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KYIV – The United States has to lead the 
free world in countering the naked aggres-
sion of Vladimir Putin against Ukraine and 
must urgently provide it with defensive 
weapons, intelligence and any necessary 
assistance, Sen. John McCain said at a joint 
press briefing with Sens. Tom Cotton and 
John Barrasso here at the Ukraine Crisis 
Media Center on June 20.

Sen. McCain (R-Ariz.) underscored that 
the U.S. Senate had voted unanimously in 
favor of arming Ukraine. “We will urge 
President Barack Obama to implement the 
will of the Congress and that of the 

American people,” he said, arguing that the 
current reluctant support of Ukraine by the 
United States and Europe is “shameful and 
disgraceful.”

The energy dependence of European 
Union member states on Russian resources 
might be one of the factors that prevents 
them from taking decisive actions against 
the latter’s military aggression in eastern 
Ukraine. “We can export more energy 
resources to our Western allies, NATO 
member-states and Ukraine in order to 
provide the means of economic security,” 
noted Sen. Barrasso (R-Wyo.).

McCain in Kyiv; U.S. must provide
defensive weapons to Ukraine

(Continued on page 9)

The photo above was posted on Sen. John Mc Cain’s Facebook page with this notation: 
“Honored to visit brave volunteers stationed at Dnipro-1 Territorial Defense Battalion 
in Dnipropetrovsk, Ukraine & meet with Ukrainian Pres Petro Poroshenko & PM 

Arseniy Yatsenyuk this weekend. I will always stand w/ free Ukraine!”

Facebook/JohnMcCain

Ukrainian Nationality Room at U. of Pittsburgh marks 25th anniversary
by Roksana Korchynsky

PITTSBURGH – To celebrate the 25th anni-
versary of the Ukrainian Nationality Room at 
the University of Pittsburgh, an audience of 
170 gathered on Sunday, June 7, at the Frick 
Fine Arts Building Auditorium for a concert 
of Ukrainian music, song and dance. 

The Ukrainian Nationality Room is one of 
29 nationality classrooms at the University 
of Pittsburgh’s Cathedral of Learning, 
reflecting the city’s rich ethnic heritage. 
After years of grassroots fund-raising, the 
Ukrainian Nationality Room was completed 
and dedicated on June 17, 1990. 

Dr. Roman G. Kyshakevych, chairman of 
the Ukrainian Nationality Room Committee 
at the University of Pittsburgh, welcomed 
the audience and invited guest E. Maxine 
Bruhns, director of the Nationality Rooms 
and Intercultural Exchange Programs at the 

University of Pittsburgh. Dr. Kyshakevych 
narrated a slideshow of historical photo-
graphs created by architect Rostyslav V. 
Boykowycz that documented the room’s 
design and building, and highlighted many 
of the architectural and artistic features of 
the room, including its intricate woodcarv-
ings and metalwork and colorful ceramics. 

The concert featured critically acclaimed 
flutist Andrei Pidkivka, accompanied by 
Pittsburgh pianist Daniel May. Dr. 
Pidkivka’s performance featured traditional 
Ukrainian music for a variety of folk flutes, 
including “Hutsul Fantasy” for the ancient 
tylynka (a long, slender shepherd’s flute 
with no finger holes), “Mother’s Lament,” 
“Polka on Dvodentsivka” and “Bukovynian 
Spring Duet.” His performance also fea-
tured music by Ukrainian composers for At the Ukrainian Nationality Room’s 25th anniversary celebration (from left) are: 

Raymond Komichak, Rostyslav V. Boykowycz, Andrei Pidkivka, Daniel May and 
Roman Kyshakevych.

Roksana Korchynsky

(Continued on page 9)

by Zenon Zawada

KYIV – It’s been more than a year since 
former President Viktor Yanukovych fled 
Ukraine, and no one from his entourage has 
been arrested by the Ukrainian govern-
ment, let alone prosecuted, for the murders 
during the Euro-Maidan protest. Never 
mind the billions alleged to have been pil-
fered in corruption schemes.

[Former Finance Minister Yurii Kobolov 
was arrested by Spanish police but has yet 
to be extradited to Ukraine. The govern-
ment has seized his property in Ukraine.]

The latest Yanukovych insider to elude 
arrest was Serhii Kliuyev, who is widely 
believed to have fled the country within days 
after Ukraine’s Parliament voted on June 3 to 
strip him of his political immunity. By June 
10, he was declared missing by Anton 
Gerashchenko, an advisor to the internal 
affairs minister, who confirmed a week later 
in Parliament that he fled to Russia through 
the occupied territories of Donbas.

The government’s failure to make 
arrests of key Yanukovych officials has infu-
riated critics, who believe that top state 
officials could have reached deals enabling 
their avoidance of detention and prosecu-
tion for their alleged crimes. 

“I think that I’m not alone in suspecting 
that a non-aggression pact, a ring of protec-
tion exists between the current and past 
leadership of the country,” said Yegor 
Sobolyev, a national deputy with the 
Samopomich (Self-Reliance) party and 
chairman of the parliamentary Committee 
on Preventing and Countering Corruption.

The Kliuyev brothers – Serhii, 45, and 
Andrii, 50 – have long been political insid-
ers, having earned their wealth in the cha-
otic 1990s by scooping up dozens of metal-
lurgical, manufacturing and energy compa-
nies in their native Donbas. Their combined 
wealth was estimated at $323 million by 
the focus.ua news site in its annual survey 
published in April 2014 (though it was 
reported at more than twice that amount in 
previous years).

Andrii Kliuyev served as the head of the 
National Security and Defense Council 
between 2012 and 2014. Former Kyiv 
Mayor Oleksandr Popov said it was Mr. 
Kliuyev who gave the order to violently dis-
perse protesting students on November 30, 
2014, which became the event that ignited 
the Euro-Maidan protest.

Mr. Kliuyev disappeared after Mr. 
Yanukovych’s flight, with his whereabouts 
unconfirmed ever since. 

His younger brother, Serhii, worked hard 
to avoid the same fate, but to no avail. In the 
days leading up to the fateful vote in the 
Verkhovna Rada, he was struggling to con-
vince members of the parliamentary Rules 
Committee that the criminal charges that 
were being brought by the Procurator 
General’s Office were baseless and political-
ly motivated. 

That would have derailed the vote on his 
immunity.

At the committee’s May 28 meeting, 
Serhii Kliuyev’s American and Austrian 
lawyers presented findings of the Freeh 

Another Yanukovych insider,
Serhii Kliuyev, flees abroad

(Continued on page 18)
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NATO approves revamp of forces 

BRUSSELS – NATO member states have 
agreed to increase the strength and capa-
bility of the alliance’s rapid-response force. 
Speaking after the first day of a NATO 
defense ministers meeting in Brussels on 
June 24, NATO Secretary-General Jens 
Stoltenberg said the ministers decided to 
increase the strength of the NATO 
Response Force from 13,000 to as many as 
40,000. Ministers also added air, sea and 
special-forces units to the rapid-response 
force and approved a “new concept of 
advance planning,” as well as measures to 
speed up NATO’s political and military 
decision-making in order to “respond more 
rapidly and more effectively to threats.” Mr. 
Stoltenberg said the revamp was in large 
part caused by Russia’s annexation of 
Crimea, its continued support for pro-Rus-
sian separatists in eastern Ukraine, its abili-
ty to quickly mobilize large numbers of 
troops, and its escalating rhetoric about the 
use of nuclear weapons. “We stand united 
in the way we are facing the challenges we 
face,” Mr. Stoltenberg said, adding that the 
alliance was not seeking “a new arms race.” 
(RFE/RL, based on reporting by the 
Associated Press and Interfax)

EU extends Russia sanctions 

LUXEMBOURG – European Union for-
eign affairs ministers have approved the 
extension of economic sanctions on Russia 
over its involvement in Ukraine by six 
months, until the end of January 2016. The 
decision made at a meeting in Luxembourg 
comes after EU ambassadors on June 17 
agreed to extend the sanctions hitting 
Russia’s energy, financial and military sec-
tor, and prolonged an investment ban on 
Crimea for another year. The sanctions 
were imposed for one year in July 2014. In 
March, EU heads of government decided 
that the duration of the restrictive mea-
sures against Russia would be linked to the 
complete implementation of a ceasefire 
deal signed in Minsk in February between 
Ukraine and the pro-Russian separatists. 
An EU spokeswoman said in a tweeted 
message, “EU has extended economic sanc-
tions against Russia until 31 January 2016, 
with a view to complete implementation of 
(the) Minsk agreement.” The sanctions 

affect Russia’s energy, financial and military 
sectors. Kremlin spokesman Dmitry Peskov 
said on June 22 that Russia believes the 
sanctions are unfounded. “Speaking of 
sanctions, reciprocity is the basis for our 
approach,” Dmitry Peskov told reporters. 
Russian Prime Minister Dmitry Medvedev 
tasked one of his deputies with helping put 
together a formal appeal to President 
Vladimir Putin to prolong Russia’s ban on 
Western food imports. The ceasefire in 
eastern Ukraine has largely held, but 
observers reported a sharp pick-up in fight-
ing earlier this month in a conflict that has 
claimed more than 6,400 lives. (RFE/RL, 
based on reporting by Reuters and Agence 
France-Presse)

Carter on relations with Russia 

BERLIN – U.S. Defense Secretary Ashton 
Carter has said that the United States and 
its allies won’t let Russia “drag us back to 
the past,” as he accused Moscow of trying 
to re-create a Soviet-era sphere of influ-
ence. Mr. Carter, speaking in Berlin on June 
22 at the start of a European tour, said, “We 
do not seek a cold, let alone a hot, war with 
Russia. We do not seek to make Russia an 
enemy. But make no mistake: We will 
defend our allies, the rules-based interna-
tional order, and the positive future it 
affords us all.” Russia’s involvement in 
Ukraine has triggered a series of military 
moves by the NATO alliance, including the 
creation of a NATO rapid-response force. 
Mr. Carter said the alliance would keep the 
door open to an improved relationship 
with Russia. But he said, “The United States 
will not let Russia drag us back to the past.” 
Carter held talks with the defense ministers 
of Germany, Netherlands and Norway. On 
June 23 he traveled to Estonia’s capital, 
Tallinn, to meet with the defense ministers 
of Estonia, Latvia and Lithuania. (RFE/RL, 
based on reporting by Reuters and 
Deutsche Presse-Agentur) 

Ukraine talks focus on peace deal

PARIS – The foreign affairs ministers of 
Russia, Ukraine, France and Germany tried 
on June 23 to revive high-end diplomatic 
efforts to end the conflict in eastern 

(Continued on page 14)

 ANALYSIS

by Vladimir Socor
Eurasia Daily Monitor

Following his appointment as chairman 
of the oblast state administration (or gover-
nor) of Odesa by Ukrainian President Petro 
Poroshenko (see Eurasia Daily Monitor, June 
2, 4, 5), Georgia’s former president, Mikheil 
Saakashvili, has outlined his policy priori-
ties in the post newly entrusted to him. Mr. 
Saakashvili holds a strong political mandate 
from the Ukrainian president to jump-start 
reforms in this oblast, against daunting 
challenges. However, Ukraine’s legal and 
administrative system makes it difficult for 
the president to use – or provide the gover-
nor with – instruments of power commen-
surate to the magnitude of the appointed 
task in Odesa (see EDM, June 22).

In a series of inspection visits, conference 
presentations and media statements, 
Saakashvili has broadly outlined a program 
of reforming this oblast. Starting from per-
sonnel issues, the program looks at a short-
term horizon of six months and a follow-up 
stage beyond that. The salient points (UNIAN, 
Ukrinform, June 10, 12, 14; Dozhd TV, June 
10; Dumskaya, June 10, 14, 16, 17) include:

• Paring down the gubernatorial staff 
from its present size of 800 to as few as 50, 
and recruiting talent to fill only some of the 
slots vacated. Appointing new heads of all 
26 district-level (raion) administrations in 
the Odesa Oblast through an open competi-
tion process that has already been 
launched. Mr. Saakashvili has warned that 
any nepotistic intercession would result in 
the candidate’s instant elimination from 
the competition. Mr. Saakashvili describes 
the bureaucratic holdovers for the most 
part as useless or worse.

• Deploying the new police patrol ser-
vice in the city of Odesa by August, follow-
ing the reorganization of that service on the 
Georgian model and the first deployment in 
Kyiv (see EDM, June 22).

• Cracking down on business extortion, 
raiding and monopolies in the public and 
private sectors – those practices that dis-
courage foreign direct investment.

• Reorganizing the customs service and 
tax administration, both notorious for cor-
ruption in their ranks (the governor, howev-
er, does not have direct authority over those 
institutions, they are subordinated to Kyiv).

• Adopting in Odesa the Georgian 
“House of Public Service” system, where 
citizens obtain a full range of notarial and 
administrative services online, usually 
within minutes, and precluding bribery.

• Capital repair of the Odesa-Reni 
motorway, which connects Ukraine with 
European Union territory in Romania.

• De-monopolizing air travel and prepar-
ing a tender to build a modern internation-
al airport in Odesa.

• Initiating the privatization of the state-
owned Odesa Port Plant (rated as Ukraine’s 
largest chemical enterprise) and preparing 
the ports of Yuzhne and Illichivsk for possible 
privatization, by open tenders in each case, 
under international and civil society scrutiny.

During walkabouts in Odesa and inspec-
tions in the oblast, Mr. Saakashvili has been 
approached by businessmen and other citi-
zens who complained about police extort-
ing bribes (protection money) and police 
complicity with drug dealers. In another 
publicized episode, Odesa prosecutors have 
threatened two local entrepreneurs with 
criminal cases, apparently for extortion 
purposes. In his latest staff meeting with 
prosecutors and other law enforcement 
officials, Mr. Saakashvili denounced the 
involvement of law enforcement personnel 
in cases of extortion, racketeering, “terror-
izing” business and renting out state-
owned land or approving illegal construc-
tion for bribes (Dumskaya, June 17).

Mr. Saakashvili is sharing these cases with 
the public on television, lashing out at “rack-
eteer-policemen” and “bandit-prosecutors” 
to illustrate the magnitude of the challenge. 
He is about to push through the reform of 
police in the Odesa Oblast (see EDM, June 
22), but he cannot directly tackle the prose-
cutor’s office at the oblast level. Instead, for 
now, he informs Ukraine’s Procurator 
General Viktor Shokhin about such abuses.

Embarking on this mission as governor, 
Mr. Saakashvili identified some close paral-
lels between Georgia’s circumstances 
before 2004 and co-existing with the crimi-
nal underworld, incompetent and chaotic 
administration, clans and power brokers 
overriding the legal state, disincentives to 
foreign direct investment, decaying infra-
structure when not lacking altogether, and 
a general failure to connect with the mod-
ern world – these features seem to charac-
terize the Odesa Oblast today as they did 
Georgia some 10 to 15 years ago.

Television news and other video cover-
age of Mr. Saakashvili’s public appearances 
invariably show a friendly reception on the 
part of citizens in the streets, participants 
in conferences and journalists at media 
events. A political honeymoon is clearly in 
evidence. Were it to persist, the televised 
images accompanying it would almost cer-
tainly reverberate politically in Georgia.

The article above is reprinted from 
Eurasia Daily Monitor with permission from 
its publisher, the Jamestown Foundation, 
www.jamestown.org.

Saakashvili unveils reform agenda
as new governor of Odesa Oblast
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Odesa Oblast Governor Mikheil Saakashvili with President Petro Poroshenko during 
his working visit to the oblast on May 30.
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OSCE hosts annual meeting
on combating human trafficking
for consular officials in Ukraine

New special representative
for Ukraine named by OSCE

OSCE
KYIV – A roundtable discussion to promote cooperation 

between the Ukrainian authorities and Kyiv-based Embassies 
and Consulates to prevent human trafficking was held on June 
19 with the support of the Ukraine project coordinator of the 
Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe (OSCE).

The event brought together representatives from the visa 
sections of Embassies and Consulates in Ukraine with the 
aim of increasing their awareness of trafficking and their 
roles in combating this crime.

Particular attention was paid to cooperation with the law 
enforcement authorities, including the specialized anti-traf-
ficking unit within the Ukrainian Internal Affairs Ministry, 
the State Migration Service and the State Border Guard 
Service, especially in light of the new human trafficking risks 
brought on by the current situation in Ukraine.

“The main purpose of our annual event is to update con-
sular officials on the new human trafficking trends in 
Ukraine and response efforts by authorities and NGOs,” said 
Ambassador Vaidotas Verba, OSCE project coordinator in 
Ukraine. “This is an opportunity to enhance cooperation 
among all the stakeholders, including visa sections of foreign 
Embassies and Consulates located in Ukraine, in order to 
improve assistance to victims of this crime, or to the people 
who are in risk of being trafficked.”

The meeting was attended by the OSCE’s special represen-
tative and coordinator for combating trafficking in human 
beings, Ambassador Madina Jarbussynova, who emphasized 
the importance of identifying victims of human trafficking 
and prevention work among communities of internally dis-
placed people and in eastern Ukraine.

Ambassador Jarbussynova said: “The Office of the OSCE 
Special Representative and Coordinator for Combating 
Trafficking in Human Beings recognizes the need to under-
take initiatives to better understand the situation on the 
ground and to prevent human trafficking as a consequence of 
the current crisis situation in Ukraine. In 2015, in co-opera-
tion with the project coordinator, we launched a training pro-
gram for the staff of the OSCE Special Monitoring Mission to 
Ukraine on how to monitor trends related to the trafficking 
of human brings in the context of a crisis situation.”

The meeting was organized at the request of the Ukrainian 
Ministry of Social Policy in its capacity as a National Anti-
Trafficking Coordinator. The meeting is part of a project 
aimed at helping to prevent trafficking in human beings and 
cybercrime and to prosecute those responsible.

OSCE
BELGRADE – The chairperson-in-office of the Organization 

for Security and Cooperation in Europe (OSCE), Serbia’s 
Foreign Affairs Minister Ivica Dačić, on June 22 appointed 
Ambassador Martin Sajdik (Austria) as his new special repre-
sentative in Ukraine and in the Trilateral Contact Group. 

He follows Ambassador Heidi Tagliavini (Switzerland) 
who, having fulfilled this assignment for one year, expressed 
her wish to step down.

“Ambassador Sajdik is a very experienced diplomat with a 
broad scope of knowledge, ranging from international law to 
multilateral affairs, and we are very glad to welcome him to 
the team,” Mr. Dačić said. “Let me also thank Ambassador 
Tagliavini for her outstanding performance and the contribu-
tion to the diplomatic efforts to solve the crisis in and around 
Ukraine, which has proven to be invaluable. Well-respected 
by all for her diplomatic skills and commitment, she will be 
sorely missed. It was my pleasure to work with her and I 
wish her all the best in her future engagements.”

