against’ or ‘for’ would sound 
like interference in the U.S. elections. But, in 
principle, the real military, lethal, strategic 
aid came precisely under Trump. …It was 
under Trump that sanctions were intro-
duced against those constructing the Nord 
Stream [2],” the diplomat said.

But Ambassador Yelchenko noted that 
the position of the Democratic Party in 
relation to Russia “is sharper and tougher. 
Besides, in Biden’s circle, in the circle of 
incumbent lawmakers and those who 
could be elected, there are much more peo-
ple who at the expert level understand the 
essence of problems around Ukraine, and 
therefore I’m absolutely sure that sanctions 
against Russia will be strengthening and 
military assistance will be increasing.”

Mr. Yelchenko also emphasized an 
important point that other observers have 
been reiterating in Kyiv: it is important that 
Ukraine continues to enjoy bipartisan sup-
port in the United States.

On November 7, when it finally seemed 
that Mr. Biden had won the presidential 
election, Mr. Zelenskyy was among the first 
foreign leaders to acknowledge this. 
“Congratulations to Joe Biden and Kamala 
Harris! Ukraine is optimistic about the 
future of the strategic partnership with the 
United States,” he tweeted. 

Former Ukrainian Minister of Foreign 
Affairs Volodymyr Ohryzko had comment-
ed that Ukraine is fortunate in that, no mat-
ter who wins the U.S. presidential election, 
the U.S. will not be able to make a U-turn in 
relations with Ukraine. “The change of the 
country’s course depends not only on the 
president (despite his special and impor-
tant powers in the field of foreign policy), 
but also on other players who influence the 
development of American foreign policy.” 

“Even under Trump, however a prob-
lematic figure he was, U.S. support for 
Ukraine continued,” Mr. Ohrysko added. Mr. 
Biden, “who is far more deeply familiar 
with Ukrainian affairs” and “knows our 
weak spots,” can be expected to continue 
backing Ukraine, but insisting that it deliver 
on combatting corruption and reforms.

Commentator and investment banker 
Serhiy Fursa stated in his column for the 

respected Kyiv publication Novoye Vremya 
that the latest U.S. presidential contest was 
“the most important election in the world 
in the last 30-40 years.” Not only is the U.S. 
“the world’s leading state” but also 
Ukraine’s “main ally in the war against 
Russia.” It is also “the main force pushing 
Ukraine in the direction of reform.” The 
election, Mr. Fursa argued, was a choice 
between “values and friendship with 
Putin,” “chaos and order” and tolerance and 
intolerance. 

A number of Western observers and 
experts have expanded on these themes and 
provided additional insights. The Atlantic 
Council’s expert and veteran Ukraine watch-
er Anders Aslund is confident that a Biden 
presidency is good news for Ukraine, if it 
stays true to the reformist and pro-Europe-
an course it has embarked on.

“Few countries are likely to benefit more 
from a Joe Biden presidency than Ukraine,” 
he writes. “Biden knows Ukraine very well, 
having been responsible for U.S. policy on 
Ukraine as vice-president. He is committed 
both to its defense against Russia and to 
the country’s domestic reforms.” 

Dr. Aslund notes that, “As vice-president, 
Biden visited Ukraine no less than five 
times. As a result of this intensive engage-
ment, he also has an excellent staff that 
know Ukraine very well. …Biden fought 
hard for the rule of law in Ukraine. He is 
bound to do so all the more forcefully as 
president. This is bad news for the many 
different forces in today’s Ukraine who are 
seeking to reverse anti-corruption initia-
tives or block judicial reform.”

David L. Stern voiced a similar opinion in 
The Washington Post, quoting several spe-
cialists to back him up. “Biden’s efforts to 
reform Ukraine won him praise – and ene-
mies,” he wrote. And Mr. Stern himself led 
off with the words: “The post-election mes-
sage from Ukraine’s leaders to their allies 
in Washington is a simple one: Leave us out 
of your partisan battles, please.” 

Internal U.S. politics is one thing, but what 
matters most is that Ukraine can continue to 
rely on bipartisan U.S. support in standing 
up to Russia and continuing its democratic 
transformation. That seems to be the general 
feeling in the Ukrainian capital. 

As the vote count continued in the U.S. 
and bolstered Mr. Biden’s margin of victory, 
by mid-week there was further encourage-
ment for Mr. Biden’s Ukrainian aficionados. 
In his first calls abroad, to the leaders of 
France and Britain, Ukraine was reported 
to have figured in the discussion. As several 
of Ukraine’s leading commentators have 
pointed out, Mr. Biden does not need to be 
told what Ukraine is about: he needs his 
hand strengthened by Ukraine not letting 
him or itself down. 

