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Digital investigators 

try to disperse fog 
of war in Ukraine 

by Dmitry Volchek 
RFE/RL

In June 2014, Russian soldier Stanislav Tarasov 
posted on a social-media site a photo of himself stand-
ing in front of a military convoy against a nondescript 
background of hills, fields and scattered houses. It 
probably never occurred to him that such an innocu-
ous image could become part of an increasingly 
detailed case being assembled in a bid to prove the 
Russian government has been lying when it denies 
militarily involvement in eastern Ukraine.

But that photo found its way into a dossier assem-
bled by a volunteer group called Bellingcat for the 
Atlantic Council titled “Hiding in Plain Sight: Putin’s 
War in Ukraine.”

Bellingcat, which also uses digital forensics to 
uncover information about other conflicts and trou-
blespots around the globe, has focused its efforts in 
Ukraine on the question of the presence of the Russian 
military and the issue of how Malaysian Airlines Flight 
17 was shot down in July 2014. The group plans to 
issue a detailed report on MH17 later this month, but 
its earlier findings have asserted that the plane was 
downed by a Buk anti-aircraft missile that was provid-
ed to the Ukrainian separatists by Russia.

  The Russian government has consistently denied 
that it is involved militarily in Ukraine, saying the con-
flict there is a civil war.

“I can tell you outright and unequivocally that there 
are no Russian troops in Ukraine,” Russian President 
Vladimir Putin said on April 16. The Russian military 
has said MH17 was most likely shot down by the 
Ukrainian military.

  “Tarasov was both a boring and an interesting case,” 
volunteer analyst Aric Toler of Bellingcat told RFE/
RL’s Russian Service in an online interview. “It was 
easy to find his general location because he geotagged 
a [different] photo near an artillery firing range that 
had been shelling Ukraine. ...From there, I was able to 
identify the exact spot of the photo using landmarks – 
in his case, houses, roads and fields in the background. 
That was quite typical and I have done it hundreds of 
times.”

The “interesting” part of this investigation, Mr. Toler 
says, was that after he posted his findings, computer-
savvy readers chimed in with their contributions and 
research that provided even stronger, more definitive 
evidence that the photo was taken near the Russian 
village of Pavlovka, from which Bellingcat believes 
Russian forces launched artillery strikes against 
Ukrainian territory. 

The 10 volunteers from around the world at 
Bellingcat – and many others from organizations such 
as InformNapalm – are honing the techniques of digi-
tal forensic journalism – essentially, the art of sifting 
through all the dross on the Internet in search of nug-
gets of information.

“Digital forensic techniques involve verifying the 

(Continued on page 21)

by Matthew Dubas

PARSIPPANY, N.J. – Telecom giant Verizon has drawn 
the ire of the Ukrainian community in the United States 
and around the world with its offensive advertisement 
that showed a couple channel-surfing, and complaining 
that anything would be better to watch than Ukrainian 
dancing. 

The advertisement on its website has been modified 
(replacing the Ukrainian dancers with a pottery demon-
stration and a wildlife documentary) since a campaign 
was launched by the Ukrainian members demanding 
that Verizon remove  the ad and issue a formal apology.

 The ad, believed to be created by McCann 
Advertising Agency (which, incidentally, has an office in 
Kyiv for Verizon), has sparked a “Shame on Verizon” 
Facebook page that has attracted more than 2,500 fol-
lowers. 

Many are sending in 10- to 30-second video clips 
with the hashtag #AnythingButVerizon and nominating 
another person(s) for the challenge, while including 
their city and country. People have uploaded videos to 
YouTube with the hashtags #AnythingButVerizon and 
#Help Ukraine, and are sharing them on social media. 
Offended individuals have written directly to Verizon 
asking the company to remove the advertisement, issue 

a public apology and donate to help Ukraine.
The controversial ad features Rashida Jones from the 

television series “Office” and “Parks & Recreation,” who 
pleads to have the channel changed from airing 
Ukrainian dancers, uttering “I’ll watch anything except 
this.”  

Some Ukrainians have taken to Verizon’s FIOS 
Facebook page and Twitter feed to express their disgust 
at Verizon’s choice to belittle Ukrainian culture in its 
advertising.

In a letter to Verizon posted to the Brooklyn 
Ukrainian Group’s Yahoo group page, Irene Jarosewich, 
former editor-in-chief of Svoboda, wrote: “Ukrainian 
dancers. Really? This is what the great marketing tal-
ents at Verizon have chosen to present as the bottom-of-
the-barrel viewing, except for termites burrowing 
wood?

“Besides the desire to scream in disbelief ‘have you 
got xxxx for brains or what??!!’ – I’ll refrain and simply 
say that whoever produced this ad – whoever vetted 
this ad – must be fired.

“Choosing any ethnic or cultural element as the 
object of derision is first and foremost, unethical (look 
up meaning of that word in dictionary then quiz your 

by Zenon Zawada

KYIV – Assessing his first 
year in office,  Ukrainian 
President Petro Poroshenko 
offered an uncharacteristically 
sober view in which he 
acknowledged disappointments 
with the government. He also 
stressed achievements, such as 
thwarting Russia’s attempts to 
split Ukraine.

The evaluations and political 
plans came in a June 4 address 
to the Verkhovna Rada and a 
June 5 press conference, both 
nearly a year after he was inau-
gurated president on June 7, 
2014.

“I am often asked whether 
I’m satisfied with the work of 
the government. No. Am I satis-
fied with the work of the 
Verkhovna Rada? Also no, obvi-
ously. I’ll say more – I am dissat-
isfied with my own work,” Mr. Poroshenko said in his 
June 5 address to Parliament.

The president’s uncolored remarks – though part of a 
prepared speech – were a detour from his standard fare 
of crafted quotations assuring the public, as well as his 
bold claims that have often turned out to be contradicto-
ry or utterly unrealistic. Such claims include one, made 

when the Donbas war erupted, that the Anti-Terrorist 
Operation (ATO) should be over in a matter of hours and 
another, voiced during his inauguration, that the govern-
ment wouldn’t negotiate with the terrorists. 

Though they were aimed at acknowledging and cool-

Poroshenko cites achievements, 
discusses failures in war with Putin

(Continued on page 21)

(Continued on page 8)

President Petro Poroshenko speaks at a press conference on June 5 on the 
occasion of his annual message to the Verkhovna Rada.

Presidential Administration of Ukraine

Derogatory ad by Verizon irks Ukrainian community



No. 28THE UKRAINIAN WEEKLY      SUNDAY, JULY 12, 20152

Savchenko denied jury trial 

MOSCOW – Russian investigators have 
rejected a request by jailed Ukrainian pilot 
Nadia Savchenko to be tried by a jury and 
for the proceedings to be moved to 
Moscow instead of Voronezh, the city 
where she is being held. Ms. Savchenko’s 
lawyer Nikolai Polozov said on July 6 that 
he was informed via phone that “all the 
petitions have been denied and the case 
was transferred to the prosecutor’s office.” 
Her defense team said last week the pre-
liminary hearing may be held in late July or 
early August. Russian authorities’ rejection 
of a jury trial potentially places Ms. 
Savchenko’s fate in the hands of a so-called 
troika – a judge and two public representa-
tives. (RFE/RL, based on reporting by 
Interfax and TASS)

Russia stiffens charges against Savchenko

MOSCOW – Investigators in Russia have 
increased the seriousness of charges 
against captive Ukrainian pilot Nadia 
Savchenko, accusing her of direct partici-
pation in the killing of two Russian report-
ers who died last year while covering the 
conflict in Ukraine. A spokesman for the 
Russian Investigative Committee, Vladimir 
Markin, announced the new charges on 
July 7, along with charges of attempted 
murder and illegally entering Russian ter-
ritory. Ms. Savchenko has been in Russian 
custody since July 2014, when she alleges 
she was captured by pro-Russian gunmen 
in eastern Ukraine and smuggled across 
the border into Russia. The charges against 
Ms. Savchenko could carry a life sen-
tence. She was previously accused by 
Russian authorities of complicity in the 
deaths of reporters Igor Kornelyuk and 
Anton Voloshin in Luhansk. Ms. Savchenko 
has consistently denied the charges, saying 
Russia has no right to detain or try her. 
Kyiv and Western governments have 
demanded that Russia release Ms. 
Savchenko immediately. Mr. Markin said 
the Investigative Committee had complet-
ed its inquiry and sent the case to the pros-
ecutor’s office to pave the way for a trial. 
(RFE/RL’s Russian Service, with reporting 
by Interfax)

Durbin targeted in hoax letter 

WASHINGTON – A forger sent a hoax let-
ter to Russian media in an apparent bid to 
convince journalists that a senior U.S. law-
maker was trying to tell Ukrainian Prime 
Minister Arseniy Yatsenyuk how to run his 
government. The hoaxer wrote to Mr. 
Yatsenyuk on what appeared to be U.S. 
Senate stationery, claiming to be Sen. 
Richard Durbin, the No. 2 Democrat in the 
Senate and a leading American voice on 
Ukrainian issues who traveled to Kyiv 
recently to discuss Russian aggression, said 
Ben Marter, a spokesman for the senator 
from Illinois, on July 6. Sen. Durbin’s office 
told the CIA and FBI about the letter after 
being contacted by Russian state-owned 
media asking for comment. The forged let-
ter was on paper that resembled U.S. 
Senate stationery, but with the wrong title 
for Sen. Durbin. It suggested that Prime 
Minister Yatsenyuk “invest every effort” to 
keep some officials in place, including the 
agriculture minister and the head of the 
country’s nuclear monopoly. But it said the 
U.S. Senate feels some others do not have 
the qualities necessary for their jobs. “This 
letter is a forgery and was obviously writ-
ten by somebody with a tenuous grasp of 
the English language,” Mr. Marter said. 
(RFE/RL, based on reporting by Reuters 
and ABC7chicago.com)

Poroshenko on constitutional changes 

KYIV – President Petro Poroshenko has 
proposed constitutional changes designed 
to give broader powers to Ukraine’s 
regions. The draft, due to be submitted to 
Parliament on July 1, would trim presiden-
tial power over the provinces and extend to 
local towns and councils the right to over-
see how their tax revenues are spent. But it 
refuses to add to the state’s basic law the 
semi-autonomous status demanded by 
pro-Russian rebels who control parts of the 
eastern regions of Luhansk and Donetsk. It 
only makes reference to an existing piece of 
legislation that gives the separatists partial 
self-rule for an interim period of three 
years. In a televised address, Poroshenko 
argued the changes would hand the 

(Continued on page 14)

 ANALYSIS

by Pavel Felgenhauer
Eurasia Daily Monitor

Russian President Vladimir Putin has 
recently committed much time and effort, 
on the one hand, to intimidate and, on the 
other, to coax the Western public, business-
men and potential investors into accepting 
Russia as a benign power that is simply 
defending its national interests. Mr. Putin 
announced that, in 2015, Russia will pro-
cure “40 new intercontinental ballistic mis-
siles [ICBMs] capable of penetrating any 
possible enemy missile defense” (see 
Eurasia Daily Monitor, June 18). Mr. Putin 
followed this statement up with coercion: 
“If someone threatens our territories, we 
will be forced to target 
our modern attack 
weapons on the terri-
tories from which the 
threat originates” 
(Kremlin.ru, June 16). 

Evgeniy Lukyanov, 
the deputy secretary 
of the Russian Security 
Council, clarified Mr. 
Putin’s threat: “If 
Poland and Romania 
agree to deploy [U.S. 
missile defense inter-
ceptor] launchers, 
aimed at our strategic 
nuclear forces, we will 
automatically target 
t h e m  i n  t u r n .” 
According to  Mr. 
Lukyanov, there is no 
threat emanating from 
Russia that could justi-
fy the planned deploy-
ment in Europe of an array of U.S. armored 
brigade-size heavy equipment: “This is a 
medical case – the leaders of Poland, 
Romania and the Baltic states must see a 
doctor – if they want to be targeted, it is 
their choice” (Interfax, June 24).

At the annual St. Petersburg economic 
forum, Mr. Putin attempted a charm offen-
sive, promoting Russia as a reliable partner 
and a great business opportunity for 
Western investors (see EDM, June 22). 
According to Mr. Putin, “Russia is not 
aggressive, we are only more assertive in 
defending our interests,” while the 
Ukrainian crisis is the result of the United 
States attempting to spread its influence 
after the end of the Cold War. “In some state 
of euphoria, they [the U.S.] began to over-
take new geopolitical territories they 
believed were ‘free,’ ” he alleged. 

Mr. Putin listed Washington’s misdeeds: 
The overthrow and eventual hanging of 
Saddam Hussein, which resulted in the 
present Iraqi crisis and the rise of the 
Islamic State; as well as the bombing of 
Libya and the overthrow and killing of 
Muammar Gaddafi, which led to destabiliza-
tion and the rise of Salafist terrorist groups 
there. “We do not want the same to happen 
in Syria,” added Mr. Putin, “But they [the 
United States] want to do it in Ukraine too.”

 Mr. Putin once again reiterated: “I 
always believed and continue today despite 
anything – Ukrainians and Russians are one 
people [narod], the same ethnicity with a 
common history and culture and religion. 
No matter what, in the end, Ukraine and 
Russia are condemned [sic] to a common 
future” (Kremlin.ru, June 19). Mr. Putin 
continues to think of Ukraine as an integral 
part of the “Russian World” (Russkiy Mir), 

which means the Kremlin’s long-term stra-
tegic goals have not changed: A pro-West-
ern Ukraine separate from Russia is an 
abomination that must be stopped.

