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Presidential Administration of Ukraine

KYIV – Ukraine’s President Petro 
Poroshenko met with Ukrainian World 
Congress (UWC) leaders – President Eugene 
Czolij and Secretary General Stefan Romaniw 
– and Ukrainian Canadian Congress 
President Pavlo Grod in Kyiv on June 10.

Mr. Poroshenko noted that the UWC is a 
powerful force in the protection of Ukraine’s 
interests in the world. “It is a pleasure that we 
coordinate our efforts in various spheres so 
efficiently,” the president said, adding that this 
relates in particular to the issues of volunteer 
assistance to the military and provision of 
technical equipment to Ukrainian troops.

Mr. Poroshenko noted the necessity of 
countering Russian propaganda and pro-

moting objective information on events in 
Ukraine. “Telling the truth to people all over 
the world is an extremely important mis-
sion not only for the Ukrainian president, 
Foreign Affairs Ministry, government and 
civil organizations, but also for the diaspo-
ra, the opinion of which plays a significant 
role,” he emphasized.

The president once again noted the 
importance of powerful armed forces, and 
the unity and solidarity of the Ukrainian 
nation inside the country and all over the 
world, as well as global partners’ strong 
position of support for Ukraine. “We must 
work on it every day,” Mr. Poroshenko 
added. 

Poroshenko and UWC leaders
discuss advocating Ukraine’s interests

by Zenon Zawada

KYIV – Ukraine’s Parliament voted on 
June 18 to approve President Petro 
Poroshenko’s request to dismiss Valentyn 
Nalyvaichenko as head of the Security 
Service of Ukraine (SBU), the country’s 
leading national security body.

While the president argued that Mr. 
Nalyvaichenko had failed to fulfill his 
responsibilities, Mr. Poroshenko’s critics 
argued that the dismissal was revenge for 
Mr. Nalyvaichenko’s unapproved attempts 
to eliminate the president’s allies – alleged 
to be corrupt – from both the SBU and the 
Procurator General’s Office.

The conflict over Mr. Nalyvaichenko was 
the biggest since the coalition government 
emerged in November 2014 and threatens 
its future stability. The president will likely 
appoint someone loyal to him to replace 
Mr. Nalyvaichenko in order to strengthen 
his hierarchy of power, observers said.

“The new SBU head will be very loyal to 
Poroshenko. He didn’t force Nalyvaichenko’s 
dismissal so that just anyone would take 
his place, or at any rate someone who 
wouldn’t call himself one of the president’s 
men,” said Yevhen Magda, the director of 
the Center for Societal Relations in Kyiv.

Mr. Nalyvaichenko took over as SBU head 
on February 24, 2014, as part of the interim 
government that came to power after the 
flight of former President Viktor Yanukovych. 
He was not replaced by President 
Poroshenko when he was elected in June of 
last year, though selecting the SBU head is 
within the president’s authority.

“Poroshenko knew Nalyvaichenko but 
he had no issues and he suited him well at 
the time,” said Petro Oleshchuk, a political 
science lecturer at Shevchenko National 
University in Kyiv. “Nalyvaichenko was with 
[Vitali] Klitschko and they were all part of 
one team. It’s also possible that keeping 
Nalyvaichenko was one of the demands 
placed by [Dmytro] Firtash on Poroshenko.”

It’s now well-known that Mr. Firtash, 
among Ukraine’s biggest oligarchs, met with 
Mr. Poroshenko and Mr. Klitschko, the chair 
of the Ukrainian Democratic Alliance for 
Reform (UDAR), in Vienna in late March 

Verkhovna Rada dismisses
Nalyvaichenko from SBU

(Continued on page 8)

Valentyn Nalyvaichenko
Szczurekk

Australia-Ukraine Chamber of Commerce to open in Kyiv
AFUO

KYIV – The Australia-Ukraine Chamber 
of Commerce will be fully operational by 
the end of 2015 to pursue business oppor-
tunities between Australia and Ukraine, it 
was announced in Kyiv on June 11.

According to the Australian Federation 
of Ukrainian Organizations (AFUO), which 
initiated the project, Dr. Petro Matiaszek, a 
lawyer who has a 20-year background in 
Ukraine’s corporate and public affairs 
spheres, will act as the Kyiv-based presi-
dent of the Australia-Ukraine Chamber of 
Commerce, and Pete Shmigel will be its 
Sydney-based interim chair.

AFUO President Stefan Romaniw, speak-
ing in Kyiv on June 11, said: “The Australia-
Ukraine Chamber of Commerce is a vital 
step for Australia-Ukraine ties. It will 
become a key facilitator for Australian busi-
nesses seeking opportunities in Ukraine 
and vice versa. It will help grow the current 

$150 million trade relationship for the ben-
efit of both countries. It will support the 
new Australian Embassy in its trade work 
in any way that it can.”

 “We believe there is every reason to be 
confident about Australia-Ukraine business 
ties because Ukraine features high educa-
tion and skill levels, good English levels, 
extremely competitive cost and labor struc-
tures, a strong resource base, and strong 
international support for a peaceful future,” 
Mr. Romaniw added.

Dr Matiaszek commented: “A reformist 
administration in Ukraine understands the 
need for business engagement, transparen-
cy and policy certainty, and the doors are 
now open to a wide range of trade and 
investment opportunities between Australia 
and Ukraine.”

He said that “market feedback suggests 
many potential areas of mutual benefit,” 
including international education, aviation, 
aerospace, mining services, resources (such 

as manganese, gas and uranium), hospitali-
ty, fashion, outsourcing of services and 
manufacturing, agriculture, as well as gov-
ernance systems.

 “The current period shows just how 
resilient and innovative Ukrainian business 
is, and smart investors currently have 
abundant, low-barrier opportunities for 
future realization,” Dr. Matiaszek noted.

Mr. Romaniw, Dr. Matiaszek and Sydney-
based, Ukraine-born research analyst 
Kateryna Kharovska were to be in Kyiv to 
brief Australian and Ukrainian government 
officials and business contacts on the new 
development. An inaugural business round-
table was to be held in Kyiv – with 
Ambassador Doug Trappett as special guest 
– to discuss opportunities for business.

A key milestone for the newly initiated 
Australia-Ukraine Chamber of Commerce will 
be organizing a business delegation exchange 
later this year and advocating visa reform 
for travel between Australia and Ukraine.

Petro Matiaszek, newly named president 
of the Australia-Ukraine Chamber of 

Commerce.

President Petro Poroshenko, with members of his administration, and leaders of the 
Ukrainian World Congress and Ukrainian Canadian Congress during their meeting in Kyiv.

Presidential Administration of Ukraine

(Continued on page 8)
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EU to extend sanctions on Russia 

BRUSSELS – Meeting in Brussels, 
European Union ambassadors have agreed 
to extend economic sanctions on Russia by 
another six months to the end of January 
2016, and prolong an investment ban on 
Crimea for another year. EU foreign minis-
ters are expected to approve the six-month 
extension of the economic sanctions hitting 
Russia’s energy, financial, and military sec-
tor at a meeting in Luxembourg on June 22. 
The Crimea measures, prohibiting EU com-
panies from investing and importing from 
the peninsula, can be given the green light 
already on June 19. The sanctions were 
imposed for one year in July 2014 in 
response to Russia’s annexation of 
Ukraine’s Crimean Peninsula in March and 
its alleged support for pro-Russian separat-
ists in Ukraine. In March, EU heads of gov-
ernment decided that the duration of the 
restrictive measures against Russia would 
be linked to the complete implementation 
of the Minsk agreement. (RFE/RL)

Kerry, Lavrov discuss ceasefire 

WASHINGTON – U.S. Secretary of State 
John Kerry has pressed his Russian coun-
terpart, Sergei Lavrov, to ensure that 
Moscow respects the ceasefire in eastern 
Ukraine, the U.S. State Department said. In 
a June 16 telephone call to Foreign Affairs 
Minister Lavrov, Secretary Kerry “urged 
Russia to seize the opportunity of upcom-
ing meetings of the Trilateral Contact 
Group and its Working Groups to accelerate 
progress on implementing the Minsk 
agreements,” which were signed in 
February, said department spokesman John 
Kirby. Moscow denies supporting the rebel 
campaign, but it has agreed to terms that 
by the end of the year would give Kyiv back 
control of a 400-kilometer stretch of the 
Russia-Ukrainian frontier that Russian-
backed insurgents allegedly use to smuggle 
in weapons and tanks. In the conversation, 
Mr. Lavrov stressed the importance of 
“establishing a direct dialogue between the 
[Kyiv] government and the self-proclaimed 
unrecognized Donetsk and Luhansk peo-
ple’s republics,” the Russian Foreign Affairs 
Ministry said. (RFE/RL, based on reporting 
by Agence France-Presse and TASS)

Separatists man checkpoints with children

KYIV – A spokesman for the Special 
Monitoring Mission to Ukraine of the 
Organization for Security and Cooperation 
in Europe (OSCE) has said that pro-Russian 
separatists in the east of the country use 
children to man some checkpoints, and 
some of them carry weapons. Michael 
Bociurkiw told a news conference in Kyiv 
on June 11 that it was the second time 
recently that OSCE monitors saw children, 
this time during a visit to the village of 
Shyrokyne. “During that most recent visit 
our monitors did spot what appear to be 
underage children as well at the check-
points, and if my memory serves me cor-
rectly, this is the second time in recent 
times that we’ve seen children and some of 
them with arms,” Mr. Bociurkiw said. He 
added that, despite assertions to the con-
trary, neither the Ukrainian forces nor the 
separatists completed the withdrawal of 
heavy weapons as agreed during truce 
talks in February in Minsk. (RFE/RL, based 
on reporting by Reuters and Interfax)

Anti-war protest held in Donetsk

DONETSK, Ukraine – At least 500 people 
held a rare anti-war protest in the rebel 
stronghold of Donetsk, Ukraine, calling on 
separatists to remove rocket launchers 
from residential neighborhoods where they 
provoke fire from government troops. The 
June 15 rally outside the offices of the self-
proclaimed Donetsk People’s Republic 
(DNR) seemed to reflect frustration with 
the separatist authorities, as well as fear 
and fatigue over a conflict that has killed 
thousands of civilians since it erupted in 
April 2014. Voicing an array of demands 
ranging from peace to pension payments, 
protesters said rocket launchers fired by 
rebel forces from the city put the lives of its 
residents at risk of shelling by Ukrainian 
government forces. Some accused the reb-
els of using civilians as human shields. “You 
are hiding behind our backs,” the news 
agency AFP quoted residents as shouting. 
Others chanted “Shame” and “Stop the 
War” or criticized the separatist leadership. 
The protesters, including many elderly 
women, were mainly from neighborhoods 

(Continued on page 12)

 ANALYSIS

by Yulia Ratsybarska 
RFE/RL

DNIPROPETROVSK, Ukraine – As 
Ukraine pushes forward with the contro-
versial process of decommunization, the 
east-central city of Dnipropetrovsk has its 
work cut out.

The huge Petrovsky Metallurgical Plant 
– to take one example – is named after 
Bolshevik revolutionary Grigory Petrovsky, 
who oversaw the state security agency in 
the early years of the revolution, advocated 
a state policy of terror and suppressed 
Ukrainian nationalism. The plant is in the 
city’s Leninsky Raion. And the city itself is 
named in honor of – you guessed it – 
Grigory Petrovsky.

Prospekt Gazety Pravda, Vulytsia 
Dzerzhinskoho, Prospekt Kirova – that’s just 
a samplimg of what needs to be addressed 
to comply with a recently adopted law to 
eliminate place names honoring the Soviet 
past. A quick survey indicates that about 80 
streets, embankments, squares and boule-
vards fall under the provisions of the law, as 
do five of the city’s eight regions and the 
name of the city itself.

“We’ve been given a maximum of two 
months for everything,” Vadim Shebanov, 
acting chief of staff of the Dnipropetrovsk 
City Council and a member of the newly 
formed commission overseeing the name-
changing process, said at the commission’s 
first meeting on June 8. “To make a list of 
the places that need to be renamed and a 
list of what the new names will be. And 
there is a third task – dealing with Lenin 
monuments. And obviously, we have a lot of 
Lenin monuments.”

On May 15, President Petro Poroshenko 
signed the laws mandating that within six 
months Soviet monuments – except for 
those relating to World War II – must be 
dismantled and public places with 
Communist-related names need to be 
rechristened. More than 20 Ukrainian cities 
across the country will have to be renamed, 
as well as thousands of other locations.

During its first session, the 46-member 
Dnipropetrovsk commission began the 
onerous task and quickly ran into contro-
versy. Some members argued that, for 
instance, Vulytsia Chekistov, named to 
honor members of the Soviet security 
agencies, might not fall within the scope of 
the decommunization law, although all 
agreed it needs to be renamed. On the 
other hand, opinions were divided over 
places named in honor of ambiguous his-
torical figures such as Red Army general 
Grigory Kotovsky (who died in 1925) and 
Ukrainian Communist Party boss 
Volodymyr Shcherbytsky, who took some 
steps to support the Ukrainian language 
and resist the Russification of Ukraine in 
the 1970s and 1980s.

Case by case?

It already became clear at the first ses-
sion that many commission members want 
to conduct case-by-case assessments of the 

historical figures involved. Commission 
member Serhiy Svitlenko, head of the 
History Department of Dnipropetrovsk 
National University, resisted suggestions by 
other members that the body’s work be 
divided up in order to make the tight dead-
line.

“We must approach the renaming as a 
whole – the renaming of cities, streets, 
squares and other places is one whole,” he 
said during the commission meeting. “It 
must be settled systematically.” He added 
that it is important to have a single, agreed-
upon conception of decommunization in 
order to avoid “half-baked decisions.”

Local commissions such as the one in 
Dnipropetrovsk must also wrestle with the 
question of how to take public opinion into 
consideration. There is no national legisla-
tion on local referendums and little time to 
hold them in any case. 

In Dnipropetrovsk, committee members 
discussed organizing opinion polls or con-
ducting an online survey, but no conclu-
sions were reached.

“What can be considered public opin-
ion?” asked the acting city executive, 
Halyna Bulavka, during the commission 
meeting. “Relying on the ideas we find on 
the Internet or social media is obviously 
not enough.” She added, “We need to deter-
mine what the public’s opinion is on each 
question.”

Decommunization was one of the key 
demands of the Euro-Maidan movement 
that ousted the government of former 
President Viktor Yanukovych. However, 
Russia is against the effort and particularly 
resents the fact that Ukraine’s decommuni-
zation laws expressly equate Soviet 
Communism and German Nazism as crimi-
nal regimes. Moscow has argued that Kyiv 
is trying to rewrite history and that decom-
munization is part of an effort to oppress 
Ukraine’s ethnic Russians and Russian 
speakers.

Yet advocates insist Ukraine must pass 
through the process, just as other former 
Soviet bloc countries have.

“All post-Communist states understand 
that abandoning the Communist legacy 
requires abandoning Communist thinking, 
thought patterns, and mentalities,” Dr. 
Alexander Motyl, a Rutgers University 
political science professor, said in a recent 
interview with Business Ukraine magazine 
[LINK: http://issuu.com/busines-
sukrainemagazine/docs/businessukraine_
may2015/26]. “There is, in this regard, no 
difference between East European attempts 
to rid themselves of the Communist legacy 
and German attempts to rid themselves of 
the Nazi legacy. ...Both Nazi Germany and 
Communist Russia wreaked absolute havoc 
on these countries, and the legacies of both 
need to be viewed as equally noxious.”

Meanwhile in Russia, RIA-Novosti 
reported on June 8 that Communist law-
makers in the Duma have introduced a bill 
making the equation of communism and 
Nazism a criminal offense punishable by up 
to 10 years in prison.

RFE/RL correspondent Robert Coalson 
contributed to this story from Prague.

Copyright 2015, RFE/RL Inc. Reprinted 
with the permission of Radio Free Europe/
Radio Liberty, 1201 Connecticut Ave. NW, 
Washington DC 20036; www.rferl.org (see 
http://www.rferl.org/content/ukraine-
decommunizat ion-dnipropetrovsk/ 
27064346.html).

Ukraine’s Dnipropetrovsk digs in
to complex decommunization process
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Leonid Plyushch, human rights activist, victim of Soviet abuse of psychiatry, 76
by Halya Coynash

KHARKIV, Ukraine – Leonid Plyushch, an active member 
of the Soviet and Ukrainian human rights movements and 
a victim of punitive psychiatry died in France on June 4. He 
was 76.

Mr. Plyushch had lived in France since being expelled 
from the Soviet Union in 1976, following a major campaign 
for his release from incarceration in a KGB psychiatric 
“hospital.” Although he concentrated mainly on literary 
issues in recent years, Mr. Plyushch followed events in 
Ukraine and always responded when voices were needed 
against injustice.

Mr. Plyushch was a mathematician by profession, 
though he became known for his publicistic writings and 
literary analyses, as well as for his autobiography 
“History’s Carnival: A Dissident’s Autobiography” (1979).  

He was born into a Ukrainian family in Kyrgyzstan on 
April 26, 1939; he spent his childhood and the years until 
his exile in Ukraine.  His professional career as mathemati-
cian in the USSR largely ended in 1968 due to his human 
rights activities. 

