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1985: A LOOK BACK 
Human rights 

While the West observed the 10th 
anniversary of the signing of the 
He ls ink i A c c o r d s th is year w i t h 
ceremonies in Helsinki and fol low-
up meetings in Ottawa and Buda– 
pest, Soviet and Warsaw Pact re– 
pression of dissidents cont inued 
throughout the year with arrests, re-
arrests, house searches and inter-
r o g a t i o n s of H e l s i n k i m o n i t o r s , 
human-rights activists and refuse– 
niks, and religious activists, parti– 
cu la r l y de fenders of t he Un ia te 
Church. 

The year also witnessed the death 
of Ukrainian poet and Helsinki mo– 
nitor vasyl Stus, and news of Ar– 
men ian He ls ink i G r o u p founder 
Eduard Artunyan's death late last 
year reached the West. 

Fo re ign min is te rs f r o m al l 35 
s i gna to r y s tates, i n c l u d i n g the 
United States and the Soviet Union, 
gathered in Helsinki on July 29-31 
fo r th ree -day ann iversary obser– 
vances of the 1975 Final Act of the 
Conference on Security and Co-
operation in Europe, which com– 
m i t t ed its s igna to r ies to respect 
human rights, avoid interference in 
each others' internal affairs, respect 
post-World War 11 borders and work 
toward free flow of information. 

The CSCE held a session from 
May 7 to J u n e 17 of exper ts on 
human rights in order to review to 
what extent the 35 signatory states 
were living up to their promises to 
respect m ino r i t i es and p r o m o t e 
human rights. 

The meeting was characterized by 
heated exchanges be tween East 
and West, particularly the U.S. and 
Soviet delegations, which ultimately 

The saddest news coming out 
of Ukraine this year was the tragic 
death of Ukrainian poet and U– 
krainian Helsinki Group member 
vasyl Stus, who died in a labor 
camp as a result of emaciation 
fol lowing a long history of sto– 
mach and kidney problems. 

Considered by many as one of 
the greatest contemporary Ukrai– 
nian poets and literary critics, Mr. 
Stus was serving the f i f th year of a 
10-year labor-camp term, which 
was to be fol lowed by five years' 
internal exile, on charges of "ant i -
Soviet agitation and propaganda." 
He died on September 4 at the age 
of 47. 

Mr. Stus' poetry and literary 
reviews frequently appeared in 
Soviet pe r iod i ca l s un t i l 1965, 
when he was expelled from the 
Taras Shevchenko i ns t i t u te of 
Literature, Academy of Sciences 
of the Ukrainian SSR, for publicly 
p ro tes t i ng the 1965 ar rests of 
Ukrainian intellectuals. 

i n J a n u a r y 1972, d u r i n g the 
second wave of arrests of Ukrai– 
nian intellectuals, Mr. Stus was 
h imse l f a r res ted and cha rged 
with "anti-Soviet agitation and 
p r o p a g a n d a . " He was subse– 
quently sentenced to five years in 
a labor camp and three years of 
exile. He completedthissentence 
in August, 1979 and after return– 
ing to Kiev, he joined the Ukrai– 
nian Helsinki Group in the fall. He 
was arrested for the second t ime 

resulted in a lack of consensus over 
a concluding document. 

Ambassado r R icha rd Sch i f te r , 
who headed the U.S. delegation, 
scored the Soviets numerous times 
for rights abuses, while East Euro– 
pean m o n i t o r i n g g roups l obb ied 
and demonstrated outside the closed 
sessions against Warsaw Pact hu– 
man rights violations. Among the 
lobby groups were the World Con– 
gress of Free Ukrainians and the 
Ukrainian Canadian Student Union. 

T h e 35 -na t i on CSCE Cu l tu ra l 
Forum held in Budapest on October 
15 -November 25 s im i la r l y ended 
with no consensus on a concluding 
document amid a barrage of angry 
rhetoric between East and West. 

Meanwhile, the Soviets continued 
to crackdown on members of Hel– 
sinki monitor ing groups with the 
arrests and re-arrests of Ukrainian 
H e l s i n k i G r o u p m e m b e r s Yosy f 
Zisels and Petro Sichko, respective– 
ly. Mr. Zisels, 37, was sentenced on 
Apri l 10 to three years in a strict-
regimen camp for "anti-Soviet slan– 
der," and Mr. Sichko was re-arrested 
on unknown charges several days 
before his scheduled release from a 
labor camp in May. 

Ukrainian Helsinki Group mem– 
ber Mykola Horbal, 43, was sen– 
tenced to eight years in a labor camp 
and three years of internal exile after 
he was conv ic ted of "ant i -Soviet 
ag i ta t i on and p r o p a g a n d a " at a 
three-day trial Apri l 8-Ю. 

Tatiana Osipova of the Moscow 
Helsinki Monitor ing Group received 
an addit ional sentence of two years' 
strict-regimen camp plus five years 
in exile for "maliciously disobeying 

vasyl Stus, 1938-1985. 

on May 14, 1980, and sentenced 
once again for "anti-Soviet agita– 
t ion and propaganda" - to 10 
years in a labor camp and five 
years' exile. His sentence would 
have been c o m p l e t e d in May 
1995. 

A l t h o u g h Sov ie t au thor i t i es 
confiscated and destroyed some 
600 of Mr. Stus' poems and trans– 
lations, some of his works have 
reached the West through under-
ground channels, H IS poetry has 
been published outsidethe'JSSR 
in the collections "Wim o r Trees" 
and "A Candle in the Mirror." 

the orders of the administration of a 
co r rec t i ve labor i n s t i t u t i o n . " Ms. 
Osipova was complet ing her five-
year sentence for "anti-Soviet agita– 
t ion and propaganda" in a women's 
po l i t i ca l c a m p and was awa i t i ng 
ano the r f i ve -year te rm in ex i le . 

Some good news came late in the 
year when 80-year-old Ukrainian 
Helsinki Group founding member 
Oksana Meshko was released after 
near ly f ive years in ex i le in the 
Khavarovsk region of Ukraine and 
was allowed to go home to Kiev. 

in July the Ukrainian– and English-
language editions of News From 
Ukra ine , a newspaper pub l i shed 
strictly for distr ibution outside the 
USSR, printed what were purported 
to be exce rp ts of a recan ta t i on 
written by Ukrainian Helsinki Moni– 
tor ing Group member and longtime 
dissident Yuriy Shukhevych. in the 
alleged recantation, Mr. Shukhevych 
denounced his father and his own 
"mistaken path," the excerpts ap– 
peared along wi th a photo-repro– 
duct ion of a port ion of the recanta– 
t ion in what was claimed to be the 
dissident's own handwrit ing. Ob-
servers in the West, including for– 
mer Soviet polit ical prisoners, hu– 
man-rights organizations and hand-
wri t ing experts, reported that the 
r e c a n t a t i o n was a f a b r i c a t i o n . 
Stressing that, for various reasons, it 
is clear that the recantation was a 
forgery, Nina Strokata and her hus– 
band, Sviatislav Karavansky, both 
former prisoners of the gulag and 

'members of the Ukrainian Helsinki 
Group, stated that the fabrication 
was aimed at halt ing Western de– 
fense actions on Mr. Shukhevych's 
behalf, as well as another maneuver 
in the USSR's "psychological war 
with the West." 

1985 also saw a crackdown on 
religious activists, particularly de-
fenders of the Ukrainian Catholic 
Church, which was dissolved by an 
illegal synod in 1946. While nine 

regular issues as well as one special 
issue of the samvydav Chronicle of 
the Ca tho l i c C h u r c h in Ukra ine , 
documenting activities of the under-
g r o u n d in i t i a t i ve Group for the 
Defense of the Rights of Believers 
and the Church, founded in 1982, 
surfaced in the West, members of 
the group suffered official harass– 
ment and arrests. 

The group's first chairman and 
editor of the Chronicle, which ap– 
peared in consecutive issues of The 
Weekly from January through June, 
Yosyp Terelia, 42, was sentenced 
August 20 in Uzhhorod to seven 
years in a labor camp and five years 
in exile for "anti-Soviet agitation and 
propaganda." Mr. Terelia had been 
in hiding from November 1984 until 
his arrest in February 1985. 

vasyl Kobryn, 46, who served as 
the second chairman of the religious 
group, was arrested late last year 
and s u b s e q u e n t l y s e n t e n c e d in 
March to three years in a general-
regimes camp for "disseminating of 
knowingly false fabrications discre– 
dit ing the Soviet political and social 
system." 