After the president spoke, two of his 
close former KGB colleagues and present-
day high-level associates – Sergei Ivanov, 
the chief of the Kremlin administration, and 
Security Council Secretary Nikolai 
Patrushev – followed up with extended 
interviews explaining, in blunt terms, 
Moscow’s take on the nature of the conflict 
in Ukraine and overall standoff with the 
West. 

Mr. Ivanov gave an interview to the 
Financial Times (FT, June 21), but his color-
ful speech lost its edge in translation. Mr. 

Ivanov insisted Russia 
has no intention of 
unleashing a war with 
the North Atlantic 
Treaty Organization, 
which would be “sui-
cidal” since NATO 
members’ combined 
defense budgets are 
much bigger than 
Russia’s and their com-
bined militaries are 
equally overwhelming. 
Mr. Ivanov compared 
NATO to an elephant 
and a behemoth (the 
Russian term for hip-
popotamus), while 
Russia is “a pug and a 
house cat.”

In extracts of Mr. 
Ivanov’s remarks in 
the original Russian, 
published by Interfax, 

the wording is much stronger: “Slon [ele-
phant] and Mosyka” (Interfax, June 21) – a 
well-known Russian proverb, dating from 
the 19th century and used to define sense-
less arrogance. “Slon and Mosyka” 
describes a small, ugly and pompous dog 
barking at a circus elephant paraded down 
a town street. The elephant does not notice 
the dog, but bystanders exclaim: “Mosyka 
must be mighty, since it barks at the ele-
phant.” Comparing Mr. Putin’s Russia with a 
“Mosyka” is self-deprecating, but Mr. 
Ivanov’s message is clear: Russia is not the 
aggressor – it is weak, puffed up and vul-
nerable, and it must defend itself against 
vicious odds. 

Mr. Ivanov told Interfax that it is symbol-
ic that the European Union extended the 
duration of sanctions imposed on Russia 
for its role in the Ukrainian crisis on June 
22 – the 74th anniversary of Nazi 
Germany’s invasion of the Soviet Union 
(Interfax, June 22). The Russian Foreign 
Affairs Ministry denounced the EU sanc-
tions extension on June 22 as “cynical” and 
a victory of “the Russophobe lobby” in 
Europe (Interfax, June 22).

According to Mr. Patrushev, the United 
States wants to destroy Russia to take over 
its territory to exploit its natural riches – 
oil, gas, metals. Russia cannot stop Russian 
volunteers from going to Ukraine’s Donbas 
region to fight for the rebels, because it is 
an honorable cause. European countries do 
not want to oppose Russia over Ukraine 
and are ready to accept the Russian take-
over of Crimea, but the U.S. is intimidating 
the docile Europeans. According to Mr. 
Patrushev, the present Ukrainian crisis was 

Defensive posture and feeling of threat
prevail in both Moscow and Brussels

The Ukrainian Weekly    FOUNDED 1933

An English-language newspaper published by the Ukrainian National Association Inc., 
a non-profit association, at 2200 Route 10, P.O. Box 280, Parsippany, NJ  07054.

Yearly subscription rate: $90; for UNA members — $80.
Periodicals postage paid at Caldwell, NJ  07006 and additional mailing offices.

(ISSN — 0273-9348)
The Weekly:  UNA:
Tel: (973) 292-9800; Fax: (973) 644-9510  Tel: (973) 292-9800; Fax: (973) 292-0900

Postmaster, send address changes to: 
The Ukrainian Weekly  Editor-in-chief: Roma Hadzewycz 
2200 Route 10 Editor: Matthew Dubas
P.O. Box 280 
Parsippany, NJ  07054 e-mail: staff@ukrweekly.com

The Ukrainian Weekly Archive: www.ukrweekly.com

The Ukrainian Weekly, July 12, 2015, No. 28, Vol. LXXXIII
Copyright © 2015 The Ukrainian Weekly

ADMINISTRATION OF THE UKRAINIAN WEEKLY AND SVOBODA
(973) 292-9800, ext. 3040
fax: (973) 644-9510
e-mail: adukr@optonline.net
(973) 292-9800, ext. 3040
e-mail: subscription@ukrweekly.com

Walter Honcharyk, administrator
and advertising manager 

Subscription Department

Vladimir Putin 
continues to think 
of Ukraine as an 
integral part of the 
“Russian World” 
(Russkiy Mir), 
which means the 
Kremlin’s long-
term strategic goals 
have not changed: 
A pro-Western 
Ukraine separate 
from Russia is an 
abomination that 
must be stopped.

(Continued on page 19)
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ANALYSIS: Russia’s ‘carrot and stick’ policy on the Ukraine crisis
by Roger McDermott
Eurasia Daily Monitor

Official statements, interviews and com-
ments from some members of the Russian 
government and military top brass on the 
Ukraine crisis denote the use of the “carrot 
and stick” in the Kremlin’s policy. Moscow 
claims, for example, that the Minsk II agree-
ment represents the best way forward, 
while the continual breaches of the 
February ceasefire, tactical skirmishes and 
testing of Ukrainian defenses combined 
with the Russian “snap exercises” and 
rumors of a possible “large-scale” invasion 
show another side to this approach. 

In all these maneuvers, President 
Vladimir Putin maintains escalation domi-
nance, outplays his Western opponents and 
seems to be gaining increasing traction for 
Russian policy within Europe, albeit varied 
in the level of success, ranging from seeking 
deals with economically challenged Greece 
to his high-profile reception at the Vatican.

Mr. Putin has been busy on the interna-
tional diplomatic front, while finding time 
to “rattle” a nuclear saber, causing a ripple 
effect within the North Atlantic Treaty 
Organization (NATO) with the announced 
renewal of 40 intercontinental ballistic mis-
siles (ICBMs) in a show of “nuclear muscle” 
flexing. However, a much softer line has 
emerged from one of his chief lieutenants – 
the head of the presidential administration, 
Sergei Ivanov (Rossiya 1 TV, June 20).

Mr. Ivanov, as a former defense minister 
and sharing Mr. Putin’s Federal Security 
Service (FSB) background in St. Petersburg, 
provided some less antagonistic comments 
during an interview broadcast as part of the 
“Vesti v Subbotu” current affairs program. In 
addition to dismissing the idea of Mr. Putin 
staging an early presidential election to re-
establish his mandate prior to conducting 

deep economic reforms, Mr. Ivanov praised 
Minsk II. According to Mr. Ivanov, the Minsk 
II agreement offered an “ideal way to 
resolve the internal Ukrainian conflict.”

He added, “Russia has been persistently 
urged to exert its influence on the militia, 
but I believe that we have exerted very seri-
ous influence because militia fighters have 
made a fundamental move: they have 
changed their position. At first they had 
voted for independence and now they say: 
‘we are prepared to remain part of Ukraine 
if the Minsk agreements are implement-
ed.’ ” Mr. Ivanov further asserted, “But Kyiv 
has done nothing, so it is not we who 
should exert pressure on the militia, but 
pressure should be exerted on those who, 
to put it diplomatically, have strong influ-
ence on the Kyiv authorities.” 

Although most of Mr. Ivanov’s comments 
featured familiar arguments, he noted a 
new willingness on the part of Washington 
to resolve the crisis “by political means” 
(Rossiya 1 TV, June 20). Mr. Ivanov’s defense 
of Russian policy in Ukraine was certainly 
robust, but appeared to contain a new ele-
ment: holding out the idea of reaching a 
solution that transcends the Normandy for-
mat.

Mr. Ivanov stated that Moscow has con-
sidered ways to widen the membership of 
the Normandy Group, but decided against 
this. Instead, Mr. Ivanov explained that 
Russia has opened a bilateral mechanism 
with the United States that involves direct 
contact between U.S. Assistant Secretary of 
State Victoria Nuland and her Russian 
counterpart, Grigoriy Karasin. Mr. Ivanov 
explained, “Obviously, it [the U.S.] has come 
to the idea to really try to resolve the 
Ukrainian domestic crisis by political 
means. There has been an agreement to 
establish a separate bilateral format – the 
Russian-American channel Karasin-

Nuland” (Interfax, June 20).
This channel has been formed in order 

to try to coordinate actions to resolve the 
situation in Ukraine, and in Mr.  Ivanov’s 
view, the bilateral approach is necessary: 
“Why bilateral? In principle, we could have 
expanded the Normandy format by another 
party, by including the U.S.A. But the 
Normandy format is so fragile right now 
that this step would be risky. So to avoid 
destroying everything, we agreed that we 
would coordinate our activities with regard 
to Ukraine on a bilateral basis.” Indeed, Mr. 
Ivanov linked the opening of this “channel” 
to the visit made to Sochi by Secretary of 
State John Kerry and a realization in 
Washington that the situation in Ukraine is 
spiraling “out of control,” which he placed 
in the context of U.S. meddling elsewhere, 
including Libya and Syria (Interfax, June 
20).

Mr. Ivanov’s comment, which alludes to 
Moscow’s fear of “color revolution,” under-
scores the lack of trust between the U.S. 
and Russia; with the latter seeing this as a 
high risk in Russia’s security. That was con-
firmed by Defense Minister Sergei Shoigu, 
announcing that the Russian Defense 
Ministry intends to launch detailed and 
thorough research of the “color revolution” 
phenomenon, in order to avoid the coun-
try’s experience of Soviet collapse and 
internal crisis in 1991 and 1993. 

Mr. Shoigu’s comments are important not 
least to confirm that the Defense Ministry 
sees a role for its forces in protecting the 
Russian regime and ensuring internal secu-
rity. During the Armiya 2015 exhibition in 
Alabino, Moscow Region, Mr. Shoigu told a 
roundtable session titled “Army and 
Society”: “We do not have the right to repeat 
the situation of the collapse of 1991 and 
1993. That was a different history, but it is 
obvious that we need to deal with a situa-

tion like this. We should understand how to 
stop this and how to bring up our young 
people, so they head on the right path for 
the onward, peaceful, progressive move-
ment of our country.” Mr. Shoigu remarked 
that various forms of “color revolution” 
must be studied, including the Arab Spring, 
Serbia and the “one in front of our eyes” – a 
clear reference to the events in Kyiv in the 
winter of 2013-2014 (Interfax, June 19).

Moreover, Mr. Shoigu’s observations on 
the need to study color revolutions are 
combined with a familiar and ongoing 
motif in Russia’s military and defense pos-
ture: using “snap inspection” military exer-
cises to send strategic messages and also 
intimidate Kyiv. The latest air force- and air 
defense-centered exercises in the Central 
Military District stressed elements such as 
strategic mobility and rehearsing elite 
troop insertion, and these drills witnessed 
artillery units operating alongside mobile 
reconnaissance posts (Rossiyskaya Gazeta, 
June 18; Interfax, June 17). 

Moscow’s underlying message is that 
further escalation of its operations in 
Ukraine is still in the cards, but the U.S.-
Russia diplomatic channel is open in order 
to avoid using this option. Thus, the use of 
the carrot and the stick preserves 
Moscow’s options, sows doubt among 
NATO allies, raises questions about the pur-
pose of the West sending lethal aid to 
Ukraine and helps Mr. Putin to retain the 
initiative. However, perhaps more than in 
recent months, Moscow seems to be hold-
ing open a diplomatic door, and thus the 
shell of Minsk II looks somehow to present 
at least an illusion of hope.

 
The article above is reprinted from 

Eurasia Daily Monitor with permission from 
its publisher, the Jamestown Foundation, 
www.jamestown.org.

Canada’s Sen. Andreychuk elected co-chair
of Ukraine-NATO Interparliamentary Council

Malaysia pushes for U.N. tribunal 
on MH17 downing; Russia balks 

OTTAWA – Raynell Andreychuk, senator 
for Saskatchewan, has been elected as co-
chair of the Ukraine-NATO Interparliamentary 
Council (UNIC) of the NATO Parliamentary 
Assembly.

“I am honored to have been entrusted 
with this responsibility by the NATO 
Parliamentary Association,” said Sen. 
Andreychuk. “Amid growing public support 
for Euro-Atlantic integration within 
Ukrainian society, and as Ukraine continues 
in its development as an independent and 
sovereign democracy, the Ukraine-NATO 
Interparliamentary Council provides a crit-
ical forum for building trust and under-
standing between Ukrainian parliamentari-
ans and their counterparts throughout the 
Atlantic Alliance.”

Sen. Andreychuk and Verkhovna Rada 
First Vice-Chair Andriy Parubiy co-chaired 
UNIC’s most recent meeting on June 8. 

The UNIC co-chairs adopted a statement 
reaffirming parliamentarians’ ongoing sup-
port for Ukraine’s sovereignty and territo-
rial integrity, and underlining the NATO 
Parliamentary Assembly’s solidarity with 
Ukraine and its support for Ukraine’s 
reform process. 

The NATO Parliamentary Assembly is an 
interparliamentary organization that brings 
together legislators from NATO member 
countries to consider security-related 
issues of common interest and concern.

The Ukraine-NATO Inter-parliamentary 
Council (UNIC) was created by the NATO 

Parliamentary Assembly in 1998 to bring 
greater transparency to the implementa-
tion of the NATO–Ukraine Charter and to 
demonstrate parliamentary interest and 
involvement in co-operation between 
NATO and Ukraine. 

Members of UNIC meet twice a year: 
once in Brussels at NATO headquarters and 
once in Kyiv at the Ukrainian Parliament.

Sen. Raynell Andreychuk
Michelle Valberg

RFE/RL 

Malaysia told the United Nations 
Security Council July 2 it plans to push for a 
U.N.-backed tribunal to prosecute those 
suspected of shooting down a passenger 
airliner last year in eastern Ukraine.

