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OTTAWA – From sanctions to military 
and financial support, Canada’s position 
regarding Ukrainian sovereignty amid 
Russian aggression is best summarized in a 
post on the Department of Foreign Affairs, 
Trade and Development Twitter account: 
“Canada will never recognize the illegal 
annexation of Crimea #CrimeaIsUkraine.”

And one of Ukraine’s staunchest 
Canadian defenders is Jason Kenney, 
Canada’s 47-year-old minister of national 
defense and minister for multiculturalism, 
who makes his fourth trip to Ukraine in 
June to greet about 200 Canadian Armed 
Forces personnel who will provide training 
for combat, improvised explosive device 
detection and detonation, first aid and 
medical and flight safety as well as for 
Ukrainian military police.

Mr. Kenney, who has also held the 
Employment and Social Development, and 
Citizenship and Immigration cabinet portfo-
lios in Canada’s Conservative government, is 
considered a potential successor to Prime 

Minister Stephen Harper, whom he previ-
ously served as parliamentary secretary.

Canadian correspondent Christopher 
Guly recently spoke to Mr. Kenney. 
Following is his transcript of the interview.

When were you last in Ukraine? What 
did you observe?

March of 2013. This was before Euro-
Maidan. 

What I saw and heard was a great deal of 
frustration with the [Viktor] Yanukovych 
administration. I felt it myself in meeting 
with his ministers and senior officials. I felt 
like I had gone back in a time machine to 
the Soviet period. They could never seem to 
give a direct answer to any question. I was 
asking for the simplest things. 

I was there partly asking Ukraine to par-
ticipate in the International Holocaust 
Remembrance Alliance to help do impor-
tant work on the graves of hundreds of 
thousands of Ukrainian Jews – and I 
couldn’t even get them to say yes to that. 
One just felt a sense of a government that 
was corrupt to the core and indifferent to 
what the international community thought.

Had you been to Ukraine when it was 
under Soviet rule?

No, my first trip was in November of 
2008 and I had just become minister of 

Canadian defense minister: Door is open to Ukraine to join NATO

(Continued on page 13)

by Zenon Zawada

KYIV – In an unexpected move, Ukrainian 
President Petro Poroshenko appointed for-
mer Georgian President Mikheil Saakashvili 
as head of the Odesa Oblast State 
Administration to lead the president’s initia-
tives in the region, as well as oversee the 
spending of funds earmarked by the central 
Kyiv budget.

Though he was placed under arrest in 
his native Georgia, Mr. Saakashvili is among 
the most popular post-Soviet politicians in 
Ukraine and the West after leading reforms 
that turned Georgia into a competitive 
economy. He has a long history in Ukraine, 
having studied alongside Mr. Poroshenko in 
Kyiv and learned the Ukrainian language. 

A key supporter of the maidans in Kyiv, Mr. 
Saakashvili spent recent months criticizing 
the Ukrainian government for failing to 
quickly carry out needed reforms. In appoint-
ing Mr. Saakashvili, Mr. Poroshenko is forcing 
him to either show what he can do or back 
down from the criticism, observers said.

“Saakashvili simply couldn’t be an out-
side observer of Ukraine’s reforms process, 
or just a top advisor at that. It’s not in his 
active nature,” said Volodymyr Fesenko, the 
director of the Penta Center for Applied 
Political Research in Kyiv. “His hyper-ener-
getic nature requires applying himself to a 
concrete matter. He doesn’t even know how 
long he will have to wait until he returns to 
Georgia. Yet he can return from Ukraine 

with success at that, as he’s likely hoping.”
Mr. Saaskashvili will have his work cut 

out for him as Odesa is among the main 
sources of corruption in the Ukrainian 
economy, being the nation’s biggest port 
and having a reputation for contraband for 
decades, dating back to the Soviet era. 
Odesa is also the nation’s third-largest city, 
behind Kyiv and Kharkiv.

In presenting Mr. Saakashvili, the presi-

dent referred to him as an “independent, 
decisive person” and assigned him the pri-
orities of deoligarchization, fighting corrup-
tion, ensuring transparency in the state cus-
toms and tax-collecting services, and 
defending the rights of citizens. 

In turn, Mr. Saakashvili said he’d make 
reducing contraband a priority and ensure 

Poroshenko appoints Saakashvili to lead Odesa

(Continued on page 8)

Ukrainian President Petro Poroshenko presents former Georgian President Mikheil 
Saakashvili as the new head of the Odesa Oblast State Administration to local resi-

dents on May 30.
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Out with a whimper:
Novorossiya, 2014-2015

by Daisy Sindelar

RFE/RL

Novorossiya has a flag, an anthem 
and a news service. But it may no lon-
ger have a future, if it ever did.

The project – to combine breakaway 
regions of Ukraine into an indepen-
dent, pro-Russian state known as New 
Russia, or Novorossiya – appeared to 
breathe its last this week with an 
announcement by a top separatist offi-
cial.

Oleg Tsarev, speaker of what sepa-
ratists call the “joint parliament” of the 
self-declared Donetsk and Luhansk 
“people’s republics,” announced on 
May 20 that the activity of all 
Novorossiya structures had been “fro-
zen” in apparent compliance with the 
Minsk peace accord aimed at ending 
hostilities in eastern Ukraine.

“We’re doing this because we don’t 
want to be blamed for the breakdown 
of the Minsk agreement,” Mr. Tsarev 
told the Russian News Service. “The 
document stipulates that the Donetsk 
and Luhansk republics will be an 
autonomous part of Ukraine. But there 
was nothing said about Novorossiya.”

Mr. Tsarev’s words appear to close 
the curtain on a yearlong existentialist 
threat that, as originally conceived, 
would have ended with an enormous 
territorial patchwork – stretching from 
Kharkiv to Odesa – breaking free of 
Ukrainian rule.

The Novorossiya project, inaugurated 
on May 24, 2014, in Donetsk – with rep-
resentatives from the Dnipropetrovsk, 
Zaporizhia, Odesa, Luhansk, Mykolayiv, 
Kharkiv and Kherson regions – delight-
ed the Kremlin with its evocation of the 
Russian Empire’s reach.

It dovetailed with Moscow’s increas-
ingly assertive articulation of its vision 
of a “Greater Russia” that began with 
the already-annexed Crimean Peninsula 
and would eventually expand to include 
the South Caucasus, Central Asia and 
Moldova’s breakaway Transdniester 
(also known as Transnistria).

The word “Novorossiya” had already 
crept into the Russian media around 
the time of the takeover of Crimea, and 
President Vladimir Putin began using it 
in public statements.

Nominally, he was referring to the 
separatist-held section of eastern 
Ukraine, but the implicit threat was 

(Continued on page 5)

Jason Kenney, Canada’s minister of 
national defense and minister for multi-

culturalism.
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Zakharchenko pledges to retake towns

DONETSK – A self-proclaimed leader of 
the pro-Russian separatists in eastern 
Ukraine has pledged to take control of cit-
ies controlled by Ukraine’s government. 
Aleksandr Zakharchenko said on May 29 in 
the rebel-controlled Ukrainian city of 
Donetsk that separatist forces will regain 
control over Sloviansk, Kostiantynivka and 
Krasnoarmiysk, which were briefly held by 
the rebels last year. He said “as soon as we 
realize” that retaking the towns by political 
means is not possible, “a decision will be 
made to liberate these territories.” Mr. 
Zakharchenko, who calls himself the head 
of state and prime minister of the self-
styled Donetsk People’s Republic, has pre-
viously pledged that rebel military forces 
would retake areas in Ukraine’s Donetsk 
region not currently held by the separat-
ists. (RFE/RL, based on reporting by 
Interfax and TASS)

Russia massing troops, heavy weapons 

KHUTOR CHKALOVA, Russia – The 
Russian Army has brought large numbers of 
troops and hundreds of pieces of military 
hardware to an area near the Ukrainian bor-
der, a Reuters correspondent reported on 
May 27 from Khutor Chkalova, Russia. The 
reporter said the heavy weapons included 
mobile rocket launchers, tanks and artillery 
that were brought from May 23-26 to the 
Kuminsky firing range, about 50 kilometers 
from part of Ukraine’s Luhansk region that is 
controlled by pro-Russian separatists. The 
Russian Defense Ministry said it had no 
immediate comment about the reported mil-
itary build-up. Kremlin spokesman Dmitry 
Peskov told Reuters during a conference call 
with reporters on May 27 that it was “inap-
propriate” to ask if the unmarked weaponry 
and troops in Russia near the Ukrainian bor-
der indicated an invasion was being pre-
pared. NATO military commander General 
Philip Breedlove said earlier this month that 
he believes the rebels are preparing for a 
new offensive in eastern Ukraine. (RFE/RL, 
based on reporting by Reuters)

OSCE spots armed men in Russian uniforms

DONETSK –  Observers  of  the 
Organization for Security and Cooperation 
in Europe (OSCE) have spotted near 

Donetsk a group of armed men wearing 
uniforms marked with the insignia of 
Russian army units, as well as military 
equipment with Russian license plates, the 
head of the OSCE’s Special Monitoring 
Mission in Ukraine (SMM) Michael 
Bociurkiw said on Ukrainian radio station 
Radio Vesti on June 3. “I want to note an 
important point, that last week, on May 
28-29, in the area of Donetsk our observers 
came across three armed men in camou-
flage uniforms with the stripes of Russian 
army units,” he said. In addition, Mr. 
Bociurkiw said the observers also spotted 
military equipment with license plates 
from the Russian Federation. As UNIAN 
reported earlier, Assistant Secretary-
General for Human Rights Ivan Šimonović 
said that the United Nations had recorded 
more signs of Russian involvement in the 
Donbas war. (UNIAN)

Fighting reported west of Donetsk 

KYIV – Ukraine’s military says separat-
ists have launched an offensive using tanks, 
mortars, and artillery toward government 
positions west of the rebel stronghold of 
Donetsk. Army spokesman Andriy Lysenko 
said on June 3 that the rebels launched “a 
massive bombardment on our positions 
near Maryinka and Krasnohorivka includ-
ing from heavy weapons.” Ukrainian forces 
are “holding off all the attacks,” he added. 
Maryinka is located 15 kilometers west of 
Donetsk. Senior “separatist” commander 
Eduard Basurin was quoted as saying clash-
es were still going on in that area as of 1.45 
p.m. local time, and accused government 
troops of firing artillery at rebel forces. 
Meanwhile, rebel officials said shooting cut 
off electricity at the Skochinsky mine in the 
Donetsk region, trapping more than 350 
miners underground. One official said the 
miners were being evacuated. (RFE/RL, 
based on reporting by Reuters and Interfax)

Saakashvili confirmed as Odesa governor

KYIV – Former Georgian President 
Mikheil Saakashvili has been appointed 
governor of Ukraine’s Odesa Oblast, a move 
that could exacerbate tensions between 
Kyiv and Moscow amid Ukraine’s shaky 
ceasefire with Russian-backed separatists. 

(Continued on page 12)

 ANALYSIS

by Pavel K. Baev
Eurasia Daily Monitor

Russia’s deteriorating economic situa-
tion is exacerbating the various social prob-
lems in the country, and the authorities are 
apparently finding no other way to deal 
with such issues but to shut down all out-
lets for public debate. On May 28, President 
Vladimir Putin expanded the definition of 
information constituting state secrets to 
include data on casualties sustained by the 
armed forces in the course of “special oper-
ations” in peacetime (Kommersant, May 
29). 

The immediate reason appears to be the 
need to silence the voices that raise the sen-
sitive issue of soldiers killed in the “hybrid 
war” battles in eastern Ukraine following 
the publication of the report “Putin. War,” 
prepared by the late Boris Nemtsov and 
completed by his comrades (Nezavisimaya 
Gazeta, May 29). 

It is, indeed, becom-
ing difficult for the 
Russian government to 
sustain the “patriotic” 
mobilization of the 
population as the dirty 
war drags on, and the 
real reason behind the 
outlawing of discus-
sion on its human 
costs may be the prep-
aration for a new 
offensive that should 
re-energize Russians’ 
dissipating triumpha-
lism.

Many reports have 
been written on the 
steady increase of 
Russian troops and 
armor on the border with Ukraine and 
inside the parts of Ukraine’s Donetsk and 
Luhansk regions controlled by Moscow-
backed rebels (Newsru.com, May 28). With 
every passing week since the February 
ceasefire, artillery is growing louder along 
the nominal ceasefire line; but a probable 
tank attack will have no element of sur-
prise, so Russia’s hard-to-hide casualties 
could ultimately number in the hundreds 
(Ezhednevny Zhurnal, May 28). 

German Chancellor Angela Merkel and 
French President François Hollande had yet 
another telephone conference with Mr. 
Putin on May 29, seeking to persuade him 
to stick to the February Minsk II agreement 
while he again duplicitously complained 
about Ukrainian violations of the ceasefire 
accord (Kremlin.ru, May 29). 

However, Western warnings have only 
so much convincing power because the 
Kremlin tends to assume that there is scant 
support for enforcing new sanctions, which 
the G-7 might discuss at the summit in 
Bavaria next week (Lenta.ru, May 30). 
Another subtle signal was delivered by the 
French negotiators on the frozen Mistral 
helicopter carrier deal: French officials cut 
short their visit to Moscow last week after 
making a thin offer of compensation (Rbc.

ru, May 29).
What aggravates Western worries is not 

only the incessant war-mongering of official 
Russian propaganda but also Moscow’s 
increasingly harsh suppression of internal 
dissent. In fact, President Putin’s decree on 
criminalizing any disclosure of casualties 
fits into the larger picture of banning debate 
on any themes deemed corrosive to “nation-
al unity” – as measured by Mr. Putin’s dubi-
ously high approval ratings (Gazeta.ru, May 
28). The sharp increase in mortality in 
Russia in the first quarter of 2015 is 
explained away as a fluke in demographic 
statistics, and no discussion of this data in 
the context of the deteriorating health care 
system is allowed (Grani.ru, May 29). 

Moreover, reasons behind the rise in sui-
cides among Russians are made into a 
taboo topic, and the dynamics of the coun-
try’s HIV epidemic is ignored (Meduza.io, 
May 15). Instead of prosecuting the spread-

ing networks of narco-
traffickers, the boss of 
the Federal  Drug 
C o n t r o l  S e r v i c e 
advances mind-bog-
gling theories about 
special kinds of drugs 
manufactured in the 
United States, whose 
aim is to manipulate 
“color revolutions” 
(Forbes.ru, April 21).

T h e  o n ly  a re a 
where meaningful 
debates are still possi-
ble is the economy. 
And forced official 
optimism about the 
allegedly inevitable 
recovery finds little 
s u p p o r t  a m o n g 

experts, who see the deep contraction of 
investment activity as proof positive of a 
protracted recession (Rbc.ru, May 29). The 
government keeps producing forecasts for 
changes in economic fortunes, but each 
publication of raw data – for instance, on 
the fall in the net value of oil exports by 
41.5 percent in the first quarter of 2015 
compared with 2014 – leads to another 
downturn in business expectations 
(Newsru.com. May 29). 

Economists are in no doubt about the 
further and deeper contraction of real 
incomes, but there is no way of knowing 
whether and when this trend might crystal-
lize into public protests, for instance against 
the severe cuts in funding for the Academy 
of Sciences (Gazeta.ru, May 29). While the 
lower middle classes feel the most painful 
squeeze, it is the business elites that have 
lost fortunes as the value of their assets 
plunged and they stand to lose even more 
on account of diminishing state orders.

The visible disarray in the government 
reflects this hidden despair among the 
elites, who increasingly come into bitter 
conflicts with one another while positive 
business prospects fail to materialize in 
Russia’s rigidly set political course (Forbes.
ru, May 28). Mr. Putin used to excel at 
manipulating elite squabbles. But presently, 
his capacity for redistributing financial 
flows has eroded, while his readiness to 
apply the fear factor is checked by worries 
about provoking a mutiny among his 
“loyal” lieutenants (Slon.ru, May 27). 

One popular belief among both the 
“siloviki” (security services personnel) and 
the oligarchs is that the struggle against 

Russia curtails population’s access
to publicly available information
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Correction
In the story “Learn to play the bandura 

at summer camp” (May 3, “A Ukrainian 
Summer” supplement), the author incor-
rectly listed the name of one of the spon-
sors of partial scholarships for Kobzarska 
Sich.  The sponsor is Stefania (not Maria) 
Krislaty. The correction has been made in 
our online edition.
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As the dirty war in 
eastern Ukraine 
drags on, the real  
reason behind  
Vladimir Putin’s 
outlawing of discus-
sion on its human 
costs may be the 
preparation for a 
new offensive that 
should re-energize 
Russians’ dissipat-
ing triumphalism.

(Continued on page 13)
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NEWS ANALYSIS: Russia prepares for possible new military campaign in eastern Ukraine

Biden defends cooperation with Russia amid Ukraine standoff

by Pavel Felgenhauer
Eurasia Daily Monitor

Summer is the best time for major offen-
sive military action in the Donbas region 
(Donetsk and Luhansk oblasts) of eastern 
Ukraine. In the spring and autumn, long 
periods of bad weather turn unpaved roads 
and plains into a mud quagmire 
(Rasputitsa), seriously hampering troop 
maneuverability and logistic support. In 
2014, intensive summer fighting in Donbas 
lasted until early September and ended 
with the Minsk I ceasefire after a massive 
intervention of Russian regular troops 
stopped and reversed an offensive by 
Ukrainian government forces. 

A wobbly ceasefire, punctured by con-
stant barrages and clashes, lasted until 
mid-January of this year, when the dirt 
froze and a full-scale winter campaign 
began. It effectively ended in mid-February 
with the Minsk II ceasefire and after Russia-
backed forces captured the strategically 
important town of Debaltseve, northeast of 
Donetsk, routing the Ukrainians. A wobbly 
ceasefire followed, punctured by constant 
barrages and clashes. 

Attempts by observers from the 
Organization for Security and Cooperation 
in Europe (OSCE) to solidify the present 
ceasefire, mediation efforts, as well as nego-
tiations to revive the Minsk accords seem to 
have little effect. On May 20, Ukrainian 
President Petro Poroshenko accused Russia 
of supporting the rebels and of direct 
involvement in the fighting after two 
wounded Russian special forces service-
men, allegedly from the 3rd separate 
guards Spetsnaz GRU (military intelligence) 
brigade, were captured north of Luhansk 
following a clash with Ukrainian forces. Mr. 
Poroshenko declared: “They are preparing 
an offensive,  we must be ready” 
(Kommersant, May 20).