Both of these men actively cam– 
pa igned for the lega l iza t ion and 
restoration of the Uniate Church, 
which claims some 4 mill ion mem– 
bers in the USSR. 

it is apparent that one Soviet 
dissident benefitted from the up-
coming Reagan-Gorbachev Summit 
in Geneva this November; Yelena 
Bonner was granted a three-month 
exit visa for medical treatment in the 
West after years of failed attempts 
and a hunger strike staged in protest 
by her husband, Soviet physicist and 
human-rights activist Andrei Sakha– 
rov, who remains in ex i le in the 
closed city of Gorky. A handful of 
separated spouses were reunited, 
also on the eve of the summit. 

The superpower summit also re– 
su l ted in an agreement te -open 
consulates in Kiev and New York. 

The Medvid case 
The most heartrending event f o r 

the Ukrainian community thatfought 
so hard for the freedom of a young 
Ukrainian sailor was the ill-fated 
defection attempt of Ukrainian sea-
man Myroslav Medvid. The handling 
of the Medvid case caused outrage 
not on ly f r o m U.S. c i t i zens and 
members of Congress, but also cast 
doubt worldwide as to the direction 
the U.S. government was taking in 
regard to defectors. Many crit ics 
contend the United States had failed 
to live up to the words attributed to 
the Statue of Liberty, the "Mother of 
Exiles": "Give me your t ired, your 
poor, your huddled masses yearn– 
ing to breathe free..." And Ukrainian 
Americans nationwide loudly voiced 
their displeasure through demon– 
strations, telephone networks and 
letter-writ ing. 

Rep. Fred Eckert, a Republican 
from New York, perhaps best ex-
pressed the feelings of the American 
people after Mr. Medvid was forcibly 
returned to Soviet custody, in a 
commentary published in The Wall 
Street Journal op-ed page on No– 
vember 21, he wrote: "Somewhere 

; oui on the high seas the Marshal 
Koniev is carrying Ukrainian seaman 

! Myroslav Medvid to the heli that 
; awaits him back in the Soviet Union. 
- The ship is also carrying away a full 
І load of American grain. And pieces 

Button urges: remember Myroslav 
Medvid. 

of America's reputation, pride and 
honor." 

Mr. Medvid had tried to defect 
from the Soviet Union by jumpin– 
from his Soviet freighter and swi– 
ming to the Louisiana shore near 
Belle Chase on the night of Octo: 
24. At about 7:30 p.m., Mr. Medv,^ 
ran into Joseph and Wayne Wyman 

On a piece of paper he wrote the 
word "РОІІСІЙ and drew an arrow 
pointing to the .vords "Novi Orlean." 

After the Wymans dropped Mr. 
Medvid off at the police station, the 
po l i ce , in t u rn , took h im to the 
harbor police, who, took him to the 
Border Patrol of the immigration 
and Naturalization Service. 

Once at the lNS offices in New 

J 

Stus: dead in labor camp 
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Orleans, at around 11:45 p.m., the 
Border Patrol contacted a Justice 
Department interpreter in New York, 
lrene Padoch, in order to ascertain 
what Mr. Medv id wan ted , i t was 
dur ing this conversation that the 
fate of Mr. Medvid was sealed. Al– 
though Mrs. Padoch stressed twice 
during this hourlong conversation 
that Mr. Medvid was seeking poli– 
tical asylum, and although the guards 
t o l d Mrs . P a d o c h tha t no ha rm 
would come to the sailor and that 
they would get in touch with her the 
next day, within an hour after she 
got off the phone, Mr. Medvid was 
on his way back to the Marsha l 
Koniev. For unknown reasons, the 
two lNS Border Patrol officers told 
employees of Universal Shipping 
Agencies, a private shipping com– 
pany, to return Mr. Medvid to Soviet 
custody. The two men hired a launch 
and set off for the Marshal Koniev. 

Raymond Gu th r ie , the launch 
pilot said of Mr. Medvid later, " l felt 
sorry for the seaman. Hewaskicking 
and screaming. He didn't want to go 
back." Mr. Medvid ran his fingers 
across his throat, a gesture which 
indicated he was afraid he would be 
harmed if returned to the Soviets. 

When the launch came to the side 
of the Marsha l Koniev, a Soviet 
officer talked to Mr. Medvid. The 
seaman became even more fright– 
ened, observers said, and he once 
again dove into the water and swam 
to shore. 

in his commentary, Rep. Eckert 
wrote: "Soviet officers and the two 
U.S. shipping-company employees 

,grabbed:htm, Mr. Medyid^creamed, 
Ric)cW,f?t i r iched and b i t , b l i t h e 
couldn't get free. They handcuffed 
him, with handcuffs that had been 
turned over to these private citizens 
- and, it turns out, to Soviet author– 
i t ies, too - by the U.S. Border 
Patrol. Mr. Medvid then began to 
bang his head against rocks along 
the shore . He was ove rpowered 
again. Finally, he was returned to 
the Marshal Koniev." 

Around 4 p.m., on October 25, 
after U.S. officials in Washington -
had allegedly been allerted to the 
Medvid case, the U.S. Border Patrol 
began w a t c h i n g the sh ip at the 
request of the State Department. 
Last visual contact of Mr. Medvid 
was made by a U.S. authority around 
6:30 p.m. At 10:30 p.m., that same 
day . S ta te D e p a r t m e n t o f f i c i a l s 
arrived on the Marshal Koniev. Ne– 
gotiations continued between the 
Soviets and U.S. officials on Satur– 
day, October 26. 

On that day, a series of medical 
and psychiatric exams were taken of 
Mr. Medvid. The final analysis was 
that Mr. Medvid had been injected 
w i t h two of the s t ronges t m i n d -
altering drugs used by the Soviet 
authorities, halidol and thorazine, 
according to the ship's doctor, it 
appeared to the American psychi– 
at r is t that Mr. Medv id had been 
th rea tened w i t h v io lence to his 
parents if he did not return to the 
Soviet Union, and he was suffering 
substantial wounds to his left arm 
which was bandaged from the wrist 
to the armpit. However, blood or 
urine tests - standard procedures 
in any physical examination - were 
not taken by American doctors. 

it also appeared that Mr. Medvid 
was hesitant to talk to authorities, 
according to the Russian translator 
who had been assigned to interpret 
d i scuss ions be tween Mr. Medv id 

and U.S. au thor i t i es . When later 
speaking on the phone with Mrs. 
Padoch , t h e in te rp re te r sa id Mr. 
Medv id was re luc tan t to answer 
questions posed to him. 

On October 29, Mr. Medvid signed 
a statement in Russian and English 
which stated he wished to return to 
the Soviet Union of his own freewil l . 

On November 6, the Commission 
on Secur i t y and Coope ra t i on in 
Europe, known as the Helsinki Corn-
mission, called on President Ronald 
Reagan to take immediate action to 
determine if Mr. Medvid was seeking 
political asylum in the United States. 
Sen. A l fonse D 'Amato ( R . - N . Y ) , 
chairman of the commission, said, 
"We cannot stand by and let the 
human rights of this individual be 
violated. Al lowing the Soviet ship to 
leave U.S. waters w i t h o u t deter– 
mining exactly what Mr. Medvid was 
seeking when he jumped into the 
Mississippi River in search of Ameri– 
can au thor i t i es w o u l d be regre t -
table." 

On November 7, the Senate Judi– 
ciary Committee's Subcommittee 
on immigration and Refugee Policy 
held hearings on the U.S. govern– 
ment's handing of the Medvid case. 
The governmen t c o n t e n d e d that 
the case was closed in light of Mr. 
Medvid's document stating hewant– 
ed to return to the Soviet Union. 
Sen. Gordon Humphrey (R.-N.H.) 
however, insisted that Mr. Medvid be 
interviewed in an atmosphere free of 
Soviet coercion. 

Alan C. Nelson, director of the 
lNS, also testified and defended his 
a g e n c y ; H e stater) that a l t hough 
human error had initially caused Mr. 
Medvid to be returned to the Mar– 
shal Kon iev (he said the border 
patrol had misunderstood Mr. Med– 
vid's desire for political asylum), he 
was p roud of how the lNS sub– 
sequently had handled the situation. 
T o w h i c h New York Democra t i c 
Rep. Gary Ackerman replied, "As 
p r o u d as y o u are of t he case 's 
handling, the Senate, the House and 
the American people are ashamed." 