Mr. Plyushch was a vital link between Ukrainian and 
Russian dissidents.  In 1964 he wrote a letter to the Central 
Committee of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union 
(CPSU) proposing democratization of the Soviet system.   

That letter and other writings were published in the sam-
vydav. At the time Mr. Plyushch remained a committed 
Marxist, still believing in “socialism with a human face.”

In 1968 he was dismissed from the Cybernetics Institute 
of the Academy of Sciences for a letter he sent to the news-
paper Komsomolskaya Pravda in support of Alexander 
Ginsburg, who was then on trial.  Around that time he 
began passing information to the Chronicle of Current 
Events (Khronika Tekushchikh Sobitii), a samizdat publica-
tion that was vital in informing of Soviet repression. [He 
also disseminated issues of the samvydav Ukrainian Herald 
(Ukrayinskyi Visnyk)

He signed many appeals during years when each signa-
ture could result in arrest and persecution.  These included a 
letter in 1971 to the Fifth International Congress of 
Psychiatrists, calling on the profession to fight punitive psy-
chiatry in the USSR, as well as letters in support of Alexander 
Solzhenitsyn, Andrei Sakharov and Vladimir Bukovsky.  

In 1969 he became a member of the Initiative Group for 
the Defense of Human Rights in the USSR, the first such 
rights group in the Soviet Union. Together with other mem-
bers, including Crimean Tatar leader Mustafa Dzhemilev, 
he signed a letter to the United Nations asking that the 
Soviet Union’s violation of the fundamental right to hold 
and circulate independent views be formally discussed.

In 1974, on the 30th anniversary of the Deportation of 
the Crimean Tatar People, the Initiative Group sent a letter 
to the U.N. secretary general asking him to help enable the 
return of the Crimean Tatars to their homeland.

He was arrested on January 15, 1972 (during the second 
wave of mass arrests in Ukraine) and was charged with “anti-
Soviet agitation and propaganda.”  In July 1973 he was forci-
bly incarcerated in the notorious Dnipropetrovsk Special 
Psychiatric Hospital and held there until January 1976. The 
“diagnosis” was “sluggish schizophrenia,” the standard gob-
bledygook used against victims of punitive psychiatry.

His case attracted a lot of attention abroad and there 
were many protests over his effective imprisonment.  This 
resulted in his being expelled from the Soviet Union, along 
with his wife, Tatiana, and two children, in January 1976.  
Probably needless to say, he was found to be mentally fit 
and well by psychiatrists in the West.

[Editor’s note: The New York Times obituary reported: 
“Locked up in a Ukrainian hospital, in an overcrowded ward 
for severely psychotic patients, Mr. Plyushch experienced ‘the 

Quotable notes
“The United States joins Ukraine and other partici-

pating states in expressing its deep concern over 
Russia’s continuing detention of Ukrainian citizens 
who were seized on Ukrainian territory and are being 
held hostage, in defiance of commitments made in 
Minsk.

“We draw particular attention to the case of 
Ukrainian Parliament member and delegate to the 
Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe 
Nadiya Savchenko. On June 10, the Moscow City Court 
ruled to extend her detention until September 30. By 
the end of this period, she will have been detained for 
15 months without any indication of when she will be 
tried. In extending her detention, the judge refused to 
consider the defense’s appeal of a district court’s ear-
lier decision not to allow Ms. Savchenko to attend the 
June meeting of the Parliamentary Assembly of the 
Council of Europe. Ms. Savchenko’s attorney noted 
that denying her participation violates PACE proto-
cols – a precedent that should not be tolerated.

“We call on Russia to immediately release Nadiya 
Savchenko, Oleh Sentsov and all other Ukrainian hos-
tages. Russia and the separatists it backs must uphold 
the commitments they made in Minsk, including by 
releasing all hostages.”

– U.S. Ambassador Daniel B. Baer, speaking to the 
Permanent Council of the Organization on Security and 
Cooperation in Europe (OSCE) in Vienna on June 11.

RFE/RL 

KYIV – President Petro Poroshenko has vowed to seek 
Crimea’s return to Ukrainian rule, and reiterated that his coun-
try faces the threat of a major Russian invasion in the east.

Speaking at a news conference on June 5, a day after 
warning of a “colossal threat” of the resumption of full-
scale fighting with Russian-backed rebels in his annual 
state-of-the-nation address, Mr. Poroshenko said that 
“every day and every moment, we will do everything to 
return Crimea to Ukraine.”

He vowed to continue working with Western nations to 
maintain sanctions imposed on Moscow over its annexa-
tion of the Black Sea peninsula in March 2014, which fol-
lowed Russian troop deployments and a hastily-staged ref-
erendum condemned as illegitimate by about 100 United 
Nations member states.

“It is important not to give Russia a chance to break the 
world’s pro-Ukrainian coalition,” Mr. Poroshenko said in 
the televised news conference.

Amid reports of a Russian military build-up near the bor-
der with eastern Ukraine, where Russian-backed separatists 
hold parts of two provinces, the Ukrainian president said the 
threat of a Russian invasion is “unprecedentedly high.”

“Such a number of troops has not been near our borders 
since August last year, and it seems to me there must be 
some very serious reasons for keeping these large groups of 
troops there,” Mr. Poroshenko stated.

In his annual address to the Verkhovna Rada on June 4, 
President Poroshenko warned his country that there is a 
“colossal threat” that large-scale fighting could resume in the 
east, where fighting between government forces and pro-
Russian separatists has killed more than 6,400 since April 
2014.

The annual address came a day after Ukraine and the 
separatists, backed by Russia, traded blame over the big-
gest outbreak of fighting since all three signed a ceasefire 
and peace deal brokered by the leaders of Germany and 
France in Minsk, Belarus, in February.

Speaking of the clashes that focused on the town of 
Maryinka, west of the rebel-held provincial capital of 
Donetsk, Mr. Poroshenko said the area had been “com-
pletely cleansed of saboteurs.”

Mr. Poroshenko said that five Ukrainian soldiers were 
killed in the fighting, and claimed that some 80 of their 
opponents were killed and 12 others – including one 
Russian citizen – were captured.

He said that between 500 and 1,000 separatists took 
part in what he termed an attack against Ukrainian posi-
tions near Maryinka on June 3. 

The Ukrainian military said on June 3 that a separatist 
offensive had forced it to use artillery that had been pulled 
back from the front lines under the ceasefire deal, which is 
known as Minsk II. 

The fighting on June 3 raised concerns that the ceasefire, 
which had led to a sharp reduction in fighting but was vio-
lated frequently, might fall apart entirely and further 
reduce hopes for an eventual political settlement.

Mr. Poroshenko also said that a “U.N. Support Office” will 
be soon set up in Ukraine, calling that “the first step 
towards having U.N. Security Council peacekeepers in the 
country’s east.” 

With reporting by UNIAN. Copyright 2015, RFE/RL Inc. 
Reprinted with the permission of Radio Free Europe/Radio 
Liberty, 1201 Connecticut Ave. NW, Washington DC 20036; 
www.rferl.org (see http://www.rferl.org/content/poroshenko-
ukraine-will-do-everything-retake-crimea/27055170.html).

Poroshenko: Ukraine will ‘do everything’ to retake Crimea

daily progression of my degradation,’ as he put it in a news 
conference in Paris after his ordeal. He was given high doses 
of antipsychotic drugs and insulin, The Journal of Medical 
Ethics reported in 1976. ‘I lost interest in politics, then in sci-
entific problems, finally in my wife and children,’ Mr. 
Plyushch recalled. ‘My speech became blurred; my memory 
worsened. In the beginning, I reacted strongly to the suffer-
ings of other patients. Eventually I became indifferent. …’ ”]

 [Beginning in 1977, Mr. Plyushch was a member of the 
External Representation of the Ukrainian Helsinki Group, 
which also included the former Soviet political prisoners 
Petro Grigorenko and Nadia Svitlychna, and, later, Nina 
Strokata, Volodymyr Malynkovych and Mykola Rudenko.]

In recent years, Mr. Plyushch concentrated mainly on lit-
erary criticism, but also followed events in Ukraine and 
Russia.  He had a wonderful sense of humor, witty though 
gentle, and his analysis was always clear-headed and free 
of any jargon or stereotypes.  He was always ready to add 
his voice in defense of those facing repression.

Вічна пам’ять – Eternal memory!

With information from The New York Times and The 
Ukrainian Weekly’s archives.

Halya Coynash is a member of the Kharkiv Human Rights 
Protection Group.

 OBITUARY

Leonid Plyushch in 1980 at the editorial offices of 
Svoboda and The Ukrainian Weekly.

Ihor Dlaboha

Leonid Plyushch and his wife, Tatyana, in 1980 in 
Lexington, N.Y.

Ika Koznarska Casanova
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War and recession create real estate opportunities
by Zenon Zawada

KYIV – For those regretting not having 
invested in Kyiv real estate during the bur-
geoning 1990s or the market downturns 
since then, Ukraine’s current struggles have 
created a window of opportunity to find 
some bargains.

Though Kyiv and Lviv – two of the most 
popular destinations for diaspora Ukrainians 
– are both securely insulated from the war-
fare on the country’s eastern edge, they 
have suffered from the economic devasta-
tion, particularly the hryvnia’s devaluation 
of about 46 percent since the war’s start. 

Prices haven’t fallen as low as Ukraine’s 
crash of 2008-2009, but they’re 15 to 20 
percent lower than year-ago levels, creating 
an attractive entry point, said Halyna 
Melnykova, the general director of Blagovist, 
Kyiv’s largest real estate agency. 

“People have the ability to fulfill their 
hopes that hadn’t opened up for five years,” 
she said.

And they’re acting as well. April sales rose 
7 percent from sales in March, which rose 27 
percent from February, Ms. Melnykova said.

The least expensive segment, or the so-
called economy class, has been the busiest 
as 82 percent of Kyiv apartment sales in 
April involved those valued at $100,000 or 
less, according to Blagovist statistics.

Apartments have even been selling for 
as low as $19,000, as reported by Kyiv 
news media and confirmed by Blagovist. 

These dirt-cheap one-room apartments 
ranged between 194 and 215 square feet, 
which meant that their price per square 
foot was about $88, or about 75 percent 
less expensive than the average priced one-
room apartment in Kyiv in May.

These averaged about $77,000, compared 
to $88,000 in the same period a year ago, 
according to blagovist.ua. These prices are 
quoted from the secondary market, which 
refers to previously inhabited residences.

Even less expensive apartments are 
available in newly built buildings in bed-
room communities such as Sofiyivska-
Slobidka and Vyshneve in Kyiv’s southwest-
ern suburb, where prices are as low as $45 
per square foot.

“There are practically no speculative 
deals,” said Ms. Melnykova, commenting on 

the conservative nature of the current mar-
ket. “They’re all buying for themselves, 
whether for residency or passive income.”

Meanwhile, the price for a house in Kyiv 
was $123 per square foot in March, which 
is 5.9 percent less than in March 2014, bla-
govist.com reported. 

The Blagovist agency currently doesn’t 
track prices for undeveloped land plots in 
Kyiv. Yet a plot of land (see below) in the 
Rusanivski Sady section, comes out to $7.74 
per square foot.

All that’s needed for foreigners to buy an 
apartment, house or non-agriculturally 
designated land plot are three documents: 
a passport, a notarized, apostilled (certi-
fied) spousal letter of consent for the pur-
chase, and a tax identification number, 
which are relatively easy to obtain in Kyiv, 
said Dmytro Kyselyov, a real estate lawyer 
in Kyiv.

Foreigners will face limitations on buy-
ing land outside of city limits, even if it’s not 
agriculturally designated, he said. Such land 
plots need to be developed; a buyer must 
first buy the structure on a piece of land 
before he can acquire the land itself.

Recent reforms are making owning real 
estate less of a hassle. In May, Ukraine’s 
Justice Ministry launched on its website a 
database of basic information about real 
properties in Kyiv, including the registered 
owner and area.

It also announced plans to issue real 
estate permits online, instead of having to 
go through the State Registration Service of 
Ukraine. However, that institution is an 
improvement in and of itself, said Mr. 
Kyselyov. 

As late as 2013, a real estate deal had to 
be registered in two separate state bodies. 
Now everything is consolidated in one body, 
with plans to expand the authority of nota-
ries to register any real estate deals in any 
conditions, not just when preparing a pur-
chase agreement, as is currently the case. 

The Verkhovna Rada’s approval in 
December 2014 of the first real estate tax 
raised concerns about additional costs for 
landlords, but Ms. Melnykova said that will 
mostly affect those investors with numer-
ous properties.

The Kyiv tax, which has yet to be official-
ly announced, is shaping up to be 27 hrv 
per square meter that exceeds the first 60 
square meters (which are tax-free) that are 
owned by an individual, Mr. Kyselyov said.

Businesses, classified as “legal entities” 
under Ukrainian law, will likely pay 26 hrv 
per square meter without any perk, he said. 
The rates will be confirmed this summer by 
the Kyiv City Council.

“The tax is favorable to those who use 
the property as a residence and will affect 
more those who draw income from it, 
which is perfectly fine,” Ms. Melnykova said.

A far bigger drag on the market is the 
current crisis in the banking system, which 
is no longer capable of offering mortgages. 
Almost all residential real estate deals now 
are conducted with full cash payments, 
whether wired into bank accounts or 
brought upfront.

For those wanting newly built property, 
a potential hurdle is many developers 
demanding cash and rejecting bank wire 

transfers, said Mr. Kyselyov, who pointed 
out that 90 percent of the sales on the exist-
ing market (inhabited property) and 50 
percent sales of newly built property occur 
using cold, hard cash.

Among the factors is the state-imposed 
limit on cash withdrawals at 15,000 hrv 
($732), restricting developers’ access to cash 
and deterring their use of bank accounts.

Moreover, brokers and developers have 
grown fearful after the economic volatility 
of the last year, when many banks couldn’t 
even fulfill basic wire transfers and real 
estate deals had to be frozen, Ms. 
Melnykova said.

“Trust has been strongly undermined in 
the banking system, and it’s hard to deter-
mine which will survive and which won’t,” 
she said.

So Americans wanting to buy real estate 
might have to travel with large sums of 
cash if the sellers don’t accept bank wires. 
The U.S. has no limits on how much cash 
can be taken abroad, and Ukraine has no 
limits on how much cash can be brought 
into the country, as long as it’s declared at 
the airport.

Such a declaration requires a bank docu-
ment confirming the amount of cash with-
drawn, the name and address of the bank-
ing institution where it was performed, and 
the date of the withdrawal.

WHAT’S AVAILABLE: A SNAPSHOT

For $24,000: The Sofiyivska-Slobidka 
complex just outside Kyiv’s southwestern 
city limits is offering the least expensive 
prices for newly built apartments in the 
Kyiv region. A 387.5-square-foot unfur-
nished studio apartment is available on the 
various floors of a 10-story building and is 
outfitted with natural gas, electricity and 
plumbing. Playgrounds and a supermarket 
are within walking distance. A nursery is 
under construction at the complex, while 
the nearest schools are about half a mile’s 
walk. The complex also offers 409-square-

The first floor of a 1,292-square-foot brick house near Holosiyivskyi Park in Kyiv is 
outfitted with modern appliances, wooden furniture and a recreational room.

Blagovist

Kyiv’s newly built Central Park apartment complex, 
located on the southern edge of the Pechersk district, is 

selling one-, two- and three-room apartments.

Prices for Kyiv real estate are at a 15 to 20 percent discount from 
last year, according to Halyna Melnykova, the general director of 

the Blagovist real estate agency. 

BlagovistCentralpark.com.ua

(Continued on page 12)

 
 The Ukrainian Weekly Press Fund: Donations received via UNA Christmas card project, February-April 2015

Amount  Name City State
$100.00 Hlushewsky, Irene & Bohdan  Harrison NY 
$50.00 Petrysyn, Michael  Bellerose NY 
$25.00 Buchynsky, Bohdan & Olena  Glendora CA  
 Czuczman, Myron Orchard Park NY  
 Kernitsky, Roman & Lydia  Colts Neck NJ  
 Komarynsky, Myron  St. Louis MO  

 Olynyk, Stephen  Washington DC 
 Hruszkewycz, Christine  Denwood MD
$20.00 Horobchenko,  
 Ksenia & Volodymyr  Warren MI
$10.00 Ozga, Jurij  Naperville IL
 
TOTAL: $330.00 

Sincere thanks to all contributors  
to The Ukrainian Weekly Press Fund. 

The Ukrainian Weekly Press Fund is the only 
fund dedicated exclusively to supporting  
the work of this publication.



No. 25THE UKRAINIAN WEEKLY      SUNDAY, JUNE 21, 20156

As fighting in Ukraine’s east intensified, Russian convoys continued to enter into 
Ukraine (the OSCE reported the border crossing of the 29th convoy of vehicles from 
Russia) and Nadiya Savchenko marked the first anniversary of her capture by 
Russian-backed forces in Ukraine, the European Union agreed to extend sanctions 
on Russia. At the same time, Russian President Vladimir Putin rattled his saber a bit 
more forcefully, declaring that the Russian military would add 40 new interconti-
nental ballistic missiles to its inventory. Citing Mr. Putin’s “nuclear chest-thumping, 
on top of Russia’s seizure of Crimea and support for the conflict in eastern Ukraine,” 
former U.S. Ambassador to Ukraine Steven Pifer wrote: “Washington and NATO 
should not be intimidated. That would only invite more saber-rattling. Western lead-
ers should not let Putin’s comments go unanswered.”