The two servicemen – Capt. Yevgeny 

Yerofeyev and contract Sgt. Alexander 
Alexandrov – were allegedly captured on 
May 16 near Shchastia, a Ukrainian-
controlled town north of the Seversky 
Donets River (see Eurasia Daily Monitor, 
May 20). A major electric power plant that 
supplies Luhansk is located in Shchastia. 
The rebels want to take the town to secure 
a steady electricity supply to Luhansk, and 
the Ukrainian forces threaten to destroy the 
plant, if attacked. 

According to footage of testimony by 
Messrs. Yerofeyev and Alexandrov, pub-
lished by the Security Service of Ukraine 
(SBU), the 2nd Battalion of the 3rd GRU 
Brigade (some 220-man-strong) was 
deployed in the Donbas on March 26, under 
the command of Maj.  Konstantin 
Napolskykh. On April 16, a group of 
Spetsnaz soldiers led by Capt. Yerofeyev 
allegedly infiltrated Ukrainian-controlled 
territory near the Seversky Donets River. 
They were on a reconnaissance mission “to 
find a new position to stop constant 
Ukrainian bombardments,” according to 
Capt. Yerofeyev, when they were ambushed 
by the Ukrainians. Apparently, Russian spe-
cial forces were led to believe strategically 
important positions in Shchastia were aban-
doned by the Ukrainians during a badly 
organized rotation of forces and could be 
taken. A reconnaissance team was sent to 
investigate and possibly spearhead an attack 
(YouTube, May 20).

Messrs. Yerofeyev and Alexandrov insist 
they are active service members. The 
Kremlin flatly denies this claim, “since there 
are no Russian servicemen in Donbas.” The 
Russian Defense Ministry recognized 
Messrs. Yerofeyev and Alexandrov as “for-
mer special forces members, who were 
retired at the time of their capture.” The 
Luhansk rebels claim the two men are mem-
bers of their militia. The Russian authorities, 
though officially disavowing the two cap-
tured “black ops” soldiers, have promised to 

use “all possibilities” to free them “as cap-
tured Russian citizens” (Kommersant, May 
19). Apparently, some informal exchange 
may be organized in the future, but a back-
door trade-off may take months.

The failed Spetsnaz reconnaissance mis-
sion near Shchastia looks like an attempt to 
tactically improve positions and secure the 
safety of the strategically important power 
plant in the run up to a possible escalation 
of hostilities – a summer campaign. 
Currently, the skies over the Donbas are 
blue, and the pro-Russia rebel proxy forces 
seem to have been armed, reinforced and 
led by pro-Russia military personnel. One 
last problem needs to be sorted out before 
all is ready to go in the possible summer 
campaign – the massive seasonal rotation 
of Russian combat-ready forces must be 
concluded. The spring call-up of some 
150,000 conscripts began in Russia on 
April 1, lasting until July 15. As new con-
scripts are mustered in, some 154,000 
well-trained soldiers, called up a year ago, 
must be demobilized and sent home (Trud, 
March 25).

The actual mass demobilization of con-
scripts during the spring call-up typically 
begins each year in mid-May and lasts 
sometime until July. Russian soldiers and 
specialists integrated into the proxy forces 
inside Ukraine in the Donbas may be most-
ly volunteers, but the forces camped on the 
Ukrainian border and in Crimea, or in 
mobile battle-ready units all over Russia, 
including the GRU Spetsnaz and the 3rd 
Guards Brigade, have large conscript con-
tingents. A former 3rd Brigade conscript 
soldier, who insisted his identity be con-
cealed, told BBC’s Russian service he had 
served under Capt. Yerofeyev’s command 
and alleged he was not much liked by the 
men, hence he was abandoned on the bat-
tlefield, wounded and captured (BBC–
Russian service, May 19).

The situation in the Donbas today is at a 

crossroads: A summer campaign may begin 
in a month or so. In July and August, the 
weather is best for war-making in the 
Donbas region, and the Russian military is 
operationally at its peak for carrying out 
mass engagements if the confrontation, by 
chance, begins to escalate out of control. 
Come September, major operations must be 
wound up. Maybe some “Minsk III” cease-
fire accord will be agreed to sometime next 
September, with French and German partic-
ipation, to solidify the further possible 
Russian gains on the ground: perhaps the 
capture of Shchastia, Sloviansk, Kramatorsk 
or Lysychansk – all north of Luhansk and 
Donetsk. Pisky north of Luhansk, the west-
ern suburbs of Donetsk and the port of 
Mariupol in the south are the other obvious 
points of a possible offensive. Come next 
October, the autumn rains bring back 
Rasputitsa mud and a new autumn call-up 
and demobilization will begin in Russia – at 
that point, another operational pause in 
fighting seems inevitable.

If a summer campaign can be avoided 
somehow, the next possible chance would 
not be until January, in the dead of winter; 
or maybe action could be postponed until 
the summer of 2016. It is up to one person 
– President Vladimir Putin – whether the 
Donbas conflict will be frozen, allowing the 
consolidation of the present regime in Kyiv, 
or whether more immediate military pres-
sure will facilitate a regime change in Kyiv, 
which, in turn, could lead to more punitive 
sanctions on Russia. Moreover, the Kremlin 
is beholden to domestic political, social and 
economic repercussions of the pending 
decision to go or to freeze the conflict. The 
clock is ticking, and Mr. Putin must make a 
decision soon.

The article above is reprinted from 
Eurasia Daily Monitor with permission from 
its publisher, the Jamestown Foundation, 
www.jamestown.org.

RFE/RL 

WASHINGTON – Vice-President Joe Biden says the 
United States should pursue cooperation with Russia on 
areas of mutual interests as long as it is not “asked to back 
off matters of principles” crucial to the “security and well-
being” of Washington and its allies.

Describing Russian President Vladimir Putin as “practi-
cal at his core,” Mr. Biden said on May 27 in Washington 
that it was “overwhelmingly in our interest to continue to 
cooperate” with the Kremlin on issues like counterterror-
ism and a deal to restrict Iran’s nuclear capabilities.

“[Putin] will push as far as he can, in my view, until he 
reaches a resistance that in fact says there’s a big price to 
pay,” Mr. Biden said. “And he may then make a mistake and 
continue.”

“But I think if you look at his behavior over his career, 
he’s a practical guy,” he added.

The vice-president made the comments in a Q&A session 
following a prepared speech at the Brookings Institution 
think tank in which he criticized Mr. Putin over Russia’s 
annexation of Ukraine’s Crimean peninsula in March 2014 
and involvement in the conflict in the country’s east.

He said that the “Russian aggression” had “literally 
transformed the landscape of European security.”

“What’s happening in Ukraine is about the rights of 
nations on the frontier of Europe to choose their own 
futures,” Mr. Biden said. “It’s about the future of NATO, our 
collective self-defense, and our unity, our strength, our abil-
ity to deter aggression together.”

Fighting between pro-government forces and Moscow-
backed separatists has killed more than 6,100 people in 
eastern Ukraine since April 2014.

Kyiv, NATO and Western governments accuse Russia of 
backing the pro-Moscow rebels with weapons, personnel, 
and training in an effort to undermine Ukraine’s pro-West-
ern government.

The Kremlin denies the charge, claiming Russia’s mili-
tary is not fighting in the conflict despite mounting evi-
dence to the contrary.

Over the past year, relations between Moscow and the 
West have dropped to their lowest point since the Cold 
War.

The Kremlin has portrayed visits to Russia in May by 
U.S. Secretary of State John Kerry and U.S. Assistant 
Secretary for European and Eurasian Affairs Victoria 
Nuland as indications bilateral ties are improving.

Mr. Biden’s speech offered little new in terms of 
Washington’s position on the Ukraine conflict, though he 
reiterated Washington’s view that the United States and its 
NATO and European Union allies must be vigilant in con-
fronting what he called Russia’s “hybrid warfare.”

He said Moscow was effectively deploying propaganda 
and sowing discord among EU member states by backing 
right-wing and left-wing movements to “create cracks” in 
European politics.

Biden called on Western countries to continue to back 
political and economic reforms, as well as anticorruption 
efforts in Ukraine, saying that Kyiv’s success could ulti-
mately serve as a catalyst for similar change in Russia.

“The conflict over Ukraine, I think, is a test for the West, 
a test for the EU, a test for NATO, a test for us,” he said.

“President Putin is wagering that he has greater staying 
power than all of the parties I just mentioned have,” Biden 
added. “In Ukraine, he’s betting that he can outlast the cur-
rent reformist, pro-European government and undermine 
it economically.”

Mr. Biden spoke a day after U.S. President Barack Obama 
criticized Russia’s “increasingly aggressive” stance on 
Ukraine.

After meeting with NATO Secretary-General Jens 
Stoltenberg at the White House on May 26, Mr. Obama 
urged Russia to “stop supporting separatists and to with-
draw all its forces from eastern Ukraine,” which continues 
to be embroiled in sporadic fighting despite a February 
cease-fire agreement signed in Minsk.

Russian actions ‘deeply troubling’

In a speech at the Center for Strategic and International 
Studies think tank in Washington on May 27, Mr. Stoltenberg 
said the military alliance will “firmly uphold sovereignty 
and territorial integrity of all European countries.”

Citing Russia’s actions in Ukraine and elsewhere, Mr. 
Stoltenberg said Moscow “is asserting its military power, 
stirring up aggressive nationalism, claiming the right to 
impose its will on its neighbors and grabbing land.”

He added that NATO would work to ensure its neighbors, 
Georgia, Moldova and Ukraine, remain stable and indepen-
dent. “These nations are not buffer zones, they are indepen-
dent sovereign states,” he said. “They have the right to 
choose their own paths and we will help them on that path.”

Vice-President Joe Biden speaks at the Brookings 
Institution on May 27 about the war in Ukraine.

Brookings Institution

(Continued on page 8)
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KERHONKSON, N.Y. – Soyuzivka’s facelift is in full swing. Six of the seven new board 
members of the Ukrainian National Foundation (UNF) – Taras Sochan, Mark Olexy, 
Roma Lisovich, Roman Hawryluk, Christine Kozak and Stefan Kaczaraj – recently 
inspected the progress at the Soyuzivka Heritage Center (above). Visitors will be 
greeted by a newly paved and smooth road. The exterior of the Kyiv building has been 
painted, and its lobby area sports new carpeting and furniture (below). The pool deck 
has new carpeting (top, right). The staff’s landscaping efforts in the spring show pristine 
and manicured grounds. Stay tuned for more progress reports.

– UNF

Soyuzivka Heritage Center: A progress report

clear, and the frequent use of the term 
fueled fears the rebels might seek to seize 
all of southern Ukraine, giving Russia 
unhindered access to both Crimea and the 
Transdniester.

Concerns about a fresh westward push 
by the rebels remain strong. But press 
reports suggest even Moscow’s support 
was not enough to nudge Novorossiya from 
a theoretical idea to a political reality with a 
wide support base.

Part of the problem rested in the fact 
that Novorossiya was never able to expand 
its membership beyond its two original 
members, the self-declared people’s repub-
lics in Donetsk (DNR) and Luhansk (LNR). 

Although on May 11, 2014, referendums 
on self-determination were originally 
scheduled in eight regions of Ukraine, orga-
nized resistance by pro-Kyiv authorities 
meant they ultimately were held only in the 
separatist-controlled parts of the Donbas, 
as the Donetsk and Luhansk regions are 
known.

The Russian news site Gazeta.ru cited an 
unnamed source as saying that, ironically, 
the Kremlin’s propaganda onslaught – with 

its portrayal of pro-Kyiv forces as “fascists” 
– was partly to blame.

“When pro-Russian people heard refer-
ences all day long to Ukrainian fascists who 
would burn anyone seen wearing a St. 
George ribbon alive – in Donetsk, that 
mobilized people for the referendum,” the 
source said. “In the rest of the regions, it 
scared them to death and they stayed at 
home.”

Gazeta.ru also cited Aleksandr Kofman, 
the “foreign affairs minister” of the self-pro-
claimed Donetsk People’s Republic, as say-
ing the Novorossiya movements outside the 
Donbas peaked too early and were soon 
“suppressed” by Kyiv.

“We weren’t able to keep people coming 
out to the rallies,” Mr. Kofman wrote on 
Facebook. “Our supporters in Odesa and 
Kharkiv came out too early. As a result 
more than 40 of our guys were killed in 
Odesa” – a reference to May 2, 2014, clash-
es that ended in a deadly fire at the city’s 
Trade Unions House – “and many of our 
activists were arrested in Kharkov,” he 
noted, using the Russian spelling of Kharkiv.

The breakaway republics that were 
meant to be established in those regions, he 
said, were effectively “beheaded.”

Even institutions with their heads in 
place proved problematic. Mr. Tsarev, a 

Dnipropetrovsk native who defected from 
Ukraine’s Verkhovna Rada to head the 
Novorossiya project, proved a bad fit for 
Moscow and the composite republics, 
which preferred dealing with local elites 
like former Donetsk separatist chief 
Aleksandr Zakharchenko or his Luhansk 
counterpart, Aleksei Karyakin.

The final nail in the coffin, however, was 
Minsk. The peace talks, held in the 
Belarusian capital in September 2014 and 
February of this year, produced deals call-
ing for limited self-governance in parts of 
Donetsk and Luhansk as long as they 
remain in Ukraine.

Once that tactical victory was scored, 
Novorossiya as a concept became largely 
unnecessary. And these days, the term jars 
with the Kremlin’s efforts to cast Russia in a 
cooperative light – such as Putin’s assur-
ance last month that he is not trying to “res-
urrect the empire.”

As recently as May 19, Russian Foreign 
Affairs Minister Sergei Lavrov told journal-
ists that Russia has no plans to annex the 
DNR and LNR.

“We have been saying at all levels... that 
we advocate their becoming part of 
Ukraine,” Mr. Lavrov said.

Not all Novorossiya advocates are willing 
to call it a day, however.

Denis Pushilin, the current head of the 
self-declared DNR, said the Novorossiya 
project had not been frozen as much as 
moved to “another plane.”

“There’s no talk about any suspension or 
closure of the project,” Mr. Pushilin told the 
Russian News Service. The Minsk agree-
ment sealed in February, he said, gave the 
separatists “the possibility to go from mili-
tarized opposition to political opposition.”

For now, he says, the onus is on Kyiv to 
uphold the terms of the Minsk deal. “At the 
moment, they haven’t fulfilled any of the 
points in full,” he says.

Such remarks suggest that the rebels, 
and Russia, may be biding their time and 
preparing to blame Kyiv if the accord falls 
apart and they mount a new offensive. 

Meanwhile, the quiet demise of 
Novorossiya has had no apparent effect on 
the ongoing conflict. Fighting has decreased 
under a ceasefire that was part of the Minsk 
deal, but casualties and claims of violations 
are reported on both sides almost daily.

Copyright 2015, RFE/RL Inc. Reprinted 
with the permission of Radio Free Europe/
Radio Liberty, 1201 Connecticut Ave. NW, 
Washington DC 20036; www.rferl.org (see 
http://www.rferl.org/content/death-of-nov-
orossia/27029267.html).

(Continued from page 1)

Out with a whimper...



No. 23THE UKRAINIAN WEEKLY      SUNDAY, JUNE 7, 20156

Vladimir Putin’s press secretary, Dmitry S. Peskov, was widely quoted as say-
ing the president’s decree classifying military losses during special operations in 
peacetime was “not tied to Ukraine,” but was just a routine “improvement in the 
law in the area of state secrets.”

But those comments fool no one. The new decree on state secrets, which was 
published on May 28, most certainly is tied to Ukraine. Human rights lawyer 
Ivan Y. Pavlov told The New York Times, “It was done so Ukrainian issues will be 
secured against unwanted attention.” As for it being an “improvement,” all we 
can say is “aha…” You see, until this latest Putin decree, Russian military losses 
were classified as a state secret only during wartime. Of course, in Mr. Putin’s 
alternate universe, there is no war in Ukraine (it’s a civil war, with “separatists” 
fighting Ukrainian government forces). And, of course, the Russian military is 
not involved in this war – thus, it’s peacetime in Russia. And secrets must be 
maintained, even in peacetime… (By the way, does anyone remember glasnost?)

For Mr. Putin, it is crucial that Russia’s military losses be kept secret because, 
as The Washington Post’s Karoun Demirjian very correctly pointed out: “If there 
was one weak spot in Russian support for the Kremlin’s aims in Ukraine this 
year, it was the population’s strong aversion to sending in Russian troops – 
something Russia denies doing, despite mounting international evidence to the 
contrary. Now, Russia can ignore that evidence – as well as any questions citi-
zens might raise – since President Vladimir Putin signed a decree classifying cer-
tain peacetime deaths of soldiers as state secrets.”

Even The New York Times (which editorially has been nowhere near as 
strong on Ukraine and Russia as The Washington Post) saw fit to rebuke Mr. 
Putin, writing in a June 2 editorial: “For President Vladimir Putin of Russia, the 
manipulation and suppression of facts is as much a tool of his war in Ukraine as 
an AK-47 or a rocket launcher. …Last week Mr. Putin added a new and especially 
cruel twist to his formula of deception by decreeing that the deaths or wounds 
of Russian soldiers in ‘special operations’ can be classified as military secrets, 
even in peacetime. In the past, the list of state secrets applied only to personnel 
losses in wartime. The decree furthers a climate of propaganda and secrecy that 
was well established during Soviet times and that Mr. Putin has worked hard to 
revive.”

The new decree came after the release earlier in May of the Nemtsov report 
that documented the deaths of at least 220 Russian soldiers fighting in Ukraine’s 
east; after two men detained in Ukraine’s east admitted they are active Russian 
officers of the GRU, the Russian military’s Main Intelligence Directorate; and 
after more reports surfaced about secret burials of Russian soldiers killed on 
Ukrainian territory.