The proposal was developed jointly by 
the five nations investigating the crash of 
Malaysia Airlines Flight 17 (designated 
MH17) that killed all 298 passengers in ter-
ritory held by Russian-backed separatists. 

Malaysia’s U.N. Ambassador Ramlan bin 
Ibrahim said a draft statute of the proposed 
international criminal tribunal will be cir-
culated to the 15 Security Council mem-
bers next week, with a vote possible this 
month.

A U.N. court would “provide the highest 
degree of legitimacy for the trial and prose-
cution mechanism for MH17, to ensure that 
the perpetrators are brought to justice,” he 
said.

Dutch Prime Minister Mark Rutte, 
whose country had the greatest number of 
nationals among the victims of the crash, 
said a U.N. tribunal is “the best option to 
prosecute those responsible for the MH17 
disaster, as it is the best chance to get them 
before a court of law.” 

Some diplomats said Russia described 
the proposal as premature and said the 
council should wait for the results of ongo-
ing investigations. Others said Russia did 

not formally object and seemed willing to 
consider the idea.

Russia’s agreement to any U.N. tribunal 
would be essential, since it wields veto 
power over Security Council resolutions.

“Our sense was that all council mem-
bers, including Russia, were open to fur-
ther consider the matter,” said Malaysian 
diplomat Johan Ariff Abdul Razak.

Russia’s U.N. mission declined to com-
ment. Russian leaders have previously 
balked at the idea.

Russian Deputy Foreign Affairs Minister 
Gennadiy Gatilov previously called the pro-
posal “not timely and counterproductive,” 
and said investigations of the matter 
should be completed before any further 
steps are taken.

Russia is engaged in a tense dispute with 
the West over who is responsible. Ukraine 
and Western countries accuse the rebels of 
shooting the plane down with a Russian-
made missile. Russia denies accusations it 
supplied the rebels with SA-11 Buk anti-
aircraft missile systems.

The Netherlands is leading the multina-
tional investigation into the crash. Russia 
objected on July 2 to preliminary findings 
by the investigators that the missile was 
fired by Russian forces or separatists fight-
ing in the area. 

Russian investigators have been looking 
into the crash separately.

(Continued on page 8)
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The UKRAINIAN CATHOLIC UNIVERSITY is in the public phase of its Comprehensive 
Campaign to support the building of a modern campus and the establishment of new 
academic programs. Support Ukraine’s Future! 

FOR MORE INFORMATION call the Ukrainian Catholic Education Foundation at 
1 (800) 599-3671 or visit us at www.ucef.org 

*  Not all will appear in every city  

•   OCT 24, 2015 
Washington DC
Army Navy Country 
Club-Arlington

•  OCT 25, 2015 
Chicago
Ritz-Carlton Hotel

•  OCT 31, 2015 
Syracuse, NY
Sheraton Syracuse 
 University Hotel

•  NOV 1, 2015 
New York City
The Roosevelt Hotel

•  NOV 14, 2015 
Toronto
 Liberty Grand Complex

•  NOV 15, 2015 
Montreal
Centre Mont-Royal

•  NOV 20, 2015 
Calgary
St. Stephen Protomartyr 
Ukrainian Catholic Cultural 
Center
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Invited Speakers and Stars*

Bishop Borys Gudziak
President, Ukrainian 
Catholic University

Fr. Bohdan Prach
Rector, Ukrainian 
Catholic University
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•  Maria Burmaka  
Activist and Musician

•  Chrystia Freeland 
Writer, journalist and  
politician

•  Carl Gershman  
President, National  
Endowment for Democracy

•  Victor Morozov  
Musician

•  Oksana Mukha 
Musician

•  Mikheil Saakashvili 
Governor, Odessa Oblast, 
Ukraine

•  Pavlo Sheremeta 
Director of UCU’s School of 
Public Management

•  Timothy Snyder 
Housum Professor of  
History at Yale University
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UCCA

NEW YORK – On June 29, Ukraine’s 
Constitution Day, the Ukrainian Congress 
Committee of America and the permanent 
representative of Ukraine to the United 
Nations co-hosted an evening reception at 
the Ukrainian Institute of America. The 
event was organized for the U.N. diplomatic 
corps and leaders of the Ukrainian 
American community to commemorate the 
Ukrainian national holiday and showcase 
Ukrainian talent. 

The evening began with opening 
remarks by Yuriy Sergeyev, Ukraine’s 
ambassador to the United Nations. 
Ambassador Sergeyev welcomed the over 
50 ambassadors, and permanent and depu-
ty representatives to the U.N., as well as 
leaders of the Ukrainian American commu-
nity, stating, “Today my country is celebrat-
ing a great national holiday – the Day of the 
Constitution of Ukraine. For 19 years the 
fundamental law has been the legal basis for 
Ukraine’s statehood, development of society 
and strengthening of democracy.”

“During the Revolution of Dignity,” he 
continued, “the citizens came out into the 
streets of Ukraine to protect their constitu-
tional rights against the usurpation of 
power. Today Ukrainians are also defending 
the unshakable values provisioned by the 
fundamental law: independence and terri-
torial integrity of the country that are being 
severely challenged by Russia’s aggression 
against Ukraine.

“While maintaining its key principles 
and provisions, the Constitution as the fun-
damental law must adequately respond to 
the global changes and challenges posed by 
the dynamic historical conditions of today. 
Driven by the desire to bring the living 
standards of Ukrainians [into line with] 
those of the developed European countries, 
we are working hard on improving the pro-
visions of the fundamental law of Ukraine,” 
Ambassador Sergeyev said. “We fully real-
ize that constitutional reform is an objec-
tive necessity aimed guaranteeing the fur-
ther development of our country, its full 
integration into the European community, 
the circle of successful countries of the 
world.”

Speaking on behalf of the Ukrainian 
American community, Tamara Olexy, presi-
dent of the Ukrainian Congress Committee 
of America, stated, “…marking Ukrainian 
Constitution Day is significant, not only to 
contemplate Ukraine’s present-day system 
of government, but also to reflect upon the 
history of democracy in Ukraine.” 

She noted that many people are proba-
bly unaware of “the deep-rooted democrat-
ic ideals that have forged Ukraine as a 
nation – from its very first Constitution 
written in 1710 by Pylyp Orlyk, …a 
Constitution which is acknowledged as the 
first modern European constitution.” The 
main theme of the 1710 Constitution, Ms. 
Olexy pointed out, was complete indepen-
dence for Ukraine; it opened with this poi-
gnant declaration: “Ukraine on both sides 
of the Dnipro River must remain free from 
foreign domination for all time to come.”

Ms. Olexy emphasized that these open-
ing words “continue to be the foundation 
upon which modern-day Ukraine rests,” 
adding, “Unfortunately, after almost 24 
years of renewed independence, Ukraine 
still wrestles with the threat of foreign 
domination, specifically, present-day 
Russian occupation and aggression which 
continues to threaten Ukraine’s indepen-
dence and territorial integrity.” 

Ms. Olexy then introduced the evening’s 
guest speaker, Judge Bohdan Futey, one of 
the consultants to Ukraine’s 1996 

Constitution, who was recently appointed 
by President Petro Poroshenko to serve as 
a  member of  the Constitut ional 
Commission.

Being intimately involved with the con-
stitutional process, Judge Futey touched 
upon Ukraine’s adoption of the 1996 
Constitution, stating that it “addressed the 
concerns of Ukrainians about their national 
interests, the establishment of their state-
hood, as well as the suppression of rights 
by the Soviet Union, and, at the same time 
what kind of social changes a democratic 
future would bring. The Constitution was 
commended by a number of international 
organizations, including the Venice 
Commission, particularly for its guarantee 
of many human rights.”

He continued by providing an overview 
of the constitutional process through the 
current crisis,  stating: “President 
Poroshenko, by decree, has established a 
Constitutional Commission with the man-

UCCA, Ukraine’s ambassador to U.N. co-host event to mark Constitution Day
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At the reception marking Ukraine’s Constitution Day (from left) are: Ambassador 
Matthew Rycroft, permanent representative of the United Kingdom to the U.N.; 
Ambassador Simona-Mirela Miculescu, permanent representative of Romania to the 
U.N.; Ambassador Yuriy Sergeyev, permanent representative of Ukraine to the U.N.; 

and Ambassador Ib Petersen, permanent representative of Denmark to the U.N. (Continued on page 19)
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The Verizon FIOS ad that targeted Ukrainian folk dancing was just the latest 
example of how the Ukrainian community can be mobilized and win – to an extent.

Shame on Verizon for its choice of an ethnic group – in this case Ukrainians – as a 
punch line. (The advertisement has since been replaced with pottery and a nature 
theme.) To be sure, the outcry has been many times louder from other, more popu-
lous, ethnic groups when they were targeted by various media, but the Ukrainians 
prevailed in this instance. The offending advertisement has been removed, albeit 
without an adequate apology from Verizon.

Since the calling, e-mailing and YouTube-ing for Verizon to hear us, the Ukrainian 
community demonstrated that it is watchful and will not tolerate any sort of attack 
on the Ukrainian identity. 

Some have argued that we are taking ourselves too seriously, but where does that 
debate end? Whom can businesses target in their advertising and other practices 
that will supposedly go unnoticed or elicit minimal public response?

The timing of the offensive Verizon advertisement is even more hurtful with 
Russia waging war in Ukraine, as correctly noted by the Embassy of Ukraine in the 
United States. Russian state-owned media constantly belittle the Ukrainian identity 
in their propaganda, and the world does not need more of such hate-speech.

It is the hope of all who attempt to target a particular group of people that public 
opinion remains indifferent, as seems to be the case with Verizon’s actions and 
Russia’s invasion of Ukraine, and especially its annexation of Crimea. Russia is hop-
ing that the international community doesn’t care about what Russia is doing in 
Ukraine, but thankfully, there are those who do care – and speak out.

Though we can never expect a public or formal apology from Russia for any of its 
crimes against the Ukrainian people, we can at least remain hopeful that there will 
be an adequate response from Verizon regarding its denigration of the Ukrainian 
heritage.

Verizon has felt our community’s resolve and has thus far made a very feeble 
attempt at reconciliation. To quote the words issued by its PR department: “…We 
sincerely apologize if the commercial offended you. That was not the intent. …” 

Remain watchful, dear readers, as this Verizon incident is just one more case of a 
company sweeping its responsibility under the rug. Verizon still needs to formally, 
and properly, apologize not only to the Ukrainian community, but also to all ethnic 
groups.

There seems to be a failure to communicate on the part of a company whose busi-
ness is communication.

The Ukrainian Weekly

Five years ago, on July 12, 2010, the multinational peacekeep-
ing naval exercise known as Sea Breeze 2010 began in Ukraine 
and ran until July 23, 2010. The coastal phase of the exercises 
were held at the Shyroky Lan training range in the Mykolayiv 
region. The naval phase took place in the northwestern sector of 
the Black Sea, with a headquarters based in Odesa. 

The goal of the 2010 exercises was a mock anti-piracy operation, with participation 
from 11 other countries (Azerbaijan, Belgium, Germany, Greece, Denmark, Georgia, 
Moldova, Poland, Romania, Sweden and Turkey, with Austria as a military observer) in 
addition to the U.S. and Ukraine.

More than 36 warships and motorboats, as well as 12 aircraft took part in the exercises 
that had interaction among law enforcement agencies of different countries in countering 
terrorism, piracy and the proliferation of weapons of mass destruction, in addition to 
search and rescue operations and monitoring of navigation.

Sea Breeze exercises have been held by the U.S. and Ukraine since 1997 under a memo-
randum of mutual understanding and cooperation in defense and military relations 
between the U.S. Department of Defense and Ukraine’s Ministry of Defense. In 2006 and 
2008, the exercises were disrupted by pro-Russia forces in Feodosia, on the Crimean pen-
insula, and by the Verkhovna Rada of Ukraine, which failed to approve the 2009 exercise. 

The 2014 Sea Breeze exercise included Canada, France, Spain, Romania, Turkey and 
Bulgaria, in addition to Ukraine and the U.S. During the exercises, Russian warplanes 
attempted to provoke a Canadian warship – the HMCS Toronto – after circling the ship 
multiple times.

Bulgaria is hosting the Exercise Breeze 2015, which ran from July 3 to 12, with a focus 
on a crisis response scenario, building interoperability through practice with the host 
nation and the invited nations, as well as NATO units. The event was sponsored by the 
Bulgarian Navy and included 30 military and auxiliary ships and boats as well as a Turkish 
submarine. Numerous air assets, including helicopters from the Bulgarian Air Force also 
are taking part. Participant nations include Romania, Greece, Turkey, Bulgaria and the 
United States, as well as NATO’s Maritime Group 1 and NATO’s Mine Countermeasures 
Group 2.

July
12
2010

Turning the pages back...

by Paul Goble

The declaration by the Russian Procuracy 
General that the transfer of Crimea from the 
Russian SFSR to the Ukrainian SSR in 1954 
was unconstitutional has no standing in 
international law not only because any such 
decision is the province of the Constitutional 
Court but also because it concerns the 
actions of a state, the USSR, that no longer 
exists.

But that does not mean it isn’t dangerous, 
according to historian Boris Sokolov, because 
at least in the Russian capital today – and 
among “useful idiots” in the West – it creates 
a dangerous precedent that Vladimir Putin 
might use to destabilize the entire post-Sovi-
et space as well as adjoining territories 
(grani.ru/opinion/sokolov/ m.242379.html).