Ambassador Tagliavini was appointed special representa-
tive in Ukraine on June 8, 2014, by the then OSCE chairper-
son-in-office, Swiss Foreign Affairs Minister Didier 
Burkhalter. Her mandate was renewed in January of this year 
by the incumbent Chairperson-in-Office Dačić.

During her tenure as special representative, Ambassador 
Tagliavini significantly contributed to the elaboration, sign-
ing and implementing of the Minsk Agreements of 
September 2014 and the Minsk Package of Measures of 
February 2015, as well as to defusing tensions and the scal-
ing-down of armed hostilities in the conflict area. Following 
the Package of Measures, she also helped set-up thematic 
working groups to speed-up the implementation of all pend-
ing security, political, humanitarian and economic issues.

UCC and UWC leaders conclude 
working visit to Ukraine

FOR THE RECORD: UCC leader says  
Canadians, Ukrainians should be proud

UCC
KYIV – The national president of the Ukrainian 

Canadian Congress (UCC), Paul Grod, concluded a five-
day working visit to Ukraine (June 6-10). Mr. Grod 
accompanied Prime Minister Stephen Harper of Canada 
as part of the delegation for Mr. Harper’s June 6 visit to 
Ukraine in advance of the G-7 summit in Germany. 

“On behalf the Ukrainian Canadian community, I 
thank Prime Minister Harper for his important and 
timely visit to Ukraine ahead of the G-7 Summit, and for 
his strong and unequivocal advocacy for Ukraine at the 
G-7 summit,” Mr. Grod said. 

 The UCC president also participated in the Ukrainian 
World Congress (UWC) delegation led by President 
Eugene Czolij, that also included Vice-President Olena 
Koszarny, Executive Committee member Zenon 
Potichnyj, Secretary General Stefan Romaniw, and 
Ukraine Mission Director Serhiy Kasyanchuk. 

Following a working meeting with President Petro 
Poroshenko (see The Ukrainian Weekly, June 21), the 
UWC leadership attended a ceremony at which the 
president presented the Hero of Ukraine award (post-
humously) to the family of Senior Lt. Ivan Zubkov, who 
died heroically defending the Donetsk airport. He left 
behind a young widow, a 12-year-old daughter and a 
1-year-old son.

Lt. Zubkov holds a special place in the hearts of over 
25 Canadian families who, through the “Sponsor a 
Soldier” program endorsed by the UWC and the UCC, 
sponsored 50 soldiers under the lieutenant’s command, 
members of the elite 90th Battalion of the 95th Brigade, 
providing them with uniforms, boots, thermal under-
wear, tactical gloves, sleeping bags and other non-lethal 
equipment. The 90th Battalion served throughout the 
battle for Donetsk airport and continues to hold the 
frontlines at Vodiane and Opytne near Donetsk.

”Ivan Ivanovych Zubkov will always hold a special 
place in my heart for his compassion, the respect he 
showed to his men and his love for his family and his 
country. I will remember him always. He is a true hero 
whose name must be known by all Ukrainians both in 
Ukraine and throughout the world. It was a privilege to 
be present at this important ceremony honoring 
Ukraine’s fallen heroes and those who continue to serve 

their beloved country. My heart goes out to the families 
of all those who have paid the ultimate price to defend 
Ukraine from Russia’s aggression. Heroes Never Die!” 
Ms. Koszarny stated.

Mr. Grod and the UWC delegation met with Vice 
Prime Minister and Minister of Culture Viacheslav 
Kyrylenko, who thanked the UWC for its support for 
Ukraine during its battle for territorial integrity, democ-
racy and European choice. Minister Kyrylenko particu-
larly highlighted the UWC’s Patriot Defence Project, led 
by Dr. Ulana Suprun, UWC director of humanitarian ini-
tiatives, which provides first-aid training and Improved 
First Aid Kits (IFAKs) to Ukraine’s armed forces.

Mr. Grod also met with Minister of Foreign Affairs 
Pavlo Klimkin, Minister of the Cabinet of Ministers 
Hanna Onyshchenko, and several other Ukrainian gov-
ernment officials and civil society representatives.

On the issue of defense, Mr. Grod and the chair of the 
UCC’s Ukraine Advisory Council, Ms. Koszarny, met with 
Minister of Defense Stefan Poltorak, Chief of Defense 
Staff Viktor Muzhenko and Deputy Chief of Staff 
(Defense) to the President Andriy Taranov. 

“It was clear to me that Canada is clearly ahead of its 
allies in providing military support to Ukraine for which 
the Ukrainians are very grateful. Ukraine is requesting 
that Canada provide Ukraine with the defensive weap-
ons, equipment and training it needs to protect its terri-
torial integrity and the lives of the civilian population, 
which is subjected to continuous terrorist attacks. This 
includes the provision of communications and intelli-
gence capabilities to Ukraine’s armed forces, including 
counter-artillery radar systems,” said Mr. Grod.

An effective working relationship was established 
with the Verkhovna Rada Parliamentary Committee on 
Foreign Affairs and its chair, Hanna Hopko, who has 
involved the UWC in most of its key working groups. 

 Supporting Ukraine in the information war, the UCC 
and UWC have been instrumental in supporting the 
Atlantic Council’s Ukraine in Europe Initiative by provid-
ing funding and resources. The UWC delegation present-
ed the Atlantic Council’s latest report, “Hiding in Plain 
Sight: Putin’s War in Ukraine” to Ukrainian government 
officials and are planning a major release of the report in 

The following statement by Olena Koszarny, chair of 
Ukraine Advisory Council of the Ukrainian Canadian 
Congress (UCC) was released on June 23.

Dear Friends,
Last week was a week of which both Canadians and 

Ukrainians should be very proud.
On June 6, the prime minister of Canada officially vis-

ited Ukraine on his way to the G-7 meetings in Germany, 
once against demonstrating that Canada stands firmly 
beside Ukraine. His statements clearly set forth Canada’s 
position: “I don’t think Russia under Vladimir Putin 
belongs in the G7. Period,” Prime Minister Stephen 
Harper told the Associated Press. “Canada would very, 
very strongly oppose Putin ever sitting around that table 
again. It would require consensus to bring Russia back 
and that consensus will just not happen.”

The Ukrainian Canadian Congress was a member of 
the delegation accompanying the prime minister of 
Canada and also attended all Ukrainian World Congress 
meetings last week with President Petro Poroshenko 
and the Ukrainian government leadership. A summary 
in English and Ukrainian is attached. 

We thank the president of Ukraine, the prime minis-
ter, the Cabinet of Ministers, the parliamentarians who 
through their commitment, passion and energy are 
tackling problems that have accumulated for nearly 24 
years and who are working with our diaspora organiza-
tions and representatives in unprecedented ways. 

We also thank the Volunteer Council who are work-
ing both inside and outside the system, acting as cata-
lysts for change. It is an honor to work with you, and we 
look forward to continuing our cooperation.

We know that the people of Ukraine have suffered 
and are suffering tremendously.

We understand that the country’s finances have been 
depleted to next to nothing by the former regime while 
the enemy has attacked and continues to destabilize 
Ukraine, waging a military, information and trade war 
against us.

We know that your work is difficult and often unap-
preciated and criticized. 

May God help you and our beloved Ukraine during 
these challenging times and continue to give you 
strength and fortitude to lead this country during this 
important moment in its history. 

Please stay the course and do all that you can to keep 
moving the country towards the goals of a free, united, 
democratic and prosperous Ukraine. 

Slava Ukraini!

President Petro Poroshenko of Ukraine and Prime 
Minister Stephen Harper of Canada with their spous-

es, Dr. Maryna Poroshenko and Laureen Harper.

Presidential Administration of Ukraine
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by Orysia Burdiak

WASHINGTON – The Ukrainian National 
Credit Union Association (UNCUA) held its 
34th annual meeting and spring conference 
on June 5-6 in Washington.

Thirty-one participants representing 13 
Ukrainian American credit unions gathered 
to hear presentations on current topics of 
interest to credit union leaders and to elect 
a new board of directors.

The conference commenced Friday 
morning with welcoming remarks by 
UNCUA Chair Wasyl Kornylo, UNCUA 
President Orysia Burdiak, and special guest 
Olya Sheweli, president of the World 
Council of Ukrainian Cooperatives (WCUC).

Presentations on topics of interest to the 
credit union industry followed, such as 
developing a member experience culture, 
the Bank Secrecy Act, trends and challenges 
in the U.S. credit union industry, and a brief-
ing on the legislative, political and regulato-
ry issues in Washington.

Dana Boyko of Toronto, currently a Ph.D. 
candidate in economics at the Ukrainian 
Free University in Munich, presented the 
delegates with her findings on the financial 
performance of Ukrainian American credit 
unions during the 2007-2009 financial cri-
sis.

Presentations concluded with a credit 
union roundtable facilitated by Tamara 
Denysenko, board member and former CEO 
of Ukrainian Federal Credit Union (FCU) in 
Rochester, N.Y. Challenges and changes fac-
ing credit unions were discussed: board 
assessment and volunteer development, 
succession planning and management 
development, membership growth and 
market penetration.

Joining the Ukrainian American credit 
union leaders that evening at dinner were a 
number of distinguished Washingtonians. 
Representing the Embassy of Ukraine were 
Ukraine’s Chargé d’Affaires Yaroslav 
Brusiuck, Minister-Counselor Vitalii 
Tarasiuk, head of the Economic and Trade 
Office, and First Secretary Oresta Starak. 
Michael Sawkiw Jr., director of the 

Ukrainian National Information Service, 
presented the delegates with an update on 
Ukrainian affairs in Washington, and Nadia 
McConnell, president of the U.S.-Ukraine 
Foundation, spoke about the foundation’s 
future programs. Myroslava Gongadze of 
Voice of America made an appeal for 
humanitarian aid to Ukraine at this time of 
great need.

On Saturday, June 6, the association con-
ducted its annual meeting, which included 
reports by management and various com-
mittees. The election of board members for 
the 2015-2016 term was also held.

UNCUA Chairman Kornylo reported on 
the activities of the association for the past 
year, as well as the current status of 
Ukrainian American credit unions. As of 
March 31, 2015, assets of the 14 UNCUA 
member credit unions totaled $2.887 bil-
lion – $39 million more than at year-end. 
Member deposits totaled $2.439 billion – 

$32 million more than December 31, 2014. 
Credit union membership increased to 
99,247 individuals.

The 2015 credit union calendar was 
dedicated to the artwork of Edward Kozak 
(Eko). Over 29,000 calendars were distrib-
uted to credit union members, as reported 
by UNCUA President Burdiak.

The year 2015 marks the 60th anniver-
sary of Selfreliance Baltimore Federal 
Credit Union. The association presented a 
plaque of recognition to Baltimore’s repre-
sentative and UNCUA Vice-Chair Stephen 
Kerda, congratulating the credit union on 
six decades of service and dedication to the 
Ukrainian American community.

The following individuals were elected 
to the 2015-2016 UNCUA board and com-
mittees:

• UNCUA Officers: Mr. Kornylo, chair 
(Ukrainian FCU, Rochester); Mr. Kerda, 
vice-chair (Selfreliance Baltimore); George 

Stachiw, secretary (Selfreliance New 
England). 

• Executive Committee members: Mary 
Kolodij (Selfreliance, Philadelphia); Roman 
Kozicky (SUMA Yonkers, N.Y.); Bohdan 
Kurczak (Self Reliance New York) and 
Bohdan Watral (Selfreliance Chicago).

• Members of the Board of Directors: 
Bohdan Czepak (Cleveland Selfreliance); 
Roman Jakubowycz (Osnova, Parma, Ohio); 
Esteban Kaczurak (Ukrainian National, New 
York); Vera Kucyj (Future CU, Warren. Mich.); 
Michael Lewko (Self Reliance N.J.); Natalie 
Maruszczak (Selfreliance Michigan) and 
Eugene Szestak (Selfreliance Pittsburgh).

• Supervisory Committee: Andrew 
Jakymowych (Future CU, Warren, Mich.), 
Bohdan Lisowsky (Selfreliance Michigan) 
and Bohdan Wruskyj (Selfreliance 
Chicago). 

UCCA

NEW YORK – The Ukrainian Congress 
Committee of America (UCCA) hosted Josef 
Zissels, vice-president of the World Jewish 
Congress and executive vice-president of 
the Congress of Ethnic Communities of 
Ukraine, at its New York City offices. The 
June 11 gathering, which was attended by 
members of the local Ukrainian community, 
allowed for Mr. Zissels to share his thoughts 
on the current situation in Ukraine and the 
plight of ethnic minorities in a country 
under military attack.

Mr. Zissels, a 69-year-old former dissi-
dent who spent time in the gulag on charges 
of “defaming the Soviet political and social 
system,” did not hold back when addressing 
the political and military realities on the 
ground as they relate to Russia. Far more 
pressing in his mind is the fight against cor-
ruption in his native Ukraine, which will 
require a generational shift in attitudes 
towards everyday graft. He said he believes 
that, without a concerted effort in educating 
Ukrainians on this issue, fighting corruption 
will continue to be an uphill battle.

Most importantly, Mr. Zissels talked about 
the incredible spirit of Ukrainian civil society. 
Since his time on the Maidan during the pro-
tests of 2013-2014, Mr. Zissels said he has 

seen a reanimated populace that has defied 
expectations again and again. He empha-
sized that the Maidan came to be through 
the efforts of the NGO community and vari-
ous ethnic minorities, and not through the 
work of any political party or politician. 
Moreover, he stated that due to this natural 

upsurge of volunteerism there are now 
roughly 7 million to 8 million volunteers – a 
“historical phenomenon” that future genera-
tions will study and write about when dis-
cussing 21st century social activism. 

As for the Russian claims that “fascism 
has taken over Ukraine,” Mr. Zissels said he 

could attest only to the incredible spirit of 
cooperation he has witnessed among peo-
ple of all backgrounds in Ukraine, with 
respect for Jews and other ethnic minori-
ties demonstrating the increased dedica-
tion to human rights and Western values. 
He further described Ukraine’s Revolution 
of Dignity and the subsequent Russian 
invasion as a war of civilizations – Europe 
and its Western democratic values versus 
Eurasia and the revival of Soviet identity. 
Ukrainians have chosen the European path, 
he underscored.

Ending his observations on a hopeful 
note, Mr. Zissels remarked that although 
many may think that Ukraine is losing the 
hybrid war Russia has launched, in fact, 
Ukraine has shown signs that it can win in 
the end. Ukrainians today stand on the 
front lines of democracy and have shown 
the world they are willing to sacrifice their 
lives to defend European values. 

“Were we like our Russian aggressors, 
we would bomb the occupied territories 
into submission without hesitation. But 
Ukrainians are not like that,” Mr. Zissels 
stated. “We respect human rights and the 
right to liberty, even in the face of the enor-
mous struggle against an opponent who 
does not share such values – our European 
values.”

Ukrainian American credit union leaders meeting in Washington.

Ukrainian National Credit Union Association holds annual meeting in D.C.

Jewish leader Josef Zissels discusses Ukraine’s European values

Josef Zissels speaks at on June 11 at the offices of the Ukrainian Congress Committee 
of America in New York.

UCCA

(Continued on page 10)
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       THE UKRAINIAN NATIONAL ASSOCIATION FORUM       T

Do you have a young UNA’er, or potential 
young UNA’er in your family? 

Call the UNA Home Office, 973-292-9800,  
to find out how to enroll.

“Solidarity with 
Ukraine”

Friday, July 10, 2015, 8:00 p.m.

Special Guest Stars from Ukraine:
Oksana Bilozir, Serhiy Fomenko,
Vasyl Popadiuk, Pavlo Tabakov

Tickets $200 per person include:
Cocktail Reception and Banquet, Private Performance,
Friday Festival Gate Fee, VIP Parking for the Evening

Availability of tickets limited
Tax-deductible donation of $125 to Ukrainian National

Foundation (UNF) - IAFA Fund for the Prosthetics Rehabilitation Center 
Project of the International Alliance for Fraternal Assistance. � e fund is 

dedicated to the memory of Markian Paslawsky

R.S.V.P. by July 4, oksana.trytjak@verizon.net 
1-800-253-9862, Ext 3071

Checks payable to UNF. Note IAFA Fund. Mail to: 
UNF Inc.- IAFA Fund, 

PO Box 280, Parsippany, NJ 07054.

216 Foordmore Rd., Kerhonkson NY 12446

Ukrainian National Foundation, Inc.
cordially invites you to a 

Fundraising Gala Reception
under the stars on the Lviv Lawn

on the occasion of the 
Soyuzivka Cultural Festival

Young UNA’ers

Damian Alexander Jarymovych, son of 
Vanessa and Olko Jarymovych of 
Philadelphia, is a new member of UNA 
Branch 37. He was enrolled by his grand-

mother Marta Huley Legeckis.

Iryna Chorna Batisko, daughter of Iryna 
Batisko and Vasyl Chornyi of West 
Hartford, Conn., is a new member of 
UNA Branch 277. She was enrolled by 

her parents.
BRIGHTON, Mich. – The spirit of Dibrova Day was in full evidence on May 16 when 
members of the Detroit District Committee of the Ukrainian National Association and 
the Dibrova Estate spent the day beautifying the grounds of Dibrova in preparation for 
the summer season. Seen above are some of the volunteers.

–  Alexander J. Serafyn

UNA volunteers beautify
grounds of Dibrova Estate

THE UNA: 121 YEARS OF SERVICE 
TO OUR COMMUNITY
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by Paul Goble  

Seventy-four years ago on June 22, 
Adolph Hitler turned on his ally Joseph 
Stalin and invaded the Soviet Union – an 
action that continues to echo in the post-
Soviet states with Moscow now routinely 
but falsely accusing Ukraine of having 
become fascist while Vladimir Putin’s 
Russia is rapidly on its way to becoming 
exactly that, according to analyst Vladislav 
Inozemtsev of Moscow.

Moscow propagandists routinely assert 
that Ukraine is “fascist.” But what do they 
find in Ukraine that justifies this? Nothing. 
Do the Ukrainians want to “build a ‘Greater 
Ukraine’ from Kursk to Krakow? No, they 
dream of joining the European Union and 
in essence forgetting about their recently 
acquired sovereignty” (rbcdaily.ru/poli-
tics/562949995721381).

 “Are political opposition figures [in 
Ukraine] suppressed?” Hardly. The opposi-
tion even defeated the president’s party in 
the polls, Mr. Inozemtsev points out. And 
“post-Maidan Ukraine lives quite peacefully 
if you do not take into consideration dis-
tricts controlled by ‘the separatists.’ ” It has 
no interest in expanding its territory.

