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 2013: THE YEAR IN REVIEW

Europe. That’s what 2013 was all about for Ukraine 
and its people. This was the year that Ukraine was to 
sign an Association Agreement with the European 

Union. There were stops and starts along the way – with 
Ukraine delivering on some issues, but refusing to budge 
on others (e.g., the release of imprisoned former Prime 
Minister Yulia Tymoshenko). Nonetheless, the administra-
tion of President Viktor Yanukovych repeatedly stated that 
Kyiv was moving toward Europe. In the end, however, 
Yanukovych and company decided not to sign the agree-
ment, opting instead for a deal with Russia.

The year began with news of the latest report from 
Freedom House. “Freedom in the World 2013” noted a note-
worthy decline in freedoms in Ukraine. Freedom House 
wrote: “With Russia setting the tone, Eurasia (consisting of 
the countries of the former Soviet Union minus the Baltic 
states) now rivals the Middle East as one of the most repres-
sive areas on the globe. Indeed, Eurasia is in many respects 
the world’s least free subregion, given the entrenchment of 
autocrats in most of its 12 countries. The authoritarian 
temptation poses a threat even in Eurasian countries with 
recent histories of dynamic, if erratic, democratic gover-
nance. Thus, Ukraine suffered a decline for a second year 
due to the politically motivated imprisonment of opposition 
leaders, flawed legislative elections, and a new law favoring 
the Russian-speaking portion of the population.” 

In mid-year, Freedom House released another report, 
this one the “Nations in Transit” annual assessment of 
democratization from Central Europe to Eurasia, which 
noted a “troubling deterioration” of civil society in Eurasia. 
More specifically, the report said that Ukraine’s parliamen-
tary elections were marked by political persecutions, legal 
manipulations, bribery and other official abuses. 

By the end of the year, Freedom House was saying 
President Yanukovych should resign as a way to trigger 
early presidential elections – the only non-violent way to 
end the standoff with tens of thousands of demonstrators 
on the Euro-Maidan. Further use of force by Ukrainian 
authorities should lead to the immediate imposition of 
targeted sanctions by the United States and European 
Union against Ukrainian officials responsible for such 
actions, Freedom House said on December 9, adding that 
the international community must stand with the demo-
cratic aspirations of those brave Ukrainian people who 
had taken to the streets. “President Yanukovych has lost 
support and legitimacy among the Ukrainian people,” stat-
ed David J. Kramer, president of Freedom House. “We 
don’t support rule by mob, but Yanukovych created a cri-
sis by rejecting the path toward integration with the EU 
and ignoring protesters’ demands that the government 
work on behalf of the people.”

Regime consolidates power

Throughout 2013, the Yanukovych regime was busy 
consolidating its power. It began with the appointment of a 
new Cabinet of Ministers, which held its first meeting on 
January 9. As our Kyiv correspondent characterized it, “it’s 
all in the ‘family.’” (Donbas Oblast natives associated with 
the Yanukovych family were increasingly being referred to 
collectively as “the family.”) Though there was speculation 
that Prime Minister Mykola Azarov would be replaced by a 
Yanukovych family insider, Serhiy Arbuzov, the president 
tapped the latter as first vice prime minister. The core 
group in the Cabinet directly representing the Yanukovych 
family interests was identified by observers as the “Big Six,” 
consisting of Mr. Arbuzov, Energy and Coal Production 
Minister Eduard Stavytskyi, Internal Affairs Minister Vitaliy 
Zakharchenko, Finance Minister Yurii Kolobov, Agrarian 
Policy Minister Mykola Prysiazhniuk and the leader of the 
newly created Revenue and Duties Ministry, Oleksander 
Klymenko. “Their integration into the government testifies 
to the complete loss of trust by Yanukovych to outsiders,” 
wrote Serhii Leshchenko, one of Ukraine’s most recognized 
political reporters. “He agrees to trust with his future only 
those with whom he earned money during these last years 
in government.” 

In addition, Mr. Yanukovych tapped several associates of 
Rinat Akhmetov, Ukraine’s most influential businessman, a 
member of the Party of Regions who is believed to be 
among its chief sponsors. These associates included 
Oleksander Vilkul, vice prime minister for infrastructure, 
utilities and maintenance; Ihor Prasolov, minister of eco-
nomic development and trade; and Volodymyr Kozak, min-
ister of infrastructure.

Soon thereafter, the president appointed a new chair of 
the National Bank of Ukraine: Ihor Sorkin, who was known 
to have longstanding ties with Donbas business clans and 
whose wife was the deputy chair of the board of 
UkrBiznesBank, which is owned by Oleksander 
Yanukovych, the president’s elder son.

Indeed, Oleksander Yanukovych, a dentist and econo-
mist, had accumulated assets valued at about $210 million 
– most of that since his father became president. Various 
news media reported that his business empire included 
banking, real estate, construction, wholesale trade in fuel, 
coal exports and champagne production. Observers of the 
political scene, like Dr. Oleh Soskin of the Institute of 
Society Transformation in Kyiv, said the Yanukovych fami-
ly was increasing its assets and planning to rule Ukraine 
for a long time. 

Later in the year, on July 6, the Central Election 
Commission elected as its chairman Mykhailo 
Okhendovskyi, who was renowned for his role during the 
2004 Orange Revolution for defending the CEC in the 
courts when the presidential election’s second round was 
ruled as fraudulent. He had remained on the CEC in the 
eight years since as a commissioner from the Party of 
Regions quota. Observers said his election, and the fact that 
he replaced a relatively impartial chairman, was yet anoth-
er signal that the regime was trying to ensure the re-elec-
tion of Mr. Yanukovych to a second term in 2015.

The Constitutional Court was the next object of 
President Yanukovych’s interest. As our Kyiv correspon-
dent reported, the president thus took the final step 
towards ensuring control of the key governmental organs 
necessary for maintaining power following the 2015 presi-
dential elections, which were already expected to be 
extremely contentious and possibly violent. The 
Constitutional Court of Ukraine voted on July 18 to appoint 
as its head Viacheslav Ovcharenko, a native of Yenakiyeve, 
the president’s hometown. 

Reacting to the CEC and court appointments, Petro 
Leshchuk, a political science lecturer at Taras Shevchenko 
National University in Kyiv, commented: “These people 
proved their devotion to not just anyone, but to 
Yanukovych personally. Okhendovskyi defended him in the 
turbulent days of the winter of 2004, while Ovcharenko 
‘lost’ the case materials of the president’s ‘complicated 
youth.’ These are his people. Only he could have given the 
command to appoint them.” The reference to “complicated 
youth” was about Mr. Yanukovych’s two criminal convic-
tions: one at age 17 for theft and the second at age 19 for 
inflicting bodily injury.

If the growing influence of the “the family” wasn’t bad 
enough, in June readers of The Ukrainian Weekly learned 
that Ukraine’s leaders were using thugs to do their dirty 
work. President Yanukovych and the Party of Regions used 
Adidas-clad “gopniki” to intimidate political opponents. 
Some gopniki (a Russian word used to denote impover-
ished, often criminal, elements of society) are well-trained 
athletes, or “sportsmeny,” while others are bony alcoholics, 
reported Zenon Zawada. 

Oligarchs often hire thugs with tainted pasts to serve as 
their bodyguards or to carry out violent raids on targeted 
properties. However, the Yanukovych administration gave 

gopniki new opportunities, putting their “talents” to use in 
persecuting the political opposition, usually with violence. 
Law enforcement organs also used gopniki-sportsmeny to 
assist them. For example, during the April 15 protests at 
Mr. Yanukovych’s grandiose Mezhyhiria residence – which 
has come to symbolize the corruption of his regime – the 
police dressed recruits in black uniforms without any iden-
tifying badges to push about 50 protesters far from 
Mezhyhiria’s gates, before Berkut special forces flew in to 
encircle them. 

Hiring thugs is useful because they shift the responsibili-
ty for violence against the public away from the govern-
ment, said Dr. Alexander Motyl, a professor of political sci-
ence at Rutgers University-Newark and a Ukraine expert. 
“The dictatorial state always claims to be fulfilling the ‘real’ 
wishes of the people,” he told The Weekly, referring to such 
governments in general. “To use the police against the peo-
ple would undermine the legitimacy of the state needlessly, 
as one can draw on thugs to do the dirty work.”

Developments in Gongadze case

Meanwhile, there were developments in the murder 
case of journalist Heorhii Gongadze as a former police offi-
cer, Oleksii Pukach, was sentenced to life in prison on 
January 30 – more than 12 years after the journalist’s kill-
ing. The Kyiv district court that heard the case for about a 
year and a half reached the conclusion that it was Lt. Gen. 
Pukach who wrapped and tightened a belt around 
Gongadze’s throat like a noose, while ordering another offi-
cer to kick him in the stomach until he stopped breathing.

When asked whether he agreed with the verdict, Mr. 
Pukach dropped a bombshell on the courtroom, declaring 
that former President Leonid Kuchma and former 
Verkhovna Rada Chair Volodymyr Lytvyn were involved in 
ordering Gongadze’s murder. “I will agree with it when 
Kuchma and Lytvyn will be with me together in this cage,” 
Mr. Pukach blurted out. Indeed, news reports said Mr. 
Pukach had identified Messrs. Kuchma and Lytvyn in court 
testimony from 2011 as having ordered the murder.

The Tymoshenko case

For Yulia Tymoshenko, the year began with a statement 
from the Procurator General’s Office that she could face life 
imprisonment for her alleged role in the murder of a law-
maker 16 years earlier. On January 18 Ms. Tymoshenko was 
notified that she was suspected of having ordered the killing 
of businessman and legislator Yevhen Shcherban; 
Procurator General Viktor Pshonka said investigators had 
found enough evidence that Ms. Tymoshenko, together with 
former Ukrainian Prime Minister Pavlo Lazarenko, had 
ordered Shcherban’s slaying. Ms. Tymoshenko’s lawyer 
Serhiy Vlasenko rejected the new accusations as absurd. 

Less than two months later, on March 6, came a Kyiv 
court ruling that stripped Mr. Vlasenko of his national dep-
uty’s mandate. The Kyiv Higher Administrative Court ruled 
that Mr. Vlasenko violated the law by moonlighting as Ms. 
Tymoshenko’s defense attorney while at the same time 
serving as a national deputy in Parliament. As his defense, 
Mr. Vlasenko cited a legal technicality, stating that he’d 
been defending Ms. Tymoshenko as a civic defender, not as 
an attorney, which anyone can do. Mr. Vlasenko said it was 

In Ukraine: movement
toward and away from EU

The standoff between protesters and Berkut in the center of Kyiv on the night of December 10-11.
Taras Khimchak/Euromaidan Journalist Collective
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likely he would be arrested now that his legal immunity 
was gone. U.S. and European officials said the action taken 
against Mr. Vlasenko was yet another example of politically 
motivated prosecutions of opposition leaders.

Ms. Tymoshenko’s daughter, Eugenia, told RFE/RL on 
August 2 that her mother needed immediate surgery and 
“such treatment can only be conducted by independent 
doctors outside Ukraine.” In June, a group of German physi-
cians had examined Ms. Tymoshenko at a clinic in the east-
ern Ukrainian city of Kharkiv, where she had been under-
going treatment for back pain since May 2012.

Protesters held a rally in Kyiv on August 5 to mark the 
second anniversary of the opposition leader’s arrest. 
Activist Yuriy Bakal said the demonstrators gathered in 
Kyiv to protest Ms. Tymoshenko’s “politically motivated” 
imprisonment. “Some concerned people have gathered 
here – people who, like most people in the country, believe 
that [Tymoshenko] was convicted unjustly,” Mr. Bakal said. 
“Why is she still in prison? Because we don’t live in a demo-
cratic country. All democratic countries have already recog-
nized that her prosecution was politically motivated.” 

Ukrainian lawmaker Mykola Tomenko of the 
Batkivshchyna faction was among the demonstrators on 
August 5. He said, “The opposition’s immediate goal is to 
give Tymoshenko an opportunity to receive medical care 
abroad, particularly in Germany. But our ultimate goal 
remains the same as before: It’s not just Tymoshenko’s 
release from prison, but it is her participation in the next 
presidential election.”

At year’s end, despite all the urgings and pressure of the 
European Union (see subsection “Europe or Russia?”), the 
United States and other international actors, Ms. Tymoshenko 
remained in the Kachanivska prison in Kharkiv.

Putin’s designs on Ukraine

Throughout the year, Vladimir Putin and company were 
making clear their designs on Ukraine. In July, when 
Ukraine was celebrating the 1,025th anniversary of the 
baptism of Kyivan Rus’, the Russian president visited Kyiv 
on July 27 for the ceremonies there and Sevastopol on July 
28, purportedly for Naval Fleet Day. In between all the cere-
monies, however, Mr. Putin took up the task of appealing to 
Ukrainians – both government officials and the public – to 
abandon the European Union. He used economic argu-
ments, as well as the standard lines offered up by Russians 
such as “friendship between Slavic brotherly nations.” 
Speaking at the military ceremony in Crimea, he said: 
“Today all of you are marching in the military parade in a 
single uniform, signifying strength and devotion to the 
principles of our ancestors, who lived together for centu-
ries, worked and defended a common homeland, having 
made it mighty, great and undefeatable.” 

Celebrations of the 1,025th anniversary of the 
Christianization of Kyivan Rus’ by Grand Prince Volodymyr 
were ostensibly a religious affair, but it was even more of 
an occasion for Russian leaders – both political and ecclesi-
astical – to promote their concept of the “Russkii Mir,” or 
“Russian World.” Part of that worldview, of course, is that 
Ukraine belongs in that “world” and must be brought back 
into the fold. 

President Putin repeatedly cited what he called the 
“spiritual unity” and “common roots” of the Ukrainian and 
Russian nations, at one point stating: “We are all spiritual 
heirs of what happened here 1,025 years ago. And in this 
sense we are, without a doubt, one people.” And, the 
Russian leader argued that Ukraine should reconsider 
entering into the EU Association Agreement and opt for the 
Eurasian Union instead – a move he claimed would be 
more beneficial to Ukraine. 

Patriarch Kirill of the Russian Orthodox Church, mean-
while, spoke of the concept of “Holy Rus” – Russia, Ukraine 
and Belarus united under one faith. (It is important to 
recall here that the Ukrainian Orthodox Church – Moscow 
Patriarchate is one of the largest constituent parts of the 
ROC; thus, the Moscow patriarch is keenly interested in 
keeping the UOC-MP under his control, especially as other 
Ukrainian Orthodox Churches are independent.) Observers 
noted that the Kyiv trip of the Russian president and the 
Russian patriarch was the latest sign of the deepening ties 
between the state and Church in Russia, as well as their 
shared agenda. 

When that type of “soft” persuasion did not work, just a 
day after Mr. Putin’s trip, Russia announced a ban on all 
chocolate imports made by Ukraine’s biggest confectionary 
producer, Roshen. The owner of Roshen, Petro Poroshenko, 
just happened to be one of the biggest advocates of Ukraine 
signing an Association Agreement with the EU. The ban on 
Roshen – ostensibly due to health concerns about ingredi-
ents in the chocolates – was just one shot fired in the trade 
war between Russia and Ukraine, in which each levied 
import duties on the other’s products. 

In August, the trade war intensified as Russia increased 
its pressure against Ukraine. RFE/RL reported that, at mid-
night on August 13-14, commercial traffic leaving Ukraine 
for Russia ground to a halt. Russian officials began 
demanding that trucks be completely unloaded, inspected 
item by item and then reloaded. They began seizing and 
questioning the authenticity of documentation. According 
to the Ukrainian Employers Union, a trade association that 
represents many of Ukraine’s largest exporters, border offi-
cials said Moscow had declared all goods from Ukraine to 
be “high risk.”

In late November, after Ukraine’s Cabinet of Ministers 
adopted a resolution halting work toward the signing of an 
Association Agreement with the European Union, Vice 
Prime Minister Yurii Boiko described the economic dam-
age inflicted on Ukrainian industry by the Russian trade 
battles initiated in August, which he estimated at $3.75 bil-
lion to $5 billion in lost trade. Russian tactics, he said, 
included, but were not limited to, denying required certifi-
cations for the Customs Union market, rejecting products 
for alleged safety concerns (Roshen sweets), delaying cus-
toms procedures that result in delivery delays and refusing 
to renew customs duty-free agreements (Interpipe pipes). 
Such restricted trade with Russia had caused industrial 
production to fall for four consecutive months, resulting in 
mass layoffs, which Mr. Boiko estimated at 15,000 jobs per 
month. “We almost completed the program of introducing 
European standards, and yet we didn’t get a signal from 
our European partners that the incurred losses will be 
compensated with new markets,” he said. “I underline: we 

didn’t make an issue of a financial aid grant, as Greece did. 
We merely requested a replacement of [lost] trade.” (More 
about Russian pressure on Ukraine appears in the section 
below.)

Europe or Russia?

The question for most of 2013 was would Ukraine sign 
an Association Agreement with the European Union or not. 
It would be, as many analysts characterized it, a civiliza-
tional choice. As the year began, Moscow was becoming 
frustrated with Kyiv seeking to pursue closer ties with 
Europe while simultaneously seeking benefits provided by 
the Russian-controlled Customs Union. A Russian Foreign 
Affairs Ministry official stated on January 1 that Ukraine 
could not have it both ways. 

At about the same time, EU Commissioner for 
Enlargement and European Neighborhood Policy Stefan 
Fule told RFE/RL that Ukraine would have to deliver on 
some issues if the Association Agreement was to become 
reality later in the year. Indeed, on February 7, Mr. Fule vis-
ited Kyiv and set a November deadline for Ukraine to fulfill 
its obligations for signing the EU-Ukraine Association 
Agreement – especially in three key areas: adoption of a 
new election law, judicial reform and elimination of selec-
tive prosecution. “We can’t wait. The window of opportuni-
ty is open now,” he told the Cabinet of Ministers of Ukraine. 
“Because if we, Ukraine and the EU, allow the November 
deadline to pass, there won’t be anything similar. There 
won’t be a December deadline or a January 2014 deadline.” 
If the November deadline was not met, the agreement with 
the EU would be shelved for no earlier than 2016, Mr. Fule 
added. 

On February 25, President Yanukovych traveled to 
Brussels to meet with European Union leaders. The EU 
gave him a list of 11 tasks that he needed to complete by 
mid-May if the Association Agreement was to be signed in 
November. Among the most challenging tasks was the 
release of opposition leaders Yurii Lutsenko and Yulia 
Tymoshenko, seen as prime examples of how Ukraine’s 
leaders meted out “selective justice.” 

Meanwhile, some observers of the political scene said 
President Yanukovych was flirting with Moscow to make 
the EU amenable to more compromises, using a strategy of 
playing the West against Russia that had been employed by 
President Kuchma. In fact, the Yanukovych administration 
appeared to be testing the EU’s patience every step of the 
way.

On March 4, meeting with President Putin in Moscow, 
President Yanukovych seemed to have succeeded in getting 
Russia to back down from its insistence that Ukraine join 
the Customs Union. In recent weeks, Russian officials had 
expressed their willingness to consider other forms of 
cooperation, and the Yanukovych administration appeared 
as close as ever to renting the country’s natural gas transit 
system to the Russians, which some observers warned 
would be the most significant sacrifice of national sover-
eignty to the Russians since the 2010 Kharkiv agreements. 
Soon thereafter there were reports that Kyiv was propos-
ing a plan for “associate membership” in the Customs 
Union for Ukraine and that Mr. Yanukovych had ordered 
the preparation by mid-July of a plan of cooperation with 
the Customs Union.

There were two developments in April in the 
Tymoshenko and Lutsenko cases that affected Ukraine’s 
EU prospects. The European Court of Human Rights con-
cluded on April 30 that Ms. Tymoshenko’s detention before 
and during her trial on abuse of office charges was arbi-
trary and constituted a violation of her rights. And on April 
7, President Yanukovych signed a decree pardoning former 
Internal Affairs Minister Lutsenko after he had served 27 
months of his four-year sentence for abusing his authority. 
Also pardoned was former Environment Minister Heorhii 
Filipchuk.

The pardons were seen as a hopeful sign that perhaps a 
similar resolution could be found in the Tymoshenko case, 
and calls continued for her release, including from the 
Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe, the United 
States and former members of Ukraine’s Parliament. 

European Commissioner Fule wrote on Twitter: “I wel-
come very much President Yanukovych’s decision to pardon 
Lutsenko and Filipchuk. This is the first but important step 
to deal with the problem of selective justice.” Mr. 
Yanukovych released Mr. Lutsenko thanks only to pressure 
from the European Union leadership and the skillful diplo-
macy of former European Parliament President Pat Cox and 
former Polish President Aleksander Kwasniewski, who tire-
lessly negotiated with him. In the view of political commen-
tator Prof. Ihor Losiev of the National University of Kyiv 
Mohyla Academy, Mr. Yanukovych finally released Mr. 
Lutsenko “to throw them a bone and get them off his back.” 

In late April our Kyiv correspondent reported that 

Demonstrators demand freedom for Yulia Tymoshenko during a protest held near the Pechersk Raion Court in 
Kyiv on August 5, marking the second anniversary of her imprisonment.

Vladimir Gontar/UNIAN
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Ukraine was perilously close to missing the EU’s May 15 
deadline. The reality was that pro-EU parliamentary oppo-
sition had blockaded the Parliament instead of working 
with the majority to pass legislation. Opposition deputies 
accused the government of provoking the blockade by fail-
ing to approve elections for the Kyiv City Council and its 
chair (mayor) in June, as required by the Constitution of 
Ukraine. In turn, Prime Minister Azarov accused the oppo-
sition of undermining the Association Agreement. At the 
same time, Party of Regions national deputies were repeat-
edly absent from meetings of the parliamentary Committee 
on Euro-Integration Issues, undermining its quorum. 

Nonetheless, the European Commission, meeting on 
May 15, approved a draft proposal by the EU Council to 
sign the Association Agreement with Ukraine. 

Then, on May 18, the Yanukovych administration once 
again undermined progress toward the EU with its handling 
of a demonstration led by the opposition: rights to freedom 
of assembly were violated, and journalists and protesters 
were attacked in Kyiv during the “Rise Up, Ukraine” initia-
tive. In addition, scores of buses and trains were prevented 
from traveling to Kyiv for the demonstration.

Continuing to play his game of courting both sides, 
President Yanukovych was in the southern Russian city of 
Sochi on May 26 for informal talks with President Putin. 
Mr. Yanukovych arrived for discussions centered on bilater-
al relations within the framework of the Commonwealth of 
Independent States. Both presidents were to attend the 
Eurasian Economic Summit in Astana, Kazakhstan, on May 
28-29. Ukraine was now seeking observer status in the 
Eurasian Customs Union, and Foreign Affairs Minister 
Leonid Kozhara said Ukraine was seeking to join all the 
Customs Union agreements that did not contradict its obli-
gations to the EU.

Just a few days later, on May 31, in Minsk, Prime 
Minister Azarov signed a memorandum with the Moscow-
based Eurasian Economic Commission – the executive 
organ of the Customs Union – that deepened cooperation 
between that supranational structure and the Ukrainian 
government. Its provisions allowed Ukrainian officials to 
attend certain meetings, observe decision-making and 
become familiar with the content of certain rulings, though 
without any voting power. A particularly troubling phrase 
called for officials “to refrain from actions or statements 
against the interests of the Customs Union and the Single 
Economic Space.” 

After the memorandum signing, Russian Prime Minister 
Dmitry Medvedev stressed that the memorandum was 
only the first step toward Ukraine’s integration “We wel-
come this step, but we understand that if our partners 
want to participate in our Eurasian Economic Union, they 
are supposed to approve a whole series of very complex, 
sometimes unpopular decisions. All decisions at that, not 
just part of them.” (The existing Customs Union was sched-
uled to morph into the Eurasian Economic Union by 2015.)

EU leaders said they weren’t aware of the Ukrainian 
government’s plans to sign the memorandum and they 
sent a letter to the Ukrainian government requesting a 
meeting to discuss Ukraine’s obligations to the Customs 
Union. Besides interfering with conditions of the EU 
Association Agreement, critics said the memorandum 
could interfere with Kyiv’s obligations to the World Trade 
Organization, of which Ukraine is a member.

By late-May to mid-June, key leaders of the European 
Union were expressing their lack of confidence that an 
agreement would be signed with Ukraine. Lithuanian 
Foreign Minister Linas Linkevicius said on May 29 that the 
EU leadership would not sign the Association Agreement if it 
had to decide today. Polish Foreign Affairs Minister 
Radoslaw Sikorski said on June 15 at the Wroclaw Global 
Forum: “We offered the Association Agreement to Ukraine, 
but we still don’t know whether it will be signed or if 
Ukraine will be ready for it.” It should be noted that these 
comments came from two of Ukraine’s strongest supporters.

On June 19, President Yanukovych held his first meeting 
with the opposition since the 2012 parliamentary elec-
tions. Only one of the country’s three opposition leaders 
opted to attend the meeting, which also included represen-
tatives of the Party of Regions and the Communist Party. 
Arseniy Yatsenyuk presented a list of demands signed by 
all three opposition factions – Batkivshchyna, which he 
represented; UDAR, headed by Vitali Klitschko; and 
Svoboda, led by Oleh Tiahnybok. Their main demands 
were to arrange for Ms. Tymoshenko’s release and to 
ensure Ukraine’s signing of the EU Association Agreement.

At the end of July, Rikard Jozwiak of RFE/RL rightfully 
noted: “Ukraine is the most unpredictable country of the 
current ex-Soviet aspirants. On one hand, Kyiv has reached 
further than any of the other five in that its Association 
Agreement and DCFTA [Deep and Comprehensive Free 

Trade Agreement] have already been initialed. But ques-
tions remain whether they will be signed at the Vilnius sum-
mit and, even then, whether the text will be ratified by all EU 
member states. EU leaders say they want to see Ukraine 
complete a number of electoral and judicial reforms – espe-
cially to address concerns over selective justice.”

In late August Ukraine’s top leaders seemingly eliminat-
ed any doubt that they supported signing an agreement 
with the EU. As they did so, they faced not only ever-
increasing pressure tactics from Russia, but mounting 
opposition at home. In an August 29 interview with TV 
journalists, President Yanukovych said: “The autumn of 
this year will finalize everything,” he said, as reported by 
the presidential website. “We will fulfill all the conditions, 
of that I don’t have any doubt. I don’t see any obstacles 
today to signing this document. Therefore, I’m hoping the 
time will come and the decision will be made.” A day earli-
er, opening the weekly meeting of the Cabinet of Ministers, 
Mr. Azarov stated: “After signing the Association 
Agreement with the EU, Ukraine will create a free trade 
zone with the EU,” he said. “That has to be accepted as real-
ity.” Both leaders offered assurances that Ukraine would 
maintain close economic ties with Russia. 

The Communist Party reacted strongly, with Chairman 
Petro Symonenko saying, “I want to warn you again that 
you are committing a crime.” Speaking in Parliament on 
September 3, he argued: “You will completely destroy the 
economic sovereignty of our state. …You will be transport-
ing products from Europe at zero tariffs, but the Ukrainian 
producer will be transporting at those [prices] that he had 
been selling them for. Well, why are you making fools out of 
the Ukrainian people? Control all these issues first, protect 
the Ukrainian producer, and then talk about European val-
ues.” The Communist Party said it would begin collecting 
signatures to hold a referendum on the Customs Union. 
Additionally, a handful of Party of Regions national depu-
ties declared they wouldn’t support the Association 
Agreement, also raising the possibility of forming a parlia-
mentary group for the Customs Union.

On September 18, the Cabinet unanimously approved 
the draft of an Association Agreement with the European 
Union. According to RFE/ERL, the head of the EU delegation 
in Ukraine, Jan Tombinski, told reporters in Kyiv that the 
agreement’s approval represented an “important step” by 
the Ukrainian government and that its signing at a summit 
in Vilnius in November “will be a joint success of all citizens 
of Ukraine and the EU.” On Twitter, EU Enlargement 
Commissioner Fule called the move “clear proof” of Kyiv’s 
“European choice.” Prime Minister Azarov said the agree-
ment raised the prospect of “a European quality of life” for 
Ukraine. He said Kyiv would meet the criteria for democrat-
ic progress laid down by the EU as preconditions for signing 
the document. However, he said not a word about the 
Tymoshenko matter, which remained a huge sticking point 
as far as the EU was concerned.

Once again, just as things appeared to be moving in the 
right direction, on September 25 came a report that the EU 
had set, then reset, the deadline for approval of an 
Association Agreement with Ukraine. November 18 was 

now the day when the EU Foreign Affairs Council would 
meet to decide on whether the European Union should 
sign an Association Agreement with Ukraine, reported 
European Member of Parliament Pawel Zalewski. That was 
just 10 days before the Vilnius summit. The postponement 
of the deadline meant the EU and Kyiv had not reached a 
compromise on the Tymoshenko case. But, it was also a 
signal – yet another one – to Ukraine that the EU was ready 
to remain flexible and that Kyiv could choose the path in 
resolving this issue. There were indications also that the 
EU would be willing to sign the agreement even if the 
opposition leader was not released, perhaps if there was at 
least some movement toward that happening.

Striking an urgent tone in his speech at the Yalta 
European Strategy conference on September 21, former 
Polish President Kwasniewski pointed to the solution pro-
posed months ago by him and former European 
Parliament President Cox who had made 21 visits to 
Ukraine, totaling 90 days, since launching their diplomatic 
mission in June 2012. “Tymoshenko is sick. She needs an 
operation, afterwards therapy, afterwards rehabilitation,” 
Mr. Kwasniewski said. “We hope that she will go abroad,” 
he added, stressing that Ms. Tymoshenko doesn’t trust 
Ukrainian doctors to treat her. “We hope the Ukrainian gov-
ernment accepts the proposal that was prepared many 
months ago.”

As of the end of October, the EU and Kyiv remained 
deadlocked on the Tymoshenko issue. Mr. Yanukovych was 
still rejecting the EU’s proposal that he issue a pardon to 
Ms. Tymoshenko, which would allow her to be active in the 
2015 presidential campaign, but would not permit her to 
run. Meanwhile, the EU offered another solution in an 
October 4 letter to the Ukrainian president, suggesting an 
amnesty for the opposition leader “out of concern for her 
medical care and humanitarian grounds.” On October 15, 
Mr. Kwasniewski went as far as to suggest a “partial par-
don,” whereby her prison sentence would be reduced from 
seven years to two, meaning the time she had already 
served. But Mr. Yanukovych continued to insist that 
Ukrainian law does not allow him to grant a pardon. He did 
appear to be open to compromise when he said on October 
17 that, if the Verkhovna Rada was to pass a law ensuring 
Ms. Tymoshenko’s release, he would sign it.

Polish Foreign Affairs Minister Sikorski confirmed that 
the foreign affairs ministers of the Netherlands, Great 
Britain and Sweden would vote against signing the 
Association Agreement if Ms. Tymoshenko wasn’t released. 
“Very little time is left and the risk of not signing is very 
large,” Mr. Sikorski said at a press conference on October 22 
in Kyiv after meeting with Mr. Yanukovych. “There’s no 
more time for bluffing. There’s time left for actions.” 

As the date of the Vilnius summit drew ever nearer, the 
Party of Regions was undermining the chances for the 
Association Agreement’s signing. Rather than work on a 
compromise, the Party of Regions parliamentary faction 
was avoiding meetings and upping the ante, ignoring big 
concessions offered by the EU and the imprisoned Ms. 
Tymoshenko. Both the EU and the former prime minister 
voiced support for a bill submitted in Parliament by inde-

Former Polish President Aleksander Kwasniewski 
(left) and former European Parliament Chair Pat Cox, 
leaders of the EU’s diplomatic mission to Ukraine, at 
the November 13 extraplenary session of the 

Verkhovna Rada.

A view of the May 18 demonstration in Kyiv held by 
opposition forces as part of the “Rise Up, Ukraine!” 

initiative.

Vladimir Gontar/UNIAN
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pendent National Deputy Anzhelika Labunska which 
would give prisoners the right to seek medical treatment 
abroad if they spent at least a year of uninterrupted treat-
ment that didn’t result in a full recovery. Upon ruling on a 
convict’s treatment abroad, a judge would also have to rule 
on whether to grant the convict freedom, which wouldn’t 
require overturning the conviction. Freedom could be 
granted if a convict was determined to be in ill health. At 
the same time, the Ukrainian government filed criminal 
complaints against Ms. Tymoshenko in American and 
Swiss courts. 