Moreover, the decree came on the very same day that the Atlantic Council 
released “Hiding in Plain Sight: Putin’s War in Ukraine” detailing Mr. Putin’s 
“direct military intervention” in eastern Ukraine and concluding that this is “a 
Kremlin-manufactured war – fueled by Russian-made military equipment, 
fought by Russian soldiers and supported by Mr. Putin.”

What is clear is that Mr. Putin is trying desperately to keep secret what is 
secret no longer. What is not clear is why the West, especially the U.S., has had 
such an anemic and irresolute response.

The Ukrainian Weekly

Twenty-six years ago, on June 9, 1989, an estimated 15,000 
people took part in the Chinese freedom rally in New York. The 
daylong program denounced the Chinese Communist regime’s 
slaughter of democratic student activists at Beijing’s Tiananmen 
Square and other parts of China on June 4, 1989. 

The protest march began from New York’s Chinatown and 
continued to Dag Hammarskjold Plaza across from the United Nations headquarters.

Joining the march from the U.N. to the Chinese Consulate on the Upper West Side near 
44th Street was a delegation of 25 Ukrainian students, carrying several blue-and-yellow 
Ukrainian national flags and posters reading “Freedom for China – Freedom for Ukraine” 
and “Ukrainian Students Support Chinese Democracy.”

Numerous onlookers, some leaning out of office windows, applauded the Ukrainian 
marchers who were the only non-Chinese national group marching in solidarity with the 
Chinese American community.

Many of the participants approached the Ukrainian students, thanking them for their 
support. As one Chinese student emphatically stated, “We’re all in the fight for freedom. 
Communism is dead – let’s bury it together.”

The Ukrainian student delegation was organized by the New York branch of the 
Ukrainian Students’ Association of Mykola Mikhnovsky (known by its Ukrainian acronym 
TUSM), in response to an invitation by the rally organizers.

As The Weekly’s editorial stated: “China’s leaders saw the freedom-hungry people as a 
threat to their absolute power and sent in troops and tanks to brutally rout the protesters 
from Tiananmen Square in Beijing. The Beijing massacre, directed against a democratic 
and patriotic movement composed primarily of students – which resulted in the deaths of 
hundreds, perhaps thousands – has elicited expressions of outrage around the globe.”

The editorial noted hundreds of arrests by the Communist party in China, and how the 
news media in China was asking people to turn in others. China’s propaganda machine 

June
9

1989

Turning the pages back...

by Paul Goble

Many commentators have suggested 
that Vladimir Putin is expressing outrage 
about the corruption charges the U.S. has 
brought against FIFA because of his fear 
that these cases will be used to deprive 
Russia of its hosting of the 2018 World Cup 
competition, an event that Mr. Putin hopes 
will win him even more plaudits than the 
Sochi Games.

But Ukrainian commentator Vitaly 
Portnikov suggests that the Kremlin leader 
may have an even more powerful motive 
for condemning the FIFA arrests: trials in 
Western courts of those involved could 
expose his own corruption and that of 
those around him and thus threaten his 
hold on power (liga.net/opinion/236655_
gde-u-nego-knopka-pochemu-putin-tak-
vzvolnovan-situatsiey-v-fifa.htm?no_

mobile_version=yes).
He points out that the arrests of FIFA 

officials may become “only the beginning of 
the collapse of a gigantic corrupt pyramid 
build by soccer barons over the last 
decades and transforming a popular form 
of sport into a real zone where everything 
goes.” That has the potential to threaten 
Russia’s role as host in 2018.

But such arrests and trials in Western 
courts may lead to something far more seri-
ous, and that is why Mr. Putin and his entou-
rage are reacting so emotionally even though 
so far they have not made any reference to 
these larger outcomes, the Ukrainian com-
mentator says. The reasons for this pattern 
lie in “the psychology of the Russian leader 
and of those who surround him.”

Mr. Portnikov continues: “These people 
are not agitated at all by accusations con-
cerning the annexation of Crimea or the 
unleashing of war in the Donbas. In their 
system of coordinates, those things are only 
politics. The Americans fight in Iraq; we do 
so in Ukraine… The Americans forced the 
Serbs to give up Kosovo; we have forced the 
Ukrainians to do the same in Crimea.”

In their view, Russia is a great power and 
if the Americans can do something so can 
they. Anyone who suggests otherwise is 
engaged in “double standards.” Moreover, 
they are convinced that as long as they hold 
power in their hands, no one will punish 

PARSIPPANY, N.J. – The Ukrainian 
Canadian Congress (UCC) and the Ukrainian 
Congress Committee of American have both 
called on the Fédération Internationale de 
Football Association (FIFA) to revoke its 
award of the 2018 World Cup tournament 
to the Russian Federation.

 The UCC launched a petition to have 
Russia’s hosting privileges revoked, citing 
its ongoing invasion of Ukraine, which has 
cost thousands of lives and displaced more 
than 1 million people. The UCC added that 
the Russian Federation has invaded and 
illegally occupies the Crimean peninsula of 
Ukraine, where it is carrying out a cam-
paign of intimidation and suppression of 
dissent, targeted especially against the 
indigenous Crimean Tatar people.

“As an aggressor state, and a state that 
coordinates, sponsors and supplies the ter-
rorist organizations of the so-called 
Donetsk and Luhansk ‘Peoples Republics,’ 
the Russian Federation must not be 
allowed to hold an international event that 
symbolizes peace and the unity of peoples, 
the UCC noted.

UCC National President Paul Grod added: 
“As many world leaders have stated, there 
can be no ‘business as usual’ with the 
Russian Federation until the Putin regime 
ceases its invasion of Ukraine, withdraws 
from Crimea and desists in meddling in 
Ukraine’s internal affairs. FIFA should imme-
diately revoke from Russia the privilege of 
hosting the 2018 World Cup, as a state that 
continues to violate the basic principles of 
international law. To allow the Russian 
Federation to host such a prestigious event 
would be tantamount to endorsing the Putin 
regime’s attack on Ukraine.”

The Ukrainian Congress Committee of 
America, the representative organization of 

over 1 million Americans of Ukrainian 
descent, also strongly urged FIFA to add its 
voice to that of the international communi-
ty and condemn Russia’s aggressive actions 
in Ukraine by reversing its decision to allow 
Russia to host 2018 World Cup.

“President Putin’s blatant breach of 
international law, Russia’s illegal invasion 
and occupation of Crimea and its ongoing 
support of pro-Russian terrorist activities 
and terrorist forces in eastern Ukraine 
clearly violate the principles on which FIFA 
is based and undermine the spirit of inter-
national sporting competitions,” UCCA 
President Tamara Olexy stated. 

The Ukrainian Canadian Congress also 
noted that it applauds the position of U.S. 
Sens. Robert Menendez (D-N.J.) and John 
McCain (R-Ariz.), who wrote to the FIFA 
congress that was taking place on May 29: 
“More than 40 countries, all FIFA members, 
have imposed sanctions on Russia in an 
effort to influence events on the ground in 
Ukraine. By allowing Russia to host the 
tournament, FIFA would offer an economic 
lifeline to the Putin regime in contravention 
of the multilateral sanctions that have been 
imposed by the international community.”

The UCC said it joins the international 
community in its concern over serious alle-
gations of criminal mismanagement in the 
allocation of the 2018 World Cup to Russia. 
The UCC pointed out that the Office of the 
Attorney General of Switzerland stated that 
it had seized documents at FIFA and 
“opened criminal proceedings against per-
sons unknown on suspicion of criminal 
mismanagement and of money laundering 
in connection with the allocation of the 
2018 and 2022 Football World Cups.”

Sources: UCC and UCCA.

FIFA corruption trials could threaten
Putin’s hold on power, Portnikov says

UCC and UCCA to FIFA: Take
World Cup away from Russia

(Continued on page 9)

Putin’s “state secrets”

 WINDOW ON EURASIA

Paul Goble is a long-time specialist on 
ethnic and religious questions in Eurasia 
who has served in various capacities in the 
U.S. State Department, the Central 
Intelligence Agency and the International 
Broadcasting Bureau, as well as at the Voice 
of America and Radio Free Europe/Radio 
Liberty and the Carnegie Endowment for 
International Peace. Mr. Goble writes a blog 
called “Window on Eurasia” (http://windo-
woneurasia2.blogspot.com/). The article 
above is reprinted with permission. (Continued on page 16)
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“FIFA’s ugly stains on the beautiful 
game,” editorial, The Washington Post, 
May 27:

“… it is entirely proper, and laudable, 
that Attorney General Loretta Lynch has 
issued an indictment officially alleging 
what had long been rumored: FIFA is a 
cesspool of corruption and bribery. …

“The U.S. investigation is still in its early 
phases, which is good, because there are 
much bigger issues to be resolved. Soccer 
fans have long been mystified at FIFA’s 
choice of Vladimir Putin’s increasingly 
aggressive and repressive Russia over sev-
eral Western European candidates to host 
the World Cup in 2018, and rich but tiny 
and climatically unsuitable Qatar over the 
United States, Australia and a joint 
Japanese-Korean bid for 2022. Many pre-
sumed that bribery of FIFA executives 
explained these bizarre picks, a presump-
tion not weakened by the indictment – nor 
by the fact that Switzerland opened a crim-
inal investigation of the 2018 and 2022 
Cup bids on the same day that Swiss agents 
helped U.S. prosecutors by arresting sever-
al indicted FIFA officials in Zurich.

Yes, soccer is just a game, but corrupt or 
dictatorial rulers love to bask in its reflect-
ed glory. That’s why it would be misguided 
even without bribery to celebrate the 
World Cup in Mr. Putin’s Russia or in Qatar, 
where oppressed Asian guest workers 
labor to build stadiums for the tourna-
ment. Now would be a good time for FIFA 
to nullify its award to those two countries 
and reopen the bidding under indepen-
dent supervision. …”

FIFA’s Corruption Stains World 
Soccer,” editorial, The New York Times, 
May 27:

“… In a sudden and stunning move, the 
Justice Department charged 14 soccer offi-
cials and sports-marketing executives with 
‘rampant, systemic and deep-rooted’ cor-
ruption. Seven were promptly arrested by 
Swiss authorities in Zurich… At the same 
time, Swiss prosecutors announced their 
own criminal investigation into FIFA’s puz-
zling simultaneous award of the 2018 and 
2022 World Cup tournaments to Russia 
and Qatar, seizing electronic data and doc-
uments at FIFA headquarters. …

“…Those selections immediately raised 
suspicion of foul play when they were 
announced in December 2010, and the 
controversy has only deepened with 
reports about the appalling treatment of 
foreign laborers working on World Cup 
facilities in the blistering heat of Qatar. 
Hundreds of migrant workers, many from 
Nepal and other South Asian countries, 
have died in conditions that have violated 
international labor laws and human rights. 
…

“This time, FIFA should not be allowed 
to pretend that the problem is a few cor-
rupt officials. A first step is the immediate 
ouster of Mr. [Sepp] Blatter and the 
restructuring of FIFA. The selection of 
Russia and Qatar should be subject to rig-
orous re-examination. Short of convincing 
proof to refute evidence of misconduct in 
the Qatar decision and swift action to 
improve the conditions for foreign work-
ers, that award should be withdrawn.”

“Russia: U.S. FIFA Investigation is 
Illegal, Extraterritorial Use of Law,” by 
Red Standish, Foreign Policy, May 27:

“Less than 24 hours after U.S. and Swiss 
authorities unveiled a sweeping investiga-
tion into corruption at the highest ranks of 

FIFA, including how the 2018 World Cup 
was awarded to Russia, Moscow is hitting 
back.

“In a statement Wednesday, Moscow 
accused Washington of illegally applying 
its laws around the world. ‘Once again we 
are calling on Washington to stop attempts 
to make justice far beyond its borders 
using its legal norms and to follow the gen-
erally accepted international legal proce-
dures,’ said Alexander Lukashevich, a 
Russian Foreign Ministry spokesman, add-
ing that the recently announced investiga-
tion is ‘clearly another case of illegal exter-
ritorial use of U.S. law.’

“The charges are particularly sensitive 
for Moscow, which has found its moment 
in the World Cup spotlight tarnished by 
allegations of mismanagement, accusa-
tions of human rights abuses and interna-
tional calls for a boycott following the 
Ukraine crisis.

“… allegations of corruption have 
swirled around the Kremlin’s courting of 
FIFA officials in the run-up to the 2018 
World Cup vote, and authorities in 
Switzerland say they are investigating how 
that tournament and the 2022 World Cup 
in Qatar were awarded.

“Despite controversy over Russia host-
ing the World Cup, FIFA President Sepp 
Blatter has defended the decision. 
Following the annexation of Crimea, 
Blatter told reporters at an April 2014 
meeting with Russian President Vladimir 
Putin that ‘if a few politicians are not par-
ticularly happy that we are hosting the 
World Cup in Russia, then I always tell 
them: ‘Well then, stay at home.’ ”

“Sanction FIFA and Putin at the Same 
Time: Take the 2018 World Cup from 
Russia,” by Paul Roderick Gregory, 
Forbes, May 28:

“…The two largest public relations feath-
ers in Vladimir Putin’s hat are the Sochi 
Olympics and now the upcoming World 
Cup.

“Nothing could be worse for Putin than 
losing the 2018 World Cup; it would be 
more severe than the economic recession 
and Russia’s declining living standards. 
Russians can live without imported foods 
and Turkish vacations, but they may not 
tolerate being branded as a rogue nation 
not deserving a World Cup. …

“The U.S. Justice Department has 
ordered the arrest and extradition to the 
United States of 14 defendants associated 
with FIFA… [and] pledged to end FIFA’s 
‘corrupt  pract ices ’. . .  The Just ice 
Department action has lent weight to the 
demand of thirteen prominent U.S. sena-
tors, dated April 1, to FIFA president 
[Sepp] Blatter to relocate the 2018 World 
Cup from Moscow to a less controversial 
venue. …

“Kremlin propaganda has shifted into 
high gear. In an on-camera interview, 
Russia’s World Cup representative 
expressed surprise that the ‘armed con-
flict’ in Ukraine could be considered a rea-
son to relocate the 2018 World Cup. He 
intoned disdainfully that Russia has no 
involvement in Ukraine and that the Minsk 
Peace accord, brokered by Russia, has 
ended the conflict. Thus, he said, Russia’s 
only role in Ukraine is that of a peacemak-
er.  Russia’s sports minister rushed before 
the cameras to declare that ‘Russia has 
nothing to hide.’ Blatter declared that 
‘there are no boycotts’ in international soc-
cer and that ‘football [soccer] is an instru-
ment of peace.’ …”

Corruption in FIFA

One sometimes gets the impression that 
the clergy live in another world. 
Surrounded by their fellow clerics and the 
most pious parishioners, we imagine, they 
immerse themselves in Scripture and litur-
gy, their minds and souls steeped in spiritu-
al sentiments and theological thoughts. 
Hence their sermons, pastoral letters and 
the eparchial newspapers seem addressed 
to those who share their mentality.

Of course, this is not fair. Our pastors are 
very much in the world. That is why they 
are called “secular” clergy, by distinction 
from the monastic “black” or “regular” cler-
gy. They deal on a daily basis not only with 
their parishioners’ joy at weddings and 
baptisms, but with their torments of sin 
and guilt, doubt and despair, sickness and 
death.

And yet it seems their world is far from 
ours. We live in a society which – from the 
highest levels of government down to some 
of our own friends and family – has 
become indifferent, and sometimes hostile, 
not just to Christianity, but to religion itself. 
A 2014 Pew Research Center survey shows 
a decline in U.S. religious affiliation since 
2007 (http://www.washingtonpost.com/
news/acts-of-faith/wp/2015/05/12/
christianity-faces-sharp-decline-as-ameri-
cans-are-becoming-even-less-affiliated-
with-religion/?wpisrc=nl_headlines& 
wpmm=1). The percentage of self-pro-
fessed Christians has fallen from 78 per-
cent to 71 percent. The number of reli-
giously unaffiliated people (the “nones”) 
has risen from 16 percent to 23 percent. Of 
these, 31 percent are atheists or agnostics 
– up from 25 percent. Catholics and main-
line Protestants have suffered losses of 
between 3 percent and 5 percent. The for-
mer have lost 3 million faithful; in fact, 13 
percent of Americans were “raised 
Catholic” but no longer practice the faith, 
while Catholic converts number only 2 per-
cent. The trend is unmistakable. As for our 
own churches, the statistics are just as dis-
couraging. By one estimate, the Ukrainian 
Catholic Church is hemorrhaging 5 percent 
of its faithful annually.

We think of our diaspora community as 
a place where we can “preserve” the faith – 
as in formaldehyde. But we no longer live 
in communities – whether villages or 
urban neighborhoods – centered on the 
parish church. It has become just a place 
where we worship once a week, see a few 
friends and then scatter. Virtual communi-
ties (such as e-mail lists) are no substitute. 
Those who seek a true Christian communi-
ty may well wonder whether the Amish 
don’t have the right idea by isolating them-
selves from a fallen society in order to live 
by Christian principles. In such an enclave, 
those who have more than they need share 
it with those who have too little, while all 
live by a single moral code. Our Ukrainian 
church “communities” are a far cry from 
that.

In the absence of a Christian community, 
we may think of the family as a place where 
the faith can be nurtured and “passed on.” 
But to whom? The mass media, the schools 
and now the government override whatev-
er we try to teach our children. We practice 
our colorful Christmas and Easter tradi-
tions, but aside from a vague notion of their 
pagan origins, we hardly remember what 

they mean. In a post-Protestant North 
American culture where Church-state sep-
aration has been extended to divide life 
from faith, religion is an inconvenient obli-
gation tolerated only – if at all – within the 
space of an hour a week and the four walls 
of a church. The ideological department of 
the Communist Party of the Soviet Union 
would have been delighted. 