The S u b c o m m i t t e e on Europe 
and the Middle East of the House 
Foreign Affairs Committee held its 
own hearing two days later. 

On November 8, in an 11th hour 
attempt to save Mr. Medvid, Sen. 
Jesse Helms (R.-N.O), the power– 
fu l cha i rman of the A g r i c u l t u r e 
Committee, issued a subpeona to 
the Marsha l Koniev to have Mr. 
Medvid appear before the commit– 
tee. The sh ip 's cap ta in received 
orders not to do anything and wait 
for Soviet au tho r i t i es . The sub– 
peona was not honored, and the 
next day the Marshal Koniev was 
allowed to sail out of U.S. waters 
with the" Ukrainian seaman on boara. 

While the U.S. Congress was 
doing its part on behalf of the young 
sailor, the Ukrainian American com– 
munity turned to legal means to try 
and prevent the departure of the 
Soviet grain freighter with Mr. Med– 
vid abroad. The case was taken to 
the Supreme Court by attorney An– 
drew Fylypovych, but the highest 
court of the land, like the lower 
courts, refused to issue an order 
barring the ship's departure. Many 
of the Ukrainian American demon– 
strators gathered in Louisiana to 
stage protest actions openly wept as 
the ship set sail on November 9. 

On December 6, Sen. H u m p h r y 
introduced a resolution that would 
create a seven-member Senate pa– 

nel to invest igate al l aspects of 
asylum procedures. As of last count, 
the bill had 60 co-sponsors, it is 
expec ted to be voted on in the 
Senate early in 1986. 

Meanwhile, new information indi– 
cated that there may actually have 
been two Medvids: one that jumped 
ship and another who was inter-
viewed by U.S. authorities several 
days later. 

One of the hopes which has been 

expressed for the Humphrey 
reso lu t ion is that the leg is la t ive 
branch of the U.S. government wil l 
investigate what really happened in 
the Medvid case and why so many 
b la tan t v io la t ions of gove rnmen t 
policy were made. While it may be 
too late to save Myroslav Medvid, 
observers say a thorough review of 
p rocedures and an independent 
investigation into the entire Medvid 
inc iden t may prevent t ragedy in 
other asylum cases. 

Ukrainian Churches 

Metropolitan Mstyslav speaks. Cardinal John Kroll, President Ronald 
Reagan, and National Security Adviser Robert McFarlane listen. 

1985 was the year that prepara– 
t ions for the c o m m e m o r a t i o n of 
Ukraine's Christian Mil lennium offi– 
cially got under way with the esta– 
blishment on March 23 of the Na– 
tional Committee on the Mil lennium 
of Christianity in Ukraine. 

The ad hoc g r o u p , wh i ch was 
c rea ted on the in i t i a t i ve of the 
hierarchs of the Ukrainian Catholic 
and Orthodox Churches, is chaired 
by Dr. Yuriy Starosolsky of Wash– 
ington. 

Though the committee encom– 
passes all segments of the Ukrainian 
community, it was the subject of a 
boycott when representatives of the 
Ukrainian Liberation Front refused 
to attend one of its meetings simply 
because the meeting was being held 
at the headquarters of the Ukrainian 
National Association. 

The committee met several times 
during the year to chart a course of 
activity leading up to 1988, the year 
of the Mil lennium 

Many community leaders feared 
that the mil lennium would be used 
by the Soviet government and the 
Moscow Patriarchate of the Russian 
Orthodox Church to further their 
own ends, giving the mil lennium an 
all-Russian character and denying 
the legitimacy of Ukrainian celebra– 
tions in the West. Sovietologist Dr. 
Bohdan R. Bociurkiw said that even 
though Pope John Paul l l had placed 
himself f irmly on the side of the 
Ukrainian bishops on this issue, his 
posit ion was being actively chal– 
lenged by those within the vatican 
who would rather see the Roman 
Catholic Church side with the Mos– 
cow-sponsored celebration of the 
Mil lennium. 

Both the Ukrainian Orthodox and 
Catholic Churches "have been vi– 
ciously attacked by the Soviets and 
by the Moscow Patriarchate, which, 
after a period of persecution, has in 

a sense been rehabilitated by the 
Kremlin as an integrating institution 
that bears close relationship to the 
Russian national cause, to the im– 
perial legacy and to the imperial 
aspirations of the Soviet system," 
Dr. B o c i u r k i w t o l d an aud ience 
gathered to hear his lecture in Wash– 
ington. 

1985 was also the year the Ukrai– 
nian Catholic Church was accorded 
the honor of hav ing i ts sp i r i tua l 
leader named a cardinal by Pope 
J o h n Paul l l . Ma jor A r c h b i s h o p 
Myroslav lvan Lubachivsky was one 
of 28 men elevated to the College of 
Cardinals in an outdoor ceremony 
held in the vatican on May 25. The 
hierarch thus became the fifth U– 
krainian Catholic cardinal in history. 
Soon after his consecration, Cardi– 
nal Lubachivsky visited numerous 
Ukrainian Catholic communities in 
the United States and Canada. 

The new cardinal also met with 
President Ronald Reagan on June 
20. The two reportedly discussed 
the state of the Church in the dias– 
pora, as well as the continued perse– 
cu t i on of bel ievers in the Soviet 
Union, where the Ukrainian Catho– 
lic Church has been outlawed since 
1946. The prelate was accompanied 
to the Wh i te House meet ing by 
Metropolitan Stephen Sulyk of the 
United States. 

in 1985 Ukrainian Catholics mark– 
ed the first anniversary of the death 
of Patriarch Josyf Slipyj through 
special services in Rome, as well as 
many memorials worldwide. Over 
500 faithful gathered on September 
7 at St. Sophia Sobor in Rome to 
eulogize the late primate and reaf– 
f i r m t h e i r be l i e f in h is p a s t o r a l 
tes tament . T h e Rome memor ia l 
observances c o n t i n u e d t h r o u g h 
September 10. 

Two weeks later, Ukrainian Ca– 
tho l i c b ishops f r om a round the 
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world met at a two-week Synod to 
focus on the needs and concerns 
facing their Particular Church, 
among them, the approaching Mil– 
lennium, the persecution of faithful 
living in Ukraine under Soviet domi– 
nation, a new code of canon law for 
the Eastern Churches, the beatifica– 
tion of Servant of God Andrey Shep– 
tytsky, vocations to the religious life, 
and the election of new bishops. The 
bishops also had an audience with 
the pontiff, who spoke to them in 
Ukrainian, showing his vast know-
ledge of the concerns and needs of 
Ukrainian Catholics worldwide. 

Two months later, the head of the 
Ukrainian Catholic Church, Cardi– 
nal Lubachivsky made an impas– 
sioned plea for the granting of a 
patriarchate to his Church when he 
addressed the Extraordinary Synod 
of Bishops of the Catholic Church 
on the first day of its meetings, 
November 25. 

Speaking during the general ses– 
sion that day, Cardinal Lubachivsky 
noted that the Ukrainian Catholic 
Church, as an Eastern Church with 
its own laws, wishes to preserve its 
distinct identity. The status of the 
patriarchate for the Church is in 
keeping with Eastern traditions, and 
it serves the spiritual needs of the 
Ukrainian Catholic Church's faithful 

now and in the future, he said. The 
prelate also spoke of the under-
ground Ukrainian Catholic Ohurch 
in Ukraine, where no clergy or laity 
are permitted to function in any 
religious capacity. 

The Ukrainian Orthodox Church 
in 1985 ordained a new bishop for its 
faithful in the United States. Arch– 
mandrite Antony Scharba was ele– 
vated to the episcopate by Metro– 
politan Mstyslav Sulyk in elaborate 
ceremonies at St. Andrew's Memo-
rial Ukrainian Orthodox Church in 
South Bound Brook, N.J., on Octo– 
ber 6. Bishop Antony thus became 
the newest member of the Sobor of 
Bishops of the Ukrainian Orthodox 
Church - and at age 38, probably 
the youngest. 

Metropolitan Mstyslav, accom– 
panied by Bishop Antony, was 
among the 18 religious leaders who 
met for more than an hour with 
President Reagan on November 8. 