Meanwhile, President Yanukovych met with Russian 
President Vladimir Putin for five hours on October 27 in 
the resort city of Sochi, reportedly to hear the Kremlin’s 
last-minute pitch for Kyiv to drop the EU.

On November 13, the EU leadership decided to post-
pone the singing of the Association Agreement until “the 
last seconds before” the Eastern Partnership Summit 
scheduled for Vilnius on November 28-29, said Pawel 
Kowal, chair of the EU-Ukraine Parliamentary Cooperation 
Committee in the European Parliament. Until that time, the 
EU diplomatic mission of Messrs. Kwasniewski and Cox 
was to continue working on a compromise in the 
Tymoshenko case. “The likelihood of signing the agree-
ment is less than 50 percent,” commented Volodymyr 
Fesenko, board chairman of the Penta Center for Applied 
Political Research in Kyiv. 

Meanwhile, foreign affairs ministers of EU countries on 
November 18 issued an appeal to President Yanukovych to 
take action in the Tymoshenko matter. German Foreign 
Affairs Minister Guido Westerwelle issued an urgent 
appeal to Ukraine to act. “We want Ukraine to orientate 
itself toward the EU, but the conditions have to be right,” he 
said. “That is, above all, the rule of law and for that the 
Tymoshenko case surely has a particular significance. I 
urgently call on Ukraine to act and to unify in a practicable 
way toward the rule of law, and not play for time. The clock 
is ticking, time is running out, and everyone in Ukraine 
should be aware of this.” Lithuanian Foreign Affairs 
Minister Linkevicius, whose country held the rotating pres-
idency of the EU, indicated that Mr. Yanukovych had to 
show decisiveness and said that the “moment of truth” had 
arrived for Ukraine.

On November 21, Mr. Kwasniewski said it was over: Kyiv 
would not sign the AA in Vilnius. The Ukrainian government 
had decided to suspend preparations for the deal with the 
EU, purportedly due to concerns about “national security.” A 
government statement said the process was halted in order 
to fully analyze the impact of the planned agreement on 
industrial production and trade with Russia. At the same 
time, the government proposed setting up a tripartite com-
mission on trade to include Ukraine, the EU and Russia.

The resolution was not submitted to the European 
Union (EU) as the Ukrainian government’s official position 
and therefore lacked any international standing, leaving 
the door open for a final decision from Mr. Yanukovych, 
who as Ukraine’s president was designated as the final 
authority on the country’s foreign policy decisions. 
“Ukraine has gone and will continue to go on the path of 
Euro-integration,” the president said during a working visit 
to Vienna on November 21. Opposition leaders called for 

the resignation of Prime Minister Azarov and his Cabinet 
and President Yanukovych’s impeachment should he fail to 
sign the agreement in Vilnius. In that event, they also asked 
the EU leadership to impose sanctions on the members of 
his administration. “We are tired of betrayals, disappoint-
ments, poverty and lawlessness,” declared Oleksander 
Turchynov, the close political confidante of imprisoned for-
mer Prime Minister Tymoshenko. “We want to live in a 
normal, civilized European state where there’s freedom of 
speech, respect for people and their rights, where everyone 
is equal before the law.”

Catherine Ashton, the European Union’s high representa-
tive for foreign affairs and security policy, issued a state-
ment in Brussels on November 21: “…This is a disappoint-
ment not just for the EU but, we believe, for the people of 
Ukraine. The reforms adopted over the last months have 
been far-reaching. The signing of the most ambitious agree-
ment the EU has ever offered to a partner country would 
have further enhanced the reform course of Ukraine and 
sent a clear signal to investors worldwide, as well as to 
international financial institutions that Ukraine is serious 
about its modernization pledge and becoming a predictable 
and reliable interlocutor for international markets. ...We 
believe that the future for Ukraine lies in a strong relation-
ship with the EU, and we stand firm in our commitment to 
the people of Ukraine who would have been the main bene-
ficiaries of the agreement through the enhanced freedom 
and prosperity the agreement would have brought about.”

Plans for halting the agreement were reached together 
with Russian officials and in advance of the November 21 
resolution, it was learned. Mr. Yanukovych had held two 
confidential meetings with Mr. Putin, on October 27 and 
November 9, the details of which were unknown. Mr. 
Azarov had met with Russian Prime Minister Medvedev on 
November 20, though officials denied they had reached any 
agreement.

The Euro-Maidan

The Cabinet resolution adopted on November 21 ignited 
the largest mass demonstration in Kyiv since the Orange 
Revolution of 2004, drawing between 100,000 and 
200,000 Ukrainians on November 24 to Kyiv’s European 
Square to demand the resolution’s cancellation and the 
Association Agreement’s signing by Mr. Yanukovych. There 
was still some small measure of hope, as EU Enlargement 
Commissioner Fule said the discussion was ongoing.

Ukraine’s capital erupted in the biggest social unrest 
since the country regained its independence in 1991 after 
police on November 30 brutally beat and arrested protest-
ers peacefully demonstrating against President 
Yanukovych’s ultimate decision not to sign the Ukraine-
European Union Association Agreement at the Eastern 
Partnership Summit in Vilnius. The next day, the protest 
swelled in the number of participants – estimates ranged 
from 200,000 to 1 million – and the level of outrage over the 
police’s excessive use of force. Conflicts exploded through-
out Kyiv between protesters and police, injuring hundreds. 
Opposition forces took control of several strategic sites in 
central Kyiv, including Independence Square (the maidan), 
the adjacent Trade Union Building and the Kyiv City Council.

As our editorial of December 8 pointed out: The current 

battle in Ukraine is no longer just about signing the 
Association Agreement – a prospect that may be lost for 
years. It’s about removing a band of criminals who have 
violated previous commitments to Euro-integration, 
brought the economy to the brink of collapse with their 
rampant theft and corruption, played a divide-and-conquer 
game with their own people by exacerbating cultural 
divides, and ruined the delicate structures of rule of law 
and checks and balances in government. … it’s for the gov-
ernment (and its police) to respect people’s rights and dig-
nity, a key foundation of Western civilization.”

As hundreds of thousands of Ukrainians rallied in cen-
tral Kyiv for the third week of the Euro-Maidan, they resist-
ed forceful attempts by police to clear them from key occu-
pied sites, including the Kyiv City Council building, where 
protesters pushed away buses, and the perimeter of 
Independence Square, the site of a nightlong struggle on 
December 10-11 with Berkut special forces. The 
Yanukovych administration ordered the raids – which 
failed to remove protesters from these two key sites – to 
prepare for signing an agreement with the Russian govern-
ment that many feared would commit Kyiv to joining the 
Moscow-led Customs Union.

On December 17, the agreement with Russia came to be. 
President Yanukovych that day signed a series of docu-
ments with the Russian government and its natural gas 
monopoly, Gazprom, that will bind Ukraine’s economy and 
politics to Russia and close the door to an Association 
Agreement with the European Union for at least the next 
two years. The key agreements consist of a conditional 
reduction in prices for Russian gas by a third (subject to a 
quarterly review) and a loan of $15 billion, in the form of 
periodic $3 billion purchases of two-year bonds, at an 
annual interest rate of 5 percent (amounting to a total 
interest payment of $1.5 billion). The December 17 agree-
ments saved the Ukrainian economy from “bankruptcy and 
social collapse,” Mr. Azarov told the Cabinet the next day. 
What was not known is the concessions Mr. Yanukovych 
surrendered in Moscow to get these conditions, fueling 
speculation that they were significant: either requirements 
to buy more Russian gas, a stake in Ukraine’s state-owned 
gas transit system or, what’s most feared, commitments to 
join the Eurasian Economic Union to be launched in 2015.

The Euro-Maidan protests continued and plans were 
made for the long term. A new political movement called 
“Maidan” was formed in an effort to consolidate actions 
and activists nationwide.

Then, on the night of December 24-25, a young activist 
and journalist, Tetiana Chornovol, who had written exten-
sively about the opaque schemes of Ukraine’s politicians, 
was savagely beaten after her car was pursued and run off 
the road outside of Kyiv by an SUV. That same night, the 
leader of the Kharkiv Euro-Maidan, Dmytro Pylypets, was 
stabbed 12 times. And these were just two of the most hei-
nous attacks on opposition activists that were taking place 
in various venues throughout the country. 

The Chornovol attack prompted a new wave of outrage 
that  rejuvenated the Euro-Maidan protests . 
Demonstrators gathered outside the Internal Affairs 
Ministry beginning on December 25 to demand the resig-
nation of Minister Zakharchenko. An Auto-Maidan protest 
on December 29 took nearly 1,000 cars and buses from 
Kyiv to Mr. Yanukovych’s palatial Mezhyhiria estate. 
Similar protests were being organized near the residences 
of other political leaders.

On New Year’s Eve, tens of thousands – 200,000 accord-
ing to some estimates – gathered on Kyiv’s Independence 
Square to sing the Ukrainian national anthem en masse and 
to welcome the arrival of 2014, as well as to demonstrate 
their continued hope for a Ukraine that would assume its 
rightful place in Europe. Thus, at year’s end, the Euro-
Maidan was demonstrating to the world the Ukrainian peo-
ple’s, if not the Ukrainian leaders’, civilizational choice.

Looking ahead to 2015 election

The results of a poll conducted between March 5 and 13 
by the Democratic Initiatives Foundation and the Kyiv 
International Institute of Sociology indicated that the most 
popular opposition leader in Ukraine was now Vitali 
Klitschko, leader of the Ukrainian Democratic Alliance for 
Reform (UDAR). Yulia Tymoshenko was the second most 
popular and Arseniy Yatsenyuk came in third. Asked whom 
they would vote for if pre-term elections were held today, 
21 percent said they would choose Yanukovych; 14 percent 
– Mr. Klitschko; 11 percent – Ms. Tymoshenko and 7.1 per-
cent – Mr. Yatsenyuk.

On June 15, Mr. Yatsenyuk led the party that he founded, 
the Front for Change, in merging with the Batkivshchyna 
Party founded by Ms. Tymoshenko. The merger took place 

Detail of a section of the barricades erected around the Euro-Maidan, this one showing the names of cities and 
towns represented among the demonstrators. The photo above was posted on December 22.
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protecting human rights and fundamental freedoms. Mr. 
Kozhara reiterated those priorities when he addressed the 
OSCE Permanent Council on January 17 in Vienna. As the 
year and Mr. Kozhara’s term came to a close, what was 
most disconcerting was that Ukraine in 2013 had failed to 
live up to OSCE principles.

• On February 5, opposition lawmakers in the 
Verkhovna Rada began a protest, physically blocking the 
Parliament rostrum, in order to demand a halt to what has 
become known as “piano voting,” whereby national depu-
ties present in the chamber press the electronic voting but-
tons for absentee colleagues, RFE/RL reported. 

• On March 2, more than 500 citizens gathered at the 
Hostynnyi Dvir (Hospitable Court), a historic building in 
the Podil district of Kyiv, to protests its secret takeover by 
an unknown developer who was widely believed to have 
ties to the Yanukovych family. It was yet another expression 
of outrage on the part of the public over the destruction of 
historical structures and landscapes in the Ukrainian capi-
tal. Historic preservation proponents were irate that devel-
opers are replacing Podil’s classical architecture – with its 
aesthetic appeal and accessibility to the public – with glass-
encased structures and overpriced shopping malls.

• In March and April, opposition leaders held rallies 
throughout Ukraine under the banner “Rise Up, Ukraine!” 
However, the action failed to attract broad support, as 
most Ukrainian citizens, while they oppose the current 
government, were not willing to do much to support the 
opposition other than cast their ballots. “We’re told the 
opposition is weak, it can’t bring people to the streets. But 
it’s not the opposition that’s weak – it’s the people not 
coming out,” Batkivshchyna Party Chair Arseniy Yatsenyuk 
said in an interview published by Korrespondent maga-
zine in late January. “If the people are satisfied, and the 
opposition is dissatisfied, that means the moment hasn’t 
arrived yet. But it will absolutely come.” 

However, observers noted that recent political failures 
had given the public little reason to support the opposition. 
One example was the failure on April 19 to oust Prime 
Minister Azarov. The parliamentary vote fell 36 votes short 
of the simple majority required, but key opposition depu-
ties of both the Batkivshchyna and UDAR parties did not 
vote, and some did not even show up. “There are several 
reasons why people don’t trust the opposition,” said Petro 
Oleshchuk, a political science lecturer at Shevchenko 
National University in Kyiv. “It doesn’t offer new faces and 
new ideas; it’s identified with the Orange era and, there-
fore, quarreling and unfulfilled promises; it doesn’t show 
how its actions specifically can help the average citizen; it 
doesn’t demonstrate a readiness to go to the full extent in 
defending its ideas and it has a distinct image of ‘losers.’ “

• According to official statistics reported in May, 2.7 mil-
lion citizens have left the country since Ukraine’s indepen-
dence. Olena Malynovska, chief researcher at the National 
Institute for Strategic Studies, explained that of that num-
ber about 2 million moved to the CIS countries and more 
than 700,000 to the rest of the world. The primary reason 
for the migration of Ukrainians, she said, is economic insta-
bility. “In 2010, the average salary in Ukraine amounted to 
4 percent of the salary in Germany, 6 percent in Italy, 7 per-
cent in Spain, and 20 percent in Poland and Russia. These 
data do not require any comments,” she noted. 

Members of UDAR block the rostrum in the Verkhovna Rada on February 6 to protest “piano voting.”
Aleksandr Sinitsa/UNIAN
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at a ceremonial congress on St. Michael’s Square in Kyiv. 
Among the merger’s goals was to consolidate Ukraine’s 
pro-Western opposition for the 2015 presidential election. 
Mr. Yatsenyuk was also aiming to strengthen 
Batkivshchyna to bolster his resources for his campaign, in 
which he will compete with not only President 
Yanukovych, but possibly other opposition candidates. 

Olexiy Haran, a political science professor at the 
National University of Kyiv Mohyla Academy, said the 
Presidential Administration was seeking to undermine the 
merger and discredit its leaders. “Bankova Street’s line of 
attack is targeted against Yatsenyuk and Batkivshchyna,” he 
said. “Bankova’s idea is to first finish off Batkivshchyna, and 
then shift the attack against UDAR.” Batkivshchyna was the 
leading opposition party in Ukraine with 18.4 percent sup-
port, followed by UDAR at 15.5 percent, according to an 
April poll conducted by the Razumkov Center.

On October 24, the Party of Regions made clear its intent 
to undermine Mr. Klitschko, who according to various polls, 
was seen as the top challenger to Mr. Yanukovych in the 
2015 presidential elections. On that day the Verkhovna Rada 
approved two riders to legislation that would deny residen-
cy status to Ukrainian citizens who are permanent residents, 
or taxpayers, in foreign countries. A few hours after the 
deeply tucked riders were revealed, the UDAR leader called 
it a step towards undermining his candidacy given his 
13-year residency in Germany. “I want to state that I won’t 
be intimidated or stopped by this,” Mr. Klitschko declared 
from the parliamentary rostrum. “And to put an end to all 
kinds of attempts to deal with me as a possible candidate, I 
want to state – I am competing for the presidency.” 

The “Klitschko riders” were the first gambit in what’s 
expected to be an extended, intense campaign by the 
Yanukovych administration to place obstacles in Mr. 
Klitschko’s path to the presidency. Another goal is to stir 
conflict within the fractious opposition, observers said. “I 
think these are types of behind-the-scenes parliamentary 
games,” said Volodymyr Fesenko, board chairman of the 
Penta Center for Applied Political Research in Kyiv. “They 
are probably oriented towards causing conflict within the 
opposition rather than truly banning Klitschko from partic-
ipating in the elections.” 

At year’s end, the results of yet another poll, this one 
conducted jointly on December 20-24 by Democratic 
Initiatives and Razumkov, revealed that if the presidential 
elections were held now and a run-off was required 
between the top two vote-getters, Mr. Yanukovych would 
lose in the second round to Ms. Tymoshenko, Mr. Yatsenyuk, 
Mr. Klitschko or Mr. Poroshenko, but not to Mr. Tiahnybok. 
The president would fare the worst against Mr. Klitschko, 
with 40.7 percent voting for the UDAR leader and only 30.5 
percent for the incumbent. 

Other developments

• In 2013, Ukraine took over the rotating chairmanship 
of the Organization for Security and Cooperation in 
Europe. As he took over the OSCE leadership post on 
January 1, Ukraine’s Foreign Affairs Minister Leonid 
Kozhara said Ukraine would seek to make progress on 
resolving protracted conflicts, strengthening conventional 
arms control, combating human trafficking, reducing the 
environmental impact of energy-related activities and 

The year 2013 brought the Ukrainian diaspora 
together on numerous occasions; most recently, to 
stand in solidarity with Ukrainians protesting at the 

Euro-Maidan in Kyiv beginning in November. Euro-Maidan 
actions sprang up spontaneously around the globe in plac-
es such as Stockholm, Rome, Frankfurt, London, Oslo, 
Paris, Munich, Hamburg, Brussels, as well as in cities in 
Spain, Portugal, Australia, Moldova, Georgia, Poland, the 
Baltic states and, of course, numerous cities across Canada 
and the United States. According to various media sources, 
such protests took place in about 50 cities.

The Ukrainian Weekly was flooded with reactions in 
November in response to the Ukrainian government’s 
decision to stop working on the EU Association 
Agreement. 

The Association of Ukrainians in Great Britain stated: 
“The decision is a betrayal of European aspirations of the 
majority of Ukrainian people. “ The Ukrainian Congress 
Committee (UCCA) wrote: “The UCCA is deeply concerned 
with the future trajectory of Ukraine and it not being 
aligned with European values.” The Ukrainian Canadian 
Congress (UCC) stated: “This unilateral decision by the 
government of Ukraine does not conform to the European 
hopes and aspirations of the Ukrainian people, puts a stop 
to reform and the path of European integration and the 
modernization of the Ukrainian economy to put it in line 
with international standards.” The Australian Federation 
of Ukrainian organizations responded to the decision by 
stating, “President Yanukovych had the opportunity to 
make history and bring Ukraine into Europe. Instead, he 
has de facto approved the current situation in Ukraine of 
denial of human and cultural rights, and endemic corrup-
tion.” 

On November 30, The Weekly again shared statements 
from many diaspora organizations speaking out against 
violence against the peaceful protesters of Euro-Maidan in 
Kyiv. Among the statements, the World Federation of 
Ukrainian Women’s Organizations (WFUWO) expressed 
outrage regarding “the numerous acts of violence on the 
part of law enforcement against the youth, students and 
participants of the peaceful protest, including a beating of 
more than 40 Ukrainian and foreign journalists.” The 
Ukrainian American Bar Association called upon the 
Ukrainian legal community, especially the judiciary, “to 
stand straight and reaffirm their allegiance to the 
Ukrainian nation and the principle of the rule of law and 
justice.” The Council of Bishops from the Ukrainian 
Orthodox Church wrote, “The authorities must respect the 
protesters who have simply exercised their political and 
constitutional – and most importantly – God-given rights 
to peacefully gather in protest and demonstration.” And 
finally, the Ukrainian National Association stated, “We ask 
the American government to support the democratic 
movement in Ukraine and ask that the U.S. impose target-
ed economic sanctions, including the freezing of assets 
and restrictions on visas against those individuals respon-
sible for human rights abuses in Ukraine.”

From the beginning of 2013 the Ukrainian World 
Congress (UWC) had been particularly active on the issue 
of Euro-integration for Ukraine. The UWC is the interna-
tional coordinating body for Ukrainian communities in the 
diaspora representing the interests of over 20 million 
Ukrainians in 33 countries. This year its president, Eugene 
Czolij, traveled to multiple countries to discuss issues fac-
ing Ukraine today. Among his stops were Germany, 
Poland, Estonia, Lithuania, Italy and France. In late 
February, Mr. Czolij traveled to Belgium to meet with high-
ranking officials of the European Union (EU) to discuss the 
importance of signing the EU-Ukraine Association 
Agreement. There the EU officials expressed their support 
for Ukraine’s Euro-integration, stressing, however, that 
Ukraine’s authorities must take concrete steps to similarly 
demonstrate their commitment to the EU.

In early March, Mr. Czolij visited the U.S. capital to meet 
with U.S. officials, diplomats of several countries and rep-
resentatives of American analytical institutions to discuss 
the issues of Ukraine’s democratization and 
Europeanization, underscoring their importance to Kyiv 
as well as to the strategic interests of both Europe and the 
United States. Mr. Czolij stressed that the EU Association 
Agreement would provide a stimulus for democratic, 
social and economic progress in Ukraine. At the same 

Ukrainian diaspora:
all eyes on Ukraine
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time, it would prevent Ukraine from being pulled into the 
Eurasian Union, which poses the threat of creating a new 
Soviet Union. 

In May, The Weekly reported on the UWC’s selection of 
a logo for the 80th anniversary commemorations of the 
Holodomor. Created by Oleh Lesiuk, a Canadian artist of 
Ukrainian descent, the logo depicted five stalks of wheat 
delicately bound with a black ribbon. The wheat serves as 
a reminder of the devastation perpetrated by the totalitar-
ian Soviet regime and symbolizes Ukraine’s determination 
in the struggle to live and prosper. 

In June, Mr. Czolij spoke at a community meeting at the 
Ukrainian Youth Center in Montreal. The focus of his 
address was once again the significance of Ukraine’s Euro-
integration in securing Ukraine’s independence. On June 
22, the UWC president touched on these same issues at a 
National Leadership Reception sponsored by the 
Ukrainian Canadian Congress in Vancouver, British 
Columbia.

One of the highlights of the year for the UWC was the 
10th Ukrainian World Congress held in Lviv on August 
20-22 with 208 delegates representing 27 countries par-
ticipating in its deliberations. The delegates were joined 
by 350 guests who traveled from around the world, as 
well as all regions of Ukraine, to observe the congress pro-
ceedings. The UWC’s motto this year was “Contra Spem 
Spero.” (Hope against Hope) These words, penned by the 
renowned Ukrainian poet Lesia Ukrainka, symbolized the 
faith of the 20-million-strong diaspora in Ukraine’s better 
future despite the many challenges ahead. 

The 10th Ukrainian World Congress was dedicated to 
the memory of the victims of the Holodomor and began 
with a procession and memorial service at the Taras 
Shevchenko monument in the city’s main square. 
Representatives of Ukraine’s governing authorities and 
leaders of the opposition, most notably, Vitali Klitschko, 
Arseniy Yatsenyuk, Yuriy Lutsenko and Oleh Tiahnybok 
were present at the congress. Vice Prime Minister 
Oleksander Vilkul and Verkhovna Rada Vice-Chairman 
Ruslan Koshulynskyi represented the government of 
Ukraine at the opening session. 

The congress also received a special message from 
imprisoned opposition leader Yulia Tymoshenko, in which 
she wrote: “Right now there is no greater priority than the 
signing of an agreement between Ukraine and the 
European Union on political association and a compre-
hensive free trade area. For me this isn’t a matter of my 
liberty or imprisonment, it’s a matter of the existence of 
our country, because joining the European Union will 
guarantee our independence and protect Ukraine from 
returning to a new empire.” 

A few days after the UWC sessions, newly re-elected Mr. 
Czolij met with President Viktor Yanukovych. The 
Ukrainian president commented, “It is very important that 

foreign Ukrainians united in the [Ukrainian World] 
Congress have an opportunity not only to experience the 
situation in Ukraine, but also to have certain influence.”

The year was also action-packed for the World 
Federation of Ukrainian Women’s Organizations. On March 
4 a delegation of 14 women from WFUWO, led by its presi-
dent, Orysia Sushko, attended the 57th session of the 
Commission on the Status of Women (CSW) at the United 
Nations headquarters in New York. The organizing theme 
for this year’s session was “The prevention and elimination 
of all forms of violence against women and girls.”

The mission of the WFUWO is to support the dignity 
and integrity of women of Ukraine and Ukrainian women 
in émigré communities by supporting adherence to inter-
national standards of human rights, raising public aware-
ness of problems and violations, maintaining the 
Ukrainian language and culture, cultivating awareness of 
Ukrainian history, family and social traditions, as well as 
supporting modern Ukraine’s development into an inde-
pendent and stable democracy with respect for the rule of 
law. Established 65 years ago in Philadelphia, the WFUWO 
is now based in Toronto and unites 27 organizations from 
17 countries. 

Later in 2013, in August, the WFUWO held a successful 
annual meeting at the Lviv Polytechnic National 
University. Twenty-five delegates and guests of 12 
WFUWO member organizations participated in the meet-
ing, as well as 30 members of women’s organizations in 
Ukraine. They were invited to share information on topics 
of interest to all women and to learn more about the 

WFUWO’s multifaceted activities. One focus of the confer-
ence was a roundtable discussion about current issues 
women are facing and possible solutions.

In June, delegates representing national bodies of Plast 
Ukrainian Scouting Organization from around the world 
gathered in Whippany, N.J., for the18th Conference of 
Ukrainian Plast Organizations (known in Ukrainian as 
KUPO). Delegates heard reports about Plast activities, 
approved decisions that affect the scouting organization’s 
work worldwide and elected leadership for the next term. 
A special focus was the recently celebrated Plast centenni-
al, which was marked in 2012 in all countries where Plast 
is active. Also discussed was the possibility of creating 
Plast groups in various countries such as Ireland, Spain, 
Italy and Portugal, where many Ukrainian émigrés live 
today, and Estonia, Latvia, Romania, Serbia and Bulgaria, 
where there is a significant Ukrainian diaspora. Plast has 
more than 5,000 members in Ukraine, where it has grown 
by 21 percent since 2009, and nearly 9,000 worldwide. 
The newly elected leadership of Plast was split almost 
equally between Ukraine and the diaspora.

In July, The Weekly reported on the Ukrainian Diaspora 
Studies Initiative at the Canadian Institute of Ukrainian 
Studies (CIUS), which received materials relating to the 
history of Ukrainian life in the Far East, a gift from 
Nicholas and Pat Melnik. Among the donated artifacts 
were priceless photographs of individuals and Ukrainian 
community life in China; personal documents; correspon-
dence between members of Ukrainian organizations in 
North American and Europe and representatives of 
Ukrainian communities in Tientsin and Shanghai, China 
(from 1930s to 1947); and individual issues of newspa-
pers in China and the Russian Far East. 

These materials constitute important sources for the 
study of the once vibrant Ukrainian community in China 
and its ties to the diaspora in other parts of the world. 
According to an estimate, there were once 100,000 
Ukrainians living in China. Mr. Melnik was born in 
Shanghai in 1935, and emigrated to North America in 
1948. The CIUS Initiative noted: “We are extremely indebt-
ed to the Melniks for having kept these materials in good 
condition over the decades and for their efforts in finding 
repositories that can continue to preserve them for future 
generations.”

That Ukrainians were and are active around the globe 
was evident also in news about on St. Jude Ukrainian 
Orthodox Mission in Tokyo, a small mission of the 
Ukrainian Orthodox Church – Kyiv Patriarchate. The pas-
tor of St. Jude’s is U.S.-born Father Paul Koroluk, who 
insists that mission is the outcome of the dedicated work 
of the faithful. St. Jude Mission is committed to its 
Ukrainian roots and traditions, yet balances them with 
openness to people of all cultures. The Rev. Koroluk is 
proud of a recent accomplishment of the mission: the first 
modern Japanese translation of the Liturgy of St. John 
Chrysostom. 

The Rev. Koroluk stated, “Although we were founded by 
Ukrainians, and try as hard as we can to be true to our 
roots, we are definitely a Church in Japan – a Japanese 
mission. We are multilingual and multicultural. One part 
of our mission is to make sure that there is a home where 
Ukrainians living in Japan will feel safe and comfortable, 
without having to abandon a part of themselves.”

Participants of the demonstration held in Frankfurt, Germany, on December 1 in support of Ukraine’s Euro-Maidan.
Oleksiy Yemelyanenko

Delegates and guests at the 10th Ukrainian World Congress held in Lviv on August 20-22.
UWC
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Church news in 2013 was kicked off on January 19 
when Pope Benedict XVI, as announced by 
Archbishop Luigi Ventura, apostolic nuncio to 

France, elevated two new Ukrainian Catholic exarchates in 
Great Britain and France to eparchies. Thus, the Eparchy 
of the Holy Family was established in London and the 
Eparchy of St. Volodymyr the Great in Paris. Bishop Hlib 
Lonchyna has served as the exarch for Great Britain and 
was elevated to eparchial bishop of London and Bishop 
Gudziak, exarch of France, was elevated to eparchial bish-
op of Paris. The two eparchies include tens of priests and 
tens of thousands of faithful across Great Britain, France, 
Belgium, Luxembourg, the Netherlands and Switzerland.

The Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the U.S.A. 
(UOC-U.S.A) enthroned Metropolitan Antony as head of the 
Church on January 25-26 at St. Andrew Ukrainian 
Orthodox Cathedral in Silver Spring, Md. More than 500 
people and 70 clergy members attended, including repre-
sentatives of the Greek Orthodox, Antiochian Orthodox, 
Ukrainian Orthodox Church of Canada, the Romanian 
Orthodox Church and the Orthodox Church in America, as 
well as the Ukrainian, Byzantine and Roman Catholic 
Churches. Metropolitan Antony succeeds Metropolitan 
Constantine, who passed away in 2012. Metropolitan 
Antony was elected by Special Sobor in October 2012 and 
confirmed by Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew of 
Constantinople. The enthronement celebrations concluded 
with a banquet on January 26, and the metropolitan served 
his first divine liturgy as metropolitan on January 27.

Bishop Daniel of the UOC-U.S.A. delivered a 2000 
Mercedes-Benz 412-D 22-passenger van on January 12 to 
Kyiv for the Znamianka Orphanage in Kirovohrad Oblast. 
The seven-member Winter Mission Team visited the 
Znamianka Orphanage on December 12-28, 2012.

Cardinal Lubomyr Husar, the former primate of the 
Ukrainian Greek-Catholic Church, celebrated his 80th 
birthday on February 26, with a hierarchical divine liturgy 
celebrated at St. George Ukrainian Catholic Cathedral in 
Lviv by Patriarch Sviatoslav Shevchuk. On February 28 a 
prayer service was held in Kyiv at the Patriarchal 
Cathedral of the Resurrection of  Christ to mark the 
Cardinal’s birthday.

On March 13, Patriarch Sviatoslav commented on 
newly elected Pope Francis and his ties to Ukrainian 
Catholics, including serving the Eastern-rite divine liturgy 
with the Rev. Stepan Chmil in Rome and later being 
involved in the Rev. Chmil’s beatification process. Pope 
Francis was archbishop of Buenos Aires, Argentina, when 
Bishop Sviatoslav, now patriarch, was stationed in 
Argentina. As a young bishop, Patriarch Sviatoslav was 

guided by the archbishop, who was then known as 
Cardinal Jorge Mario Bergoglio. Under his guidance, the 
cardinal showed his support for Ukrainian Catholics in 
Argentina and his humble ways. Prior to the new pope’s 
election, Patriarch Sviatoslav celebrated a divine liturgy at 
the Ukrainian Church of Ss. Sergius and Bacchus in Rome, 
a gift from Pope Urban VIII to the Ukrainian people, dur-
ing the conclave of cardinals following Pope Benedict’s 
announcement of his retirement. 

On April 20 Patriarch Sviatoslav, head of the Ukrainian 
Greek-Catholic Church (UGCC), and Bishop Gudziak, head 
of the UGCC’s Department of Foreign Relations, met with 
Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew of Constantinople at 
his residence in Istanbul, Turkey. The trip was part of 
Ukraine marking the 1,025th anniversary of the Baptism 
of Kyiv-Rus’. In an effort to strengthen ties between the 
Orthodox and Catholic Churches in Ukraine, Patriarch 
Sviatoslav recommended the renewal of the Kyiv Study 
Group, which included theologians and scholars of the 
Ukrainian Orthodox Churches in the U.S. and Canada and 
those of the UGCC.

On May 26 Ukrainian Catholics in Paraguay enthroned 
Bishop Daniel Kozlinskyi as apostolic visitator for 

Ukrainian Greek-Catholics in Paraguay at the Roman 
Catholic Cathedral of the Annunciation of the Blessed 
Virgin in Encarnacion, Paraguay. The liturgy was concele-
brated by Bishop Kozlinskyi and Bishop Ignacio Gorgoza 
Izaguirre, the local Roman Catholic eparch, Msgr. Mislav 
Khodzhych, the Rev. Volodymyr Fylypiv and priests from 
the two rites. This was the first time that a Byzatine-rite 
divine liturgy was celebrated in the city’s Roman Catholic 
cathedral. A reception followed the enthronement, with a 
cultural program held in the local center of the education 
organization Prosvita.