 “Do Ukrainians recall imperial times 
with tears in their eyes? Hardly: they 
destroy monuments to the leaders of the 

totalitarian era and lament the victims of 
the terror famine and mass repressions.” 
Mr. Inozemtsev writes that he “personally 
does not see anything fascist not only in 
Kyiv but even, for example, in Lviv.”

The situation in Moscow is very differ-
ent, however. There, the screws are being 
tightened and the opposition is being pre-
cluded from politics. Everywhere “there is 
the mythologization of the past and its 
heroization.” And as for nationalism, one 
need only talk about “the ideology of the 
Russian world.”

The government uses legislation to 
attack minorities it doesn’t approve of. It 
combines state power with the capital of 
the oligarchs. There is “ ‘a vertical’ and a 
charismatic leader.” In short, there is evi-
dence that Russia is increasingly meeting 
each and every one of the definitional 
requirements of fascism.

“What does this mean?” Mr. Inozemtsev 
asks rhetorically. It means this: “if the 
Russian people want to be true to the 
pledges of their greater ancestors, if they 
are ready to be worthy of the memory of 
the millions who died, then at a minimum 
this ‘enormous country’ must reflect on 
where its current elite is taking it.”

Russia “must not forget that the early fas-
cist institutions became the training ground 
for that terror which in the second third of the 
20th century swallowed up all of Europe.” It 
is of course wrong to equate Nazi Germany 
and the Soviet Union, the Moscow analyst 
says, “but one should not fail to reflect about 
how all this began a century ago.”

Moreover, Mr. Inozemtsev continues, no 
one should fail to reflect on “how the first 
growths of ‘the banality of evil’ are today 
penetrating the everyday life” of Russians. 
“To think about this is not a crime,” as some 
in the Kremlin clearly would prefer, “but 
rather a responsibility” – especially on this 
anniversary. 

Russia, not Ukraine, moving
toward fascism, says analyst

According to the temperatures in these parts, as well as the calendar, summer 
is here! With that comes the annual migration of our children and teens to sum-
mer camps, be they at Soyuzivka, campgrounds of the Ukrainian American Youth 
Association and the Plast Ukrainian Scouting Organization, or other venues, such 
as Bobriwka in Connecticut or All Saints Camp of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church 
of the U.S.A. in Pennsylvania.

How lucky we are to have these opportunities and venues!
You know, we take a lot for granted when we send our kids to our Ukrainian 

camps. And, in many ways, that is good thing. After all, we trust the folks who are 
organizing and running these activities – they’ve been doing it successfully for 
years! And there is a comfort level that comes with these being such an important 
component of our Ukrainian community experience. Take a moment, however, to 
think about all the work that is done – even before you begin packing your kids 
off to camp – to make these camps possible. There are countless hours of plan-
ning and scheduling, and searching for camp directors and staff. Furthermore, 
many of these organizers and administrators of camps are volunteers who do 
what they do simply because they want to give back to our community.

Sometimes we are quite nonchalant, disregardful really, when it comes to the 
summertime staffers at our summertime venues. We take them for granted, yet 
these are the folks who implement the summer programs that benefit our kids 
and, in the case of the littlest campers, are on call every hour of every day. Many 
of them are former campers themselves, ex-kids who grew up at these camps 
and now want to pay it forward, to give the next generation a similarly rewarding 
and enriching summertime experience. Some, it should be noted, are volunteers, 
while others are paid (or should we say “underpaid”?). In any case, they are 
deserving of our gratitude, our support and our admiration.

At the Soyuzivka Heritage Center, there is yet another interesting, and unique, 
facet of our Ukrainian summers. This is the time when, as has been the case for 
the past several years (eight or nine years, according to those in the know), 
groups of university students arrive from Ukraine to work at Soyuzivka during 
the summer season as wait staff, kitchen staff, groundskeepers, in housekeeping, 
at the snack bar and in the Main House office. In fact, the first group of these 
young people was already at Soyuzivka at the time of UNA Seniors Week in mid-
June. Since then, more have arrived and there are now 23 students from all 
regions of Ukraine, including Russian-occupied Crimea, at work all around 
Soyuzivka. We wish them a wonderful experience! (And we hope many of our 
readers will get a chance to meet these students at Soyuzivka.)

Collectively, these summertime workers are the key to a successful Ukrainian 
summer season. We truly are fortunate to have these exceptional people working 
for us and making our summers special.

The Ukrainian Weekly

Seventy years ago, on June 19, 1945, the Soviet Union 
annexed Carpatho-Ukraine, which on March 15, 1939, had 
pro-claimed its independence and soon thereafter lost it 
when Hungarian troops, with Nazi Germany’s approval, 
invaded it. An agreement was formally signed by Vyacheslav Molotov, Soviet 
foreign commissar, and Dr. Zednek Fierlinger, premier of 

Czechoslovakia, in the presence of Stalin. 
Czechoslovakia had ruled Carpatho-Ukraine prior to the spring of 1939 (following 

Hungary’s invasion, the Ukrainian territory remained under Hungarian control), and the 
agreement provided for an exchange of populations between the USSR and 
Czechoslovakia, and established two commissions to fix the new boundary between the 
two countries and to liquidate property in Carpatho-Ukraine.

“Although the agreement states that the cession of Carpatho-Ukraine to the Reds was 
‘in accordance with the desire shown by the population of Carpatho-Ukraine,’ the fact 
remains, however, that there was no form of plebiscite whatsoever giving the Carpatho-
Ukrainian a chance to express their desire in the matter,” The Weekly’s article noted.

Two areas of Ukraine that were not under Stalin’s control were Lemkivshcyhyna and 
Kholmshchyna, which were under Polish rule.

Anna Waskos, a public school teacher, was interviewed by a local radio talk show to 
promote a Ukrainian war relief drive, Tag Day, in April 1945 at the Ukrainian Democratic 
Club in Hamtramck, Mich. 

She told listeners: “…Our homes are intact, food and clothing can be bought, and when 
we go to bed at night we retire with the full assurance that tomorrow our homes will still 
stand and a means of livelihood will exist. But not our fellow Ukrainians living in Europe. 
For many nations have warred on its lands trying to conquer the Ukrainian people. Wars 
have always disrupted the progress of a country… They have tried starvation, forced 
labor, death and transportation of entire families and villages into different areas and 
countries. If the Ukrainians were not a freedom-loving people and a real menace to the 
nation attempting to settle on its land, such methods would not be employed.”

Source: “Soviet annexation of Carpatho-Ukraine,” The Ukrainian Weekly, July 7, 1945.

June
29
1945

Turning the pages back...

by Paul Goble

The Ukrainian Autocephalous Orthodox 
Church (UAOC) and the Ukrainian 
Orthodox Church – Kyiv Patriarchate (UOC-
KP), two of the three largest Orthodox 
denominations in Ukraine (the other is the 
UOC subordinate to the Moscow 
Patriarchate, or UOC-MP), have agreed to 
hold a meeting to discuss unification.

That move, agreed upon at a meeting in 
Kyiv in early June, puts the two on the road 
to unification and toward the formation of 
a single autocephalous Orthodox Church in 
Ukraine, something that the Moscow 
Patriarchate will do everything in its power 
to prevent because the emergence of such a 
Church would cost it most of its bishoprics 
and parishioners there.

Such an independent national Church, 
subordinate only to the Ecumenical 
Patriarchate in Constantinople which sent 
delegates to the June meeting and appears 
to be actively supporting the Ukrainian 
move, would not only attract many bishops 
and the faithful of the UOC-MP but would 
also boost Ukrainian national identity sepa-
rate from Russia.

In addition, it would have serious conse-
quences in Russia itself: Because more than 
half of the Moscow Patriarchate’s parishes are 
in Ukraine and because many of the newly 
created bishops there are Moscow Patriarch 

Kirill’s base, such a move represents a devas-
tating blow to the Moscow church and its 
leader, reducing the Russian Orthodox Church 
based in Moscow to the third largest 
Orthodox Church in the world and under-
cutting Kirill’s power and influence.

Consequently, it is entirely reasonable to 
assume that Patriarch Kirill and Moscow 
will do everything they can to block this 
development, including the use of FSB-
orchestrated provocations, blackmail, 
bribes and other forms of official pressure 
both within Ukraine itself and in the 
Orthodox world more generally. 

These truly tectonic shifts follow from 
what may have struck many as a modest 
announcement by UOC-KP press service. It 
reported on the meeting, including attend-
ees from both Churches, the Ukrainian 
Church in the U.S. (UOC U.S.A.), and the 
Ecumenical Patriarchate to which the 
meeting formally expressed its gratitude 
and asked that it be represented in all unity 
meetings (cerkva.info/en/publications/
articles/6958-rishennia.html).

The press service said the meeting had 
resolved that the leaderships of the UOC-KP 
and the UAOC should decide on a date for 
the convening of a unity council “for the final 
union” of the two Churches – this meeting 
proposed September 14 as an opportune 
date – and even specified how each Church 
was to be represented at that meeting. 

Two Ukrainian Orthodox Churches
agree to discuss unifi cationOur summertime workers

WINDOW ON EURASIA

Paul Goble is a long-time specialist on eth-
nic and religious questions in Eurasia who has 
served in various capacities in the U.S. State 
Department, the Central Intelligence Agency 
and the International Broadcasting Bureau, 
as well as at the Voice of America and Radio 
Free Europe/Radio Liberty and the Carnegie 
Endowment for International Peace. Mr. Goble 
writes a blog called “Window on Eurasia” 
(http://windowoneurasia2.blogspot.com/). 
The article above is reprinted with permission.

This week’s issue of The Ukrainian Weekly is a double issue dated June 28/
July 5, 2015. Our next issue will have a publication date of July 12, 2015. 

OUR NEXT ISSUE 
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The things we do ...
by Orysia Paszczak Tracz

There I was – in the Kvitka Cisyk 
Museum in the Kvitka Cisyk School on 
Kvitka Cisyk Street across from Kvitka 
Cisyk Park in Lviv. She is very much a pres-
ence in Ukraine, even though she passed 
away at the young age of nearly 45 in 1998. 
A possibly irreverent and strange thought 
flashed through my mind as I stood in the 
museum: if Kvitka were here, she’d love it. 

With her voice gently surrounding the 
museum visitor, her albums and photos 
and family history on the walls, her per-
sonal items displayed in the cases – the 
white open rooms invite the visitor to 
learn all about her. The museum, opened in 
2011, is on the first floor of the Kvitka 
Cisyk School (School No. 54), in northeast 
Lviv. It just happens that Kvitka Cisyk 
Street joins Mykola Khvyliovyi and 
Abraham Lincoln streets. And Hetman 
Mazepa Street is one block over. 

Kvitka’s school, founded in 1975 and 
one of the largest in the city, is a middle 
school for students ages 6-16. The princi-
pal is Rostyslav M. Pelyshchyshyn. There is 
an English-language program, directed and 
taught by Margaryta Savchenko. Students 
from this program who are members of 
the museum’s club offer tours in English, in 
addition to Ukrainian. The directors of the 
museum are grateful to Kvitka’s husband, 
Ed Rakowicz, and their son, Edward 
Wolodymyr, and Kvitka’s extended family 
for donating her items to the museum. 
They will be thankful for other items, such 
as recordings of her “Your Light Up My 
Life” and the LP “Ivanku” and photos.

The founder and promoter of the muse-

um and the complex is Dr. Roman 
Hrytsevych. He is a three-term Lviv city 
councilor, the head of the community orga-
nization Nezabutnia Kvitka (Unforgettable 
Kvitka), and a philanthropist of the muse-
um. One of his projects, in memory of 
Kvitka, is a mobile mammography clinic for 
the rural areas of the Lviv region (Kvitka 
passed away from breast cancer). He is now 
working on developing the proposed Kvitka 
Cisyk Park across the street to be used as a 
facility for performances and festivals. 

There is much more information on 
Kvitka, her career, and the people who 
loved and supported her available online. 
There is the American who heard her voice 
in a taxi in Kyiv, and was captivated. 
Alexander Gutmacher of New York was so 
taken with Kvitka’s voice that he just had to 
learn more about her and did so much to 
make her known to the world and Ukraine. 
He started the numerous concerts and fes-
tivals devoted to Kvitka that continue in 
Ukraine and the U.S. 

To see how this always-young woman 
from Queens, N.Y., is loved, honored and 
revered in the homeland and city of her par-
ents was an emotional experience. Kvitka is 
still very much alive in Lviv and the rest of 
Ukraine – her CDs sell well, and her music is 
very often played on the radio. When I took 
the Chudo-Bus/Wonder-Bus sightseeing 
tour of the city (a great way to spend an 
hour or more), it was her “Dva Koliory” 
(Two Colors) CD playing in the background 
of the narrative – except for Pikardiyska 
Tertsiya singing “Siadesh u Poyizd” (You’ll 
Get on the Train) as we drove past the Lviv 
train station. There is a plaque at her fami-
ly’s home on 8 Hlyboka St.

If you are visiting Lviv, do not miss it.

Kvitka Cisyk in Lviv A vision triumphant!

Orysia Tracz may be contacted at  
orysia.tracz@gmail.com. 

Dear Editor:

Analysts in the media are saying that the 
people of Ukraine are becoming more unit-
ed than ever because of the war with 
Russia and its proxies in Ukraine. Followers 
of the Patriarchate of Moscow are aban-
doning that Church and worshiping in 
churches of the Kyiv Patriarchate.

In his recent meetings with heads of 
state in Europe, Canada’s Prime Minister 
Stephen Harper was promoting continued 
– and perhaps stronger – support for
Ukraine in its war. With that same message, 
he met with Pope Francis at the Vatican for 
only 10 minutes, compared with Russia’s 
President Vladimir Putin, who met a day 
earlier with the pontiff for nearly an hour.

Media analysts are speculating that the 
pope favoured Mr. Putin with more time 
because he values good relations with the 
Moscow Patriarchate. In the eyes of the 
pope, Ukrainian interests are expendable in 
favor of good relations with Russia.

It is timely therefore for Ukrainian reli-
gious leaders to pursue to fruition the uni-
fication of all the Ukrainian Orthodox and 
Catholic Churches quickly into a single cul-
turally Eastern rite Church. A united 

Ukrainian Christian Church in Ukraine and 
abroad would have more followers than 
the Patriarchate of Moscow.

The united Ukrainian Christian Church 
should unilaterally proclaim communion 
with the followers of both the Catholic 
Church of Rome and the Orthodox Church 
of Constantinople. In practice, these people 
would be welcome to have confession and 
communion in the Ukrainian Christian 
Church.

This situation would make it embarrass-
ing from a Christian perspective for the 
Churches of Rome and Constantinople not 
to reciprocate communion with the follow-
ers of the Ukrainian Christian Church, and 
by the same token embarrassing not to rec-
ognize its autocephalous status.

Upon such reciprocation, there would be 
a de facto unification of the Catholic and 
Orthodox Churches in the world. Perhaps 
this would stimulate the other Christian 
denominations to join in the movement for 
Christian unity as well. I believe that would 
look good in the eyes of God, and it would 
not pass notice by the followers of Islam.

I pray that Ukrainian Church leaders set 
aside their petty reasons for being divisive 
and demonstrate their Christian humility 
by doing what is right in the eyes of God 
and humanity.

Stan Humenuk
Calgary, Alberta

Strategic time 
for unity

 LETTER TO THE EDITOR

At a time when events in Ukraine seem 
so unremittingly dark and gloomy, the 
recent publication of the 25th anniversary 
Jubilee Report of the Metropolitan Andrey 
Sheptytsky Institute (MASI) comes as a 
welcome antidote. 

Arriving on the occasion of the 150th 
anniversary of the death of Metropolitan 
Sheptytsky, the report is glorious testimo-
ny to the triumph of a brilliant vision, the 
motto of which is: “Serving for the Future, 
Leading With Tradition.” 

The institute was conceived in 1986 by 
Father Andriy Chirovsky “as a solution for 
some of the most urgent issues facing the 
Eastern Churches.” There was a need for 
“an institution of higher education where 
the Eastern Christian tradition – in dia-
logue with Western thought – would be 
studied in its various forms.” The goal was 
“to provide leaders confident of this tradi-
tion’s power to change lives today.”

Serving parishes in Chicago while teach-
ing at the Catholic Theological Seminary 
(CTU) – the largest Catholic school of minis-
try in the United States – Father Chirovsky 
conceived the idea of a graduate-level sum-
mer program at an Eastern Catholic 
Monastery, during which students would 
take classes and participate in the full 
monastic schedule of fasts, feasts and wor-
ship.  A proposal was presented to the entire 
faculty of CTU  and approved unanimously.

The beginnings were not easy, especially 
after Father Chirovsky underwent a failed 
back surgery, forcing him to suffer severe 
pain for which there is no cure. Father 
Chirovsky ignored the pain and soldiered on.

Archimandrite Boniface Luykx, hegu-
men of Holy Transfiguration Monastery 
(Mount Tabor) in Redwood Valley, Calif., 
enthusiastically agreed to serve as host of 

the program, which was initiated in 1987. 
Among the early activities were a trip to 
the Hayward, Calif., grave of Father Ahapius 
Honcharenko – the first Ukrainian priest in 
the United States and editor of The Alaska 
Herald – as well as visits to various Eastern 
Christian churches including Russian, 
Coptic, Armenian, Melkite, Maronite, all in 
the San Francisco Bay area.  Following the 
collapse of the USSR, students from 
Ukraine were also found studying at Mount 
Tabor.  Father Sviatoslav Shevchuk was 
among the clergy who attended Mount 
Tabor in the early years. He later became 
Ukrainian Catholic patriarch. 

Having developed an expanded master 
plan for MASI, Father Chirovsky first 
sought the approval and support of 
Ukrainian bishops in the United States. The 
reaction seemed tepid.   The response of 
Ukrainian bishops of Canada, however, was 
different.  Led by Metropolitan Maxim 
Hermaniuk  – who admired the young 
Chicago priest and came to treat him like a 
son – the Ukrainian Canadian bishops lis-
tened attentively to Father Chirovsky’s pre-
sentation at a convocation in Edmonton, 
Alberta, and wholeheartedly accepted the 
establishment of MASI in Canada.   Father 
Chirovsky had met earlier with Father 
Joseph Andrijishyn, rector of Holy Spirit 
Ukrainian Catholic Interparchial Seminary 
at St. Paul University in Ottawa, where the 
possibility of locating MASI was discussed.

