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KYIV – Pro-Russian rebels in the Donbas, backed by the 
Russian military, on January 13 launched their biggest mili-
tary campaign against Ukrainian forces since the 
September 5 Minsk ceasefire protocols, staging hundreds 
of attacks in a fierce attempt to take control of the territory 
of the ruined Donetsk airport.

Besides the military offensive, terrorist attacks were 
launched throughout Ukraine. Besides the January 13 
Volnovakha attack that killed 13 civilians and injured 17, a 
January 19 explosion near a Kharkiv courthouse injured 
14, four of them seriously, and a bridge was blown up the 
next day in the Zaporizhia region as a cargo train crossed it. 
The rebels also launched an offensive to destroy the 
Avdiyivka coke plant in the Donetsk region, a key source of 
coking coal used for heating furnaces.

The Russian government intended its military-terror 
campaign to boost its negotiating position with the 
Europeans and Ukrainians in talks to resolve the Donbas 

war, said Volodymyr Fesenko, the director of the Penta 
Center for Applied Political Research in Kyiv. 

Russian officials were discouraged after failing to gain 
concessions at a January 12 foreign affairs ministers meet-
ing in Berlin. Subsequently, plans for a January 15 summit 
in Astana, Kazakhstan, involving the French and German 
heads of state fell through after preconditions weren’t met.

“Russia, together with the separatists, is trying to revise 
the Minsk accords, while Ukraine and the EU are insisting 
on their fulfillment,” Mr. Fesenko said. “Not having achieved 
their goal, Russia and the separatists want to force Ukraine 
into a peace based on their conditions.”

At the top of their list of demands is recognition of the 
separatists as an official party in the negotiation process, 
he said, rather than their current status as observers.

Meanwhile, Russia’s strategy on the ground is to push 
the boundary between Ukrainian lands and the occupied 
territory as far west as possible.

by Yana Sedova
Special to The Ukrainian Weekly

PISKY, Ukraine – Hryhoryi, 54, and 
his wife, Halyna, 52, began living in 
their basement in the village of Pisky 
in mid-July 2014, when pro-Russian 
separatists attacked for the first time. 

They carried down their beds and 
sacks of potatoes, and are heating the 
concrete-walled cellar with a stove. 
Firewood isn’t a problem after many 
trees were felled by shells; candles 
and kerosene lamps provide lighting.

Since then, the frontline between 
them and Ukrainian forces has 
crossed through the village numerous 
times, leaving devastation in its wake. 
Its population of more than 2,000 has 
dwindled to only 70 – mostly elderly 
folks who have no place to go or sim-
ply don’t want to leave the only place 
they’ve ever lived.

“You’ve come back,” said Halyna 
upon seeing a group of volunteers 
arrive on January 10, wondering how 
we got to the village amid the bombs 
and bullets flying about. We were 
delivering food (buckwheat, sugar and 
sunflower oil), blankets, coats, wax 
candles and paraffin lamps from the 
Wings of Generosity and Care charity 
launched in Kyiv to help the war’s 
afflicted civilians. 

Pisky is just nine miles from the 
Donetsk airport, which has been the 
frontline of the Donbas war ever since 
the failed Minsk ceasefire protocols 
were signed in September 2014.

Ukrainian forces have been fighting 

against attempts by pro-Russian sepa-
ratists backed by Moscow to expand 
westward the territory under their 
control, despite the agreement setting 
boundaries that were not supposed to 
be crossed.

The frontline has crossed through 
Pisky several times, with the village 
being mostly under the control of 
Ukrainian forces as of January 19, 
when the latest battle was raging. Its 
capture is important since it offers the 
only northern route that enables sup-
plies to be delivered to the airport. 

The first time we were in Pisky, on 

December 29, 2014, we took pictures 
and recorded how people live, with 
Halyna asking if she could send a 
video greeting to her children who 
have taken refuge in the Kyiv region. 

Standing near a Christmas tree in 
her basement, all she could manage to 
say amid tears was, “We are fine. We 
are fine. We will have some meat and 
salad for our New Year’s dinner. Do 
not worry about us.” 

The volunteers found her children, 
played them the greeting and offered 
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Halyna (left) from Pisky accepts candles from volunteers who deliver food 
and other supplies to the village.

Maia Mikhaluk

Poroshenko demands 
Russian troops 
leave Ukraine

RFE/RL 
DAVOS, Switzerland – Ukrainian President Petro 

Poroshenko has accused Russia of sending more than 
9,000 troops into Ukrainian territory and has demand-
ed that they leave.

Speaking at the World Economic Forum in Davos, 
Switzerland, on January 21, Mr. Poroshenko demanded 
that Russia immediately implement all of its obliga-
tions under the Minsk peace plan, close Russia’s bor-
der with Ukraine, “and withdraw all the foreign troops 
from my territory.”

Mr. Poroshenko said that in addition to the thou-
sands of troops in Ukraine, Russia had about “500 
tanks, heavy artillery, and armored personnel carri-
ers.” The president asked: “If this is not aggression, 
what is aggression?”

Earlier, Mr. Poroshenko said in an interview that 
Russia had sent additional Russian troops, tanks, and 
armored personnel carriers into Ukrainian territory in 
recent days. He said the Russian military deployments 
were clearly a form of aggression.

Russian Foreign Affairs Minister Sergei Lavrov dis-
missed those allegations as baseless. 

Mr. Poroshenko’s statements came ahead of a January 
21 meeting in Berlin of the foreign affairs ministers of 
Russia, Ukraine, France and Germany to discuss the con-
flict in eastern Ukraine. In announcing the meeting on 
January 20, German Foreign Minister Frank-Walter 
Steinmeier said the resurgence in fighting during the 
last few days has led “to a threatening situation.”

“The chief aim now is to prevent a further deterio-
ration of the military conflict and a renewed political 
escalation between Kyiv and Moscow,” Mr. Steinmeier 
said in a statement. The group last met in Berlin on 
January 12.

Speaking in Berlin, German Chancellor Angela 
Merkel said on January 21 that she hoped the talks 
would lead to improving the ceasefire in eastern 
Ukraine but that “I don’t want to get hopes up too 
much.” She added that the ceasefire was becoming 
“more and more fragile.”

Ukraine said on January 20 that its troops had been 
attacked by regular Russian army troops in the north-
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Speaking at the World Economic Forum in Davos on 
January 21, President Petro Poroshenko holds up a 
fragment of a bus body that he said shows a Russian 

missile attack on a civilian bus near Volnovakha.

Official Website of Ukraine’s President
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Ukraine mentioned in SOTU address

WASHINGTON – Delivering his sixth 
State of the Union (SOTU) address, 
President Barack Obama mentioned 
Russian aggression in Ukraine. He stated: “...
we are demonstrating the power of 
American strength and diplomacy. We’re 
upholding the principle that bigger nations 
can’t bully the small – by opposing Russian 
aggression, supporting Ukraine’s democra-
cy, and reassuring our NATO allies. Last 
year, as we were doing the hard work of 
imposing sanctions along with our allies, 
some suggested that Mr. Putin’s aggression 
was a masterful display of strategy and 
strength. Well, today, it is America that 
stands strong and united with our allies, 
while Russia is isolated, with its economy 
in tatters.” (White House)

Lavrov says U.S. wants to dominate

MOSCOW – Russian Foreign Affairs 
Minister Sergei Lavrov said on January 21 
that the United states wants to “dominate” 
the world and warned the West that 
attempts to isolate Russia would fail. 
Speaking at an annual news conference in 
Moscow, ahead of planned talks in Berlin 
on the conflict in eastern Ukraine, Mr. 
Lavrov also said Russia supports territorial 
integrity for Ukraine and will do all it can to 
stop the fighting but put the blame on Kyiv 
and the West. In line with remarks by 
President Vladimir Putin at closely watched 
forums in recent months, Mr. Lavrov used 
the traditional event in Moscow to portray 
the United States as an “aggressive” but 
misguided giant that is undermining global 
security instead of ensuring it. He said U.S. 
President Barack Obama’s State of the 
Union speech on January 20 “showed that 
Americans again want to say that ‘We are 
number one’ and the world has to acknowl-
edge it.” Mr. Lavrov said it is “in Americans’ 
blood” to seek to influence Europe, adding: 
“It is very difficult to change their genetic 
background.” He said that Obama had 
echoed Western calls for the isolation of 
Russia in his speech, and warned, “All these 
attempts will bring no result.” (RFE/RL, 
with reporting by Reuters and Interfax)

PACE president: freedom for Savchenko 

STRASBOURG – The president of the 
Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of 

Europe (PACE) has asked the Kremlin-
allied speaker of Russia’s Duma to help 
secure the urgent release of Ukrainian mili-
tary pilot Nadia Savchenko. PACE President 
Anne Brasseur also expressed concern over 
the health of 1st Lt. Savchenko, who has 
been on a hunger strike in a Russian jail 
since December 15. Ms. Brasseur made the 
appeal in a letter to State Duma Speaker 
Sergei Naryshkin, PACE said in a statement 
on January 21. It said Lt. Savchenko, who 
was elected to the Ukrainian Parliament in 
October 2014, should be released to enable 
her to attend the opening of a PACE session 
in Strasbourg on January 26. Lt . 
Savchenko’s sister, Vira, visited her on 
January 20 and said she vowed to continue 
her hunger strike until her release. (RFE/
RL, with reporting by UNIAN)

Blast in Kharkiv injures 14 

KHARKIV – An explosion near a court-
house in Kharkiv has left 14 people wound-
ed, four of them seriously. Markian 
Lubkivsky, an adviser for the Security 
Service of Ukraine (SBU), said on his 
Facebook page the incident on January 19 
was being treated as a “terrorist act.” In 
recent weeks there have been dozens of 
small bombings across the country, with the 
epicenters being Kharkiv, Odesa, Mariupol 
and Kyiv. Kharkiv, Odesa and Mariupol seem 
to be in the crosshairs because they are geo-
graphically close to areas controlled by the 
pro-Russian separatist regions in eastern 
Ukraine and have significant ethnic Russian 
populations. Authorities and most 
Ukrainians are convinced that the attacks 
are directly linked to Russia. The blast in 
Kharkiv came as Ukrainian government 
troops and pro-Russian fighters were bat-
tling for the control of the bitterly contested 
Donetsk airport. Artillery fire was reported 
in several areas of the eastern Donetsk and 
Luhansk regions and a hospital in the city of 
Donetsk was reportedly hit. Rights watch-
dog Amnesty International said in a state-
ment on January 19 that the escalation in 
hostilities in eastern Ukraine since January 
18 had resulted in the deaths of numerous 
civilians, including children, and put civil-
ian lives in great danger. London-based 
Amnesty International said pro-Russian 

(Continued on page 14)
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“They are trying to throw as far back 
from the capitals of the separatist repub-
lics, so that the border is as far as possible 
from Luhansk and Donetsk,” Mr. Fesenko 
said. “That’s why they’re storming the 
Donetsk airport, shooting up Debaltseve 
and trying to get as close as possible to 
Mariupol.”

Debaltseve is a key transit hub, located 
46 miles northeast of Donetsk. Mariupol is 
a key port city on the Azov Sea and the 
location of two large steel-producing 
plants. And although the Donetsk airport, 
constructed in 2012, is largely ruined, cap-
turing its territory would allow the sepa-
ratists to keep their military hardware and 
armaments in the city of Donetsk, in accor-
dance with the current conditions of the 
Minsk accords. 

Losing the airport’s territory would 
require clearing the city of hardware, 
according to the accords, which stipulate 
an arms-free buffer of 30 kilometers, or 15 
kilometers on each side of the border 
between the occupied territories and 
Ukraine.

The Russian Foreign Affairs Ministry 
even claimed in a January 18 statement 
that the airport belongs to the territory 
controlled by the separatists as stipulated 
by the Minsk accords.

The armed fighting around the Donetsk 
airport during the weekend of January 
17-18 resulted in 13 Ukrainian soldiers 
killed and 68 wounded, according to esti-
mates offered by the press center of the 
Anti-Terrorist Operation. 

About 300 separatists were killed the 
week ending January 18, estimated Anton 
Gerashchenko, an advisor to the internal 
affairs minister. 

Returning from a visit to the Donbas 
that weekend, Russian anti-war activist 
Elena Vasilieva estimated that 382 soldiers 
were killed and “significantly more” than 
500 were injured during the weekend 
from her nation’s side. She said she 
couldn’t offer a more accurate estimate, cit-
ing a lack of information from the Russian 
military.

Since then, the Russian armed forces 
dispatched two tactical groups into 
Ukrainian territory, reported the National 
Security and Defense Council on January 
19. In addition, hardware such as tanks, 
howitzers, radio-electronic warfare sys-
tems, and Grad, Smerch and Buk rocket 
systems have been dispatched.

On January 20, Ukrainian soldiers were 
attacked by regular Russian soldiers in the 
Luhansk region, reported Andriy Lysenko, 
spokesman for the Anti-Terrorist 
Operation. As of that evening, they were 
engaged in “fierce fighting,” he said.

Meanwhile, counter-terrorist opera-
tions were launched by the Security 
Service of Ukraine (SBU) in response to the 
attacks in the Kharkiv and Zaporizhia 
oblasts.

At the Donetsk airport, pro-Russian 
forces intensified their firing at Ukrainian 
forces to 90-100 daily incidents from about 
10, beginning on January 7, Ukrainian 
President Petro Poroshenko told Polish 
Prime Minister Ewa Kopacz during his 
January 19 visit to Warsaw.

As a result, Ukrainian forces – particu-
larly volunteer battalion fighters – had to 
attack in response, partly in order to evac-
uate Ukrainian soldiers, including the 
wounded and dead. 

Mr. Poroshenko said he gave them the 
order on January 17 to respond with fire, 
which observers said marked the first 
time the president has had to legitimize 
an offensive role of the volunteer battal-
ions on an official level. The Russian-led 

escalation violated a December 9, 2014, 
artillery ceasefire agreement,  Mr. 
Poroshenko said.

The aim of the Russian-backed military 
offensive “is to definitely disrupt the Minsk 
accords” and try to force its renegotiation, 
Ukrainian Foreign Affairs Minister Pavlo 
Klimkin told the Kyiv Post in an interview 
published on January 19.

U.S. Ambassador to Ukraine Geoffrey 
Pyatt confirmed on January 20 that the 
escalated fighting was provoked by the 
Russian government and pro-Russian 
fighters.

That strategy won’t work because 
Ukraine and the West are committed to the 
Minsk agreement, which calls for a cease-
fire, withdrawal of Russian troops, an end 
to the Kremlin’s support for its separatist 
proxies and secure borders monitored by 
the Organization for Security and 
Cooperation in Europe (OSCE), Mr. Klimkin 
said.

Mr. Klimkin revealed his disinterest in 
another round of talks planned for January 
21 in Berlin involving the foreign affairs 
ministers of the “Normandy format” – 
which refers to the participation of France, 
Germany, Russia and Ukraine – without 
identifiable progress made beforehand. 
“Why do we have to meet if we have noth-
ing to deliver?” he said in the interview. As 
it turned out, all that was agreed upon was 
that the sides would meet again to discuss 
the removal of arms. Russia also promised 
to talk to the terrorists, “in essense to talk 
to itself,” Mr. Klimkin tweeted.

He also expressed skepticism about the 
prospects of a Normandy format meeting 
involving the heads of state by the end of 
January, as had been planned for Astana, 
given that the Russian side hasn’t 
expressed an interest in concrete agree-
ments.

The day after Mr. Klimkin’s comments 
were published, Russian Presidential 
Administration Spokesman Dmitry Peskov 
offered similar sentiments, but with the 
Kremlin’s spin. “Such a meeting can only 
occur in the event of preparing for its 
results,” he said. “At the moment, such 
preparation doesn’t look as likely as had 
been before the renewal of military actions 
by Ukraine.”

Meanwhile, the European Parliament on 
January 15 approved a resolution on 
Ukraine that condemns “the aggressive 
and expansionist politics of Russia, which 
poses a threat to the unity and indepen-
dence of Ukraine and creates a potential 
threat to the EU itself.”

The resolution condemned “the unde-
clared hybrid war against Ukraine,” which 
consists of an information war, elements of 
cyberwarfare, energy-sector blackmail, 
economic pressure, and diplomatic and 
political destabilization.

It calls upon the Russian government “to 
cease the escalation of the situation; imme-
diately stop the flow of arms, mercenaries 
and armies in support of the separatist 
armed formations; and use its influence to 
convince the separatists to participate in 
political processes.”

It calls for extending the current sanc-
tions regime and even strengthening it 
under the current war conditions to 
include the nuclear sector and restrictions 
on Russian businesses that conduct inter-
national financial operations. It also calls 
upon European Union member states to 
provide the Ukrainian government with 
arms.

The document didn’t respond to the 
request made by Prime Minister Arseniy 
Yatsenyuk that the Donetsk and Luhansk 
people’s republics be designated as terror-
ist organizations. Instead, the resolution 
“condemns the acts of terrorism and 
crimes committed by the separatists and 
other irregular forces in eastern Ukraine.”

(Continued from page 1)
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Menendez calls on Obama administration 
to implement Ukraine Freedom Support Act

WASHINGTON – Sen. Robert Menendez (D-N.J.), rank-
ing member of the Senate Foreign Relations Committee, 
on January 14 released a statement regarding continued 
Russian aggression and violence in eastern Ukraine and 
the importance of implementing the Ukraine Freedom 
Support Act of 2014.

“Russian-supplied proxies in eastern Ukraine contin-
ue to cause havoc on the lives of innocent people in the 
region, as well as impede prospects for regional peace. 
Yesterday, 10 innocent Ukrainian civilians were killed in 
an unprovoked attack by pro-Russian separatists against 
a passenger bus. Equally unacceptable is the Russian 
kidnapping and imprisonment of Ukrainian Air Force 
pilot, Nadiya Savchenko, who is on a hunger strike. Her 
immediate release is absolutely critical,” he said.

“These most recent attacks by Russian-supported 
forces serve as further proof that the Ukraine Freedom 
Support Act of 2014, which passed Congress unani-
mously and was signed into law in December must be 
fully implemented. The legislation requires the presi-
dent to impose sanctions on Russia’s defense sector, and 
authorizes the president to impose sanctions on Russia’s 
energy and financial sectors. It also authorizes increased 
military and non-military assistance for Ukraine,” Sen. 
Menendez stated. “I urge the administration to fully 
implement this legislation to demonstrate through veri-
fiable action our fight against President [Vladimir] 
Putin’s upending of the international order, and to create 
the conditions for a more democratic and peaceful 
Ukraine.” 