In this context, the Ukrainian Greco-
Catholic Synod of Bishops’ program titled 
“The Vibrant Parish: A Place to Encounter 
the Living Christ,” created in Brazil in 2011 
and set forth in a pastoral letter of 
Patriarch Sviatoslav of December 2 of that 
year, may seem like both a treatment and a 
symptom. Part of the “Vision 2020” (get it?) 
strategic plan, and the subject of local 
meetings leading up to this year’s patriar-
chal sobor, the program is evidently aimed 
at revitalizing a flagging Church. But its 
approach may seem all too typical of cleri-
cal bureaucracy. In 2013, the Working 
Group for Strategic Development of the 
Ukrainian Greek-Catholic Church produced 
a 49-page Handbook for Pastoral Planning 
that provides checklists, tables, bullet-
points and guidelines for “SWOT” situation-
al analysis. This has all the Christian 
warmth of a Five-Year Plan. But as Father 
Andriy Chirovsky of the Metropolitan 
Andrey Sheptytsky Institute recently 
remarked, it would be unfair to regard it 
cynically as just another exercise in clerical 
paper-pushing. It is undoubtedly sincere. 
But is it effective? Is this how Jesus attract-
ed disciples? Shouldn’t we just give away 
our possessions and set out for the slums, 
feeding the hungry and announcing the 
Kingdom of God?

Well, maybe. But for most of us, there 
are more realistic options. “Vibrant Parish” 
is a good start.

I think that along with human solidarity, 
the key to rebuilding the Church is liturgy. 
Recently, I attended a Saturday vespers ser-
vice at the Ukrainian Catholic National 
Shrine of St. John the Baptist in Ottawa. I 
had experienced Byzantine-rite vespers, 
but never like this. As is traditional, women 
stood on the left, men on the right. (There 
is a reason for this: the former face the icon 
of the Mother of God – the latter, that of 
Christ.) One group would sing a verse and 
the other would chant the response, com-
ing together for some parts, then separat-
ing again. One was reminded of an English 
country dance. (Pews inhibit the choreog-
raphy of Byzantine services, with their pro-
cessions and prostrations, while kneelers 
are ritually superfluous.) It gave the lie to 
the assertion one sometimes hears that 
Christian worship is too staid for bodily 
expression. During matins in the chapel of 
Holy Spirit Seminary, at the phrase “clap 
your hands, all ye people” (Psalm 46 (47): 
2) the chanters literally clapped. 

According to the Primary Chronicle, 
Grand Prince Volodymyr’s emissaries, 
stunned by the Byzantine liturgy, “knew 
not whether we were in heaven or on 
earth.” They had been in another world, 
sometimes described as a foretaste of the 
Kingdom of God. Our pastors invite us into 
that world. And the parish is our doorway.

Another world

Andrew Sorokowski can be reached at 
andrewsorokowski@gmail.com.

 IN THE PRESS
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UOC of the U.S.A. and UNWLA in joint charitable outreach efforts in Ukraine

Canadian mobile application launched to support mental health services in Ukraine

UOC-U.S.A. 

SOUTH BOUND BROOK, N.J. – Bishop 
Daniel met with Marianna Zajac, president 
of the Ukrainian National Women’s League 
of America (UNWLA), here at the 
Consistory Offices of the Metropolia of the 
Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the U.S.A. 
(UOC-U.S.A.) on May 18 to discuss common 
projects of the Ukrainian community in the 
United States and the ability of various 
charitable organizations to reach out to the 
wounded soldiers and refugees of the pres-
ent armed conflict in Ukraine.

With the blessing of Metropolitan 
Antony, Bishop Daniel shared with the 
UNWLA president the charitable mission 
of the UOC-U.S.A through the ministry of 
various Church organizations, parishes, 
clergy and faithful. Noteworthy was a 
lengthy discussion on Bishop Daniel’s most 
recent visit to the military hospital in Lviv, 
where hundreds of wounded soldiers 
received financial assistance from the UOC-
U.S.A.

They also discussed the need to offer 
assistance to numerous refugees from 
eastern Ukraine, who have found refuge in 
the capital of Ukraine and other cities 

throughout the country. Bishop Daniel and 
Ms. Zajac shared the experience of their 
organizations in offering assistance to 
those in need in Ukraine.

In the presence of Metropolitan Antony, 
primate of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church 
of the U.S.A., Mrs. Marianna Zajac, acting 
on behalf of the UNWLA, presented 

Bishop Daniel, president of the Consistory 
of the UOC-U.S.A. with a check in the 
amount of $10,000 in order to assist the 
Church’s charitable outreach project, 
which provides immediate assistance to 
the wounded, refugees and needy in 
Ukraine.

Both Metropolitan Antony and Bishop 
Daniel stressed the vital role the UNWLA 
plays in the life of the Ukrainian communi-
ty in the United States, providing the basic 
assistance for those in need. Both the UOC-
U.S.A and the UNWLA have acted in unison 
over the years, aiding people in Ukraine 
stricken by natural disasters and emergen-
cies, such as the Chornobyl nuclear disas-
ter; donated millions of dollars granting 
scholarships to needy individuals in 
Ukraine and the diaspora; provided aid to 
orphans and elderly women; and promot-
ed the preservation of Ukrainian American 
national identity and Ukrainian cultural 
heritage.

A follow-up meeting of Mrs. Zajac and 
Bishop Daniel is scheduled for the second 
part of the month of June, once the bishop 
returns from the mission trip to the refu-
gee centers, military hospitals and orphan-
ages.

PRWeb

OTTAWA – The Canada Ukraine 
Foundation announced the launch of its 
mobile application to provide mental health 
resources for soldiers, veterans, their fami-
lies and the Ukrainian people at large who 
are exposed to mental health trauma associ-
ated with the military conflict. 

The application was developed in 
Ukrainian with content provided by the 
Operation Stress Injury (OSI) Clinic of the 
Royal Mental Health Center of Ottawa to 
permit these individuals to self-assess and 
find support for critical mental health 
issues, including post-traumatic stress dis-
order (PTSD), depression and sleep issues.

Launched as “Mobilna Psycholohichna 
Dopomoha,” which means mobile psycho-
logical assistance in Ukrainian, the mobile 

application was developed as an expand-
able portal of information, with a series of 
assessment surveys that allows users to 
privately and discretely determine the type 
of referral they may need, and where they 
might be able to find those clinics and ser-
vices in their region. Filled with additional 
resources, not only for clients, but also for 
health care professionals, the goal is to 
drive rapid diagnosis and allow users to 
find the help they need. 

Funded by the Canada Ukraine 
Foundation, the application is based on the 
OSI Clinic Network mobile application 
developed by Veteran Affairs Canada in 
concert with the Royal Ottawa Mental 
Health Center.

“The goal of this application is to get 
mental health trauma awareness informa-
tion into the pockets of Ukrainian people 

and connect them to the resources they 
need as quickly as possible,” said Victor 
Hetmanczuk, president of the Canada 
Ukraine Foundation. “By recognizing the 
signs of potential mental disorder as early 
as possible, we can help prevent it and pro-
vide necessary professional assistance as 
quickly as possible.”

The mobile application was developed 
by Purple Forge, the leading provider of 
mobile applications to governments and 
public agencies in North America. The 
applications were developed using a state-
of-the-art mobile application content man-
agement system that will allow the applica-
tions to be updated on the fly by the 
Canada-Ukraine Foundation to share the 
latest content and information as it 
becomes available for users.

“It was critical to build the application 

rapidly due to the increasingly pressing 
mental health needs of veterans of the 
Ukrainian conflict,” said John Craig, the 
vice-president of sales and marketing for 
Purple Forge. “Mobile is also the ideal way 
to deliver these services, making it accessi-
ble across Ukraine on the devices used 
most frequently to access the Internet.”

The Canada Ukraine Foundation was 
established at the 18th Ukrainian Canadian 
Congress in order to coordinate, develop, 
organize and deliver assistance projects 
generated by Canadians and directed to 
Ukraine. CUF assists in the development of 
a democratic nation with a civil society that 
maintains and develops culture, tradition 
and language in Ukraine by strengthening 
strategic partnerships in Canada and 
Ukraine. For more information on the 
CUF’s work, see http://cufoundation.ca/.

Marianna Zajac (center), president of the Ukrainian National Women’s League of 
America, presents a $10,000 donation to the Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the 
U.S.A. for its charitable outreach projects in Ukraine. Metropolitan Antony (right) 

and Bishop Daniel accept the check.

UOC-U.S.A.

a level playing field of doing business for 
all. His first concrete move was to 
announce open and transparent competi-
tions for the chairs of 24 of 27 district state 
administrations. 

“The situation with crime is very compli-
cated,” he told the Channel 5 news network 
on the day of his appointment. “There’s a 
lot of weapons here, contraband and crimi-
nals coming from Transnistria. I have expe-
rience. In my time, we cut off contraband 
from Russia.”

However, it’s his very post as oblast state 
administration head that has made political 
players question the extent of his ability to 
achieve success. The position is largely lim-
ited to overseeing the spending of funds 
allocated from the central state budget, 
with no law enforcement authority.

“Decentralization hasn’t begun and not 
one local subunit of law enforcement – or 
any other executive body – is subordinate 
to the head of the oblast administration,” 
said Andrii Portnov, a key official in the 
administration of former President Viktor 
Yanukovych, as reported  by the vesti-ukr.
com news site on June 2. 

Yet the president has already begun to 
find ways to enhance Mr. Saakashvili’s 

authority on an informal basis, said Petro 
Oleshchuk, a political science lecturer at 
Shevchenko National University in Kyiv.

The president is reported by local media 
to be planning to appoint a new oblast 
prosecutor and a police chief to Mr. 
Saakashvili’s liking, which would enable 
him to better fulfill his goals. These officials 
were identified by the news.pn news site as 
former Georgian Prosecutor General Zurab 
Adeishvili and Internal Affairs Deputy 
Minister Oleksii Rudenko. 

“If Saakashvili sees he will lack success 
working with his authority, then I don’t see 
him working in that position,” Mr. 
Oleshchuk said. “He will have to challenge 
corruption and criminal clans. If he doesn’t, 
his tenure won’t be well-regarded.”

Yet a successful administration could 
lead to Mr. Saakashvili becoming prime 
minister, numerous political observers said. 
Finance Minister Natalie Jaresko could 
become his first vice prime minister, Mr. 
Fesenko said, adding that “so far those are 
merely political science fantasies.”

Both politicians were granted Ukrainian 
citizenship by Mr. Poroshenko in order to 
serve in the government. But Mr. 
Saakashvili’s decision to drop his Georgian 
citizenship was criticized by the current 
Georgian president, who accused him of 
insulting the Georgian nation and the office 
of the Georgian presidency.

(Continued from page 1)

Poroshenko...

Mr. Stoltenberg also said Russia’s pro-
vocative rhetoric on nuclear weapons and 
its dramatic expansion of flights by long-
range bombers were “deeply troubling.”

“Russia’s nuclear saber-rattling is unjus-
tified, destabilizing and dangerous,” the 

NATO secretary-general stated.

With reporting by Reuters, Agence 
France-Presse and the Associated Press.

Copyright 2015, RFE/RL Inc. Reprinted 
with the permission of Radio Free Europe/
Radio Liberty, 1201 Connecticut Ave. NW, 
Washington DC 20036; www.rferl.org (see 
http://www.rferl.org/content/us-biden-
defends-russia-cooperation-amid-ukraine-
crisis/27040128.html).

(Continued from page 3)

Biden defends...

Yet the president saw more in Mr. 
Saakashvili than a potential candidate to 
replace Arseniy Yatsenyuk, who experts 
widely doubt will survive in his post by the 
year’s end.

The person being replaced by Mr. 
Saakashvili, Ihor Palytsia, is a long-time 
political ally to oligarch Ihor Kolomoisky, 
Mr. Poroshenko’s biggest enemy within 
Ukraine’s borders at the moment. 

Indeed, the two billionaires are locked in a 
fierce political battle, observers said.  
Appointing Mr. Saakashvili in Odesa gives the 
president a counter-balance to Mr. 
Kolomoisky, who controls his native 
Dnipropetrovsk, Ukraine’s fourth-largest city.

“Poroshenko is trying to take the Odesa 
Oblast from Kolomoisky,” said political con-
sultant Andrii Zolotariov in a June 2 blog 
for the nv.ua news site. “Besides that, he is 

trying to create a launching pad for 
appointing Saakashvili to a higher post, 
namely in the Cabinet.”

Mr. Kolomoisky’s displeasure was appar-
ent afterwards, when he called Mr. 
Saakashvili a “temporary figure” who will 
“surrender Odesa to the Russians,” as 
reported by the lb.ua news site.

But Mr. Saakashvili is acting as though 
he has a long way to go, already declaring 
his plan to cut enough excess state adminis-
tration employees to save $200,000 annu-
ally in salaries and clean up customs cor-
ruption from the oblast’s three major ports.

“If Saakashvili starts to ruffle feathers, 
Odesa can turn from a relatively calm region 
into a source of tension,” Mr. Zolotariov 
wrote. “That’s the very risk, the possible fail-
ure of which the president will hardly take 
upon himself.”
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Ukrainian Catholic theologians discuss growth of scholarly endeavors

Ukrainian Catholic delegation
visits apostolic nuncio to Canada

by Adam DeVille

OTTAWA – Nearly two dozen theologians, thinkers, and 
writers of the Ukrainian Catholic Church from across North 
America gathered on May 8-10 in Ottawa to plan future 
endeavors, including a new scholarly society. 

Meeting at Holy Spirit Seminary in Canada’s capital, 
leading thinkers from across North America met at an 
event sponsored by the Ukrainian Patriarchal Society and 
the Metropolitan Andrey Sheptytsky Institute of Eastern 
Christian Studies, and convened by Father Andriy 
Chirovsky. 

The Ottawa Colloquium on the Future of the Ukrainian 
Greco-Catholic Church (UGCC) in North America was 
underwritten by the generous financial support of the 
Yonkers Ukrainian Federal Credit Union, the Self-Reliance 
Federal Credit Union of New York and the Heritage 
Foundation of Chicago. 

Though most of the participants were full-time academ-
ics at universities in Canada, the United States and Europe, 
the colloquium was not a typical academic conference with 
a pre-arranged slate of scholarly papers to be delivered. 
Nor was it a typical church meeting – though bishops of 
the UGCC in North America were certainly informed. 
Bishop Ken Nowakowski of New Westminster, British 
Columbia, sent written greetings. 

With much prayer and frank discussion, participants 
used nearly three days of meetings to consider a wide 
array of challenges and opportunities facing the UGCC in 
North America. Part of the time was given over to a deeper 
understanding of the strategic Vision 2020 initiative (also 
known as the Vibrant Parish Initiative), a project initiated 
by the Synod of Bishops; the colloquium voiced support for 
this effort. Such a diverse gathering of Ukrainian Greco-
Catholic Theologians of North America has never before 
been accomplished.

Serious attention was paid to the opportunities present-
ed by the 2014 Revolution of Dignity (Euro-Maidan) and 
the challenges created by the Russian invasion of Ukraine. 
Participants were deeply convinced that these are not sim-
ply political events, but that they represent widely variant 
visions of Church and society. Their impact on the life of 
the Church, not only in Ukraine but also worldwide, should 
be studied more deeply by theologians. 

Participants agreed that they would henceforth in their 

writing and teaching refer to the Church as the “Ukrainian 
Greco-Catholic Church” because the legal title of the 
Church in English (Ukrainian Greek-Catholic) is a mistrans-
lation of the Ukrainian “Українська Греко-Католицька 
Церква,” as well as the German “Griechisch-Katolische 
Kirche,” the designation given to this Church by the Austro-
Hungarian Empire several hundred years ago (not 
“Griechische Katolische Kirche”). The nomenclature has 
theological and pastoral ramifications and should not be 
taken lightly, the colloquium agreed. The use of the word 

“Greek” confuses ethnic terms with those signifying an 
inherited tradition. The usage “Greco-Catholic” has been 
endorsed for theological reasons by the Sheptytsky 
Institute’s peer-reviewed journal, Logos: a Journal of 
Eastern Christian Studies, since the early 1990s.

In the end, the participants unanimously voted to create 
a scholarly society for Ukrainian Greco-Catholic intellectual 
endeavors in and for North America. A steering committee 
was formed to explore a charter for this society and further 
details about it will be announced later this year.

Sheptytsky Institute

OTTAWA – On Friday, May 8, just before the beginning of 
the Sheptytsky Institute’s Ottawa Colloquium on the Future of 
the Ukrainian Greco-Catholic Church in North America, a del-
egation visited the apostolic nuncio, Archbishop Luigi 

Bonazzi, to inform him 
about the situation in 
Ukraine. 

The conversation was 
cordial, but forthright, the 
various Ukrainian Catholic 
leaders emphasizing that 
the Church in Ukraine 
deserves unambiguous soli-
darity from the worldwide 
Catholic Church during this 
time of foreign aggression.

The delegation under-
lined that the Catholic 
Church has long put for-
ward the Just War Theory 
that differentiates clearly 
between aggression and 
self-defense. The Ukrainian 
cause especially needs 
assistance in the struggle 
with outright disinforma-
tion disseminated by the 
Russian government with 
the assistance of the 
Moscow Patriarchate, dele-
gation members noted.

Archbishop Bonazzi was presented with the latest volume 
of Logos: A Journal of Eastern Christian Studies, in which the 
editorial by Father Andriy Chirovsky analyzes from a religious 
point of view the Maidan and the situation following the 
Russian invasion of Ukraine.

Ottawa Colloquium Participants in the Chapel of Holy Spirit Seminary: (front row, from left) Father Andriy 
Onuferko (Sheptytsky Institute), Father Ivan Kaszczak (Stamford Eparchy), Father Richard Soo (New 
Westminster Eparchy), Roma Hayda (Ukrainian Patriarchal Society), Dr. Adam DeVille (University of St. Francis), 
Dr. Suzette Brémault-Phillips (University of Alberta), Father Gregory Zubacz (Fresno Pacific University), Father 
Stephen Wojcichowsky (Sheptytsky Institute), Father Andriy Chirovsky (Sheptytsky Institute, convenor); (back 
row): Father Michael Winn (rector, Holy Spirit Seminary), Dr. Andrew Sorokowski (president, Ukrainian 
Patriarchal Society), Dr. Brian Butcher (Sheptytsky Institute), Ihor Hayda, Dr. Daniel Galadza (University of 
Vienna), Anatoliy Babynskyi (editor, Patriarkhat Magazine, Lviv), Father Roman Rytsar (Sheptytsky Institute), 
Father Alexander Laschuk (Sheptytsky Institute), Father Myroslav Tataryn (University of St. Jerome), Dr. Jaroslav 
Skira (Toronto School of Theology), Father Peter Galadza (acting director, Sheptytsky Institute) and Father Yuriy 

Avvakumov (University of Notre Dame).