(Continued from page 1)

Ukraine – between...

The Council of Bishops of the UOC-U.S.A. 
issued a statement on the occasion of 
Veterans Day, in which it was noted: 
“Veterans Day in the U.S. honors all 
American veterans, whether living or dead, 
killed in action, or deceased from other 
causes. … We can take pride in the fact that 
many Ukrainian Americans and in particu-
lar Ukrainian Orthodox clergy and faithful 
have served in the Army, Air Force, Navy, 
Marines and Coast Guard. That means we 
have a great number of veterans in our par-
ish communities living throughout the 

country. We also have many currently serv-
ing, and young people making plans to join 
the military – these are our future veterans. 
We owe them all a great debt.”

“Veterans Day should be a celebration of 
lives well lived, as veterans contribute so 
much to our communities, and a reminder 
that many have made great sacrifices and 
carry heavy burdens from their years of ser-
vice. For those serving, perhaps far away 
from loved ones, we say on this day that you 
are in our thoughts and prayers. For those 
families missing someone special to them, 
we say: we appreciate your patriotism and 
embrace you with our prayers,” the bishops’ 
statement, signed by Metropolitan Antony 
and Archbishop Daniel, underscored.

(Continued from page 1)

Veterans Day...
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percent found it difficult to answer this 
question. The survey found that 56.6 per-
cent of respondents believe that in future 
the country will achieve peace and normal-
ization of relations with the Russian 
Federation, 30.1 percent believe that 
Ukraine in the future will have tense/con-
flict relations with the Russian Federation. 
In addition, 52 percent believe that the 
independence and integrity of its borders 
are the most important for Ukraine, 32.6 
percent consider the well-being of 
Ukrainian citizens to be the most important. 
At the same time, 53.3 percent consider the 
most important thing now to develop the 
economy, and 34.5 percent cited the need to 
win the war. During the study, 1,502 respon-

dents were interviewed. The survey was 
conducted using the CATI method (tele-
phone interviews using a computer) based 
on a random sample of mobile phone num-
bers on the territory controlled by the gov-
ernment of Ukraine. The sample is repre-
sentative for Ukraine as a whole and for five 
individual macroregions (west, center, 
south, east, Donbas). The statistical error of 
the sample (with a probability of 0.95 and 
excluding the design effect) does not exceed 
2.6 percent. (Interfax Ukraine)

Ukraine secures $100 M from World Bank

President Volodymyr Zelenskyy says 
Ukraine has secured a $100 million loan 
from the World Bank for reconstruction 
efforts in the eastern Donbas region, badly 
hit by the six-year military conflict with 
Russian-backed separatists. In a Twitter 
post on November 7, Mr. Zelenskyy 

expressed gratitude to the World Bank “for 
supporting Ukraine’s territorial integrity.” 
He said earlier that a fragile ceasefire 
between the Ukrainian Army and Russia-
backed forces, which has lasted for more 
than three months, could become perma-
nent and help settle the conflict that has 

killed more than 13,000 people, destroyed 
infrastructure and prompted Western 
countries to impose sanctions on Russia. 
The World Bank has committed approxi-
mately $13 billion to finance about 70 proj-
ects in Ukraine since 1992. (RFE/RL, based 
on reporting by Reuters)

(Continued from page 10)
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Col. Oleh B. Koropey, 76, of Bowling Green, 
Kentucky, passed away on November 6, 2020. He 
was the son of the late Doctors Joseph and Olga 
Koropey. Oleh was born on March 9, 1944 in Austria. 
Following World War II, Oleh and his family lived 
in a Displaced Persons Camp in Salzburg, Austria, 
until 1949. On April 14,1949 the family left Bremerhaven, Germany for 
Boston on the US Army Transport General Howze to start their new life 
in America. 

Oleh was raised in Pawtucket, Rhode Island and graduated from 
Bordentown Military Institute in 1961. He received an appointment to 
the United States Military Academy at West Point, graduating with the 
renowned Class of 1965 as an Armor officer. At Bordentown and later at 
West Point, Oleh demonstrated the drive to succeed and good natured 
competitive spirit that marked his character throughout his life. Always 
an athlete, Oleh served as a “Corps Squad” varsity gymnast and cross-
country runner at West Point. 

After graduation and Ranger School, Oleh served two tours in Vietnam 
with 3d Squadron, 4th Cavalry Regiment: first as a Platoon Leader in 1966 
and later as a Troop Commander and Advisor in 1969-70. Oleh received 
the Bronze Star Medal on six occasions including three times for Valor, 
two Purple Hearts, and the Air Medal, among many other awards. 