Health of hunger-striking Savchenko said to be ‘deteriorating’
by Andrei Shary and Claire Bigg 

RFE/RL

Nadiya Savchenko has lost at least 14 kilograms. 
The Ukrainian air force pilot, who is being held in Russia 

on charges of complicity in the killing of two journalists, 
has already been given two glucose drips to prevent her 
from fainting.

Lt. Savchenko has been refusing food for more than a 
month, and her lawyer says the hunger strike has taken a 
toll on her health.

“It’s deteriorating. She’s losing weight with every pass-
ing day,” Mark Feigin told RFE/RL. “She’s become thin and 
hollow-cheeked. Changes are taking place in her body.”

Lt. Savchenko maintains her innocence and rejects accu-
sations that she tipped off Ukrainian forces about the loca-
tion of Igor Kornelyuk and Anton Voloshin, two Russian 
journalists who were killed in June when they were hit by 
mortar fire while reporting in eastern Ukraine.

In an open letter released this week, she vowed to 
starve to death if Russia does not release her.

Knowing her ironclad resolve, lawyers are taking her 
pledge seriously. 

“It’s hard to break her,” says Mr. Feigin. “We discuss this 
matter every day with her, but Nadiya believes that ending 
her hunger strike would amount to weakness.”

Mr. Feigin says authorities at her pretrial detention cen-
ter are also getting nervous and have urged Lt. Savchenko 
to end her hunger strike.

She is a high-profile inmate, and any harm she sustains 
under their watch could incur the wrath of both the 
Kremlin and the international community.

“They visit her every day,” he says. “The guards watch 
her closely because she could faint, fall and hit her head.”

In Ukraine, too, many are entreating Lt. Savchenko to 
call off her hunger strike, including former Prime Minister 
Yulia Tymoshenko; Verkhovna Rada Chairman Volodymyr 
Hroysman; the head of the Ukraine Orthodox Church – 
Moscow Patriarchate, Metropolitan Onufri; as well as the 

Quotable notes
“A person who was born free and not a slave in captivity cannot live in prison, espe-

cially if he or she is innocent. …I made the decision to go on a hunger strike on my own; 
no one influenced me to do this. I have given my word: ‘Until the day I return to 
Ukraine, or until the last day of my life in Russia!’ – and I will not back down.”

– 1st Lt. Nadiya Savchenko, in an open letter dated January 12 that was released by 
her lawyers. The Ukrainian pilot is being illegally held by Russia and has been on a hun-
ger strike since December 13, 2014.

Ukrainian organizations worldwide appeal for Nadiya Savchenko’s release
The Ukrainian World Congress on January 

14 sent a letter to Anne Brasseur, president of 
the Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of 
Europe. Excerpts of the letter signed by UWC 
President Eugene Czolij, follow.

The Ukrainian World Congress (UWC) is 
appealing for your intervention in the matter 
of Nadiya Savchenko, the former Ukrainian 
air force pilot, member of Ukrainian 
Parliament and delegate to the Parliamentary 
Assembly of the Council of Europe (PACE), 
who remains imprisoned in the Russian 
Federation for political considerations.

The prosecution by Russian authorities 
of Nadiya Savchenko, kidnapped in Ukraine 
and forcibly transported across the border 
into the Russian Federation, is in clear vio-
lation of international law and clause 5 of 
the Minsk Protocol of 5 September 2014. …

The kidnapping, imprisonment, involun-
tary psychiatric evaluation and solitary con-
finement of Ukrainian Member of Parliament 
Nadiya Savchenko are all reprehensible acts 
that call for immediate and unequivocal 
action by the international community.

We urge you to publicly support Nadiya 
Savchenko and for PACE to avail itself of all 
necessary measures to secure the immedi-
ate release of Nadiya Savchenko and all 
prisoners illegally detained by the Russian 
Federation.

The Ukrainian Canadian Congress 
released a call to action on January 14. 
Excerpts of the appeal follow.

The Ukrainian Canadian Congress (UCC) 
supports the call by the Ukrainian World 
Congress for the immediate release of 
Ukrainian pilot, Member of Ukrainian 
Parl iament  and delegate  to  the 
Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of 
Europe (PACE), Lt. Nadiya Savchenko.

…“The continued imprisonment and 
prosecution of Nadiya Savchenko by 
Russian authorities underlines the com-
plete disregard for international law, trea-
ties and human rights of the Putin regime,” 
stated Paul Grod, president of the 
Ukrainian Canadian Congress. “Nadiya 
Savchenko is a political prisoner and a vic-
tim of Russia’s war against Ukraine. She 
must be immediately released.”

…The UCC calls on the government of 
Canada and the international community to 
use their influence to ensure the immedi-
ate, safe return of Savchenko to Ukraine, as 
well as other citizens of Ukraine being held 
illegally by the Russian Federation.

The Kharkiv Human Rights Protection 
Group (KHPG) has initiated a petition asking 
PACE President Anne Brasseur to urge 
Russia to release Savchenko. The UCC urges 
those concerned with her fate to sign the 
petition which can be found at https://www.

change.org/p/president-pace-anne-brasse-
ur-urge-russia-to-release-nadiya-savchenko.

The Ukrainian Congress Committee of 
America on January 14 released a statement, 
excerpts of which follow.

The Ukrainian Congress Committee of 
America… strongly condemns Russia’s 
transnational abduction and subsequent 
unlawful detention of Nadiya Savchenko, 
former Ukrainian Air Force pilot, Iraq war 
veteran, member of Ukraine’s Parliament 
and delegate to the Parliamentary 
Assembly of the Council of Europe, and 
calls for her immediate release.

Russia’s targeted international abduc-
tion of MP Savchenko, who gained earlier 
fame for her determination to become 
Ukraine’s first woman fighter pilot, her 
detention by invading Russian troops and 
involuntary expatriation out of Ukraine, 
once again, underscores Russia’s contempt 
for international law. The prosecution by 
Russian authorities, illegal detention 
under unsubstantiated charges, involun-
tary psychiatric evaluation and solitary 
confinement endured by MP Nadiya 
Savchenko in Moscow is in clear violation 
of her human rights and all international 
standards according to clause 5 of the 
September 5, 2014, Minsk Protocol, which 
calls for the immediate release of all 
unlawfully detained persons. Her treat-
ment as a prisoner of war is in direct viola-
tion of the Geneva Convention. …

The UCCA urges the United States, and 
the international community, to intensify 
its public condemnation of Russia’s illegal 
imprisonment of Lt. Nadiya Savchenko, and 
demand that she and the other illegally 
imprisoned Ukrainians be freed. The UCCA 
strongly calls on the United States govern-
ment to utilize all diplomatic efforts to 
ensure the safety of her life and their 
immediate release. …

The World Federation of Ukrainian 
Women’s Organizations sent a letter on 
December 22, 2014, to Peter Maurer, presi-
dent of the International Committee of the 
Red Cross based in Geneva. The letter, 
excerpted below, was signed by WFUWO 
President Irene Orysia Sushko. (The text was 
released by the WFUWO on January 12.)

The World Federation of Ukrainian 
Women’s Organizations requests the help 
of the International Committee of the Red 
Cross in the case of Lt. Nadiya Savchenko…

We are concerned and distressed at the 
illegal kidnapping and continued incarcera-
tion of Nadiya Savchenko, her treatment by 
the separatists and now the Russian 
Federation. Our World Federation, the 
WFUWO, joins the Office of the High 
Commissioner for Human Rights, the 
European Parliament, the U.S. State 
Department and many human rights 
groups in expressing deep concern for 
Savchenko’s welfare, including prosecution 
on falsified charges in what has the mark-
ings of a political show trial. 

Since she was a combatant taking part in 
an armed conflict and was taken captive, 
we believe that Lt. Nadiya Savchenko 
should be designated a prisoner of war as 
defined by the Third Geneva Convention, 
Article 4, Part I, with all the rights provided 
in that document. …

The World Federation of Ukrainian 
Women’s Organizations demands that 
Russian investigative authorities cease the 
criminal prosecution of Nadiya Savchenko, 
as it is politically motivated and is not 
based on an adequate evidence base. …

…we request that the International 
Committee of the Red Cross in Geneva visit 
her, review her case, and in view of the 
aforementioned provisions of the Third 
Geneva Convention, advocate on her behalf 
as a prisoner of war.

pilot’s family and friends. 
Mr. Feigin himself believes Lt. Savchenko must live to 

either be released or see her trial out. 
“From experience, I think this is not an effective mea-

sure,” he says. “True, she is drawing a lot of attention to her 
case, but this won’t influence the prosecution. Russian 
authorities are deaf to such things. If she dies, she dies.”

Ukraine’s Parliament has chosen Lt. Savchenko, who is 
also a national deputy, to represent the legislature at the 
Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe (PACE).

But Mr. Feigin has doubts the move, aimed at pressuring 
Russia into releasing Lt. Savchenko in time for PACE’s next 
session on January 26, will succeed.

There’s a possibility, he says, that Russian authorities will 
draw out the trial in a bid to erode public interest in the case.

The prejudicial inquiry into the Savchenko case was 

opened more than six months ago. Under Russian law, it can 
last up to two years. “They still have time,” says Mr. Feigin. 

The lawyer, however, says Moscow risks a massive interna-
tional backlash if Lt. Savchenko dies or is sentenced to jail time.

“This is not an ordinary political case. This is about war, 
about the death of people,” he says. “If Russian authorities 
try to convict her despite the evidence of her innocence, 
this will not be a quiet trial for Russia. The Kremlin is 
already suffering serious consequences by pursuing this 
case, and these consequences will increase dramatically.”

Copyright 2015, RFE/RL Inc. Reprinted with the permis-
sion of Radio Free Europe/Radio Liberty, 1201 Connecticut 
Ave. NW, Washington DC 20036; www.rferl.org (see http://
www.rferl.org/content/ukrainian-pilot-nadia-savchenko-
hunger-strike-health/26797873.html).
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to The Ukrainian Weekly Press Fund. 

The Ukrainian Weekly Press Fund is the only 
fund dedicated exclusively to supporting 
the work of this publication.

THE UKRAINIAN NATIONAL ASSOCIATION FORUM

by Roma Lisovich
UNA Treasurer 

The Executive Committee of the Ukrainian National 
Association (UNA) is pleased to share good news with the 
community and our membership. Finally, after years of 
planning and preparation, which were outlined in previous 
communications over the last few years, we have realized 
our goal of a charitable 501(c)(3) status for Soyuzivka 
Heritage Center. With the beginning of 2015, the Ukrainian 
National Foundation Inc. (UNF), a 501(c)(3) non-profit 
organization became the owner of Soyuzivka. As back-
ground, the UNF was established as the charitable arm of 
the UNA in 1992.

Today, Soyuzivka Heritage Center, with its myriad camp 
programs and cultural activities, fully meets the requirements 
mandatory for organizations with charitable status. The status 
has many advantages, two of them most important: the ability 
to apply for government and private grants, and the ability to 
attract higher donor dollars as donations carry a tax-deduct-
ible benefit. These advantages have assisted many diaspora 
groups (Ukrainian American Youth Association, Plast 
Ukrainian Scouting Organization, Ukrainian Congress 
Committee of America and others) in their fund-raising 
campaigns. Until this change was implemented, the center, 
which was owned and operated directly by the UNA could 
not take advantage of the benefits the 501(c)(3) status 
offers. Now Soyuzivka will enjoy these same benefits.

Today, the central activities of Soyuzivka Heritage Center 
are children’s and youth camps, cultural workshops, heri-
tage awareness programs, courses on Ukrainian folk danc-
ing, sports and an array of cultural educational activities 
with the purpose of preserving and promoting the 
Ukrainian cultural heritage here in the United States. Each 
summer more than 600 children participate in the various 
sports, cultural and heritage camp programs. It is notewor-
thy that there are also camps for children who do not 
speak Ukrainian – for the descendants of earlier immi-
grants from Ukraine or children of mixed marriages. 

The number of children in our camps is growing each 
year, and they come from all parts of the United States, 
Canada and other countries. Waiting lists are the norm, as 
Soyuzivka Heritage Center does not have enough accommo-
dations to house all the children who want to participate. 
That is a good thing. It shows that the interest in learning 
about Ukraine and one’s ancestry is flourishing. Last sum-
mer, for example, more children participated in Soyuzivka’s 
camp programs than ever in its 62-year history.

Maintaining this hub of the Ukrainian diaspora, which is 
at present only a seasonal business, is expensive. Without 
the ability to attract high donor dollars, operating the facili-
ty was a challenge for the UNA. The situation was compli-
cated even more by the global financial crisis of 2008 

when, as a result, the government introduced stricter 
requirements in the financial and insurance sectors. In 
accordance with new regulatory requirements, insurance 
companies, including fraternal organizations, like UNA, 
were expected to increase their reserves and surplus posi-
tions, as well as reduce expenses. In this environment, 
development of the facility was not possible. 

The new organizational structure provides the opportu-
nity for the board of the UNF, with help of professional spe-
cialists, to develop and implement a concrete development 
plan for Soyuzivka Heritage Center. We are excited about 
the prospects.

What are the factors that led to these changes? 
Toward the end of last year, the proceeds from the sale 

of an asset maintained in partnership with another non-
profit organization allowed us to take some very positive 
steps for the benefit of the UNA, the UNF and Soyuzivka. 

As you may know, the UNA is a fraternal organization, 
with an IRS not-for-profit designation of 501(c)(8). In 
accordance with current laws and regulations that related 
to this transaction, the proceeds had to be distributed to a 
charitable corporation with a 501(c)(3) charitable status. 
For this reason, the UNA’s portion of the proceeds was 
transferred to the Ukrainian National Foundation. These 
proceeds allowed Soyuzivka Heritage Center to be trans-
ferred to UNF, which will now take possession and respon-
sibility for the facility. 

To facilitate this change, a number of important changes 
were made to the organizational structure and mission of 
the UNF that extended its charitable purposes and expand-

ed the board. The new year has brought in a new era of 
broad-minded leadership for the UNF and an expanded 
community outreach.

In order to increase community involvement in the 
Ukrainian National Foundation, its Board of Directors was 
expanded to seven members, including four independent 
members representing various segments of the Ukrainian 
“hromada.” We are pleased to announce the new Board of 
Directors of UNF as follows: Stefan Kaczaraj, president; 
Roma Lisovich, treasurer; Christine Kozak, secretary; 
Roman Hawryluk, Mark Olexy, Dr. Wasyl Szeremeta and 
Taras Sochan.

The new board members bring with them new thinking, 
broad experience, insights and knowledge. With the assis-
tance of professional expertise, a strategic plan will be 
developed not only for Soyuzivka Heritage Center, but for 
numerous targeted projects that will benefit the Ukrainian 
community. 

We look forward to active participation and support 
from the community. Please be generous when approached 
for new fund-raising campaigns. We will need the commu-
nity’s support to ensure our collective success. 

For the UNA, this transaction and these changes allow 
us to pursue strategies that enhance our financial security 
and build prosperity for the future. The UNA will continue 
to carry out its mission, as it has since 1894, partnering 
with other diaspora organizations. Together, the UNA and 
the UNF will continue to help preserve our unique 
Ukrainian heritage and be a unifying and prosperous voice 
in the community. 

Youngsters at Soyuzivka Heritage Center’s 2014 Discovery Camp and Heritage Camp.
Tania D’Avignon

With the New Year – new opportunities, new and higher goals
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Starting off 2014 in the realm of U.S.-Ukraine rela-
tions, was news that leaders representing more than 
a dozen Ukrainian American organizations met at the 

White House with President Barack Obama’s senior 
national security staff to discuss the crisis in Ukraine. 
They urged the Obama administration to take strong 
action in support of democracy in Ukraine and to send a 
firm message of support to those gathered throughout 
Ukraine in opposition to government corruption and vio-
lence against its citizens. The non-partisan meeting held 
on January 3 was initiated by the co-chairs of Ukrainian-
Americans for Obama, Julian Kulas, Andrew Fedynsky and 
Ulana Mazurkevich, as well Alexandra Chalupa, co-conve-
ner of the National Democratic Ethnic Coordinating 
Committee. The Obama administration was represented 
by Karen Donfried, special assistant to the president and 
senior director of European affairs at the National Security 
Council (NSC), and Lyn Debevoise, director for Central and 
Eastern European Affairs at the NSC. 

Although several participants were unable to attend due 
to a severe snow storm that hit parts of the Midwest and 
the Northeast, among the groups invited to represent 
Ukrainian Americans were the Ukrainian Congress 
Committee of America, Ukrainian National Information 
Service, U.S.-Ukraine Foundation, United Ukrainian 
American Relief Committee, Ukrainian Human Rights 
Committee, Ukrainian National Association, Ukrainian 
National Women’s League of America, Ukrainian American 
Bar Association, Kyiv Mohyla Foundation of America and 
the Ukrainian Catholic and Ukrainian Orthodox Churches. 
Many other Ukrainian American organizations participated 
behind the scenes leading up to the meeting, helping to 
shape the group’s message to the Obama administration. 
Rep. Marcy Kaptur (D-Ohio), co-chair of the Congressional 
Ukrainian Caucus, was represented by her aide, Allison 
Jarus. Dr. James Zogby, chair of the Democratic National 
Committee’s Ethnic Council, also attended. 

Then, on January 7, the U.S. Senate unanimously passed 
a resolution “expressing support for the Ukrainian people 
in light of President [Viktor] Yanukovych’s decision not to 
sign an Association Agreement with the European Union.” 
Senate Resolution 319 was sponsored by Sen. Chris 
Murphy (D-Conn.) and had 10 co-sponsors, Democrats 
and Republicans alike. The resolution noted that: “the 
abrupt reversal on the eve of the summit following 
Russian economic coercion and to protect the narrow 
interests of some officials and individuals in Ukraine 
prompted hundreds of thousands of Ukrainians all across 
the country, especially young people and students, to pro-
test the decision and stand in support of furthering 
Ukraine’s Euro-Atlantic integration.” The resolution also 

said the Senate: “condemns the decision by Ukrainian 
authorities to use violence against peaceful demonstrators 
on November 30, December 1, and December 11, 2013, 
and calls for those responsible to be swiftly brought to jus-
tice and all detained nonviolent demonstrators to be 
immediately released; and notes that in the event of fur-
ther state violence against peaceful protesters, the presi-
dent and Congress should consider whether to apply tar-
geted sanctions, including visa bans and asset freezes, 
against individuals responsible for ordering or carrying 
out the violence.” 