A mission statement was developed 
early on. It reads: “As a center of higher 
learning, research, ecumenical understand-
ing and prayer, the institute is an academic 
unit of the Faculty of Theology at St. Paul 
University in Ottawa, offering accredited 
undergraduate and graduate degree pro-
grams in Eastern Christian Studies to both 
men and women – laity, religious and cler-
gy.”Myron Kuropas’s e-mail address is 

kuropas@comcast.net. (Continued on page 9)

Cover of the 25th anniversary report of the Metropolitan Andrey Sheptytsky Institute 
of Eastern Christian Studies.
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National Art Museum in Kyiv
marks Hnizdovsky centennial

KYIV – An exhibit marking the 100th anni-
versary of the birth of Jacques Hnizdovsky 
(1915-1985) was opened here at the 
National Art Museum on May 29. The 
exhibit features over 100 works, includ-
ing oils, woodcuts and the full collection 
of ex libris on loan from private collector 
Roman Ferencevych of Alexandria, Va. 
The exhibit is sponsored in part by the 
U.S. Embassy in Ukraine and includes 
works from the private collections of 
the National University of Kyiv Mohyla 
Academy Libraries, the late Omeljan 
Pritsak, the Ukrainian Catholic University, 
Pavlo Hudimov, Viktoria Hubska, Ihor 
Hryniv, Marta Kolomayets, Lidia and Petro 
Matiaszek, Marta Pereyma, Kateryna 
and Victor Yushchenko and Yaryna 
Ferencevych. The full exhibit will be on 
view at the National Art Museum until 
August 24, and a smaller exhibit will travel 
to Poltava, Cherkasy and Dnipropetrovsk 
in the fall.

– Khristina Lew

Maksym Hubsky

modern flute, including Sonata in C Major 
by Maxim Berezovsky, “Song Without 
Words” by Kyrylo Stetsenko, and “Melody” 
by Borys Lyatoshynsky. 

Also performing were the Ukrainian 
Cultural Trust Choir, under the direction of 
Dorothy Waslo; the Slava Dance Company, 
under the direction of Natalie Kapeluck; and 
the Flute Academy of Pittsburgh, under the 
direction of Wendy Kumer. The concert also 
included dancers, attired in traditional 
regional folk costumes, from the Kyiv Dance 
Ensemble and School directed by Ms. 
Kapeluck and the Poltava Ukrainian Dance 
Company directed by Chrystyna Hlutkowsky. 

Following the performance, audience 
members had an opportunity to meet the 
artists and socialize in the art-filled Frick 
Fine Arts Building Foyer. The anniversary 
concert was sponsored by the Ukrainian 
Nationality Room Committee at the 
University of Pittsburgh. 

(Continued from page 1)

Ukrainian Nationality...

Answering questions on whether arm-
ing Ukraine would further escalate the con-
flict, Sen. McCain noted that the United 
States got help from the French during its 
own struggle for independence. “America 
has a tradition of helping the people who 
are struggling against thugs like Vladimir 
Putin,” he added.

Sen. Cotton (R-Ark.), a veteran of wars in 
Iraq and Afghanistan, reiterated the mes-

sage that the military conflict in Ukraine 
has far wider ramifications: “I felt that I am 
on the frontline of freedom and today’s 
Ukrainians defend the Western way of life. 
As long as Russia occupies Crimea and 
eastern Ukraine, we cannot stand idle.”

“The best weapon against Russian pro-
paganda would be a successful and pros-
perous Ukraine,” Sen. McCain concluded.

The delegation of U.S. senators took part 
in a series of meetings with Ukrainian lead-
ers, including President Petro Poroshenko, 
Prime Minister Arseniy Yatsenyuk and Kyiv 
Mayor Vitali Klitschko. 

(Continued from page 1)

McCain in Kyiv...

Dr. Andrei Pidkivka plays the tylynka, a 
shepherd’s flute.

Roksana Korchynsky

A view of the Ukrainian Nationality Room at the University of Pittsburgh.

In 1989, the Ukrainian Catholic Congress 
of Canada passed a resolution designating 
the relocation of MASI to Ottawa as its offi-
cial project for the centenary of Ukrainian 
settlement in Canada.  Thanks to the fur-
ther support of the Oblate Fathers at St. 
Paul University, the Sheptytsky Institute 
began operations in the Oblate Seminary 
building in 1990 with a chapel, two offices 
and a reading room.

Financial support was essential, prompt-
ing Eugene Cherwich to establish the MASI 
Foundation in 1989.  The board of directors 
includes leading Ukrainian Canadians such 
as Paul Grod and Eugene Czolij, as well as 
such distinguished Ukrainian Americans as 
Roma Hayda and Dr. Andrew Browar. Since 
1986, well over 1,000 benefactors have 
donated to MASI from all over the world, 
but mostly from Canada and the United 
States.  All are listed in the Jubilee Report.

Special recognition is offered in the 
report to the generosity of Peter and Doris 
Kule of Edmonton, who endowed the insti-
tute’s two academic chairs. Eugene and 
Lillian Cherwick of Winnipeg are also high-
lighted in the report for “their selfless work 
on behalf of the foundation.”

Inspiration for MASI’s ecumenical 
endeavors during the past 25 years has 
come from the life and achievements of its 
patron, the saintly Andrey Sheptytsky, who 
led the Ukrainian Greco-Catholic Church in 
Galician Ukraine from 1900 to 1944. 
During this period he visited Ukrainian 
communities in the United States, Canada 
and South America, and was instrumental 

in Rome’s appointment of the first Greek-
Catholic bishops in the United States 
(1907) and Canada (1912).

A dynamic leader from a wealthy aristo-
cratic family in Galicia, Sheptytsky used his 
wealth to fund a host of projects – from 
clinics to museums in Ukraine. He was an 
ecumenical thinker, a Ukrainian patriot and 
a man of peace. During the first world war, 
the Russians arrested the metropolitan 
soon after they occupied Ukraine for the 
first time. Released, he was placed under 
house arrest by the Poles. During the 1920s 
and 1930s he supported the Ukrainian 
Democratic Alliance (UNDO) in Ukraine 
and condemned both the Polish pacifica-
tion campaign and the terrorist tactics of 
some Ukrainian nationalists. During World 
War II he condemned both the Nazis and 
Ukrainians who murdered innocents. 

Metropolitan Sheptytsky was also a man 
of action who hid Jews from the Nazis in his 
private Lviv residence. In 1942, he wrote a 
letter to Gestapo leader Heinrich Himmler 
protesting Nazi treatment of Jews. As David 
Kahane wrote in his memoir, “Lvov Ghetto 
Dairy:” “No ecclesiatical figure of equal 
rank in the whole of Europe displayed such 
sorrow for the fate of the Jews and acted so 
boldly on their behalf.” A popular move-
ment promoting Sheptytsky’s beatification 
emerged in the 1950s. In 1968, Pope Paul 
VI gave Sheptytsky the title “Servant of 
God.” The beatification process continues 
until today.

Metropolitan Sheptytsky provided the 
moral grounding and direction for the 
Ukrainian national identity during the 20th 
century. The triumphant trio is providing 
the same for the 21st century.

Mnohaya Lita and Godspeed!

(Continued from page 7)

A vision...
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“Gathering a Heritage: Ukrainian, 
Slavonic, and Ethnic Canada and the 
USA,” by Thomas M. Prymak. University of 
Toronto Press, 2015. 364 pp. ISBN: 978-1-
4426-1438-3, Paperback, $27-$30. Also 
available as an e-book, $17-$26.

Since the 1930s, interest in “ethnic stud-
ies” and immigration history has been 
growing steadily, not only among scholars, 
but in the general population as well. 
Anyone interested in the study of immigra-
tion and ethnicity in North America will be 
glad to know that a new resource has 
become available. The newly released 
“Gathering a Heritage: Ukrainian, Slavonic, 
and Ethnic Canada and the USA,” is a collec-
tion of articles and essays written over the 
past three decades by Thomas M. Prymak, a 
research associate of the Chair of Ukrainian 
Studies at the University of Toronto, in 
which he reflects on the evolution of ethnic 
studies in Canada and the United States.

The essays explore the history of 
Ukrainian and Slavonic immigration to 
North America, along with the literature 
through which these communities and 
their historians sought to recapture their 
past. Several of the essays in the book are 
appearing in print for the first time, includ-
ing the fascinating story of French 
Canadian writer Gabrielle Roy’s connec-
tions with Ukrainian Canadians, both in 
Canada and in London. The previously 
published essays have all been revised and 
expanded for this publication.

Mr. Prymak has grouped the essays topi-
cally into three sections. The first, 
“Emigration Studies,” starts with the oldest 
emigration from eastern Europe to the 
Americas before 1914, the so-called pioneer 
era, and finishes with the interwar emigra-
tion from the Republic of Poland to Canada.

The second section, “History, Historians, 
and Others,” emphasizes the pre-1945 
period, but deals also with the contribu-
tions of post-1945 immigrants. The general 
theme of this section is one of increasing 
professionalism, with a shift from the 
spread of literacy – as for example, in the 

various prosvita or “enlightenment” societ-
ies – to scholarship and higher forms of 
learning, in various post-1945 émigré aca-
demic institutions.

The third group of essays, “Library 
Studies and Reference Works,” continues 
some of the themes from the second sec-
tion, putting some of the points from the 
earlier essays into a more general context.   

The f inal  section,  “Concluding 
Thoughts,” consists of a single essay com-
paring the Ukrainian experience in Canada 
and the United States.

Although the essays are grouped topi-
cally and arranged chronologically, there is 
no particular reason why they have to be 
read that way. Mr. Prymak, in his introduc-
tion, encourages the reader to “choose 
what interests him most and read it first.”

“Gathering a Heritage” is available from 
amazon.com in paperback ($27) and Kindle 
($26) formats, and at Barnes and Noble in 
paperback ($30) and Nook ($17) formats. 
Both of these retailers also carry a selection 
of Mr. Prymak’s other works, including 
“Mykola Kostomarov: A Biograpy” and 
“Mychailo Hrushevsky: The Politics of 
National Culture.” 

A collection of essays on ethnic studies by Thomas M. Prymak

During the late 1960s, when I was a 
young undergraduate student in history at 
St. Paul’s College at the University of 
Manitoba in western Canada, I took a semi-
nar course in the history of the Crusades, in 
which I had been interested since my youth 
when I had read Sir Walter Scott, Harold 
Lamb and other authors who had painted 
these medieval events in such exciting col-
ors: “...Iron men and saints, off to liberate 
Jerusalem! Richard the Lionheart, brave to 
the point of foolishness; the victorious 
Sultan Saladin, noble, and generous to the 
vanquished.” 

However, my instructor in this course, 
Prof. L.A. Desmond, who quickly became 
aware of my East European background, 
did not assign to me a topic on the 
Crusades to the Holy Land, as I had expect-
ed, but rather on “the Crusade against the 
Slavs” in the mid-12th century, a topic in 
which he thought I might be interested 
because of my ethnic background. 

But he was mistaken about this, for I was 
not enamored by what I then believed to be 
(perhaps in error) its unspoken but under-
lying juxtaposition of “Western civilization” 
versus “Eastern barbarism.” I much pre-
ferred to work on the history of the Greek-
speaking Byzantine Empire with its great 
capital at Constantinople, called Tsargrad 
by the Slavs, and later, Istanbul by the 
Turks, which I thought was more than the 
equal in civilization to the western Europe 
of the Dark Ages.

Be this as it may, at one point discussion 
did turn to the origin of the English name 
for an unfree person, a bondsman, or 
“slave,” as opposed to a half-free person, or 
“serf,” tied to the land. (Serfs were much 
more common than slaves in medieval 
Europe.) I was astounded, offended and 
incredulous when Prof. Desmond informed 
us that this ostensibly ancient and accepted 
English word, “slave,” was not derived origi-
nally from Anglo-Saxon, Latin or French, 
but rather could be traced through some of 
these languages to the ethnic term “Slav,” 
the name of the predominant family of peo-
ples of Eastern Europe, to which group 
belong today’s Ukrainians, Russians, Poles, 
Czechs, Serbs and many others.

I did not quite know how to answer Prof. 
Desmond’s assertion and put the matter 
aside. It did not come up again until several 
years later, when I had already switched my 
main interests from the history of medieval 
Europe to a more modern period, and from 
the Latin and Germanic West to the Greek 
and Slavic East.

In studying the modern history of the 
Slavic peoples, particularly the Ukrainians, 
this question of the origin of the English 
word “slave” did not immediately resurface. 
But over the years, I learned that there 
were two predominant forms which the 
name for these peoples and their languages 
took in the history books. Some books 
referred to these peoples as the “Slavic” 
peoples, and to their tongues as the “Slavic” 
languages; while others, most of them 
older books, referred to them as the 

“Slavonic” peoples, and to their tongues as 
the “Slavonic” languages. In the U.S., the for-
mer was predominant; in England, at least 
in earlier times, the latter was more com-
mon. In Canada, there was historically a 
mixture of the two. 

Of course, none of this explained where 
the term “Slav” had come from in the first 
place. But I later learned that there are two 
popular theories or “folk etymologies” for 
this name. The first, favored by many of the 
early leaders, or “national awakeners” of the 
Slavic peoples in the 19th century, proposed 
that the Slavs got their name from their 
word for glory – “slava.” Thus the Slavic peo-
ples are “the glorious ones.” One can easily 
see how appealing this etymology was to 
those early Slavic awakeners who wished to 
raise the prestige and cultural level of their 
peoples on the general European scene.

The second theory, one more favored by 
philologists, or language specialists, pro-
posed that this ethno-linguistic group, who 
variously called themselves “Slaviany” or 
“Sloviany” in their own languages, pro-
posed that their name came from their 
common term for “word” – “slovo.” That is, 
the Slaviany or Sloviany are the peoples 
who have the “word” and can understand 
each other. This was contrasted to their 
neighbors, the Germans, who were the 
“Nimtsy” or “Nemtsy”; that is, the people 
“who cannot speak the word.”

Now these theories are all well and good, 
but they cannot be absolutely proven one 
way or the other. The true origins of the 
name “Slav” are lost in the mists of time.

By contrast, however, the explanation of 
the origin of the English word for unfree 
person, or bondsman, or “slave,” is quite 
different and can be traced back through 
written sources to its very origin in early 
medieval times, the so-called Dark Ages.

It first appeared in medieval Latin in 
Germany as the word “sclavus” and was 
used to refer to those prisoners of war 
taken among the Slavic peoples and used as 
slaves in Western Europe. (This word, 
“sclavus,” was indeed an innovation, for the 
ancient Latin word for slave had been “ser-
vus”.) The word “sclavus” was used in 
Germany for a while, but after a couple of 
hundred years, the term more or less 
dropped out of use. It was revived, howev-
er, by Italian slave merchants in Crimea on 
the north shore of the Black Sea, who, from 
the 1300s on, shipped people captured by 
the Mongols or Tatars in the Ukrainian 
steppe region, across the Mediterranean to 
Italy and North Africa. (This Black Sea Slave 
Trade, as it is called, was, in fact, a very big 
business in its time.) From medieval Latin, 
the word entered French as “esclave,” 
German as “Sklave,” and finally English as 
“slave.” So, it turned out, Prof, Desmond 
knew exactly what he was talking about.

But the story does not end there. In Italy, 
the Latin word “sclavus” eventually became 
the Italian “schiavo.” Before modern times, 
it was considered polite to use this word in 
the phrase “I am your slave!” (sono vestro 
schiavo) when greeting, hosting or saying 
farewell to someone. Eventually, this con-
tracted into “ciao” (or “chow” as it may be 
spelled in English) and spread all over 
southern Europe. I first heard it extensively 
used when I visited Spain in 1969 as a 
young university student and hitchhiker. 
Today it is known all over the world.

When I hear this word today, however, 
something inside me tightens up, especially 
when it is spoken by my fellow Canadians of 
Ukrainian, Polish or other Slavic back-
ground. I understand that the people using it 
usually want to be either friendly or polite, 
but still, I cannot completely forget its dark 
origin, and I myself use it as little as possible.

REFLECTIONS: Say “goodbye,” 
but don’t say “chow”!

Thomas M. Prymak, Ph.D., is research 
associate at the Chair of Ukrainian Studies, 
University of Toronto. He is the author of 
numerous articles and reviews in the field 
and three published books, the first of which 
was an award-winning biography of the 
historian and political leader Michael 
Hrushevsky (1987). His most recent book, 
titled “Gathering a Heritage: Ukrainian, 
Slavonic, and Ethnic Canada and the USA,” 
was recently published by the University of 
Toronto Press.

Ukraine with the Atlantic Council in the 
coming weeks. The report details Russia’s 
invasion of Ukraine, and states, “Russia is at 
war with Ukraine. Russian citizens and sol-
diers are fighting and dying in a war of 
their government’s own making. President 
Vladimir Putin continues to deny Russian 
involvement in the fighting, but the evi-
dence is overwhelming and indisputable. 
Drawing upon open source information 
that is ‘hiding in plain sight,’ this report pro-
vides irrefutable evidence of direct Russian 
military involvement in eastern Ukraine.”

 The UCC and the UWC are working with 

the late Boris Nemtsov’s organization to 
distribute his report “Putin. War.” Having 
met with Ukraine’s Minister of Information 
Yuriy Stets, the UWC and the UCC agreed to 
work together to distribute these reports in 
occupied territories of Ukraine.

Together with Mr. Potichnyj, who is presi-
dent of the Canada Ukraine Chamber of 
Commerce, and Mr. Kasyanchuk, director of 
the UWC Ukraine Mission, Mr. Grod met 
with Ukrainian government officials 
engaged in Canada Ukraine Free Trade 
Agreement (CUFTA) negotiations, including 
Minister of Agriculture Oleksiy Pavlenko, 
Deputy Minister for Economic Development 
Nataliya Mykolska and Vice Minister of 
Foreign Affairs Vadym Prystaiko to discuss 
the status and key obstacles to the CUFTA.

(Continued from page 3)

UCC and UWC...

• Nominating Committee: Jaroslaw 
Fedun (Self Reliance N.J.), Orest Liscynesky 
(Cleveland Selfreliance) and Mr. Stachiw 
(Selfreliance New England).

• By-Laws Committee: Ms. Kolodij 
(Selfreliance Philadelphia), Mr. Liscynesky 
(Cleveland Selfreliance) and Lubomyr 
Lypeckyj (Selfreliance Michigan). 

• Loan Protection and Life Savings 
Insurance Trustees: Ms. Burdiak, Mr. 

Kaczurak, Mr. Kerda, Ms. Kolodij, Mr. Kurczak, 
Ihor Laszok and John Olijarczyk.

