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1991: A LOOK BACK 
Ukraine: the road to independence 

After more than 70 years of Soviet 
rule, in 1991 Ukraine became an 
independent state and, in so doing, 
put an end to another state - the 
Soviet Union. 

The immedia te cause of what 
appears to be the irretrievable col
lapse of the Soviet Union was the 
December 1 referendum in Ukraine, 
which, according to the final official 
tally, yielded an astounding 90.32 
percent vote in favor of Ukraine's 
Augus t 24 Act of Dec la ra t ion of 
independence. The margin by which 
voters in Ukra ine , i n c l ud i ng the 
more than 11 mill ion ethnic Rus
s ians, suppor ted independence 
went beyond the expectations of 
Ukrainians themselves to say no
thing of their northern neighbor, 
Russia, and Western observers 

And although the full impact of 
Ukraine's emergence on the world 
scene has yet to be fully appre
ciated - in Ukraine itself, in the 
former Soviet Union, and in the West 
- it is already clear that it will be 
such as to fundamentally alter not 
only political relations between Kiev 
and Moscow, but international rela
tions in general. 

The latter point was brought home 
by the virtual aboutface in the posi
t ion adopted by the United States 
towards Ukraine immediately after 
the referendum vote became evi
dent and which is expected to result 
in the establishment of formal diplo
matic relations between Washing
ton arid Kiev. Only several months 
ear l ier , on Augus t 1, President 
George Bush had warned against 
"suicidal nationalism" in a speech 
before the Ukrainian Supreme So
viet, thereby making clear his reser
vations about Ukrainian statehood. 

Poland, Hungary, Canada, and 
the Russian SFSR were the first to 
extend recognition to Ukraine, and a 
host of other European states have 
indicated that they will fol low suit. 

Independence came re lat ive ly 
quickly, particularly after the failed 
c o u p in Augus t , but not w i t h o u t 
difficulties. The strongest opposi
tion was from the center in Moscow 
and its allies in Ukraine - i.e., the 
Communist Party, which controlled 
the majority, the so-called "Group of 
239, " in the Ukra in ian Supreme 
Soviet (Council) before the abortive 
coup . An a rgument that was re
peatedly used by Soviet President 
Mikha i l Gorbachev was that the 
results of the Soviet referendum on 
March 17 concerning the preserva
tion of the "Union of Soviet Socia
list Republics as a renewed federa
tion of equal sovereign republics" 
conclusively showed that Ukraine 
wanted to remain part of a political 
union with the center. 

Indeed, in March 70.2 percent of 
voters in Ukraine had responded to 
the center's referendum question in 
the affirmative. At the same time, 
however, 80.2 percent also said yes 
to the question posed in a republi
can survey held on the same day. 
That question asked: "Do you agree 
that Ukraine should be part of a 
union of Soviet sovereign states 
on the principles of the declaration 
on the state sovereignty of U-
kraine?" The republican survey very 
clearly qualified precisely what kind 
of an arrangement the people of 
Ukraine preferred. 

The proposal to hold a republican 
survey simultaneously with the 
Soviet referendum had been put 
forth by Leonid Kravchuk, then 
chairman of the Ukrainian Soviet 
Soviet, as a compromise between 
the parliamentary majority, which 
fully supported the Soviet referen
dum, and the democratic opposi
t ion, which argued that it was 
"i l legal" inasmuch as the center had 
not consulted with the republics 
beforehand. 

It proved to be a clever maneuver, 
providing Mr. Kravchuk with a 
counterargument to the center's 
insistence that a significant majority 
in Ukraine supported a "renewed 
union." His success in having it 
adopted by the Ukrainian Supreme 
Soviet also revealed that the 
parliamentary majority was no 
longer the monolithic Communist-
controlled voting bloc that it had 
previously been. 

Stated differently, already in early 
1991 it was becoming apparent that 
the sovereignty of Ukraine, which 
had been proclaimed the previous 
July, was being taken seriously in 
quarters where one would have least 
suspected. 

Perhaps the most important 
convert to sovereignty was Mr. 
Kravchuk himself. Although dif f i 
cult to pinpoint, certainly by the 
beginning of the year it was 
becoming increasingly evident that 
the Ukrainian leader was distancing 
himself from the traditionally ortho
dox republican Communist Party 
leadersh ip and assuming the 
position of an independent player in 
the confl ict between the parlia
mentary majority and the demo
cratic opposit ion. 

The clearest indication of Chair
man Kravchuk's middJe-of-the road 
position was at the February plenum 
of the Central Committee of the 
Communist Party of Ukraine, where 

his disagreements with First Secre
tary Stanislav Hurenko burst into 
the open. At the time, Izvestia wrote 
that it was the first time in years that 
participants in a plenum were 
witnesses to differences in the 
party's top leadership. 

At the same time, Mr. Kravchuk 
began to assume the role of chief 
spokesman for Ukrainian sover
eignty, both vis-a-vis Moscow and in 
the international arena. 

Already at the December 1990 
plenum of the Communist Party of 
the Soviet Union (CPSU), Mr. 
Kravchuk had expressed his reser
vations about the draft of the new 
union treaty published in Novem
ber of that year. The main problem, 
he argued, is that the center insisted 
on perpetuating a union state 
instead of creating a union of states 
- i.e., that the center was deter
mined to perpetuate itself as a 
superstructure above the republics. 

The revised draft of the new union 
treaty that was published in March 
also met with a negative response 
from the Ukrainian leader. Within 
several days of its publication, Mr. 
Kravchuk told Ukrainian television 
viewers that it did ndt correspond to 
the interests of Ukraine. Later, he 
said that he had objections to 
practically every paragraph in the 
text, and these were published in the 
Ukrainian press. 

Mr. Kravchuk also defended his 
stand on Ukrainian sovereignty 
during visits to Switzerland, Ger
many and Hungary in the earlier part 
of the year. 

Indeed, it is interesting to note 
that when the highly publicized 
nine-plus-one meeting in April was 
being held in Novo Ogarevo, Mr. 
Kravchuk was in Germany on a state 
visit. The meeting, which was 
attended by President Gorbachev, 
Boris Yeltsin, and eight republican 
leaders, was hailed as a major 
b reak th rough in the s tandof f 
between the center and the republic 

leaders, particularly Russian Presi
dent Yeltsin and a victory for the 
"sovereign states" - a delineation 
that was interpreted as a significant 
concession from the center. After 
returning to Kiev from Bonn and 
Munich, Mr. Kravchuk, in an almost 
cavalier fashion, told a press confer
ence that the agreement had no 
juridical force. 

But probably the clearest indica
tion of Mr. Kravchuk's and Ukraine's, 
hard-line position towards the cen
ter came at the end of June. Mr. 
Gorbachev, it will be recalled, want
ed the new union treaty signed by 
mid-July in order to present the 
leaders of the G-7industrial nations 
in London with at least a semblance 
of "Soviet unity." In the course of 
one day, June 27, the Ukra in ian 
Parliament dashed these hopes by 
voting overwhelmingly to postpone 
all discussion of the draft treaty until 
after September 15. When asked by 
a journalist what kind of reaction 
could be expected from the center, 
Mr. Kravchuk responded l acon i 
cally: "As a rule, a girl marries the 
one she loves; otherwise she !ooks 
for another fiance." 

The failed coup in mid-August 
resulted in a sudden and dramatic 
transformation of the political situa
tion in Ukraine as elsewhere in the 
former Soviet Union. 

On August 24, the Ukrainian Su
preme Soviet proclaimed Ukraine 
an independent state subject to a 
referendum on December 1. The 
C o m m u n i s t Party was f i rs t sus
pended and then banned altogether 
on "the basis of evidence that its 
leadership supported the putschists 
in Moscow. The Communist-domi
nated majority in the Supreme So
viet announced its self-dissolution, 
t h e r e b y s h i f t i n g t he b a l a n c e of 
power to the democratic forces. 

Mr. Kravchuk himself appeared to 
hesitate initially with regard to the 
developments in Moscow. His first 
p u b l i c s t a t e m e n t , b r o a d c a s t on 

Peop les Deputy and Uk ra in ian Repub l i can Party Cha i rman Levko 
Declaration of Independence on August 24 (his birthday) at the Parliament - m Шт, 
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August 19 on republican television 
and radio, neither explicitly sup
ported nor condemned the attempt
ed takeover, although he later said 
that he left the Communist Party on 
the same day. Although there are 
l inger ing doubts as to Mr. Krav-
chuk's behavior during those fateful 
days in Augus t , apparen t l y they 
have had little effect on his standing. 
On December 1, Mr. Kravchuk was 
popularly elected president of U-
k ra i ne by a lmos t 62 p e r c e n t of 
the voters. 

In the aftermath of the abortive 
coup and the declaration of inde
pendence, Ukraine's official posi
t ion was that it would participate in 
a l i - in ter-republ ican structures as 
long as they were of a temporary 
nature and created by the former 
repub l i cs themselves. Economic 
and military strategic ties should be 
maintained, it was argued, but the 
reanimation of any union structures, 
Mr. Kravchuk said, was out of the 
question. 

Addressing the extraordinary ses
sion of the Congress of People's 
Deputies in Moscow in September, 
Mr. Kravchuk maintained that U-
kraine would not participate in any 
d iscuss ions about a new un ion 
treaty prior to the December 1 refe
rendum and that, in any case, the 
discussion could now only be in 
terms of a confederation. Ukraine 
then boycotted and later only ini
t ia led the economic coopera t i on 
agreement worked out by Grigori 
Yavlinsky, making its final ad
herence subject to ratification by 
the Supreme Council in Kiev. 0 

Further , Ukra in ian deput ies 
skipped the opening session of the 
revamped USSR Supreme Soviet 
that opened at the end of October. 
Later it was decided to send repre
sentat ives af ter a l l , but on ly as 
observers and limiting their partici
pation to the upper chamber, the 
Council of the Republics. 

At the same time, the Ukrainian 
Supreme Council began discussing 
and adopting a legislative package 
designed to form an independent 
a rmy of a lmost half a m i l l i on , a 
republican national guard, and its 
own border guards, thereby demon
strating that Ukraine was serious 
about considerating its newly de
clared statehood. Immediately, the 
question of who would control the 
substantial nuclear arsenal located 
on Ukraine's territory assumed ma
jor proportions not only in Moscow 
but in Wash ing ton , London and 
other Western capitals. 

Ukraine's posit ion has been and 
remains that it wishes to be a non-
nuclear state; that the nuclear arms 
on its territory should be destroyed 
and not transferred to some other 
state, for example, the RSFSR; that, 
in the meantime, control over these 
weapons should be exercised joint
ly through a central command; and 
that Ukraine intends to adhere to the 
international agreements concern
ing nuclear weapons and wishes to 
participate in negotiations on this 
issue with all interested parties. 

The emergence of Ukraine as a 
formidable nuclear power on the 
European continent is now one of 
the major items on the agenda of 
International politics. 

As December 1 drew closer, U-
krsine's position with regard to the 
remnants of the center hardened. 
Less than a month before the refe
rendum, Mr... Kravchuk toid a press 

con fe rence in Kiev that Ukra ine 
would never sign a treaty that had 
even the slightest hint of .some kind 
of "administrative central organ." 
The center, he asserted, had com
ple te ly p layed i tsel f ou t . And in 
remarks in Komsomolskaya Pravda 
in mid-November, he said that the 
center had been compromised and 
that everything would have to begin 
anew on a fundamentaly different 
basis. 

When Mr. Gorbachev summoned 
the State Council to Novo Ogarevo 
in mid-November to resume work on 
the draft union treaty, Ukraine was 
consp i cuous l y absent . Mr. Krav
chuk later casually told Soviet tele
vision viewers that the treaty had no 
future. Ukraine was absent again at 
the November 25 meeting of the 
State Counc i l in Novo Ogarevo, 
where Mr. Gorbachev assumed that 
the union treaty would be initialed. 
Instead, the republican leaders took 
the text with them for further discus
sion in their respective parliaments. 

In the meantime, the Ukrainian 
leader accused the RSFSR of 
breaching the economic agreement 
by its economic reform program and 
declared that the agreement was a 
dead letter. At the same time, he 
announced that Ukraine wanted to 
no part of a confederation, thereby 
taking his hard-line position vis-a
vis the withering center one step 
fu r ther . Then , on the eve of the 
referendum, Mr. Kravchuk asserted 
that he would take no part in the 
Novo Ogarevo process. 

Even before what most observers 
now believe to be the final collapse 
of the Soviet Union, Ukraine's rela
tions with Mr. Yeltsin's Russia were 
assuming increasing importance. At 
the end of 1990, when Ukraine and 
the RSFSR signed a formal treaty 
wh ich , inter alia, guaranteed the 
inviolability of each other's borders, 
the Ukrainian-Russian relationship 
appeared to be moving in the direc
t i on of norma l t ies between two 
sovereign states. 

By mid-1991, however, that course 
began to be reversed. Several fac
tors were at play. First, it became 
apparent to the Russian leadership 
that as the center began to fade, 
Russia's own role as a multinational 
state, a mini-Soviet Union as it were, 
needed to be defined. More specifi
ca l ly , it became c loser that the 
center was in fact the sole guaran
tor of the territorial integrity of the 
RSFSR, which may be characterized 
as an article of faith virtually 
throughout the Russian political 
spectrum. In this context, it comes 
as no surprise that as the center 
receded in significance Mr. Yeltsin 
and his team increasingly spoke out 
in favor of some form of union 
treaty. 

Moreover, in the aftermath of the 
failed coup, which dealt a serious 
blow to the center, and Ukraine's 
declaration of independence, Rus
sia went a step further and in 
practice began to assume the role of 
the center itself. This could not but 
lead to a deterioration in relations 
between Ukraine and Russia. 

Shortly after Ukraine declared its 
independence, Russian President 
Yeltsin's press secretary issued a 
statement saying that the RSFSR 
reserved the Hght to raise border 
ques t ions w i th those repub l i cs , 
apart from the three Baitic states, 
declaring themselves independent. 
The . resu l t was mass protest in 

Ukraine. The situation was aggra
vated further by remarks made by 
Moscow Mayor Gavriil Popov and 
others to the effect that Ukrainian 
independence was "i l legal" and the 
apparent support that proponents of 
regional autonomy and, in some 
cases, secession of Ukrainian terri
to r ies en joy in Russian po l i t i ca l 
circles and in the Moscow mass 
media. 

Relat ions were s t ra ined to the 
extent that an RSFSR delegation 
and a delegation from the USSR 
Supreme Soviet rushed to Kiev on 
August 28-29 to resolve what was 
described as an "emergency situa
t ion." The talks resulted in a joint 
communique pledging cooperation 
to prevent "the uncontrolled disin
tegration of the union state" through 
the creation of "interim inter-state 
structures" for an undefined transi
tional period. The document also 
confirmed the articles of the 1990 
treaty between Ukraine and Russia 
as regards the territorial integrity of 
the two states and the r ights of 
minorities. For the first time, the 
phrase " t he fo rmer USSR" was 
introduced into the political lexicon. 

Although the crisis appeared over, 
in fact relations deteriorated further, 
which could be seen from the initial 
claims and counterclaims as to who 
controls nuclear arms on Ukrainian 
territory. In the midst of these pole
mics, Moskovskie Novosti publish
ed the sensational report that the 
poss ib i l i t y of a nuc lear con f l i c t 
between Ukraine and Russia had 
been discussed in the back rooms of 
the Russian White House. The re
port was denied by all sides, in
cluding Mr. Yeltsin, who explained 
that his discussion with the military 
c o n f i r m e d that a nuc lear s t r ike 
against Ukraine was not technically 
feasible. Clearly, such an explana
t ion could hardly be expected to 
inspire Ukrainian confidence in the 
intentions of the Russian leader
ship. 