On January 15, the Senate Foreign Relations Committee 
held a hearing on the crisis in Ukraine which included tes-
timony by Assistant Secretary for European and Eurasian 
Affairs Victoria Nuland and Deputy Assistant Secretary 
Thomas Melia of the Bureau of Democracy, Human Rights 
and Labor, as well as former U.S. national security advisor 
and recognized expert on this region Zbigniew Brzezinski.

Secretary Nuland, who personally met with President 
Viktor Yanukovych, as well as with the protesters on the 
maidan, when she visited Kyiv in December 2013, said, 
“Like the vast majority of Ukrainians, the United States 
and our partners in the European Union want to see the 
current stand-off resolved politically, democratically and 
above all, peacefully,” adding that the last point applies to 
both the government and protesters alike. “However, the 
use of violence and acts of repression carried out by gov-
ernment security forces and their surrogates have com-

pelled us to make clear publicly and privately to the gov-
ernment of Ukraine that we will consider a broad range of 
tools at our disposal if those in positions of authority in 
Ukraine employ or encourage violence against their own 
citizens,” she added.

Assistant Secretary Nuland expressed the Obama 
administration’s gratitude for the Senate’s leadership role 
on Ukrainian issues and for passing on January 7 Senate 
Resolution 319, which “sent a strong, bipartisan message 
of concern and support to the Ukrainian people at a key 
moment,” she said. She also thanked and commended two 
senators participating in the hearing – Sens. John McCain 
(R-Ariz.) and Murphy – “for bringing that bipartisan sup-
port directly to the people of Ukraine on a key weekend in 
December, and engaging with President Yanukovych, his 
government, the opposition, the business community and 
civil society in support of a peaceful, democratic way out 
of the crisis.” She underscored, “The people of Ukraine 
saw America stand up with them at a critical moment 
when they could have felt very alone.” 

Dr. Brzezinski pointed out that Russia’s Vladimir Putin 
sees Ukraine as a “strategic state,” without which building a 
Russian “supranational empire” is impossible. But that is 
not the way the young generation of Ukrainians who grew 
up in an independent Ukraine view their country. “They 
feel themselves to be Ukrainians,” Dr. Brzezinski explained, 
adding that Mr. Putin displays his historical ignorance 
when he perceives Ukraine and Russia as one nation.

Sen. McCain said Ukraine is a country that wants to be 
European. “They don’t want to be Russian – this is what 
it’s all about.” The Russians have bullied them and contin-
ue to do so, using Ukraine’s need to import Russian energy 
resources, banning the import of Ukrainian chocolates to 
Russia and taking advantage of corruption – “which is 
rampant in Ukraine” – to its advantage. “This is about 
whether we will stand up for the Ukrainian people,” Sen. 
McCain said. “We want to be assisting morally the 
Ukrainian people for seeking what we want everybody on 
this earth to have.”

The ranking member of the committee, Sen. Bob Corker 
(R-Tenn.), repeatedly criticized President Obama’s admin-
istration for not pursuing an active policy with respect to 
Ukraine. “In my view, what has transpired in Ukraine is 
one of the most recent examples of where U.S. leadership 
at the right moment could have been decisive,” he said. 
“Apparently overly concerned with offending Russia, the 
administration seems to have somehow made the calcula-
tion initially that a passive response might yield more 
than assertive U.S. leadership.”

The hearing was conducted by the chairman of the 
Senate Foreign Relations Committee, Sen. Robert 
Menendez (D-N.J.), who said “this committee isn’t deaf to 
those brave people whose capacity for hope and appetite 
for freedom has compelled them to take to the streets. The 
world is, indeed, watching.”

On the day after the Verkhovna Rada passed a contro-
versial law aimed at curtailing protest demonstrations in 
Ukraine, Secretary of State John Kerry voiced his position 
on it to the press in his remarks prior to a January 17 
meeting with Greek Foreign Affairs Minister Evangelos 

U.S.-Ukraine relations:
more important than ever

Assistant Secretary of State Victoria Nuland testifies on January 15 about developments in Ukraine before the 
Senate Foreign Relations Committee. Sitting next to her is Deputy Assistant Secretary Thomas Melia.

U.S. Ambassador to the United Nations 
Samantha Power on March 4 delivered a 
powerful statement setting the record 
straight on Russia’s aggression and its 
“dangerous military intervention in 

Ukraine.”

U.S. Ambassador Geoffrey Pyatt lights a candle at a memorial erected 
on Institytutska Street, commenting: “Renewed democracy can ensure 
they did not die in vain.” The U.S. Embassy on February 20 issued a 
message of condolences to the families of those killed in recent vio-
lence in Kyiv. The photo above was posted on the U.S. Embassy Kyiv 

Facebook page on February 25.

Yaro Bihun

U.S. Mission to the U.N.
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Venizelos at the State Department. “The legislation that 
was rammed through the Rada without transparency and 
accountability violates all the norms of the OSCE 
[Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe] 
and the EU [European Union],” with whom the Ukrainian 
people want be associated with in the future, he said. “So 
we will continue to stay focused on this issue, but this kind 
of anti-democratic maneuver is extremely disturbing and 
should be a concern to every nation that wants to see the 
people of Ukraine be able to not only express their wish 
but see it executed through the political process.” 

Two days later, the White House went a step further in 
expressing its concern, and mentioned the possibility of 
U.S. sanctions if things do not improve. In a statement 
released by the White House Press Office, National Security 
Council spokesperson Caitlin Hayden said: “We are deeply 
concerned by the violence taking place today on the streets 
of Kyiv and urge all sides to immediately de-escalate the 
situation.” She said that the increasing tension in Ukraine is 
a direct consequence of the government failing to acknowl-
edge the legitimate grievances of its people. “Instead, it has 
moved to weaken the foundations of Ukraine’s democracy 
by criminalizing peaceful protest and stripping civil society 
and political opponents of key democratic protections 
under the law.” From its first days, the Euro-Maidan move-
ment “has been defined by a spirit of non-violence, and we 
support today’s call by opposition political leaders to re-
establish that principle,” Ms. Hayden said.

On January 23 and 27, Vice-President Joe Biden tele-
phoned President Yanukovych to urge an immediate de-
escalation in the standoff between protesters and security 
forces in downtown Kyiv. The vice-president urged Mr. 
Yanukovych to take steps to end violence and to meaning-
fully address the legitimate concerns of peaceful protest-
ers, stressing the importance of the ongoing dialogue with 
the opposition and the need for genuine compromise as 
the only solution to the crisis. He also underscored that 
the U.S. condemns the use of violence by any side, warned 
that declaring a state of emergency or enacting other 
harsh security measures would further inflame the situa-
tion and called for a repeal of the anti-democratic laws 
passed on January 16. These would be the first of many 
telephone calls made by the vice-president to Ukrainian 
leaders during the course of the year. In fact, the vice-pres-
ident became the Obama administration’s point man on 
Ukraine.

In his State of the Union address on January 28, 
President Obama mentioned Ukraine in a single sentence. 
The comment came in this paragraph: “Our alliance with 
Europe remains the strongest the world has ever known. 
From Tunisia to Burma, we’re supporting those who are 
willing to do the hard work of building democracy. In 
Ukraine, we stand for the principle that all people have the 
right to express themselves freely and peacefully and to 
have a say in their country’s future. …”

On January 31, one week after dozens of journalists 
were attacked by police in and around Kyiv’s 
Independence Square, RFE/RL President and CEO Kevin 

Klose and Broadcasting Board of Governors member 
Matthew Armstrong arrived to denounce the violence and 
to press Ukrainian authorities to honor their international 
obligations to respect media freedom and ensure basic 
rights and protections for journalists. The two met with 
reporters at RFE/RL’s Kyiv bureau to laud their courage 
and commitment to reporting on the Euro-Maidan. On 
January 20, RFE/RL Ukrainian Service reporter Dmytro 
Barkar and cameraman Ihor Iskhakov had suffered head 
injuries from beatings by Berkut police fists and batons. “A 
free society does not beat professional journalists while 
they are performing their duties,” commented Mr. Klose. 

On February 1, Secretary of State Kerry told the Munich 
Security Conference, an annual gathering of global politi-
cal leaders and defense officials, that the Ukrainian people 
were engaged in a fight for democracy. “While there are 
unsavory elements in the streets in any chaotic situation, 
the vast majority of Ukrainians want to live freely in a safe 
and a prosperous country, and they are fighting for the 
right to associate with partners who will help them realize 
their aspirations, and they have decided that that means 
their futures do not have to lie with one country alone and 
certainly not coerced,” Mr. Kerry said. Secretary Kerry 
added that the United States and the European Union 
stand with the people of Ukraine in their right to make 
their own decisions. Mr. Kerry met with Ukrainian opposi-
tion leaders on the sidelines of the conference – a develop-
ment seen as a major boost to the protest movement. The 
opposition leaders included Vitali Klitschko and Arseniy 
Yatsenyuk.

A coalition of citizens and organizations united in their 
support of a democratic, economically viable and stable 
Ukraine was announced in Washington on February 3. 
Members of the Friends of Ukraine coalition said they 
believe that, as a strategically located country, Ukraine is 
important not only to its own people but to the whole 
region and to the national security of the United States. At 
the initiative of former U.S. Ambassador to Ukraine 
William Green Miller, an initial meeting of the Friends of 
Ukraine was held on January 23 to discuss how to best 
support the peaceful resolution of the current crisis in 
Ukraine and to help the people of Ukraine achieve their 
goals for a normally functioning democracy. Organized by 
Ihor Gawdiak of the Ukrainian American Coordinating 
Council, the group met in offices provided by the U.S.-
Ukraine Foundation and consisted of former U.S. govern-
ment officials, including former Ambassador Roman 
Popadiuk and former Rep. Charles Dougherty, as well as 
the heads or representatives of non-governmental organi-
zations, think tanks and individuals involved in 
U.S.-Ukraine relations. Ambassadors Miller and Popadiuk 
agreed to serve as co-chairs of Friends of Ukraine.

Violence broke out between law enforcement authori-
ties who attempted to liquidate the Maidan and the pro-
testers on February 18 in Kyiv – resulting in three days of 
street battles and the deaths of at least 105 civilians dur-
ing the period of February 18-20. President Obama con-
demned the violence and warned of “consequences” in a 

statement issued on February 19: “…we’re going to be 
watching closely and we expect the Ukrainian government 
to show restraint, to not resort to violence in dealing with 
peaceful protesters. We’ve also said we expect peaceful 
protesters to remain peaceful and we’ll be monitoring 
very closely the situation, recognizing that with our 
European partners and the international community 
there will be consequences if people step over the line. 
And that includes making sure the Ukrainian military does 
not step into what should be a set of issues that can be 
resolved by civilians.” The next day the White House Office 
of the Press Secretary issued another statement: “We are 
outraged by the images of Ukrainian security forces firing 
automatic weapons on their own people. We urge 
President Yanukovych to immediately withdraw his secu-
rity forces from downtown Kyiv and to respect the right of 
peaceful protest, and we urge protesters to express them-
selves peacefully. …The use of force will not resolve the 
crisis – clear steps must be taken to stop the violence and 
initiate meaningful dialogue that reduces tension and 
addresses the grievances of the Ukrainian people.”

The House of Representatives on February 10 over-
whelmingly passed a resolution that “supports the demo-
cratic and European aspirations of the people of Ukraine, 
and their right to choose their own future free of intimida-
tion and fear.” House Resolution 447 – introduced by Rep. 
Elliot Engel (D-N.Y.) on December 16, 2013, and co-spon-
sored by 58 members of the House –was passed by a vote 
of 381-2. The resolution called “on the United States and 
the European Union to continue to work together to sup-
port a peaceful resolution to the crisis, and to continue to 
support the desire of millions of Ukrainian citizens for 
democracy, human rights, government accountability, and 
the rule of law, and closer relations with Europe” and sup-
ported “the measures taken by the Department of State to 
revoke the visas of several Ukrainians linked to the vio-
lence, and encourages the administration to consider 
additional targeted sanctions against those who authorize 
or engage in the use of force.”

In a February 28 letter to President Obama, Sens. 
Robert Menendez, Corker, McCain, Murphy, John Barrasso 
(R-Wyo.), Ben Cardin (D-Md.), Richard Durbin (D-Ill.), Ron 
Johnson (R-Wis.), Edward Markey (D-Mass.), Jim Risch 
(R-Idaho), Marco Rubio (R-Fla.) and Jeanne Shaheen 
(D-N.H.) – all members of the Foreign Relations Committee 
– expressed support for U.S. assistance in Ukraine and 
warned of Russian intervention that undermines Ukraine’s 
unity. “We write in support of the administration’s efforts 
to help Ukraine to consolidate democratically elected gov-
ernment, preserve its territorial integrity, and enjoy the 
freedom to exercise a sovereign decision to sign and imple-
ment an Association Agreement with the European Union,” 
said the senators in their letter. “We are prepared to work 
with your administration to reinforce your efforts by 
authorizing U.S. loan guarantees to Ukraine and increasing 
assistance to facilitate a peaceful transition of power. We 
also believe that the U.S. should make use of the tools at its 
disposal, including targeted sanctions and asset recovery 
targeting corruption, to dissuade individuals who would 
foment unrest to undermine Ukraine’s territorial integrity 
or employ coercive economic measures against the 
Ukrainian people and the new Ukrainian government.” 

While President Obama continued to call for an end to 
violence in Ukraine via a statement issued on February 28 
and in telephone conversations with fellow world leaders, 
during an emergency meeting of the United Nations 
Security Council on March 3, U.S. Ambassador to the U.N. 
Samantha Power delivered a powerful statement setting 
the record straight on Russia’s aggression and its “danger-
ous military intervention in Ukraine.” She stated: “It is a 
fact that Russian military forces have taken over Ukrainian 
border posts. It is a fact that Russia has taken over the 
ferry terminal in Kerch. It is a fact that Russian ships are 
moving in and around Sevastopol. It is a fact that Russian 
forces are blocking mobile telephone services in some 
areas. It is a fact that Russia has surrounded or taken over 
practically all Ukrainian military facilities in Crimea. It is a 
fact that today Russian jets entered Ukrainian airspace. It 
is also a fact that independent journalists continue to 
report that there is no evidence of violence against 
Russian or pro-Russian communities. Russian military 
action is not a human rights protection mission. It is a vio-
lation of international law and a violation of the sovereign-
ty and territorial integrity of the independent nation of 
Ukraine, and a breach of Russia’s Helsinki Commitments 
and its U.N. obligations.” 

Ambassador Power was a favorite of Ukrainians world-
wide, as she continued throughout the year to eloquently 

U.S. Vice-President Joe Biden with Ukraine’s acting Prime Minister Arseniy Yatsenyuk at their April 22 press con-
ference in Kyiv.

U.S. Embassy Kyiv
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and strongly make her case against Russian aggression. 

On July 18 at the Security Council she spoke of the 
downing of Malaysia Airlines Flight 17, expressing condo-
lences and underscoring that “a full, credible and unim-
peded international investigation must begin immediate-
ly.” She said MH17, carrying 298 people “was likely 
downed by a surface-to-air missile, an SA-11, operated 
from a separatist-held location in eastern Ukraine” and 
pointed out that “Because of the technical complexity of 
the SA-11, it is unlikely that the separatists could effective-
ly operate the system without assistance from knowledge-
able personnel. Thus, we cannot rule out technical assis-
tance from Russian personnel in operating the systems.” 
Furthermore, she said, “This also follows a pattern of 
actions by Russian-backed separatists. On June 13, sepa-
ratists shot down a Ukrainian transport plane, carrying 40 
paratroopers and nine crew. On June 24, as this [Security] 
Council was meeting to welcome Ukraine’s unilateral 
ceasefire, we received word that separatists downed a 
Ukrainian helicopter, killing all nine on board. On July 14, 
separatists claimed credit for the downing of a Ukrainian 
military cargo plane, flying at 6,000 meters, and on July 
16, they claimed credit for the downing of a Ukrainian 
fighter jet.” She noted: “The context for yesterday’s horror 
is clear: separatist forces – backed by the Russian govern-
ment – continue to destabilize Ukraine and undermine the 
efforts of Ukraine’s elected leaders to build a democratic 
Ukraine that is stable, unified, secure and able to deter-
mine its own future.”

In that same address on July 18 she cited the case of 
“Ukrainian pilot Nadiya Savchenko, who has long had a 
distinguished career in the Ukrainian military, was taken 
by separatists in mid-June. She is now being held – where? 
In a prison in Voronezh, Russia. According to the 
Ukrainian government, she was transferred to Russia by 
separatists.”

On August 28, at what she said was “our 24th session to 
try to rein in Russia’s aggressive acts in Ukraine,” 
Ambassador Power noted that on August 26, after 
President Putin met with President Poroshenko in Minsk 
and spoke of the need to end the bloodshed in Ukraine, 
more Russian forces were deployed in Ukraine. “Yet the 
same day, satellite imagery shows Russian combat units – 
combat units – southeast of Donetsk, in eastern Ukraine. 
That same day in Luhansk, Ukraine detained regular 
Russian Army personnel from the 9th Brigade. In 
response, Russia claimed the soldiers had wandered into 
Ukrainian territory ‘by mistake.’ This, supposedly, in a 
time of conflict along one of the most carefully watched 
borders in the world.”

Secretary of State Kerry also was busy with develop-
ments in Ukraine. He visited Kyiv on March 4 to demon-
strate U.S. support for Ukraine and its new leaders, meet-
ing with Prime Minister Arseniy Yatsenyuk and acting 
President Oleksander Turchynov. He visited the Fallen 
Heroes Shrine that had emerged on Instytutska Street in 
central Kyiv, placing a candle and flowers at the memorial. 
Mr. Kerry also announced an immediate $1 billion loan 
guarantee to support Ukraine’s recovery. “We are current-
ly working with the U.S. Treasury Department and others 
to lay out a broader, more comprehensive plan,” he said. 
“We will provide the best expertise available to help 
Ukraine’s economy and financial institutions repair them-
selves.”

In related news, the U.S. Embassies in Kyiv and Moscow, 
and the State Department on March 5 issued documents 
countering Russian propaganda and disinformation about 
developments in Ukraine. One document set the record 
straight on the legitimacy of Ukraine’s government, and 
the other rebutted 10 false claims made by Russian 
President Putin. In July, the State Department followed up 
with a fact sheet on “Russia’s Continuing Support for 
Armed Separatists in Ukraine and Ukraine’s Efforts 
Toward Peace, Unity and Stability.”