Ms. Burdiak was elected president of the 
association and the Ukrainian Cooperative 
Insurance Agency in Chicago. UNCUA staff 
members are Christine Pylypowycz and 
Nina Bebko. 

Mr. Kaczurak, chairman of the Ukrainian 
National Federal Credit Union headquartered 
in New York City invited the delegates to 
schedule their 2016 UNCUA fall conference 
and annual meeting in South Bound Brook, 
N.J., on the occasion of Ukrainian National’s 
50th anniversary celebration next year.

(Continued from page 4)

Ukrainian National...
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Katheryn Winnick profiled on Plast Ukrainian Scouting Organization’s website
PARSIPPANY, N.J. – Katheryn Winnick 

(various media give her Ukrainian name as 
Katerena Anna Vinitsky), a Ukrainian 
Canadian actress and martial artist from 
Etobicoke, Ontario, near Toronto, was pro-
filed on the Plast Ukrainian Scouting 
Organization’s webpage (plast.org.ua) from 
Ukraine. Ms. Winnick co-stars as Lagertha, 
the former wife of Ragnar Lothbrok (played 
by Travis Fimmel), on the popular History 
channel series “Vikings” (www.history.com/
shows/vikings), now in its third season.

Ms. Winnick’s Ukrainian roots run deep, 
as her grandfather was a member of the 
Ukrainian Sich Riflemen. She spoke exclu-
sively Ukrainian up until the age of 8. She 
was a member of Plast and studied 
Ukrainian language at the Tsiopa Paliyiv 
School of Ukrainian Studies in Toronto as 
well as frequented the local Ukrainian 
Catholic church. She also holds black belts 
in karate (second degree) and taekwondo 
(third degree) has won silver medals at the 
Canada National Taekwondo finals, and she 
is a licensed bodyguard. She is planning her 
first visit to Ukraine soon with her mother, 

Lesia (who is vice-president of the 
Ukrainian Canadian Congress Toronto 
branch) and her father, Roman Winnicki.

She has appeared in numerous films, 
including “Love & Other Drugs,” “Killers” 
with Ashton Kutcher and “Art of the Steal.” 
Having begun her acting career on televi-
sion in 1999 with an appearance in the 
series “PSI Factor: Chronicles of the 
Paranormal,” recently she has performed on 
the series “Person of Interest.” In her 2009 
role in “Cold Souls” she played the role of 
Svieta, and had to learn Russian dialogue. 

In speaking with Taras Zen, Ms. Winnick, 
who was known as Katrusia, stated: “Since 
leaving home and Canada, to build my 
career, I did not have many opportunities to 
speak Ukrainian. But I try – I want to do 
this.”

Lesia Winnicki explained: “To describe 
our family, for example, my parents were 
born in Galicia (Halychyna). My mother 
[was born] in Lviv region and my father in 
the Ternopil region. My husband’s parents 
come from Staryi Sambir and Boryslav. In 
the 1940s my family fled the Soviet regime. 

Both Katrusia’s father and I were born in 
Germany, and we arrived in Canada when 
we were very young. Right now, we have 
four children – Katrusia, Markian, Daria 
and Adam. They were all born in Canada, 
and all of them were members of Plast and 
studied at Ukrainian school, all having 
graduated.”

Ms. Winnick noted: “I have not yet, 
unfortunately, been to Ukraine. But I plan 
on visiting because many Ukrainian fans 
have been asking me. If my filming sched-
ule for ‘Vikings’ in Dublin, Ireland, allows, I 
would like very much to visit Kyiv. I do not 
know my exact schedule, but I would also 
like to meet with Plast scouts.”

“Yesterday I flew from Ireland to 
Toronto to visit my parents, just for the day, 
and then I fly back tomorrow – right now 
we’re celebrating my father’s 70th birth-
day. He may be able to explain the 
Vinnitsky family’s role in the liberation of 
Ukraine,“ she told her interviewer.

Roman Winnicki: “My father, Katrusia’s 
grandfather, Volodymyr Vynnytsky, was a 
Sich Rifleman. In the army, he was very 
young. His father was born in 1902. When 
he signed up with the Sich Riflemen, he lied 
about his age, saying he was 18, when he 
was in fact 16. I can say that not only the 
Winnicki family had been active in many 
Ukrainian organizations, but also my wife’s 
side as well. After the war, my father was 
active in founding an organization for Sich 
Riflemen veterans, in which he had a high 
position.”

Ms. Winnick described her Plast experi-
ence from age 6 to 18, having been a mem-
ber of the Voloshky group as a cub scout 
and then the Kedry troop as a scout. She 
also worked as a counselor at camps for 
younger Plast members (“novatstvo”). She 
volunteered, leading weekly meetings, but 
had to step down after a year or two due to 
her busy schedule. She left Plast when she 
was 17 and actively concentrated on tae-
kwondo. “I wanted to fight with boys,” she 
noted.

Growing up in the Ukrainian community,  
she said, her Plast experience was the foun-
dation of her upbringing. Scouting, she 
said, prepared her with discipline and a 
regimen, such as morning exercise, and this 
helped her in her taekwondo training.

When asked about the situation in 
Ukraine, Ms. Winnick stated: “I think that 
Ukraine is living through a very difficult 
time. Very difficult, that Ukrainians are stick-
ing together, helping one another, fighting 
for freedom and democratic goals. It hurts 
me deeply, and I support Ukraine’s struggle. 
I believe that this will make Ukraine stron-
ger and all will end triumphantly.”

Winnick and Farmiga  
receive nominations  

for Critic’s Choice Awards

Actor Vera Farmiga was nominated 
for Best Actress in a Drama Series at the 
Critic’s Choice Award on May 31 in Los 
Angeles for her role as Norma Bates in 
the A&E series “Bates Motel.” 

Katheryn Winnick, who plays 
Legertha on the History channel series 
“Vikings,” was nominated for Best 
Supporting Actress in a Drama Series. 

The event was hosted by the Broadcast 
Television Journalists Association.

The “Vikings” series also was nomi-
nated for the “Most Bingeworthy” cate-
gory. “Bates Motel” was signed on to 
two more seasons (seasons four and 
five) and “Vikings” was renewed for a 
fourth season.

Katheryn Winnick
www.katheryn-winnick.com

(Continued on page 14)
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“Where the violin sings her song,
We but see a quivering string -
Thus we must accept afore long
Empty silence’s bitter sting.”

– anthem of UTOH (Ukrayinske Tovarystvo Hlukhykh, or 
Deaf of Ukraine), as translated by Adrian Bryttan

by Adrian Bryttan

NEW YORK – Ever turn over a moss-encrusted log in the 
woods? Ever peer at the hidden life underneath, teeming with 
varied skittering tiny beings, scrambling for their existence? 
Ever scrutinize this silent drama of ruthless predators, those 
fighting to escape… and the scavengers? Director Myroslav 
Slaboshpytskiy’s widely hailed and decorated 2014 film “The 
Tribe” presents a similar vision: the startling and savage 
ecosystem of a boarding school for deaf children in Ukraine.

The world of “The Tribe”

Viewing “The Tribe” draws us into an alternate dimen-
sion starting with the first scene, where the school hierar-
chy greets classes in sign language, while students cheer 
like students everywhere – only here it is in silence with a 
sea of waving arms. We perceive the intervals between peri-
ods punctuated not with a bell, but flashing lights. Yet time 
and again, we also note situations and emotions all can easi-
ly recognize – teachers dealing with cheeky pupils, cafeteria 
confrontations, furtive sex, schoolyard fights, bullies, gangs 
and shakedowns. These students seem to have little time 
for any reflection, or any deeper friendships or tenderness, 
only the will to power in a descent into savagery. The law of 
claw and fang.

Very quickly, the film turns terrifying. Institutional pros-
titution, robberies, assaults and other crimes lead ever 
deeper into the labyrinth of hopelessness, and finally mad-
ness and disaster, echoing Stanley Kubrick’s “Clockwork 
Orange” and William Golding’s dystopian novel “Lord of 
the Flies” about a degraded society of British boys stuck on 
an uninhabited island and headed for irreversible oblivion.

Much of the power of Mr. Slaboshpytskiy’s film is in the 
details. Graffiti-covered walls with peeling paint frame every 
interior shot. The cold efficiency of the two teenaged girls 
changing into their hooker dresses while jostling inside the 
dingy van is timed to the second for their arrival at the truck 
pitstops where clients await. Tender-aged scavengers are 
depicted as experienced Artful Dodgers, whether ransacking 
an apartment, or shaking a new student down to his last 
penny. Nothing is wasted by the “tribe.”

There is a scene in which two administrators (also 
mute), who arranged for an Italian visa for two young girl 
students, ceremoniously trot out the vodka bottle – just 
like some real-life administrators from that part of the 
world. As we recognize more and more tableaus that ring 
true, we begin to realize the full tragedy of what we are 
viewing – this is a film about a society that has regressed to 
a primitive state; it is about the desperation of people 
caught in a dysfunctional hell-hole. Who has not been dis-
turbed by the crumbling buildings, the disinterested appa-
ratchiks and other weasels, the quiet desperation of the 
long waiting lines, and the skinhead punks in Ukraine? 
Only this time they just happen to all be deaf… Our emo-
tional response is undeniable. And with this, the director 
has achieved his goal.

“Not about deafness, but human beings”

I had an opportunity to interview the director and his 
lead actress following their tour of The Ukrainian Museum 
in New York. Author/director Myroslav Slaboshpitskiy told 

me he wanted people to understand this is “not about deaf-
ness; it’s about human beings.” Not surprisingly, two of his 
admired directors are Lars von Trier and Todd Browning 
of “Freaks” cult fame. (“Freaks” was a pre-Hollywood Code 
shocker about the physically deformed “freaks” in a travel-
ing circus who turn out to be more humane than “normal” 
people.) He also mentioned Alfred Hitchcock, Martin 
Scorsese, F. W. Murnau, Fritz Lang, Larry Clark and Orson 
Welles on his director’s list. Mr. Slaboshpytskiy also point-
ed out deaf actress Marlee Maitlin’s Leading Actress Oscar-
winning performance in “Children of a Lesser God.”

In reply to a question about whether this film reflects 
reality, lead actress Yana Novikova said: “I think every school 
has problems. It won’t be any different just because students 
have hearing or are deaf.”

How did the director come up with the concept of a deaf 
society for his screenplay, with no spoken words, no subti-
tles – only sign language gestures? Mr. Slaboshpytskiy relat-
ed how he was intrigued with this world of silence and its 
residents ever since his student days, when he observed a 
special school for the deaf in his Kyiv neighborhood.

Production and filming

Mr. Slaboshpytskiy devoted six months to audition deaf 
actors drawn mostly from Ukraine, but also Belarus and 
Russia. Filming took another six long months, some of that 
time in a harsh winter and the beginnings of the Maidan. The 
director worked through interpreters, who not only parlayed 
his instructions but also ensured the actors stayed on script. 

For all the actors taking part in “The Tribe,” he said this 
was “a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity.” He related how his 
doll-faced leading lady Ms. Novikova comes from a poor 
family in Belarus, but has now been “living a Cinderella 
story, traveling worldwide to festivals, giving interviews, 
and now corresponds with many international movie stars 
she has met along the way.”

The 21-year-old Belarusian Ms. Novikova communicates 
by signing in Russian to a deaf interpreter, who then must 
sign to another interpreter to convert into English. She 
recalled: “Sometimes during filming we would have to stop 
because of the snow, and we’d have to wait for the weather 
to allow us to film. That affected the schedule. They gave us 
a place to stay so we had a place to relax after long days or 
nights of shooting. But we were working. If one person had 
a problem, we all stuck together. We had the same vision to 
have the best film possible, so we worked together to 
achieve that. We didn’t become best friends, but we were 
all working together toward the same goal.”

When I asked Ms. Novikova how the young actors react-
ed to the violent scenes in the film, she replied: “We knew it 
would have some violence… but when we read through 
sections of the script, we really didn’t know what would 
happen next, and there were a lot of different perspectives 
and opinions.”

The deaf in Ukrainian society

Mr. Slaboshpitskiy stated that he created his screenplay 
because he “felt it that way, nothing else.” He didn’t intend 
to “to elicit any reaction from the audience,” nor to raise 
awareness about the plight of the disabled (deaf) in soci-
ety. Yet an unsettling film like “The Tribe” cannot help but 
raise awareness and pose even larger questions about 
young people in their society.

I questioned him about the present-day outlook for the 
deaf throughout the land. Mr. Slaboshpytskiy mentioned 
the nationwide organization Deaf of Ukraine, which goes 
by the acronym UTOH (Ukrayinske Tovarystvo Hlukhykh), 
founded in 1933 to safeguard their legal rights and provide 
assistance in professional, cultural and social spheres. 

UTOH oversees such activities as production of clothing, 
textiles and other goods by the deaf and even sponsors 
beauty/culture contests for the young: Miss and Mister 
UTOH, Miss Elegance, Miss Grace, Mister Artistry, Miss 
Originality, Mister Intellect and others. Rayduha (Rainbow) 
is an acclaimed theater for the deaf in Kyiv that also tours 
internationally. One of their best-known recent produc-
tions is “Thumbelina,” an exuberant presentation filled 
with colorful dances, clowns, illusion and pantomime, all 
performed by the deaf.

Actress Ms. Novikova commented: “I think ‘The Tribe’ 
will help hearing people understand how we depend on 
facial expressions. It brings awareness to the hearing com-
munity that they too can understand what the emotions of 
deaf people are, by looking at their expressions. You don’t 
have to hear the words to understand what they’re feeling.” 

Her sister is half deaf herself and was very proud of 
Yana when she first saw the film, saying “Wow, you’re a 
professional actress. It looked like you had more experi-
ence acting even though it was only your first film.” The 
young actress’s parents have not seen the film yet but are 
aware she plays a prostitute and there are sex scenes. 
When the film received the awards at the Cannes Film 
Festival last year, it justified her decision. She said at the 
time: “It’s work… it’s art, it’s a film. I’m 19 years old, I’m an 
adult, I can make that decision.” 

Ukrainian support for cinema

A Garmata Film Production, “The Tribe” received finan-
cial support from the Hubert Bals Fund (Netherlands), the 
Rinat Akhmetov Foundation and the Ukrainian State Film 
Agency. Its production budget was $1 million.

When I asked about financing for Ukrainian cinema, Mr. 
Slaboshpytskiy contrasted the list of Forbes billionaires in 
Russia and in Ukraine. In Russia, Vladimir Yevtushenkov 
gives $10 million annually to their film industry, while alu-
minum king Oleg Deripaska and fellow magnate Alexander 
Mamut are both major donors to the biggest Russian film 
companies and media outlets they control. By contrast, 
there are no comparable supporters of cinema on the 
Ukrainian Forbes list. According to Mr. Slaboshpytskiy, this 
is because, at present, “Ukrainian individuals are just not 
interested enough to cultivate the necessary connections 
and spend money in that area of the arts.”

“The Tribe” has met with unprecedented international 
critical acclaim; it collected the most awards in the history 
of Ukrainian cinema, including prizes at film festivals in 
London, Milan, Warsaw, Denver and it swept the awards at 
Cannes including the Critics Week Grand Prize. A favorite 
in the local Ukrainian Oscar nomination race for 2014, 
“The Tribe” lost to Oles Sanin’s “The Guide,” though not 
without some controversy.

“Luxembourg”

Mr. Slaboshpytskiy revealed that shooting for his next 
film “Luxembourg” will begin on December 15. It will be a 
French, German, Norwegian, Ukrainian co-production about 
the current contamination zone around Chornobyl, and, 
similarly to “The Tribe,” it will be a work of fiction, not a doc-
umentary. The title refers to the 1,000-square-mile devastat-
ed “exclusion zone” surrounding Chornobyl – exactly the 
same area as the entire state of Luxembourg. 

*  *  *
“The Tribe” is playing from June 17 through June 30 at the 

Film Forum, 209 W. Houston St., New York, 212-727-8110.

The director of “The Tribe,” Myroslav Slaboshpitskiy.

Adrian Bryttan

Leading actress Yana Novikova is flanked by her two interpreters, Leana Jelen (left) and Maleni Chaitoo.