Some parts of the procuracy general’s 
“decision” are simply laughable as, for exam-
ple, its claim that even after the transfer of 
Crimea, “Sevastopol retained the status of a 
city of all-union subordination” is simply not 
true, Mr. Sokolov says, as anyone can learn by 
consulting the Bolshaya Sovietskaya 
Entsiklopediya.

But what is most disturbing, Mr. Sokolov 
says, is that republic borders were changed 
frequently during Soviet times. (For a listing 
and discussion of the most important of 
these, see Paul Goble, “Can Republic Borders 
Be Changed?” RFE/RL Report on the USSR, 
September 28, 1990.) 

The Ukrainian SSR and the RSFSR 
exchanged territory several times in addition 
to the Crimean transfer. If the Russian procu-
rator general’s ruling were recognized as 
legitimate, that would raise questions about 
all the others because “the decision” is cast in 
general terms rather than limited to the spe-
cific case.

 “In exactly the same way,” Mr. Sokolov 
continues, “one would have to recognize as 
illegal practically all the changes of the terri-

tories of the union republics carried out in 
Soviet times” because in almost all cases they 
were decided upon and implemented in the 
same way as the 1954 transfer of Crimea 
from the RSFSR to Ukraine.

But it could have even broader implica-
tions. If Mr. Putin required it, Mr. Sokolov sug-
gests, the procurator general would likely 
declare the 1867 sale of Alaska to the United 
States illegal as well as the 1954 accord in 
which Iran agreed to give up claims to a por-
tion of Turkmenistan in perpetuity.

Indeed, the Moscow historian says, “the 
application of the principles used by the 
Procuracy General of Russia in the decision 
on Crimea to other legal acts connected with 
the change of borders among the union 
republics could lead to real geographic chaos 
in the post-Soviet space.”

Now that a deputy from the ruling United 
Russia party has appealed to the Procurator 
General’s Office for a ruling on the recognition 
of Baltic independence by the State Council of 
the USSR in 1991, things could get truly dan-
gerous, Mr. Sokolov says. “If it is needed, the 
Procuracy General at a necessary moment will 
declare the State Council an illegitimate organ 
and that means the recognition of the inde-
pendence of the Baltic states would be con-
sidered illegal.”

Should that happen, “the Kremlin would 
obtain a pretext to meet the desires of the 
Russian-speaking population and begin a 
hybrid war against Latvia or Estonia,” Mr. 
Sokolov points out.

Such declarations are mostly for internal 
consumption; “however, they are addressed 
also to ‘useful idiots’ in the West who will 
affirm that since the Soviet Union was dis-
solved in a not completely legal fashion, 
Putin’s policy has its reasons.” They could 
become the basis “for new Russian aggres-
sion not only against Ukraine but also 
against other post-Soviet states,” the histori-
an warns.

by Paul Goble

Many Ukrainians and their supporters 
abroad talk about the possibility of the 
peaceful return of Crimea to Ukrainian con-
trol at some point in the future, but such talk, 
while possibly understandable, ignores the 
fact that Moscow is changing Crimea so dra-
matically that there will soon be no Crimea 
to return, according to Petro Oleshchuk.

In Novoye Vremya on June 1, the Kyiv polit-
ical scientist says that he understands perfect-
ly well how “catastrophic” any attempt at a 
military return of Crimea would be. But he 
argues that “to lie about ‘a peaceful path’ is 
simply irresponsible with regard to 
Ukrainians. There is no ‘peaceful path’ ” (nv.

ua/opinion/oleschuk/skoro-krym-stanet-
sovershenno-drugim-51365.html).

It is, of course, possible to speak about 
Russia’s occupation of Crimea de facto while 
refusing to recognize it de jure. “Apparently, 
there is now no other way. But why sow in 
society false hopes and not prepare it for a 
struggle,” especially given what the Russian 
occupation authorities are doing to trans-
form the Ukrainian peninsula into something 
else, he says.

Mr. Oleshchuk makes five points in this 
regard.

First, he points out, “Russia is completely 
changing the composition of the population. 
Mass shifts are taking place already now. 
After a certain time, Crimea will be complete-
ly different demographically. And there will 
not be an ounce of Ukrainian in it.”

Second, he argues, the imposition of anti-
Ukrainian attitudes “after a few years will 
yield a generation which it would be impossi-
ble to reintegrate into Ukrainian society.” 

Third, “as a democratic state, Ukraine 
cannot solve its problems by deportations. 
But it also will not be able to integrate such 
an enclave.”

Fourth, “every day, the development of 

Moscow’s nullification of 1954 transfer 
of Crimea to Ukraine a dangerous precedent

There will soon be no Crimea
to return to, says commentator

(Continued on page 19)

Can you hear us now?

The Ukrainian Weekly welcomes letters to the editor and commentaries on a 
variety of topics of concern to the Ukrainian American and Ukrainian Canadian 
communities, as well as the Ukrainian diaspora. Opinions expressed by colum-
nists, commentators and letter-writers are their own and do not necessarily 
reflect the opinions of either The Weekly editorial staff or its publisher, the 
Ukrainian National Association.

 WINDOW ON EURASIA

Paul Goble is a long-time specialist on 
ethnic and religious questions in Eurasia 
who has served in various capacities in the 
U.S. State Department, the Central 
Intelligence Agency and the International 
Broadcasting Bureau, as well as at the Voice 
of America and Radio Free Europe/Radio 
Liberty and the Carnegie Endowment for 
International Peace. Mr. Goble writes a blog 
called “Window on Eurasia” (http://windo-
woneurasia2.blogspot.com/). The article 
above is reprinted with permission. (Continued on page 19)
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The recent flap over Confederate flags 
reminds us of the continuing importance of 
the “merely” symbolic. While pennants, 
banners and flags have a long European 
tradition as symbols that many would die 
for, in today’s world Americans seem 
uniquely attached to them. My landlady in 
North Cambridge, Mass. – the “North” is 
significant – used to hang the American flag 
in front of her house every summer from 
Memorial Day to Labor Day, while her son 
displayed a sticker on his pick-up truck 
reading “The American flag – fly it, don’t fry 
it.” This was evidently a reference to the 
long-haired leftists at the other end of town 
who expressed their opposition to the 
Vietnam war by burning the Stars and 
Stripes.

Actually, I find such attention to symbol-
ism to be one of the more admirable quali-
ties of the American. For though I am an 
American by birth and citizenship, I often 
find myself looking at my country from a 
distance. Call it an out-of-nation experi-
ence. Moreover, I sometimes wonder how 
prospective Ukrainian immigrants had 
imagined America, how it looked to them 
when they arrived, what it was really like 
then, and what it has become today. These 
are, of course, four different things.

For post-war immigrants like my par-
ents – as for many today – there was simply 
nowhere else to go. The U.S. promised not 
only economic opportunity, but – impor-
tantly for political refugees – freedom and 
legality. Moreover, Americans were likeable 
people – friendly, generous, honest, hard-
working and optimistic – though some-
times astoundingly naive. Of course, there 
were exceptions. Some New Englanders 
shunned newcomers – those arrived since 
the Mayflower.

It had been different for my great-uncle, 
who arrived in 1906 at the age of 17. 
Looking for work in New York City, he soon 
ran out of money and food. As he recount-
ed many years later, he considered suicide. 
I thought he was exaggerating. But recently, 
perusing newspapers from those years, I 
discovered that suicide was fairly common 
among the destitute. After all, this was 
before welfare and unemployment insur-
ance. My great-uncle recited this aphorism 
in his Galician country dialect: “Ameryka 
zlotyi krai, ne mash hroshi – to zdykhai” 
(America is a golden land: if you don’t have 
money, you can drop dead). He became a 
baker; bakers always have bread.

America has mellowed since then. But 
the law of the marketplace still prevails 
over my parents’ Old World ethics. Even 
this Connecticut Yankee finds the pervasive 
commercialism annoying. Someone is 
always trying to sell you something. If the 
English, to Napoleon, were a nation of 
shopkeepers, the Americans are a nation of 
salesmen. Suspicion of commercial motives 
can vitiate friendship. Commerce, it seems, 
has subsumed everything: education, cul-
ture, the professions, the churches. My 
grandfather joked that the American 
national costume is the business suit. “The 
chief business of the American people is 
business,” said Calvin Coolidge in 1925 – 
though he also pointed out that wealth 
should be a means, not an end. As 
Europeans have long observed, commerce 
has shaped American manners: vulgar, 
aggressive, loud. And in our time, as our 

moral sense has begun to atrophy, our 
pragmatism has degenerated into a mind-
less materialism, while our spirit of adven-
ture has descended to a despicable appe-
tite for violence.

It’s silly, however, to condemn American 
capitalism. Its innumerable benefits are 
evident in our everyday lives, starting with 
the computer on which I am writing this 
article. It has put America in the forefront 
of scientific and technological innovation, 
and it has brought material well-being to 
millions. 

Yet some maintain that global capitalism 
has kept other millions in poverty, while 
eroding culture and religion. And in its cur-
rent form it entails enormous waste of nat-
ural resources. Some of this stems from 
Americans’ exaggerated individualism: try 
to wean us away from the gasoline-pow-
ered automobile, a particularly energy-
inefficient mode of transportation. And is it 
the historical memory of the Holodomor, or 
just my family’s European notions of thrift, 
that sparks outrage when I see Americans 
throwing away food? This is also an ecolog-
ical issue: unless we move from our throw-
away economy to a circular one, in which 
we account for every natural resource that 
we use, we will remain complicit in the 
devastation of the environment and the 
resultant human poverty and suffering. 

The usual American response to such 
arguments is an appeal to individual free-
dom. But freedom is of necessity limited; 
otherwise, it contradicts itself. If you “do 
whatever you want,” you may prevent your 
neighbor (wherever on the globe he may 
live) from doing what he must in order to 
survive. It is a false freedom that feeds off the 
servitude of others. In other words, you can-
not separate freedom from responsibility. 

Speaking of responsibility, is America 
responsible for Ukraine? Many have doubts. 
“Realists” and some conservatives argue 
that this is not a core American concern. 
Others advance the opposite argument: 
America is all too interested in Ukraine, 
which it will exploit for profit while continu-
ing its geopolitical expansion. This puts our 
U.S. diaspora in an awkward position, since 
we cannot shake the suspicion that we are 
really pushing American, and not Ukrainian, 
interests. Neither position allows for the 
possibility that Americans can be motivated 
by ethical concerns. In this view, our 
European interventions in two world wars, 
our struggles against Nazism and 
Communism, and for that matter our 
unwavering support of an embattled Israel, 
were just matters of self-interest.

Perhaps. But today, when the world 
faces an irresponsible regime engaged in 
deadly unprovoked attacks on a neighbor-
ing people, can America really avoid a 
moral judgment? Where is the old 
Protestant ethic which, however flawed or 
inconsistent, motivated Abraham Lincoln, 
Woodrow Wilson and Franklin D. 
Roosevelt? “The sovereignty of the land is 
perpetuated in righteousness,” runs the 
motto of the State of Hawaii. Maybe we 
should federalize this dictum. The real U.S. 
“interest” in Ukraine is not about power or 
money. It is about right and wrong. On this, 
true patriots do not waver.

Flag-wavers. Flagging waverers

Andrew Sorokowski can be reached at 
andrewsorokowski@gmail.com.

Dear Editor:

No, Mr. Andrij Dobriansky, I don’t believe 
you can call the Ukrainian Congress 
Committee of America “the nation’s oldest 
unifying assembly of Ukrainians and 
Ukrainian organizations,” as you did in your 
“Ukraine Matters” column titled “The UCCA 
at 75” (June 14).

You are identified as an “executive board 
member and media spokesman for the 
Ukrainian Congress Committee.” As such, 
take it from this codger with 65 years’ 
experience writing for Ukrainian media: 
you should do some homework to continue 
as media spokesman for the UCCA.

Recently the UCCA marked its 75th anni-
versary in Washington. I wasn’t there, but I 
read carefully Yaro Bihun’s story about it in 
The Weekly of May 31. There were very 
few people (as Mr. Bihun’s photos clearly 
show – I counted about 40) and there were 
few boldface names among the invited 
elected officials. Some Congress members 
sent their staffers, and that, in Washington, 
is not a good sign.

Seventy-five years of the UCCA, and 
hardly anyone noticed! Ask yourself: Why? 

And for your homework as media 
spokesman I suggest you delve into the 
Svoboda archives, now available on your 
computer in digital format. Start with issue 
No. 24 of February 6, 1981, with the first 
article by the paper’s editor-in-chief at the 
time, Anthony Dragan, on page 2, and keep 
reading the following issues, until issue No. 
32, all on page 2, which concludes the his-

toric article by Borys Andriyevsky about 
the causes of fractures in Ukrainian com-
munity life. Mr. Dragan had kept the article 
in his drawer for 25 years after convincing 
Dr. Andriyevsky to hold the publication. He 
finally published it in 1981 after the 13th 
Congress of UCCA. It is fascinating even 
now, nearly 60 years after it was written. 

This material is all in Ukrainian. In 
English you could look into Myron 
Kuropas’s new book, “Lesia and I,” which I 
happened to review in the May 17 issue of 
The Weekly. Read there about the odious 
13th Congress of the UCCA, and you would 
see why you couldn’t write, as you did in 
your column: “Since 1940, 20 further con-
gresses have come together quadrennially, 
…finding common ground across a politi-
cally and geographically diverse communi-
ty.” Some did, some didn’t.

Now in 2015, the UCCA’s 75th birthday, 
the event did not stir Washington. Compare 
it to the luncheon marking five years of 
Ukraine’s independence in 1996: a large 
congressional room filled to capacity, five 
senators and about a dozen representa-
tives addressed the crowd.