On May 10-11, members of the Ukrainian Catholic 
Education Foundation, the fund-raising arm of the 
Ukrainian Catholic University in Lviv, met in Chicago to 
discuss the opening of a new building on the university’s 
campus at Stryisky Park, to re-cap the fund-raising efforts 
of the past year and to plan future events. The UCU has 
announced that a formal partnership was signed between 
UCU and the Ukrainian Free University in Munich and the 
University of Winnipeg. Other presentations highlighted 
other expansion projects for UCU and pilgrimage trips.

Dr. Leon Chameides, a retired physician and Holocaust 
survivor, visited St. Michael the Archangel Ukrainian 
Catholic Church in Hartford, Conn., on June 2. His recently 
published memoir “Strangers in Many Lands” recounted 
his wartime experience and how he was sheltered by 
Metropolitan Andrey Sheptytsky at the Univ Monastery 
near Lviv, where he spent two years in hiding from the 
Nazis. He was the son of one of the leading rabbis of Lviv 
and most of his family were killed during the Holocaust. Dr. 
Chameides was spared their fate thanks to the foresight of 
his father and the network of Ukrainian Catholic clergy and 
activists. Several other clergy have been recognized by Yad 
Vashem and the Vatican for their works in saving Jews 
from the Nazis, but Metropolitan Sheptytsky’s work has 
yet to be recognized by either group. Dr. Chameides has 
testified before the Canadian Parliament, and has been 
joined by Chief Rabbi Yaakov Bliech of Kyiv and Patriarch 
Sviatoslav in speaking about Sheptytsky’s legacy. 

The UOC-U.S.A.’s two-week mission trip to the 
Znamianka Orphanage in the Kirovohrad Oblast and the 
LOGOS Center homeless shelter in Kyiv concluded on June 
14. The 11-member team was led by Bishop Daniel, Olga 
Coffey and Ivanna Wronsky. The team delivered more than 
35 suitcases filled with humanitarian aid and toys to the 
orphanage, and purchased 375 pounds of meat for the 
facility. Bishop Daniel presented a $5,000 check to the 
LOGOS Center, coordinated by the St. Andrew Society of 
the UOC-U.S.A., and donated a heated tent for additional 
housing for the homeless.

The beatification process of Metropolitan Sheptytsky, 
which began in 1958, was suspended in 1961 and resumed 
in 1963, is expected to conclude in 2015, Patriarch 
Sviatoslav told reporters in July while on a pilgrimage to 
Stradch in the Lviv Oblast. The patriarch noted that the 

Churches: anniversary
of Kyiv-Rus’ baptism

Pilgrims watch the consecration ceremony on August 18 outside the Ukrainian Catholic Patriarchal Cathedral of 
the Resurrection of Christ on a plasma television screen. A Ukrainian flag is draped over the three-story chancery.

Priests of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church – Kyiv Patriarchate walk past St. Sophia Cathedral in the July 28 pro- 
cession to commemorate the 1,025th anniversary of the baptism of Kyivan Rus’.

Zenon Zawada

Zenon Zawada
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150th anniversary of the birth of Metropolitan Sheptytsky 
will be celebrated in 2015.

On July 26 Russian Orthodox Patriarch Kirill visited 
Kyiv for the 1,025th anniversary celebrations of the 
Baptism of Kyiv-Rus’. The invitation-only moleben was 
held on St. Volodymyr Hill on the Dnipro River and includ-
ed Russian and Ukrainian presidents as well as nine 
Orthodox patriarchs. Patriarch Kirill brought the relics of 
St. Volodymyr the Great to Kyiv, which are kept at the 
Kremlin in Moscow. The largest pieces of the relics were 
given to Moscow’s counterparts in Kyiv. An eight-foot tall 
X-shaped cross in honor of St. Andrew the First-Called was 
also brought to Kyiv by Patriarch Kirill for pilgrims to ven-
erate. A Sunday divine liturgy was celebrated by Pariarch 
Kirill at St. Volodymyr Cathedral with approximately 
20,000 in attendance. The visit of the Russian patriarch 
was protested by Svoboda and the National Rukh of 
Ukraine parties at European Square near the Dnipro 
Hotel. 

In August, The Weekly reported about a book that 
Cardinal Jorge Mario Bergoglio, now known as Pope 
Francis, wrote in 2010. The Spanish-language book “On 
Heaven and Earth: Pope Francis on Faith, Family and the 
Church in the 21st Century,” which was re-released in 
2013 (co-authored by Rabbi Abraham Skorka, and trans-
lated by Alejandro Bermudez and Howard Goodman), 
mentions the Holodomor among the three greatest geno-
cides of the 20th century, including the Armenian 
Genocide of 1915 by the Turks and the Holocaust.

More than 20,000 pilgrims attended the consecration 
of the Patriarchal Cathedral of the Resurrection of Christ 
on August 17-18 in Kyiv, led by Patriarch Sviatoslav. The 
state-of-the-art church features a 24-hour Internet broad-
casting site (www.ugcc.tv) and contemporary architec-
ture. The construction of the cathedral (estimated at $12 
million) marked a shift for the center of the Church, which 
was based in Lviv at St. George Cathedral for 380 years. 
During the pilgrimage, a weeklong Synod of Bishops of the 
Ukrainian Greek-Catholic Church was held; its central 
theme was “New Evangelism.” The consecration also coin-
cided with the 10th Ukrainian World Congress on August 
20-22 in Lviv and celebrations marking the 1,025th anni-
versary of the baptism of Ukraine.

Hundreds gathered in South Bound Brook, N.J., on 
August 10 to mark the 1,025th anniversary of the baptism 
of Kyiv-Rus’ at St. Andrew Ukrainian Orthodox Memorial 
Church with a divine liturgy led by Metropolitan Antony 
and Bishop Daniel. Four choirs joined the celebration, 
including those of St. Andrew Ukrainian Orthodox 
Memorial Church, St. George Ukrainian Orthodox Church 
in Yardville, N.J., St. Vladimir Ukrainian Orthodox 
Cathedral in Philadelphia and St. John the Baptist 
Ukrainian Orthodox Church in Johnson City, N.Y. The hier-
archs led the outdoor moleben and blessing of waters ser-
vice. A formal luncheon and concert featuring the choirs 
was held at the Ukrainian Cultural Center to cap off the 
celebrations.

A new 43,000-square-foot, four-story academic build-
ing at the Ukrainian Catholic University in Lviv was 
opened on September 3. The building houses the school’s 
Institute of Leadership and Management, School of 

Bioethics, faculties of history and humanities, and the Lviv 
Business School and its Idea Lab. This was the second 
major new construction project on the UCU campus in 
Lviv, and there are plans for a modern library and a church 
dedicated to 20th century martyrs and a pastoral center. 
That same day, Bishop Gudziak, who served as the univer-
sity’s rector, was appointed as president of the university. 
The Rev. Bohdan Prakh was named the school’s rector.

The Armenian community in Lviv celebrated the 650th 
anniversary of its cathedral on September 15 with the 
unveiling of its altar. The festive liturgy was celebrated by 
Archbishop Grigoris Buniatyan of the Ukrainian Eparchy 
of the Armenian Apostolic Church. The restored altar, 
named “Golgotha,” was unveiled by the archbishop and 
celebrations continued with an agape meal in the court-
yard of the cathedral and the Armenian Street Festival, 
marked by the opening of the Armenian Cultural Center 
and the Armenian Children’s School. 

On September 15 the Ukrainian Catholic University 
dedicated its Boston Seminar Room (formerly Room 306) 
in the new academic building on the university’s campus 
in Lviv. The room was funded by the Boston Chapter of the 
Friends of UCU, and features a plaque acknowledging the 
support of the Greater Boston community. A weeklong 
trip was organized for representatives from the Boston 
Chapter, who toured the Lviv area sites, including muse-
ums, churches and monasteries.

On September 27 the Ukrainian Eparchy of St. 
Volodymyr in Paris purchased the church near St. Vincent 
Abbey which Queen Anna Yaroslavna of France founded in 
1060. Senlis, located 45 kilometers outside of Paris, is 
where the daughter of Grand Prince Yaroslav the Wise 
lived in the 11th century. The church is planned to house 

the Anna Yaroslavna Cultural Center, to represent and pro-
mote Ukrainian culture and Ukrainian-European coopera-
tion. The church, which was purchased for 203,000 euros, 
opened its doors to the public with a hierarchical divine 
liturgy on November 16. The next day, a Holodomor 
memorial service was held at Notre Dame Cathedral in 
Paris on November 17. Nearly $1.5 million is needed to 
complete the restoration of the church in Senlis.

The UOC-U.S.A. held its 20th Regular Sobor on October 
17-20 in South Bound Brook, N.J. The triennial gathering 
of clergy and faithful is a forum for the discussion of the 
progress of the Church’s various ministries and to set the 
course for its future direction; this year’s theme was “Am I 
My Brother’s Keeper?” A new award was inaugurated at 
the Sobor, The Great Benefactor – Blahodiynyk – of the 
Ukrainian Orthodox Church, and was presented to the 
Very Rev. William Diakiw, Emil Skocypec, Valentyna 
Kuzmycz, Nadia Mirchuk and Dr. Anatolij Lysyj. A new 
icon, “The South Bound Brook Icon of the Offering of First-
Fruits” by iconographer Cheryl Pituch was gifted to the 
Church and blessed by the hierachs. It is now featured in 
the rotunda of the Consistory building. Copies of the icon 
have been made for presentation in educational programs 
in the Church’s Office of Stewardship and Development. A 
farewell divine liturgy on October 20 with 300 people in 
attendance concluded the Sobor weekend.

The Anti-Defamation League (ADL) honored 
Metropolitan Sheptytsky for his heroism in sheltering 
Jews from the Nazis during the Holocaust on October 31. 
During the league’s annual meeting, at a luncheon attend-
ed by more than 200 people at the Grand Hyatt Hotel in 
New York, Metropolitan Sheptytsky was posthumously 
awarded the Jan Karski Courage to Care Award by 
Abraham Foxman, national director for the ADL. The met-
ropolitan’s grandnephew, Prof. Jerzy Weyman, who trav-
eled from Poland, accepted the award on behalf of the 
family. Bishop Pual Chomnycky read a letter from 
Patriarch Sviatoslav, who thanked the ADL for bestowing 
the honor on Metropolitan Sheptytsky. The Ukrainian 
Jewish Encounter (UJE) continues to work with Chief 
Rabbi Yaakov Bliech of Kyiv and James Temerty in promot-
ing the beatification of Metropolitan Sheptytsky by the 
Vatican. The UJE is privately organized, founded in 2008 
by Mr. Temerty, and engages Ukrainians of Jewish, 
Christian and other heritages in Ukraine and Israel and 
the diaspora, working with scholars, civic leaders, artists, 
governments and the broader public in an effort to pro-
mote stronger and deeper relations between the two peo-
ples.

The Jewish community of Ukraine, in cooperation with 
the Ukrainian Greek-Catholic Church, established the 
Metropolitan Andrey Sheptytsky Medal that will be 
awarded to people who serve the cause of Ukrainian-
Jewish reconciliation, Patriarch Sviatoslav stated on 
November 1, the anniversary of the death of the metropol-
itan. The patriarch noted that letters by Sheptytsky reveal 
his knowledge of Hebrew and that the Jewish community 
is deeply impressed that he wrote in Hebrew and quoted 
spiritual leaders and thinkers of the Jewish community at 
the time.

Hierarchs and clergy of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the U.S.A. celebrate the liturgy inside St. Andrew 
Ukrainian Orthodox Memorial Church on August 10 to mark the 1,025th anniversary of the baptism of Kyiv-Rus’.

At the Anti-Defamation League’s October 31 ceremony honoring Metropolitan Andrey Sheptytsky (from left) are: 
Abraham H. Foxman, ADL national director; Barry Curtiss-Lusher, ADL national chair; Bishop Paul Chomnycky 
of the Ukrainian Catholic Church; Jerzy Weyman, grandnephew of the metropolitan; Rabbi Yaakov Dov Bleich, 

chief rabbi of Kyiv and Ukraine; and Berel Rodal, director of the Ukrainian Jewish Encounter.

David Karp/ADL

UOC-U.S.A.
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The development of Ukraine’s relationship with 
Europe and the possibility of its association with 
the European Union continued to be the dominant 

issue also in the development of Ukraine’s relationship 
with the United States in 2013 – much as it had been in 
the previous few years. But it came to the fore near the 
end of November, when President Viktor Yanukovych 
decided against signing the Association Agreement with 
the EU and followed up with a visit to Moscow, where on 
December 17 he signed an agreement with President 
Vladimir Putin which rewarded Ukraine for doing so and 
for continuing its Moscow alliance with a $15 billion loan 
and lower prices for the natural gas it imports from 
Russia.

The 2013 calendar also saw, among other events, the 
assignment of a new U.S. ambassador to Kyiv and the 
opening of a Ukrainian consular office in Arizona, a num-
ber of official statements and visits, congressional hear-
ings, continuing bilateral cooperation programs, and the 
groundbreaking ceremony in Washington of the long-
awaited Holodomor memorial honoring the millions of 
Ukrainians who perished during Stalin’s 1932-1933 
genocidal famine.

Relations with the EU and Russia

In Washington, Ukraine’s problems were outlined 
early in the year by three former U.S. ambassadors to 
Ukraine in a roundtable discussion on January 30 at the 
Woodrow Wilson Center’s Kennan Institute. The ambas-
sadors – William Miller, Steven Pifer and John Herbst – in 
their reflections and recommendations agreed that 
Ukraine’s road to developing a truly democratic, just and 
economically viable and fair society has been a difficult 
one, but that it may well achieve it in the not too distant 
future.

As Mr. Miller, the second ambassador to serve in Kyiv, 
noted, Ukraine must reform its political and economic 
system – now run by a “criminal plutocracy ruled by the 
few for the benefit of the few” – and imprisons its politi-
cal opponents, notably former Prime Minister Yulia 
Tymoshenko and former Internal Affairs Minister Yurii 
Lutsenko.

Ambassador Steven Pifer agreed with Ambassador 
Miller, his predecessor in Kyiv, stressing that Ukraine 
must end corruption and promote a wide-based econo-
my and the rule of law – especially in the highly corrupt-
ed energy sector, which is exceedingly dependent on 
Russia. He recommended that the U.S. continue its diplo-
matic dialogue with Ukraine on the “working” – but not 
“senior” – level until the Kyiv government changes its 
course in favor of building a democracy.

Washington’s fifth ambassador to Ukraine, Mr. Herbst, 
presented an assessment similar to that of his predeces-
sors, adding that there are “reasons to be cautious, rea-

sons to be sober, but no reasons to be pessimistic.” He 
stressed that it is very important for Washington to main-
tain a peaceful and constructive relationship with 
Ukraine, but – unlike Ambassador Pifer – he recommend-
ed that it be at the very highest level.

New U.S. ambassador

During this phase of the development of U.S.-Ukraine 
relations in 2013, the White House on February 26 
announced that the president was nominating as the next 
ambassador to Ukraine Geoffrey R. Pyatt, a career 
Foreign Service officer whose previous experience cen-
tered on Asia and Latin America.

During his confirmation hearing before the Senate 
Foreign Relations Committee on June 19, Mr. Pyatt pre-
sented the Obama administration’s policy toward 
Ukraine and its recommendations for building a stronger 
and more productive bilateral relationship. He said that 
his highest goal in this new assignment will be to contin-
ue the U.S. effort to advance Ukraine “on the path toward 
a modern European democracy.”

If confirmed, he said, he will encourage Ukraine “to 
take advantage of this historic opportunity to pursue 
Ukraine’s hopes for European integration and to meet the 
European Union’s conditions for signing the EU-Ukraine 
Association Agreement.” Those conditions include resolv-
ing the issue of the imprisonment of the former prime 
minister, Ms. Tymoshenko. “This is not about an individu-
al, it’s about a principle,” he stressed. “And the principle 
is: how a democratic government deals with the political 

opposition when their leaders are out of power.”
Following his July 9 confirmation by the Senate, 

Ambassador Pyatt met with representatives of the 
Ukrainian Congress Committee of America and other 
Ukrainian American organizations on July 17 at the State 
Department. He thanked the Ukrainian community for its 
undying commitment in supporting reform efforts in 
Ukraine. The community representatives, in turn, related 
their concerns and shared their recommendations for 
what needs to be done.

Mr. Pyatt was sworn in on July 30, becoming the eighth 
U.S. ambassador to serve in Kyiv since the U.S. Embassy 
was established there in 1992. He was preceded by: 
Roman Popadiuk (1992-1993), William Green Miller 
(1993-1998), Steven Pifer (1998-2000), Carlos Pascual 
(2000-2003), John Herbst (2003-2006), William Taylor 
(2006-2009) and John Tefft (2009-2013).

Statements and actions on Ukraine 

The U.S. government and Congress reacted to events in 
Ukraine during 2013 on a number of occasions, in addi-
tion to those mentioned above.

• On February 25 the State Department released a 
statement following the fifth meeting of the Political 
Dialogue /Rule of Law Working Group, congratulating 
Ukraine for the adoption of a new Criminal Procedure 
Code. At the same time, however, it expressed concern 
over politically motivated prosecutions and detention of 
former government officials and electoral fairness issues.

• On March 5 the State Department expressed deep 
concern about steps in Ukraine to deprive Serhiy Vlasenko, 
who served as the defense counsel for Yulia Tymoshenko, 
of his seat in the Verkhovna Rada, his immunity from pros-
ecution and his right to travel outside Ukraine. “These 
actions appear to be politically motivated,” the State 
Department said – as does the decision to annul the man-
dates of independent members of the Verkhovna Rada 
Pavlo Baloha and Oleksander Dombrovsky.

• On March 20 U.S. Undersecretary of State Wendy 
Sherman met with President Yanukovych in Kyiv, with 
the jailing of Ms. Tymoshenko reportedly at the top her 
discussion agenda. With Ms. Tymoshenko now facing a 
new trial on tax evasion and embezzlement charges, her 
case continues to sour Ukraine’s ties with the West, she 
said and urged Kyiv to “step back from this very danger-
ous moment.”

• On April 8, the day after President Yanukovych 
signed a decree pardoning former Internal Affairs 
Minister Yurii Lutsenko and former Environment 
Minister Heorhii Filipchuk, the White House released a 
statement by National Security Council Spokesperson 
Caitlin Hayden, stating that the United States was encour-
aged by this decision, seeing it as an “important step 
toward addressing concerns about democracy and the 
rule of law in Ukraine.” However, she added, “much 
remains to be done,” and urged Ukrainian authorities to 
“end all politically motivated prosecution, undertake 
comprehensive judicial reform to ensure such selective 
justice does not recur.”

U.S.-Ukraine relations:
more downs than ups

Ambassador William Green Miller (right) presents his “sober and dismal” assessment of the current political and 
economic developments in Ukraine. Participating along with him in the ambassadorial roundtable on the subject at 
the Woodrow Wilson Center on January 30 are (from left): Ambassadors Steven Pifer and John Herbst, and mod-

erator Dr. William Pomeranz.

Yaro Bihun

Meeting with the new U.S. ambassador to Ukraine on July 17 (from left) are: Kvitka Semanyshyn, Providence 
Association vice-president; Stefan Kaczaraj, UCCA National Board chairman and Ukrainian National Association 
president; Bishop Daniel, Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the U.S.A.; Tamara Olexy, UCCA president; 
Ambassador Geoffrey Pyatt; Bishop Paul Chomnycky, Ukrainian Catholic Church; Marie Duplak, UCCA execu-
tive secretary; Bohdan Futey; the Rev. Robert Hitchens, Ukrainian Catholic Church; and Michael Sawkiw Jr., 

Ukrainian National Information Service.

UNIS
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• Secretary of State John Kerry on April 19 presented 

to the press the State Department’s 2012 “Country 
Reports on Human Rights Practices,” in which the State 
Department noted that one of the most serious human 
rights problems in Ukraine is the “politically motivated” 
imprisonment of Ms. Tymoshenko. Another major prob-
lem cited was the failure of the October 2012 parliamen-
tary election to meet international standards of fairness 
and transparency. Among other issues noted was govern-
ment pressure on the media, an “inefficient and corrupt” 
judicial system, “pervasive corruption” in all branches of 
government and government pressure on non-govern-
mental organizations. The report also cited a “rise in dis-
crimination and violence” against lesbians, bisexual and 
transgendered people, as well as the non-prosecution of 
security officials who committed abuses.

• Ukrainian Foreign Affairs Minister Leonid Kozhara 
visited Washington for three days in early May, where on 
May 10 at the State Department he met and discussed 
bilateral issues with his American counterpart, Secretary 
of State Kerry. While neither side divulged to the press 
what was discussed during their meeting, their com-
ments prior to the meeting pointed to some of the topics 
that were uppermost on their minds.

Secretary Kerry spoke about improving the bilateral 
relationship in proliferation and security matters and 
Washington’s commitment “to helping Ukraine become a 
prosperous European democracy” and an associate mem-
ber of the European community. “We’re particularly anx-
ious and hopeful that the leaders will work through some 
of the difficult issues with respect to that transition, 
including, hopefully, the ending of the prosecution of 
some people, and particularly former Prime Minister 
Tymoshenko,” he said.

In his brief statement, Minister Kozhara did not men-
tion Ms. Tymoshenko or any other specific issue that he 
planned or expected to discuss. However, on the previous 
day at the National Democratic Institute, according to 
press reports, he said he would urge Secretary of State 
Kerry to look beyond the Tymoshenko case and focus on 
the potential areas of cooperation between the two coun-
tries.

Mr. Kozhara also discussed the Tymoshenko case and 
other Ukrainian issues May 8 during a hearing of the U.S. 
Helsinki Commission.

• One day before the Kozhara visit, an outspoken inde-
pendent member of the opposition to the Yanukovych 
government in the Ukrainian Parliament, Oles Doniy, 
came to Washington to express his views on develop-
ments in Ukraine. Speaking at the National Endowment 
for Democracy on May 7, he presented a negative assess-
ment of the current political situation in his country, cas-
tigated President Yanukovych for his political persecution 
of Ms. Tymoshenko and suggested ways the opposition 
should organize its political forces and the Ukrainian 
community to help return the country on the road to 
becoming a true democracy.

Mr. Doniy’s week-long U.S. visit, sponsored by the 
Ukrainian Congress Committee of America, also included 
meetings with representatives of Ukrainian American 
communities in New York, Cleveland and Chicago.

• In late June, still another leader of the opposition in 
the Ukrainian Verkhovna Rada, Arseniy Yatsenyuk, of the 
Batkivshchyna party, discussed the situation in Ukraine 
with foreign policy experts at the Brookings Institution 
think tank on June 24, the day after his meeting with rep-
resentatives of the Ukrainian American community and 
his laying of a floral wreath at the Taras Shevchenko mon-
ument.

• On August 22 the State Department released a state-
ment by Secretary of State Kerry marking the 22nd anni-
versary of Ukraine’s independence, in which he reiterated 
the U.S. commitment “to helping our Ukrainian partners 
as you work to become a prosperous European democra-
cy with a free and open economy,” strongly supporting its 
fulfillment of EU conditions for signing the EU Association 
Agreement, and applauding Ukraine’s efforts to advance 
global peace and security. 

• On October 25, before departing Kyiv after his talks 
with Ukrainian officials there, U.S. Deputy Secretary of 
State for Democracy, Human Rights and Labor Thomas 
Melia released a statement “to set the record straight on 
some inaccurate press report” that misrepresented the 
U.S. government’s position on Ms. Tymoshenko. The U.S. 
supports the efforts to allow Ms. Tymoshenko to go to 
Germany for medical treatment and is concerned about 
politically motivated prosecutions of opposition leaders 
in Ukraine, he said, adding that her political future should 
be for the Ukrainian courts and voters to decide. The U.S. 
also supports Ukraine in signing the EU Association 
Agreement, fulfilling all the necessary conditions, he said.

• Testifying before the Senate Foreign Relations 
Committee on November 14, Assistant Secretary of State 

for European and Eurasian Affairs Victoria Nuland said 
the United States was working “in lock-step” with its 
European partners to help Ukraine meet the conditions 
for receiving a “yes” vote to sign the EU Association 
Agreement in Vilnius later that month. But Ukraine still 
had to take three important reform steps, among them 
reforming the Procurator General’s Office and the parlia-
mentary election code, and the release of Ms. 
Tymoshenko for medical treatment. And, in light of the 
hard economic pressure Moscow was putting on Kyiv not 
to go in that direction, Washington has working with the 
EU on options for Ukraine to make the difficult but neces-
sary trade adjustments, as well as encouraging Moscow to 
abide by its international commitments, including to the 
Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe 
(OSCE), to honor “their neighbors’ rights to pursue any 
political and economic arrangements they choose.” 

That same day, Sen. Chris Murphy, who heads the 
Foreign Relations Subcommittee on European Affairs also 
criticized Moscow for its pressures, including the banning 
of imports from Ukraine and other neighboring countries 
that were considering association with the EU. Four days 
later, on November 18, the Senate passed a resolution 
calling on Ukraine to release Ms. Tymoshenko from pris-
on and on the EU to retain her release as a criterion for 
Ukraine signing the Association Agreement.

U.S. reaction to Ukraine’s EU decision

Reacting to the Yanukovych administration’s decision 
in November not to pursue the signing of the Association 
Agreement with the EU, the State Department released a 
statement on November 21 expressing Washington’s dis-
appointment. “We stand with the vast majority of 
Ukrainians who want to see this future for their country, 
and we commend the EU for keeping the door open,” 
State Department spokesperson Jen Psaki said, adding 
that the United States is convinced that Ukraine’s integra-
tion with Europe “is the surest course to economic pros-
perity and democracy.”

With the mass protests against this decision growing 
on Kyiv’s maidan and in elsewhere in Ukraine, Vice-
President Joe Biden telephoned President Yanukovych on 
December 9, expressing his deep concern about the grow-
ing potential for violence. According to a White House 
report on the conversation, Mr. Biden underscored the 
need to de-escalate the situation and develop a dialogue 
with Ukraine’s opposition leaders.

In a statement released by the State Department the 
following day, Secretary of State Kerry expressed 
America’s “disgust” over the Ukrainian government’s 
response to the peaceful Euro-Maidan protests with riot 
police, bulldozers and batons, rather than with respect for 
democratic rights. “This response is neither acceptable 
nor does it befit a democracy,” he said, adding: “As church 
bells ring tonight amidst the smoke in the streets of Kyiv, 
the United States stands with the people of Ukraine. They 
deserve better.”

Members of the U.S. Congress reacted as well. Rep. 
William Keating and four of his colleagues in the House of 

The crowd of Ukrainian Americans and others who came to Washington on December 4 to witness the ground-
breaking ceremony of the Ukrainian Holodomor Memorial listen to one of the dignitaries speak. 

Yaro Bihun

Ukrainian Foreign Affairs Minister Leonid Kozhara 
(right) in discussion with Rep. Christopher Smith 
(R-N.J.), the co-chairman of the U.S. Helsinki 
Commission, at the conclusion of his testimony before 
the commission on May 8. Standing next to him is 

Ukraine’s Ambassador to the U.S. Olexander Motsyk.

Yaro Bihun

Assistant Secretary of State Victoria Nuland testifies on 
November 14 before the Senate Foreign Relations 
Committee con- cerning the possibility of Ukraine and 
other East European countries signing on to European 

Union Association Agreements in Vilnius.

Yaro Bihun



9THE UKRAINIAN WEEKLY      SUNDAY, JANUARY 19, 2014No. 3

U.S. Sens. John McCain (foreground) and Chris Murphy (D-Conn.) on the Euro-Maidan in Kyiv on December 15.
UNIAN
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Representatives sent a letter to President Yanukovych on 
December 12 condemning “in the strongest possible 
terms” his government’s use of force against the peaceful 
demonstrators. 

A number of senators – Rob Portman (R-Ohio) and 
Dick Durbin (D-Ill.) among them – also condemned the 
violent crackdown on the peaceful protesters, and the 
chairman of the Foreign Relations Subcommittee on 
European Affairs, Sen. Murphy (D-Conn.) on December 13 
introduced a resolution expressing the sense of the 
Senate that it stands with the people of Ukraine in their 
peaceful call for a closer alignment with the European 
Union in the face of “unacceptable violence” from their 
government. The resolution, co-sponsored by ten of his 
colleagues, is expected to be passed when the Senate 
reconvenes after its Christmas holiday break, as is a simi-
lar resolution introduced in the House of Representatives.

Meanwhile, Sens. John McCain (R.-Ariz) and Murphy 
traveled to Kyiv to discuss the situation with Ukraine’s 
Foreign Affairs Minister Kozhara, as well as with the head 
of the opposition UDAR party, boxing great Vitali 
Klitschko, and other protest organizers and religious lead-
ers. On December 14, the two senators joined in with the 
several hundred thousand Ukrainians protesting on the 
maidan. In his remarks to them from the podium, Sen. 
McCain called their protest “inspiring” to Ukraine and the 
world, and assured them that the U.S. and the rest of the 
free world stands with them.

Also visiting Kyiv at that time and talking with the 
Euro-Maidan demonstrators and passing out some food 
to them was U.S. Assistant Secretary of State Nuland.

With the new year approaching, U.S. Ambassador Pyatt 
summarized the official American view of how things 
have and should develop in Ukraine in a statement 
released on December 20 on the U.S. Embassy’s website. 
He said it was clear that many Ukrainians are eager for 
change, and that President Yanukovych has the opportu-
nity to address their concerns, to implement real reforms 
and lead the country toward close integration with 
Europe. And this course does not have to conflict with 
Ukraine’s robust trade relationship with Russia. “This is 
not a zero-sum game,” he said, adding, “In 2014, I hope 
the Ukrainian government will listen to its people and 
find a path forward to the democratic, economically pros-
perous, European future its citizens desire.”

Other bilateral developments

• Ukrainian Ambassador Olexander Motsyk on 
February 23 formally opened a Ukrainian Consular Office 
in Tucson, Ariz., and appointed Taras Warvariv as the 
honorary consul. In addition to other Ukrainian diplo-
mats, participating in the event were members of 
Arizona’s growing Ukrainian community, which had the 
opportunity to discuss various issues with the ambassa-
dor.

• The Ukrainian president’s commissioner for chil-
dren’s rights Yuriy Pavlenko, came to Washington in early 
April to discuss with U.S. officials possible ways of 
improving the process of gathering and forwarding infor-

Canada-Ukraine relations:
policy of engagement persists

During 2013, the Ukrainian Canadian community 
was ably represented by the Ukrainian Canadian 
Congress (UCC) which was very active in putting 

forward the community interests to the Canadian gov-
ernment and Canadian parliamentarians, greatly facili-
tated by the fact that its now had an Ottawa office, 
which had been set up in March 2012. 

On January 15 the UCC met with Minister of 
International Cooperation Julian Fantino to discuss the 
community’s priorities relating to the Ukraine program-
ming of the Canadian International Development agen-
cy (CIDA). The UCC wanted to ensure that the govern-
ment of Canada maintained a policy of engagement 
with Ukraine, therefore it suggested areas of continued 
engagement. The UCC believed it was critical that 
Ukraine remain as a priority country for CIDA in order 
to support stability in a region that is facing significant 
democratic backsliding. There is a need to target those 
sectors where Canada has the know-how and experi-
ence to benefit both countries, the UCC noted. For 
Ukraine, Canada is most important in promoting gover-
nance, civil society and the medical educational system. 
The Ukrainian Canadian delegation noted the value of 
the 500-member observer mission that Canada had 
sent to the 2012 parliamentary elections in Ukraine. 

On March 2-4, Minister of Citizenship, Immigration 
and Multiculturalism Jason Kenney was scheduled to 
visit Ukraine. On February 23 UCC President Paul Grod 
met with Minister Kenney and asked him to address a 
number of policy issues with Ukrainian government 
officials during his visit. Mr, Grod emphasized: Canada 
should express strong support for Ukraine’s Euro-
Atlantic integration and encourage the expeditious 
signing of the Ukraine-European Union Association 
Agreement; Canada should continue to voice its con-
cerns about the state of Ukraine’s judicial system and 
with the selective prosecution of political opposition 
figures; bilateral relations between Canada and Ukraine 
should be strengthened by moving towards a free trade 
agreement. 