The churchmen and the president 
reportedly exchanged views on 
human rights and other issues Mr. 
Reagan planned to raise at the 
summit meeting with Soviet leader 
Mikhail Gorbachev. The situation in 
Ukraine and the Baltic states was 
among the issues specifically men– 
tioned at the luncheon meeting. 

Political activities 
it was the year of the first U.S.– 

Soviet summit meeting since 1979, 
and the historic event did not pass 
by unnoticed by the Ukrainian Ame– 
rican community. 

in New York City, the Plast sorori– 
ties of Pershi Stezhi and v"erhkovyn– 
ky initiated a fund-drive to raise 
money for a full-page advertisement 
in The New York Times on the eve of 
the summit. The ad called on Presi– 
dent Ronald Reagan to remember 
persecuted Ukrainian human-rights 
activists in his talks with General 
Secretary Mikhail Gorbachev. The 
ad, which cost 327,000, appeared in 
the November 10 issue of the paper's 
Sunday edition, which has a circula– 
tion of 1.6 million. 

in Philadelphia, the Ukrainian 
Human Rights Committee raised 
32,700 for a full page ad in The 
Washington Times. The advertise– 
ment was published in the Novem– 
ber 20 isi ue of the newspaper, that 
is, on the second day of the U.S.– 
Soviet summit n ating. it urged 
President Reag. to demand the 
release of Ukrainian human-rights 
activists ana noted that the Kremlin 
is pursuing a policy of genocide 
directed against the Ukrainian 
people. 

in Ghicag г week before the 
summit a torn Soviet 
political prioon^r, victor borovsky, 
and a soldier who deserted the 
Soviet Army in Afghanistan, Mykola 
Movchan, appealed on behalf of the 
Ukrainian and Afghan people. They 
directed their appeal through letters 
to two first ladies, Nancy Reagan 
and Raisa Gorbachev. The two men 
spoke at a press conference on 
November 12 sponsored by the 
Ukrainian American Justice Com– 
mittee and the illinois chapter of 
Americans for Human Rights in 
Ukraine. 

Meanwhile, in Washington, on the 
day President Reagan left for Ge– 
neva, Ukrainian Americans gathered 
outside the south gate of the White 

House to urge the president to 
raise the case of would-be defector 
Myroslav Medvid. A large placard 
reading "Remember Medvid" was 
laid out on the ellipse so that it 
would be visible from the president's 
helicopter which took him to An– 
drews Air Force Base. The rally was 
organized by the Ukrainian Con– 
gress Committee of America and 
The Washington Group. 

1985 was also the year during 
which the first secretary of the 
Communist Party of the Ukrainian 
SSR, volodymyr Shcherbytsky, 
headed a high-level Soviet delega– 
tion on a trip to the United States. 
Ukrainian American groups urged 
members of Congress to raise 
human-rights issues with Mr. 
Shcherbytsky, and several groups 
picketed the party secretary during 
his stay in Washington on March 4-7. 

On March 4, during a Capitol Hill 
reception, Rep. Mary Rose Oakar 
presented a letter protesting Soviet 
human-rights violations to Mr. 
Shcherbytsky. As she handed him 
the letter, Rep. Oakar said that it was 
human-rights abuses like the ones 
outlined in the letter that made 
improvement in East-West relations 
difficult. The letter was the same as 
the one sent to all members of 
Congress by Americans for Human 
Rights in Ukraine. A senior aide to 
the congresswoman, Ukrainian An– 
drew Fedynsky, also had a chance 
to speak with Mr. Shcherbytsky for 
some five minutes. Among the topics 
raised by Mr. Fedynsky was Russifi– 
cation. 

in New York City, 16 Ukrainians 
were arrested on March 8 while 
protesting the U.S. visit of Mr. 
Shcherbytsky. The group had at– 
tempted to stage a sitdown demon– 
stration in front of the Soviet Mis– 
sion to the United Nations. 

Later in the year, on September 
27, Ukrainian and other East Euro– 
pean protesters "greeted" Soviet 
Foreign Minister Eduard Shevard– 

nadze with a rally in front of the 
White House, where the Soviet func– 
tionary was to meet with President 
Reagan. The demonstration was 
organized by a group sarcastically 
calling itself the Committee to Wel– 
come Eduard Shevardnadze to 
Washington, a venture co-spon– 
sored by the Washington offices of 
the Joint Baltic American National 
Committee and the Ukrainian Con– 
gress Committee of America. 

During 1985. members of Con– 
gress sent at least three letters 
expressing their concern about 
Ukrainian political prisoners to 
Soviet leader Mikhail Gorbachev. 
On April 17,135 representatives and 
one senator urged that Yuriy Shu– 
khevych, the "eternal prisoner," be 
released from internal exile and be 
allowed to travel to the West for 
much-needed medical treatment. 

On August 5,132 members of the 
House of Representatives sent a 
letter asking for the release of octo– 
genarian Oksana Meshko from her 
term of exile in the remote Ayan area 
of the USSR. 

Then, on November 1, 151 con– 
gressmen asked Mr. Gorbachev to 
release Ukrainian Catholic activist 
Yosyp Terelia, who had been sen– 
tenced to a 12-year term for "anti-
Soviet agitation and propaganda." 

All three congressional letters 
were the result of lobbying efforts by 

Americans for Human Rights in 
Ukraine. 

During the year, several appoint– 
ments were made by the Congress 
and the executive branch of mem– 
bers to the U.S. Commission on the 
Ukraine Famine. On February 12, 
President Reagan named Surgeon 
General C. Everett Koop, De– 
partment of Health and Human 
Services, Gary L. Bauer, Depart– 
ment of Education, and Howard 
Eugene Douglas, Department of 
State; as the three executive branch 
members of the commission. 

On March 28, the House speaker 
appointed the two Democratic 
House members to the commission: 
Dan Mica of Florida and Dennis M. 
Hertel of Michigan. Rep. Mica was 
named the commission chairman. 
Republicans William S. Broomfield 
of Michigan and Benjamin Giiman 
of New York were named on May 15. 

Republican Sen. Robert Kasten of 
Wisconsin and Democratic Sen. 
Dennis DeConcini were selected as 
the two Senate members of the 
commission. The announcement 
came on June 20. 

The six public members of the 
commission have yet to be named. 

Meanwhile, the Congress and 
President Reagan in December ap– 
proved 3400,000 in funding for the 
famine commission. The funds will 
be available until expended. 

Nazi hunt in Canada 
"There have been statements.,.that 

there are indeed within Canada a 
considerable number of (Nazi war) 
criminals who may have escaped to 
this country in order to avoid prose– 
cution for the crimes they have 
committed or to avoid punishment 
for such crimes...The government 
has concluded—that we must go to 
the very depths of the questions 
posed so that we may be assured 
that we are not, unknowingly, har– 
boring within our midst some of the 
individuals guilty of committing the 
horrible Nazi war crimes of World 
War ll." 

With these words, Canadian Jus– 
tice Minister John Crosbie rose in 
the House of Commons to announce 
the creation of a commission of 
inquiry on Nazi war criminals. 
(?The February 7 announcement 
came after weeks of speculation that 
the government of Prime Minister 
Brian Mulroney would yield to pres– 
sure from Jewish groups and launch 
an investigation into how many 
alleged war criminals live in Canada, 
how they got into the country and 
how they might be brought to jus– 
tice. 

While Jewish groups and Cana– 
dian editorial writers applauded the 
government's decision, Canada's 
600,000-member Ukrainian commu– 
nity feared the worst: a McCarthy 
era witch hunt to find East Euro– 
pean immigrants who fought against 
the Soviets during World War ll and 
may have seen the Germans as 
liberators. 

"The Ukrainian Canadian com– 
munity has had to endure frequent 
allegations of criminal collaboration 
with the Nazis in the extermination 
of the Jewish population in Ukraine 
and Eastern Poland..The alleged 
criminal activity of a few individuals 
(has been) generalized and project-
ad over a whole community," the 
Ukrainian Canadian Committee 

To go or not to go. That was the ques– 
tion. Justice Jules Deschenes de– 
cided his commission of inquiry 
would travel abroad, including to the 
USSR, to gather evidence for his 

probe on war criminals. 

said in a statement released at a 
spring conference in Toronto. 

in announcing its decision, the 
federal government said it would 
appoint one of Canada's most res– 
pected jurists to head the one-man 
war criminals commission: Justice 
Jules Deschenes of the Quebec 
Supreme Court. The commission 
was given a 31 million, budget, the 
freedom to travel wherever it chooses 
and a December 31 deadline. 