By the end of the year, prominent 
Russian leaders like Gennadiy Bur-
bulis, Ruslan Khasbulatov and 
others were arguing that the RSFSR 
was the only r ight fu l heir to the 
former Soviet Union. This is a pros
pect that Ukraine is obviously not 
prepared to agree to. And now, after 
the overwhelming support for U-
kraine's independence as evidenced 
by the referendum results, Ukraine's 
posit ion vis-a-vis Russia has been 
s ign i f i can t l y s t reng thened . Mr. 
Yeltsin seem to have realized this as 
well and quickly recognized U-
kraine's independence. 

Still, one should not hastily con
clude from this that the Ukrainian-
Russian relationship has now been 
redirected along the path of nor
malcy. As a number of observers 
have been quick to point out, the 
Russian mentality is ill-prepared to 
come to terms with the notion that 
Ukraine and Russia can somehow 
exist as separate and different states. 

This was demonstrated by Anatoliy 
SoocnaK oniy several days after the 
Ukrainian referendum. In an inter
view in Le Figaro and in the central 
rad io p rog ram " M a y a k , " the St. 
Petersburg mayor recounted all of 
the poss ib le ho r ro rs that cou ld 
resul t f r om Ukra in ian i ndepend 
ence, including the "forced Ukrai-
nianization" of the Russian minority 
\n Ukraine and a Ukrainian-Russian 
territorial conflict that might lead to 
a nuclear clash. 

Moreover, Mr. Sobchak, like Mr. 
Gorbachev and other representa
tives of the crumbling center, has 
advanced the somewhat dubious 
argument that the Ukrainian refe
rendum cannot be interpreted as a 
vote for secession from the Soviet 
Union. 

Whether or not Russia can even
tually come to terms with an inde
pendent Ukraine is very much an 
open question. Regardless of the 
answer, however, one thing may be 
stated with a fair amount of certain
ty - i.e. the referendum vote has 
shifted the focus of politics in what 
was formerly the Soviet Union from 
the Yeltsin-Gorbachev axis to the 
Yeltsin-Kravchuk axis. 

The center has all but ceased to be 
a player, which means that Russia 
must now define its role for itself and 
its relations with other former re
publics, primarily with Ukraine. A 
major step in th is d i r ec t i on was 
taken at the so-called Slavic summit 
held in Minsk on December 7 and 8, 
where the Ukrainian, Russian and 
Belarusian leaders met to work out 
an agreement among themselves. 

The result was the formation of 
what has been termed a common
wea l th of the three independent 
Slavic states that has been left open 
to the other former Soviet republics 
as well as outsiders. The meeting, 
wh i ch was held near Brest, a lso 
declared that the Soviet Union no 
longer existed as a legal and geo
po l i t i ca l rea l i ty . Some observers 
have commen ted that the Slavic 
summi t embod ies the ideas put 
forward last year by Nobel laureate 
Aleksandr Solzhenitsyn. This is a 
fundamentally mistaken view given 
the fact that Solzhenitsyn had pro
posed a new state - not a commu
nity of states - under the leadership 
of Russia, which he proposed to call 
the "Russian Union." If anything, the 
decisions reached in Belarus bring 
to fruit ion the idea put long ago 
forward by various Ukrainian lead
ers, among them Mr. Kravchuk, that 
a community of states be organized 
wi thout a center - i.e., that the 
Soviet Union be dissolved. 

Ukraine, like the RSFSR, must 
also adjust to its new role. The price 
for recognition from Washington 
and consequen t l y f r om L o n d o n , 
Bonn and Paris has already been 
spelled out: the question of nuclear 
arms, human rights issues and So
viet debt obligations. This, in turn, 
raises such questions as economic 
reforms, including a Ukrainian cur
rency, plans for privatization, and 
the conversion of Ukraine's huge 
military-industrial complex, which 
is central to the question of whether 
a democra t i c Ukra ine can even
tually emerge from underneath the 
rubble of the former Soviet Union in 
a relatively painless fashion. The 
Ukra in ian leadersh ip might a lso 
consider a restructuring of the terri
torial-administrative set-up of the 
country in order to meet the needs 
of its national minorities, particular
ly the 11.3 mill ion Russians. 

Some of these p rob lems were 
addressed by the Ukra in ian Su
preme Counc i l even before the 
declaration of independence and 
the referendum. One of the first acts 
of the third session of the Parlia
ment (February-July) was to declare 
the transfer of the metallurgical and 
coal industries located in Ukraine to 

- republican ownership and an over
all law on ownership, which went 
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into effect in Apri l . At the same time, 
the Par l iament passed a law on 
foreign economic activity. In June, 
Ukra in ian lawmakers adop ted a 
reso lu t ion t rans fe r r ing a l l -Un ion 
state enterprises and organizations 
to Ukrainian jurisdiction. Plans are 
currently under way to introduce a 
Ukrainian currency by mid-1992. 

Steps were also taken to reor
ganize the state administration and 
government, In January, a Crimean 
referendum opted for autonomous 
status within Ukraine, which was 
confirmed by the Supreme Soviet. It 
was also dec ided to i n t roduce a 
presidency and a cabinet form of 
government. The Parliament's fourth 
sess ion, wh ich was convened in 
September, passed a law on citizen
ship that grants citizenship to every
one resident in Ukraine at the time. 
Although a concept of a new Ukrai
nian constitution was agreed upon 
in May, a new fundamental law has 
yet to be adopted, 

Given the centrifugal tendencies 
in the eastern and southern oblasts 

of Ukraine, where there are large 
Russian minorities and Russian is 
the prevailing langauge, initiatives 
were taken to guarantee the rights of 
non-Ukrainians. A Committee on 
Nationalities Affairs was formed in 
July. Official statements have been 
i ssued by the P res id i um of t he 
Supreme Council and the Commit
tee on Nationalities Affairs regard
ing the rights of national minorities, 
and in November a Declaration of 
the Rights of Nat iona l i t ies of U-
kraine was adopted by the Supreme 
Council. An important aspect of the 
dec la ra t ion is that it e f fec t ive ly 
grants state language status to the 
language of any national group that 
is compactly settled in an admi
nistrative territorial unit in Ukraine. 

Now that Ukraine is on the road to 
becoming a full-fledged state it wil l 
be faced with a host of new pro
blems that will need to be resolved in 
an entirely different context. 

- Dr. Roman Solchanyk 

Ukraine, B.C. (before the coup) 
The last four and one half months 

of 1991 will probably be remembered 
as the days t ha t f u n d a m e n t a l l y 
changed the course of Ukrainian 
history. 

Events progressed at such a quick 
pace that they left many Ukrainian 
citizens dazzled, bewildered or con
fused. 

But the deve lopments t h r o u g h 
August 18 were by no means a ba
rometer for the changes that were to 
come. 

On the contrary, the citizens of 
Ukraine, on the whole, seemed to be 
passive, resigned to living in what 
had been labeled a sovereign state, 
but was such in name only. 

For them, 1991 began with the fear 
that the c rackdown in L i thuan ia 
wou ld have repercuss ions in U-
kra ine. The Supreme Counc i l of 
Ukraine expressed solidarity with 
L i thuan ians . Both the blue and 
yellow national flag and the then 
official blue and red Soviet Ukrai
nian flag flew at half mast at Kiev's 
City Hall, and representatives of the 
National Council went to Vilnius to 
monitor the situation. 

A January 22 meeting at St. 
S o p h i a Squa re in Kiev to mark 
Ukraine's 1918 and 1919 procla
mations of the Ukrainian National 
Republ ic and the un i f i ca t i on of 
Ukrainian lands into one indepen

dent state, respectively, took on a 
somber tone in the shadow of ag
gression by Soviet troops in Lithua
nia. 

It was also in January that the 
Procurator 's Off ice in Kiev com
pleted its investigation of People's 
Deputy Stepan Khmara, who was 
i m p r i s o n e d in N o v e m b e r 1990, 
accused of criminal charges inclu
ding assault, abuse of authority by 
an elected official, and attempt to 
seize private and state property. 

During the first eight months of 
1991, the case of Dr. Khmara made 
the news frequent ly. The radical 
oppos i t i on leader sat in p r i son , 
staged hunger strikes as "polit ical 
protests against Communist terror 
in Ukraine." 

Dr. Khmara gained tremendous 
support from students and miners 
throughout Ukraine, who demon
strated on numerous occasions, 
demanding his release. 

His case, along with that of the six 
young men imprisoned with him on 
trumped up charges, often made 
headlines not only in Ukraine, but in 
the West as well, as international 
observers came to Kiev to support 
him. 

Af ter Ukra ine dec lared its i n 
dependence, Dr. Khmara and ail the 
po l i t i ca l p r isoners charged w i th 
him were amnestied. 
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In order to bu i ld a s t rong op 
position against the Group of 239 
Communists in Ukraine's Parliament, 
the democratic movement began to 
organize itself, expressing interest 
in meeting with other reformers. 

In late January, representatives of 
democratic parties, movements and 
o rgan iza t ions f rom 10 Soviet re
pub l i cs met in Khark iv , eastern 
Ukraine, uniting to form a coalition 
of democratic forces. These repre
sentatives continued to meet through
out the year in various cities across 
the Soviet Union. 

Meanwhile, in western Ukraine, 
deputies from three oblasts - Lviv, 
Ivano-Frankivske and Ternopil -
p ledged to work toge ther in al l 
spheres of ac t iv i ty . The h is tor ic 
session of the three oblast councils 
adopted the name Galician As
sembly. The councils continued to 
work together throughout the year, 
forming an inter-oblast structure in 
o rder to prepare to enter a free 
market economy. 

The Galician Assembly met for a 
second session in September, where 
representatives from the Volyn and 
Chernivtsi Oblasts expressed in
terest in joining this Assembly. 

In good old Communist tradition, 
the leaders of the Ukrainian go
vernment marched through the 
streets of Kiev in the annual May 
Day parade, hailing the virtues of 
communism. Leading the ranks 
were Supreme Council Chairman 
Leon id Kravchuk, Deputy Pr ime 
Minister Konstantin Masyk and 
Ukrainian Communist Party Chief 
Stanislav Hurenko. 

That parade ended within an hour, 
on ly to be f o l l owed by another 
parade - this one organized by 
Rukh , the Popular Movement of 
Ukraine. It was complete with blue 
and yellow flags, kozaks on horse
back and the sounds of Ukrainian 
national songs resounding along 
the Khreshchatyk. 

The marchers , led by people 's 
deputies from the National Council, 
were prepared to storm the Lukia-
nivka Prison to demand the release 
от ur. к п т а г а , who haa been on а 
hunger strike since his re-arrest in 
Apri l . 

In June, Beres techko c o m m e 
morations, marking the 340th an
niversary of the Kozak battle, were 
held In Vc.'yn. Among the honored 
guests were Supreme Council 

Chairman Kravchuk and Patriarch 
Mstyslav I of the Ukrainian Auto-
cephalous Orthodox Church. 

As noted in the previous section of 
this review, Mr. Kravchuk had 
already evolved into a nationally 
consc ious leader, p r o m o t i n g the 
g lo r ious Kozak legacy. 

"We should stop and think: for 
what did the Kozaks give their lives? 
For freedom, for independence, for 
their lands. It is here on this sacred 
resting place that we should feel 
s t reng th , ab i l i t y and courage to 
fol low along the road paved by our 
ancestors," he said. 

Another event, which created this 
atmosphere of pride in Ukraine, in 
its 1,000 year old heritage, and in 
being Ukrainian, was the first an
niversary of the Declaration of State 
Sovereignty of Ukraine, celebrated 
on July 16. 

The streets of Kie\4 swarmed with 
its citizens, who took part in official 
and impromptu rallies, concerts and , 
other festivities. 

Mr. Kravchuk ha i led Ukra ine 's 
sovereignty, but democratic leaders 
such as Oleksander Lavrynovych, 
Rukh vice chairman, said: "To ce
lebrate the first anniversary of the 
Declaration of State Sovereignty of 
Ukraine is a good thing. It's the same 
let's say, as celebrating a birthday. 
When we celebrate a child's first 
b i r thday , i t 's a j oyous occas ion . 
But if you call this birthday a coming 
of age or maturity, then it's a bit 
funny. So when the first anniversary 
of the declaration on state sove
reignty is called Independence Day, 
this evokes an ironic smile in 
asmuch as it is difficult to celebrate 
something that doesn't exist." 

A solemn commemoration which 
showed Ukraine's commitment to 
democratic reform, tolerance and 
respect for monorities' rights, was the 
week-long series of events initiated 
by the Ukra in ian government to 
mourn the mass killings of Jews, 
Ukra in ians and o thers k i l led by 
Nazis at Babyn Yar. 

The memorial tributes, held 
during the first week of October, 
began a new phase in Ukrainian-
Jewish relations. The official de
legation f rom the Un i ted States, 
headed by President George Bush's 
brother Jonathan, included UNA 
Supreme Auditor Tares Szmagaia. 
Other nat ions represented were: 
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based in New York City, played a 
vital role in forging Ukrainian re
lations with the West, 

Just days after the August 24 
Declaration of Independence by the 
Ukrainian Parliament, the Mission 
o f f i c i a l l y changed its name to 
Ukra ine , d r o p p i n g the SSR, and 
declared its ful l independence. 

Ukrainian Ambassador Gennadi 
Udovenko was ins t rumenta l in 
setting up meetings for Mr. Krav-
chuk's visit to the United States. 

Themission also concerned itself 
with the December 1 referendum 
and presidential e lect ion, sett ing 
up a poll ing station for citizens of 
Ukraine currently in the U.S. 

The Mission also served as a 
clearing house of information, pro
viding citizens of the U.S. and Cana
da the opportunity to obtain visas 
for Ukraine at Boryspil Airport in 
Kiev, thus making travel for them to 
Ukraine much more convenient. 

The rebirth of the Churches 

Women lay wreaths at the Babyn 
Israel and The Federal Republic of 
Germany. 

During the summer months, world 
leaders visited Kiev, the capital city 
of Ukra ine , but most Ukra in ians 
wished that they had not come. 

The first such visit was a brief 
s top-over by Soviet President 
Mikha i l Gorbachev and German 
Chancellor Helmut Kohl, who met in 
Kiev on July 5 to discuss Western 
assistance to Soviet economic re
form. 

On his arrival in Kiev, the Soviet 
leader was met by Ukrainian de
monstrators who protested his pre
sence in Ukraine and his disregard 
for the sovereignty of the republic. 

As Chancellor Kohl and President 
Gorbachev drove in a motorcade 
down Kiev's main boulevard, pro
testers waved banners in Ukrai
nian, Russian, German and English. 
"Mr. Kohl, do not pay for the unif i
cation of Germany with the captivi
ty of Ukraine," read one banner. 

Less than a mon th later, U.S. 
President George Bush set foot in 
Kiev and delivered what is now referr
ed to as his in famous "Chicken 
Kiev" speech, where he spoke of 
"suicidal nationalism." Rukh Chair
man Ivan Drach observed that Mr. 
Bush had arrived in Kiev as a "mes
senger for Gorbachev," hypnotized 
by the Soviet president. 