The making of “The Tribe”
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Ukraine, amid escalating fighting. Russian 
Foreign Affairs Minister Sergei Lavrov said 
afterwards that the four agreed to “not 
allow a breakdown” of a peace deal reached 
in February. “There is a sense that there are 
powers who would like to destroy this pro-
cess,” Mr. Lavrov told reporters in Paris. “I 
won’t name them. But such forces exist. 
Many for different reasons prefer military, 
security scenarios; many do not want the 
situation to calm down, but to the contrary 
they want it to worsen. Today all four minis-
ters firmly spoke out against such efforts.” 
He and German Foreign Affairs Minister 
Frank-Walter Steinmeier complained of 
routine violations of a ceasefire agreed in 
the February deal, negotiated by Germany 
and France. The quartet of foreign ministers 
called for a quick de-escalation of hostilities 
to allow progress on longer-term aspects of 
the peace deal. Those include an array of 
political, security, humanitarian and eco-
nomic questions such as the contentious 
issue of autonomy for the rebel regions. 
(RFE/RL, based on reporting by the 
Associated Press, Reuters and Agence 
France-Presse)

Yanukovych accepts some responsibility

PRAGUE – Ukraine’s former President 
Viktor Yanukovych has said that he accepts 
some responsibility for the killings that led 
to his fall in February 2014. “I don’t deny 
my responsibility,” he told “BBC Newsnight” 
on June 22, when asked about the shooting 
of demonstrators in Kyiv’s Independence 
Square. He never ordered the security forc-
es to open fire, he said, but admitted he had 
not done enough to prevent bloodshed. “I 
did not give any orders [to use firearms]. 
That was not my authority... I was against 
any use of force, let alone the use of fire-
arms. I was against bloodshed. “But the 
members of the security forces fulfilled 
their duties according to existing laws. 
They had the right to use weapons,” he said. 
More than 100 protesters died in the clash-
es on Kyiv’s central square, where huge 

crowds had confronted police for months. 
Mr. Yanukovych called the war a “night-
mare” that became a reality. Russia’s annex-
ation of Crimea was a “tragedy,” which 
would not have happened on his watch, he 
said. “What happened there was very bad. 
And we need, today, to find a way out of this 
situation. ... Now there is war. They talk 
about getting Crimea back. How? By war? 
Do we need another war?” Mr. Yanukovych 
denied allegations that he had embezzled 
funds from the Ukrainian state and was 
hiding money in foreign bank accounts. His 
opulent residence outside Kyiv, thrown 
open to public gaze by protesters after he 
fled, did not belong to him personally, he 
claimed. Receipts detailing millions of dol-
lars spent on the complex were, he said, 
“political technology” and spin. “Yes, there 
was corruption; no one denies that. But a 
year and a half has passed. Those in power 
have all the means at their disposal. Show 
us, where are the bank accounts of 
Yanukovych? They don’t exist and never 
have,” Mr. Yanukovych said. Interpol placed 
him on a wanted list in January, as 
Ukrainian officials accused him of embez-
zling millions of dollars. He said Russian 
President Vladimir Putin saved his life by 
ordering special forces to bring him to 
Russia. “The fact that Vladimir Putin took 
that decision, on the recommendation of 
his own special forces, that was his right 
and his business. He did not consult me. I 
am, of course, grateful to him for giving the 
order and helping my security [staff] to get 
me out, and save my life,” he said, adding 
that he believed his life was still in danger. 
He said he still hoped one day to be able to 
return to Ukraine. (RFE/RL, with reporting 
by Agence France-Presse)

Yanukovych defends his ostriches 

PRAGUE – Former Ukrainian President 
Viktor Yanukovych has granted his first 
extended interview to Western media since 
eastern Ukraine erupted in conflict after he 
fled into exile last year. But in the midst of 
his sit-down with “BBC Newsnight,” after 
accepting some responsibility for the 
Maidan deaths that led to his downfall in 
February 2014 – “Of course, among others, 

I am to blame as well” – it happened. He laid 
an egg that did not go unnoticed. 
Interviewer Gabriel Gatehouse had asked 
Mr. Yanukovych about the luxurious resi-
dence at Mezhyhiria, outside Kyiv, that 
became a symbol of excess and alleged 
financial abuses. Mr. Yanukovych responded 
by saying there was only one house on the 
property that belonged to him; everything 
else belongs to the Ukrainian state. Mr. 
Gatehouse pressed him about the “zoo” of 
exotic animals, including ostriches, at the 
former residence. In an attempt to extricate 
himself, Mr. Yanukovych countered: “What’s 
wrong with supporting...? That I supported 
the ostriches, what’s wrong with that?” 
They just lived there, he added. “Yes, what 
am I supposed to do, go around with my 
eyes closed?” That bit made the interviewer 
chuckle. It also marked the start of a flood 
of wild reactions on Twitter. Soon enough, 
the Internet did one of the things that it 
arguably does best, and the memes started 
rolling in. “Look how he was supporting us,” 
an ostrich says in one illustration. 
Merchandise depicting ostriches has begun 
to appear; “We are simply living here” one 
T-shirt reads. (Deana Kjuka/RFE/RL)

Defense bill allots funds for Ukraine

WASHINGTON – The U.S. Senate on June 
18 passed, over White House objections, a 
$612 billion defense policy bill that calls for 
arming Ukraine, prevents another round of 
military base closures, and makes it harder 
for President Barack Obama to close the 
prison for terrorism suspects at 
Guantanamo Bay, Cuba. The Senate voted 
71-25 to approve the bill, which Mr. Obama 
has threatened to veto. The bill now must 
be reconciled with the version passed by 
the House of Representatives. Democrats 
have objected to the way the National 
Defense Authorization Act avoids congres-
sionally mandated spending caps by pour-
ing extra money into a war-fighting fund 
that is not subject to the caps. Top Senate 
Democrats wrote their Republican counter-
parts ahead of the June 18 vote, urging the 
two parties to enter negotiations to end the 
across-the-board budget caps known as 
sequestration. Mr. Obama and Democrats 
argue that any move to lift sequestration on 
the defense side should be met with similar 
action on domestic, nonmilitary spending. 
The measure allots $300 million worth of 
military aide to Ukraine, including radars 
and anti-tank weapons. But it also makes it 
harder for Mr. Obama to make good on his 

long-term pledge to close Guantanamo. 
(RFE/RL, based on reporting by Agence 
France-Presse and the Associated Press) 

Effort to counter nuclear smuggling 

KYIV – U.S. and Ukrainian officials met 
on June 24 in Kyiv to discuss progress on a 
bilateral agreement to strengthen Ukraine’s 
ability to prevent, detect, and respond to 
nuclear and radiological smuggling. The 
day-long meeting, led on the U.S. side by 
Deputy Assistant Secretary of State for 
Nonproliferation Programs Simon Limage 
and on the Ukrainian side by First Deputy 
Head of the State Border Guard Service 
Vasyl Servatiuk, focused on the countries’ 
joint efforts to implement the counter 
nuclear smuggling joint action plan signed 
by Ukraine and the U.S. in January 2006. 
The action plan includes efforts to secure 
nuclear and radiological materials in 
Ukraine, strengthen the regulatory and 
legal infrastructures that control their use, 
improve security at Ukraine’s borders, and 
enhance Ukraine’s capacity to investigate 
and prosecute nuclear smuggling cases. 
Recognizing the importance of a coordinat-
ed, whole-of-government approach to 
countering nuclear smuggling, meeting 
participants included representatives from 
several Ukrainian ministries and corre-
sponding U.S. government agencies. The 
Ukrainian delegation underscored the 
importance of broadening and deepening 
cooperation with the U.S. in this area given 
Russia’s occupation of Crimea and its con-
tinued aggression in eastern Ukraine. The 
delegations exchanged views on the cur-
rent threat of nuclear smuggling in the 
region and identified areas in which the 
two governments might work together 
more closely. Given international seizures 
of weapon-usable nuclear material, which 
suggest that additional materials could be 
available in illegal circulation, the delega-
tions noted the importance of continued 
vigilance to ensure these dangerous mate-
rials do not fall into the hands of terrorists 
or other criminals who might use them for 
malicious purposes. (U.S. Embassy Kyiv)

30th convoy illegally crosses border

KYIV – Russia’s 30th truck convoy sup-
posedly carrying humanitarian aid to the 
residents of war-torn Donbas on June 18 
crossed into Ukraine. Having crossed the 
Ukrainian border, the convoy of more than 
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Ms. Winnick has spoken Ukrainian on 
U.S. talk shows, and many of these clips 
have become very popular in Ukraine. She 
added that her pride in her Ukrainian heri-
tage makes her stand out in Hollywood.

She has met Vera Farmiga, the Ukrainian 
American actress who stars in the A&E 

series “Bates Motel.” Ms. Winnick noted 
that they had briefly met in New York dur-
ing a press conference.

Of the “Vikings” series, Ms. Winnick stat-
ed: “I am very happy to be a part of the 
series. My heroine role is close to my spirit. 
The person in charge of the casting is very 
good at what they do, having found some 
great actors. The role of the warrior-wife 
really matched my view on life.  This is, for 
sure, my favorite role that I have had the 
opportunity to portray.”

(Continued from page 12)

Winnick...

Katheryn Winnick co-stars as Lagertha on the History channel series “Vikings.”
www.katheryn-winnick.com
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100 trucks split into two columns – one 
headed to Luhansk and the other one to 
Donetsk. The Russian Emergencies 
Ministry again announced that the trucks 
will bring food, medicine and other essen-
tial items to the residents of east Ukraine’s 
occupied regions. It is not known what is 
actually inside the vehicles because Russia 
does not allow inspections to be performed 
by Ukrainian border guards, members of 
the Organization for Security and 
Cooperation in Europe or International Red 
Cross workers. Ukrainian security officials 
insist that the trucks are largely used to 
supply militant forces with weapons. 
(Ukraine Today)

OSCE mission’s mandate extended

VIENNA – The mandate of the Observer 
Mission of the Organization for Security 
and Cooperation in Europe (OSCE) at the 
Russian checkpoints Gukovo and Donetsk 
has been extended by three months to 
September 30, following a consensus deci-
sion taken by all 57 OSCE participating 
states on June 18. The mission has been on 
the ground since July 29, 2014; it is tasked 
with monitoring and reporting on the situ-
ation including movements across the 
Russian-Ukrainian border at the Russian 
checkpoints at Gukovo and Donetsk. The 

mission is currently comprised of 20 civil-
ian observers, who operate 24/7 in teams. 
The chief of the Observer Mission, Paul 
Picard, will continue to provide regular 
reports through the Chairmanship to the 
Permanent Council. (OSCE)

Putin slams NGO warning on Crimea 

MOSCOW – Russian President Vladimir 
Putin has accused an embattled consumer 
rights group that has cautioned Russians 
against traveling to Crimea of “serving the 
interests of foreign states.” Mr. Putin was 
speaking on June 23 at a session of Russia’s 
Public Chamber, a Kremlin advisory body, a 
day after Russia’s state media watchdog 
announced that it had blocked the website 
of the Society for the Protection of 
Consumer Rights. The Procurator General’s 
Office, meanwhile, has launched a probe 
against the non-governmental organization, 
which is not on the Justice Ministry’s list of 
foreign agents. The group published a 
notice last week warning Russians of poten-
tial problems if they travel to the “occupied 
territory” of Crimea, which it said is still a 
part of Ukraine according to international 
agreements. The group’s chairman, Mikhail 
Anshakov, said the memo was released fol-
lowing multiple complaints from Russians 
unable to get a Schengen visa after travel-
ling to the Black Sea peninsula, which 
Russia annexed in March 2014. (RFE/RL, 
based on reporting by Agence France-
Presse and the Associated Press) 

(Continued from page 14)
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Oksana Matla 
(née Dymicky) 

Oksana Matla passed away on June 5, 
2015 in Philadelphia, PA with her family 
by her side. Oksana fought an extended battle with pancreatic cancer, 
which she faced with her characteristic strength and resolve.  She was 
64 years old.

Oksana was born on October 20, 1950 in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 
to Olga and Michael Dymicky of Ukraine.  Oksana attended Little 
Flower High School, Ukrainian School in Philadelphia, was an active 
member of Plast and attended Temple University.  Oksana married 
Zenon Matla (†2001) in 1970 and they had three daughters.  

Oksana is survived by her sister, Lida Pakula, her daughters, Alexandra 
Zampetti (Claudio Zampetti), Natalie Bassinski (Charles Bassinski), 
Andrea Sumrall (Matthew Sumrall), and her 5 grandchildren, Maya 
Zampetti, Luca Zampetti, Eva Matla, Zen Bassinski and Lina Sumrall.

Oksana considered her family to be most important;  however, her 
work as a nurse at Pennsylvania Hospital for the last 23 years was 
where she made many unparalleled contributions.  Oksana began 
her career as an RN but eventually became manager of an entire � oor 
(orthopedics and neurology), overseeing many successful hospital 
projects.  Oksana received countless awards and recognition for her 
leadership at Pennsylvania Hospital, a place where her legacy will live 
on.

The family requests that in lieu of � owers, donations in Oksana’s 
memory may be o� ered to St Judes Children’s Hospital (https://www.
stjude.org) or The US-Ukraine Foundation (http://usukraine.org/
donate.shtml)

св. п.

Роман А. Савицький
відомий музикознавець, автор, 

піаніст, викладач, дослідник музики, 
народжений 9 березня 1938 року в Україні.

До США прибув у 1949 році, проживав у Філядельфії, Па, а від 1963 
року в Кренфорді, Н. Дж.

Парастас відбудеться в п’ятницю, 26 червня 2015 року, о год. 8-ій 
вечора в похоронному заведенні Литвин і Литвин в Юніоні, Н. Дж.

Похоронні відправи відбудуться в суботу, 27 червня, в Українській 
католицькій церкві св. Івана Хрестителя в Нюарку, Н. Дж., а відтак на 
цвинтарі  St. Gertrude в Колонії, Н. Дж.

У смутку залишилися:
дружина  - Марта
син  - Роман з дружиною Odalys
донька  - Міка
четверо внуків
ближча і дальша родина.

Вічна Йому пам’ять!
Замість квітів пожертви можна складати на:

Ukrainian Catholic Education Foundation
2247 West Chicago Ave., Chicago, IL 60622

Ukrainian Music Magazine
LVIV, Ukraine

Ділимося сумною вісткою, що в суботу, 
20 червня 2015 року, відійшов у вічність 

найдорожчий Чоловік і Батько

by Rikard Jozwiak 
RFE/RL

BRUSSELS – The European Union aims to 
counter Russian propaganda by boosting 
support for independent media in Eastern 
Neighborhood countries and increasing 
awareness of “disinformation activities by 
external actors,” according to a strategic com-
munications action plan seen by RFE/RL.

The document, drafted by the EU’s diplo-
matic corps, the European External Action 
Service, also calls for a more muscular push 
to persuade people in nations such as 
Ukraine, Georgia and Moldova that reforms 
backed by the EU can improve their lives 
over time.

It was prepared ahead of a June 25-26 EU 
summit in an effort to find a unified strategy 
to counter propaganda that has washed over 
nations east of the EU and EU member states 
themselves, through tools such as state-fund-
ed RT television, as tensions have mounted 
over Russia’s interference in Ukraine.

The chief instrument of the strategy is 
an EU communications unit called the East 
StratCom Team, which was launched in 
April but will be made permanent this 
autumn and will support EU delegations in 
the six Eastern Neighborhood countries – 
which also include Armenia, Azerbaijan 
and Belarus – as well as in Russia itself.

The action plan has three main objec-
tives: “Effective communication and pro-
motion of EU policies and values towards 
the Eastern Neighborhood”; the “strength-
ening of the overall media environment 
including support for independent media,” 
as well as increased public awareness of 
disinformation activities by external actors; 
and an improved EU capacity to anticipate 
and respond to such activities.

The document states that communica-
tion towards the East should “first and fore-
most focus on the development of positive 
and effective messages regarding EU poli-
cies towards the region.”

Brussels needs to spread the message 
that reforms promoted by the European 

Union “can, over time, have a positive impact 
on their daily lives,” the action plan says. It 
underscores that the strategy should high-
light the benefits, not the bureaucracy, focus-
ing on clearly explaining the positive effects 
of EU programs and policies rather than 
going into details about the policies.

The action plan also calls for the 
28-nation EU to more actively promote 
freedom of the media in the Eastern 
Neighborhood region, mainly in concert 
with the Organization for Security and 
Cooperation in Europe (OSCE) and the 
Council of Europe. Proposals include tar-
geted training and “capacity building” for 
journalists and media outlets in the region. 
Brussels will also “consider how best it can 
support training for journalists experienc-
ing conflict situations, to better enable 
them to report on issues of relevance to 
local populations.”

Several potential responses to Russian 
propaganda have been discussed among 
EU member states, including an initiative 
led by nations such as Denmark and Latvia 
to create a Russian-language TV channel.

The action plan does not mention the 
creation of new media outlets in Russian, 
but it notes that a “number of member 
states are already increasing their support 
for broadcasting in the Russian language to 
cater to national minorities. In the mean-
time the EU will continue its support at the 
local level for independent media, including 
Russian language media, to ensure that citi-
zens have access to alternative sources of 
information in their local language.”

It also states that “the EU will ensure 
that communication materials and prod-
ucts are available in local languages, nota-
bly in Russian.”

Copyright 2015, RFE/RL Inc. Reprinted 
with the permission of Radio Free Europe/
Radio Liberty, 1201 Connecticut Ave. NW, 
Washington DC 20036; www.rferl.org (see 
http://www.rferl.org/content/european-
union-russia-propoganda-georgia-moldo-
va-/27091155.html).

EU plans to step up fight 
against Russian propaganda
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Ukrainian American Heritage Foundation of Boston curtails its activities
by Peter T. Woloschuk

BOSTON – After extensive consultations 
early this spring, the executive officers and 
the board of directors of the Ukrainian 
American Heritage Foundation of Boston, 
acting in accordance with its charter and 
by-laws, voted to curtail the 95-year-old 
organization’s activities and to distribute 
the bulk of its assets between the two 
Ukrainian churches in the city. 

The move came after a multi-year effort 
by most of greater Boston’s Ukrainian 
American cultural, educational, social and 
youth organizations to develop a center 
that could serve the entire community as a 
focal point for the myriad activities that 
occur during the year. Although a building 
and land had been bought in Dedham, 
Mass., an immediate suburb of Boston, and 
plans for a center were drawn up, enthusi-
asm and serious support never material-
ized and the site was sold at a loss.

As a result, at the joint pascal meal 
(Sviachene) of Christ the King Ukrainian 
Catholic Parish and St. Andrew Ukrainian 
Orthodox Parish of Boston which was held 
on Sunday, April 26, Walter Boyko, presi-
dent of the Ukrainian American Heritage 
Foundation (UAHF) presented the Very Rev. 
Roman Tarnavsky, pastor of St. Andrew’s, 
with a check for $125,000 for his parish. 

Immediately after the presentation of 
the check, Metropolitan Antony of the 
Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the U.S.A. 
unveiled and dedicated a plaque honoring 
the members of the UAHF and its predeces-
sor, the Ukrainian American Educational 
Citizens’ Club of Mattapan, for their many 
years of service to the greater Boston 
Ukrainian American community in general 
and to St. Andrew’s Parish in particular. 

Metropolitan Antony had been in 
Woonsocket, R.I., on Saturday, April 25, for 
the rededication of St. Michael Ukrainian 
Orthodox Church, which had almost been 
destroyed in a fire the previous year, and 
had come to Boston to participate in the 
Sviachene. 

On the following Sunday, May 3, Mr. Boyko 
presented the Very Rev. Doctor Yaroslav 
Nalysnyk, pastor of Christ the King, with a 
check, also for $125,000, for his parish. The 
presentation was made during the course of 
a banquet honoring Father Nalysnyk on the 
occasion of the 25th anniversary of his ordi-
nation and followed the celebration of a pon-
tifical divine liturgy by Bishop Paul 
Chomnycky, eparch of Stamford, Conn.

Mr. Boyko made similar remarks at both 
presentations and stressed the fact that 
these donations were in keeping with the 
long and proud tradition of service to the 
Ukrainian American community of greater 
Boston that the Ukrainian American 
Heritage Foundation and its predecessor 
had developed over 95 years.

Although neither parish has announced 
how it intends to use its gift, each has indi-

cated that the money will go toward capital 
improvements and various restoration 
projects, which are badly needed after the 
brutal winter that Boston experienced this 
past year. 

The Ukrainian American Educational 
Citizens’ Club was founded in 1920 by 
Wasyl Chepyha, Fred Kostecki, Joseph 
Swidzinski, Steven Suchecki, Stanley 
Fedirka and Michael Melnyk in Mattapan 
which, at the time, was an almost rural sec-
tion of Boston where many Ukrainians 
were beginning to settle. Their decision 
was astute, because within a short time 
more than 700 Ukrainian families had set-
tled in the area. At the time of their settle-
ment there were no Ukrainian organiza-
tions in the area and the only alternative for 
these Ukrainians was the Ukrainian church 
located in the center of the city and more 
than an hour and a half away by public 
transportation at the time.