Here in the United States, news media reported that the push to arm Ukraine had 
resumed. The Hill, which covers developments on Capitol Hill, noted: “Senators are 
adopting a new tactic in their push for President Obama to arm Ukraine against 
Russian-backed separatists. Lawmakers in both parties are supporting a provision 
in the National Defense Authorization Act (NDAA) that would give the Obama 
administration $300 million for Ukrainian security assistance. The provision speci-
fies that half of the funding would be withheld until at least 20 percent of the money 
is spent on lethal aid.” The story went on to quote Sen. John McCain (R-Ariz.) as say-
ing that a decision from President Barack Obama on lethal aid “is long overdue.” But, 
The Hill also cited a senior administration official as saying that the White House 
continues “to believe that there is no military resolution to the crisis” in Ukraine. 

The Hill also pointed out that Sens. McCain and Rob Portman (R-Ohio) also want 
Secretary of State John Kerry to provide a list of all pending requests for military 
sales to Ukraine, along with information on when the requests were submitted and 
when the administration expects to make a decision. The senators have vowed to 
keep up the pressure by requiring a report from the administration every three 
months until Ukraine’s territorial integrity is restored. 

Meanwhile, on the House side of Congress, Rep. Rodney Felinghuysen (R-N.J.), 
chairman of the House Defense Appropriations Subcommittee, succeeded in includ-
ing nearly $1 billion in the Fiscal Year 2016 Defense Appropriations Bill to counter 
Russian aggression. That sum includes $789.3 million to support increased military 
capability, readiness and responsiveness to deter further destabilization in Central 
and Eastern Europe, and $200 million for further training, equipment, lethal weap-
ons of a defensive nature, logistics support, supplies and services, and sustainment 
of the military and national security forces of Ukraine. “The United States has 
already provided significant ‘non-lethal’ assistance to the Ukraine government as 
they battle Russian aggression,” said Rep. Frelinghuysen. “Ukraine’s leaders have 
personally appealed to us for defensive ‘lethal’ weaponry to help them defend their 
own territory from the Russian onslaught. It’s about time the president and our mili-
tary leaders help Ukraine react seriously to the Russian threat.”

To critics who say that arming Ukraine would make the U.S. a “belligerent party” 
in a war with Russia, David Kramer, senior director for human rights and democracy 
at the McCain Institute for International Leadership, had a very succinct and clear 
answer. In a letter to the editor of The New York Times, he wrote: “The only belliger-
ent party in this conflict is Russia, which invaded Ukraine more than a year ago. As a 
signer of the Budapest Memorandum of 1994, in which Ukraine pledged to relin-
quish its nuclear weapons, the United States (along with Britain and Russia) vowed 
to uphold Ukraine’s sovereignty and territorial integrity. Living up to that memoran-
dum and stopping further Russian aggression in Ukraine are good reasons to pro-
vide assistance to Ukraine.”

The sad truth is that – although U.S. Ambassador to the U.N. Samantha Power last 
week told the people of Ukraine during her visit to Kyiv that “America is clear-eyed 
when it comes to seeing the truth about Russia’s destabilizing actions in your coun-
try” – the U.S. has yet to do the right thing. Ukrainian Americans, who celebrated the 
passage of the Ukraine Freedom Support Act of 2014 and its signing into law by the 
president, have become fed up with obfuscation, stonewalling and prevarication. At 
the polls, they are sure to remember who held up provision of the defensive lethal 
weapons Ukraine needs.

The Ukrainian Weekly

Twenty years ago on June 23, 1995, clashes broke out between 
Crimean Tatars and local militia – triggered when Crimean Tatars 
refused to pay protection money to a local gang in the village of 
Shchebetkivka – and left four people dead over the weekend. 

During the funeral procession on June 25 from Shchebetkivka 
to Sudak, some Crimean Tatars began storming local bars and res-

taurants belonging to the local gang responsible for the deaths of the Tatars. That same day, 
local elections were being held across Ukraine, including Crimea. Voter turnout was 54 per-
cent, but Crimean Tatars did not take part due to the fact that no provisions were made for 
all Tatars living on the peninsula to cast ballots and a lack of voting rights for resettled 
Crimean Tatars from Central Asia. In Crimea, the local Communist leader, Leonid Hrach, 
claimed his party had won 42.5 percent of seats, while the majority of elected deputies had 
no party affiliation.

Ukrainian President Leonid Kuchma on June 25 issued a decree on fighting corruption 
on the peninsula and dispatched Berkut special forces to the region to maintain order.

It remained unclear who gave the order to open fire during the funeral procession, 
resulting in the deaths of two more Crimean Tatars and injuries to seven policemen, said 
Mustafa Dzhemilev, leader of the Crimean Tatar Mejlis who is banned from entry to 
Crimea since its annexation by Russia last year. “The events here look like Budenovsk,” he 
added. “The current conflict in Crimea is not inter-ethnic,” said Refat Chubarov, a member 

June
23
1995

Turning the pages back...

by Paul Goble

The West has been far more united and 
tougher about Russia’s intervention in 
Ukraine than anyone would have expected 
only a year ago, but “one must understand 
that the West having adopted a tactic about 
this conflict all the same has not yet elabo-
rated a strategy,” according to Liliya 
Shevtsova.

As a result, even now, “many consider 
the conflict a local one and await its end in 
order to return to ‘business as usual with 
Russia,’” the Russian analyst and commen-
tator says in a wide-ranging interview on 
Ukraine’s Liga.net portal (news.liga.net/
interview/politics/5911642-liliya_shevtso-
va_zapad_gotov_sdelat_pauzu_v_davlenii_
na_rossiyu.htm).

To a certain extent, Ms. Shevtsova says, 
the U.S. is “in fact” the only real ally of 
Ukraine in the West. Europe is tired of war 
and of the costs to itself of the sanctions it 
has adopted against Moscow. But no one 
could have expected all 28 European Union 
members to go as far as they have or that 
“Angela Merkel will maintain this pro-
Ukrainian unity.”

The American role, she says, is “really 
very serious, but it is serious in that the U.S. 
has outsourced the European problem and 
made Germany the key player in the 
Ukrainian-Russian conflict.” Washington 
supports Berlin, but Berlin now has too 
much on its plate to be able to act on its 
own with regard to Moscow.

Unfortunately, Washington is not doing 
what it might, Ms. Shevtsova continues. 
President Barack Obama “to a certain 
extent is limiting the possibilities of the 
West in adopting an integral and common 
doctrine on Ukraine because the policy of 
Obama (not Congress) is one of withdrawal 
and the limitation of its responsibilities 
regarding the world abroad.”

Given these German and American prob-
lems, the Russian commentator continues, 
she “does not exclude that the West will 
decide to take a pause” in its actions 
regarding the Ukrainian-Russian conflict. 
That is especially likely if, as now, the Minsk 
II accords remain the test, given that differ-
ent governments view those accords and 
their fulfillment differently.

But however that may be, Ukraine can-
not count on a rapid improvement in its sit-
uation and thus must pursue a policy 
directed at “the consolidation and strength-
ening of Western support by means of 
reforms within Ukraine,” Ms. Shevtsova 
says. Much depends “not so much on the 
West as on Ukrainian elites” and on their 
readiness to take steps to retain Western 
backing.

In other comments, Ms. Shevtsova says 
that she does not expect the Nemtsov 
report on Russia’s role in Ukraine to trans-
form the situation in Russia: 15 to 17 per-
cent of Russians will accept its findings 

because they had reached that conclusion 
on their own earlier; the rest will ignore it 
because the Moscow media present an 
alternative reality.

She says that Russia is suffering from 
“cognitive dissonance” and “political 
schizophrenia,” with large parts of the pop-
ulation believing contradictory things at 
the same time. Thus, vast majorities sup-
port Vladimir Putin and Russia as a great 
power, but equally large ones understand 
its greatness far differently than he does.

Ms. Shevtsova adds that Russians differ 
from Ukrainians in that “they want the 
authorities to hand them a normal life,” 
while Ukrainians have been prepared to 
struggle for it. “You don’t believe the elite, 
and you went to the Maidan. Russians are 
still not capable of this,” although perhaps 
at some point they will be.

She suggests that everyone needs to 
understand that Mr. Putin decided to move 
into Ukraine not because of the Maidan but 
because of the demonstrations against his 
regime that took place even before the 
Ukrainians changed their government. He 
acted out of fear and decided to take 
actions to prevent the influx of freedom 
into Russia.

That fear led Mr. Putin and those about 
him to take steps that violated many of 
their own ideas. “On the whole,” Ms. 
Shevtsova continues, “it was much more 
comfortable for them to live” as they did 
before they invaded Ukraine, “in the times 
of imitation, games at partnership with the 
West and when the Russian elite” could live 
and vacation abroad.

The reason for the impact of this fear, 
Ms. Shevtsova argues, is that “for the first 
time in the history of the country, the force 
structures have attained absolute power. 
That was never the case in Russia before.” 
And the “siloviki” responded as one might 
have predicted, closing the very window 
through which had come benefits to them-
selves and others.

This contradiction, she suggests, is “lead-
ing the Putin regime to its end: it cannot 
exist with ‘an open little window,’ because 
society is in the grip of the siloviki, but at 
the same time, having closed the window 
and driving the people further from the 
influence of the West, it undermines itself 
since all the elites in Russia have long been 
in fact pro-Western.”

Thus, she says, the threat to the world 
emanates from Russia itself rather than 
from Mr. Putin. The problem, Ms. Shevtsova 
continues, is “the system of absolutism, of 
one-man rule, which has a millennium-long 
history and is embedded in the minds of 
millions of people who do not want 
change.”

“This system,” she argues, “represents a 
civilizational threat to the West.” And 
Moscow engages in war only when it has 
“exhausted its resources” for living in 
peace. Putin is thus “not an embodiment of 
evil.” He was simply installed in office by 
Boris Yeltsin on the basis of the 1993 
Constitution, which was “more autocratic” 
than any Soviet one.

How soon Russia might change and how 
the West might promote such change are 
questions for which there are no clear 
answers in the current environment, Ms. 
Shevtsova says, even though the search for 
such answers is critically important given 
that the Putin regime, while not yet fascist, 
is moving in an ever more threatening 
direction.

West’s approach to war in Ukraine
still tactical rather than strategic

(Continued on page 18)

On the agenda: arming Ukraine

 WINDOW ON EURASIA

Paul Goble is a long-time specialist on 
ethnic and religious questions in Eurasia 
who has served in various capacities in the 
U.S. State Department, the Central 
Intelligence Agency and the International 
Broadcasting Bureau, as well as at the Voice 
of America and Radio Free Europe/Radio 
Liberty and the Carnegie Endowment for 
International Peace. Mr. Goble writes a blog 
called “Window on Eurasia” (http://windo-
woneurasia2.blogspot.com/). The article 
above is reprinted with permission.
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OPINION

by Paul Grod

Canada stands among Ukraine’s greatest 
friends. Why Canada? It says as much about 
the challenges that Ukraine faces interna-
tionally as it does about the leadership of 
the Canadian government. 

As Prime Minister Stephen Harper 
arrived on June 6 for his third official visit 
to Ukraine in the past year and a half in 
advance of the G-7 summit in Germany, he 
was acknowledged as the leader of 
Ukraine’s staunchest international champi-
on. On multiple occasions, Canada has 
demonstrated its willingness to stand 
shoulder to shoulder with the people of 
Ukraine as they stood up to the corrupt and 
autocratic regime of Viktor Yanukovych 
and today as they face down an external 
aggressor, Putin’s Russian Federation.

In international forums such as the 
United Nations, the G-7 and NATO, as well 
as in bilateral decisions related to provid-
ing Ukraine with military trainers, Canada 
has consistently and meaningfully demon-
strated its support for Ukraine’s right to 
sovereignty, territorial integrity and to 
ensure the security of its citizens.

But Prime Minister Harper’s visit to 
Ukraine poses the question: Why Canada? 
Canada’s economic ties to Ukraine are not 
significantly different than those of many 
other countries. The Ukrainian community 
in Canada is not so dramatically better 
organized in Canada than in other coun-
tries.

The reality is that Canada’s leadership as 
Ukraine’s greatest supporter says as much 
about the challenges that Ukraine faces 
internationally as it does about the princi-
pled and exemplary leadership that the 
government of Canada, together with the 
unanimous support of all parliamentarians, 
has provided since the crisis in Ukraine 
began.

As we move forward, securing Canada’s 
support for Ukraine in the face of continued 
Russian aggression will not be enough. 
Canada, together with the government of 
Ukraine, must find effective ways to secure 
increased support for Ukraine in the United 
States, Europe, Asia and around the world. 
This is true as we witness Russian efforts to 
implement a 20th century notion of a 
sphere of influence in the countries of the 
former Soviet Union, violations of territori-
al integrity of neighboring states and uni-
lateral changes to the post-World War II 
international security framework.

Canada’s approach to Ukraine is ground-
ed in the basic premise that most people 
here know very little about Ukraine, yet are 

repulsed by Russia’s invasion of Ukraine 
and care enough about the difficult chal-
lenges that Ukraine faces at the hands of an 
aggressive irredentist neighbor to express 
concern. Why is this the case?

For 125 years, Canada and Ukraine have 
had a special relationship based on familial 
ties, shared values and a commitment to a 
better future. Canadian values are 
Ukrainian values. Many Ukrainians came to 
Canada seeking freedom and to escape suc-
cessive oppressive occupying regimes. 
They helped to build Canada and make it 
what it is today.

Since Ukraine’s independence from the 
Soviet Union in 1991, the Ukrainian 
Canadian community in Canada has 
worked tirelessly to help Ukrainians recov-
er from their difficult recent past, having 
suffered oppression and death at the hands 
of both Nazi and Communist totalitarian 
regimes. We have found that Ukraine and 
Ukrainians are fundamentally like 
Canadians: caring about health care, educa-
tion and a better life for their children and 
grandchildren. Above all, having known 
war, they value peace.

In fact, Ukraine willingly relinquished in 
1994, with the signing of the Budapest 
Memorandum, the world’s third-largest 
nuclear arsenal in exchange for security 
assurances from the United States, the 
United Kingdom and the Russian 
Federation, which vowed that Ukraine’s 
sovereignty and borders are inviolable. 
This agreement continued to hold until last 
year’s illegal invasion and occupation of 
Crimea, and destabilization and invasion of 
eastern Ukraine by the Russian Federation.

In this framework, support for Ukraine 
and its long search for a European future, 
economic prosperity and peace also means 
supporting Ukraine in its time of need. 
Thousands of regular and irregular Russian 
forces are in Ukraine, and tens of thousands 
more are at its doorstep. In attacking 
Ukraine and continuously violating the 
Minsk I and now the Minsk II ceasefire 
agreements, Russia and the terrorists it 
supports present the most serious threat to 
global security since the end of the Cold 
War. Canada has taken a principled posi-
tion supporting Ukraine’s government with 
non-lethal military equipment and military 
training, as well as humanitarian and medi-
cal aid.

It is thanks to this principled approach 
that all Canadian political parties express 
solid support for the core premise that 
Ukraine has the right to exist in safety and 
security within internationally recognized 
borders and without the threat of further 
belligerence from Vladimir Putin’s Russia.

Canadian values are Ukrainian values

CRDF Global launched a new ”emergen-
cy fund” for Ukraine’s scientists, technolo-
gists and innovators at a ceremony in the 
U.S. Capitol on June 3. Rep. Marcy Kaptur 
(D-Ohio) co-sponsored the event in 
Congress’s Rayburn Building. 

CRDF Global is an independent non-
profit organization that creates opportuni-
ties for scientists and innovators to work 
with local and international partners to 
“drive results through scientific collabora-
tion.” It works with partners in over 40 
countries, with offices in the U.S., Ukraine, 
Russia, Jordan and Kazakhstan.

CRDF Global believes that the best 
chance to turn the tide of Ukraine’s desper-
ate economic circumstances resides with 
Ukraine’s scientists and tech entrepre-
neurs. CRDF Global views the recent 
reforms in Ukraine’s education and tech-
nology sectors as the best way to bolster 
the role of technology in fostering Ukraine’s 
economic growth.

However, with the stalemated military 
conflict in Ukraine, and the severe econom-
ic downturn, government support for sci-
ence and technology has virtually disap-
peared. Adding to the severe budgetary 
constraints is the displacement of over 
500,000 internal refugees from eastern 
Ukraine, among them thousands of stu-
dents, educators, engineers and innovators.

After discussions with Ukraine’s 
Ministry of Education and Science, CRDF 
Global initiated an Emergency Fund for 
Ukraine’s Scientists and Innovators. The 
fund will be supported by donations and 
provide emergency support to the needy 
scientists and innovators. The fund will pri-
oritize emergency research support for sci-
entists displaced by the war and young sci-
entists at risk for leaving Ukraine. 