However, relations between U.S. 
President Bush and Ukrainian Su
preme Council Chairman Kravchuk 
changed for the better when Mr. 
Kravchuk visited the United States 
in September . He was greeted 
wa rm ly by the U.S. leader. Mr. 
Kravchuk said he was convinced 

і that President Bush was beginning 
to change his way of thinking. 
Du r i ng an h o u r - l o n g meet ing at 
the White House, Mr. Kravchuk told 
Mr. Bush that the United States must 
accept the independence of the 
republics because a central go
vernment in the Soviet Union no 
longer exists. 

Mr. Kravchuk also met with 
Canad ian Pr ime Min is ter Br ian 
Mu l roney and French Pres ident 
Francois Mitterand during a two-
week whir lwind trip to the West, 
which established him as a leader of 
Ukraine to be reckoned with. 

Yar commemoration ceremdnies. 
As Ukraine began emerging on 

the world scene, the Presidium of 
the Supreme Council approved the 
creation of an international advisory 
council which will provide the 
Parliament with advice and counsel 
on a wide range of economic and 
legal issues. 

Rapid changes continued, as the 
statue of Vladimir l lych Lenin in 
Kiev;s October Revolution Square 
(now renamed Independence 
Square) was d i sman t led shor t l y 
af ter the Par l iament dec lared U-
kraine's independence. 

Ukraine's citizens continued to 
re jo ice in September , as the U-
krainian Parliament met to dissolve 
the KGB and create a new security 
serv ice, abso lu te ly independen t -
of Moscow. 

With the approaching December 
1 referendum, the national mi
nor i t ies in Ukra ine also vo iced 
their support of independence for 
the 52 m i l l i on -s t rong repub l i c . 
Meeting in Odessa, delegates to the 
f i rs t A l l -Uk ra in i an In te r -E thn ic 
Congress , represent ing over 100 
ethnic groups, urged all minorities 
to vote for i ndependence . 

Also at this t ime, the seven can
d idates fo r pres ident of Ukra ine 
campaigned on a political platform 
that pushed for Ukra ine 's inde
pendence. The forerunners were 
Mr. Kravchuk, former political pr i
soner Vyacheslav Chornovil, who 
is currently Lviv Oblast chairman 

a n d , Uk ra in ian Repub l i can Party 
Chairman Levko Lukianenko. 

Others running included Su
preme Counci l Deputy Chairman 
Volodymyr Hryniov, National Coun
c i l leader Ihor Yukhnovsky , b u 
s inessman Leopo ld Tabur iansky 
and State Minister of Agriculture 
Oleksander Tkachenko. 

On ly one inc iden t du r i ng tne 
p r e s i d e n t i a l c a m p a i g n was d i s 
turbing in a race that was relatively 
peaceful and calm. Just days before 
the referendum, in late November, 
an attempt was made on Mr. Krav-
chuk's life as he was campaigning 
in Kharkiv. Mr. Kravchuk escaped 
the incident unharmed. 

Throughout 1991, the Ukrainian 
Miss ion to the Un i ted Nat ions , 

Although this year was one of 
rebirth and renewal for the major 
Churches in Ukraine, it was also 
scarred by inter-confessional hosti
l i t ies as the Ukra in ian O r t h o d o x 
(formerly the Russian Orthodox), 
the Ukrainian Greek-Catholic and 
the Ukrainian Autocephalous Or
thodox Churches tried to establish 
their bases in the fledgling demo
cratic Ukrainian nation. 

The Ukrainian Law on Freedom of 
Conscience and Religious Organi
zations came into force on June 4. 
Closely modeled on the USSR law 
passed in the fall of 1990, the Ukrai
n ian law d id not c la r i f y whether 
churches are recognized in the law 
as national bodies or only individual 
parishes and church institutions. 

The Ukra in ian law gave more 
power to the Council for Religious 
Affairs, which it defined as an " i n 
formational, consultative and expert 
center." 

However, in October of this year, 
representat ives of the Ukra in ian 
Orthodox, Ukrainian Greek-Catho
lic, Ukrainian Autocephalous and 
Protestant Churches, together with 
Jewish and Muslim representatives, 
formed the Council of Religions in 
Ukraine during a meeting in Kiev. 
The Council supported the referen
dum on independence and called 
upon the Ukrainian government to 
abolish the old Council for Religious 
Affairs. 

The inter-religious forum proposed 
the establishment of a Ministry of 
Religious Affairs, with the minister 
to be approved by the Council of 
Religions. The ministry's aim would 
be to "foster interconfessional peace 
and the c rea t ion of ha rmon ious 
relations among the various reli
gious faiths." 

The Easter season in western 
Ukraine brought not only hope for 
the Ukrainian Catholic faithful, who 
had prayed in the catacombs for 
more than 40 years, bu t it a lso 
brought home the prelate of their 
C h u r c h , Card ina l Myros lav Ivan 
Lubachivsky, who returned to U-
kraine after a 53-year forced ab
sence. Card ina l Lubach ivsky ar
rived from Rome on March 30, to 
fol low in the footsteps of his 20th 
century predecessors, Servant of 
God Metropolitan Andrey Sheptyt-
sky and Patriarch Josyf Slipyj, at the 
citadel of Ukrainian Catholicism, St. 
George's Cathedral in Lviv. 

During his first sermon on Palm 
Sunday, March 3 1 , he addressed 
Pope John Paul I I , renewing the 
reques t of t he e n t i r e U k r a i n i a n 
people to recognize the Patriarchate 
of the Particular Ukrainian Greek-
Catholic Church. The Vatican has 
said that a Patriarchate was going to 
be es tab l ished fo r the Ukra in ian 
Catholic Church in the near future, 
but as the year was coming to a 
close, it was not yet a reality. 

The pope did however confirm the 
positions of the 10 formerly clan
destine bishops of the Ukrainian 
Catholic Church in Ukraine on Ja
nuary 16. The Holy Father also took 
this opportunity to nominate five 
Latin rite bishops for Ukraine. 

Pr ior to his re turn to Ukra ine , 
Card ina l Lubach ivsky cha i red a 
bishops' synod in Rome, which was 
attended by all Ukrainian bishops 
from the diaspora and Ukraine, a 
historic meeting which began a new 
era in the l i fe of the U k r a i n i a n 
Catholic Church. 

It was a historical occasion when 
Cardinal Lubachivsky celebrated 
Easter l i t u rgy in St. George 's 
Cathedral on Apri l 7. It was the first 
t ime in 46 years that Ukra in ian 
Catholics were able to celebrate the 
miracle of Christ's Resurrection in 
this house of worship. 

Cardinal Lubachivsky received 
good news for his Church in late 
May, when the Ukrainian Greek-
Catholic Church was registered on 
the republican level. 

A l t h o u g h the government may 
have recogn ized his C h u r c h , 
Cardinal Lubachivsky encountered 
inter-confessional hostilities when 
he arrived in Kiev for his first official 
visit. He and his delegation were 
blocked from entering St. Andrew's 
Church in Podi lon Sunday, May 26, 
by a g roup of o ld w o m e n , who 
stood at the gates of the church and 
sang prayers in Russian. 

Cardinal Lubachivsky, however, 
was able to serve liturgy to the 
Ukrainian Catholic community in 
Kiev at a smaller church in the area 
that had been used as a recital hall. 

Throughout his first few months 
in Ukraine, the Ukrainian Cathofic 
prelate visited his faithful in western 
Ukraine. \ 

Cardinal Lubachivsky^ schedule 
was promoted by the Pr^ss Bureau 
of the Ukrainian Catholic Church, 
which along with Bravo Internatio
nal, an Allentown, Pa., travel agency, 
organized a media trip for more than 
100 journalists from North America 
and Europe to witness the historic 
events taking place in the Ukrainian 
Catholic Church during the Easter 
Season. 

Headed by Sonya Hlutkowsky, 
the press office also informed the 
Ukrainian media in Ukraine about 
the history of the Church, its trials 
and tribulations in the catacombs 
and its re-emergence. 

Another historic moment in the 
history of the Church occurred in 
May, when a commission of experts 
led by Cardinal Lubachivsky po
sitively indentified the mortal re
mains of the Servant of God Me
tropolitan Andrey Sheptytsky buried 
at the crypt of the Cathedral of St. 
George in Lviv 47 years ago. 
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This year, the Ukrainian Catholics 

in Poland received a new bishop, 
Ivan Martyniak, but the community 
of faithful in Peremyshl were denied 
their own cathedral. 

A "social committee" in this town 
refused to turn over the cathedral 
that had be longed to Ukra in ian 
Catholics for 165 years. 

Pope John Paul II appealed for 
reconciliation between Poles and 
Ukrainians during his visit to this 
area on June 2. 

" A n y at tempt to revive the h i 
storical nationalisms and aversions 
would be against the Christian iden
tity and a glaring anachronism:" 

one truth, one that was taught to me 
by my g rea t -g randparen ts , one 
taught by the Church and one truth 
that I believe people in the leader
ship of the Ukrainian republic also 
understand: the Church is some
thing we cannot live without. The 
Ukrainian Autocephalous Orthodox 
Church is one we cannot live wi th
out. We do not exist dependent on 
cen te r s o u t s i d e the t e r r i t o r y of 
Ukra ine . No one commands our 
Chu rch , no one d ic tates to our 
Church from abroad. ..." 

"We are inclined toward sover
eignty, the idea of sovereignty and 
we want our Church to be sovereign, 
not on paper, but in action... And we 

Meanwhile, back in North Ame
rica, a number of Ukrainian Catholic 
h ierarchs ce lebra ted s ign i f i can t 
anniversaries. Metropolitan Maxim 
Hermaniuk marked his40th anniver
sary as bishop and 35th anniversary 
as Canada's first Ukrainian Catholic 
metropolitan. Based in Winnipeg, 
the 80-year-old hierarch has tra
veled to Ukraine on a number of 
occasions during the past few years. 

Also, in Canada, Bishop Myron 
Daciuk, who had served as auxiliary 
to Met ropo l i t an Herman iuk ,was 
appointed bishop of the Ukrainian 
Catho l i c eparchy of Edmon ton , 
succeeding Bishop Demetrius Gres-
chuk, who died on July 8,1990. „ 

In the United States, Bishop Basil 
H. Losten of Stamford celebrated 
the 20th anniversary of hisepiscopal 
o r d i n a t i o n . A l t h o u g h his l is t of 
ach ievements is endless, B ishop 
Losten is best characterized by his 
tireless efforts to educate the world 
c o m m u n i t y about the Ukra in ian 
Catholic Church, his ability to raise 
funds and coord ina te assistance 
efforts of his Church, as well as his 
devotion to the education of semi
narians. 

Earlier this year, Bishop Losten 
was appointed Cardinal Lubachiv-
sky's representative in the collection 
of funds for the Lviv Metropolitan 
S e m i n a r y , w h i c h is t e m p o r a r i l y 

Leonid Kravchuk and Patriarch Mstyslav meet at Berestechko. 

Patriarch Mstyslav of the Ukrai
nian Au tocepha lous Or thodox 
Church returned to Ukraine, for a 
second time, during the Lenten 
season. Consecra ted Patr iarch 
Mstyslav I of Kiev and all Ukraine of 
the Ukrainian Autocephalous Or
thodox Church in late 1990, the 
primate arrived in Kiev to continue 
forging relations to have his Church 
recognized by the Ukra in ian 
government; he held numerous 
meetings with Supreme Council 
Chairman Leonid Kravchuk and 
Prime Minister Vitold Fokin. 

However, to date, his Church is 
not registered. 

Patriarch Mstyslav continued 
pastoral visits to eastern Ukraine 
after the Easter holidays, traveling 
to Vinnytsia, Khmelnytsky, Poltava. 

Returning to Kiev, he blessed the 
land where the historic church of St. 
Michael of the Golden Domes, part 
of the Monastery complex, which 
was demolished in the spring of 
1936, once stood. Patriarch Msty
slav, indeed the builder of the Ukrai-
n i a n A u t o c e p h a l o u s O r t h o d o x 
Church in Ukra ine , blessed the 
wooden cross wh ich marks the 
place the sobor once s tood and 
where it will stand again. 

Hundreds turned up in Kiev to 
witness this historic event; among 
them were members of the Kiev 
Dynamo Sports Club, which had 
pledged monies to help rebuild the 
church, offering 1 million rubles. 

Patr iarch Mstyslav addressed 
those gathered: "I want to express 

want our lives to be directed by the 
will of God, the wisdom of God, and 
we will be, by the good graces of 
God, faithful servants to him and our 
people," Patriarch Mstyslav said. 

He later traveled to northwestern 
Ukraine, to Rivne, and to Bere
stechko, where he witnessed the 
"Days of Kozak Glory," and the un-, 
veiling of a monument dedicated to 
those brave warriors who laid their 
lives down for Ukraine during the 
battle of Berestechko in the 16D0s. 

While in Ukraine, Patriarch Msty
slav also consecra ted two new 
bishops for the UAOC; Archiman
dr i te An ton i y Fia lko was named 
bishop of Kamianets-Podilsky and 
Khme lny tsky and A rch imandr i t e 
Pol ikarp Pakhol iuk was conse
crated bishop of Dubno and vicar of 
the Rivne eparchy. 

The Ukrainian Orthodox Church, 
fo rmer ly the Russian Or thodox 
Church, with its leader Metropolitan 
Filaret Denysenko of Kiev boasts a 
membership of over 30 million faith
ful in Ukraine. During various in
terviews throughout the year, Me
t ropo l i t an Fi laret has vo iced his 
c r i t i c i sm of the Ukra in ian A u t o 
cepha lous Or thodox C h u r c h , la
belling it "uncanonical." 

In Ukraine, there are a number of 
Protestant groups that are gaining 
popularity with the emergence of 
new religious liberties. Statistics on 
the тепгюегьпір in tnese onurcnes 
is not available. 

- In the 1990s, hostilities and 
conflicts between the different re
ligious communities will continue to 
exist, as the various Churches 
struggle to lay down foundations. 

housed in a youth summer camp in 
Rudno. 

Yet another U.S. hierarch who 
celebrated an anniversary, was 
Bishop Innocent Lotocky, who 
marked the 50th year of his ordina
tion and the 10th anniversary 
of his consecration as bishop of the 
St. Nicholas Diocese in Chicago. 

North America also hosted Arch
bishop Volodymyr Stemiuk of Lviv 
during the summer months, as he 
visited both the United States and 
Canada. The 84-year -o ld a r ch 
bishop was the locum tenens of the 
Metropolitan See of Lviv until the 
arrival of Cardinal Lubachivsky in 
Ukraine. 

On a sad note, on June 10 of this 
year, the historic Ss. Peter and Paul 
Ukrainian Catholic Church in Mt. 
Carmel, Pa., was destroyed by fire. 
The 100-year-old church had just 
been renovated and repainted to 
prepare for its centennial anniver
sary, scheduled to take place on 
June 29 and 30. The cause of the fire 
was not known. 

1991 came to a close with a liturgy 
of thanksgiving, offered by Cardinal 
John O'Connor of New York. The 
Rofnan Catholic prelate celebrated 
with Bishop Losten, at St. Patrick's 
Cathedral in New York City, on the 
joyous occasion of the rebirth of an 
independent Ukraine and the elec
t ion of i ts president, Leon id M. 
Kravchuk. 

Washington focuses on Ukraine 

imariKslomayets. 