Oleh went on to serve a full career in the Army. His subsequent service 
included teaching mechanical engineering at West Point; as a fellow at 
the Hoover Institution, Stanford University; and as commander of 3d 
Battalion, 72nd Armor Regiment in Korea. Oleh had several prominent 
roles in Army acquisitions, research and development. His later Army tours 
included Grafenwoehr, Germany, the Pentagon, and several assignments 
at Picatinny Arsenal in Dover, NJ. In addition to West Point, Oleh held a 
Master of Mechanical Engineering degree from Stanford University and 
an MBA from Long Island University. 

After retiring from the Army Oleh worked in the private sector, settling 
in Bowling Green, Kentucky, where he served as Director of Global 
Logistics for Fruit of the Loom. Upon his final retirement in 2013, Oleh 
was named as a Kentucky Colonel for his services to the community 
and nation by the Governor of Kentucky. Oleh became an avid master 
class swimmer with the Western Kentucky Green Gators swim team, and 
obtained a second bachelor degree from WKU where he studied Chinese, 
business and computer science. 

Oleh was a proud American who was also proud of his Ukrainian 
heritage. Known for his humility, kindness, and love of all people, he was 
active in his church, community, with his West Point class, and fellow 
veterans.

Oleh is survived by his wife of 33 years, Janice Helene Koropey. He 
was also the proud father of three children, Lesia (Jack) of Palm Harbor, 
FL, Boris of Los Angeles, CA, and Lena of New York, NY, from his first 
marriage to Roma Koropey. He is also survived by a sister, Oksana, two 
grandchildren, Juliana and Nicholas, two nephews, Andrey and Nick, and 
several cousins. 

Visitation was held Monday, November 9, 2020 from 9:30 to 11:00 am 
at J.C. Kirby & Son Lovers Lane Chapel. A Funeral Mass was held Monday, 
November 9, at 12:00 noon at Holy Spirit Catholic Church. 

An additional visitation will be held Tuesday, November, 17, 2020 from 
10:00 am - 12:00 pm at the Van Emburgh-Sneider-Pernice Funeral Home, 
109 Darlington Avenue, Ramsey, New Jersey, with interment immediately 
following at 1:30 pm at the West Point Cemetery, West Point, New York.

Вічна Йому пам’ять!

Colonel Oleh Borys Koropey
United States Army (Retired)

March 9, 1944 - November 6, 2020  
Born in Leoben, Austria 

Col. Serhiy Sobko, a former commander 
of Ukraine’s 128th Separate Mountain 
Assault Brigade, also expressed doubts 
about the effectiveness of the current 
ceasefire regime. Namely, he doubts that 
the enemy’s goal is to achieve peace in the 
Donbas (Facebook.com/sergey.sobko.50, 
October 31).

A former Ukrainian parliamentarian, 
who prefers to remain anonymous, told 
this author on October 27 that the Minsk 
ceasefire agreements are political suicide 
for Ukraine. Nonetheless, in her view, if 
Ukraine tries to emulate Azerbaijan’s suc-

cessful efforts to retake its occupied territo-
ries, that would end up being a suicide mis-
sion as well. In such a case, Ukraine will be 
fighting not against a relatively weak 
enemy (like Azerbaijan against Armenia) 
but against disguised Russian military units 
pretending to belong to the so-called 
People’s Militia of the Donetsk and 
Luhansk “people’s republics.” Ukraine, 
therefore, first needs to rebuild its own 
capacities – not only military (by develop-
ing or purchasing modern types of weapon 
systems) but also economic and diplomatic.

 The article above is reprinted from 
Eurasia Daily Monitor with permission from 
its publisher, the Jamestown Foundation, 
www.jamestown.org.

(Continued from page 2)

Ukraine looks...

In Japan, the closest U.S. ally in the 
Pacific, Prime Minister Yoshihide Suga 
called on Mr. Biden to help strengthen bilat-
eral ties.

“I look forward to working with you to 
further strengthen the Japan-U.S. Alliance 
and ensure peace, freedom and prosperity 
in the Indo-Pacific region and beyond,” Mr. 
Suga said on a Twitter.

Russia’s ‘malign activities’

Mr. Biden is expected to take a tougher 
stance toward the Kremlin on its human 
rights record and foreign policies com-
pared with Mr.Trump.

He has repeatedly criticized President 
Vladimir Putin for Russia’s “malign actions,” 
including invading its neighbors and med-
dling in foreign elections, and recently 
called Moscow an “opponent.”

While the Kremlin was slow to issue any 
statement about the Biden victory, Aleksei 
Navalny, who has become the most promi-
nent and acerbic Kremlin critic and opposi-
tion figure, offered his congratulations.