President Obama and Secretary Kerry met with 
Ukraine’s Prime Minister Yatsenyuk when he visited 
Washington on March 12-13. Accompanied by Foreign 
Affairs Minister Andriy Deshchytsia and Ukraine’s 
Ambassador to the U.S. Olexander Motsyk, he also had 
meetings with Vice-President Biden, Treasury Secretary 
Jacob Lew, House Majority Leader John Boehner and 
House Minority Leader Nancy Pelosi, before heading off to 
New York for meetings at the United Nations, as well as an 
address before the Security Council on March 13.

On March 17, President Obama stated unequivocally 
that “the future of Ukraine must be decided by the people 
of Ukraine. That means Ukraine’s sovereignty and territo-
rial integrity must be respected, and international law 

must be upheld. And so, Russia’s decision to send troops 
into Crimea has rightly drawn global condemnation.” 
Furthermore, he said he told President Putin that “the ref-
erendum in Crimea was a clear violation of the Ukrainian 
constitution and international law, and it will not be recog-
nized by the international community,” and he announced 
the imposition of sanctions on specific individuals respon-
sible for undermining the sovereignty, territorial integrity 
and government of Ukraine, as well as the authorization of 
sanctions on Russian officials – entities operating in the 
arms sector in Russia and individuals who provide materi-
al support to senior officials of the Russian government. 
“And if Russia continues to interfere in Ukraine, we stand 
ready to impose further sanctions,” he stated. “…through-
out this process, we’re going to stand firm in our unwaver-
ing support for Ukraine. …the United States stands with 
the people of Ukraine and their right to determine their 
own destiny. We’re going to keep working with Congress 
and our international partners to offer Ukraine the eco-
nomic support that it needs to weather this crisis and to 
improve the daily lives of the Ukrainian people.”

Ten days later, on March 27, the Senate unanimously 
approved, via voice vote, an aid package for Ukraine that 
included $1 billion in loan guarantees and some $150 mil-
lion in direct assistance. At the same time, the House of 
Representatives approved a similar package by a vote of 
399 to 19. Then, on April 1, the House passed the Support 
for the Sovereignty, Integrity, Democracy and Economic 
Stability of Ukraine Act of 2014, the same bill the Senate 
had passed the previous week, by a vote of 378 for and 34 
against. “With Russian forces massing on Ukraine’s bor-
ders, tension and fear is spreading throughout the region, 
and our legislation sends a clear signal – that Congress 
will not stand for further violations,” said House Foreign 
Affairs Committee ranking member Rep. Engel.

Vice-President Biden visited Kyiv on April 21-22, telling 
the people of Ukraine they “should have the right to 
choose their own future” and declaring the United States’ 
readiness to assist Ukraine, which he said faces “humiliat-
ing threats” and “very daunting problems,” in seizing a 
chance to create national unity. “As you all know well, we 
have a significant Ukrainian American population,” Mr. 
Biden told Ukraine’s national deputies. “We stand with 
you. And it is not just a foreign policy judgment, it is a per-
sonal – it’s an emotional commitment, as well, by millions 
of Americans.” Mr. Biden also told his audiences in Kyiv 
that the U.S. stands ready to help Ukraine’s economy but 
that Ukraine must step up efforts to root out abuses with-
in its political system and “fight the cancer of corruption.” 
Noting that the country was facing unrest and uncertainty, 
Mr. Biden said that “this is a second opportunity to make 
good on the original promise made by the Orange 
Revolution. This is a genuine opportunity to get right what 
is always difficult to do the first time when coming out 
from under the oppression or control of another power.” 
Referring to the upcoming presidential election, he added, 
“you have an opportunity, a chance to bring about an era 

of reform and democratic renewal that you all hoped for 
two, five, 10, 15 years ago to lay the groundwork for an 
even more united and more prosperous Ukraine.”

The vice-president was the highest-ranking U.S. official 
to visit Kyiv since Russia’s annexation of Crimea. He met 
with acting President Turchynov and Prime Minister 
Yatsenyuk, as well as with civil society leaders in Kyiv to 
discuss their key role in supporting Ukraine’s democratic 
institutions. Mr. Biden announced a new package of U.S. 
assistance totaling $50 million to help Ukraine pursue 
political and economic reform and strengthen the part-
nership between the United States and Ukraine. Included 
in that amount was $11.4 million to help conduct the pres-
idential election in Ukraine, as well as an increase of $8 
million in non-lethal security aid to Ukraine’s armed forc-
es and border guards (a package worth $10 million had 
been announced earlier). In addition, he said the U.S. 
would provide expertise to help Ukraine reduce its reli-
ance on Russian energy supplies.

On April 28, the U.S. announced new sanctions in 
response to “Russia’s continued illegal intervention in 
Ukraine and provocative acts that undermine Ukraine’s 
democracy and threaten its peace, security, stability, sov-
ereignty and territorial integrity,” as noted in a statement 
released by the White House Office of the Press Secretary. 
The U.S. noted that Russia had refused to follow through 
on its commitments made at talks in Geneva that brought 
together the U.S., the European Union, Ukraine and Russia. 
As the year wore on and Russia continued its aggression, 
the U.S. announced more and more sanctions. Among 
them: in mid-September, debt financing restrictions for 
sanctioned banks were tightened, and more Russian 
financial institutions and companies, including energy 
companies and defense technology firms, were added to 
the list of those sanctioned. At the end of the year, on 
December 17, President Obama issued an executive order 
banning U.S. exports of goods, technology or services to 
Ukraine’s Crimea region. He also authorized the Treasury 
Department to impose sanctions on individuals and com-
panies operating in the region. In announcing the new 
measures, the U.S. president called on Russia to end its 
annexation of Crimea. 

During the third week of April, Ukraine’s Vice-Minister 
of Foreign Affairs Danylo Lubkivsky visited Washington 
and New York to discuss the current situation in his coun-
try with U.S. and U.N. officials, representatives of the 
Ukrainian American community, Jewish American organi-
zations and other interested parties. His main message 
was that Russia’s policy toward Ukraine was now showing 
its true colors – “completely chauvinistic and aggressive 
and unacceptable in a community of civilized nations.” 
This, he said, is a major problem not only for Ukraine for 
the whole word. Another prominent visitor arrived in 
mid-August, Mustafa Nayyem, a Ukrainian journalist and 
political analyst who called for the people of Ukraine to 
come out onto the Maidan in November 2013 after 
President Yanukovych rejected the Association Agreement 

With U.S. Vice-President Joseph Biden and the Speaker of the House of Representatives John Boehner sitting behind 
him, Ukrainian President Petro Poroshenko addresses the joint session of the U.S. Congress on September 18. 
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with the European Union, spoke at the National 
Endowment for Democracy. He said the biggest challenge 
to Ukraine’s future was not the war in eastern Ukraine but 
corruption, and Ukrainians will have to recognize and face 
that challenge – the sooner, the better. Mr. Nayyem, who 
later in the year was elected to the Verkhovna Rada, also 
had scheduled meetings at the International Republican 
Institute and the National Democratic Institute, the State 
Department, the U.S. Agency for International 
Development and at the Helsinki Commission, as well as 
with staff members of congressional committees on for-
eign affairs.

The U.S. hailed the May 25 presidential elections in 
Ukraine. Among those making statements was the chair-
man of the U.S. Helsinki Commission, Sen. Ben Cardin 
(D-Md.), who said on May 27: “Sunday’s vote was a day of 
destiny for Ukraine and a turning point in the nation’s 
effort to overcome Russia’s interference in Ukraine’s dem-
ocratic development. It also offers Ukraine a chance to 
turn a corner on a crippling legacy of corruption. The elec-
tion also was important for the OSCE [Organization for 
Security and Cooperation in Europe] which is undertaking 
massive efforts in Ukraine aimed at fostering stability and 
encouraging democracy in Ukraine. These elections pres-
ent an historic opportunity to build an independent, pros-
perous state based on the rule of law.” While hailing the 
“free and fair vote” in which he saw “ordinary citizens who 
were clearly determined to freely make their choice and 
be stewards of their own destiny,” Sen. Cardin said, “At the 
same time, I deplore the actions of those who have 
deprived Ukrainians in Russian occupied Crimea and 
parts of Donetsk and Luhansk regions in eastern Ukraine 
their right to vote through violence, intimidation and fear.”

Also on May 27, President Obama called to congratu-
late President-elect Petro Poroshenko and to offer assur-
ances of U.S. support for Ukraine. The next day the White 
House confirmed that the president, while on a trip to 
Europe on June 3-6, would meet with Mr. Poroshenko in 
Poland, where the 25th anniversary of Poland’s first dem-
ocratic elections was to be marked. The private meeting in 
Warsaw took place on June 4, a day after President Obama 
pledged to spend $1 billion to send more U.S. military to 
Europe on a temporary basis. Simultaneous to the meet-
ing, the United States announced it would send Kyiv an 
additional $5 million in equipment, including body armor 
and night-vision goggles, that could help in its battle 
against armed pro- Russian separatists in the east. 

Vice-President Biden attended the inauguration of 
President Petro Poroshenko on June 7. He said the new 
president’s inaugural address was “impressive, but the 
substance was more important than the delivery.” During 
an afternoon meeting with Mr. Poroshenko at the 
Presidential Administration, he commended the declared 
plans to combat corruption, secure the border with Russia 
and end the violence in Donbas. “There’s a window for 
peace, and you know as well as anyone that it will not stay 
open indefinitely,” Mr. Biden said, as reported by Voice of 

America. Mr. Biden pledged $48 million to help Mr. 
Poroshenko “conduct key reforms, build law enforcement 
capacity and strengthen national unity.” Mr. Biden under-
scored: “America’s with you. That is not hyperbole.” 

At the reception held for the foreign guests, among 
those in the U.S. delegation were Assistant Secretary of 
State for European and Eurasian Affairs Nuland, Sens. 
McCain, Murphy and Johnson, and Rep. Kaptur, as well as 
Ambassadors Geoffrey Pyatt, envoy to Ukraine, and Daniel 
Baer, envoy to the OSCE.

At his July 29 confirmation hearing, the U.S. ambassa-
dor-designate to Russia, John Tefft, a former ambassador 
to Ukraine, stated that the United States will “never 
accept” the Kremlin’s annexation of Ukraine’s Crimea 
region and cannot ignore Russia’s actions in the Ukraine 
crisis. The annexation has “shredded the very fabric” of 
European security, he said. “The U.S. can’t ignore the fun-
damental challenge to the international order posed by 
Russia’s actions in the Ukraine crisis.”

A month later, with Russia’s incursions into Ukraine 
escalating, and Russian forces taking control of strategic 
points in Ukraine’s east, President Obama spoke in the 
White House briefing room on August 28. Noting that he 
had just spoken with German Chancellor Angela Merkel, he 
said: “We agree – if there was ever any doubt – that Russia 
is responsible for the violence in eastern Ukraine. The vio-
lence is encouraged by Russia. The separatists are trained 
by Russia. They are armed by Russia. They are funded by 
Russia. Russia has deliberately and repeatedly violated the 
sovereignty and territorial integrity of Ukraine. And the 
new images of Russian forces inside Ukraine make that 
plain for the world to see. This comes as Ukrainian forces 
are making progress against the separatists.”

Soon thereafter, Sen. Menendez, chair of the Senate 
Foreign Relations Committee, met in Kyiv with President 
Poroshenko. Mr. Poroshenko noted that the Ukrainian 
armed forces had been making significant progress in 
countering terrorists until the Russian armed forces 
intruded. “It is crucially important for Ukraine to receive 
assistance in its struggle for freedom, democracy and sov-
ereignty,” Mr. Poroshenko emphasized at the September 1 
meeting. In turn, Sen. Menendez noted: “These events 
threaten not only Ukraine, but also the entire world. The 
first victims are the people of Ukraine, but they are not the 
only victims. This is an issue of global security.” The sena-
tor reiterated his call for the U.S. to supply arms to 
Ukrainian national forces and toughen sanctions against 
Russia, adding he would seek a joint session of Congress 
later that month to let the Ukrainian president make the 
case directly to U.S. lawmakers. Indeed, he and Sen. Corker 
sent a letter to Speaker of the House John Boehner asking 
him to invite President Poroshenko, as did members of the 
Congressional Ukrainian Caucus.

Another staunch supporter of Ukraine, Sen. McCain vis-
ited Kyiv in September in what was his fourth trip to Kyiv 
since the beginning of the Euro-Maidan in late 2013. 
Speaking at a press conference on September 4, he said: “I 

keep coming back, and I am here now, because I believe 
what is happening in Ukraine is about far more than 
Ukraine. It is about the principles of international order 
that have brought peace and hope to Europe, and much of 
the world beyond Europe, since 1945 – and whether a 
world based on these principles will endure or not.” He 
underscored that “what Vladimir Putin is doing to Ukraine 
constitutes an invasion of a sovereign country – if we 
obfuscate this truth because we refuse to face it – then we 
are living in Putin’s world.”

And, on September 10, Rep. Boehner announced that 
he would invite President Poroshenko to address a joint 
meeting of both houses of Congress on September 18. 
“Having President Poroshenko address Congress is anoth-
er signal of our steadfast commitment to the aspirations of 
his people,” Rep. Boehner said. “It will be an honor and a 
privilege to welcome him to the United States Capitol.”

President Poroshenko addressed that joint session of 
the U.S. Congress, presenting his government’s position on 
the latest developments in Ukraine’s east and calling on 
the United States to increase its political, economic and 
military support of Ukraine. He opened his address with 
these words: “It’s impossible to imagine what I’m feeling 
right now. How symbolic is the unity of the United States 
Congress and solidarity with Ukraine. This is exactly what 
Ukraine now needs the most: unity and solidarity. Not 
only with the United States Congress, not only with the 
United States, but with the whole world.” The president 
went on to say, “I urge you not to let Ukraine stand alone 
in the face of this aggression” and he reminded his audi-
ence that the U.S. “made a commitment that it would 
stand behind Ukraine’s territorial integrity” 20 years ago 
in the Budapest Memorandum, when Ukraine agreed to 
give up its nuclear arms. President Poroshenko said 
Ukrainian soldiers need not only more political support, 
but more both non-lethal and lethal military equipment. 
“Blankets and night-vision goggles are important. But one 
cannot win a war with blankets,” he said. President 
Poroshenko’s address to the joint session of Congress was 
greeted with more than 10 standing ovations. 

After lunch with Vice-President Biden at his residence 
at the Naval Observatory, Mr. Poroshenko proceeded to 
the White House for a meeting with President Obama. The 
White House that day announced a new $53 million assis-
tance package for Ukraine – of which $46 million was for 
security assistance – in addition to the $238 million in aid 
already provided to Ukraine this year. None of the aid was 
in the form of lethal weapons and ammunition that the 
Ukrainian president was seeking. President Obama 
praised President Poroshenko for brokering a ceasefire in 
the eastern regions. And he said the United States is ready 
to support Ukraine in its negotiations with Russia. “You 
have a strong friend not only in me personally, but I think, 
as you saw in Congress today, you have strong bipartisan 
support here in the United States. And the people of 
America stand with the people of Ukraine,” he said. 

Once the parliamentary elections were held in Ukraine, 
President Obama issued a statement addressed to the 
people of Ukraine: “On behalf of the American people, I 
congratulate the people of Ukraine on holding successful 
parliamentary elections on October 26. Despite a chal-
lenging security environment in certain regions, millions 
of Ukrainians turned out across the country to cast their 
ballots in an orderly and peaceful manner. At the same 
time, it is clear that Russian authorities occupying Crimea 
and Russian-backed separatists in parts of eastern 
Ukraine prevented many Ukrainian citizens from exercis-
ing their democratic rights to participate in national elec-
tions and cast their votes.”

Vice-President Biden paid another visit to Kyiv on 
November 20-21. According to RFE/RL, his messages was 
that “it is unacceptable in the 21st century for countries to 
attempt to redraw borders by force in Europe or intervene 
militarily because they don’t like a decision their neigh-
bors have made.” Mr. Biden called on Russia to abide by the 
commitments made in Minsk to end the crisis in Ukraine. 
“Do what you agreed to do, Mr. Putin,” Mr. Biden said. At 
the same time, he called on the new government in Kyiv, 
which had not yet been formed, to work toward greater 
integration with Europe and work for Ukraine’s democrat-
ic and economic future. He said so long as Kyiv does that, 
the United States will be “at your side.” 

Back in the United States, U.S. Ambassador to Ukraine 
Pyatt on December 8 spoke at the Atlantic Council, a lead-
ing think tank, to make the case that the U.S. and Europe 
must help Ukraine in protecting its territorial integrity, as 
well as assist the Ukrainian government in building a bet-
ter future for its people. He listed what he saw as priorities 

Presidents Petro Poroshenko and Barack Obama during their September 18 meeting in the Oval Office.
Yaro Bihun
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for Ukraine: resolving energy issues, fighting corruption 
and tackling constitutional reform. Mr. Pyatt also said the 
U.S. must continue to help protect Ukraine, which is also 
being confronted by Russian President Putin’s “weapon-
ized” media strategy aimed at trying to confuse the issues 
involved and sow a division between the U.S. and Europe. 

In Washington the next day, Vice-President Biden told 
an audience at the National Democratic Institute that if 
the pro-Western government formed that month failed to 
reform the economy and fight corruption, the efforts of 
Ukrainians who risked their lives in street protests that 
pushed Viktor Yanukovych from power in February could 
be in vain. Ukrainians have a chance again, and “they can’t 
blow it,” he said, according to RFE/RL. “Freedom is over 
25 years old and they blew it; the Orange Revolution and 
they blew it.” The vice-president warned, “They don’t have 
many more chances in the near term.”

Meanwhile, a former U.S. senator from New Hampshire, 
Gordon Humphrey, penned a two-part commentary in The 
Ukrainian Weekly (October 26 and November 9) in which 
he argued that Ukraine needs weapons now and told 
readers how they could help save Ukraine. Mr. Humphrey 
reported on the establishment by private citizens and 
Ukrainian American organizations of a new Ad Hoc 
Committee for Ukraine, whose sole purpose is “to encour-
age Congress to assert its constitutional role as an equal 
branch of our government to change U.S. policy towards 
Ukraine and send defensive weapons.” He cited two near-
term goals: to encourage formation of a bipartisan Senate 
Task Force on Ukraine and to encourage senators to sup-
port the only bill in the Senate that would authorize defen-
sive weapons, including antitank weapons for Ukraine. 