From left: Ukraine's ambassador to the U.N. Gennadi Udovenko, President 
Leonid Kravchuk and Chairman of the Ukrainian Parliament's Foreign 
Affairs Committee Dmytro Pavlychko attend a meeting at the Harvard 

Ukrainian Research Institute. 
1991 began with a Soviet crack- Committee, the Lithuanian-Ameri-

down in the Baltic States and the 
other repub l ics of the USSR. In 
Washington, the Coalition to Pro
mote Democracy in Soviet Occu
pied Republics called for a meeting 
with President George Bush and for 
h im to take dec i s i ve ac t i ons in 
response to the c rackdown i n 
cluding cancellation of the U.S.-
USSR summit and U.S. participation 
in the 1991 Moscow Human Rights 
conference. At the same time, it was 
announced that leg is la t ion was 
dra f ted wh ich wou ld l ink Soviet 
conduct vis-a-vis the republics with 
improved relations with the U.S. 

The coa l i t i on cons is ted of the 
Ukrainian National Association, the 
Armenian Assembly of America, the 
Jo in t Bal t ic Amer ican Nat ional 

can Community, the Congress of 
Russian Americans, the American 
Latvian Association, the Estonian 
Amer ican Nat iona l Counc i l , and 
Project for Peace (supporting de
mocracy in Georgia). 

The Commission on Security and 
Coopera t ion in Europe (CSCE), 
known as the Helsinki Commission, 
held three hearings during January 
and February on the crackdown. 
The February 6 hearing featured 
fo rmer Carter Nat ional Secur i ty 
Advisor Zbigniew Brzezinski who 
outlined nine policy recommenda
t ions inc lud ing that the Un i ted 
States should "formalize our rela
tions with republic governments." 

On March 22, Representat ives 
David Bonior (D-Mich.) and Jerry 
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Lewis (R-Calif.), introduced H.R. 
1603, to "support democracy and 
se l f -de te rmina t ion in the Bal t ic 
States and the republics within the 
Soviet Union." On April 18, identical 
legislation was introduced in the 
Senate as S. 860 by Senators Bob 
Dole (R-Kan.) and Paul Simon (D-
III.). The legislation was drafted by 
Sen. Dole and Rep. Bonior working 
with the Coalition to Promote De
mocracy in Soviet Occupied Re
publics. 

The language of the two bills was 
modified and adopted by the Senate 
on July 29 as an amendment to the 
Department of State Authorization 
Bi l l . It was later passed by both 
Houses of Congress and on October 
28, just a month before the Ukrai
nian independence re ferendum, 
President Bush signed the legisla
tion into law (P.L. 102-138). The law 
contains provisions requiring U.S. 
government aid to the former Soviet 
Union to go to republics and U.S. 
recognition for "all republic-level 
governments which seek such sta
tus." 

Early in 1991, the U.S. Depart
ment of State dispatched John Ste-
panchuk, a foreign service officer, to 
Ukraine to begin the establishment 
of a U.S. consulate in Kiev. He was 
soon followed by Jon Gundersen, 
the U.S. Consul General to Kiev. 
Later in the year, they were joined by 
Mary Ann Kruger, a public affairs 
officer at the U.S. Information 
Agency as well as an administrative 
officer. The U.S. presence in Kiev 
throughout the year proved critical 
for United States understanding of 
the dynamics of the independence 
drive. 

On February 15, Administrative 
Law Judge Robert Barton of the 
Depar tment of T ranspor ta t ion 
issued a decision recommending 
that "a certificate should be issued 
to American Trans Air authorizing 
the carriage of persons, property, 
and mail in foreign air transporta
tion for five years between the cities 
of Philadelphia, Pennsylvania and 
Riga and Kiev, USSR." In the 
proceedings, three airlines pro
posed serving Kiev. The Ukrainian 
National Association, through a 35-
page legal brief and the direct 
testimony of Eugene Iwanciw, 
strongly supported air service to 
Kiev. The Department of Transpor
tation later reversed the awarding of 
the route to American Trans Air and 
awarded service to Kiev to Baltia Air 
Lines. 

On February 20, Rep. Benjamin 
Gilman introduced legislation, H.R. 
976, which would grant a federal 
charter to the Ukrainian American 
Veterans, Inc. (UAV). By year end 
there were 42 co-sponsors of the 
l e g i s l a t i o n and Sen . H o w a r d 
Metzenbaum (D-Ohio) agreed to 
introduce identical legislation in the 
Senate early in 1992. 

1991 was a busy year for 
Ukrainian leaders visiting Washing
ton. In March, Serhij Koniev, Rukh 
activist and Soviet people's deputy, 
spent four days in Washington meet
ing with members of Congress. In 
Apri l , a U.S. Information Agency 
(USIA)-sponsored program brought 
12 deputies of the Ukrainian Su
preme Council to Washington and 
Indiana to study the workings of the 
U.S. government on the federal and 
istate level. Among the 12 were Rukh 
cha i rman Ivan Drach , Supreme 
Counc i l Deputy Cha i rman Ivan 

Pliushch, and Rukh activists My-
khailo Horyn, Vyacheslav Chorno-
vil, and Laryssa Skoryk. In Novem
ber a delegation of 8 deputies and 
staff, led by Deputy Vasyl Ryabokon, 
attended a similar program spon
sored by the Karl Popper Founda
tion. 

May brought Volodymyr Hryniov, 
second deputy cha i rman of the 
Ukrainian Supreme Council, and a 
delegation of deputies to Washing
ton for meetings. Supreme Council 
Economic Commission Chairman 
Volodymyr Pylypchuk visited Wash
ington on numerous occasions in 
1991. In June, Mykola Yakovyna, 
chairman of the Ivano-Frankivske 
Oblast Council,visited Washington. 

November b rough t Vo lodymyr 
Lanovoy, State Minister for Econo
mic Development, and newly-ap
po in ted Env i ronmenta l Min is ter 
Yuriy Scherbak to Washington to 
d iscuss var ious issues w i th U.S. 
government officials and business 
leaders. 

The highlight of the year was the 
September visit of Ukrainian Su
preme Council Chairman Leonid 
Kravchuk to Washington. His sched
ule included meetings with Presi
dent George Bush, the leadership of 
the House and Senate , inc lud ing 
Senators George Mitchell and Dole 
and Speaker Foley, and Dr. Zbig-
niew Brzezinski. This visit followed 
the August 1 visit of President Bush 
to Kiev. 

Early in the year, the National 
Endowment for Democracy (NED) 
sponsored a con ference ent i t led 
"The Unfinished Revolution" which 
included a panel entitled "Soviet 
Un ion : Democracy or Emp i re?" 
Mr. Horyn was among the partici
pants on the panel. 

On J u l y 1 1 , Rep. B o n i o r was 
elected House Majority Whip, the 
t h i r d - rank ing leadersh ip post of 
Democrats in the U.S. House of 
Representat ives, mak ing him the 
highest ranking Ukrainian Ameri
can ever in the U.S. Congress. The 
congressman 's maternal g rand 
parents immigrated to the United 
States from Lviv. 

On July 16, the Senate Commit
tee on Fore ign Relat ions held a 
confirmation hearing on the nomi
nation of Robert Strauss to be U.S. 
ambassador to the Soviet 'Union. 
Eugene Iwanciw, representing the 
Coalition to Promote Democracy in 
Soviet Occupied Republics and the 
Ukra in ian Nat iona l Assoc ia t ion , 
testified at the televised hearing. Mr. 
S t rauss was la ter c o n f i r m e d as 
ambassador. 

On September 11-12, the Senate 
Finance Committee held hearings 
on U.S.-Soviet trade relations. 
Among the witnesses called before 
the panel was Ukrainian Ambassa
dor to the United Nations Gennadi 
Udovenko. During the hearings, 
F inance Commi t tee Cha i rman 
Lloyd Bentsen (D-Tex.) pointed out 
that the trade agreement with the 
USSR was negotiated with an entity 
that "doesn't exist anymore," an 
early acknowledgment that the 
empire was defunct 

Representatives Don Ritter (R-
Penn.) and Dennis Hertel (D-Mich.) 
introduced H.Con.Res. 212 on 
October 1 calling on the President to 
extend official diplomatic relations 
to Ukraine immediately after the 
December 1 referendum. That same 
day, Senators Dennis DeConcini 

(D-Ariz.) and Alfonse D'Amato (R-
N V ^ introdimfid identical legisla
t ion, S.Con.Res. 65, in the Senate. By 
the end of the session, 27 Senators 
and 83 Representatives were co-
sponsors of the resolutions. In the 
closing days of the session, Sen. 
DeConcini offered his resolution as 
an amendment to the FY 1992 
supplemented appropriations bill. 
The Senate and then the House 
approved the legislation with the 
amendment intact. 

On November 27, just four days 
before the Ukrainian referendum, 
President Bush met with Ukrainian 
American community leaders and 
told them that the United States 
would r^-^-! :7.e Ukrai-o in a "rela
tively short period of t ime" reversing 
a policy of support for the central 
government in Moscow. That 
meeting was a turning point in U.S. 
relations with the former Soviet 
Union and helped accelerate its 
demise. 

A l s o in W a s h i n g t o n , the U.S. 
Peace Corps announced plans for a 

partnership with Ukraine on Sep
tember 27, making Ukraine the first 
republic of the former Soviet Union 
to join the Peace Corps program. 
U.S. Peace Corps Director Paul D. 
Coverdell said that a programming 
team would be traveling to Ukraine 
in November and that a contingent 
of some 60 volunteers should be 
working in Ukraine by June 1992, 
probably being most active in the 
areas of English-language training 
and helping the victims of Chor-
nobyl. 

As the year ended, preparations 
were underway for formal ties 
between Ukraine and the United 
States. The coming year will entail a 
changing of legislative priorities 
which stressed liberation to one 
which stresses nation-building. This 
adjustment will be the first in the 
history of the Ukrainian American 
community. 

- Eugene M. Iwanciw 

Canada's reasons to celebrate 

Canada's External Affairs Minister Barbara McDougall raises the 
Canadian flag to officially open Canada's consulate on Yaroslaviv Val 

Street in Kiev. 
Canada, a country which boasts 

over 1 million citizens of Ukrai
nian descent, enjoyed a year full 
of stirring events. In addition to 
c e l e b r a t i n g the c e n t e n n i a l of 
Ukra in ian immig ra t i on to Ca
nada, Canada was the first West
ern country to recognize Ukraine 
and one of the first to open a 
consulate in Kiev. 

In a January 15 interview with 
The Weekly, Nestor Gayowsky, 
the newly appointed Canadian 
consul-general to Ukraine and 
Mo ldova , sa id , " I am look ing 
forward to seeing the nature of 
the renaissance taking place in 
Ukraine today. I have a good 
knowledge of Ukraine's history, 
both contemporary and past...I 
am looking forward to my stay 
with immense anticipation. I think 
I have the best job in Canada, 
except that it happens to be in 
Kiev." 

The road to a consulate was a 
little shaky, however. Even after 
Mr. Gayowsky was appo in ted , 
there were rumors that the con
sulate was going to be canceled. 
In Apri l , it was announced that the 
plans would continue, but the 
consu la te wou ld operate on a 
smaller scale. Whereas Mr. Ga 

IIIIIIllIlllllIlllIIIIllllIlllllllillllllllIll!!!!ISllll!IISS:SIIIIIIIII 

yowsky had said that he hoped at 
least nine Canadian of f icers 
would be working at the consu
late, as well as about 20 locally 
engaged Ukrainians, the staff was 
reduced to two Canadians and 15 
Ukrainian citizens. 

By August, the consultate was 
still not opened, prompting cri t i 
cism from the Ukrainian commu
ni ty . F inal ly , 20 months after 
Canadian Prime Minister Brian 
Mulroney had announced that 
Canada was planning a Kiev con
sulate, it was opened on Septem
ber 9. Canada's External Affairs 
Minister Barbara McDougall off i
cially opened the consulate, de
fending accusations from Chair
man of the Ukrainian Parliament's 
Foreign Affairs Committee Dmy-
tro Pavlychko that Canada was 
being "too slow" in recognizing 
Ukrainian independence. 

On December 2, Canada recog
nized Ukraine and began to plan 
the establishment of diplomatic 
relations. "We expect the process 
to go quite smoothly," said Mark 
Entwistle, spokesperson for the 
Prime Minister's office. 

Ukra in ian Canadians began 
c e l e b r a t i n g the c e n t e n n i a l of 

tlllirillllllllltlllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllJIISIIItlllllllllllltlll 
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Ukrainian settlement in Canada 
during 1991. Centennial celebra
tions, organized by the Ukrainian 
Canadian Centennial Commis
sion (UCCC), opened on August 
29 in Edmonton and will continue 
through October 1992, coming to 
a close in Winnipeg, Manitoba 
during the conclave of the Ukrai
nian Canadian Congress. 

Of f ic ia l open ing ceremonies 
featured addresses by Canada's 
Governor General Ray Hnatyshyn 
and Prime Minister Brian Mul-
roney. Both dignitaries paid t r i 
bute to the first Ukrainian pio
neers, Ivan Pylypiw and Wasyl 
Eleniak, who emigra ted f rom 
western Ukraine to western Ca
nada in 1891, and saluted the 
significant contribution of Ukrai
nians to Canada in all spheres of 
life. 

In his speech, Prime Minister 
Mulroney noted that there were 
three great waves of immigration: 
170,000 Ukrainians came to Ca
nada before Wor ld War I, 
almost 70,000 during the interwar 
period, and up to 40,000 more 
after World War II. Altogether, 
nearly 1 million Canadians today 
are of Ukrainian ancestry. 

Both heads of state, as well as 
other guest speakers, focused on 
Ukraine's independence, noting 
that the centennial celebrations 
are tak ing place at a h is tor ic 
moment in Ukraine's struggle for 
independence. 'Today," - Prime 
Min is ter Mu l roney said - " U -
kraine and the other republics of 
what once was an empire, can 
chart their own course to demo
cracy and to freedom...Canada 
believes that the pace of change 
in Ukraine will be established by 

the Ukrainian people themselves. 
A"H Canada oledaes to respect 
the free and democratically ex
pressed wishes of the Ukrainian 
peop le . . . " The Prime Minister 
extended an invitation to Presi
dent Leon id Kravchuk to visi t 
Ottawa. 

Canada issued commemora
tive stamps to mark the Ukrainian 
centennial. A set of four 40-cent 
stamps, issued on August 11 by 
Canada Post Corporation, fea
tured images from the painting 
'The Ukrainian Pioneer" by re
nowned Ukrainian Canadian 
painter William Kurelek. 

Ukrainian Canadians were able 
to toast the centennial celebra
tion with a commemorative vin
tage - the "Edna Star," - a dry 
white table wine named for the 
f i rs t permanent set t lement in 
Alberta in 1892. The centennial 
wine, commissioned from Andres 
Wine L td . by the UCCC, was 
o f f i c ia l l y unvei led at the c o m 
pany's winery in Winona, Ontario 
on July 18. 

Final ly , a sympos ium, o rga
nized by the UCCC and the Mul
ticultural History Society of On
tario, and attended by 100 Ukrai
nian Canadian academics and 
in te l lec tua ls , was held at the 
University of Toronto on Novem
ber 30. The sympos ium c o n 
cluded a two-year series of semi
nars looking at the social dyna
mics of the one million member 
Ukrainian Canadian community, 
one of Canada's largest. It dis
cussed the Ukrainian role in Ca
nadian multiculturalism, the com
munity's ties to the homeland and 
its future direction. 