A day after the quiet UCCA anniversary 
event, in McLean, Va., just 10 miles from 
the White House, Iranian Americans held a 
fund-raising dinner in a private house to 
support warming relations between the 
U.S. and Iran. They collected $100,000. It 
was a big story in The Washington Post.

Before your time, the UCCA maintained a 
Ukrainian National Fund that brought in 
many dollars every year, and the amounts 
were always reported in the Ukrainian news 
media. I haven’t seen these reports lately.

R. L. Chomiak
Washington

Seventy-five years
of the UCCA

At Pavlo’s Taste of Ukraine (from left) are: Collin McLaughlin, Stefan Kozak, Victor 
Kecala, Maria Kecala, Natalia Kecala, Sophia Kecala, Natalia Hyk Kozak, Alexander 

Kozak and chef Pavlo Makolonda.

Dear Editor:

We (subscribers) recently went to 
Denver for Natalia Kecala’s graduation 
from University of Denver, where she 
earned a master’s degree in forensic psy-
chology. 

As part of the plans, goal No. 1 was to 
visit and enjoy Pavlo’s Taste of Ukraine, 
which we read about in a recent edition of 
The Ukrainian Weekly. It was well worth 

the trip – Pavlo Makolondra is a most 
pleasant and courteous proprietor. His fian-
cée took the order, and together they pro-
duced an excellent meal of our favorite 
foods for us eight – plus excellent beer from 
the 38 State microbrewery, which was the 
serving site for that day. Pavlo recounted 
tales from Lviv, handed down by his grand-
parents and familiar to us from our five 
trips to see cousin Marta in Lviv. 

If we’re ever back in the Denver area, on 
a trip from our home in Springfield, Ill., 
Pavlo’s will be high on the agenda!

Stefan Kozak, M.D.
Springfield, Ill.

Pavlo’s food truck
well worth the trip

 LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
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ing public resentment, the president’s new 
attempts at candor didn’t impress every-
one.

“When Petro Oleksiiovych reported 
before the public, I said in Parliament that 
people indeed like emotional speeches but 
they didn’t hear anything concrete along 
the lines of ‘I promised this and did it, I 
didn’t do that, here’s why and when I’ll do 
it’,” Serhii Taruta, a Donbas oligarch and for-
mer oblast administration head, told the 
gazeta.ua news site.

R e g a r d i n g  C r i m e a ,  P r e s i d e n t 
Poroshenko has repeatedly vowed that the 
peninsula would be returned to Ukrainian 
government control. Whether he said this 
out of a need to demonstrate the govern-
ment’s firm resolve on the matter, or to sat-
isfy the Western powers outraged by 
Russia’s illegal annexation, it’s apparent 
that Crimea won’t be under Ukrainian con-
trol for at least the next few years.

Indeed on June 5, Mr. Poroshenko con-
firmed that his government won’t be able 
to return Crimea to Ukrainian control for at 
least a year. He was responding to a report-
er who asked him why he hadn’t men-
tioned that goal in his address to 
Parliament the prior day.

“If I didn’t pause in detail on the prob-
lems of returning Crimea, that only means 
that this task is excessively complicated and 
exceeded the timeframe of the address. The 
address’s horizon for planning is 12 
months,” he said, while insisting, “Crimea 
remains our top priority.” 

At the same time, he acknowledged the 
government has yet to prepare a strategy 
for returning Crimea – a document that he 
said is still being preparing by the National 
Security and Defense Council and “will be 
presented in the nearest future.” [As of the 
writing of this story, July 9, the strategy had 
yet to be presented.]

The government has also yet to impose 
sanctions against Russian citizens and legal 
entities for Crimea’s annexation. The list of 
sanctions has been submitted to the 
Cabinet of Ministers, he said, and applies to 
those who arranged the illegal referendum 
to support the annexation, as well as those 
acting to prevent aircraft and ships from 
landing in Crimea.

Meanwhile, government lawyers have 
prepared a package of complaints that will 
be filed for maritime arbitration at the 
International Criminal Court in The Hague, 
he said. Earlier, he vowed to sue the Russian 
government for economic damage inflicted 
on Ukraine as a result of the annexation.

Economically, Ukrainian goods are enter-

ing Crimea as contraband, which political 
observers said is among the factors that 
have deterred a Russian attempt to create a 
land bridge across the Zaporizhia and 
Kherson oblasts.

The Ukrainian government has stopped 
supplying water to Crimea, where some 
regions have only enough for drinking pur-
poses, undermining this year’s farming sea-
son, reported the news.allcrimea.net news 
site. The government is still supplying elec-
tricity, but it has raised rates for Crimea, 
reported the Energy Ministry.

As his biggest success, Mr. Poroshenko 
pointed out to Parliament that the govern-
ment succeeded in undermining the 
Russian government’s attempts to create a 
separatist Novorossiya state, encompassing 
the eight oblasts of southeastern Ukraine. 

It was the project’s authors and promot-
ers themselves who “put a giant grave-
stone” on Novorossiya, Mr. Poroshenko told 
Parliament. His press service had reported 
a week earlier that this was the biggest vic-
tory of the first year of his presidency. 

“The Kremlin was counting on the bacilli 
planted by Russian intelligence services to 
provoke an epidemic of separatism in the 
eastern and southern oblasts, but that idea 
didn’t find support anywhere, including the 
Donbas,” he told the Verkhovna Rada. “Even 
in the temporarily occupied districts of the 
Donetsk and Luhansk oblasts, the separat-
ists are being kept in power only thanks to 
Russian bayonets.”

The war in the Donbas, which includes 
parts of the Donetsk and Luhansk oblasts, 
has resulted in the deaths of 1,700 
Ukrainian soldiers and 6,400 civilians since 
it began in April 2014, the president said. “I 
can’t not share that this was the hardest 
thing for me personally during the first year 
of my presidency,” Mr. Poroshenko said. “I 
wouldn’t wish the pain I endured on even 
the fiercest of my enemies.” 

The president’s strategy in resolving the 
war is based on upholding the Minsk II 
peace accords signed in February – a docu-
ment that is widely acknowledged as a fail-
ure as the Russian-backed terrorists contin-
ue to use heavy artillery to fire on 
Ukrainian targets on a daily basis.

At least 400 people have died in the 
Donbas since the signing of Minsk II, the 
under-secretary general for political affairs 
at the United Nations, Jeffrey Feltman, 
reported on June 5.

Ukraine’s volunteer battalions, led by the 
Right Sector coalition of nationalist forces, 
held a demonstration outside the 
Parliament and Cabinet buildings on July 3, 
calling upon the government to abandon 
the Minsk II accords and conduct a military 
offensive to retake control of the Donbas.

Yet the president indicated in his parlia-
mentary address he has no interest in going 
on the offensive, insisting that Ukraine’s 
armed forces simply don’t have the ability 
to challenge the Russian-backed forces. The 
U.S. government confirmed as early as 
February that the Russian-backed terrorists 
have more armaments than some NATO 
member states.

“Despite the success in creating the 
armed forces, it’s necessary to recognize, 
that although we are at least equipped dif-
ferently than a year ago, it’s still the mini-
mal level of the state’s defense capability,” 
he explained.

These claims have been dismissed by 
volunteer battalion commanders, such as 
Mykola Kokhanivskyi of OUN, who insist 
they can defeat the terrorists and have 
repeatedly insisted the Minsk accords are a 
betrayal of Ukrainian national interests in 
holding them back from engaging in a mili-
tary offensive.

Meanwhile, the Ukrainian government 
won’t renew official economic ties and 
social payments as part of its current par-
tial blockade of the occupied territories of 

the Donbas until significant progress is 
made in achieving peace, Mr. Poroshenko 
told Parliament. Above all, that consists of 
restoring full control over the border with 
Russia and the removal of Russia forces, he 
said.

Otherwise, the residents of the occupied 
territory have no right to complain about 
the controls established along the conflict 
line, given that they can travel to Ukrainian-
held territory to receive their pensions and 
humanitarian aid, which are “maximally 
accessible.” 

“As an inalienable part of Ukraine, the 
Donbas is ready to be helped by not only us, 
but all our foreign friends,” he told 
Parliament. “But they’ll invest money in 
renewed infrastructure only when they are 
convinced that everything built today won’t 
be ruined by a full-scale Russian invasion 
tomorrow. The Donbas would have already 
forgotten about that war as a bad dream if 
Moscow would have wanted peace as much 
as Kyiv.”

This policy has also drawn criticism 
from those arguing that traveling outside 
the occupied territory for social payments 
isn’t as easy as the president claims.

Meanwhile, the checkpoints restricting 
trade merely feeds the trade in contraband 
that enriches a few intermediaries, who get 
to charge higher prices, at the expense of 
the general public.

“If there’s a war with Russia, then the 
people on the occupied territory are hos-
tages,” Mr. Taruta told gazeta.ua. “And if 
they’re hostages, then the job of all the 
institutions of Ukrainian government is to 
help them to the fullest extent.”

Politicians aligned with Mr. Poroshenko, 
such as Yurii Lutsenko, head of the 
Poroshenko Bloc’s parliamentary faction, 
have even proposed imposing a full eco-
nomic blockade on the Donbas region, 
which is drawing fiercer opposition.

“People brought to starvation and zom-
bified by information will lose all trust in 
the Ukrainian government and will think 
that it wants to destroy them,” Mr. Taruta 
told the gordonua.com news site in an 
interview published on July 1. “Then the 
single source of income will be serving the 
terrorists, and there can be 300,000 to 
400,000 such fighters. Russia will give them 
arms and ammunition to fight against 
Ukrainian soldiers – using other Ukrainian 
hands – and destroy other parts of our ter-
ritory.”

 The Ukrainian government will never 
allow a referendum on whether the occu-
pied territories should separate from 
Ukraine, Mr. Poroshenko said. What he 
would consider is a national referendum to 
determine the form of self-governance that 
the occupied territories would have as part 
of the Ukrainian state.

Yet the Russian-backed terrorists said 
they aren’t interested in either referendum, 
having adopted the Russian government’s 
recently reversed policy of wanting to 
remain within the Ukrainian state rather 
than separating.

A little less than a month after the presi-
dent’s address to Parliament, the Donetsk 
People’s Republic set elections for local 
government seats on October 18, drawing 
condemnation from Mr. Poroshenko as 
“exceptionally irresponsible and having 
ruinous consequences for the process of 
de-escalating tensions.” In doing so, DPR 
leaders blamed Mr. Poroshenko for not con-
sulting them in preparing his bill that set 
specific conditions for elections in the occu-
pied territories.

The leaders of the Luhansk People’s 
Republic were unfazed by those comments, 
setting their elections for November 1. 

In the meantime, the government is fully 
complying with the Minsk II accords signed 
in February, a fact the world has observed, 
the president insisted.

“Even before using arms in Maryinka, we 
informed the OSCE [Organization for 
Security and Cooperation in Europe] and 
our partners, held a press conference, con-
tacted the Joint Center for Coordination and 
Monitoring, and only after all that did we 
bring our arms into Maryinka,” he told the 
press conference, referring to the most 
recent flare-up in the war in early June.

 The Russian government is also 
attempting to destabilize Ukraine by 
fomenting domestic opposition move-
ments, such as a “third maidan.”

“Russian aggression is striking at the 
quality of life of Ukrainians, exhausting the 
economy, and the enemy isn’t hiding its 
plans to convert the dissatisfaction of tired 
and exhausted Ukrainians into destabilizing 
the situation in our country,” the president 
noted. 

Mr. Poroshenko acknowledged poor con-
ditions at the Desna training base about 47 
miles outside Kyiv, but said contributions 
from the wealthy are being used to improve 
them.

At the same time, he insisted at his June 
5 press conference that the conditions in 
the army aren’t as bad as they’re being por-
trayed in the mass media. “Please, don’t 
paint a horrible picture,” he said. “Let’s 
improve the situation together. The situa-
tion isn’t horrible there, and it’s improving 
every day.”

As an example, he cited the Yavoriv train-
ing base in the Lviv Oblast, where Ukrainian 
soldiers eat the same quality of food as their 
American instructors. Beforehand, Mr. 
Poroshenko said, a Ukrainian soldier’s meal 
was valued at 77 cents, while an American’s 
meal was $22.

Mr. Poroshenko acknowledged ongoing 
corruption at the checkpoints to the occu-
pied territories, but insisted there were 
efforts to combat it, pointing to dismissals 
of corrupt border officials.

Ukraine’s armed forces must remain on 
guard for a possible full-scale Russian inva-
sion of Ukrainian territory, the president 
said. A “colossal threat” also remains of 
wide-scale fighting conducted by Russian-
backed forces, which currently include 14 
battalion-tactical groups with more than 
9,000 soldiers on Ukrainian territory.

At the same time, he stressed his policy 
of not imposing martial law, which would 
allow for forbidding elections, censoring the 
press, restricting movement, imposing cur-
fews and calling a national military draft.

“We cherish our democracy because we 
believe in it and because it’s our value,” he 
told Parliament. “Ukraine can exist only as a 
democracy, otherwise we’re gone. An 
authoritarian Ukraine won’t have the 
world’s support and will lose one of the key 
distinctions from Russia and will become its 
booty.”

As for NATO, Mr. Poroshenko was entire-
ly sober in his assessment to Parliament 
that many member states “aren’t leaning 
right now to open the doors.”

“That’s the truth that I have to tell the 
country now finally, without diplomatic 
vagaries,” he said. “Honored deputies, we 
don’t intend to look to Moscow on this 
issue. We will approach it strictly from the 
position of the Ukrainian people. But ignor-
ing the opinion of our [Western] partners 
will be very complicated.”

