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2014: THE YEAR IN REVIEW

During 2014, what started out as the Euro-Maidan 
was transformed into the Revolution of Dignity. By 
year’s end, Ukraine had a new president, a new 

Verkhovna Rada and a new government. And, at the end of 
the year, the Rada voted to abandon the country’s previ-
ous “non-bloc” status and set a course for NATO member-
ship. A civilizational choice had been made.

As the year began, there was concern about the regular 
presidential election that was to be held in March 2015 as 
the opposition – that is the pro-Western parties of Ukraine 
– appeared to have no unified election strategy other than 
being against Viktor Yanukovych. Ukrainian Democratic 
Alliance for Reform (UDAR) Chair Vitali Klitschko was call-
ing on his rivals to ditch their campaigns and unite behind 
his single candidacy. The expected Batkivshchyna candi-
date, Arseniy Yatsenyuk, and Svoboda party candidate 
Oleh Tiahnybok said they would compete independently 
in the first round of the presidential election. Billionaire 
confectionary magnate Petro Poroshenko also was plan-
ning to throw his hat into the ring. The concern among 
observers was that so many candidates could cannibalize 
the pro-Western vote or spread it too thinly, letting anoth-
er victory slip through their fingers. On January 10 came 
news of a rift between Euro-Maidan activists and leaders 
when the Euro-Maidan Citizens Council demanded that 
opposition leaders settle on a single presidential candi-
date by January 11 or else face protests.

Meanwhile, public demonstrations in support of 
Ukraine’s European orientation and against President 
Yanukovych’s decision to scrap closer ties with the 
European Union continued. On January 5, about 10,000 
people gathered at Kyiv’s Independence Square – the 
Maidan – for the first major opposition rally of the new year.

The government’s violence against opposition activists 
also continued. As the Euro-Maidan entered its eighth 
week, former Internal Affairs Minister Yurii Lutsenko, a 
leader of the movement, was beaten the night of January 
10 during scuffles with the Berkut after the police brutally 
beat demonstrators that evening. Mr. Lutsenko suffered a 
concussion, head trauma and wounds that landed him in 
intensive care.

Things got worse later in January when Kyiv erupted in 
violent clashes between Euro-Maidan protesters and 
police after the Verkhovna Rada, in a controversial vote – 
conducted in a wholly illegal manner – on January 16 
passed a series of draconian laws curtailing freedoms of 
speech and assembly. What have been labeled the “dicta-
torship laws,” signed by President Yanukovych on January 
17, created the legal pretext for the government to launch 
a widely anticipated mass police operation to forcibly 
clear the Euro-Maidan territory in central Kyiv occupied 
by the opposition.

On January 19, young demonstrators led by the radical 
Pravyi Sektor group attempted to storm government 
buildings, and Hrushevsky street became the site of bat-
tles between protesters and Berkut forces. Berkut eventu-

ally began firing tear gas canisters and stun grenades to 
force the demonstrators away from their barricade. Many 
protesters began digging out cobblestones and flinging 
them at police, along with Molotov cocktails. The national-
ists were soon joined by soccer hooligans, also targeted by 
the January 17 laws, as well as Euro-Maidan activists. By 
midnight, at least half a dozen buses – placed by police to 
form a wider barricade against demonstrators – were 
thoroughly burnt. Berkut upped the ante against demon-
strators by spraying water from water cannons in their 
direction (amidst freezing temperatures) and firing rub-
ber bullets and live metal cartridges. The next night snip-
ers fired metal bullets at the protesters.

The result was at least five deaths and over 1,300 injured 
protesters, as well as more than 120 injured police. 

The Yanukovych government responded to the protests 
with a campaign of state terror in which activists were 
subjected to beatings, kidnappings, torture, shootings and 
murder carried out by the Berkut special forces. Overnight 
on January 19-20, the first kidnappings by Berkut forces 
were reported. The kidnappings and beatings escalated 
significantly the next few days. Civic activists Ihor 
Lutsenko and Yurii Verbytskyi were kidnapped on January 
21. Mr. Lutsenko surfaced a day later and reported being 
tortured, while Mr. Verbytskyi was found murdered. Auto-
Maidan leader Dmytro Bulatov disappeared on January 22 
and suffered eight days of beatings and torture before 
being left for dead in a forest. Two other activists, ethnic 
Armenian Serhii Nihoyan of the Dnipropetrovsk area and 
Belarusian citizen Mykhailo Zhyznevskyi of Bila Tserkva, 
were killed by sniper fire during battles on January 22, 

which happened to mark the Unity Day holiday in Ukraine. 
Opposition leaders responded by declaring on January 

22 that they would lead the formation of a People’s 
Council and People’s Election Commission as parallel 
structures to the Verkhovna Rada and the Central Election 
Commission. They also set an ultimatum to the govern-
ment to either hold pre-term elections or face an offensive 
strike. There was palpable fear of a forceful dispersal of 
the Maidan that evening, but more than 50,000 support-
ers responded – despite the frigid temperatures and fall-
ing snow – to the opposition’s call to protect the Maidan. 
Thus, the Maidan remained intact.

January 26 was a day of funerals for 21-year-old Mr. 
Nihoyan and 25-year-old Mr. Zhyznevskyi. Over 1,000 
people took part in Mr. Nihoyan’s funeral in the village of 
Bereznuvativka, Dnipropetrovsk Oblast. Radio Svoboda 
reported his father said, “Maidan must hold out. My son 
died for Ukraine.” Mr. Nihoyan’s parents had sought refuge 
in Ukraine from the violence over Nagorno-Karabakh 
shortly before their son was born. Mr. Nihoyan had served 
as one of the voluntary defenders of the Maidan since 
December. In Kyiv, thousands of Euro-Maidan activists and 
other Kyiv residents came to bid farewell to Mr. 
Zhyznevskyi, who had come to Ukraine about 10 years 
earlier from his native Belarus seeking refuge from perse-
cution. In Ukraine he was active in the nationalist UNA-
UNSO movement.

By January 29, President Yanukovych’s authoritarian rule 
was on the brink of collapse during that day’s parliamenta-
ry session, as deputies were ready to form a new majority 
and reinstate the 2004 constitutional amendments that 
would have brought back a parliamentary-presidential 
republic. Yet the Russian government – rattled by the prior 
day’s resignation of Prime Minister Mykola Azarov – 
renewed pressure on Ukrainian oligarchs and politicians to 
keep Mr. Yanukovych in power. That day it announced 
renewed trade barriers and freezes on the financial aid and 
natural gas discounts extended in mid-December 2013. Mr. 
Yanukovych rushed into Parliament, where he reportedly 
blackmailed members of his Party of Regions parliamen-
tary faction to approve his version of an amnesty bill that 
made possible a state of emergency in 15 days.

Our free-lance correspondent in Kyiv, Zenon Zawada 
reported that the political winds were slowly eroding Mr. 
Yanukovych’s support base, which was confirmed in an 
interview on Polish state radio on January 30 by former 
Polish President and EU diplomat Aleksander 
Kwasniewski. “I think the president’s urgent visit to the 
Rada occurred because he’s afraid that the majority is no 
longer on his side,” said Mr. Kwasniewski, who has spent 
more than a decade dealing with Mr. Yanukovych and 
Ukraine’s politicians. “He lost several dozen votes in the 
Party of Regions. He went to discipline them, frighten 
them, blackmail them, and that had an effect.”

Speaking on February 2 on Kyiv’s Independence 
Square, Vitali Klitschko told a crowd of some 50,000 that 
President Yanukovych’s resignation followed by elections 
was the only way out of the crisis. “Our proposition is the 

From Euro-Maidan 
to Revolution of Dignity

The scene on January 20 on Kyiv’s Hrushevsky Street, where violent clashes between the Berkut and protesters 
broke out on January 19 and were continuing.

Mourners at the funeral of Euro-Maidan activist Serhii Nihoyan in Bereznuvativka, Dnipropetrovsk Oblast, on 
January 26.
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return to the Constitution of 2004; division of powers 
among the president, Parliament and government; forma-
tion of a new Cabinet; and the most important thing for 
the resolution of these issues are early presidential and 
parliamentary elections,” Mr. Klitschko said. The UDAR 
party leader also demanded the unconditional release of 
all protesters arrested since late November 2013. 

Both Mr. Klitschko and another opposition leader, 
Arseniy Yatsenyuk, had attended the annual Munich 
Security Conference on February 1 and met with Western 
officials. Mr. Klitschko told protesters in Kyiv that he had 
requested “international mediation in our negotiations 
with Yanukovych.” Speaking at the Munich Security 
Conference, Mr. Klitschko said that the Ukrainian people 
had shown their will for political change despite violence 
against them, and he called on friends of Ukraine in the 
West to help Ukraine’s democratic movement succeed. At 
the conference Messrs. Klitschko and Yatsenyuk met with 
U.S. Secretary of State John Kerry, and European Council 
President Herman von Rompuy reiterated to conference 
participants that the EU association deal was still available 
to Ukraine. “We know time is on our side. The future of 
Ukraine belongs with the European Union,” he said. 

On February 4, the Verkhovna Rada concluded a ses-
sion without approving changes to the Constitution of 
Ukraine that would have curtailed the powers of the presi-
dent. Opposition lawmakers failed to get the necessary 
support to push through a motion to revert to an earlier 
version of the Constitution that limited presidential pow-
ers. The opposition would have needed support from at 
least 237 of the 447 national deputies in Parliament to 
push through the motion. 

Prior to the vote in the Rada, Oleksander Yefremov, the 
parliamentary leader of the ruling Party of Regions, 
sounded conciliatory. “This is a dead end, and I therefore 
suggest that we all forget the grievances, victories and 
defeats, our careers, and instead join efforts to work out 
the strategy of getting out of the current situation,” he 
said. But Mr. Yefremov also said Mr. Yanukovych had 
already made concessions by accepting the government’s 
resignation, as well as agreeing to rescind controversial 
anti-protest legislation and to a conditional amnesty for 
detained protesters. The opposition dismissed the moves 
as insufficient.

Mr. Klitschko met earlier that day with Mr. Yanukovych. 
Mr. Klitschko said he told the president “tempers are heat-
ing up” and urged him “to immediately make a decision.” 
Mr. Klitschko had told Parliament reform was needed to 
end the ongoing. “I’m convinced that if we don’t do that, 
then the society will explode, and we will see their anger 
on the street,” Mr. Klitschko said. “That’s why I’m calling 
on everybody – we should follow the civilized path, stop 
the dictatorship, return to the Constitution that makes 
Parliament deputies the decision-makers and not just 
those who press buttons.” 

February 9 was a day of yet another huge demonstra-
tion on the Maidan as over 50,000 people gathered to 
make their voices heard when President Yanukovych 

returned to Kyiv after private talks with Russian President 
Vladimir Putin held on the sidelines on the Sochi Winter 
Olympics’ opening ceremony. Mr. Klitschko called for 
urgent constitutional reform to reduce presidential pow-
ers. “Maidan is not just in the capital of Ukraine, Maidan 
has to be in every small city,” Mr. Klitschko added. “And if 
people say, ‘We don’t want to live by these rules,’ then this 

is one way to change the power 
and to put pressure on the 
president.” 

The European Union Council 
decided on February 10 that it 

would not satisfy the Euro-Maidan’s pleas 
for sanctions against Ukraine’s officials. “Applying 

sanctions against Ukraine would be incorrect now,” EU 
Commissioner Jose Manuel Barroso told the Reuters news 
agency in an interview published on February 12. “The 
priority should become creating the conditions for a 
peaceful resolution to the conflict. Now we are in such a 
phase that the priority is stability in the country and 
avoiding violence to begin a serious dialogue between the 
government and opposition. At the current phase, other 
measures could have a negative effect.” 

A violent dispersal of the Euro-Maidan grew increas-
ingly likely after the Procurator General’s Office of Ukraine 
announced on February 12 that it had closed its investiga-
tions into the November 30, 2013, violent dispersal of 
protesters that had ignited the nationwide revolts, dis-
missing the criminal charges. The dropped charges were 
intended as a signal from the Yanukovych administration 
to all state employees, particularly the police forces, that 
they’re protected from criminal charges when obeying 
unlawful government orders, said a statement released by 
the Batkivshchyna party.

The Procurator General’s Office based its decision on 
the amnesty law approved by Parliament on January 16 
that was supposed to free from criminal responsibility all 
those on both sides of the civil unrest between November 
21 and December 26, 2013. A second amnesty law passed 
by Parliament on January 29 was dubbed by the opposi-
tion and EU politicians as “the hostage bill” since it pro-
posed releasing imprisoned activists and dropping crimi-
nal charges in exchange for the Euro-Maidan protest ceas-
ing its activity. 

In preparation for a new wave of repressions, Euro-
Maidan Commander Andrii Parubii launched the Maidan 
Self-Defense (Samo-Oborona) organization, consisting of 
brigades (sotni) of 75 to 150 activists. About 12,000 were 
among its ranks already, he estimated. Brigades were 
formed of Afghan war veterans, nationalist organizations 
members of political parties and women. “The [Maidan] 
Self-Defense defends the rights and freedoms of citizens 
and the organized resistance to the current regime,” Mr. 
Parubii said on February 11 as he presented its founding 
mission statement. “We are going beyond the bounds of 
the barricades because the Maidan is all of Ukraine.” 
Among the Maidan Self-Defense’s tasks, he said, is to pre-
serve the sovereignty and unity of Ukraine, defend 
Ukraine’s European choice and resist the “acting criminal 
regime until its complete removal.”

Then, on February 18, Kyiv’s central district became a 
war zone after protest marches to the Parliament turned 
deadly, igniting at least three days of street battles 
between activists and law enforcement authorities, who 
attempted to liquidate the Maidan with gunfire and fire-
bombing.

Freedom House, in a statement released on February 18, 
condemned the violence and called on President 
Yanukovych to step down. “Legitimate democratic leaders 
do not order riot police to attack protesters asking for a 
more open government,” said Freedom House President 
David Kramer. “Yanukovych has forfeited his legitimacy and 
needs to step down. In the meantime, the United States and 
the European Union should immediately urge him to end 
the use of force. It is also vital for the United States and the 
EU to impose visa and financial sanctions, to speed mean-
ingful political change. Such a step is long overdue.” 

At least 105 civilians died in the Kyiv conflict between 
February 18 and 20, many of them by gunfire. The deadli-
est day was February 20, with more than 70 reportedly 
killed. More than 1,000 were injured. The Internal Affairs 
Ministry reported 10 dead law enforcement officers, killed 
by gunfire, and more than 445 injured. “This is no longer 
simply a revolution. It’s a war against brutes, fascists with 
their punitive detachments,” thundered Maidan master of 
ceremonies Yevhen Nyshchuk from the stage on the eve-
ning of February 19. 

The violence – unprecedented in independent 
Ukraine’s history – erased any progress towards a political 
compromise made during the weekend when protesters 
reluctantly freed several state buildings, including the Kyiv 
City Council. Instead, they retook those buildings and took 
control of new ones, setting up new headquarters in the 
Post Office and State Television and Radio Committee 
offices. Reacting to the violence in the capital, activists 
turned many of the nation’s oblast centers into battle 
zones on February 19 as they captured state buildings, 
including seven in Lviv.

The violence drew the first serious actions from 
Western leaders. The U.S. State Department declared visa 
bans on February 19 against nearly 20 leaders whom it 
identified as responsible for the violence. The next day, 
European Council President von Rompuy declared the EU 
was imposing both visa and financial sanctions against 
those Ukrainian leaders determined to be responsible for 
the excessive use of violence against Ukrainian citizens. He 
also called for immediate elections for a new Parliament 
and president.

His announcement came after exasperated EU diplo-
mats – including Polish Foreign Affairs Minister Radoslaw 
Sikorski, German Foreign Affairs Minister Frank-Walter 
Steinmeier and French Foreign Affairs Minister Laurent 
Fabius – spent more than four hours negotiating with 
President Yanukovych on the afternoon of February 20 as 
shooting and fighting continued throughout central Kyiv, 
only to leave with gloomy expressions and no comments 
for reporters.

The next day, things came to a head. Mr. Yanukovych 
and the opposition leaders, Mr. Klitschko, Oleh Tiahnybok 
and Mr. Yatsenyuk, signed an Agreement on the 
Settlement of Crisis in Ukraine. Negotiations on the agree-
ment were held with the participation of the aforemen-
tioned EU representatives and Vladimir Lukin, special 
envoy of the president of the Russian Federation. 
According to the agreement, within 48 hours after the 
signing of the agreement a special law that would restore 
the Ukrainian Constitution of 2004 had to be adopted by 
the Verkhovna Rada, signed by the president and made 
public. The parties also agreed on early presidential elec-
tions to be held immediately after the adoption of the new 
Constitution of Ukraine, but no later than December 2014. 

However, President Yanukovych and his entourage fled 
Ukraine, and Mr. Yanukovych renounced the agreement. 
The collapse of the Yanukovych administration ignited 
conflicts nationally as pro-Russian forces took over the 
Crimean Parliament and shot at Euro-Maidan activists in 
eastern cities. 

The Verkhovna Rada, which remained as the only legiti-
mate authority in Ukraine, then removed Mr. Yanukovych 
as president, announced the date of pre-term presidential 
elections as May 25, and assumed political responsibility 
for the situation in Ukraine. Oleksander Turchynov, who 
was elected Rada chair on February 22, also became the 
acting president of Ukraine.

A prime concern was the catastrophic condition of the 
economy left behind by Mr. Yanukovych and his cronies, 
who reportedly embezzled $70 billion offshore in their 
three years in power while bleeding the nation’s financial 
reserves dry. Interim officials warned of economic col-
lapse if the West didn’t offer aid. “The state treasury has 
been plundered and the country has been brought to 
bankruptcy,” Mr. Yatsenyuk told a February 24 meeting of 
state officials, three days before he was elected prime min-
ister to lead the the interim government that would serve 
until the next government was formed after the presiden-
tial elections. 

Upon his election as prime minister, Mr. Yatsenyuk 
declared it “the government of political kamikazes,” not-
ing, “We stand before inconceivable economic challenges 
and in order to conquer them I declare from this high tri-
bune: we don’t have any other way out besides making 
extremely unpopular decisions.”

On February 25 the Verkhovna Rada overwhelmingly 
backed a resolution saying Mr. Yanukovych, former 
Internal Affairs Minister Vitaliy Zakharchenko, former 
Procurator General Viktor Pshonka and others should be 
tried at the ICC for “crimes against humanity” committed 
during the brutal crackdown on anti-government protest-
ers. That same day marked the beginning of the presiden-
tial election campaign. 

Speaking at a news conference in the southern Russian 
city of Rostov-on-Don on February 28, the ousted Mr. 
Yanukovych stated: “The time has come for me to say that 
I intend to continue the fight for the future of Ukraine 
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against those who are trying, through terror and fear, to 
take charge over it.” He denied that he had been removed 
from power, maintaining that he had been forced to leave 
because of direct threats to his safety. “I was forced to 
leave Ukraine because of an immediate threat to my life 
and the life of my loved ones,” he claimed, vowing to 
return once he received guarantees of his safety.

Shortly after that, Russian Ambassador to the United 
Nations Vitaly Churkin said Ukraine’s ousted president 
had sent a letter to President Putin requesting that he use 
the Russian military to restore law and order in his coun-
try. Speaking at the U.N. Security Council’s March 3 emer-
gency meeting on the situation in Ukraine, he quoted from 
the letter dated March 1: “I would call on the president of 
Russia, Mr. Putin, asking him to use the armed forces of 
the Russian Federation to establish legitimacy, peace, law 
and order, stability and defending the people of Ukraine.” 
At that same emergency session, Ukraine’s U.N. 
Ambassador Yuriy Sergeyev said Russia had deployed 
some 16,000 additional troops to the region since the pre-
vious week. Russia had poured troops into Crimea, taking 
over practically all of Ukraine’s military facilities. 

Ukraine continued to press its case at the United 
Nations, as meeting after meeting of the Security Council 
was called. Ambassador Sergeyev said Russia was telling 
“bold-faced lies” as it continued toward its goal of taking 
over Crimea. Such lies included references to the Russian-
speaking population being threatened and its rights vio-
lated; the presence of anti-Semites and Nazis in the inter-
im government of Ukraine; and statements that referred 
to Russian self-defense forces, and not Russian military, as 
being on the ground in Ukraine. Russia, he explained, was 
employing “the combined scenarios of Ossetia and 
Abkhazia” in Ukraine. He said Russia has distributed 
Russian passports and citizenship to residents of Crimea 
and was claiming the right to come in to protect its citi-
zens. He also noted that, because Crimean Tatars and 
Ukrainians had said they would boycott the March 16 ref-
erendum on Crimea’s status, Russians and pro-Russian 
separatists would deliver a majority vote for Crimea to 
join the Russian Federation.

Soon thereafter, on March 6, European Council 
President von Rompuy announced the EU would sign the 
political portion of its Association Agreement with 
Ukraine before the presidential election, saving the free 
trade pact for afterwards. The Group of Seven told Russia 
on March 12 that it risked facing international action 
unless it stopped its moves toward the annexation of 
Crimea. And Ukraine, led by acting President Turchynov, 
was preparing for a Russian invasion of its mainland as its 
armed forces were activated into full combat readiness.

The day after the staged referendum on the Crimea 
seceding from Ukraine and joining the Russian Federation, 
on March 17, President Putin recognized Crimea as an 
independent state in defiance of the international commu-
nity’s insistence that it remain part of Ukraine. On March 
18 Mr. Putin and Crimean leaders signed treaties making 
Ukraine’s Crimea and the city of Sevastopol part of the 
Russian Federation. Mr. Putin said to a standing ovation 
that “in the hearts and minds of people, Crimea has always 
been and remains an inseparable part of Russia.” 

In Ukraine, the Verkhovna Rada adopted a statement on 
the guarantees of the rights of the Crimean Tatar people 
within Ukraine. The document also recognized Crimean 
Tatars as an indigenous people within Ukraine and recog-
nized the Mejlis and the Kurultai as governing bodies of the 
Crimean Tatar people. Crimean Tatars and others were 
reported to be leaving Crimea, and the Ukrainian mainland 
was making preparations to host the refugees.

Prime Minister Yatsenyuk joined the European Union 
leadership on March 21 in Brussels in signing the Ukraine-
EU Association Agreement, a historic event that marked 
Kyiv’s return to Western civilization. The agreement 
closed the door to Kyiv’s membership in the Eurasian 
Economic Union being launched by the Russian govern-
ment. Yet the signing was an anticlimactic event that drew 
little celebration in Ukraine given that it had required a 
violent overthrow of a dictatorial president and the death 
of more than 100 Euro-Maidan activists. The EU and 
Ukrainian leadership also deliberately played down the 
signing ceremony in light of the Russian invasion of 
Crimea that could lead to further unrest in the southeast-
ern oblasts of Ukraine. The Association Agreement was 
formally ratified by Ukraine and the European Parliament 
on September 16. The legislation gained 79 percent sup-
port among the national deputies in Kyiv and 77 percent 
in Strasbourg, France. “The readiness to give one’s life and 

die for your fatherland is considered to be very natural, 
but the Heavenly Brigade and 872 courageous Ukrainian 
soldiers died not only for Ukraine. They risked their heads 
so that we could take our dignified place in the family of 
European peoples,” said President Poroshenko, who had 
been elected on May 25. “Since World War II, no nation 
ever paid such a high price for the right to be Europeans.” 
One negative note was that the actual implementation of 
the Deep and Free Trade Area was postponed until 
January 1, 2016, as a result of Russia’s threat to launch a 
trade war against Ukraine.

On March 24, leaders from the G-7 suspended their 
participation in the G-8 with Russia – “until Russia chang-
es course” – and expressed support for the Ukrainian gov-
ernment. A strongly worded statement demanded that 
Russia “respect Ukraine’s territorial integrity and sover-
eignty, begin discussions with the government of Ukraine, 
and avail itself of offers of international mediation and 
monitoring to address any legitimate concerns.”

As Russian forces invaded Ukraine, RFE/RL reported on 
war on another front – in the sphere of information. 
Russian media and leading political figures were shrill in 
their denunciations of “fascists” in Kyiv and their claims of 
anti-Semitic incidents, of attacks on ethnic Russians in the 
eastern reaches of Ukraine and of floods of beleaguered 
refugees streaming across the border into Russia. RFE/RL’s 
Robert Coalson wrote on March 5: “But much of this infor-
mation is demonstrably false, emerging from unsourced 
media reports, then making its way into the statements of 
Russian politicians, and even into Western media reports. 
Events are echoing the 1997 U.S. film ‘Wag the Dog,’ in 
which spin-doctors use the media to whip up support for a 
nonexistent war. ‘This is how wars get started. As they say, 
“truth is the first casualty of war” and we are really seeing 
that with the way Russia is handling this,’ says Catherine 
Fitzpatrick, a writer and translator who has been live-blog-
ging events in Ukraine for Interpretermag.com. ‘I think 
they are really irresponsible. They are inciting a lot of 
hatred and whipping up a lot of panic. People in places like 
Kharkiv are watching Russian TV. They may be watching 
also local TV, but they are dependent on Russian TV and a 
lot of it is not checking out.’ ”

On April 10, Freedom House President Kramer 
weighed in: “Kremlin propaganda is trying to paint every-
thing that is happening in Ukraine as being caused by fas-
cists and extremists. I have not seen evidence of that. I do 
recognize that there are some parts of the opposition that 
are viewed as far-right, but I don’t see them playing a 
dominant role in the current political situation.” Speaking 
at a press conference in Kyiv, he also praised the actions of 
Right Sector and Svoboda leaders who, in his opinion, had 
made efforts to reach out to certain communities and dis-
pel the notion that they are anti-Semitic or anti-Russian. 
The expert said it was necessary to keep an eye on the 
actions of Right Sector and Svoboda activists, but it was 
more important to fight the Russian propaganda.

Meanwhile, NATO members on April 1 released a state-
ment in which they declared: “We, the foreign ministers of 
NATO, are united in our condemnation of Russia’s illegal 
military intervention in Ukraine and Russia’s violation of 

Ukraine’s sovereignty and territorial integrity. We do not 
recognize Russia’s illegal and illegitimate attempt to annex 
Crimea. We urge Russia to take immediate steps, as set out 
in the statement by the NATO-Ukraine Commission, to 
return to compliance with international law and its inter-
national obligations and responsibilities, and to engage 
immediately in a genuine dialogue towards a political and 
diplomatic solution that respects international law and 
Ukraine’s internationally recognized borders. …” The dec-
laration also said NATO and Ukraine would intensify their 
cooperation in the framework of the Distinctive 
Partnership and would implement immediate and longer-
term measures in order to strengthen Ukraine’s ability to 
provide for its own security.” At the same time, NATO said 
it was suspending “all practical civilian and military coop-
eration between NATO and Russia” but would continue 
political dialogue in the NATO-Russia Council.

As the pre-term presidential election approached, it 
became evident that Mr. Petro Poroshenko was favored to 
win. According to a poll released in late March by four of 
Ukraine’s leading polling firms, the chocolate king enjoyed 
a commanding lead over his top rival, former Prime 
Minister Yulia Tymoshenko. Almost 25 percent of eligible 
voters said they’d cast their ballots for Mr. Poroshenko 
compared to more than 8 percent for Ms. Tymoshenko. In 
a second-round runoff, he would earn 46 percent com-
pared to her 12 percent. Another contender, boxing leg-
end Vitali Klitschko, earned 9 percent in the poll. But he 
announced on March 29 that he was withdrawing his 
presidential candidacy to support Mr. Poroshenko, who in 
turn would support Mr. Klitschko’s candidacy in the Kyiv 
mayoral election, to be held the same day. “We are pledg-
ing to fulfill the politics of European reforms, which will 
ensure the guaranteed protection of human rights and 
freedom, rule of law, economic development, free enter-
prise, uprooting corruption and conducting a policy of 
social justice,” said a declaration of unity signed by Messrs. 
Poroshenko and Klitschko published on March 29 on Mr. 
Poroshenko’s Facebook page. 

On April 4, the Central Election Commission completed 
the registration of candidates for president of Ukraine. 
There were 23 of them, including seven nominated by polit-
ical parties and 16 independents. The candidates nominat-
ed by their parties were: People’s Movement of Ukraine 
leader Vasyl Kuibida, Communist Party leader Petro 
Symonenko, Batkivshchyna leader Ms. Tymoshenko, Civil 
Position Party leader Anatoliy Grytsenko, Svoboda leader 
Mr. Tiahnybok, Ukrainian People’s Party leader Oleksandr 
Klymenko and Radical Party leader Oleh Liashko.

The violence continued in Ukraine’s east as pro-Rus-
sian activists took control of state buildings in several cit-
ies in early April. In Donetsk they declared an indepen-
dent republic on April 7 and invited Russian soldiers to 
ensure a referendum on joining the Russian Federation, 
just as in Crimea three weeks earlier. Buildings were taken 
over also in such cities as Kharkiv, Luhansk and Mykolayiv. 
The Ukrainian government said the Russian government 
was responsible for inciting the violence. The Ukrainian 
government and media offered ample evidence that Mr. 
Putin had dispatched armed saboteurs to the Ukrainian 

Prime Minister Arseniy Yatsenyuk of Ukraine and European Council President Herman von Rompuy at the sign-
ing of the Association Agreement between Ukraine and the European Union on March 21 in Brussels.

Cabinet of Ministers of Ukraine
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mainland starting on April 12. As of April 17, 20 govern-
ment buildings in the Donetsk, Luhansk and Kharkiv 
oblasts were under rebel control. 

Mr. Putin denied the presence of his forces in Ukraine, 
just as he had with Crimea a month earlier. Yet that didn’t 
stop him from revealing his plans for Ukraine during an 
April 17 live TV broadcast. He indicated that, at a mini-
mum, he intended to separate the eight oblasts of south-
eastern Ukraine, a region that he dubbed “Novorossiya.” 
But he also hinted at the annexation of all of Ukraine, 
when he said that Ukraine and Russia were “part of a sin-
gle space” and “a single people.”

Also on April 17, a joint statement was released in 
Geneva to address the crisis in Ukraine. Signed by Ukraine, 
Russia, the United States and the European Union, it was a 
vaguely worded agreement to end the violence, de-escalate 
tensions and restore security. “All illegal armed groups 
must be disarmed; all illegally seized buildings must be 
returned to legitimate owners; all illegally occupied streets, 
squares and other public places in Ukrainian cities and 
towns must be vacated,” the statement said. It contained 
not a word about the removal of Russian forces from 
Ukraine’s territory or the preservation of Ukraine’s territo-
rial integrity, nor did it address the annexation of Crimea.

And the violence continued. Peaceful protesters who 
advocated the unity of Ukraine were savagely attacked in 
Donetsk on April 28. The pro-Ukraine mayor of Kharkiv, 
Hennadii Kernes, survived an assassination attempt that 
same day. In Odesa, street fights broke out on May 2 
between pro-Ukrainian and pro-Russian fighters and a 
blaze in the local trade unions building killed 31 of the pro-
Russian camp who had taken refuge there, attacking the 
pro-Ukrainians with firearms and Molotov cocktails. The 
Odesa street fights were provoked by about 200 pro-Rus-
sian provocateurs, who attacked more than 1,000 peaceful 
pro-Ukrainian protesters – many of them Chornomorets 
Odesa soccer fans – with bats, chains and guns, pravda.
com.ua reported. The pro-Russian forces swelled through-
out the day, unrestrained by local police as they engaged in 
violence. Meanwhile, in Sloviansk, which had been taken 
over by pro-Russian fighters, the Ukrainian government 
launched an anti-terrorist operation (ATO).

On May 11, a “referendum” on sovereignty was held in 
the Luhansk and Donetsk oblasts. Verkhovna Rada Chair 
and acting President Turchynov said on May 12 that only 
24 percent of residents of the Luhansk Oblast and 32 per-
cent in the Donetsk Oblast who had the right to vote had 
done so. Mr. Turchynov underlined that voting in many 
towns of the Luhansk and Donetsk oblasts was not held at 
all. Mr. Turchynov stressed that the “referendum” was a 
farce that violated law. “This farce can have only one conse-
quence: criminal responsibility for its organizers,” he 
added. RFE/RL cited ample evidence of ballot tampering 
and noted that voters were not even sure what they were 
voting for as the paper ballots asked if they support the 
“act of self-rule.” The “separatists” announced that the vote 
in the Donetsk Oblast was 89.07 for the Donetsk People’s 

Republic, while in the neighboring Luhansk region it was 
96 percent for that local republic. They claimed voter turn-
out was around 75 percent in each oblast.

Pro-Russian forces in Ukraine’s east attempted to derail 
the May 25 presidential vote, but they were successful 
only in the Donetsk and Luhansk regions. Armed fighters 
took over half of the 12 district election commissions 
(DEC) in the Luhansk Oblast, preventing their functioning, 
reported the Central Election Commission. In the Donetsk 
Oblast , they took over six of 22 DECs, with five under 
threat of being captured. Kidnappings occurred of DEC 
chairs in the Donetsk and Luhansk oblasts, where resi-
dents had been terrorized for weeks by armed pro-Rus-
sian separatists.

The presidential election was hailed by Western lead-
ers as successful, free and fair. Mr. Poroshenko was elected 
as Ukraine’s fifth president, earning nearly 55 percent of 
the vote – enough to avoid a run-off with Ms. Tymoshenko, 
who got 13 percent of the vote. She was trailed by Mr. 
Liashko (Radical Party), 8.32 percent; Mr. Grytsenko (Civil 
Position Party), 5.48 percent; Sergey Tigipko (self-nomi-
nated), 5.23 percent; Mykhailo Dobkin (Party of Regions), 
3.03 percent. Fifteen other candidates were on the ballot, 
barely registering support. Voter turnout was 60 percent, 
even with people in the Donbas being prevented from 
going to the polls. “This was the most important election 
in independent Ukraine’s history,” said a statement from 
the election-observing mission of the National Democratic 
Institute that was read at a May 26 press conference in 
Kyiv by its chair, Madeleine K. Albright. “By turning out to 
vote yesterday across the vast majority of the country, 
Ukrainians did more than elect a new president. They 
showed the world their commitment to sovereignty, unity 
and democracy.”

The Kyiv mayoralty was handily won by Mr. Klitschko 
with 56 percent of the vote, compared to 8 percent for the 
runner-up, 32-year-old Lesia Orobets, a national deputy. 

His UDAR party won 39 percent of the seats for the Kyiv 
City Council, compared to 7 percent for runner-up 
Samopomich, a party founded and led by Lviv Mayor 
Andrii Sadovyi.

Mr. Poroshenko was inaugurated as Ukraine’s fifth 
president on June 7 amidst unprecedented challenges for 
independent Ukraine that threatened its very existence. 
Inauguration day ceremonies drew 56 foreign delegations 
to Kyiv, including U.S. Vice-President Joe Biden, Canadian 
Prime Minister Stephen Harper and European Council 
President von Rompuy, as well as representatives of 
Ukraine’s political and business elite, including billion-
aires Rinat Akhmetov of Donetsk and Igor Kolomoisky of 
Dnipropetrovsk.

Drawing the most public acclaim was Mr. Poroshenko’s 
inauguration speech in the Verkhovna Rada in which he 
addressed Ukraine’s crisis with Russia and set the priori-
ties for the first year of his presidency, including concrete 
steps to resolve the war in Donbas. He outlined major pol-
icies: Ukraine won’t relinquish its claim to Russian-
occupied Crimea, Ukrainian will remain the single state 
language, he is ready to sign the free trade portion of the 
European Union Association Agreement. Mr. Poroshenko 
also spoke of his commitment to a parliamentary-presi-
dential republic and early parliamentary elections, 
amending the Constitution to accommodate government 
decentralization, but rejecting any federalization of the 
country, and rebuilding the army with the support of 
domestic industry, which he identified as his top priority.

Mr. Poroshenko directly addressed the residents of the 
Donbas in the Russian language, assuring them that the 
Ukrainian government wouldn’t abandon them in these 
difficult times. “With what will I, as president, come to you 
in the nearest future?” the president asked rhetorically. 
“With peace. With a draft of decentralizing power. With 
the guarantee of free use of the Russian language in your 
region. With the firm intention not to divide Ukrainians 
between those who are right and wrong.”

Just over a week after the inauguration, Ukraine 
observed a day of mourning for the 49 soldiers killed 
when pro-Russian separatists shot down a military trans-
port plane. President Poroshenko declared the day of 
mourning on June 15 and vowed a firm response against 
those who shot down the aircraft early on June 14 as it 
approached the airport in Luhansk. “Ukraine is in sorrow, 
but we strongly continue the struggle for peace.”

The new president on June 19 completed the formation 
of his new team when Parliament approved his nomina-
tions for three key posts: Pavlo Klimkin as foreign affairs 
minister, Vitalii Yarema as procurator general and Valeria 
Gontareva as National Bank of Ukraine chair. He also 
named new staff at the Presidential Administration.