Micro-grants will support ongoing men-
torship, networking, and travel opportuni-
ties for technology innovation and com-
mercialization. The Fund is structured as 
‘short-term relief for long-term, sustainable 
recovery”. It’s a practical way for individu-
als and organizations to contribute to the 
Fund, and help relocated scientists from 
the Donbas region and Crimea to stay in 
Ukraine. You can donate directly to the fund 
at www.crdfglobal.org/ukrainefund. 
Donations are tax deductible.

Cathleen Campbell, president and CEO 
of CRDF Global opened the Washington 
event with a letter from Ukraine’s Minister 
of Science and Education Serhiy Kvit, who 
noted that 26 universities and research 

institutes, and over 100,000 students and 
educators have been displaced by the war 
in Donbas. He emphasized that education is 
the springboard for the modernization and 
revitalization of Ukrainian society.

Minister Kvit’s letter briefly covered the 
goals of the higher education reform legis-
lation of 2014, and the science reform law 
that is currently being drafted by 
Parliament. With these two major compo-
nents of reform, future research programs 
and technology commercialization oppor-
tunities should produce better outcomes 
and create greater economic opportunities 
for Ukraine, particularly in the information 
technology (IT) sectors.

Anders Aslund gave a brief overview of 
the economic situation in Ukraine. He saw a 
great deal of progress in that over 300 new 
laws have been passed as part of the reform-
oriented government of President Petro 
Poroshenko and his relatively youthful 
Cabinet of Ministers. Dr. Aslund understood 
that it will take time for the positive impacts 
of these laws to trickle down and take hold, 
but the process has been accelerated in the 
Poroshenko-Yatsenyuk administration.

John Herbst, a former U.S. ambassador to 
Ukraine, spoke of the political situation in 
Ukraine, and why Russian revanchism 
should be taken more seriously by the 
Obama administration. He stated, regretful-
ly, that he did not “see the political will in the 
administration to achieve the goals of the 
[Ukraine] Freedom Support Act,” Nor did he 
observe a sense that Russia’s threats along 
Europe’s eastern border are viewed as an 
international crisis at the same level as ISIS 
or a nuclear Iran. Ambassador Herbst stated 
categorically that Russia is a bigger threat to 
global stability than ISIS or Iran. 

In this context, the Obama administra-
tion’s lassitude with respect to implement-
ing the Ukraine Freedom Support Act of 
2014 (Public Law No: 113-272), elevates 
CRDF Global’s emergency program as an 
extremely important initiative. U.S. govern-
ment agencies have been very slow to 
implement the provisions of the act that 
were signed by President Obama in 
December 2014 – particularly those encour-
aging all branches of government to assist 
Ukraine by whatever means available.

The act highlights assistance for Ukraine’s 
energy security, but there are many more 
needs, especially in the agricultural sector 
and the science and technology sector, that 

CRDF Global’s New Emergency Science
and Innovation Fund for Ukraine

Meeting in Washington (from left) are: Dr. George Gamota, Dr. Marilyn Pifer, CRDF 
program director, and Andrew Bihun. Dr Gamota and Mr. Bihun have been working 
closely with Ms. Pifer and Ukrainian scientific institutions to jump start the 

Emergency Fund for Ukraine’s Scientists and Innovators.

(Continued on page 18)

Paul Grod is president of the Ukrainian 
Canadian Congress.

U.S. envoy to Ukraine notes anniversary
of Savchenko’s capture, calls for her release

KYIV – In a statement released on 
June 17, U.S. Ambassador to Ukraine 
Geoffrey Pyatt noted the first anniversa-
ry of Nadiya Savchenko’s capture by 
Russian-backed forces in Ukraine and 
called for her release.

He stated: “One year ago today, 
Nadiya Savchenko was captured by sepa-
ratists on Ukrainian soil and smuggled to 
Russia against her will. While detained, 
Nadiya has endured relentless interroga-
tions, and even been subjected to soli-

tary confinement for staging a hunger 
strike. The United States will continue to 
press tirelessly for Nadiya’s release, as 
well as the release of all Ukrainians who 
are being held illegally by Russia and its 
proxies in eastern Ukraine. We again call 
on Russia to immediately and uncondi-
tionally release Ms. Savchenko to allow 
her to return home safely to her family, 
in conformance with the commitments 
Russia signed onto under the Minsk 
Agreement.”

(Continued on page 11)
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Initiative to create center for agricultural research and education in Ukraine
CRDF Global

UNIVERSITY PARK, Pa. – The Penn State College of 
Agricultural Sciences will collaborate with a nonprofit orga-
nization and college benefactors to create a center aimed at 
advancing agricultural science and technology in Ukraine.

With $20,000 in seed funding from the Woskob New 
Century Fund, Penn State will work with CRDF Global to 
establish the Research and Education Center for 
Agricultural Technologies in Ukraine. CRDF Global, an inde-
pendent nonprofit that promotes international scientific 
and technical collaboration, will lead the creation of the 
center, in partnership with the Ministry of Education and 
Science of Ukraine.

“The Woskob New Century Fund is pleased to help cata-
lyze this new cooperation between Penn State and CRDF 
Global. This is an important step toward the integration of 
research and education in Ukraine that will enable its agricul-
tural scientists to make enduring contributions to the nation’s 
recovery,” said Woskob family spokesman George Woskob.

“The Woskob family is committed to supporting 
Ukrainian researchers and innovators – and by extension 
the Ukrainian people – at this extremely challenging time,” 
he said. “Agriculture always has been an important pillar of 
the economy, and developing and adopting new agricultur-
al technologies and practices will be critical to Ukraine’s 
restoration.”

The announcement of the funding follows a visit by 
Serhiy Kvit, Ukraine’s minister of education and science, to 
California in February, facilitated by CRDF Global. Minister 
Kvit spoke at the American Association for the 
Advancement of Science annual meeting, at Stanford 
University and at the San Francisco World Affairs Council.

Dr. Kvit’s visit drew attention to the difficulties facing 
Ukrainian scientists and technology innovators, including a 

dire economic situation, greatly diminished funding, sepa-
ratist military activity that has displaced universities and 
research institutes from the eastern part of the country, 
and the need for widespread reform of the Ukrainian high-
er education system. It also enabled the minister to learn 
more about successful higher education models in the U.S.

CRDF Global, through its Kyiv, Ukraine, and Arlington, 
Va., offices, will manage a competition to select the host 
university for the new center and enable its development. 
Enhancing research capabilities in universities is a top pri-
ority for the Ukrainian Ministry of Education and Science.

Working with the ministry, CRDF Global will help ensure 
that the center incorporates these reforms. The partner-
ship with Penn State will help provide curriculum improve-
ment and agricultural extension capabilities for Ukrainian 
researchers at the center and support exchanges of faculty 
and students.

CRDF Global previously has partnered successfully with 
the Ministry of Education and Science to create two univer-
sity-based research and education centers. The Research 
and Education Center for Geotechnical Systems Stability at 
the National Mining University, located in Dnipropetrovsk, 
was established in 2007. The Research and Education 
Center for Nanomaterials in Energy Generation and 
Accumulation Devices at Vasyl Stefanyk Precarpathian 
National University in Ivano-Frankivsk was established in 
2009 with support from the U.S. Agency for International 
Development. Both centers are still operating well beyond 
the conclusion of CRDF Global funding.

Penn State began collaborating with Ukraine in 1992 
when the Woskob family, with roots in Ukraine, helped open 
the door for an educational exchange program. Since then, 
the College of Agricultural Sciences has developed relation-
ships with eight agricultural universities in Ukraine.

In 2006 the Woskob family established the Woskob New 

Century Fund for Ukraine, an endowment that bolsters the 
university’s commitment to fostering connections between 
Pennsylvania and Ukraine. The endowment promotes part-
nerships, builds institutions and creates networks of sup-
port for agricultural entrepreneurs and industries as the 
foundation for a democratic and market-oriented Ukraine. 
It supports faculty development programs, joint research, 
graduate assistantships, conferences and exchanges with 
universities and businesses in Ukraine.

“CRDF Global is grateful for the generous support of the 
Woskob New Century Fund and its ongoing support of 
Ukrainian science. We also commend Penn State for its 
enduring commitment to Ukrainian agricultural scientists 
and its willingness to engage in cross-border collaboration 
with these highly talented and accomplished researchers,” 
said Cathy Campbell, CRDF Global president and chief 
executive officer.

“The support of the Woskob family has for years created 
strong bonds between Penn State and Ukraine,” added 
Deanna Behring, director of international programs for 
Penn State’s College of Agricultural Sciences. “We are excit-
ed that they have chosen to help us embark on this new 
phase of activity that will create a lasting institutional capa-
bility in Ukraine.”

To learn more about contributing to the creation of the 
Research and Education Center for Agricultural 
Technologies in Ukraine, contact Dr. Marilyn Pifer at mpi-
fer@crdfglobal.org.

Established in 1995, CRDF Global promotes international 
scientific and technical collaboration through grants, techni-
cal resources, training and services. CRDF Global has nearly 
20 years of experience managing international research 
funding programs and supporting emerging science and 
technology infrastructure in more than 40 countries in 
Eurasia, the Middle East, North Africa and South Asia.

2014 to forge a political union between the two popular 
politicians.

As a result, Mr. Klitschko didn’t run against Mr. 
Poroshenko for the presidency and instead became the 
chair of the Kyiv City Council (mayor).

Mr. Firtash thus gained influence over the Kyiv mayor’s 
office through Mr. Klitschko, and the SBU through Mr. 
Nalyvaichenko, both of whom are widely reported by political 
observers to be loyal to the nation’s biggest natural gas trader. 

Yet relations between Messrs. Nalyvaichenko and 
Poroshenko turned for the worse when Mr. Firtash became 
a target of the president’s deoligarchization campaign, Mr. 
Oleshchuk said. 

Although the state actions against Mr. Firtash and his 
assets were largely carried out by Internal Affairs Minister 
Arsen Avakov, a member of the People’s Front party who is 
loyal to Prime Minister Arseniy Yatsenyuk, Mr. Firtash has 
also been affected by the decisions of the president and his 
loyal prosecutors.

For instance, the president on April 20 signed the law on 
the natural gas market, which forced Ukraine’s natural gas 
distribution companies, most of which are owned by Mr. 
Firtash, to pay rent for using the state’s network of pipes, to 
which they previously had free access.

At that point, it became apparent to the president that 
Mr. Nalyvaichenko, who has reportedly been aligned with 
Mr. Firtash for at least three years, would place the oli-
garch’s interests above his, observers said.

“Firtash’s conflict with the president certainly influ-
enced the dismissal of Nalyvaichenko as it fomented mutu-
al distrust,” Mr. Oleshchuk said.

With the noose tightening, Mr. Nalyvaichenko decided in 
June to pursue some anti-corruption measures in order to 

cast the image of a fighter for good, chased away by corrupt 
elements, as a launching pad for his potential political 
career, Mr. Oleshchuk said.

Some of these maneuvers were designed for the media, 
but all of them were targeted at those loyal to Mr. 
Poroshenko. And Mr. Nalyvaichenko made them after 
meeting on June 10 with Mr. Poroshenko, who offered him 
the post of head of the SBU’s Foreign Reconnaissance 
Department, Serhiy Leshchenko of the Poroshenko Bloc 
told Hromadske TV in a June 17 interview. 

Yet on June 12, Mr. Nalyvaichenko decided to announce 
at a roundtable event in Kyiv that he had dismissed the 
directors of the SBU’s Anti-Corruption and Organized 
Crime Administration, including its first deputy head, Yurii 
Artiukhov, who was identified by the insider.ua news site 
as being loyal to Mr. Poroshenko. 

The same evening, Mr. Nalyvaichenko went on the 
“Shuster Live” talk show – broadcast by the Inter television 
network reported to be controlled by Mr. Firtash – to 
accuse an unidentified former deputy prosecutor general 
of taking bribes from the owners of an allegedly illegal gas-
oline storage facility outside of Kyiv that exploded and 
burned for a week.

He also said he filed criminal charges for “ecocide” in 
relation to the gasoline storage base fire.

“The last straw for Poroshenko was when he aired dirty 
laundry on the Shuster show,” Mr. Oleshchuk said. “He 
never made such public scandals in the past. The president 
sets a firm line and never liked those who tried to play 
their own political game.”

On June 14, Mr. Nalyvaichenko was notified that his June 
16-17 visit to the U.S. was canceled. He was supposed to 
speak before members of the U.S. House of Representatives 
and meet with high-ranking officials.

On June 15, Mr. Nalyvaichenko identified the accused 
prosecutor as Anatolii Danylenko, who was dismissed in 
February after he stood accused of corruption. (Two days 

later, the owner of the gasoline storage facility accused Mr. 
Danylenko of trying to conduct a corporate raid on the 
company.)

Mr. Danylenko is a “kum” (parent of a godchild) to Vitalii 
Yarema, who was Mr. Poroshenko’s procurator general before 
leaving in February after mounting public dissatisfaction.

On the night of June 15, Mr. Poroshenko called a meeting 
of the Poroshenko Bloc to vote in favor of Mr. 
Nalyvaichenko’s dismissal, reported pravda.com.ua, citing 
an anonymous source in the parliamentary faction.

The same night, Mr. Klitschko tweeted that the UDAR 
party members who are part of the Poroshenko Bloc par-
liamentary faction would not support the dismissal vote.

At that point, it became apparent that the Vienna pact 
between Messrs. Poroshenko and Klitschko was over and 
that the two politicians, and their respective political par-
ties, were now competitors, Mr. Leshchenko said. “It was 
obvious to me that Firtash used his ties in the SBU to 
resolve his corporate conflicts,” he told Hromadske TV.

In the days leading to the vote, Mr. Leshchenko led a 
campaign on his Ukrayinska Pravda blog and Facebook 
page to expose Mr. Nalyvaichenko as an agent of Mr. 
Firtash, an alliance he said began as early as 2009. As late 
as last year, Mr. Nalyvaichenko acted to prevent an 
American businessman from entering Ukraine to defend 
against a corporate raid by Mr. Firtash, Mr. Leshchenko 
alleged.

Leading up to the dismissal vote, Mr. Nalyvaichenko 
denied any involvement with Mr. Firtash’s business schemes.

Yet it seems to most political observers that the conflict 
surrounding Mr. Nalyvaichenko is merely the latest chapter 
in the power struggle among Ukraine’s oligarchs, including 
Mr. Poroshenko himself, who will be seeking to take con-
trol of the SBU and will have to muster enough votes in the 
Verkhovna Rada to do so.

“Nalyvaichenko’s resignation is more than likely merely 
the first act in a big political drama,” Mr. Magda said. 

(Continued from page 1)

Verkhovna Rada...

He positively evaluated the results of the G-7 summit 
concerning support for Ukraine, noting not only its posi-
tion on the necessity of compliance with the Minsk agree-
ments, but also the G-7’s stand that the annexation of 
Crimea was illegal.

The president urged the Ukrainian World Congress to 
intensify efforts in advocating the interests of Ukraine 
regarding its European orientation, disseminating informa-

tion on the implementation of reforms, countering Russian 
propaganda and supporting the ratification of Ukraine’s 
Association Agreement with the European Union. Mr. 
Poroshenko said the latter process is not a simple formal 
procedure, but an “important political process that demon-
strates recognition of the European aspirations of 
Ukrainians.”

Mr. Poroshenko also highlighted the importance of a 
visa-free regime for Ukrainians not only with the countries 
of the EU, but also with Canada, Japan and Australia.

He pointed to the need for specialists on psychological 
aid to the military and demobilized warriors and spoke of 
his directive on the implementation of initiatives by volun-

teers with military experience in Iraq and other military 
conflicts.

In turn, UWC President Czolij reported that the 
Ukrainian World Congress had established a mission in 
Ukraine in order to better coordinate actions. The estab-
lished council includes Ukrainian diaspora representatives 
from 48 countries.

Mr. Czolij congratulated Mr. Poroshenko on the first 
anniversary of his presidency and presented him with an 
icon of St. Nicholas. “We hope that St. Nicholas will give you 
health, strength and endurance to protect the territorial 
integrity of Ukraine and make Ukraine an independent, 
confident and democratic European state,” he said.

(Continued from page 1)

Poroshenko and UWC...
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UCCA leaders meet with Arseniy Yatsenyuk

UCCA

WASHINGTON – Members of the Ukrainian Congress 
Committee of America met on June 3 with Yulia 
Tymoshenko, Ukraine’s former prime minister. Ms. 
Tymoshenko, who was in Washington for meetings with 
members of Congress and government officials, asked to 
meet with the UCCA to discuss ways in which the 
Ukrainian diaspora can continue assisting Ukraine. 

According to Ms. Tymoshenko, the three issues high-
lighted during all of her meetings on Capitol Hill were mili-
tary, economic and humanitarian assistance for Ukraine.