On February 19 Prime Minister Stephan Harper 
announced the establishment of the Office of Religious 
Freedom within the Department of Foreign Affairs and 
International Trade to promote freedom of religion or 
belief around the world, showing that freedom of reli-
gion is a Canadian foreign policy priority. The new 
ambassador, Dr. Andrew Bennett, is a subdeacon and 
cantor with the Holy Cross Eastern Catholic Chaplaincy 
and St. John the Baptist Ukrainian Catholic Shrine, both 
in Ottawa. He is also vice-president and chairman of the 
Metropolitan Andrey Sheptytsky Institute Foundation. 
During the Euro-Maidan demonstrations in the fall, Dr. 
Bennett had the opportunity to express Canada’s criti-
cal view in response to reports of pressure being 
brought to bear on the Ukrainian Catholic University in 
Lviv. He issued a statement on December 19, in which 
he stated: “Canada is concerned by the pressure 
Ukrainian security officials have been exerting on the 
administration and students of the Ukrainian Catholic 
University over the past weeks in Lviv, Ukraine. 
Freedom of speech, freedom of assembly and the free-
dom of religious educational institutions to operate 
without undue interference are important principles of 
any truly democratic country.”

After a Cabinet shuffle in the summer, representa-
tives of the UCC, headed by President Grod, met with 
the new minister of citizenship and immigration, Chris 
Alexander, to discuss issues of concern to the Ukrainian 
Canadian community. Mr. Grod raised several immigra-
tion related issues with the minister: increasing the 
level of immigration from Ukraine; changing language 
requirements which currently are an impediment for 
workers and immigrants from Ukraine; and easing visa 
requirements for Ukrainian nationals coming to 
Canada. Evhen Duvalko,  co-chair of the UCC 
Immigration Committee, later explained that, although 
the minister seemed open to a larger immigration from 
Ukraine, it would be a challenge for the UCC to maxi-
mize any opportunities available for such immigration 
in the context of current immigration programs. 

The UCC delegation stated its stance on the denatu-
ralization and deportation policy, as well as family 

mation about the well-being of Ukrainian orphans now liv-
ing in the United States. Afterwards, during an April 4 
briefing at the Ukrainian Embassy, he spoke about some of 
the problems involved in the adoption process and how 
they could be resolved. He noted that in 2012, 480 
Ukrainian orphans were adopted in the United States – 
more than any other country in the world.

• On June 19, the State Department released the 
“Trafficking in Persons Report 2013,” in which Ukraine is 
listed on the “Tier 2 Watch List.” This places Ukraine 
among those countries that do not fully comply with the 
Trafficking Victims Protection Act minimum standards, 
but are making significant efforts to do so. The report 
notes that children in Ukrainian orphanages and crisis 
centers are particularly vulnerable to trafficking.

• The U.S. State Department’s Office of the Inspector 
General reported on October 25 that organized fraud rings 
have taken control of the Diversity Visa program in 
Ukraine. The report says the fraud scheme is pervasive 
and sophisticated, affecting the U.S. visa lottery program, 
and it intimidates and extorts Ukrainian citizens by buy-
ing, stealing and obtaining personal information about 
Ukrainian citizens from public sources. The extortion con-
tinues when the Ukrainian visa holders move to the U.S., 
when the criminal groups take control of their Social 
Security numbers and cards for further exploitation. 
Efforts are under way to combat this fraud.

• U.S.-Ukrainian cooperation in education was advanced 
November 1 in Kyiv when U.S. Ambassador Geoffrey Pyatt 
and Ukrainian Minister of Education and Science Dmytro 
Tabachnyk signed a memorandum of understanding 
launching the first jointly funded Fulbright Science and 
Technology Education Program. This pilot project will fully 
fund the travel and studies expenses for up to 10 
Ukrainian graduate students at U.S. universities in 2014.

• While under the cloud of the Yanukovych govern-
ment’s decision vis-a-vis relations the European Union 
and Moscow, U.S.-Ukraine relations in the year 2013 had 
an uplifting moment on December 4 at the solemn 
groundbreaking ceremony for the Ukrainian Holodomor 
Memorial on a small triangular site not far from the U.S. 
Capitol with more than 200 people who came to remem-
ber and honor the millions of Ukrainian who perished 
during Stalin’s 1932-1333 Famine-Genocide in Ukraine.

Among those participating were representatives of the 
U.S. Congress and government instrumental in having the 
monument approved on National Park land, Ukrainian 
Orthodox and Catholic metropolitans and clergy, 
Ambassador Motsyk of Ukraine and ambassadors of the 
Czech Republic, Hungary and Lithuania; Anthony Fisher, 
the trustee of the Dmytro Firtash Foundation, which pro-
vided the $2.5 million necessary to build the memorial; 
and its designer-sculptor, Larysa Kurylas. Also participat-
ing in the event was a 91-year-old survivor of the 
Holodomor, Oleksandr Severyn of the Bronx, who joined in 
with seven other key participants in shoveling the dirt in 
the symbolic groundbreaking.

The monument is expected to be completed by the end 
of 2014.
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reunification. It also made the new minister aware of its 
position on appropriate representation of Ukrainian-
related issues in the Canadian Museum of Human 
Rights (CMHR), specifically the Holodomor and 
Canada’s National Internment Operations. 

On November 27, a UCC delegation met with John 
Baird, minister of foreign affairs, to present its concerns 
about the current situation in Ukraine and the 
EU-Ukraine Association Agreement. UCC President Paul 
Grod explained that the UCC wanted to convey to the 
government, and the minister personally, its gratitude 
for supporting the European aspirations of the 
Ukrainian people, as well as for the support of Ukraine’s 
democratic development. But the UCC delegation also 
expressed its concern about the decision of the Cabinet 
of Ministers of Ukraine to suspend preparations for the 
signing of the Association Agreement. 

Mr. Grod briefed the minister on his meeting with 
Ukraine’s Verkhovna Rada Chair Volodymyr Rybak, who 
had been in Ottawa and who had assured him that it 
was only the timing of the signing of the agreement that 
was at issue, because of the economic and political 
coercion being applied by Russia that would create sig-
nificant economic hardship for Ukraine. Mr. Baird 
advised that he was dispatching David Anderson, his 
parliamentary secretary, to the EU’s Vilnius summit to 
monitor the situation and express support for the 
EU-Ukraine Association Agreement. 

Minister Baird also said that Canada would be send-
ing a 25-person election observer mission to monitor 
the repeat elections in five districts where results had 
not been certified by Ukraine’s Central Election 
Commission in the 2012 parliamentary elections. He 
underlined that the mission was a demonstration of 
Canada’s continuing commitment to supporting demo-
cratic development in Ukraine. 

As proof that the Canadian government was keeping 
tabs on what was happening on the maidan at the time, 
Prime Minister Harper, who was in Pretoria, South 
Africa, on December 11, issued a statement on the use 
of riot police in Ukraine against protesters. He charac-

terized the action as undemocratic and excessive, and 
said that Canada supported the Ukrainian people and 
opposed all efforts to repress rights and freedoms. He 
referred to the discussion of the situation in Ukraine 
that had been held in the Canada’s House of Commons. 

On December 20 the UCC released a statement con-
demning an agreement signed by Presidents Viktor 
Yanukovych and Vladimir Putin in Moscow on 
December 17. The UCC characterized the agreement as 
placing Ukraine completely under Russia’s economic, 
political and cultural sphere of influence and that, with-
out formally joining the Eurasian Customs Union, 
President Yanukovych had agreed to maximum cooper-
ation and had accepted wholesale integration with 
Russia, including Ukrainian and Russian military coop-
eration and the entrenchment of Russian military pres-
ence on the territory of Ukraine. Furthermore Ukraine 
had consented to the development of cooperation in the 
field of secondary education and that, by agreeing to a 
plan for a joint celebration of the 200th anniversary of 
the birth of Taras Shevchenko in 2014, Mr. Yanukovych 
had surrendered the most iconic symbol of Ukraine’s 
national identity to Russia. 

The Canada-Ukraine Parliamentary Program (CUPP) 
has existed since 1990 with over 700 students, mostly 
from Ukraine, completing internships in Canada. 
According to former Canadian Ambassador to Ukraine 
Derek Fraser, “the internship program is in many ways a 
better introduction to Western democratic practice 
than any course in political science.” For the fifth time a 
Model Ukraine Conference was also organized (on 
October 16-18) by the program to discuss the current 
state of affairs in Ukraine. The issues were first 
addressed by experts and CUPP alumni. 

The opening presentation was given by Ambassador 
Derek Fraser, who spoke about how accession to the EU 
could help Ukraine on its path to a stable democracy. 
There were two full days of presentations – on educa-
tion, citizen identity, development of democracy-build-
ing, judicial aspects, study of humanities, human rights 
and minorities, and freedom of expression. On the last 
day, participants discussed recommendations in groups 
which were then formulated in a white paper to be pre-
sented to the president and the government of Ukraine. 

A crucial aspect of the CUPP program success has 
been the role of Ihor Bardyn, its founder and mentor. On 
October 24, Mr. Bardyn was presented with the Queen 
Elizabeth II Diamond Jubilee Medal for his role in con-
ceiving and guiding a path dedicated to the democrati-
zation and development of Ukraine through the CUPP 
program. 

Ted Ovitz, Conservative MP (Etobicoke Center) was 
chosen on March 4 as the new chairman of the Canada-
Ukraine Parliamentary Friendship Group. The UCC 
expressed its support, saying that it considered Mr. 
Opitz, who represents a riding with a significant num-
ber of Ukrainian Canadians, a strong advocate for the 
interests of the Ukrainian Canadian community. The 
newly elected executive of the group has representation 
from across Canada: four members from Manitoba, two 
from Ontario, and one each from British Columbia, 
Alberta, Saskatchewan and Quebec. Sen. Raynell 
Andreychuk will serve as vice-chair of the Canada-
Ukraine Parliamentary Friendship Group.

At a January 15 meeting between Ukrainian Canadian Congress representatives and Canada’s minister of interna-
tional cooperation (from left) are: Renata Roman, Zenon Poticzny, Paul Grod, Minister Julian Fantino, Ann 

Szyptur, Borys Potapenko, Bohdan Onyschuk and Taras Pidzamecky.

UCC

Ukrainians in the United States attempted during 
2013 to have their voices heard by the leaders of 
the country. At the Ukrainian Days advocacy event 

in Washington on April 17-18, some two dozen communi-
ty members participated in a program designed by the 
Ukrainian Congress Committee of America (UCCA) and its 
Washington bureau, the Ukrainian National Information 
Service (UNIS), to promote the concerns of the Ukrainian 
American community, as well as to establish better con-
tacts with their senators and representatives in Congress. 

First on the agenda was a briefing at the American 
Foreign Policy Council that in addition to AFPC leaders 
included the director of the Office of Ukraine, Moldova and 
Belarus Affairs at the U.S. Department of State, UNIS 
Director Michael Sawkiw Jr. and Volodymyr Viatrovych, 
lecturer at the National University of Kyiv Mohyla 
Academy. Tellingly, Baxter Hunt, director of the Office of 
Ukraine, Moldova and Belarus Affairs, spoke about the 
intricacies of Ukrainian politics and how Russia tried to 
influence Ukraine’s domestic and foreign policy agendas. 
In the afternoon, Ukrainian Days participants met with 
staff at the congressional offices of their senators and rep-
resentatives. The day ended with a reception at the 
Embassy of Ukraine, where participants had an opportu-
nity to speak with Ukraine’s diplomats.

The next day’s agenda included a breakfast with staff 
members of the Congressional Ukrainian Caucus, during 
which the group discussed the current situation in 
Ukraine., followed by a briefing organized by the Central 
and East European Coalition, which unites 18 national 
ethnic organizations that represent 22 million Americans. 
Rounding out the schedule was more time for meetings 
with staff of congressional offices and committees.

In all of their meetings on Capitol Hill, Ukrainian Days 
participants presented members of Congress with policy 
papers on issues of importance to the Ukrainian American 
community, as well as informational brochures about the 
Ukrainian Congress Committee of America, the Ukrainian 
National Information Service and the Ukrainian Genocide 
of 1932-1933. Topics covered included: U.S. foreign assis-
tance to Ukraine (including that of the U.S. Agency for 
International Development); the Holodomor, or Ukrainian 
Genocide of 1932-1933; the Congressional Ukrainian 
Caucus; and civil liberties violations in Ukraine. Much of 
the focus during the discussions with various congressio-
nal offices was on promoting congressional support for 
Ukraine’s association with the European Union. 

Also in the early part of the year, one of the Ukrainian 
American community’s strongest organizations, the 
Ukrainian National Women’s League of America, held a 
major board meting on February 1-3 to discuss its ongo-
ing programs and new initiatives, among them a partner-
ship with Doctors Collaborating to Help Children and 
Shriner’s Hospital; financial aid for upgrading the pediat-
ric burn unit in Hospital No. 8 in Lviv; support of nursing 
homes in Ukraine by supplying wheelchairs and other 
necessities; the fund for orphans and grandmothers 
(elderly women); scholarships for Ukrainian students in 
Ukraine and in the diaspora; active support of The 
Ukrainian Museum in New York; speaking out in defense 
of human rights of Ukrainians, especially women; and pro-
motion and participation in the Ukrainian, American and 
international women’s movements. 

A major event in Ukrainian American community life 
was the groundbreaking on May 12 of the Ukrainian 
American Veterans National Monument, which will be 
erected on the grounds of St. Andrew Memorial Church 
and Cemetery on a site donated by the Ukrainian 
Orthodox Church of the U.S.A. Metropolitan Antony of the 
UOC-USA officiated at the May 12 service, briefly under-
scoring the importance of memorializing all American vet-
erans of Ukrainian heritage who served with honor and 
dignity in the U.S. Armed Forces, especially those who 
made the ultimate sacrifice on the battlefields of the 20th 
and 21st centuries. The ceremonial groundbreaking – the 
first official step of erecting the monument – was per-
formed by William Szozda, national vice-commander of 
the Ukrainian American Veterans Inc., in the presence of 
clergy, guests and UAV members. 

Designed by Ukrainian Canadian artist John Jaciw, the 
UAV National Monument will feature the seals of the five 
branches of the U.S. Armed Forces, as well as the UAV logo, 

Ukrainians in the U.S.:
making their voices heard

Prime Minister Stephen Harper of Canada (left) with 
Ambassador Andrew Bennett, who was appointed on 
February 19 to head the newly created the Office of 
Religious Freedom within the Department of Foreign 

Affairs and International Trade.

Frank Gunn/Canadian Press
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The audience applauds the children of the Svitlychka Ukrainian Co-op Nursery of Philadelphia as it celebrated its 
50th anniversary on April 28.

Steven Fartuszok

Metropolitan Antony of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the U.S.A. officiates at the May 12 groundbreaking on 
the site of Ukrainian American Veterans National Monument.

Anna Krawczuk
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engraved on the Constantine Cross that will be placed 
atop both pillars. An octagonal stone at the base between 
the two pillars will be engraved with the American eagle. 
The inscription will read: “Dedicated to all Ukrainian 
American men and women who served in the United 
States Armed Forces.”

Another major organization, one that represents the 
community’s powerhouse credit unions, held its annual 
meeting on June 6-8 in Rochester, N.Y., where the 
Ukrainian Federal Credit Union was celebrating its 60th 
anniversary of service to the Ukrainian American commu-
nity. The Ukrainian National Credit Union Association 
(UNCUA) meeting attracted 30 participants representing 
13 Ukrainian American credit unions headquartered in 
New York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, llinois, Michigan, 
Ohio, Connecticut and Maryland, who gathered to hear 
presentations on current topics of interest to credit union 
leaders and to elect a new board of directors. UNCUA 
Chairman Bohdan Kurczak, who was re-elected, reported 
on the current status of the association: as of December 
31, 2012, the assets of the 15 UNCUA member credit 
unions totaled $2.644 billion, with reserves and undivided 
earnings totaling $400.7 million; member deposits totaled 
$2.232 billion, with $1.515 billion total loans issued in 
2012; there were 101,895 individual members of 
Ukrainian American credit unions in the U.S. Ukrainian 
American credit unions, he underscored, contributed 
nearly $5 million in support of community organizations, 
once again demonstrating the tremendous impact credit 
union membership has on the development of Ukrainian 
American community life.

Among those donations during 2013 was $10,000 
given by the board of directors of the SUMA (Yonkers) 
Federal Credit Union to support the construction of the 
Holodomor Memorial in Washington. (See section on U.S.-
Ukraine relations for more on the memorial.) A check was 
presented to the U.S. Committee for Ukrainian 
Holodomor-Genocide Awareness 1932-1933 during the 
credit union’s annual meeting on March 16.

Another major donation was the sum of $20,000 donat-
ed by Self Reliance (N.Y.) Federal Credit to the newspapers 
Svoboda and The Ukrainian Weekly, which celebrated a 
collective 200 years of service to the Ukrainian communi-
ty and nation. Svoboda was founded in 1893, while The 
Weekly was established in 1933. (More on that in the final 
section of our Year in Review: “Meanwhile, at The 
Weekly.”) Both newspapers are published by the 
Ukrainian National Association.

In other news, there was a merger of two Ukrainian 
credit unions as the Ukrainian Home Dnipro Federal 
Credit Union based in Buffalo, N.Y., merged with the 
Ukrainian Federal Credit Union, headquartered in 
Rochester. At the time of the merger’s announcement, 
UHD FCU, founded in 1962, had $8.9 million in assets and 
five employees, while Ukrainian FCU, founded in 1953, 
had $152 million in assets and six full-service branches 
located in Rochester, Albany and Syracuse, N.Y., 
Sacramento, Calif., Boston and Portland, Ore. The merger 
was seen as further strengthening the Ukrainian 
American credit union movement in New York state.

Among the many anniversaries celebrated by 
Ukrainians in the United States was the very happy golden 
anniversary of the Svitlychka Ukrainian Co-op Nursery in 
the Philadelphia area. Consider this: the first “graduates” 
of the preschool today are in their mid-50s. The 50th anni-
versary was marked with a banquet at the Ukrainian 
Educational and Cultural Center in Jenkintown, a suburb 
of Philadelphia, on April 28. It was a fitting tribute to a 
half-century of nurturing care in a Ukrainian nursery pro-
gram that grew out of the commitment of a few dedicated 
parents in 1963 who saw the need for a nursery school. 
Chrystina Turczeniuk was the school’s founder back in 
1963; the Ukrainian Gold Cross was its sponsor. Over 
1,000 tots have come from these first steps into the active 
Philadelphia community. The highlight of the anniversary 
event, to be sure, was a performance by the school’s cur-
rent pupils, who sang their little hearts out.

Meanwhile, New York City had to bid farewell to one of 
its schools. In May the community learned that St. George 
Ukrainian Catholic School in New York would be closing, 
reportedly because of declining enrollment – the elemen-
tary school and high school combined (grades K-12) had 
merely 90 students. There was no official announcement 
that we could find at the time, yet the community was 
abuzz at around the time of St. George Parish’s annual 
Ukrainian street fair in mid-May. Local activists told The 
Ukrainian Weekly that school administrators did nothing 
to promote it, to attract new students (particularly among 
new immigrants from Ukraine), to announce available 
scholarship money… An announcement posted on the 
school’s website a few days after parents were informed 
about the closing said: “After over 60 years of serving the 
NYC East Village Community, St. George Ukrainian 
Catholic Church has elected to close its elementary school 
doors after the 2012-2013 school year. The St. George 

Academy remains open. We are extremely grateful for all 
those who donated time and money to help our school 
over the years. …” 

Another sign of the changes, and decline, in our com-
munity was the demise of one of our newspapers. The 
weekly newspaper America, the official organ of the 
Providence Association of Ukrainian Catholics in America, 
a fraternal society based in Philadelphia, at first became 
an online-only bilingual publication and, after several 
months, closed up shop due to lack of funds. America’s last 
issue was dated May 4, 2013. The newspaper served the 
Ukrainian community since 1912.

On the bright side, at least one organization in 2013 
demonstrated that it was moving forward. At the national 
conventions of two U.S.-based Lemko organizations in 
October, elections resulted in the selection of new presi-
dents, signaling the organizations’ continuing growth and 
development as the baton of leadership passed from the 
older to the younger generation. On October 26 members 
of the Organization for the Defense of Lemkivshchyna 
(Orhanizatsiya Oborony Lemkivshchyny, or OOL) elected 
Mark Howansky as the new president of their national 
board, while on October 6 members of the Lemko 
Research Foundation Inc. (LRF) elected Andriy Khomyk as 
their new president

Ukrainians in the United States this year commemorat-
ed the 80th anniversary of the Holodomor, or Famine-
Genocide of 1932-1933. Countless communities held their 
own church services, special programs and other forms of 
solemn remembrance. The major event held in memory of 
the Holodomor’s millions of victims took place at the land-
mark St. Patrick’s Cathedral in New York on November 23. 
About 2,000 attended the requiem service led by hier-
archs of the Ukrainian Catholic and Orthodox Churches – 
Metropolitan Antony and Bishop Daniel (Ukrainian 
Orthodox Church of the U.S.A.) and Bishop Paul 
Chomnycky (Ukrainian Catholic Church, Stamford 
Eparchy) – who were joined by area clergy of both 
Churches, with the Dumka Choir of New York singing the 
responses. Sen. Charles Schumer was among the speakers; 
he remarked how he was humbled to share his thoughts 
annually at this commemoration – to honor those who can 
no longer speak, the “murdered millions” of Stalin’s crime. 
“We seek justice for the innocent, but prayer after prayer, 
resolution after resolution, we continue to call out evil for 
what it is – noting how did this happen, who offered aid, 
who is responsible and who stands in the way,” he under-
scored. The White House Office of the Press Secretary 
issued a statement for the occasion.

In Massachusetts, local Ukrainians continued their mis-
sion to establish the Holodomor as a subject for study in 
the state’s curriculum on genocide. The Boston 
Holodomor Committee prepared for a hearing before the 
Massachusetts Joint Legislative Committee on Education 
that was held on October 31 and encouraged 
Massachusetts residents to contact their state legislators 
to seek their support for the relevant bills in the state’s 
House and Senate.

In the capital of New York state, Albany, the local com-
munity succeeded this year in holding a major commemo-
ration of the Holodomor at the Empire State Plaza. The 
goal of the event was not only to remember the millions 
who were killed in this genocide but also to educate the 
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public about this heinous crime. Ceremonies on the plaza 
were followed by a solemn procession to the Cathedral of 
the Immaculate Conception, led by a Memorial 
Holodomor Cross especially designed for this occasion by 
John Uruskyj and carried by him and the other two chil-
dren of survivors, Dr. Nicholas Kulbida and Zina Smith. 
Inside, a requiem service was held. The commemoration 
was widely covered by the local print and broadcast news 
media. Dr. Andrij Baran, chairman of the Ukrainian Famine 
Genocide Commemoration Committee of the Capital 
District, noted that a long-term goal of the committee is 
recognition of the Holodomor as genocide by the New 
York State legislature and incorporation of the study of the 
Holodomor into the mandatory genocide curriculum in 
the state’s schools.

There was news, good and bad, in our community’s 
parishes during 2013. 

In Whippany, N.J., the solemn consecration of the new 
St. John the Baptist Ukrainian Catholic Church took place 
on September 21. Officiating at the consecration was 
Archbishop Stefan Soroka, metropolitan for Ukrainian 
Catholics in the United States. Also participating were 
Bishops Paul Chomnycky and Basil Losten (emeritus) of 
the Stamford Eparchy, as well as the Rt. Rev. Mitred 
Protopresbyter Roman Mirchuk, pastor of St. John’s, and 
visiting clergy. The occasion was marked by three days of 
services, ceremonies and festive gatherings, with the 
faithful attending en masse in their Ukrainian embroi-
dered finery. The church was designed by architect Taras 
Dobusz.

In Minneapolis, St. Constantine Ukrainian Catholic 
Parish on September 21-22 celebrated the centennial of 
its founding. A small group of Ukrainians, along with their 
pastor, the Rev. Konstantyn Kurylo, had established the 
first Ukrainian Catholic parish in the Twin Cities in order 
to better serve the needs of some 70 families in the area. 
Their effort, and the generosity of the community, culmi-
nated in the consecration of the cornerstone of the first 
church on August 17, 1913.

In Philadelphia, a four-alarm fire on August 25 severely 
damaged St. Mary the Protectress Ukrainian Orthodox 
Church. The blaze broke out inside the historic church 
around 1 p.m., soon after a Sunday divine liturgy had con-
cluded. Some 125 firefighters managed to get the blaze 
under control by about 3:19 p.m. A large portion of the 
church’s roof collapsed in the blaze. Metropolitan Antony, 
the primate of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the 
U.S.A., said the fire destroyed millions of dollars in furni-
ture, religious art and icons. “It’s a tragedy, but by the 
grace of God, we’ll make it through,” he told the local affili-
ate of NBC.

And, of course, there were many festivals during 2013. 
Two of the largest and most popular took place in the 
state of New York. On July 12-14, the seventh annual 
Ukrainian Cultural Festival at the Soyuzivka Heritage 
Center in Kerhonkson attracted guests from near and far 
to see and hear top performers from Ukraine and North 
America. Headlining the show were singer/songwriter 
Vika Vasilevych of Ukraine and virtuoso violinist Vasyl 
Popadiuk, originally from Ukraine and now of Canada, 

Ukrainian Americans demonstrate on December 1 in support of the Euro-Maidan near of Ukraine’s Mission to the 
United Nations.

A crane lifts the main cupola for placement atop St. 
John the Baptist Ukrainian Catholic Church in 
Whippany, N.J., on September 20, one day before the 

new church was consecrated.

Andrij Wowk

Paul Hadzewycz

with their respective bands. Also on the bill were the 
always popular Roma Pryma Bohachevsky Dance 
Workshop and the Dunai Dancers of Edmonton, Alberta, 
newcomers to the festival.

A week earlier, the third annual Nadiya Ye! Festival took 
place on the Ellenville grounds of the Ukrainian American 
Youth Association over the Independence Day weekend. 
The culmination of the festival was a Saturday night con-
cert by Ot Vinta from Kyiv. This unique band, which per-
forms a new genre of Ukrainian music known as Ukrainian 
Rockabilly, brought down the house with an energetic and 
powerful concert.

During 2013, the Ukrainian Congress Committee of 
America was active in supporting the Euro-integration of 
Ukraine. On October 2 the UCCA sent a letter to U.S. 
Secretary of State John Kerry, asking his assistance in urg-
ing the government of Ukraine to release Yulia 
Tymoshenko from prison. The letter stated that her 
“immediate release will affirm Ukraine’s commitment to 
democratic values and European standards” and will 
remove the remaining obstacle to Ukraine signing an 
Association Agreement with the European Union during 
the Eastern Partnership Summit in Vilnius, Lithuania. The 
UCCA’s letter reaffirmed the Ukrainian American commu-
nity’s concern about the future of Ukraine and its belief 
that “it is in the best interests of the European Union, as 
well as the United States, for Ukraine to integrate into 
Euro-Atlantic structures through the signing of an 
Association Agreement in November.” As outlined in the 
letter, the politically motivated continued imprisonment of 
Ukraine’s former prime minister severely threatened 
Ukraine’s ongoing transformation into a modern European 
democracy that respects the rule of law.

At year’s end, as the authorities’ response to the ongo-
ing Euro-Maiden in Ukraine turned ugly, the Ukrainian 
American community was gathering in support of the 
peaceful demonstrators in Ukraine and the Ukrainian 
Congress Committee of America was calling for sanctions 
to be imposed on President Yanukovych and his cronies. In 
a December 13 news release, the UCCA stated: “We once 
again call upon the U.S. government to extend their warn-
ing to the Russian government and Vladimir Putin who are 
attempting to foment civil unrest in Ukraine and in this 
way re-establish the Russian empire. The UCCA again 
encourages the United States government to impose aus-
tere sanctions, which will include freezing of assets and 
visa restrictions against Viktor Yanukovych and his regime. 
The Ukrainian government must: refrain from any further 
acts of violence; call for early presidential and parliamenta-
ry elections; immediately release all political prisoners, 
including former Prime Minister Yulia Tymoshenko and 
[provide for] the full restoration of her civil rights, includ-
ing her ability to participate in the upcoming elections; ini-
tiate criminal proceedings against all the members of gov-
ernment, Parliament, armed forces (i.e., Berkut, Internal 
Affairs Ministry forces) and hired civilian thugs, who par-
ticipated in the brutal crackdown against the peaceful 
Euro-Maidan demonstrations.”

A view of the Holodomor commemoration held on Empire State Plaza in Albany, N.Y., on November 2.
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Vicki Karpiak (left), daughter of the late Sen. Paul Yuzyk, presents the Yuzyk “First Day Issue” commemorative 
stamp in the Senate of Canada to Sen. Raynell Andreychuk (center) and Minister Jason Kenney on October 24.

 2013: THE YEAR IN REVIEW

For Ukrainian Canadians, the Canadian Museum of 
Human Rights (CMHR), scheduled to open in 
Winnipeg in September 2014, continued to be an 

issue of discussion and contention. In early 2013 it was 
reported the Ukrainian Canadian Congress (UCC) had held 
a two-day board meeting to discuss the issues, which pri-
marily concern the inclusion of Canada’s First National 
Internment operations of 1914-1920 as well as the 
Holodomor, as exhibits in the CMHR. The board unani-
mously adopted a motion reiterating its position – held for 
the last nine years – in support of a permanent, prominent 
and distinct gallery for the Holodomor at the CMHR, as well 
as a permanent and dedicated exhibit on the internment. 

CMHR’s CEO, Stuart Murray, its head curator, Dr. Clint 
Curle, and director of communications, Angela Cassie, 
attended the late December 2012 meeting with the UCC. 
They presented the proposed content and layout of the 
CMHR, in which the UCC board expressed disappointment. 
The UCC board established an Advisory and Coordinating 
Committee (ACCE), whose role is to provide support to the 
CMHR on academic research and artifacts on Ukrainian 
issues. The committee is to be convened and directed by Dr. 
Jurij Darewych, Valentina Kuryliw and Iryna Mycak.

The Ukrainian Canadian Civil Liberties Association 
(UCCLA) also was active in the discussion on the exhibits 
planned for the CMHR. It began a national educational cam-
paign raising concerns over CMHR’s failure to include any 
significant exhibit dealing with the story of Canada’s first 
internment operations. The UCCLA released a postcard 
highlighting the case of one World War I internee – 
Montreal-born child Mary Manko Haskett – who had been 
interned with her parents and siblings in the Spirit Lake 
Camp in Quebec. Roman Zakaluzny, president of UCCLA, 
maintained that the Ukrainian community is being pun-
ished for having raised objections about CMHR’s contents 
and governance, the exclusion or the trivializing of 
Ukrainian-related content. CMHR relegates the Holodomor 
in Soviet Ukraine in 1932-1933, in which millions of 
Ukrainians perished, to a secondary gallery. He maintained 
that the taxpayer-supported museum references the World 
War I internment operations only in passing, although this 
was a thoroughly Canadian story of human rights. 

During 2013, the UCCLA also continued its project of 
memorializing sites of internment camps with plaques or 
exhibits, supported by the Canadian First World War 
Internment Recognition Fund, a redress settlement that 
the Canadian government had created in 2008. An exhibit 
was opened to provide information about two internment 
camps, which existed in what is now Banff National Park, 
from July 14, 1915, to July 15, 1917. On September 13 a 
permanent exhibit at Cave and Basin National Historic Site 
at Banff, on a site set beside the actual place where the 
internee barracks once stood, was opened. Parks Canada 
had been provided with the resources to help build it.

A trilingual (English, French, Ukrainian) plaque was 

unveiled at the Exhibition Grounds in Lethbridge, Alberta 
,on October 29. The plaque marks the site of an internment 
camp that was in operation from September 30, 1914, to 
November 7, 1916. This is the 22nd plaque placed by the 
UCCLA, leaving only two camp sites out of the total 24 – 
Montreal and Halifax – to be memorialized. 

The celebration of the centenary of Plast continued dur-
ing 2013 in Winnipeg with an exhibition and public lecture. 
The exhibition, “The Story of Plast,” organized by Oseredok 
– the Ukrainian Cultural and Educational Center – and 
curated by Executive Director Sophia Kachor, was officially 
opened on October 21 by Prof. Jaroslav Rozumnyj. It por-
trayed a unique narrative of an organization that was found-
ed in western Ukraine, banned there by Polish authorities, 
survived clandestinely through repressions and World War 
II, was successfully “exported” abroad and finally “import-
ed” back to the homeland in the early 1990s. The story was 
illustrated with photos from the Central State Historical 
Archives of Lviv, Archives of Ivano-Frankivsk Oblast, 
archives of Plast in Ukraine, the United States and Manitoba, 
as well as the collection of Oseredok. 