At their May 8 meeting (from left) are: Anatoliy Babynskyi, editor of Patriarkhat magazine 
(Lviv); Father Andriy Chirovsky, Sheptytsky Institute (Ottawa); Archbishop Luigi Bonazzi, 
apostolic nuncio to Canada; Father Michael Winn, rector, Holy Spirit Seminary (Ottawa); 

and Dr. Andrew Sorokowski, president of the Ukrainian Patriarchal Society (Washington).

Robert Ryan

went into motion and spun the pro-democ-
racy protest as an attempted coup, and 
denied the Beijing massacre even hap-
pened.

The editorial concluded: “Around the 
world, people and governments are speak-
ing out in support of the murdered Chinese 
rights activists. We add our voice to those 
protests. But at the same, time, we are 
hopeful because, though the symbol of the 
democratic movement in China, the 
‘Goddess of Democracy,’ was smashed to 
bits in Tiananmen Square, we know that 
the spirit behind it is far from eradicated.”

In Canada, on June 10, 1989, Ukrainian 
community activists joined thousands of 
Chinese demonstrators on Parliament Hill 
in Ottawa, in an outpouring of outrage 
against the Communist regime’s repression 
of the pro-democracy movement in China. 
Waving Ukrainian blue-and-yellow flags, 
with banners that read “Ukrainians sup-
port Chinese students” and “Down with 
Communism,” the Ukrainian Canadians 
joined the crowd in venting their revulsion 
at the mass slaughter of students in Beijing 
at Tiananmen Square. 

Similar demonstrations were held 
worldwide, including in Toronto, Winnipeg, 
London and Washington.

Source: “Ukrainian students support 
Chinese,” “Democracy in China,”  The 
Ukrainian Weekly, June 18, 1989; (“Canadian 
Ukrainian support democratic activists in 
China” by Andrij Hluchowecky, The Ukrainian 
Weekly, June 25, 1989.)

(Continued from page 6)

Turning...
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by Katya Iwanik

CHICAGO – On May 8 the Ukrainian 
National Museum (UNM) in Chicago 
opened the exhibit “Conflict Zone: Ukraine. 
The War in Ukraine Through the Eyes of 
Ukrainian Photojournalists.” The exhibit 

features a selection of 50 photographs by 
13 young, Ukrainian photojournalists who 
serve on the front lines of the war in east-
ern Ukraine as correspondents. 

These powerful images depict the grim 
realities of life and death in the war zone: 
the everyday life of soldiers, the grief-

stricken faces of civilians, as well as the 
hope and resilience of the Ukrainian peo-
ple. The purpose of the exhibit is to bring 
the truth about the war to the world. 

The exhibit includes photographs by 
Ivan Bogdan, Evgeny Feldman, Alexey 
Furman, Julia Kochetova, Max Levin, 
Markian Leseiko, Evgeny Maloletka, Sergey 

Polezhaka, Oleksander Ratushniak, 
Volodymyr Shuvayev, Anatolii Stepanovv, 
Anastasia Vlasova and Petro Zadorozhnyy. 

The idea for this exhibit came from Jerry 
Kykisz, the curator at the National Veterans 
Art Museum. Mr. Kykisz is a Vietnam veter-

First prize in the portrait category in the Picture of the Year International 2015 con-
test was won by Alexey Furman for this photo (foreground).

Photojournalist Alexey Furman  addresses the audience at the Ukrainian National 
Museum.

by Nadia Sokolenko

NEW YORK – The Ukrainian Institute of America and the 
Yara Arts Group presented “Home East,” an installation by 
Waldemart Klyuzko that covered the windows of the Ukrainian 
Institute of America building with red and white tape. 

“Home is where the heart lives – a dream we construct 
all our lives. Red and white tape signals emergency and cri-
sis because our home in the east has become a dangerous 
place. Many people have left due to the state of crisis 
caused by the war in the east of Ukraine,” said Mr. Klyuzko.

“Home East” opened on May 9 and was on exhibit 
through May 11 at the Ukrainian Institute of America at 
79th Street and Fifth Avenue. 

The covering of the UIA’s windows with the internation-
al sign of warning drew the attention of New Yorkers to the 
continuing escalation of the crisis and war in the east of 
Ukraine.

From the outside during the day, New Yorkers saw the 
windows as they were covered with red and white tapes that 
were taped together into patterns by the artist. The industri-
al material was re-imagined as folk pattern and defens e. 

Every night at 9-11 p.m. the lights were turned on inside 
the Ukrainian Institute. The lights in the rooms backlit the red 
and white sheets in the windows, creating a stained-glass 
effect. This light symbolized the ray of hope that the war 

will end and people will be able to return to their homes.
May 8 is celebrated as the end of World War II in 

Europe. This year it was also the opening date of the Venice 
Biennale, one of the most important events in the art 
world. By opening on this day, the Ukrainian Institute 
announced its support for Ukraine, Ukrainian art and the 
Ukrainian Pavilion at the Biennale. The opening night of 
“Home East” included a performance by Yara Arts Group of 
poems by Serhiy Zhadan, which are part of one of the art 
pieces included in the Venice Biennale this year. 

Yara artists performed translations by Virlana Tkacz 
and Wanda Phipps. The performers included: Marina 
Celander, Sean Eden, Chris Ignacio and Maria Pleshkevich, 
as well as Julia Dobner-Pereira and Masha Pruss. They 
were accompanied by Julian Kytasty. One of the Zhadan 
poems they sang was set to music by Mariana Sadovska.

Mr. Klyuzko is an artist, photographer and videographer 
from Kyiv and a resident designer with Yara Arts Group in 
New York. He designed Yara’s “Underground Dreams,” 
which was performed in Donetsk (2013) and Kyiv (2014). 
Last summer, his “We Are All Ukraine,” an exhibit of protest 
posters in support of the demonstrations in Kyiv and pho-
tographic art inspired by the events in Ukraine, was shown 
at The Ukrainian Museum in New York. Last September his 
architectural installation with red and white tape, “Dim” 
(Home), was presented at GogolFest International 
Contemporary Arts Festival in Kyiv.Yara Arts Group presents a performance of poems by Serhiy Zhadan on the opening night of “Home East.”

Nikita Yurenev

A view of Waldemart Klyuzko’s installation “Home East” at the Ukrainian Institute of America.
Waldemart Klyuzko

“Home East” installation featured at Ukrainian Institute of America

“Confl ict Zone: Ukraine” photo exhibit shows the war in eastern Ukraine

(Continued on page 16)
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Ukrainian President Petro Poroshenko 
made the announcement on May 30 at a 
televised event in the region’s capital city of 
Odesa alongside Mr. Saakashvili, calling the 
former Georgian president a “great friend of 
Ukraine.” Interfax reports Mr. Poroshenko 
also signed a decree granting Mr. Saakashvili 
Ukrainian citizenship. The announcement 
followed a recommendation by Mr. 
Poroshenko’s Cabinet that Mr. Saakashvili 
lead the Odesa region. Mr. Saakashvili was 
Georgia’s president during its brief 2008 
war with Russia over the Moscow-backed 
breakaway Georgian region of South 
Ossetia. Many Western officials see that con-
flict as a precursor to the Kremlin’s seizure 
and annexation of Ukraine’s Crimea territo-
ry in March 2014 and the ensuing war 
between Kyiv’s forces and pro-Russian reb-
els in eastern Ukraine that has killed more 
than 6,100 people since April 2014. A fierce 
and relentless critic of Russian President 
Vladimir Putin, Mr. Saakashvili is loathed by 
officials in Moscow and regularly mocked on 
state-run Russian television. Mr. Saakashvili 
has been serving as the head of Ukraine’s 
Consultative International Council of 
Reforms since February. (RFE/RL, with 
reporting by Interfax and RIA Novosti)

Economic competitiveness drops

LAUSANNE, Switzerland – According to a 
global ranking, Russia and Ukraine have 
seen their economic competitiveness plum-
met over the past year. The annual ranking 
released on May 27 by the Swiss-based 

Institute for Management Development 
(IMD) showed that Russia fell from 38th 
place to 45th out of the 61 countries. And 
Ukraine nose-dived 11 spots, landing at 
60th place, ahead of Venezuela. IMD said 
the drops “highlight the negative impact 
that armed conflict and the accompanying 
higher market volatility have on competi-
tiveness in an increasingly interconnected 
international economy.” After the Russian 
annexation of Ukraine’s Crimea peninsula 
in March 2014, the West imposed sanc-
tions on Russia that limited its access to 
foreign capital and technologies. The IMD 
ranking also showed that the United States 
maintained the top spot, followed by Hong 
Kong and Singapore. (RFE/RL, based on 
reporting by Agence France-Presse)

U.N.: At least 6,400 killed in war

UNITED NATIONS – The United Nations 
has raised its death toll estimate for the 
conflict in Ukraine to more than 6,400 – an 
increase of at least 300 people since its last 
report on fatalities caused by fighting 
between Ukrainian government forces and 
Russian-backed separatists. In its June 1 
report, the U.N. human rights office said the 
death toll since fighting broke out in east-
ern Ukraine in mid-April 2014 is now at 
least 6,417, despite a decrease in indis-
criminate shelling since a fragile truce deal 
was agreed in Minsk in February. The U.N. 
report those killed include at least 626 
women and girls, and that another 15,962 
people have been wounded. The report 
specifies that the latest figures are “a con-
servative estimate and the actual numbers 
could be considerably higher.” It also says 
about 5 million people are suffering from 

the consequences of the conflict, including 
1.2 million people who have been displaced 
inside the war-ravaged country. (RFE/RL, 
based on reporting by Agence France-
Presse and Reuters)

Report: Kremlin used fake satellite photos 

LONDON – A team of independent inves-
tigators from Britain has determined that 
Russia’s Defense Ministry released doc-
tored satellite photos with falsified dates as 
evidence to support its claim that 
Ukrainian government forces shot down 
Malaysia Airlines flight MH17 in eastern 
Ukraine in July 2014. The report was 
released on May 31 by British citizen jour-
nalist Eliot Higgins and his website, 
Bellingcat. It consists of digital forensic 
analysis of satellite photos released by the 
Kremlin four days after the July 2014 crash 
and later published on the Russian Defense 
Ministry’s official website. The Bellingcat 
report concludes that the photographs 
released by Moscow “were digitally modi-
fied using Adobe Photoshop CS5 software.” 
An independent team of Dutch investiga-
tors that has visited the crash site will pres-
ent its findings in October. (RFE/RL) 

UCC applauds additional aid for Ukraine

OTTAWA – The Ukrainian Canadian 
Congress (UCC) on May 12 said it applauds 
the announcement by Canada’s Minister of 
Foreign Affairs Rob Nicholson of additional 
support by Canada to Ukraine. Visiting 
Ukraine on May 11-12, Minister Nicholson 
met with President Petro Poroshenko, 
Prime Minister Arseniy Yatsenyuk and 
Foreign Affairs Minister Pavlo Klimkin. He 
also visited a military hospital and met 
with representatives of Ukrainian civil soci-
ety organizations.  Mr.  Nicholson 
announced a call for proposals, “to support 
the competitiveness of small and medium-
sized enterprises in Ukraine,” valued at up 
to $30 million in total over six years. The 
call is open to Canadian organization or 
Canadian-led consortia, and can include 
partnerships with Canadian provinces 
and/or Ukrainian-Canadian diaspora orga-
nizations. He also announced Canadian 
government funding for the following proj-
ects: $12 million to the Chornobyl Shelter 
Fund, part of the package created by the 
G-7 during the Chornobyl Pledging 
Conference in April; $5 million for the proj-
ect Countering Transnational Organized 
Crime in Ukraine, “to enhance Ukraine’s 
border security by increasing its monitor-
ing, enforcement and patrol capacities 
through training and the provision of tar-
geted equipment”; $3.5 million for the proj-
ect Strengthening Nuclear Security in 
Ukraine; and $1.2 million in project funding 
to “support the efforts of Canadian doctors 
and other medical personnel to build 
capacity within the medical system of 
Ukraine’s Ministry of Defense. “On behalf of 
the Ukrainian Canadian community, I thank 
the government of Canada for the contin-
ued strong support for Ukraine as the peo-
ple of Ukraine bravely fight Russian inva-
sion, economic and information warfare,” 
stated Paul Grod, National President of the 
UCC. In late April, Minister of Citizenship 
and Immigration Chris Alexander 
announced in Kyiv the “Partnership for 
Local Economic Development and 
Governance Project,” valued at up to $19.7 
million over six years. Implemented by the 
Federation of Canadian Municipalities, the 
“project will promote effective democratic 
governance and economic development at 
the local level in four different regions of 
Ukraine.” (Ukrainian Canadian Congress)

Ukrainian universities among world’s best

KYIV – The rating of the best universities 
in the world includes six Ukrainian universi-
ties. International experts ranked 800 of the 
best universities of the world in 2014-2015. 
Higher education institutions were com-
pared in the QS World University Rankings, 
based on four criteria that are most inter-

esting to future students: research, teaching, 
employment and international perspective. 
The following Ukrainian universities made 
the list: National Taras Shevchenko 
University (421st place), Karazin Kharkiv 
National University (481st), National 
Technical University of Ukraine Kyiv 
Polytechnic Institute (551st), Sumy State 
University (651st), National Technical 
University Kharkiv Polytechnic Institute and 
Donetsk National University (both in 701st 
place). The Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology was recognized as the best and 
the most prestigious university; Cambridge 
University in England was second, followed 
by Imperial College London in third, Harvard 
University in fourth and Oxford University in 
England in fifth. (Ukraine Today)

89 from EU on Russia’s blacklist 

MOSCOW – A Russian opposition law-
maker has said in a formal inquiry that 
Foreign Affairs Minister Sergei Lavrov 
needs to explain why 89 politicians from 17 
European countries have been banned 
from entering Russia. Lawmaker Dmitry 
Gudkov said on May 31 that Lavrov also 
needed to confirm the names of all 89 indi-
viduals included in the ban. The blacklist 
comes amid tensions between Moscow and 
the West over Russia’s seizure and annexa-
tion of Crimea in March 2014 and its sup-
port for pro-Russian separatists in eastern 
Ukraine. The EU has imposed sanctions, 
including asset freezes and travel bans, on 
151 Russians and pro-Russian Ukrainians. 
A Russian Foreign Ministry official con-
firmed that lists of banned individuals had 
been sent to EU states. The list includes 
past and serving European parliamentari-
ans and ministers who have been outspo-
ken critics of President Vladimir Putin and 
Russia’s actions in Ukraine. TASS quoted 
the unidentified official as saying the black-
list “was done in answer to the sanctions 
campaign that has been waged in relation 
to Russia by several states of the European 
Union headed by Germany.”  (RFE/RL, with 
reporting by TASS and Interfax)

EU reacts to Russian blacklist

BRUSSELS – A spokesperson for EU for-
eign policy chief Federica Mogherini said on 
May 30 that Russia’s creation of a blacklist 
of persons banned from entering the coun-
try was “totally arbitrary and unjustified, 
especially in the absence of any further clar-
ification and transparency.” Berlin said it 
demanded clarification from Moscow, add-
ing that people on the list had a right to 
know why they have been included so they 
can take appropriate legal action. “At a time 
when we are trying to defuse a bitter and 
dangerous conflict in the heart of Europe, 
this does not help,” German Foreign Affairs 
Minister Frank-Walter Steinmeier said dur-
ing a visit to Ukraine. According to Swedish 
Foreign Affairs Minister Margot Wallstroem, 
“It is very striking behavior, which unfortu-
nately does not improve Russia’s image, and 
we have asked for a clarification for this 
conduct.” Meanwhile, the European politi-
cians who discovered they were on the 
blacklist said they were proud of being 
included. Anna Maria Corazza Bildt, a mem-
ber of the European Parliament (MEP) and 
wife of former Swedish Foreign Affairs 
Minister Carl Bildt, said, “Those who try to 
censor us and make us scared for standing 
up for values deserve even more criticism.” 
Former Czech Foreign Affairs Minister Karel 
Schwarzenberg said, “When I saw the other 
names [on the list], I found out I was in a 
very decent club.” German MEP Rebecca 
Harms, who has previously been turned 
away by Russia, said the list targets politi-
cians who are campaigning for Ukraine and 
for human rights, democracy, and civil soci-
ety in Russia. “Clearly,” Ms. Harms added, 
“Vladimir Putin sees honest criticism over 
his authoritarian approach as a threat to his 
power.” (RFE/RL, with reporting by the 
Associated Press, Agence France-Presse and 
Deutsche Presse-Agentur)

(Continued from page 2)
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Stephen was a long-time member of the Ukrainian 
National Home and the Community Center of Jersey City, where he 
served as a member on the board of directors. 

Stephan was a WW II veteran and served with the 83 infantry division. 
He was wounded in the invasion of Normandy and again at the battle of 
Bastone.

The members of the Ukrainian National Home and the Community 
Center send their condolences to the wife Jacqueline and children 
Jennifer, Stephen and Jacquie.

May He rest in peace!

With deep sorrow we announce that 

Stephan Peter 
SMOTRYCZ, JR.

died April 24, 2015. 
He was born June 15 1925 in Jersey City, NJ. 

DEATH ANNOUNCEMENTS
Death announcements should be sent to the Advertising Department by 

e-mail to adukr@optonline.net or by fax to 973-644-9510.
Deadline: Tuesday noon before the newspaper’s date of issue.

For further information call 973-292-9800, ext. 3040.

corruption leads directly to and can trigger 
a “color revolution.” Therefore, non-govern-
mental organizations (NGOs) like 
Transparency International were included 
in the newly approved list of “undesirable 
organizations” (Novaya Gazeta, May 26). 

International investigations of fraud and 
money laundering are seen as means of 
putting pressure on Russia, so the recent 
exposure of the culture of corruption in the 
international soccer organization FIFA has 
encountered loud protests from the 
Kremlin (Gazeta.ru, May 29).