The primary purpose of Ms. Tymoshenko’s visit was to 
expound upon the fact that the Minsk II ceasefire agree-
ment has not been honored by Russia, and therefore is 
utterly ineffective. According to Ms. Tymoshenko, the so-
called ceasefire was implemented to “neutralize the sup-
port” that Ukraine was receiving from the West for defen-
sive weapons, to neutralize the EU’s implementation of 
continued sanctions against the Russian Federation, and to 
neutralize Ukraine’s advances in securing its territorial 
integrity, all of which were advancing prior to the signing 
of the Minsk II ceasefire agreement in February. 

Ms. Tymoshenko said she believes that the only way 
Ukraine will be able to maintain its territorial integrity is if 
the West, in particular the United States, provides defen-
sive military equipment. In her words, “strength deters 
and weakness provokes.” However, Ms. Tymoshenko 
underscored that, if provided, the equipment must be spe-
cific and sufficient to actually help deter the Russian 
Federation from continuing its assault on Ukraine. 

When asked her opinion regarding Russia’s illegal occu-
pation of Crimea, Ms. Tymoshenko confessed that although 
she feels Crimea would probably not return to Ukraine 
until either the Putin regime was out of power or forcibly 
ousted, she is pleased that the international community 
does not recognize Russia’s illegal annexation. 

Her second point of discussion was the rapidly deterio-

rating economic situation in Ukraine. The devaluation of 
the hryvnia, as well as the high rate of inflation are just two 
of the main factors responsible for Ukraine’s current eco-
nomic decline. She also offered some insight on how to 
reform Ukraine’s economy and put the country on a sus-
tainable path of growth. 

One of her biggest concerns for Ukraine’s economic 
future is the rigorous requirements, or what Ms. 
Tymoshenko referred to as “shock therapy,” placed upon 
Ukraine by the International Monetary Fund. She pointed 
out that these austerity measures were not only making 
the lives of regular Ukrainians worse, but were potentially 
sowing the seeds of dissent. 

Shaking public confidence can be especially harmful, 
particularly during the current war, as it can generate strife 

on an internal level at a time when unity is of the utmost 
importance, Ms. Tymoshenko said, adding that President 
Putin was waiting for internal dissent to take hold, as it 
could allow him and his proxies to further destabilize 
Ukraine. 

The third and most crucial point that Ms. Tymoshenko 
stressed was the ongoing humanitarian crisis that Ukraine 
now faces. As a result of the ongoing war, there are cur-
rently over 1.3 million internally displaced persons in 
Ukraine, who, according to Ms. Tymoshenko, are in desper-
ate need of basic humanitarian assistance, including food, 
medicine and housing.

Ms. Tymoshenko thanked the Ukrainian Americans for 
their unrelenting support and urged the communty to con-
tinue advocating for U.S. assistance to Ukraine.

UNIS

WASHINGTON – Ukraine’s Prime 
Minister Arseniy Yatsenyuk and Finance 
Minister Natalie Jaresko met with repre-
sentatives of Ukrainian American organiza-
tions on June 8 here at the Ukrainian 
Embassy. 

Attending the meeting were several 
executive board members of the Ukrainian 
Congress Committee of America (UCCA), 
the nation’s largest representative body of 
Americans of Ukrainian descent, including 
Tamara Olexy, UCCA president; Michael 
Sawkiw Jr., Ukrainan National Information 
Service (UNIS) director and Andrij 
Dobriansky, UCCA director of communica-
tions.

The special gathering was arranged to 
welcome the prime minister back to the 
United States; it was the delegation’s first 
stop after the minister’s arrival in the U.S. 
Among fellow Ukrainians, the ministers 
shared the message the delegation planned 
to deliver to U.S. leaders and media about 

the state of Ukraine’s economic, legal and 
constitutional reforms, as well as the latest 
on the defense efforts in Russian-occupied 
territories in Ukraine. 

Over the course of three days, the official 
visit would include meetings with Vice-
President Joe Biden, who had just returned 
from the funeral of his son, Beau, as well as 
meetings with the Speaker of the House 
John Boehner, Sen. Rob Portman, and both 
Democratic and Republican congressional 
leaders. 

Congressional Ukrainian Caucus mem-
bers Eliot Engel, Nita Lowey, Mike Quigley 
and Bill Pascrell also met with the 
Ukrainian delegation, together with House 
Minority Whip Steny Hoyer in his offices. 
The Congressional Ukrainian Caucus, 
which was initiated at the request of the 
Ukrainian Congress Committee of America, 
currently boasts a bipartisan roster of 50 
Members of Congress.

That evening, Ms. Olexy, Mr. Sawkiw and 
Mr. Dobriansky were invited as guests of 
American Jewish Committee’s Executive 

Director David Harris to the AJC Global 
Forum in Washington. Together with a del-
egation of 50 flag-waving Jewish 
Ukrainians, the crowd of over 2,000, includ-
ing diplomats from 30 countries and repre-
sentatives of Jewish communities from 
across the U.S. and over 70 countries 
around the world, welcomed Prime 
Minister Yatsenyuk to the podium – the 
first visit ever to the Global Forum by a 
Ukrainian prime minister in the AJC’s histo-
ry. (Mr. Yatsenyuk delivered a video mes-
sage to last year’s Global Forum, much like 
those delivered this year by German 
Chancellor Angela Merkel, Japanese Prime 
Minister Shinzo Abe and Israeli Prime 
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu.) 

In introducing Ukraine’s prime minister, 
Mr. Harris declared that the AJC stands 
“strong and united with Ukraine in its 
struggle to chart its own democratic desti-
ny and preserve its territorial integrity.”

In 1991, the AJC became the first Jewish 
organization outside of Ukraine to call on 
President George H.W. Bush to recognize 

the country’s independence from Moscow. 
Since then, it has staunchly supported a 
free and democratic Ukraine. 

During his address to the Global Forum, 
Prime Minister Yatsenyuk stated, “Today, 
Ukraine is the only country in the world 
fighting against the regular Russian army… 
This is a war not just between Ukraine and 
Russia. This war is between the past and 
the future, between day and night, between 
freedom and dictatorship.”

Mr. Yatsenyuk concluded his remarks by 
declaring that unity of Western democra-
cies would help Ukraine win the war. “We 
will regain control of Donetsk and Luhansk, 
and Crimea will again be part of Ukraine. …
We will never surrender. We will fight and 
win. We will succeed.”

Following the evening session, the 
UCCA’s president was invited to a private, 
off-the-record dinner hosted by the AJC 
where national and global directors of the 
organization had the opportunity to speak 
candidly with Prime Minister Yatsenyuk 
and Minister Jaresko. 

Meeting in Washington (from left) are: Michael Sawkiw Jr., director, Ukrainian National Information Service; 
Marusia Sloniewsky, UNIS; the Rev. Vasyl Kharuk, pastor, Ukrainian Catholic National Shrine of the Holy Family; 
Yulia Tymoshenko; Irene Chalupa, former correspondent for RFE/RL; Tamara Olexy, president, Ukrainian 
Congress Committee of America; Alexa Chopivsky, CEO, Transnational Education Group; and Hryhoriy Nemyria, 

member of Ukraine’s Parliament.

UCCA confers with Yulia Tymoshenko

Quotable notes
“The focus on Ukraine in the [U.N.] 

Security Council is important, because it 
gives me the chance – on behalf of the 
United States – to lay out the mounting 
evidence of Russia’s aggression, its obfus-
cation, and its outright lies. 

“...But there is something more impor-
tant that is often lost in the international 
discussion about Russia’s efforts to 
impose its will on Ukraine. And that is you 
– the people of Ukraine – and your right to 
determine the course of your own coun-
try’s future. Far too often, people tell the 
story of what is happening today in 
Ukraine without you in it. It is East versus 
West. ...The irony of applying this way of 

thinking to the current crisis is that it goes 
against the very ethos of the Maidan, 
which was – and still is – about putting 
you, the Ukrainian people, back in the 
driver’s seat of your country’s future. ...It 
is this idea – that the people can use their 
voice to hold their leaders accountable – 
that is so threatening to leaders like 
President [Vladimir] Putin, and the auto-
cratic governments they lead. And it is the 
reason Moscow is working so desperately 
to sabotage your efforts at reform. 

“...It is bitterly ironic that the Russian 

government – which views international 
support for NGOs that promote human 
rights as an unacceptable threat to its 
security – it is ironic that that same gov-
ernment has no qualms bankrolling, 
training and arming separatist move-
ments in multiple neighboring countries, 
and sending its soldiers across Russia’s 
borders to fight alongside those same 
fighters. You tell me: which of these is the 
true foreign agent: Russian NGOs in 
Russia or Russian soldiers in Ukraine? 

“...America believes that your struggle 

has resonance far beyond your sovereign 
borders. And because we believe that 
there is no greater cause than the cause of 
human dignity. …

“You, Ukraine, are standing tall for your 
freedom. And if you stand tall together – 
no kleptocrat, no oligarch and no foreign 
power can stop you.”

– U.S. Permanent Representative to the 
United Nations Samantha Power, delivering 
an address to the people of Ukraine in Kyiv on 
June 11, as quoted by the Ukrainian Canadian 
Congress. (A transcript of Ambassador 
Power’s remarks is available at http://usun.
state.gov/briefing/statements/243583.htm.)
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by Yaro Bihun

WASHINGTON – The large gathering of parishioners and 
others who came to the Sunday, May 31, liturgy at 
Washington’s Ukrainian Catholic National Shrine of the 
Holy Family were overwhelmed by what they witnessed 
that morning. Their church choir sang a new composition 
of the Divine Liturgy of St. John Chrysostom No. 3 in 
English, under the direction of its composer Roman Hurko.

And they cheered and expressed their appreciation to 
the composer-conductor during the church hall reception 
that followed.

The choir, a number of whose members also sing with 
the Washington Spiv-Zhyttya chorus, had rehearsed the 
new liturgical composition for close to half a year, under 
the direction of its conductors, and in two rehearsals just 
before the Washington debut with the composer himself.

“What [conductors] Stefan Szyszka and Oksana 
Lassovska have done here is incredible – to bring this 
group together, to give this burst of enthusiasm to this 
church,” is how Roman Hurko described that occasion in an 
interview following the reception.

“I’ve heard many compliments today about how prayer-
ful the service was, how engaged the people were, and I 
just hope that they keep doing it and pass this along,” he 
added.

Mr. Hurko, who now resides in New York, refers to him-
self as a “Canadian American of Ukrainian descent.” He was 
born and grew up in Canada, where his parents emigrated 
to via Australia after World War II. And he thanks his moth-
er, who always sang around the house, for launching him 
into his professional career in music and composition, 
especially in religious music.

“At one point I got very frustrated with the music in 
church, and she said to me: ‘Stop complaining and do 
something about it.’ And that’s when I started the student 
choir, and we started singing, first very simply… and then 
gradually putting in four-part pieces. And that’s how I 
guess I got started.”

That was 30 years ago, and that choir still exists today, 
he said, adding, “It’s something that I hope all church 
choirs will think of, not just to be happy with what you 
have now. Know that we’re not eternal, and that we have to 
bring people in and we have to pass this on.”

Mr. Hurko earned a B.A. degree in music history and the-
ory at the University of Toronto, and a master of arts and 
religion degree at the Yale Institute of Sacred Music. He is a 
member of the Composers Union of Ukraine.

He completed the Divine Liturgy of St. John Chrysostom 
in 1999 in commemoration of the Millennium of 
Christianity in Rus’-Ukraine. It was performed for the first 
time in 2011 in Chicago by the Schola Cantorum of St. Peter 

the Apostle, and a CD recording of it was made that same 
year. It was also performed in New York – as an evening lit-
urgy in a Roman Catholic church and followed the next 
morning at St. George Ukrainian Catholic Church.

His major liturgical compositions also include the 
Panakhyda/Requiem for the victims of the Chornobyl 
nuclear disaster.

Mr. Hurko’s musical career also includes opera, theater 
and films productions, and – as he was quick to add – he 
has translated and set a few of his mother’s poems to 
music.

Asked if this creative work was enough to earn a living, 
he replied, “It’s a labor of love.”

Composer Roman Hurko conducts the choir of the Ukrainian Catholic National Shrine of the Holy Family singing 
his composition of the Divine Liturgy of St. John Chrysostom in English.

Yaro Bihun

Hurko’s new composition of the liturgy sung at Ukrainian Catholic National Shrine

by Yaro Bihun

WASHINGTON – The music lovers who came to the June 
5 evening concert at the Ukrainian Embassy knew that this 
would be a remarkable performance by Ukrainian soprano 

Sofia Soloviy and composer-pianist Elia Andrea Corazza.
Some of them had already attended the duo’s first 

Washington Group Cultural Fund Music Series concert last 
November, and they spread the word about how good it 
was to their friends who hadn’t been able to attend 

because it was on Thanksgiving weekend. But they all 
came together to fill Embassy’s main hall at the encore 
TWGCF Music Series Soloviy-Corazza concert.

And, judging by the loud and lasting standing ovations, 
their expectations were fulfilled.

Beginning with selected arias from operas by Giuseppe 
Verdi, Gioachino Rossini and Giacomo Puccini, and Halka’s 
aria from Polish composer Stanislaw Moniuszko’s opera 
“Halka,” Ms. Soloviy concluded the first half of the program 
with her accompanist’s own composition “April Rain.”

Ms. Soloviy’s opera singing career began in Lviv and 
then took her through Europe – Italy, France, Spain, 
Germany Austria, Poland, the Netherlands and Belgium, as 
well as to other venues in Ukraine and now to the United 
States.

Dr. Corazza, is a pianist with a Ph.D. in musicology from 
the University of Bologna (Italy). In addition to being a pia-
nist and teacher, he is also a conductor and a composer of 
music in various genres, from neoclassical to contempo-
rary electronic.

Judging by the audience’s reaction, the pieces per-
formed in the second half of the program went straight to 
their hearts: Rusalka’s aria from Antonin Dvorak’s 
“Rusalka,” Oksana’s aria from Yuliy Meitus’ “Haydamaky,” 
Yakiv Stepovyj’s “Oy Try Shliakhy Shyrokiyi,” Ihor 
Sonevytsky’s “Tvii Usmikh Maye Spokii Kvity,” Volodymyr 
Vermenych’s “Chornobryvtsi” and Mykola Lysenko’s “De 
Ty, Doniu.”

A long standing ovation brought the performers out for 
three encores and “Oy Khodyt Son” as the finale, and 
another standing ovation.

Soprano Sofia Soloviy and Elia Andrea Corazza conclude their concert at the Ukrainian Embassy in Washington 
with an emotional Ukrainian folk song.

Yaro Bihun

 Soloviy-Corazzo concert at Embassy of Ukraine earns standing ovations

There is only a small minority in Canada that mistakenly 
thinks that Mr. Putin can be engaged and appeased, and 
that sacrificing Ukraine’s interests to Mr. Putin’s folly will 
assure “peace for our time.” Sadly, this small minority 

ignores the painful lessons of the 20th century. The vast 
majority of Canadians know that the people of Ukraine 
have a right to live freely and choose their own destiny 
without Russian interference or meddling in their internal 
affairs.

The Canadian government’s policy has become the 
barometer for constructive support for Ukraine, and it is 
this broad-based, non-partisan support that we believe 

allows Canada to be a leader on the world stage and at the 
G-7.

On the occasion of Prime Minister Harper’s visit to 
Ukraine, the Ukrainian Canadian community expresses its 
deep gratitude for our government’s leadership and stead-
fast friendship for Ukraine.

Today, Canada stands among Ukraine’s greatest friends, 
something deeply cherished by the people of Ukraine.

(Continued from page 7)

Canadian values...
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close to the ruined Donetsk airport, which 
rebel forces took control of in January after 
months of heavy fighting. Many called for 
the separatist leadership to provide them 
with housing further from the front lines. 
Some of the protesters urged the separat-
ists to launch a big offensive against gov-
ernment forces in order to drive them fur-
ther from Donetsk, which the rebels say 
frequently comes under fire. Donetsk sepa-
ratist leader Aleksandr Zakharchenko met 
with the protesters and told them, “I cannot 
stop the war.” Mr. Zakharchenko arrived at 
the scene on crutches, saying he had 
recently been wounded, and under the pro-
tection of numerous bodyguards. He 
blamed Kyiv for the most recent hostilities 
and for the protest itself, claiming: “This 
rally was organized by the Ukrainian lead-
ership.” (RFE/RL’s Russian Service and 
RFE/RL’s Ukrainian Service, with reporting 
by Agence France-Presse, Interfax, Novaya 
Gazeta and The New York Times) 

Russia warns U.S. about deployment 

MOSCOW – Russia says it is not carrying 
out any “unusual military activity” and urges 
Washington to fully implement a Cold War-
era arms control accord. In a statement on 

June 11, the Russian Foreign Affairs Ministry 
warned that the deployment of missiles by 
the United States near Russia’s borders 
would mean the “total destruction” of the 
Intermediate-range Nuclear Forces (INF) 
treaty. Russia also accused the United States 
of pushing Kyiv to continue the conflict in 
eastern Ukraine, where government forces 
have been battling Russian-backed separat-
ists for more than a year. The statement 
comes after a U.S. State Department report 
accused Russia of violating its arms treaty 
obligations. Earlier this month, U.S. defense 
officials reportedly discussed deploying 
land-based missiles in Europe in response 
to Russia’s alleged violation of the INF trea-
ty. (RFE/RL, based on reporting by Reuters, 
TASS and Interfax)

Russia rejects report over Crimea 

VIENNA – Russia has refused to accept 
the annual report of the United Nations’ 
nuclear watchdog because it asserts that a 
nuclear reactor in the city of Sevastopol is 
in Ukraine. Russia’s envoy to the United 
Nations in Vienna confirmed on June 8 that 
Moscow will dispute the report by the 
International Atomic Energy Agency 
(IAEA). Diplomat Vladimir Voronkov said 
the report “contradicts reality.” Russia 
annexed the Ukrainian Black Sea peninsula 
of Crimea in March 2014, a move that has 
not been recognized by most of the interna-

tional community. A Western diplomat told 
Reuters that it was unlikely, however, that 
Moscow will block the report. Ukraine’s 
state EnergoAtom agency has informed the 
IAEA that it cannot accept responsibility for 
nuclear facilities in Crimea because it has 
had no access to them since the annexation. 
(RFE/RL, based on reporting by Reuters 
and ITAR-TASS.)