Congratulations, he said in a post on 
Twitter, “to the Americans on defining the 
new leadership in a free and fair election. 
This is a privilege which is not available to 
all countries. Looking forward to the new 
level of cooperation between Russia and 
the U.S.”

As vice-president, Mr. Biden was the 
Obama administration’s point man for 
Ukraine relations, in the aftermath of the 
2014 Euro-Maidan uprising that ousted 
Ukraine’s pro-Russian president. That 
upheaval led to Moscow annexing Ukraine’s 
Crimean peninsula and stoking a war in 

eastern Ukraine that continues today.
Mr. Biden visited Ukraine six times dur-

ing his tenure as vice-president and helped 
provide more than $1.5 billion in military 
and other financial aid to Kyiv. He was also 
deeply involved in pushing the country to 
clean up rampant corruption, including 
pushing for the ouster of a notorious prose-
cutor-general.

Ukrainian President Volodymyr 
Zelenskyy, who has found his government 
caught up in U.S. domestic political affairs, 
tweeted his congratulations, saying Ukraine 
“is optimistic about the future of the strate-
gic partnership with the United States.”

Ukraine and the United States “have 
always collaborated on security, trade, 
investment, democracy, fight against cor-
ruption. Our friendship becomes only 
stronger!”

A 2019 phone call in which Mr. Trump 
suggested that Mr. Zelenskyy help investi-
gate Mr. Biden and the business dealings of 
his son Hunter led to Mr. Trump being 
impeached by the U.S. House of Represen-
tatives. The Senate eventually acquitted Mr. 
Trump.

President Zelenskyy’s predecessor, Petro 
Poroshenko, also welcomed the Biden vic-
tory.

“Ukraine is blessed to have a U.S. President 
with so profound and personal knowledge 
of our country,” he wrote on Twitter.

With reporting by RFE/RL’s Hungarian 
Service, Reuters and AP.

Copyright 2020, RFE/RL Inc. Reprinted 
with the permission of Radio Free Europe/
Radio Liberty, 1201 Connecticut Ave. NW, 
Washington DC 20036; www.rferl.org (see 
https://www.rferl.org/a/silence-from-putin-
as-foreign-leaders-hail-biden-victory-over-
trump/30936172.html).

(Continued from page 3)

U.S. allies...

ed and the preliminary and final results of 
the elections are announced, and possible 
complaints and appeals are considered.

“These elections were different from 
other elections in the history of Ukraine 
because of the challenges associated with 
the pandemic and the expanded powers of 
local government bodies to address local 
issues,” emphasized Andriy Futey, head of 
the UCCA Election Observation Mission.

“In fact, Russia’s hybrid military aggres-
sion against Ukraine had the largest nega-
tive impact on the 2020 local elections in 
Ukraine, as it did not allow the Ukrainian 
people to elect local governments in 
Crimea and in the occupied territories of 
the Donbas,” noted the head of UWC 
Election Observation Mission, Borys 
Wrzesnewskyj. “The UWC and UCCA mis-
sions continue their work, expecting to 
submit a detailed report from both mis-
sions after the elections with specific rec-
ommendations for improving the electoral 
processes,” he said.

(Continued from page 7)

Preliminary...
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will see vaccines. Ukraine has also come a long way from 
almost completely collapsing medical and laboratory sys-
tems to the ability to cope when we have 10,000 infections 
a day and do 50,000 tests a day. A year ago, such potential 
was not even close. I am grateful to everyone who wishes 
me a speedy recovery. I believe the coronavirus will not 
withstand the warmth of your words.”

Back on June 9, Mr. Zelenskyy told the media outlet 
Ukrayinska Pravda that he had considered the idea of infect-
ing himself with the coronavirus on purpose. “I suggested, 
I’ll get sick, we will isolate me right away on Bankova Street. 
And I will live through it normally so that people under-
stand that this is scary, you can get sick, you feel bad. And I 
will let it pass through myself, and I will show them,” the 
president said in June. “So that people understand that this 
is not a plague. To avoid depression. At the very beginning, 
there was a very terrible moment when people thought we 
were all going to die. But, of course, my family would not 
forgive me. They would say that I am crazy. And they would 
be right,” Mr. Zelenskyy added. 

Together with the president, several high-ranking 
Ukrainian officials fell ill with the coronavirus. In late 
October, it was reported that several deputy heads of the 
Presidential Office were suspected of having the coronavi-
rus, and two deputies, Yulia Kovaliv and Andriy Smirnov, 
were confirmed as having COVID-19. The head of the 
Presidential Office, Andriy Yermak, also confirmed that he 
is COVID-positive. Reuters reported on November 9 that 
Finance Minister Serhiy Marchenko’s office said he had 
been diagnosed with COVID-19 and would work remotely 
and Ukrinform reported that Defense Minister Andriy 
Taran had also tested positive.