Complementing the “Story of Plast” was an exhibition of 
artwork by Plast’s youngest members, depicting scenes of 
favorite activities with symbols and ceremonies. On 
November 18, the senior historian at the Ukrainian 
Cultural Heritage Village, Radomir Bilash, gave a presenta-
tion about Plast in Canada in the 1930s. He traced the 
interest of various parties in those years in establishing 
Plast in Canada; those early groups calling themselves Plast 
or “plastuny” were ultimately integrated into the Boy 

Scouts of Canada. 
The centenary was also marked by a Ukrainian-

language documentary film “100 Rokiv Plastovoyi Ideyi” 
(known in English as “100 Years of Ukrainian Scouting”) 
which was shown in Montreal on February 24. (It had 
already been shown at the centenary celebrations in Lviv in 
the summer of 2012 and Toronto’s centennial celebrations 
in October 2012). The 30-minute film was produced and 
edited by Montreal based filmmaker Yurij Luhovy. The film 
screening was enthusiastically received, during which Mr. 
Luhovy acknowledged the film’s initiator and director 
Tanya Dzulynsky and graphic designer Adriana Luhova. Mr. 
Luhovy noted that the film was an example of how the 
Ukrainian diaspora, after World War II, continued the work 
of Plast, which had been founded in Lviv in 1911-1912 and 
banned by the Polish authorities in 1930. The film is nar-
rated by Irena Korpan with original music by Roman 
Luhovy of Kyiv. 

Mr. Luhovy was also responsible for the production of 
the first French version of the documentary film 
“Ukrainians in Quebec 1891-1945” (“Les Ukrainiens du 
Québec”) which premiered on June 17 at the Spirit Lake 
Internment Interpretive Center. The keynote speaker was 
François Gendron, deputy premier of Quebec, who 
expressed delight that the history of early Ukrainian settle-
ment was now available to Quebec’s majority Francophone 
population. Mr. Luhovy, who was producer and director of 
the documentary, gave an overview of how the original 
English-language version of the film was made and shot in 
16 mm film in the mid-1970s. The film includes a section 

Ukrainian Canadians:
speaking out on the issues

Chrystia Freeland, candidate for the Canadian Parliament, with her children during the parade of the Toronto 
Ukrainian Festival on September 13.

Oksana Struk

Prime Minister Stephen Harper of Canada (fore-
ground) and Ukrainian Canadian Congress National 
President Paul Grod are greeted by the Barvinok 
Ukrainian Dance Group at the XXIV triennial 
Congress of Ukrainian Canadians, which was held on 

November 8-10.

UCC
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on the internment of Ukrainians at the Spirit Lake camp
The Ukrainian Canadian Students’ Union (SUSK) held its 

55th national congress, hosted by the Ukrainian Students’ 
Society at the University of Alberta on May 9-12. The four-
day congress featured professional seminars on topics 
such as: the Holodomor, George Orwell and the refugees 
(Andrea Chalupa), contemporary politics in Ukraine 
(Marta Farion), the UCC (Daria Luciw), the Shevchenko 
Foundation (Andriy Hladyshevsky), business and the 
Ukrainian connection (Canada-Ukraine Chamber of 
Commerce) and others. Participants also attended social 
and team-building activities – they brainstormed ideas on 
this year’s selected problem: the decline of bilingual educa-
tion in Canada. In the elections of the executive Christine 
Czoli was voted as SUSK president. 

Volunteer organizations are the mainstay of Ukrainian 
community life, but sometimes they need to brush up on 
how to plan strategy and tactics. To assist them, an all-day 
leadership workshop, “Stronger Communities Through 
Stronger Organizations,” was held on April 13. It was co-
sponsored by the UCC and the Ukrainian Catholic 
Education Foundation (UCEF) and attracted 70 partici-
pants, representing 30 Ukrainian Canadian organizations. 
The conference was the brainchild of Christine Kuzyk, a 
development manager for UCEF. She opened the proceed-
ings and introduced the facilitator, Elisabeth Way of 
Management Stratagems Group, who outlined the need for 
institutional balance between dynamic vision and charis-
matic leadership on the one hand, and sound management 
and fiscal stewardship on the other. Alex Kuzma, chief 
development officer for UCEF, spoke about the challenges 
facing many organizations which have become risk-averse, 
prone to be overly cautious, unoriginal. Formal presenta-
tions at the sessions were interspersed with group discus-
sions. Two other consultants explained how organizations 
build strong relationships with their donors. In summing 
up, several community leaders gave positive feedback on 
the workshop but said that talking was not enough: “Great 
ideas! Now we need to follow through and implement.”

The news at the end of 2012 that the Canadian govern-
ment intended to create a Canadian Museum of History on 
the site of the current Museum of Civilization created some 
concern about the fate of one of the most prominent arti-
facts in the Canada Hall of the Museum of Civilization. 
Originally erected by Ukrainian Catholic pioneers in 1907, 
in the town of Smoky Lake, Alberta, a modest chapel was 
replaced in 1913 by a sanctuary designed by the mission-
ary priest and architect, the Rev. Philip Ruh, a native of 
Alsace Lorraine. It was dedicated to St. Onufrius and 
served its parishioners until 1964 when, due to depopula-
tion, the congregation was no longer viable. Thirty years 
later the church was donated to the Canadian Museum of 
Civilization in Gatineau, Quebec. It was disassembled, 
shipped and then reassembled inside the Canada Hall of 
the museum, reconsecrated and opened to the public on 
June 18, 1996. The UCC concern as to the future of the St. 
Onuphrius Church received reassurance from president of 
the Museum of Civilization that the church would continue 
to be featured in the new history museum. 

The Globe and Mail became the fifth recipient of the 
John Syrnick Journalism Award. The Toronto newspaper 
was chosen for providing illuminating coverage of an issue 
significant to Ukrainian Canadians: the 2012 parliamentary 
elections in Ukraine. Dr. Christine Turkewych, selection 

committee chair, said that the newspaper’s coverage of the 
elections was presented with well-researched and thor-
oughly written articles of importance and relevance to all 
Canadians. The articles were authored by Brian Bonner, 
John Doyle, Ambassador Derek Fraser and John 
Stackhouse. The 2013 Syrnick Award was presented on 
April 24 at Massey College, University of Toronto, by Sen. 
Raynell Andreychuk and Andrew Hladyshevsky, president 
of the Shevchenko Foundation, which sponsors the award. 

Awards and honors were given out during the year 
through the UCC. On February 8, Dr. Orest Cap and Sophia 
Kachor were awarded the Queen Elizabeth II Jubilee Medal 
at a special awards ceremony at the University of Manitoba 
in Winnipeg and presented by UCC President Paul Grod on 
behalf of the Governor General. Dr. Cap, professor of tech-
nology education and director of the imperial Oil Academy 
at the University of Manitoba, was honored for his work in 
establishing the Chernihiv State Teacher Innovation Award 
Project at Hohol State University in Nizhyn and the 
Chernihiv State Pedagogical University of Chernihiv, both in 
Ukraine. Ms Kachor, the executive director and chief of col-
lections of the Ukrainian Cultural and Education Center 
(Oseredok) in Winnipeg, is a board member of the Taras 
Shevchenko Ukrainian Canadian Foundation, a past board 
member of UCC National and has been active in Plast on 
the local, national and international levels. The Queen 
Elizabeth II Diamond Jubilee Medal was created in 2011 to 
mark the 60th anniversary of her reign. 

The awards ceremonies continued in Toronto on 
September 26, where seven more people were honored 
with the Queen Elizabeth Diamond Jubilee Medal: Anna 
Trojan, Ann Szyptur, Oksana Zakydalsky, Olya Sheveli, 
Bozhena Iwanusiw, Valentina Kuryliw, Maria Szkambara. 

In 2013, Sen. Paul Yuzyk (1913-1986) was honored 
with a Canadian postage stamp. On October 24 the newly 
released Paul Yuzyk stamp was unveiled in the Senate of 
Canada; it was officially released by Canada Post on 
October 26. Sen. Yuzyk was known for his role in defining 
contributions of Canadians of non-British and non-French 
origins, of shaping an all-inclusive Canadian identity and 
for the concept of multiculturalism. The senator had 
stressed that Canadians of every ethnic background con-
tribute to the nation-building process and for this he is rec-
ognized as the “Father of Multiculturalism.” Daughters of 
the late senator– Eve Yuzyk-Duravetz, Vicki Karpiak and 
Vera Yuzyk – attended the unveiling ceremony. 

On September 13-15 the 17th Toronto Ukrainian 
Festival launched a whirlwind of non-stop entertainment, 
traditional food, cultural displays and activities for all ages. 
This free, three-day family-focused showcase of the most 
widely identifiable aspects of Ukrainian culture, attracted a 
diverse audience of about 600,000. This year the festival 
headliners were classic rockers Kozak System from 
Ukraine, who teamed up with Taras Chubay for a perfor-
mance of Ukrainian world music – modern technology and 
rhythms combined with Ukrainian melodies and lyricism. 
The group’s appearance was made possible by a grant from 
Celebrate Ontario, which also helped to bring such out-of-
town groups as the Cheremosh dancers from Edmonton, 
the Syzokryli Dance Ensemble from New York, the 
Todaschuk Sisters from Winnipeg and the St. Andrew 
Vodohray Dancers from Bloomingdale, Ill. 

The crowd-pleasing parade that opened the festival fea-
tured more than 65 entries and 2,000 participants led by the 

parade marshal – author, journalist and media personality 
Chrystia Freeland with her three children. At the official 
opening, Chris Alexander, Minister of Immigration and 
Citizenship presented Jurij Klufas, founder and chair of the 
festival, with the Queen Elizabeth II Diamond Jubilee Medal. 
Premier Kathleen Wynne of Ontario was welcomed on stage 
and Mr. Klufas presented an award to Eugene Melnyk, phi-
lanthropist and owner of the Ottawa Senators hockey team, 
recognizing his role as an ongoing festival sponsor.

One of the unique events at the festival this year was the 
photo exhibit by Ukrainian Parisian photographer Youry 
Bilak “The Hutsuls: In the Shadow of the Carpathians.” The 
Kule Center for Ukrainian and Canadian Folklore featured 
an interactive exhibit “The Ukrainian Dance from Village to 
Stage.” On Sunday, the youth program featured some 170 
young performers. 

On November 8-10, the UCC held its XXIV Triennial 
Congress of Ukrainian Canadians to set its policy direction 
and elect its leadership for the next three years. For the 
first time in 70 years, the gathering was held in Toronto 
and brought together some 400 delegates, observers and 
guests. Some of the highlights of the Congress included a 
financial report that highlighted the critical need to 
increase the UCC’s donor base and a panel discussion on 
the CMHR, focusing on the UCC’s concerns over balance in 
the museum. 

A new event at this year’s congress was the “Ukrainian 
Dragons” competition. This highly anticipated session – 
based on the TV program “Dragons’ Den” – paired philan-
thropists Borys Chabursky, Ian Ihnatowycz, John Ivaniura, 
Nadia Jacyk, Eugene Melnyk and James Temerty with inno-
vative community projects vying for a $60,000 prize. Out of 
over 30 submissions of projects from community organiza-
tions which had been submitted, hoping for financing, five 
were pitched to the funders at the public session. The win-
ners were: Ukrainian Canadian Students Union (SUSK) – 
for mentorship of students (awarded $25,000); Lemon 
Bucket Orkestra – for a tour of Canada performing 
Ukrainian and Eastern European musical selections 
(awarded $20,000); and the Vesnivka choir – for an online 
library of choral music (awarded $15,000). 

The gala dinner featured Prime Minister Stephen 
Harper in a 25-minute “Conversation with the Prime 
Minister” conducted by Mr. Klufas. The prime minister 
commented on many issues currently of concern to the 
Ukrainian community. 

The Taras Shevchenko Medal was awarded to nine 
recipients: Vasyl Balan, Roman Borys, Dr. Daria Darewych, 
Dr. Jurij Darewych, Halya Kuchmij, Valentina Kuryliw, Irene 
Mycak, Peter Shostak and Iroida Wynnyckyj. UWC presi-
dent Eugene Czolij presented the St. Volodymyr the Great 
Medal to James Temerty and Sen. Andreychuk. 

UCC Youth Leadership Awards of Excellence were 
received by Christine Czoli, Danylo Korbabicz, Bozena 
Hrycyna and Andrea Kardasz.

The congress elected the officers, board of directors and 
board of auditors of the UCC. Members of the executive 
committee are: Mr. Grod, national president; Renata 
Roman, first vice-president; Emil Yareniuk, second vice-
president; Andrea Kopylech, secretary; and Walter 
Dlugosh, treasurer. 

Appointed on January 25 from Saskatchewan, Denise 
Batters is a new Canadian senator. She gave an exclusive 
interview to the UCC, answering questions about her edu-
cational background, her interest in politics and memories 
regarding her Ukrainian Canadian heritage. Growing up in 
Regina, Saskatchewan, she attended Ukrainian school, 
danced in a Ukrainian ensemble and still attends St. Basil 
Ukrainian Catholic Church in Regina. She was a practicing 
lawyer, and in the Senate she has taken up the cause of 
fighting the stigma of mental illness. 

Ms. Freeland, a journalist, prize-winning author of 
“Plutocrats” and former senior editor of New York based-
Thomson Reuters, won the Liberal Party nomination for 
the federal riding of Toronto Center. On November 25 she 
won the by-election. Ms. Freeland entered the House of 
Commons and was tapped to serve as co-chair of Liberal 
leader Justin Trudeau’s Economic Council of Advisors, 
which is writing the party’s economic policy. She will have 
to defend her seat in the next federal general election, 
which is scheduled for 2015.

Last but not least, it should be noted that 2013 began on 
a merry note in Ottawa, when members of the Canadian 
capital’s Ukrainian community on January 16 performed a 
series of Ukrainian Christmas carols at Stornway, the resi-
dence of the leader of the Opposition. They sang the well-
known “Carol of the Bells.” Mr. Mulcair was then hosting a 
meeting of provincial NDP leaders, so the carollers had a 
larger audience than anticipated.

One of the lively break-out sessions during the “Stronger Communities” workshop organized in Toronto on April 
13 by the Ukrainian Canadian Congress and the Ukrainian Catholic Education Foundation.

Olya Grod
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Being the 80th anniversary of the Holodomor, 2013 
was notable for the many conferences, events and 
projects commemorating this historic genocide.  

In commemoration of the anniversary of the Famine-
Genocide of 1932-1933 in Ukraine, Canadian Institute of 
Ukrainian Studies (CIUS) Press published “The 
Holodomor Reader,” the first comprehensive English-
language source-book on this tragedy of the Ukrainian 
people. The materials are grouped in six sections: schol-
arship; legal assessments, findings and resolutions; eye-
witness accounts and memoirs; survivor testimonies, 
memoirs, diaries, and letters; documents; and works of 
literature. Each section is prefaced with introductory 
remarks describing the contents. The book also contains 
a bibliographic note and a map showing the intensity of 
the famine by region. 

Only recently has much of this material become avail-
able to the public through the tireless efforts of Ukrainian 
scholars who, from a huge and scattered array of materi-
als, selected 200 texts that in their totality fulfill the fol-
lowing objectives: 1) present a “broad picture of the 
Holodomor” from a variety of sources and perspectives; 
2) provide the larger context of the event and resulting 
consequences, particularly through the perceptions of 
contemporaries outside the borders of Ukraine; and 3) 
“highlight the national characteristics and consequences 
of the Famine and its relation to nationalism and the 
nationality question in the Soviet Union.” 

The CIUS at the University of Alberta on February 25 
announced the establishment of the Holodomor 
Research and Education Consortium (HREC), made pos-
sible by a generous gift of $1,062,000 from the Temerty 
Family Foundation based in Toronto. The mandate of the 
HREC, which began its work in January, is to research, 
study, publish and disseminate information about the 
Famine-Genocide of 1932-1933 in Ukraine, ensuring that 
the Ukrainian experience receives greater recognition in 
society at large and that it is represented in the teaching 
of history and genocide.

Approximately 50 educators, community activists and 
students from Canada and the United States gathered on 
May 10-12 in Toronto for the Holodomor Education 
Conference – the first conference in North America 
devoted to the teaching of the Famine-Genocide of 1932-
1933.  The conference was organized by the HREC of the 
CIUS, together with the National Holodomor Education 
Committee (NHEC), Ukrainian Canadian Congress, 
Ukrainian Canadian Research and Documentation Center 
(UCRDC) and St. Vladimir Institute, with generous sup-
port from the BCU Foundation and the Ukrainian Credit 
Union. A line-up of experts shared knowledge and expe-
rience on the following topics: “Promoting Inclusion of 
the Holodomor in Curricula,” “Teaching Methodologies 
and Approaches,” “Commemorating Holodomor 
Memorial Day,” “New Resources and Introduction to the 
Holodomor Workbook and Teaching Kit” and “The 
Holodomor and Emerging Technologies.” The conference 
was designed to encourage the active exchange of ideas, 

with numerous small group discussions that allowed 
participants to build on what speakers had presented at 
each session.

Back in 2010 the Harvard Ukrainian Research 
Institute (HURI) had launched a new project, “The Atlas 
of the Holodomor” which, according to its head, Dr. Serhii 
Plokhii, the Mykhailo Hrushevsky Professor of Ukrainian 
History at the History Department of Harvard, can con-
tribute to the understanding of the nature and repercus-
sions of that tragic event. It is an interactive Geographic 
Information Systems (GIS)-based series of maps of the 
Great Ukrainian Famine. Dr. Plokhii discussed the prog-
ress of the project during an interview in 2013. The 
short-term goal of the atlas project sets a priority for pro-
ducing a pilot set of maps that will highlight key topics: 
demographic losses, the extent of the use of punitive 
measures against those who failed to meet highly inflated 
state grain quotas and changes in the ethnic composition 
of the most affected areas. But this is only the first step in 
a much more ambitious project, which will include digi-
tized maps of Ukraine in many different periods. The 
main goal of the project is to present various types of 
data pertinent to understanding the nature and effects of 
the Holodomor in a comprehensive and coherent man-
ner, and to use all of the advantages of a cartographic 
interface to discern chronological, spatial and other kinds 
of relationships that are not immediately obvious. The 
atlas was conceived as an ongoing interdisciplinary, mul-
tilingual, interactive, web-based resource that will be 
updated and expanded constantly as new data become 
available. It is meant to serve as a depository of all the 
available and relevant Holodomor data, and to introduce 
academic and general audiences to unique visual forms 
of data analysis. It is also designed to assist in the study 
of such often controversial matters as the scale of demo-

graphic losses, the root causes of the Famine and the 
issue of genocide.

New research on the Holodomor was accentuated at the 
conference of the Canadian Association of Slavists (CAS) 
held at the University of Victoria in Victoria, British 
Columbia, on June 1-3. At the annual conference, CIUS 
scholars associated with the Toronto-based Holodomor 
Research and Education Consortium organized a panel on 
“The Ukrainian Famine of 1932-1933: Metamorphosis, 
Politics and Acknowledgement.” The first paper titled, “The 
Metamorphosis of a Famine: Or, How the Famine of 1931-
1932 Became the Holodomor of 1932-1933,” was present-
ed by Bohdan Klid; it included excerpts from Soviet gov-
ernment and Communist Party documents, featuring cor-
respondence between Stalin and Lazar Kaganovich, sup-
porting the contention that a famine that began in late 
1931 was transformed over time into the Holodomor and 
that this was an act of deliberate starvation. 

Andrij Makuch’s presentation on “Academic Aspects of 
the 1980s North American Ukrainian Famine Awareness 
Campaign” examined four efforts to increase knowledge 
about the Famine during its 50th anniversary in the early 
1980s. Notwithstanding its achievements, Mr. Makuch 
continued, the Famine awareness campaign was attacked 
by critics, who charged that the Famine issue was being 
raised to deflect attention from the question of Ukrainian 
participation in the Holocaust. The third presentation, by 
Serge Cipko, was titled “The Famine of 1932-1933 and 
the Question of the Admission of the USSR to the League 
of Nations.” Two other papers on collectivization in 
Ukraine were delivered at the CAS conference. Jars Balan 
of CIUS gave a paper on “Collectivizing the Peasantry of 
Ukraine as Reported by the Mainstream Canadian Press, 
1928-1932” and Olga Bertelson of the University of 
Nottingham presented a paper on “Concealing the 
Realities of Collectivization in Ukraine from Foreign 
Journalists: The State, Secrecy and the Soviet Secret 
Police, 1928-1933.”

 “Contextualizing the Holodomor – A Conference on 
the 80th Anniversary” was organized by the HREC in 
Toronto on September 29-30. The aim of the conference 
was to examine the Holodomor in several different con-
texts, including Soviet history, Stalinism and genocide. 
Norman Naimark (Stanford University), author of the 
book “Stalin’s Genocides,” enumerated its six aspects of 
how “the Holodomor fits well into the general taxonomy 
of genocide.” To encourage graduate students to pursue 
studies and research on the Holodomor and other 
Ukrainian topics, the HREC provided 17 young scholars 
with stipends to support their attendance at the confer-
ence and engage with the leading specialists. Among 
them were present graduate students in psychology, soci-
ology, law, theater, film and political science. At the con-
clusion of the conference the HREC presented Roman 
Serbyn (University of Quebec at Montreal) with an award 
(a reproduction of the Holodomor monument in Kyiv) in 
recognition of his contributions to the study and under-
standing of the Holodomor.

A landmark conference presenting new research and 
newly discovered information about the Holodomor, or 

Academia: a focus
on the Holodomor

The establishment of the Holodomor Research and Education Consortium at the University of Alberta was 
announced on February 25. Its executive and staff members are (from left): Andrij Makuch, Bohdan Klid, Marta 

Baziuk, Valentyna Kuryliw and Frank Sysyn.

CIUS

Dr. Andrea Graziosi of the University of Naples and author/columnist Anne Applebaum speak at the conference 
“Taking Measure of the Holodomor,” which was held in New York on November 5-6.

Alexander Balaban/CUSUR
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Famine-Genocide of 1932-1933 in Ukraine, brought 
more than 50 prominent scholars from around the globe 
to the Princeton University Club of New York on 
November 5-6. The two-day conference, titled “Taking 
Measure of the Holodomor,” was part of the Ukrainian 
Historical Encounters Series, whose program coordina-
tor is Dr. Walter Zaryckyj, executive director of the Center 
for U.S.-Ukrainian Relations. It was presented by the cen-
ter in collaboration with the HURI, CIUS, HREC and 
National Academy of Sciences of Ukraine. 

Day one focused on why, how and where the genocide 
occurred. The conference opened with “A First Word 
Concerning the ‘Great Famine of 1932-1933,’ ” featuring 
Prof. Mark von Hagen (Arizona State University), who 
provided the historical background and context for the 
discussions that were to follow. Dr. Lubomyr Hajda 
(Harvard University), who served as chair for the confer-
ence opening, noted the importance of moving Ukrainian 
studies more into the realm of comparative studies, stat-
ing the need to look at the policies that created the 
Holodomor. Dr.  Serbyn (University of Quebec at 
Montreal) continued by noting that there had been 
attempts to explain the famine as the result of economic 
policy, however, Soviet leaders did not want to simply 
starve Ukrainian peasants but to destroy the Ukrainian 
nation. 

Pulitzer Prize-winning author Anne Applebaum, who 
is now working on a book about the Holodomor, was the 
featured speaker. Ms. Applebaum said she is interested in 
pursuing the motivations and mechanisms behind the 
Famine, while Dr. Robert Kusnierz (Pomeranian 
University, Poland) provided the Polish perspective on 
the Holodomor, citing reports by Polish diplomats in 
Ukraine. Dr. Oleh Wolowyna (University of North 
Carolina at Chapel Hill; Center for Demographic and 
Socioeconomic Research of Ukrainians in the U.S. 
Shevchenko Scientific Society) pointed out that there still 
are many original documents stored in different archives 
and this has revitalized the search for and analysis of 
these documents, while Cheryl Madden (Shevchenko 
Scientific Society) cited the lack of records on deaths, or 
even sizes of families, which makes it hard to come up 
with a “definitive number” for the number of the 
Holodomor’s victims. 

On view during the conference was an exhibit of his-
toric news reports, publications and books about the 
Holodomor that was prepared by the Ukrainian National 
Association. On the evening of the conference’s first day, 
November 5, The Ukrainian Museum was the venue for a 
special program on the theme “The Holodomor’s Impact 
on General Political Discourse Over the Decades,” which 
was hosted by Valentina Kuryliw, director of education 
for the HREC. Herman Pirchner, president of the 
American Foreign Policy Council, was the featured speak-
er. The evening also included “A Tribute to Pioneers of 
Holodomor Awareness” that recognized the work of the 
Ukrainian National Women’s League of America in relief 
efforts and awareness campaigns at the time of the 
Famine-Genocide and in subsequent decades, as well as 
the key role of attorney Victor Rud in the campaign to air 
a special about the Holodomor on William F. Buckley Jr.’s 
TV show “Firing Line.” 

Day two (November 6) of the scholarly forum “Taking 
Measure of the Holodomor” explored social, psychologi-
cal, economic and legal aspects of Holodomor. The two-
day conference at the Princeton University Club ended 
with sessions on remorse and reconciliation, and future 
challenges and approaches to the study of this genocide. 
Oxana Shevel (Tufts University) noted how the discourse 
on the Holodomor has evolved through the years,  always  
dictated by those in power. The term “genocide,” when 
referring to the Holodomor, wasn’t even used by the lead-
ership until 2003. President Viktor Yushchenko took it to 
a new level under his leadership, including the establish-
ment of criminal charges for the denial of the Holodomor, 
Prof. Shevel said, while under President Viktor 
Yanukovych, there was a notable shift and the genocidal 
nature of the Holodomor was denied. Dr. George 
Grabowicz of Harvard University noted that the 
Holodomor is unique among genocides, because for 30 to 
40 years after the Famine-Genocide, the victims praised 
the regime responsible. This type of “Stockholm 
Syndrome” is a result of suppressed knowledge, the lack 
of national identity and symptoms of historical amnesia 
that will eventually phase out with Ukraine’s 
Europeanization.

That evening, more than 100 people attended the 

Holodomor commemorative event at the Ukrainian 
Institute of America (UIA), hosted by the Ukrainian 
Congress Committee of America (UCCA). The Student 
Organization of Mykola Mikhnovsky (TUSM) prepared a 
reading of Holodomor victims’ names from just one vil-
lage in Ukraine.

The HREC organized a scholarly conference in Toronto 
on November 27-28 to mark the 80th anniversary of the 
Holodomor. In addition, the HREC developed training 
modules aimed at history and social studies teachers and 
is working with teachers’ associations and school boards 
to ensure that the Holodomor is addressed during pro-
fessional development days at the provincial and board 
levels. The plan is to prepare and disseminate authorita-
tive and accessible Holodomor resources for students, 
educators, schools, school boards, ministries and other 
institutions and engage in ongoing outreach activities to 
support the inclusion of the Famine-Genocide in school 
curricula.

Conferences, major lectures

The Ukrainian Studies Program, Harriman Institute at 
Columbia University organized a conference titled 
“ ‘Braking’ News: Censorship, Media and Ukraine” in New 
York City on February 21-22. The conference gathered 
the world’s top analysts on Ukrainian media at Columbia 
for two days to examine the contemporary state and 
functioning of Ukrainian media.  

Andriy Kulykov, host of the “Svoboda Slova” (Freedom 
of Speech) talk show on ICTV Ukraine, delivered the key-
note address on “Ukrainian Media: Old Pressures, New 
Challenges.” He clarified that it is not direct interference, 
but the ownership of media outlets that is most danger-
ous. He also cautioned that change will only come from 
within, regardless of international monitoring. Anastasiia 
Grynko, who holds a Ph.D. in journalism and teaches at 
the National University of Kyiv Mohyla Academy, stated 
that ethics don’t exist in Ukraine. The most popular chan-
nels are owned by oligarchic clans and the state plays a 
secondary role in the pressure placed on media free-
doms. Volodymyr Kulyk, research fellow at Harvard 
University and at the National Academy of Sciences of 
Ukraine, noted that younger people are more inclined to 
read Ukrainian better than those who are the product of 
the old Soviet identity. The conference concluded with a 
screening of the film, “Ukraine: When the Countdown 
Began” (2011 by Serhiy Bukovsky), presented by Dr. Yuri 
Shevchuk of Columbia University.

In light of the political developments in Ukraine, 
Ukrainian language politics was a timely topic to explore in 
greater detail at the biennial Petro Jacyk Memorial 
Symposium, held in February at the HURI. Titled “Politics of 
Language in Contemporary Ukraine: Practices, Identities, 
Ideologies,” the symposium featured six distinguished 
speakers from the United States, Canada and Ukraine, 
who presented the results of their most recent research 
in this area of sociolinguistics and political science. 

Aneta Pavlenko (Temple University) spoke about the 
impact of language policies on young Ukrainians. Debra 
A. Friedman (Indiana University) stated that “in post-
independent Ukraine the meaning of ‘ridna mova’ (native 

language) is undergoing a subtle shift that is tied to a 
change in the referent for the term ‘Ukrainian,’ which no 
longer refers solely to an ethnic category, but also to a 
civic category based on citizenship.” The conclusion 
reached by the speakers is that no matter what laws poli-
ticians enact or what conclusions scholars come to, the 
fate of the language is ultimately in the hands of the peo-
ple who choose to use or discard it.

In celebration of the 20th anniversary of the establish-
ment of the Institute of Historical Research (IHR) at the 
Ivan Franko National University of Lviv, a conference was 
held on March 14-15 on “19th and 20th Century 
Ukrainian History: New Approaches and Interpretations.” 
Presentations and discussions focused on the following 
themes: Church history, the first and second world wars, 
Ukrainian history after the collapse of the Soviet Union 
and Ukraine’s independence, and an examination of the 
Ukrainian national movement, focusing on biographical 
studies of its various leaders. With reference to the last 
conference topic, a launch was held to mark the publica-
tion of the first volume of the collected works of the 
prominent social activist and scholar Mykhailo Zubrytsky 
(1856-1919).

The 50th anniversary of the W. K. Lypynsky East 
European Research Institute was marked by a grand cel-
ebration at the institute’s headquarters in Philadelphia. 
This was also the 25th anniversary of the death of one of 
the institute’s founders, Eugene Zyblikevych. Dr. Zenon 
Kohut gave a presentation on March 17 in memory of Mr. 
Zyblikevych titled “Habent sua fata libelli: The Long Road 
of Two Monographs Devoted to Hetman Petro 
Doroshenko.” He presented an intriguing history of two 
biographies of Hetman Doroshenko (1665-1676), one 
written by a distant relative, the famous Ukrainian histo-
rian and political figure Dmytro Doroshenko (1882-
1951), the other by the Polish scholar Jan Perdenia 
(1898-1973). The texts of both monographs barely sur-
vived and were not published until decades after the 
deaths of their authors. Both monographs provided a 
basis for the most recent study of the life and work of 
Hetman Doroshenko issued in 2011 by the Ukrainian his-
torians Valerii Smolii and Valerii Stepankov.

In 2013 Ukraine was the chair of the Organization for 
Security and Cooperation in Europe, and among the main 
topics of its leadership, Ukraine chose trafficking of 
human beings, a very real problem not only for Ukraine 
but for all OSCE member countries. The University of 
Alberta’s CIUS on March 22 brought together scholars, 
community groups and government officials from 
Ukraine and Canada to find ways to solve the problem of 
human trafficking in Ukraine. Researchers in women’s 
and gender studies, law and political science were among 
the participants spending the day defining the scope of 
the problem and searching for solutions. Political science 
professor Siobhan Byrne said that a comprehensive 
approach to the issues of human trafficking involves 
examining the local, national and international dimen-
sions to get at the root causes.

Serhii Plokhii, the Mykhailo Hrushevsky Professor of 
Ukrainian History at Harvard University, shared his 
insights on why Russia allowed the Soviet Union to fall 

Prof. Marta Dyczok (right) speaks on August 23 at the U.S. Holocaust Memorial Museum about the plight of 
Ukrainian forced laborers repatriated to the Soviet Union after World War II. 