Thanks to the help of the vienna– 
based Simon Wiesenthal Center and 
the Soviet Embassy in Ottawa, the 
Deschenes Commission didn't have 
to do a lot of homework to come up 
with a list of suspects. 

Sol Littman, a Toronto spokes-
man for the Los Angeles-based 
Simon Wiesenthal Center of Holo– 
caust Studies, went public with 
news that he was able to track down 
the names of 28 suspected Ukrai– 
nian war criminals by using the 
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Toronto phone book and checking 
social security numbers. The Wie– 
senthal organization also said that 
up to 3,000 Nazi war criminals or 
wartime collaborators entered Ca– 
nada after the war; that as many as 
2,000 are living in the country; and 
that there are 218 Ukrainians in 
Canada who were members of the 
Nazi SS. The Soviet Embassy sent a 
separate list of alleged war criminals 
to the government. 

The Ukrainian community re-
acted angrily to these allegations. At 
news conferences and interviews 
spokesmen for the Ukrainian com– 
munity said they wanted to see war 
criminals brought to justice, but that 
they did not want to see any witch 
hunts. A massive lobbying cam– 
paign was launched to bring this 
message to Canadians, spearhead– 
ed by the Winnipeg-based Ukrai– 
nian Canadian Committee. The 
national umbrella organization esta– 
blished a subcommittee, the Civil 
Liberties Commission, and appoint– 
ed Toronto lawyer John Gregoro– 
vich as its head. The CLC set up a 
Toronto office and reportedly drew 
some 1100,000 a month in dona– 
tions. Among its activities: hiring 
high-profile Canadian lawyer John 
Sopinka to represent the Ukrainian 
Canadian Committee before the 
commission; placing advertise– 
ments in major Canadian publica– 
tions that warn against the use of 
Soviet evidence; gathering research 
data about the participation of U– 
krainians in World War ll; and pres– 
suring politicians to convince the 
government to disallow the use of 
Soviet evidence in the investigation. 

Thousands of Ukrainian Cana– 
dians and a group of back-bench 
Members of Parliament from the 
ruling Progressive Conservative 
Party voiced fierce opposition at 
news in the fall that Mr. Deschenes 
was thinking of going to the Soviet 
Union to determine if serious allega– 
tions against alleged war criminals 
living in Canada are true. 

After holding open hearings on the 
admissibility of Soviet evidence, 
Justice Deschenes released a 47-
page report on November 17 an– 
nouncing that the commission will 
go to the Soviet Union, Poland and 
three Western countries to collect 
evidence on at least 15 suspected 
war criminals. But Justice Des– 
chenes set six strict guidelines to 

Throughout 1985, several Ukrain– 
ian organizations in the United 
States took steps to combat the 
defamation of Ukrainians. Commit– 
tees were formed, appeals for funds 
were sent to members of the U– 
krainian community, and the U.S. 
government was pressured to over-
haul its procedures on seeking out 
and obtaining Soviet evidence for 
use in denaturalization proceedings 
against Nazi collaborators. 

indeed, there was a lot of activity; 
so much so that the World Jewish 
Congress charged that Ukrainian 
and other emigre groups are at– 
tempting to block the U.S. govern– 
ment's investigation of alleged Nazi 
collaborators. Spokesmen for U– 
krainian and Lithuanian groups 
strongly denied these charges, 
pointing out that their communities' 
opposition to the Justice Depart– 
ment's Office of Special lnvestiga– 

which the countries must agree 
before evidence is collected. His 
ground rules included: access to 
original documents on war crimes; 
use of independent interpreters; and 
the freedom to examine witnesses in 
accordance With Canadian rules of 
evidence. 

Most recently, the deadline for the 
, Deschenes Commission to com– 
plete its investigation and report to 
the government has been extended 
by six months to June 30. Mr. Des– 
chenes requested the decision after 
he decided to send counsel abroad 
to gather more evidence. The extra 
time will allow the former Quebec 
Superior Court Justice to submit 
two reports: a public document 
listing possible actions against Nazi 
war criminals and a confidential 
report to the Cabinet containing the 
names of suspected criminals. 

No one knows for sure what, if 
any, course of action will be taken 
by the government after Justice 
Deschenes submits his report. What 
is known is that, in the past, Cana– 
dian royal commission reports have 
often been shelved by the govern– 
ment of the day to collect dust. But 
well-informed sources in Canada 
point out that the country's well-
organized Jewish lobby and the 
media will not let the government off 
the hook until war criminals are 
brought to justice. 

indeed, the issue of Nazi war 
criminals, has longsince been a hot 
potato that few previous govern– 
ments dared to pick up. The Liberal 
government of Prime Minister Pierre 
Trudeau, for instance, was charged 
by Simon Wiesenthat with not being 
cooperative in efforts to capture 
some of the more than 200 war 
criminals believed living in Canada. 
Mr. Trudeau refused to establish an 
inquiry in spite of these charges. 

if anything, the events of the past 
11 months іл Canada have con– 
vinced Ukrainian Canadians of the 
need to better organize themselves. 
The community, under the leader-
ship of the Ukrainian Canadian 
Community, has experienced se– 
veral difficulties in getting its mes– 
sage across to the media and pre– 
venting the use of Soviet evidence in 
Canadian courts. This, in spite of 
the fact that the community leaders 
had been warned years ago that 
Ukrainians might once again be 
branded war criminals. 

tions centers on the use of Soviet-
supplied evidence. 

To this end, the Ukrainian Ameri– 
can Bar Association, Americans 
Against Defamation of Ukrainians 
and a host of other groups re-
quested oversight hearings on the 
manner in which the Justice Depart– 
ment gathers Soviet evidence for 
use in denaturalization proceedings 
against suspects. 

"No one can deny the legal and 
moral imperative of searching out 
individuals whose tainted war-time 
histories were concealed from the 
authorities when they came to this 
country," the Ukrainian American 
Bar Association wrote in a letter to 
Rep. Peter Rodino (D-NJ). "How– 
ever, it is precisely because the 
stakes are so high that the utmost 
care must be given to the manner in 
which these individuals are charged 
and prosecuted." 

in 1985, two committees and a 
large fund was established to combat 
the defamation of Ukrainians. The 
Supreme Assembly of the Ukrainian 
National Association announced in 
June that it was forming the U– 
krainian Heritage Defense Commit– 
tee. Fueled by a 5100,000 budget 
and with a soon-to-be established 
lobbying office in Washington, the 
UHDC would promote the Ukrainian 
story, counter innaccuracies about 
Ukrainians, and protect the civil 
rights of Ukrainians. 

Another anti-defamation com– 
mittee was created in Philadelphia 
at a conference sponsored by the 
Americans Against the Defamation 
of Ukrainians. Among the plans of 
the newly formed Council of Ukrai– 
nian Central Organizations' Rep– 
resentatives: communicating with 
the media; ensuring that all legal 
proceedings conform to due pro-
cess of law; and gathering of docu– 
ments, eyewitnesses and testimony. 

Finally, the Ukrainian American 
Coordinating Council announced 
plans to establish a S1 million fund 
to be used to assist those Ukrainians 

in 1983, the year in which Ukrai– І 
nians observed the 50th anniversary і 
of the Great Famine in Ukraine, the ' 
community was called upon to 
"remember and make others aware" 
of the grisly killing of some 7 million 
victims of the Soviet-orchestrated 
famine. 

Two years later, people around 
the world continue to be reminded 
of the "forgotten holocaust" through 
film and publications. , 

"Harvest of Despair," a 55-minute j 
documentary on the Great Famine 
was screened at some of the world's 
most prestigious film festivals and j 
competitions. The producers of the , 
film, Slavko Nowytski and Yurij 
Luhovy, walked away with no less , 
than five awards from competitions 
held in Canada and the United ', 
States. 

The award-winning film was , 
screened in October at the 23rd і 
annual New York Film Festival, and і 
the Canadian Broadcasting Cor– ( 
poration (CBC) broadcast the film і 
on its national television network in 
September. 