In June, the president’s wife, Olena Zelenska, fell ill with 
COVID-19, and later the 7-year-old son of the Zelenskyys, 
Kyrylo, also contracted the coronavirus.

On November 10, Mr. Zelenskyy initiated the Healthy 
Nation program, which will contain practical recommenda-
tions for citizens to promote health, prevent diseases and 
overcome their consequences so that people are not left 
alone with illnesses, in particular the coronavirus.

According to the president, the pandemic has shown 
that people who have strong immunity and exercise regu-
larly have a milder course of the coronavirus infection and 
recover faster. Therefore, the emphasis should be placed 
on prevention, not just treatment. “It’s time to exercise, 
drink vitamins. This is the time to set up a sports health 
program for the nation to improve the health of the nation,” 
Mr. Zelenskyy said.

“COVID-19 tells us that the national idea is a healthy 
nation. The current period can unite people in the west 

and the east. Today, the problem of COVID-19, the problem 
of health, is a priority for everyone. Therefore, today, at this 
time, people who are leaders, athletes, could give hope 
[and] specific recommendations,” said Mr. Yermak, the 
head of the Presidential Office.

On November 11, Ukraine’s government introduced a 
weekend quarantine. This approach was chosen when offi-
cials understood that the economy would not withstand a 
full lockdown. So, the government and the Ministry of 
Health, together with epidemiologists, analysts and busi-
ness representatives, developed a balanced version of 
additional quarantine restrictions.

“I understand that the new restrictions are unpleasant 
and painful for many members of the business, entertain-
ment and cultural community. The government is ready to 
lend a hand to support our entrepreneurs during the inten-
sified quarantine regime on the weekends,” said Prime 
Minister Denys Shmyhal during a regular meeting of the 
Cabinet of Ministers of Ukraine on November 11.

The weekend quarantine is a set of measures that take 
place each Saturday and Sunday. During these two days, bars, 
restaurants, cafes and other catering establishments are 
closed. Only take-outs are allowed. Shopping centers and 
entertainment establishments are closed. Establishments of 
trade and consumer services are closed, except for trade in 
food, fuel, medicines and medical products, as well as vet-
erinary drugs. Gyms and swimming pools are closed.

Establishments that provide financial and postal ser-
vices, medical and veterinary practices, gas and service 
stations (except for food areas) will continue to function. 
Cultural institutions are closed.

These measures are in addition to previously enacted 
restrictions. Throughout Ukraine, events with more than 
20 people continue to be forbidden. Work from 10 p.m. to 7 
a.m. in catering establishments (restaurants, cafes, bars, 
snack bars, canteens, buffets, etc.), is prohibited, except for 
the sale of take-out food and deliveries.

“A temporary quarantine for the weekends, for a few 
weeks, can help us avoid a hard lockdown. In this way, we 
will avoid a large increase in patients and have time to pre-
pare the required number of beds. Increasing the number 
of beds, wearing masks and a temporary quarantine on the 
weekends will have a good effect. Our scenario of the epi-
demic situation in the cold season will not be the worst,” 
Mr. Zelenskyy assured the public.

According to the Public Health Center of Ukraine, as of 
November 11 there were 10,611 new officially confirmed 
cases of COVID-19 in Ukraine. Since the pandemic began in 
Ukraine, 489,808 persons contracted COVID-19; 221,459 
people recovered; 8,947 people died; 3,735,166 tests have 
been conducted. The largest number of confirmed cases as 
of November 10 were registered in the city of Kyiv (965 
cases), the Odesa region (705), Kyiv region (693), Lviv 
region (684 cases) and Zaporizhia region (592 cases).

options at the moment (see EDM, September 10, October 
26). In recent days, the European Union adopted fresh 
sanctions against the beleaguered Belarusian President 
Alyaksandr Lukashenka (Kommersant, November 6).

Russia’s newly exposed inability to manage conflicts 
around its borders affects its strategic partnership with 
China, and Moscow has to re-evaluate its stance in the 
reconfigured and perhaps less emotionally charged U.S.-
China competition (Interfax, October 23). More than likely, 
the new U.S. administration will place weightier emphasis 
on strengthening ties with Indo-Pacific allies and key 
regional powers, such as India – which will reduce Russia’s 
options for maneuvering (Nezavisimaya Gazeta, November 
5). Beijing may demand greater loyalty from Moscow, but 
Washington should not be expected to offer significant 
new incentives capable of splitting the Russia-China proto-
alliance (Russiancouncil.ru, November 2).