Yaro Bihun
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apart during a Kennan Institute discussion on April 29 at 
the Woodrow Wilson Center for International Scholars in 
Washington. Some of his conclusions were based on new 
source material he found in Russian and Ukrainian 
archives, as well as in the George H.W. Bush Presidential 
Library in Texas. Contrary to the popular view that the 
disintegration of the Soviet Union was due to a loss of 
power of the Communist Party, Dr. Plokhii believes that 
the Soviet Union “was defeated at the ballot box” in 
Ukraine in 1991, when more than 90 percent of the par-
ticipants in the national referendum voted for Ukraine’s 
independence. Once Ukraine voted for independence, 
Russia did not want to remain in a union with the 
remaining majority of Muslim states.

World War II displaced or made homeless more than 
30 million Europeans, among them millions of 
Ukrainians. Their plight and how their lives evolved since 
then was the subject of a two-week workshop in 
Washington at the U.S. Holocaust Memorial Museum, that 
brought together an international team of specialists to 
discuss how they can integrate their research findings 
and illuminate the profound human cost of that war and 
its aftermath. Prof. Marta Dyczok of the University of 
Western Ontario, who spoke on August 23, stated that 
one of the problems she and her colleagues encountered 
in their research of this subject was that most of these 
refugees and immigrants did not always have the oppor-
tunity to put their remembrances on the historical 
record. And that was especially true for the largest such 
group – the “Ostarbeiter,” forced laborers from the East 
under German rule. Most of them were repatriated after 
the war – some by force, some voluntarily. Prof. Dyczok 
noted that the official Soviet line was that they were lib-
erated, welcomed home, given housing and jobs, and 
were enjoying a wonderful life, when in fact, “they were 
treated as traitors, they were reconscripted into the Red 
Army, into labor battalions...and their narratives are only 
now starting to come out.”

The Ukrainian National Museum (UNM), located in the 
heart of Chicago’s Ukrainian Village, was the setting for 
the third annual conference of the Ukrainian Heritage 
Consortium of North America (UHCNA), with representa-
tives from key Ukrainian museums and libraries from the 
united States and Canada. The three-day conference con-
vened on October 4, with a tour of the impressive collec-
tions and exhibits of the UNM and the opening of the 
exhibit “Artists Respond to Genocide,” commemorating 
the 80th anniversary of the Holodomor, at the Ukrainian 
Institute of Modern Art (UIMA). Sessions included tech-
nical presentations by museum professionals and  a dis-
cussion of next year’s plans by individual museums and 
the consortium to commemorate the bicentennial of 
Taras Shevchenko’s birth in 2014. A lively a panel discus-
sion “The Life of Ukrainian Books” addressed the future 
of Ukrainian libraries and books in the diaspora, and the 
challenges of preserving precious items from private col-
lections.

University news

Dr. Taras Dobko, senior vice-rector of the Ukrainian 
Catholic University (UCU), announced at a January 12 
meeting in Chicago that UCU had received its re-accredi-
tation from the Ukrainian Ministry of Education after an 
extensive accreditation process. Although the university 
has won international acclaim for the excellence of its 
programs and for its firm commitment to academic free-
dom, the ministry required the university to undergo a 
rigorous review before granting re-accreditation. Dr. 
Dobko reported that the ministry also approved the uni-
versity’s request to open two new programs: one in psy-
chology and another in IT management.

Nazareth College in Rochester, N.Y., and the National 
University of Ostroh Academy, in Ukraine have estab-
lished a cooperative relationship to promote the develop-
ment of collaborative educational projects for the benefit 
of both institutions’ faculty members, departments, insti-
tutes, and students. The Memorandum of Understanding 
signed on January 22 envisions faculty exchanges for 
teaching and research projects and internships for pro-
fessional and administrative staff. It is anticipated that 
study and research opportunities will also be explored 
for undergraduate and graduate students as well as joint 
sponsorship of courses, short-term educational pro-
grams, conferences, seminars, research projects and 
applications for governmental and foundation funding.

As of February 1, Dr. Heather Coleman is the new 
director of the Research Program on Religion and Culture 
at the CIUS. Dr. Coleman is a historian of religion in 
Ukraine and Russia. She is an associate professor and 
Canada Research Chair in Imperial Russian History in the 
Department of History and Classics at the University of 
Alberta. “Under my leadership,” says Dr. Coleman, “the 
program will continue to support the sanctuary project, 
while also encouraging exploration of religion in con-
temporary Ukrainian life, on the one hand, and the rela-
tionship between religion and region in Ukraine, past and 
present, on the other.”

During the week of February 11 to 16, over three 
dozen Ukrainian universities met in Kyiv and Lviv with a 
delegation of 12 Canadian universities. There they 
expressed their desire and willingness to cooperate both 
in faculty and graduate student exchanges and joint 
research projects. Three specific suggestions were given 
on how best to establish a system that would benefit the 
faculty and students from many institutions in various 
regions of Canada and Ukraine. First, many agreed that 
thematic consortia or networks of researchers should be 
financed, created and allowed to manage themselves. 
Second, many speakers referred to Ukraine’s experience 
with double diplomas and encouraged Canadians to use 
this method more actively. A third suggestion was that 
universities might also develop a system of distance edu-
cation to allow greater access for more students to par-
ticipate and save students some of the costs of travel, 
learning materials and housing.

From March 10 to 17 eleven students from Fordham 
University met with faculty and students of the Ukrainian 
Catholic University (UCU) in Lviv. During their weeklong 
stay, they attended lectures on Ukrainian history and pol-
itics and interacted with young people to understand 
how much they are engaged in the political processes of 
the country. As part of the course “Youth and Politics,” 
students were required to compare political behavior 
and attitudes of Ukrainian and American youth.

The Kyiv Mohyla Business School (KMBS) launched 
Ukraine’s only MBA program focused on the needs and 
characteristics of corporate governance and manage-
ment of the agricultural sector. Food and agribusiness 
relate to one of the largest industries in Ukraine and in 
the world. The program aims to prepare Ukraine’s execu-
tives and managers in the agricultural sector to success-
fully lead in today’s complex food and agribusiness mar-
ketplace, and to promote general business management 
expertise, as well as industry-specific knowledge. This is 
the first such program in Ukraine, a country that has long 
been known in the world as one of the most powerful 
players in the agricultural market. News of the program 
appeared in April.

Although at that time they were tackling organization-
al, technical, and financial challenges, CIUS announced in 
August that in early 2014 it would launch a new online 
scholarly journal, East/West: Journal of Ukrainian 
Studies, which will replace two venerable publications – 
Skhid/Zakhid (East/West), issued by the Kowalsky 
Eastern Ukrainian Institute in Kharkiv since 1998, and 
the Journal of Ukrainian Studies, published by CIUS since 
1976. Dr. Oleh S. Ilnytzkyj, professor of Ukrainian litera-
ture in the Department of Modern Languages and 
Cultural Studies at the University of Alberta, has been 
appointed editor of the new journal. The aim is to create 
an attractive venue for scholars, who will see their work 
published in timely fashion and disseminated widely, as 
well as a valuable resource for readers and researchers 
around the globe. Journal of Ukrainian Studies will be a 
scholarly, peer-reviewed, online periodical publishing 
original research articles, reviews and review articles. 
Submission of previously unpublished work by academ-
ics, graduate students and policy-makers will be encour-
aged. Although this will not be an open-access journal, it 
will be inexpensive for individuals to access through the 
Internet on computers and mobile devices.

On October 11, at the Ukrainian Institute of America 
(UIA) in New York, Peter Fedynsky, now retired from his 
over 30-year career as a journalist, introduced the first-
ever English translation of the entire “Kobzar,” Taras 
Shevchenko’s iconic collection of poetry. The book pre-
sentation was one in a series of events the UIA has 

Fordham University students, in Lviv to visit the Ukrainian Catholic University, pose in front of the city’s opera 
house during their visit to the Ukrainian city on March 10-17.

UCU

Cover of the first-ever English translation of Taras 
Shevchenko’s complete “Kobzar.” Peter Fedynsky’s 
translation was presented at the Ukrainian Institute of 

America in New York on October 11.
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planned to mark the bicentennial of Shevchenko’s birth 
in 2014. Mr. Fedynsky sees parallels between the dark 
side of life in Shevchenko’s day as described in the 
“Kobzar” and the social and political upheavals in today’s 
Ukraine. Still, said Mr. Fedynsky, despite the “downers,” 
Shevchenko leaves the reader “with a sense of beauty 
and hope that those problems can and will be solved.” Of 
added interest to non-Ukrainians, Mr. Fedynsky noted, 
Shevchenko’s poetry spans a broad geography, taking the 
reader “on a journey involving about 20 countries.” While 
previous translations of some of Shevchenko’s poetry 
tried to retain the rhyme of the original work, Mr. 
Fedynsky opted for free verse. So, “instead of focusing on 
how Shevchenko wrote, I decided to translate what he 
wrote.” 

As part of the inauguration of the forthcoming celebra-
tion of the 200th anniversary of the birth of Taras 
Shevchenko, the Shevchenko Scientific Society, with the 
support of the UIA, presented a festive evening with a 
book launch and piano recital devoted to its patron. The 
celebration took place on November 9, at the UIA in New 
York City.  Two new publications prepared by the society 
especially for the bicentennial were presented: the three-
volume edition of Shevchenko’s “Haidamaky,” which 
includes a facsimile of the original 1841 edition, Oles 
Fedoruk’s historical account “The Making of the Book” 
and Dr. Grabowicz’s literary study “The Poem and Its 
Critical Reception”; and the first volume of the magisteri-
al collection “Taras Shevchenko: The Critical Reception 
(1839-1861)” encompassing all published references to 
Shevchenko during his lifetime and in the year of his 
death. In addition, there was a solo musical performance 
of works that resonate with Shevchenko’s oeuvre by the 
award-winning pianist and Shevchenko Scientific Society 
grant recipient Pavlo Gintov.

Research

A group of six interviews, videotaped in August of 1989 
by Prof. Peter J. Potichnyj, surfaced as the Ukrainian 
Canadian Research and Documentation Center (UCRDC) 
continues with the digitization of its archives. The inter-
views tell the story of 10 Dutch officers who escaped a 
German POW camp in Stanislav (today’s Ivano-Frankivsk) 
in 1944 and were rescued by the Ukrainian Insurgent 
Army (UPA). Their stories of the rescue were recorded as 
part of the UCRDC World War II Oral History project. In 
their interviews, the Dutch officers shared their stories 
about the hospitality and generosity of the Ukrainians 
they met in their wanderings in the vicinity of the Black 
Forest. News about the project was published in February.

An objective survey of religious affiliation and practice 
of the Ukrainian diaspora in the United States was under-
taken in the winter and spring of 2012 to gain an under-
standing of why Ukrainian church membership in North 
America is in such a steep decline. Results of the survey 
were reported in The Ukrainian Weekly in February 
2013. Although they serve, respectively, as chairwoman 
and vice-chairman of the Ukrainian Patriarchal Society, 
Roma Hayda and Andrew Sorokowski decided to conduct 
this survey as private individuals, in order to avoid any 
appearance of bias. In all, 221 responses were received. 
Although it is not a sufficiently large sample to be repre-
sentative of Ukrainian Americans, it did allow a sugges-
tion of some trends. The organizers hope that in the near 
future, professional sociologists will undertake a more 
thorough and methodologically sophisticated survey of 
religious affiliation, attitudes and practices of the 
Ukrainian diaspora in the United States to better under-
stand the shifts in our communities.

Commemorating a scholar

The Ukrainian American community of the Greater 
Washington area honored the memory of the prominent 
Ukrainian literary scholar Hryhoriy Kostiuk on the occa-
sion of the 110th anniversary of his birth. The commem-
oration, organized by the Washington chapters of the 
Ukrainian Academy of Arts and Sciences (known by its 
Ukrainian acronym as UVAN) in the U.S. and the 
Shevchenko Scientific Society, with the assistance of his 
son Theodor Kostiuk, was held April 4.  The event, which 
included a photo and publications exhibit and lectures, 
was preceded by a panakhyda. A similar commemoration 
took place December 8, at the UVAN building in New 
York City. Prof. Kostiuk’s academic and literary work 
spanned close to 80 years. He became known and 
respected for his relentless work in collecting, editing, 
publishing and preserving the works of important 
Ukrainian writers.

Virko Baley conducts the New York premiere of the concert version of his opera “Holodomor. Red Earth. Hunger.” 
On February 5 at John Jay College’s Gerald W. Lynch Theater. 

Erica Slutsky

Screen and Stage

Arts and culture events kicked off in 2013 with the 
February 3 premiere of Ukrainian American filmmaker 
Andrea Odezynska’s documentary “Felt, Feelings and 
Dreams” at the Princeton Environmental Film Festival. 
The film, made in collaboration with the Yara Arts Group, 
follows Kyrgyz women as they make traditional felt rugs 
(“shydraks”). Other Ukrainians collaborating on the proj-
ect included musicians Andriy Milavsky and Slau Halatyn, 
who provided music for the score.

The fourth Kinofest NYC film festival, which highlights 
independent films from Ukraine and the broader post-
Soviet region, began at the Ukrainian Institute of America. 
Other films were screened at the Anthology Film Archives 
and The Ukrainian Museum, with screenings held April 
4-7. The festival featured 25 films screened during 11 ses-
sions, including the premiere screenings of  “Pit No. 8” by 
Estonian Marianna Kaat, “Business As Usual” by Valentyn 
Vasyanovych and Iya Myslytska. Ms. Odezynska’s film was 
also screened at the festival.

Actresses Nina Arianda and Olga Kurylenko, pianist 
Anna Shelest and ballet dancers Christine Shevchenko, 
Denis Matvienko, Irina Dvorovenko and professional 
dancer Valentin Chmerkovskiy were profiled by Helen 
Smindak in our June 30-July 7 issue. 

Ms. Arianda was to star in “Tales From Red Vienna” at 
the Manhattan Theater Club March 18 through April 20. In 
2013 she was chosen for the title role as Janis Joplin for 
the upcoming film “Joplin,” wrapped up filming of “The 
Disappearance of Eleanor Rigby” and “Lucky Them,” and 
made a guest appearance on an episode of the NBC sitcom 
“30 Rock.” Ms. Kurylenko, a Berdiansk native, appeared in 
the 2013 films “To the Wonder,” starring Ben Afleck, and 
“Oblivion,” starring Tom Cruise. Another film Ms. 
Kurylenko completed in 2013 was the action-thriller star-
ring Pierce Brosnan, “November Man.”

Ms. Shelest, who was born is Kharkiv, is part of the 
Shelest Piano Duo, with her husband, Dmitri, and the cou-
ple was anticipating the birth of their first child, Ivan. 
Understandably, their concert schedule was abridged for 
2013, however, they planned a whirlwind tour that includ-
ed stops in Europe with the Janacek Philharmonic at 
Wiener Konzerthaus in Vienna and at the orchestra’s 
home in Ostrava, Czech Republic, with a recording of the 
works of Prokofiev from the concerts.  

Ms. Dvorovenko, the longtime principal dancer for the 
American Ballet Theater, retired from the ABT in May with 
an evening concert at the Metropolitan Opera House. 
During the farewell performance, Ms. Dvorovenko, a Kyiv 
native, played Tatiana in Tchaikovsky’s “Eugene Onegin.” 
Ms. Dvorovenko, joined by her husband Maxim 
Belotserkovky, directed 50 students at the International 
Ballet Summer Intensive program at the Manhattan 
Movement and Arts Center. Ms. Shevchenko, who is from 
Odesa, was accepted as a full member of the ABT in 2008 
and Mr. Matvienko, from Dnipropetrovsk, was a guest per-
former with the ABT in 2013.

Mr. Chmerkovskiy won runner-up with Zendaya 
Coleman in the 16th season of “Dancing With The Stars.” 
During the program, the couple was noted for its salsa, 
samba, hip hop, freestyle and jive performances. Mr. 
Chmerkovskiy, along with his brother, Maxim, has been on 

DWTS for four seasons, with the same outcome for the 
performances. The brothers own Dance With Me Studio in 
Stamford, Conn., the fourth chain of dance studios they 
started with Tony Dovolani.   

 The Yara Arts Group’s Virlana Tkach and her produc-
tion of “Fire. Water. Night.” opened on June 7 at La MaMa 
ETC in New York. The production was based on Lesia 
Ukrainka’s “Lisova Pisnia,” and incorporated the summer 
solstice celebration of Ivan Kupalo.  The lead roles of Sylph 
and Luke were played by Jenny Leona and Jeremy Tardy. 
Alla Zagaykevych, from Kyiv, was the sound designer, 
which added aural atmospheres during the performance.

Opera

Award-winning composer Virko Baley’s opera 
“Holodomor. Red Earth. Hunger.” premiered on February 5 
at the Gerald W. Lynch Theater at John Jay College in New 
York. The one-act opera with three scenes, based on 
Bohdan Boychuk’s 1985 play “Holod,” tells the story of 
three starving strangers during the Famine-Genocide of 
Ukraine in 1932-1933. Dr. Alex Motyl introduced the audi-
ence to the historical facts of the Holodomor prior to the 
performance.

Music

Washington-area concerts included: The Lyceum in 
Alexandria, Va., featured soprano Oksana Krovytska who 
sang Italian arias on February 10; violinist Dasol Jeong, a 
student of Oleh Krysa at Rochester’s Eastman School of 
Music, performed at the Kennedy Center’s Terrace 
Theater on February 12; the Gerdan ensemble sang 
Ukrainian and other Eastern European songs at 
Georgetown University’s McNeir Hall on February 15; the 
London Royal Opera House film production of “La 
Boheme” was screened at the West End Cinema in 
Washington, and featured soprano Stefania Dovhan as 
Musetta and Dmytro Popov as Rodolfo; on February 22 
pianist Zdanna Krawciw-Skalsky joined Bonnie Kellert in a 
four-hand piano performance at the Calvary Baptist 
Church in Washington’s Chinatown district; on March 24 
pianist Oksana Skidan, violinist Ivanna Husar, soprano 
Oksana Kryvytska, flutist Andrei Pidkivka and the a cap-
pella ensemble Spiv-Zhyttia  honored the compositions of 
Bohdana Flits at The Lyceum; on March 28, composer 
Myroslav Skoryk was honored with a concert performed 
by violinist Solomia Soroka and pianist Arthur Greene at 
the Embassy of Ukraine in Washington; on April 10 Ms. 
Krawciw-Skalsky joined pianist Boris Skalsky for a concert 
in North Bethesda, Md.; on April 21 pianist Mykola Suk 
performed selections of Beethoven and others at the 
National Galley of Art. Many of the concerts held at The 
Lyceum are sponsored by The Washington Group Cultural 
Fund’s Sunday Music Series.

On March 2, the Music at the Institute concert series, 
known as MATI, presented “Beethoven, Barvinsky, 
Brahms and More” at the Ukrainian Institute of America. 
The concert featured violist Steven Teneborn, cellist Peter 
Wiley and pianist Lydia Artymiw.

In April, the Ukrainian Art Song Project, founded by 
bass-baritone Pavlo Hunka and produced by Roman 
Hurko, announced the digital release of the complete art 
songs of Ukrainian composers Mykola Lysenko, Kyrylo 
Stetsenko and Yakiv Stepovyi. The written music for the 
songs were also made available for digital download on 
the project’s website www.uasp.ca. The project is support-
ed by the Canadian Ukrainian Opera Association and plans 
to release a commemorative CD marking the 200th anni-

Arts and culture:
screens, stages and more
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“Composition-1” by Andriy Bokotey, featured in the 
“Out of Tradition” exhibit that opened on April 28 at 

The Ukrainian Museum in New York.

Vadym Kholodenko of Ukraine (right) winner of  the 14th Van Cliburn International Piano Competition held  
May 24 through June 9 in Fort Worth, Texas.

Ralph Laurel/The Cliburn

versary of Taras Shevcehnko’s birth as well as other 
Ukrainian composers.

The Ukrainian Bandurist Chorus marked 2013, and its 
95th anniversary season, with the concert series “Sounds of 
Spring: Songs of Easter, Nature and Shevchenko” held April 
19-21. The tour began at St. Vladimir Ukrainian Orthodox 
Cathedral in Windsor, Ontario, stopping in Detroit at the 
Sterling Heights Performing Arts Center and ending at the 
Cleveland Museum of Art in Cleveland. While in Detroit, the 
chorus performed a mini-concert for the students at the 
“Ridna Shkola” Ukrainian school in Warren, Mich., assisted 
ethnomusicologist Dr. Laurie K. Sommers’ research on the 
bandura, and met with members of the Ann Arbor 
Boychoir who attended the concert in Detroit. Readers also 
learned about the behind-the-scenes elements that make 
the volunteer-based UBC concerts possible and members’ 
views on the spring tour and the future of the bandura, 
thanks to a series of articles by Matthew Dubas.

Bandurist Borys Ostapienko, 19, of Toronto won first 
place in the instrumental category at the Mykola Lysenko 
International Music Competition in Kyiv on April 28-30. 
The unanimous decision came from the four judges from 
the Lviv and Odesa conservatories, the Ivan Kotliarevsky 
University of Culture in Kharkiv and the Vasyl Stefanyk 
University music department in Ivano-Frankivsk, who 
noted Mr. Ostapienko’s clarity, musicianship and high level 
of musical expressiveness. The trip to Ukraine was made 
possible with support from Boris Hordynsky of 
Hordynsky Farms in Holland March, Ontario. A member of 
the Ukrainian Canadian Capella, under the direction of Dr. 
Victor Mishalow, Mr. Ostapienko continues to diversify his 
performance studies in addition to pursuing an engineer-
ing degree at Ryerson University.

On May 14, the Royal Philharmonic Society presented 
its Conductor Award to Kirill Karabits, the principal con-
ductor of the Bournemouth Symphony Orchestra, for his 
work in the United Kingdom during 2012. Mr. Karabits, 
whose father was Ukrainian composer and conductor Ivan 
Karabyts, had guest conducted the Royal Philharmonic 
and BBC Symphony orchestras, as well as the London 
Philharmonic Orchestra at Glyndebourne Festival Opera. 
In 2013 Mr. Karabits toured major European venues and 
conducted in the United States before returning to the U.K 
to conduct the BBC Proms concert series.

On June 9, 26-year-old Vadym Kholodenko became the 
first pianist from Ukraine to win the Van Cliburn 
International Piano Competition. The competition was 
held in Fort Worth, Texas, starting on May 24. More than 
30 pianists convened for the 14th quadrennial competi-
tion. Mr. Kholodenko resides in Moscow and studies at the 
Tchaikovsky Conservatory, where he also is an assistant 
teacher. During the competition, Mr. Kholodenko per-
formed Mozart’s Piano Concerto No. 21 in C Major, and 
won awards for best performances of a new work and 
chamber music. Mr. Kholodenko also was awarded 
$50,000, a live recording of the competition performances, 
a studio recording and performance attire.

On October 19, pianist Valentina Lisitsa performed her 
New York solo recital debut at the 92nd Street YMCA with 
a program of Rachmaninoff, Shostakovich, Chopin and 
Liszt. The concert was streamed online, and viewers 

selected Ms. Lisitsa’s encore, Liszt’s arrangement of 
Schubert’s “Ave Maria.” Ms. Lisitsa added another selection 
to end the night, Liszt’s “La Campanella.” A Kyiv native, Ms. 
Lisitsa has risen to Internet stardom by targeting new fans 
on YouTube and has been selling DVDs and CDs through 
Decca Records.

The Ukrainian Museum in New York hosted the eighth 
season of the Bandura Downtown performance series with 
the concert “Songs of Truth: The Art of the Kobzari” on 
October 26. Presented in conjunction with the museum’s 
Holodomor exhibit “Give Up Your Daily Bread,” the concert 
featured bandurist Julian Kytasty who played a wide selec-
tion of songs to highlight the wealth of kobzar songs, and 
Sean Eden, who read English translations of the words the 
kobzari had written themselves about their lives and art. 

Fetes

Composer Virko Baley’s 75th birthday was celebrated 
with a concert at the Ukrainian Institute of America in 
New York on February 2.  The concert featured sopranos 
Fiona Murphy and Laura Bohn, tenor John Duykes, violin-
ist Marta Krechkovsky, pianists Mr. Baley and Steven Beck, 
flutist Jennifer Grim and oboist James Roe. 

Conductor Volodymyr Shesiuk marked two anniversa-
ries in 2013: the 40th anniversary of the Livonia 
Symphony Orchestra and his 20th anniversary as music 
director and conductor, with a concert on April 27 featur-
ing Ukrainian music at Louis Schmidt Auditorium at 
Clarenceville High School in Livonia, Mich. Mr. Shesiuk is 
also a longtime conductor of the St. Josaphat Church Choir 
and the Immaculate Conception Schools’ choirs.

The Rusalka Ukrainian Dance Ensemble of Winnipeg, 
Manitoba, celebrated its 50th anniversary on May 11 with 
a spring gala dinner at the Metropolitan Entertainment 
Center in Winnipeg and an anniversary concert on 
October 27 at Centennial Concert Hall in Winnipeg. The 
festivities – dubbed “The Spirit of Rusalka: Celebrating 50 
Years!” –aided in the creation of the Rusalka Foundation to 
ensure this legacy continues beyond the first 50 years.

The Philadelphia-area based Voloshky School of Dance 
celebrated its 40th anniversary with a concert on May 19 
at the Keswick Theater in Glenside, Pa. The concert fea-
tured performances by the school’s 150-plus members 
age 4 through 14, as well as the Voloshky Ukrainian Dance 
Ensemble, founded in 1972, and musical selections per-
formed by gypsy-jazz guitarist Kruno Spisic.

The Poltava Ukrainian Dance Company of Pittsburgh 
celebrated its 50th anniversary with a gala commemora-
tive concert on May 26 at the Music Hall of the Andrew 
Carnegie Free Library in Carnegie, Pa. Invited musicians 
who performed during the concert included bandurist 
Borys Ostapienko of Toronto and the Gerdan Trio. A gold-
en jubilee dinner followed the concert at a local hotel.

Art exhibits

The Ukrainian Institute of America in New York hosted 
the Constructivist exhibit “Ron Kostyniuk: Art/Nature/
Art,” on March 22 through April 7. The exhibit, which orig-
inated at the Ukrainian Institute of Modern Art in Chicago 
as “Ron Kostyniuk: Construction/Neo-Construction,” sub-
sequently traveled to The Ukrainian Museum in New York 

under the title, “Ron Kostyniuk: Art As Nature Analogue.” 
A companion catalogue of the works, “Ron Kostyniuk: 
Relief Structures,” was published by the UIA, and featured 
28 of the exhibit items. 

Andrei Kushnir, a Ukrainian American artist, exhibited 
“River Visions,” at the American Painting Fine Art gallery 
in Washington, which ran April 1 through June 1. The col-
lection featured 40 works by the painter, and the opening 
reception was attended by Ukraine’s Ambassador the U.S. 
Olexander Motsyk. (Mr. Kushnir’s works are regularly dis-
played at the Embassy of Ukraine in Washington). Mr. 
Kushnir’s painting style is en plein air, meaning he paints 
outdoors and what he sees, without photographic or other 
equipment. His works were accepted at other galleries 
and a book on his Shenandoah valley scenes is to be pub-
lished in 2014.  

Ukrainian artist Andriy Maday’s exhibit “Woodcuts & 
Drawings: Works on Paper and Their Process” was fea-
tured at the Morgan Art of Papermaking Conservatory and 
Educational Foundation in Cleveland and was held April 
12-June 4. The exhibit showcased the artist’s passion as an 
instructor, and many of the woodcuts were shown in pro-
cess, with woodblocks carved in reverse to show the intri-
cacies and the artistic approach. Mr. Maday also exhibited 
paintings, watercolors and giclees at the Environments by 
Design Showroom in Middleburg Heights, Ohio, from 
September 1, 2013, through January 1, 2014.

On April 28-September 29, the exhibit “Out of 
Tradition: Contemporary Decorative and Applied Art” 
opened at The Ukrainian Museum in New York. The exhib-
it featured more than 150 pieces of Ukrainian folk art with 
a catalogue of the collection prepared by the museum. The 
Museum hosted “Fashion, Ukrainian Style” on September 
29, featuring Ukrainian designers Oksana Karavanska, 
Katya Pshechenko and Elena Vasilevsky. Nearly 200 peo-
ple came to the runway show that was held in conjunction 
with the aforementioned exhibit.

The Ukrainian Museum’s exhibits “Give Up Your Daily 
Bread… Holodomor: The Totalitarian Solution,” and 
“Evocations” by Lidia Bodnar-Balahutrak opened on 
October 20 to commemorate the 80th anniversary of the 
Famine-Genocide in Ukraine of 1932-1933. The exhibits 
ran until December 29 and featured archival material with 
the artistry of Ms. Balahutrak’s iconographic selections 
inspired by the Holodomor.

A new exhibit, “Propaganda and Slogans: The Political 
Poster in Soviet Ukraine, 1919-1921,” was hosted by The 
Ukrainian Museum beginning on November 2. The collec-
tion, curated by Dr. Myroslav Shkandrij of the University of 
Manitoba, features 27 examples donated to the museum 
by Dr. Jurij Rybak and Anna Ortynskyj.  It runs through 
Februray 2, 2014.

Ukrainian American photojournalist Joseph Sywenkyj’s 
documentary exhibit “Verses: A Family in Odesa, Ukraine” 
was held at the Camera Club of New York on May 9-25. 
The exhibit was the culmination of a yearlong documenta-
tion of 11-year-old Masha, who is HIV positive, along with 
her parents, Sasha and Ira, who also are HIV-positive. 

The Ukrainian Institute of Modern Art in Chicago fea-
tured the exhibit “Artists Respond to Genocide,” which 
commemorated the 80th anniversary of the Holdomor, 
and was on display from October 4 through December 1.  
Twenty artists, including local, national and international, 
were featured in the exhibit. Also on display was a model 
of the Holodomor Memorial in Washington by architect 
Larysa Kurylas, which is to be completed in 2014. 
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Soccer made the top sports headlines during 2013. 
Mikhail Fomenko’s hiring sparked Ukraine’s national team 
to an undefeated eight-match run in their attempt to qual-
ify for the 2014 World Cup of soccer. The disciple of his 
legendary mentor, Valeri Lobanovsky, confounded 
Ukraine, shooting a thousand volts of energy through a 
fledgling national squad, transforming their fortunes in a 
little over 10 months, while seriously threatening the 
World Cup ambitions of both England and France.

Granted, Fomenko’s Ukraine team fell just short of 
reaching the World Cup, a most disappointing ending to 
an amazing streak of eight consecutive victories. The 
heart-wrenching short-term loss, however, will be more 
than offset by a solid long-term prognosis of continued 
development for the national team.

The 2013 sports year also saw Ganna Rizatdinova win 
a major award for elegance in rhythmic gymnastics, 
Wladimir Klitschko fight off two more challengers to 
retain his four world heavyweight titles, and Canadian 
youngster Kelly Olynyk go from overlooked back-up to 
Gonzaga University’s star hoopster to first-round draft 
pick by the Boston Celtics. Perhaps the greatest achieve-
ment in 2013 was Bohdan Bondarenko’s being named 
European Athlete of the Year by the European Athletics 
Association.

Winners of The Weekly’s fifth annual sports awards:
• Outstanding Male Athlete: Bohdan Bondarenko – 

athletics (track and field).
• Outstanding Female Athlete: Ganna Rizatdinova – 

rhythmic gymnastics.
• Coach of the Year: Mikhail Fomenko – soccer.
• Most Improved Athlete: Johnny Boychuk – hockey.
• Rookie of the Year: Kelly Olynyk – basketball.
Following are the highlights of the Ukrainian sports 

world in 2013 (alphabetically by sports) plus top sports 
stories from our diaspora.

In ATHLETICS, pole vaulter Sergey Bubka and race 
walker Volodymyr Golubnychniy were inducted into the 
International Association of Athletics Federations Hall of 
Fame in Spain. Nataliya Lopu won the gold medal in the 
women’s 800-meter race at the 2013 European Athletics 
Indoor Championship in Sweden on March 1-3. Olha 
Saladuka won the women’s triple jump final. Serhiy 
Smelyk won gold in the men’s 200-meter race at the DN 
Galan meet of the IAAF Diamond League in August 22 in 
Sweden. High jumper Bohdan Bondarenko set a new 
record at the IAAF Diamond League event in Switzerland 
on July 4 with a 2.41-meter jump. Bohdan Bondarenko 
was awarded the title of European Athlete of the Year by 
the European Athletics Association during an awards cer-
emony October 12 in Estonia. His father and coach, Viktor, 

Sports: top athletes
and major victories

Ganna Rizatdinova, who won gold in the individual 
hoop event at the Rhythmic Gymnastics World 

Championships on August 28-September 2. 