ІІШШШІШІІІІІШІІІІІІШІІШШІШШ 

Meanwhile, in the diaspora 
1991 began with the Ukrainian 

diaspora in the United States ex
pressing its solidarity with Lithua
nia. A rally of Baltic and Ukrainian 
Americans was held on January 13 
in Washington, D.C., to protest the 
Soviet government's military crack
down in Lithuania. The Ukrainian 
National Association (UNA) Wash
ington Office announced the forma
tion of an ethnic coalit ion, com
prised of eight organizations - the 
Coalition to Promote Democracy in 
the Soviet Occupied Republics. The 
coalition issued a joint statement 
criticizing the use of Soviet force to 
suppress democracy and urged the 
United States to use its influence to 
stop the Soviet military action in 
Lithuania. 

On January 15, the Canadian 
Fr iends of Rukh, in response to 
ominous developments in the Baltic 
states and the increasing pressure 
of reactionary forces throughout the 
USSR, formed a Crisis Readiness 
Task Force w i th the purpose of 
setting up an information network of 
contacts to be used if the need 
arises, to mobilize a strong public 
reaction to any attacks on thedemo-
cratic movement in Ukraine. 

In the winter months, the U.S. 
diaspora also consolidated efforts 
to help Ukraine. The U.S. Coordi
nating Committee to Aid Ukraine 
(CCAU) , a coo rd ina t i ng body of 

committees that exist to assist U-
kraine through Rukh, the Popular 
Movement in Ukraine, and other 
democratic groups, held its found
ing conference on January 26-27 at 
the Holiday Inn Jetport in Elizabeth, 
N.J. 

After months of arguing, dele
gates of committees created across 
the country to aid Ukraine, or Rukh, 
or victims of Chomobyl , and dele
gates of Ukrainian central organiza
tions that have established special 
funds to provide such assistance, 
finally gathered together and agreed 
to c o n s o l i d a t e the i r f o r ces and 
coordinate their activities. 

M y k h a i l o H o r y n , c h a i r m a n of 
Rukh's Political Council, delivered 
the keynote address at the confer
ence, de ta i l ing the needs of U-
kraine's democra t i c movement . 
Some 90 delegates from throughout 
the United States adopted by-laws 
and resolutions and elected a board 
of directors composed of 21 mem
bers, an executive board and other 
leadership organs for the new co
ordinating body. Bohdan Burachin-
sky was elected president. 

The goal of the convention was to 
establish an effective and practical 
mechanism to aid Ukraine in various 
realms. The by-laws approved at the 
convention stated that the commit

tee exists "to coordinate the work of 
branches, societies, funds and other 
member-organizations of the com
mittee in their efforts to provide 
professional, scholarly, publishing, 
financial, technical, economic and 
o ther assistance to Ukra ine, i ts 
Popular Movement (Rukh) and, in 
general, the population of Ukraine 
in its na t iona l -cu l tu ra l and state 
rebirth." 

Along with the creation of this 
new community body, the former 
National Fund to Aid Ukraine was 
dissolved, and the Children of Chor-
noby l Relief Fund and the Rukh 
Fund became member -o rgan iza 
tions of the new coordinating com
mittee. The latter two groups also 
submitted detailed financial reports, 
thus s i lenc ing c r i t i cs who had 
charged them with failing to report 
duly back to the community. 

In Apri l , representatives of both 
the U.S. Coordinating Committee to 
A i d Uk ra i ne and the Canad ian 
Friends of Rukh met in Washington 
with leading members of Rukh, in 
order to identify the most pressing 
needs facing the national democra
t ic movement in Ukra ine and to 
coordinate all aid activities. 

In October CCAU representatives 
met in Kiev with the newly formed 
Referendum Counc i l , an ad-hoc 
committee headed by Ivan Drach, 
chairman of Rukh, and PetroTalan-
chuk, dean of the Kiev Polytechnic 
Institute, and comprising various 
po l i t i ca l part ies in Ukra ine - to 
discuss campaign strategies for the 
December 1 referendum. The CCAU 
appealed to the Ukrainian American 
community, urging aid to the Re
ferendum Council in their effort to 
p r o m o t e an a f f i rma t i ve vo te on 
Ukraine's independence. 

In January the World Federation 
of Ukrainian Women's Organiza
tions (WFUWO), headquartered in 
Toronto, was granted non-govern
mental organization (NGO) status 
with the United Nations Department 
of Public Information (DPI). The 
federa t ion is the f i rs t Ukra in ian 
organization to have achieved this 
distinction. Lidia Hladky and Nadia 
I. Ratycz were named official repre
sen ta t i ves f r o m the WFUWO to 
NGO/DPI. 

Plast, the wor ldwide Ukrainian 
youth organization, came officially 
to Poland. A group of youths and 
students of Ukrainian parentage, led 
by a Ukra in ian Catho l i c pr iest , 
gathered in Bialy Bor on December 
30, 1990, to formally found Plast in 
Poland, adopt by-laws and resolu
tions, and elect its leadership. The 
priest, the Rev. Marko Skirka, was 
elected head of the National Plast 
Council, a supervisory organ, while 
Petro Tyma was chosen head of the 
National Plast Command, the exe
cutive organ. 

The Human Rights Commission 
of the WCFU held a consultative 
briefing on March 1 in Toronto with 
the Department of External Affairs, 
br inging together Canadian East 
European groups to discuss current 
concerns regard ing the ongo ing 
Conference on Security and Co
operation in Europe (CSCE) pro
cess. 

The Ukrainian viewpoint was deli
vered by the WCFU Human Rights 
Commiss ion execut ive d i rec tor 
Chrys tyna Isaj iw. The Ukra in ian 
community's concerns were pre
sented in the context of the impor
tant role p layed by non -gove rn 
mental organizations (NGOs) in the 
CSCE process and the recent adop
tion of the "Charter of Paris for a 
New Europe," a document which set 
the definition for NGOs. 

Ms. Isajiw focused on the major 
d i f f i cu l t i es NGO representat ives 
experienced in gaining access to the 
Paris meet ing and made recom
mendations for improvements re
g a r d i n g NGO r e p r e s e n t a t i o n in 
fu tu re meet ings. She also drew 
attention to the situation of Ukraine, 
in view of the fact that the Ukrainian 
government has made formal re
quests at the United Nations for 
equal participation in the CSCE. 

The Toronto-based WCFU also 
submitted a brief to the Conference 
on the Human Dimension held in 
Moscow from September 10 to Oc
tober 2 as part of CSCE. In addition 
to evaluating the human rights si
tuation in Ukraine, and document
ing continuing inconsistencies and 
shortcomings in this area, the brief 
stressed that: "In view of the major 
shift in the balance of powers from 
cent ra l au thor i t ies to the newly 
proclaimed independent republics, 
the delegation of the former USSR 
can no longer act as the sole repre
sentative of the nation-states of this 
reg ion . The CSCE process must 
adopt dramatic changes to reflect 
this new reality...the legitimate gov
ernments of the newly proclaimed 
independent repub l ics must be 
given formal access to the CSCE 
process as full participants." 

Ukrainian Americans rallied for 
recognition of Ukraine nationwide. 
Three s imu l taneous demons t ra 
tions were held on September 22 in 
Washington, Chicago and Los An
geles. The rallies were organized by 
the National Committee for U.S.A. 
Recognition of Ukraine, an ad-hoc 
committee comprising the Ukrai
nian American Coordinating Coun
ci l and the Ukra in ian Congress 
Committee of America in associa
tion with various Ukrainian com
munity organizations, to urge Presi
dent George Bush to recognize 
Ukraine's August 24 Act of Declara
tion of Independence. 

Some 5,000 rallied in Washington; 
more than 2,000 people gathered in 
Chicago, and approximately 700, 
a long w i th representat ives f rom 
other nationalities, in Los Angeles. 

The UNA Washington Office orga-
nized a le t te r -wr i t i ng campa ign 
asking that letters be sent to all 
members of the U.S. Senate and 
House of Representatives urging 
them to request that President Bush 
immediately act to establish diplo
matic relations with Ukraine. 

Americans for Human Rights in 
Ukraine (AHRU) also launched a 
letter-writing campaign seeking the 
support of President Bush and the 
U.S. government for Ukraine's de
claration of independence. 
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Chornobyl: Five years after 

1991 marked the fifth anniversary 
of the world's worst nuclear accident 
- the April 26, 1986, explosion at 
reactor No. 4 of the Chornoby l 
nuclear power plant. An astounding 
amount of information about the 
accident came to light during the 
year, much of it in advance of fifth 
ann i ve r sa ry c o m m e m o r a t i o n s , 
which included world-wide rallies, 
conferences and memorial services. 

The Ukrainian and all-union 
governments enacted numerous 
Chomobyl-related legislation in 
1991 and initiated criminal pro
ceedings against those involved. 
UNESCO and the World Health 
Organization (WHO) brought inter
national recognition to Chornobyl 
by endorsing aid packages for its 
v ic t ims, and the In ternat iona l 
Atomic Energy Agency published 
its long-awaited Chornobyl report. 

In the beginning of the year, the 
WHO endorsed an in ternat iona l 
plan to aid Chornobyl victims by 
adopting a resolution on January 22 
to set up an international center for 
radiation monitoring and treatment 
in Obninsk, 60 miles southwest of 
Moscow. The plan was jointly ini
tiated by the Soviet government. 

In February, Kievtourist, a Soviet 
tour company, began offering tours 
of the Chornobyl zone to Soviet and 
foreign travelers which included the 
c i ty of Cho rnoby l , a rad ioact ive 
waste dump at Kopachi, the con
crete sarcophagus built around the 
reactor, and the city of Slavutych. 

On February 5, the Ukra in ian 
Parliament voted to accept the first 
reading of a draft law on Chornobyl 
which comprised a package of three 
proposals dealing with problems 
encountered by residents living in 
contaminated areas and resettle
ment programs. Volodymyr Yavoriv-
sky, chairman of the Parliament's 
Cho rnoby l Commi t tee , also pre
sented two draft laws: "Concerning 
the status of the territories which 
were affected by the catastrophe of 
the Chornobyl Nuclear Energy Sta
t ion" and "Concerning the status of 
the citizens who suffered as a result 
of the Chornobyl catastrophe." 

On February 7, Nikolai Trubin, the 
USSR Procurator General, an
nounced that he had initiated a 
criminal investigation into the 
handling of the Chornobyl explo
sion, assigning the case to a special 
team of investigators from Russia, 
Ukraine and Belarus. Mr. Trubin 
charged that an unspecified number 
of officials involved in the clean-up 
had failed to evacuate people as 
quickly and safely as they should 
have, had ignored dangerous 
rad ia t ion readings, had used 
slipshod methods to bury conta
minated waste, and had built re
settlement homes in contaminated 
regions. The officials faced criminal 
charges of neg l igence, abuse of 
authority, and violation of health 
norms. 

On February 11, fashion designer 
P i e r r e C a r d i n w a s a p p o i n t e d 
UNESCO's honorary ambassador 
for its campaign to raise funds for 
Chornobyl victims. In his capacity 
as honorary ambassador, Mr. Car-
din designed a medal and jewelry 
commemorating the disaster's fifth 
anniversary. The pieces, bearing the 
inscription "Priority Environment," 

were priced from Ф50 to Ф500; pro
ceeds benefited the UNESCO-Chor-
nobyl program. 

On April 12, UNESCO Director 
General Federico Mayor pledged 
^100,000 for the c reat ion of an 
international UNESCO laboratory in 
Kiev for the psychological rehabili
tation of Chornobyl children. Mr. 
M a y o r a l s o o u t l i n e d f u t u r e 
U N E S C O - C h o r n o b y l p r o g r a m 
projects at a press conference in 
Kiev: fellowships for radiobiology 
a n d r a d i o e c o l o g y r e s e a r c h ; 
recommendations on the preserva
tion of folklore, folk traditions, 
monuments of culture and cultural 
heritage in the Chornobyl zone; and 
the study of safe water supply and 
land use in contaminated regions. 

On April 14, Vladimir Chernou-
senko, the sc ient i f i c d i rec to r in 
charge of the 20-mi le exc lus ion 
zone surrounding the Chornobyl 
plant, announced that the Chor
nobyl explosion claimed between 
7 , 0 0 0 a n d 1 0 , 0 0 0 l i v e s . M r . 
C h e r n o u s e n k o s a i d t h a t t h e 
fatalit ies included the reportedly 
229,000 miners and military, men 
exposed to rad ia t ion du r ing the 
c lean-up and that he had come 
forward, in part, because he himself 
was expected to live only two to four 
more years because of his exposure 
to radiation. 

Dr. Yuriy Spizhenko, Ukraine's 
m in i s t e r of h e a l t h , in an A p r i l 
interview with TASS, provided the 
latest Chornobyl statistics: to date, 
93,500 people had been evacuated 
f rom con tamina ted reg ions; 1.5 
mill ion people continued to live in 
contaminated regions, 460,000 of 
which were children; 40,000 people 
were expected to be resettled from 
the con tamina ted areas of Kiev, 
Zhytomyr and Rivne oblasts. 

In advance of Chornobyl's fifth 
ann i ve rsa ry , Yu r i S a m o i l e n k o , 
g e n e r a l d i r e c t o r of t h e S o v i e t 
Spetsatom organization, appealed 
for funds to seal reactor No. 4 of the 
C h o r n o b y l p lan t , c l a i m i n g tha t 
radiation was still leaking from a 
15 ,000 -squa re - f oo t area of the 
reactor and that it was feared that a 
2,000-ton piece of reactor debris 
hanging inside the reactor casing, 
or sarcophagus, could fall. 

At an April 17 press conference in 
Moscow, Victor A. Gubanov, chair
man of the na t i ona l C h o r n o b y l 
clean-up commission, stated that 
the Soviet government had register
ed 576,000 people contaminated by 
radiation and was providing medical 
care to 300,000 of them each year. 
He also said that the Soviet govern
ment had spent 16.3 billion rubles to 
date in Cho rnoby l c iean-up and -
resettlement. 

On the eve of t he C h o r n o b y l 
anniversary, a new document pub
l ished as a result of a separate 
investigation by the State Industrial 
A tomic Inspect ion of the USSR, 
demonstrated that the explosion of 
A p r i l 26, 1986, was due a lmos t 
entirely to the design of the reactor 
and control rods. The report also 
proved that the explosion had oc
curred not as a result of the experi
ment, but rather during the course 
of what was considered a normal 
post experiment snutaown of tne re
actor for maintenance work. 

Dr. Zenon Matkiwsky, the founder and president of the Children of Chornobyl 
Relief Fund, arriving in Kiev, gets a warm welcome from Kateryna Malyshko, 
one of those child suffering from radiation-related diseases who has been 

helped by the CCRF. 
On April 22-25, the Euro-Chor-

nobyl II conference took place in 
Kiev to commemorate Chornobyl's 
f i f th anniversary . V.M. Ponoma-
renko, Ukraine's deputy minister of 
health, acknowledged the secrecy 
and misinformation of the past and 
provided a detailed report on the 
current health problems of the con
taminated zone, especially among 
ch i l d ren , pregnant women , and 
clean-up workers - some of whom 
now have reduced fertility rates and 
incurable skin diseases. 

The conference did not reach any 
defini te conclusions about these 
health problems, but rather served 
as a forum for debate on an interna
tional level. It was at Euro-Chor-
nobyl II that Dr. Robert Gale, a bone 
marrow transplant expert for the 
University of California, made his 
infamous statement that "Radiation 
was less dangerous than cigarettes 
to the population of Kiev." 