In the Middle East, Russia cannot count on any gains 
from the possible easing of tensions in U.S.-Iranian rela-
tions or from a less cordial friendship between the new 
administration and Saudi Arabia. The main worry for 
Moscow will remain a probable drop in oil prices, but this 
could happen more as a consequence of the global reces-
sion than due to any shifts in U.S. foreign and energy poli-
cies (Expert, October 28). As for the Russia-Turkey part-
nership, it is presently so firmly on the rocks that any 
issues President Recep Tayyip Erdoğan might have with 
the incoming U.S. administration will not translate into fix-
ing relations with the Kremlin (RBC, November 8).

Perhaps the most significant impact of the U.S. elections 
is that millions of Russians – by following the protracted 
and meticulous process of asserting a conclusive electoral 
result – have gained a clearer impression of democratic 
procedures and institutions, despite the propaganda noise 
produced by their state-controlled media (Kommersant, 
November 6). Public perceptions have moved away from 
the crude and politically convenient image of an aggressive 
superpower with a maverick leadership; instead, Russian 
have discovered a complex country struggling with diffi-
cult domestic problems and by no means bent on harming 
Russia (Forbes.ru, November 6). Yet while the U.S. seems 
on track to rebuilding close ties with its traditional allies 
and reasserting leadership in global affairs, Russia is con-
spicuously failing to stop the war in the South Caucasus, to 
sort out the political turmoil in Kyrgyzstan, or to under-
mine the pro-European candidate in the presidential elec-
tions in Moldova (Rosbalt, November 5).

Mr. Putin never managed to engage in a truly profitable 
dialogue with Mr. Trump, and he will now have to deal 
with a U.S. president wise to the Kremlin leader’s machina-
tions and inherently opposed to Russia’s kleptocratic 
authoritarian regime. He may hope for preoccupation in 
Washington with President-elect Joe Biden’s domestic 
agenda, centered first of all on the COVID-19 pandemic, 
which in Russia is also raging out of control. Nevertheless, 
Russian breaches of international norms and rules going 
forward will receive substantially higher scrutiny and like-
ly face a better-coordinated response from the rehabilitat-
ed trans-Atlantic alliance. The worst prospect, from the 
Kremlin perspective, is a renewed White House commit-
ment to upholding democratic values, which do not need 
deliberate government promotion to become a powerful 
proposition.

The article above is reprinted from Eurasia Daily Monitor 
with permission from its publisher, the Jamestown 
Foundation, www.jamestown.org.

(Continued from page 3)

Russians contemplate...

winning golfers prizes for the best score, closest to the pin 
and longest drive. 

As dinner was coming to a close, Mr. Maritczak 
expressed his heartfelt gratitude and appreciation to all for 
their support, and especially for their interest and care for 
the UCC that culminated in such a successful Ukrainian 

social event. As golfers were leaving, they were presented 
with a door prize. A big thank you was expressed to Ivan 
Preweda, who masterfully photographed not only the 
group photo, but all foursomes and the entire golf outing. 
Readers may visit the UCC Facebook page (www.facebook.
com/Ukrainian-Cultural-Center) to see more from this 
event. 

The UCC and the golf committee extended an early invi-
tation to the UCC Golf Outing 2021, which will be sched-
uled for the last week of July. 

Participants of the 2020 Ukrainian Cultural Center Golf Outing at Devil’s Ridge Golf Club in Oxford, Mich.

Ivan Preweda

(Continued from page 8)

UCC in Warren, Mich....

(Continued from page 1)

Ukrainian government...

food donations with the following message: “In 1932, 10 
million people perished in an artificial famine in Ukraine. 
We pray no one ever goes hungry again.” #Holodomor 
#UkrainianGenocide #NeverForget

The UOL website (www.uolofusa.org) has this text for-
matted for a sheet of 30 labels (1 inch by 2-5/8 inches 
each) if readers would like to download it for printing.

Participants are urged to send photos of their 
Thanksgiving project participation to the UOL Publicity 
Commission at recsecretary@uolofusa.org and the organi-
zation will post it on the UOL’s Facebook page and in the 
UOL Bulletin.

If your parish cannot support a food drive, please con-
sider a fund-raising drive and send the donations to a local 
food bank or soup kitchen.