Wikimedia Commons

received a trainer’s award. On October 23 Ukraine’s 
Mariya Ryemyen was confirmed as the new 60-meter 
European indoor champion after the IAAF stripped 
Bulgarian gold medalist Tezdzhan Naimova for her second 
doping offense. 

In BASKETBALL, Alina Ingupova was voted the 2012 
FIBA Europe Young Women’s Player of the Year. She led 
Ukraine to a spot at Euro Basket Women 2013, topping 
her team in scoring and rebounding. Ukraine will host the 
Euro Basket 2015 championship with six cities in line for 
hosting honors. 

Olena Pidhrushna won gold in the women’s 7.5-kilome-
ter sprint on February 9 at the International BIATHLON 
Union World Championships in the Czech Republic. 
Ukraine’s women’s team won gold medals in the 4-by-
6-km relay at the Biathlon World Cup in Germany on 
January 3.

In the world of BOXING, flyweight Olexandr Gryschuk 
defeated Gabor Molnar to win the WBA Intercontinental 
title in two rounds on April 5. Artem Dalakian defeated 
David Kanals in the first round to win the WBA 
International title in the flyweight division on April 5. 
Wladimir Klitschko TKO’d Francesco Pianeta in Manheim, 
Germany, on May 4, stopping the undefeated Italian chal-
lenger in the sixth round. He then unanimously trounced 
Alexander Povetkin in a bout held in Moscow on October 
5, knocking down the Russian three times in the seventh 
round. Olympic champion Oleksandr Usyk signed a pro-
fessional contract with K2 Promotions (Klitschko broth-
ers) on September 25. Stasyslav Kashtanov retained his 
WBA Super Middleweight title against Jaime Barboza on 
August 26 at Donbas Arena in Donetsk. Viktor Postol 
defeated Iguneio Mendoza at Sport Life Club in Kyiv after a 
12-round unanimous decision to retain his WBC intercon-
tinental super lightweight title. Cruiserweight Oleksandr 
Usyk made his professional debut on November 9 with a 
fifth round TKO over Mexico’s Felipe Romero. In a some-
what surprising development, WBC heavyweight champi-
on Vitali Klitschko announced on December 16 that he 
was vacating his title belt in order to pursue a career in 
Ukrainian politics.

Martyna Kravtsiv won the 2013 Andranik Margaryan 
Memorial CHESS tournament in Armenia on January 15. 
Grandmaster Pavel Eljanov won the 2013 Reykjavik Open 
tournament in late February. Ukraine’s chess team won 
first place on March 2-12 at the world chess champion-
ship in Astana, Kazakhstan, in the women’s competition. 

In CYCLING, Tetyana Riatchenko won the Chongming 
Island World Cup on May 13 in China. 

Ganna Rizatdinova won gold in the individual hoop 
event at the 32nd Rhythmic GYMNASTICS World 
Championships in Kyiv on August 28-September 2. She 
was awarded the Longines Prize for Elegance in rhythmic 
gymnastics. 

HC Donbas won the International Ice HOCKEY 
Federation Continental Cup for the first time in January 
2013, defeating France’s Rouen Dragons, 7-1. 

Nine boys and one girl, representing children age 11-12 
from Ukrainian orphanages, competed as an all-star team 
at the 13th Ukrainian LITTLE LEAGUE BASEBALL 
Championships on May 27-30 in Nove Selo, Ukraine. The 
Ukraine Little League Baseball Championship for children 

from orphanages was won by the team from Donetsk. The 
tournament was held on September 18-21 in the town of 
Kremenets, Ternopil Oblast. Boys and girls age 10-12 from 
four orphanages participated in the sixth annual event. 

In MOTORSPORTS, Team Ferrari Ukraine won first 
place in the GT Sprint International Series Championship 
on October 14 in Maranello, Italy. Team Ukraine won with 
286 points and the driver’s title went to Ferrari’s Andriy 
Kruhlyk. 

In OLYMPICS-related news, Ukraine’s Yuriy Bilonoh 
(shot put) was stripped of his gold medal from the 2004 
Athens Games after testing positive for steroids. Sergey 
Bubka was a candidate for the presidency of the 
International Olympic Committee. The International 
Swimming Federation (FINA) supported Bubka’s candida-
cy for the IOC presidency. Five other sports dignitaries 
were in the running for this prestigious post. Thomas 
Bach of Germany was elected in the September voting. 
President Viktor Yanukovych signed a decree in early June 
on preparations for the holding of the 2022 Olympic and 
Paralympic Winter Games in Ukraine. Preparations 
include construction of infrastructure, sports and tourist 
facilities in accordance with international standards.

Ukraine’s RUGBY Federation on May 21 was accepted 
as a full member of the Rugby League European 
Federation. 

Mikhail Fomenko was unanimously elected coach of 
Ukraine’s national SOCCER team to replace Oleh Blokhin. 
The Football Federation of Ukraine added Hoverlia 
Uzhhorod and Metalurh Zaporizhia to the Ukrainian 
Premier League for the 2013-2014 season. Hoverlia 
replaced Kryvbas Kryvyi Rih following the latter’s bank-
ruptcy. Dynamo Kyiv was disciplined by UEFA on March 
21 and told to play two European Cup home matches 
without spectators due to racist behavior of fans during 
games this season. Kyiv and Donetsk were confirmed as 
candidates for host cities of the 2020 UEFA Euro Cup 
along with 32 other member associations. 

Ukrainian Canadian Alexandra Komarnycky won the 
gold medal in the women’s 400-meter individual medley 
at the U.S. Grand Prix SWIMMING competition on January 
20. Viktoriya Solntseva won gold medals in the women’s 
50-meter and 200-meter breaststroke at the European 
Junior Championships in Poland on July 10-14. 

Sergiy Stakhovsky made history at Wimbledon in 2013 
with a second-round upset win over Roger Federer, end-
ing the latter’s 36 successive Grand Slam quarterfinal 
appearances. In other TENNIS news Elina Svitolina 
defeated Shahar Peer 6-4, 6-4 in the final of the Baku Cup 
on July 28 in Baku, Azerbaijan. 

Markian Kuzmowycz is a Ukrainian professional 
ULTIMATE FRISBEE player who plays offensive cutter for 
the MLU’s N.Y. Rumble.

Sports in the diaspora

In diaspora sports news, there was the following news 
during 2013, presented in chronological order.

In early February USCAK announced plans to host the 
fifth International Ukrainian Football (soccer) 
Tournament in New York’s Hudson Valley region from 
June 30 through July 6. On February 16, for the first time 
in 15 years, the Chornomorska Sitch Men’s Volleyball 

The champions of the International Ukrainian Football Tournament held June 30-July 6, Team U.S.A.-Blue.
Christine Syzonenko
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Team out of Whippany, N.J., played in a U.S. Volleyball 
Association tournament. The team comprised four sets of 
fathers and sons. Stamford Levy won the seventh annual 
Chornomorska Sitch Five-a-Side Indoor Soccer 
Tournament on March 2 in Whippany for the sixth time in 
seven years. The Ukrainian Wings SC juniors went 1-2 at 
the 20th annual President’s Cup indoor soccer tournament 
in Madison, Wis., in mid-February, one of 32 men’s ama-
teur/college clubs competing in the event. More than 50 
players and 100-plus fans gathered on March 10 in 
Yonkers, N.Y. for the inaugural Steven Howansky Memorial 
Soccer Game/Krylati Reunion between a team of Ukraine-
born players and players from other parts of the world. 

Sixty-four skiers age 3 to 75 competed in the 59th annu-
al ski races of the Carpathian Ski Club (KLK) at Hunter 
Mountain on March 3. A total of 122 boys’ and 80 girls’ 
teams played in the Ukrainian Nationals Memorial Day 
Weekend Tournament in Horsham, Pa. The tourney 
received acclaim when Got Soccer online magazine elevat-
ed it to the ranks of gold in the boys’ category and silver in 
the girls’. On June 15, 80 golfers from five states gathered 
at Limekiln Golf Club to play in the Ukrainian American 
Sport Center Tryzub’s annual outing. The USCAK East 
Tennis Tournament was held at Soyuzivka on June 29-30 
with players competing in 10 categories and various age 
groups.

Tryzub archers Ilya Buynevich and Eugene Luciw won 
gold and bronze medals, respectively, at the July 
31-August 4 archery competitions of the State Games of 
America. Yonkers Krylati won the inaugural Ukrainian 
Heritage Festival Tournament in memory of Steven 
Howansky on June 15 in Yonkers, N.Y. More than 50 ath-
letes competed in the annual tennis and swimming cham-
pionships hosted by the Ukrainian Sports Federation of 
the U.S. and Canada (USCAK) at Soyuzivka during Labor 
Day weekend. Chornomorska Sitch overwhelmed the 
competition in the swim events. In tennis Mykola 
Stroynick, a tennis pro from New York, outpointed lefty 
Marko Krasij from Texas, in an exciting three-set match to 
regain the men’s title. Tetiana Sawchak bested Catherine 
Popow to take the women’s crown. 

Team Old Style (Plast) won the second annual USCAK 
National Beach Volleyball Tournament held in Wildwood, 
N.J., on August 23 with nine teams participating. On 
September 5 coach Gene Chyzowych announced the 2013 
season coaching soccer at Columbia High School in 
Maplewood, N.J. would be the final one of his illustrious 
career.

“80 in 80”

Wayne Gretzky (hockey’s greatest player), Wladimir 
Klitschko (boxing’s reigning heavyweight champion for 
the last eight years) and Sergey Bubka (the world’s top 
athlete in the 1980s), were three of the top Ukrainians list-
ed in the three-part special feature “80 in 80” – the top 80 
sports persons of Ukrainian descent in the past 80 years 
(1933-2013) – in honor of The Ukrainian Weekly’s 80th 
anniversary. In all some 21 different competitive disci-
plines were represented by these 80 competitors. The 
sport of hockey (12) led the way with the most outstand-
ing achievers, followed by soccer (nine), and athletics and 
gymnastics (seven each).

Bohdan Bondarenko, who was awarded the title of 
European Athlete of the Year by the European 

Athletics Association on October 12.

During 2013 the Ukrainian National Association, a 
fraternal organization with a proud history of 119 
years of service to our community, expended much 

time and effort on reintroducing itself to its members and 
potential members.

Foremost among those efforts was the release, at the 
start of Ukrainian festival season in North America, of 
what came to be known as the UNA’s 2013 summer mag-
azine, called “UNA and the Community: Partners for Life.” 
The brainchild of UNA National Secretary Christine E. 
Kozak, the publication made its debut at the Ukrainian 
Cultural Festival at Soyuzivka, where it was distributed to 
festival-goers. 

The 32-page magazine contained information about 
the Ukrainian National Association, notes from UNA exec-
utive officers, informative articles about the UNA’s insur-
ance offerings, interviews with some of the UNA’s insur-
ance professionals, a page featuring the UNA’s Home 
Office staff and a section on member benefits, including 
the Soyuzivka Heritage Center and the newspapers 
Svoboda and The Ukrainian Weekly, both of which are 
published by the UNA. The editor of the publication was 
Irene Jarosewich, a former editorial staff member of The 
Ukrainian Weekly and former editor-in-chief of Svoboda, 
while the magazine’s graphic design was the work of 
Stefan Slutsky, layout artist of The Ukrainian Weekly. 
Partners for Life was available at all Ukrainian festivals 
where the UNA was represented during 2013.

Along with the UNA’s other recent innovations – an 
updated website (ukrainiannationalassociation.org), a 
Facebook page and new promotional materials that fea-
ture a QR code that enables Smartphone users to quickly 
connect to the UNA’s website – the magazine’s aim was to 
increase the UNA’s reach and public awareness of its 
work.

The UNA’s Northern New Jersey District Committee, 
chaired by Yuriy Symczyk, an employee of the UNA Home 
Office who was later promoted to fraternal coordinator, 
was involved also in organizing community outreach 
events, such as a coffee hour after Sunday liturgy at St. 
John the Baptist Ukrainian Catholic Church in Newark and 
an information table at the Providna Nedilia (St. Thomas 
Sunday) pilgrimage at the Ukrainian Orthodox Metropolia 
Center in South Bound Brook, N.J. Professional insurance 
agents and branch representatives were available to 
speak with the public at these events.

The UNA’s efforts to enroll members were in the spot-
light in June when the UNA Organizing Report for 2012 
was published. UNA National Secretary Kozak congratu-
lated and thanked all of the members of the UNA General 

Assembly, UNA districts, UNA branches, branch secretar-
ies, UNA field agents, UNA Home Office insurance and 
sales staff, and all those who through either sales or its 
support have been a part of the UNA’s tradition of provid-
ing high-quality, solid, secure and straightforward life 
insurance and annuity products to its members; to pre-
serve the principles of fraternalism through branch affilia-
tions, which allows members to support each other and 
people in their communities in time of need; and to pre-
serve the American, Canadian and Ukrainian heritage and 
culture. But special congratulations were extended to the 
top organizers: UNA Advisor Lubov Streletsky, UNA 
Second Vice-President Eugene Oscislawski and Pittsburgh 
District Chairman Nick Diakiwsky.

The Ukrainian National Foundation, the charitable arm 
of the Ukrainian National Association, reached a signifi-
cant milestone in November of 2013 when Dr. Myron B. 
Kuropas, president of the Friends of Ostroh Foundation, 
on November 21 announced a donation to the foundation 
of $300,000 from the Fischer-Slysh Memorial Fund. The 
donation brought to $1 million the total collected by the 
foundation for the National University of Ostroh Academy, 
which is located in the Rivne region of Ukraine. The mov-
ing force behind the donation was the late Dr. Maria 
Fischer-Slysh, a retired pediatrician who lived in Toronto. 
She was well-known in Ukraine and the diaspora for her 
charitable giving. Dr. Kuropas commented on the generos-
ity of Ukrainian diaspora donors: “My wife, Lesia, and I 
have been collecting donations for Ostroh Academy since 
1997. … The Fischer-Slysh donation is by far the largest 
we have received thus far. …Lesia and I are hopeful that 
other Ukrainian Americans will be encouraged by this 
donation to also donate to the fund.” 

Meanwhile, UNA scholarship winners were featured in 
a special section published in The Weekly on April 7 and 
in Svoboda on April 5. The 2012-2013 crop of UNA stu-
dent-members comprised 71 young scholars from 
throughout North America. More than $15,000 in scholar-
ship funds was distributed to deserving undergraduate 
students. 

The Soyuzivka Heritage Center held its seventh annual 
Ukrainian Cultural Festival on July 12-14, once again 
attracting guests from near and far to this beautiful venue 
in New York state to see and hear top performers from 
Ukraine and North America. Headlining the show were 
singer/songwriter Vika Vasilevych of Ukraine and virtuo-
so violinist Vasyl Popadiuk, originally from Ukraine and 
now of Canada, with their respective bands. Also on the 
bill were the always popular Roma Pryma Bohachevsky 
Dance Workshop and the Dunai Dancers of Edmonton, 
Alberta, newcomers to the festival. Each group of dancers 
presented its unique version of the “Pryvit” (Welcome) 
number at the start of the program – the workshop danc-
ers resplendent in their costumes modeled on garb worn 
by Kozak nobility and the Dunai members in a variety of 
folk costumes representing diverse regions of Ukraine. 

Other performers included the Ukrainian Chorus 
Dumka of New York, the Dzvin Male Chorus of 
Philadelphia, bandurist/kobzar Julian Kytasty, the Lisova 
Pisnia duo of Alla Kutsevych and Ludmyla Hrabovsky, the 
duo of Erko (Severyn Palydowych) and Ms. Hrabovsky, the 
Nebozir (HeavenStar) Family Trio (comprising Andriana 
Gnap, her mother, Halyna Gnap, and her aunt, 

The cover of the UNA’s summer 2013 magazine, which 
was released at the start of the summer festival season.

The front page of the 120th anniversary issue of 
Svoboda, which marked the anniversary of its found-

ing on September 15, 1893.

The UNA: highlighting
a proud 119-year history

Wikimedia Commons
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Wolodymyra Gnap) and 11-year-old singing phenom 
Xenia Kaczurak.

Scores of volunteers and employees of Soyuzivka and 
the UNA made the seventh annual Ukrainian Cultural 
Festival possible. Most important to the success of the fes-
tival was the financial support of its major sponsor, Self 
Reliance New York Federal Credit Union, as well as the 
sponsorship of the UNA and its Ukrainian National 
Foundation.

Also at Soyuzivka, 2013 marked the 30th annual Club 
Suzie-Q Week. A network of friends from the U.S. and 
Canada, Club Suzie-Q was first billed as a group of mostly 
single young professionals. This year some 50 people 
gathered for their 30th annual get-together week to catch 
up with old friends and forge new friendships, go hiking 
on the Soyuzivka grounds and other venues in the 
Shawangunk mountains, enjoy the Miss Soyuzivka week-
end and have dinner at the Culinary Institute of America 
in Hyde Park, N.Y. 

Speaking of the Miss Soyuzivka event, Natalie Serdiuk 
of Plymouth, Mich., who come the beginning of the new 
academic year would be attending Michigan State 
University in pursuit of a degree in criminal justice, was 
crowned as Miss Soyuzivka 2014. Laryssa Droczak of 
Auburn, N.Y., a sophomore at Rutgers University in New 
Jersey, was chosen as runner-up. 

In other Soyuzivka-related news, the Ukrainian heri-
tage center was featured in the July-August issue of Ulster 
Magazine. The magazine, which focuses on upstate New 
York’s Ulster County, published a full-color feature about 
the Soyuzivka Heritage Center, spotlighting the upcoming 
Ukrainian Cultural Festival. The article by Deborah J. Botti, 
with photos by Michael Bloom (and other photogra-
phers), was headlined “Suzy-Q honors Ukrainian heritage; 
Continuing the culture.”

A special feature highlighting doings at Soyuzivka 
appeared in the September 1 issue of The Ukrainian 
Weekly. Ms. Jarosewich penned the story “A natural host: 
Stefko Drabyk, assistant manager of Soyuzivka.” The 
27-year-old Mr. Drabyk told his interviewer: “I caught my 
first fish at Soyuzivka, attended ‘Tabir Ptashat’ here, 
would come here to be with my friends. Basically, I grew 
up with Soyuzivka.” Soyuzivka regulars praised the young 
assistant manager as “extremely hard-working,” 
“extremely dependable,” “the nicest guy you’ll ever meet.” 
His boss, Soyuzivka Manager Nestor Paslawsky, said of Mr. 
Drabyk: “Stefko works long, hard, demanding hours… He 
tries to anticipate my thoughts and on occasion, when 
he’s right on, I call him Radar, after the TV character on 
‘MASH.’ ”

At the UNA’s Ukrainian-language weekly newspaper, 
Svoboda, 2013 was the year of its 120th anniversary. It 
was on September 15, 1893, that the first issue of 
Svoboda – the oldest and largest continuously published 
Ukrainian-language daily newspaper in the world – first 
appeared. “It was indeed a true beacon of light in the pre-
vailing darkness of hopelessness and despair among 
Ukrainian immigrants in America,” noted Anthony 

Dragan, longtime editor-in-chief of the newspaper (writ-
ing in “Ukrainian National Association: Its Past and 
Present,” published on the association’s 70th anniversary 
in 1964). From the very start, the newspaper’s editor-in-
chief, the Rev. Hryhoriy Hrushka, stated that Svoboda 
should be the people’s newspaper. He delineated the 
paper’s goals as defending national interests, encouraging 
the people to community activity and socially useful 
work, and raising national consciousness. Thus, from its 
very inception, Svoboda was, as the late Mr. Dragan was to 
write decades later, “a crusading newspaper” (hazeta 
khrestonosnykh pokhodiv). In 2013 Svoboda published a 
special anniversary issue on September 13, and its sister 
publication, The Ukrainian Weekly, spotlighted the anni-
versary in its September 15 issue. The Weekly columnist 
Dr. Myron B. Kuropas weighed with his tribute to Svoboda 
and its pioneering editors in a column titled “Thank you, 
Svoboda” that was published on September 22.

Also at Svoboda, 2013 was a time to bid farewell to 
Chrystyna Ferencevych, a member of the newspaper’s 
editorial staff since 1986. On June 25 her co-workers at 
Svoboda, colleagues from The Ukrainian Weekly, and 
executive officers and employees of the UNA offered 
thanks and best wishes to Mrs. Ferencevych at a retire-
ment luncheon held at the UNA Home Office. 

The UNA General Assembly convened at the Soyuzivka 
Heritage Center on December 6-8 for its regular annual 
meeting to review the fraternal benefit society’s activity 
for the past year and to adopt a plan of action for 2014.

Reports were delivered by the three full-time executive 
officers of the UNA; all other General Assembly members 
– executive officers, advisors and auditors – as well as the 
editor-in-chief of the UNA’s official publications, Svoboda 
and The Ukrainian Weekly, had the opportunity to deliver 
addenda to their written reports. Soyuzivka Manager 
Paslawsky also addressed the General Assembly. 

UNA President Stefan Kaczaraj said: “To guarantee the 
future of the UNA, the organization has to be financially 
sound, and that means improvement of our bottom line 
and increase in surplus. This is not an easy task in an 
economy where returns on investments are low, where 
the regulatory environment is changing, where the unem-
ployment rate is 7.3 percent and the number of unem-
ployed persons is in excess of 12 million, and where the 
economy is improving at a snail’s pace.” However, he 
underscored, “The UNA is moving in the right direction by 
repositioning itself in this new financial environment.”

Similarly, UNA Treasurer Roma Lisovich stated: “The 
UNA continues to make progress as we navigate through 
difficult times. Regulatory changes not favorable to small 
fraternal societies and continued stagnant economy con-
tinue to be our greatest challenges. …In order to meet the 
demands of new capital requirements, an expense reduc-
tion initiative was implemented in 2012.” She added: 
“UNA sales are increasing over 2012 and we have been 
successful in reducing UNA’s expense levels. This was 
quite a challenge, but I am happy to report that general 
administrative and fraternal benefit expenses fell from a 
high point of $3.7 million at the end of 2011 to $2.65 mil-
lion at the end of 2012, and $1.9 million as of September 
of this year. Progress is being made and we must continue 
to be adaptable during these changing and challenging 
times.”

UNA Secretary Kozak focused on growing the UNA’s 
membership. “Complementing the branch secretary (the 
traditional core of the UNA membership base), the UNA 
contracts with professional agents in states where the 
UNA is licensed to do business. The UNA continues to 
grow and develop a separate production arm utilizing 
contracted field agents.” This, she explained, “is carefully 
fostered in order to build a basic core of loyal agents.”

The 2013 annual meeting ended with a look ahead to 
the 2014 convention of the Ukrainian National 
Association, which will be held May 16-18 at Soyuzivka, 
as well as with the decision to send a greeting to the Euro-
Maidan taking place in Kyiv. 

The UNA message to the protesters in Ukraine, which 
was sent via an e-mail to Ruslana Lyzhychko in Kyiv, read: 
“Dear Ukrainian brothers and sisters on the Euro-
Maidans of Ukraine: We are with you. The General 
Assembly of the Ukrainian National Association in the 
United States and Canada, with its membership of 50,000, 
greets you, dear Ukrainians on the day of the ‘March of 
Millions’ [Sunday, December 10]. We express our solidari-
ty with all democratic forces in Ukraine and throughout 
the world who support Ukraine’s course toward integra-
tion with the European Union. We add our voices and 
prayers to yours. Victory will come!”

Violinist Vasyl Popadiuk and singer-songwriter Vika (Vasilevich) perform during the seventh annual Ukrainian 
Cultural Festival that was held at Soyuzivka on July 12-14.

Christine SyzonenkoLev Khmelkovsky

Members of the UNA General Assembly – executive officers, auditors and advisors – after the opening of their 2013 
annual meeting at Soyuzivka on December 6-8.

Roma Hadzewycz
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This section features the noteworthy events and people 
of 2013 that defy easy classification (or could fit under 
more than one of our Year in Review categories).

• Ukrainian boxer and politician Vitali Klitschko on 
February 3 was awarded the international prize of the 
German and Polish border cities of Gorlitz/Zgorzelec for 
building democracy. The international prize is awarded 
for contributions to strengthening friendship and mutual 
understanding between people and nations.

• Dr. Danylo Hryhorczuk of Chicago was presented Plast 
Ukrainian Scouting Organization’s highest award – the 
Order of the Eternal Fire in Gold, awarded to individuals in 
recognition of exceptional work for the community. The pre-
sentation was part of the annual “Svichechka” ceremony, cel-
ebrated in 2013 on January 12. Dr. Hryhorczuk has devoted 
his life to the improvement of public health in many ways, 
both in the U.S. and Ukraine, particularly to researching 
the consequences of the Chornobyl nuclear disaster.

• Five dancers from Syzokryli Ukrainian Dance 
Ensemble – Nick Buniak, Volodya Holoborodko, Alex 
Kobryn, Nick Kobryn and Paul Schepel – were featured in 
a photo spread with Dutch supermodel Mirte Maas for 
March’s inaugural issue of Vogue Ukraine magazine, 
which, unfortunately, is published in Russian.

• Ukrainian-owned Kramarczuk’s Deli in Minneapolis 
was one of five recipients of the James Beard Foundation’s 
2013 American Classics Award, “given to restaurants that 
have a timeless appeal and are beloved for quality food 
that reflects the character of their community.” The honor-
ees were announced via a February 28 press statement, 
with an official ceremony on May 6 at Lincoln Center’s 
Avery Fisher Hall in New York. 

• Ukrainian Canadian author Chrystia Freeland won the 
2013 Lionel Gelber Prize for her book “Plutocrats: The 
Rise of the New Global Super-Rich and the Fall of 
Everyone Else.”  The prize is awarded annually for the 
world’s best non-fiction book in English on foreign affairs 
that seeks to deepen public debate on significant interna-
tional issues. Ms. Freeland delivered the annual Lionel 
Gelber Prize public lecture on April 15 at the Munk School 
of Global Affairs at the University of Toronto, and formally 
received the prize at that time.

• In its 125th year of publication, National Geographic 
launched a Ukrainian-language edition of its magazine, 
the premiere issue of which hit newsstands on March 27. 
The publisher, Sanoma Media, publishes seven other glob-
al titles in the Russian language, so its choice to launch 
National Geographic Ukrayina in Ukrainian is indeed note-
worthy.

• Marusia Popovech, a doctoral candidate at New York 
University’s School of Medicine, was named among the 
2013 recipients of the Lindau Nobel Laureate Young 
Researcher Award announced in early March, for her 
research in “examining the effects of surface chemistry of 
engineered nanoparticles on cellular machinery and gene 
expression in genetically altered murine models of oxida-

tive stress and impaired cell transport.”  More simply put, 
Ms. Popovech’s research examines the biological effects of 
nanoparticles on our bodies at the molecular levels; her 
research can potentially influence national policies and 
protocols for exposure to nanomaterials, either in the 
workplace or at consumer level.

• Dr. Eugene Stakhiv received the Meritorious Civilian 
Service Medal, presented to him by Dr. Joe Westphal, 
undersecretary of the Army, at the former’s retirement 
ceremony from the Institute for Water Resources (IWR) 
on February 9.  The award recognizes Dr. Stakhiv’s vision 
in establishing UNESCO ICIWarM, an international water 
resources technical center at IWR, and his leadership of 
two International Joint Comission studies using state-of-
the-art approaches.  The medal also recognized Dr. 
Stakhiv’s contribution to three Intergovernmental Panels 
on Climate Change (IPCC) as the Defense Department rep-
resentative, subcommittee co-chair and lead author – for 
which the IPCC co-chairs were recognized with the Nobel 
Peace Prize in 2007.

• Dr. Lubomyr Luciuk, a professor in the Department of 
Politics and Economics at the Royal Military College of 
Canada in Kingston, Ontario, and a Fellow of the Chair of 
Ukrainian Studies at the University of Toronto, was appoint-
ed in April as a part-time member of the Parole Board of 
Canada. The Parole Board of Canada makes decisions on 
conditional release, record suspension and clemency.

• Sister Mary Bernarda, OSBM, was honored on April 7 
by friends, relatives and community members for her 

ministry to orphaned and underprivileged children in 
Ukraine.  Basilian Provincial Superior Sister Dorothy Ann 
Busowski called her “Ukraine’s Mother Theresa,” praising 
her stamina and self-effacing generosity.  Although Sister 
Bernarda’s yearly visits ended in 2012, a new project – in 
answer to a request by the bishops of Ukraine and in col-
laboration with the Basilian Sisters in Zaporizhia, will 
invite young women to accompany the sisters from the 
U.S. to minister to the poor and needy in Ukraine.

• The Ukrainian National Information Service (UNIS), 
the Washington bureau of the Ukrainian Congress 
Committee of America, presented its first-ever “Friend of 
UNIS” award on April 17 to Orest Deychakiwsky, a long-
time staff member of the U.S. Commission on Security and 
Cooperation in Europe (the Helsinki Commission) and 
friend of the Ukrainian American community. The award 
was presented by UNIS director Michael Sawkiw Jr. at a 
reception at the Embassy of Ukraine, part of the 
“Ukrainian Days in Washington” organized by UNIS. 

• The month-long exhibition “History of Kyiv in 
Archival Documents” was presented in Paris by the State 
Archival Service of Ukraine at the Ukrainian Cultural and 
Information Center of the Embassy of Ukraine in France. 
Opening in May, the exhibition presented documents from 
the Kyiv State Archives, some of them text and photo-
graphic copies of documents that are under UNESCO pro-
tection, including technical and visual documentation of 
such architectural treasures as the Kyiv Mohyla Academy, 
St. Sophia Cathedral and the Kyivan Monastery of the 
Caves. The exhibit contains information about several 
prominent Ukrainians, as well as photo documentation 
about the destruction of Kyiv by the Nazis and its restora-
tion. The delegation from the State Archival Service hoped 
to conclude an agreement on cooperation with the French 
archival service; the Ukrainian archives service has such 
agreements with 40 countries.

• Nadya Wasylko was named by Photo District News  
(PDN) as one of the top 30 emerging photographers for 
2013, “PDN 30: New and Emerging Photographers to 
Watch,” as featured in the April edition of PDN. The mem-
bers of the PDN 30 were recognized not only for their tal-
ent and vision as photographers, but also their ability to 
establish themselves as working professionals. Notably, in 
2012, Ms. Wasylko had been awarded the PDN 2010 
Photo annual award for her series about the changing 
visual landscape of Ukraine.

• The Osvita Foundation of Winnipeg, Manitoba, hon-
ored Orysia Paszczak Tracz in June with its 2013 Osvita 
Foundation Award for her significant contribution to the 
Ukrainian community. The Osvita Foundation is commit-
ted to supporting excellence in education through the pro-
motion of the English-Ukrainian Bilingual Program, of 
which Ms. Tracz has been a supporter since its inception. 
A writer, long-time columnist for The Ukrainian Weekly, 
commentator, lecturer and steadfast advocate for all 
things Ukrainian, Ms. Tracz has been an articulate and 

The noteworthy:
people and events

National Geographic Ukrayina Deputy Chief Editor Dmytro Hubenko and Editor-in-Chief Olha Valchyshena 
launch the first issue of National Geographic Ukrayina on March 27.

At the funeral, with full military honors, of Private William Yawney on May 25 in Northampton, Pa.  He was killed 
during World War II, but his remains were identified only recently.

Zenon Zawada
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informative voice of the Winnipeg Ukrainian community 
for more than 40 years, publishing countless articles in 
numerous journals and translating numerous books from 
Ukrainian into English. 

• Private William Yawney (U.S. Army) was buried with 
full military honors, including a 21-gun salute and taps, on 
May 25 – Memorial Day weekend – some 60 years after 
his death. Military honors for the funeral were provided 
by Ukrainian American Veterans of Post 42 in 
Pennsylvania. Private Yawney, age 23 at the time, was 
killed during World War II while on a scouting mission 
before the invasion of Saipan, in the Pacific. His remains 
were discovered in 2007 by workers of a construction 
company, identified through DNA and dental records, and 
released to his family on May 22.

• On June 29 the Institute of Electrical and Electronics 
Engineers (IEEE) awarded its annual Alexander Graham 
Bell Medal to research partners Dr. Andrew Chraplyvy and 
Dr. Robert Tkach, for their “contributions to the science 
and technology of optical communications enabling high-
speed wavelength division multiplexing through the miti-
gation of the effects of fiber nonlinearity.” Simply put, the 
two developed a new type of optical fiber capable of car-
rying far more information than what was previously 
used, and which helps form the backbone of the modern 
Internet and telecommunications network. 