That was the Menendez bill, S 2828, the Ukrainian 
Freedom Support Act of 2014, introduced back in 
September. In December, Rep. Kaptur introduced HR 
5782, which mirrored the Senate bill. With the end of the 
113th Congress and the holidays fast approaching, the 
Ukrainian community was urged to act to get the bills 
passed. Thanks to a broad mobilization of Ukraine’s sup-
porters, both houses of the U.S. Congress passed the 
Ukraine Freedom Support Act of 2014 in its ultimate ver-
sion as HR 5859 (the House passed the bill on December 
11, the Senate on December 13). President Obama signed 
the bill on December 18, but in a statement released by 
the White House Press Office said: “Signing this legislation 
does not signal a change in the administration’s sanctions 
policy, which we have carefully calibrated in accordance 
with developments on the ground and coordinated with 
our allies and partners. At this time, the administration 
does not intend to impose sanctions under this law, but 
the act gives the administration additional authorities that 
could be utilized, if circumstances warranted.”

The Weekly’s editorial pointed out: “The fact that the 
U.S. Congress passed this bill that contains provisions for 
defensive weapons for Ukraine is historic. The bill states 
that ‘it is U.S. policy to assist the government of Ukraine in 
restoring its sovereignty and territorial integrity in order 
to deter the government of the Russian Federation from 
further destabilizing and invading Ukraine and other inde-
pendent countries in Eastern Europe and Central Asia.’ It 
‘directs’ the president to impose new sanctions; and it 
‘authorizes’ him ‘to provide Ukraine with defense articles, 
services and training in order to counter offensive weap-
ons and reestablish its sovereignty and territorial integri-
ty.’ …the bill also directs the secretary of state ‘to submit a 
plan to Congress to meet the need for protection of and 
assistance for internally displaced persons in Ukraine’; 
and directs the secretary of state and U.S. Agency for 
International Development to strengthen democratic civil 
society in Ukraine, support independent media outlets 
and counter government corruption. Also, it directs the 
chairman of the Broadcasting Board of Governors to sub-
mit to Congress a plan for increasing and maintaining 
through Fiscal Year 2017 the quantity of Russian-language 
broadcasting into the countries of the former USSR in 
order to counter Russian propaganda; and it refers to pri-
oritizing broadcasting into Ukraine, Georgia and Moldova 
by the Voice of America and Radio Free Europe/Radio 
Liberty.”

The Weekly’s editorial cautioned: “Now that President 
Barack Obama has signed the bill, we can hope for some 
real assistance for Ukraine in the face of Russian aggres-
sion. But the bill gives the president flexibility; he can 
choose what to do, and what not to do. It must also be 
noted that, unfortunately, the bill was passed minus the 
section on granting Major Non-NATO Ally status to 
Ukraine. Thus, it remains to be seen how the new law is 
actually implemented by the Obama administration.”

The events that overshadowed all others for the 
Ukrainian-Canadian community in Canada took 
place in Ukraine: the Maidan in Kyiv, the annexa-

tion of Crimea by Russia and the invasion of eastern 
Ukraine – Donetsk and Luhansk – by Russian forces. 
Because the prime minister of Canada, Stephen Harper, 
chose to play a leading role in opposition to President 
Vladimir Putin’s aggression against Ukraine, Mr. Harper 
involved all of Canada in standing up for Ukraine.

When, at the beginning of the year, violence erupted 
on the Maidan and the Verkhovna Rada passed draconian 
anti-protest laws, an emergency debate on a motion 
tabled by Member of Parliament (MP) James Bezan in the 
Canadian House of Commons on January 27 resulted in a 
motion calling on the Ukrainian government to bring 
those responsible to justice and on other nations to con-
sider sanctions. The motion concluded by stating that 
“this House stands united with the Ukrainian people, who 
believe in freedom, democracy, human rights and the rule 
of law.”

The debate was followed by Foreign Affairs Minister 
John Baird and Citizenship and Immigration Minister 
Chris Alexander announcing to the Ukrainian ambassa-

dor that Canada was concerned with the conduct of the 
Ukrainian government which was not addressing the fun-
damental demands of the Ukrainian people. Two days 
later, Prime Minister Harper met with a delegation of the 
Ukrainian Canadian Congress (UCC) to discuss the situa-
tion in Ukraine. The discussion topics included: Russian 
interference in the internal affairs of Ukraine; the need 
for targeted individual economic sanctions; diplomacy 
and humanitarian assistance; and the importance of 
ensuring Ukraine’s European future. 

Ministers Baird and Alexander both committed to 
work with the UCC to take immediate and concrete action 
condemning Russia’s continued economic and political 
coercion of Ukraine. Minister Alexander said the recent 
actions of the Ukrainian ruling elite in the face of protests 
were compelling Canada to restrict access to Canada of 
key Ukrainian government figures. 

In response to the increasing violence in Ukraine, 
sanctions were announced by Canada on February 20. On 
March 3, the prime minister called again on President 
Putin to withdraw his military from Ukraine and 
informed him that Canada had suspended all prepara-
tions for the G-8 summit planned in Sochi, recalled its 
ambassador to Russia, cancelled any Canadian represen-
tation at the Paralympic Games and was reviewing all 
planned bilateral interaction with Russia.

On the occasion of the Russian takeover of Crimea in 
February, the UCC strongly condemned the Russian mili-

During their meeting on May 8, Prime Minister Stephen Harper and Patriarch Sviatoslav Shevchuk (both seen in 
the center), are seen with (from left) the Rev. Peter Galadza of the Sheptytsky Institute; Ambassador for Religious 
Freedom Andrew Bennett; Minister of Employment and Social Development and Minister for Multiculturalism 

Jason Kenney; and Ukrainian Canadian Congress President Paul Grod.

President Petro Poroshenko of Ukraine and Minister Stephen Harper of Canada during their September 17  
meeting in Ottawa.
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tary intervention in Ukraine. Paul Grod, who was in 
Ukraine with a Canadian delegation from External Affairs 
at the beginning of March, pointed out that, in exchange 
for giving up its nuclear weapons arsenal in 1994, 
Ukraine had received security and territorial integrity 
guarantees from the United States, the United Kingdom 
and the Russian Federation, the signatories of the 
Budapest Memorandum. Ukraine’s Parliament passed a 
request that the memorandum’s signatories reaffirm 
their commitment to the principles enshrined in the 
political agreement. 

The UCC called upon the international community to 
influence President Putin to cease all actions violating 
Ukraine’s territorial integrity, including political and eco-
nomic pressure, as well as to remind the signatories of 
the 1994 Budapest Memorandum to fulfill their treaty 
obligations to protect the territorial integrity of Ukraine 
from Russian aggression. 

Prime Minister Harper made a one-day visit to 
Ukraine on March 22 to meet and show solidarity with 
acting President Oleksandr Turchynov and interim Prime 
Minister Arseniy Yatsenyuk. Mr. Harper became the first 
G-7 leader to visit Ukraine since Russia invaded Crimea, 
which the prime minister condemned. Mr. Harper said 
that the effect of President Putin’s attempt to impose the 
law of the jungle ought to be to redouble the free world’s 
unwavering fervor and to reinforce the growing diplo-
matic and economic isolation of the regime in place in 
Moscow. He characterized the actions of Russia, whose 
expulsion from the G-8 had been aggressively advocated 
by Canada, as “unacceptable behavior” not seen since 
Germany’s Nazi regime annexed Austria in 1938.

While in Kyiv, Mr. Harper also paid a visit to the 
Maidan, where he laid a wreath as a symbol of Canada’s 
respect for those who had died there. Mr. Harper added 
that he believes the Cold War had never left Mr. Putin’s 
mind. Canada suspended bilateral military activities with 
Russia and announced economic sanctions and travel 
bans against Russian officials and members of the 
Yanukovych regime. Russia responded by imposing travel 
bans on 13 Canadian officials, including UCC President 
Grod. 

Canada pledged more than $220 million toward the 
International Monetary Fund and Prime Minister Harper 
also announced a $775,000 contribution toward a politi-
cal and security-monitoring mission to Ukraine to be led 
by the Organization for Security and Cooperation in 
Europe (OSCE). Ukraine’s Ambassador to Canada Vadym 
Prystaiko suggested that Canada could be a future source 
of natural gas for Ukraine or, at least, help Ukraine 
become energy independent of Russia.

Prime Minister Harper announced on April 23 that 
Canada would be sending up to 500 election observers to 
monitor the May 25 presidential elections in Ukraine – 
both long-term observers (LTOs) and short-term observ-
ers (STOs). They would be deployed through CANEOM 
(Canadian Election Observation Missions) and the OSCE. 

The work of the Canadian observers would be in addition 
to the work being undertaken by the Ukrainian World 
Congress election observer mission. Canadian election 
observers have monitored the last several elections in 
Ukraine. Тhe government of Ukraine has called upon 
Canada and its Ukrainian Canadian community to contin-
ue playing an important role as independent, impartial, 
international election observers during the May elections 
in Ukraine.

On May 8 Patriarch Sviatoslav of the Ukrainian Greek-
Catholic Church (UGCC) met with Prime Minister Harper 
in Ottawa to discuss the crisis in Ukraine. Patriarch 
Sviatoslav told the prime minister that the Russian 
Federation’s aggression had undermined the Church’s 
efforts to maintain calm. “There was no tension between 
Ukrainians and Russians in Ukraine until the Russian 
government annexed Crimea,” he noted. “It is the illegal 
actions of the Russian government – following upon 
years of Kremlin-backed corruption in Kyiv – that have 
brought strife to the country.”

Patriarch Sviatoslav met with Minister of Foreign 
Affairs Baird, to whom he emphasized the danger of 
allowing Russia to disrupt the upcoming presidential 
elections in Ukraine. The patriarch pointed out the situa-
tion of the Ukrainian Greek-Catholic Church which, after 
Joseph Stalin banned the Church in 1946, became the 

largest outlawed religious body in the world. The 
Russians have continuously attempted to destroy the 
Church which has been targeted anew since the Russian 
takeover of Crimea, he said.

On August 7, Prime Minister Harper announced non-
lethal security assistance to Ukraine. Non-kinetic military 
equipment that Ukraine would be able to use to secure 
and protect its eastern border against Russian aggression 
would be supplied. This equipment would provide physi-
cal and medical protection.

On September 17, Ukrainian President Petro 
Poroshenko received a “rock-star-like” welcome when he 
became the second Ukrainian president to address a rare 
joint session of Canada’s Parliament. Mr. Poroshenko was 
accompanied to Canada by his wife, Dr. Maryna 
Poroshenko. Canada’s parliamentarians underscored the 
deep emotional and cultural connections between 
Canada and Ukraine. 

In his welcome address, Prime Minister Harper said 
that, “It is not only history that [binds] us; it is also shared 
values that make Canada and Ukraine an integral part of 
the global family of democracies.” The effusive introduc-
tion by the Canadian prime minister contained a warning 
to President Putin: “We cannot let Putin’s dark and dan-
gerous actions stand, for they have global security impli-
cations,” he said. Mr. Poroshenko pointed out that, “For 
more than two decades we proudly stated that Ukraine 
gained its independence without shedding a single drop 
of blood. Now that is no longer true. Now we are engaged 
in a true battle for our independence.” Mr. Harper, the 
only leader of a G-7 country to attend Mr. Poroshenko’s 
presidential inauguration in June, emphasized that 
“Canada recognizes the sovereignty and territorial integ-
rity of Ukraine.”

Since Russia’s annexation of Crimea in February, the 
Harper government had been a fierce critic of Mr. Putin 
and, on the eve of President Poroshenko’s visit, further 
economic sanctions and travel bans were announced. 
Foreign Affairs Minister Baird called Mr. Putin “a bully.” 
The UCC called on Canada and other member countries 
of NATO to arm Ukraine against Russian aggression, 
although President Barack Obama’s administration 
declined to include weapons in its $53 million aid pack-
age for Ukraine. 

In his address to the Canadian Parliament, Mr. 
Poroshenko underscored that Ukraine requires “sophisti-
cated and state-of-the-art” assistance to defend itself. He 
added that “those who were equipped, trained and 
financed by Russia, shot down Malaysia Airlines Flight 17 
in July, which killed 298 passengers and crew.”

Mr. Poroshenko conveyed a desire for Ukraine to gain 
the status of a Major Non-NATO Ally and expressed hope 
that a Ukraine-Canada free trade agreement would soon 
become a reality. Mr. Poroshenko also told the CBC that 
he is also seeking Canadian petroleum to help reduce 
Ukraine’s dependence on Russian energy. On his day-long 

First Lady Maryna Poroshenko and President Petro Poroshenko among Ukrainian Canadians in Ottawa on 
September 17.

All the members of the Canadian government-sponsored election observer mission in Ukraine for the October 26 
parliamentary elections.

Petro Poroshenko/Facebook

Bohdan Kolos
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visit, President Poroshenko and Prime Minister Harper 
signed a $200 million (about $183 million U.S.) stabiliza-
tion loan to Ukraine. 

On November 26, Minister of National Defense Rob 
Nicholson announced an additional $11 million in aid to 
Ukraine’s armed forces. “These contributions are a clear 
demonstration of our support for the people of Ukraine, 
and their pursuit of a secure and stable future,” he said. 
The new assistance included: protective gear, cold weath-
er gear, ordinance disposal equipment, communications 
equipment, night and thermal vision equipment and bin-
oculars, medical training, as well as a mobile field hospi-
tal. “As Ukraine continues to face invasion by the Russian 
Federation, this gear will increase the effectiveness of 
Ukraine’s military,” commented the UCC’s Mr. Grod. 

In November, a specialized team of Canadian health 
professionals returned home after completing a medical 
mission in Ukraine during which, working alongside 
Ukrainian doctors and nurses, they performed recon-
structive complex surgical procedures on victims of the 
Euro-Maidan movement and Russia’s invasion into east-
ern Ukraine. The mission was organized by the Canada 
Ukraine Foundation (CUF) and Operation Rainbow 
Canada, under the patronage of the UCC. 

The medical team of 25 professionals was assembled 
from across Canada and was composed entirely of volun-
teers. It included surgeons, anaesthetists and nurses. 
Over 60 patients from across Ukraine, with complex post-
traumatic defects and deformities, were seen in consulta-
tion; a total of 37 reconstructive procedures were per-
formed on 30 patients. Most defects and deformities 
resulted from explosive blast wounds and high-velocity 
missile wounds. The surgical procedures were complex, 
technically demanding, and time-consuming, some last-
ing for as many as seven hours. 

The medical mission spanned 10 days (including trav-
el), November 6-16. Funding for the mission came from 
“United for Ukraine,” a gala fund-raiser organized by CUF 
with the attendance of Prime Minister Harper. More than 
1,200 people attended and $200,000 was raised. Stryker 
Canada awarded the mission a grant for virtually all sur-
gical hardware and implant materials for the medical 
procedures. Operation Rainbow Canada provided guid-
ance in terms of planning a mission of this scale. There 
was a large number of sponsorships from corporations, 
family foundations, banks and credit unions. 

Dr. Oleh Antonyshyn, who headed the mission, said: 
“This mission was groundbreaking in terms of the collab-
oration between medical professionals in Ukraine and 
Canada. It has allowed us to establish critical relations 
with medical professionals and health administrators in 
Ukraine, and provides a foundation for future collabora-
tions in health delivery and surgical education.”

In September, diplomat Roman Waschuk, a Canadian 
Ukrainian, was appointed as the country’s ambassador to 
Ukraine. Mr. Waschuk began his diplomatic career in 
1987 as second secretary in Moscow and subsequently 
served in Kyiv and Berlin. Mr. Waschuk has also been 
deputy director and director of several policy setting divi-
sions in the Department of External Affairs. His previous 
posting, in 2011, was as ambassador to Serbia. In 
Ukraine, Mr. Waschuk replaced Canada’s Troy Lulashnyk, 
whose family traces its roots to the Ternopil region of 
Ukraine. Mr. Waschuk, who was born and grew up in 
Toronto, holds B.A. and M.A. degrees in history from the 
University of Toronto. He was an active member of the 
Canadian Ukrainian community in Toronto and Ottawa 
and continues to take part in activities of Plast Ukrainian 
Scouting Organization whenever this is possible. 

Another noteworthy development in the realm of 
Canada-Ukraine relations came on May 30 when Prime 
Minister Harper spoke at the Tribute to Liberty dinner, 
devoting much attention to Ukraine. Tribute to Liberty is 
a Canadian charity whose mission is to establish a Canada 
memorial to commemorate the victims of communism. 
After enumerating all the peoples who had come to 
Canada in the 20th century fleeing Communist govern-
ments, Mr. Harper pointed out that, in 1991, Canada was 
the first Western country to recognize a newly indepen-
dent Ukraine. He added that, “there is no Western country 
that has been closer and has had closer ties to Ukraine 
than Canada, and you must know that we are all fiercely 
proud of that.” Although Mr. Harper admitted that he 
could not predict what the future holds for Ukraine, 
Europe or Canada, he reassured the audience that 
Canadians have always supported freedom and democra-
cy for all people and will continue to support Ukraine. 

Ukrainian Churches faced new challenges during 
2014, but new hope too, in the face of Moscow-
orchestrated aggression toward the Ukrainian 

Orthodox Church – Kyiv Patriarchate (UOC-KP) and the 
Ukrainian Greek-Catholic Church (UGCC).

Patriarch Sviatoslav of the UGCC told reporters on January 
13 of a letter from Ukraine’s Ministry of Culture on the termi-
nation of its registration based on its involvement in the 
Euro-Maidan protests. The ministry said the UGCC had vio-
lated the law on freedom of conscience and religious organi-
zations for holding religious activities on Independence 
Square. Patriarch Sviatoslav said that the Church was not 
taking part in political events, but that it could “not stay 
apart when the faithful ask for spiritual care.”

Patriarch Filaret of the UOC-KP on January 21 called on 
President Viktor Yanukovych and the opposition to start 
direct talks. “…The Church calls on the head of state and 
the opposition to immediately start direct and, most 
importantly, fruitful negotiations to achieve a way out of 
the crisis.”  The patriarch reminded both sides of their 
responsibility for the use of force.