The purpose of the club was to serve the 
needs of the entire community. It was to 
foster Ukrainian culture and dance; teach 
English to the newly arrived Ukrainian 
immigrants from Europe and help them 
become citizens; teach Ukrainian to their 
children, both those born in Ukraine and 
those born in the United States; and main-
tain a library of Ukrainian and American 
books and literature so that they could easi-
ly assimilate into their adopted country.

Within a few months, the founding mem-
bers purchased a large plot of land on 
Cummins Highway, which was one of the 
main thoroughfares in Mattapan, and then 
dug and laid the foundation themselves by 
hand. They then constructed a basement 
and an upper hall with a stage and a num-
ber of rooms in the back, and finally laid out 
a parking lot. At first, the hall was called the 
Ukrainian Home, but over time it also came 
to be known as Oakland Hall to the non-
Ukrainians in the area who also used it. 

Many Ukrainian families in Mattapan 
built their homes the same way. They 
bought plots of land and on Friday nights 
came out from the center of the city, where 
most Ukrainians lived, and then camped 
out until Sunday late in the day while they 
painstakingly dug their foundations and 
laboriously built up their houses. Future 
neighbors helped each other, and there 
were times that as many as 20 to 30 people 
would be working on one site.

The goal of the founding members was to 
provide a place for the local Ukrainians to 
come together to socialize; to celebrate the 
various holidays and holy days; to hold din-
ners and special programs; to maintain a 
Ukrainian school where culture, history and 
language would be taught to children, grand-
children and great-grandchildren; and in 
general, to see to it that their rich Ukrainian 
heritage and traditions were passed on. 

In the mid to late 1930s the school flour-
ished and had more than several hundred 
students. Vasyl Avramenko came and 

taught Ukrainian folk dance, and in the 
early 1940s there was an all-male chorus, 
the Kobzars, that made several recordings 
and was the only chorus chosen to sing at 
the Boston mayor’s inaugural in 1950.

Over the years the Ukrainian Home 
played host to literally hundreds of dinners, 
dances, literary plays, bridal showers, birth-
day and christening parties, wedding and 
funeral receptions. The famous “Uke Line” 
of the Boston Bruins – composed of Johnny 
Bucyk (The Chief), Bronco Horvath and Vic 
Stasiuk – visited several times and even dis-
tributed signed hockey pucks and sticks.

The Ukrainian Home also developed a 
reputation for all of the political rallies that 
were held there, and for a good number of 
years it was expected that the major candi-
dates for Boston City Council, mayor, as 
well as governor of the commonwealth of 
Massachusetts would make appearances 
there. Several members of the Kennedy 
family appeared in the early years of the 
clan’s rise to power.

After World War II there was a great dis-
persion of the Ukrainian community in 
Boston, and many Ukrainian Americans 
moved further out to the suburbs. Fewer 
and fewer Ukrainians lived in Mattapan, 
and the number coming to functions at the 
hall began to drop slightly. However, it was 
at this time that the post-World War II 
immigration made its appearance in 
Boston, and many of the new settlers took 
up membership in the Ukrainian Home.

In the late 1960s a new men’s chorus 
was formed, boasting some 30 members. 
The chorus gave regular concerts not only 
at the hall but throughout greater Boston. 
At the same time, great emphasis was put 
on attracting and keeping the youth of the 
post-war generation. Regular dances were 
held and some of the best Ukrainian bands 
in North America, including Syny Stepiv 
and Vodohrai, came to perform. Between 
500 and 600 young people would regularly 
turn out for these events.

Throughout the 1970s the ethnic com-
position of Mattapan rapidly changed. 
Membership dwindled, and fewer and 
fewer functions were held at the Ukrainian 
Home. Finally, in 1984, the Ukrainian Home 
was sold and was converted into an 
Abyssinian Orthodox Church.

For almost three years the Ukrainian 
American Educational Citizens’ Club held 
occasional functions in St. Andrew Ukrainian 
Orthodox Church hall and then in 1987 it 
purchased a home in Needham, Mass., a sub-
urb west of Boston. The building was suit-
able for members’ meetings and small gath-
erings, but was not a function hall and could 
not serve the wider Ukrainian American 
community. The building was sold in 1992.

For the next eight years the club again 
resorted to holding its meetings and occa-
sional functions in St. Andrew’s hall. Finally, 

in 2000 the membership and board of 
directors voted to form a new non-profit, 
the Ukrainian American Heritage 
Foundation Inc. of Boston.

As in 1920, the membership wanted the 
new non-profit to continue to support the 
advancement of the Ukrainian heritage in 
the greater Boston area and stipulated that 
its mission was to support, financially and 
morally, cultural activities for youth of 
Ukrainian descent and to administer sti-
pends in connection with these programs; 
to support Ukrainian American heritage 
studies; to grant scholarship assistance to 
worthy college students of Ukrainian 
American descent; to allocate grants and 
donations to charitable organizations that 
promote Ukrainian culture and/or educa-
tional activities; in general, to foster such 
cultural, educational and artistic endeavors 
that contribute to an appreciation of 
Ukrainian heritage among the public at 
large, as well as among Americans of 
Ukrainian descent; and, finally, to provide 
moral, and when possible, financial support 
to the country of Ukraine and its popula-
tion for such charitable needs as the vic-
tims of the nuclear disaster in Chornobyl, 
the refugees from Donetsk and Luhansk, 
the wounded soldiers from the fighting in 
Ukraine’s east, children’s hospitals, 
orphans and needy students.

The membership also saw the need for a 
new center for the greater Boston Ukrainian 
community to act as a hub and magnet. It 
partnered with a number of other Ukrainian 
American organizations in an effort to make 
that vision a reality, but after 15 years had 
not achieved that goal. At the same time, the 
membership realized that the younger gen-
erations of Ukrainian Americans in greater 
Boston, including the more than 70 who 
had received scholarships, were not particu-
larly interested in joining the Ukrainian 
American Heritage Foundation and the 
same proved true for the new young people 
coming from Ukraine. 

After looking at all of the variables, it 
was decided to use the bulk of the founda-
tion’s assets to support the two Ukrainian 
institutions in Boston that have a mission 
similar to its own. 

And, although this action is a great help 
to the two Ukrainian churches in Boston, 
observers say it is unfortunately still a trag-
edy for the Ukrainian American community 
of the region, which now numbers more 
than 80,000 people and really does need a 
world-class facility where it could show-
case Ukrainian culture and arts; where it 
could preserve and hand down Ukrainian 
language and traditions to coming genera-
tions; and where it could interface with 
non-Ukrainian power brokers, community 
leaders and politicians not only for the ben-
efit of the local and national communities 
but for the benefit of Ukraine itself.

The Rev. Dr. Yaroslav Nalysnyk, pastor of Christ the King Ukrainian Catholic 
Church in Boston, receives a check from Walter Boyko, president of the Ukrainian 

American Heritage Foundation of Boston, for $125,000 for the parish.

Vsevolod Petriv

 Jane Yavarow, president, and the Very Rev. Roman Tarnavsky, pastor, of St. Andrew 
Ukrainian Orthodox Church in Boston, receive a check for $125,000 from Walter 

Boyko, president of the Ukrainian American Heritage Foundation of Boston.
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Ukraine wins 35 medals at Baku 2015 European Games
PARSIPPANY, N.J. – Ukraine is in 11th 

place in the medals standings with 35 med-
als (six gold, 11 silver and 18 bronze) at the 
Baku 2015 European Games on June 12-28. 
Ukraine’s team is represented by 241 ath-
letes, among the 6,000 competitors repre-
senting 50 participating countries in 20 
sports disciplines. Twelve of the sports – 
archery, athletics, boxing, cycling, judo, 
shooting, swimming, table tennis, taekwon-
do, triathlon, volleyball and wresting – will 
offer qualification for the Rio 2016 Olympic 
Games.  

Alina Stadnik Makhynia (69 kg) won 
gold in women’s freestyle wrestling against 
Ilana Kratysh of Israel 3-1, and Tetyana 
Lavrenchuk (58 kg) and Yuliia Tkach (63 
kg) won silver medals. Dimitriy Timchenko 
(98 kg) and Zhan Beleniuk (85 kg) won sil-
ver medals and Dmytro Pyshkov (75 kg) 
won bronze in Greco-Roman wrestling; 
Valerii Andriitsev (97 kg) and Vasyl 
Shuptar (61 kg) won bronze medals in 
men’s freestyle wrestling.  

Hanna Solovei won silver in women’s 
cycling (33:03.37 seconds) in the women’s 
individual time trial; Andriy Grivko won sil-
ver in the men’s road race, finishing with a 
time of 5:27.25 seconds.

In artistic gymnastics, Oleg Verniaiev 

won gold in the men’s individual all-around 
competition (90.332 points: floor, 14.533; 
rings, 14.9; parallel bars, 14.933; pommel 
horse, 15.9; vault, 15.3; and horizontal bar, 
14.766) and gold in men’s individual vault 
(15.266 points). In team competition, 
Verniaiev, Igor Radivilov and Mykyta 
Yermak won silver (177.429 points). 

In rhythmic gymnastics, Ukraine’s wom-
en’s team (Yevgenia Gomon, Anastaiya 
Voznyak, Olena Dmytrash, Oleksandra 
Griasova and Valeriaa Gudym) won silver 
in the group ribbon, and bronze in the 
group hoop and clubs events. Ganna 
Rizatdinova won two silver medals – in the 
individual clubs and individual ball events. 

In synchronized swimming pairs, 
Yelyzaveta Yakhno and Yana Nariezhna 
won bronze medals (161.65 points), and in 
the team event, Ukraine’s (Nariezhna, 
Yakhno, Veronika Gryshko, Valeriia 
Aprieleva, Valeriya Berezhna, Alina 
Shynkarenko, Kateryna Tkachova and 
Anna Yesipova) won bronze (159.086 
points). In the free combination team 
event, Ukraine (Aprileva, Gryshko, 
Shynkarenko,  Yakhno,  Tkachova, 
Narieshna, Yesipova and Berezhna) won 
bronze with a final score of 86.8667 points.  

Mariya Povkh and Anastasiia Todorova 

won bronze in the women’s kayak double 
200-meter final (37.719 seconds); 
Ukraine’s four-person kayak 500-meter 
team (Mariia Kichasova, Todorova, Povkh 
and Inna Hryshchun) finished in sixth 
place.

Ukraine’s mixed archery team (Lidiia 
Sichenikova and Heorhiy Ivanytskyy) won 
5-1 in the bronze medal match against 
S l oven ia ;  Uk ra in e ’ s  m en’ s  tea m 
(Ivanytskyy, Markiyan Ivashko and Victor 
Ruban) won gold after winning 5-4 against 
Spain in the final that went to a shootout 
round; Ukraine won 5-4 against Russia to 
win the bronze medal in women’s team 
competition (Sichenikova, Anastasia 
Pavlova and Veronika Marchenko).

Swimmer Andrii Khlopstov won gold in 
men’s 50-meter butterfly (23.90 seconds) 
and Maryna Kolesnykova won bronze in 
the women’s 200-meter breaststroke 
(2:11.91 seconds). 

In diving, Marharita Dzhusova and 
Diana Shelestyuk won bronze in women’s 
three-meter synchronized springboard 
(264.87 points); Shelestyuk won bronze in 
women’s one-meter springboard (388.45 
points). 

In table tennis, Ukraine’s Lei Kou won 
bronze in men’s singles after winning 4-2 

against Paul Drinkhall of Great Britain in 
the bronze medal match (5-11, 11-7, 11-7, 
11-5, 5-11, 22-20).

Ukraine’s boxers – Dmytro Zamotayev 
(46-49 kg, light flyweight), Oleksandr 
Khyzhniak (81 kg, light heavyweight) and 
Viktor Petrov (64 kg, light welterweight) – 
won bronze medals.

Olena Sayko (64 kg) won silver in wom-
en’s sambo after losing 2-0 against Tatsiana 
Matsko of Belarus in the final; Razmik 
Tonoyan (+100 kg) lost 2-0 against Vasif 
Safarbayov of Azerbaijan in the semifinal 
and tied for bronze with Yury Rybak of 
Belarus. Judoka Maryna Cherniak (48 kg) 
tied for a bronze medal against Eva 
Czernoviczki of Hungary.

Fencer Andriy Yagodka won gold in the 
men’s individual saber event after winning 
15-10 in the final against Tiberiu 
Dolniceanu of Romania.

The European Games in Baku has drawn 
the criticism of human rights observers 
after political opponents were jailed and 
foreign journalists critical of the games 
were barred from entering Azerbaijan. 

As of press time, there were three days 
left of the competition. The report on the 
final days will appear in the next 
Sportsline.

Group, a firm launched by former FBI Director Louis Freeh 
and hired by Mr. Kliuyev. 

The former FBI investigators determined that there was 
insufficient evidence to charge Mr. Kliuyev with a crime. Yet 
Mr. Kliuyev’s critics in Parliament said it was the firm’s 
investigators who didn’t have enough evidence and back-
ground in Ukrainian politics to reach their findings.

 The parliamentary committee meeting had heated 
exchanges, reported the theinsider.ua news site, including 
more accusations of national deputies taking bribes.

Just two weeks earlier, National Deputy Oleh Liashko had 
claimed in the Rada that Mr. Kliuyev had offered him $50 mil-
lion to ensure that his parliamentary faction would refrain 
from voting to strip him of a deputy’s political immunity.

Among those believed to have been bought off by Mr. 
Kliuyev, as reported by theinsider.ua, was the Rules 
Committee’s acting chair, Pavlo Pynzenyk of the People’s 
Front party, who resisted repeated efforts to make strip-
ping Mr. Kliuyev’s immunity possible. 

At the May 29 committee meeting, Mr. Pynzenyk tried to 
appeal to both sides, approving the procurator general’s 
request to strip Mr. Kliuyev of his immunity yet citing a lack 
of evidence that would legitimize the request. 

That didn’t appease Mr. Kliuyev’s enemies, led by Messrs. 
Liashko and Sobolyev, as well as Rada First Vice-Chair 
Andrii Parubii, who forced a new meeting the next week.

 At the same time, Ukrainian law enforcement authori-
ties floated numerous possible criminal charges against Mr. 
Kliuyev in the press. Among the most ominous was his pos-
sible role in the murder of Oleh Kalashnikov, the Party of 
Regions national deputy killed in mid-April.

Mr. Kalashnikov complained to those close to him that 
he was owed large sums of money by Mr. Kliuyev and 
Serhii Lyovochkin – the former Presidential Administration 
head – for organizing protests for the Party of Regions, 
Internal Affairs Minister Arsen Avakov, who called both 
politicians in for questioning in relation to the murder, 
revealed on May 28.

The Rules Committee, meanwhile, on June 2 mustered 
six out of nine votes to put Mr. Kliuyev’s immunity up for a 
vote in the session hall, which got the support of 287 depu-
ties the next day. Parliament also voted to remove the polit-
ical immunity of National Deputy Serhii Melnychuk, the 
founder of the Aidar battalion who is accused of such 
crimes as stealing thousands of automatic rifles.

In presenting the charges against Mr. Kliuyev, First 
Deputy Procurator General Volodymyr Huzyr cited the 

Kliuyev brothers’ 2007 acquisition of a majority stake in a 
Zaporizhia factory that he alleged was gained via abuse of 
authority and fraud. The factory was then used to conduct 
a series of financial schemes that led to its bankruptcy, 
even after the Kliuyevs had received a 250 million euro 
loan from a state bank. 

Then as first vice prime minister, Andrii Kliuyev alleged-
ly misappropriated 250 million hrv (about $31.25 million 
at the time) – that had been earmarked in the state budget 
for low income families and the disabled – to pay the inter-
est on the 250 million euro loan, Mr. Huzyr said. 

For this offense he faced charges of fraud and misappro-
priation of state funds. 

As important as the stripping of immunity was the need 
to make an arrest, given that the Procurator General’s 
Office couldn’t act without Parliament’s permission.

But Mr. Pynzenyk, the head of the parliamentary Rules 
Committee, and Rada Chair Head Volodymyr Groysman, 
ignored Mr. Sobolyev’s requests to put the oligarch’s arrest 
on the agenda for a vote, the Samopomich deputy wrote on 
his Facebook page on June 1, two days before the vote 
removing immunity. 

That drew outrage from other national deputies during 
the June 3 session.

“What is this crap? Here’s one of the main bandits of the 
Yanukovych regime, who organized the ‘titushky,’ financed 
the Anti-Maidan and had Mezhyhiria registered under his 
name,” said National Deputy Yurii Levchenko of the 
Svoboda party, referring to Serhii Kliuyev.

“By the way, these episodes aren’t in your submission 
for some reason. You’re only charging him with loan fraud, 
and not pursuing his detention or arrest at that! He’ll flee 
tomorrow,” he continued. “So this is a smokescreen and a 
plain and simple deceit of Ukrainian society. You’re making 
some public relations for yourselves, we all vote for this 
and he flees tomorrow! What’s going on here?”

Sure enough, just hours after having his immunity 
stripped, Mr. Kliuyev traveled to Kyiv Boryspil Airport in 
order to fly to Vienna, where he has a house and where he’s 
transferred all his Ukrainian assets, reported National 
Deputy Serhiy Leshchenko on his Facebook page. But the 
border service prevented him from boarding the flight.

The next day, Mr. Kliuyev didn’t appear for questioning 
at the head investigator’s office of the procurator general, 
where he was to be presented with criminal charges, Mr. 
Leshchenko reported.

What followed was scenes that could have been pulled 
from Keystone Cops, the bumbling policemen in silent 
films of the early 20th century. 

First, the Internal Affairs Ministry announced on June 8 
that it didn’t know Mr. Kliuyev’s whereabouts and 
announced he was being sought. 

Within hours Vasyl Vovk, the chief investigator under the 
Security Service of Ukraine (SBU), said his agency was not 
searching for Mr. Kliuyev and that the Internal Affairs 
Ministry could have made a “technical error.” (President 
Petro Poroshenko requested Mr. Vovk’s dismissal on June 19.)

Then the Procurator General’s Office got involved, issu-
ing a search warrant for Mr. Kliuyev and submitting it to 
the SBU. It also submitted a request for his arrest the same 
day to the Rada.

The next day, June 9, the SBU confirmed it received the 
search warrant, but by then it was too late. Svoboda Party 
Deputy Head Yuriy Syrotiuk, citing an anonymous source, 
tweeted that afternoon that Mr. Kliuyev flew out of Kharkiv 
on a charter flight the prior night.

And the procurator general’s request for detention and 
arrest – reportedly submitted to Parliament on June 8 – 
didn’t become official until June 16, the day before Mr. 
Gerashchenko confirmed that Mr. Kliuyev was in Russia.