In a June 21 address to the people of Ukraine, Mr. 
Poroshenko explained his peace plan, which included an 
immediate unilateral ceasefire to last one week. “These 
are decisive days that present a good chance for a peaceful 
settlement,” he said. The plan also included an “amnesty 
for those members of illegal armed formations who didn’t 
kill civilians or Ukrainian soldiers, who will lay down their 
weapons”; the release of all hostages; the opening of “a 
corridor for the escape of Russian mercenaries to their 
motherland,” but on one condition: “that they leave 
machine guns, tanks and armored vehicles here”; libera-
tion of administrative buildings in the Donetsk and 
Luhansk regions, and restoration of order and functioning 
of local authorities; and the beginning of political dialogue. 
He underscored that “the issue of the territorial integrity 
of Ukraine is not open to discussion,” although he prom-
ised decentralization of power, with Ukrainian regions 
gaining more rights and authority. The Donbas, he said 
would not be left to deal with its problems alone. “Not 
only Ukraine, but also the EU will come to help. We will 
help to restore the infrastructure destroyed by militants. 
At the cost of the state, we will restore housing destroyed 
during combat actions, we will restore workspaces. 
Donbas residents will have a place to return, to live and to 
work.”

President Poroshenko’s ATO had some success in early 
July when Ukraine’s armed forces liberated from pro-Rus-
sian terrorists their war-torn strongholds of Kramatorsk 
and Sloviansk in the Donetsk Oblast. The cities’ liberation 
involved the army and National Guard volunteers, the pres-
ident said in a July 5 televised address to the nation. That 
day, 10 soldiers were injured and none killed, largely 
because the terrorists willfully abandoned these cities and 
dispersed throughout the region, including the city of 
Donetsk. “This is the beginning of a breakthrough in the 

Petro Poroshenko and his wife, Maryna, cast their ballots on election day, May 25.

1st Lt. Nadiya Savchenko in a photo posted on July 10 
by RFE/RL.

Facebook/Petro Poroshenko

YouTube
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struggle with fighters for the territorial integrity of Ukraine 
and for a return to the normal life of Donbas, which is an 
inseparable part of our large, strong, European country,” he 
said. The success in retaking control of Kramatorsk and 
Sloviansk boosted the popularity of Mr. Poroshenko, who 
was under mounting criticism for acting slowly in the 
Donbas, prompting thousands to crowd Kyiv’s Maidan to 
protest his actions just a week before the victories.

By mid-year, the war’s toll was keenly felt by refugees 
from the war zone. There were now more than 46,000 
internally displaced persons – about 11,000 of them from 
Crimea. President Poroshenko ordered the creation of 
humanitarian corridors so civilians could flee areas worst 
hit by the conflict, and Prime Minister Arseniy Yatsenyuk 
instructed his government to create a nationwide data-
base of refugees to facilitate relief efforts. 

Among those most affected were the Crimean Tatars. 
Many had fled the Russian-occupied peninsula, while 
those who remained were subjected to a campaign of 
harassment and intimidation that included abductions, 
torture and killings. Crimean Tatar leader Mustafa 
Dzhemilev was barred from entering Crimean, and his son 
was arrested and taken to Russia, where he was accused 
of murder and weapons possession. The elder Mr. 
Dzhemilev was quoted on October 1 as saying “the 
Crimean Tatar nation is now in a most complicated and 
dangerous position since it has always spoken out against 
the illegal occupation [of Crimea by Russia].”

At the same time, the terrorists in Ukraine’s east were 
taking prisoners. 1st Lt. Nadiya Savchenko, 33, was cap-
tured on June 18 by Russian-backed forces in Ukraine’s 
Luhansk region and then illegally transferred in July to 
Russia. The Ukrainian pilot was charged with complicity 
in the deaths of two Russian journalists in eastern Ukraine 
– spurious charges that are nothing less than a bold-faced 
lie. After she was abducted – the Ukrainian officer says she 
was captured by pro-Russian forces, hooded and hand-
cuffed, and then smuggled across the border to Russia – 
Lt. Savchenko was jailed and subjected to a psychological 
examination at Moscow’s Serbsky Institute, notorious 
during the Soviet era for its treatment of dissidents, where 
she was held for a month. She remains in pre-trial deten-
tion. In the meantime, she was elected on October 26 to 
the Verkhovna Rada, running as No. 1 on the list of the 
Batkivshchyna Party, and she was chosen as one of the 12 
deputies representing Ukraine in the Parliamentary 
Assembly of the Council of Europe. Lt. Savchenko began a 
hunger strike on December 13 to protest her imprison-
ment and as the new year began, there was news that her 
health had begun to suffer. Her lawyers, who said they 
have ample evidence to prove her innocence, were work-
ing to secure her release as well as recognition that she is 
a prisoner of war being held illegally by Russia.

Another prisoner being held by Russia was Ukrainian 
film director Oleh Sentsov, who was detained in Crimea 
and accused of plotting terrorist attacks. The Lefortovo 
District Court’s spokeswoman said on July 7 that Mr. 
Sentsov’s pretrial detention had been prolonged. Mr. 
Sentsov and three other Ukrainian citizens were arrested 
in May on suspicion of planning terrorist attacks in 
Crimea’s major cities – Symferopol, Yalta and Sevastopol. 
In June the European Film Academy, the chairman of the 
Ukrainian Association of Cinematographers, Serhiy 
Trymbach, and prominent Russian film director Nikita 
Mikhalkov urged Russian President Vladimir Putin to 
assist in Mr. Sentsov’s release. At year’s end Mr. Sentsov 
was awaiting trial in Russia.

Among those who gave their lives while defending 
Ukraine was a native New Yorker, Mark (Markian) 
Paslawsky, 55, who grew up in New Jersey and graduated 
from West Point. He took Ukrainian citizenship in 2014 
and joined the Donbas battalion to fight the Russian-
backed forces in the Donetsk region. Known as Franko, he 
was killed in action on August 19. His funeral was held on 
August 26 at St. Nicholas Ukrainian Catholic Church at 
Askold’s Grave in Kyiv. Mr. Paslawsky was buried Askold’s 
Grave, becoming only the second Ukrainian to be accorded 
that honor. He was honored with a National Guard funeral, 
attended by members of his Donbas battalion, as well as 
family members who arrived from the United States, sev-
eral hundred friends and other mourners who simply 
wanted to pay their respects to a man they’d never met 
but admired from what they’d heard.

The eulogy was delivered by Patriarch Sviatoslav of the 
Ukrainian Greek-Catholic Church. “Mark was born in the 
U.S., which seems as the quietest and calm land on the earth 
today, where many of those who desire to save their skins 

flee and save their lives,” said the patriarch. “But that was 
not the striving of the heart of our brother Mark. He trav-
eled to Ukraine, became one of us here on our native land 
and had become our brother-in-arms in the struggle for a 
free and independent country. He became one of us even by 
citizenship, sacrificing the convenient U.S. citizenship in 
order to stand beside us in our present struggle.” Mr. 
Paslawsky attended St. John the Baptist Ukrainian Catholic 
School in Newark, N.J., and was a member of Plast Ukrainian 
Scouting Organization. Patriarch Sviatoslav said Plast mem-
bers all over the world were at the funeral in prayer and in 
spirit; some attended the services in their Plast uniforms.

As if the fighting in Ukraine’s east was not enough, in 
mid-July came reports that a Malaysia Airlines flight with 
298 passengers and crew aboard was downed in Ukraine, 
some 35 miles from the border with Russia. The Boeing 
777 was flying from Amsterdam to Kuala Lumpur. A 
Ukrainian Internal Affairs Ministry adviser, Anton 
Herashchenko, claimed the plane had been shot down by a 
ground-to-air missile. Both Ukrainian and Russian authori-
ties denied shooting down the Malaysian passenger air-
craft. President Poroshenko called the July 17 incident a 
terrorist act, and a statement on the presidential website 
noted: “…In recent days, this has become the third tragic 
accident following AN-26 and SU-25 aircrafts of the 
Ukrainian armed forces downed from the Russian territory. 
We do not exclude that this aircraft was also attacked and 
emphasize that the armed forces of Ukraine have not taken 
any actions to strike targets in the air. …All possible search-
and-rescue operations are being carried out. President 
Poroshenko addressed the Cabinet of Ministers of Ukraine 
to set up an Emergency State Commission for the thorough 
investigation of this tragedy. The president has invited the 
ICAO [International Civil Aviation Organization] and other 
international experts including Dutch and Malaysian repre-
sentatives to join the investigation efforts. …” 

U.S. intelligence officials said on July 22 that they 
believe pro-Russian rebels probably shot down the 

Malaysia airliner over eastern Ukraine “by mistake.” 
According to RFE/RL, they said the passenger jet was like-
ly downed by an SA-11 surface-to-air missile fire by the 
rebels. While saying there was no direct link so far to the 
Kremlin, the officials said Russia had “created the condi-
tions” for the downing of the plane. Search and retrieval 
operations at the crash site were hampered by the ongo-
ing war in Ukraine’s east. In November, Dutch authorities 
said recovery workers in the rebel-controlled region had 
begun to collect debris from the crash. The operation was 
being carried out under the supervision of Dutch investi-
gators and officials from the Organization for Security and 
Cooperation in Europe (OSCE). Debris was first collected 
at a location near the crash site before being taken to 
Kharkiv and then to the Netherlands, as most of those 
killed were Dutch.

Back in Kyiv, the Cabinet of Ministers resigned and the 
majority coalition in the Verkhovna Rada collapsed on July 
24. Prime Minister Yatsenyuk blamed the government’s col-
lapse on the failure of Parliament’s pro-EU factions to sup-
port emergency measures to finance the state budget and 
conduct serious natural gas reforms. Earlier that day, the 
UDAR and the Svoboda parties declared they were aban-
doning the parliamentary coalition. Mr. Yatsenyuk said, “It’s 
unacceptable that the coalition has collapsed, that bills 
haven’t been voted on and there’s nothing to pay soldiers, 
police, doctors, fill up APCs, the decision hasn’t been made 
to fill Ukrainian natural gas tanks survive the winter and to 
free ourselves from dependence on Russian gas.” He added: 
“When one coalition falls apart, the prime minister begins 
the procedure of forming a new coalition, which means that 
he is supposed to take the Communists and Party of 
Regions. I won’t do that any under any circumstances. The 
second, if there isn’t a new coalition and the current one col-
lapsed, requires the government and prime minister to 
resign. I declare my resignation in relation to the collapse of 
the coalition and blocking of government initiatives.” 

Also that week, the parliamentary faction of the 
Communist Party of Ukraine (CPU) was liquidated as part 
of a broader campaign to outlaw the party after ample evi-
dence surfaced that it had cooperated with the Russian 
government in its annexation of Crimea and the war in the 
Donbas. A parliamentary majority of 232 national depu-
ties voted on July 22 to approve legislation that created a 
membership quota for factions and provided for their liq-
uidation if the quota was not met. The new rule directly 
applied to the Communist faction, which had been hemor-
rhaging national deputies since the Russian invasion 
began in March. “Its deputies have run away from it, peo-
ple in the country have turned their backs on them,” 
National Deputy Viacheslav Kyrylenko, the bill’s sponsor, 
told the Rada. “That’s why we’re now simply required to 
fulfill this formality and give the parliamentary head the 
ability to simply introduce regulatory order.” President 
Poroshenko signed the bill the same day, and it became 
law on July 24, when it was published in the Parliament’s 
newspaper, enabling Verkhovna Rada Chair Turchynov to 

Mark Paslawsky, “Franko,” who was killed in action in 
eastern Ukraine on August 19.

RFE/RL via Facebook/Anton Gerashchenko
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Petro Poroshenko takes the oath of office as Ukraine’s president on June 7.
Vladimir Gontar/UNIAN
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declare the CPU faction’s liquidation from the seventh con-
vocation that morning. “It is a historic event,” he said. “I 
hope that there won’t be any Communist factions in the 
Ukrainian Parliament anymore.” 

Then, a week later, the Verkhovna Rada voted to 
approve amendments to the budget and tax code that it 
had rejected earier, and it refused to accept the resigna-
tion of Prime Minister Yatsenyuk. Mr. Yatsenyuk pushed to 
get Ukrainian citizens to foot a larger bill for the armed 
forces and the reconstruction of ruined infrastructure in 
the Donbas region. In particular, he targeted the biggest 
businessmen. As a result of the July 31 legislation, Mr. 
Yatsenyuk would be able to secure the next loan package 
of $1 billion from the International Monetary Fund and 
$500 million from the World Bank, expected to be issued 
in late August. Mr. Yatsenyuk and his Cabinet were to 
remain in their posts until after pre-term parliamentary 
elections were held.

Also in late July, the European Union and the United 
States unveiled their toughest measures yet against Russia 
over its support for separatists fighting government forces 
in eastern Ukraine. European Council President von 
Rompuy said the measures will restrict access to EU capi-
tal markets for Russian state-owned banks, impose an 
embargo on trade in arms, and restrict exports of dual-use 
goods and sensitive technologies, particularly in the field 
of the oil sector. The U.S. Treasury Department added 
three banks to a list of sectoral sanctions and sanctioned 
one shipbuilding company in response to Russia’s actions 
in Ukraine. The EU on July 29, and again on September 8, 
November 27 and December 18, added the names of more 
individuals and entities to a growing list of those subject 
to sanctions over the Ukraine crisis. By year’s end, the 
European Union’s lists of sanctions had expanded to over 
120 individuals and some 30 entities. 

The sanctions were upped due to Russia’s role in the 
conflict in Ukraine and the holding of illegitimate elections 

in the Donetsk and Luhansk oblasts on November 2. 
President Poroshenko, it should be noted, depicted those 
elections as “a farce at gunpoint” organized by “terrorist 
organizations” and underscored that they were not an 
expression of the people’s will. Nonetheless, the newly 
“elected” leaders of the Donetsk and Luhansk “people’s 
republics” (DNR and LNR) were sworn into office.

Before those “elections” were held, President 
Poroshenko had travelled to Minsk on August 26 for the 
trilateral summit that included leaders of Ukraine, the 
European Union and the Eurasian troika (Russia, Belarus 
and Kazakhstan). The meeting participants discussed how 
to end the war, a new natural gas agreement and the 
remaining issues surrounding the Ukraine-EU Association 
Agreement.  The players reached only minor arrange-
ments, which consisted of consultations between the 
Ukrainian and Russian joint chiefs of staff and border 
agencies to address the war, activating the work of a trilat-
eral contact group to produce a road map for peace and 
renewing gas talks. 

Mr. Poroshenko also met one-on-one with Mr. Putin. The 
two failed to agree to de-escalate the Donbas war or even 
seriously discuss a ceasefire. Mr. Poroshenko reminded Mr. 
Putin of the need to release all hostages, as well as to close 
the border to transfers of arms and military hardware from 
Russia. These demands fell on deaf ears. While he shook 
hands with Mr. Poroshenko with one hand, Mr. Putin was 
escalating the armed fighting with the other as the Russian 
forces accelerated the delivery of military hardware, arms 
and fighters, according to the press service of the Ukrainian 
government’s ATO. Those reports were confirmed by the 
U.S. government. “The new columns of Russian tanks and 
heavy armaments that are crossing Ukraine’s border are 
evidence that a direct counteroffensive has already begun,” 
tweeted U.S. Ambassador to Ukraine Geoffrey Pyatt on 
August 26, during the Minsk summit. 

On September 5, agreement on a second ceasefire for 
Ukraine’s east was reached in Minsk between former 
President Leonid Kuchma, representing the Ukrainian gov-
ernment, and the self-proclaimed leaders of the Donetsk 
and Luhansk “people’s republics.” Among its 12 points 
were ceasing warfare, exchanging hostages and withdraw-
ing Russian soldiers and hardware. The Russians nonethe-
less continued their offensive, reportedly shelling the out-
skirts of Mariupol with mortar fire, shooting up the 
Donetsk airport under Ukrainian control and evacuating a 
village outside of Debaltseve in the Donetsk region in prep-
aration for an attack on the town, our Kyiv correspondent 
reported in The Weekly’s September 14 issue. In that same 
issue, a report from the Eurasia Daily Monitor headlined 
“Mariupol says no to Novorossiya” noted the failure of Mr. 
Putin’s Novorossiya project to attract popular support in 
southeastern Ukraine. Another RFE/RL report, dated 
October 8, noted that there is not even the pretense of hon-
oring the truce that was supposed to pave the way for end-
ing the conflict, as night after night, “separatists near the 
airport shell army positions inside the airport perimeter, 
and the soldiers respond with fire of their own.”

There was some good news in the realm of education, 
as President Poroshenko on July 31 signed into law the bill 

“On Higher Education” passed by the Verkhovna Rada on 
July 1. The legislation was described by political observers 
as the first comprehensive, structural reform to be 
achieved since the Euro-Maidan movement. Among the 
legislation’s biggest changes were provisions to involve 
universities in autonomously recognizing foreign diplomas 
and degrees (without ministry involvement); remove bar-
riers for foreign professors, university faculty and students 
electing their rectors; and enhance university autonomy in 
managing finances. The reforms draw Ukrainian higher 
education closer to European principles and standards, 
said Marta Farion, the president of the Kyiv-Mohyla 
Foundation of America. She particularly credited the “per-
severance and drive” of current Education and Science 
Minister Serhiy Kvit (previously president of the National 
University of Kyiv-Mohyla Academy), National Technical 
University of Kyiv Polytechnic Institute Rector Mykhailo 
Zhurovskyi and Parliamentary Committee on Education 
and Science Chair Lilia Hrynevych, who is also the deputy 
chair of the Batkivshchyna party. “These are changes that 
will affect generations to come. The law makes it possible 
to separate politics from education and to integrate higher 
education with the world’s academic and research com-
munity, making it possible for Ukrainian universities to 
comply with ranking standards on an international level,” 
said Ms. Farion.

Other notable developments of 2014 in the Verkhovna 
Rada included the passage of the bill on lustration on 
September 16 and the first anti-corruption bills on 
October 7. 

And, the president, in his first major press conference, 
on September 25 assured the public that he genuinely 
wants reform. “I am certain we need to not simply walk, 
but run on the path to complicated, tectonic changes. The 
Ukrainian government and I, the Ukrainian president, cer-
tainly have the political will,” he stated, while noting that 
these changes would not be pursued until after the pre-
term parliamentary elections.

On August 27, President Poroshenko had signed a 
decree dismissing the Verkhovna Rada and setting early 
parliamentary elections for October 26. The election cam-
paign began immediately. Mr. Poroshenko wasted no time 
in organizing a congress on August 27 for his Solidarnist 
party, which had been an empty shell since it was regis-
tered in 2000. The congress voted to rename the party the 
Petro Poroshenko Bloc, enabling voters to better recog-
nize the pro-presidential party on their voting ballots. 
Yurii Lutsenko, the former internal affairs minister who 
became a political prisoner under the Yanukovych admin-
istration, was elected the head of the Poroshenko Bloc.

The parliamentary elections would mark a turning 
point in Ukraine’s history: for the first time ever, pro-West-
ern parties collectively gained more votes in the south-
eastern oblasts, with the exception of Kharkiv and partial-
ly occupied Donetsk and Luhansk. And for the first time in 
independent Ukraine, the Communist Party would not be 
represented in the Verkhovna Rada. “Colossal changes 
have occurred in the consciousness of Ukrainians,” com-
mented Olexiy Haran, a political science professor at the 
National University of Kyiv Mohyla Academy.
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OSCE monitors accompany experts to the site where the cockpit of Malaysia Airlines Flight 17 was found after the 
plane was downed on July 17.

OSCE/Evgeniy Maloletka

The semantics of invasion
Excerpts from The Ukrainian Weekly’s editorial of 

September 7, 2014.

…world leaders refuse to call the invasion of 
Ukraine by Russian forces an invasion. It’s been called 
“aggression,” a “deployment,” an “attack,” an “incur-
sion.” …

Thankfully, there are those who do see the reality. 
Republican Sens. John McCain of Arizona and Lindsey 
Graham of South Carolina said in a joint statement: 
“Russia’s ongoing aggression in Ukraine can only be 
called one thing: a cross-border military invasion. To 
claim it is anything other than that is to inhabit 
President Putin’s Orwellian universe.” Democratic Sen. 
Robert Menendez of New Jersey likewise did not mince 
words. Appearing on CNN from Kyiv on August 31, he 
said what we are seeing is “clearly an invasion”; he was 
quoted by various news sources as saying the U.S. 
should supply arms to Ukraine’s military to defend the 
country and toughen sanctions against Russia. …

Thus, it was most distressing to hear President 
Barack Obama’s August 28 description of the violence 
in Ukraine’s east. Though he was right in saying “Russia 
is responsible for the violence in eastern Ukraine. The 
violence is encouraged by Russia. The separatists are 
trained by Russia. They are armed by Russia. They are 
funded by Russia,” when pressed by a reporter on 
whether the most recent escalation was an invasion, he 
ducked: “I think in part because of the progress that you 
had seen by the Ukrainians around Donetsk and 
Luhansk [a reference to the Ukrainian forces’ recent 
success in the anti-terrorist operation], Russia deter-
mined that it had to be a little more overt in what it had 
already been doing. But it’s not really a shift.”

… the U.S. and the West, including NATO (which is 
holding its summit in Wales as these words are being 
written), must take a stronger stand against Russia’s 
invasion of Ukraine and its absolute disregard for 
international agreements and norms of behavior. As 
The Washington Post noted in yet another excellent 
editorial on Ukraine: “Intentionally or not, the White 
House and NATO are sending Mr. Putin the message 
that Ukraine can be sacrificed. …Russia’s aggression in 
Ukraine poses a critical test to the Western alliance, 
and the war there is at a tipping point. The response 
cannot be to cede Ukraine while trying to dissuade Mr. 
Putin from further conquests.” 
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On the negative side, voter turnout reached a historic 
low of 52.4 percent. Meanwhile, the Russian occupation of 
Ukraine prevented elections from being held in Crimea, as 
well as in 56 percent of the districts in the Donetsk region 
and 70 percent of the districts in the Luhansk region.

Prime Minister Yatsenyuk emerged as the winner of the 
October 26 early parliamentary elections, leading his 
People’s Front party to an unexpected first-place finish 
(22.2 percent) that observers said will serve as a counter-
balance to the ambitions of President Poroshenko, whose 
party finished a close second (218 percent). Self Reliance 
(11 percent), the Radical Party (7.4 percent) and 
Batkivshchyna (5.7 percent) completed the group of five 
parties, which are committed to Ukraine’s integration into 
the European Union, that qualified for Parliament. A sixth 
party that qualified for Parliament, the Opposition Bloc – a 
collection of former Party of Regions members and east-
ern Ukrainian oligarchs – pulled off one of the elections’ 
surprises, coming in with an unexpectedly strong 9.4 per-
cent result.

On November 27, the national deputies elected in late 
October formed the parliamentary majority; five days 
later, they voted to approve the new Cabinet of Ministers. 
Prime Minister Yatsenyuk was re-elected to his post, as 
were Foreign Affairs Minister Klimkin and Defense 
Minister Stepan Poltorak. Volodymyr Hroisman, 36, was 
elected as chair of the Parliament that same day, repre-
senting the Petro Poroshenko Bloc. The vote on the new 
Cabinet on December 2 was controversial as deputies 
voted for the entire list of candidates rather than separate-
ly for each minister. 

Also controversial was the creation of a new ministry, 
the Information Policy Ministry, which drew fierce criti-
cism from journalists and others who foresaw that it could 
be used to censor media or require registration of Internet 
news sites. Minister Yuriy Stets tried to reassure critics by 
stating that the new ministry will address the govern-
ment’s information needs related to the Donbas war – 
particularly after failures this year – by working with the 
mass media and educational institutions. It will develop 
and implement a program of positioning Ukraine in the 
world, as well as a strategy of protecting Ukraine’s infor-
mation space from foreign information influences, he said.

The new Cabinet was notable also for the fact that it 
included three foreigners: Finance Minister Natalie 
Jaresko, a Ukrainian American; Economy Minister Aivaras 
Abromavicius of Lithuania; and Health Minister Aleksandr 
Kvitashvili of Georgia. All three were granted Ukrainian 
citizenship and then approved by Parliament.

The Verkhovna Rada voted on December 23, to aban-
don the country’s neutral “non-bloc” status and set a 
course for NATO membership. President Poroshenko 
signed the bill on December 29. To be sure, NATO mem-
bership is not something that will happen quickly, since 
certain standards must be met by prospective members of 
the alliance. Mr. Poroshenko himself predicted that those 
standards could be met “within five-six years in the frame-
work of Strategy 2020.” The amendment to Ukraine’s law 
on domestic and foreign policy, which was proposed by 
President Poroshenko, passed easily, receiving 303 votes 
in favor. It stated that the previous version of the law pro-

viding for “non-bloc” status and adopted under the 
Yanukovych administration had made Ukraine vulnerable 
to “external aggression and pressure.”

More than 4,700 people were killed in the eastern 
regions of Ukraine since April – more than 1,300 of them 
after the so-called ceasefire was declared in September in 
Minsk. Plus, according to the OSCE, violations of the cease-
fire continued on a daily basis. And then there were those 
“humanitarian” convoys: 10 such convoys illegally entered 
Ukrainian territory from Russia during 2014. Meanwhile, 
Crimea became a veritable Russian military base. The 
Ukraine Crisis Media Center reported that nearly 40,000 
troops, 43 battleships, and dozens of missile launchers 
and fighter jets deployed to the Ukrainian peninsula now 
threatened the security of the entire European region. 

Predictably, Ukraine’s move renouncing its neutrality 
was immediately characterized by Russia as “unfriendly.” 
The stone-faced Russian Foreign Affairs Minister Sergei 
Lavrov called the step “counterproductive” and one that 
would result in increased tensions. Russian Prime 
Minister Dmitry Medvedev warned that Ukraine’s rejec-
tion of neutrality and the Ukrainian Freedom Support Act 
of 2014 signed by President Barack Obama “will both 
have very negative consequences” and “our country will 
have to respond to them.”

But President Poroshenko told foreign ambassadors in 
Kyiv on the day before the Verkhovna Rada’s vote that 
“Ukraine’s fight for its independence, territorial integrity 
and sovereignty has turned into a decisive factor in our 
relations with the world.” And, former Ukrainian Prime 
Minister Yulia Tymoshenko said the bill was “about our 
place in Western civilization.” 

Diaspora Ukrainians around the globe mobilized in 
2014 to support Ukraine in myriad ways – from 
protesting in front of government buildings, to 

sending medical supplies to Ukrainian troops and partici-
pating in roundtable discussions on the conflict in 
Ukraine. It was a busy year to be Ukrainian. 

In early February, the Munich Security Conference took 
place with Ukrainian opposition leaders Vitali Klitschko 
and Arseniy Yatsenyuk in attendance and meeting with 
Western leaders. About 500 Ukrainians and their support-
ers from various cities in Germany gathered on February 1 
in support of Ukraine’s Maidan movement at the 
Sendlinger Tor (Gate) in downtown Munich. This was one 
of many demonstrations held that winter across 
Ukrainian diaspora communities.

Later that month, on February 27, in honor of the 200th 
anniversary of Ukrainian poet Taras Shevchenko’s birth, 
the Ukrainian World Congress (UWC) and the World 
Federation of Ukrainian Women’s Organizations (WFUWO) 
presented a program to bring attention to Shevchenko’s 
efforts in defense of the Ukrainian language, as well as to 
champion human rights for Ukrainian people at the annual 
International Mother Language Day at the United Nations. 
One of the key organizers of the event, Dr. Martha Kebalo, 
explained, “While the reason for the recognition of Mother 
Language Day is close to our hearts, this is the first year 
Ukrainians [were] the organizers of such an event at the 
United Nations. We know that there is much interest in our 
program and that the U.N. Secretary General Ban Ki-moon 
is keenly aware of events in Ukraine, as is the United 
Nations press corps.” According to her, this event was a 
good opportunity to place the long history of the Ukrainian 
struggle for democracy and the dignity of the Ukrainian 
language in context. International Mother Language Day 
was established in 1999 to promote awareness of linguistic 
and cultural diversity and multiculturalism. 

Also in 2014, Plast Ukrainian Scouting Organization 
proudly reported that it now has a new scout group in 
Sweden. Ukrainian immigrants in Sweden eagerly gath-
ered to mark the first meeting of the group on April 12, 
where the young members took the Plast oath and 
received their scout neckerchiefs. The idea to bring 
together Ukrainians living in Stockholm came from Motria 
Jaremko, a Plast member from the United States, who is 
currently living in Sweden with her family. 

The Ukrainian World Congress also had quite a busy 
year. On May 26, it released a statement on its preliminary 
observations of the presidential elections in Ukraine. It 
reported that international standards for conduct of dem-
ocratic elections had been met. The UWC International 
Election Observation Mission’s 236 observers traveled to 
Ukraine from 22 countries. They monitored the vote in 
over 1,700 electoral precincts in 39 Ukrainian cities. The 
conclusions of the UWC mission were based upon direct 
observations by its short-term observers and meetings 
held with officials from state institutions, representatives 

President Petro Poroshenko holds up a copy of the Ukraine-EU Association Agreement after it was ratified by the 
Verkhovna Rada on September 16.

Some 500 Ukrainians from various cities in Germany gather in support of Ukraine’s Maidan movement at 
Sendlinger Tor (Gate) in downtown Munich on February 1, as the Munich Security Conference was taking place.

Official Website of Ukraine’s President

Bohdan Komarynskyj

Worldwide diaspora  
focused on Ukraine
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of political parties, the media, civil society and the interna-
tional community. According to the UWC report, although 
there were minor infractions and shortcomings, they did 
not impact the election results. The government of 
Ukraine made an effort to ensure that the May 25 elec-
tions would be transparent and conducted on the highest 
level, the UWC stated.

A few months later, the director of humanitarian mis-
sions at the UWC, Ulana Suprun, spent a week coordinating 
combat medical training at a Ukrainian fighter base in the 
Dnipropetrovsk Oblast as part of the Patriot Defence 
Program launched in early May. This initiative provides 
Ukrainian soldiers and fighters with improved First Aid Kits 
and Combat Lifesaver Training that the Ukrainian military 
didn’t provide. With the Ukrainian government practically 
bankrupt after the corruption of the administration of for-
mer President Viktor Yanukovych, Ukraine’s armed forces 
were in catastrophic shape and found themselves unpre-
pared for a Russian military invasion in March. Soldiers 
lacked the basic necessities for fighting a war, such as night-
vision scopes, bulletproof vests, helmets, tents, sleeping 
bags, shovels, flashlights, boots and even camouflage cloth-
ing. Other organizations, including the Organization for the 
Defense of Four Freedoms for Ukraine (ODFFU), the United 
Ukrainian American Relief Committee (UUARC) and many 
smaller groups, as well as individual donors also raised 
money for medical supplies for Ukraine. 

In July, the Weekly featured a story about the inspiring 
Niepubliczna Szkola Podstawowa in Mokre, Poland, where 
students attending kindergarten through sixth grade 
receive curricular instruction in both Polish and Ukrainian. 
The heart and soul of this multicultural school is the Rev. 
Julian Felenczak, who hails from the village of Bortne in 
Gorlice County of the Lemko region. The school population 
consists of 30 Polish, 30 Ukrainian and 30 mixed Polish-
Ukrainian students. Although the study of Ukrainian is 
optional, at least 50 percent of the students from Polish 
families elect to study it. The school is working to raise 
funds to maintain the school facilities and continue to culti-
vate multicultural education in southeast Poland.

Also noteworthy this summer was the WFUWO’s sup-
port of the United Nations campaign against human traf-
ficking. In an effort to increase awareness of this issue, the 
United Nations designated July 30 as the first World Day 
against Trafficking in Persons, promoting the message of 
the Blue Heart Campaign International. The goal of this 
multi-year awareness campaign is to stop the trafficking 
of millions of women, men and children victims – a form 
of modern slavery – by encouraging people to take action 
to prevent this crime. 

The WFUWO has been a partner of the Blue Heart 
Campaign since its inception in 2008. In promoting the 
Blue Heart Campaign, the WFUWO joined forces with 
Canadian Member of Parliament Joy Smith, the award-
winning journalist Victor Malarek and Rachel Durschlag, 
the executive director of Chicago Alliance Against Sexual 
Exploitation. Human trafficking is a global problem, and in 
Ukraine it remains particularly acute. Despite significant 
efforts on the part of the Ukrainian government to elimi-
nate human trafficking, according to a 2013 report pro-

duced by the research institute CARIM-East and financed 
by the European Union, Ukraine does not yet fully corre-
spond to even minimum world standards in this field. 

On July 10-12, the WFUWO’s annual meeting, held this 
time in Paris, was attended by 35 delegates and guests 
representing eight countries. WFUWO President Orysia 
Sushko presented a detailed report of the past year’s 
activities, which was accepted and received with enthusi-
asm. During the formal portion of the meeting, two new 
organizations submitted their intention to become mem-
bers of the WFUWO and were approved: Ukrainians of the 
Netherlands and Ukraine Plus from Italy. As a result, the 
WFUWO now consists of 29 organizations from 18 coun-
tries. Established in 1948 in Philadelphia, the WFUWO 
represents a spectrum of women’s organizations pursuing 
civic, religious, cultural, educational, immigration and 
humanitarian goals. 

Also in July, Dr. Sofia Fedyna, president of the World 
Federation of Ukrainian Lemko Unions (SFULO), held a 
lecture in Passaic, N.J., on “Ukraine after the Maidan” and 
“The Lemko Region in the Global Context.” Dr. Fedyna, an 
assistant professor of international relations and diplo-
matic service at Lviv’s Ivan Franko University, took an 
active part in the protests in Lviv. Her lecture, attended by 
approximately 100 people, was held within the frame-
work of the new “Lemko Coffee Talk” series organized by 
the Organization for the Defense of Lemkivshchyna. Dr. 
Fedyna called on all Lemkos to come together during this 
critical time in Ukraine’s history. She told her audience, 
“Right now, the most important place from where our 
roots cannot be torn, is in our hearts. And around our-
selves we can build up our culture and our traditions, 
while at the same time enriching each country where we 
live. In Canada and the United States, you know what is 
meant by the statement ‘we are rich in our diversity.’ ”

On August 24, Ukrainians worldwide celebrated and 
commemorated Ukrainian Independence Day – even in 
Hong Kong. A short new item submitted to The Weekly 
reported that about 30 people living or working in Hong 
Kong (many of whom are from Ukraine) celebrated the 
event with a Ukrainian shashlyk-inspired Hong Kong-style 
barbecue. The evening included singing and entertain-
ment and a local fund-raising effort for supplies for the 
Ukrainian armed forces.

This fall, Russia’s role in the ongoing crisis in Ukraine took 
center stage in Brisbane Australia, at the summit of the 
Group of 20 (G-20), even though it was not a topic on the 
official agenda. On November 15-16, during the meeting of 
the world’s largest economies – 19 countries plus the 
European Union – Canada’s Prime Minister Harper was 
quoted by Canadian media as saying to Russian President 
Vladimir Putin, “Well, I guess I’ll shake your hand, but I only 
have one thing to say to you: you need to get out of Ukraine.” 

Ukrainian Australians and their supporters, who held a 
“Protest Against Putin” at King George Square outside 
Brisbane City Hall on November 15, underlined this mes-
sage. The president of the Australian Federation of 
Ukrainian Organizations, Stefan Romaniw, said, “We say to 
Putin: we democratic Australians are disgusted by your 
presence in Australia. We condemn your tyrant terrorism – 
be it your invasions of smaller countries, your responsibili-
ty for those who destroyed MH17 and took Australian lives, 

your provocative naval activity and your disregard for 
human rights.” In the aftermath of the summit in Brisbane, 
Mr. Romaniw called on G-20 leaders to match their strong 
anti-Putin rhetoric with strong anti-Putin action by provid-
ing military assistance for Ukraine’s self-defense. 
“Ukraine’s fight is the world’s fight – and the world needs 
to invest in defending itself from Putin’s neo-imperial 
ambitions and aggression,” Mr. Romaniw stated.

Also in November, the United Nations NGO Committee 
on the Status of Women (CSW) in Geneva hosted an NGO 
Forum that immediately preceded the United Nation’s 
Economic Commission of Europe (ECE) conference. Close 
to 700 representatives of 350 non-governmental organiza-
tions from 56 countries of the ECE region convened for the 
NGO Forum to assess the progress made in implementing 
the promises made to the women of the world in the 
Beijing Platform for Action 1995, as it nears its 20-year 
mark. Ukraine and many countries that are home to the 
Ukrainian diaspora are included in the region embraced by 
the ECE. The WFUWO was among the forum’s participants. 

At the forum, 16 thematic roundtables were arranged 
to correspond to the Beijing Platform’s 12 critical areas of 
concern for women (Poverty; Education and Training; 
Health; Violence against Women; Women and Armed 
Conflict; Economy; Power and Decision-Making; 
Advancement of Women; Human Rights of Women; 
Women and the Media; Women and the Environment; The 
Girl Child). Participants in the roundtables from Ukraine 
and the Ukrainian diaspora included Natalia Karbowska of 
the Ukrainians Women’s Fund in Kyiv and Kateryna 
Levchenko of La Strada-Ukraine, who spoke about women 
in power and decision-making, and women in armed con-
flict. Oleksandra Kunovska Mondoux, the WFUWO’s main 
representative to the U.N. in Geneva, addressed the topic 
of women and the media. At the conclusion of the meeting, 
the Geneva NGO Forum on Beijing +20 UN ECE Review 
published its Declaration and Recommendations with the 
motto “Every Woman, Every Right, Every Minute: 
Everyone is Responsible and the Time is Now.”