Patriarch Sviatoslav and Patriarch Filaret were among 
20 representatives of Ukraine that attended the National 
Prayer Breakfast in Washington on February 6. More than 
3,000 joined President Barack Obama for the event. The 
two Ukrainian Church leaders met with members of 

Congress, organizations and U.S. government officials to 
express their concern with the downturn of events in 
Ukraine under President Yanukovych and the need to sup-
port Ukraine’s Euro-Maidan movement. Patriarch 
Sviatoslav stressed the need for unity among the 
Ukrainian Churches during the crisis.

The UOC-Moscow Patriarchate (UOC-MP) voted on 
February 24 at its Synod to elect Metropolitan Onufriy 
(Berezovsky), titular bishop of Chernivtsi and Bukovyna, to 
the post of locum tenens of the UOC-MP. The new head of 
the Church replaced ailing Metropolitan Volodymyr 
(Sabodan). During a prayer service on Independence Square 
on February 22, leaders of most of the Churches of Ukraine 
were present, except the UOC-MP, which was represented by 
an archpriest. During the Synod, which condemned the 
Ukrainian government’s use of force against protesters in 
Kyiv, the attending clergy promoted unity among the 
Orthodox Churches of Ukraine, including the UOC-KP and 
the Ukrainian Autocephalous Orthodox Church.

An online documentary on the life of Cardinal Lubomyr 
Husar had launched its fund-raising project, with filming 
set to being in April. At the time, they had collected 
$2,310. Filming locations included Italy, Ukraine, Germany, 
North America and Austria. The film was released on 
August 24, 2014, with the online documentary including 
more in-depth material.

The UOC-KP launched “Support the Ukrainian Army” ini-
tiative on March 15 with an opening donation of $50,000 to 
Ukraine’s Ministry of Defense. Patriarch Filaret said that 
among the military units are priests and bishops who are 
trying to “lift up the mood and spirit of the military.”

Ukrainian Orthodox Patriarch Filaret shares his views on current developments in Ukraine during a discussion 
session at the U.S.-Ukraine Foundation in Washington on February 6. Seated next to him are Ihor Gawdiak of the 

Ukrainian American Coordinating Council (right) and interpreter Peter Voitsekhovsky (left). 

Patriarch Sviatoslav of the Ukrainian Greek-Catholic Church blesses the patriarchal cathedral’s largest bell on 
April 7 in Kyiv. 

Yaro Bihun

UGCC Information Service

Ukrainian Churches: 
challenges and hope
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The UOC-KP faithful in Crimea – estimated to number 
220,000 – had been served by 15 priests in 20 churches. 
Many of the priests and faithful had fled the peninsula 
prior to the Russian annexation because the Church had 
not conformed with Russian laws.  UOC-MP priests, 
accompanied by Russian soldiers, would force UOC-KP 
Churches to close or take them over. Crimean Tatars, who 
are also under threat from the Moscow authorities, 
offered that the UOC-KP could hold services in their 
mosques.

Patriarch Sviatoslav enthroned Bishop Vasyl Ivasiuk, 
former exarch of Odesa-Crimea, as the new eparch of 
Kolomyia-Chernivtsi on March 22 in Kolomyia, Ivano-
Frankivsk Oblast. Services were held at the Cathedral of 
the Presentation of Christ.

Pope Francis approved the creation of a new exarchate 
in Kharkiv for the UGCC, as announced by the Vatican on 
April 2. Previously the Kharkiv, Sumy and Poltava regions 
were under the Donetsk Exarchate, which includes 
Donetsk, Zaporizhzhia, Dniropetrovsk and Luhansk. 
Bishop Vasyl Tuchapets was appointed as exarch of 
Kharkiv. Bishop Stepan Menyok is exarch of Donetsk. The 
Vatican also approved on May 12 the creation of a UGCC 
Metropolitanate in Brazil, with the seat in Curitiba and the 
elevation of the Eparchy of St. John the Baptist in Brazil to 
an archeparchy. Bishop Volymyr Kovbych was named the 
first archbishop-metropolitan. Pope Francis’s announce-
ment also included the creation of the Eparchy of the 
Immaculate Conception in Prudentopolis, with Bishop 
Myron Mazur as its head. 

Patriarch Sviatoslav blessed the largest bell of the 
Patriarchal Cathedral of the Resurrection of Christ in Kyiv on 
April 7, on the feast of the Annunciation of the Virgin Mary. 
The bell, which weighs nearly four tons, bears the name of 
the Archangel Michael. The bell was made by the Royal 
Dutch belfry thanks to donations from around the world.

The annual St. Thomas Sunday Pilgrimage known as 
Providna Nedillia attracted thousands to the Metropolia 
Center of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the U.S.A. 
(UOC-U.S.A.) in South Bound Brook, N.J., on April 26-27. 
During an outdoor prayer service following Sunday’s 
divine liturgy, Metropolitan  Antony and Bishop Daniel led 
prayers at the Memorial Cross in St. Andrew Cemetery for 
the repose of the victims of Chornobyl, those who lost 
their lives during the Euro-Maidan protests, those killed in 
the Holodomor of 1932-1933, as well as all who served in 
the armed forces of Ukraine and the U.S.A. 

The death on July 5 of Metropolitan Volodymyr of the 
UOC-MP at the age of 78 was seen as a failure of Moscow 
Patriarch Kirill in Ukraine.  The passing of the longtime head 
of the UOC-MP since 1992, who twice was almost elected 
Patriarch of Russia, was seen as the death of Moscow’s influ-
ence in Ukraine and across the post-Soviet space. President 
Poroshenko commented during the memorial service in 
Kyiv, “Ukraine has lost a great Ukrainian citizen.”

Patriarch Filaret commented on August 4 that the 
Russian Orthodox Church (ROC) was helping the terror-
ists in Donbas. The patriarch stated: “We are not the 
aggressors, we have not attacked Moscow and Russia, and 
Russia sent its weapons to Ukraine, Russia invaded our 
land – Crimea, although Russia was a guarantor of the 

inviolability of Ukrainian territory… But the truth is on our 
side, and God is with us.”

The Rev. Dr. Ivan Kaszczak released a book titled 
“Metropolitan Andrei Sheptytsky and the Establishment 
of the Ukrainian Catholic Church in the United States” in 
late 2013, and its release was noted in 2014 in a book note 
published on August 31. The book chronicles the develop-
ment of the Church from its beginnings in North America, 
later under the leadership of Bishop Soter Stephen 
Ortynsky, concluding with the Church under Bishops 
Constantine Bohachevsky and Basil Tkach. It was original-
ly written as a masters’ degree thesis when the Rev. 
Kaszczak was studying at Oblate College in Washington.

The Rev. Bohdan Danylo was appointed on August 7 by 
Pope Francis as bishop of the St. Josaphat Ukrainian 
Catholic Eparchy in Parma, Ohio. Born in Poland, where he 
studied, he moved to the United States where he studied 
at the Catholic University of Washington. He was ordained 
a priest in 1996 and served as vice-rector of the St. Basil 
Seminary in Stamford, Conn. He was consecrated as bish-
op by Patriarch Sviatoslav, who was joined by Bishops 
John Bura and Paul Chomnycky on November 4 in Parma. 
Bishop Bura, who was apostolic administrator for the St. 
Josaphat Eparchy, was selected to serve as auxiliary bish-
op of the Ukrainian Catholic Archeparchy of Philadelphia, 
with a residence at St. Josaphat Ukrainian Catholic 
Seminary in Washington. Bishop Bura’s work in 
Washington will include serving as the Ukrainian Catholic 
Church’s ambassador to the U.S. State Department and 
other organizations, both in government and non-govern-
mental areas, relating to the interests and needs of the 
Ukrainian Catholic Church and of the Ukrainian communi-
ty in Ukraine and the U.S.

Bishop Daniel of the UOC-U.S.A., with the help of 

Metropolitan Makariy of the Lviv Archdiocese of the 
Ukrainian Autocephalous Orthodox Church, visited the 
Military Medical Clinic Center of the Western Region in 
Lviv in August. During his visit, the bishop met with Col. 
Ivan Hayda, director of the facility and one of the chief 
physicians. The center had 400 wounded soldiers at the 
time, but was in need of modern medical equipment. An 
initiative by the UOC-U.S.A. with support from the U.S. 
community had raised $100,000 to aid Ukrainian refugees 
and wounded soldiers, and to assist families of fallen 
heroes of the Maidan.

The UGCC, during its Synod on Briukhovychi, near Lviv, 
on September 7-14, released a statement calling the 
world’s attention to the crisis in Ukraine. Russian intimi-
dation and military force, the Kremlin propaganda 
machine, the shock after the downing of Malaysia Flight 
17 was more evidence of Russian tactics. “Stop the blood-
shed in Ukraine!” the statement appealed. The statement 
continued: “Today, silence or inaction, reluctance to recog-
nize the gravity of the situation that has arisen in our 
country cannot only turn everyone into a mute or indiffer-
ent witness, but also into an accomplice of the sin of mur-
der which cries to heaven for justice as the Scripture says: 
‘What have you done? The voice of your brother’s blood is 
crying to me from the ground’ (Genesis 4:10).” 

The Ukrainian Catholic University (UCU) and the 
Ukrainian Catholic Education Foundation (UCEF) launched 
the $65.5 million Comprehensive Campaign to complete 
the university’s campus in Stryisky Park in Lviv. Fund-
raising for “A New Generation for a  New Ukraine” began its 
efforts on November 1 in Toronto, followed by stops in 
New York, Cleveland, Montreal, Chicago, Calgary, London 
and Kyiv. The initiative had already collected 70 percent of 
the target amount at more than $45 million. The UCU was 
able to complete its new Multi-Purpose Academic Building 
and a state-of-the-art residential college (Collegium) with 
new housing, a dining hall, faculty offices and lecture halls 
for students, faculty and resident advisers.

The hierarchs of the Permanent Conference of 
Ukrainian Orthodox Bishops Beyond the Borders of 
Ukraine met at their annual meeting on September 9-11 
in Clearwater, Fla. Metropolitan Antony and Bishop Daniel 
of the UOC-U.S.A. hosted the event, and joining them were 
Metropolitan Yuriy, Bishop Ilarion and Bishop Andriy of 
the Ukrainian Orthodox Church in Canada (UOCC). The 
crisis in Ukraine, as well as threats to all Ukrainian 
Orthodox Christians who live outside their ancestral 
homeland, were major topics of discussion. The hierarchs 
affirmed their commitment to unity among the Ukrainian 
Orthodox jurisdictions, as well as called on the faithful to 
eliminate distractions from attending divine liturgy.

St. John the Baptist Ukrainian Catholic Church in Fall 
River, Mass., celebrated the parish’s centennial on October 
5 with a divine liturgy celebrated by Bishop Chomnycky. A 
celebratory banquet was held at nearby Magoni’s 
Restaurant. Founded by Ukrainians from the Austro-
Hungarian region of Ukraine, the parish has continued to 
function even as parishioner numbers have fallen. 

Bishop Daniel censes around the Memorial Cross at St. Andrew Cemetery on April 27 during commemorative 
prayers of the St. Thomas Sunday Pilgrimage in South Bound Brook, N.J. 

Parishioners with Bishop Paul Chomnycky and Msgr. Roman Golemba at the conclusion of the divine liturgy cele-
brating the centennial of St. John the Baptist Ukrainian Catholic Church in Fall River, Mass., on October 5.

Sofia Kaczor
“2014: The Year in Review” continues in next week’s 

issue.
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to deliver anything they had to offer to 
Pisky.

“We’ll think about it,” they said. But they 
didn’t call back.

Instead, Halyna and her neighbors have 
only volunteers like the Wings of Generosity 
and Care charity to rely on for donated food. 
When they can, the Ukrainian soldiers share 
their meager rations too. 

Yet some things can’t be offered. Pisky 
has been without electricity and natural gas 
for cooking for many months. In the first 
days of the new year, temperatures dropped 
to 20 degrees Fahrenheit below zero.

Liudmyla, a neighbor who came for food, 
boasted that the temperature in her house 
was as warm as 44 degrees, but that was 
only during the last few days. 

When we descended the stairs to 
Halyna’s damp, frigid basement, we could 
smell fumes in the air. Like others, she had 
no choice but to heat the room with fire-
wood, but there were no ventilation ducts 
for the resulting smoke.

We also visit ruined apartments in a 
damaged four-story building whose 
remaining walls were black from fire. Most 
of its windows were shattered, and bricks 
were scattered about amid snow-covered 
toys and kids’ shoes left behind. 

In another apartment, a cage on the 
ground contained two dead parrots that 
either starved or froze to death. Those who 
lived here left in haste, worried solely about 
saving their own lives.

 One flat was destroyed by mortar fire 
from the separatists’ side of the frontline. 
Luckily, nobody was injured, Halyna said. 
The family escaped in the summer with the 
first wave of refugees. 

Some of the broken windows were cov-
ered with plywood or plastic by those who 
returned to live in the regions.

 “Soldiers, please do not break down the 
door. We have keys and can open it. We are 
in the basement,” read a note on one door. 
When this reporter asked what that was 
for, a woman said in a low voice, “Soldiers 
rob apartments.” Ukrainian soldiers, that is. 

The army officers with us confirmed that 
could be true, “This is war. Anything is possi-
ble. We have different people here.” Recently, 
Ukrainian commanders began checking 
packages that soldiers send home from the 
Donbas in order to discourage looting.

We asked the people of Pisky about their 
needs. Some of them expressed anger that 
the Ukrainian government had abandoned 
them and stopped sending pensions already 
in July. They could have registered to receive 
them in a safer village not far from Pisky, but 
they have no transport to take them there, 
nor money to pay for it, for that matter. 

On many levels, they are stuck between 
life and death. Geographically, they are 
between the Ukrainian mainland, where 
life has gone on, and the Donbas devastated 
by war. And they can do nothing except just 
wait and hope that they will survive being 
the crossfire.

On our first visit, the village was under 
mortar fire and the army officers with us 

said the enemy noticed us and set their 
sights accordingly. Shells fell precisely at the 
places where the locals came to take food 
from our cars, 10 minutes after we had 
moved closer to the four-story building. 
What surprised us most was the reaction of 
people of Pisky. We were standing in hel-
mets and bulletproof jackets and they had 
none, but showed no panic. They just lis-
tened to the explosions, crossed themselves 
and said: “God, when will this war be over?”

We swiftly departed during a break in 
the gunfire to avoid getting caught in Pisky 
once the sun set. During the second trip, we 
heard only a few explosions, far from us. 

It was much more tense in another vil-
lage close to the airport, Opytne, to which 
we had supplies to deliver. We came under 
artillery fire as we made our way to 
Zarechna Street, at the very edge of the vil-
lage, where only about 30 people live at the 
moment. Not even soldiers go there 
because it’s in the line of fire. 

We heard a deafening boom as we 
passed by a large ruined barn.

“That was close – about 20 meters. 
Those bastards are sharp,” commented one 
of our accompanying officers. We didn’t get 
as much as a scratch because the shell fell 
into the ruined barn. We finally got to 
Zarechna and wasted no time in distribut-
ing food and medicine to the locals. 

Neonila Radytenko, 70, showed us a hole 
in her yard where a mortar shell killed her 
dog months ago. She and her husband Vasyl, 
74, were inside at the time. Their two sons 
abandoned Opytne in the summer, one set-
tling in separatist-controlled Donetsk and 
the other in the embattled factory town of 
Avdiyivka, which is under Ukrainian control 
but nevertheless under artillery fire. 

Neither is willing to risk his life to take 
their parents out of this hell, Ms. Radytenko 
tells us, starting to cry. Even if they wanted to, 
she said, they can’t leave because of the road-
blocks. They live off the vegetables grown in 
their garden and food from the soldiers.

“We have nothing, only bullets whistling 
by everywhere,” she said. She and her 
neighbors rarely see bread. A grocer from 
Avdiyivka sometimes brings food to 
Opytne, but the prices are too high. 

One neighbor, 74-year-old Oleksandr, 
thanked us for the supplies, but urged us 
not to risk our lives.

“You better not come here next time. We 
will survive,” he said, alluding to his home-
grown vegetables. He is pro-Russian, as are 
many others here, whose only source of 
information is the falsehoods and hatred 
spread by the Russian television news. 

They don’t see Ukrainian TV because the 
main tower is situated in Donetsk and the 
separatists are jamming signals. The extent 
of how Russian propaganda poisons peo-
ple’s minds was noticeable just by traveling 
from Pisky to Opytne. 

The former haven’t seen Russian news 
for months and, though they have no love 
for Ukraine, they aren’t hostile either. The 
folks of Opytne differ, believing Russian 
news like the Gospels and repeating its pro-
paganda word-by-word.

Oleksandr said he loves Russia and can-
not explain why. He misses the Soviet past 
and rejects any notion of a Ukrainian state. 

As we were talked, explosions came 
closer and closer. Our officers said that a 
gunner in the village noticed our arrival 
and tried to help the separatists target our 
cars for annihilation. 

A crowd had gathered in the village cen-
ter by the time we returned, most of them 
standing in a queue, taking food and silent-
ly disappearing. 

Yet a woman in her 40s saw our video 
and photo cameras and angrily shouted, 
“Stop shooting or I will break your camera! 
You’d be better if you stayed with us. We 
have been under attack since May.” Opytne 
was safe until the Ukrainian soldiers 
arrived, she went on. The separatists have 
had to fire only because of retaliation for 
Ukrainian attacks.

“Before you came here, nobody attacked 
us. Get away from our land,” she told Lt. Col. 
Oleksandr Gvozdkov, who escorted us. 

He got irritated and returned the hostili-
ty. “You are telling me, a Ukrainian soldier 
who risks his life every day protecting his 
country, to go away?” he said. “If you hate 
us, then why do you take food from us?” 
The woman turned around and left. 

Some in the crowd said that they feel 
sorry for the Ukrainian soldiers dying at 
Donetsk Airport. 

As the explosions got closer, we took 
cover behind an empty bus. For all we 
knew, the shooter could have been among 
those who had just taken food from our car. 
We decided we had to leave.

It was the fourth trip overall for Wings of 
Generosity and Care, which has delivered 
more than 15 tons of food and 850 gifts of 
sweets to the most vulnerable residents of 
the towns and villages freed by the 
Ukrainian army.

Its organizers draw their support from 
donations made by France, Great Britain, 
Germany, the U.S., New Zealand and 
Kazakhstan, among other countries. 

Maia Mikhaluk, a coordinator, said she is 
willing to help even those who are hostile, 
even praying for them, all the while not 
knowing whether they will ever change their 
attitude towards Ukraine and its people.