The awards given to "Harvest of 
Despair" included: the Gold Lone і 
Star Award in the politics, govern– і 
ment and world relations category І 
of documentary films at the Houston 
international Film Festival; the Chris і 
Statuette Award for best social 
documentary film at the 33rd Annual ' 
Columbus international Film Festi– і 

"val; and two awards at the 28th і 
'̂ Annual international Film and ТУ ' 

wrongly accused of collaborating 
with the Germans during World War 
11. 

Americans for Human Rights in 
Ukraine, meanwhile, sponsored 
what were billed as anti-defamation 
rallies throughout the United States 
and raised funds for the legal defense 
of John Demjanjuk. 

As the year drew to a close, it 
became more likely that Mr. Dem– 
janjuk would be extradited to lsrael 
to stand trial there for allegedly 
operating the gas chambers at the 
Nazi's Treblinka extermination camp, 
Mr. Demjanjuk, a 65-year-old retired 
auto worker from Cleveland, spends 
his days in a Springfield, Mo., prison 
while his lawyers try to convince the 
courts not to extradite him to lsrael 
or deport him to the USSR. 

On December 17, without com– 
ment, the Supreme Court rejected 
appeals by Mr. Demjanjuk to avoid 
deportation. Mr. Demjanjuk argued 
that his constitutional rights had 
been violated by lower courts which 
revoked his citizenship on the basis 
of false testimony and altered do– 
cuments. 

Festival of New York. Three sepa– 
rate awards were given to the film at 
the 21st Yorkton Short Film and 
video Festival. 

Meanwhile, two books on the 
Great Famine were published this 
year and a third is scheduled for 
release next year. 

"Execution by Hunger The Hidden 
Holocaust," was the first book on 
the famine to be released by a major 
publishing house, it was authored 
by Miron Dolot, a survivor of the 
famine, and was released by W.W. 
Norton a Co. in the spring. The 
book's front jacket notes: "Seven 
million people in the'breadbasket or 
Europe' were deliberately starved to 
death at Stalin's command. This 
story has been suppressed for half a 
century. Now a survivor speaks." 
The book was reviewed by many 
newspapers and magazines in the 
United States, Canada and Austra– 
lia, including The Boston Globe, 
Christian Science Monitor and 
Winnipeg Free Press. 

A second book on the Great Fa-
mine was published by Suchasnist 
in the fall. Compiled by Nadia Karat– 
nycky, the 144-page pocket-size 
book includes selected Ukrainian-
language articles written by a variety 
of writers and scholars. 

The long-awaited account of the 
Great Famine by Dr. Robert Con-
quest will be published in the United 
States next spring by Oxford Uni– 
versity Press. 

U.S. Ukrainian c 
A hopeful sign for the Ukrainian 

American community came the 
weekend of October 19-20 when 267 
delegates of 49 national and local 
Ukrainian organizations, and repre– 
sentatives of 22 Ukrainian Ameri– 
can Coordinating Council branches 
gathered in Philadelphia for the first 
convention of the UACCquncil. 

The organization was formed in 
response to the October 1980 take-
over in Philadelphia" of the Ukrai– 
nian Congress Committee of Ame– 
rica by one political faction of the 

immunity 
Ukrainian community. 

The convention proceeded 
smoothly and amicably, and ended 
in a spirit of goodwill toward ail 
Ukrainians, regardless of their poli– 
tical affiliations. 

"We do not exist for the рифове of 
competing with the UCCA," said 
newly re-elected UACCouncil presi– 
dent John O. Flis, in his acceptance 
speech. "May God help them in their 
work; we will do our own work." 

The City of Brotherly Love proved 
itself this year after all. 

OSi activity in U.S. 

Documentation of the famine 
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Ukrainian National Association 
This year was a pre-convention 

year lor the Ukrainian National 
Association, and the fraternal or– 
ganization was as busy as ever. The 
UNA Supreme Assembly voted on 
January 26, to allocate $^ million for 
seniors housing at and near the 
Soyuzivka resort. Phase one of the 
housing, a 10-room residence on 
the resort grounds, was begun this 
fall. 

The UNA also donated S5.000 
toward Ethiopian famine relief, 
325,000 to the renovation of the 
Statue of Liberty, 350,000 for the 
Ukrainian Encyclopedia project and 
3100,000 for scholarships to deserv– 
ing students for the 1985-86 acade– 
mic year. And these were just the 
larger donations made during the 
year by "Batko Soyuz." Scores of 
other grants were given during the 
year to myriad organizations and 
causes. 

On May 22, nearly 400 persons, 
including senators, congressmen 
administration officials and govern– 
ment staffers were hosted by the 

The year of 1985 was a sanguine 
season of high promise for Ukrai– 
nian students. Two major projects 
were launched in North America to 
revitalize the Ukrainian students 
movement in the United States and 
other parts of the world. 

Just before Christmas, Ukrainian 
students from Canada, the United 
States, Australia, France, Germany 
and Brazil met in Toronto to talk 
about giving new life to the dormant 
Central Union of Ukrainian Stu– 
dents (CeSUS). A three-member 
coordinating committee was creat– 
ed along with a council of presidents 
that would include two representa– 
tives from a handful of recognized 
national Ukrainian student groups 
from around the world. 

The Toronto CeSUS parley didn't 
go without the characteristic round 
of political bickering which has 
marred past attempts at revival. But 
after the smoke cleared, it was 
generally felt that the organization 
had a good chance of survival. 

in the United States, things look– 
ed even brighter. A large group of 
students from the Northeast met 
twice in the fall to initiate various 
wonderfully ambitious nationwide 
projects. The students, calling 
themselves Ukrainian Student Out-

Readers of The Ukrainian Weekly 
might be tempted to look back at the 
past 12 months as a monumental 
year. The newspaper featured no 
less than five different stories on the 
erection and defacement of Ukrai– 
nian monuments. One issue of The 
Weekly carried three monument-
related stories. 

The first story appeared on June 2 
and concerned itself with news 
about a newly erected Jerusalem 
monument dedicated to Ukrainian 
victims of the Holocaust and the 
Great Famine in Ukraine. The mo– 
nument, erected by the Society of 
Ukrainian-Jewish Contacts in May,, 
stands near the Tomb of King David 
on Mount Zion. 

Only a few months later, on No– 

UNA at a Washington reception at 
the Russell Senate Office Building. 
The reception celebrated 100 years 
of Ukrainian settlement in the 
United States and was also meant to 
serve as a thank-you to those mem– 
bers of Congress who support U– 
krainian causes. 

During 1985 the UNA Supreme 
Assembly also voted to allocate 

Finally, the monumental year was 
brought to a close with news about 
the defacement of a monument in 
Edmonton dedicated to the millions 
of people who died during the 1932-
33 Great Famine in Ukraine. Accord– 
ing to the report, the two-year-old 
monument was vandalized during 
the veteran's Day weekend. The 
word "Lies" was painted across its 

base. The monument, designed by 
Ludmilla Temertei of Montreal, 
stands in a downtown square in 
front of Edmonton City Hall, it bears 
the inscription: "in memory of the 
millions who perished in the geno– 
cidal famine inflicted upon Ukraine 
by the Soviet regime in Moscow 
1932-33." 

Fraternal Association celebrated its 
75th anniversary. 

" North Dakota Ukrainians cele– 
brated their heritage during a "U– 
krainian Experience" weekend on 
May 3-5. Preparationsforthehistoric 
event, which attracted some 1,000 
participants, began in February 
1984. 

" Two Ukrainian students from 
Great Britain were held in an East 
Berlin prison in August, when they 
were detained while on their way to 
Poland. East German police held the 
two - George Fedyszyn, 22, of 
London, and Oleh Leszcyszyn, 22, 
of Coventry - for three weeks for 
allegedly importing anti-Commu– 
nist literature into the country. 

' Some 200 men and women from 
Europe and North America who 
survived the horror of German and 
Soviet prisons and concentration 
camps appeared at the largest 
gathering of former Ukrainian pri– 
soners of war since the end of World 
War 11 in Toronto. They came to the 
Ukrainian Cultural Oerrter– to remi– 
nisce about a painful past, rekindle 
friendships and talk about plans for 
the future. 

" The Ukrainian Museum in New 
York City announced that it pur-
chased a building on Sixth Street 
between Second and Third avenues. 
The museum plans to refurbish the 
building into a modern museum 
facility. The purchase was made 
necessary due to severe space lima– 
tations at the museum's current 
location and the need to provide 
improved exhibition facilities for the 
museum's growing collection. 