A day later, Ukraine’s government delegation at the U.N. 
ECE Beijing +20 Regional Review included Minister of 
Social Policy Liudmyla Denisova. She spoke frankly during 
her presentation about the conflict in Ukraine, as well as 
the current Ukrainian government’s commitment to gen-
der equality. She made a special point of describing 
Ukraine’s current challenges, especially as they relate to 
safeguarding women and children, many of whom are suf-
fering from complex life circumstances in the conflict 
zones of the country’s southeast territories controlled by 
illegally armed groups. The dire situation in Ukraine 
evoked sympathetic references from the president of the 
NGO CSW Geneva, and the undersecretary general and 
executive director of U.N. Women, as well as overt support 
from the participants of the conference. 

Finally, in mid-December, members of the Ukrainian 
community in Melbourne, Australia, welcomed Ukrainian 
President Petro Poroshenko and Australian Prime 
Minister Tony Abbott in their midst, and prayed for peace 
and unity in Ukraine during the president’s visit .

Ulana Suprun (center) with a group of Ukrainian and international (U.S., U.K. and Czech) trainers on July 16 at a base 
on the border between Dnipropetrovsk and Donetsk. The Ukrainians were certified as Combat Lifesaver (CLS) trainers. 

“2014: The Year in Review” continues in next week’s 
issue.

The Ukrainian community in Melbourne, Australia, 
welcomes President Petro Poroshenko on December 11.

Courtesy of Anna Kaminskyj and Sonja van de Camp
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Starting off 2014 in the realm of U.S.-Ukraine rela-
tions, was news that leaders representing more than 
a dozen Ukrainian American organizations met at the 

White House with President Barack Obama’s senior 
national security staff to discuss the crisis in Ukraine. 
They urged the Obama administration to take strong 
action in support of democracy in Ukraine and to send a 
firm message of support to those gathered throughout 
Ukraine in opposition to government corruption and vio-
lence against its citizens. The non-partisan meeting held 
on January 3 was initiated by the co-chairs of Ukrainian-
Americans for Obama, Julian Kulas, Andrew Fedynsky and 
Ulana Mazurkevich, as well Alexandra Chalupa, co-conve-
ner of the National Democratic Ethnic Coordinating 
Committee. The Obama administration was represented 
by Karen Donfried, special assistant to the president and 
senior director of European affairs at the National Security 
Council (NSC), and Lyn Debevoise, director for Central and 
Eastern European Affairs at the NSC. 

Although several participants were unable to attend due 
to a severe snow storm that hit parts of the Midwest and 
the Northeast, among the groups invited to represent 
Ukrainian Americans were the Ukrainian Congress 
Committee of America, Ukrainian National Information 
Service, U.S.-Ukraine Foundation, United Ukrainian 
American Relief Committee, Ukrainian Human Rights 
Committee, Ukrainian National Association, Ukrainian 
National Women’s League of America, Ukrainian American 
Bar Association, Kyiv Mohyla Foundation of America and 
the Ukrainian Catholic and Ukrainian Orthodox Churches. 
Many other Ukrainian American organizations participated 
behind the scenes leading up to the meeting, helping to 
shape the group’s message to the Obama administration. 
Rep. Marcy Kaptur (D-Ohio), co-chair of the Congressional 
Ukrainian Caucus, was represented by her aide, Allison 
Jarus. Dr. James Zogby, chair of the Democratic National 
Committee’s Ethnic Council, also attended. 

Then, on January 7, the U.S. Senate unanimously passed 
a resolution “expressing support for the Ukrainian people 
in light of President [Viktor] Yanukovych’s decision not to 
sign an Association Agreement with the European Union.” 
Senate Resolution 319 was sponsored by Sen. Chris 
Murphy (D-Conn.) and had 10 co-sponsors, Democrats 
and Republicans alike. The resolution noted that: “the 
abrupt reversal on the eve of the summit following 
Russian economic coercion and to protect the narrow 
interests of some officials and individuals in Ukraine 
prompted hundreds of thousands of Ukrainians all across 
the country, especially young people and students, to pro-
test the decision and stand in support of furthering 
Ukraine’s Euro-Atlantic integration.” The resolution also 

said the Senate: “condemns the decision by Ukrainian 
authorities to use violence against peaceful demonstrators 
on November 30, December 1, and December 11, 2013, 
and calls for those responsible to be swiftly brought to jus-
tice and all detained nonviolent demonstrators to be 
immediately released; and notes that in the event of fur-
ther state violence against peaceful protesters, the presi-
dent and Congress should consider whether to apply tar-
geted sanctions, including visa bans and asset freezes, 
against individuals responsible for ordering or carrying 
out the violence.” 

On January 15, the Senate Foreign Relations Committee 
held a hearing on the crisis in Ukraine which included tes-
timony by Assistant Secretary for European and Eurasian 
Affairs Victoria Nuland and Deputy Assistant Secretary 
Thomas Melia of the Bureau of Democracy, Human Rights 
and Labor, as well as former U.S. national security advisor 
and recognized expert on this region Zbigniew Brzezinski.

Secretary Nuland, who personally met with President 
Viktor Yanukovych, as well as with the protesters on the 
maidan, when she visited Kyiv in December 2013, said, 
“Like the vast majority of Ukrainians, the United States 
and our partners in the European Union want to see the 
current stand-off resolved politically, democratically and 
above all, peacefully,” adding that the last point applies to 
both the government and protesters alike. “However, the 
use of violence and acts of repression carried out by gov-
ernment security forces and their surrogates have com-

pelled us to make clear publicly and privately to the gov-
ernment of Ukraine that we will consider a broad range of 
tools at our disposal if those in positions of authority in 
Ukraine employ or encourage violence against their own 
citizens,” she added.

Assistant Secretary Nuland expressed the Obama 
administration’s gratitude for the Senate’s leadership role 
on Ukrainian issues and for passing on January 7 Senate 
Resolution 319, which “sent a strong, bipartisan message 
of concern and support to the Ukrainian people at a key 
moment,” she said. She also thanked and commended two 
senators participating in the hearing – Sens. John McCain 
(R-Ariz.) and Murphy – “for bringing that bipartisan sup-
port directly to the people of Ukraine on a key weekend in 
December, and engaging with President Yanukovych, his 
government, the opposition, the business community and 
civil society in support of a peaceful, democratic way out 
of the crisis.” She underscored, “The people of Ukraine 
saw America stand up with them at a critical moment 
when they could have felt very alone.” 

Dr. Brzezinski pointed out that Russia’s Vladimir Putin 
sees Ukraine as a “strategic state,” without which building a 
Russian “supranational empire” is impossible. But that is 
not the way the young generation of Ukrainians who grew 
up in an independent Ukraine view their country. “They 
feel themselves to be Ukrainians,” Dr. Brzezinski explained, 
adding that Mr. Putin displays his historical ignorance 
when he perceives Ukraine and Russia as one nation.

Sen. McCain said Ukraine is a country that wants to be 
European. “They don’t want to be Russian – this is what 
it’s all about.” The Russians have bullied them and contin-
ue to do so, using Ukraine’s need to import Russian energy 
resources, banning the import of Ukrainian chocolates to 
Russia and taking advantage of corruption – “which is 
rampant in Ukraine” – to its advantage. “This is about 
whether we will stand up for the Ukrainian people,” Sen. 
McCain said. “We want to be assisting morally the 
Ukrainian people for seeking what we want everybody on 
this earth to have.”

The ranking member of the committee, Sen. Bob Corker 
(R-Tenn.), repeatedly criticized President Obama’s admin-
istration for not pursuing an active policy with respect to 
Ukraine. “In my view, what has transpired in Ukraine is 
one of the most recent examples of where U.S. leadership 
at the right moment could have been decisive,” he said. 
“Apparently overly concerned with offending Russia, the 
administration seems to have somehow made the calcula-
tion initially that a passive response might yield more 
than assertive U.S. leadership.”

The hearing was conducted by the chairman of the 
Senate Foreign Relations Committee, Sen. Robert 
Menendez (D-N.J.), who said “this committee isn’t deaf to 
those brave people whose capacity for hope and appetite 
for freedom has compelled them to take to the streets. The 
world is, indeed, watching.”

On the day after the Verkhovna Rada passed a contro-
versial law aimed at curtailing protest demonstrations in 
Ukraine, Secretary of State John Kerry voiced his position 
on it to the press in his remarks prior to a January 17 
meeting with Greek Foreign Affairs Minister Evangelos 

U.S.-Ukraine relations:
more important than ever

Assistant Secretary of State Victoria Nuland testifies on January 15 about developments in Ukraine before the 
Senate Foreign Relations Committee. Sitting next to her is Deputy Assistant Secretary Thomas Melia.

U.S. Ambassador to the United Nations 
Samantha Power on March 4 delivered a 
powerful statement setting the record 
straight on Russia’s aggression and its 
“dangerous military intervention in 

Ukraine.”

U.S. Ambassador Geoffrey Pyatt lights a candle at a memorial erected 
on Institytutska Street, commenting: “Renewed democracy can ensure 
they did not die in vain.” The U.S. Embassy on February 20 issued a 
message of condolences to the families of those killed in recent vio-
lence in Kyiv. The photo above was posted on the U.S. Embassy Kyiv 

Facebook page on February 25.

Yaro Bihun
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Venizelos at the State Department. “The legislation that 
was rammed through the Rada without transparency and 
accountability violates all the norms of the OSCE 
[Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe] 
and the EU [European Union],” with whom the Ukrainian 
people want be associated with in the future, he said. “So 
we will continue to stay focused on this issue, but this kind 
of anti-democratic maneuver is extremely disturbing and 
should be a concern to every nation that wants to see the 
people of Ukraine be able to not only express their wish 
but see it executed through the political process.” 

Two days later, the White House went a step further in 
expressing its concern, and mentioned the possibility of 
U.S. sanctions if things do not improve. In a statement 
released by the White House Press Office, National Security 
Council spokesperson Caitlin Hayden said: “We are deeply 
concerned by the violence taking place today on the streets 
of Kyiv and urge all sides to immediately de-escalate the 
situation.” She said that the increasing tension in Ukraine is 
a direct consequence of the government failing to acknowl-
edge the legitimate grievances of its people. “Instead, it has 
moved to weaken the foundations of Ukraine’s democracy 
by criminalizing peaceful protest and stripping civil society 
and political opponents of key democratic protections 
under the law.” From its first days, the Euro-Maidan move-
ment “has been defined by a spirit of non-violence, and we 
support today’s call by opposition political leaders to re-
establish that principle,” Ms. Hayden said.

On January 23 and 27, Vice-President Joe Biden tele-
phoned President Yanukovych to urge an immediate de-
escalation in the standoff between protesters and security 
forces in downtown Kyiv. The vice-president urged Mr. 
Yanukovych to take steps to end violence and to meaning-
fully address the legitimate concerns of peaceful protest-
ers, stressing the importance of the ongoing dialogue with 
the opposition and the need for genuine compromise as 
the only solution to the crisis. He also underscored that 
the U.S. condemns the use of violence by any side, warned 
that declaring a state of emergency or enacting other 
harsh security measures would further inflame the situa-
tion and called for a repeal of the anti-democratic laws 
passed on January 16. These would be the first of many 
telephone calls made by the vice-president to Ukrainian 
leaders during the course of the year. In fact, the vice-pres-
ident became the Obama administration’s point man on 
Ukraine.

In his State of the Union address on January 28, 
President Obama mentioned Ukraine in a single sentence. 
The comment came in this paragraph: “Our alliance with 
Europe remains the strongest the world has ever known. 
From Tunisia to Burma, we’re supporting those who are 
willing to do the hard work of building democracy. In 
Ukraine, we stand for the principle that all people have the 
right to express themselves freely and peacefully and to 
have a say in their country’s future. …”

On January 31, one week after dozens of journalists 
were attacked by police in and around Kyiv’s 
Independence Square, RFE/RL President and CEO Kevin 

Klose and Broadcasting Board of Governors member 
Matthew Armstrong arrived to denounce the violence and 
to press Ukrainian authorities to honor their international 
obligations to respect media freedom and ensure basic 
rights and protections for journalists. The two met with 
reporters at RFE/RL’s Kyiv bureau to laud their courage 
and commitment to reporting on the Euro-Maidan. On 
January 20, RFE/RL Ukrainian Service reporter Dmytro 
Barkar and cameraman Ihor Iskhakov had suffered head 
injuries from beatings by Berkut police fists and batons. “A 
free society does not beat professional journalists while 
they are performing their duties,” commented Mr. Klose. 

On February 1, Secretary of State Kerry told the Munich 
Security Conference, an annual gathering of global politi-
cal leaders and defense officials, that the Ukrainian people 
were engaged in a fight for democracy. “While there are 
unsavory elements in the streets in any chaotic situation, 
the vast majority of Ukrainians want to live freely in a safe 
and a prosperous country, and they are fighting for the 
right to associate with partners who will help them realize 
their aspirations, and they have decided that that means 
their futures do not have to lie with one country alone and 
certainly not coerced,” Mr. Kerry said. Secretary Kerry 
added that the United States and the European Union 
stand with the people of Ukraine in their right to make 
their own decisions. Mr. Kerry met with Ukrainian opposi-
tion leaders on the sidelines of the conference – a develop-
ment seen as a major boost to the protest movement. The 
opposition leaders included Vitali Klitschko and Arseniy 
Yatsenyuk.

A coalition of citizens and organizations united in their 
support of a democratic, economically viable and stable 
Ukraine was announced in Washington on February 3. 
Members of the Friends of Ukraine coalition said they 
believe that, as a strategically located country, Ukraine is 
important not only to its own people but to the whole 
region and to the national security of the United States. At 
the initiative of former U.S. Ambassador to Ukraine 
William Green Miller, an initial meeting of the Friends of 
Ukraine was held on January 23 to discuss how to best 
support the peaceful resolution of the current crisis in 
Ukraine and to help the people of Ukraine achieve their 
goals for a normally functioning democracy. Organized by 
Ihor Gawdiak of the Ukrainian American Coordinating 
Council, the group met in offices provided by the U.S.-
Ukraine Foundation and consisted of former U.S. govern-
ment officials, including former Ambassador Roman 
Popadiuk and former Rep. Charles Dougherty, as well as 
the heads or representatives of non-governmental organi-
zations, think tanks and individuals involved in 
U.S.-Ukraine relations. Ambassadors Miller and Popadiuk 
agreed to serve as co-chairs of Friends of Ukraine.

Violence broke out between law enforcement authori-
ties who attempted to liquidate the Maidan and the pro-
testers on February 18 in Kyiv – resulting in three days of 
street battles and the deaths of at least 105 civilians dur-
ing the period of February 18-20. President Obama con-
demned the violence and warned of “consequences” in a 

statement issued on February 19: “…we’re going to be 
watching closely and we expect the Ukrainian government 
to show restraint, to not resort to violence in dealing with 
peaceful protesters. We’ve also said we expect peaceful 
protesters to remain peaceful and we’ll be monitoring 
very closely the situation, recognizing that with our 
European partners and the international community 
there will be consequences if people step over the line. 
And that includes making sure the Ukrainian military does 
not step into what should be a set of issues that can be 
resolved by civilians.” The next day the White House Office 
of the Press Secretary issued another statement: “We are 
outraged by the images of Ukrainian security forces firing 
automatic weapons on their own people. We urge 
President Yanukovych to immediately withdraw his secu-
rity forces from downtown Kyiv and to respect the right of 
peaceful protest, and we urge protesters to express them-
selves peacefully. …The use of force will not resolve the 
crisis – clear steps must be taken to stop the violence and 
initiate meaningful dialogue that reduces tension and 
addresses the grievances of the Ukrainian people.”

The House of Representatives on February 10 over-
whelmingly passed a resolution that “supports the demo-
cratic and European aspirations of the people of Ukraine, 
and their right to choose their own future free of intimida-
tion and fear.” House Resolution 447 – introduced by Rep. 
Elliot Engel (D-N.Y.) on December 16, 2013, and co-spon-
sored by 58 members of the House –was passed by a vote 
of 381-2. The resolution called “on the United States and 
the European Union to continue to work together to sup-
port a peaceful resolution to the crisis, and to continue to 
support the desire of millions of Ukrainian citizens for 
democracy, human rights, government accountability, and 
the rule of law, and closer relations with Europe” and sup-
ported “the measures taken by the Department of State to 
revoke the visas of several Ukrainians linked to the vio-
lence, and encourages the administration to consider 
additional targeted sanctions against those who authorize 
or engage in the use of force.”

In a February 28 letter to President Obama, Sens. 
Robert Menendez, Corker, McCain, Murphy, John Barrasso 
(R-Wyo.), Ben Cardin (D-Md.), Richard Durbin (D-Ill.), Ron 
Johnson (R-Wis.), Edward Markey (D-Mass.), Jim Risch 
(R-Idaho), Marco Rubio (R-Fla.) and Jeanne Shaheen 
(D-N.H.) – all members of the Foreign Relations Committee 
– expressed support for U.S. assistance in Ukraine and 
warned of Russian intervention that undermines Ukraine’s 
unity. “We write in support of the administration’s efforts 
to help Ukraine to consolidate democratically elected gov-
ernment, preserve its territorial integrity, and enjoy the 
freedom to exercise a sovereign decision to sign and imple-
ment an Association Agreement with the European Union,” 
said the senators in their letter. “We are prepared to work 
with your administration to reinforce your efforts by 
authorizing U.S. loan guarantees to Ukraine and increasing 
assistance to facilitate a peaceful transition of power. We 
also believe that the U.S. should make use of the tools at its 
disposal, including targeted sanctions and asset recovery 
targeting corruption, to dissuade individuals who would 
foment unrest to undermine Ukraine’s territorial integrity 
or employ coercive economic measures against the 
Ukrainian people and the new Ukrainian government.” 

While President Obama continued to call for an end to 
violence in Ukraine via a statement issued on February 28 
and in telephone conversations with fellow world leaders, 
during an emergency meeting of the United Nations 
Security Council on March 3, U.S. Ambassador to the U.N. 
Samantha Power delivered a powerful statement setting 
the record straight on Russia’s aggression and its “danger-
ous military intervention in Ukraine.” She stated: “It is a 
fact that Russian military forces have taken over Ukrainian 
border posts. It is a fact that Russia has taken over the 
ferry terminal in Kerch. It is a fact that Russian ships are 
moving in and around Sevastopol. It is a fact that Russian 
forces are blocking mobile telephone services in some 
areas. It is a fact that Russia has surrounded or taken over 
practically all Ukrainian military facilities in Crimea. It is a 
fact that today Russian jets entered Ukrainian airspace. It 
is also a fact that independent journalists continue to 
report that there is no evidence of violence against 
Russian or pro-Russian communities. Russian military 
action is not a human rights protection mission. It is a vio-
lation of international law and a violation of the sovereign-
ty and territorial integrity of the independent nation of 
Ukraine, and a breach of Russia’s Helsinki Commitments 
and its U.N. obligations.” 

Ambassador Power was a favorite of Ukrainians world-
wide, as she continued throughout the year to eloquently 

U.S. Vice-President Joe Biden with Ukraine’s acting Prime Minister Arseniy Yatsenyuk at their April 22 press con-
ference in Kyiv.

U.S. Embassy Kyiv
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and strongly make her case against Russian aggression. 

On July 18 at the Security Council she spoke of the 
downing of Malaysia Airlines Flight 17, expressing condo-
lences and underscoring that “a full, credible and unim-
peded international investigation must begin immediate-
ly.” She said MH17, carrying 298 people “was likely 
downed by a surface-to-air missile, an SA-11, operated 
from a separatist-held location in eastern Ukraine” and 
pointed out that “Because of the technical complexity of 
the SA-11, it is unlikely that the separatists could effective-
ly operate the system without assistance from knowledge-
able personnel. Thus, we cannot rule out technical assis-
tance from Russian personnel in operating the systems.” 
Furthermore, she said, “This also follows a pattern of 
actions by Russian-backed separatists. On June 13, sepa-
ratists shot down a Ukrainian transport plane, carrying 40 
paratroopers and nine crew. On June 24, as this [Security] 
Council was meeting to welcome Ukraine’s unilateral 
ceasefire, we received word that separatists downed a 
Ukrainian helicopter, killing all nine on board. On July 14, 
separatists claimed credit for the downing of a Ukrainian 
military cargo plane, flying at 6,000 meters, and on July 
16, they claimed credit for the downing of a Ukrainian 
fighter jet.” She noted: “The context for yesterday’s horror 
is clear: separatist forces – backed by the Russian govern-
ment – continue to destabilize Ukraine and undermine the 
efforts of Ukraine’s elected leaders to build a democratic 
Ukraine that is stable, unified, secure and able to deter-
mine its own future.”

In that same address on July 18 she cited the case of 
“Ukrainian pilot Nadiya Savchenko, who has long had a 
distinguished career in the Ukrainian military, was taken 
by separatists in mid-June. She is now being held – where? 
In a prison in Voronezh, Russia. According to the 
Ukrainian government, she was transferred to Russia by 
separatists.”

On August 28, at what she said was “our 24th session to 
try to rein in Russia’s aggressive acts in Ukraine,” 
Ambassador Power noted that on August 26, after 
President Putin met with President Poroshenko in Minsk 
and spoke of the need to end the bloodshed in Ukraine, 
more Russian forces were deployed in Ukraine. “Yet the 
same day, satellite imagery shows Russian combat units – 
combat units – southeast of Donetsk, in eastern Ukraine. 
That same day in Luhansk, Ukraine detained regular 
Russian Army personnel from the 9th Brigade. In 
response, Russia claimed the soldiers had wandered into 
Ukrainian territory ‘by mistake.’ This, supposedly, in a 
time of conflict along one of the most carefully watched 
borders in the world.”

Secretary of State Kerry also was busy with develop-
ments in Ukraine. He visited Kyiv on March 4 to demon-
strate U.S. support for Ukraine and its new leaders, meet-
ing with Prime Minister Arseniy Yatsenyuk and acting 
President Oleksander Turchynov. He visited the Fallen 
Heroes Shrine that had emerged on Instytutska Street in 
central Kyiv, placing a candle and flowers at the memorial. 
Mr. Kerry also announced an immediate $1 billion loan 
guarantee to support Ukraine’s recovery. “We are current-
ly working with the U.S. Treasury Department and others 
to lay out a broader, more comprehensive plan,” he said. 
“We will provide the best expertise available to help 
Ukraine’s economy and financial institutions repair them-
selves.”

In related news, the U.S. Embassies in Kyiv and Moscow, 
and the State Department on March 5 issued documents 
countering Russian propaganda and disinformation about 
developments in Ukraine. One document set the record 
straight on the legitimacy of Ukraine’s government, and 
the other rebutted 10 false claims made by Russian 
President Putin. In July, the State Department followed up 
with a fact sheet on “Russia’s Continuing Support for 
Armed Separatists in Ukraine and Ukraine’s Efforts 
Toward Peace, Unity and Stability.”

President Obama and Secretary Kerry met with 
Ukraine’s Prime Minister Yatsenyuk when he visited 
Washington on March 12-13. Accompanied by Foreign 
Affairs Minister Andriy Deshchytsia and Ukraine’s 
Ambassador to the U.S. Olexander Motsyk, he also had 
meetings with Vice-President Biden, Treasury Secretary 
Jacob Lew, House Majority Leader John Boehner and 
House Minority Leader Nancy Pelosi, before heading off to 
New York for meetings at the United Nations, as well as an 
address before the Security Council on March 13.

On March 17, President Obama stated unequivocally 
that “the future of Ukraine must be decided by the people 
of Ukraine. That means Ukraine’s sovereignty and territo-
rial integrity must be respected, and international law 

must be upheld. And so, Russia’s decision to send troops 
into Crimea has rightly drawn global condemnation.” 
Furthermore, he said he told President Putin that “the ref-
erendum in Crimea was a clear violation of the Ukrainian 
constitution and international law, and it will not be recog-
nized by the international community,” and he announced 
the imposition of sanctions on specific individuals respon-
sible for undermining the sovereignty, territorial integrity 
and government of Ukraine, as well as the authorization of 
sanctions on Russian officials – entities operating in the 
arms sector in Russia and individuals who provide materi-
al support to senior officials of the Russian government. 
“And if Russia continues to interfere in Ukraine, we stand 
ready to impose further sanctions,” he stated. “…through-
out this process, we’re going to stand firm in our unwaver-
ing support for Ukraine. …the United States stands with 
the people of Ukraine and their right to determine their 
own destiny. We’re going to keep working with Congress 
and our international partners to offer Ukraine the eco-
nomic support that it needs to weather this crisis and to 
improve the daily lives of the Ukrainian people.”

Ten days later, on March 27, the Senate unanimously 
approved, via voice vote, an aid package for Ukraine that 
included $1 billion in loan guarantees and some $150 mil-
lion in direct assistance. At the same time, the House of 
Representatives approved a similar package by a vote of 
399 to 19. Then, on April 1, the House passed the Support 
for the Sovereignty, Integrity, Democracy and Economic 
Stability of Ukraine Act of 2014, the same bill the Senate 
had passed the previous week, by a vote of 378 for and 34 
against. “With Russian forces massing on Ukraine’s bor-
ders, tension and fear is spreading throughout the region, 
and our legislation sends a clear signal – that Congress 
will not stand for further violations,” said House Foreign 
Affairs Committee ranking member Rep. Engel.

Vice-President Biden visited Kyiv on April 21-22, telling 
the people of Ukraine they “should have the right to 
choose their own future” and declaring the United States’ 
readiness to assist Ukraine, which he said faces “humiliat-
ing threats” and “very daunting problems,” in seizing a 
chance to create national unity. “As you all know well, we 
have a significant Ukrainian American population,” Mr. 
Biden told Ukraine’s national deputies. “We stand with 
you. And it is not just a foreign policy judgment, it is a per-
sonal – it’s an emotional commitment, as well, by millions 
of Americans.” Mr. Biden also told his audiences in Kyiv 
that the U.S. stands ready to help Ukraine’s economy but 
that Ukraine must step up efforts to root out abuses with-
in its political system and “fight the cancer of corruption.” 
Noting that the country was facing unrest and uncertainty, 
Mr. Biden said that “this is a second opportunity to make 
good on the original promise made by the Orange 
Revolution. This is a genuine opportunity to get right what 
is always difficult to do the first time when coming out 
from under the oppression or control of another power.” 
Referring to the upcoming presidential election, he added, 
“you have an opportunity, a chance to bring about an era 

of reform and democratic renewal that you all hoped for 
two, five, 10, 15 years ago to lay the groundwork for an 
even more united and more prosperous Ukraine.”

The vice-president was the highest-ranking U.S. official 
to visit Kyiv since Russia’s annexation of Crimea. He met 
with acting President Turchynov and Prime Minister 
Yatsenyuk, as well as with civil society leaders in Kyiv to 
discuss their key role in supporting Ukraine’s democratic 
institutions. Mr. Biden announced a new package of U.S. 
assistance totaling $50 million to help Ukraine pursue 
political and economic reform and strengthen the part-
nership between the United States and Ukraine. Included 
in that amount was $11.4 million to help conduct the pres-
idential election in Ukraine, as well as an increase of $8 
million in non-lethal security aid to Ukraine’s armed forc-
es and border guards (a package worth $10 million had 
been announced earlier). In addition, he said the U.S. 
would provide expertise to help Ukraine reduce its reli-
ance on Russian energy supplies.

On April 28, the U.S. announced new sanctions in 
response to “Russia’s continued illegal intervention in 
Ukraine and provocative acts that undermine Ukraine’s 
democracy and threaten its peace, security, stability, sov-
ereignty and territorial integrity,” as noted in a statement 
released by the White House Office of the Press Secretary. 
The U.S. noted that Russia had refused to follow through 
on its commitments made at talks in Geneva that brought 
together the U.S., the European Union, Ukraine and Russia. 
As the year wore on and Russia continued its aggression, 
the U.S. announced more and more sanctions. Among 
them: in mid-September, debt financing restrictions for 
sanctioned banks were tightened, and more Russian 
financial institutions and companies, including energy 
companies and defense technology firms, were added to 
the list of those sanctioned. At the end of the year, on 
December 17, President Obama issued an executive order 
banning U.S. exports of goods, technology or services to 
Ukraine’s Crimea region. He also authorized the Treasury 
Department to impose sanctions on individuals and com-
panies operating in the region. In announcing the new 
measures, the U.S. president called on Russia to end its 
annexation of Crimea. 

During the third week of April, Ukraine’s Vice-Minister 
of Foreign Affairs Danylo Lubkivsky visited Washington 
and New York to discuss the current situation in his coun-
try with U.S. and U.N. officials, representatives of the 
Ukrainian American community, Jewish American organi-
zations and other interested parties. His main message 
was that Russia’s policy toward Ukraine was now showing 
its true colors – “completely chauvinistic and aggressive 
and unacceptable in a community of civilized nations.” 
This, he said, is a major problem not only for Ukraine for 
the whole word. Another prominent visitor arrived in 
mid-August, Mustafa Nayyem, a Ukrainian journalist and 
political analyst who called for the people of Ukraine to 
come out onto the Maidan in November 2013 after 
President Yanukovych rejected the Association Agreement 

With U.S. Vice-President Joseph Biden and the Speaker of the House of Representatives John Boehner sitting behind 
him, Ukrainian President Petro Poroshenko addresses the joint session of the U.S. Congress on September 18. 
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with the European Union, spoke at the National 
Endowment for Democracy. He said the biggest challenge 
to Ukraine’s future was not the war in eastern Ukraine but 
corruption, and Ukrainians will have to recognize and face 
that challenge – the sooner, the better. Mr. Nayyem, who 
later in the year was elected to the Verkhovna Rada, also 
had scheduled meetings at the International Republican 
Institute and the National Democratic Institute, the State 
Department, the U.S. Agency for International 
Development and at the Helsinki Commission, as well as 
with staff members of congressional committees on for-
eign affairs.

The U.S. hailed the May 25 presidential elections in 
Ukraine. Among those making statements was the chair-
man of the U.S. Helsinki Commission, Sen. Ben Cardin 
(D-Md.), who said on May 27: “Sunday’s vote was a day of 
destiny for Ukraine and a turning point in the nation’s 
effort to overcome Russia’s interference in Ukraine’s dem-
ocratic development. It also offers Ukraine a chance to 
turn a corner on a crippling legacy of corruption. The elec-
tion also was important for the OSCE [Organization for 
Security and Cooperation in Europe] which is undertaking 
massive efforts in Ukraine aimed at fostering stability and 
encouraging democracy in Ukraine. These elections pres-
ent an historic opportunity to build an independent, pros-
perous state based on the rule of law.” While hailing the 
“free and fair vote” in which he saw “ordinary citizens who 
were clearly determined to freely make their choice and 
be stewards of their own destiny,” Sen. Cardin said, “At the 
same time, I deplore the actions of those who have 
deprived Ukrainians in Russian occupied Crimea and 
parts of Donetsk and Luhansk regions in eastern Ukraine 
their right to vote through violence, intimidation and fear.”

Also on May 27, President Obama called to congratu-
late President-elect Petro Poroshenko and to offer assur-
ances of U.S. support for Ukraine. The next day the White 
House confirmed that the president, while on a trip to 
Europe on June 3-6, would meet with Mr. Poroshenko in 
Poland, where the 25th anniversary of Poland’s first dem-
ocratic elections was to be marked. The private meeting in 
Warsaw took place on June 4, a day after President Obama 
pledged to spend $1 billion to send more U.S. military to 
Europe on a temporary basis. Simultaneous to the meet-
ing, the United States announced it would send Kyiv an 
additional $5 million in equipment, including body armor 
and night-vision goggles, that could help in its battle 
against armed pro- Russian separatists in the east. 

Vice-President Biden attended the inauguration of 
President Petro Poroshenko on June 7. He said the new 
president’s inaugural address was “impressive, but the 
substance was more important than the delivery.” During 
an afternoon meeting with Mr. Poroshenko at the 
Presidential Administration, he commended the declared 
plans to combat corruption, secure the border with Russia 
and end the violence in Donbas. “There’s a window for 
peace, and you know as well as anyone that it will not stay 
open indefinitely,” Mr. Biden said, as reported by Voice of 

America. Mr. Biden pledged $48 million to help Mr. 
Poroshenko “conduct key reforms, build law enforcement 
capacity and strengthen national unity.” Mr. Biden under-
scored: “America’s with you. That is not hyperbole.” 

At the reception held for the foreign guests, among 
those in the U.S. delegation were Assistant Secretary of 
State for European and Eurasian Affairs Nuland, Sens. 
McCain, Murphy and Johnson, and Rep. Kaptur, as well as 
Ambassadors Geoffrey Pyatt, envoy to Ukraine, and Daniel 
Baer, envoy to the OSCE.

At his July 29 confirmation hearing, the U.S. ambassa-
dor-designate to Russia, John Tefft, a former ambassador 
to Ukraine, stated that the United States will “never 
accept” the Kremlin’s annexation of Ukraine’s Crimea 
region and cannot ignore Russia’s actions in the Ukraine 
crisis. The annexation has “shredded the very fabric” of 
European security, he said. “The U.S. can’t ignore the fun-
damental challenge to the international order posed by 
Russia’s actions in the Ukraine crisis.”

A month later, with Russia’s incursions into Ukraine 
escalating, and Russian forces taking control of strategic 
points in Ukraine’s east, President Obama spoke in the 
White House briefing room on August 28. Noting that he 
had just spoken with German Chancellor Angela Merkel, he 
said: “We agree – if there was ever any doubt – that Russia 
is responsible for the violence in eastern Ukraine. The vio-
lence is encouraged by Russia. The separatists are trained 
by Russia. They are armed by Russia. They are funded by 
Russia. Russia has deliberately and repeatedly violated the 
sovereignty and territorial integrity of Ukraine. And the 
new images of Russian forces inside Ukraine make that 
plain for the world to see. This comes as Ukrainian forces 
are making progress against the separatists.”

Soon thereafter, Sen. Menendez, chair of the Senate 
Foreign Relations Committee, met in Kyiv with President 
Poroshenko. Mr. Poroshenko noted that the Ukrainian 
armed forces had been making significant progress in 
countering terrorists until the Russian armed forces 
intruded. “It is crucially important for Ukraine to receive 
assistance in its struggle for freedom, democracy and sov-
ereignty,” Mr. Poroshenko emphasized at the September 1 
meeting. In turn, Sen. Menendez noted: “These events 
threaten not only Ukraine, but also the entire world. The 
first victims are the people of Ukraine, but they are not the 
only victims. This is an issue of global security.” The sena-
tor reiterated his call for the U.S. to supply arms to 
Ukrainian national forces and toughen sanctions against 
Russia, adding he would seek a joint session of Congress 
later that month to let the Ukrainian president make the 
case directly to U.S. lawmakers. Indeed, he and Sen. Corker 
sent a letter to Speaker of the House John Boehner asking 
him to invite President Poroshenko, as did members of the 
Congressional Ukrainian Caucus.

Another staunch supporter of Ukraine, Sen. McCain vis-
ited Kyiv in September in what was his fourth trip to Kyiv 
since the beginning of the Euro-Maidan in late 2013. 
Speaking at a press conference on September 4, he said: “I 

keep coming back, and I am here now, because I believe 
what is happening in Ukraine is about far more than 
Ukraine. It is about the principles of international order 
that have brought peace and hope to Europe, and much of 
the world beyond Europe, since 1945 – and whether a 
world based on these principles will endure or not.” He 
underscored that “what Vladimir Putin is doing to Ukraine 
constitutes an invasion of a sovereign country – if we 
obfuscate this truth because we refuse to face it – then we 
are living in Putin’s world.”

And, on September 10, Rep. Boehner announced that 
he would invite President Poroshenko to address a joint 
meeting of both houses of Congress on September 18. 
“Having President Poroshenko address Congress is anoth-
er signal of our steadfast commitment to the aspirations of 
his people,” Rep. Boehner said. “It will be an honor and a 
privilege to welcome him to the United States Capitol.”

President Poroshenko addressed that joint session of 
the U.S. Congress, presenting his government’s position on 
the latest developments in Ukraine’s east and calling on 
the United States to increase its political, economic and 
military support of Ukraine. He opened his address with 
these words: “It’s impossible to imagine what I’m feeling 
right now. How symbolic is the unity of the United States 
Congress and solidarity with Ukraine. This is exactly what 
Ukraine now needs the most: unity and solidarity. Not 
only with the United States Congress, not only with the 
United States, but with the whole world.” The president 
went on to say, “I urge you not to let Ukraine stand alone 
in the face of this aggression” and he reminded his audi-
ence that the U.S. “made a commitment that it would 
stand behind Ukraine’s territorial integrity” 20 years ago 
in the Budapest Memorandum, when Ukraine agreed to 
give up its nuclear arms. President Poroshenko said 
Ukrainian soldiers need not only more political support, 
but more both non-lethal and lethal military equipment. 
“Blankets and night-vision goggles are important. But one 
cannot win a war with blankets,” he said. President 
Poroshenko’s address to the joint session of Congress was 
greeted with more than 10 standing ovations. 

After lunch with Vice-President Biden at his residence 
at the Naval Observatory, Mr. Poroshenko proceeded to 
the White House for a meeting with President Obama. The 
White House that day announced a new $53 million assis-
tance package for Ukraine – of which $46 million was for 
security assistance – in addition to the $238 million in aid 
already provided to Ukraine this year. None of the aid was 
in the form of lethal weapons and ammunition that the 
Ukrainian president was seeking. President Obama 
praised President Poroshenko for brokering a ceasefire in 
the eastern regions. And he said the United States is ready 
to support Ukraine in its negotiations with Russia. “You 
have a strong friend not only in me personally, but I think, 
as you saw in Congress today, you have strong bipartisan 
support here in the United States. And the people of 
America stand with the people of Ukraine,” he said. 