Besides the official criminal charges, journalists estimat-
ed that the Kliuyev brothers’ financial machinations 
through numerous schemes have cost the state 15 billion 
hrv, or at least $1.875 billion.

(Continued from page 1)

Another Yanukovych...

National Deputy and mega-millionaire Serhii Kliuyev 
defends himself at the rostrum of Ukraine’s Parliament 
on June 3, the day he had his political immunity 
stripped. The sign below reads, “Kliuyev should be sit-
ting behind bars, not in Parliament.” He was reported 

missing days later.

Vladislav Musienko/UNIAN
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Ukrainian American organizations meet with Ukraine’s minister of youth and sports
UCCA

NEW YORK –Ukraine’s Minister of 
Youth and Sports Ihor Zhdanov met with 
representatives of Ukrainian American 
youth development organizations at the 
New York City offices of the Ukrainian 
Congress Committee of America (UCCA) 
on June 2. 

After briefing the attendees on the cur-
rent state of affairs in Ukraine, Minister 
Zhdanov engaged the room to share ideas 
and projects focused on the development 
of Ukraine’s most treasured resource – its 
vibrant youth. The Ukrainian American 
community has a long history of youth 
development through its summer camps, 
scouting activities, competitive sports and 
student initiatives. 

Representatives of Plast Ukrainian 
Scouting Organization USA, the Ukrainian 
American Youth Association (UAYA), the 
Federation of  Ukrainian Student 
Organizations of America (known by its 
Ukrainian acronym as SUSTA), the Ukrainian 

Sports Federation of U.S.A. and Canada 
(USCAK), and the Self Reliance School of 
Ukrainian Studies in New York City also 
summarized their most recent events and 
activities over the past year.

A veteran of the armed forces, Mr. 
Zhdanov was interested to hear about the 
humanitarian relief work organized and 
led by the Ukrainian diaspora in the U.S. 
and proposed working with these organi-
zations to help those injured on the field of 
battle. He envisioned getting proper reha-
bilitation and restorative surgeries in U.S. 
medical centers for these veterans, with the 
hope that the Ukrainian community would 
do its part to welcome these heroes after 
all they have sacrificed.

Meeting participants agreed with the 
minister that the youth of Ukraine would 
benefit greatly from additional exchange 
programs, both within Ukraine and abroad. 
Mr. Zhdanov focused his attention on what 
more could be done for the children in 
areas of Ukraine occupied by Russian forc-
es, and he noted that the government of 

Ukraine has already instituted exchange 
programs throughout the country to 
inspire the country’s youth. He asked to be 

kept informed of any future exchanges 
planned with organizations in the United 
States.

by Orysia Soroka

CLIFTON, N.J. – The first thing guests 
saw when they walked into the hall for a 
recent charity event was the lovely white 
flowers. Masking the walls and adorning 
the stage were immense panels of flowers. 
The tranquil, elegiac melodies of Marian 
Pidvirny’s violin filled the room. 
Immediately, the words of Khrystyna 
Panasyuk’s song came to mind: “White 
Swans in the heavens with broken wings… 
Lit thousands of hearts...” It’s a song dedi-
cated to those who died for Ukraine in the 
past two years. 

The first event organized by newly 
established Branch 137 of the Ukrainian 
National Women’s League (UNWLA) in 
Clifton, N.J., was an April 25 fund-raiser for 
families of the fallen soldiers taken by the 
war in the Donbas, primarily those with 
children. This initiative of the perpetually 
optimistic and energetic Valentyna Tabaka, 
the branch’s president, was inspired by the 
work of another immensely talented 
Ukrainian – Olena Dats, a fashion designer 
who works are sold in Ukraine and inter-

nationally (the United States, France, 
Belgium, Russia, Kuwait and Saudi Arabia). 

Ms. Dats recently completed her U.S. 
fashion tour, staging shows in New York, 
Philadelphia, Chicago and Clifton. Her inno-
vative styles could be seen at the benefit, 
the lighting and music of the room chang-
ing to fit the varying tone of the collections, 
each inspired by an aspect of the Euro-
Maidan. Incorporating the traditional 
Ukrainian embroidery into modern high 
fashion, Ms. Dats conveyed the beauty of 
Ukraine: past, present and future. 

Also part of the evening’s program was 
the introduction of a new bilingual English-
Ukrainian magazine. The goal of the 
Ukrainian American magazine InLove is to 
present contemporary Ukrainian cultural 
life to the American reader. The attention of 
the whole world is currently focused on the 
war in Ukraine and the publishers want to 
depict a flourishing nation, a beautiful 
country with a rich culture and history. 
They want readers to familiarize them-
selves with the Ukrainian people, as well as 
the current movements of Ukrainian art in 
Ukraine and America. Most importantly, 

InLove attempts to share the energy that 
lifts Ukrainians every day to continue to 
fight and thrive. 

Editor-in-Chief Olena Vasilevsky pre-
sented the magazine for the first time in 
New Jersey and discussed her plans for the 
future: the spring issue of the magazine cel-
ebrates innovative, talented and fearless 
people whose efforts are changing the 
world. Max Chmerkovskiy, Svyatoslav 
Vakarchuk and Nastya Pryhodko are just a 
few of the many people making an impact 
who are featured in InLove. 

Ambassador Yuriy Sergeyev, permanent 
representative of Ukraine to the United 
Nations, was present at the benefit ban-
quet. Every guest, treated to the lovely 
music, delicious dinner and beautiful fash-
ion thoroughly enjoyed the evening – espe-
cially the presence of Dr. Sergeyev and his 
wife, Dr. Nataliya Ivashyna Sergeyev. During 
his speech, Ambassador Sergeyev thanked 
everyone who had gathered during the 
cold winter months to stand up for Ukraine 
and its people, and he wished the newly 
founded UNWLA branch strength and 
inspiration to continue organizing such 

beautiful gatherings to benefit Ukraine. 
Ms. Dats, Anna Marchuk, Myhailo 

Turovskiy, Elena Lezhen, Chrystyna Koziuk 
and Victoria Kutukova donated their artis-
tic works to help raise money for the 
orphaned victims of the war. The winners 
of these beautiful raffle prizes received 
compounded joy: in receiving beautiful 
hand-made items and in knowing that 
their donations will help a suffering family. 

The success of the evening was also 
attributed to the support of numerous 
sponsors, among them the Selfreliance N.J. 
(Federal Credit Union), Ukrainian 
Federation of America, Ukrainian National 
Association and Hudson Valley Resort. 
Among those who donated food and deco-
rations for the venue were many Ukrainian 
and American organizations.

Those organizing the fund-raising event 
did not forget about proud sports fans; 
they were able to watch a live broadcast of 
Wladimir Klitschko’s title defense that 
night and cheer his victory. After the deli-
cious dinner, guests danced and listened to 
the music of the group Anna Maria. The 
group also provided beautiful lighting dur-
ing the fashion show and throughout the 
evening. 

The fund-raiser was part of the larger 
UNWLA effort called Aid to Ukrainian War 
Victims Program. Those in attendance 
included Roksolana Misilo, UNWLA vice-
president for public relations, and Ksenia 
Rakowsky, head of the UNWLA’s New 
Jersey Regional Council. 

The Rev. Oleh Zhownirovych and the 
Church Council of Holy Ascension 
Ukrainian Orthodox Cathedral in Clifton 
graciously offered the venue and helped 
organize the evening. Although decorating 
the hall, preparing the food, and planning 
the small and large details took much time 
and effort for UNWLA Branch 137 mem-
bers, their husbands also pitched in with 
much-needed support and assistance, 
without which the evening could not have 
succeeded.

Orysia Soroka is press secretary of 
Branch 137 of the Ukrainian National 
Women’s League of America.

Translated by Sofia and Maria Soroka.

COMMUNITY CHRONICLE

During a meeting with Ukraine’s minister of youth and sports, (from left) are: 
Yevgeniy Sobolev (SUSTA), Ivan Makar (School of Ukrainian Studies), Olesia  Hnativ 
(SUSTA), Lesia Lebed (Plast), Minister Ihor Zhdanov, Yulia Kopyna (SUSTA), 

Myron Bytz (USCAK) and Yuri Mykytyn (UAYA).

Andrij Dobriansky

Olena Dats was welcomed with flowers and applause.

New UNWLA branch organizes fund-raiser for families of Ukraine’s fallen
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Historic preservation expert discusses culture and social change
by Andrew Sorokowski 

WASHINGTON – How can we balance the necessity of 
urban development with the need to preserve cultural and 
historic sites? What is the role of architects, city planners, 
historians and the general public in this process? Can cul-
tural preservation change society? These were some of the 
questions discussed by Dr. Kateryna Goncharova in a lec-
ture on “Ukrainian Cultural Heritage as a Force for Social 
Change.” Delivered on May 29 at the Embassy of Ukraine in 
Washington, her talk was co-sponsored by the Washington 
chapter of the Shevchenko Scientific Society.

Dr. Goncharova heads the Scientific Research Section of 
the Ukrainian State Research and Project Institute for 
Historic Preservation. She has worked in research, man-
agement and scientific support in the development of proj-
ects for the preservation of several UNESCO World 
Heritage sites. 

As a Fulbright scholar at the University of Maryland for 
the past two and a half years, Dr. Goncharova studied the 
U.S. experience in historic preservation based on public-
private partnership, community engagement and neigh-
borhood revitalization. Her goal is to modify these 
approaches and implement them in Ukraine. 

Cultural Attaché Olha Ivanova opened the event. The 
speaker was introduced by Dr. Bohdana Urbanovych, presi-
dent of the Washington chapter of the Shevchenko 
Scientific Society.

Dr. Goncharova pointed out that, during times of change, 
the cultural heritage is vulnerable. It can, however, be a 
source of vitality. “Current conditions in Ukraine provide 
an opportunity to rediscover and strengthen the potential 
of cultural resources to enhance and empower the integri-
ty of the nation.” According to the speaker, “the preserva-
tion of Ukraine’s historic built environment has become a 
focal point for public activism that has led to the empower-
ment of civil society, economic development and a power-
ful enhancement of Ukrainian identity.” Public protests 
against destructive building projects, the development of 
tourism and an upsurge of patriotism exemplify these 
results.

In her presentation, Dr. Goncharova showed images of 
recent preservation activities in various cities and neigh-
borhoods “that have engaged a variety of stakeholders for 
the mutual benefit and sustainability of the site and the 
community.” She compared U.S. historic locations such as 
Frederick, Md., and Gettysburg, Pa., with sites in Ukraine 
such as Kyiv’s Maidan.

The speaker also discussed one of Ukraine’s failures, the 
Contract Square in Kyiv, where public protest could not 
bring about a favorable result. In response to a question 
about Russia, she said that, while that country has some 
excellent urban planners who have created perfect civic 
spaces, those spaces have remained empty. That is because 
Russians, cowed by their regime, have been unable to cre-
ate a civil society to fill them.

ANNOTATIONS

by Andrew Sorokowski

WASHINGTON – We do not often expect 
a person of fourscore years to teach us 
something fresh and new. That this is mis-
taken was brilliantly demonstrated on June 
12 at a tribute to Prof. Larissa M.L. Zaleska 
Onyshkevych in Washington. Sponsored by 
the Shevchenko Scientific Society’s D.C. 
chapter and the Embassy of Ukraine, the 
event was held at the Embassy in 
Georgetown.

The Embassy’s cultural attaché, Olha 
Ivanova, opened the evening. Dr. Bohdana 
Urbanovych, president of the Washington 
chapter of the Shevchenko Society, congrat-
ulated Prof. Onyshkevych on her 80th 

birthday. She read excerpts from the many 
greetings received from the U.S. and 
abroad, including a letter from current 
Shevchenko Society President Prof. George 
G. Grabowicz. 

Renowned Soviet-era dissident and liter-
ary critic Ivan Dzyuba sent a congratulatory 
letter, as did various scholarly organiza-
tions in Ukraine and North America. 
Among them were the Shevchenko 
Scientific Society (NTSh) World Council and 
NTSh-Ukraine, the Ivan Franko University 
of Lviv, the Institute of the Ukrainian 
Language of the Ukrainian Academy of 
Sciences, and the Ukrainian Academy of 
Arts and Sciences in the U.S.A. Plast 
Ukrainian Scouting Organization, in which 

Prof. Onyshkevych has long been active, 
sent a special message. Felicitations from 
the Shevchenko Society in New York were 
read by Dr. Vasyl Lopukh, director of 
administration, who came down especially 
for the event.

Next, a short film was shown depicting 
high points in Prof. Onyshkevych’s academ-
ic and civic life. Poet and Shevchenko 
Society administrator Vasyl Makhno, who 
had travelled from New York, outlined her 
scholarly achievements. A former president 
of the society herself (2000-2006), Prof. 
Onyshkevych has distinguished herself as a 
literary scholar and critic specializing in 
modern Ukrainian literature. In her long 
years at the University of Pennsylvania in 
Philadelphia, she inspired countless stu-
dents. 

A number of her many publications 
were on display at the event. Reflecting one 
of the honoree’s interests, Svitlana Makhno 
gave an inspired reading of a heart-rending 
love poem by Lesia Ukrainka.

Not to be outdone by the other present-
ers, Prof. Onyshkevych herself delivered an 
eye-opening lecture about a poet few in the 
audience were even aware of: the contem-
porary Ukrainian poet and playwright from 
Poland Tadei Karabovych (Tadeusz 
Karabowicz), born in 1959. Her meticulous 
textual analysis of “The Last Supper” dem-
onstrated the depths of meaning that one 
can discover in this poet’s dense verse. 

Dr. Urbanovych closed the evening, invit-
ing the guests to the Embassy’s “Kamiana 
Zala” (lapidarium) for a convivial buffet 
supper. 

At the Shevchenko Scientific Society event honoring Prof. Larissa Onyshkevych 
(from left) are: Vasyl Lopukh, Svitlana Makhno, the honoree and Vasyl Makhno. 

Prof. Larissa M.L. Zaleska Onyshkevych addresses the audience.

Vasyl Lopukh

Washington fetes Prof. Larissa Onyshkevych

Dr. Kateryna Goncharova speaks at the Embassy of 
Ukraine.

Oleksii Zaitsev/Embassy of Ukraine

Self Reliance New York Federal Credit Union 
Shevchenko Scientific Society, U.S.A.

Anonymous donor

Selfreliance Ukrainian American Federal 
Credit Union

SUMA (Yonkers) Federal Credit Union

Heritage Foundation of 1st Security Savings Bank
Bahriany Foundation

and others

Read the Ukrainian National Association’s newspapers online:   www.ukrweekly.com  •  www.svoboda-news.com
Our online archives are made possible by our generous sponsors:
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June 29 Concert with Gogol Bordello, Ukrainian Cultural 
Columbus, OH Association of Ohio, Lifestyle Communities Pavilion,
 www.gogolbordello.com/tour/future

June 30 Concert, “Ukrainian Virtuosi, Music to Impress,” U.S.- 
Alexandria, VA Ukraine Foundation, The Lyceum,
 http://usukraine.org/tickets

June 30 Panel discussion, “Finding Its Way to the West? Ukraine 
Washington and Its Challenges,” with John A. Cloud, Nikolas K. Gosdev
 and Matthew Rojansky, Kennan Institute, Woodrow Wilson
 Center, Ronald Reagan Building and International Trade
 Center, 202-691-4000 or www.wilsoncenter.org

July 2 Performance, “Kazka” by the Lehenda Ukrainian Dance
Skokie, IL Ensemble, North Shore Center for the Performing Arts,  
 info@lehenda.com.au

July 2-5 Study days, “Relationships in an Age of Fluidity,” 
Toronto Metropolitan Andrey Sheptytsky Institute of Eastern
 Christian Studies, University of Toronto,
 www.sheptytskyinstitute.ca

July 3 Dzidzio concert, Prime League Events, Anapilis Hall, 
Mississauga, ON www.primeleagueevents/buy-tickets or 416-879-0551

July 3-5 Nadiya Ye! Festival, featuring performance by Lama of
Ellenville, NY Ukraine, Ukrainian American Youth Association camp,
 www.cym.org/us-ellenville

July 3-5 Vegreville Ukrainian Pysanka Festival, Festival Fairgrounds,
Vegreville, AB www.pysankafestival.com

July 4 Ukrainian American Heritage Festival, Ukrainian Folk
Lehighton, PA Dance Workshop, Ukrainian Homestead,
 www.ukrhomestead.com

July 4 Concert featuring Dzidzio, Ukrainian Youth Center,
Montreal www.primeleague.com or 416-879-0551

July 5 Concert featuring Dzidzio, Pokrova Ukrainian Catholic 
Parma, OH Church hall, 216-224-4578

July 5 Commemoration of the Heroes of Ukraine, Ukrainian 
Ellenville, NY organizations of the U.S.A., Ukrainian American
 Youth Association camp, 212-505-0767

July 5 Fund-raiser pot-luck, “Ivana Kupala – Rusalky, Wreaths,
Franktown, CO Fortunetelling and Mysterious Fern,” Ukrainians of
 Colorado, Franktown Ranch,
 www.ukrainiansofcolorado.com

July 7 Performance, “Kazka,” the Lehenda Ukrainian Dance 
Wilmington, DE Ensemble, Copeland Hall, Grand Opera House,
 info@lehenda.com.au

July 9 Performance, “Kazka,” the Lehenda Ukrainian
New York Dance Ensemble, Skirball Center for the Performing 
 Arts, www.lehenda.com.au/kazkabookings 

June 10 Performance by Dzidzio, Redmoon,
Chicago www.v-ticket.com.ua or 773-595-7978

July 10-12 Ukrainian Cultural Festival, Ukrainian National Foundation,
Kerhonkson, NY Soyuzivka Heritage Center, www.soyuzivka.com

July 11 Memorial concert for pianist Tetiana Tchekina, featuring 
Jewett, NY violinist Oleh Krysa, cellist Natalia Khoma and pianist
 Volodymyr Vynnytsky, Grazhda Concert Hall,
 www.grazhdamusicandart.org

July 11-12 Gardenton Ukrainian Festival, Ukrainian Museum and 
Gardenton, MB  Village Society, Gardenton Park and Museum, 
 204-425-8197 or 204-222-8984

July 15 Ukrainian Day advocacy event, Ukrainian Congress
Washington Committee of America, Ukrainian National Information
 Service, Capitol Hill, 202-547-0018 or unis@ucca.org

Entries in “Out and About” are listed free of charge. Priority is given to events 
advertised in The Ukrainian Weekly. However, we also welcome submissions 
from all our readers. Items will be published at the discretion of the editors 
and as space allows. Please send e-mail to mdubas@ukrweekly.com.
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