Pope urges ‘sincere’ effort for peace 

VATICAN CITY – The Vatican says Pope 
Francis has urged Russian President 
Vladimir Putin to commit himself to a “sin-
cere and great effort” for peace in Ukraine. 
A statement issued after the pontiff and Mr. 
Putin met for about 50 minutes in the 
Vatican on June 10 added that the two 
agreed on the need to recreate a climate of 
dialogue and to implement the Minsk 
agreement, a peace deal struck in the 
Belarusian capital earlier this year. Pope 
Francis presented Mr. Putin with an “angel 
of peace” medallion. “It is the angel who 
wins all wars and speaks of solidarity 
between all peoples,” the pontiff told the 
Russian leader. It was the men’s second 
meeting since Francis became pope in 
2013. Ahead of the talks, the leader of the 
Ukrainian Greek-Catholic Church, Patriarch 
Sviatoslav, expressed hope that the talks 
between Mr. Putin and the pope “will help 
to stop war in Ukraine.” Patriarch Sviatoslav 
told reporters in Warsaw on June 9 that he 
believed that Christians should strive to 
promote peace and reconciliation, and that 
his parishioners prayed every day for peace 
in Ukraine’s east, where more than 6,400 
people have been killed in just over a year 
of fighting between Ukrainian armed forces 
and pro-Russian separatists. “Ukraine’s 
independence is a matter of European secu-
rity and peace in the European Union,” the 
primate told journalists, adding that Pope 
Francis was well-informed about what is 
happening in Ukraine, and calling the pon-
tiff’s meeting with Putin “one way to stop 
this war.” He added, “We, Catholics, believe 
that the holy father, as a follower of Christ 
on Earth, has a special grace of the Holy 
Spirit, which will not allow the continuation 
of this aggression and war.” The U.S. ambas-
sador to the Holy See, Kenneth Hackett, said 
Washington “would like to see the Vatican 
increase its” concern about events in 
Ukraine. “We think they could say some-
thing more about concern of territorial 
integrity, those types of issues,” Mr. Hackett 

said. “It does seem that Russia is supporting 
the insurgents. And it does seem that there 
are Russian troops inside Ukraine. This is a 
very serious situation.” (RFE/RL, with 
reporting by Interfax, TASS, Reuters, 
Deutsche Press-Agentur, the Associated 
Press and News.ugcc.ua)

Russian opposition lawmaker faces probe 

MOSCOW – Russia’s Investigative 
Committee says it has launched a criminal 
inquiry against Ilya Ponomaryov, the lone 
State Duma representative to vote against 
the 2014 annexation of Crimea from 
Ukraine. Mr. Ponomaryov, a member of the 
A Just Russia party, is accused of embezzling 
money earmarked for the Skolkovo science 
and technology park project outside 
Moscow. Investigative Committee spokes-
man Vladimir Markin said on June 9 that 
since Mr. Ponomaryov was currently resid-
ing outside Russia, the committee planned 
to seek an international arrest warrant for 
him. In April, Russia’s State Duma, the lower 
house of Parliament, voted to strip Mr. 
Ponomaryov’s immunity from prosecution. 
Lawmakers from A Just Russia announced 
on June 8 that they had begun the process of 
stripping Mr. Ponomaryov of his parliamen-
tary mandate. Sergei Mironov, leader of the 
party’s parliamentary faction, told reporters 
in Moscow that the move had nothing to do 
with the charges faced by Mr. Ponomaryov, 
but with the fact that he had not attended 
parliamentary sessions since September. 
Authorities accuse Mr. Ponomaryov, one of a 
handful of opposition lawmakers in the 
State Duma, of embezzling some 22 million 
rubles (about $393,000) earmarked for the 
Skolkovo technology hub. Mr. Ponomaryov 
denies wrongdoing and says the embezzle-
ment allegations are politically motivated. 
Mr. Ponomaryov was the only Duma mem-
ber to vote in March 2014 against a treaty to 
annex Crimea from Ukraine, preventing a 
unanimous show of support in the 
450-member body. He told RFE/RL that he 
voted “absolutely correctly and would vote 
in exactly the same way again.” (RFE/RL, 
with reporting by RFE/RL’s Russian Service 
and Interfax)

 ‘Underground clinic’ treats rebels 

ROSTOV-ON-DON, Russia – Training 
bases, border crossings and burials on the 
sly – the southern Russian region of Rostov 

(Continued on page 13)
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TO PLACE YOUR AD CALL WALTER HONCHARYk (973) 292-9800 x3040
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Earn Extra incomE!
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Walter Honcharyk, Advertising Manager,  
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STEPHAN J. WELHASCH
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548 Snyder Ave., Berkeley Heights, NJ 07922
Tel.: 908-508-1728 • Fax: (973) 292-0900

e-mail: swelhasch@gmail.com
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For 2 children (ages 9 and 6) based 
in Philadelphia (downtown). 
Strong English language required / 
Ukrainian speaking preferred.

Call Katya at 215-284-1568

foot unfurnished, one-room apartments for 
$26,000 in five-story buildings. For more 
details, readers may visit www.sofslobod-
ka.com.ua or call Maksym Paloniy at 011-
380-63-273-3371.

For $50,000: A 6,458-square-foot plot 
of land is available in Kyiv’s Rusanivski 
Sady neighborhood of single-family homes 
on Kyiv’s Left Bank, just a mile north of the 
Resurrection of Christ Patriarchal 
Cathedral. During Soviet times, the Sady 
had been built up with small dachas for the 
Communist elite. The plot has such a dacha 
(646 square feet in area), which needs to 
be torn down to develop the property. For 
more details, visit http://blagovist.ua/
object/117465585 or contact Anna 
Volodymyrivna at 011-380-44-498-6007. 

For $148,000: The Central Park apart-
ment building is offering a three-room 
unfurnished apartment of 995 square feet. 
It features two bathrooms, a 154-square-
foot kitchen and a 47-square-foot balcony, 
and is outfitted with electricity and plumb-
ing. The 23-story Central Park is located on 
Ivana Kudri Street on the southern edge of 
the Pechersk district, within walking dis-

tance of the metro, the Ocean Plaza shop-
ping mall, a supermarket and several 
schools. The building offers concierge ser-
vice and underground parking; a fitness 
center is planned. The quoted price is for 
the first four floors (prices are higher for the 
same apartment model on higher floors, 
which offer views of central Kyiv). The price 
of $119 per square foot is far less expensive 
than the average price of a three-room fur-
nished apartment in the Holosiyiskyi dis-
trict, which is $149 per square foot, accord-
ing to blagovist.ua. For more details, visit 
http://centralpark.com.ua/ru/apartment/
trekhkomnatnye/ 3komnatnaya_kvartira_
ploshchadyu_924_kvm/ or contact Olia at 
011-380-44-374-1111.

Fo r  $ 1 8 0 , 0 0 0 :  A  t w o - s t o r y, 
1,292-square-foot brick house is for sale on 
Yahidna Street in the Holosiyivskyi district 
in Kyiv, near the Holosiyivskyi forest and a 
cascading lake. The first floor features a liv-
ing room, kitchen with modern appliances, 
furniture made of natural wood and a recre-
ational room with bathroom. The second-
floor mansard offers a picturesque view. The 
house was built in 2002 on a 4,306-square-
foot plot of land that includes a patio and 
grill, extended lawn and a two-car garage. 
For more details, visit http://blagovist.ua/
object/83919135 or contact Tetiana 
Volodymyrivna at 011-380-44- 498-6007.

(Continued from page 5)
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has been buzzing with reports of covert 
military activity since conflict broke out in 
neighboring eastern Ukraine last spring. 
Now, a prominent Russian magazine says 
militants maimed in the conflict are being 
treated at a secretive facility in the provin-
cial capital, Rostov-on-Don, the latest evi-
dence that separatist fighters are being qui-
etly transferred across the border for care. 
Rostov-based journalist Yelena Romanova 
says she has discovered a makeshift clinic 
caring for men who lost limbs while fight-
ing government forces in eastern Ukraine, 
where more than 6,400 people have been 
killed and some 16,000 wounded since 
April 2014. Her article, which appeared on 
June 1 in The New Times, features inter-
views with recovering fighters and photos 
of maimed patients. “This is an under-
ground rehabilitation center for people 
injured in the fighting,” she wrote. “Most of 
those brought here have lost limbs. Most of 
them are Ukrainians,” but at least one was 
identified as being from Russia. The report 
casts further doubt on Russia’s repeated 
denials of involvement in the conflict. 
According to Ms. Romanova, the clinic is 
located in a detached house in a quiet 
neighborhood of Rostov-on-Don. One of the 
“coordinators” running the clinic, a man 
identified as Igor, told her that the clinic 
was currently treating 34 men and had 
seen some 150 patients in total. He refused 
to reveal how the facility was funded, say-
ing only that it relied on private donations. 
RFE/RL reported on a similar facility in 
Azov, a city in the Rostov region, in 
February. Two dozen Ukrainian separatists 
were receiving treatment there at the time. 
The clinic had also been set up in a private 
home. And like their peers in Rostov-on-
Don, the patients had no idea who was 
footing their medical bills. (Claire Bigg and 
Grigory Bakunin of RFE/RL)

Dzhemilev’s son gets five-year sentence

KRASNODAR, Russia –  Khaiser 
Dzhemilev, son of veteran Crimean Tatar 
leader Mustafa Dzhemilev, who was found 
guilty of manslaughter by a Russian court, 
was sentenced on June 10 to five years in 
prison. His lawyer, Nikolai Polozov, said he 
will appeal. According to Mr. Polozov, a 
court in Kyiv previously sentenced Mr. 
Dzhemilev to three years and eight months 
on the same charges. He said Russia cannot 
by law sentence a citizen of another coun-
try for a crime he has already been convict-
ed of at home. Mr. Polozov also said that 
Russia ignored a ruling by the European 
Court of Human Rights that said that Russia 
must release Khaiser Dzhemilev from 
detention as he is a Ukrainian citizen and 
committed a crime in Ukraine against 
another Ukrainian citizen. He was arrested 
in May 2013 by Ukrainian authorities in 
connection with the shooting death of his 
friend. Mr. Dzhemilev had claimed that he 
shot his friend by accident. He faced a pos-
sible murder sentence but was found guilty 
by the Krasnodar court on June 2 of death 
by negligence, which carries a lesser sen-
tence. He was also found guilty of stealing 
and possessing a firearm. After Crimea’s 
annexation by Russia in March 2014, the 
Moscow-backed authorities took over the 
case and transferred him to Russia’s 
Krasnodar region. Khaiser Dzhemilev was 
held on three charges under the Russian 
Criminal Code, including murder and illegal 
possession of weapons. Mustafa Dzhemilev, 
who strongly protested the annexation of 
Crimea and is currently living in Kyiv, was 
barred in May from entering the peninsula 
and has claimed Russia was holding his son 
hostage. The elder Mr. Dzhemilev, 71, is a 
member of the Ukrainian Parliament and a 
well-known Soviet-era human rights activ-

ist. He served six jail sentences in Soviet 
prison camps from 1966 to 1986. He is also 
known for going on a 303-day hunger 
strike – the longest in the history of the 
Soviet human rights movement. (RFE/RL, 
based on reporting by RIA and TASS)

Chubarov: TV station to be ‘propaganda tool’ 

PRAGUE – Russia will establish a 
Crimean Tatar broadcasting company to 
replace TV and radio stations shut down by 
the Moscow-controlled government this 
spring, but a senior leader of the annexed 
peninsula’s Muslim ethnic minority dis-
missed the initiative as a bid to create a 
“propaganda tool.” Refat Chubarov, the 
leader of the Crimean Tatar Mejlis, told 
RFE/RL that the new broadcaster in the 
Crimean Tatar language will be “another 
propaganda tool for the occupiers in 
Crimea. …What they are creating is a media 
outlet fully controlled by the illegal govern-
ment of annexed Crimea.” Mr. Chubarov has 
been barred from Russia, and the Russian 
authorities in Crimea recently said he is 
being investigated on suspicion of separat-
ism. In an order issued on June 9, the 
Moscow-backed government that controls 
Crimea said the Public Crimean Tatar 
Television and Radio Corporation (OKKT) 
must be registered by July 1. It said the 
regional State Commission for Nationalities 
will help establish the new broadcaster and 
will supervise its activities. The corpora-
tion’s main goals were described as “pro-
duction and distribution of television and 
radio programs providing thorough and 
multifaceted coverage of social, political, 
economic and cultural activities of the 
Republic of Crimea... mainly in the Crimean 
Tatar language.” The Kremlin-backed head 
of the Crimean government, Sergei 
Aksyonov, told a Cabinet session that the 
broadcaster will be funded by the federal 
government in Moscow, which he said has 
allocated 177 million rubles ($3.2 million) 
for the purpose. “The issue of the public 
Crimean Tatar television is a major goal for 
the Ministry of Communication and 
Information,” Mr. Aksyonov said. The 
Russian authorities announced plans for a 
new TV and radio company shortly after 
the only independent TV channel broad-
casting in the Crimean Tatar language, ATR, 
was forced to shut down and stopped oper-
ating on April 1. (Merhat Sharipzhan of 
RFE/RL, with reporting by the Crimean 
Desk of RFE/RL’s Ukrainian Service)

Europarliament: Russia not a partner

STARSBOURG, France – On June 10 the 
European Parliament adopted a resolution 
on European Union-Russia relations, which 
stated, “Whereas Russia has – by illegally 
annexing Crimea, an action which was 
strongly condemned by the EU and which 
will not be recognized, and waging an 
armed conflict against Ukraine, with the 
direct and indirect participation of military 
and security services, and by deliberately 
destabilizing this neighboring sovereign 
and independent country – profoundly 
damaged its relationship with the EU by 
jeopardizing the basic principles of Europe’s 
security by not respecting borders and by 
breaking its international commitments, 
notably the United Nations Charter, the 
Helsinki Final Act ,  the Budapest 
Memorandum, the 1990 Paris Charter for a 
New Europe and the bilateral Treaty of 
Friendship, Cooperation and Partnership; 
whereas the humanitarian situation in 
Crimea and in eastern Ukraine has consid-
erably deteriorated, with a death toll of sev-
eral thousand... In this context, the EU can-
not envisage a return to ‘business as usual’ 
and has no choice but to conduct a critical 
re-assessment of its relations with Russia, 
which includes the drafting, as promptly as 
possible, of a soft-power contingency plan 
to counter the aggressive and divisive poli-
cies conducted by Russia, and a comprehen-

sive plan on its future relations with that 
country and with its Eastern European part-
ners; underlines that the resolution of the 
conflict in eastern Ukraine can only be polit-
ical in nature; stresses that at this point 
Russia, because of its actions in Crimea and 
in eastern Ukraine, can no longer be treated 
as, or considered, a ‘strategic partner.’ ” 
(Ukrainian Canadian Congress)

Russian journalist beaten by rebels 

MOSCOW – A correspondent for a 
Russian newspaper that has challenged the 
Kremlin’s narrative about the conflict in 
Ukraine says he was detained, struck in the 
face and deported by Russian-backed sepa-
ratists in eastern Ukraine. Novaya Gazeta 
special correspondent Pavel Kanygin told 
RFE/RL that he was punched in the eye 
while handcuffed during an interrogation 
by a separatist representing the self-pro-
claimed Donetsk People’s Republic (DNR). 
Mr. Kanygin was detained on June 16, a day 
after he covered a rare rally outside the sep-
aratist leadership’s offices by local citizens 
calling for an end to the war in eastern 
Ukraine and the removal of rebel rocket 
launchers protesters said were drawing 
government forces’ fire to civilian neighbor-
hoods. Mr. Kanygin spoke to RFE/RL on 
June 17, after his return to Russia. He said 
that he was accused of illegal drug use, spy-
ing for Ukraine and the United States, and 
working on territory controlled by the sepa-
ratists without accreditation. Novaya Gazeta 
quoted Mr. Kanygin as saying one of the sep-

aratist security officers who questioned him 
“pointed a pistol at me and said that if I 
moved, he would shoot me.” Mr. Kanygin 
said he was then asked which side he was 
on in the conflict between Russian-backed 
rebels and Ukrainian government forces, 
which has killed more than 6,400 people 
since April 2014. “I said I am for peace. At 
that moment, he punched me in the eye,” he 
said. (RFE/RL’s Russian Service)

Germany arrests Ukrainian banker

BERLIN – German authorities have 
announced the arrest of a Ukrainian banker 
wanted on an international arrest warrant 
alleging financial crimes in Ukraine. 
Brandenburg State Prosecutor Juergen 
Suelldorf, who is handling the extradition 
request, said on June 17 that Boris 
Tymonkin was arrested on June 14 at the 
Schoenefeld airport outside Berlin after 
arriving on a flight from Istanbul. German 
police said Ukraine accuses Mr. Tymonkin, 
63, of defrauding the state of 281 million 
euros ($315 million). Police added that he 
was being sought by Interpol on a Ukrainian 
warrant. Ukraine’s Internal Affairs Ministry 
says the warrant was issued last month in 
relation to his suspected participation in a 
criminal organization headed by another 
wanted businessman, Serhiy Kurchenko. Mr. 
Kurchenko, a major player in Ukraine’s nat-
ural-gas industry under ex-President Viktor 
Yanukovych, fled Ukraine after Yanukovych 
was ousted. (RFE/RL, based on reporting by 
the Associated Press)

(Continued from page 12)
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Lidia Bazar
Born September 1928 in Boryslav, Ukraine.