(Continued from page 9)

UOL launches...
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Ongoing Online and in-person exhibit, “The Spirit of Beads: Sharing Our
Toronto Stories,” St. Vladimir Institute, Ukrainian Museum of Canada – 
 Ontario Branch, 416-923-9861 or www.umcontario.com

Through Virtual art exhibit, “Holodomor: A Remembrance,” with works
November 30 by Lydia Bodnar-Balahutrak, Ukrainian American Cultural Club
Online of Houston, www.uacch.net (hosted virtually through various
 universities, Ukrainian institutions, museums and organizations)

Through Exhibition, “Moving Forward in a Time of Change: Our New
December 13 Relationship to the World We Live In,” Chicago Sculpture
Chicago International Biennial Exhibition, Ukrainian Institute of
 Modern Art, www.uima-chicago.org or 773-227-5522

November 18 Panel presentation, “Ukrainian Modernism, 1900-1930: A 
Online Reappraisal,” with George Grabowicz, Myroslava Mudrak and
 Vita Susak, Harvard University, https://huri.harvard.edu

November 18 Holodomor webinar with artist Lesia Maruschak, featuring 
Online the exhibit “Maria,” Ukrainian National Federation (Ottawa-
 Gatineau Branch), https://zoom.us or 613-596-8188

November 18 Online Holodomor presentation by Valentina Kuryliw, “In 
Online Commemoration of International Holodomor Memorial Day: 
 Teaching a Genocide the World Forgot,” University of 
 Minnesota, Ukrainian American Community Center of 
 Minneapolis, www.facebook.com/events/668386734033165 
 or https://education.holodomor.ca/in-commemoration-of-
 international-holodomor-memorial-day-teaching-a-genocide-
 the-world-forgot/

November 19 Webinar, Toronto Annual Ukrainian Famine Lecture with 
Online Bohdan Klid, “The Last Stand: The Third All-Ukrainian
 Conference of the Communist Party (Bolsheviks) of Ukraine
 and the Holodomor,” Canadian Institute of Ukrainian Studies, 
 Zoom.us or www.facebook.com/canadian.institute.of.ukrainian.
 studies

November 21 Online presentation, “Leadership in the 21st Century,” with 
Online keynote address by Ambassador William B. Taylor, Ukraine 
 Global Scholars, https://rb.gy/lyppc or
 https://UkraineGlobalScholars.org

November 22 Virtual commemoration with Andrea Chalupa and children of 
Online survivors, “Remembering the Holodomor: Commemorating the 
 Famine-Genocide in Ukraine,” Illinois Holocaust Museum and 
 Education Center, Kyiv Mohyla Foundation of America, 
 https://18161.blackbaudhosting.com/18161/tickets?tab=2&t
 xobjid=3215c747-b2f3-4b9a-9134-bf5e947eb35f

November 24 Webinar with Valentyna Kharkhun, “Dealing with a Contested
Online Past: ‘Monument Wars’ in Ukraine and the U.S.A.,” Columbia
 University, http://harriman.columbia.edu/programs/ukrainian-
 studies-program

November 24 Geneaology webinar with Col. Viktor Siromakha, “Be a Cossack: 
Online My Cossack Ancestry,” Ukrainian Genealogy Group, 
 http://ukrainiangenealogygroup-ncr.org/

November 26 Webinar, “How Local Ottawa Ukrainian-Owned Businesses 
Online Have Been Impacted by COVID-19,” Ukrainian Canadian 
 Professional and Business Association – Ottawa, 
 https://ucpbaottawa.ca or http://bit.ly/UCPBAnov2020

November 26 Thanksgiving Dinner To-Go, Ukrainian Cultural Center,
Warren, MI 586-757-8130 or info@ukrainianculturalcenter.com

November 28 Presentation by Anne Applebaum, “Stalin’s War on Ukraine, 
Online Writing ‘Red Famine,’ the Story of the Holodomor,” Canadian 
 Institute of Ukrainian Studies, www.facebook.com/canadian.
 institute.of.ukrainian.studies 

November 30 Presentation by Alexander Motyl, “The Holodomor,” Victims of 
Online Communism Memorial Foundation, www.victimsofcommunism.
 org/events

December 3 Online presentation by Lubomyr Luciuk, “What Mendel 
Online Osherowitch Saw: Ukraine During the Holodomor,” 
 Canadian Institute of Ukrainian Studies, 
 www.facebook.com/canadian.institute.of.ukrainian.studies

Entries in “Out and About” are listed free of charge. Priority is given to events 
advertised in The Ukrainian Weekly. However, we also welcome submissions 
from all our readers. Items will be published at the discretion of the editors 
and as space allows. Please send e-mail to mdubas@ukrweekly.com.

Ambassador Taylor to give keynote speech at Ukraine Global Scholars annual event
by Oleksii Antoniuk and  

Anastasiya Karavan

Ukraine Global Scholars (UGS) and 
Boston Friends of UGS will hold their third 
annual event on November 21 with William 
Taylor, former U.S. ambassador to Ukraine, 
as the keynote speaker. The event will take 
place over Zoom at 1 p.m. ET and is expect-
ed to gather more than 100 attendees across 
the United States, Canada and Ukraine. 