These attempts at curtailing the flow of 
information and persecuting the dissemina-
tors of politically undesirable news (includ-
ing bloggers) might appear old-fashioned 
and inspired by Soviet-era KGB practices, 
which are held dear by Mr. Putin and his 
henchmen. They are, nevertheless, more 
effective than the spread of Internet-based 
social networks would suggest – and not 

only due to the impact of their vicious pro-
paganda but also because the mass produc-
tion of “patriotic” illusions has left many 
people disoriented and averse to facts and 
figures that puncture these illusions and 
leave them with feelings of foreboding 
disaster (Slon.ru, May 28). The Kremlin 
exploits this disorientation and presents its 
curtailing of Russians’ access to public infor-
mation as a response to social “demand.” 

But in orchestrating the stigmatization 
of dissidents, who persist in digging up the 
truth about Russia’s decay and corruption, 
the Kremlin becomes a consumer of its 
own propaganda. Living the lie of Putinism, 
Russia may appear strong and determined 
to defy the allegedly hostile West, but the 
falsity of this unity is revealed by the popu-
lation’s indifferent acceptance of the 
supreme decision to deny honor to the 
country’s fallen soldiers.

The article above is reprinted from 
Eurasia Daily Monitor with permission from 
its publisher, the Jamestown Foundation, 
www.jamestown.org.

(Continued from page 2)

Russia curtails...

immigration, and I went to represent 
Canada at the 75th anniversary commemo-
ration of the Holodomor Famine-Genocide 
and the opening of the Holodomor monu-
ment in Kyiv.

I was very involved in getting Canada to 
recognize the genocidal nature of the 
Holodomor, and so I was very touched to 
be there to see that.

When you went to Ukraine in 2013, 
you were citizenship and immigration 
minister.

I’ve been multiculturalism minister for 
nine years so I’ve always had a very close 
connection to the Ukrainian community, 
which I always say is kind of the first 
among equals in terms of Canada’s ethnic 
communities. It’s the community that 
defined multiculturalism. 

The guy who actually introduced the 
term into Parliament was [the late] Paul 
Yuzyk, son of Ukrainian immigrants who 
[obtained] a Ph.D. in [history]. 

[Former Canadian Prime Minister John] 
Diefenbaker appointed him to the Senate [in 
1963] and I’ve created the Paul Yuzyk Award 
for Multiculturalism to recognize his vision.

Is it unprecedented that a Canadian 
minister changes portfolios but retains 
the multiculturalism file?

(Laughs) I’m pretty sure I’m the first and 
last minister of defense and multicultural-
ism.

Was that at your request?

No, not per se. But it’s work I’ve become 
very attached to and have a long-standing 
and deep relationship with. 

I can pick up the phone and call key lead-
ers in virtually every ethno-cultural com-
munity, and I’m on a first name basis with 
them so I think the prime minister thought 
I’ve become indispensable in that role. 
That’s never a good thing to be. (Laughs)

What’s your ethnic background?

Mainly Irish, which is why I love under-
dogs. And that’s why I have a special heart 
for the Ukrainians, who are underdogs of 
history as well.

Ukrainian Americans are interested 
in Canada’s close relationship with 
Ukraine and how it is that you and the 
prime minister are such strong and 
vocal allies of Ukraine.

The United States is 10 times our size, 
yet we have sent [Ukraine] more in terms 
of non-kinetic military equipment; we’re 
sending as many trainers. 

It’s fair to say that we’ve been the most 
forward-leaning Western democracy, diplo-
matically and politically – and then there’s 
the strength of and response of the 
Ukrainian community in Canada. Even 
those who are fifth-generation Canadians 
of Ukrainian origin are incredibly proud of 
their roots. And the reason for that is dur-
ing the tsarist Russification of eastern 
Ukraine and then Soviet Russification 
through the seven decades of Soviet occu-
pation, Ukrainians in Canada – most of 
whom were from western Ukraine, the 
nationalist part – felt a special obligation to 
maintain the Ukrainian language and cul-
ture in a way that people could not back in 
their home country. They’ve always been 
very tenacious about that, and this has 
obviously informed our political culture 
and our consciousness of Ukraine. 

But I’ll be blunt with you. Guys like 
Stephen Harper and I got into politics as 
young people partly because during the 
Cold War we felt high moral stakes were 
involved.

Unlike the Canadian left, we Canadian 
conservatives never adopted a posture of 
moral equivalence [with the Soviet Union] 
during the Cold War. So I think we look at 
[Russian President Vladimir] Putin’s 
aggression through that lens. 

What do you make of Ukraine’s going 
back and forth in seeking NATO mem-
bership?

I think it’s reflective of an understand-
able and legitimate domestic political 
debate. We don’t dictate to Ukraine what 
they should do. We would be very happy if 
Ukraine were to decide to pursue NATO 
membership.

I know different governments and pub-
lic opinion have shifted back and forth and 
I can understand why. Many Ukrainians 
always felt a special attachment to Russia, 
which is understandable, and are nervous 
about the huge implications of NATO mem-
bership. 

But our position is this: If a country like 
Ukraine decides to join NATO, we should 
have an open-door policy and we would 
heartily embrace that alliance.

It must be frustrating watching Putin 
grab Crimea and move on to other parts 
of eastern Ukraine while NATO is left at 
a standstill.

We can’t do anything in Ukraine, but we 
can do things around Ukraine in Eastern 
Europe, which is why we [the Canadian 
Armed Forces] have Operation Reassurance 
that is designed to send a message of deter-
mination and deterrence to Vladimir Putin.

We have 200 Canadian Army troops on 
exercises in Romania, and have also been 
situated in Poland and the Baltic states. 
We’ve had Canadian CF-18s flying air-polic-
ing missions over the Baltics and had 
Canadian frigates, like HMCS Fredericton, 
on patrols in the Black Sea, Mediterranean 
and Baltic seas.

[In June], we’re going to be sending 

about 1,000 Canadian troops to NATO joint 
training exercises throughout Europe.

All of this stuff is designed to send a 
message to Mr. Putin that NATO is not 
going to tolerate a replication of his back-
door invasion of Ukraine on NATO territory, 
such as in the Baltic states where there are 
Russian minorities.

What could NATO do if Putin contin-
ued to press on into Ukraine?

Because Ukraine is not a NATO ally we 
don’t have any legal basis to interfere, nor 
does the Ukrainian government have any 
basis to seek NATO assistance. 

However, various countries are providing 
different kinds of assistance directly, such as 
an enormous amount of [non-lethal] equip-
ment we flew over [to Ukraine]. 

I just met with the Chief of [the General] 
Staff and Commander-in-Chief of the 
Ukrainian Armed Forces, Viktor Muzhenko, 
who was just effusive in his praise of Canada.

He told me because of the winter gear 
we provided – 30,000 coats, 70,000 pairs of 
Gore-Tex boots – they were able to marshal 

a third deployment in the critical winter 
months on the eastern front. 

That stuff has been very helpful, and the 
training will be as well.

Has Ukraine asked for arms?

President [Petro] Poroshenko was here 
in September and I attended the expanded 
bi-lat [bilateral meeting] with him. He did 
not ask for arms. 

What he asked for were radar-satellite 
images, and within a week of me becoming 
minister of defense in February, we began 
to furnish Ukraine with regular timely 
packages of high-resolution images of loca-
tions they’ve identified along the eastern 
border with Russia. 

President Poroshenko has made a 
generic ask of friendly countries for kinetic 
military equipment. But frankly we don’t 
have warehouses of operable surplus 
equipment in our military to send over 
there. The non-kinetic equipment we’ve 
sent has been purchased on the market 
through a special Department of Foreign 
Affairs fund.

Our position is that all options with 
respect to actual arms are on the table. But 
Canada will not act alone.

Obviously, we will require at least one 
other ally to decide to participate in provid-
ing Ukrainians with arms – with kinetic 
equipment. There is no consensus among 
any of our allies in that respect, and we 
think it would be very imprudent for 
Canada to act in isolation in that regard.

Would the U.S. be the natural ally?

Um, I think historically, that’s fair to say.
Realistically now?

The position of many of our allies is to 
wait and hope the [2015] Minsk II agree-
ment [between Ukraine, Russia, France and 
Germany addressing the ongoing war in 
Ukraine’s Donbas region] works.

Our view is one of a high degree of skep-
ticism. Putin and the thugs he is supporting 
in eastern Ukraine have already clearly vio-
lated the Minsk II agreement.

How do you see the situation in 
Ukraine unfolding?

We’re all concerned that spring will 
bring a new outbreak of Russian-backed 
violence in eastern Ukraine.

We certainly hope not. But our message 
to Vladimir Putin is don’t miscalculate. 
Diplomatic agreements plus a message of 
deterrence will stop this kind of aggression.

“It’s fair to say that we’ve been the most forward-
leaning Western democracy, diplomatically and 
politically, [toward Ukraine] – and then there’s 
the strength of and response of the Ukrainian 
community in Canada. Even those who are fifth-
generation Canadians of Ukrainian origin are 
incredibly proud of their roots.”

(Continued from page 1)

Canadian defense...
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Soccer
• Ukraine’s under-20 National Team is in second place in 

Group A after winning 6-0 against Myanmar on June 2 at the 
U-20 FIFA World Cup in Whangarei, N.Z. Ukraine scored all 
six goals during the second half within the span of 20 min-
utes (Roman Yaremchuk – 51st minute; Valerii Luchkevych 
– 54th; Viktor Kovalenko – 57th, 77th; Eduard Sobol – 
68th; and Artem Biesiedin – 71st).  Ukraine tied 0-0 with 
New Zealand on May 30 at Northland Events Center in 
Auckland. The other team in Group A, the U.S.A., plays 
Ukraine on June 5 in Auckland.

• Crimean soccer officials reported that UEFA, the 
European soccer governing body, approved the creation of 
a new league on the annexed territory. Georgii A. Ilyakov, a 
representative of the Crimean soccer association said an 
eight-team league is proposed under UEFA. UEFA has not 
admitted to giving approval, but the principle of the plan 
was supported as a “special zone.” 

Chess
• Maria Muzychuk, 22, of Stryi, Ukraine, won the world 

chess championship in Sochi, Russia, on April 5.  In the 
final, Muzychuk played against Natalia Pogonina of Russia 
to a draw after scoring 2.5:1.5. With the win at the 2015 
Women’s World Chess Championship, Muzychuk was 
granted the title of Grandmaster with a FIDE score of 2528.  
She also qualifies for the Chess World Cup in Baku, 
Azerbaijan, on September 10-October 4.

• Ukraine’s team finished in second place with 21 points 
after nine matches at the World Team Championship on 
April 18-29 in Tsaghadzor, Armenia. Ukraine won five 
matches, tied two and lost two. Ukraine’s team of 
Grandmasters included Ruslan Ponomariov, Vasyl 
Ivanchuk, Pavel Eljanov, Yuriy Kryvoruchko and Alexander 
Moiseenko. 

• Ukraine’s women’s team finished in fifth place at the 
World Women’s Team Chess Championship on April 18-29 
in Chegdu, China. After nine matches, Ukraine’s women 
(Anna Muzychuk, Mariya Muzychuk, Anna Ushenina, 
Natalia Zhukova, Inna Gaponenko and captain Michail 
Brodsky) finished with 20 points, with four wins, two draws 
and two three losses.

• Valery Neverov was awarded a trophy for best seniors 
(with points above 6.5) at the European Chess 
Championship in Jerusalem, Israel, on February 23-March 8.  

Kickboxing
• Sergei Lascenko, 27, was shot and killed in Odesa on 

April 8. Lascenko competed internationally since 2009, his 
most recent fight being in October 2014 with a win at the 
KOK Heavyweight tournament title. He had a career record 
of 33 wins, 14 loss, and 15 KO. The minister of internal 
affairs of the Odesa Oblast said Lascenko died of multiple 
gun shots that cut his carotid artery, and was pronounced 
dead on April 8 at Odesa Jewish Hospital. The shooting was 
reported to be the result of a quarrel on Deribasovska 
Street in Odesa between local citizens and a group of eight 
from the Caucusus. Lascenko is survived by his wife and 
their 18-month old child.

Mixed martial arts
• Straweight (115 pounds) Maryna “The Iron Woman” 

Moroz (6-0, 1 KO in the MMA, 1-0 UFC) won with a first-
round armbar submission against previously undefeated 
Joanne Calderwood (9-1 MMA, 1-1 UFC) of Scotland on April 
11 at UFC Fight Night 64 in Krakow Arena in Krakow, Poland.  
The 23-year-old, five-foot-seven Ukrainian hails from 
Dnipropetrovsk and fights under YK Promotion. Since begin-
ning her professional career with a fight in November 2013, 
which she won by second-round submission, all of her other 
fights have been won in the first round, with one TKO win 
after a doctor stopped the fight.  After her latest win Moroz is 
ranked ninth by the UFC in her weight class, and she has 
challenged the champion in her division, Joanna Jedrzejczyk. 
Moroz has a sports science degree, is an experienced boxing 
coach for the Olympic reserve team and was a member of 
the Ukrainian National Boxing Team, earning a Master of 
Sport in Boxing and Master of Sport in Kickboxing.

Judo
• Georgii Zantaraia (66 kg) won against Dzmitry 

Shershan of Belarus at the World Masters judo competition 
in Rabat, Morocco, on May 23-24. Svitlana Iaromka (+78 kg) 
lost to Kanae Yamabe of Japan in the semifinal and finished 
in fifth place. Maryna Cherniak (48 kg) lost to Paula Pareto 
of Argentina in the semifinal and finished in fifth place.

• Svitlana Iaromka (+78 kg) won gold at the Judo Grand 
Slam in Baku, Azerbaijan, on May 8-10. In the final, 
Iaromka won against Stana Pakenyte of Lithuania.

• Iakiv Khammo (+100 kg) and Georgii Zantaraia (66 
kg) won gold medals in their respective weight divisions at 
the International Judo Federation Grand Prix in Zagreb, 
Croatia, on May 1-3. In the final, Khammo defeated Vladut 
Simonescu of Romania and Zantaraia defeated Sebastian 
Seidl of Germany. Victoriia Turks won silver in the women’s 
78-kg division after losing to Anamari Velensek of Slovenia 
in the final. 

• At the Grand Prix in Samsan, Turkey, on March 27-29, 
Victoriia Turks tied with Luise Malzahn of Germany for 
bronze in the women’s 78-kg division.

• Maryna Cherniak (48 kg) won gold at the Judo Grand 
Prix in Tbilisi, Georgia, on March 20-22, after defeating 
Julia Figueroa of Spain in the final. Svitlana Iaromka (+78 
kg) won silver, Oleksandr Gordiienko tied for third place 
with Aslan Kambiev of Russia in the +100-kg division, and 
Georgii Zantaraia tied with Tarlan Karimov of Azerbaijan 
(66 kg) for third place.

Rhythmic gymnastics
• Ganna Rizatdinova won silver in the clubs discipline 

(18.4 points) and finished in fourth place in ball at the 31st 
European Championships at the Multi-Sport Complex 
Minsk Arena in Minsk, Belarus, on May 1-3. Rizatdinova, 
Viktoriia Mazur and Eleonora Romanova won bronze in 
the team competition with 139.798 points. 

Fencing
• Olga Kharlan won first place at the Moscow saber 

Grand Prix on May 29-31 in Moscow. In the final, Kharlan 
defeated Yana Egorian of Russia 15-10. 

• Olga Kharlan finished in third place in saber at the 
World Cup of Fencing in Beijing, China, on May 1. In the 
semifinal, Kharlan lost 7-15 against tournament champion 
Sofya Velikaya of Russia. Ukraine’s women’s saber team 
(Kharlan, Alina Komaschuk, Olha Zhovnir and Olena 
Kravatska) lost to France 40-45 in the final of the World 
Cup of Fencing in Beijing on May 3. In the semifinal, 
Ukraine won 45-27 against the U.S.A., finishing in second 
place with 52 points. 

• In the men’s SNCF Resau Challenge in Paris on May 3, 
Ukraine’s men’s saber team finished in eighth place. In the 
seventh-place match, Ukraine lost to Venezuela 45-42.

• Ukraine’s men’s saber team finished in 12th place after 
losing to Belarus 45-44 at World Cup of Fencing in Madrid 
on May 3. Ukraine won 45-41 against Mexico in the lead-up 
match and lost to the U.S.A. 45-41 in the run for ninth place.

• Ukraine’s men’s foil team finished in 10th place at the 
World Cup of Fencing in Taubebischofsheim, Germany, on 
May 3. In the ninth-place match, Ukraine lost to Canada 
36-45. In the lead-up, Ukraine won 45-27 against Hungary 
and won 31-30 against Japan.

• Yana Shemyakina finished in eighth place in epee at 
the World Cup of Fencing in Johannesburg, South Africa, on 
May 1. Shemyakina lost to Injeong Choi of Korea 12-15 in 
the quarterfinal. In team epee competition, Ukraine won 
fifth place, after winning 38-32 against the U.S.A. In the 
lead-up, Ukraine defeated Russia 45-43.

• Yulia Svystil finished in fourth place in junior women’s 
epee at the International Fencing Federation (FIE) Junior 
World Championship in Tashkent, Uzbekistan, on April 5-7. 
In the quarterfinal match, Svystil won 15-13 against 
Victoria Kezemenkova of Russia, and in the semifinal, 
Svystil lost 8-15 against this year’s tournament champion, 
Coraline Vitalis of France. In junior men’s saber, Kostiantyn 
Voronov lost 13-15 in the Round of 16 by Francesco 
Bonsanto of Italy, and Bogdan Platonov lost 14-15 against 
Blaint Kossuth of Hungary in the Round of 32. In junior 
women’s saber, Mariya Tsymbota lost in the Round of 64, 
and Dinana Zalevska did not advance past the Round of 32. 
In junior men’s epee, Yan Sych lost in the Round of 16 
against Harrison Nichols of Great Britain 9-15. Volodymyr 
Stankevych, also in junior men’s epee, lost 11-15 against 
Yulen Pereira of Spain in the Round of 32. 