" The University of Toronto Chair 
of Ukrainian studies commemo– 
rated its fifth anniversary this year 
with a special program on Nevem– 
ber 23. 

The following were among the 
notable Ukrainians of 1984. 

' Three-year-old Jerry Shumylo 
returned to his Catskill, N.Y., home 
on October 9, four months after he 
underwent a successful second liver 
transplant in Pittsburgh's Children's 
Hospital. The boy was born with an 
underdeveloped liver, and nearing 
his third birthday weighed only 11 
pounds. Jerry is recovering rapidly 
since his liver transplant, his parents 
recently noted. 

" Orest Deychakiwsky, a staffer 
of the congressional Commission 
on Security and Cooperation in 
Europe, served as human-rights 
adviser and acted as liaison between 
the commission and non-govern– 
mental organizations at the Ottawa 
Human Rights Experts Meeting and 
the Budapest Cultural Forum. 

о victor Malarek, whose book 
"Hey Malarek!" became an instant 
best-seller in Canada, took a film 
option on his book this year. Mr. 
Malarek is an award-winning jour– 
nalist and senior reporter for Cana -
da's national newspaper. The Globe 
arid Mail. . ' „ 

Student life 

A monumental year 

3100,000 to efforts aimed at coun– 
tering the defamation of the Ukrai– 
nian nation. As a result, the Ukrai– 
nian Heritage Defense Committee 
was established, and at year's end 
all was go for the opening of a fully 
staffed Washington office of the 
UHDC. 

The UNA did not neglect cultural 
endeavors during 1985. This was the 
year that Soyuz sponsored the U.S. 
tour of the two Australian perform– 
ing ensembles, the Tchaika choir of 
Melbourne and the veselka dance 
troupe of Sydney. Among the tour 
highlights was an October 9 perfor– 
mance at the United Nations. 

reach, managed to attract members 
of some 12 Ukrainian student clubs 
by year's end. 

The move was considered a good 
one by many people because it was 
the first attempt to revitalize Ukrai– 
nian-American students on a na– 
tional level ever since the Federation 
of Ukrainian Student Organizations 
of America (SUSTA) fell apart in 
1981. 

Also in the United States, the 250-
member strong Ukrainian Student 
Association of Mykola Michnowsky 
(TUSM) held its 18th annual na– 
tional convention in November and 
elected a new national executive 
board headed by Jerry Halatyn of 
New York. 

Finally, in Canada, Ukrainian 
students enjoyed a boyant year 
under the leadership of the 33-year-
old Ukrainian Canadian Students' 
Union (SUSK). The Toronto-based 
national executive managed to pull 
off a well-attended annual fall con– 
gress in Toronto and an eastern 
conference in Montreal. SUSK also 
kept a watchful eye on the Canadian 
government's Nazi war criminals 
probe and it announced plans to 
resume regular publication of its 
popular monthly newspaper, Stu– 
dent. 

vember 3, The Weekly carried three 
monument stories. They included 
news about the Jerusalem monu– 
ment; a monument unveiled in 
Australia dedicated to the victims of 
the Great Famine; and a monument) 
erected in New Jersey in memory of– 
the Rev. Nestor Dmytriw, a former 
supreme secretary and auditor of 
the Ukrainian National Association 
and a pioneer missionary who died 
in 1925. 

The story on the Jerusalem monu– 
ment reported that the six-month-
old structure had been vandalized 
by a group of sledge hammer-wield– 
ing vandals led by the head of a 
World War ll veterans organization. 
At the time of the report, police in 
Jerusalem had made no arrests: 

Certain notable Ukrainian event, 
and persons of 1985 defy classifica– 
tion under any other heading, ergo, 
this section. 

First, the notable happenings of 
1985. 

" in July, three Ukrainian wo– 
men's organizations from the United 
States and Canada joined some 
2,000 delegates from around the 
world in Nairobi, Kenya, at the 
Kenyatta Conference Center for the 
11-day United Nations Women's 
Decade Conference. Members of 
the World Federation of Ukrainian 
Women's Organizations, the Ladies' 
Auxiliary of the Organization for the 
Defense of Four Freedoms for U– 
kraine and the League for the Libe– 
ration of Ukraine attended the con– 
ference and held seminars, lectures, 
exhibits and protests in front of the 
conference center to attract atten– 
tion to issues concerning Ukrainian 
women in the Soviet Union as well 
as in the free world. 

" The University of Pennsylvania 
completed the installation on its 
main Philadelphia campus of a rare 
and unique example of the genious 
of Ukrafnian-born artist– hissculp– 
ture of "King Solomon." Alexander 
Archipenko is recognized as one of 
the most important innovators in the 
development of modern sculpture, it 
was not until after the sculptor's 
death in 1964 that the 14-foot-high 
bronze was realized in the monu– 
mental size intended by the artist 
when he worked on his four-foot 
version of the same subject. 

" The Ukrainian women's move– 
ment celebrated its 100th anniver– 
sary with a three-day conference 
held in Edmonton in October to 
discuss a variety of subjects affect– 
ing Ukrainian women today. Parti– 
cipants from the United States and 
Canada left the conference cau– 
tiously optimistic about their future. 
Conference-goers agreed that 
closer cooperation between younger 
and older generations of Ukrainian 
women is vital to the survival of the 
movement, it was also evident, 
however, that "women's issues" 
raised by younger generations of 
Ukrainian women are often regard– 
ed as controversial subjects by 
traditional Ukrainian women's or– 
ganizations. 

" The Ukrainian community in 
Philadelphia celebrated the fifth 
anniversary of the Ukrainian Educa– 
tional and Cultural Center with a 
mortgage-burning ceremony, a mu– 
sical program and a banquet on 
February 23. The mortgage of 
S370,000 had been granted through 
the Ukrainian Savings and Loan 
Association. 

" Renovations are under way at 
the Ukrainian National Home, which 
was virtually destroyed by a suspi– 
cious fire last October. Eugene 
Stakhiv, president of the home, said 
it was insured for 5250,000. 

" During the year, the Ukrainian 

Notable events, people 
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1985: A LOOK BACK 

Meanwhile, at The Weekly " Canadian skier Steve Podbor– 
ski, who is of Ukrainian descent, was 
among the 13 athletes inducted into 
the Canadian Sports Hall of Fame 
this year. 

" The Rev. Brian Kolodeijchuk, 
29, became the f i rs t member of 
Mother Teresa's new order of Mis– 
sionaries of Charity priests on June 
15 at St. John's Ukrainian Catholic 
Church in Newark, N.J. 

" A l t h o u g h A lbe r ta Mun i c i pa l 
Affairs Minister Julian Koziak lost to 
52-year-old oi lman Don Getty in his 
bid for leadership of the Progressive 
Conservative Party of Alberta, his 
attempt is significant in that he was 
the first Ukrainian to run for such a 
prominent office and was one of 
the most unlikely leadership candi– 
dates ever to trek across Canada's 
predominantly Anglo-Saxon politi– 
cal landscape. He lost by a mere 234 
votes out of nearly 2,000. 

" Mykola Movchan, the 23-year-
old Ukrainian sergeant who desert– 
ed the Red Army in Afghanistan last 
year, was a speaker at community 
gatherings throughout North Ame– 
rica this year. He eloquently raised 
the cause of Afghanistan's freedom 
fighters. 

" Walter Polovchak, who defied 
his parents six years ago when he 
refused to return with them to the 
Soviet Union, turned 18 on October 
3, enabling him to become a U.S. 

D u r i n g t h e y e a r , U k r a i n i a n s 
m o u r n e d the pass ing of several 
community leaders, writers, cultural 
activists and other prominent per– 
sons. Among them were the follow– 
ing. 

" lvan Palyvoda, 99, former mi– 
nister of postal and telegraph ser– 
vices of the Ukra in ian Na t iona l 
Republic and long-time director of 
St. Andrew's Ukrainian Orthodox 
Church Archives Museum - Ja– 
nuary 30. 

" Archbishop-Metropoli tan An– 
drew Metiuk, 87, of the Ukrainian 
Orthodox Church of Canada -
February 2. 

" Natalia Zabila, 81 , editor and 
award-winning author known for 
her children's books - February 6. 

' Metropolitan Hryhori j Osijchuk, 
87, leader of the Ukrainian Orthodox 
Autocephalous Church (Soborno– 
pravna) - February 13. 