Once the parliamentary elections were held in Ukraine, 
President Obama issued a statement addressed to the 
people of Ukraine: “On behalf of the American people, I 
congratulate the people of Ukraine on holding successful 
parliamentary elections on October 26. Despite a chal-
lenging security environment in certain regions, millions 
of Ukrainians turned out across the country to cast their 
ballots in an orderly and peaceful manner. At the same 
time, it is clear that Russian authorities occupying Crimea 
and Russian-backed separatists in parts of eastern 
Ukraine prevented many Ukrainian citizens from exercis-
ing their democratic rights to participate in national elec-
tions and cast their votes.”

Vice-President Biden paid another visit to Kyiv on 
November 20-21. According to RFE/RL, his messages was 
that “it is unacceptable in the 21st century for countries to 
attempt to redraw borders by force in Europe or intervene 
militarily because they don’t like a decision their neigh-
bors have made.” Mr. Biden called on Russia to abide by the 
commitments made in Minsk to end the crisis in Ukraine. 
“Do what you agreed to do, Mr. Putin,” Mr. Biden said. At 
the same time, he called on the new government in Kyiv, 
which had not yet been formed, to work toward greater 
integration with Europe and work for Ukraine’s democrat-
ic and economic future. He said so long as Kyiv does that, 
the United States will be “at your side.” 

Back in the United States, U.S. Ambassador to Ukraine 
Pyatt on December 8 spoke at the Atlantic Council, a lead-
ing think tank, to make the case that the U.S. and Europe 
must help Ukraine in protecting its territorial integrity, as 
well as assist the Ukrainian government in building a bet-
ter future for its people. He listed what he saw as priorities 

Presidents Petro Poroshenko and Barack Obama during their September 18 meeting in the Oval Office.
Yaro Bihun
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for Ukraine: resolving energy issues, fighting corruption 
and tackling constitutional reform. Mr. Pyatt also said the 
U.S. must continue to help protect Ukraine, which is also 
being confronted by Russian President Putin’s “weapon-
ized” media strategy aimed at trying to confuse the issues 
involved and sow a division between the U.S. and Europe. 

In Washington the next day, Vice-President Biden told 
an audience at the National Democratic Institute that if 
the pro-Western government formed that month failed to 
reform the economy and fight corruption, the efforts of 
Ukrainians who risked their lives in street protests that 
pushed Viktor Yanukovych from power in February could 
be in vain. Ukrainians have a chance again, and “they can’t 
blow it,” he said, according to RFE/RL. “Freedom is over 
25 years old and they blew it; the Orange Revolution and 
they blew it.” The vice-president warned, “They don’t have 
many more chances in the near term.”

Meanwhile, a former U.S. senator from New Hampshire, 
Gordon Humphrey, penned a two-part commentary in The 
Ukrainian Weekly (October 26 and November 9) in which 
he argued that Ukraine needs weapons now and told 
readers how they could help save Ukraine. Mr. Humphrey 
reported on the establishment by private citizens and 
Ukrainian American organizations of a new Ad Hoc 
Committee for Ukraine, whose sole purpose is “to encour-
age Congress to assert its constitutional role as an equal 
branch of our government to change U.S. policy towards 
Ukraine and send defensive weapons.” He cited two near-
term goals: to encourage formation of a bipartisan Senate 
Task Force on Ukraine and to encourage senators to sup-
port the only bill in the Senate that would authorize defen-
sive weapons, including antitank weapons for Ukraine. 

That was the Menendez bill, S 2828, the Ukrainian 
Freedom Support Act of 2014, introduced back in 
September. In December, Rep. Kaptur introduced HR 
5782, which mirrored the Senate bill. With the end of the 
113th Congress and the holidays fast approaching, the 
Ukrainian community was urged to act to get the bills 
passed. Thanks to a broad mobilization of Ukraine’s sup-
porters, both houses of the U.S. Congress passed the 
Ukraine Freedom Support Act of 2014 in its ultimate ver-
sion as HR 5859 (the House passed the bill on December 
11, the Senate on December 13). President Obama signed 
the bill on December 18, but in a statement released by 
the White House Press Office said: “Signing this legislation 
does not signal a change in the administration’s sanctions 
policy, which we have carefully calibrated in accordance 
with developments on the ground and coordinated with 
our allies and partners. At this time, the administration 
does not intend to impose sanctions under this law, but 
the act gives the administration additional authorities that 
could be utilized, if circumstances warranted.”

The Weekly’s editorial pointed out: “The fact that the 
U.S. Congress passed this bill that contains provisions for 
defensive weapons for Ukraine is historic. The bill states 
that ‘it is U.S. policy to assist the government of Ukraine in 
restoring its sovereignty and territorial integrity in order 
to deter the government of the Russian Federation from 
further destabilizing and invading Ukraine and other inde-
pendent countries in Eastern Europe and Central Asia.’ It 
‘directs’ the president to impose new sanctions; and it 
‘authorizes’ him ‘to provide Ukraine with defense articles, 
services and training in order to counter offensive weap-
ons and reestablish its sovereignty and territorial integri-
ty.’ …the bill also directs the secretary of state ‘to submit a 
plan to Congress to meet the need for protection of and 
assistance for internally displaced persons in Ukraine’; 
and directs the secretary of state and U.S. Agency for 
International Development to strengthen democratic civil 
society in Ukraine, support independent media outlets 
and counter government corruption. Also, it directs the 
chairman of the Broadcasting Board of Governors to sub-
mit to Congress a plan for increasing and maintaining 
through Fiscal Year 2017 the quantity of Russian-language 
broadcasting into the countries of the former USSR in 
order to counter Russian propaganda; and it refers to pri-
oritizing broadcasting into Ukraine, Georgia and Moldova 
by the Voice of America and Radio Free Europe/Radio 
Liberty.”

The Weekly’s editorial cautioned: “Now that President 
Barack Obama has signed the bill, we can hope for some 
real assistance for Ukraine in the face of Russian aggres-
sion. But the bill gives the president flexibility; he can 
choose what to do, and what not to do. It must also be 
noted that, unfortunately, the bill was passed minus the 
section on granting Major Non-NATO Ally status to 
Ukraine. Thus, it remains to be seen how the new law is 
actually implemented by the Obama administration.”

The events that overshadowed all others for the 
Ukrainian-Canadian community in Canada took 
place in Ukraine: the Maidan in Kyiv, the annexa-

tion of Crimea by Russia and the invasion of eastern 
Ukraine – Donetsk and Luhansk – by Russian forces. 
Because the prime minister of Canada, Stephen Harper, 
chose to play a leading role in opposition to President 
Vladimir Putin’s aggression against Ukraine, Mr. Harper 
involved all of Canada in standing up for Ukraine.

When, at the beginning of the year, violence erupted 
on the Maidan and the Verkhovna Rada passed draconian 
anti-protest laws, an emergency debate on a motion 
tabled by Member of Parliament (MP) James Bezan in the 
Canadian House of Commons on January 27 resulted in a 
motion calling on the Ukrainian government to bring 
those responsible to justice and on other nations to con-
sider sanctions. The motion concluded by stating that 
“this House stands united with the Ukrainian people, who 
believe in freedom, democracy, human rights and the rule 
of law.”

The debate was followed by Foreign Affairs Minister 
John Baird and Citizenship and Immigration Minister 
Chris Alexander announcing to the Ukrainian ambassa-

dor that Canada was concerned with the conduct of the 
Ukrainian government which was not addressing the fun-
damental demands of the Ukrainian people. Two days 
later, Prime Minister Harper met with a delegation of the 
Ukrainian Canadian Congress (UCC) to discuss the situa-
tion in Ukraine. The discussion topics included: Russian 
interference in the internal affairs of Ukraine; the need 
for targeted individual economic sanctions; diplomacy 
and humanitarian assistance; and the importance of 
ensuring Ukraine’s European future. 

Ministers Baird and Alexander both committed to 
work with the UCC to take immediate and concrete action 
condemning Russia’s continued economic and political 
coercion of Ukraine. Minister Alexander said the recent 
actions of the Ukrainian ruling elite in the face of protests 
were compelling Canada to restrict access to Canada of 
key Ukrainian government figures. 

In response to the increasing violence in Ukraine, 
sanctions were announced by Canada on February 20. On 
March 3, the prime minister called again on President 
Putin to withdraw his military from Ukraine and 
informed him that Canada had suspended all prepara-
tions for the G-8 summit planned in Sochi, recalled its 
ambassador to Russia, cancelled any Canadian represen-
tation at the Paralympic Games and was reviewing all 
planned bilateral interaction with Russia.

On the occasion of the Russian takeover of Crimea in 
February, the UCC strongly condemned the Russian mili-

During their meeting on May 8, Prime Minister Stephen Harper and Patriarch Sviatoslav Shevchuk (both seen in 
the center), are seen with (from left) the Rev. Peter Galadza of the Sheptytsky Institute; Ambassador for Religious 
Freedom Andrew Bennett; Minister of Employment and Social Development and Minister for Multiculturalism 

Jason Kenney; and Ukrainian Canadian Congress President Paul Grod.

President Petro Poroshenko of Ukraine and Minister Stephen Harper of Canada during their September 17 
meeting in Ottawa.

Canada and Ukraine:
a strong partnership

Official Website of Ukraine’s President
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tary intervention in Ukraine. Paul Grod, who was in 
Ukraine with a Canadian delegation from External Affairs 
at the beginning of March, pointed out that, in exchange 
for giving up its nuclear weapons arsenal in 1994, 
Ukraine had received security and territorial integrity 
guarantees from the United States, the United Kingdom 
and the Russian Federation, the signatories of the 
Budapest Memorandum. Ukraine’s Parliament passed a 
request that the memorandum’s signatories reaffirm 
their commitment to the principles enshrined in the 
political agreement. 

The UCC called upon the international community to 
influence President Putin to cease all actions violating 
Ukraine’s territorial integrity, including political and eco-
nomic pressure, as well as to remind the signatories of 
the 1994 Budapest Memorandum to fulfill their treaty 
obligations to protect the territorial integrity of Ukraine 
from Russian aggression. 

Prime Minister Harper made a one-day visit to 
Ukraine on March 22 to meet and show solidarity with 
acting President Oleksandr Turchynov and interim Prime 
Minister Arseniy Yatsenyuk. Mr. Harper became the first 
G-7 leader to visit Ukraine since Russia invaded Crimea, 
which the prime minister condemned. Mr. Harper said 
that the effect of President Putin’s attempt to impose the 
law of the jungle ought to be to redouble the free world’s 
unwavering fervor and to reinforce the growing diplo-
matic and economic isolation of the regime in place in 
Moscow. He characterized the actions of Russia, whose 
expulsion from the G-8 had been aggressively advocated 
by Canada, as “unacceptable behavior” not seen since 
Germany’s Nazi regime annexed Austria in 1938.

While in Kyiv, Mr. Harper also paid a visit to the 
Maidan, where he laid a wreath as a symbol of Canada’s 
respect for those who had died there. Mr. Harper added 
that he believes the Cold War had never left Mr. Putin’s 
mind. Canada suspended bilateral military activities with 
Russia and announced economic sanctions and travel 
bans against Russian officials and members of the 
Yanukovych regime. Russia responded by imposing travel 
bans on 13 Canadian officials, including UCC President 
Grod. 

Canada pledged more than $220 million toward the 
International Monetary Fund and Prime Minister Harper 
also announced a $775,000 contribution toward a politi-
cal and security-monitoring mission to Ukraine to be led 
by the Organization for Security and Cooperation in 
Europe (OSCE). Ukraine’s Ambassador to Canada Vadym 
Prystaiko suggested that Canada could be a future source 
of natural gas for Ukraine or, at least, help Ukraine 
become energy independent of Russia.

Prime Minister Harper announced on April 23 that 
Canada would be sending up to 500 election observers to 
monitor the May 25 presidential elections in Ukraine – 
both long-term observers (LTOs) and short-term observ-
ers (STOs). They would be deployed through CANEOM 
(Canadian Election Observation Missions) and the OSCE. 

The work of the Canadian observers would be in addition 
to the work being undertaken by the Ukrainian World 
Congress election observer mission. Canadian election 
observers have monitored the last several elections in 
Ukraine. Тhe government of Ukraine has called upon 
Canada and its Ukrainian Canadian community to contin-
ue playing an important role as independent, impartial, 
international election observers during the May elections 
in Ukraine.

On May 8 Patriarch Sviatoslav of the Ukrainian Greek-
Catholic Church (UGCC) met with Prime Minister Harper 
in Ottawa to discuss the crisis in Ukraine. Patriarch 
Sviatoslav told the prime minister that the Russian 
Federation’s aggression had undermined the Church’s 
efforts to maintain calm. “There was no tension between 
Ukrainians and Russians in Ukraine until the Russian 
government annexed Crimea,” he noted. “It is the illegal 
actions of the Russian government – following upon 
years of Kremlin-backed corruption in Kyiv – that have 
brought strife to the country.”

Patriarch Sviatoslav met with Minister of Foreign 
Affairs Baird, to whom he emphasized the danger of 
allowing Russia to disrupt the upcoming presidential 
elections in Ukraine. The patriarch pointed out the situa-
tion of the Ukrainian Greek-Catholic Church which, after 
Joseph Stalin banned the Church in 1946, became the 

largest outlawed religious body in the world. The 
Russians have continuously attempted to destroy the 
Church which has been targeted anew since the Russian 
takeover of Crimea, he said.

On August 7, Prime Minister Harper announced non-
lethal security assistance to Ukraine. Non-kinetic military 
equipment that Ukraine would be able to use to secure 
and protect its eastern border against Russian aggression 
would be supplied. This equipment would provide physi-
cal and medical protection.

On September 17, Ukrainian President Petro 
Poroshenko received a “rock-star-like” welcome when he 
became the second Ukrainian president to address a rare 
joint session of Canada’s Parliament. Mr. Poroshenko was 
accompanied to Canada by his wife, Dr. Maryna 
Poroshenko. Canada’s parliamentarians underscored the 
deep emotional and cultural connections between 
Canada and Ukraine. 

In his welcome address, Prime Minister Harper said 
that, “It is not only history that [binds] us; it is also shared 
values that make Canada and Ukraine an integral part of 
the global family of democracies.” The effusive introduc-
tion by the Canadian prime minister contained a warning 
to President Putin: “We cannot let Putin’s dark and dan-
gerous actions stand, for they have global security impli-
cations,” he said. Mr. Poroshenko pointed out that, “For 
more than two decades we proudly stated that Ukraine 
gained its independence without shedding a single drop 
of blood. Now that is no longer true. Now we are engaged 
in a true battle for our independence.” Mr. Harper, the 
only leader of a G-7 country to attend Mr. Poroshenko’s 
presidential inauguration in June, emphasized that 
“Canada recognizes the sovereignty and territorial integ-
rity of Ukraine.”

Since Russia’s annexation of Crimea in February, the 
Harper government had been a fierce critic of Mr. Putin 
and, on the eve of President Poroshenko’s visit, further 
economic sanctions and travel bans were announced. 
Foreign Affairs Minister Baird called Mr. Putin “a bully.” 
The UCC called on Canada and other member countries 
of NATO to arm Ukraine against Russian aggression, 
although President Barack Obama’s administration 
declined to include weapons in its $53 million aid pack-
age for Ukraine. 

In his address to the Canadian Parliament, Mr. 
Poroshenko underscored that Ukraine requires “sophisti-
cated and state-of-the-art” assistance to defend itself. He 
added that “those who were equipped, trained and 
financed by Russia, shot down Malaysia Airlines Flight 17 
in July, which killed 298 passengers and crew.”

Mr. Poroshenko conveyed a desire for Ukraine to gain 
the status of a Major Non-NATO Ally and expressed hope 
that a Ukraine-Canada free trade agreement would soon 
become a reality. Mr. Poroshenko also told the CBC that 
he is also seeking Canadian petroleum to help reduce 
Ukraine’s dependence on Russian energy. On his day-long 

First Lady Maryna Poroshenko and President Petro Poroshenko among Ukrainian Canadians in Ottawa on 
September 17.

All the members of the Canadian government-sponsored election observer mission in Ukraine for the October 26 
parliamentary elections.

Petro Poroshenko/Facebook

Bohdan Kolos
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visit, President Poroshenko and Prime Minister Harper 
signed a $200 million (about $183 million U.S.) stabiliza-
tion loan to Ukraine. 

On November 26, Minister of National Defense Rob 
Nicholson announced an additional $11 million in aid to 
Ukraine’s armed forces. “These contributions are a clear 
demonstration of our support for the people of Ukraine, 
and their pursuit of a secure and stable future,” he said. 
The new assistance included: protective gear, cold weath-
er gear, ordinance disposal equipment, communications 
equipment, night and thermal vision equipment and bin-
oculars, medical training, as well as a mobile field hospi-
tal. “As Ukraine continues to face invasion by the Russian 
Federation, this gear will increase the effectiveness of 
Ukraine’s military,” commented the UCC’s Mr. Grod. 

In November, a specialized team of Canadian health 
professionals returned home after completing a medical 
mission in Ukraine during which, working alongside 
Ukrainian doctors and nurses, they performed recon-
structive complex surgical procedures on victims of the 
Euro-Maidan movement and Russia’s invasion into east-
ern Ukraine. The mission was organized by the Canada 
Ukraine Foundation (CUF) and Operation Rainbow 
Canada, under the patronage of the UCC. 

The medical team of 25 professionals was assembled 
from across Canada and was composed entirely of volun-
teers. It included surgeons, anaesthetists and nurses. 
Over 60 patients from across Ukraine, with complex post-
traumatic defects and deformities, were seen in consulta-
tion; a total of 37 reconstructive procedures were per-
formed on 30 patients. Most defects and deformities 
resulted from explosive blast wounds and high-velocity 
missile wounds. The surgical procedures were complex, 
technically demanding, and time-consuming, some last-
ing for as many as seven hours. 

The medical mission spanned 10 days (including trav-
el), November 6-16. Funding for the mission came from 
“United for Ukraine,” a gala fund-raiser organized by CUF 
with the attendance of Prime Minister Harper. More than 
1,200 people attended and $200,000 was raised. Stryker 
Canada awarded the mission a grant for virtually all sur-
gical hardware and implant materials for the medical 
procedures. Operation Rainbow Canada provided guid-
ance in terms of planning a mission of this scale. There 
was a large number of sponsorships from corporations, 
family foundations, banks and credit unions. 

Dr. Oleh Antonyshyn, who headed the mission, said: 
“This mission was groundbreaking in terms of the collab-
oration between medical professionals in Ukraine and 
Canada. It has allowed us to establish critical relations 
with medical professionals and health administrators in 
Ukraine, and provides a foundation for future collabora-
tions in health delivery and surgical education.”

In September, diplomat Roman Waschuk, a Canadian 
Ukrainian, was appointed as the country’s ambassador to 
Ukraine. Mr. Waschuk began his diplomatic career in 
1987 as second secretary in Moscow and subsequently 
served in Kyiv and Berlin. Mr. Waschuk has also been 
deputy director and director of several policy setting divi-
sions in the Department of External Affairs. His previous 
posting, in 2011, was as ambassador to Serbia. In 
Ukraine, Mr. Waschuk replaced Canada’s Troy Lulashnyk, 
whose family traces its roots to the Ternopil region of 
Ukraine. Mr. Waschuk, who was born and grew up in 
Toronto, holds B.A. and M.A. degrees in history from the 
University of Toronto. He was an active member of the 
Canadian Ukrainian community in Toronto and Ottawa 
and continues to take part in activities of Plast Ukrainian 
Scouting Organization whenever this is possible. 

Another noteworthy development in the realm of 
Canada-Ukraine relations came on May 30 when Prime 
Minister Harper spoke at the Tribute to Liberty dinner, 
devoting much attention to Ukraine. Tribute to Liberty is 
a Canadian charity whose mission is to establish a Canada 
memorial to commemorate the victims of communism. 
After enumerating all the peoples who had come to 
Canada in the 20th century fleeing Communist govern-
ments, Mr. Harper pointed out that, in 1991, Canada was 
the first Western country to recognize a newly indepen-
dent Ukraine. He added that, “there is no Western country 
that has been closer and has had closer ties to Ukraine 
than Canada, and you must know that we are all fiercely 
proud of that.” Although Mr. Harper admitted that he 
could not predict what the future holds for Ukraine, 
Europe or Canada, he reassured the audience that 
Canadians have always supported freedom and democra-
cy for all people and will continue to support Ukraine. 

Ukrainian Churches faced new challenges during 
2014, but new hope too, in the face of Moscow-
orchestrated aggression toward the Ukrainian 

Orthodox Church – Kyiv Patriarchate (UOC-KP) and the 
Ukrainian Greek-Catholic Church (UGCC).

Patriarch Sviatoslav of the UGCC told reporters on January 
13 of a letter from Ukraine’s Ministry of Culture on the termi-
nation of its registration based on its involvement in the 
Euro-Maidan protests. The ministry said the UGCC had vio-
lated the law on freedom of conscience and religious organi-
zations for holding religious activities on Independence 
Square. Patriarch Sviatoslav said that the Church was not 
taking part in political events, but that it could “not stay 
apart when the faithful ask for spiritual care.”

Patriarch Filaret of the UOC-KP on January 21 called on 
President Viktor Yanukovych and the opposition to start 
direct talks. “…The Church calls on the head of state and 
the opposition to immediately start direct and, most 
importantly, fruitful negotiations to achieve a way out of 
the crisis.”  The patriarch reminded both sides of their 
responsibility for the use of force.

Patriarch Sviatoslav and Patriarch Filaret were among 
20 representatives of Ukraine that attended the National 
Prayer Breakfast in Washington on February 6. More than 
3,000 joined President Barack Obama for the event. The 
two Ukrainian Church leaders met with members of 

Congress, organizations and U.S. government officials to 
express their concern with the downturn of events in 
Ukraine under President Yanukovych and the need to sup-
port Ukraine’s Euro-Maidan movement. Patriarch 
Sviatoslav stressed the need for unity among the 
Ukrainian Churches during the crisis.

The UOC-Moscow Patriarchate (UOC-MP) voted on 
February 24 at its Synod to elect Metropolitan Onufriy 
(Berezovsky), titular bishop of Chernivtsi and Bukovyna, to 
the post of locum tenens of the UOC-MP. The new head of 
the Church replaced ailing Metropolitan Volodymyr 
(Sabodan). During a prayer service on Independence Square 
on February 22, leaders of most of the Churches of Ukraine 
were present, except the UOC-MP, which was represented by 
an archpriest. During the Synod, which condemned the 
Ukrainian government’s use of force against protesters in 
Kyiv, the attending clergy promoted unity among the 
Orthodox Churches of Ukraine, including the UOC-KP and 
the Ukrainian Autocephalous Orthodox Church.

An online documentary on the life of Cardinal Lubomyr 
Husar had launched its fund-raising project, with filming 
set to being in April. At the time, they had collected 
$2,310. Filming locations included Italy, Ukraine, Germany, 
North America and Austria. The film was released on 
August 24, 2014, with the online documentary including 
more in-depth material.

The UOC-KP launched “Support the Ukrainian Army” ini-
tiative on March 15 with an opening donation of $50,000 to 
Ukraine’s Ministry of Defense. Patriarch Filaret said that 
among the military units are priests and bishops who are 
trying to “lift up the mood and spirit of the military.”

Ukrainian Orthodox Patriarch Filaret shares his views on current developments in Ukraine during a discussion 
session at the U.S.-Ukraine Foundation in Washington on February 6. Seated next to him are Ihor Gawdiak of the 

Ukrainian American Coordinating Council (right) and interpreter Peter Voitsekhovsky (left). 

Patriarch Sviatoslav of the Ukrainian Greek-Catholic Church blesses the patriarchal cathedral’s largest bell on 
April 7 in Kyiv. 

Yaro Bihun

UGCC Information Service
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The UOC-KP faithful in Crimea – estimated to number 
220,000 – had been served by 15 priests in 20 churches. 
Many of the priests and faithful had fled the peninsula 
prior to the Russian annexation because the Church had 
not conformed with Russian laws.  UOC-MP priests, 
accompanied by Russian soldiers, would force UOC-KP 
Churches to close or take them over. Crimean Tatars, who 
are also under threat from the Moscow authorities, 
offered that the UOC-KP could hold services in their 
mosques.

Patriarch Sviatoslav enthroned Bishop Vasyl Ivasiuk, 
former exarch of Odesa-Crimea, as the new eparch of 
Kolomyia-Chernivtsi on March 22 in Kolomyia, Ivano-
Frankivsk Oblast. Services were held at the Cathedral of 
the Presentation of Christ.

Pope Francis approved the creation of a new exarchate 
in Kharkiv for the UGCC, as announced by the Vatican on 
April 2. Previously the Kharkiv, Sumy and Poltava regions 
were under the Donetsk Exarchate, which includes 
Donetsk, Zaporizhzhia, Dniropetrovsk and Luhansk. 
Bishop Vasyl Tuchapets was appointed as exarch of 
Kharkiv. Bishop Stepan Menyok is exarch of Donetsk. The 
Vatican also approved on May 12 the creation of a UGCC 
Metropolitanate in Brazil, with the seat in Curitiba and the 
elevation of the Eparchy of St. John the Baptist in Brazil to 
an archeparchy. Bishop Volymyr Kovbych was named the 
first archbishop-metropolitan. Pope Francis’s announce-
ment also included the creation of the Eparchy of the 
Immaculate Conception in Prudentopolis, with Bishop 
Myron Mazur as its head. 

Patriarch Sviatoslav blessed the largest bell of the 
Patriarchal Cathedral of the Resurrection of Christ in Kyiv on 
April 7, on the feast of the Annunciation of the Virgin Mary. 
The bell, which weighs nearly four tons, bears the name of 
the Archangel Michael. The bell was made by the Royal 
Dutch belfry thanks to donations from around the world.

The annual St. Thomas Sunday Pilgrimage known as 
Providna Nedillia attracted thousands to the Metropolia 
Center of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the U.S.A. 
(UOC-U.S.A.) in South Bound Brook, N.J., on April 26-27. 
During an outdoor prayer service following Sunday’s 
divine liturgy, Metropolitan  Antony and Bishop Daniel led 
prayers at the Memorial Cross in St. Andrew Cemetery for 
the repose of the victims of Chornobyl, those who lost 
their lives during the Euro-Maidan protests, those killed in 
the Holodomor of 1932-1933, as well as all who served in 
the armed forces of Ukraine and the U.S.A. 

The death on July 5 of Metropolitan Volodymyr of the 
UOC-MP at the age of 78 was seen as a failure of Moscow 
Patriarch Kirill in Ukraine.  The passing of the longtime head 
of the UOC-MP since 1992, who twice was almost elected 
Patriarch of Russia, was seen as the death of Moscow’s influ-
ence in Ukraine and across the post-Soviet space. President 
Poroshenko commented during the memorial service in 
Kyiv, “Ukraine has lost a great Ukrainian citizen.”

Patriarch Filaret commented on August 4 that the 
Russian Orthodox Church (ROC) was helping the terror-
ists in Donbas. The patriarch stated: “We are not the 
aggressors, we have not attacked Moscow and Russia, and 
Russia sent its weapons to Ukraine, Russia invaded our 
land – Crimea, although Russia was a guarantor of the 

inviolability of Ukrainian territory… But the truth is on our 
side, and God is with us.”

The Rev. Dr. Ivan Kaszczak released a book titled 
“Metropolitan Andrei Sheptytsky and the Establishment 
of the Ukrainian Catholic Church in the United States” in 
late 2013, and its release was noted in 2014 in a book note 
published on August 31. The book chronicles the develop-
ment of the Church from its beginnings in North America, 
later under the leadership of Bishop Soter Stephen 
Ortynsky, concluding with the Church under Bishops 
Constantine Bohachevsky and Basil Tkach. It was original-
ly written as a masters’ degree thesis when the Rev. 
Kaszczak was studying at Oblate College in Washington.

The Rev. Bohdan Danylo was appointed on August 7 by 
Pope Francis as bishop of the St. Josaphat Ukrainian 
Catholic Eparchy in Parma, Ohio. Born in Poland, where he 
studied, he moved to the United States where he studied 
at the Catholic University of Washington. He was ordained 
a priest in 1996 and served as vice-rector of the St. Basil 
Seminary in Stamford, Conn. He was consecrated as bish-
op by Patriarch Sviatoslav, who was joined by Bishops 
John Bura and Paul Chomnycky on November 4 in Parma. 
Bishop Bura, who was apostolic administrator for the St. 
Josaphat Eparchy, was selected to serve as auxiliary bish-
op of the Ukrainian Catholic Archeparchy of Philadelphia, 
with a residence at St. Josaphat Ukrainian Catholic 
Seminary in Washington. Bishop Bura’s work in 
Washington will include serving as the Ukrainian Catholic 
Church’s ambassador to the U.S. State Department and 
other organizations, both in government and non-govern-
mental areas, relating to the interests and needs of the 
Ukrainian Catholic Church and of the Ukrainian communi-
ty in Ukraine and the U.S.

Bishop Daniel of the UOC-U.S.A., with the help of 

Metropolitan Makariy of the Lviv Archdiocese of the 
Ukrainian Autocephalous Orthodox Church, visited the 
Military Medical Clinic Center of the Western Region in 
Lviv in August. During his visit, the bishop met with Col. 
Ivan Hayda, director of the facility and one of the chief 
physicians. The center had 400 wounded soldiers at the 
time, but was in need of modern medical equipment. An 
initiative by the UOC-U.S.A. with support from the U.S. 
community had raised $100,000 to aid Ukrainian refugees 
and wounded soldiers, and to assist families of fallen 
heroes of the Maidan.

The UGCC, during its Synod on Briukhovychi, near Lviv, 
on September 7-14, released a statement calling the 
world’s attention to the crisis in Ukraine. Russian intimi-
dation and military force, the Kremlin propaganda 
machine, the shock after the downing of Malaysia Flight 
17 was more evidence of Russian tactics. “Stop the blood-
shed in Ukraine!” the statement appealed. The statement 
continued: “Today, silence or inaction, reluctance to recog-
nize the gravity of the situation that has arisen in our 
country cannot only turn everyone into a mute or indiffer-
ent witness, but also into an accomplice of the sin of mur-
der which cries to heaven for justice as the Scripture says: 
‘What have you done? The voice of your brother’s blood is 
crying to me from the ground’ (Genesis 4:10).” 

The Ukrainian Catholic University (UCU) and the 
Ukrainian Catholic Education Foundation (UCEF) launched 
the $65.5 million Comprehensive Campaign to complete 
the university’s campus in Stryisky Park in Lviv. Fund-
raising for “A New Generation for a  New Ukraine” began its 
efforts on November 1 in Toronto, followed by stops in 
New York, Cleveland, Montreal, Chicago, Calgary, London 
and Kyiv. The initiative had already collected 70 percent of 
the target amount at more than $45 million. The UCU was 
able to complete its new Multi-Purpose Academic Building 
and a state-of-the-art residential college (Collegium) with 
new housing, a dining hall, faculty offices and lecture halls 
for students, faculty and resident advisers.

The hierarchs of the Permanent Conference of 
Ukrainian Orthodox Bishops Beyond the Borders of 
Ukraine met at their annual meeting on September 9-11 
in Clearwater, Fla. Metropolitan Antony and Bishop Daniel 
of the UOC-U.S.A. hosted the event, and joining them were 
Metropolitan Yuriy, Bishop Ilarion and Bishop Andriy of 
the Ukrainian Orthodox Church in Canada (UOCC). The 
crisis in Ukraine, as well as threats to all Ukrainian 
Orthodox Christians who live outside their ancestral 
homeland, were major topics of discussion. The hierarchs 
affirmed their commitment to unity among the Ukrainian 
Orthodox jurisdictions, as well as called on the faithful to 
eliminate distractions from attending divine liturgy.

St. John the Baptist Ukrainian Catholic Church in Fall 
River, Mass., celebrated the parish’s centennial on October 
5 with a divine liturgy celebrated by Bishop Chomnycky. A 
celebratory banquet was held at nearby Magoni’s 
Restaurant. Founded by Ukrainians from the Austro-
Hungarian region of Ukraine, the parish has continued to 
function even as parishioner numbers have fallen. 

Bishop Daniel censes around the Memorial Cross at St. Andrew Cemetery on April 27 during commemorative 
prayers of the St. Thomas Sunday Pilgrimage in South Bound Brook, N.J. 

Parishioners with Bishop Paul Chomnycky and Msgr. Roman Golemba at the conclusion of the divine liturgy cele-
brating the centennial of St. John the Baptist Ukrainian Catholic Church in Fall River, Mass., on October 5.

Sofia Kaczor
“2014: The Year in Review” continues in next week’s 

issue.
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Ukrainians in the U.S. were active in advocacy events, 
protests, commemorations and various other 
actions largely focused on the developments in 

Ukraine.
The year 2014 began with a meeting that was orga-

nized on January 2 by the Ukrainian National Association 
with Sen. Robert Menendez (D-N.J.), chairman of the 
Senate Foreign Relations Committee, at his office in 
Newark, N.J., to express to the senator the ongoing con-
cerns of Ukrainian Americans who reside in New Jersey in 
light of the widespread Euro-Maidan protests in Kyiv and 
throughout Ukraine. Sen. Menendez stated: “We stand 
with the citizens of Ukraine who meet in Kyiv’s Maidan 
Square seeking their human rights and dignity.” 

Presentations were made by Prof. Alexander Motyl, as 
well as by Myroslaw Smorodsky and Victor Rud of the 
Ukrainian American Bar Association. Tamara Olexy, presi-
dent of the Ukrainian Congress Committee of America, 
urged U.S. government sanctions against the corrupt 
Ukrainian government officials, as well as against Russia 
for its involvement and economic aggression toward 
Ukraine. Sen. Menendez promised to raise the issue at the 
Senate Foreign Relations Committee in Washington and 
pushed for Magnitsky Act-type legislation targeting 
Ukrainian and Russian government officials.

Similar meetings were held with: Sen. Chris Murphy 
(R-Conn.) at St. Michael Ukrainian Catholic Church in New 
Haven, Conn., on March 1. A town hall meeting with the 
senator was held at the Ukrainian National Home in 
Willimantic, Conn. Also in attendance were Sen. Richard 
Blumenthal (D-Conn.), Rep. Joe Courtney (D-Conn.), and 
State Rep. Susan Johnson (D). Memorial services were 
held at Ukrainian churches across Connecticut on 
February 23 and March 2, with various state and federal 
representatives in attendance. 

Demonstrations in the U.S. in support of the Euro-
Maidan protests in Ukraine were held on January 26 in 
New York, Washington and Austin, Tex. Other protests 
were held on February 2 in Washington near the White 
House, and more than 100 people gathered in New York’s 
Columbus Circle on February 16 for a recreation of piano 
performances during the Euro-Maidan protests on 
Independence Square in Kyiv. Religious, political and com-
munity leaders convened in New York on February 23 in 
support of the Euro-Maidan protests in Ukraine. Leading 
participants included: Dania Lawro of the Ukrainian 
American Youth Association branch in New York; Rabbi 
Yaakov Bleich, chief rabbi of Kyiv and Ukraine; Ms. Olexy, 
president of the UCCA; Rep. Carolyn Maloney (D-N.Y.); and 
Tom Birchard, owner of the Veselka Restaurant. Following 
the violence that erupted at the Euro-Maidan protests in 
Kyiv in late February, Ukrainians in the U.S. mobilized for 
demonstrations in Washington at the Russian Embassy 
and in Cleveland on February 21 with a 250-car Auto-
Maidan and a protest at the Cleveland City Hall that 
attracted 400 protesters.

Heavyweight boxing world champion Wladimir 
Klitschko met with Ukrainians in New York at the Ukrainian 
National Home on February 3 at an event organized by the 
Ukrainian Congress Committee of America. Calling atten-
tion to the Euro-Maidan protests in Ukraine, thanking the 
diaspora Ukrainian community for its support, and the 
need for more action, Mr. Klitschko later joined a flashmob 
outside the venue for the singing of the Ukrainian national 
anthem and photos with fans. Presentations were made by 
the Razom organization, as well as UCCA leaders, who 
stressed the importance of each person’s actions to call 
attention to the plight of the people of Ukraine.

Ukrainians and their supporters took to social media 
messaging service Twitter to digitally bombard subscrib-
ers with targeted messages to specific media and high-
profile recipients, with Twitter “storms” occurring on 
January 20 and 27 worldwide. The effort, known as Digital 
Miadan, gained momentum following the initial Twitter 
storms. Leading the effort were: Lara Chelak, Andrea 
Chalupa, Alexandra Chalupa, Constatin Kostenko and oth-
ers. The Digital Maidan also highlighted the Internet and 
social media as the most popular means for Ukraine’s citi-
zens to get the latest news. 

The New Jersey Ukrainian community met with Rep. Bill 
Pascrell (D-N.J.) on February 21 at his office in Paterson, 
N.J. Representatives from Clifton and Passaic were in atten-
dance who learned of Rep. Pascrell’s support of HR 447 
that would sanction the Ukrainian government officials 

responsible for violence against the Euro-Maidan protest-
ers as well as those officials responsible for the unrest.