“But I do believe it’s possible” she said. 
“We need to provide support and show that 
we do care and will not leave them.” 

(Continued from page 1)

Survival...

ern part of the Luhansk region.
An Associated Press correspondent in 

the separatist-held part of Luhansk report-
ed seeing six anti-tank cannons, 15 tanks, 
nine self-propelled howitzers and Grad 
multiple-rocket launchers heading toward 
Checkpoint 31, where Ukrainian and rebel 
fighters had fought on January 20.

Ukraine announced plans on January 21 
to increase its military strength by 68,000 
troops.

Meanwhile, President Poroshenko 
added from Davos that Ukraine will not 
renegotiate the ceasefire agreement signed 
in Minsk in September.

The Ukrainian president also said on 
January 21 that his country will break its 
dependence on Russian natural gas by 
2017. He said that would be possible by 
receiving more gas from European sources 
and by using shale-gas technology within 
Ukraine.

With reporting by Agence France-Presse, 
Reuters and the Associated Press.

Copyright 2015, RFE/RL Inc. Reprinted 
with the permission of Radio Free Europe/
Radio Liberty, 1201 Connecticut Ave. NW, 
Washington DC 20036; www.rferl.org (see 
http://www.rferl.org/content/ukraine-poro-
shenko-russian-troops-out/26806242.html).

(Continued from page 1)

Poroshenko...

  BREAKING NEWS

Retreat  
at Donetsk airport
As The Weekly went to press on 

January 22, there were several major 
developments in Ukraine.

• The Donetsk airport is completely 
destroyed and is not suitable for 
defense, thus a decision was made to 
withdraw Ukrainian servicemen from 
the new terminal, reported Andriy 
Lysenko, spokesman for the Anti-
Terrorist Operation (ATO). “In the 
course of fighting, 16 Ukrainian ser-
vicemen were wounded and taken 
captive. The ATO forces are holding 
the fire station, the areas of the air 
control tower and of the runway that 
has been made unusable. Our military 
is confidently holding the reinforced 
positions at the localities of Avdiyivka 
and Pisky. In the last day 10 Ukrainian 
servicemen were killed in action, [and] 
19 were wounded,” he said.

• The Ministry of Defense of 
Ukraine reported that intense battles 
in the area around the airport contin-
ue and that Ukrainian forces rein-
forced positions near Pisky. The 
Ministry of Defense reported that the 
most difficult situation was towards 
Debaltsevo, where Kremlin-backed 
terrorists continue shelling Ukrainian 
positions. Towards Mariupol, Kremlin-
backed terrorists repeatedly shelled 
Ukrainian positions. Several media 
outlets showed video footage of 
Kremlin-backed terrorists forcibly 
parading captured Ukrainian soldiers 
in Donetsk. 

• At least 13 civilians were killed in 
Donetsk aboard a bus and at a bus 
stop when it was hit by mortar shells. 
Ukraine’s Ministry of Defense said that 
the stricken area was 15 kilometers 
from the nearest government position 
and that the shells were likely 
launched from residential sections of 
the city, that is, from within rebel terri-
tory.

Oleksandr from the village of Opytne shakes hands with a Ukrainian officer.

An apartment in Pisky ruined by shelling.

Maia Mikhaluk
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separatists used densely populated areas 
for launching military operations while the 
Ukrainian troops returned heavy fire into 
those areas. Amnesty said rebels fired rock-
ets from residential areas in Donetsk and 

Horlivka. Artillery fire was returned by 
Ukrainian troops, killing at least two civil-
ians in Horlivka on January 18. (RFE/RL, 
with reporting by Agence France-Presse 
and the Associated Press)

Another bomb explodes in Odesa 

ODESA – Another bomb exploded in the 
Ukrainian Black Sea port city of Odesa, 

causing damage to a nearby building but 
reportedly not resulting in any casualties. 
The explosion happened late January 16 
outside the Diamant Bank. Local Internal 
Affairs Ministry spokesman Volodymyr 
Shablienko could only say an explosive 
device was placed outside the bank and 
detonated. It was at least the sixth bomb to 
go off in the Odesa area in the last two 
months. Ukrainian officials have called the 
bombings terrorist acts. These explosions 
have happened as the Ukrainian govern-
ment continues to battle pro-Russian sepa-
ratists in the eastern part of the country. 
(RFE/RL, based on reporting by UNIAN, 
TASS and Interfax)

Moscow warns Kyiv as fighting rages

MOSCOW – Moscow and Kyiv have trad-
ed accusations as fighting escalates in east-
ern Ukraine and casualties mount. Russian 
Deputy Foreign Minister Grigory Karasin 
on January 19 accused Kyiv of trying to 
solve the conflict through military force 
and warned of “irreversible consequences 
for Ukrainian statehood,” as both sides 
accused each other of ignoring appeals for 
a ceasefire to be respected. Ukraine’s army 
said some 700 Russian troops had crossed 
into the country on the morning of January 
19 to support pro-Russian separatists. 
Military spokesman Andriy Lysenko told 
reporters that three Ukrainian servicemen 
were killed and 66 wounded in the previ-
ous 24 hours. (RFE/RL)

EU holds steady on sanctions 

BRUSSELS – The European Union’s for-
eign-policy chief Federica Mogherini said 
on January 19 that the situation on the 
ground in Ukraine was “much worse than 
last week,” and ruled out relaxing the bloc’s 
sanctions against Russia before Moscow 
implemented the Minsk agreements. “Our 
relations with Russia can only change if 
and when – I hope ‘when’, but at the 
moment it is ‘if’ – commitments that were 
taken in Minsk are implemented, and let 
me say that the latest developments on the 
ground are not encouraging, rather the 
contrary,” Ms. Mogherini said on January 19 
after a meeting of EU foreign affairs minis-
ters. Earlier, Ms. Mogherini had suggested 
in a confidential memo leaked to the media 
that EU governments could start talking to 
Russia again about global diplomacy, trade, 
and other issues if Moscow implemented 

the Minsk peace agreement to end the sep-
aratist conflict. The EU pledged to respond 
to a perceived Russian propaganda cam-
paign, after the issue was raised in a recent 
letter signed by the foreign ministers of 
Denmark, Estonia, Lithuania, and Britain. 
Ms. Mogherini said the EU will work on 
“concrete steps to be implemented in the 
coming weeks,” adding, however, that the 
bloc would not engage in counterpropa-
ganda. Lithuanian Foreign Minister Linas 
Linkevicius told RFE/RL that there was 
“wide support” among his EU counterparts 
for the need to address Russian propagan-
da. Mr. Linkevicius said EU institutions will 
prepare a draft action plan, and “will be 
able to then discuss concretely what could 
be done.” (RFE/RL, with reporting by RFE/
RL’s Brussels correspondent Rikard 
Jozwiak, Interfax, Agence France-Presse, 
Reuters and the Associated Press)

NATO to Russia: stop supporting rebels

BERLIN – NATO Secretary-General Jens 
Stoltenberg has called on Russia to with-
draw its support for separatists in eastern 
Ukraine and use “all its influence” to make 
them observe a ceasefire agreement. 
Speaking at a news conference in Berlin 
with German Chancellor Angela Merkel on 
January 14, Mr. Stoltenberg said, “We call on 
Russia to respect the [September 5] Minsk 
agreements, to use all its influence on the 
separatists to make them respect the cease-
fire, and to withdraw the support for the 
separatists.” Mr. Stoltenberg said NATO 
wanted cooperation with Russia, but that if 
ties between the alliance and Moscow are to 
improve, “Russia must want it” as well. 
“NATO does not seek confrontation with 
Russia. NATO aspires for a more construc-
tive and cooperative relationship with 
Russia,” he said. (RFE/RL, with reporting by 
Reuters and Deutsche Presse-Agentur)

OSCE states call for immediate ceasefire

BELGRADE – The OSCE Chairperson-in-
Office and Serbia’s Foreign Minister Ivica 
Dačić on January 20 welcomed a declara-
tion adopted by representatives of the 57 
participating states of the Organization for 
Security and Cooperation in Europe (OSCE) 
at a special meeting of the Permanent 
Council in Vienna, calling for an immediate 
ceasefire in Ukraine and the full implemen-
tation of the Minsk agreements. He wel-
comed the Permanent Council’s prompt 
response to the rapidly deteriorating situa-
tion on the ground. “The declaration con-
firms the firm conviction of all the OSCE’s 
57 participating states that the cycle of vio-
lence and hostilities in eastern Ukraine 
cannot be settled on the battleground but 
only at the negotiating table,” said Mr. 
Dačić. In the declaration OSCE states 
expressed their “serious concern over the 
military escalation in recent days in eastern 
Ukraine” and called “for an immediate 
ceasefire by all sides and the full imple-
mentation of the Minsk Protocol of 
September 5, 2014, and Memorandum of 
19 September 19, 2014.” Participating 
states also expressed their “full support” to 
the Special Representative of the OSCE 
Chairperson-in-Office, Ambassador Heidi 
Tagliavini, and called upon “all signatories 
of the Minsk Protocol and Memorandum to 
meet as soon as possible in order to 
achieve practical progress on the full 
implementation of the Minsk agreements.” 

(Continued on page 15)
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The declaration also emphasized ”that all 
sides should fully respect and ensure the 
safety and security of the OSCE Special 
Monitoring Mission to Ukraine (SMM) 
monitors on the ground, and fully cooper-
ate with the Mission.” (OSCE)

Kyiv reports attack by Russian troops 

KYIV – Military spokesman Andriy 
Lysenko said Ukrainian soldiers on January 
20 came under attack from Russian regular 
forces in the north of the conflict zone in 
eastern Ukraine. “In violation of all prior 
agreements, Ukrainian military units were 
attacked in the north [of the war zone] by 
regular units of the Russian armed forces,” 
he said. The accusation came hours after 
Moscow denied claims by Kyiv of about 700 
new Russian soldiers crossing over into 
eastern Ukraine amid intensified fighting 
between Ukrainian forces and pro-Russian 
rebels. Mr. Lysenko said the attack hap-
pened in the Luhansk Oblast, which the the 
Russian forces had allegedly entered the 
day before. Ukraine’s Foreign Affairs 
Minister Pavlo Klimkin said on January 20 
that pro-Russian separatists had seized 
more than 500 square kilometers of terri-
tory from Ukrainian forces since a ceasefire 
agreement was signed in Minsk in 
September. He said at a news conference in 
Kyiv that the rebels, backed by Russian 
arms and soldiers, had taken “advantage of 
the fact that our forces complied with the 
ceasefire.” Mr. Klimkin said Ukraine would 
demand that rebels return to the Minsk 
“separation line” at future meetings of a so-
called “contact group” that includes sepa-
ratist leaders from Donetsk and Luhansk. 
Russia, for its part, on January 20 denied 
new accusations by Kyiv that Moscow sent 
troops into eastern Ukraine. A Defense 
Ministry spokesman said that Kyiv’s claim 
that some 700 Russian troops had crossed 
into eastern Ukraine was “absolute non-
sense.” (RFE/RL, with reporting by Reuters 
and Agence France-Presse)

State Department notes Ukraine events

WASHINGTON – In the daily press brief-
ing at the U.S. State Department on January 
16, Jeff Rathke, director of the press office, 
brought up Ukraine as the first topic of the 
day. He said: “It is one year to the day since 
Ukraine’s former government passed the 
so-called Black Thursday laws, draconian 
laws that denied the right to peaceful pro-
test and freedom of speech. Ukraine has 
come an enormous distance since then to 
meet its people’s aspirations. And the cur-
rent government remains committed to 
advancing important reforms, despite ongo-
ing violence in eastern Ukraine. These steps 
include last year’s free and fair presidential 
and parliamentary elections, the signing of 
an association agreement with the 
European Union, and a focus on anti-cor-
ruption efforts, including this week’s move 
by Ukraine’s parliament to increase the 
independence of the judiciary. These are 
critically important steps to help the coun-
try move forward, and we congratulate the 
people of Ukraine on how far they have 
come in such a short time, especially on this 
significant anniversary. And we continue to 
stand with them as they press forward on 
critical reforms. (U.S. Department of State)

Congressional Ukrainian Caucus on Savchenko

WASHINGTON – Co-chairs of the 
Congressional Ukrainian Caucus, Reps. 
Sander Levin (D-Mich.), Marcy Kaptur 
(D-Ohio) and Mike Fitzpatrick (R-Pa.), on 
January 16 released a statement regarding 
the detention of Ukrainian pilot and 
Member of Parliament Nadiya Savchenko. 
“We continue to call on Russian authorities 
to immediately release Nadiya Savchenko 

from custody. We are gravely concerned by 
reports of her ill health since the com-
mencement of a hunger strike on 
December 14, 2014, now into its fifth week. 
We are equally troubled by Ms. Savchenko’s 
lack of access to her counsel and adequate 
medical attention. We demand that Russia 
abide by its international obligations and 
the rule of law, and we join the United 
States Department of State in calling for 
Nadia Savchenko’s immediate release.” 
(Office of Rep. Sander Levin)

Biden speaks with Yatsenyuk

WASHINGTON – Vice-President Joe 
Biden spoke on January 13 with Ukrainian 
Prime Minister Arseniy Yatsenyuk regard-
ing the situation in eastern Ukraine, addi-
tional U.S. financial assistance for Ukraine 
and efforts to promote the Minsk peace 
process. The vice-president expressed his 
condolences for the civilians killed in the 
bombing of a passenger bus that day in 
Donetsk Oblast, and expressed his regret at 
the increasing number of ceasefire viola-
tions by Russia’s proxies. According to a 
readout of the call, “The vice-president and 
prime minister also discussed progress in 
assembling a broad package of internation-
al financing that will support Ukraine as it 
takes steps to restore economic stability 
and unleash its economic potential. …the 
two leaders discussed the recent meeting 
of Ukrainian, Russian, French and German 
Foreign Ministers in Berlin, and agreed on 
the importance of having Russia abide by 
the commitments it made in the Minsk 
agreements, …the return of hostages, and 
the withdrawal of arms and foreign fighters 
from Ukraine.” (White House)

Soros offers policy to rescue Ukraine

NEW YORK – International financier and 
philanthropist George Soros, in an article in 
The New York Review of Books, is calling for 
a substantial new financial assistance pack-
age for Ukraine. Mr. Soros, chairman of 
Soros Fund Management LLC and the Open 
Society Foundations, argues: “By enabling 
Ukraine to defend itself, Europe would be 
indirectly also defending itself. Moreover, an 
injection of financial assistance to Ukraine 
would help stabilize its economy and indi-
rectly also provide a much-needed stimulus 
to the European economy by encouraging 
exports and investment in Ukraine. 
Hopefully Russia’s troubles and Ukraine’s 
progress would persuade President 
Vladimir Putin to give up as a lost cause his 
attempts to destabilize Ukraine.” The full 
article, headlined “A New Policy to Rescue 
Ukraine,” is dated January 7, but appears in 
the February 5 issue. The full text is avail-
able at http://www.nybooks.com/articles/
archives/2015/feb/05/new-policy-rescue-
ukraine/?insrc=hpss. (Ukrainian Canadian 
Congress, The New York Review of Books)

Poroshenko meets with Soros

KYIV – President Petro Poroshenko on 
January 13 held a meeting with the founder 
of the Open Society Foundations, interna-
tional philanthropist George Soros. Mr. 
Poroshenko has expressed gratitude to Mr. 
Soros for his support of Ukraine, particular-
ly for urging international society to 
increase the level of support to Ukraine. 
The two men discussed international 
instruments and opportunities for increas-
ing economic assistance to Ukraine. In this 
context, Mr. Soros underlined the substan-
tial role of the European Union and the 
importance of finding additional instru-
ments for the EU to help Ukraine. At the 
same time, he emphasized that Ukraine 
must demonstrate a commitment to the 
plan of reforms. “You have to show that the 
new Ukraine is different from the old one,” 
he said. Mr. Soros noted that the implemen-
tation of reforms requires financial assis-
tance. “Ukraine is struggling to protect not 

only itself, but also Europe. Thus, Europe 
should help Ukraine implement reforms 
necessary for the country,” he added. Mr. 
Soros praised the first legislative steps in 
the sphere of deregulation and judicial 
re fo r m .  Ac c o rd i n g  to  P re s i d e n t 
Poroshenko, the establishment of the 
National Anti-Corruption Bureau of 
Ukraine and the transparent appointment 
of its director are measures that will dem-
onstrate the readiness of Ukraine to over-
come corruption. Messrs. Soros and 
Poroshenko agreed that the National 
Council on Reforms was a proper platform 
for the discussion of legislative initiatives 
and instruments for the introduction of 
reforms; it will involve the president, the 
Cabinet of Ministers and the public in the 
process of state reformation and consolida-
tion of Ukrainian society. The two men 
agreed to continue their dialogue at World 
Economic Forum to take place at the end of 
January in Davos. (Press office of the 
President of Ukraine)

OSCE to double size of mission 

HAMBURG – The Organization for 
Security and Cooperation in Europe (OSCE) 
plans to double the number of monitors it 
has in Ukraine by the end of this month. 
OSCE spokesman Michael Bociurkiw made 
the announcement on January 4 in an inter-
view with the Hamburg-based dpa news 
agency. The monitoring mission will be 
increased from 250 monitors to 500 
because the security situation in eastern 
Ukraine has improved, Mr. Bociurkiw said. 
He added, however, that there continue to 
be violations of the fragile ceasefire on a 
daily basis. He said the withdrawal of heavy 
equipment that was agreed by all parties in 
Minsk in September has not been imple-
mented. Ukrainian military officials and 
spokespeople for the pro-Russian separat-
ists in eastern Ukraine on January 4 
accused one another of violating the cease-

fire. The separatists said their positions 
were shelled 16 times by Ukrainian forces 
“using tanks and heavy artillery.” The 
Ukrainian military said its forces had been 
shelled 10 times overnight. Three 
Ukrainian troops were reported killed. 
More than 1,300 of the deaths have come 
after the ceasefire deal, and efforts to build 
on the agreement have made little progress 
despite a decrease in fighting in recent 
weeks. (RFE/RL, based on reporting by 
Deutsche Presse-Agentur)

U.S. and Ukrainian ships in naval exercise

KYIV – The destroyer USS Donald Cook 
and the Ukrainian navy flagship Hetman 
Sahaidachny took part in an at-sea naval 
exercise in the Black Sea on January 11, the 
U.S. Embassy in Ukraine reported. The 
exercise “consisted of a series of at-sea sce-
narios designed to enhance maritime capa-
bilities [...]Donald Cook’s participation in 
this exercise highlights the strong relation-
ship between the U.S. and Ukrainian navies, 
while its presence in the Black Sea demon-
strates the United States’ commitment to 
working closely with its partners to 
enhance maritime security and stability in 
the region.” (Ukrainian Canadian Congress)

11th ‘humanitarian’ convoy reported

KYIV – The National Security and 
Defense Council on January 8 reported that 
another so-called “humanitarian convoy” 
illegally entered Ukrainian territory from 
Russia that morning. A total of 124 trucks 
were in the convoy. The NSDC said that 
Ukrainian border guards were able only to 
“visually observe” the crossing of the con-
voy and could not carry out controlling 
functions.  Representatives of the 
International Red Cross did not oversee the 
convoy movement. During 2014, 10 such 
“humanitarian convoys” entered Ukraine 
from Russia. (Ukrainian Canadian Congress, 
National Security and Defense Council) 

(Continued from page 14)
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         св. п.
Анна Сенишин-Струк

вдова по св.п. Осипові Струкові, народжена
в Монтевідео, Уруґвай, 22 грудня 1935 р.