The f i f th anniversary of Chor
nobyl was marked by a rally and 
ecumenical prayer service of 1,200 
gathered in Lafayette Park across 
from the White House, conferences 
and symposiums in New York, Chi
cago, Berkeley, Calif., and Washing
ton, an art exhibit in Detroit, and 
memorial services in Ukrainian Ca-
t h o l i c a n d O r t h o d o x p a r i s h e s 
throughout the United States and 
Canada. 

In Kiev, seminars, press confer
ences, a telemarathon, a requiem 
concert - 25 events in all - marked 
Chornobyl's fifth anniversary April 
21-27. As April 26 was proclaimed a 
day of national mourning, people 
gathered for meetings and demon
s t ra t ions; 5,000 par t ic ipa ted in a 
memor ia l service at St. Sophia 's 
Cathedral. In Parliament, Deputy 
Chairman Ivan Pliushch reported 
that a moratorium was issued to any 
further building of nuclear power 
plants on Ukraine's territory. 

In Chornobyl, Minnesota art in
structor Oksana Pawlykowych Yo-
nan began her " Jou rney of the 
Heart," a cycling tour encircling, in 
the shape of a heart, the sites of 
Ukraine's nuclear power plants. Ms. 

Yonan planned to gather the stories 
and a r twork of the " ch i l d ren of 
Chornobyl," compile it and prepare 
a traveling exhibit and a book. 

On May 21, the International Ato
mic Energy Agency published "The 
International Chornobyl Project: An 
Overview." The 57-page report was 
the result of a formal request from 
the Soviet government and was 
v iewed as nei ther def in i t i ve nor 
c o m p l e t e , " a t t r i b u t i n g eve ry 
medical predicament resulting from 
the disaster to psychological pro
blems among an ignorant and mis
informed population." ("The Inter
national Chornobyl Project: an as
sessment of the IAEA's report," Dr. 
David R. Marples, The Ukrainian 
Weekly, No. 33.) 

The report drew angry responses 
from Ukrainian authorities, Dr. Nata
lia Preobrazhenska of Zelenyi Svit 
(Green Wor ld ) , Ukra ine 's Green 
Party and Greenpeace. 

On October 11, an electrical fire 
broke out in the generator room of 
reactor No. 2 at the Chornoby l 
nuclear power plant, causing 1,800 
square meters of the generator 
room's roof to cave in , and the 
shutdown of the reactor. A special 
government commission was form
ed to investigate the fire and super
vise clean-up, headed by Ukrainian 
State Minister Viktor Hladush. 

On October 29, Ukraine's Parlia
ment voted to shut down the Chor
nobyl plant no later than 1993. The 
PaHiament voted to keep reactor 
No. 2 shut down and taken off line 
immediately while setting a dead
line of 1993 for shutting down re
actors Nos. 1 and 3. The Parliament 
also issued an appeal to the United 
Nations to initiate an international 
competition between private and 
public companies over who could 
create the safest and most efficient 
program of shutting down Chor
n o b y l and f i n d i n g a pe rmanen t 
solution to the "sarcophagus pro
blem." 

On December 11, the Ukrainian 
Parliament passed a resolution de-
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manding prosecution of Soviet lead
ers for covering up the Chornobyi 
explosion of April 1986. Mr. Yavoriv-
sky announced that he would sub
mit evidence to Ukraine's Procura
tor General gathered by two parlia
mentary Chornobyi commissions 
implicating the following Soviet and 
Ukrainian leaders of criminal disre
gard for the lives of Ukrainian 
citizens: former Soviet President 
Mikhail Gorbachev, former Prime 
Minister Nikolai Ryzhkov, former 

KGB chief Viktor Chebrykov, 
Soviet adviser Yegor Ligachev, for
mer Defense Minister Dimitri Yazov; 
Ukrainian former party chief Vo-
lodymyr Shcherbytsky, former 
Prime Minister Oleksander Ly-
ashko, former Parliament Chair 
Valentyna Shevchenko, former 
Deputy Prime Minister and Chor
nobyi commission chairman V. Ka-
chalovsky, former Health Minister 
Anatoly Romanenko. 

Assistance to Ukraine 
1991 witnessed the launching of 

numerous medical, educational and 
political projects to aid Ukraine. 

In January, Hope, Inc., an organi
zation which provides volunteer 
health care3 agreed to help the 
Ukrainian Catholic Church reacti
vate the People's Clinic of Metropo
litan Andrey Sheptytsky In Lviv, A 
working team4 of physicians, a 
hospital architect and a biomedical 
engineer traveled to Lviv at the end 
of the month to assess the clinic's 
needs. 

On January 8, the Specialized 
Regional Children's Hospital in Lviv 
for the treatment of Chornobyi 
victims was opened and blessed. 
The 160-bed hospital was adopted 
by the New Jersey-based Children 
of Chornobyi Relief Fund, which 
was permitted by the Ukrainian 
government to refurbish, equip and 
bring up to Western standards the 
former hospital for members of the 
Lviv Oblast Committee of the Com
munist Party. 

In February, Zelenyi Svit (Green 
World), Greens of the United States 
of America, the Clamshell Alliance, 
Americans for Human Rights in 
Ukraine and the CCRF initiated a 
"Greens to Greens" vitamin drive to 
commemorate the fifth anniversary 
of Chornobyi. The vitamins were 
shipped to Kiev where they were 
distributed by Zelenyi Svit. 

On February 19, a delegation from 
Project HOPE (Health Opportuni
ties for People Everywhere), under 
the auspices of a U.S. government 
initiative, traveled to Kiev to offer 
direct medical aid from the United 
States government. The S5 million 
commitment was earmarked for 
Estonia, Latvia, Lithuania and U-
kraine. 

On March 20,110 tons of medical 
supplies and equipment with an 
estimated value of Ф3.5 million ar
rived in Kiev aboard the Mria, the 
world's largest aircraft. The flight of 
the Ukrainian-built Antonov-225, 
bound-for Kiev and Lviv.'s Specia
lized Regional Children's Hospital 
for Chornobyi victims, was spon
sored by the CCRF in commemora
tion of Chomobyl's fifth anniver
sary. 

In June, Drs. Alexander Jaku-
bowycz, a radiation oncologist, and 
Andrij Holian, an environmental 
toxicologist, traveled to the Kiev-
Zhytomyr region to evaluate envi
ronmental and human conse
quences of Chornobyi. Their find
ings were to become the basis of the 
Associates International's "People 
Helping People" humanitarian assis
tance project in Ukraine. 

In mid-July, the Canadian Friends 
of Rukh delivered close to 800,000 
children's multi-vitamins donated 
by Apotex Inc., Canada's largest 
pharmaceutical manufacturer, to 
the Ukrainian Rehabilitation Hospi
tal outside of Kiev. The estimated 
Ф30.000 worth of vitamins were ear
marked for children victims of Chor
nobyi. 

In August, the Toronto-based 
Children of Chornobyi Canadian 
Fund donated a sophisticated blood-
scanning machine to a blood bank 
in Lviv. The S12,000 Multiskan PLUS 
ELISA Reader is capable of deter
mining the presence of HIV 1, HIV 2, 
Hepatitis В and C. 

In September, MiraMed, a Seattle-
based organization comprising phy
sicians, attorneys and University of 
Washington faculty, announced 
that they had formed a partnership 
with MEDECOL, a consortium which 
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Ukrainian Canadian Roman Zyla, a member of the group of 39 North 
Americans who traveled to Ukraine's eastern oblasts to campaign for 
independence, discusses the December 1 referendum with a coal miner 

in Donetske. 
included the Ukrainian Ministry of books to Ukraine totaling 76,000. 

Tourists visit the exhibit inside the Mria at Newark International Airport, 
which featured paintings by Chornobyi children and Ukrainian artist Petro 

Yemets. 

Health and Ecology, the Ukrainian 
Parliament, the firm MEDECOL, the 
Ukrainian Peace Council and the 
Health Institute for Ukraine, for the 
purpose of establishing reprodu
cible, western-style culture sensi
tive birthing centers and training 
programs in Kiev. 

On October 24 and 25 two Ameri
can military planes delivering 150 
tons of medical supplies and hu
manitarian aid arrived in Kiev. The 
shipment was part of the Ф5 million 
U.S. initiative coordinated by Pro
ject HOPE. 

On October 27, sixteen scientists, 
doctors and technicians traveled to 
Poliske, Narodychi and Trostianets 
to examine the eyes of 1,800 chil
dren to determine the effects of 
Chornobyi radiation. The project 
was launched by donations from 
Pittsburgh-area Ukrainian Ameri
cans and the Tri-State Children of 
Chornobyi Relief Fund. 

On November 27, 149 tons of 
medical supplies and equipment 
departed for Ukraine and Belarus on 
the Mria. The Thanksgiving airlift 
was sponsored by the CCRF, whose 
77 tons of cargo were distributed to 
three CCRF hospitals in Kiev, Khar-
kiv and Lviv. 

On December 23, an estimated 
Ф12 million worth of medical sup
plies and equipment departed for 
Kiev aboard the Mria. The shipment 
was organized by the Ukrainian 
Federation of Greater Philadelphia. 

Educational assistance to Ukraine 
was provided by Pastor John Shep, 
chairman of the Thoughts of Faith 
Mission, who donated S100.000 for 
the publication of 500,000 Ukrai
nian grade school primers and 
readers, and the Sabre Foundation, 
which organized four shipments of 

The first shipment of 15,000 books 
arrived in Lviv February 13. Two 
additional shipments of books were 
sent to Sabre's cooperating founda
tion in Ukraine, Sabre-Svitlo, in April 
and July. April's shipment totaled 
30,000 books, 10,000 of which were 
English-language readers and 
teaching aids for elementary school 
children. July's shipment totaled 
15,000 and included medical 
and nursing books. Sabre's Decem
ber 27 shipment totaled 16,000 
books, and was accompanied by the 
Ukrainian National Women's League 
of America's project coordinator, 
Lida Bilous. 

Two conferences and one con
vention highlighted this year's pro
grams to assist Ukraine. 

On April 4-13,13 Ukrainian parlia
mentarians traveled to Indiana and 
Washington to participate in a nine-
day "Conference on the American 
System of Governance for Ukrainian 
Legislators." The conference was 
organized by NKM Associates of 
Washington in conjunction with 
Indiana University, and was spon
sored by the United States Informa
tion Agency. The 13 parliamenta
rians were provided with an over
view of how government functions 
on a state and federal level. 

May 27-30, "Conversion '91," a 
Kiev conference devoted to the 
transfer of defense enterprises from 
all-union to state control was spon
sored by the Harvard Project on 
Economic Reform in Ukraine and 
Spurt, an association of enterprises 
and cooperatives in Kiev. Fifteen 
Western scholars, businesspersons 
and government officials discussed 
Western conversion experiences 
with the more than 70 Ukrainian 
government officials, legislators 
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the world as far as mistaken identity 
is concerned. This is a tremendous 
challenge to the credibility of our 
legal system. The court is going to 
have to admit that the whole prose
cution of this man was a tragic 
error." 

The Jerusalem Post also reported 
that the prosecution had found a 
German document that lists Ivan 
Demjanjuk and his serial number, 
1ЯРЯ. (the same number that ap
pears on the Trawinki identity card) 
as having been trained at Trawniki. 
The new evidence also notes that Mr. 
Demjanjuk served as Sobibor, Flos-
senberg and Regensburg. However, 
the documents do not establish Mr. 
Demjanjuk's presence at Treblinka. 
Mr. Meyer also wrote: "Meanwhile, 
the appearance of the names of 
Demjanjuk and Marchenko in docu
ments emanating from German 
sources seem to disprove the prose
cution claim that an Ivan the Ter
rible' named Marchenko did not 
exist and that, in fact, he was identi
cal with Demjanjuk." 

Soon thereafter, other news me
dia, including The New York Times 
(December 18), picked up the story. 
The Times reported that Mr. Sheftel 
says copies of diplomatic cables, 
official letter and other documents 
show that the U.S. Justice Depart
ment knew as far back as 1978 that 
Mr. Demjanjuk was not "Ivan the 
Terrible." Moreover, that informa
tion was sent to the U.S. Embassy in 
Tel Aviv and then to Israeli officials, 
the defense attorney told The Timea 
Meanwhile in Washington, a senior 
Justice Department official revealed 
that the Demjanjuk case was being 
reviewed. 

The Times story also quoted Yos-
sef Lapid of the Israeli newspaper 
Maariv as saying, "At the very least, 
there are grave doubts regarding his 
(Mr. Demjanjuk's) identity. And, 
after all, a man whose identity is in 
doubt should not be convicted and 
certainly should not be hanged." 

Israel's Supreme Court began to 
examine the defense's new evidence 
at a hearing on December 23. 

UNA: looking toward Ukraine 

and general directors of Ukrainian 
defense enterprises in attendance. 

June 1-2, the CCRF held its first 
national convention, electing 10 
officers and a 17-member board of 
directors. Convention participants, 
including 14 delegates and 45 
guests, accepted in principle a draft 
of the non-profit organization's by
laws. 

During 1991, evidence in Ukraine 
and the USSR was the focus of the 
Nazi war crimes case against former 
U.S. citizen John Demjanjuk, who is 
appealing his 1988 conviction and 
death sentence to the Israeli Su
preme Court. 

A Congressional delegation from 
the office of Rep. James A. Traficant 
(D-Ohio) spent five days in Ukraine 
attempting, without success, to 
obtain documents from Soviet files 
that the Demjanjuk defense claimed 
would prove Mr. Demjanjuk's inno
cence. The Ohio lawmaker had also 
sent a telegrim to the Foreign Mi
nistry of the Ukrainian SSR, asking it 
to intervene and help his delegation 
gain access to Soviet files which 
contained information on the per
son thought to be the real "Ivan 
the Terrible" of Treblinka, one Ivan 
Marchenko. 

The files had been uncovered in 
November 1990 by Oleksander Ye-
mets, a lawyer who chairs the Ukrai-
nian Parliament's Human Rights 
Committee. While Mr. Yemets was 
reviewing the files, they were sud
denly ordered transferred from the 
KGB archives in Ukraine to Mos
cow, where they were studied by an 
Israeli delegation. 

Speaking in February at The City 
Club of Cleveland, known as a 
"citadel of free speech," Edward 
Nishnic, president of the John Dem
janjuk Defense Fund, told his au
dience that evidence in the posses
sion of Soviet authorities as weir as 
witnesses in Ukraine will prove his 
father-in-law Is not the notorious 
"Ivan." Mr. Nishnic revealed that he 
and other defense team members 
had found three women in Ukraine 
who had been forced to work as 
cooks in Treblinka. All three gave a 
description of "Ivan the Terrible" 
that does not match that of Mr. 
Demjanjuk. All three also recalled 
that the Treblinka guard's real name 
was Ivan Marchenko. Mr. Nishnic 
also emphasized that the defense 
had been denied access to Soviet 
archives by Soviet authorities. 