More than 2,000 protesters – who arrived by busload 
from Chicago, Detroit, Cleveland, Pittsburgh, Philadelphia, 
Boston, New York, New Jersey, Maryland and Connecticut 
– gathered in front of the White House in Washington on 
March 6 to protest the Russian invasion of Crimea and 
President Vladimir Putin’s violation of international laws. 
The protest was organized by the UCCA, with support 
from Crimean Tatars, Poles, Estonians, Lithuanians, 
Latvians, Circassians, Turks, Hungarians, Czechs, Slovaks 
and Georgians. The event featured songs of protest, 
prayers by Orthodox and Catholic Church leaders, and 
remarks by former ambassadors, political analysts and 
community activists as well as politicians. After two hours 
in front of the White House, the protest moved to the 
Russian Embassy for another hour.

Ukrainian Americans in New Britain, Conn., picketed at 
Central Connecticut State University on March 5 to demand 
that President Barack Obama defend Ukraine and impose 
sanctions on Russia for its unlawful invasion of Crimea. 

On March 15 Ukrainians in the Albany area protested at 
the local Lukoil gas stations, to remind consumers that 
Lukoil revenue is funding Russian terrorism in Ukraine. 
Protests were held in Albany, Watervliet and Schenectady, 
N.Y., and received support from passers-by. In 
Philadelphia, similar protests were held at Lukoil gas sta-
tions on March 15, with protesters shouting, “Lukoil sup-
ports Putin’s war effort, don’t buy Russian gas!”

The United Ukrainian American Relief Committee, in 
coordination with the Embassy of Ukraine in the U.S., col-
lected funds for the National Guard and Ukrainian Army, 
as well as their families. Funds were collected with coop-
eration from the Ukrainian American credit unions based 
in Chicago, New York, Philadelphia and New England, as 
well as MB Financial Bank (Chicago and Philadelphia). 
Funds were also collected for the victims and their fami-
lies of those killed during the Euro-Maidan protests.

Rep. Rodney Frelinghuysen (R-N.J.) met on March 20 
with Ukrainian American constituents, and leaders of area 
Ukrainian organizations – including the Ukrainian 
Congress Committee of America, Ukrainian National 
Association, Ukrainian American Youth Association, Plast 
Ukrainian Scouting Organization – at the Ukrainian 
American Cultural Center of New Jersey in Whippany. Rep 
Frelinghuysen, who chairs the Defense Subcommittee of 
the House Committee on Appropriations, soon after wrote 
a letter urging President Obama to designate Ukraine as a 
Major Non-NATO Ally. He added in his letter, “It has been 
said that the West won the Cold War ‘without firing a 
shot.’ History must not record that we lost this confronta-
tion without lifting a finger.” 

A similar meeting was held with Sen. Charles Schumer 
(D-N.Y.) on February 28 in his New York office, at the 
request of the UCCA, to discuss the crisis in Ukraine. The 
Ukrainian community urged that the U.S. boycott the G-8 
summit that was to be held in Sochi, Russia, as well as the 
expansion of the Magnitsky Act to include Russian officials 
who support Russia’s actions in Ukraine, in addition to 
suspending the Russian Federation from the World Trade 
Organization and the Organization for the Security and 

Cooperation in Europe. Sen. Schumer said that Ukraine 
needed diplomatic and economic assistance, but did not 
mention anything on the military front to deter Russian 
aggression.

The Ukrainian community in Parma, Ohio, hosted a 
Maidan benefit concert on March 15. More than 700 peo-
ple attended the concert at St. Andrew Ukrainian Catholic 
Church that featured the Ukrainian Bandurist Chorus 
(UBC), the Zorya Female Vocal Ensemble and the Bayda 
Quartet. Co-sponsored by the Cleveland Maidan 
Committee and the United Ukrainian Organizations of 
Ohio, along with participants from 50 Ukrainian organiza-
tions in northern Ohio, the concert was also viewed live 
via a live web broadcast on the UBC’s YouTube channel. 
The evening raised nearly $100,000 for assistance to fami-
lies affected by the Euro-Maidan protests. Bishop John 
Bura of the Ukrainian Catholic Eparchy of St. Josaphat in 
Parma led 12 priests of various denominations in a prayer 
service to commemorate the Heavenly Brigade victims. 

On March 30, the Ukrainian community of New Haven 
met with Sen. Blumenthal at St. Michael Ukrainian 
Catholic Church hall. Topics included foreign policy in light 
of events in Ukraine, aid for Ukraine, sanctions against 
Russia, as well as U.S-Russia relations. Similarly, on March 
1 the community met with Sen. Murphy, and with Rep. 
Rosa DeLauro on March 9. Sen. Blumenthal and New 
Haven Mayor Toni Harp attended a requiem service at St. 
Michael Ukrainian Catholic Church on February 23 in 
honor of the fallen heroes of Ukraine.

The election observer missions that had been orga-
nized by the UCCA were in full swing again for the planned 
presidential election on May 25. The UCCA has sent elec-
tion observers to Ukraine since 1991, with the goal of 
ensuring fair and free elections through the reporting of 
election irregularities and violations. On May 5 a team 
from the UCCA’s observer mission, including long-term 
observer Reno Domenico, met with members of Ukraine’s 
Central Election Commission. Security issues were dis-
cussed, especially procedures for short-term observers 
and changes to election laws. As of May 7, the CEC regis-
tered 114 UCCA observers, with an additional 90 observ-
ers who were awaiting accreditation.

On May 20 Andrew Futey, vice-president of UCCA and co-
chair of the UCCA International Election Observation 
Mission (IEOM), met with Prime Minister Arseniy 
Yatsenyuk. Mr. Futey was joined by representatives of the 
Ukrainian World Congress and its IEOM, which was chaired 
by Judge Bohdan Futey. By the time of the meeting, the 
number of UCCA election observers had grown to 222. The 
prime minister was briefed on recent work in Washington, 
through the Ukrainian National Information Service (UNIS). 
The prime minister expressed thanks for these efforts and 
reported on the efforts of law enforcement to provide 
security for the elections throughout Ukraine.

On May 12-20 the UCCA conducted a civic education 
program, “Electing the New Ukrainian President,” in a 
town-hall style that was broadcast to oblast radio stations 
in seven cities of eastern and southern Ukraine – 
Chernihiv, Kharkiv, Poltava, Kirovohrad, Dnipropetrovsk, 
Zaporizhia and Odesa. More than 7 million listeners tuned 
in to hear the hour-long programs. Candidate Andrii 

Ukrainians in the U.S.:
advocates for Ukraine

Members of the Ukrainian diaspora march in Washington on May 3 in protest against Russian aggression in Ukraine. 
Paul Hadzewycz
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Hrynenko and representatives of candidates for Olha 
Bohomolets, Yurii Boiko, Anatoliy Hrytsenko, Dmytro 
Yarosh, Vasyl Kuibida, Mykola Mlomuzh, Petro 
Poroshenko, Oleh Tiahnybok, Sergey Tigipko and Yulia 
Tymoshenko took part. Financial support was provided by 
the National Endowment for Democracy and additional 
support came from the U.S. Embassy in Ukraine.

On May 26, the UCCA released its preliminary observa-
tions, stating, “the May 25 elections met international 
standards for free and fair elections and accurately reflect 
the will of the Ukrainian electorate.” Despite minor infrac-
tions in a few instances, the “voting process was conduct-
ed in a peaceful and transparent and democratic manner.” 
UCCA election observers were deployed to 600 polling 
stations across the Cherkasy, Dnipropetrovsk, Ivano-
Frankivsk, Kharkiv, Kherson, Kyiv, Lviv, Mykolaiv, Odesa, 
Poltava, Sumy, Zakarpattia, Zaporizhia and Zhytomyr 
oblasts, as well as at Ukraine’s diplomatic posts in the U.S.

In the east of Ukraine, the UCCA statement condemned 
the Soviet-style methods used by Russian-backed mili-
tants, but applauded the efforts of residents of Donetsk 
and Luhansk oblasts, as well as the thousands of Crimean 
residents, including Crimean Tatars, who cast ballots in 
the presidential election. The efforts of the CEC and the 
Ukrainian government to ensure that the elections took 
place were noted.

Ms. Olexy recalled her experience as an election 
observer and as co-chair of the IEOM for UCCA. With 
Independence Square still scarred by the remnants of the 
Euro-Maidan events and the images of the fallen heroes of 
Ukraine as a backdrop for an election, this time was differ-
ent, she said. The potential for trouble was everywhere 
and it was real, but so was the potential for change in a 
country that had enough of the status quo. However, 
Ukrainians held the presidential elections in a peaceful 
and democratic manner in the face of Russian aggression 
– and determined a president in the first round. Ms. Olexy 
cited the work of the CEC, the government of Ukraine and 
the election observers who worked to ensure the triumph 
of democracy.

Detroit-area Ukrainians met with Sen. Debbie 
Stabenow (D-Mich.) on March 18 at her Detroit office to 
discuss the situation in Ukraine. Sen. Stabenow listened to 
the community’s concerns and recommendations for a 
plan of action by the U.S. government. On March 9, 
Ukrainians of New Haven met with Rep. DeLauro at St. 
Michael Ukrainian Catholic Church, and urged the con-
gresswoman to support tougher sanctions against the 
Russian government and its leading oligarchs who sup-
port Russian aggression in Ukraine.

The Ukrainian American Bar Association (UABA) 
released a statement on April 9 urging immediate military 
assistance to Ukraine by the U.S. and NATO allies. Items 

that were recommended for shipment to Ukraine included 
anti-tank and anti-aircraft equipment, border control 
equipment, communications gear, mine-clearing equip-
ment vehicles, ammunition, fuel and medical gear. “Shame 
on the U.S. for being fooled once, by believing that Russia 
did not have designs on Crimea,” and “we should not allow 
Russia to fool us again with respect to its subordination or 
invasion of the rest of Ukraine.” In the volatile climate of 
international terrorism, the UABA underscored that the 
U.S. cannot appear to be weak, even temporarily, as 
Russian aggression threatens U.S. national security and 
the lack of response threatens U.S. credibility.

Sen. Benjamin Cardin (D-Md.), chairman of the U.S. 
Helsinki Commission and a senior member of the Senate 
Foreign Relations Committee, met with Ukrainian 
Americans from Maryland on April 14 in Washington to 
discuss the situation in Ukraine. Community members 
called for continued humanitarian support, tougher sanc-
tions against the Russian aggressor and its oligarchs, the 
need for energy diversification in Ukraine, as well as mili-
tary support for Ukraine’s defensive capabilities. The sen-
ator said he supported non-lethal assistance for Ukraine’s 
military and focused on ensuring the transparency and 
fairness of the upcoming presidential election on May 25. 

The Shevchenko Scientific Society in New York hosted a 
Razom roundtable on April 5 to discuss the role of 
Ukrainians beyond the borders of Ukraine during the crisis. 
Razom was formed just a few months prior, at the end of 
2013, after its president, Lyuba Shipovich, and future mem-
bers had met at protests across the East Coast. The organi-
zation has grown to include a global network of volunteers 
engaged in fund-raising, media campaigning, investigating 
corrupt activities, as well as working with government 
representatives and human rights organizations.

On April 15 Rep. Chris Gibson (R-N.Y.) met with constit-
uents at Holy Trinity Ukrainian Catholic Church in 
Kerhonkson, N.Y. More than 50 members of the communi-
ty discussed the situation in Ukraine and how the U.S. can 
deter Russian aggression with sanctions and military aid. 
Concerns were also voiced for the persecution of the 
Catholic faith in Crimea and eastern Ukraine by Russia.

Ukrainians converged in solidarity on May 3 at the 
White House in Washington for the “World united in sup-
port of Ukraine” rally. Speakers included journalist 
Myroslava Gongadze, George Pazuniak of the UABA, Dr. 
Christine Hoshovsky of the Rochester Ukrainian Group, 
Orest Deychakiwsky of the U.S. Commission on 
Organization on Security and Cooperation in Europe. The 
rally continued with a march to the Lincoln Memorial, 
where participants formed a human “Chain of Unity.” Out 
of this event, the coordinators formed an NGO called 
Ukraine Abroad to serve the Ukrainian American commu-
nity and to promote a free and united Ukraine.

Ukraine’s Embassy in the U.S. hosted a roundtable 
meeting on how to help Ukraine on June 16 in 
Washington. Ambassador Olexander Motsyk stressed the 
need for: 1) getting political, financial, military, expert and 
humanitarian assistance; 2) initiating sanctions to stop 
Russian aggression; 3) promoting international coopera-
tion in the area of trade and investment; and 4) helping to 
bring about reform in Ukraine’s social-economic sectors 
and its integration into Europe with the help of interna-
tional organizations. UNIS Director Michael Sawkiw Jr. 
stressed the need to be precise and to prioritize, with mili-
tary aid and defense programs. Nadia Diuk of the National 
Endowment for Democracy highlighted the need to identi-
fy short- and long-term goals. Many of these ideas, added 
Ms. Olexy of the UCCA, could be used in the approaching 
Ukrainian Days advocacy event in Washington that was 
held on July 16. 

Sen. Menendez met with Ukrainian pop star and Euro-
Maidan stalwart Ruslana at his Newark office to recognize 
her work during the protests in Kyiv and to confer with 
New Jersey Ukrainian Americans in learning more about 
the community’s concerns. In attendance were Walter 
Zarycky of the Center for U.S.-Ukraine Relations, Roma 
Lisovich, treasurer of the UNA; Yuriy Symczyk, UNA frater-
nal coordinator; Ms. Olexy, president of UCCA; and Michael 
Koziupa of Selfreliance Ukrainian American Federal Credit 
Union in Whippany, N.J. The representatives argued for 
greater humanitarian assistance, as well as military aid for 
Ukraine. Sen. Menendez explained the difficulties these 
efforts are meeting in Washington.

Following the downing of Malaysia Airlines Flight 17 by 
Russian-backed militants in eastern Ukraine, protests 
erupted in reaction to the disaster that claimed 298 lives. 
On July 17 Prof. Serhii Plokhii of Harvard University spoke 
as a guest on the WBZ Radio program with Dan Rea. Dr. 
Plokhii stated: “It is clear that the Malaysian plane was shot 
down by a Buk missile released by pro-Russia terrorists in 
eastern Ukraine, and that there were at least three Russian 
advisors with them. Ukrainian President Petro Poroshenko 
has said that he has the names of the three and he would 
not do so if he was not sure of his information.” The follow-
ing day, on July 18, the community gathered on Boston 
Common for a two-hour long silent candlelight vigil to 
mourn the victims. On July 20, the Boston branch of the 
UCCA requested requiem services to be held across 
Massachusetts and Rhode Island for the MH17 victims and 
for all victims of the latest Russian aggression in Ukraine.

In Pittsburgh, Prof. Adriana Helbig on July 21 declared a 
week-long hunger strike to call attention to the events in 
Ukraine. In Philadelphia on July 18, Ukrainians took to the 
streets with Ukrainian flags and placards as they demon-
strated on Benjamin Franklin Parkway. While in 
Washington, Ukrainian Americans gathered at the Embassy 
of the Netherlands to offer solidarity on July 18 with flow-
ers, candles and cards left at the Embassy. One card by 
“Iryna” simply stated, “Ukraine mourns with Holland.”

In an effort to secure more defensive aid for Ukraine, 
co-chairs of the Congressional Ukrainian Caucus, Reps. Jim 
Gerlach (R-Pa.), Sander Levin (D-Mich.) and Marcy Kaptur 
(D-Ohio), introduced H.R. 5190, the Ukraine Security 
Assistance Act, on July 24. The bill authorized the presi-
dent to assess Ukraine’s military, intelligence and security 
needs, and provide adequate and necessary assistance in 
protect Ukrainian democracy and sovereignty. The legisla-
tion was supported by the UCCA, the U.S.-Ukraine 
Business Council and the Ukrainian Federation of 
America. Mr. Sawkiw, director of UNIS, added, 
“Furthermore, the UCCA urges the United States to impose 
harsher sectoral sanctions on Russia, and for President 
Barack Obama, as leader of the democratic free world, to 
utilize all of his effforts to persuade the leadership of 
Europe to match U.S. resolve.”

The UCCA urged Ukrainians in the U.S. to press the U.S. 
government to grant Ukraine Major Non-NATO Ally 
(MNNA) status during its efforts to support Ukraine in its 
conflict with Russia. President Petro Poroshenko made the 
request for MNNA status while speaking live on CNN on 
July 21. The military and financial advantages of Ukraine 
be granted MNNA status would expedite the lease of mili-
tary equipment through U.S. funding, anti-terrorism coop-
eration, exemption from the U.S. Arms Export Control Act, 
the purchase of depleted uranium anti-tank munitions, 
priority deliver of military equipment and supplies, the 
basing of Department of Defense reserve stockpiles, coop-
erative research with the DOD, bidding on certain DOD 
contracts, as well as reciprocal training. The MNNA status 
(which 15 countries currently have) does not entail a 
security commitment from the U.S. or NATO, but is a 
means by which the U.S. can assist Ukraine to defend itself.

To manifest the unity of the Ukrainian diaspora with Ukraine, flashmobs were organized in various cities on August 
22, as a lead-in to the 23rd anniversary of the re-establishment of Ukraine’s independence. The flashmobs were the 
initiative of the organization Razom for Ukraine. Seen here are flashmobs in Washington (above) and Wildwood, N.J.

Ihor Fedoriw

Vitaliy Dubil
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With the mobilization of the Ukrainian American com-

munity in response to Russian aggression against Ukraine, 
the UCCA saw signs of expansion and growth, with the July 
25 inclusion of the Ukrainian American Society of Texas 
(UAST) as its latest member organization. The application 
was reviewed by the UCCA Membership Council, and 
approved by the UCCA National Council. Chrystia 
Geremesz, president of UAST, was welcomed as the orga-
nization’s representative on the National Council.

Chicago Ukrainians showed solidarity with Ukraine 
during a vigil held on July 19 at Water Tower, following the 
downing of Malaysia Airlines Flight 17. The Illinois branch 
of the UCCA organized the event, with support from 
Ukraine’s Consul General Andriy Pravednyk in Chicago. 
Protesters called for the designation of Russia as a state 
sponsor of terrorism, and military support from the U.S. 
and NATO to Ukraine to counter the threat to global secu-
rity posed by Russia. Area clergy offered prayers for those 
who lost their lives in the attack on the commercial jetlin-
er. The event received news coverage as well as support 
from the Lithuanian, Latvia and Polish communities.

Ukrainian Americans converged on Washington multi-
ple times in 2014 for the advocacy events called Ukrainian 
Days that were organized by the UCCA in February, July, 
September and November. The participants urged mem-
bers of Congress to support military assistance for Ukraine 
so that the country could defend itself, its territorial integ-
rity, sovereignty and independence. The September install-
ment was held in conjunction with the Central and East 
European Coalition (CEEC), of which the UCCA is a mem-
ber. The Ukrainian National Information Service (UNIS), 
the Washington arm of the UCCA, honored individuals for 
their work with the “Friends of UNIS Award.” The 
September event also coincided with the visit to the U.S. by 
President Poroshenko. Ukrainians were not hopeful that 
the Obama administration would offer military support to 
Ukraine in light of the administration’s refusal to call 
Russia’s actions in Ukraine an invasion. 

The Razom for Ukraine group organized a protest on 
August 31 in Washington at the White House to call for 
stronger sanctions against Russia and for the U.S. to pro-
vide military assistance for Ukraine. A previous protest in 
Washington featured a march from the White House to the 
Lincoln Memorial. 

Flashmobs were also a feature of Ukrainian demonstra-
tions throughout the world, with noteworthy events held 
in Washington and in Wildwood Crest, N.J., on August 22.

In the diaspora’s efforts to assist Ukraine and 
Ukrainians in the aftermath of the Euro-Maidan protests, 
the community in the U.S. assisted 17-year-old Dmytro – a 
victim of rubber bullet sniper fire that forced him to lose 
his right eye. The injury was sustained as Dmytro was urg-
ing his compatriots to stand their ground, but following 
three procedures in Ukraine, a second bullet was found in 
his cheek and nose, while a third bullet was discovered 
lodged in his neck. The Ukrainian Medical Association of 
North America organized three more surgeries in April at 
Detroit’s Kresge Eye Institute that were made possible by 
Dr. Mark Juzych, director of the eye institute. The work by 
the doctors was done pro bono, with Dr. Juzych’s wife, Dr. 
Nadia Juzych, acting as translator for Dmytro and his 
brother Volodya. 

Ukrainian medical professionals were hosted for 10 
days in August 20-30 at Yale University Medical School for 
training in the treatment of trauma and PTSD symptoms. 
Following the Euro-Maidan protests there had been an 
increased need for such programs. Assisting the training 
were Dr. Martha Bojko, Dr. Ulana Suprun, Prof. Steven 
Southwick, as well as the Open World Leadership Center 
and the United Ukrainian American Relief Committee. 
Financial support was organized by Orest Kyzyk through 
KyivStar, the Chopivsky Family Foundation, the Dentons 
law firm in Britain and the New York Chapter of the 
Ukrainian Medical Association of North America. 

Hundreds attended a grand banquet at New York’s 
Waldorf Astoria hotel on September 25, with Prime 
Minister Arseniy Yatsenyuk as the featured speaker. 
President Poroshenko was scheduled to be the keynote 
guest, but the prime minister served in his stead. The eve-
ning was organized by the UCCA as a show of diaspora 
support for Ukraine and the many challenges that 
Ukraine faces. The evening featured remarks by Minister 
of Culture Yevhen Nyshchuk, Vice Prime Minister 
Oleksander Sych, U.S. Ambassador John Herbst, 
Congressman Eliot Engel (D-N.Y.), Eugene Czolij, presi-
dent of the Ukrainian World Congress, as well as local 
Ukrainian Orthodox and Catholic Church leaders. 
Entertainment selections were performed by the Dumka 
Chorus of New York and the national anthems of Ukraine 

and the U.S. were sung by the Dobriansky Brothers.
The UCCA mobilized the Ukrainian American commu-

nity when the U.S. Congress took its recess for mid-term 
elections in November. The community was urged to seize 
the opportunity to speak with their respective representa-
tives in their home states, while the senators and con-
gressmen are available in their home states. Tops on the 
priority list were two pieces of legislation – HR 5190 (S 
2828) “Ukraine Freedom Support Act of 2014” and HR 
5241 (S 2238) “Crimea Annexation Non-Recognition Act.” 

In other major development among Ukrainians in the 
U.S., more than 1,500 people gathered at St. Patrick 
Cathedral in New York on November 22 to mark the 81st 
anniversary of the Holodomor, the genocidal famine of 
1932-1933 in Ukraine. Statements were made by Ms. 
Olexy of UCCA, Metropolitan Antony of the Ukrainian 
Orthodox Church, Bishop Paul Comnycky of the Ukrainian 
Catholic Church, Ukraine’s Ambassador to the U.N. Yuriy 
Sergeyev, and Ukraine’s Consul General in New York, Igor 
Sybiga. Prayers were offered for the repose of the victims 
and had special significance in light of ongoing Russian 
aggression in Ukraine.

Selfreliance New York Federal Credit Union reached a 
milestone after more than six decades in service to the 
Ukrainian American community – it surpassed $1 billion 
in assets. The announcement was delivered by the credit 
union’s president and CEO, Bohdan Kurczak, who noted 
that no other Ukrainian cooperative in the world has 
achieved this milestone, and that out of 6818 credit 
unions only 208 have assets of $1 billion or more. 
Membership had grown by 836 new members to 14,739, 
with deposits grown to $885 .5 million, with an increase 
of over $100 million since 2012. 

The Ukrainian Selfreliance Federal Credit Union 
(USFCU) donated $150,000 to the Ukrainian Educational 
and Cultural Center in Jenkintown, Pa. The funds will be 
paid annually in $50,000 installments that will cover half 
of the center’s $300,000 Capital Improvement Campaign. 
As part of the improvements, the center’s HVAC system 
and water heater will be upgraded. Established in 1952, 
the USFCU has been partnered with the UECC since its 
founding in 1980, with the USFCU donating more than 
$500,000 over more than 30 years.

Another milestone in 2014 was the 30th convention of 
the Ukrainian National Women’s League of America that 
was held in Tarrytown, N.Y., on May 23-26. The convention 
theme, “The Future of the UNWLA is in Our Hands” was 
dedicated to the 200th anniversary of the birth of Taras 
Shevchenko and the 70th anniversary of the organiza-
tion’s magazine Our Life.

Ukrainians in the U.S. also organized the Ukrainian 
Heritage Nights with the New Jersey Devils NHL franchise, 
with the first held on March 8 against the Carolina 
Hurricanes, and again on December 6 against the 
Washington Capitals. The evenings featured Ukrainian 
dance group performances, live musicians and Ukrainian 
recipients of “Hero of the Game” award presentations. 
Even the official organist played Ukrainian melodies dur-
ing the games. A mini-concert was held following each 
night’s performance. 

Besides manifesting deep concern with developments 
in Ukraine, Ukrainian Canadians were active during 2014 
in myriad ways – from book publishing and education to 
museums, and from solemn anniversaries to celebratory 
festivals. Some of the most noteworthy events and devel-
opments are given below in chronological order.

The play “Luba, Simply Luba” was presented with the 
fifth Kobzar Literary Award, during a ceremony at the 
Palais Royale in Toronto on March 5. “Luba, Simply Luba” 
was written by playwright Diane Flacks as a stage presen-
tation for the Ukrainian comedienne Luba Goy. The book 
chronicles the life of one of the best known and successful 
Ukrainian Canadian actors, a 35-year veteran of the CBC’s 
political and cultural satire “Royal Canadian Air Farce,” 
while weaving through it a poignant immigrant story. The 
work was a collaborative effort, written by Ms. Flacks with 
assistance from Ms. Goy and director Andrey Tarasiuk.

The runners-up to the award included: Marsha Forchuk 
Skrypuch’s “Making Bombs for Hitler,” Barbara Sapergia’s 
book “Blood and Salt,” Michael Mucz’s “Baba’s Kitchen 
Medicines” and Erín Moure’s quirky poetic work “The 
Unmentionable.”

The Ukrainian Canadian Civil Liberties Association 
(UCCLA) on March 21 called upon the government of 
Ontario to suspend the sale of alcoholic beverages pro-
duced or exported by the Russian Federation. UCCLA 
Chairman Roman W. Zakaluzny said: “There has been 
worldwide condemnation of the illegal seizure of Ukrainian 
territory by the Russian military and the subsequent occu-
pation and annexation of Crimea by the Russian 
Federation. Until such a time as Russian forces withdraw 
from Ukraine and stop threatening Ukraine’s political inde-
pendence and territorial integrity, we want the LCBO to 
ban all Russian Federation products... we can all do our 
small part to signal a protest against Russian imperialism.”

The second national Ukrainian Teachers of Canada con-
ference was held in Edmonton on May 2-4, in conjunction 
with the 40th anniversary of Ukrainian bilingual education 

Ukrainians in the U.S. converged on Ukraine’s diplomatic posts in four cities – New York, Chicago, San Francisco and 
Washington – on October 26 to cast their votes for Ukraine’s parliamentary elections. At Ukraine’s Embassy in 

Washington, more than 300 voters cast ballots. 

Yaro Bihun

Ukrainians in Canada:
active in diverse fields

“Luba, Simply Luba” by Diane Flacks with Andrew 
Tarasiuk and Luba Goy (Scirocco Drama, J. Gordon 
Shillingford Publishing, Winnipeg, 2013), won the 2014 
Kobzar Literary Award. The presentation of the award 

took place on March 5 in Toronto.
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in Alberta. The conference was organized by the National 
School Council of the UCC with support from Ukrainian 
Language Education Center (ULEC) and several Alberta 
educational institutions. It brought together 81 participants 
from across Canada to address vital issues of Ukrainian lan-
guage and culture education in the 21st century.

In her presentation, ULEC’s acting director and an associ-
ate at the University of Alberta, Dr. Alla Nedashkivska, 
addressed the question of the future of Ukrainian at the 
post-secondary level. Dr. Nedashkivska also organized, with 
graduate students Olena Sivachenko and Oksana Perets, a 
panel discussion on “Digital Technologies, Blended-
Learning and Students’ Motivation: Ukrainian at the Post-
Secondary Level.” Keynote speaker Dr. Olenka Bilash spoke 
on global best practices: “Effective 21st Century Language 
and Culture Learning Strategies.” ULEC participation was 
accompanied by a display of its resource materials including 
the “Nova,” “Tut i Tam” and “Budmo” series.

Josef Zissels is the vice-president of the World Jewish 
Congress and chairman of the Association of Jewish 
Organizations and Communities in Ukraine. He was in 
Toronto in May and was interviewed at the Ukrainian 
Canadian Research and Documentation Center (UCRDC). 
The main theme of his remarks was the change in self 
identity of Jews in independent Ukraine. 

Born in Tashkent, Mr. Zissels lived in Ukraine and in 
1973 made contact with dissident groups in Kyiv and 
Moscow, joining the Ukrainian Helsinki Group in 1978. He 
was arrested and imprisoned twice and was incarcerated 
for a total of six years. In October 1987, Mr. Zissels became 
active with the renewal of Jewish life in Ukraine and 
formed the first Jewish organization there. He told the 
UCRDC that, until 1991, Jews in the USSR were very 

assimilated and considered themselves to be Soviet Jews. 
It was only after 1991 that they started to freely learn 
about traditions and cultural aspects of their lives, and 
began to follow different trajectories of development as 
their countries had received different models to follow. 
Ukraine had received the model of a democratic state. 

Mr. Zissels considered it very important that Jews took 
part in the Maidan. Three perished on the barricades. 
Although there were three or four Jewish leaders who sup-
ported Viktor Yanukovych and who claimed that anti-Semi-
tism was growing, Mr. Zissels maintained this was not true. 
He said that there were a lot of stereotypes of the past, and 
a lot of provocations and propaganda from Russia.

Jews were on the Maidan and they appeared on its 
stage. A rabbi said a prayer for peace. Jewish ensembles, 
artists and writers took part. The open university on the 
Maidan presented lessons on Jewish history and all this 
was very positively received, Mr. Zissels said. Now in 
Ukraine Jews are seen as allies because they took up the 
protests. They now believe that it will be comfortable for 
Jews to live in Ukraine because they do not merely have 
rights since Ukraine is a democratic country, but they 
fought together with fellow citizens to win these rights. 

The Ukrainian Canadian Art Foundation (known by its 
Ukrainian acronym KUMF) in Toronto was established by 
Mykhailo and Yaroslava Szafraniuk, who owned a furni-
ture business and collected art. When they liquidated 
their business, their art collection numbered about 200 
works. In 1975 they established KUMF for which, in 1979, 
they bought a building and donated 120 works of art 
which formed the basis of the KUMF Collection. 

Until 2003, the KUMF gallery received a financial con-
tribution from the Pomich Ukrainy Fund but then financ-

ing of KUMF gallery came to depend on the community. 
When the family sold the building where the gallery was 
located, KUMF had to vacate its premises. KUMF owns a 
permanent collection of over 500 works of art, the majori-
ty of which are works by well-known Ukrainian Canadian 
and Ukrainian American artists. The goal of KUMF has 
always been to foster the development of Ukrainian art. 
KUMF became the best known Ukrainian cultural center 
of arts in Toronto. The KUMF gallery was the only 
Ukrainian gallery in Canada that is committed exclusively 
to visual arts. KUMF relocated in September to a new 
home at the Ukrainian National Federation building, 145 
Evans Ave., Toronto.

August 22 marked the 100th anniversary of Canada’s 
first national internment operations and the 100th anniver-
sary of the War Measures Act. The War Measures Act pro-
vided for the registration or internment of “enemy aliens” – 
persons who had immigrated from countries then at war 
with the British Empire. As most of the 170,000 Ukrainians 
who had arrived in Canada prior to 1914 had held Austro-
Hungarian passports, they became enemy aliens.

Prof. Lubomyr Luciuk, who learned about the intern-
ment operations in 1978, conceived Project CTO (“сто” is 
the Ukrainian word for 100). The Ukrainian Canadian Civil 
Liberties Association (UCCLA) received a grant from the 
Endowment Council of the Canadian First World War 
Internment Recognition Fund for Project CTO – 100 bilin-
gual (English and French) plaques were unveiled across 
the country on August 22 at 11 a.m. local time, creating a 
“wave” of plaque unveilings. It was an entirely volunteer 
effort, with each recipient group largely responsible for its 
own local event. Project CTO plaques were unveiled in 
locations where they will remind all Canadians about 

The Barvinok Ukrainian Dance School of Mississauga, under the artistic direction of Fedir Danylak, performs its crowd-pleasing two-tier Hopak at the closing ceremonies of 
the 18th annual Bloor West Village Toronto Ukrainian Festival, which was held on September 12-14.

Lisa Kruchak

Winnipeg designated a one-block stretch of Aberdeen 
Avenue, between Main Street and the Red River, to be 
named in honor of Taras Shevchenko; the designation 
will be in effect for 200 years. Above, Mayor Sam Katz is 
seen with Ukrainian Canadian activists at the October 

17 naming ceremony.
The plaque marking the centennial of the First National Internment Operations of 1914 features a scene in bas-
relief from an internment camp. To mark the anniversary, 100 such plaques were unveiled nationwide on August 22.
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Canada’s first national internment operations. In Toronto 
alone, home to a huge Ukrainian community, there were 
10 venues where the plaques were unveiled. 

The week of the CTO project, The Ukrainian Weekly 
published an editorial (August 17) bringing attention to 
the project and noting the following salient points: The 
CTO project aimed to educate the people of Canada about 
a little known episode of their history. Many of the intern-
ees’ family members were not aware of the grave injustice 
done to their kin. Thanks to the CTO project, new genera-
tions of Canadians will be informed and will perpetuate 
the memory of those who came before them.

Also, on August 22, Prime Minister Harper issued a state-
ment on the internment: “in remembrance of those interned 
in Canada during the first world war... we look back with 
deep regret on an unjust policy that was implemented indis-
criminately as a form of collective punishment and in viola-
tion of fundamental principles of natural justice, including 
the presumption of innocence. In Canada we acknowledge 
the mistakes of the past, and we learn from them.”

On September 12-14, the 18th annual Bloor West 
Village Toronto Ukrainian Festival served up a long week-
end of non-stop entertainment, food, cultural displays and 
activities for all ages. The festival public was welcomed by 
founder and chair, Jurij Klufas. Visitors enjoyed a lively 
program of song and dance on two stages: the grand 
“Northland Power Festival Stage” and the smaller “Teach 
Me to Dance” stage. 

As usual, there were pavilions throughout the festival 
grounds devoted to various community concerns and 
staffed by their members and supporters. There was also 
a pavilion highlighting tourism and various areas of 
Ukraine. Victor Malarek launched his latest book, a work 
of fiction titled “Orphanage 41.” The Ukrainian Museum of 
Canada hosted the Ukrainian Pavilion, exhibiting artifacts 
from the central Dnipro region in Ukraine. For art lovers, 
there were two exhibitions: “From Ukraine with Music” by 
photographer Orest Dorosh, and a mixed media collection 
by the Ukrainian Association of Visual Artists of Canada.

The 2014 Festival Marshal was Paul Grod, president of 
the Ukrainian Canadian Congress, who rode in an open vin-
tage car with his children. The parade featured more than 
70 entries, including marching bands, a veterans’ color 
guard, floats, historically garbed re-enactors, and 2,000 par-
ticipants. Several politicians, supporters of the Ukrainian 
community, turned up: former Prime Minister John Turner, 
Sen. Raynell Andreychuk, MPs Bernard Trottier and Ted 
Opitz and Provincial MP Yvan Baker. Consul Liudmyla 
Davydovych brought greetings from Ukraine. 

Festival MC Borys Sirsky introduced singing and danc-
ing solos and groups from all over Ontario, as well as from 
Washington, Montreal, Calgary and Philadelphia, topped 
off by Edmonton’s powerhouses: the Ukrainian Shumka 
Dancers and the Viter Choir. The evening’s show was 
headlined by the group from Vinnytsia – TIK, a folk-rock 
band with influences of ska and shanson. Jason Kenney, 
Canada’s minister of employment and social development 
and minister for multiculturalism, joined Messrs Klufas 
and Grod on stage for the closing ceremonies.

In Winnipeg on October 17, a one-block stretch of 
Aberdeen Avenue, between Main Street and the Red River, 
was named in honor of Taras Shevchenko. The designa-
tion will be in effect for 200 years. This initiative was sup-
ported by a special Shevchenko bicentennial committee of 
the Ukrainian Canadian Congress Manitoba Provincial 
Council (UCC-MPC). The chair of the committee was 
Myroslava Pidhirnyj, and Oksana Halkevych Shulakewych 
was the coordinator of the street-naming project. 

On November 19, to mark Holodomor Awareness 
Week, the UCC, the Canada-Ukraine Parliamentary 
Friendship Group and the Embassy of Ukraine in Canada 
held a commemoration of the 81st anniversary of the 
Holodomor. The speakers at the service included Speaker 
of the House of Commons Andrew Scheer, Minister Jason 
Kenney, and MPs James Bezan, Linda Duncan and Chrystia 
Freeland. Ukraine’s Ambassador Vadym Prystaiko also 
addressed the gathering. UCC President Paul Grod spoke 
on behalf of the Ukrainian Canadian community, 
Holodomor survivor Dr. Julia Woychyshyn lit the ceremo-
nial candle, and Michael Hrycak read the names of the vic-
tims from the “Book of Memory.”