• Alla Gryschyk lost in the semifinal 11-15 against Kinga 
Nagy of Hungary in the women’s cadet epee event at the 
International Fencing Federation (FIE) Cadet World 
Championships in Tashkent, Uzbekistan, on April 1-3. In 
the quarterfinal, Gryschyk won 15-13 against Kim Treudt-
Goesser of Germany. Darja Varfolomeyeva of Ukraine lost 
to Laura Fekete of Hungary 13-15 in the round of 64. 
Yevgeniy Gorbachuk lost in the quarterfinal match in men’s 
cadet epee against Bence Bende of Hungary 8-15. 
Gorbachuk won 15-11 in the Round of 16 against Charles 
Horowitz of the U.S.A. In men’s cadet saber, Yevgen 
Tryfonov lost 5-15 in the quarterfinal match against 
Alberto Aprino of Italy. 

• Olga Kharlan won first place in the women’s saber 
event after defeating Ibtihaj Muhmmad of the U.S.A. 15-9 in 

the final at the fencing Grand Prix in Seoul, South Korea, on 
March 28. Kharlan won 15-11 against Sofya Velikaya of 
Russia in the semifinal, won 15-5 in the quarterfinal 
against Anna Marton of Hungary and won 15-6 against 
Galyna Pundyk of Ukraine in the Round of 16. Pundyk won 
15-12 agianst Lucrezia Sinigalia of Italy in the Round of 64 
and won 15-13 against Irene Vecchi of Italy in the Round of 
32. Andriy Yagodka was eliminated in the Round of 16 after 
he lost 12-15 aginast Alexey Yakimenko of Russia. Yagodka 
won 15-9 against Luigi Miracco of Italy in the Round of 64 
and won 15-6 against Junmo Sung of South Korea in the 
Round of 32.

Canoe/kayak
• Ukraine’s canoe and kayak team won six medals at the 

European Canoe Association Championships in Racice, 
Czech Republic, on May 1-3. Pavlo Altukhov won bronze in 
men’s 1,000-meter canoe sprint, Ukraine’s women’s kayak 
team (Naruaa Kichasova, Anastasiia Todorova, Mariya 
Povkh and Inna Hryshchun) won silver in the women’s 
500-meters race; Dmytro Ianchuk and Taras Mishchuk 
won gold in the men’s 1,000-meter canoe sprint; and 
Ukraine’s men’s canoe team (Denys Kovalenko, Ianchuk, 
Elnyr Akhadov and Eduard Shemetylo) won bronze in the 
1,000-meters. Pavlo Altukhov won bronze in the men’s 
500-meter canoe sprint, and Ianchuk and Mishchuk won 
silver in the men’s 500-meter canoe sprint. The competi-
tion attracted 650 competitors from across Europe.

Rowing
• Ukraine finished in second place (5:46.260 seconds) in 

men’s quadruple sculls at the European Rowing 
Championship on May 29-31 in Poznan, Poland. The team 
of Dmytro Mikhay, Artem Morozov, Olexandr Nadtoka and 
Ivan Dovgodko also holds the world record time at the 
2014 event with 5:32.260 seconds. Ukraine’s Sergii Gryn 
and Ivan Futryk won third place in the men’s double scull 
pairs race, finishing in 6:15.800 seconds. 

Taekwondo
• Ukraine’s Iryna Romoldanova (46 kg) won 5-0 in the 

semifinal against Kyriaki Kouttouki of Cyrpus at the 2015 
World Taekwondo Champiosnhips in Chelyabinsk, Russia, 
on May 12-18. 

• Mykola Nabyt and Anton Shvets won second and third 
place, respectively, in the senior males 75-kg division at the 
European Para-Taekwondo Championships in Chisinau, 
Moldova, on April 17-21. Viktoria Marchuk won third place 
in the women’s 49-kg division. In the female team rankings, 
Ukraine finished in sixth place with France, and the male 
senior team also finished in sixth place. Combined (men 
and women), Ukraine finished in fifth place.

• The Ukraine Open Cup 2015 tournament was held in 
Dniprodzerzhinsk, Ukraine, on April 10-12. In the 63 kg 
division, Mykola Bilyi won first place, with Vyacheslav 
Storchak and Dmytro Govorun tied for third place; in the 
68 kg division, Hryorii Husarov tied with Diogo Silva of 
Brazil for third place; in the 74 kg division, Artem 
Marchenko won first place and Iurii Savenko tied with 
Roman Zaitev of Moldova for third place; in the 87 kg divi-
sion, Vadym Bielkin won second place, and Giorgiy 
Zibzibadze tied with Talha Muhammet Sari of Turkey for 
third place. In the women’s competition, Darya Yakovleva 
(62 kg) won second place; Maryna Konieva (+73 kg) won 
second place, while Alyona Burchak tied with Asma Ayse of 
Turkey for third place. In the junior male category, Maksym 
Nosulya (59 kg) won 14-0 against Danylo Solodkyi; Bogdan 
Dotsenko (63 kg) won 3-2 in the final against Nichita Ursu 
of Moldova, and Denys Neroda and Oleksandr Scherbyna 
tied for third place; Kostiantyn Kostenevich (68 kg) won 
17-5 in the final against Dmytro Ryabinin, and Nikita 
Suhachov and Illya Kulyk tied for third place; and Andrei 
Garbar (-78 kg) won 5-3 against Alexandr Lupu of 
Moldova. In junior women’s, Lyubava Ilchyk won 97 
against Direk Ilayda of Turkey, and Anastasiya Dymshakova 
and Anastasia Zaremba tied for third place. In male cadets, 
Bogdan Tykhonov (37 kg) won 7-1 against Rodion 
Radionov, and Dmytro Mindov tied with Oleg Mamatov for 
third place; Maksym Piachynta (41  kg) won 7-3 against 
Yevgeniy Kurcherenko, and Viacheslav Roletrskyi tied with 
Mykyta Zhuplyov for third place; Vlas Chesha (49 kg) won 
3-0 against Oleksiy Gorovetskyy, and Vitalii Mukha tied 
with Vladyslav Petrov for third place; Dmytro Meschuk (53 
kg) won 1-0 against Oleksandr Stolanov, and Andriy 
Chertkov tied with Mykyta Adamchuk for third place; and 
Vladyslav Yerko (61 kg) won first place and Danylo Tretyak 
won second place. In female cadets, Darya Riabtseva (33 
kg) won 3-2 against Karina Klivak; and Tetyana Dykina (47 
kg) won 14-1 against Felicia Kartal of Sweden.
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PARSIPPANY, N.J. – Violinists from 
Ukraine, Oleksii Semenenko and Vladyslava 
Luchenko, finished as second-prize winner 
(Belgian Federal Government Prize valued 
at 20,000 euros) and semifinalist, respec-
tively, at the Queen Elizabeth Competitions 
in Brussels that were held on May 4-30. The 
competition featured concerto and recital 
performances by 62 candidates – 34 women 
and 28 men – from 19 different countries.

Mr. Semenenko trained in Ukraine, and 
continued studies at the Hochschule fur 
Musik in Cologne, Germany, under Zakhar 
Bron and Harald Schoneweg. He plays a 
Carlo Ferdinando Landolfi (1770) violin, on 
loan from the Deutsche Stiftung Musikleben.

In 2010 he won third laureate at the 
Paganini Moscow International Competition, 
in 2012 he won the Young Concert Artists 
International Auditions in New York, and 
earlier this year he won the International 
Boris Goldstein Competition in Berne, 
Switzerland.

His performance schedule has brought 
him to such venues as Merkin Hall in New 
York, Kennedy Center in Washington and 
the Gardner Museum in Boston. He is also 
scheduled to appear this summer at the 
Festspiele Mecklenburg-Vorpommern that 
is held from June through September.

He has performed as a soloist with the 
Moscow Virtuosi, the National Symphony 
Orchestra of Ukraine and the Russian 
Philharmonic Orchestra (which is conduct-

ed by the pro-Putin Vladimir Spivakov). As 
a chamber musician, Mr. Semenenko found-
ed the Stolyarsky Quartet, which has 
appeared in Russia, Ukraine, France, 
Switzerland and Malta. 

Ms. Luchenko, who hails from Kyiv, 
attended the Mykola Lysenko Music High 
School, and debuted at the age of 11 as a 
soloist with the Kyiv Philharmonic 
Orchestra. She graduated from the Zurcher 
Hochschule in 2012, also studying under 
Prof. Bron. She continued her studies at the 

Hanns Eisler Academy of Music in Berlin, 
under the instruction of Prof. S. Picard.

She has won numerous international vio-
lin competitions. In 2010 Ms. Luchenko won 
first prize at the Rahn Music competition 
and second prize at the T. Varga 
International Violin Competition in 
Martigny. In 2011 she won the study prize 
at the Migros Culture Percentage instru-
mentalists competition in Zurich.

As a soloist, Ms. Luchenko has per-
formed with the Ukrainian State and Radio 

Orchestra, the Verbier Festival Orchestra 
and the Lucern Symphony Orchestra. She is 
sponsored by the Marguerite Meister 
Foundation and the Rahn Culture Fund.

The Queen Elizabeth Competitions, in 
addition to violin, will feature piano (2016), 
cello (2017) and voice (2018). The competi-
tion is 75 years old and was begun in 1937 by 
Queen Elizabeth of Belgium and is currently 
under the patronage of Queen Mathilde. For 
more information, readers may visit the 
competition’s website at www.cmireb.be

Violinist from Ukraine finishes second at Belgian competition

Queen Mathilde of Belgium congratu-
lates Oleksii Semenenko on his second-
place finish at the Queen Elizabeth 

Competition for violin.
Oleksii Semenenko during the concerto 

competition.Semifinalist Vladyslava Luchenko.

facebook.com/QEIMCBelgium

PARSIPPANY, N.J. – The 2015 National 
Ukrainian Canadian Students’ Union 
(SUSK) Congress was held May 7-10 at 
McGill University in Montreal.

During the congress, delegates heard a 
presentation by Eugene Czolij, president of 
the Ukrainian World Congress, about a stu-
dent’s role in the community. Mr. Czolij also 
answered questions from the delegates.

The Ukrainian Catholic Education 
Foundation was a major supporter of the event, 
as was the Ukrainian Canadian Congress – 
Montreal branch, and the Ukrainian National 
Federation – Montreal branch. 

The new board members include: Cassian 
Soltykevych, president; Anastasia Hnatyuk, 
vice-president finance; Borys Bilaniuk, vice-

president East; Alex Prokopchuk, vice-presi-
dent Central; Andrea Dacko, vice-president 
West; Anton Waschuk, internal relations 
director; Dayra Naumova, external relations 
director; Inga Bekbudova, media director; 
Connor Moen, project director; and Christine 
Czoli, past president of SUSK.

The congress sessions began on May 8, 
included: “Current Ukraine: Historical, 
Economic and Social Sides of the Story” 
(with Dr. Roman Serbyn and Dr. Natalia 
Patsiurko); “Current Ukraine: Helping 
Ukraine and Getting Involved”; reports by 
SUSK executive members; a workshop on 
social media tools for students, led by 

PARSIPPANY, N.J. – Classical guitarist 
Marko Topchii, 24, won the International 
Gredos San Diego Classical Guitar 
Competition on May 14 in Madrid. The 
competition featured three categories – 
firm program, free program and guitar con-
certo. Masataka Suganuma of Japan won 
second place, and Younho Kim of South 
Korea won third place.

Mr. Topchii has now won his 25th inter-
national competition. Having competed 
since he was 11, Mr. Topchii performed on 
May 24 with the German Radio 
Philharmonic Orchestra in Ratheim, 
Germany, and on April 30 he performed in 
New York at Carnegie Hall’s Weill Recital 
Hall as part of the D’Addario Performance 
Series concerts.

His performance at the competition can 
be viewed at https://www.youtube.com/

watch?v=-AP_4tSnpmk. More clips can be 
found on the competition’s Facebook page, 
https://www.facebook.com/concursogui-
tarragsd.

Mr. Topchii hails from Kyiv, completed 
his master’s degree at the National 
University of Arts in Kharkiv in 2011 and is 
pursing a doctorate at the Tchaikovsky 
National Academy of Music in Kyiv, study-
ing with Prof. Yuri Alexik. He has won more 
than 50 awards worldwide in international 
guitar competitions, including 25 first-
place finishes. Since 2012 he has been 
sponsored by D’Addario strings and plays 
guitars made by Karl-Heinz Roemmich, 
Yuichi Imai and Sakurai Kohno.

Mr. Topchii won first place in the audi-
ence prize at the Concours de Guiitare en 
Pay Taranais in Albi, France, on March 7-8.

Montreal hosts SUSK Congress,  
with focus on technology, community

Mark Topchii of Kyiv wins
classical guitar competition in Madrid

Marko Topchii receives the first-place 
award at the International Gredos San 
Diego Classical Guitar Competition in 

Madrid.

Marko Topchii competes on classical gui-
tar in Madrid at the International Gredos 
San Diego Classical Guitar Competition.

Facebook.com/concursoguitarragsd

Ashley Halko-Addley and Angelina Smolynec make new contacts at the networking 
event during the SUSK Congress.

Romana Sucha

(Continued on page 16)
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Further information:  e-мail: stnicholas2@verizon.net • www.st-nicholas-church.org • 
www.facebook.com/StNicholasUkrainianChurch • Twitter: @StNickWilmDE

cordially invite you to the

Charity Dinner Fundraiser
to bene� t Ukrainian internally displaced and wounded people

June 15, 2015 (from 5 pm to 7 pm)
Address: 6400 Old Centreville Rd, Centreville, VA 20121
(close to the intersection of 28S and New Braddock Rd)

Enjoy amazing home-made traditional Ukrainian food for a great cause! 
United Help Ukraine volunteers will provide a delicious Ukrainian dinner, 
talk about their fundraising e� orts and sell beautiful Ukrainian souvenirs. 

 Some silent auctions of artwork will also be conducted.  
RSVP requested (but not required) by June 10th, 2015 

to UnitedHelpUkraine@gmail.com 
For more information about Untied Help Ukraine please visit our website at 

www.unitedhelpukraine.org 
or like us on Facebook at www.facebook.com/UnitedHelpUkraine.org 

If you are unable to come to the charity dinner but would like 
to contribute to United Help Ukraine’s humanitarian aid 

fund, please donate at www.unitedhelpukraine.org
United Help Ukraine is a non-pro� t organization created in 2014. We have applied for IRS 
501(c)(3) tax exempt status. Our exemption application is currently pending. � is means 

that all current donations to UHU during the pendency of our application will become tax-
deductible retroactively if we ultimately qualify for the exemption.

and

an and has overseen photo exhibits from 
conflict zones around the world. UNM 
approached Alexey Furman, a Ukrainian 
photojournalist and Fulbright scholar who 
is studying at the Missouri School of 

(Continued from page 11)

“Conflict Zone...”

them for such actions. They would be at 
risk only if they lost power.

But criminal cases are “an entirely differ-
ent thing.” They are something that Mr. 
Putin and his entourage “fear like fire” 
because despite “all their self-confidence, 
Russian rulers like the leaders of any other 
developing country headed by a corrupt 
military band are firmly integrated in the 
Western world. There is their money, prop-
erty, children and services.”

To be sure, Mr. Portnikov explains, they 
understand that “against a particular group 
of people may be introduced political sanc-
tions which can then be lifted, but criminal 
prosecution remains outside of political con-
flict.” And consequently, for such elites, Mr. 
Putin’s among them, it is “not comme il faut.”

Such elites have enough self-awareness, 
Mr. Portnikov says, that “they understand 
that in the contemporary world, they are 
not masters but petty thieves… and if in 
politics they can show their weight with 
the help of death, then in ordinary life they 
have nothing to oppose criminal prosecu-
tion in the West, except perhaps for war.”

Mr. Putin has particular reason to under-
stand this equation, the Ukrainian commen-
tator says, as he rose to power because he, 
unlike others in Boris Yeltsin’s circle, showed 
himself able to prevent the first Russian 
president from having to face the criminal 
charges that he himself feared most.

“Now a similar danger threatens Putin 
himself or those closest to him,” and that is 
why he and his regime are reacting so sharp-
ly to the FIFA arrests, Mr. Portnikov says, 
adding that the whole case shows something 
else as well: “In the West, they understand 
where his button is” and how to push it.

(Continued from page 6)

FIFA corruption...

Journalism, to recruit his colleagues for this 
exhibit. 

Mr. Furman’s photographs have previous-
ly appeared in publications such as National 
Geographic Magazine Ukraine, Time, The 
New York Times and The Washington Post. 
His photo of a shell-shocked woman from a 
hospital in Mykolayivka, which is included in 
the exhibit, won first place in the portrait 
category of the Picture of the Year 
International 2015 contest. 

The speakers at the opening included 
Lydia Tkaczuk, UNM president; Maria 
Klimchak, UNM curator; Larysa Gerasko, 
consul general of Ukraine in Chicago; Mr. 
Kykisz; Mr. Furman; and Walter Tun of 
Selfreliance Ukrainian American Federal 
Credit Union. 

Mr. Furman gave a first-hand account of 
the work and dangers faced by correspon-
dents in the conflict zone. He related the 
story of a seriously injured Ukrainian sol-
dier who urged him: “Alexey! No retreat, 
only forward!” 

The speakers were complemented by a 
moving literary-musical performance of 
“Requiem in the Rain” by the theatrical 
group “Istina” under the direction of Lina 
Mytnychuk. 

Most powerful, however, are the photo-
graphs themselves. They bring the viewer 
face to face with the harsh reality of war, 
but at the same time provide belief in victo-
ry and a hope for a better future.

The exhibit at the Ukrainian National 
Museum in Chicago runs through May 30. 
Support for the exhibit is provided by the 
Independence Fund and Selfreliance 
Ukrainian American Federal Credit Union 
of Chicago. The organizers plan to display 
the exhibit in cities throughout the United 
States, including in colleges and universi-
ties. Those wishing to host the exhibit 
should contact the Ukrainian National 
Museum at info@ukrainiannationalmu-
suem.org.

TO ALL MEMBERS OF UNA BRANCH 362
As of June 1, 2015, the secretary’s duties of Branch 362, were assumed by 

Maria Luba Walchuk.
We ask all members of this Branch to direct all correspondence regarding 

membership and insurance to the address listed below:
Mrs. Maria Luba Walchuk 
3 John Dr., Annandale, NJ 08801 
(908) 872-6822

Cassian Soltykevych and Romana Suchy; 
and a second workshop on leadership skill 
for students with Katherine Smolynec. The 
day’s sessions were capped off by a net-
working event hosted by the Ukrainian 
National Federation – Montreal branch.