In June, Israel's Supreme Court 
ordered the prosecuting attorney in 
the Demjanjuk case to travel to the 
USSR and within 60 days to bring 
back evidence that may have deter
mined once and for all whether Mr. 
Demjanjuk is "Ivan the Terrible." By 
this time some of the documents 
from the USSR had been delivered 
to Israel by the Soviet Procuracy; 
others, however, remained inacces
sible. The Israeli prosecutor, Mi
chael Shaked, failed to bring back 
the documents sought, however, he 
did examine some 15,000 pages of 
documents from military tribunals 
and civilian trials of guards who 
served at Treblinka, Sobibor and 
Trawniki. In mid-July Mr. Shaked 
filed a motion requesting an indefi
nite delay in Mr. Demjanjuk's final 
appeal and asked the court to deter
mine what should be done regarding ' 

Finally, in advance of Ukraine's 
December 1 referendum on inde
pendence, 39 North Americans tra
veled to Ukraine's eastern oblasts to 
campaign for independence The 
two-month project focused on 
the dissemination of information in 
the Donetske, Dnipropetrovske, 
Luhanske, Mykolayiv and Zaporizh-
zhia Oblasts. 

the documents remaining in the 
USSR. 

Mr. Nishnic reacted to the prose
cution's report with dismay: "John 
has been sitting there (in prison) too 
long already (since 1986)." He in
sisted that even the documents then 
available indicated that Mr. Demjan
juk is a victim of mistaken identity. 

Soon afterwards, on July 25, the 
defense obtained copies of docu
ments received earlier by the prose
cution. Among them was a photo of 
two Treblinka death camp guards, 
one of whom was identified as M.K. 
Tkachuk and the other as Ivan Mar
chenko, who, according to the de
fense, is the real "Ivan." Also re
leased to the defense were some 200 
to 300 pages of statements and 
documents from the 1986 Soviet 
trial of Treblinka guard Feodor 
Fedorenko. "There are at least 100 
mentions of Ivan Marchenko in 
these materials," including physical 
descriptions of the guard, Mr. Nish
nic told The Weekly. And among 
those is a statement from Nikolai 
Shalayev, known to be "Ivan's" 
accomplice, he added. 

As a result of the new information, 
the Supreme Court said it would 
hear defense arguments on August 
14. 

Defense attorney Yoram Sheftel 
argued that Mr. Demjanjuk should 
be freed immediately on the grounds 
that new evidence supports his 
claim that he is not "Ivan the Ter
rible." The prosecution argued that 
it now needed more documentation 
to verify the credibility of statements 
by guards who identified "Ivan" as 
Ivan Marchenko. Mr. Shaked also 
stated that Mr. Demjanjuk should 
remain in jail if only because the 
court had already established that 
he was at the Sobibor death camp 
and the Trawinki training camp for 
guards. "Is there a difference if he 
pushed a boy into the gas chambers 
in Sobibor or Treblinka?" he asked. 
The court refused to release Mr. 
Demjanjuk and scheduled another 
session of the Demjanjuk appeal for 
December. 

On November 17 The Washington 
Post carried a lengthy article by 
Jackson Diehl about the new evi
dence in the Demjanjuk case which 
"suggests that Israel may have 
extradited, tried and convicted the 
wrong man." The article was reprint
ed in the November 25 - December 1 
issue of The Post's National Weekly 
Edition. 

The Jerusalem Post's Ernie Meyer 
wrote in early December that Mr. 
Sheftel says his client is the victim of 
a frame-up begun 10 years ago in 
the U.S., and noted that "We may 
now prosecute the OSI (Office of 
Special Investigations)," Mr. Meyer 
also quoted The Washington Post 
story in which Mr. Sheftei stated: 
"We are talking about one of the 

X worst mistakes in the legal history of 

This was the year the Ukrainian 
National Association set up its Kiev 
Press Bureau to serve its news
papers, The Ukrainian Weekly and 
Svoboda, and through them the 
Ukrainian community and the public 
at large. 

The UNA had begun efforts to 
open the Kiev bureau in October of 
1990, when a delegation consisting 
of UNA Supreme President Ulana 
Diachuk, Supreme Secretary Walter 
Sochan and Supreme Advisors Eu
gene Iwanciw and Roma Hadzewycz 
(who also happen to be, respective
ly, director of the UNA Washington 
Office and editor-in-chief of The 
Ukrainian Weekly) met with officials 
at the Ukrainian Foreign Ministry in 
Kiev. They discussed the UNA'S 
intention of opening a press office 
with Valeriy Ingulsky, first secretary, 
and Volodymyr Chorny, head of the 
Ministry's Information Department. 

After several months of anxious 
waiting, Marta Kolomayets, an asso
ciate editor of The Weekly, arrived in 
Ukraine's capital on January 13 to 
serve as the UNA press bureau's first 
Kiev correspondent. She traveled to 
Ukraine as a journalist on a visa 
issued by the Information Depart
ment of the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs of the Ukrainian SRR, and 
became the first accredited U.S. 
correspondent in Kiev. 

During her pioneering six-month 
stint, Ms. Kolomayets provided in
formation to both The Weekly and 
Svoboda and succeeded in finding 
accommodations to be utilized as an 
apartment/office for the UNA'S 
Kiev-based correspondent. 

Oh June 29, it was the turn of The 
Weekly's other associate І editor, 
Chrystyna N. Lapychak, to leave for 
half a year at the Kiev Press Bureau. 
It was Ms. Lapychak's second post
ing to Kiev, since in August of 1990 
she had worked for Rukh Press 
International, literally on loan from 
The Weekly. 

While Ms. Kolomayets spent the 
Ьиік of her six-month tour of duty 
living in the Dnipro Hotel, Ms. Lapy
chak was able to move into the press 
office/apartment located just off the 
Khreshchatyk on Karl Marx Street. 

Across the hall at Svoboda, Raisa 
Rudenko, a member of the editorial 
staff, headed for a three-month stay 
in Kiev in September. Mrs. Rudenko, 
too, filed stories from Ukraine bear
ing the UNA Press Bureau identifi
cation. 

In other developments related to 
Ukraine, the Ukrainian National 
Association's Fund for the Rebirth 
of Ukraine began the year with just 
over Ф150,000. At year's end, the 
fund has amassed more than 
S250,000 in contributions from UNA 
members and the community at 
large. In addition, the UNA had 
p l e d g e d to p r o v i d e a sum of 
ІИ00,000 annually for the four-year 
period of 1990-1994. 

During 1991, the UNA allocated 
grants and donations from the Fund 
for Rebirth to various projects. 
Among them were: assistance for a 
teacher of English as a second 
language (ESL) who used her ex
pertise in Kiev; financial support for 
a law student from Lviv studying at 
Southern Methodist University; and 
grants to help Plast members from 
Ukraine, Ukrainians in Romania and 
the Kiev Polytechnical Institute. 
Furthermore, the UNA pledged to 
continue supporting ESL programs 
in Ukraine that will be offered by 
volunteers directed by two instruc
tors from the United States. 

In addition, the fund provided 
Ф50,000 for publication of 500,000 
copies of a new primer and three 
readers for grades 2 through 4 in 
Ukraine. That project is being over
seen by the Coordinating Commit
tee to Aid Ukraine and has been 
joined by several other organiza
tions, including the Educational 
C o u n c i l in t h e U . S . a n d t h e 
"Thoughts of Faith" foundation 
headed by Pastor John Shep. A sum 
of Ф15,000 was donated to the Pro
ject on Economic Reform in U-
kraine based at Harvard University, 
and ф10,000 was allocated for the 
Sabre-Svitlo Foundation in Lviv, 
which works with the U.S.-based 
Sabre Foundation to supply books 
for Ukraine. The Children of Chor-
nobyl Relief Fund of Pittsburgh 
received ф4,000 to help provide 
treatment of children's eye ailments, 
and the.Ukrainian Writers' union 

New evidence in Demjanjuk case 
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was granted S3,000 to pub l ish a 
Russ ian-Ukra in ian b u s i n e s s d i o 
tionary. 

The annual meeting of the UNA 
Supreme Assembly, held May 20-24 
at Soyuzivka, approved a budget of 
Ф11.7 mill ion for the UNA, including 
donations totalling S70.000 for va
rious community organizations and 
projects. As well, the body allocated 
a sum of Ф120,000 for UNA scholar
ships for academic year 1991-1992. 
D iscuss ions du r i ng the meet ing 
focused on aid to Ukra ine; the 
UNA's and Svoboda 's upcoming 
centennials (respectively in 1994 
and 1993); sites for the fraternal 
organization's centennial conven
tion; and new insurance products, 
including universal life, disability 
income insurance and long-term 
care insurance, as well as revamp
ing of the UNA sales force. 

Soon thereafter, the UNA Scholar
ship Committee met to review scho
larship applications and to make 
grants to UNA members in the U.S. 
and Canada. In all, the committee 
awarded S122,300 to 207 students. 

In other benefits to members, the 
UNA paid out Ф1.2 million in divi
dends; sponsored the North Ameri
can tour of the Yavir Vocal Quartet 
from Ukraine (in cooperation with 
Yevshan Communications); conti
nued to upgrade fac i l i t ies at its 
upstate New York resort, Soyuzivka; 
and purchased an additional unit for 
the press, enabling Svoboda to print 
as many as 12 pages and The Week
ly up to 24 pages. 

During 1991 the UNA honored its 
leading fraternalists - those per
sons respons ib le for mak ing the 
UNA a true fraternal. In March, Es-
tella Woloshyn of Youngstown, Ohio, 
received her award as Fraternalist of 
the Year for 1990. In November, 
Adolph Hladylowych of Montreal 
was honored as 1991 Fraternalist of 
the Year. 

Ivan Kedryn-Rudnytsky, a former 
long t ime ed i tor of Svoboda who 
continues to this day to write articles 
for the daily newspaper, was ho
nored in April by UNA and Svoboda 
Press employees at a luncheon on 
the occasion of his 95th birthday 
and the 70th anniversary of his 
journalistic activities. 

In June, co-workers wished afond 
farewell to Svoboda administrator 
Luba Lapychak-Lesko as she retired 
after 41 years of service. Forty-one 
years sounds pretty amazing, right? 

But one Melanie Milanowicz also 
retired this year after an astounding 
62 years at the UNA, where she was 
employed by the Recording Depart
ment. Ms. Milanowicz was feted in 
November. 

A celebration of a different sort 
occurred in May as the UNA hosted 
a book launch recept ion at the 
Ukrainian Institute of America for 
Dr. Myron B. Kuropas, a former UNA 
vice-president and now an honorary 
member of the Supreme Assembly, 
on the occasion of the publication of 
his long-awaited history "The Ukrai
nian Americans: Roots and Aspira
tions, 1884-1954." 

The UNA Washington Office was 
kept busy t h r o u g h o u t the year 
lobbying for bills to promote demo
cracy and self-determination in the 
republics of the Soviet Union and 
Eastern Europe; on aid to the re
publics and the Baltic states; and on 
official U.S. recognition of Ukraine's 
independence. In addition, the office 
staffers were kept busy escorting 
and arranging high-level meetings 
for leading activists from Ukraine, 
among them Leon id Kravchuk, 
chairman of Ukraine's Parliament, 
and his entourage. 

The fraternal activities coord ina
tor, meanwhile, encouraged UNA 
members to write to Ukrainian Ame
ricans on duty in the Persian Gulf 
and exhorted branches to look into 
their individual histories as the UNA 
approaches the 100th an niversary of 
its founding. 

Finally there was the annual Miss 
Soyuzivka pageant. This year's win
ner was Sophia IIczyszyn, 23, of 
Brooklyn, N.Y., a former Soyuzivka 
employee who now heads the Svo
boda Press administration. And, the 
UNA Seniors Association, meeting 
at its annual convention in June, re-
elected Gene Woloshyn of Poland, 
Ohio, as president. The association 
also collected S12,000 for the Chi l
dren of Cho rnoby l Relief Fund: 
S10,000 of that amount came from 
Dr. Alexandra Shkolnik of Akron, 
Ohio. 

At year's end, the Ukrainian Na
tional Association and all its em
ployees celebrated the overwhelm
ingly ratified independence of 
Ukraine by gathering outside the 
fraternal association's headquarters 
building in Jersey City and raising a 
new blue-and-yellow Ukrainian na
tional flag to a rousing chorus of 
"Shche Ne Vmerla Ukraina." 

Miscellaneous, but noteworthy 
- . . .. - ! 2.1 ^ - ль Г 5 Л Л П п і і і / J C О л п і л г /ГЛ-К, This section comprises the an

nual l ist of al l those no tewor thy 
events and people that defy classifi
cation under the other headings of 
th is year -end review. Thus, the 
notables of 1991 include: 

e The movie "Hoiod '33," directed 
by Oles Yanchuk, was completed. It 
won f i rs t pr ize at the Kiev Fi lm 
Festival in November and premiered 
on Ukrainia television on the eve of 
the December 1 referendum. The 
film tells of Stalin's forced collecti
vization which led to the death of 
more than seven million Ukrainian 
citizens in central and eastern U-
kraine. 

^ Myron B. Kuropas' history 'The 
Ukra in ian Amer icans : Roots and 
Aspirations 1884-1954" was pub
lished, examining how one group 
not only avoided assimilation but 
ac tua l ly created a new nat ional 
identify in the United States;" ' 

Rep. David E. Bonior (D-Mich.), 
a Ukrainian American, was appoint
ed chief deputy majority whip for the 
102nd Congress, the fourth ranking 
position in the Democratic leader
ship of the House of Representa
tives, and was elected House ma
jority whip, the third ranking leader
ship post, on Ju ly 11 . He is the 
highest ranking U.S. representative 
of Ukrainian descent. 

^ Members of the Ukrainian Ame
rican Bar Association (UABA) host
ed a luncheon for People's Deputy 
Levko Lukianenko and gave him an 
honorary membership. The UABA, 
which was deeply involved in work
ing to release Mr. Lukianenko w ben 
he was a political prisoner, present
ed him with a bound volume of al! 
the original documents submitted 
by the UABA in his defense. 

^ Air Ukraine, a new airline offer
ing direct service between Kiev and" 

New York, had its first flight. 
"We want our venture to have a 
Ukrainian image," said Mykola 
Kravets o f the Ukrainian Civil 
Aviation Management. Although the 
a i r l ine st i l l rents i ts p lanes f rom 
Aeroflot, it was an attempt to assert 
Ukraine's sovereignty. 

^ Dr. Mary V. Beck, a Ukrainian 
American, was inducted into the 
Michigan Women's Hall of Fame. 
She is the first woman to be elected to 
the Detroit City Council, the first wo
man CouncllPresident and the first 
woman Acting Mayor of Detroit. She 
is also very involved in the Ukrai
nian community. 

^ After two years of planning, the 
Ukra in ian Bandur is t Chorus of 
Detroit returned for a historic tour 
throughout Ukraine from June 6-24. 
They t raveled under the banner: 
"Ukraine, we are with you again." 

^ Yuriy Shukhevych, referred to 
as "the eternal prisoner" because he 
was imprisoned from the time he 
was 15 to 54, v is i ted the Uni ted 
States to seek t rea tment fo r his 
blindness - a result of the poor 
conditions in prison. Mr.Shukhevych 
met with various organizations in his 
capacity as Chairman of the Ukrai
nian Inter-Party Assembly. 

9 Cathy Fedoruk, the Canadian 
super model of Ukra in ian back
ground, donated her services to two 
Canadian Ukrainian fashion shows 
celebrating the centennial. 

^ Par t ic ipants in the Canada-
Ukra ine Economic Confe rence , 
sponsored by the Ukrainian Cana
d ian Professional and Business 
Federation, resolved to support the 
deve lopment of the " C a n a d a - U 
kraine Business Counci l " (CUBC), 
in order to liase with government, 
co rpo ra t i ons , o rgan iza t ions and 
ind iv idua ls seek ing commerc ia l 
contacts with Ukraine and Ukrai
nians. 