On the same day, the League of Ukrainian Canadians 
awarded Sen. Andreychuk with the Mikhnovsky Medal of 
Merit for her contribution towards a universal recognition 
of the Ukrainian Holodomor of 1932-1933 as an act of 
genocide by famine. The Mikhnovsky Medal of Merit is 
awarded to individuals for their service to community and 
humanitarian causes. The award was presented by Orest 
Steciw, president, who said that Sen. Andreychuk had 
been instrumental in initiating the process of Holodomor 
recognition on Parliament Hill. 

For the Ukrainian National Association, 2014 began 
with the announcement in January of the UNA’s 38th 
Regular Convention to be held May 15-18 at the 

Soyuzivka Heritage Center. It was also the year the UNA, 
the world’s oldest and largest Ukrainian fraternal organi-
zation, marked the 120th anniversary of its founding. 

Our readers know this organization as the publisher of 
this newspaper (founded 1933) and our sister publica-
tion, Svoboda (founded 1893). Others know the UNA as 
the owner of the Soyuzivka Heritage Center. Many others 
know the UNA as the provider of solid life insurance, 
endowment and annuity products. Through its charitable 
arm, the Ukrainian National Foundation, the UNA contin-
ues to support the work of the National University of 
Ostroh Academy, student scholarships in North America 
and Ukraine, the press funds of the UNA’s two weekly 
newspapers, as well as many more projects. 

The Almanac of the Ukrainian National Association for 
2014 commemorated the 120th anniversary of the UNA’s 
founding on February 22, 1894, as well as the 200th anni-
versary of the birth of Ukraine’s greatest poet and national 
bard, Taras Shevchenko. Worth noting is the fact that the 
UNA since its founding has considered Shevchenko its 
spiritual patron. Thus, the anniversaries marked in the 
2014 almanac were fittingly intertwined.

Also to mark the UNA’s major anniversary, The 
Ukrainian Weekly published a list of all UNA executive offi-
cers since the organization’s founding in 1894 through the 
present day. The list appeared in our May 18 issue, just in 
time for the UNA Convention.

Another historical note was our May 18 editorial, which 
informed readers (and reminded those who knew) that 
2014 also marked the 120th anniversary of a singular 
event: the first time that the anthem “Shche Ne Vmerla 
Ukraina” was sung in America. And it happened at the first 
Regular Convention of the UNA in Shamokin, Pa., which 

was held on May 30, 1894, just over three months after the 
founding meeting of the UNA. Svoboda described the 
scene: “Since morning, a light and benevolent May rain had 
been falling, as if Mother Rus’ was crying tears of happiness 
upon seeing that her children had not been lost, that they 
were hurrying from all directions, with blue-and-yellow 
badges on their chests, to a community assembly.” The con-
vention was preceded by liturgy at the local church that 
was overflowing with people; hundreds stood outside. 
Afterwards, during the convention luncheon, the Rev. 
Hryhory Hrushka, founder and editor-in-chief of Svoboda, 
spoke of the significance of Soyuz. He was followed by a 
50-voice choir that sang “Shche Ne Vmerla Ukraina.”

Getting back to our review of events for 2014, on 
January 2, acting on the request of U.S. Sen. Robert 
Menendez (D-N.J.), chairman of the Senate Foreign 
Relations Committee, the UNA organized a roundtable dis-
cussion with leaders of New Jersey-based Ukrainian 
American community organizations at the senator’s offic-
es in Newark, N.J. According to the 2010 U.S. Census, New 
Jersey has the fourth highest population of Ukrainian 
Americans in the United States, behind New York, 
Pennsylvania and California. The representative cross-sec-
tion of community leaders who were able to attend pre-
pared a comprehensive presentation for the senator. 

In attendance as representatives of the UNA were 
Treasurer Roma Lisovich (coordinator of the meeting), 
President Stefan Kaczaraj and Fraternal Coordinator Yuriy 
Symczyk. Representing the Ukrainian Congress 
Committee of America (UCCA) were New Jersey residents 
Tamara Olexy, president, and Ronya Lozynskyj, external 
affairs director. Also participating were Dr. Alexander 
Motyl, professor of political science at Rutgers University-
Newark, a well-known author and specialist on Ukraine, 
Russia, the Soviet Union and the post-Soviet order; repre-
sentatives of the Ukrainian American Bar Association 
(UABA), Myroslaw Smorodsky, communications director, 
and Victor Rud, Foreign Policy Committee chairman; Dr. 
Christine Rohowsky-Kochan, chair of the U.S. National 
Board of Directors of Plast Ukrainian Scouting 
Organization; and Mark Howansky, president of the 

The stars of the 2014 Ukrainian Cultural Festival, held July 11-13 at the Soyuzivka Heritage Center: (from left) 
Vasyl Popadiuk, Ruslana and Oleh Skrypka.

A convention year  
and more for the UNA

Anna ShpookChristine SyzonenkoChristine Syzonenko

Ukrainian American community representatives with Sen. Robert Menendez (fifth from right) after a roundtable 
discussion on current developments in Ukraine at his office in Newark, N.J. The January 2 meeting was organized 

by the Ukrainian National Association.

Tom Hawrylko
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Organization for the Defense of Lemkivshchyna.
Sen. Menendez expressed his support of the Ukrainian 

people and their struggle. “We stand with the citizens of 
Ukraine who meet in Kyiv’s Maidan Square seeking their 
human rights and dignity,” he said as he greeted the dele-
gation. He further stated that his purpose in initiating the 
meeting was to learn what the Ukrainian American com-
munity and his constituents in New Jersey felt about the 
current situation in Ukraine, and he expressed his desire 
to address the community’s concerns. Sen. Menendez said, 
“Ukrainians should be allowed to determine their own 
destiny.” He added, “That’s why I find Russia’s coercive 
trade, treatment and economic tactics against Ukraine 
reprehensible. I look forward to pursuing this foreign poli-
cy issue before the Senate Foreign Relations Committee.”

Sen. Menendez promised the group he would set up a 
full Senate hearing on the situation in Ukraine and indicat-
ed he would study and consider proposing Magnitsky-
type legislation that would freeze assets and enact sanc-
tions against the appropriate corrupt government officials 
in Ukraine. Furthermore, the senator said he would orga-
nize a fact-finding mission to Ukraine to observe the situa-
tion first hand. Sen. Menendez made good on his first 
promise almost immediately – a hearing was scheduled 
for January 15.

In March, the UNA announced the results of its 2013 
organizing campaign, that is, the campaign to enroll new 
members, in a report authored by UNA National Secretary 

Christine E. Kozak that was published in The Weekly 
(March 9). The top organizers were: Advisor Lubov 
Streletsky (Branch 10), Pittsburgh District Chairman 
Nicholas Diakiwsky (Branch 161), George B. Fedorijczuk 
(Branch 162) and Second Vice-President Eugene 
Oscislawski (Branch 234), all of whom happened to be 
secretaries of their branches.

Just over two months later, it was convention time. 
Scores of delegates gathered for the UNA’s 38th Regular 
Convention at the Soyuzivka Heritage Center on May 
14-18. Re-elected by acclamation, following overwhelming 
support in the primary round of elections, were the six offi-
cers of the Executive Committee: President Kaczaraj, First 
Vice-President Michael Koziupa, Second Vice-President 
Eugene Oscislawski, Director of Canada Myron Groch, 
National Secretary Kozak and Treasurer Lisovich. The 
three-member Auditing Committee – Slavko Tysiak, 
Eugene Serba and Dr. Wasyl Szeremeta – was also re-elect-
ed by acclamation. The convention also elected 11 advisors 
to the General Assembly: Nicholas Fil (New York), Ewhen 
Osidacz (Quebec), Andrij Szul (New York), Andrij 
Gavdanovich (New York), Gloria Horbaty (Connecticut), 
Maya Lew (New York), Julian Pishko (Minnesota), Lubov 
Striletsky (Pennsylvania), Luba Poniatyszyn Keske 
(California), Bohdanna Puzyk (Connecticut) and Maria 
Luba Walchuk (Pennsylvania). New to the assembly are: 
Mr. Gavdanovich, Mr. Pishko, Ms. Puzyk and Ms. Walchuk.

In his opening remarks, President Kaczaraj noted that 
this was the third consecutive time that the UNA conven-
tion was held at Soyuzivka. Mr. Kaczaraj noted: “I see many 
familiar faces, smiling faces, as the UNA celebrates its long-
time service to Ukrainians and Ukraine, especially in these 
troubling times facing Ukraine. In those 120 years the UNA 
has worked for the good of its members and the Ukrainian 
community at large. Our work continues as do opportuni-
ties for new perspectives.” He added, “The Maidan revolu-
tion in Ukraine and the new elections are such an opportu-
nity where our strength should be used to support the 
rebirth of Ukraine, not only its political development, but in 
cultural, religious and social spheres. In the UNA’s next four 
years, keep this in mind in shaping our work.”

During the four days of sessions, besides attending to 
UNA business and electing a new General Assembly, par-
ticipants enjoyed a variety of events, including a 
Ukrainian-themed dinner, an evening sing-along with Stan 
Kosiw on accordion, a concert featuring members of The 
Toronto Bandurist Capella under the direction of Dr. 
Victor Mishalow with a meet-and-greet with the perform-
ers after the concert, and the convention banquet. At the 
banquet, Mr. Kaczaraj delivered the keynote address, after 
his wife, Swiatoslawa Kaczaraj, with piano accompani-
ment by Dr. Szul, sang the anthem of the UNA. Members of 
the new General Assembly were officially sworn in during 
the banquet.

Convention delegates approved a variety of resolutions 
and recommendations to guide the UNA during the next 
four years. Among them was this resolution about 
Ukraine: “Whereas, there is serious trepidation regarding 
the current geopolitical crisis in Ukraine, and whereas, the 
current events in Ukraine represent a serious threat to the 
recent progress toward democracy in Ukraine, and the 
continued existence of Ukraine itself, and whereas, 
Ukraine is a crucial strategic partner of the United States, 

Canada and Europe, be it resolved the Executive 
Committee of the UNA speak out on behalf of Ukraine and 
its democratic aspirations and on an ongoing basis estab-
lish contact with the president of the United States and the 
prime minister of Canada, all members of the U.S. 
Congress and Canadian Parliament, as well as the 
Embassies of Ukraine in the U.S.A. and Canada, to resolute-
ly convey opposition to all anti-democratic efforts of the 
Ukrainian and Russian governments as permitted by cur-
rent law. Be it further resolved that the UNA’s president, as 
well as members of the General Assembly, continue to be 
integral members of ongoing delegations meeting with 
government officials to voice their concerns regarding the 
future relationship between the U.S.A., Canada and 
Ukraine as permitted by current law.”

A major event for the UNA and its Soyuzivka Heritage 
Center is the annual Ukrainian Cultural Festival held in 
July. Headlining this year’s event were rock sensation and 
National Artist of Ukraine Oleh Skrypka and violin virtuo-
so Vasyl Popadiuk with his world-renowned Papa Duke 
band. Pop star/activist Ruslana, “The Voice of the Maidan,” 
was the special guest at the 2014 Ukrainian Cultural 
Festival, which honored Ukraine’s struggle for democracy 
and Kyiv’s Euro-Maidan.  The eighth annual festival, held 
July 11-13, was one of the most successful ever. More than 
5,000 guests traveled that weekend to Soyuzivka, located 
in the scenic Shawangunk Mountains, or as Mr. Skrypka 
put it, in the “stateside Karpaty.”

Mr. Popadiuk performed his energetic “Gypsy World 
Fusion” music along with the Papa Duke band. They were 
later joined on stage by Mr. Skrypka, who sang and played 
alternately on guitar, horn and bayan. A founder of the leg-
endary rock band Vopli Vidopliasova, Mr. Skrypka gifted 
the audience his special brand of Ukrainian ethno-rock 
music that had fans dancing on the festival grounds. The 
performance was a unique collaboration prepared espe-
cially for the Soyuzivka festival.

In keeping with the 2014 festival theme, “Spirit of the 
Maidan,” the dynamic Ruslana created a mini-Maidan on 
the Soyuzivka grounds. She appeared with four of her 
equally dynamic dancers in a high-energy performance 
that harkened back to her first performance at Soyuzivka’s 
festival in 2009.

Also on the bill was a festival favorite, the Roma Pryma 
Bohachevsky Dance Workshop, which is held at 
Soyuzivka, as well as the visiting Rusalka Dance Ensemble 
from Winnipeg, Manitoba. Sofia Fedyna, the voice of Lviv’s 
Euro-Maidan, internationally renowned master bandurist 
Victor Mishalow, the young bandurist Bogdan Shutka and 
the Dumka Chorus of New York rounded out the program, 
which comprised three concerts.

As the festival was getting under way, on Friday eve-
ning, July 11, the Ukrainian National Foundation, the 
UNA’s charitable arm, and the United Ukrainian American 
Relief Committee held the “Spirit of Maidan Gala,” a dinner 
and show benefiting the UUARC’s aid to families of the fall-
en, injured and missing victims of terrorist aggression 
against Ukraine. Appearing at that elegant $200-a-plate 
event held under the stars on the Lviv lawn were the festi-
val’s three top stars.

The UNA presence at the festival included an informa-
tion booth manned by Home Office employees who 
shared their knowledge of all the UNA has to offer with 

The cover of the 2014 UNA Almanac, which featured 
two major anniversaries: the 200th of the birth of Taras 
Shevchenko and the 120th of the Ukrainian National 

Association. (Cover design is by Ihor Pylypchuk.)

UNA General Assembly members and delegates to the 38th Regular Convention of the Ukrainian National Association, held May 15-18 at Soyuzivka.
Matthew Dubas
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countless visitors. This year the staff prepared almost 
1,000 signature UNA yellow bags that contained the “UNA 
and the Community – Partners for Life!” magazine and an 
array of UNA promotional items. In addition to the infor-
mation booth, the Ukrainian National Association spon-
sored a children’s area filled with balloons, coloring books 
and crayons that also offered free face painting.

The UNA was represented also at many local festivals 
throughout the country, including those in New Jersey, 
Pennsylvania and Connecticut.

The UNA highlighted its annual scholarship program 
with two releases in its newspapers during 2014. Special 
sections in The Ukrainian Weekly and Svoboda were pub-
lished in May offering congratulations to the 57 scholarship 
winners (who received a total of $13,175 in scholarships) 
for academic year 2013-2014. And, in December, the 51 
scholarship winners for 2014-2015 (a total of $12,774 was 
awarded) were introduced to the newspapers’ readers.

The focus was on our community’s youngsters in 
December, when the UNA’s newspapers published special 
color sections featuring Christmas cards designed by 
young artists as part of the annual UNA Christmas Card 
Project. Twelve of the designs were chosen for the UNA’s 
2014 Christmas cards. It was the second year that chil-
dren’s designs graced the cards, sales of which benefit 
Soyuzivka, where numerous children’s camps and pro-
grams are held. The project is headed by UNA Events 
Coordinator Oksana Trytjak.

As for the older set, UNA Seniors and friends met on 
June 8-13 at their annual conference at Soyuzivka during 
what has become known as UNA Seniors’ Week.

Another annual event at Soyuzivka, the Miss Soyuzivka 
contest, was held on the weekend of August 9-10. The win-
ner of the 58th annual pageant was Solomia Pylypiw of 
Randolph, N.J., a member of UNA Branch 269 and a gradu-
ate of Rutgers University’s Business School. Two candidates 
received identical scores, resulting in a tie for first runner-
up: sisters Nadiya and Nataliya Pavlishyn of Astoria, N.Y. 
Nadiya attends Stony Brook University, while Nataliya is a 
student at Hunter College. Both sisters were born in Sambir, 
Ukraine, and immigrated to the United States at early ages. 
The evening’s second runner-up was Natalia Kudryk of 
Livingston, N.J., a student at Penn State University. 

We would be remiss if we did not mention the popular 
camps held at Soyuzivka during the summer. This year’s 
crop of camps included Tennis Camp, “Tabir Ptashat” (a 
day camp for preschoolers), Chornomorska Sitch Sports 
School, the Roma Pryma Bohachevsky Dance Camp and 
the Dance Workshop for more advanced students, as well 
as Heritage Camp and Discovery Camp. Session 2 of the 
Roma Pryma Bohachevsky Ukrainian Dance Camp record-
ed the largest group of participants in dance camp history: 
104 students. Campers and staff together amounted to 
140 people.

Saber-fencer Olha Kharlan, a world champion second 
to none.

NOCUkraine

A nation marred by deadly political protests received 
a desperately needed victory when the Ukrainian 
women’s biathlon team won an Olympic gold medal 

in the 4x6-km relay. The Semerenko twins, Vita and Valj, 
Juliya Dzhyma and anchor Olena Pidhrushna missed five 
targets, but avoided penalty loops to finish in 1 hour, 10 
minutes, 2.5 seconds. It was Ukraine’s second medal in the 
Winter Games and second medal in women’s biathlon. 
And it was Ukraine’s first gold medal at a Winter Olympics 
in 20 years. Earlier, Vita Semerenko had won a bronze 
medal in the women’s 7.5-km sprint. 

A triumphant protest during the 2014 Winter 
Paralympic Games’ opening ceremonies, amazing gold-
medal winning performances the first day of competition 
and a best-ever second overall finish saw Ukraine’s star 
shine brightly on Sochi, Russia soil. Ukraine scored five 
medals on the first day of competition, finishing with a 
total of 25 (five gold, nine silver). Biathlon and cross-coun-
try skiing were Ukraine’s elite disciplines. Vitaliy 
Lukyanenko won two gold medals (four overall), Juliia 
Batenkova and Oksana Shyshkova each captured four total 
medals with the former winning two silvers.

CHEERS OF THE YEAR: Bohdan Bondarenko continues 
to raise the bar in high jumping, consistently winning gold 
medals in most international competitions. The same 
superlatives hold true for saber-fencer Olha Kharlan, a 
world champion, second to none. 

JEERS OF THE YEAR: Thanks to the Russian-supported 
conflict and economic crisis in eastern Ukraine, Shakhtar 
Donetsk was forced to move its matches to Lviv, Donbas 
Donetsk had its entire KHL season canceled, Ukraine had 
to cede its EuroBasket 2015 hosting honors, and the city 
of Lviv withdrew its candidacy to host the 2022 Winter 
Olympics.

Our sixth annual UKRAINIAN WEEKLY SPORTS AWARDS: 
Most Outstanding Male Athlete – Vitaliy Lukyanenko, 
Paralympics biathlon; Most Outstanding Female Athlete – 
Vita Semerenko, biathlon; Most Outstanding Team – 
Woman’s National Biathlon Team; and Rookie of the Year 
– Elina Svitolina, tennis.

Following are other outstanding achievements in vari-
ous sporting disciplines from the past year, followed by 
notable goings-on in our diaspora’s world of sports.

In ATHLETICS, Ruslan Dmytrenko won two gold med-
als at the IAAF World Race Walking Cup in China on May 
3-4. Dmytrenko won the men’s 20-km race and partnered 
with Ihor Hlavan and Nazar Kovalenko in the men’s 20-km 
team race. High jumper Andriy Protsenko won gold at the 
international track and field championships in France on 
May 11. High jumper Bohdan Bondarenko won first place 
with a jump of 2.42 meters at the IAAF Diamond League 
event Adidas Grand Prix in New York on June 14. Nataliya 
Semenova won gold in women’s discus at the IAAF 
Meeting in Madrid on July 19. Bondarenko won gold in the 

high jump (2.35 meters) at the 22nd European Athletics 
Championship in Zurich on August 12-17. On August 30 
Dmytrenko won gold in the 10-km race walk at the 
Voronovo Cup in Moscow with a personal best time of 
38.50, while Lyudmyla Olyanovska won gold in the wom-
en’s 10-km walk. Oksana Okaneva won gold in the wom-
en’s high jump (1.94 meters) at the 50th Paliio Citta della 
Quereia in Roverto, Italy on September 2. At the Rieti 
Meeting 2014 on September 7 in Rieti, Italy, Bondarenko 
again won gold in the high jump (2.36 m), followed by 
another gold medal in the high jump (2.37 m) at the IAAF 
Continental Cup in Morocco on September 13-14.

The EuroBasket 2015 originally to be hosted by 
Ukraine will now be hosted by another country due to the 
unrest in Ukraine. Inga Orekhova, daughter of professional 
BASKETBALL playing parents, completed her college 
career at the University of South Florida and was drafted 
18th overall by the WNBA’s Atlanta Dream. Ex-NBA coach 
and television analyst Mike Fratello has given Ukrainian 
basketball a new identity since taking over as coach of the 
national team. There is hope for the nation’s squad at 
EuroBasket 2015.

Ukraine won its first gold in the junior play competition 
at the 21st BIATHLON European Championship in the 
Czech Republic on January 19-February 4.

Ukraine’s women’s biathlon team (Juliya Dzhyma, Olena Pidhrushna and the Semerenko twins, Vita and Valj) 
with their Olympic gold medals.

National Olympic Committee of Ukraine

In sports, Ukraine
shines on world stage
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❄UNA Christmas Card Contest for Children

12 Selected Christmas Cards
THE UKRAINIAN NATIONAL ASSOCIA-

TION has been an active participant in the 
Ukrainian community since 1894. When-
ever there was a need to initiate projects 
that would promote Ukrainian culture 
and heritage, the UNA was in the fore-
front. For many years, the Christmas card 
fund-raiser has been one of these special 
projects. This project celebrated the spirit 
of Christmas while reflecting our heritage 
and traditions and giving opportunities to 
Ukrainian artists to share their art with 
the community. 

For the second year in a row, the UNA 
initiated a Christmas card contest for 
our children. What a wonderful way to 
promote our children’s talents while ex-
changing best wishes for the holidays and 
the new year! This year’s special collec-
tion of cards includes drawings created by 
the youngest members of our community 
– the future artists of tomorrow. Twelve 
entries were selected for the published 
cards, and they are featured on the first 
page of this pull-out section; other sub-
missions appear on the following pages, 
as we appreciate every child’s participa-
tion.

As always, all the proceeds from the 
sale of the cards are assigned to Soyuz-
ivka, where children’s camps and pro-
grams are held.  We ask that you support 
this Christmas card project and thus en-
courage all the children who participated 
and shared their talents with us. Please 
forward your donations to the Ukrainian 
National Foundation (UNF), a 501(c)(3) 
foundation; all donations are tax-exempt 
as permitted by law.

Oksana Trytjak
UNA Events Coordinator

❄

Nina Rakowsky, 10  
Bloomfield, NJ

Christina Alyskewycz, 11  
Cold Spring Harbor, NY

Bozhena Kulchyckyj, 14  
Arnold, MD

Sofia Yarosh, 10  
Parma, OH

Nazar Yarosh, 7  
Parma, OH

Susanna Popyk, 13  
Newburgh Heights, OH

Sophia Leshchyshyn, 11  
Columbia, MD

Hannah Bazylevsky, 11  
Warwick, NY

Maksym Kuropas, 10  
Waxhaw, NC

Volodymyr Sadovyy, 14   
Brooklyn, NY

Julianna Lyktey, 16  
Cary, NC

Ksenia Kuzo, 9  
Roseville, CA

❄
❄

❄

The first page of the four-page color section featuring 
Christmas card designs by our community’s young-
sters that was published in The Ukrainian Weekly on 
December 14. The 12 designs shown above were select-

ed for the UNA’s 2014 cards.
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In BOXING, heavyweight Vyacheslav Glazkov defeated 

Tomasz Adamek on March 15 in Bethlehem, Pa., to pick up 
the IBF North American heavyweight title. Wladimir 
Klitschko retained his four heavyweight title belts when 
he knocked out challenger Alex Leapai in Oberhausen, 
Germany, on April 26. Vasyl Lomachenko scored a 
12-round decision over undefeated Gary Russell Jr. to win 
the WBO featherweight title on June 21 in Carson, Calif. 
Lomachenko tied with Thailand’s Saensak Muangsurin for 
winning a world title in his third pro fight. Klitschko 
knocked out Kubrat Pulev of Bulgaria in Hamburg, 
Germany, on November 15. A fifth-round knockout, it was 
his 63rd career victory. 

Anna Solovey surprised with top honors, her first 
medal in an elite category, at a CYCLING race in Spain on 
September 23.

Ukraine’s men’s team (Nikishyn, Karyuchenko, Gerei 
and Reizlin) won gold in the Epee Fencer World 
Championship on January 24-26 in Ligno, Italy. Olha 
Kharlan won the Orleans Women’s saber Grand Prix 2014 
held January 31-February 1 in Orleans, France. Olha 
Kharlan won the European Champion title in saber 
FENCING for the fifth time (individual category) in France 
on June 9. Kharlan won gold in the individual saber event 
at the 2014 World Fencing Championship in Kazan, 
Russia, on July 15-23. 

The WHL’s Saskatoon Blades hosted a Ukrainian theme 
night on January 5 when they played Lethbridge. Toronto 
Maple Leafs winger Joffrey Lupul wants to be known as a 
HOCKEY player and not as a major celebrity. Being traded 
four times before the age of 28 has made him more 
mature, serious and aware. Johnny Boychuk finally devel-
oped into a solid, all-around NHL defenseman with the 
Boston Bruins. His “Boychuk bombs” are now playing out 
on Long Island. NHL veterans Ruslan Fedotenko and 
Alexei Ponikarovsky were joined by 25 other Ukrainians 
playing in the KHL during the 2013-2014 season. Travis 
Zajac of the Devils was ranked as the No. 1 Ukrainian play-
er in the NHL. His pairing with Jaromir Jagr has produced 
dynamic results for New Jersey. Eighteen players of some 
Ukrainian descent were on active NHL rosters as of late 
December. 

At the European Cup of JUDO in Slovakia on September 
6-7, Vitaliy Kovtunov (90 kg) won gold. At the under-21 
European Championship in Romania on September 19-21, 
Ukraine’s Yakiv Khamimo (over-100 kg) won a gold medal 
and Anastasiya Turchyn (78 kg) won gold in the women’s 
division. Svitlana Iaromka (over 78 kg) won a gold medal 
at the Continental Judo Cup Open in Estonia on September 
27-28. 

Eleven- and 12-year-old little leaguers played ball in 
Kyiv on June 5-7 with three teams participating in the 
15th championship of LITTLE LEAGUE Ukraine. The team 
from Kirovohrad was on to the regional championships in 
Kutno, Poland, where they won two games and lost two 
games, playing as representatives of a free Ukraine. 
Ukraine finished with a 3-2 record in the Under-21 
European Championship, 1-4 in the European 
Championship for Cadets and 4-2 in Women’s U-22 

European Championship (softball). The war in Ukraine 
took a toll on the country’s Little League Baseball 
Championships held in Kremenets on September 15-19. 
The Rivne team dominated the local Kremenets squad, 
11-1, to capture the 7th ULLC title. 

In MARTIAL ARTS, Ukraine’s national Wushu team won 
106 medals at the European Wushu Championship in 
Romania on May 8-12 (39 gold, 36 silver, 31 bronze). 

Lucas Makowsky competed as a member of the 
Canadian long-track speed skating team at the 2014 
Winter OLYMPICS. Vita Semerenko unexpectedly won a 
bronze medal in the woman’s biathlon 7.5-km sprint. 
Ukrainian Aliona Savchenko and German Robin Szolkowy 
won bronze in pairs figure skating. Ukraine’s athletes 
showed solidarity with their homeland while competing 
at the Winter Olympics in Sochi, Russia. Numerous 
Ukrainian athletes represented other countries at the 
Olympics, with several having their birthplaces changed to 
hide their ethnic background. Team Ukraine won 29 total 
medals (nine gold, nine silver, 11 bronze) at the Summer 
Youth Olympic Games concluded on August 28 in Nanjing, 
China.

Oksana Masters, winner of a bronze medal in rowing at 
the 2012 PARALYMPICS in London, competed as a mem-
ber of the U.S. Nordic Ski Team in the 2014 Winter 
Paralympic Games in Sochi, Russia. The 24-year-old 
Ukraine native, a double amputee, qualified to compete in 
cross-country skiing and biathlon. She won a silver medal 
in women’s 12-km cross-country skiing and a bronze 
medal in 5-km sitting skiing. Some members of the 
Paralympic team staged “silent protests” against the tur-
moil in their country by covering their medals during 
award ceremonies. All but one of 31 Ukrainian athletes 
boycotted the opening ceremony’s parade in protest of 
Russia’s invasion into Crimea. The opening march saw a 
lone Ukrainian athlete, flag-bearer Mykhailo Tkachenko, 
greeted by a thunderous ovation by the capacity crowd. 

Ukrainian SOCCER coach Gene Chyzowych was award-
ed the 2014 Walt Chyzowych Lifetime Achievement 
Award on January 18 in Philadelphia. A dedicated soccer 
coach and sports advocate, Gene Chyzowych, passed away 
on May 10, at the age of 79, following a long battle with 
cancer. He served as head coach of the U.S. National Soccer 
Team and the U.S. Olympic Team (1973-1974). Shakhtar 
Donetsk won the G Drive United Super Cup on February 6 
in Israel, sweeping its three matches. Ukraine, the world’s 
top-rated soccer power not qualified for the 2014 World 
Cup, shut out the United States, 2-0, in an exhibition match 
shifted from Kharkiv to the island of Cyprus in early 
March. A global campaign to boycott sponsors of FIFA’s 
World Cup in opposition to Vladimir Putin’s annexation of 
Crimea and Russia’s support of terrorist activities in east-
ern Ukraine was launched in May. The 2018 World Cup is 
scheduled to be played in Russia. Ukraine has asked FIFA 
to suspend Russia from hosting the World Cup. Dynamo 
Kyiv won its 10th Ukrainian Cup title on May 15 in Poltava, 
defeating Shakhtar Donets, 2-1. Earlier, Shakhtar won its 
fifth straight Ukrainian Premier League title on May 11, 
beating Zorya Luhansk 3-1. On May 22 Ukraine’s national 
team defeated Nigeria 2-1 in an international friendly 
match in Kyiv. At least nine players from Ukrainian soccer 
clubs saw action in the 2014 World Cup in Brazil, includ-
ing three (Srna, Alves da Silva and Bernard) from Shakhtar 
Donetsk. Shakhtar played matches in Kyiv due to the insta-
bility in the Donbas region. On July 23 the club moved its 
matches to Arena Lviv. The Ukrainian national team is 
benefitting from the modern soccer philosophies 
espoused by 64-year-old coach Mykhaylo Fomenko. On 
August 9 soccer legend Andriy Bal passed away at age 56 
while on a practice session. On September 17 Ukrainian 
soccer star Andriy Husin, 41, died as a result of a motorcy-
cle accident. Police in Belarus detained some 100 
Ukrainian soccer fans for chanting vulgar verses directed 
at Russian President Vladimir Putin on October 10. The 
incident came a day before Mr. Putin’s arrival for a meet-
ing of leaders from the CIS. On December 4 UEFA 
announced it would ban Crimean clubs from participating 
in Russian competitions as of January 1, 2015. It is hoped 
competitions in Crimea will be held by Ukrainian struc-
tures under the auspices of the Football Federation of 
Ukraine.

In SWIMMING, Ukraine’s synchronized swim team won 
first place in the senior highlight free final at the 13th 
FINA Synchronized Swimming World Cup 2014 in Quebec 
on October 2-5. 

Tetiana Omelchenko (60 kg) won gold at the Golden 
Grand Prix de Paris Seine Ouest held February 8-9. Murzai 
Mehedidze (96 kg) won first place in the freestyle event at 

the European Championship in freestyle WRESTLING in 
Katowice, Poland, on June 21-22. At the Golden Grand Prix 
on July 24 in Baku, Azerbaijan, Alexander Khotsianivski 
(125 kg) won gold in the freestyle event. Yulia Tkach won 
gold (63 kg) at the World Championships in Uzbekistan on 
September 8. Alexander Khotsianivski (125 kg) won gold 
in freestyle at the Ramzan Kadyrov Cup in Grozny, 
Chechnya, on October 10.

DIASPORA SPORTS news included the 60th annual ski 
races organized by the Carpathian Ski Club (KLK), which 
took place March 1 at Hunter Mountain. Some 74 regis-
tered skiers, ranging in age from under 4 to over 75, com-
peted. Stamford Levy defeated Sitch 2 by a score of 3-0, in 
the championship final of Chornomorska Sitch’s eighth 
annual five-a-side indoor soccer tournament on March 8 
in Whippany, N.J. Nestor Paslawsky was inducted into the 
Eastern Intercollegiate Volleyball Association Hall of Fame 
in April. 

The USCAK Indoor Invitational Volleyball Tournament 
was held on May 3 at the Ukrainian American Cultural 
Center in Whippany, N.J. Hosted by Lys Sports Academy, 
the tournament was won by Chornomorska Sitch. A total 
of 193 teams competed at Tryzub’s 13th annual Ukrainian 
Nationals Soccer Tournament in Horsham, Pa., over 
Memorial Day weekend. There were 17 champions in the 
boys’ brackets and 13 in the brackets for girls. Eighty golf-
ers from six states competed on June 7 in Tryzub’s annual 
golf outing at Limekiln Golf Club. The Chornomorska Sitch 
men’s team won first place in the second annual Ukrainian 
Heritage Festival Tournament in memory of Steven 
Howansky on June 14 in Yonkers, N.Y. A total of eight 
teams competed.

More than 40 participants took part in the annual 
USCAK-East Tennis Tournament at the Soyuzivka Heritage 
Center on June 28-29. The 58th annual event was contest-
ed in 12 age and gender categories in singles, doubles and 
mixed doubles. The 30th Ukrainian Youth Games were 
held on July 31-August 1 at the Ukrainian American Youth 
Association campgrounds in Ellenville, N.Y., and at 
Soyuzivka, with 154 athletes participating in friendly com-
petition. Hosted under the auspices of USCAK, the games’ 
sporting dockets comprised soccer, volleyball, track and 
field, and swimming. The third annual USCAK National 
Beach Volleyball Tournament was held on August 22 in 
Wildwood Crest, N.J. Old Style from Chicago prevailed over 
Sitch Seniors to win the championship. Marko Krasij 
defeated 2013 champion Mykola Stroynick in the men’s 
finals of the 59th annual USCAK National Tennis 
Tournament held at Soyuzivka over Labor Day weekend. 
Lesia Bilak Schinnerer bested Halyna Kostenko in the 
woman’s final. The same venue over the same weekend 
saw Chornomorska Sitch win the 58th annual USCAK 
Swim Championships. The 16th annual Plast Chicago Golf 
outing was held on September 6 at Oak Brook Golf Club in 
Oak Brook, Ill. Fifty-two men and women golfers compet-
ed in the yearly event hosted by the Pobratymy 
Foundation. 

Bohdan Bondarenko continues to raise the bar in high 
jumping, consistently winning gold in most internation-

al competitions.

sport.dziennik.pl

Paralympic gold medalist in the biathlon Vitaliy 
Lukyanenko.

invamedia.com

“2014: The Year in Review” continues in next week’s 
issue.
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While Lenin statues were crashing down all over 
Ukraine in 2014, huge murals were being erect-
ed on multi-storied apartment buildings in Kyiv, 

Kharkiv and other major cities, decorated with images of 
the archetypal symbol for all Ukrainians, their own 
Homeric poet who sang epics about their heroic past and 
illuminated the way to a future of freedom and equality – 
Taras Shevchenko (1814-1861).

Facing the Russian military juggernaut, Ukrainians 
stood united behind one solitary man who was born into 
bondage and servitude, who was persecuted by the 
Russian tsarist regime for his political and humanistic 
views, and who was imprisoned and sent into brutal exile 
in Central Asia. The Soviets had always realized what a 
dangerous rallying point Shevchenko was for the Ukrainian 
spirit and attempted to delete or downplay every strong 
Ukrainian nationalist expression in his verses.

Shevchenko’s writings formed the foundation for mod-
ern Ukrainian literature, and he is considered the founder 
of the modern written Ukrainian language. His influence 
on culture and national consciousness is still felt to this 
day. Well regarded as a pictorial artist in his time, 
Shevchenko also pioneered the art of etching in the 
Russian Empire, and in 1860 was awarded the title of aca-
demician in the Imperial Academy of Arts – specifically for 
his achievements in etching.

In 2014, Ukraine’s beloved bard was now a rallying 
point for the nation, not only with his inspirational verses, 
but also as a visual icon repeatedly seen everywhere 
throughout Ukraine – from countless memorials to bill-
boards and street art on war-torn walls to Internet memes 
showing Shevchenko as a modernized defender of all 
Ukrainians.

2014 also marked the 200th anniversary of 
Shevchenko’s birth and was greeted with celebrations and 
commemorations wherever Ukrainians lived throughout 
the world. The Ukrainian Congress Committee of America 
and the Ukrainian Canadian Congress issued statements 
urging their communities, “particularly our youth, to be 
involved in events remembering Shevchenko.” In addition 
to all major cities, throughout 2014 Shevchenko was also 
honored at numerous local concerts held in areas like 
Syracuse, N.Y., Toms River, N.J., and Hartford, Conn. 

Of special interest was the honoring of the bard by the 
students of the public Shevchenko School in Vita, 
Manitoba, 60 miles south of Winnipeg. This school fea-
tures a bust of Shevchenko in the foyer and until 1991 had 
offered Ukrainian language as an option at the elementary 
and secondary levels. Vita is a small community settled by 
Ukrainian immigrants in the 1890s. This area is composed 
of fourth- and fifth-generation Ukrainian Canadians, who 

have not forgotten their roots. In the Canadian students’ 
words, “Shevchenko’s legacy lives on.” 