At rest June 2015 in Saratoga Springs, 
New York.

Memorial Services: Wednesday, June 24, 2015, 
at 11 o’clock at St. Clement’s Roman Catholic 
Church, 231 Lake Avenue, Saratoga Springs, NY 
12866, and Saturday, June 20, at 10:30 a.m. at 
St. Nicholas Ukrainian Catholic Church, 2410 4th 
Avenue, Watervliet, NY 12189.

Lidia Bazar, 86, of Saratoga Springs, New York, passed away Monday 
evening, June 1st. Born in Boryslav, Ukraine, in 1928, she was the daughter 
of Mykola and Anastazia Seniw. She attended high school in Ukraine and 
college in Germany. Following World War II, she immigrated to the United 
States in 1950 with her parents, and brother, Michael Babiak, and his wife, 
Stephania. The post-war freedom and opportunities America offered to 
her and her family was an important theme for her, which she always 
remembered.

Lidia settled with her parents in Amsterdam, New York. As a young 
woman, she worked as a medical technologist at St. Clare’s Hospital in 
Schenectady. She was married in 1953 to Myron Bazar, whom she met 
in Amsterdam. Together they opened two successful businesses, the 
Mohawk Motel and the Tepee Restaurant on Main Street in Amsterdam. 
In 1990 they retired and moved to Saratoga Springs, New York.

Lidia was a great art lover, collector and an accomplished artist. Her 
friendly, outgoing personality and love for design, culture, architecture, 
and the arts provided tremendous inspiration to all her friends and family. 
She loved to travel, garden, play tennis, dance and attend fund-raising 
benefits in support of many Saratoga Springs charities. Lidia also devoted 
a great deal of her time to her family.

She is survived by her loving family: her husband of 62 years, Myron 
Bazar; her two devoted sons, Peter Bazar and his partner Veronica 
Nemethy, and Walter Bazar and wife Suzan Nolan, of Saratoga Springs; 
her nephews and nieces: Lubomyr Babiak and wife Kathleen of Rego Park, 
NY; Orest Babiak of Amsterdam NY; John Babiak and wife, Dr. Maya Bunik 
Babiak, and their three children, Larissa, Marko and Nicholas, of Denver, 
CO; and her cousins: Titus and Elizabeth Hewryk of Hunter, NY, and Peter, 
Roman, Daria, Andrij, Maryna, Daryna, Martha and Eugene Pilkiw of 
Toronto, Canada; and Halyna, John, Danya and Maya Pankiw of Toronto, 
Canada.

In lieu of flowers, the Bazar Family prefers donations to a fund for 
Ukrainian humanitarian and family relief in memory of Lidia Bazar; 
remembrances can be made by check, payable to “UCC of Rochester”, 
annotated as “Help for Ukraine in Memory of Lidia Bazar”, and mailed to 
the Ukrainian Cultural Center of Rochester, 1040 Jackson Road, Webster, 
NY 14580, or online via www.uccofrochester.org/donate.html, annotated 
as “Help for Ukraine in Memory of Lidia Bazar.”
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by Ulana Baluch Mazurkevich

WASHINGTON – A large group from the greater 
Philadelphia area attended the 75th anniversary celebra-
tion of the Ukrainian Congress Committee of America on 
May 20 in Washington. After participating in the commem-
orative program at the U.S. Capitol, part of the 
Pennsylvania delegation proceeded to a meeting with 
Christina Brown, foreign affairs assistant at the office of 
Sen. Bob Casey (D-Pa.). 

 At the meeting, Ms. Brown informed the Pennsylvanian 
Ukrainians that Sen. Casey had joined the Congressional 
Ukrainian Caucus and that the senator is concerned about 
the situation in Ukraine. The delegation underscored the 
urgency of arming Ukraine.

The Pennsylvania delegation also had a chance meeting 
with Sen. Patrick Leahy (D-Vt.), who sits on the 
Appropriations Committee and on the powerful Foreign 
Operations Appropriations Subcommittee. The Pennsylvania 
delegation thanked the senator for his support of Ukraine 
and urged him to provide military aid to Ukraine. 

In 2014 Sen. Leahy had stated: “It is imperative that we 
support [Ukraine] at this critical time and that we send a 
strong message to President [Vladimir] Putin that there 

are real consequences to the use of brute force to violate 
the territorial integrity of Russia’s neighbor.” He said his 
subcommittee, “will not only provide the budget authority 

to pay the subsidy cost of loan guarantees. We will also 
look for other ways in fiscal 2015 to protect Ukraine from 
further Russian aggression.” 

 COMMUNITY CHRONICLE

by George Hrycelak 

PARK RIDGE, Ill. – The Illinois branch of 
the Ukrainian Medical Association of North 
America (UMANA) convened at the 
Advocate Lutheran General Hospital in Park 
Ridge, Ill., to hear Bohdan Iwanetz, M.D., 
present his experience in treating chronic 
wounds with hyperbaric oxygen therapy. 

Dr. Iwanetz described the mechanism of 
healing difficult wounds using oxygen 
under pressure in a confined chamber. This 
method supplements the natural healing 
tendency of the human body and facilitates 
improvement in the efficiency of the body’s 
own immune system in fighting off bacteria 
while providing a crucial element needed 
in wound closure and scar formation. 

At the conclusion of his presentation, 
which took place on April 19, attendees 
were treated to a tour of the multi-patient 
hyperbaric chamber currently used at the 
Advocate Lutheran General Hospital, the 
only unit in the state that can treat up to 12 
patients simultaneously. Registered respi-
ratory therapist and chamber director 
Daniel Mazzolini Jr. cheerfully answered 

questions from the group and recounted 
the 40-year history of the development of 
Lutheran General’s hyperbaric unit.

Dr. Iwanetz, a Cook County Hospital-
trained general surgeon, is the director of 
the Hyperbaric Unit and Wound Care Clinic 
at Ingalls Memorial Hospital in Harvey, Ill., 
and has served as treasurer and president 
of the national office of UMANA in past 
years. He continues to be an active member 
and remains involved both at the local as 
well as national level.

The group of nearly 40 members and 
guests were welcomed by the president of 
UMANA Illinois, Dr. Arkadiush Byskosh, and 
enjoyed a delicious lunch in the scenic 
reception area outside of the Olson 
Auditorium. The group represented a wide 
swath of branch membership, including 
physicians, dentists, nurse practitioners, 
pharmacists, residents and students. 

The members continued their profes-
sional and social discussions after the 
repast, enjoying the regular quarterly get-
together of their colleagues and guests. For 
further information about upcoming events, 
readers may call UMANA, 773-278-6262.

by Alexandra Zawadiwsky

WHIPPANY, N.J. – For the second year in 
a row, the Lesia Ukrainka School of 
Ukrainian Studies (Ridna Shkola) in 
Whippany, N.J., along with the Basil 
Tershakovec Foundation (founded in mem-
ory of the long-time history teacher at 
Ridna Shkola) have administered the New 
York University Ukrainian Language 
Proficiency Exam to students to enable 
them to satisfy their collegiate foreign lan-
guage proficiency requirements, and in 
some cases, receive credits towards college 
graduation. 

In 2014, Lesyk Gorloff (Lafayette 
University, class of 2018) and Mark 
Zawadiwsky (Boston College, class of 2018) 
successfully completed both the compre-
hensive exam (matura) at Lesia Ukrainka 
School and the NYU exam, resulting in suc-
cessful fulfillment of their foreign language 
requirements at their respective colleges. 

In 2015, Andrew Gavrysh (Rutgers, 
2018), Katria Tomko (Lafayette, 2016) and 
Anastasia Julia Kowal (Penn State 
University, 2019) sat for the exam on May 

27 and will soon receive their results. 
These students had also successfully com-
pleted the matura exam.

Ridna Shkola teachers Roman Brukh 
and Olha Maryn administered the exam, 
the results of which are valid for up five 
years after completion. The exam itself 
comprises several sections of English to 
Ukrainian and Ukrainian to English transla-
tion. 

The Lesia Ukrainka School of Ukrainian 
Studies and the Basil Tershakovec 
Foundation will once again provide the 
opportunity for students to sit for the exam 
in the spring of 2016 and welcome stu-
dents from all over the tri-state area to sign 
up. (Please look for advertisements for the 
exam in Svoboda and The Ukrainian 
Weekly in the spring of 2016.)

Before taking the exam, students should 
confirm if their college will accept it and, if 
so, whether they will award credits towards 
graduation or at least allow them to satisfy 
their foreign language requirement.

For further information readers may 
contact Alexandra Zawadiwsky at Alex@
zawahouse.com.

UMANA Illinois holds symposium
on use of hyperbaric oxygen

School of Ukrainian Studies
administers NYU language exam

At the Advocate Lutheran General Hospital in Park Ridge, Ill. (from left) are: Daniel 
Mazzolini Jr., Bohdan Iwanetz, M.D., and UMANA Illinois President Arkadiush 

Byskosh, M.D.

Meeting in Washington (from left) are: Alexander Prociuk, Borys Pawluk, Lida Dygdala, Ulana Prociuk, Ulana 
Mazurkevich, Sen. Patrick Leahy, Andri Skalchuk, Nila Pawluk and Chrystia Senyk.

Maria Hrycelak
Teachers Roman Brukh and Olha Maryn flank students (from left) Anastasia Julia 
Kowal, Andrew Gavrysh and Katria Tomko, who took the NYU Ukrainian Language 

Proficiency Exam.

Anya Tomko

Pennsylvanians lobby for Ukraine
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Ukrainian prospect pulse: 
Revisiting the 2013 NHL dra� 

A first-round draft pick is usually two years from mak-
ing his way onto an National Hockey League (NHL) active 
roster. Most return to their junior club for a final year of 
spirited competition before their second training camp. 
The rare super prospect occasionally makes the jump to 
the big club in his draft year. Three Ukrainians selected in 
the first round of the 2013 NHL Entry Draft have followed 
uniquely distinctive paths into their pro careers. One made 
the NHL a year after being drafted, a second is spending his 
first pro year in the AHL (American Hockey League), while 
the third is finishing his juniors career with a flourish. Here 
are their profiles.

Curtis Lazar, an Ottawa Senator

Ottawa Senators GM Bryan Murray was only too happy 
to use the 17th overall 2013 selection on Edmonton Oil 
Kings center Curtis Lazar. Described as a super-competi-
tive, hard-nosed scorer, Lazar recorded 61 points (38 
goals) in 72 games with Edmonton in 2012-2013 and 76 
points (41 goals) in 2013-2014. While his offensive num-
bers were impressive, he was viewed as a strong all-
around forward. He earned a reputation for standing up 
for his teammates when necessary, as he showed in the 
2013 CHL (Canadian Hockey League) Prospects Game 
when he dropped the gloves with Darnell Nurse. His lead-
ership skills came to the forefront from his Team Canada 
stint at the 2015 World Junior Championships.

Deciding to keep the young Ukrainian (on the paternal 
side) in Ottawa rather than returning him to the WHL 
(Western Hockey League) was an easy call for Senators 
management back in September 2014. He had an out-
standing training camp, demonstrating that he can play a 
two-way game. He showed enthusiasm, ambition, confi-
dence and an ability to kill penalties. For a young player, he 
was described as being very professional in his approach 
to the game. There was no doubt his experience with the 
World Junior Championship and Memorial Cup pressure 
served him well. 

The kid who came into Team Canada’s 2015 camp late, 
was named captain and provided much of the spark for his 
Canadian team had completed filling his junior resume 
with a gold medal when Canada defeated Russia 5-4. His 
junior hockey trophy case filled up with his gold medal in 
the World Under-18 Championship and Memorial Cup 
with the Edmonton Oil Kings. The 19-year-old forward 
returned to Ottawa in early January after a three-week trip 
to win that gold medal with Team Canada.

The Sens’ fourth-line center began seeing action on the 
wing, giving new coach Dave Cameron more flexibility and 
himself more value playing two positions. He scored his 
first NHL goal on December 15, 2014, against Buffalo; 

Terry Sawchuk subject of fi lm documentary
by Ihor N. Stelmach

He was arguably the best goaltender ever to play in 
the National Hockey League. He was the best NHL’er to 
come out of Winnipeg, Manitoba. He played 21 seasons 
in the NHL and was inducted into the Hockey Hall of 
Fame in 1971, one year after his death. He won four 
Vezina trophies (top goalie award) and four Stanley 
Cups. Born to Ukrainian Canadian parents and raised in 
East Kildonan, British Columbia, he once broke his 
elbow, never had it fixed and could never straighten it 
again. This ultimate success story is about to be told in 
the form of a movie.

“Terry Sawchuk – The Winnipeg Years,” is a biograph-
ical documentary about the legendary netminder who 
passed away 45 years ago. Fellow Winnipeg-native 
Danny Schur has made it his mission in life “to put flesh 
and blood on Winnipeg characters.” Mr. Schur is a com-
poser/lyricist/author/producer who wants to share 
Sawchuk’s accomplishments from a past generation. 
The Ukrainian wasn’t judged by where he came from, 
who his parents were or what he did – he allowed 
Winnipeggers to dream of greater personal achieve-
ments.

Mr. Schur’s subject is a compelling one. Sawchuk was 

raised in a poor, strict Ukrainian household which 
turned into a gritty hockey career that included major 
injuries (400-plus stitches to his face). The theme of the 
documentary is “everything Terry Sawchuk became was 
because he was made in Winnipeg.” The movie docu-
ments Sawchuk’s years growing up in Winnipeg during 
the 1930s and 1940s, featuring period re-enactments. It 
is to premiere at the Terry Sawchuk Arena and is to be 
completed by the start of the 2015-2016 hockey season.

Ukrainian Canadian Markian Tarasiuk is the 21-year-
old Winnipeg native and Vancouver resident, who plays 
the part of 18-year-old Terry Sawchuk in the doc-movie. 
Mr. Tarasiuk is a big hockey fan who is too young to 
recall Sawchuk’s banner career, but he said he was hon-
ored to earn the role.

In an interview with Sara Calnek of CBC News he 
admitted to having “a responsibility as an actor to give 
life to this human being that once lived and was so leg-
endary. Seeing this story come to life on the screen and 
his story being told through this documentary is going 
to be a great thing to watch. And I feel lucky to be includ-
ing myself in telling that story.”

(A special thank you to colleague Orysia Tracz for 
sharing news of Danny Schur’s upcoming  documentary/
film project with The Weekly’s sports columnist.)

overall, his production was somewhat limited (6-9-15 
points in 67 games).  In seven games with Canada, he had 
5-4-9 points, showing his offensive flair. The Senators saw 
a bit more offense from Lazar in the last few months of the 
2014-2015 season. He was urged to shoot the puck more 
and it was hoped his time away from the NHL would boost 
his self-confidence. His swagger restored from some inter-
national success, Lazar began to show it can translate to 
his NHL game. He saw regular ice time (13 minutes per 
game) in Ottawa’s first round playoff loss to Montreal. 

Hunter Shinkaruk, a Utica Comet

Hunter Shinkaruk, ranked fifth among North American 
skaters by Central Scouting heading into the 2013 draft, 
fell to No. 24 before being taken by the Vancouver Canucks.  
He came off a superb season with the WHL’s Medicine Hat 
Tigers, tallying 37 goals and 47 points in 64 games. In 
2013-2014 he notched 16 points in an injury-plagued sea-
son of only 18 games. His one liability and a major factor in 
his dropping down the draft boards was his height. He’s 
generously listed at 5-9, but possesses tons of offensive tal-
ent and is an effortless skater.

Shinkaruk recognizes the 2014-2015 season he spent 
with the AHL’s Utica Comets was a fresh start – his oppor-
tunity to start a promising professional career. At the ten-
der age of 20, he was finding his game. His numbers 
through 74 games read 16 goals and 15 assists for 31 
points. Three of his goals were game-winners. Experience 
breeds confidence, which should lead to a serious training 
camp look-see with parent club Vancouver in September. 
His point totals are expected to rise based on his incredible 
ability to find the back of the net while playing juniors for 
Medicine Hat.