The Ukrainian government in 2014 can-
celed its non-military bloc status imposed 
by Viktor Yanukovych and in May of this 
year approved a national security strategy 
document “that sets as its goal membership 
in NATO,” he said.

“All that we intend to do in the defense 
sphere will be unified under NATO stan-
dards,” he noted. “And our task is the full 
achievement of all necessary criteria for 
admission, which, by the way, coincides to a 
large extent with the criteria for EU admis-
sion.”

(Continued from page 1)

Poroshenko cites...

New Zealand’s U.N. Ambassador 
Gerard van Bohemen, who is presi-
dent of the Security Council this 
month, said considering the differenc-
es between the West and Russia, “I 
expect that issue to be the subject of 
quite intensive consultations in the 
course of the coming months.”

With reporting by Reuters and 
Agence France-Presse.

Copyright 2015, RFE/RL Inc. 
Reprinted with the permission of Radio 
Free Europe/Radio Liberty, 1201 
Connecticut Ave. NW, Washington DC 
20036; www.rferl.org (see http://
www.rferl .org/content/russia-
ukraine-mh17-downing-un-tribunal-
proposed/27107362.html).

(Continued from page 3)

Malaysia pushes...
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by Yana Sedova
Special to The Ukrainian Weekly

SHCHASTIA, Ukraine – Grigory Maximets, a medic of the 
Aidar volunteer battalion of the armed forces of Ukraine, 
was the first to inform the public about the capture of two 
Russian reconnaissance officers on May 16 in Shchastia, a 
town near the conflict line in the Luhansk Oblast. 

When being examined by Mr. Maximets, the soldiers 
revealed themselves to be Yevgeny Yerofeyev and 
Aleksandr Aleksandrov from the 3rd Special Forces 
Brigade of the Main Reconnaissance Administration of the 
Russian Joint Staff, based in the city of Tolyatti in central 
Russia. 

 After Mr. Maximets took their x-rays, Ukrainian military 
officers questioned the soldiers and released video on the 
Internet on May 17 to confirm the activity of Russian mili-
tary on Ukrainian territory. Capt. Yerofeyev and Sgt. 
Aleksandrov said their battalion of 200 soldiers arrived in 
Ukraine on March 26 and was based in Luhansk, a city 
with a pre-war population of 424,000 that is occupied by 
the Russian-backed terrorists. 

In response to their claims, the Russian government 
said both soldiers were dismissed from service, which they 
denied was the case. Meanwhile, Sgt. Aleksandrov’s wife 
told Russian television she didn’t know where her husband 
was, even after he was shown on television as a prisoner 
being held in Kyiv.

Since their capture, both men have been charged with 
terrorism-related crimes. One is in a Kyiv hospital, while 
the other is incarcerated in pre-trial detention, Vitalii 
Naida, the head of the counter-reconnaissance department 
of the Security Service of Ukraine (SBU), said on June 17.

In an interview conducted in late May in Shchastia, Mr. 
Maximets told The Ukrainian Weekly why he decided to 
publish the photos and news about the soldiers’ capture on 
his Facebook page on the afternoon of May 17, hours 
before the video of their questioning was released, without 
consulting with officers of the armed forces of Ukraine.

Under constant bombardment by the Russian-backed 
terrorists, the Ukrainian forces based in Shchastia – a town 
with a pre-war population of about 13,000 – engage in 
daily gun fights with their reconnaissance and sabotage 
units. In one of many morbidly ironic aspects of the war, 
Shchastia means “good fortune” in Ukrainian.

(The interview was conducted by Yana Sedova, who also 
translated it into English; the text was edited by Zenon 
Zawada.)

* * * 
 How did you find out that two Russian soldiers 

were captured in Shchastia?
For many months, I had been working in the local hospi-

tal with a group of medics of the Aidar battalion. This hap-
pened on the afternoon of May 16. A Ukrainian soldier, 
Vadym Pugachev of the 92nd Brigade of the Ukrainian 
armed forces, was brought to the city hospital. Pugachev 

was in a coma. We attempted resuscitation, but after 30 
minutes we had to report that he died from six bullet 
wounds. Right after we reported his death, two more 
wounded soldiers were brought to the hospital.

At first I didn’t even know that they were Russian sol-
diers. I was working as a radiologist and saw the first guy, 
Yevgeny Yerofeyev. The main bone of his upper right arm 
was broken. We have to record all the patients, which is 
why I asked his name. He answered and added that he was 
a soldier of the Russian Special Forces. He also said that 
their military unit was based in Tolyatti and that he lives in 
Samara, which is close by. Yerofeyev also said their military 
subunit came to Luhansk in March. 

On that day, he said the troops of their unit came to 
Shchastia in order to confirm whether Aidar left the ther-
moelectric power station that it was supposed to be guard-
ing. Their mission was to check this information. Truly, it 
was the boys from the 92nd Brigade, also based in 
Shchastia, who waged a battle with Russians and captured 
them. Vadym Pugachev was among them. The Aidar guys 
heard the shooting and joined the group from the 92nd 
Brigade, who had already captured Yerofeyev. It was 
Yerofeyev who told them there was one more wounded 
Russian. The Ukrainians started to look for the second 
wounded man and found Aleksandrov, not far from where 
the battle took place. 

Why did Yerofeyev decide to tell you his story?
As far as I understood, after their capture the Russians 

started to shout that they are Russian soldiers because 
they didn’t want to be shot dead right there, right at that 
moment.

So if someone discloses that he is a Russian soldier, 
does that guarantee him life?

I do not know, but they presented themselves as being 
from the special forces brigade of the reconnaissance divi-
sion. Not mercenaries, not fighters.

What did they say when you provided them with 
first aid?

They were in shock from severe bullet wounds. 
Yerofeyev’s main bone was broken; Aleksandr 
Aleksandrov, whom I later took to the operating room, had 
a broken left femur. I didn’t have time for chatting with 
them. I just performed x-rays, and they were taken away. 
When we took them to the surgery room, they asked not to 
be anesthesized. The reaction of all Russian soldiers is sim-
ilar regarding this surgery. They literally ask the same 
question, “You won’t cut something from my body, will 
you?” 

I wondered why they say so and who told them that we 
would cut their organs. They all answer the same: that 
Russian commanders said Ukrainian medics from the so-
called punitive battalions normally cut out internal organs. 
The separatists call the soldiers from the volunteer battal-
ions “punishers.”

Did you ever meet Russian captives before?
I first met a few of them last year at the end of August, 

when we were leaving the Luhansk airport. We put several 
Russians in our medic car and removed them from being 
surrounded. I know for sure that there was one paratroop-
er. When we were in a safe place, the Security Service of 
Ukraine took these Russians, and I never saw them or 
heard about them again. 

In the winter here in Shchastia, I also saw two Russian 
captives, one of whom had shrapnel wounds to his chest. 
He had a collapsed lung but was conscious. We provided 
him with first aid, but when we put him on a table in the 
operating room and the anesthesiologist came, the Russian 
guy asked, “Will you cut something out of me?”

So yes, I had seen Russian captives before. I check the 
news on the Internet all the time, but never saw news 
about them, though I think we must shout about each case 
because they are real proof of the presence of Russian sol-
diers in Ukraine.

Did you see just a few Russian captives, or were 
there many of them during the last year in the Anti-
Terrorist Operation (ATO) zone?

I personally saw four of them. I often speak with 
Russian citizens via social networks. They seem reason-
able, but keep saying, “Where did you see Russian troops in 
Ukraine? Prove it!” In my view, we must show them. I 
heard that last year a few Russian paratroopers were cap-
tured. [Editor’s note: Captured in August in the Donetsk 
Oblast, the Russian soldiers claimed they were lost and 
had no idea that they had entered Ukrainian territory.] 
Then our President Petro Poroshenko showed their pass-
ports when going abroad. [Editor’s note – Mr. Poroshenko 
displayed these items when attending a meeting in Munich 
in February.] 

But usually, I think that Russian captives are quietly 
exchanged for Ukrainian captives that are held on the sepa-
ratists’ side. Well, that’s important, but we must also create 
some publicity as well.

Did you see the passports of Russian captives?
No, I didn’t.

When you revealed this information, how did the 
command of the Ukrainian military forces react?

I took a few photos of Russians because we repaired 
Aleksandrov’s leg with special equipment. [Editor’s 
note: A “fiksator” is a type of metal leg brace with six 
clamps to keep a bone in place.] This expensive equip-

Medic on war front discusses discovering Russian soldiers

Aleksandr Aleksandrov (left) and Yevgeny Yerofeyev were Russian reconnaissance officers captured by Ukrainian 
forces on May 16 in the Luhansk Oblast. They face terrorism charges.

Grigory Maximets, a medic with the Aidar volunteer 
battalion, became the first to inform the public about 
two captured Russian reconnaissance officers in a 

post on his Facebook page on May 17.
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REFLECTIONS: The Leonid Plyushch I knew in Paris
by Jaroslaw Martyniuk

Leonid Plyushch, the Ukrainian intellec-
tual, mathematician, philosopher, dissident 
and defender of human rights, passed away 
on the morning of June 4. 

Friends who attended the funeral 
informed me that the burial took place on 
Saturday, June 6, in Bessèges, the town 
where the family had been living for the 
past 17 years, some 20 kilometers from 
Alès, in south-central France. Father 
Oleksandr Kozakevych of the Ukrainian 
Autocephalous Orthodox Church in Orléans 
presided over the burial service attended 
by some 30 people. In addition to family, 
French neighbors who had been helping 
Tatyana, Mr. Plyushch’s wife, during his ill-
ness, were present. By a remarkable coinci-
dence, the family doctor was someone who, 
as a student, had militated for the release of 
Leonid. In addition to the priest, four other 
Ukrainians were present: The writer 
Oksana Zabuzhko flew in from Kyiv to pay 
her last respects to her friend and soul 
mate. Anna Osnowycz came from Toulouse, 
France, and Maria Malanchuk and Danylo 
Sztul from Paris. 

Ms. Zabuzhko considered Plyushch a 
giant among Ukrainian thinkers of the 
modern period. He was more than a “dissi-
dent” and “human rights activist,” as media 
portrays him. Plyushch was “a free intellec-
tual in the best tradition of European liber-
alism,” Ms. Zabuzhko said in an interview 
with Deutsche Welle on June 15. He was 
the author of revolutionary books about 
Taras Shevchenko and Mykola Khvyliovyi, 
and was the first intellectual to denounce 
Russian fascism during the Soviet period. A 
philosopher in the antique sense of the 
word, he was a friend of Michel Foucault, 
who described Plyushch as “an intellectual 
that stepped outside the bounds of the tra-
ditional philosophy, a truly universal think-
er.”

Plyushch’s life story has been widely told 
in the numerous obituaries and articles in 
the French, English, Russian and Ukrainian 
press, and described in his book “History’s 
Carnival.” I will, therefore, not replicate 
these narratives here. Instead, I will focus 
on Leonid Plyushch, the person, as I knew 
him during the 15 years when I lived in 
Europe. 

I met Plyushch soon after I arrived in 

Paris in autumn of 1979 to take up a diplo-
matic post at the International Energy 
Agency, an affiliate of the Organization for 
Economic Cooperation and Development 
(IEA/OECD). I had the privilege of socializ-
ing with the Plyushches until I left Paris in 
1991. Leonid – Lyonia as we affably called 
him – was part of a circle of friends that 
included Parisian-based Ukrainian profes-
sionals, intellectuals and artists. The group 
included Canadian and American ex-patri-
ots, such as Oksana and Danylo Struk, Daria 
and Jurij Darewych, Daria and Vasyl 
Markus, Roman Serbyn, Ivan Myhul and 
Oleh Oleksyn. 

Among his closest friends, however, was 
the artist Volodymyr Makarenko, who 
arrived in Paris in 1981. Lyonia and 
“Makar” developed a special friendship. 
Hounded by the repressive regime in 
Soviet Ukraine, both had been oppressed, 
albeit in different ways. To create freely, 
Makar was forced to abandon his native 
Dnipropetrovsk for Tallinn, Estonia. 
Lyonia’s fate was much harsher. For his crit-
icism of the Soviet totalitarian regime, 
Plyushch was incarcerated in a “psykhush-
ka,” a psychiatric prison for severely psy-
chotic patients. There he was given high 
doses of antipsychotic drugs, an experience 
that left an indelible mark on him but did 
not break his spirit. 

*  *  *
On Sundays in the afternoons it was cus-

tomary for us to meet at Café Bonaparte on 
the Place St. Germain-des-Pres, a short 
walk from the Ukrainian Catholic Church of 
St. Volodymyr. When Lyonia showed up, he 
would invariably be the center of attention. 
He would drink multiple espressos, smoke 
his “samokrutki” (rolled tobacco cigarettes) 
and expound on his latest idea or discovery.

In addition to being an erudite intellect 
and a deep thinker, Lyonia was a coura-
geous man – generous, tolerant and large in 
spirit. A modest man of simple tastes bor-
dering on the ascetic, he eschewed material 
things, especially when he was surrounded 
by fawning affluent “diasporans” who 
boasted about their wealth and lifestyles. 
Although Lyonia was fond of a good cognac 
or armagnac, he was not a gourmand. What 
mattered to him most was what was in the 
head and hearts of the people he met – 
their thoughts, viewpoints and resolve to 
stand up for principles and truth. 