Literally just a few hours after the United Nations 
General Assembly passed a resolution condemning 
Russia’s invasion and bogus “referendum” in Crimea, the 
bicentennial of Shevchenko’s birth was celebrated in the 
500-seat ECOSOC Chamber of the U.N. on March 27. The 
horrific bloodshed of the Maidan had caused a postpone-
ment of this tribute from its original date one month earli-
er. Broadcast live over the Internet, the March event fea-
tured a speech by Orysia Sushko, president of the World 
Federation of Ukrainian Women’s Organizations, detailing 
the significance of Shevchenko’s advocacy for human dig-
nity in the light of recent events and the poet’s “core val-
ues that are at the very center of the United Nations 
Charter.” 

Master of ceremonies Peter Fedynsky led the tribute, 
which featured addresses by U.N. Ambassador Noel 
Sinclair and Andrii Deshchytsia, Ukraine’s acting minister 
of foreign affairs. The program included selections sung by 
the Prometheus Male Chorus of Philadelphia and readings 
from Shevchenko’s poetry in Ukrainian and English. 
Tamara Olexy, president of the UCCA, stressed that 
“today’s modern, independent Ukraine could not have 
happened without Shevchenko’s poetry.” Dr. Maxim 
Tarnawsky from the University of Toronto explained the 

commitment to the Ukrainian language that Shevchenko 
demonstrated throughout his life. 

At The Ukrainian Museum in New York, the exhibition 
“Taras Shevchenko: Poet, Artist, Icon” offered a rare 
opportunity to see many treasures created by the artist 
and poet. The exhibition included original artworks by 
Shevchenko and archival objects from Ukraine seen in this 
country for the first time ever. Exact replicas of a selection 
of literary and art works complemented the originals. 
Opening on June 29, the exhibition included selections 
from the National Museum of Taras Shevchenko in Kyiv 
with 50 original watercolors, drawings and etchings and 
more than 60 other reproductions. A rare 1840 edition of 
the “Kobzar” on loan from the Shevchenko Scientific 
Society was also on display.

On March 28 at the Embassy of Ukraine in Washington, 
Peter Fedynsky presented the recently published volume 
of his translations of Shevchenko’s poems: “The Complete 
Kobzar: The Poetry of Taras Shevchenko.” Mr. Fedynsky 
read selections from his book, as well as discussed the 
poet’s life, his works and influence on the subsequent 
development of Ukraine’s identity, culture and history. The 
evening also included an appearance by Crimean Tatar 
leader Mustafa Dzhemilev, who shared his views on 
Russia’s takeover of Crimea and offered a historical per-
spective. 

One hundred and fifty entertainers from seven of 
Saskatoon’s Ukrainian performing groups combined forc-
es in a grand concert honoring Shevchenko that drew an 
audience from as far away as Vancouver and Winnipeg. 
The masters of ceremonies were Sonia Kodak and local 
CTV television personality Michael Ciona. Groups included 
the Lastiwka Female Chorus, Pavlychenko Folklorique 
Dance Ensemble, a video by the Ukrainian class at the 
University of Saskatchewan, singer/bandurist Andrij 
Hornjatkevyc, and adult and children’s choirs.

Boston commemorated the Shevchenko bicentennial 
with a wreath-laying at a bust of the poet on the parish 
grounds in front of Christ the King Ukrainian Catholic 
Church on March 9. Two days later on March 11 in 
Cambridge, a concert was held featuring bass-baritone 
Pavlo Hunka with music of composers to the words of 
Shevchenko. The major salute came on March 15 with a 
three-hour-long homage consisting of speeches, videos 
and musical selections before a crowd of over 300 people 
at the Pickman Concert Hall.

The Pittsburgh community celebrated the Shevchenko 
Bicentennial on March 9 at the Frick Fine Arts Auditorium. 
The program featured soprano Oksana Krovytska, basso 
Vitaliy Lomakin, the local St. John the Baptist Ukrainian 
Catholic Church Choir, recitations of Shevchenko’s poetry 
by students of the Ukrainian Students Club at Pittsburgh 
University and bandura performances.

On March 8 at the Ukrainian Institute of America in 
New York, a commemorative concert, “Shevchenko and 
Shakespeare,” presented Mr. Hunka singing the bard’s 
songs set to music by Lysenko, Stepovyj and Turkewych, 

The bicentennial year
of Shevchenko’s birth

The Prometheus Chorus performs during the Taras Shevchenko program at the United Nations on March 27.
Lev Khmelkovsky

In November, after four months of repairs, the National Park Service contractor finished restoring the foundation 
and replacing the old crumbling concrete pavers in front of the Taras Shevchenko monument in Washington. The 

50th anniversary of its unveiling was marked on June 28.

Yaro Bihun
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and a song cycle recently composed by Ukrainian compos-
er Oleksandr Jakovchuk to Shakespeare sonnets translat-
ed into Ukrainian by Ostap Tarnavsky. This was part of the 
continuing Ukrainian Art Song Project, founded by Mr. 
Hunka and composer Roman Hurko, whose goal is to 
record an anthology of 1,000 art songs of the best 
Ukrainian composers in the last 150 years.

The Ukrainian Institute of Modern Art in Chicago also 
hosted a concert commemorating the 200th Shevchenko 
anniversary. Donations were earmarked to help the fami-
lies of the victims of violence on the Maidan. The concert 
featured a premiere of the composition “Poslaniye” 
(Epistle) by Ukrainian composer Yuri Laniuk, performed 
by the Northwest Chicago Symphony and the Chicago 
Ukrainian Community Choir, conducted by Michael Holian, 
with soprano Ludmila Ostash, pianist Natalia Pelekh and 
cellist Nazar Dzhuryn, and recitations from the “Kobzar” 
by actor Bohdan Kozak from the Zankovetska Theater in 
Lviv.

Ukrainians gathered at the Taras Shevchenko monu-
ment in Washington on June 28 to honor Ukraine’s poet 
laureate on the 50th anniversary of his statue’s unveiling 
in the U.S. capital. Featured among the speakers were 
Ukraine’s Ambassador Olexander Motsyk and Dr. Paula 
Dobriansky. The Prometheus Men’s Chorus of 
Philadelphia sang songs set to the bard’s poems. 

 After four months of repairs, the 1964 Shevchenko 
monument in Washington was reopened in November. 
Following years of neglect, National Park Service contrac-
tors restored the foundation and replaced the old crum-

Not surprisingly, 2014 witnessed unprecedented 
culture wars on both sides of the Atlantic over 
Russian-sponsored terrorism and invasions of 

Ukraine. 
Pro-Putin musicians who continued to parade their 

support for Kremlin policies included soprano Anna 
Netrebko, conductors Valery Gergiev and Vladimir 
Spivakov, pianist Valentina Lisitsa and over 500 other art-
ists who signed an open letter in support of the Crimea 
annexation and Vladimir Putin’s other aggressive policies. 
The global web of musical artists who support Russia was 
outlined in an article by Adrian Bryttan in The Weekly on 
December 14. This same article also revealed how the 
propagandistic art exhibit “Material Evidence” in Berlin 
and New York City was financed by the extremist far right 
in Moscow in order to spread disinformation about the 
Maidan under the pretext of “photo documentary.”

Many high-profile Ukrainian artists took advantage of 
their cultural eminence to promote their support for 
Maidan and the Ukrainian state. For example, on 
September 19, Volodymyr Koshuba, chief organist of 
Kyiv’s National Concert Organ Hall, interrupted his con-
cert at St. Luke Lutheran Church in Silver Springs, Md., to 
speak to his American audience about the Maidan, the 
Crimean annexation, and Russian terrorism and invasions.

At the same time, the Ukrainian public took matters 
into its own hands, utilizing artistic events to publicize the 
truth about Ukraine, raise money for the Maidan and war 
victims, and demonstrate against and boycott pro-Putin 
artists.

MUSIC 

Ukrainian communities responded in numerous cre-
ative ways. More than 50 demonstrators protested con-
ductor Vladimir Spivakov’s concert at Sanders Theater in 
Cambridge, Mass. Harvard Alumnus Dr. Roman 
Torgovitsky was arrested after Mr. Spivakov attempted to 
create a confrontation with him on stage. The “Music 
Lovers against Putin’s Aggression” group on June 14 orga-
nized a Harvard street festival to oppose Russian pianist 
Denis Matsuev’s scheduled performance. Their counter-
concert featured Ukrainian musicians and sympathetic 
Harvard faculty. The Boston Globe’s Jeremy Eichler wrote: 
“These Russian artists who are courted by the Kremlin 
because of their cultural eminence… shouldn’t be sur-
prised when the Kremlin’s actions then follow them far 
away from home.” 

Almost 600 miles away, demonstrators picketed piano 
soloist Valentina Lisitsa (and her especially vitriolic anti-
Ukrainian Twitter pages) and handed out information fly-
ers in front of Pittsburgh Symphony’s Heinz Hall at its sea-
son opening concerts on September 20. One hundred 
activists protested the opening night performance of the 
Bolshoi Ballet at the Saratoga Performing Arts Center in 
Saratoga Springs, N.Y., on July 29. Many concert-goers 

Oksana Dyka, Angelina Gadeliya and Solomiya Ivakhiv at the concert “Ukraine, Shevchenko & Music” that took 
place on December 7 at Merkin Hall.

Vasyl Lopukh

Andriana Chuchman, who debuted at the Metropolitan 
Opera on January 9.

Taras Shevchenko’s etching “Self-Portrait in a Light 
Suit” (St. Petersburg, 1860), was among the works in the 
exhibit “Taras Shevchenko: Poet, Artist, Icon” on view at 

The Ukrainian Museum on June 29-November 2.
Chia Messina

Culture and the arts:
from music to fashion

bling concrete pavers in front of the monument.
On November 1, The Ukrainian Museum in New York 

and the Yara Arts Group presented “Ira Aldridge and Taras 
Shevchenko: Two Icons and Friends,” a program exploring 
the friendship between the great African American 
Shakespearian actor and the Ukrainian poet. Part lecture, 
part poetry readings, the evening was introduced by 
Broadway star Andre De Shields, known for his roles in 
“The Wiz” and “Ain’t Misbehavin’.” Aldridge and 
Shevchenko were both artists, and both fought against 
slavery and identified with their peoples. During Aldrich’s 
1858 tour of Russia, the two met and became fast friends. 
Shevchenko drew a well-known portrait of the famous 
actor, which was on loan from Kyiv to The Ukrainian 
Museum in the fall, as part of its comprehensive exhibit 
“Taras Shevchenko: Poet, Artist, Icon.”

Bandurist Julian Kytasty, dancer and choreographer 
Inka Juslin and poet Taras Malkovych opened the ninth 
season of the Bandura Downtown concert series at The 
Ukrainian Museum in New York on October 25. Mr. 
Kytasty recalled his recent summer tour of Ukraine and 
visits to the estates where Shevchenko lived, and the mon-
asteries and churches he painted. The songs performed 
were ones Shevchenko himself sang or would have heard 
from the lirnyky and kobzari of his day.

The Ukrainian Bandurist Chorus under Oleh Mahlay 
presented two concerts based on Shevchenko texts in 
New York and Philadelphia on October 18 and 19.

A “Poetry Slam” evening was held in The Ukrainian 
Museum in New York where audience members were 
invited to read Shevchenko in the original or translations. 
Prof. Alexander Motyl was the moderator of the event, 
which heard translations of Shevchenko into English, 
French, German, Slovak, Hungarian and Yiddish.

Composer Virko Baley gave an interesting interview in 
The Weekly (November 2) about Shevchenko’s musical 
tastes and how this affected the December 7 Merkin Hall 
program featuring soprano Oksana Dyka and violinist 
Solomiya Ivakhiv. A singer himself, Shevchenko was par-
ticularly fond of opera and vocalists. He loved operas by 
Donizetti, Meyerbeer and Rossini, and had a long friend-
ship with Hulak-Artemovsky, composer of “Zaporozhets 
beyond the Danube.” He thought very highly of Mozart, 
Haydn, Beethoven, Chopin and Mendelssohn. Doubtless 
he attended performances of “Othello” and other 
Shakespearian plays when Aldridge toured the area. 
When the music was being selected for the Dyka/Ivakhiv 
recital, the aim was to pick pieces written to the words of 
Shevchenko and selections he knew of, or heard and loved 
from world musical literature, Dr. Baley explained. That is 
why Ms. Dyka opened the evening with Bellini’s “Casta 
Diva” and included arias by Mozart and Rossini.

The Ukrainian Institute announced the Shevchenko 
Essay Contest winners. The topic was “Taras Shevchenko – 
Why Does He Matter Today?” and was intended to explore 
the bard’s legacy and continued impact; all essays had to 
be written in English. The top three winners were stu-
dents from universities in Kyiv, Ivano-Frankivsk and 
Nizhyn. Because there were so many worthy essays sub-
mitted, the UIA and judges decided to award 30 additional 
merit awards of $100 each, in addition to the 10 honorary 
mention prizes of $300 each. 
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showed solidarity with the demonstrators and this story 
dominated local media.

On May 23, Brooklyn musicians organized a concert at 
Our Lady of Refuge Church to raise funds for Ukrainian 
military fighting pro-Russian terrorists. Organized by 
soprano Liudmila Joy-Vasuta and coordinated by Dmytro 
Topchiy and Ukraine Abroad, this action raised $3,000 and 
featured vocalists and instrumentalists. 

The Ukrainian Bandurist Chorus under Oleh Mahlay 
performed in Parma, Ohio, on March 5 at a benefit concert 
to raise funds for the families of the fallen Heavenly 
Brigade.

At the legendary home of the Vanderbilts at the 
Breakers in Newport, R.I., Dr. Orest Zaklynsky and 
Lubomyr Demchuk organized a concert on July 28 dedi-
cated to the heroes of the Euro-Maidan with the hope this 
will be the beginning of an annual event. Featured were 
three young Kyiv artists: bandurist/vocalist Larysa 
Dedyuch; Ukrainian bandurist Roman Hrynkiv; and the 
winner of the 2012 International Horowitz Competition, 
pianist Roman Lopatynsky. 

In Toronto on May 24, the Canadian Bandurist Capella 
presented a sold-out benefit concert for the Ukrainian 
heroes who had suffered on the Maidan. The capella per-
formed under the direction of Andriy Dmytrovych and 
featured an appearance by Zoloti Struny, an ensemble of 
young male and female bandura players and singers 
directed by Oksana Zelinska Shevchuk.

Throughout the year, Ukrainian musicians continued to 
showcase their talents and delighted audiences in cham-
ber recitals, symphony halls and opera theaters.

Ukrainian Canadian soprano Andriana Chuchman 
made an unexpected earlier Met Opera debut as Adina in 
“L’Elisir d’Amore” on January 9, filling in for an ailing Anna 
Netrebko. The New York Times critic Zachary Woolfe 
praised her “… melting fullness… and exuberant vigor 
from long, lyrical phrases to glittering little tumbles of 
notes.” Ms. Chuchman is a native of Winnipeg and was a 
member of the San Francisco Opera’s Merola Program. 
She has appeared with Chicago Lyric Opera, Michigan 
Opera Theater, the Kennedy Center, Edmonton and 
Manitoba operas and the Toronto Symphony.

Soprano Oksana Dyka made her Met Opera debut on 
February 6 in Borodin’s “Prince Igor” – also shown in the-
aters in “The Met: Live in HD.” Ms. Dyka, a principal soloist 
with the Kyiv National Opera, has performed with leading 
opera houses in Austria, Germany, France, Italy, Canada 
and the United States. On December 7, Ms. Dyka and vio-
linist Solomiya Ivakhiv performed at a concert titled 
“Ukraine, Shevchenko & Music” at Merkin Concert Hall 
near Lincoln Center. Their program featured compositions 
set to Shevchenko poems, and a world premier for violin 
and piano by Kharkiv-born composer Alexander 
Shchetynsky. The New York Times critic Anthony 
Tommasini praised Ms. Dyka’s “cool, penetrating intensity, 
fearless high notes and a glint of steel in her sound.”

Kyiv-born Van Cliburn Competition Gold Medal Winner 
Vadym Kholodenko attracted one of the largest crowds 
ever in Crowell Auditorium at a February 14 concert at 
Wesleyan University in Connecticut. 

Odesa-born violinist Aleksey Semenenko, first prize 
winner of the 2012 Young Artists International Auditions, 
made his successful Washington recital debut on January 
28 at the Kennedy Center. This concert was partly spon-

sored by The Washington Group Cultural Fund, which also 
presented concerts by pianists Thomas Hrynkiw, and 
Anna and Dmitri Shelest.

The well-known Canadian piano duo of Ireneus and 
Luba Zuk presented a recital of contemporary composi-
tions by Bartok and Constantinidis, which included rarely 
heard pieces by Ukrainian composers Fedir Akimenko, 
Halyna Ovcharenko, Yevhen Stankovych and Canadian 
George Fiala.

As part of the U.S. government’s outreach to the 
Palestinian people, Ohio pianist Roman Rudnytsky per-
formed recitals and conducted master classes in February 
at the Bethlehem Peace Center, and Academies of Music in 
Bethlehem and Jerusalem, schools on the West Bank, and 
for music students of Al-Quds University in the Shufat 
Palestine refugee camp. 

On June 7, the eighth season of the “Bandura 
Downtown” series concluded with a concert in conjunc-
tion with The Ukrainian Museum’s Shevchenko exhibition. 
The performers were bandurist Julian Kytasty, composer 
Roman Turovsky, and klezmer artist Michael Alpert.

Jazz violinist Yuri Turchyn with his four-man ensemble 
performed at a Winter Solstice Concert on December 21 at 
the Hannah Art Gallery in the historic Paterson Museum in 
New Jersey. Sharing the stage with singer/percussionist 
Alessandra Belloni and violinist Joe Deninzon, Mr. Turchyn 
introduced and performed improvisations on his acoustic 
and electric violins in this concert dedicated to the shortest 
day/ longest night in the year, a time when “homes were 
filed with candles and Christmas lights, and evergreens and 
wreaths represented rebirth and the circle of life.”

The dean of Ukrainian composers, Myroslav Skoryk, 
was honored on his 75th birthday with a Naxos CD release 
of his music performed by Hobart Earle and the Odesa 
Philharmonic. The compositions recorded included Mr. 
Skoryk’s “Carpathian Concerto,” “Diptych,” and violin and 
cello concertos.

FILM

More than ever before, Ukrainian filmmakers drew 
inspiration from the most recent headlines of the day. 
Because these stories about Ukraine dominated media in 
2014, international cinema audiences were exposed to 
diverse presentations ranging from documentaries to ani-
mation to creative fiction. In particular, YouTube videos on 
the Internet emerged to become a most powerful tool for 
the reporting of fast-breaking events, from the Maidan to 
Crimea, Odesa and the invasion in Ukraine’s east. 

In September, the Toronto International Film Festival 
screened two documentary-type Ukrainian films: Sergei 
Loznitsia’s “Maidan” and Myroslaw Slaboshpytsky’s 
“Tribe” about the initiation rites and subsequent clan 
thuggery and prostitution activities of a group of deaf-
mute boys in a Kyiv “internat.” “Tribe” had previously gar-
nered the Grand Prix Critics Award at Cannes and quickly 
became one of the most critically talked about films.

Oles Sanin’s new movie “The Guide” received screen-
ings in early December in New York, Philadelphia, 

Chicago, Ann Arbor, Detroit and at Harvard. Intended for a 
broad audience, the film portrays a young American boy 
who befriends a blind bandurist and ends up on the run in 
Stalinist Ukraine around the time of the massacre of the 
bandurists by the Soviets.

On September 27 in New York, the Shevchenko 
Scientific Society hosted a presentation of short films pro-
duced by Babylon ’13 Group, which was organized in 
December 2013 to film the protests in Ukraine. The 
screenings were introduced by Igor Gruzinov, an ethnic 
Russian wounded three times during the Maidan move-
ment, and one of the founding members of Babylon. The 
films depicted the Maidan, the Ukrainian army in Crimea, 
Mariupol and the residents in Sloviansk.

Prof. Yuri Shevchuk reflected on the first decade of the 
Ukrainian Film Club at Columbia University. His two-part 
interview in The Weekly (November 30 and December 7) 
outlined the activities of the club: providing a platform for 
young generation of Ukrainian filmmakers, approaching 
bigger outlets such as the Tribeca Festival, connecting 
American filmmakers with Ukrainian counterparts and 
propagating Ukrainian film through mini-festivals in dif-
ferent cities. One of the primary goals of the Film Club 
always was to sponsor discussions with every showing, to 
speak about what the film represents and about 
“…Ukrainian culture in its infinite manifestations… to have 
a conversation, to create a buzz.” 

During the course of four weekends in October, the 
Pittsburgh Hoverla Film Festival featured a diversity of 
styles and genres in contemporary Ukrainian cinema, 
from documentaries by the Babylon ’13 group to anima-
tion to adventure stories and thrillers. Themes included 
the Maidan, Crimea, the 2013 “Shadows of Un-forgotten 
Ancestors” and a true story about the 1928 Ukrainian 
strongest man on earth titled “Ivan the Powerful.”

The Ukrainian Museum in New York on December 5 
hosted a showing of the 1964 film “The Dream” based on the 
satirical poem by Shevchenko and his subsequent forced 
exile. Dr. Vitaly Chernetsky from Kansas University intro-
duced the film and moderated the Q&A session afterwards.

ART

Artist Emilie Brzezinski, wife of former National 
Security Advisor Zbigniew Brzezinski, featured a sculpture, 
“Ukraine Trunk 2014,” as the centerpiece of her September 
18 exhibit at the Kreeger Museum in Washington. Her tow-
ering chain-saw creation was inspired by New York Times 
photographs of Maidan demonstrations.

Artist Ola Rondiak presented an exhibit in July titled 
“Revolution of Dignity” inspired by the faces of women liv-
ing through Ukraine’s recent struggles, and the stoicism 
and unmoved patience of Byzantine iconography, the 
“bedrock of Ukrainian values.” A Cleveland native, Ms. 
Rondiak had relocated in 1995 with her family to live in 
Kyiv. The exhibit of collage paintings was on display at the 
Soyuzivka Heritage Center.

Opening in July, an art exhibit titled “Voice of Ukraine” 
by Ukrainian American artist Oksana Tanasiv went on dis-

The cover of the 2014 Naxos CD release of Myroslav 
Skoryk’s “Carpathian Concerto.”

Susan Hwang, Bob Holman and Julian Kytasty perform in “Capt. John Smith Goes to Ukraine,” whose North 
American premiere was on November 27 at La MaMa ETC.

Volodymyr Klyuzko
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The situation in Ukraine was the primary spark in 
stimulating conversations and multiple collabora-
tions between academia in the diaspora and Ukraine.

Columbia University’s spring semester started with an 
offering of eight courses in Ukrainian studies. Two of these 
courses were taught by Dr. Oksana Mykhed, a historian 
who obtained her Ph.D. from Harvard University, while 
another course was taught by Prof. Alexander Motyl, one 
of the most active and respected Ukrainian studies schol-
ars in North America today. Another six courses were 
offered during the fall semester, when Dr. Anastasiia 
Grynko from the Mohyla School of Journalism in Kyiv 
returned to teach and Ambassador Valeriy Kuchynskyi 
lent his expertise on the topic of Ukraine’s foreign policy. 
In addition, arriving in the fall and visiting for the entire 
2104-2015 academic year was Fulbright scholar Dr. 
Tetiana Shestopalova, professor of the Department of 
Ukrainian Literature and Method of its Teaching at 
Luhansk Taras Shevchenko National University. To round 
out the year, Dr. Yuri Shevchuk continued his courses on 
Ukrainian film and instructions in the Ukrainian language.

The fall semester at Columbia also featured the 12th 
installment in the Contemporary Ukrainian Literature 
Series, co-sponsored by the Ukrainian Studies Program at 
the Harriman Institute and the Kennan Institute in 
Washington. This year’s guest was writer Oleksander 
Boichenko, a literary critic, publicist, essayist and transla-
tor from Chernivtsi. In addition, the Ukrainian Film Club of 
Columbia University celebrated its 10th anniversary, 
marking the milestone with monthly screenings of 
Ukrainian films throughout the academic year and a spe-
cial screening of the much-talked-about film “The Guide” 
at which the film’s director, Oles Sanin, was present. 

Students at Wayne State University (WSU) in Detroit 
had the opportunity to study both the Ukrainian language 
and the rich cultural heritage of Ukraine through courses 
and events offered by the Slavic Program in the Department 
of Classical and Modern Languages, Literatures and 
Cultures. Ukrainian courses at WSU are designed for under-
graduate students with no previous knowledge of 
Ukrainian, as well as for heritage speakers who would like 
to expand and improve their language skill. It was 
announced that a new course to WSU Ukrainian studies, 
“Introduction to Ukrainian Culture,” will be offered for the 
first time in winter 2015.

Penn State programs that foster collaboration between 
the College of Agricultural Sciences and agricultural uni-
versities in Ukraine received $100,000 from George and 
Nina Woskob of State College, Pa., to support the Woskob 
Ukraine New Century Fund, an endowment established by 
Mr. Woskob’s parents, Helen and Alex Woskob, in 2006. 
The fund is designed to promote partnerships, build insti-
tutions and create networks of support for agricultural 
entrepreneurs and industries as the foundation for a dem-
ocratic and market-oriented Ukraine. The endowment 
also supports faculty development programs, graduate 

assistantships, and conferences and exchanges with uni-
versities and businesses in Ukraine.

Tributes to the National University of Kyiv Mohyla 
Academy held in Chicago and Washington during mid-
September marked the beginning of yearlong plans to cel-
ebrations of the 400th anniversary of the founding of 
academy, for centuries a catalyst in educating Ukraine’s 
leaders. These events, presented as a “Salute to Ukraine,” 
were also an occasion to honor the courage of the people 
of Ukraine in their ongoing, heroic defense of both person-
al dignity and their nation’s independence. The first event 
was held at the University Club of Chicago on September 
14 and was co-sponsored with the Chicago Kyiv Sister 
Cities Committee. On September 16, in the large Caucus 
Room of the Cannon House Office Building on Capitol Hill, 
U.S. Reps. Sander Levin (D-Mich.) and Marcy Kaptur 
(D-Ohio) and other members of the Congressional 
Ukrainian Caucus, the Helsinki Commission and Freedom 
House were among those honored during the celebration. 
The event was hosted by the Kyiv Mohyla Foundation of 
America, the Congressional Ukrainian Caucus and the 
Embassy of Ukraine.

A workshop funded by the Killam Foundation at the 
University of Alberta was held at St. Benedict’s Retreat 
and Conference Center to explore how scholars – specifi-
cally the faculty at the University of Alberta and Cape 
Breton University involved in the Sanctuary Project – 
might work with the Ukrainian Catholic and Ukrainian 
Orthodox Churches of Canada to help them utilize aca-
demic research in Church decision-making related to 
demographic changes. The goal of the Sanctuary Project, 
which is based at the Canadian Institute of Ukrainian 
Studies (CIUS) at the University of Alberta, is to document 
the Ukrainian spiritual heritage on the Canadian prairies.

A scholarly gathering on the subject of “Canada, the 
Great War and the Internment of Enemy Aliens, 1914-
1920” was successfully held in Banff, appropriately at the 
Cave and Basin National Historic Site, a facility originally 
built by internee labor during the war. The October 17-18 
event was organized by the Kule Ukrainian Canadian 
Studies Center at CIUS in collaboration with the University 
of Alberta’s Wirth Institute for Austrian and Central 
European Studies. The other key partners in the project 
were Canada’s First World War Internment Recognition 
Fund and the Ukrainian Canadian Civil Liberties 
Foundation. Attendees had an opportunity to hear talks 
about the impact of World War I on Ukrainians and other 
immigrants to Canada from the Austro-Hungarian Empire. 

The Canadian Institute of Ukrainian Studies at the 
University of Alberta, together with the Canadian 
Foundation for Ukrainian Studies (CFUS) and Peter 
Savaryn, a well-known Ukrainian Canadian activist, 
announced the launch of the Peter and Olya Savaryn 
Award. The award is intended to support a range of schol-
arly and educational projects at CIUS. The Peter Savaryn 
Award for Contributions to the Development of Ukrainian 
Studies was originally created by CFUS in 1996 and 
matched in value by Mrs. Savaryn with a personal dona-
tion in 1997. Since then, the principal of the fund has 
remained intact and has now generated an amount suffi-
cient for an annual award.

Members of Kyiv Mohyla Foundation committees and board of directors with National University of Kyiv Mohyla 
Academy representatives at the 400th anniversary celebration of the university held in Washington on September 
16. Fifth from left is Vyacheslav Bryukhovetsky, honorary president of NUKMA; sixth from left is NUKMA 
President Serhiy Kvit; fourth from right is Marta Farion, president of the Kyiv Mohyla Foundation; and second 

from right is William Green Miller, the foundation’s co-chair.

Vadym Gyliuk

Academia: collaboration,
closer ties with Ukraine

play in the Mayor’s Gallery in Stamford, Conn. It was a 
political collection of realistic and surrealistic images with 
collage and was dedicated to the fight of the Ukrainian 
nation for a better future.

The Ukrainian National Museum in Chicago is annually 
visited by thousands and especially in 2014 served as 
ambassador for Ukraine due to increased visitor interest. 
Its permanent collection includes priceless relics, artifacts 
brought by Chicago’s first Ukrainian immigrants, Kozak 
weapons, hetman’s medals, antique bibles, 100-year-old 
“Kobzars” and much more.

The Ukrainian Institute in New York hosted a two month 
“2014 Summer Art Exhibit” devoted to contemporary paint-
ings of Ukrainian fine artists: Ilona Sochynsky, Max Vityk, 
Vasyl Bazhaj, Mykola Zhuravel and Temo Svirely.

An exhibit of 40 sculptures by Petro Kapschutschenko 
was presented at the Ukrainian Educational and Cultural 
Center in Jenkintown, Pa. Born in Dnipropetrovsk, Mr. 
Kapschutschenko established his own studio in 
Philadelphia in 1963. He passed away in 2006. His works in 
various media have been exhibited in the U.S., Canada and 
Argentina, and are on display in nine museums in Ukraine.

THEATER
The North American Premiere of “Capt. John Smith 

Goes to Ukraine” took place at the La MaMa ETC in New 
York on February 27. Directed by Virlana Tkacz, this was 
first performed in Kyiv in 2013. The production dealt with 
the early adventures of John Smith in Eastern Europe and 
Ukraine before he travelled to Jamestown to become the 
famous figure of American history. 

On March 15 and 16, Ms. Tkacz and the Yara Arts Group 
also presented “Dark Night Bright Stars” at the La MaMa 
Theater in New York. This was a dramatization of the meet-
ing and friendship between Shevchenko and one of the 
greatest Shakespearean actors of that time, the African 
American Ira Aldrich, and included readings from 
Shakespeare, and traditional songs from Africa and Ukraine.

AUTHORS

On November 2, the Toronto 35th International Festival 
of Authors was held under the auspices of the Shevchenko 
Foundation. Organized by its director, Dr. Christine 
Turkewych, the foundation sponsored a literary perspec-
tive on World War I and the internment of Ukrainian 
Canadians. The panel was moderated by Prof. Alexander 
Motyl and included readings by Prof. Bohdan Kordan, 
author Marsha Forchuk Skrypuch and freelance writer, 
editor and translator Jars Balan. 

Prof. Michael Naydan from Penn State University pub-
lished his anthology of new Ukrainian women prose writers 
titled “Herstories,” which he said offers a “glimpse into the 
heart and soul of some of Ukraine’s finest women writers.”

DANCE

The Zolotyj Promin Dance Ensemble from Hartford, 
Conn., celebrated its 20th anniversary with a gala perfor-
mance at the Bushnell Theater on October 4. During the 
past two decades more than 225 students have performed 
with this group, which is often invited to various festivals.

FASHION

In a renewed sense of pride, many Ukrainian politicians 
and entertainers chose Ukrainian designers and adopted 
ornaments featuring Ukrainian folk motifs. Dr. Maryna 
Poroshenko attended her husband’s presidential inaugu-
ration in a dress and stylized necklace by Kyiv designers, 
while Lviv’s Sofiya Fedyna, singer and president of the 
World Federation of Ukrainian Lemko Organizations, 
wore a Lemko wedding “krysa” around her neck. 

At the International Festival of Authors in Toronto on 
November 5 (from left) are: Dr. Christine Turkewych, 
Jars Balan, Prof. Alexander Motyl, Marsha Forchuk 

Skrypuch and Prof. Bohdan Kordan.

Zenia Turkewych-Miner



11THE UKRAINIAN WEEKLY      SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 8, 2015No. 6

“The Last Empire: The Final Days of the Soviet 
Union,” by Serhii Plokhy, was released in 2014.

2014: THE YEAR IN REVIEW
Ukrainians Abroad: News and Views, the e-bulletin of 

the Ukrainian Diaspora Studies Initiative (UDSI) at CIUS, 
released its 100th issue in 2014. Compiled by Dr. Serge 
Cipko, UDSI coordinator, the newsletter brings together 
news stories relating to Ukrainians outside Ukraine and is 
sent to recipients on six continents. 

Canadian and Ukrainian archeologists and historians 
continued their excavations in the town of Baturyn, 
Chernihiv Oblast. Prof. Zenon Kohut, the leading historian 
of the Hetman state and former director of CIUS at the 
University of Alberta, heads this project. Last year, nearly 
70 students and scholars from the universities of 
Chernihiv, Hlukhiv and Sumy, as well as the National 
University of Kyiv Mohyla Academy participated in the 
Baturyn archeological expedition. Since 2001, Canadian 
and Ukrainian archaeologists and historians have cooper-
ated in exploring the antiquities of Baturyn. 
Archaeologists have established that this settlement 
emerged in the late 11th century as a border fortress of 
the Chernihiv principality and flourished during the reign 
of the eminent Hetman Ivan Mazepa (1687-1709). 
Excavations in the town and the dissemination of the find-
ings have been sponsored by the Kowalsky Program for 
the Study of Eastern Ukraine at CIUS at the University of 
Alberta, the Shevchenko Scientific Society of America, the 
Pontifical Institute of Medieval Studies at the University of 
Toronto and the Ucrainica Research Institute in Toronto.

Conferences and roundtables

La Salle University’s Diplomat-in-Residence Program, 
in cooperation with the Central and Eastern European 
Studies program and the Multicultural and International 
Center, sponsored a one-day conference on the latest 
developments in Ukraine. The March 12 event attracted 
more than 80 people, including students and faculty from 
La Salle and neighboring universities, as well as members 
of the local Ukrainian community.

On the 25th anniversary of the emergence of the 
Ukrainian Greek-Catholic Church from the underground in 
the Soviet Union, the M.A. program in Central and Eastern 
European Studies at LaSalle University, in cooperation with 
the St. Sophia Religious Association U.S.A., the Shevchenko 
Scientific Society U.S.A., the Ukrainian Free University 
Foundation and the Lypynsky East European Research 
Institute, hosted an international scholarly conference. The 
keynote address at this conference was delivered by 
Geffrey Kelly (Department of Religion, La Salle University), 
who focused on the life and activities of the German theolo-
gian and Pastor Dietrich Bonhoeffer (1906-1945) and the 
numerous parallels between the life of the Church under 
National Socialism and Communism.

The Petro Jacyk Program for the Study of Modern 
Ukrainian History and Society, together with the Institute 
for Historical Research, Ivan Franko Lviv National 
University and the Humanities Department of the 
Ukrainian Catholic University, organized a conference on 
“The First World War: The Ukrainian Dimension.” The con-
ference, held on September 12-14, had an international 
character and drew scholars from Austria, Canada, 
Germany, Israel and the United States. The core of the con-
ference was presentations made by mostly younger histo-
rians from different regions of Ukraine, including those 
that are now in the zone of the anti-terrorist operation. The 
conference was co-sponsored by the Austrian Bureau for 
Academic Cooperation and the U.S. Embassy in Ukraine.

On September 20, the Shevchenko Scientific Society 
hosted its first event of the new 2014-2015 academic 
year: a roundtable dedicated to the ongoing situation in 
Ukraine titled “War and Peace in Ukraine: What Next?” 
The panel included Prof. George Grabowicz (Harvard 
University), Ambassador Kuchynskyi and Prof. Iryna 
Vushko (Hunter College), and was emceed by Prof. 
Alexander Motyl (Rutgers University).

To mark the 70th birthday of Prof. Kohut, director of 
the Canadian Institute of Ukrainian Studies (CIUS) from 
1994 to 2012, a roundtable discussion on the history of 
the Ukrainian Kozak Hetmanate was held in Kyiv. The 
event was co-organized by CIUS, the Mykhailo Hrushevsky 
Historical Memorial Museum, the Peter Jacyk Program for 
the Study of Contemporary History and Society, and the 
Institute of Ukrainian Archaeography and Source Studies 
(National Academy of Sciences of Ukraine). The roundta-
ble was held on June 26 at the Hrushevsky Memorial 
Museum, where the historian and his family resided from 
the 1920s to the 1940s. The celebratory address was 
delivered by the museum’s director, Svitlana Pankova, who 
spoke on behalf of the co-organizers. 