In three-plus seasons with the Tigers he racked up 219 
points in 193 games, catching the attention of NHL scouts. 
Pressure comes with being a top draft pick, and Shinkaruk 
has felt it for over a year. On January 7, 2014, in Vail, Colo., 
Dr. Marc Philippon (a hip specialist) repaired Hunter’s torn 
labrum. The 18 games he played in 2013-2014 were very 
painful. The surgery essentially ended his juniors career. 
During rehab, Shinkaruk addressed gaining strength, add-
ing 15 pounds in the off-season.

Physically he appeared to be in top shape in Utica. He 
continues to go about his work under a microscope. He 
was one of the last cuts at Canucks training camp in 2013, 
then again last fall. Remaining healthy is the preferred 
remedy for the young Ukrainian. Back in midgets he broke 
his right tibia and fibula. At 5-foot-11, 180 pounds, 
Shinkaruk seems to be making his way around AHL rinks 
with the authority of someone with a larger stature.

Each practice and road trip brought this prospect close 
to being a member of the Vancouver Canucks. When a play-
er comes along with talent and drive like Shinkaruk, it is a 
matter of when, not if.

Morgan Klimchuk, a Brandon Wheat King

Morgan Klimchuk’s addition to the Calgary Flames orga-
nization was a bit sentimental. He is a Calgary product who 
grew up a Flames fan and ended up being the third of 
Calgary’s trio of first round picks at the 2013 NHL draft. He 
had a feeling the Flames were interested, having met with 
the team at the scouting combine, then a second time at 
the Scotia Bank Saddledome. He was bombarded with 
questions about the possibility of being drafted by the 
Flames. He regularly expressed the desire to play in his 
hometown, and Calgary obliged him.

As mentioned above, a first-round pick can be under 
pressure to produce results, particularly if the franchise 
that drafted you hasn’t had a first-rounder amount to 
much in several years. So one would presume Klimchuk 
would be under some considerable stress. For many rea-
sons, this is not the case – Klimchuk is calm and collected, 
both on and off the ice.

The fifth player taken in the 2010 WHL Bantam Draft, 
selected with Regina’s first pick, Klimchuk made his major-
junior debut at the age of 15. At 16 he was a full-timer in 
the WHL, and by the time he was tapped by the Flames, 
28th overall, he had 113 points in 144 games under his belt. 
It’s easy to be calm when you’ve been in the major-junior 
pressure cooker for so long. The circumstances of 
Klimchuk’s selection, coupled with the development since, 
have minimized the pressure around him.

Calgary selected Sean Monahan sixth overall and Emile 
Poirier 22nd overall prior to adding Klimchuk. One of the 
best players in the draft, Monahan made the jump to the 
NHL and is Calgary’s top center. Poirier turned pro this 
season and has been on a tear with Adirondack of the AHL. 
While Klimchuk played four AHL games with the 
Abbotsford Heat late last season, he will be the last of the 
2013 first round trio to turn pro.

Klimchuk, traded from Regina to the Brandon Wheat 
Kings earlier this season, was met with little fanfare. With 
his team making a playoff push, the young Ukrainian pros-
pect continued playing his smart 200-foot game. He 
learned a ton under the tutelage of long-time Brandon 
coach Kelly McCrimmon, his fourth coach in the past three 
seasons. The exposure to new coaching perspectives is 
crucial to growing his game.

Already signed to an entry-level NHL contract, Klimchuk 
would still be eligible to return to the WHL as an over-age 
player next year. Based on his consistently strong play at 
the major-junior level, (57 games played, 30 goals, 44 
assists,74 points in 2013-2014 and 60-34-46-80 points in 
2014-2015), expectations are he’ll be a pro player next 
season, probably pushing for a spot in Calgary. Before then 
Klimchuk was doing everything he could to get the Wheat 
Kings some hardware and add a championship to his 
junior resume. They came up just short, losing to Kelowna 
in the WHL’s finals.
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WINNIPEG, Manitoba – The Center for Ukrainian 
Canadian Studies (CUCS), created in 1981, at the 
University of Manitoba will be offering eight courses in 
2015-2016. The courses are in the departments and fields 
of history, Ukrainian language, religion, political studies 
and the arts. Two are full-year courses (six credit hours 
and offered over two semesters) and six are semester 
courses (either first or second). Half of the courses are 
during the day, while four are evening courses.

Courses offered this year in history are: “Introduction 
to Ukraine” (HIST 2600), “Making of Modern Ukraine” 
(HIST 2610) and “Ukrainians in Canada” (HIST 3910). In 
political studies there is “Politics, Government and 
Society in Ukraine” (POLS 3720); in the Ukrainian arts – 
“Ukrainian Arts in Canada” (UCHS 3100); and in religion 
– “History of Eastern Christianity” (RLGN 1350). 

The CUCS cooperates with German and Slavic Studies in 
offering two language courses: “Introductory Ukrainian” 
(UKRN 1310) and “Advanced Ukrainian” (UKRN 3960).

The staff for the courses include: Dr. Robert Klymasz, 
Dr. Davis Daycock, Dr. Roman Yereniuk, Prof. Olexandr 
Shevchenko and Prof. Iryna Konstantiuk. All of them have 
taught at the U. of M. and CUCS for many years. 

The courses can be used for majors and minors in 
Ukrainian Canadian Heritage Studies and several other 
fields. The courses can be taken as interest or optional 
credit courses for many departments and faculties, and 
are also offered as audit courses (for non-credit) for 
seniors and others who wish to sit in on the course topics.

University of Manitoba students are encouraged to 
enroll in the courses of their choice. University of 
Winnipeg students can also take the courses under the 
special agreement between the two universities. 

For further information readers may contact the 
Center for Ukrainian Canadian Studies at 204-474-8905 
or cucs@umanitoba.ca. The center’s offices are located at 
the U. of M. at St. Andrew’s College, Room 203, 29 Dysart 
Road, Winnipeg, MB, R3T 2N2. 

Center for Ukrainian Canadian Studies 
to offer eight courses in 2015-2016 would benefit from the act, with immediate positive impacts on 

the economy. In particular the IT sector would provide a big 
boost, for that is one of the most cost-effective investment 
opportunities in Ukraine.

Few realize that most of the Ukraine Freedom Support Act 
simply lays out conditions under which President Obama may 
trigger sanctions against Russia to protect Ukraine’s interests. 
It is only in Section 7 of the act, under the title of “Expanded 
Nonmilitary Assistance for Ukraine,” that the executive agen-
cies of the U.S. government are encouraged to provide assis-
tance to internally displaced people in Ukraine. 

International humanitarian agencies are encouraged to give 
priority to Ukraine’s internally displaced people. The secretar-
ies of state and energy, and the administrator of the United 
States Agency for International Development (USAID) are 
authorized to provide assistance in support of, and to invest in 
short-term solutions for, enabling Ukraine to secure the ener-
gy safety of the people of Ukraine during 2014 and 2015. 

The law also requires the secretary of state, the administra-
tor of USAID, and the secretary of energy work with other 
donors, including multilateral agencies and non-governmental 
organizations, to prioritize the provision of assistance from 
such donors to help Ukraine to improve energy efficiency, 
increase energy supplies produced in Ukraine, and reduce reli-
ance on energy imports, including natural gas, from the Russian 
Federation.The law directs the Overseas Private Investment 
Corp. (OPIC) and the World Bank Group and the European 
Bank for Reconstruction and Development to prioritize sup-
port for and stimulate investments to help increase energy effi-
ciency, develop domestic oil and natural gas reserves, improve 
and repair electricity infrastructure, and develop renewable 
and other sources of energy in Ukraine; and to implement pro-
cedures for expedited review and, as appropriate, approal, of 
applications by eligible investors. 

Congress authorized $20 million for fiscal year 2016 to be 
appropriated to the Secretary of State to carry out the terms 
of Section 7 of the act, or approximately one-third of the total 
appropriations for 2016. 

Other Ukrainian American scientists have been very active 
in coordinating with CRDF Global, and engaging many 
Ukrainian scientific institutions, such as the Ukrainian 
Physical Society and the American Physical Society. Dr. George 
Gamota has been at the forefront of promoting emergency 
assistance for the displaced academic institutions of the 
Donbas. Others will soon join this important effort.

(Continued from page 7)
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of the Crimean Parliament’s presidium, “however, it can be 
a prelude to a new civil war caused by a conflict between 
the despair of some people and the greed of others.”

Mass media attempts, including Russia’s Channel 1, to 
portray the events as a “potential hot spot are not 
grounded in reality. They are aimed at frightening off 
people wishing to come to Crimea for vacation,” stated 
the Crimean government.

On June 26, 1995, nearly 150 young residents near 
Sevastopol gathered on the outskirts of Sudak to voice 
anti-Tatar sentiments.

Volodymyr Radchenko, Ukraine’s minister of internal 
affairs, stated that “certain forces which have succeeded 
in provoking residents of the Crimean Tatar nationality 
into mass riots have exploited the conflict between the 
Crimean Tatars and the peninsula’s criminals.”

Vyacheslav Chornovil, leader of the Rukh political fac-

tion observed: “The threat to the Crimea and all of 
Ukraine stems from these criminal forces, the mafia, mili-
tia and separatist authorities on the peninsula.”

“Tatars came under fire from unidentified persons in 
fatigues, supposedly members of a criminal gang,” said 
Viktor Zubechuk, spokesperson for Ukraine’s Ministry of 
Internal Affairs. A report by the ministry described loot-
ing and arson carried out by Crimean Tatars in the villag-
es of Shchebetkivka and Koktebel, and the towns of 
Sudak and Feodosia, including several businesses, cars 
and the houses of a local collective farm director and a 
gang boss in Sudak.

Mr. Dzhemilev noted that the Crimean Tatars had been 
left to battle the mafia and police corruption on their own 
since the collapse of the Soviet Union, as the once-flourish-
ing resort area had been suffering economic decline.  The 
Mejlis, he added, would remain true to its conviction and 
use non-violent means to protect the rights of its people.

Source: “Violence erupts in the Crimea, overshadowing 
elections,” by Marta Kolomayets, The Ukrainian Weekly, 
July 2, 1995.

(Continued from page 6)
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June 26 Film screening, “Animated Shorts from Ukraine,” by
New York Oleksandr Danylenko and Kateryna Zabavko, Film at the
 Institute, Ukrainian Institute of America, 212-288-8660

June 27 Ukrainian Festival, Assumption of the Blessed Virgin 
Perth Amboy, NJ Mary Ukrainian Catholic Church, 
 www.assumptioncatholicchurch.net or 732-826-0767

June 27-28 Lemko Vatra, Organization for the Defense of Lemko
Ellenville, NY Western Ukraine, Ukrainian American Youth Association
 camp, www.lemko-ool.com or 845-647-7230

June 27-28 Great Lakes Cup soccer tournament, Ukrainian Sport
Brighton, MI Club Chernyk, Dibrova Park, www.ukrainiansportclub.com

June 28 Ukrainian Night, Ukrainian Congress Committee of America –
East Meadow, NY Long Island branch, Eisenhower Park, 516-428-1381

June 28 Golf outing, Ukrainian Sport Club Chernyk, Huntmore Golf
Brighton, MI Club Brighton, 513-607-6450 or cmshalay@gmail.com

June 28 Picnic, Ukrainian Sports Club Chernyk, Dibrova Park
Brighton, MI www.ukrainiansportclub.com

June 29 Concert with Gogol Bordello, Ukrainian Cultural 
Columbus, OH Association of Ohio, Lifestyle Communities Pavilion,
 www.gogolbordello.com/tour/future

June 30 Concert, “Ukrainian Virtuosi, Music to Impress,” U.S.- Ukraine
Alexandria, VA Foundation, The Lyceum, http://usukraine.org/tickets

July 2 Performance, “Kazka” by the Lehenda Ukrainian Dance
Skokie, IL Ensemble, North Shore Center for the Performing Arts,  
 info@lehenda.com.au

July 2-5 Study days, “Relationships in an Age of Fluidity,” Metropolitan
Toronto Andrey Sheptytsky Institute of Eastern Christian Studies,
 University of Toronto, www.sheptytskyinstitute.ca

July 3 Dzidzio concert, Prime League Events, Anapilis Hall, 
Mississauga, ON www.primeleagueevents/buy-tickets or 416-879-0551

July 3-5 Nadiya Ye! Festival, featuring performance by Lama of
Ellenville, NY Ukraine, Ukrainian American Youth Association camp,
 www.cym.org/us-ellenville

July 3-5 Vegreville Ukrainian Pysanka Festival, fairgrounds,
Vegreville, AB www.pysankafestival.com

July 4 Ukrainian American Heritage Festival, Ukrainian Folk Dance
Lehighton, PA Workshop, Ukrainian Homestead, www.ukrhomestead.com

July 4 Concert, featuring Dzidzio, Ukrainian Youth Center,
Montreal www.primeleague.com or 416-879-0551

July 5 Concert featuring Dzidzio, Pokrova Ukrainian Catholic 
Parma, OH Church hall, 216-224-4578

July 5 Commemoration of the Heroes of Ukraine, Ukrainian 
Ellenville, NY organizations of the U.S.A., Ukrainian American
 Youth Association camp, 212-505-0767

July 5 Fundraiser pot-luck, “Ivana Kupala – Rusalky, Wreaths,
Franktown, CO Fortunetelling and Mysterious Fern,” Ukrainians of
 Colorado, Franktown Ranch, www.ukrainiansofcolorado.com

July 7 Performance, “Kazka,” the Lehenda Ukrainian Dance Ensemble,
Wilmington, DE Copeland Hall, Grand Opera House, info@lehenda.com.au

July 9 Performance “Kazka,” by the Lehenda Ukrainian
New York Dance Ensemble, Skirball Cneter for the Performing 
 Arts, www.lehenda.com.au/kazkabookings 

June 10 Performance by Dzidzio, Redmoon,
Chicago www.v-ticket.com.ua or 773-595-7978

July 10-12 Ukrainian Cultural Festival, Ukrainian National Foundation,
Kerhonkson, NY Soyuzivka Heritage Center, www.soyuzivka.com

Entries in “Out and About” are listed free of charge. Priority is given to events 
advertised in The Ukrainian Weekly. However, we also welcome submissions 
from all our readers. Items will be published at the discretion of the editors 
and as space allows. Please send e-mail to mdubas@ukrweekly.com.
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PREVIEW OF EVENTS
Saturday, June 27

PERTH AMBOY, N.J.: A Ukrainian Cultural 
Festival will be held at Assumption 
Catholic Church, 684 Alta Vista Place, 
from noon to 9 p.m. The festival will fea-
ture dazzling performances of traditional 
Ukrainian dances by school and parish 
dancers at 1 p.m. and 3 p.m. in the school 
hall. There will also be delicious home-
made Ukrainian food, Ukrainian beer, deli-
cious desserts, vendors, a church tour, live 
music throughout the event by singer 
Pavlo Doskoch, a Merited Artist of 
Ukraine, a beautiful baskets raffle and 
50/50 raffle. Admission to the festival is 
free. To register for a vendor’s table ($75 
per table) or for more information call 

732-826-0767 or visit www.assumption-
catholicchurch.net

Sunday, June 28

EAST MEADOW, N.Y.: The Long Island 
Branch of the Ukrainian Congress 
Committee of America, along with Self 
Reliance Federal Credit Union and the 
Nassau County Department of Parks and 
Recreation will host an annual event at 
Eisenhower Park in East Meadow, N.Y. 
(Parking Field 6 and 6A) featuring virtuoso 
xylophonist Roman Lankios, the Syzokryli 
Ukrainian Dance Ensemble, violinist Inessa 
Dekajlo and vocalist Yulia Stupen. This is a 
free event and the shows starts at 7 p.m. 
Contact Andrea Pyszczymuka at 516-428-
1381 for further information.

PREVIEW OF EVENTS GUIDELINES
Preview of Events is a listing of community events open to the public. It is a service pro-
vided at minimal cost ($20 per listing) by The Ukrainian Weekly to the Ukrainian 
community. 
To have an event listed in Preview of Events please send information, in English, 
written in Preview format, i.e., in a brief paragraph that includes the date, place, 
type of event, sponsor, admission, full names of persons and/or organizations 
involved, and a phone number and/or e-mail address to be published for readers 
who may require additional information. Items must be no more than 100 words 
long. 
Preview items must be received no later than one week before the desired date 
of publication (i.e., they must be received by 9 am Monday morning). Please 
include payment for each time the item is to appear and indicate date(s) of issue(s) 
in which the item is to be published. Also, senders are asked to include the phone 
number of a person who may be contacted by The Weekly during daytime hours, as 
well as their complete mailing address. 
Information should be sent to preview@ukrweekly.com. When e-mailing, please 
do not send items as attachments – simply type the text into the body of the e-mail 
message. Preview items and payments may be mailed to: Preview of Events, The 
Ukrainian Weekly, 2200 Route 10, P.O. Box 280, Parsippany, NJ 07054.