Lyonia, I vividly remember, was fond of 
repeating Dostoyevsky’s aphorism “beauty 
will save the world.” On one occasion we 
got into a lengthy discussion and I tried to 
pin him down on what he meant by “beau-
ty.” I argued that truth is as important, if not 
more important, than beauty. In the end we 
agreed that both are important and both 
“truth and beauty will save the world.”

I recall one other episode where Lyonia 
passionately stood up for truth and princi-
ple. In the summer of 1986, I enrolled in a 
summer seminar near Lambrecht in West 
Germany, to polish my Russian conversa-
tional skills. Soviet émigrés, former dissi-
dents and human rights activists, taught 
the six-week immersion course. Plyushch 
was a member of this tightly knit group. 

In the lectures I attended on Russian lit-
erature and history, I sensed a patronizing 
and, at times, a condescending attitude 
towards Ukraine and Ukrainians. I found 
that strange. After all, the staff supposedly 
consisted of tolerant and open-minded 
individuals, defenders of human rights and 
dignity of man. “Look, even Gogol wrote in 
Russian,” one of the instructors pointed out 
when we read passages from “Taras Bulba.” 
They seemed to regard Ukrainian as a sub-
standard dialect of Russian, good for sing-
ing, but not suited for high culture.

Lyonia waited for the right moment to 
comment. Speaking calmly, first he repri-
manded his colleagues for not knowing 
anything about Ukraine, its real history and 
culture. Next, he criticized their patronizing 
attitude toward Ukrainians and for viewing 
Ukraine’s history through the prism of 
Moscow. “How can you say anything about 
Ukrainian literature if you’ve never read it? 
Over the centuries, Russia has turned 
Ukraine into a colony, making 50 million 
Ukrainians their slaves. Despite years in the 
West, your views of Ukraine have not 
evolved since you left the Soviet Union: let 
them have their songs and their embroi-
deries, this will keep them happy, but leave 
high culture to Russians.” 

There was utter silence, but Lyonia con-
tinued. “The moment we Ukrainians start 
to talk about our culture, our language, our 
history and, most importantly, our inde-
pendence, you call us nationalists, fascists, 

or ‘Banderovtsy,’ yet never a word about 
Russian nationalism, Russian imperialism. I 
see that nothing has changed, and that’s a 
double standard I will not accept.” 

*  *  *
Besides being a profound and principled 

thinker, there was a more down-to-earth 
side to Plyushch that most obituaries hard-
ly mentioned. Lyonia loved good company, 
stimulating conversation and humor. On 
more than one occasion, our circle of 
friends would gather to sing, drink and tell 
stories. Such evenings would last late into 
the night, occasionally until 4 in the morn-
ing when the supply of wine, anecdotes and 
jokes began to dwindle into pauses and 
finally silence. 

Lyonia also had a strong attachment to 
nature. On weekends, he and Tanya would 
go mushroom picking in forests surround-
ing Paris. His favorite was the oak forest of 
Saint-Germain-en-Laye, northwest of Paris. 
Curiously, although he enjoyed this hobby, 
he did not eat mushrooms. His passion for 
mushroom picking continued even after he 
moved to south-central France, where he 
also became fond of growing roses. 

In addition to literature and philosophy, 
Plyushch had a strong interest in a number 
of esoteric subjects such as kabbalah, mys-
ticism and structuralism in literature. His 
interest in mysticism was exemplified by 
his passion for collecting pysanky, the rich-
ly decorated Ukrainian Easter eggs. He was 
fascinated by their symbolism that dated to 
pagan times. 

With his passing, Ukrainians have lost a 
world-class thinker, a profoundly original 
writer and literary critic, and an insightful 
observer of human nature. Most of all, he 
deserves to be remembered for his incalcu-
lable contribution to Ukraine and its long 
quest for independence. 

Jaroslaw Martyniuk is a retired sociolo-
gist living in Washington. From 1979 to 
1991 he lived in Paris, where he worked as 
an energy economist for the International 
Energy Agency, an affiliate of the 
Organization for Economic Cooperation and 
Development (IEA/OECD), and later as a 
researcher for Radio Liberty. At present he is 
writing his memoir, “Monte Rosa.”

Dear Editor:

Leonid Plyushch once wrote: “…mine is 
an account of one more road to freedom, a 
description of how the Soviet Union 
appears in the eyes of a citizen whose 
fanatical faith in the system gave way to a 
struggle to free himself of its illusions, slav-
ery and terror.” 

Plyushch became a prominent Ukrainian 
dissident witnessing the draconian trials of 
dissenters during the mid-1960s. “Forgetting, 
shutting my eyes and ears, remaining silent 
was impossible. Above all, as an oppositionist 
I would not need to lie or to play the double 
role of ‘building the brilliant future’ while 
suppressing the dismal present.”

His spiritual awakening evolved with 
witnessing the continuous distortion of his-
tory, the suppression of independent think-
ing, the annihilation of intellectuals – a pro-
cess whereby intelligent individuals were 

virtually forced into dissidence. With admi-
rable courage, he challenged the authori-
ties, was persecuted and suffered two and a 
half years of abuse and torturous treat-
ments in the infamous special psychiatric 
institution in Dnipropetrovsk. The huge 
human rights movement in the West fought 
for his release and Plyushch became its 
avid supporter and participant for the rest 
of his life.

Leonid Plyushch possessed a unique 
intellectual integrity, he was a humanist 
and a philosopher, he was an eloquent sto-
ryteller and an intellectual, he possessed 
inexhaustible political wit, and he was a 
dear friend. May he rest in peace!

Christina Isajiw
Toronto

The letter-writer is former director of the 
Human Rights Commission of the World 
Congress of Free Ukrainians (now called the 
Ukrainian World Congress). Her worked 
spanned some 25 years of lobbying in 
defense of dissidents and human rights 
activists of the former USSR. 

About the passing
of Leonid Plyushch

 LETTER TO THE EDITOR

“The Russia-Ukraine ceasefire is a fic-
tion,” by Sen. John McCain (R-Ariz.), The 
Washington Post, June 26 (http://www.
washingtonpost.com/opinions/the-rus-
sia-ukraine-cease-fire-is-a-fiction/ 
2015/06/26/5cf0cde6-1a9d-11e5-93b 
7- 5eddc056ad8a_story.html):

Last weekend, I traveled with Sens. John 
Barrasso (R-Wyo.) and Tom Cotton (R-Ark.) 
to eastern Ukraine to meet with the coura-
geous men and women fighting there for 
their country’s freedom and future. …Their 
message to me was clear: The ceasefire with 
Russia is fiction, and U.S. assistance is vital 
to deterring further Russian aggression.

… Along the front lines, separatist forces 
backed by Russia violate the ceasefire 
every day with heavy artillery barrages and 
tank attacks. Gun battles are a daily routine, 
and communities at the front bear the 
brunt of constant sniper fire and nightly 
skirmishes.

…So far, Ukrainian armed forces sup-
ported by volunteer battalions have been 
able to hold their ground, and they have 
done so largely without the support of 

Ukrainian artillery and tanks that have 
been pulled back from the front as stipulat-
ed by the Minsk agreement. How long can 
we expect these brave Ukrainians to abide 
by an agreement that Russia has clearly 
ignored?

It is time that the United States and our 
European allies recognize the failure of the 
Minsk agreement and respond with more 
than empty rhetoric. Ukraine’s leaders 
describe Russian President Vladimir 
Putin’s strategy as a game of “Pac-Man” – 
taking bite after bite out of Ukraine in small 
enough portions that it does not trigger a 
large-scale international response. …

Around the world, friend and foe alike 
are watching to see whether the United 
States will once again summon its power 
and influence to defend the international 
system that has kept the peace for decades. 
We must not fail this test.

“The Fantasy Mr. Putin Is Selling,” edi-
torial, The New York Times, June 22 

IN THE PRESS: The “ceasefire”
and Vladimir Putin’s “fantasy”

(Continued on page 11)
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Exhibit at Ukrainian National Museum
to mark 150th anniversary of Sheptytsky

CHICAGO – The Ukrainian National 
Museum is unveiling a significant exhibit, 
“Apostle of Peace,” which celebrates the 
150th anniversary of Metropolitan Andrey 
Sheptytsky’s birth. This exhibit honors his 
contributions to the Roman Catholic and 
Ukrainian Greek-Catholic Churches, his 
philanthropic accomplishments for youth 
and the arts in Ukraine, and his humanitari-
an deeds sheltering those sought by the 
Nazis. For his exemplary life, it is anticipat-
ed that Metropolitan Sheptytsky will be 
canonized a saint.

The exhibit will present information 
about Sheptytsky, who was the metropoli-
tan of the Ukrainian Greek-Catholic Church 
in Ukraine from 1901 until his death in 
1944 and is considered the most influential 
figure in the history of the Ukrainian 
Church in the 20th century. Additionally, 
the Ukrainian National Museum’s collection 
of personal letters, relics and other artifacts 
owned by Sheptytsky will be on display.

The Rev. Dr. Ivan Kaszczak, author of 
“Metropolitan Andrei Sheptytsky and the 
Establishment of the Ukrainian Catholic 
Church in the United States,” will speak 
about the metropolitan at the exhibit’s 
opening. The presentation will be in 
English and Ukrainian.

All are invited to the exhibit opening 
Friday, July 17, at 7 p.m., which will be fol-
lowed by a reception. Admission is $10. 
The exhibit will be on display through 
August 30.

The Ukrainian National Museum is locat-
ed in the heart of Chicago’s Ukrainian 
Village, at 2249 W. Superior St. Hours are 
Thursday through Sunday, 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

Admission is $5 for adults, free for children 
under age 12. Parking is available beside 
the museum and across the street in the 
church parking lot. 

For more information call 312-421-8020 
or e-mail info@ukrainiannationalmuseum.
org.

Metropolitan Andrey Sheptysky

(http://www.nytimes.com/2015/06/ 
22/opinion/the-fantasy-mr-putin-is-
selling.html): 

President Vladimir Putin of Russia is not 
veering from the mythology he created to 
explain away the crisis over Ukraine. It is 
one that wholly blames the West for pro-
voking a new Cold War and insists that 
international sanctions have not grievously 
wounded his country’s flagging economy.

He told the story again on Friday at a 
business forum whose purpose was to give 
weight to that fantasy. It drew at least 24 
chief executives of Western companies, 
some of whom attended even though their 
governments had urged them not to….

The United States and Europe have 
largely been measured in their response to 
the crisis. They need to stay measured and 
focused on diplomacy, always making it 
clear that the confrontation could end if Mr. 
Putin withdrew his troops and weapons 
from Ukraine and instructed Russian-
backed separatists to observe the Minsk 
ceasefire agreement that both sides have 
routinely violated.

Given Mr. Putin’s aggressive behavior, 
including pouring troops and weapons into 
Kaliningrad, a Russian city located between 
NATO members Lithuania and Poland, the 
allies have begun taking their own military 
steps. …

If he is not careful, Mr. Putin may end up 
facing exactly what he has railed against – a 
NATO more firmly parked on Russia’s bor-
ders – not because the alliance wanted to 
go in that direction, but because Russian 
behavior left it little choice. That is neither 
in Russia’s interest, nor the West’s.

“Putin the uniter,” The Economist, 
June 20 (http://www.economist.com/

news/europe/21654663-war-has-
made-most-ukrainians-see-russians-
enemies-not-friends-putin-uniter):

…by annexing Crimea and waging war in 
Ukraine’s south-east, Russia’s Vladimir 
Putin has made an enemy of erstwhile 
brothers. In the past 18 months, a psycho-
logical shift has seen public opinion in 
Ukraine turn sharply against Russia. In 
September 2013, just before the Maidan 
revolution, 88 percent of Ukrainians felt 
“positively” about Russia, says the Kiev [sic] 
International Institute of Sociology. By May 
2015, that number had fallen to 30 percent 
(it would be a lot lower if it excluded peo-
ple in the rebel-held south-east). …

The changing mood manifests itself on 
Ukraine’s streets. There is a movement to 
boycott Russian goods: markers noting 
“Russian products” dot Ukrainian super-
market shelves. …Not far from the 
[Ukraine-Russia] Friendship Arch [in Kyiv], 
vendors who once sold Soviet kitsch now 
tout patriotic Ukrainian wares and anti-
Russian souvenirs. …

The longer the war drags on, the more 
entrenched opinion becomes. …Even many 
who made allowances over Crimea have 
begun to see Russia differently. And in the 
last three months of 2014, the share of 
eastern Ukrainians who viewed Russia pos-
itively fell from 83 percent to 51 percent.

Polling by the International Republican 
Institute finds a majority of Ukrainians in 
government-controlled territory favoring 
membership of the European Union, 
whereas only 13 percent want to join 
Russia’s Customs Union. Ukraine’s govern-
ment has begun building a wall along its 
border with Russia, a symbolic gesture 
attuned to the country’s mood. Support for 
Ukrainian independence has never been 
higher. “Putin has done more to unite 
Ukraine than anyone else,” says an official 
in Ukraine’s presidential administration. … 

(Continued from page 10)

In the press...
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“UAFGR Dancers”

FREE: Admission·Parking·Entertainment

Dance Performances
Thursday & Friday 

6:30 p.m.
Saturday & Sunday

2:30 & 5:00 p.m.