On May 9, the film “Ukrainians in Quebec” 
by Yurij Luhovy was screened, followed by a 
discussion with Simon Kouklewsky. 
Following the SUSK executive elections, and 
an afternoon spent visiting Montreal, dele-
gates heard the results of the elections during 
a reception that featured a keynote address 
by former SUSK President Artem Luhovy 
and a dance (zabava) with music by Skopa.

Founded in 1953, SUSK is a Canadian 
national student organization comprising  
Ukrainian student organizations at post-

secondary institutions across Canada. The 
purpose of the organization is to coordi-
nate projects and resources of Ukrainian 
student organizations, as well as to “advo-
cate concerns relevant to Ukrainian 
Canadian students.” 

In essence, SUSK serves as a coordinat-
ing body for Ukrainian students’ organiza-
tions providing a national forum in which 
their concerns are discussed. SUSK repre-
sents Ukrainian Canadian students as an 
organized body, providing resources to 
start a Ukrainian student organization, a 
forum to discuss ideas and advertise 
events, information about sources of fund-
ing for clubs and events, a list of Ukrainian 
Canadian scholarships and awards for stu-
dents to see, and coordination of events on 
a national level to bring more awareness.

For more information about SUSK, read-
ers can visit www.susk.ca or media@susk.
ca.

(Continued from page 15)

Montreal hosts...
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by Anna Chalabarczuk

MELBOURNE, Australia – Fresh from 
performing sell-out shows throughout 
Australia, Lehenda Ukrainian Dance 
Company is bringing its spellbinding new 
production “Kazka” to Canada and the 
United States this summer.

Lehenda, the exciting new Kozak dance 
phenomenon from Down Under, will tour 
from June 29 to July 12, and will be per-
forming in Toronto, Chicago, Wilmington, 
Del., New York and at the Ukrainian Cultural 
Festival at the Soyuzivka Heritage Center. 

“A fairytale of love, loss ...and a mysteri-
ous blue fox” – that’s the intriguing descrip-
tion of the theme for “Kazka,” an original 
folk ballet inspired by traditional Ukrainian 
fairytales. The contemporary dance pro-
duction is the creation of Producer and 
Artistic Director Melanie Moravski 

Dechnicz, one of only two Australian-born 
recipients of the Ukrainian president’s 
Merited Artist of Ukraine award.

In producing “Kazka,” Ms. Dechnicz 
presents a new and unique full-length folk 
ballet that captivates and engages young 
and old alike. For the dancers of the 
Melbourne-based company, it provides an 
extraordinary opportunity to showcase tra-
ditional Ukrainian dance and folklore in a 
fresh and creative way. It is a tale of love, 
betrayal and supernatural spirits, where 
woodland creatures dance in the moon-
light and young maidens toss garlands of 
flowers into a river to foretell whence their 
lover will appear.

“Kazka” is the creation of a group of tal-
ented young Australian Ukrainians, includ-
ing the acclaimed composer, conductor and 
New York resident Nicholas Buc, who cre-
ated the original score in between touring 

The Kozaks arrive to fetch their horses and invite Ivan to go to war with them.
Dina & Oleg Deshin

Australia’s Lehenda Ukrainian Dance Company bringing its new production to North America

and conducting Disney’s “Pixar in Concert, 
Psycho and Star Trek: Live in Concert.” Also 
based in New York is the production’s set 
and graphic designer, Stephan Moravski, a 
graduate of New York University’s Tisch 
School of the Arts, who currently assists 
opera set designer Paul Steinberg and 
works as a studio designer at Tiffany & Co. 

Making “Kazka” a reality has been a pas-
sionate undertaking by a team of around 
60 individuals, who have come together 
voluntarily with a common vision to pro-
mote their rich culture and heritage 
through dance.

It is this love of Ukrainian dance that 
inspired these dedicated dancers to come 
together in February last year to join the 
newly formed Lehenda. The majority of 
dancers are young members of Ukrainian 
communities in Melbourne and Geelong, as 
well as non-Ukrainians from a diverse range 
of dance backgrounds and experience.

In just one year Lehenda has quickly 
risen to become Australia’s premier 
Ukrainian dance ensemble. It is a young 
and energetic team that has, in a short peri-
od of time, developed a reputation for its 
professionalism, smart choreography and a 
love of performance. It is these attributes 
that see Lehenda regularly invited to per-
form at high-profile mainstream arts 

events, such as the Piers Festival, 
Melbourne Fringe Festival and White Night 
Melbourne.

As Lehenda’s first full-length production, 
“Kazka” is a huge and exciting undertaking 
for its dancers and production partners. 
Not only do the dancers rehearse an aver-
age of two to three times a week, but they 
also volunteer their time assisting in the 
construction of sets and the making of 
props. Even friends and parents of dancers 
have become involved, volunteering their 
time and offering hands-on assistance with 
costumes and props.

So come see the blue fox dance and expe-
rience a supernatural tale of romance and 
misfortune. Performances will be presented 
in: the Toronto area – Monday, June 29, at 
Hammerson Hall, Living Arts Center, 
Mississauga; the Chicago area – Thursday, 
July 2, at North Shore Center for Performing 
Arts, Skokie; Wilmington – Tuesday, July 7, 
at Copeland Hall, Grand Opera House; and 
New York – Thursday, July 9, at Skirball 
Center for the Performing Arts.

Tickets: are $35 for adults, $25 for stu-
dents and seniors, and $20 for children 
under age 12.

For more information, visit lehenda.
com/kazka; for bookings see lehenda.com/
kazkabookings.

by Marta Farion

CHICAGO – The Ukrainian Institute of Modern Art in 
Chicago hosted an evening of poetry with Vasyl Makhno 
and Oleksandr Fraze-Frazenko before an audience of com-
munity literature enthusiasts, who came to hear the poets 
on May 12 despite a last-minute notice. 

After readings of their poetry, the authors were reward-
ed with enthusiastic applause and a lively discussion, as 
the listeners were inspired by their exploration of the 
beauty, nuances and elegance of the Ukrainian language. 

Both authors recited their own works, and they offered a 
special treat, as Mr. Fraze-Frazenko accompanied readings 
by Mr. Makhno on a flute and clarinet. 

The poetry had a cathartic effect on the listeners, with 
references to the fleeting nature of life, the mysteries of 
human nature, the universal need for love, the process of 
understanding one’s identity as individuals and as 
Ukrainian immigrants, and as Ukrainians at this time of 
Russia’s aggression. 

The authors were in Chicago to interview poets Oleh 
Kowerko and Yuri Kolomayets for a film about the New 

York Group, a Ukrainian émigré avant-garde group of post-
World War II writers, described in the book “Literature, 
Exile, Alterity: The New York Group of Ukrainian Poets,” by 
Maria Rewakowicz (Academic Studies Press, 2014). 

The New York Group included Ukrainian poets Bohdan 
Boychuk, Yurii Tarnawsky, Bohdan Rubchak, Emma 
Andiievska, Vira Vovk, Mr. Kolomayets, Mr. Kowerko, 
Marko Carynnyk, Maria Rewakowicz and others. The 
group also included some Ukrainian artists, such as 
Bohdan Pevny, Yaroslava Gerulak and Jurij Solovij.

Mr. Makhno, poet, essayist and translator, was born in 
Chortkiv, Ukraine. He is the author of numerous collections 
of poetry, including “Winter Letters and Other Poems” 
(2011), and “I Want to be Jazz and Rock’n’Roll” (2013). He 
has also published the books of essays, “The Gertrude Stein 
Memorial Cultural and Recreation Park” (2006) and “Horn 
of Plenty” (2011). 

Mr. Makhno has translated Zbigniew Harbert’s and 
Janusz Szuber’s poetry from Polish into Ukrainian. His own 
poems and essays have been translated into 25 languages, 
and he is the 2013 recipient of Serbia’s Povele Morave Prize 
in Poetry. Mr. Makhno currently lives in New York City.

Mr. Fraze-Frazenko, poet, screenwriter, cinematogra-
pher, singer and translator – a man of many gifts – repre-
sents the younger generation of poets from Ukraine. At the 
presentation, he recited his poetry, which is filled with lyri-
cism that fascinates with the strength of his conviction. 

Mr. Fraze-Frazenko shared his admiration of the New 
York Group of poets, who searched for contemporary 
forms of expression in the Ukrainian language, while scat-
tered throughout the diaspora after the war. He noted that 
writers in Ukraine were isolated and did not know their 
work until later, when the poets of the 1960s were influ-
enced by them. 

At the Ukrainian Institute of Modern Art (from left) are: Vasyl Makhno, Yurii Kolomayets, Oleksandr Fraze-
Frazenko and Oleh Kowerko.

Marta Farion

 UIMA hosts poets Vasyl Makhno and Oleksandr Fraze-Frazenko
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Through June 28 Art exhibit, “Sergey Kolisnyk and Konstantin Kravchuk: 
Chicago Tempera Painting and Jewelry Art,” Ukrainian National
 Museum, 312-421-8020

June 10 “Concert for the Ukrainian People,” Berklee
Boston  Performance Center, 617-747-2261

June 11 Wine Tasting and Food Pairing evening, with wine 
Ottawa aficionado Peter Klym, Ukrainian National Federation –
 Ottawa-Gatineau branch, cedar@sympatico.ca or
 olya.helen@gmail.com

June 11 Meeting with Yosef Zisels, Ukrainian Congress 
New York Committee of America, facebook.com/ucca.org or 
 212-228-6840 

June 12-14 Folklore Festival, featuring Lviv, Ukraine, Pavilion, 
Kingston, ON Ukrainian Canadian Club of Kingston, Regiopolis Notre
 Dame Catholic High School,
 613-549-5060

June 12-14 KinoFilmFest Alberta 2015, Cosmopolitan Music 
Edmonton, AB  Society, 780-488-8558 or www.acuarts.ca/events.htm

June 13 Golf tournament, Ukrainian American Sports Center – 
Ambler, PA Tryzub, Limekiln Golf Club, www.tryzub.org

June 13 Performance, “Jewish Musical Traditions in Ukraine and
New York the Development of the ‘Nightsongs’ Project,” with
 Michael Alpert and Julian Kytasty, The Ukrainian
 Museum, www.ukrainianmuseum.org or 212-228-0110

June 13 Discussion, “Humanitarian Crisis in Ukraine: Surviving 
New York the War and Living After It,” Shevchenko Scientific
 Society, 212-254-5130

June 13-14 44th annual Texas Folklife Festival, with performance by 
San Antonio, TX the Ukrainian San Antonio Veselka Dancers, Institute of
 Texan Cultures, 210-458-2300 or
 www.texancultures.com

June 14 Ukrainian Village BBQ, Ukrainian Canadian Care Center, 
Toronto 647-725-0844 or www.stdemetrius.ca

June 14-19 Senior’s Week, Ukrainian National Association, 
Kerhonkson, NY Soyuzivka Heritage Center, 845-626-5641 or 
 973-292-9800 ext. 3071
 
June 19 Golf classic, United for Ukraine charity, Whitetail 
Mundare, AB Crossing Golf Course, 780-497-4373

June 19-21 Yonkers Ukrainian Heritage Festival, St. Michael 
Yonkers, NY Ukrainian Catholic Church, 
 www.yonkersukrainianfestival.org

June 21 Father’s Day Ukrainian Fest, U.S. Adult Soccer
Horsham, PA Association’s Region 1 U.S. Open Cup and U.S.
 Amateur Cup matches, Ukrainian American Sports
 Center Tryzub, 267-664-3857 or www.tryzub.org

June 23 Father Michael Luchka Memorial Golf Classic, Royal
Toronto Woodbine Golf Club, www.delasalleoaklands.org/golf2015

June 27 Ukrainian Festival, Assumption of the Blessed Virgin 
Perth Amboy, NJ Mary Ukrainian Catholic Church, 
 www.assumptioncatholicchurch.net or 732-826-0767

June 27-28 Lemko Vatra, Organization for the Defense of 
Ellenville, NY Lemko Western Ukraine, Ukrainian American Youth
 Association camp, www.lemko-ool.com or 
 845-647-7230

June 28 Ukrainian Night, Ukrainian Congress Committee of
East Meadow, NY America – Long Island Branch, Eisenhower Park, 
 516-428-1381

Entries in “Out and About” are listed free of charge. Priority is given to events 
advertised in The Ukrainian Weekly. However, we also welcome submissions 
from all our readers. Items will be published at the discretion of the editors 
and as space allows. Please send e-mail to mdubas@ukrweekly.com.
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PREVIEW OF EVENTS
Saturday, June 13

NEW YORK: The Shevchenko Scientific Society invites all to 
the forum “Humanitarian Crisis in Ukraine: Surviving the War 
and Living After It,” which will address the current humanitar-
ian crisis in Ukraine and the effects of the war on the combat-
ants and the civilians. With the war in full swing for months, 
the spotlight of public debates, in Ukraine and in the West, has 
been on the military conflict and its direct casualties: the dead 
and the wounded. Leading experts who have been involved in 
the Ukrainian crisis in various capacities will discuss the psy-
chological trauma inflicted by the war and ways to deal with it. 
The forum will include four panel participants: Roman 
Torgovitsky, Ph.D., Philip Bednarczyk, Anders Corr, Ph.D., and 
Andrea Chalupa. The event will be moderated by Prof. Iryna 
Vushko. The forum will take place at the society’s building, at 
 63 Fourth Ave (between Ninth and 10th streets) at 5 p.m. For 
additional information call 212-254-5130.

Sunday, June 21

HORSHAM, Pa.: The popular Father’s Day Ukrainian Fest will 
commence at 1 p.m., at “Tryzubivka” (Ukrainian American 
Sport Center, County Line and Lower State roads). The 2 p.m. 
stage show will feature the Voloshky School of Ukrainian 
Dance, Chervoni Maky School of Ukrainian Dance, Karpaty 
Orchestra and more to be announced. A zabava-dance to the 
tunes of the orchestra will follow. There will be plentiful 
Ukrainian homemade foods and baked goods, picnic fare and 
cool refreshments. Enjoy the U.S. Adult Soccer Association’s 
Region 1 U.S. Open Cup and U.S. Amateur Cup (U.S. national 
championship quarterfinals) games throughout the after-

noon. There is free admission and parking for all venues. For 
information call 267-664-3857 or e-mail eluciw@comcast.
net; see also the Tryzub website at www.tryzub.org, or its 
Facebook page “Tryzub UkrainianClub.”

Saturday, June 27

PERTH AMBOY, N.J.: A Ukrainian Cultural Festival will be 
held at Assumption Catholic Church, 684 Alta Vista Place, 
from noon to 9 p.m. The festival will feature dazzling perfor-
mances of traditional Ukrainian dances by school and parish 
dancers at 1 p.m. and 3 p.m. in the school hall. There will also 
be delicious home-made Ukrainian food, Ukrainian beer, deli-
cious desserts, vendors, a church tour, live music throughout 
the event by singer Pavlo Doskoch, a Merited Artist of 
Ukraine, a beautiful baskets raffle and 50/50 raffle. Admission 
to the festival is free. To register for a vendor’s table ($75 per 
table) or for more information call 732-826-0767 or visit 
www.assumptioncatholicchurch.net

Sunday, June 28

EAST MEADOW, N.Y.: The Long Island branch of the 
Ukrainian Congress Committee of America, along with Self 
Reliance Federal Credit Union and the Nassau County 
Department of Parks and Recreation, will host an annual 
event at Eisenhower Park (Parking Fields 6 and 6A) featuring 
virtuoso xylophonist Roman Lankios, the Syzokryli Ukrainian 
Dance Ensemble, violinist Inessa Dekajlo and vocalist Yulia 
Stupen. This is a free event and the shows starts at 7 p.m. 
Contact Andrea Pyszczymuka at 516-428-1381 for further 
information.

PREVIEW OF EVENTS GUIDELINES
Preview of Events is a listing of community events open to the public. It is a service provided at minimal cost ($20 
per listing) by The Ukrainian Weekly to the Ukrainian community.  Items must be no more than 100 words long. 

Preview items must be received no later than one week before the desired date of publication (i.e., they must 
be received by 9 am Monday morning). Please include payment for each time the item is to appear and indicate 
date(s) of issue(s) in which the item is to be published. Also, senders are asked to include the phone number of a 
person who may be contacted by The Weekly during daytime hours, as well as their complete mailing address. 

Information should be sent to preview@ukrweekly.com. When e-mailing, please do not send items as attach-
ments – simply type the text into the body of the e-mail message. Preview items and payments may be mailed to: 
Preview of Events, The Ukrainian Weekly, 2200 Route 10, P.O. Box 280, Parsippany, NJ 07054.

10 Year Term 
Life Insurance*

For instant quotes call
888-538-2833

*  Not available in all states.

  Minimum policy $20,000
  Issue age 16-85
  In Maryland, the issue ages are 46-85
  Premium rates will not go up. 
  Payable for 10 years

Term Coverage at Extra Affordable Rates!

2200 Route 10, Parsippany, NJ 07054
General information – 800-253-9862
www.UkrainianNationalAssociation.org
facebook.com/UkrainianNationalAssociation

The Ukrainian National Association, Inc.

10 Reasons to 
Buy Term Insurance

Reason #1: You own a home
Reason #2: You’re in debt
Reason #3: Marriage
Reason #4: A new baby
Reason #5: You buy a bigger home
Reason #6: A promotion
Reason #7: A growing family
Reason #8: A new job
Reason #9: You become widowed 
          or divorced
Reason #10: Retirement

Term Life Insurance provides a solution for you 
temporary life insurance needs, protecting you 
and your family for a specifi c period. Payout 
only within term of policy.

Monthly premiums for $100,000 policy.

Age Male Female
   non smoker non smoker

 35 $10.33 $9.45
 40 $12.86 $11.11
 45 $17.33 $14.18
 50 $24.68 $18.29
 55 $34.93 $24.15

Rates!Rates!
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Subscribe to

For an additional 
$5 get an online 
subscription as well

Published by the Ukrainian 
National Association

Please contact Subscription Dept. 
Tel.: 973-292-9800 ext. 3040

$90 per year 
$80 for UNA 
members