^ A consortium of American busi
ness, professional and academic 
representatives organized the Ame
rica Ukraine Business Council to 
p romo te t rade re la t ionsh ips be
tween Ukraine and the U.S. It is a 
not-for-profit cooperation based in 
Chicago, and is a member of the 
World Trade Center Association. 

^ Three opera singers of Ukrai
nian descent, Paul Plishka, Andrij 
Dobriansky and Sergei Koptchak, 
appeared together in the Metropoli
tan Opera's production of "Boris 
Godunov." 

ь The Ukrainian Museum of Mo
dern Art In Chicago celebrated its 
20th anniversary on the weekend of 
November 9-Ю with workshops, a 
concert, a banquet and a rest respec
tive exhibition. 

^ The Kiev Music Festival, esta
blished by the Composers' Union of 
Ukraine last year to raise interna
t iona l awareness of Ukra ine, i ts 
music and its capacity as a cultural 
center, was held from October 5-12. 
Many foreign stars performed, in
cluding trombonist Miles Anderson. 

^ Ukrainian Canadian Roy Ro-
manow of the New Democratic Party 
was elected premier of Saskatche
wan on October 21, joining other 
notable people of Ukrainian descent 
in Canadian politics. 

^ Over 120 amateur athletes from 
the U.S. and Canada, o rgan ized 
under the auspices of USCAK, the 
umbrel la organizat ion uni t ing all 
Ukrainian sports clubs in the U.S. 
and Canada, competed against in
dependent Ukrainian sports clubs 
comprising professional Ukrainian 
atheletes. The atheletes from the 
West traveled to Ukraine to partici
pate in tournaments marking the 
80th anniversary of the Ukrainian 
sports club Ukraina. 

^ Serhiy Bubka broke eight world 
records in pole-vaulting this year 
(many of them his own previous 
records) to set the current world 
record to 20 feet, Vdnch. On August 
5 he became the first person to clear 
20 feet in an outdoor pole vaulting 
competit ion. 

9 Taras Petrynenko and the U-
krainian rock group Hrono arrived in 
the U.S. on June 25. This popular 
band played at Soyuzivka during 
Labor Day weekend, attracting an 
audience of more than 2,000 people. 
Mr. Retrynenko, a longt ime sup
porter of Ukrainian national rights 
returned to Ukraine before the re
ferendum to lobby for Ukrainian 
independence. .. „ ...„ 

^ The Ukrainian Museum in New 
York City, an institution dedicated 
to the^ preservation, study and pro
pagation of Ukrainian culture, cele
brated its 15th anniversary at the 
Helmsley Palace with a mortgage 
bu rn ing ce remony for the i r new 
museum location. Also, its catalog 
of wooden churches was h igh ly 
praised by the prestigious Journal 
of the S o c i e t y of A r c h i t e c t u r a l 
Historians. 

9 VirlanaTkacz's performing arts 
ensemble , the Yara Ar ts Group , 
performed a play in English and 
Ukrainian based on the life of Les 
Kurbas, the innovative theater direc
tor of 1920's Ukraine. The play, titled 
"A Light from the East," had a cast 
from both the U.S. (most of whom 
had no Ukrainian background) and 
Ukraine. The group toured Kiev, 
Kharkiv and Lviv from July to Au
gust. 

U.S. Consul General Jon Gundersen and Mykola Kravets of Ukrainian C 
Aviation Management board the .inaugural flight on Air Ukraine in KievP 

early June. 
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1991: A LOOK BACK 
Deaths in the community 

During 1991, the Ukrainian com
munity mourned the passing of 
notable leaders and activists, both in 
the diaspora and in Ukraine. Among 
them were the following: 

^ Oksana Meshko, 85, co-foun
der of the Ukrainian Helsinki Moni
toring Group and the Helsinki-90 
Committee, leading member of the 
Society of the Repressed, a leader of 
the Ukrainian Helsinki Group, acti
vist and veteran of Soviet labor 
camps - January 22. 

^ Filaret Lukianovich, 78, Ausch
witz survivor, administrator of the 
"Zelena Bukovyna" (Green Bu-
kovyna) publication, founding mem
ber of the Central Association of 
Bukovynian Ukrainians and the 
Ukrainian Academic Kozak Society 
"Zaporozhe" and athletics instruc
tor - February 2. 

^ Dr. Roman Osinchuk, 88, acti
vist, founder of the Ukrainian Medi
cal Society of North America, hono
rary member of the Shevchenko 
Scientific Society, member of the 
Patriarchal Society and Ukrainian 
Journalists' Association of America 
- F e b r u a r y 11. 

9 Dr. Wasyl Lew, 88, philologist, 
Ukrainian studies expert, literary 
historian, author of Ukrainian/Eng
lish and English/Ukrainian dictiona
ries, and member of the Shevchenko 
Scientific Society, the Association 
of Ukrainian Writers, Artists and 
Scholars, the Ukrainian Academy of 
Arts and Sciences, the Ukrainian 
Catholic Journalists' Association, 
the American Association of Teach
ers of Slavic and East European 
Languages, the American Associa
tion of University Professors, the 
Modern Language Association and 
the Ukrainian American Association 
of University Professors - March 
23. 

^ Mykola Novak, 88, member of 
the Ukrainian Sich Riflemen at 16, 
helped found the Organization for 
the Rebirth of Ukraine in 1929. 
Actor, starred in the first two Ukrai
nians movies filmed in the United 
States. Author, and Los Angeles 
Ukrainian community activist. 
He persuaded Los Angeles Mayor 
Sam Yorty to proclaim January 22 
Ukrainian Day - April 6. 

^ Myron Surmach, 98, beekeeper, 
founder of Surma Book and Music 
Co., owner of the first Ukrainian 
book store in the U.S., first Ukrai
nian to start a Ukrainian radio pro
gram in New York City, founding 
and honorary life member of the 

At The Weekly 
1991 was a year of comings and 

goings at The Ukrainian Weekly.. 
In January, Associate Editor 

Marta Kolomayets was Kiev-bound 
where she took on the duties of the 
Ukrainian National Association's 
first correspondent in its Kiev Press 
Bureau. In late June, the news-

Ukrainian Book Center and bene
factor of various Ukrainian cultural 
and social organizations - May 12. 

^ Bohdan Kotyk , U k r a i n i a n 
people's deputy and mayor of Lviv 
- August 14. 

^ Dr. Bohdan Cymbalisty, 72, 
psychologist and chairman of the 
board of trustees of The Ukrainian 
Museum for 12 years, director of the 
New Jersey Training School for 
Boys, consultant to the New Jersey 
Bureau of Children's Services and 
author of "Growing Up in Two Cul
tures" - A u g u s t 16. 

^ Zinoviy Krasivsky, 61, former 
political prisoner and dissident, co-
founder of the Ukrainian National 
Front, member of the Ukrainian 
Helsinki Group"- September 20. 

^ The Rev. Yaroslav Lesiv, 49, 
political prisoner, human rights 
activist and confessor and confidant 
of People's Deputy Stepan Khmara. 
He was a member of the Ukrainian 
Helsinki Group and a co-founder of 
the Ukrainian National Front, a poet 
and a teacher - October 6. 

^ Dr. Yuriy Starosolsky, 84, law 
professor, community activist, wri
ter, artist and Chief Scout of the 
Ukrainian scouting organization 
Plast - October 21. 

^ Prof. Volodymyr Janiv, 83, long
time dean and first honorary dean of 
the Ukrainian Free University ih 
Munich, psychologist, sociologist 
and author, honorary member of the 
Shevchenko Scientific Society (and 
the society's vice president in Eu
rope), the Ukrainian Academy of Arts 
and Sciences in Europe, the Ukrai
nian Historical Society, the Deutsche 
Gesellschaft fur Psychologie, the 
Ukrainian Theological Society in 
Rome and others - November 19. 

9 Lydia Savoyka, supervisor of 
Immigration Counseling at the U.S. 
Catholic Conference Migration Ser
vice, president of the New York 
General Committee for Immigra
tion, a member of the Federal Advi
sory Committee to the Commis
sioner of the U.S. Immigration and 
Naturalization Service and the 
recipient of an honorary law degree 
from the College of New Rochelle. 
Ms. Savoyka was a tireless Ukrai
nian activist, who gave unselfishly of 
her time to myriad charities and 
causes. She was known as "the lady 
with the lamp" for her ceaseless 
efforts to help those new to the 
United States - December 20. 

paper's other associate editor, 
Chrystyna N. Lapychak, headed for 
Kiev as Ms. Kolomayets' six-month 
stint was ending to relieve her and 
beain hpr own half-year tour of duty. 
Following a three-ween Keriod 
during which time botn were in Kiev, 
Ms. Kolomayets returned in July. 

Meanwhile, back at The Weekly's 
office in Jersey City, the staff was 
joined, or rather re-joined, by a 
former assistant editor, Ika Koznar-
sky Casanova, in late April. 
Ms. Casanova returnea to The 
Weekly on a part-time basis only. 

During the summer, The Weekly 
hired "Tamara Tershakovec as an 
interim intern. At The Weekly's 
request, Ms. Tershakovec agreed to 
stay on; in December she was 
named an editorial assistant. 

In October, one day before she 
gave birth to a baby boy, Editor-in-
Chief Roma Hadzewycz began a 
three-month maternity leave.Thank
fully, Ms. Kolomayets was there to 
run the show. 

In November /Week ly staffer 
Khristina Lew traveled to Ukraine 
for three weeks as part of a delega
tion of young Ukrainians from Ca
nada and the United States. Their 
rr'i?e io'r tc promote the idea of 
Ukraine's independence in its east
ern oblasts before the December 1 
referendum. Ms. Lew, who had be
gun working at The Weekly in No
vember of 1990, in March of this year 
was named an assistant editor. 

In other personnel news at The 
Weekly, our trustworthy, and lone, 
typesetter Awilda Arzola was feted 
by the editorial staff on the occas-
sion of her 10th anniversary with the 
paper. (Just for the record, the 
anniversary actually occurred in 
December 1990.) 

1991 was also a year of expan
sion at The Weekly. 

As the number of paid advertise
ments on the pages of The Weekly 
increased, so too did the amount of 
news that was being reported. This, 
of course, created quite a few occa
sions when advertising and editorial 
materials were literally fighting for 
space. Аз. in previous years, The 
Weekly's editor appealed in her 
annual report to the Ukrainian Na
tional Association's higher-ups for 
an additional unit for the press that 
would enable the paper to print 20-

j or even 24-page issues as needed. 
tThe proposal was approved; fHe 
purchase concluded and, believe it 
or not, unbeknownst to the editors, 
the unit was installed on December 
17. We suspect it was the work of 
one white-aired and bearded 
fellow known as St. Nicholas. 

The Weekly's office space, too, 
was expanded as yet another wall 
came tumbling down in 1991. The 
"remont" (renovation) began right 
around Thanksgiving, giving us 
even more reason to be thankful. 
Hopefully, things will all be back in 
place for the New Year, providing us 
with an opportunity for a fresh start. 

It was an exciting year for us in 
terms of the news we covered. Our 
favorite issue was the September 1 
edition in which we reported in a big 
and bold headline (in our favorite 
typeface): "Ukraine declares inde
pendence." Then, three month later, 
we had a new favorite issue. The 
December 8 issue reported on the 
results of the December 1 referen
dum and presidential election. The 
problem was: How do you top the 
previous independence issue? The 
answer was our "INDEPENDENCE" 
headline in 80-point type capital 
letters. 

w e were especially excited that 
this year, as such historic events 
were taking place in Ukraine, our 
correspondents were there to cover 
them. For example, Ms. Kolomayets 
reported on the March all-union 
referendum, the return of the pri
mate of the Ukrainian Cathol ic 
Church, Cardinal Mstyslav Luba-
chivsky, the rebirth of the Ukrainian 
Autocephalous Orthodox Church 
with Patriarch Mstyslav I at the helm, 
and strikes by miners and students. 
When Leonid Kravchuk, chairman 
of Ukraine's Parliament traveled to 
the United States, Ms. Kolomayets 
was right there, on his ріале with his 
entourage, reporting every move. 

Both she and Ms. Lapychak covered 
the drawn-out case of Ukrainian 
People's Deputy Stepan Khmara. 
Ms. Lapychak reported on, among 
other events, President George 
Bush's visit to Kiev, the dissolution 
of the Communist Party of Ukraine, 
the failed coup from Ukraine's per
spective, ceremonies marking the 
50th anniversary of the Babyn Yar 
massacres, and, of course, the De
cember 1 voting. 

At our home office we had ou'?V 
share of excitement as well as we 
greeted and interviewed prominent 
visitors from Ukraine. Among them 
were: Serhiy Koniev, chairman of 
the Association of Democratic Blocs 
and Councils of Ukraine; Ivan Va-
lenia, co-chairman of theChornobyl 
Committee of Ukraine's Parliament; 
two "Slavkos," Vyacheslav Chor-
novil, chairman of the Lviv Oblast 
Council , and Yaroslav Kendzior, 
people's deputy, who provided a 
Galician perspective on unfolding 
events; Archbishop Volodymyr 
Sterniuk, senior prelate of the Ukrai
nian Catholic Church in Ukraine; 
Green World4activist Dr. Natalia 
Preobrazhenslca; "the eternal pri
soner" Yuriy Shukhevych, leader of 
the Ukrainian Inter-Party Assembly; 
Dmytro Pavlychko, chairman of the 
Ukrainian Parliament's Foreign Re
lations Committee; and Dr. Ihor 
Yukhnovsky, head of the National 
Council and a presidential candi
date. ; " ' f ; j 

The Weekly got some exposure 
this year by being featured as part of 
an, exhibit at Philadelphia's Balch 
Institute for f tfrnic Studies titled 
"Many Voices: The Ethnic Press in 
America." In addition, C-SPAN gave 
us some free publicity when Dr. 
Gregory Stanton, assistant profes
sor of justice, law and society at The 
American University, was interview
ed on "Events in the Soviet Union." 
(In fact, the focus was on Ukraine as 
Dr. Stanton has visited Ukr i ine 
three times in the last half year and is 
a legal advisor to Rukh.) He dis
played a copy of the latest issue of 
The Ukrainian Weekly, described it 
as a very good newspaper for those 
interested in news from Ukraine, 
and told viewers they could sub
scribe by writing to The Weekly. 
Thank you, Dr. Stanton! 

Thanks are also in order to our 
regular contributors and correspon
dents Dr. Myron B. Kuropas, Chris 
Guly (who this year became our 
special correspondent covering the 
Ukrainian Canadian Centennial), 
Oksana Zakydalsky, Dr. Roman 
Solchanyk, Dr. David Marples, Ta-
mara Stadnychenko-Ctxrnelison, 
Olena Stercho Hendlerrand many 
others who wrote less frequently but 
were no less appreciated. Special 
thanks for speciaf reports go to 
Bohdan Hodiak for his series on 
Chomobyl's effects five years after 
the nuclear accident and to John 
Hewko for commentaries on current 
events in Ukraine. Our colleagues at 
the UNA Washington Office also 
merit a hearty "thanks for ail your 
help." Scores of local community 
activists also did their share in 
reporting the news for the benefit of 
The Weekly's readers. Our gratitude 
and our best wishes for 1992 go out 
to all of them. 

And to you, dear readers, we wish 
a happy, healthy and prosperous 
New Year, and pledge to continue to 
do our best to report the news of 
1992. 