“A New Eastern Europe? Eastern Europe in World 
History and World Politics, 1914-2014” was the title of a 
roundtable discussion organized by the Petro Jacyk 
Program for the Study of Modern Ukrainian History and 
Society, together with the bimonthly English-language 
journal New Eastern Europe (Wrocław and Gdańsk, 
Poland). The roundtable took place within the framework 
of the Lviv Book Forum on September 12. The discussion 
was inspired by a suggestion from Prof. Roman Szporluk, 
a member of the New Eastern Europe editorial board, that 
the word “Eastern” be dropped from the title of the jour-
nal to better reflect current realities in the context of the 
Euro-Maidan and its aftermath. 

Books

The book “Between Hitler and Stalin: Ukraine in World 
War II – The Untold Story,” co-authored by Wsevolod W. 
Isajiw, Andrew Gregorovich and Oleh S. Romanyshyn, was 
planned as a companion for those who saw the film by the 
same name, providing the reader with interesting basic 
knowledge about 20th century Ukraine. However, the 
book goes beyond the content of the film by providing the 
background for an understanding of a national political 
movement, including the story of Carpatho-Ukraine and 
the Ukrainian nationalist movement, particularly during 
the German and Soviet occupations and ending with the 
Proclamation of Ukrainian independence in 1991. 

Serhii Plokhy’s newest book, “The Last Empire: The Final 
Days of the Soviet Union,” examines the events surrounding 
the collapse of the Soviet Union in 1991. Based on recently 
declassified documents and original interviews with key 
participants, Dr. Plokhy presented a new interpretation of 
the Soviet Union’s final months, arguing that the key to the 
collapse was not, as President George H. W. Bush pro-

Anne Applebaum delivers the annual Ukrainian Famine 
Lecture in Toronto on October 9.

Prof. Zenon E. Kohut was honored on his 70th birthday 
with a roundtable discussion on the history of the 

Ukrainian Kozak Hetmanate held on June 26 in Kyiv.

CIUS

claimed, a triumph of Western democracy, but the inabili-
ty of the two largest Soviet republics, Russia and Ukraine, 
to agree on the continuing existence of a unified state.

In “After the Holodomor: The Enduring Impact of the 
Great Famine on Ukraine,” published by the Harvard 
Ukrainian Research Institute, the contributing editors Dr. 
Andrea Graziosi, Dr. Lubomyr Hajda and Dr. Halyna Hryn, 
used more than 20 years of research from archives 
opened since the collapse of the Soviet Union to gain a bet-
ter understanding of the Holodomor’s impact on Ukraine. 
Divided into two parts – short- and long-term conse-
quences – the book gives a comprehensive assessment of 
the information that has been examined by leading schol-
ars of the subject.

On October 11, the Shevchenko Scientific Society host-
ed a presentation of the book “Literature, Exile, Alterity: 
The New York Group of Ukrainian Poets,” written by Prof. 
Maria G. Rewakowicz, who is affiliated with the 
Department of Slavic Languages and Literatures at the 
University of Washington. The book, published by 
Academic Study Press in 2014, is based on her disserta-
tion about the New York Group, concentrating on works of 
seven original members of the Group: Bohdan Boychuk, 
Yuri Tarnavsky, Bohdan Rubchak, Patricia Kylyna, Zhenia 
Vasylkivska, Emma Andriewska and Vira Vovk. This study, 
based largely on the archival collections of the New York 
Group that are preserved at the Bakhmetyev Archive at 
Columbia University and at the Central-State Museum-
Archive of Literature and Art in Kyiv. 

Holodomor

Scholars from Canada, France, Italy, Hong Kong, 
England, Ukraine and the United States gathered in 
Toronto on September 26-27 to examine and compare the 
Ukrainian, Kazakh, Chinese and Soviet famines at the con-
ference “Communism and Hunger.” The conference, orga-
nized by the Holodomor Research and Education 
Consortium (HREC) of the Canadian Institute of Ukrainian 
Studies, University of Alberta, explored the similarities 
and differences between these political famines. 

Five researchers recently gathered for two days of 
intense discussion at the Holodomor Workshop in 
Toronto. The event allowed scholars early in their careers 
to present preliminary findings and to benefit from in-
depth engagement with peers and established experts, 
explained Olga Andriewsky, professor of history at Trent 
University and one of the workshop facilitators. The work-
shop was organized by the Holodomor Research and 
Education Consortium in cooperation with the Ukrainian 
Canadian Research and Documentation Center at St. 
Vladimir Institute in Toronto.

The Toronto Annual Ukrainian Famine Lecture was 
delivered on October 9 by the celebrated writer Anne 
Applebaum, who spoke on the Holodomor and its relation 
to current events in a talk titled “Why Stalin Feared 
Ukraine and Why Putin Fears It Today.” The event was 
organized by the Holodomor Research and Education 
Consortium of the Canadian Institute of Ukrainian Studies, 
University of Alberta; the Petro Jacyk Program for the 
Study of Ukraine; the Canadian Foundation for Ukrainian 
Studies; and the Center for Russian and East European 
Studies at the University of Toronto. Ms. Applebaum 
began her presentation by describing how Joseph Stalin’s 
early career later shaped his policies in Ukraine.
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Ukrainian Insurgent Army and the Organization of 
Ukrainian Nationalists; CFO at Providence Association of 
Ukrainian Catholics; teacher and later principal of the 
Ukrainian School of Arts and Sciences; instrumental in 
developing the concept of a united Ukrainian academic 
program at the Ukrainian Educational and Cultural Center, 
uniting all the Ukrainian schools in Philadelphia – 
September 22.

Yevhen Sverstiuk, 85, Kyiv, writer, philosopher and 
civic figure, who spent years in the Soviet labor camps for 
his commitment to truth and to Ukraine; moral beacon for 
many; one of the “Shestydesiatnyky,” whose cultural and 
political activities were a form of moral opposition to the 
Soviet regime; arrested in 1972 and convicted of “anti-
Soviet agitation and progaganda,” served seven years in 
Perm labor camps; president of the Ukrainian PEN Club – 
December 1.

Anatole Kolomayets, 87, Chicago, prolific artist; born 
in the Kobeliaky region of Poltava; immigrated to the 
United States and settled in Chicago, where he quickly 
became involved in the artistic life of Ukrainian Chicago; 
worked as a commercial artist; had 42 one-man shows 
spanning a 60-year career; recognized as an Honored 
Artist of Ukraine in 2007 – December 9.

Oleh Lysheha, 65, Kyiv, Ukrainian poet, playwright and 
translator; a visiting Fulbright scholar at Penn State 
University; received the PEN Award for Poetry in 
Translation – along with James Brasfield of Penn State – in 
2000 for “The Selected Poems of Oleh Lysheha;” known 
for having translated into Ukrainian works by T. S. Eliot 
and Ezra Pound – December 17.

Stefaniya Shabatura, 76, Lviv, artist, former member 
of the Ukrainian Helsinki Group and former Soviet politi-
cal prisoner; arrested in 1972, charged with “anti-Soviet 
agitation and propaganda” and sentenced to five years’ 
harsh-regime labor camp and three years’ exile; while 
serving in the Mordovian labor camp at Barashevo, took 
an active part in protest actions and hunger strikes, 
demanding political prisoner status and an amnesty for all 
prisoners of conscience, and was frequently put into soli-
tary confinement because of her actions; in the late 1980s 
became actively involved in the national and political 
revival in Ukraine – active member of the Lviv chapter of 
Memorial and Rukh; took part in the struggle to re-estab-
lish the Ukrainian Greek-Catholic Church – December 17.

Alexander Tsiovkh, 63, Lawrence, Kan., director of 
Ukrainian Studies at University of Kansas; originally from 
Lviv, joined the University of Kansas in 1993 as a visiting 
professor of Ukrainian studies and quickly became indis-
pensable to both graduate and undergraduate programs 
in Russian, East European and Eurasian studies; since 
1994, organized and directed the KU Intensive Ukrainian 
Language and Culture summer program at Ivan Franko 
University in Lviv – December 23. 

Michael Komichak, 95, McKees Rocks, Pa., Ukrainian 
American community leader and prominent ethnic radio 
broadcast personality; enjoyed a 45-year career with 
Pittsburgh radio station WPIT, including 17 years as the 
station’s general manager; since 1950 host of WPIT’s 
“Ukrainian Radio Program,” which generated financial 
support for many Ukrainian projects and causes, raising 
almost $1 million over the years – December 28.

Myroslaw Shmigel, 89, New York, lifelong community 
activist and patriot; president of the national executive of 
the Ukrainian American Youth Association; president of 
the Ukrainian Congress Committee of America, New York 
chapter; president of the board of directors of Self 
Reliance New York Federal Credit Union; member of the 
board of directors of the Ukrainian Free University – 
December 30. 

This section features the noteworthy events and peo-
ple of 2014 that defy easy classification. (They 
appear in the order in which they were reported in 

our newspaper.)
• Ruslana Lyzhychko was honored by the U.S. 

Department of State as one of 10 “International Women of 
Courage,” for her “commitment to the Euro-Maidan com-
munity and her steadfast commitment to nonviolent resis-
tance and national unity in the fight against government 
corruption and human rights abuses.” Presented annually 
since 2007 on March 4 – International Women’s Day – the 
awards recognize “women around the globe who have 
demonstrated exceptional courage and leadership in advo-
cating for peace, justice, human rights, gender equality and 
women’s empowerment, often at great personal risk.”

• Ukrainian oligarch Dmytro Firtash, long wanted by U.S. 
authorities on suspicion of bribery and criminal conspiracy, 
was arrested in Vienna on March 12. Mr. Firtash, one of 
Ukraine’s richest men, made his money in the gas, chemi-
cals, media and banking sectors, and was a key backer of 
recently ousted president Viktor Yanukovych. The U.S. 
requested extradition, against which Mr. Firtash filed an 
appeal. Bail was set at $174 million, with the understanding 
that Mr. Firtash would remain in Austria if released on bail.

• The New Jersey Devils hockey team hosted its inaugu-
ral Ukrainian Heritage Night on March 8, at a game against 
the Carolina Hurricanes. Co-organized by Christine and 
Myron Bytz, the event’s pre-game activities included perfor-
mances by local dance groups, strolling accordionists and 
displays of Ukrainian embroidery and pysanky. During one 
of the intermissions the audience was treated to the sight of 
a Ukrainian Kozak riding on the Zamboni waving a 
Ukrainian flag, and during the second period the Devils rec-
ognized as one of their “Heroes Among Us” New York Port 
Authority policeman John Skala, who gave his life on 
September 11, 2001. The post-game audience enjoyed a 
concert by the Dobriansky Brothers. Pleased with the suc-
cess of the event, the Devils welcomed the second Ukrainian 
Heritage Night on December 6, at a game against the 
Washington Capitals. The format was similar to the first 
event – the entertainers were slightly different, and the rec-
ognition as a “Hero Among Us” was given to Markian 
Paslawsky, who was killed in ATO action in Ukraine.

• Ruslana was one of the honorees at the fifth annual 
Women in the World summit hosted by Tina Brown Live 
Media, a four-day program highlighting the achievements 
of women from al continents of the world, as well as 
revealing many of the dreadful consequences suffered by 
women and children in conflict zones. Recognized for her 
leadership during the days and nights of the Euro-Maidan, 
Ruslana was included in the opening program, where she 
sang Ukraine’s national anthem against a video backdrop 
of Euro-Maidan footage. Introduced at the evening pro-
gram by Melanne Verveer, executive director of the 
Institute for Women, Peace and Security at Georgetown 
University and former U.S. ambassador-at-large for global 
women’s issues, Ruslana was lauded not only for her 
recent activism during Euro-Maidan, but also for her sup-
port of the 2004 Orange Revolution, a national protest 
against rigged elections, in addition to a less well-known 
aspect of her activism – her leadership in the fight against 
human trafficking.

• Camp Spirit lake Internment Interpretative Center, 
the first internment interpretative museum, won the high-
est award at Les Grands Prix du Tourisme Québécois, 
besting many entries in various categories in the annual 
tourism competition. The competition acknowledges and 

Eugene Chyzowych Yevhen Sverstiuk Anatole Kolomayets Stefaniya Shabatura Michael Komichak

The noteworthy:
events and people

During 2014 our community mourned the passing of 
many of its prominent members: artists, church 
leaders, soldiers and community activists. Among 

them were the following, listed in order of their passing.
Olga Stasiuk, 58, Warm Mineral Spring, Fla., teacher at 

St. John the Baptist Ukrainian Catholic School in Newark, 
N.J.; activist who, after moving to Florida, continued her 
community involvement as a literacy teacher to newly 
arrived Ukrainians in her community – January 2.

Bishop Cornelius Pasichny, 86, Weston, Ontario, 
served various pastoral and administrative charges in the 
Canadian Basilian Province of the Sacred Heart of Jesus, 
including spiritual director of the newly formed Holy 
Spirit Seminary in Ottawa in the 1980s; appointed bishop 
of the Ukrainian Catholic Eparchy of Saskatoon in 
November 1995, ordained a bishop in January 1996; 
appointed in 1998 as bishop of the Eparchy of Toronto 
and Eastern Canada, retiring from that position in 2003 – 
January 30.

Nicholas Bobeczko, 99, Mentor, Ohio, longtime com-
munity and Ukrainian National Association activist, finan-
cial secretary of UNA Branch 102 for over 60 years; dele-
gate to numerous UNA conventions, serving on the elec-
tions committee at most of them – February 10.

Danylo Luciuk, 101, Kingston, Ontario, member of the 
Organization of Ukrainian Nationalists (Bandera faction) 
who dedicated much of his life to the struggle for 
Ukraine’s independence; political refugee who settled in 
Canada, where together with his wife, Maria, he estab-
lished the Kingston Branch of the League for the 
Liberation of Ukraine and the Ukrainian Canadian Club of 
Kingston – February 15.

Stephen Szyszka, 89, Branchburg, N.J., survivor of Nazi 
youth camp and political refugee who eventually settled in 
Buffalo, N.Y.; active in the Ukrainian community, particu-
larly in Plast Ukrainian Scouting Organization and its 
Chota Krylatykh fraternity – May 1.

Gene Chyzowych, 79, West Orange, N.J., coached soccer 
at Columbia High School in Maplewood, N.J., where his 
757-win record places him third on the all time high 
school win-list; won four New Jersey state championships, 
24 conference and 16 state sectional titles; also coached 
women’s volleyball at Columbia High School, with a 227-0 
career record and 11-year winning streak; played soccer 
professionally in the U.S. and Canada, and coached teams 
in the American Professional Soccer League and the U.S. 
National and U.S. Olympic teams; inducted into the 
National Soccer Hall of Fame in 2009 – May 10.

Roman Kuropas, 71, Chicago, longtime Ukrainian 
National Association and community activist; financial 
secretary of UNA Branch 20 for over 20 years; served two 
terms as an advisor on the UNA General Assembly; mem-
ber of the executive board of the Detroit UNA District 
Committee – May 25. 

Anna Maksymowych, 86, Willow Grove, Pa., librarian 
and translator at the Ukrainian Heritage Studies Center of 
Manor Junior College and the Bluebell and Ambler branch-
es of the Wissahickon Valley Public library; lifelong mem-
ber of Plast Ukrainian Scouting Organization and a found-
ing member of its Chortopolokhy sorority – June 29.

Yaroslaw Tomorug, 84, Clark, N.J., U.S. Army veteran; 
longtime community sports activist and former member 
of the board of directors of the New York Ukrainian Sports 
Club – July 25. 

Bohdan Todoriv, 87, Philadelphia, member of the 

Our community 
mourns their passing
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Ukrainian Dance Ensemble of Whippany, N.J., which is 
under the artistic direction of Andrij Cybyk. The troupe was 
chosen in light of current developments in Ukraine. The 
mission of the parade, which comprises nearly 10,000 
dancers in 142 dance groups showcasing 77 different styles 
of dance, is to celebrate the diversity of the many forms of 
dance and promote dance as a unifying art form. Dressed in 
colorful costumes from the Bukovyna, Hutsulshchyna, 
Poltava and Zakarpattia regions, Iskra dancers performed 
almost the entire 1.3 mile length of the parade route, show-
casing dance combinations from the represented regions. 
Dancers from the senior group of Iskra Ukrainian Dance 
Academy joined Iskra Ensemble dancers for the parade, 
which finished in Tompkins Square Park, where the ensem-
ble performed its “Pryvit” on stage.

• At its annual meeting February 23-26, the Society for 
Mining, Metallurgy & Exploration Inc. honored Ihor Kunasz 
by presenting him with the 2013 Robert M. Dreyer Award 
in Applied Economic Geology. The award recognizes out-
standing achievements accomplished through commercial 
exploration or development of metalliferous and/or non-
metalliferous mineral deposits. Born in France to Ukrainian 
parents, Dr. Kunasz immigrated to the U.S. in 1958 and 
wrote his doctoral thesis at the Pennsylvania State 
University on the origin of lithium in the Clayton Valley.

• Dr. Maria Korkatsch-Groszko was appointed in 
February to Illinois’ Holocaust and Genocide Commission, 
which promotes and provides advice and assistance to 
public and private elementary and secondary schools, and 
institutions of higher education, regarding implementa-
tion of Holocaust and genocide education and commemo-
ration. Dr. Korkatsch-Groszko is professor emerita of 
Northeastern Illinois University (1975-2013), where she 
specialized in bilingual-bicultural and elementary educa-
tion, in addition to serving as associate chair and chair of 
the Department of Teacher Education

• The book “Kyiv, Ukraine. The City of Domes and 
Demons from the Collapse of Socialism to the Mass 
Uprising of 2013-2014,” by Roman Cybriwsky, Temple 
University professor of geography and urban studies, was 
released in June. The book not only covers Kyiv’s many 
attractions – the ancient city center, various museums and 
churches, and topping the list, Trukhaniv Island – but also 
explores the city’s people, their struggles, their spirit and 
their fight against the “demons” wreaking havoc on the 
city. The “demons” take many forms, including poverty, 
takeover and demolition of the city’s ancient structures, 
the outrageous spending of state funds, and the popularity 
of Kyiv as a sex tourism and marriage destination.

• Radio Free Europe/Radio Liberty’s Ukrainian Service, 
known in Ukraine as Radio Svoboda, marked its 60th 
anniversary on September 18 at an event in Kyiv attended 
by Ukrainian Prime Minister Arseniy Yatsenyuk and Kyiv 
Mayor Vitali Klitschko, and hosted by the Prague Freedom 
Foundation. The event included a panel discussion on the 
role of propaganda and the power of independent journal-
ism in situations of conflict and war. The Ukrainian Service 
enjoyed dramatic growth in 2014 as a result of its live-
streamed coverage of events relating to Euro-Maidan; its 
reports from Crimea and the conflict zones in eastern 
Ukraine. Its investigations into the properties and finances 
of the Yanukovych regime are regularly cited by major 

international and local media. Programming via radio, the 
Internet, television and mobile reaches audiences in 21 
countries.

• The Lech Walesa Foundation on September 25 
awarded its annual freedom prize to the Euro-Maidan 
protest movement. The award, worth 100,000 Euros 
($127,000 U.S.), was presented to representative of the 
Euro-Maidan at a ceremony in Gdansk, Poland. Mr. Walesa, 
who spearheaded Poland’s democracy movement and 
was the country’s first post-Communist president, said his 
foundation normally honors specific individuals but this 
year chose “the whole movement which gave hope to the 
Ukrainian people.” Created in 2008, the award is “dedicat-
ed to all those working for understanding, cooperation 
and solidarity between peoples, in the name of freedom 
and values intrinsic to the Solidarity movement.”

• When First Lady Michelle Obama invited 150 stu-
dents to the White House on October 8 for a fashion edu-
cation workshop, she wore a dress designed by Natalya 
Koval of Ukraine, a 29-year-old student at New York’s 
Fashion Institute of Technology. Ms. Koval was selected 
from among 26 FIT students competing in a challenge to 
dress a celebrity. They had been given specifications – not 
too short, but not too long; not too revealing, but not too 
conservative – but had not been told the celebrity would 
be the first lady. In speaking to the New York Daily News 
about her assignment, Ms. Koval said she’d had Mrs. 
Obama in mind as her inspiration for the dress.

• Vera Nakonechny, a Philadelphia Ukrainian and prom-
inent mast in traditional Ukrainian folk art, received from 
the National Endowment for the Arts the country’s high-
est honor in the folk and traditional arts category. The 
award also carries a $25,000 stipend. Ms. Nakonechny is an 
expert in the art of crafting Ukrainian textiles, including 
embroidery, beadwork and weaving, and cultivates and pre-
serves these Ukrainian traditions both in the United States 
and Ukraine. The nine recipients of the award for 2014 
were feted on September 17 at a gala banquet in the Great 

The Iskra Ukrainian Dance Academy and Ensemble of Whippany, N.J., lead the Dance Parade and DanceFest in 
New York on May 17.

Ruslana Lyzhychko (center) with First Lady Michelle 
Obama and Deputy Secretary of State Heather 
Higginbottom at the presentation of the 2014 Secretary of 
State’s International Women of Courage Awards on 

March 4.
Vera Nakonechny was honored on September 17 by the 

National Endowment for the Arts. 

Stefan Slutsky

U.S. Embassy Kyiv

brings attention to Quebec projects whose programs have 
an outstanding impact on the general Quebec community 
and are worthy of public interest. The center, established 
in 2010 and located on the wooded grounds of the original 
internment camp 350 miles north of Montreal, tells the 
story of the still little-known internment of 1,200 innocent 
men, women and children, mainly Ukrainians, taken to 
Spirit Lake in 1915-1917, during Canada’s First National 
internment operations.

• Poland awarded its first Solidarity Prize to Crimean 
Tatar leader Mustafa Dzhemilev for his ongoing contribu-
tions to peace, democracy and human rights. Mr. 
Dzhemilev had previously been awarded the 1998 Nansen 
Peace Medal by the United Nations High Commissioner for 
Refugees for his efforts and commitments to the “right of 
return” of the Crimean Tatars to Crimea, and has twice 
been a candidate for the Nobel Peace Prize. The 70-year 
old Crimean Tatar leader, renowned for this non-violent 
struggle in support of justice, has been labeled an extrem-
ist by authorities in his homeland of Crimea, and is banned 
from entry until 2019. 

• Melissa Talaber Matwyshyn, a seventh-grade and sci-
ence teacher at St. Nicholas Cathedral School in the 
Ukrainian Village section of Chicago, was one of 10 win-
ners of the 2014 Golden Apple Awards for Excellence in 
Education. Ms. Talaber Matwyshyn, who holds a bache-
lor’s degree in biology and chemistry and a master’s 
degree in education from the University of Illinois at 
Chicago, is known as a teacher who inspires her students. 
Golden Apple is a nonprofit organization that works to 
identify Illinois teachers who exemplify the highest stan-
dards and practices of the teaching profession. Award win-
ners receive a tuition-free spring quarter sabbatical at 
Northwestern University and a cash award.

• Sixteen-year old Mykola Shevchik reached the summit 
of Mount Kilimanjaro – 19,340 feet – on June 16, having 
spent seven days on the mountain and hiked 43 miles 
through five different ecosystems. One of Mr. Shevchik’s 
goals in making the trek was to raise funds for the 
“Nebesna Sotnia” (Heavenly Brigade). In this he succeeded 
admirably, with over $5,750 raised for the United 
Ukrainian American Relief Committee as a result of his 
efforts. Young Mr. Shevchik is a 10th grade student at St. 
Alban’s School in Washington, a student at the Taras 
Shevchenko School of Ukrainian Studies and a member of 
Plast Ukrainian Scouting Organization.

• Two prominent Ukrainian civil and human rights 
activists – Mustafa Dzhemilev and Myroslav Marynovych – 
received the 2014 Truman-Reagan medal of Freedom 
awarded by the Victims of Communism Memorial 
Foundation, at a ceremony on June 11 in front of the 
Victims of Communism Memorial in Washington. Mr. 
Dzhemilev was described at the presentation ceremony as 
a “heroic example of bravery.” Having spent decades 
defending the political rights of Crimean Tatars from 
Soviet aggression, he is now – as a member of the 
Ukrainian Parliament – leading an offensive against 
Russian President Vladimir Putin’s aggression and annex-
ation of Crimea. Mr. Marynovych has been defending his 
countrymen’s human and civil rights for decades. He 
served time in a Soviet hard-labor camp and in exile for 
being an “agitator,” helped organize the Ukrainian Helsinki 
Group and founded and chaired the Ukrainian chapter of 
Amnesty International; since 2000 he has been the vice-
rector of the Ukrainian Catholic University in Lviv. 

• When the eighth annual Dance Parade and DanceFest 
took place in New York on May 17, it was led by the Iskra 
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Hall of the Library of Congress. The cover of the invitation 
featured Ms. Nakonechny’s stunning gerdan beadwork.

• Photographer Joseph Sywenkyj received the W. 
Eugene Smith Memorial Fund’s 2014 grant in humanistic 
photography for his project “Verses from a Nation in 
Transition,” which takes a sensitive look at families who 
have been seriously impacted physically, mentally and 
economically by the crisis in Ukraine. The Smith grants 
are presented annually to photographers whose work is 
judged by a panel of experts to be in the best tradition of 
the compassionate dedication exhibited by photojournal-
ist W. Eugene Smith. This year’s recipients were selected 
from 170 entries received from 42 countries, and present-
ed their awards at a special ceremony at the School of 
Visual Arts Theater in New York on October 15.

• Dr. Timothy Snyder, Yale University professor and histo-
rian, whose research and analysis of developments in 
Central and Eastern Europe, and his recent book, 
“Bloodlands: Europe between Hitler and Stalin,” have earned 
him worldwide acclaim, was honored in Washington on 
October 25 as the 2014 recipient of the Omelan and Tatiana 
Antonovych Foundation Award. Since the awards program 
began in 1981, “intellectual integrity and objective writing 
were always paramount in the choice of candidates.” In 
accepting the award, Dr. Snyder stressed that “Ukrainian 
studies are extremely important at this particular time and 
place” because Ukrainian history helps one see the multi-
plicity, confusion and complexity of that region.

• The Ukrainian Technological Society of Pittsburgh 
honored Pittsburgh native Dorothy Walgus Waslo with its 
2014 Ukrainian of the Year Award, presented on 
November 1. Ms. Waslo, an accomplished choir conductor, 
was honored for her efforts to promote and maintain the 
tradition of Ukrainian sacred and choral music through 
the founding and leadership of the Ukrainian Cultural 
Trust Choir of Western Pennsylvania since 1990; and her 
directorial accomplishments, as she introduced Ukrainian 
sacred and choral music to church and community audi-
ences in over 20 years of performances.

• A new biography of legendary dancer, teacher and cho-
reographer Vasile Avramenko, “The Showman and the 
Ukrainian Cause,” was written by Orest Martynowych, a 
historian at the Center for Ukrainian Canadian Studies, 
University of Manitoba in Winnipeg. His book is meticu-
lously and scrupulously researched, covering Ukrainian, 
Ukrainian Canadian and Ukrainian American history, cul-
ture, politics and entertainment over many decades, pre-
senting “the truths of a well-documented life.”

• The Ukrainian Service of the Voice of America marked 
its 65th anniversary with a December 11 celebration at the 
VOA headquarters in Washington. Ukraine’s Ambassador 
Olexander Motsyk read greetings from President Petro 
Poroshenko and Prime Minister Arseniy Yatsenyuk, and 
the presentation from President Poroshenko awarding the 
Order of Princess Olha to Myroslava Gongadze, anchor of 
the Ukrainian Service’s daily TV news and the current 
affairs program “Chas-Time,” for her “personal contribution 
to the development of journalism, active civic efforts and 
high professional skills.” Many of the greetings highlighted 
the importance of the VOA Ukrainian Service’s most recent 
work – during the Euro-Maidan protests, the subsequent 
changes in the Kyiv government and Russia’s aggression in 
Crimea and eastern Ukraine.

• The Ukrainian Graduates of Detroit and Windsor cele-
brated their 75th anniversary with a banquet on October 
19, awarding their Ukrainian of the Year award for 2014 to 
Nadia Komarnyckyj McConnell, founder and president of 
the U.S.-Ukraine Foundation (USUF). Co-founded in 1991 by 
Ms. McConnell and her husband, Robert, the USUF has gen-
erated over $40 million in grants over the years for a large 
variety of assistance programs, working with the Verkhovna 
Rada, the State Department Summer Work/Travel Program, 
U.S. Ukraine Policy Dialogue and many others. The founda-
tion has also given close to $1 million in stipends for profes-
sional programs, as well as scholarships to students.

• During the Euro-Maidan, there was an avalanche of 
propaganda against the demonstrators, mostly from 
Russian sources. They were accused of being “fascists,” 
“neo-Nazis,” “ultra-nationalists” and, most commonly, 
“anti-Semites.” The book “Jews, Ukrainians and the 
Euromaidan,” edited by Dr. Lubomyr Luciuk of the Royal 
Military College of Canada and presented in Toronto on 
November 30, aimed to set the record straight. It is a col-
lection of works by various authors covering the period 
November 21, 2013, to March 20, 2014, that give compel-
ling evidence about the positive role played by Ukraine’s 
Jews, as well as those in the diaspora. Prof. Luciuk said 
that, as a historian, he felt the interaction between 
Ukrainians and Jews on the Maidan was significant, and he 
wanted to preserve its historical record.

We at The Ukrainian Weekly started off 2014 with an 
explanation of our new prices that went into effect 
on February 1. The announcement had been made 

a couple of weeks earlier, at the conclusion of our “2013: 
The Year in Review.” Our publisher, the Ukrainian National 
Association, made the decision to set the prices for yearly 
subscriptions at $80 for UNA members and $90 for non-
members. It was a steep increase from the previous $55/$65 
prices for members/non-members, but it does not cover 
the cost of producing and getting our newspapers to you. 

Our editorial of February 16 explained: 
“…last year, when it was made known that the UNA was 

considering switching to an all-digital format for The 
Ukrainian Weekly (a similar format was not being talked 
about for Svoboda), it was calculated that the cost to print 
and mail our newspaper to your home or office was about 
$110. At the same time, readers were told that, if the print 
edition were to be continued, it was probable the UNA 
would have to raise the price for a print subscription to 
$100 for UNA members and $125 for non-members.

“Some of our readers accepted the possibility of a digital-
only Weekly, some did not respond to the questionnaire that 
was sent out, while others protested – some quite vehe-
mently. Some readers said they would pay whatever price 
was needed in order to continue getting a print subscription, 
while others commented that the price would be too high.

“Well, the good news is that the print edition of The 
Weekly is being continued. However, in view of rising 
costs – including postage, because the U.S. Postal Service 
increased its rates for all classes of mail on January 27 – 
the cost of print subscriptions to both weekly newspapers 
published by the UNA had to be raised. Thankfully, the 
price is lower than originally anticipated.”

The other bit of good news we reported at that time 
was that online subscriptions are a real bargain at $40 per 
year, and, for those who subscribe to the print edition, an 
online subscription is only $5 more. Thus, UNA members 
can get both print and online subscriptions for $85, while 
the price for non-members is $90. A huge plus for online 
subscribers is that they get their newspapers as soon as 
they are posted and don’t have to wait for the mail.

Among noteworthy articles we published during the 
year – in addition to Zenon Zawada’s exceptional report-
ing from Kyiv about all aspects of the Euro-Maidan/
Revolution of Dignity and more – were Oleh Wolowyna’s 
examination of the population dynamics of Ukrainians in 
metro New York-New Jersey (June 15); Paul Goble’s analy-
sis of “Lies, damned lies and Russian disinformation” 
(August 31); two commentaries by Gordon Humphrey, a 
former U.S. senator, “Weapons for Ukraine, now” (October 
26) and “How you can help save Ukraine” (November 2); 
and Adrian Bryttan’s News and Views feature titled 
“When ‘high culture’ merges with terrorism” (December 
14). At the beginning of the year (February 9), we pub-
lished a centerfold of stunning photos by Dianna Derhak 
that spotlighted “The People of the Maidan.” If you missed 
any of these, be sure to check them out in our online 
archives at www.ukrweekly.com.

Of course, there were the usual special issues: the 
annual Year in Review (published in four sections from 
January 12 through February 2); the round-up of 
Ukrainian debutante balls (April 6); the 18th annual edi-
tion of “A Ukrainian Summer” (May 4); and the special 
Ukrainian Independence Day issue (August 24). 

Also worth noting is the fact that during 2014 there were 
countless stories about our community’s aid to the Maidan. 
Among the projects covered were: yoga for Ukraine, helmet 
auctions, concerts, festivals, dinners, cabarets, collections of 
items needed on the maidan – you name it. 

And there were a great number of editorials in our 
newspaper regarding developments in Ukraine, even as 
events often moved more quickly than we could cover 
them. And that, folks, is where our Facebook page, initiat-
ed in July of 2012, came in. The page kept our friends in 
touch and in the know. The number of “likes” for our 
Facebook page continued to grow as more and more peo-
ple realized that this is where they can find posts on the 
latest news from our dear Ukraine, as well as other items 
of interest to Ukrainians wherever they might be. We 
ended the year with close to 2,900 likes and since then the 
number has grown some more. (We hasten to add that the 
Facebook page is not a substitute for our newspaper, but 
only an enhancement. Our exclusive editorial content con-
tinues to be found solely on the pages of The Weekly.)

The utility of Facebook was evident toward the end of 
2014 as the big push came to get both houses of the U.S. 

Congress to pass the Ukraine Freedom Support Act. Our 
December 21 editorial began with these words: “ ‘FOUR 
unprecedented Ukrainian Days, millions of calls, posts, 
tweets, e-mails, sheer determination and a UNITED 
UKRAINIAN COMMUNITY can MOVE mountains! Slava 
Ukraini!!’ That’s how the Facebook page of the Ukrainian 
Congress Committee of America characterized the flurry of 
activity that led to the passage by both houses of the U.S. 
Congress of the Ukraine Freedom Support Act of 2014 in 
its ultimate version as HR 5859.” And then to the signing of 
the bill into law by President Barack Obama, we must add.

We noted that thanks were due to “the countless con-
stituents who called, e-mailed, tweeted and wrote to their 
senators and representatives, and to the White House.” 
The power of social media was particularly evident in this 
campaign, as folks shared e-mails, posts on Facebook and 
Twitter messages. And they not only “liked” posts on 
Facebook, but also acted on them. Thanks to social media, 
the reaction of our community was lightning fast and the 
reach of messages urging action was huge. We cited the 
example of just one post about the Ukraine Freedom 
Support Act of 2014 on The Weekly’s Facebook page: it 
reached 3,292 people and was shared 89 times. And there 
were many other similar posts urging action.

Donations to The Ukrainian Weekly Press Fund contin-
ued to be robust during 2014. In fact, they totaled 
$39,445. A large portion of that – $12,500 – came at the 
end of the year in a single donation from one of our stron-
gest supporters: Self Reliance (New York) Federal Credit 
Union. (A like amount was donated by Self Reliance to our 
sister publication, Svoboda.)

In related news, our editorial of June 15 reported on 
the establishment of an endowment fund to support the 
Ukrainian National Association’s two newspapers. You 
see, back in 2010, at the UNA’s 37th Regular Convention, 
delegates had voted to adopt a convention resolution in 
support of the UNA’s beloved newspapers. As presented 
by the Resolutions Committee at the convention, the mea-
sure read: “Whereas, the official publications of the 
Ukrainian National Association – Svoboda and The 
Ukrainian Weekly – represent a crucial public image for 
the Ukrainian National Association and are indispensable 
for the organization in the Ukrainian community at large, 
be it resolved that a UNA Publication Endowment Fund be 
created to ensure the future of the UNA’s official publica-
tions – Svoboda and The Ukrainian Weekly – via a perma-
nent reserve fund.”

Just prior to the 38th Regular Convention held in May 
2014, the UNA did just that by donating $10,000 of seed 
money to an account set up for the endowment. Loyal 
readers and supporters of our newspapers now have an 
opportunity to secure their future by donating to the 
Publication Endowment Fund via the UNA’s charitable 
arm, the Ukrainian National Foundation. The interest 
earned from the endowment’s account will be used to 
support Svoboda (founded 1893) and The Weekly (found-
ed 1933), whose combined years of devoted service to our 
community now exceed 200. We advised readers that to 
contribute to the endowment, donors should make checks 
payable to the Ukrainian National Foundation with the 
notation in the memo line: Publication Endowment Fund. 
Our editorial emphasized: “With the establishment of the 
Publication Endowment Fund, the UNA has taken a step 
toward ensuring the continuing good work and service to 
the community at large of its two most important frater-
nal benefits. Thank you!”

To conclude this last section of “2014: The Year in 
Review,” we must say: Thank you, Dear Readers, for your 
years of support for The Ukrainian Weekly. We trust that 
you will remain our loyal readers. We also hope that you 
will continue to be our correspondents by sending in sto-
ries, photos and other information from your communi-
ties. Let’s all keep in touch during 2015!

Meanwhile, here
at The Ukrainian Weekly

And a word about  
our collaborators

This year’s edition of “The Year in Review” was prepared 
by Roma Hadzewycz and Matthew Dubas of The Weekly’s 
editorial staff; our part-time staffer Christine Syzonenko; 
our colleagues Adrian Bryttan, Deanna Yurchuk and Lesia 
Lebed; our correspondent Oksana Zakydalsky in Toronto; 
and Ihor Stelmach, our sports columnist. Credit for the lay-
out goes to our layout artist Stepan Slutsky. 

The articles in this year’s four-part yearender were pre-
pared based on stories about events of 2014 that appeared 
in The Weekly – those written by our staffers and regular 
correspondents, as well as many submitted by community 
activists from near and far. Thank you to all of these com-
munity-minded individuals. 