• Natalie Pawlenko, director of the Office of Local Public 
Health for the New Jersey Department of Health, was rec-
ognized as a Public Health and Prevention Champion of 
Change during a reception at the White House on 
September 10. For the past nine years, Ms. Pawlenko has 
led a statewide effort to streamline and coordinate public 
health data collection and analysis to improve the public 
health reporting system in New Jersey. The collected data 
are used by local health departments to prepare for pre-
ventive and emerging health issues.

• Leonid Finberg, the director of the Center of Jewish 
Studies at the National University of Kyiv Mohyla 
Academy, was honored as this year’s laureate of the 
Omelan and Tatiana Antonovych Foundation Award, for 
his “contributions toward the building of a civil society in 
Ukraine.” The award was presented by the foundation’s 
president, Dr. Ihor Voyevidka, at a ceremony at the 
Embassy of Ukraine in Washington on October 19. Mr. 
Finberg was praised for his dedication to his work, which 
focused on the reawakening of Ukrainian and Jewish self-
awareness, the development of their language, history, 
culture and literature, as well as their cooperation.

• The Ukrainian Technological Society (UTS), a profes-
sionals’ association based in Pittsburgh, presented its 2013 
Ukrainian of the Year award on November 2 to Roma 
Hadzewycz, editor-in-chief of The Ukrainian Weekly and 
Svoboda. Ms. Hadzewycz was honored for her “profession-
al excellence in journalism and reporting; her dedication 
and editorial leadership of the Ukrainian community’s 
foremost newspapers; …her editorial contributions to four 
books released by The Ukrainian Weekly; …and for her 
commitment and leadership on both the local and national 
levels of the UNA and Plast; as well as longstanding efforts 
to strengthen ties between Ukraine and the U.S.” 

During 2013 our community mourned the passing 
of many of its prominent members: artists, church 
leaders, soldiers and community activists. Among 

them were the following, listed in order of their passing.
Chrystyna Baranetsky, 61, Livingston, N.J., longtime 

Plast Ukrainian Scouting Organization leader, known to 
many as scout leader “Podruha Tynia”; she mentored and 
inspired dozens of plastunky with her enthusiastic per-
sonality, belief in adolescent potential and ability to moti-
vate girls to work hard – January 6.

Mykhailo Horyn, 82, leading Ukrainian dissident dur-
ing the Soviet era and human rights activist; was a mem-
ber of the Ukrainian Helsinki Group and a founder of 
Rukh, the Popular Movement of Ukraine; was twice 
imprisoned by Soviet authorities for his “anti-Soviet” 
activity; while visiting the U.S. in 1991, helped co-found 
the Coordinating Committee to Aid Ukraine; president of 
the Ukrainian World Coordinating Council, 2000-2006 – 
January 13.

Bohdan J. Chaplynsky, 76, East Hanover, N.J., а lead-
ing operatic tenor; began his singing career in 1959 as 
soloist and youngest member of the Ukrainian Bandurist 
Chorus; frequently featured solo performer for Ukrainian 
cultural and community events; leading tenor with multi-
ple opera companies, including the Ritenhouse Opera 
Society, Berks Opera Company and Amici Opera 
Company – January 15.

Marika Prociuk Bokalo, 67, longtime activist with 
the sports club Chornomorska Sitch and the Ukrainian 
Sports Federation of the U.S. and Canada (USCAK); a 
school teacher by profession; swimming director for both 
Sitch and USCAK, as well as camp secretary for the Sitch 
Sports School; organized many athletic events, including 
the USCAK swimming championships held annually at 
Soyuzivka – January 18.

Steven Howansky, 70, Stamford, Conn., relocated as 
part of Akcja Wisla and eventually emigrated to the U.S. 
in the early 1960s; devoted much time and energy to 
groups such as the Organization for the Defense of 
Lemkivshchyna, the Lemko Research Foundation Inc. and 
the Ukrainian Lemko Museum in Stamford; avid support-
er of the Ukrainian American Youth Association’s Krylati 
soccer teams, which he helped coach and manage at vari-
ous stages – February 11.

Hennadii Udovenko, 81, Kyiv, veteran Ukrainian dip-
lomat perhaps best remembered as Ukraine’s ambassa-
dor to the United Nations at the time the country 
declared independence; ambassador to Poland, 1992-
1994; foreign affairs minister, 1994-1998; served in the 
Verkhovna Rada, 1998-2007 and headed the Popular 
Movement of Ukraine, Rukh, 1999-2003; president of the 
U.N. General Assembly, 1997-1998 – February 12.

Chester Myroslav Kuc, 81, Edmonton, Alberta, dance 
master and folk art specialist; lifelong student and teach-
er of dance who shared his enthusiasm and knowledge 
with many young dancers; along with his wife Luba, 
founded the Ukrainian National Federation (UNF) School 
of Dancing, one of the largest dance schools in 
Edmonton; founder and artistic director of two dance 
companies – Shumka (1959) and Cheremosh (1969) – 
both of international acclaim; skilled writer of pysanky, 
and master of embroidery; researcher and collector of 
many forms of folk art – February 16.

Bishop Julian Voronovsky, 76, Drohobych, Ukraine, 
last Ukrainian Catholic bishop to be secretly consecrated 
during the Church’s Soviet-era persecution; originally 
trained as an engineer; secretly ordained a priest in 1968 
by Bishop Vasyl Velychkovsky, after attending clandestine 
seminary; ordained an auxiliary bishop, also secretly, in 
1986 by Archbishop Volodymyr Sterniuk of Lviv; became 
rector of the archeparchy’s major seminary after the 
Church’s legalization in the early 1990s; in 1994-2011 
led the Sambir-Drohobych Eparchy, where he restored 
parishes, founded monasteries and schools, and made 
many efforts to rebuild the Church – February 28.

Erast Huculak, 82, Toronto, businessman known for 
his philanthropic activity; served on Advisory Council of 
the Ukrainian Canadian Congress; founder and director 
of the Children of Chornobyl Canadian Fund; served as 
president of Canadian Friends of Rukh, and wrote about 
this in his memoir, “My Wooden Suitcase”; purchased 
youth complex now known as the Huculak Center for 
Plast Ukrainian Scouting Organization in Toronto; estab-
lished the Huculak Chair of Ukrainian Culture and 
Ethnography at the University of Alberta’s Faculty of 
Arts; purchased and donated premises for the first 
Embassy of Ukraine in Canada – March 2.

Peter Hrycak, Ph.D., 89, Cranford, N.J., responsible for 
designing and implementing the thermal design of the 
Telstar satellites in the 1960s; professor of mechanical 
engineering at Newark College of Engineering (which 
later became the New Jersey Institute of Technology), 
where he taught and mentored many during his 27 years 
in academia; past president of Ukrainian Engineers’ 
Society of America; published a variety of technical 
research papers, along with numerous articles in 
Svoboda – March 7.

Joseph V. Krawczeniuk, Ph.D., 88, Wilkes-Barre, Pa.; 
earned a Ph.D. in German studies from the University of 
Munich; taught German studies at King’s College in 
Wilkes-Barre, Pa., from 1962 until his retirement in 
2008; wrote extensively for Ukrainian academic journals 
and newspapers, including Svoboda; wrote a brief histo-
ry of the Ukrainian National Association, which appeared 
in the catalogue accompanying the documentary photo 
exhibit marking the UNA centennial – April 17.

Halyna Tytla, 77, Yorktown Heights, N.Y., artist and 
iconographer who studied with Petro Cholodny Jr. – 
April 19.

Dr. Anatol Lysyj, 87, Minneapolis, Minn., physician, 
writer, philanthropist and leader in the Ukrainian and 
American communities; skilled and dedicated doctor 

Leonid Finberg, director of the Center for Jewish 
Studies at the National University of Kyiv Mohyla 
Academy, receives the 2013 Antonovych Award on 

October 19.

Mykhailo Horyn

Paul Poberezny

Henadii Udovenko Erast Huculak

Our community 
mourns their passing
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who once hitched a ride to the hospital on a snowmobile 
during a blizzard, and volunteered time at LBJ Tropical 
Medical Center in American Samoa; was involved in med-
ical relief projects in newly independent Ukraine, as well 
as Children of Chornobyl; passionate champion of 
Ukrainian independence and culture – June 5.

Ihor Sverhun, Dmytro Koniaev, Badavi Kashaev, 
killed as a result of a terrorist attack on a mountain 
climbers’ campsite in the area of Mount Nanga Parbat in 
Pakistan, along with seven other climbers from various 
countries and their Pakistani guide; responsibility for the 
attack has been taken by the Pakistani Taliban – June 23.

Ihor Rakowsky, 83, Tuscon, Az., longtime community 
leader, member of Plast Ukrainian Scouting 
Organization’s Burlaky, president of Ukrainian choir 
Dumka, colonel in the U.S. Army, special agent in the U.S. 
Drug Enforcement Administration – June 27.

Bishop Innocent Lotocky, 97, Chicago, retired eparch 
of the Ukrainian Catholic Eparchy of St. Nicholas in 
Chicago; born in Stari Petrykivtsi, Ukraine; completed the 
Gymnasium of the Basilian Fathers in Buchach and 
entered the novitiate; ordained to the priesthood in 
Czechoslovakia in 1940; came to the U.S. in 1946; conse-
crated a bishop in 1981, serving as the eparch of St. 
Nicholas until retiring in 1993, although he continued to 
celebrate the divine liturgy regularly at St. Nicholas 
Cathedral – July 4

Bohdan Malaniak, 83, Glendale, Calif., spent 37 years 
at Cedars-Sinai Medical Center as associate vice-presi-
dent for academic and research affairs, which established 
an endowment in his name, the “Malaniak Award for 
Excellence in Postdoctoral Research”; longtime member 
and past president of the Los Angeles-based Ukrainian 
National Choir Kobzar; served on the board of directors 
of the California Association to Aid Ukraine; edited a 
book documenting the lives of those who, like him, spent 
time in the Regensburg DP camp, and produced a short 
film about life there – July 15.

Gregory Malynowsky, 93, Howell, Mich., patron of 
Ukrainian medicine; generous supporter of numerous 
scholarly, cultural and educational and medical pro-
grams in Ukraine, often collaborating with the 
American-Ukrainian Medical Foundation (AUMF); spon-
sored the publication of 20 medical handbooks; pur-
chased thousands of English-language books for univer-
sity libraries in Ukraine; bought computerized printing 
equipment for the Academy of Medical Sciences of 
Ukraine, the medical schools in Kyiv, Odesa and 
Dnipropetrovsk, the Kyiv Otolaryngology Research 
Institute and the Kharkiv Scientific Radiological 
Research Institute – July 29.

Marta Baczynsky, 74, New York, writer, editor, public 
relations professional; began writing for The Ukrainian 
Weekly as a special correspondent in the late 1960s, 
reflecting the interests and concerns of the Ukrainian 
American community; wrote for Nashe Zhyttia (Our Life), 
the magazine of the Ukrainian National Women’s League 
of America, serving as editor of the magazine’s English-
language section for some two decades; involved in 
development and public relations for The Ukrainian 
Museum in New York, 1986-2009 – September 3.

Paul Poberezny, 91, Oshkosh, Wis., experimental air-
craft pioneer; flew solo across the country at age 17, in 
1939; served as a flight instructor in the U.S. Army’s air 
force, and fought air combat in the Korean and Vietnam 
wars; founded the Experimental Aircraft Association in 

1953, and organized annual fly-in gatherings; purchased 
900 aces in Lake Winnebago Wis., for the EAA Aviation 
Center; established and built AirVenture Museum, a year-
round center for sport aviation enthusiasts; featured in 
Slavko Nowytski’s 1982 film “Helm of Destiny,” a docu-
mentary on the Ukrainian experience in the United States 
– September 3.

Andrij Paschuk, 89, New York; took an active role in 
raising funds in the 19060s for Ukrainian studies at 
Harvard University; for almost 50 years was an active 
member of the Ukrainian Institute of America, as well as 
a member of the UIA board of directors and at one time 
its vice-president; founder of the Music at the Institute 
series of concerts – September 11.

Nicholas Oresko, 96, Cresskill, N.J., oldest living recip-
ient of the U.S. Medal of Honor and one of three 
Ukrainian Americans to have been awarded the Medal of 
Honor; joined the army during World War II, arriving in 
France two months after D-Day; awarded the Medal of 
Honor in October 1945 for leading a one-man raid on a 
well-fortified enemy position during the Battle of the 
Bulge – October 4.

Yevhen Hanowsky, 86, Astoria, N.Y.; longtime leader 
in the Ukrainian American Youth Association (UAYA), 
holding many local, national and international positions 
over more than four decades; awarded the UAYA’s highest 
rank in 1996 by the organization’s 15th World Congress 
in recognition of his work – October 14.

Bohdan S. Wynar, 87, Aurora, Colo., former professor 
and dean, Ukrainian scholar and author, member of 
numerous Ukrainian academic organizations; professor 
at University of Denver and State University of New York 
(SUNY); dean of Library and Information Science School 
at SUNY; founded the Libraries Unlimited publishing 
house in 1964, adding the Ukrainian Academic Press 
division in 1972 and Teacher Ideas Press in 1988; 
authored and co-authored many books in Library Science 
– November 9.

Tatiana Tchekina, 69, Rochester, N.Y., pianist and 
music professor; taught accompanying and chamber 
music at the Kyiv Conservatory before joining the faculty 
of the Eastman School of Music in 2002, where she was 
an assistant professor of accompanying; performed as 
pianist all over the world since 1967 with her husband, 
violinist Oleh Krysa; recorded over 20 CDs and regularly 
taught master classes – December 7.

Jaroslaw Rozumnyj, 88, long-time professor of 
Slavic studies; earned his P.D. in Slavic studies from the 
University of Ottawa; taught at the University of 
Manitoba for over 30 years; head of the Department of 
Slavic Studies, 1976-1989; after retiring from the 
University of Manitoba in 1995, served as dean of the 
Faculty of Philosophy at the Ukrainian Free University in 
Munich; was fundamentally involved in the revival of the 
Kyiv Mohyla Academy in the early 1990s; best known 
for his publications on 19th and 20th century writers 
and the Ukrainian cultural experience in Canada – 
December 8.

Armenia (Aka) Pereyma, 86, Troy, Ohio, internation-
ally known artist; earned a degree in sculpture from the 
Dayton Art Institute in 1966; was the artist coordinator 
for the Welding for Artist Program at the Hobart School 
for Welding Technology in Troy, 1970-1980; received a 
citation and medal from the Ukrainian government in 
2001 for her contribution to the richness of Ukrainian 
culture abroad; honored by the Ohio Arts Council in its 
first group of Ohio Heritage Fellows – December 9. 

Eighty years – that’s the milestone we at The Ukrainian 
Weekly marked this year. It was on October 6, 1933, that 
The Weekly’s first issue rolled off the presses, and we cele-
brated the 80th anniversary of our newspaper’s birth with 
a special issue published on October 6, 2013. We hope you 
enjoyed that special issue as much as we truly enjoyed 
working on it. We were most pleased that we managed to 
find a photo of each and every editor of The Ukrainian 
Weekly from 1933 through the present day. The special 
issue also presented a look back at eight decades of news 
stories, features and editorials by offering a selection of 
such articles.

Major donation from Self Reliance (N.Y.)

Our sister publication, Svoboda, also marked an anni-
versary in 2013 – its 120th. The Weekly’s and Svoboda’s 
anniversaries were noted by Self Reliance (N.Y.) Federal 
Credit Union, which issued a check for $20,000 to the two 
newspapers as a donation in recognition of their com-
bined 200 years of service to the Ukrainian community 
and nation. Interestingly, the check was issued on 
December 19, which just happened to be the feast day of 
St. Nicholas. 

The accompanying letter from Bohdan Kurczak, presi-
dent, and Bohdan Sawycky, chief financial officer, noted 
the two publications’ all-important contributions, espe-
cially Svoboda’s role as a “protectress (berehynia) of the 
Ukrainian heritage,” and wished the two newspapers 
much success and inspiration in continuing their mission.

Special issues, special features

As usual, the year included several special issues, 
beginning with “2012: The Year in Review” (published in 
three parts in January) and then our very popular 
“Ukrainian Debutante Balls” section – all the pages of 
which were published in color – that appeared on March 
19. Next came our annual “A Ukrainian Summer” release, 
published as a 24-page pullout in the May 5 issue. (As has 
become tradition, “A Ukrainian Summer” appears in the 
first issue in May.) 

Soon afterwards, Editor Matthew Dubas authored a 
special feature: a three-part series dubbed “On the road 
with the Ukrainian Bandurist Chorus” that he wrote while 
“embedded” with the UBC during its spring concert series. 
His articles (published May 12, 19 and 26) chronicled 
what it’s like – on and off the stage – to put on a tour of 
this caliber.

Meanwhile, in Kyiv, a former chief of our Kyiv Press 
Bureau, Zenon Zawada, is our principal correspondent in 
Ukraine, writing on a free-lance basis. He continues to do 
an outstanding job for us and our community in reporting 
from Kyiv. That has been especially notable as he files sto-
ries and analysis of developments related to the Euro-
Maidan movement that began in late November.

The Weekly introduced a new column, “Border 
Crossings,” presenting a view from Ukrainian Canada that 
is written alternately by Jars Balan, chair of the Canada 
Ukraine Committee of the Ukrainian Canadian Congress, 
(UCC) and Taras Zalusky, the Ottawa-based executive 
director of the UCC. The first column appeared on May 5.

On September 8 we introduced another new columnist: 
Eugene Z. Stakhiv, Ph.D., a lecturer and researcher at Johns 
Hopkins University and visiting scholar at the Institute for 
Water Resources. Prior to his retirement from the U.S. 
Army Corps of Engineers, he served for 10 years as U.S. 
director, International Great Lakes Study; concurrently he 
was director of the UNESCO International Center for 
Integrated Water Resources Management. Dr. Stakhiv 
served as co-chair and lead author for the first three 
United Nations Intergovernmental Panels on Climate 
Change, for which he shares a Nobel Prize. The new col-
umn is called “Science and Technology Notes.”

Award-winning year

2013 was also a year of awards. We began the year with 
a story in our February 17 issue reporting that Roma 
Hadzewycz had been presented a Special Recognition 
Award whose citation read: “With great appreciation for 
your support of Ukrainian American Veterans.” The award 
was announced at the UAV National Convention in 
November 2012, but the presentation took place later 
when Anna Krawczuk, a past national commander of the 
UAV and coordinator of the UAV Registration Project, and 

The Ukrainian Weekly’s
80th anniversary year
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2012, and at the end of 2012 we had 510 likes.) For those 
who may not be familiar with it, our Facebook page 
includes breaking news, shares of major news stories and 
features on Ukraine and Ukrainians, previews of what’s 
coming up in our issues and notifications that the latest 
issue is out, available for subscribers to our online edition 
and on its way via regular mail to print subscribers. So, 
why not LIKE us? See https://www.facebook.com/
TheUkrainianWeekly.

Rolling the credits

This year’s edition of “The Year in Review” was pre-
pared by Roma Hadzewycz and Matthew Dubas of The 
Weekly’s editorial staff; our part-time staffer Christine 
Syzonenko; our colleagues Deanna Yurchuk and Lesia 
Lebed; our correspondents Yaro Bihun in Washington and 
Oksana Zakydalsky in Toronto; and Ihor Stelmach, our 
sports columnist. Credit for the layout goes to our layout 
artist Stepan Slutsky. 

The articles in this year’s four-part yearender (January 
12, 19 and 26, and February 2) were prepared based on 
stories about events of 2013 that appeared in The Weekly 
– those written by our staffers and regular correspon-
dents, as well as many submitted by community activists 
from cities and towns across North America. Thank you, 
thank you, thank you to all of these community-minded 
individuals. Let’s keep up our partnership! 

Incidentally, our editorial of June 23, 2013, was 
addressed to readers in an effort to improve cooperation 
between them and us; it includes some friendly advice on 
how to submit materials to The Weekly and is a good 
guide for anyone who wants to send us stories, informa-
tion, photos, etc.

As we bring to a close our “2013: The Year in Review,” 
our parting message is: we look forward to working with 
all of you in 2014 and beyond. 

Bernard Krawczuk, public relations/publications officer, 
stopped by our editorial offices.

Our Toronto correspondent, Oksana Zakydalsky, was 
one of seven Ukrainian Canadians honored on September 
26 with the Queen Elizabeth II Diamond Jubilee Medal, a 
Canadian government award that honors significant con-
tributions and achievements by Canadians. Ms. 
Zakydalsky was recognized for her work with the 
Ukrainian Canadian Research and Documentation Center; 
her more than 20 years as a writer and correspondent for 
The Ukrainian Weekly, Homin Ukrainy, Svoboda and the 
New Pathway; and her leadership in Plast Ukrainian Youth 
Organization, both in Canada and on the international 
level.

Later in the year, Ms. Hadzewycz was honored by being 
named the Ukrainian of Year 2013 by the Ukrainian 
Technological Society, a professionals’ group based in 
Pittsburgh. The presentation was made at the UTS’s 44th 
annual award ceremony and dinner-dance on November 
2. The award was given in recognition of: “professional 
excellence in journalism and reporting; dedication and 
editorial leadership of the Ukrainian community’s fore-
most newspapers: The Ukrainian Weekly, this year cele-
brating its 80th anniversary, and Svoboda, celebrating its 
120th anniversary; editorial contributions to four books 
released by The Ukrainian Weekly on the Great Famine in 
Ukraine, the 10th anniversary of Ukraine’s independence 
and other significant news developments; and commit-
ment and leadership on both the local and national levels 
of the Ukrainian National Association (UNA) and Plast; as 
well as longstanding efforts to strengthen ties between 
Ukraine and the U.S.” 

In her acceptance address Ms. Hadzewycz spoke about 
the profound influence that her family’s active involve-
ment with the Ukrainian National Association and Plast 
Ukrainian Scouting Organization had on her life and 
career; shared highlights from the intertwined history of 
the UNA and Svoboda; and underscored the role of The 
Ukrainian Weekly in our community.

To be or not to be digital

In March 2013, the announcement was made of plans 
to change The Weekly to a new digital format. Letters 
went out to all subscribers, and the response rate was 
very good: over 31 percent responded with e-mail 
addresses, but more than 7 percent replied that they had 
no e-mail address. Others did not reply at all. Quite a few 
(some speaking for their elderly parents) said this was 
discrimination against older readers who do not use com-
puters, the Internet, e-mail, etc.

Some readers were absolutely against the digital only 
version; others thought the digital version would, of 
course, be free. Some readers actually gave us their e-mail 
addresses and said “put me on your e-mail distribution 
list,” expecting that they would thenceforth get a free 
Weekly each week via e-mail. We found ourselves fielding 
a variety of questions about The Weekly’s (and even 
Svoboda’s) future. There were even questions about 
whether readers should renew or not, since we were sup-
posedly ending our print edition. 

UNA Treasurer Roma Lisovich wrote in April that the 
cost to print and deliver the newspaper to our readers 
was approximately $110 annually per subscriber, adding 
that the UNA would have to raise the print subscription 
price to $100 for members and $125 for non-members. 
“We are sympathetic to the financial hardship that this 
may cause some readers. We hope our loyal readership 
will recognize that the price increase barely covers the 
per-subscriber cost it takes to produce The Weekly,” she 
noted.

In the end, the decision was made to continue the print 
edition, and to continue promoting online subscriptions 
(which, we must note, obviates concerns about poor post-
al delivery). However, the price for annual subscriptions 
had to be raised as of the new year to offset rising costs 
(including the new postage rates that are to go into effect 
in late January 2014) and declining revenue (due to 
decreases in income from advertising and subscriptions). 
However, we hasten to add, that this does not mean that 
The Weekly will not go digital at some point in the future.

(See the announcement about new pricing on right.)

Copies for Congress

For many years, The Ukrainian Weekly provided mem-
bers of the Senate and House of Representatives with gra-
tis subscriptions to our newspaper. The thinking was that 
The Weekly is useful and informative, as it covers develop-
ments in Ukraine, the life of the Ukrainian American com-
munity and issues of concern to their constituents. 
However, due to financial considerations, exacerbated by 
the poor delivery of our newspaper by the U.S. Postal 
Service, in March 2013, we stopped mailing members of 
Congress copies of our newspaper. 

The good news is that we are now offering their offices 
free access to The Ukrainian Weekly via a PDF file of each 
week’s issue e-mailed by the Ukrainian National 
Information Service, the Washington office of the 
Ukrainian Congress Committee of America. Our sincere 
thanks go out to Michael Sawkiw Jr., who agreed to this 
proposal and has been sending out these PDFs of our 
newspaper to his congressional e-mail list beginning with 
The Weekly issue dated November 17. The primary recipi-
ents of these e-mailings are members of the Congressional 
Ukrainian Caucus and their staffs, plus staffers in the 
House Foreign Affairs and Senate Foreign Relations com-
mittees – more than 35 recipients in all. 

To conclude, some numbers

Reader support for our newspaper continued to be 
very strong. A total of $25,498.12 was received in dona-
tions to The Ukrainian Weekly Press Fund during 2013. 
We express heartfelt thanks to all our donors – your con-
tributions help ensure that our newspaper continues to be 
published.

As of December 31, 2013, our Facebook page had 1,430 
likes. (We had inaugurated our Facebook page in July 

The Weekly’s Toronto correspondent, Oksana 
Zakydalsky, was honored on with the Queen Elizabeth 
II Diamond Jubilee Medal, which was bestowed by the 
Canadian government and presented on September 26 
by Ukrainian Canadian Congress President Paul Grod.
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by Zenon Zawada

KYIV – Last week, it was reported that a 
new deadline had been set for the next step 
in European Union-Ukraine relations: 
November 18 is now the day when the EU 
Foreign Affairs Council will meet to decide 
on whether the EU should sign an 
Association Agreement with Ukraine. After 
consulting with numerous political experts 
in Kyiv, The Ukrainian Weekly offers sever-
al possible scenarios that may unfold to 
resolve the current conflict involving 
Ukrainian President Viktor Yanukovych, 
imprisoned former Prime Minister Yulia 
Tymoshenko and the European Union lead-
ership.

The scenarios are ranked in the order of 
their likelihood, as judged by The Weekly’s 
Kyiv correspondent. In considering the var-
ious scenarios, several axioms must be 
taken into account:

• Mr. Yanukovych won’t accept a com-
promise that allows Ms. Tymoshenko to be 
involved in the 2015 presidential election. 

• Ms. Tymoshenko wants to compete in 
the 2015 presidential elections.

• Ms. Tymoshenko won’t accept a com-
promise that requires her to return to pris-
on after receiving medical treatment 
abroad.

• The EU won’t accept a compromise in 
which it forbids Ms. Tymoshenko from 
returning to Ukraine after receiving medi-
cal treatment abroad.

Six possible scenarios

1. Mr. Yanukovych arranges for Ms. 
Tymoshenko’s release to seek medical 
treatment abroad, the Association 
Agreement is signed, she doesn’t return to 
Ukraine for the 2015 election. This seems 
like the most hopeful scenario that will 

Ukrainian Catholic University

LVIV – The Ukrainian Eparchy of St. 
Volodymyr in Paris, led by Bishop Borys 
Gudziak, president of the Ukrainian 
Catholic University, on September 27 pur-
chased the church near St. Vincent Abbey, 
which Queen Anna Yaroslavna of France 
founded in 1060. Senlis, located 45 kilome-
ters from Paris, is where the daughter of 
Kyivan Rus’ Grand Prince Yaroslav the Wise 
lived in the 11th century. 

Starting in November, the edifice will 
function as a church of the Ukrainian 
Greek-Catholic Church (UGCC); it will also 
house the Anna Yaroslavna Cultural Center, 
whose purpose is to represent and pro-
mote Ukrainian culture and Ukrainian-
European cooperation.

 The newly acquired church will open its 
doors on November 16, when a hierarchi-
cal divine liturgy will be celebrated at 10 

a.m. (On the following day, Ukrainians can 
take part in a memorial hierarchical liturgy 
in the Cathedral of Notre Dame to pray 
together for the victims of the Holodomor.)

 “Today is a great day for the Ukrainian 
community in Paris, France, in all of 
Europe, and for all Ukrainians, wherever 
they may be. We purchased the church in 
Senlis, the royal town in which lived Anna 
Yaroslavna, known to the world as Anne of 
Kyiv, queen of France. With this ecclesiasti-
cal and legal act, we have shown that the 
sources of the Ukrainian Christian 
European tradition are alive and viable,” 
said Bishop Gudziak. 

He also said that the church will bear the 
name of the martyrs Borys and Hlib, Anna’s 
uncles. “Boris and Hlib represent virtue, 
which today we need the most – love and 
harmony among brothers, rejection of frat-
ricidal strife. Anna represents high culture 
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   O c to b e r  6 ,  T h e 
Ukrainian Weekly, which is pub-
lished by the Ukrainian National 
Association, celebrates its 80th anniver-
sary. 

The Weekly came into being at a most trag-
ic time for Ukraine – at the time when the Stalin 
regime organized the Holodomor, which resulted in 
the genocide of millions of its citizens. The Ukrainian 
National Association, recognizing the need to get the 
story of this genocide out to the English-speaking 
world, established a new English-language newspa-
per, The Ukrainian Weekly, which was the first media 
source to consistently carry reports of these terrible 
events.

We at the UNA are extremely proud of The 
Ukrainian Weekly’s history of professional excellence 
and editorial integrity. 

 Throughout its existence, The Weekly has 
informed its readers about events in Ukraine, as well 
as about the life of Ukrainians dispersed throughout 
the world. It provided important news and insightful 
commentary on the struggle of the people of Ukraine 
for their human rights and national dignity. In so 
doing, it played a vital role in advancing the cause of 
Ukraine’s independence. 

Since its founding in 1933, The Weekly’s goal 
always was to contribute to securing a free and inde-
pendent Ukraine. We are grateful that time has now 
come, but The Weekly’s mission continues as it 

chronicles Ukraine’s continuous efforts of nation-
building and establishing democracy.

Through the last 80 years The Ukrainian Weekly 
has not only provided an extremely valuable ser-
vice in bringing to the attention of the Ukrainian 
American community and other interested 
Americans news concerning Ukraine, it also 
became the prime source of information about the 
Ukrainian community of North America. It serves 
as an important communications channel among 
members of the Ukrainian community, and it con-
tinues to educate readers about the traditions and 
heritage of the Ukrainian nation.

The Ukrainian Weekly has been, and contin-
ues to be, an important resource for the United 
States Congress and government agencies. 

We would especially like to commend the edi-
tor-in-chief, Roma Hadzewycz, and the entire 
staff of The Weekly for their dedication and com-
mitment in putting out a first-rate newspaper. 

 On the occasion of The Ukrainian Weekly’s 80th 
anniversary, we offer congratulations to the entire 
staff. May all your future endeavors be successful.

Mnohaya Lita! 
For the Executive Committee 

of the Ukrainian National Association:
Stefan Kaczaraj, President

Christine E. Kozak, Secretary
Roma Lisovich, Treasurer

On

The front page of The Ukrainian Weekly’s 80th anni-
versary issue dated October 6, 2013.

New pricing 
for subscriptions
Dear Readers:

We heard your voices. Last year in March, when 
the announcement was made that The Ukrainian 
Weekly was considering going to an all-digital for-
mat, some of you accepted that possibility, some did 
not respond, while others protested. At that time, the 
Ukrainian National Association, our publisher calcu-
lated that the yearly cost to print and deliver our 
newspaper to a reader was about $110, and there-
fore the UNA might have to raise the price for a print 
subscription to $100 for UNA members and $125 for 
non-members.

In December, the UNA Executive Committee made 
the decision to continue the print edition of The 
Weekly and to set the prices for a year’s subscription 
at $80 for members and $90 for non-members. The 
price for an online subscription, $40, remains the 
same. For those who receive the print edition, an 
online subscription costs only $5 more; that is, UNA 
members can get both print and online subscrip-
tions for $85, while the price for non-members is 
$90.

Prices for Svoboda, the Ukrainian-language week-
ly published by the UNA, are the same as those for 
The Weekly.

The new prices for subscriptions are effective as 
of February 1. (Readers whose subscriptions run out 
on or after that date, will have to pay the new price. 
If your subscription is still current, there is no need 
for any additional payment.)

Thank you, Dear Readers, for your years of sup-
port for The Ukrainian Weekly. We trust that you will 
remain our loyal readers. 