The theme of the event will be 
“Leadership in the 21st Century,” focusing 
on several young Ukrainians’ fast-growing 
entrepreneurial ventures and the leader-
ship skills critical to unlocking value in the 
21st century. Attendees will include UGS 
benefactors, alumni and mentors, as well as 
those interested in UGS and its role in help-
ing raise a new generation of Ukrainian 
leaders through scholarships to U.S. and 
global private high schools and colleges. 

Ambassador Taylor has supported UGS 
in the capacity of an advisor since the 
spring of 2019. Last year he spoke at the 
organization’s alumni event in Kyiv, which 
was organized with the help of the U.S.-
Ukraine Business Council. Mr. Taylor’s 
ambassadorship in Ukraine began under 
the George W. Bush administration in 2006 
and continued under the Barack Obama 
administration in 2009. At the time Mr. 
Taylor assumed his responsibilities at the 
Embassy, it was the fifth-largest bilateral 
mission in Europe, with over 650 employ-
ees from nine U.S. government depart-
ments and agencies. The Inspector General 
of the U.S. State Department and many 

Washington off ic ials  commended 
Ambassador Taylor and his team for their 
contributions to strengthening Ukraine’s 
relations with the European Union and the 
North Atlantic Treaty Organization.

After 2009, Ambassador Taylor was 
appointed to coordinate aid to Middle 
Eastern countries, including Egypt, Tunisia, 
Libya and Syria, in the wake of the Arab 
Spring. Since 2015 he continued imple-
menting peace and development initiatives 
across the world as vice-president at the 
U.S. Institute of Peace. 

In 2019, Ambassador Taylor returned to 
Ukraine as the chargé d’affaires, when then-
serving Ambassador Marie Yovanovitch 
was recalled on short notice. During the 
subsequent investigation of Hunter Biden 
and President Donald Trump’s impeach-
ment proceedings, Ambassador Taylor took 
a strong position against the president’s 
suggestion to withhold $391 million in 
security aid to Ukraine, speaking out about 
it during the impeachment hearings. 

The ambassador takes the same strong 
position when it comes to helping 
Ukrainian youth get a world-class educa-
tion. “Young people are Ukraine’s greatest 
resource. Giving them opportunities to 
study abroad benefits all parties – Ukraine, 
the individual scholars and their American 
counterparts who learn about Ukraine and 
form lasting ties between our two coun-
tries,” says Ambassador Taylor.

Ukraine Global Scholars is a 501(c)(3) 
public charity that assists Ukrainian high 
school students in getting into the world’s 
best educational institutions. UGS is run by 

a group of young Ukrainian professionals, 
graduates of top U.S. undergraduate pro-
grams, such as Harvard, Brown, Vassar and 
the University of Pennsylvania. Since 2015, 
UGS has helped about 100 young 
Ukrainians receive a total of $25 million in 
full scholarships, covering tuition, room 
and board, and often miscellaneous 
expenses. While enrolled as full-time stu-
dents, UGS scholars all return to Ukraine as 
summer interns at top Ukraine-based com-
panies, kickstarting their professional 
careers in Ukraine. 

In addition to Ambassador Taylor’s key-
note speech, the event will feature several 
stories of UGS alumni who, through their 

community projects and start-ups, have 
generated a positive ripple effect in Ukraine 
and abroad.

Adrian Slywotzky, UGS adviser and 
investor, will provide concluding remarks. 
Consulting Magazine has named Mr. 
Slywotzky, a partner at Oliver Wyman, one 
of the top 25 consultants in the U.S. The 
Times of London named him one of the top 
50 business thinkers in the world. He has 
written eight books on customer-driven 
strategy, profitability and growth, including 
the bestselling “The Profit Zone.” He is cur-
rently working on “David Wins: The 
Discipline of Asymmetric Competition.” He 
teaches a strategy course on asymmetric 
value creation at the Business School of the 
Ukrainian Catholic University in Lviv. 

“Traditionally, we have organized such 
events for UGS alumni and mentors in the 
U.S., but this year we want to take advan-
tage of the online format. The purpose of 
the event is twofold: to share our students’ 
impactful stories of giving back to the orga-
nization and Ukraine through their own 
start-ups and community projects, and to 
listen to our keynote speaker, the 
Honorable Ambassador Taylor, elaborate 
on the topic of leadership. The ambassa-
dor’s unprecedented support of Ukrainian 
interests during his tenure provides great 
inspiration for our students,” noted Julia 
Lemesh, president of Ukraine Global 
Scholars.

To register for the UGS’s third annual 
event, readers may visit the UGS website 
www.ukraineglobalscholars.org or e-mail 
Ms. Lemesh at jlemesh@ugs.foundation.

Ambassador William Taylor

United States Institute of Peace
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