Похоронні відправи відбулися 27 грудня
в Українській церкві свв. Петра і Павла
у Фінніксвіль, Па., а опісля на цвинтарі.

У глибокому смутку залишилися:
діти  - Ірина
  - Ярослава з Патріцією і
        маленькою Софією
брат  - Петро з дружиною Ромою,
        в Монтевідео
племінниці - Христина з синком Данилом
  - Марта з чоловіком Михайлом
         і донькою Наталією
ближча і дальша родина в Україні і Німеччині,
приятелі і знайомі української громади
у Фінніксвіль, в Монтевідео, і в Ню-Джерзі.

За присутність на похоронних відправах та
вислови співчуття щиро дякуємо.

Вічна Їй пам’ять !

Ділимося сумною вісткою з
родиною, приятелями та знайомими,
що 19 грудня 2014 р., на 78 році
життя, відійшла від нас у вічність
Мама, Бабуся, Сестра і Тітка,
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by Peter T. Woloschuk

BOSTON – The Friends of the Ukrainian Catholic 
University (UCU) Boston Branch began the new year with a 
planning meeting on January 4 to formulate goals and to 
develop a series of fund-raising events in support of its cur-
rent project to raise $100,000 to endow a lectureship in 
UCU’s Business School’s new Good Governance Program. 

They also turned over a check for $3,000 that had been 
given by a parishioner of Christ the King Ukrainian Catholic 
Church for the program to Alex Kuzma, chief development 
officer of the Ukrainian Catholic Educational Foundation, 
who had come to Boston to attend the meeting, participate 
in the planning and give an overview of the international 
fund-raising accomplishments for UCU in 2014.

The group has been very active in its support of the 
Ukrainian Catholic University in Lviv and raised more than 
$75,000 for a room in the new administration building, 
which was officially dedicated as the Boston Seminar Room 
last year.

The Good Governance Program was developed in 
response to last winter’s Revolution of Dignity with its 
demand to an end to systemic corruption in all levels of gov-
ernment and its calls for the introduction of transparency. 
Its statement of purpose says: “A new country needs leaders 
of quality. As a result a program with an innovative approach 
to government administration ‘good governance’ was care-
fully crafted to prepare a new type of manager, one who 
understands and knows how to introduce needed changes 
during crisis conditions while practicing ethical principles 
and values with the ultimate goal of the good of society.”

One of the main strategic goals of the program is the for-
mation of a community of graduates with the appropriate 
knowledge and worldview throughout the country who 
can support each other and make changes in society that 
are really noticeable and effective.

Commenting on the program Sophia Opatska, dean of 
UCU’s Lviv Business School, said, “Good governance as an 
attitude and practice is extremely important for reform 
and positive change in Ukraine. The Revolution of Dignity 

reawakened impulses in Ukrainian society toward partici-
patory democracy, respect for human dignity, as well as 
personal responsibility for the future of the society and the 
country. That is why the university has developed this pro-
gram for public servants: to help them understand their 
role and mission; to develop their skills and professional-
ism; and to build a nationwide network of moral, ethical 
government administrators working for the good of the 
people of Ukraine.”

Among the fund-raising events that Friends of UCU-
Boston has planned for 2015 are a lecture by the Rev. Yuri 

Avakumov, professor of theology at Notre Dame University 
and noted specialist in studies of Metropolitan Andrey 
Sheptytsky; a “Pops” style concert on the grounds of Christ 
the King Ukrainian Catholic Parish; and a tour to Ukraine 
visiting Lviv and UCU, as well as Chernivtsi and both the 
Ukrainian and Romanian portions of Bukovyna. 

Donations for the “Good Governance” lectureship can be 
forwarded to Friends of UCU, c/o Christ the King Ukrainian 
Catholic Church Rectory, 146 Forest Hills St., Jamaica Plain, 
MA 02130. The notation “Good Governance” should be 
made in the memo portion of the check. 

Friends of UCU-Boston Branch present the Ukrainian Catholic Education Foundation’s chief fund-raiser, Alex 
Kuzma, with a $3,000 check.

Jaryna Bodrock

Boston Friends of UCU support Good Governance Program
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ANN ARBOR, Mich. – Branch 50 of the Ukrainian 
National Women’s League of America (UNWLA) has 
released a 2015 calendar titled “Euromaidan – Ukraine’s 
Revolution of Dignity” that features colorful photography 
by bloggers, journalists and freelance photographers from 
around the world who chronicled the events. 

Jessica Zychowicz, Ph.D. candidate in the University of 
Michigan Department of Slavic Languages and Literatures, 
writes in the preface: “The revolution will be remembered for 
how it began, with hope. The people of Ukraine are known for 
resilience. Observers around the globe have expressed admi-
ration for their tireless striving for better life opportunities 
and social change. The thousands and thousands of seeming-
ly insignificant acts of selfless courage on the part of the taxi 
drivers, volunteer medics, independent media journalists, 
self-defense units, and others who fought for their rights 

have resulted in a more a collaborative, open society.”
“Because of the dignified motivation and optimism of 

those who first gathered on the Maidan, the world will 
know the difference between revolution and war. More 
importantly, generations to come will know that the most 
lasting revolution is the one that stands for a return to 
peace,” writes Ms. Zychowicz. 

The calendar includes major holidays from the Julian 
and contemporary calendars, as well as lunar cycles. The 
Ukrainian National Women’s League of America is a non-
profit organization. All proceeds will be used to advance 
Ukrainian studies at the University of Michigan. To pur-
chase the calendar, contact Ruth Shamraj, rshamraj@com-
cast.net. The price is $10 plus $2 shipping (for orders of 
multiple copies, shipping is $2 for the first copy and $1 
each for additional copies).

CHICAGO – Unrest and conflict in Ukraine have 
resulted in severe traumatic injuries, presenting an 
urgent challenge to the best medical staffs. The 
UMANA Foundation – a 501(c)(3) tax-exempt non-
profit organization that is the scientific and education-
al arm of the Ukrainian Medical Association of North 
America – has announced that proceeds from the 
UMANA Illinois debutante ball (February 14 in 
Chicago) will support the purchase of hi-tech trauma 
simulator manikins. 

Recently, the U.S. affiliate of the World Federation of 
Ukrainian Medical Associations (WFUMA) facilitated 
the training of 40 physicians from Ukraine in various 
advanced life-support techniques. These physicians 
have returned, and will teach Advanced Trauma Life 
Support as instructors in Ukraine. 

Hands-on manikins optimize this learning process. 
Trauma simulator manikins allow physicians to per-
form procedures, manage complications and decide 
the best course of action in a given situation. The 
UMANIKIN Project will allow the UMANA Foundation 
to fund these educational tools that will be used by 
many healthcare professionals in the future. 

Donations can be made online at http://razoo.com/
story/Umana-Foundation-Umanikins-Project.  The 
fund-raising goal for the project is $20,000.

UMANA Foundation 
announces support 

for trauma manikins project

2015 calendar dedicated to Revolution of Dignity

A graphic promoting the UMANIKINS project.

NEW YORK – The Ukrainian Museum 
and Yara Arts Group on January 24 will 
open “Yara at 25: Looking Back/Moving 
Forward,” a museum exhibition that is both 
a retrospective of Yara’s theatrical work 
and a look into the future.  

The exhibition includes costumes, 
instruments, photographs, props and vid-
eos from Yara’s productions at La MaMa 
Experimental Theater in New York, and 
from performances and research expedi-
tions in Ukraine, the Buryat Republic in 
Siberia, Kyrgyzstan, China and Japan. The 
exhibition opens on Saturday, January 24, 
at 7 p.m. at The Ukrainian Museum, 222 E. 
Sixth Street in New York City.  It continues 
through March 1.

Yara was born on February 25, 1990, 
when a group of New York artists creating 
an original Theater piece about Les Kurbas 
– an experimental and influential theater 
director in 1920s Kyiv – decided to cele-
brate his birthday. The show “A Light from 

the East” incorporated the diaries of 
Kurbas with poetry and the dreams of the 
young Yara artists. It was developed at La 
MaMa Experimental Theater and pre-
miered in November 1990. The piece was 
created anew in Ukraine as “In the Light,” 
and opened in 1991 at the Franko National 
Theater in Kyiv the very week that the 
Soviet Union collapsed. Ellen Stewart, leg-
endary La MaMa founder, joined the group 
in Kyiv and Yara became a resident compa-
ny of La MaMa.

Since then, Yara has presented a wide 
range of theatrical works, musical and liter-
ary events, workshops, art and photogra-
phy exhibits and lectures, and has pub-
lished six books.

Yara Arts Group has been directed for 25 
years by Virlana Tkacz, who was named 
Honored Artist of Ukraine in 2007, one of 
the few American-born artists to receive 
this distinction.  Under her direction Yara 
has staged over 30 original theater produc-

tions at La MaMa Experimental Theater, 
Harvard Summer School and throughout 
Ukraine, Siberia and Asia, in addition to 
regularly holding festivals and events at the 
Ukrainian Institute and The Ukrainian 
Museum in New York. 

A special concert, “Yara at 25,” will take 
place on Friday, January 30, at 7 p.m. at The 
Ukrainian Museum. The evening will fea-

ture Yara actors performing poetry from 
the shows in their signature style, inter-
weaving the original text with its transla-
tion, the two languages entering into dia-
logue with each other.  Julian Kytasty, well-
known bandurist and music director of 
many Yara productions, will perform works 
from Yara’s shows with other musicians. 
Wanda Phipps, poet and Yara’s dramaturg, 
will read her own works.

On Saturday, January 31, La MaMa’s 
“Coffeehouse Chronicles” will feature Yara 
Arts Group at an event that is part artist 
portrait, part history lesson. This is part of 
the series exploring the history of La MaMa 
from “Coffeehouse Theater” of the 1960’s 
to today. The event will include a panel dis-
cussion led by Svitlana Matviyenko with 
Ms. Tkacz, Wanda Phipps and Watoku 
Ueno, as well as live performances from 
Yara’s past shows, archival material and 
video. This free event is curated by Michal 
Gamily at La MaMa, 74A E. Fourth St., at 3-5 
p.m.  (see lamama.org.)

“Yara at 25: Looking Back/Moving 
Forward” was made possible with public 
funds from New York State Council on the 
Arts, New York City Department of Cultural 
Affairs, Material for the Arts, as well as by 
Self-Reliance (NY) Federal Credit Union, the 
Coca-Cola Co. and the friends of Yara Arts 
Group.

Tickets for “Yara at 25” are available for 
each event at the door. The exhibition itself 
is free with museum admission. For further 
information call The Ukrainian Museum, 
212-228-0110, or Yara, 212-475-6474. For 
a current schedule, visit the website at 
www.brama.com/yara.

Yara Arts Group to celebrate 25 years with special events

Larysa Rusnak in “Underground Dreams” 
created by Yara Arts Group with Serhiy 

Zhadan in Ukraine, September 2014. 

Volodymyr Klyuzko



19THE UKRAINIAN WEEKLY      SUNDAY, JANUARY 25, 2015No. 4

Through Photo exhibit, “Viktor Gurniak: The Road From Maidan, 
January 31 Exhibit of Original Photos from Euro-Maidan to ATO,”
Chicago Ukrainian National Museum, 312-421-8020

January 26 Seminar with Oleksandr Zaytsev, “Ukrainian Integral 
Cambridge, MA Nationalism and the Greek-Catholic Church in the
 1920s-1930s,” Harvard University, 617-495-3549

January 27 Lecture by Tetiana Hoshko, “Urban History Studies in 
Cambridge, MA Ukraine Today in the Context of Globalization,” Harvard
 University, 617-495-3549

January 28 10th anniversary of the Ukrainian Film Club at Columbia
New York University, “Brothers in Arms: Stories from the Frontlines
 of the Russia-Ukrainian War,” with presentation by
 Kostiantyn Mohylnyk and Yaroslav Ovsiienko, Columbia
 University, 212-854-6525 or www.columbia.edu/cu/ufc

January 30 Concert, “Yara at 25,” featuring Yara Arts Group 
New York performers and bandurist Julian Kytasty, The Ukrainian
 Museum, 212-228-0110 or www.ukrainiamuseum.org

January 30 Pub Night, featuring music by Svitanok, Ukrainian League
Philadelphia of Philadelphia, www.ukrainianleague.com or 215-684-3548

January 30- Photo exhibit featuring work by Lukia Costello, “As I
March 28 Wake, I Cry: Revisiting Ukraine,” CEPA Gallery,
Buffalo, NY www.cepagallery.orgor 716-880-9324

January 31 Presentation of debutantes, Ukrainian Engineers’ Society
Philadelphia of America, Hyatt Regency Hotel at Penn’s Landing,
 610-277-12814 or hewka@verizon.net 

January 31 New Britain Malanka, to benefit Zolotyj Promin Ukrainian
New Britain, CT dance group, featuring music by Hrim and Klooch, St. 
 George Greek Orthodox Church hall, 860-452-4023

January 31 Ottawa Malanka, “Midnight in Kyiv,” with music by 
Ottawa Zirka, Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary Ukrainian
 Orthodox Cathedral hall, 613-277-4664 or
 mj.reshitnyk@gmail.com (reserve by January 27)

January 31 Malanka celebration, featuring music by Tyt I Tam,
Grand Prairie, AB Troyanda Society of Ukrainian Culture and Heritage,
 Bowes Crystal Garden, 780-538-0387 or
 www.crystalcentertickets.com/online

February 7 Chervona Kalyna Debutante Ball, with music by Fata
Pearl River, NY Morgana and Svitanok, Plast Ukrainian Scouting
 Organization, Hilton Pearl River Hotel, www.kalynadeb.org

February 7 Chervona Kalyna Debutante Ball and Winter Zabava, with
Rochester, NY music by Zvook, Ukrainian Cultural Center of Rochester,
 Radisson Riverside Hotel, 585-662-3751 or 585-507-1395

February 7 Hike to “Ukraina” site of farm and burial place of 
Hayward, CA Ukrainian patriot and exiled Orthodox priest, the Rev.
 Agapius Honsharenko, Garin Regional Park (East Bay
 Regional Park District, Carden Lane Entrance), Nova
 Ukraine, https://facebook.com/events/159429830656589

February 14 Presentation of debutantes, Ukrainian American Youth 
Parsippany, NJ Association, Sheraton Parsippany Hotel, 
 www.cym.org/us/2015-deb-tickets or
 debballcommittee@cym.org

February 14 Presentation of debutantes, Ukrainian Medical 
Chicago Association of North America, Palmer House Hilton,
 773-486-7929 or umanadeb@aol.com 

February 14 Malanka benefit dance, Sheraton Four Points,
Norwood, MA bostonmalanka2015@gmail.com or 508-245-1890

February 22 Winterfest, Bobriwka Campground, 
Colebrook, CT 860-637-0392 or tcorvo@cwpm.net

Entries in “Out and About” are listed free of charge. Priority is given to events 
advertised in The Ukrainian Weekly. However, we also welcome submissions 
from all our readers. Items will be published at the discretion of the editors 
and as space allows. Please send e-mail to mdubas@ukrweekly.com.
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PREVIEW 
OF EVENTS

Friday, January 30

NEW YORK: Join us at 7 p.m. for a special 
concert in conjunction with the exhibition 
“Yara at 25.” Yara actors will perform 
poetry from the shows in their signature 
style, interweaving the original text with 
its translation, the two languages entering 
into dialogue with each other. Julian 
Kytasty, musical director of NYBandura, 
will perform works from Yara’s shows 
with other musicians. Wanda Phipps, poet 
and Yara’s dramaturg, will read her own 
works. Admission (includes reception and 
gallery access) is $15; $10 for members 
and seniors; $5 for students. Tickets will 
be available at the door. The Ukrainian 
Museum is located at 222 E. Sixth St. 
between Second and Third avenues; tele-
phone, 212-228-0110; website, www.
ukrainianmuseum.org.

PREVIEW OF EVENTS 
GUIDELINES

Preview of Events is a listing of communi-
ty events open to the public. It is a service 
provided at minimal cost ($20 per listing) 
by The Ukrainian Weekly to the Ukrainian 
community. 
To have an event listed in Preview of 
Events please send information, in 
English, written in Preview format, i.e., in a 
brief paragraph that includes the date, 
place, type of event, sponsor, admission, 
full names of persons and/or organiza-
tions involved, and a phone number and/
or e-mail address to be published for read-
ers who may require additional informa-
tion. Items must be no more than 100 
words long. 
Preview items must be received no later 
than one week before the desired date 
of publication (i.e., they must be received 
by 9 am Monday morning). Please include 
payment for each time the item is to 
appear and indicate date(s) of issue(s) in 
which the item is to be published. Also, 
senders are asked to include the phone 
number of a person who may be contact-
ed by The Weekly during daytime hours, 
as well as their complete mailing address. 
Information should be sent to preview@
ukrweekly.com. When e-mailing, please 
do not send items as attachments – simply 
type the text into the body of the e-mail 
message. Preview items and payments 
may be mailed to: Preview of Events, The 
Ukrainian Weekly, 2200 Route 10, P.O. Box 
280, Parsippany, NJ 07054.

The Ukrainian
Weekly

Subscribe to

For an additional 
$5 get an online 
subscription as well

Published by the Ukrainian 
National Association

Please contact Subscription Dept. 
Tel.: 973-292-9800 ext. 3040

$90 per year 
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members