' v ic tor Herman, 69, American 
born of Ukrainian parents who went 
to the Soviet Union in 1931 as a 
teenager and returned to the United 
States in 1976 after spending 18 
years in labor camps and in exile in 
Siberia; author of a book on his 
experiences, "Coming Out of the 
ice," which was the basis of a 1982 
T v movie - March 25. 

' Walter N. Nackoney, 71, former 
national American Athletic Union 
track champ - April 6. 

S Nadia Surovtseva-Olytska, 88, 
writer, art historian and early sup-
por te r of the Ukra in ian Nat iona l 
Republic, polit ical prisoner during 
the Stalinist purges of the 1930s, 
subject of KGB searches during the 
1970s as a result of her contacts with 
dissidents and intellectuals in U– 

citizen and forever remain in this 
country. A birthday party was held 
on October 8 for him at the Dirksen 
Senate Office Buildina in Washinq– 
ton, where he was greeted by swarms 
of photographers, cameramen and 
reporters. 

" Dr. Jaroslaw Padoch, president 
of the Shevchenko Scientific So– 
ciety, was one of 15 people honor– 
ed at the second annual Mayor's 
E t h n i c New Yo rke r A w a r d s . He 
received the award for outstanding 
contributions to the city's ethnic 
community. 

" Translator lrene Padoch and 
lawyer Andrew Fylypovych were 
honored by the organization Ameri– 
cans for Human Rights in Ukraine 
for their "courageous ef for ts" to 
he lp ga in f reedom for Ukra in ian 
seaman Myroslav Medvid, who 
jumped from a Soviet ship on Octo– 
ber 24 in an attempt "to live in an 
honest country." 

" Luba Kowalchuk, a 26-year-old 
Montrealer, lead singer of the band 
Luba, picked up the Female vocalist 
of the Year award this year at the 
Canadian Academy of Recording 
Arts and Sciences Juno Awards. 
She was also nominated in two other 
categories: Single of the Year for 
"Let it Go" and Composer of the 
Year for selections on the album 
"Secrets and Sins." 

kraine — Apri l 13. 

' Yu riy Stefanyk, 76, former presi– 
dent of Slovo, the Ukrainian Cana– 
dian Writers' Association, lawyer 
and literary critic - Apri l 25. 

" Lydia vins, 78, political prisoner 
persecuted for her religious activity 
by the Soviets, mother of Ukrainian 
Evangelical Baptist leader Georgi 
v ins - May 19. 

" Roman Zavadovych, 81 , noted 
children's author and co-editor of 
the veselka chi ldren 's magazine, 
creator of the beloved cartoon cha– 
racter G n o m y k R o m t o m t o m y k , 
among others - May 31. 

" Walter Dushnyck7 76, author, 
scholar, journalist and community 
ac t iv is t , l ong - t ime ed i to r of The 
Ukrainian Quarterly - September 5. 

" Dr. Danie l Bohachevsky , 95, 
re t i red lawyer and bus inessman , 
former officer of the Ukrainian Ga– 
lician Army - September 11. 

" Dr. Rostyslaw Sochynsky, 68, 
Ukrainian community activist oer– 
haps best known for his involve^fent 
with the New York City-based" U– 
k ra in ian i ns t i t u te of Amer i ca -
September 17. 

" Dr. Bohdan Lonchyna, 68, pre– 
sident of the Ukrainian Patriarchal 
World Federation - September 27. 

' Dr. vo lodymyr Kubijovyc, 85, 
renowned scholar, author and an– 
t h ropogeog raphe r , ed i to r of the 
monumental "Entsyklopedia Ukrai– 
noznavstva" - November 1. 

" Jacques Hnizdovsky, 70, inter-
nationally acclaimed artist and mas– 
ter of the woodcut art - November 
8. 

1985 was a year of change at The 
Weekly, it was a year in which the 
newspaper said good-bye to a few 
staff members and greeted others, 
in fact, the coming and going of the 
staff was so commonplace that at 
one point, we even considered in-
s ta l l i ng a revo lv ing door in The 
Weekly's editorial offices. 

B u t t h r o u g h o u t t h e pas t 12 
months, The Weekly continued to 
documen t the s ign i f i can t peop le 
and events in Ukraine and the Ukrai– 
nian community in the diaspora, it 
portrayed significant and interest– 
ing men and women, painted the 
community in all its moods and tried 
to explain why things are the way 
they are in the Ukrainian commu– 
nity. And The Weekly served as a 
training ground for a remarkably 
eclectic crew of the community's 
writers and photographers. 

The year's first major staff change 
came in June, when assistant editor 
Natalia Dmytri juk left The Weekly to 
look for greener pastures in the field 
of creative wri t ing. Ms. Dmytri juk, 
who wants to become a poet when 
she grows up, was with The Weekly 
for almost a year. 

But perhaps the biggest change of 
the year occurred when associate 
editor George Zarycky strolled out 
of the editorial offices one sultry 
summer day to fill a vacancy at the 
Park Avenue offices of the A. Philip 
Randolph institute in New York. Mr. 
Zarycky came to The Weekly in 1980 
and has since had some of his work 
published in "a real newspaper": 
earlier this year, two of his articles 
on the Ottawa Human Rights Confe– 
rence and dissent in Ukraine ap– 
peared in the Chr i s t i an Sc ience 
Monitor. We were sad to see George 
leave us, but, as it turns out, he 
seems to be at The Weekly offices 
more often than at APRl. 

As the size of The Weekly staff 
dwindled over the summer months, 
editor Roma Hadzewycz held the 
fort, in the nearly two months prior 
to the arrival of fresh troops, Roma 
was without a regular staff in the 
office...and yet the presses didn't 
stop. 

Fortunately, in early September, a 
breath of Canadian air swept into 
The Weekly's editorial offices with 
the arrival of Michael B. Bociurkiw 
from Ottawa. Michael's father (Dr. 
Bohdan R. Bociurkiw) is almost as 
popular as he i s – especially since it 
has now become fash ionab le to 
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s tudy Soviet po l i t i cs at Car le ton 
University. Since leaving the Great 
White North, Michael has been busy 
at work trying to convert the news-
paper into The Canadian Weekly. 
He also occupies his time wading 
knee-deep in Ukra in ian s tudent 
politics. 

Finally, the full-t ime staff of The 
Weekly grew to its normal size with 
the arrival in November of Natalia A. 
Feduschak from .Washington. Nata– 
lia's init iation to The Weekly con-
eluded last weekend, when she was 
shipped off to the Toronto CeSUS 
Congress to make sense of the 
U k r a i n i a n s t u d e n t s ' v e r s i o n of 
"Another World." 

The year-end review of events at 
The Weekly wouldn't be complete 
without mention of our part-time 
workers and contributors: theebul– 
l ient in te rn Ch rys t yna Lapychak 
came in twice weekly and during 
holidays to help out with writ ing and 
editing (with her "shadow," Natalka 
voronka, in tow); Hanya Diuk - the 
only Oxford-educated person ever 
to work at The Weekly - who spent 
part of her summer providing copy; 
Marta Kolomayets - whose byline 
appeared more often in The Weekly 
than when she worked here full-t ime 
- who submitted articles on the f es– 
tival circuit, Church happenings and 
her hometown of Chicago; and our 
newest addit ion, Chicago stringer 
Marianna Liss, who is never at a loss 
for story ideas. 

Of course, we continued to be 
indebted to our regular (and not-so-
regular) columnists; those who have 
taken the t ime to write us (keep the 
mail coming); and last, but not least, 
our corps of anonymous stringers 
who send us myriad clippings and 
write-ups. 

We also send our thanks out to 
The Weeky 's lay -ou t person and 
consultant-at-large Hilary Zarycky, 
and typesetter Awilda Arzola, who 
this year began typesetting in Ukrai– 
nian. 

in the New Year, we look forward 
to the challenge of continuing to 
provide our readers with a weekly 
dose of news, commentary, analysis 
and discovery. We invite all of our 
readers to stay with us as we try to 
interpret the events that shape the 
future of Ukrainian community life 
in the diaspora. We promise to try to 
provide our readers with fair, ba– 
lanced and comprehensive report– 
ing., ^ ^ ^ 
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Weekly staff poses in front of Jersey City's "Berl in Wall'.' From left: Awilda 
Arzola; Chrystyna Lapychak; Natalia Feduschak: Roma Hadzewycz; Michael 

Bociurkiw 

Deaths in the community 