Live music for Dancing 
“Melody lane” Thurs & Fri 

“Mosaic” Saturday

www.RochesterUkrainianFestival.com
Our Main Sponsors:

Ukrainian Arts & Crafts  
Ukrainian Food 

Ukrainian Folk Dancing
940 East Ridge Road, Rochester, New York

                                                                   
Interactive Rides by “Adventures in Climbing” Friday, Saturday & Sunday

instrumental Performance by
Yarko Antonevych Bandurist

 

Vika
Ron Cahute-MC

Melody Lanes

Mosaic

Performing Saturday & Sunday
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Ivakhiv-Gadeliya duo wows Denver audience
by Areta Kolody

DENVER – Ardent advocates of 20th century Ukrainian 
music, violinist Solomiya Ivakhiv and pianist Angelina 
Gadeliya, mesmerized the audience at Grace United 
Methodist Church in Denver with their impressive tech-
nique and interpretation of the avant-garde composers 
whose music survived despite criticism by the Soviet 
music establishment in Ukraine. 

It was a chronicled journey of 100 years of Ukrainian 
neo-romantic, neo-folkloric and post-modern composers 
of the 20th century that have emerged and thrived despite 
suppression in their native land.

The May 23 recital began with “Dreams and 
Impromptu” (1919) by master of lyricism and neo-roman-
tic composer Viktor Kosenko, and ended with Borys 
Liatoshynsky’s “Sonata” (1914), brilliantly performed with 
exceptional technical mastery.

Included in the program were several pieces written 
expressly for the performers. Yevhen Stankovych, whose 
Chamber Symphony No. 3 was selected for UNESCO’s 
World Tribune as one of 10 best works of 1985, wrote 
“Angel’s Touch” (2013) for Ms. Ivakhiv on the occasion of 
the 25th anniversary concert season of the Music at the 
Institute (MATI) series at Carnegie Weill Recital Hall. She 
showed superb expressiveness in playing it.

Ms. Ivakhiv and Ms. Gadeliya rendered Oleksandr 
Shchetynsky’s “An Episode in the Life of a Poet” with sub-
lime subtlety and nuance. The piece was composed for 
them on the occasion of the 200th anniversary of 
Ukrainian poet Taras Shevchenko’s birth. They gave its 

world premiere at Merkin Concert Hall at Kaufman Music 
Center in New York City in 2014 at a concert in celebration 
of the poet. 

Another piece on the program written for Ms. Ivakhiv 
was “Capriccio” for violin and piano by Bohdan Kryvopust. 
It was premiered in Kyiv in 2014.

 The sonata “Post Scriptum” (1990) by post-modern 
composer Valentin Silvestrov and Myroslav Skoryk’s 

“Hutsulian Tryptych: Allegretto and Dance for Violin and 
Piano,” with overtones of Ukrainian folk tradition, rounded 
out the program.

The dynamic Ivakhiv-Gadeliya Duo was formed in 2006. 
Both natives of Ukraine, they met at Stony Brook 
University while working on their doctoral degrees in 
musical arts. Their collaboration with artists such as the 
Emerson Quartet, pianist Gilbert Kalish, violinists Pamela 
Frank and Ani Kavafian, and members of the New York 
Philharmonic is quite impressive.

The Ivakhiv-Gadeliya Duo has performed its innovative 
programs to high critical acclaim at Merkin Concert Hall 
and in the MATI series of the Ukrainian Institute of 
America in New York City, the Modern Art Institute in 
Chicago and the Bach Festival in Philadelphia.

Their first concert of music from their new album of 
Ukrainian classical music was at The Mezzanine in 
Colorado Springs on May 21. The Figlus Family and Natalia 
Sim helped organize the recital for the Denver audience. 

In order to promote Ukrainian avant-garde composers, 
Ms. Ivakhiv and Ms. Gadeliya plan to feature them on a new 
album “Ukraine – A Journey to Freedom; A Century of 
Classical Music for Violin and Piano.” Although recordings 
of Liatoshynsky and Skoryk exist, most of the works on the 
program were never recorded professionally. 

The new album is slated to be recorded at the Academy 
of Arts and Letters in New York City and produced by 
Judith Sherman, a four-time Grammy winner. Tax-
deductible donations toward the project can be made to: 
Ukrainian Academy of Arts and Sciences in the U.S. Inc. 
(with the notation: Journey to Freedom CD).

by Ihor Slabicky

NEW YORK – The “Chornobyl Songs 
Project” album release concert spectacular 
took place at The Ukrainian Museum in 
New York City, almost 29 years to the date 
of the infamous event at the nuclear plant 
in Chornobyl. The April 25 event celebrat-
ed the April 7 release by the renowned 
Smithsonian Folkways label of the CD 
“Chornobyl Songs Project: Living Culture 
from a Lost World” by Ensemble Hilka. 

The album is the culmination of a mis-
sion that began in 2011, when noted ethno-
musicologist, singer and musician Maria 
Sonevytsky produced the “Chornobyl Song 
Project,” featuring the vocal group 
Ensemble Hilka. The evening’s performanc-
es immersed the attendees in the stunning 
sounds created by the exquisite vocal 
polyphony of Ukrainian village singing.

The women of Ensemble Hilka – 
Cherrymae Golston, Eva Salina Primack, 
Ethel Raim, Willa Roberts, Maria Sonevytsky, 

Nadia Tarnawsky and Shelley Thomas – 
opened the concert, singing “Oi Dai Bozhe 
Vesnu Pochat.” As they entered the perfor-
mance space, their reverberating voices 
transported the listeners to the village 
when spring is called forth. The photo-
graphs by Alexander Khantaev that were 
projected behind the singers reinforced the 
sensation that the attendees were no lon-
ger in New York City.

Next came “Strila,” telling of a youth 
struck down by lightning and then carried 

to a church, where miraculous events take 
place. 

The men of the Ensemble, Julian Kytasty, 
J.R. Hankins, Brian Dolphin and Yevhen 
Yefremov, with Ihor Perevertniuk of the 
ensemble Drevo, sang the Chumak song 
“Da Kosyv Kosar.” Their voices transcended 
the quintet form – at times each soloing, 
other times singing in groups of two and 
three, but invariably segueing into superb 
unison at the end of each verse.

Returning, the women sang “Rano, 
Rano.” Led by Ms. Tarnawsky, and with the 
men, they sang “Nasha Khata Na Pomosti.” 
The men started “Oi z-za Dnoi Horki,” a 
morality song from Lubianka. The lyrical 
“Kalyna-Malyna Nad Yarom Stoyala,” like 
many Ukrainian folk songs, uses images of 
natural objects to represent actual events: 
the kalyna has withered in the heat of the 
sun; the beauty of the young bride has been 
worn away by a young child, a cruel moth-
er-in-law and a domineering husband. The 
ensemble finished with “Oi Po Horke, Po 
Krutoi,” in which Messrs. Kytasty and 
Dolphin and the group sang this soldier’s 
song that has now become part of the reper-
toire of village folk songs. Their perfor-
mance was greeted with extended applause.

Violinist Solomiya Ivakhiv and pianist Angelina Gadeliya 
perform in Denver.

Natalia Sim

(Continued on page 20)The Ukrainian Village Voices perform at The Ukrainian Museum  .

Ensemble Hilka performs at The Ukrainian Museum in New York City. 
Cover of the newly released recording “Chornobyl 

Songs Project.”

“Chornobyl Songs” album release marked with concert

Ihor Slabicky
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regions “a vast amount of rights and finan-
cial resources that today are overseen by 
the president and the government.” He 
added, “Decentralization will be our civi-
lized distinction from our neighbors in the 
Soviet camp,” in apparent reference to 
Russia and Belarus. (RFE/RL, based on 
reporting by Agence France-Presse, 
Interfax and TASS)

Russia criticizes proposed changes 

MOSCOW – Russia has expressed “deep 
concern” over proposed changes to 
Ukraine’s Constitution, saying Kyiv “abso-
lutely” ignored the demands put forward by 
separatist rebels. Kremlin spokesman 
Dmitry Peskov said on July 2 that Ukrainian 
authorities are violating a peace agreement 
signed in Minsk in February by putting 
together constitutional changes that did not 
take rebel leaders’ opinion into account. 
Meanwhile, Donetsk separatist leader 
Aleksandr Zakharchenko complained that 
he and his Luhansk counterpart, Igor 
Plotnitsky, had not been consulted over the 
constitutional changes. The comments 
come a day after Ukrainian President Petro 
Poroshenko presented a blueprint to give 
regions more powers and control over their 
budgets. Mr. Poroshenko’s draft does not 
spell out the rebels’ semiautonomous status 
in the Constitution, but only makes refer-
ence to an existing piece of legislation that 
gives insurgency leaders partial self-rule for 
an interim period of three years. (RFE/RL, 
based on reporting by Agence France-
Presse and Reuters)

Yanukovych bankrupted Ukraine

KYIV – Fugitive former President Viktor 
Yanukovych and his “family” of business 
associates stole tens of billions of dollars of 
state funds – 90 percent of the debt Ukraine 
owes, Finance Minister Natalie Jaresko has 
said, according to June 29 media reports. 
Mr. Yanukovych who is hiding in Russia, is 
wanted by Interpol, which issued a red 
notice for his arrest. He is believed to have 
used his position to enrich himself and his 
network of business associates by siphon-
ing off money from the state. Experts say it 
could take years to trace the money, much 
of which may never be possible to return. 
Ukraine owes around $27 billion to its 
international creditors and is struggling to 
stave off a default that could threaten the 
Ukrainian banking system with collapse. 
Ravaged by conflict in the country’s east, 
Ukraine is asking its foreign bondholders to 
accept a 40 percent write-down or “haircut” 
on the billions of dollars they own; but so 
far they have not agreed. Bloomberg report-
ed in late June that Ukraine was likely to 
default soon. Quoting Goldman Sachs, 
Bloomberg claimed that Ukraine would 
miss a repayment in July, setting off a 
default on about $19 billion of debt. 
(Ukraine Today)

Canada imposes additional sanctions

OTTAWA – Canada imposed economic 
sanctions and travel bans on June 29 
against three Russian individuals and eco-
nomic sanctions against 14 Russian entities. 
The individuals include Aleksandr Dugin, a 
leader of the Eurasian Youth Union. The 
entities subject to economic sanctions are: 
Gazprom; Gazprom Neft, Surgutneftegas 
and Transneft. Eurasian Youth Union; 
Marshall Capital Fund; Night Wolves motor-
cycle club; JSC United Aircraft Corporation 
and six subsidiaries of the defense 
Company Rostec. Canada also imposed an 
import/export ban on Russian-occupied 
Crimea that prohibits the import and export 

of goods; investment; provision or acquisi-
tion of financial or other related services 
and the transfer, provision or communica-
tion of technical data or services; provision 
or acquisition of financial and other servic-
es related to tourism; and the docking of 
cruise ships. Canada’s Prime Minister 
Stephen Harper stated, “Until there is real 
peace, until occupying forces are with-
drawn, and until Ukraine’s territorial sover-
eignty is restored, there must be ongoing 
consequences for President Putin’s regime. 
[...] We stand with our partners in calling on 
President Putin to end his invasion of east-
ern Ukraine, to withdraw his soldiers, tanks 
and heavy weapons, and to cease providing 
military aid to insurgents. We support cur-
rent efforts for a diplomatic solution and 
call for Russia and its proxies to fully imple-
ment their commitments under the Minsk 
agreements.”  (Ukrainian Canadian 
Congress)

Canada’s defense minister in Yavoriv

OTTAWA – Canada’s Minister of National 
Defense Jason Kenney, visited Canadian 
Armed Forces personnel in Yavoriv, 
Ukraine, on June 27. Mr. Kenney announced 
“more than $15 million in additional 
Canadian support to democracy and institu-
tion building in Ukraine,” including $3 mil-
lion in funding to support investigative 
reporting and $12.4 million to support judi-
cial reform. “Canada is fully engaged in sup-
porting Ukraine in its efforts to maintain 
sovereignty, security, and stability in the 
face of the Putin regime’s unjustified 
aggression. We have demonstrated our 
commitment through our contribution to 
Ukraine’s efforts to strengthen its democra-
cy and institutions, as well as the capacity 
building and training of Ukrainian govern-
ment forces,” the minister stated. 
(Ukrainian Canadian Congress)

NATO announces support for Ukraine 

BRUSSELS – NATO Secretary General 
Jens Stoltenberg has outlined additional 
support for Kyiv, including aid in defusing 
roadside bombs, and warned of a return to 
heavy fighting in eastern Ukraine. Speaking 
in Brussels at a June 25 meeting of the 
NATO-Ukraine Council, Mr. Stoltenberg also 
urged Moscow to halt its support for pro-
Russia rebels. The council was set up by 
NATO to coordinate relations with non-
member Ukraine after the end of the Cold 
War. Mr. Stoltenberg said NATO is creating a 
new trust fund that will help with removing 
mines and detecting and destroying impro-
vised explosive devices. Those steps, he 
said, will be vital for saving lives in a conflict 
that has killed more than 6,500 people 
since April last year. He also said the alli-
ance is taking steps to better secure the air-
space in the region. He said Poland, Norway, 
and Turkey will be sharing more airport 
traffic control data with Ukraine, which is 
critical because it’s “an area which is unsta-
ble and where we see fighting going on, on 
the ground.” Mr. Stoltenberg said Russia 
continues to support pro-Moscow separat-
ists “with training, weapons and soldiers,” a 
charge the Kremlin denies. (RFE/RL, based 
on reporting by Reuters and Agence France-
Presse)

Russian generals fighting in Donbas

KYIV – The Security Service of Ukraine 
(known by the Ukrainian-based acronym 
SBU) has prepared a dossier laying out evi-
dence for “Russian aggression against 
Ukraine.” The report alleges there are some 
9,000 Russian troops deployed in Ukraine, 
forming 15 battalion tactical groups. The 
force includes about 200 tanks, more than 
500 armored fighting vehicles, and some 
150 artillery systems, according to the dos-
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sier. The SBU also identified by name five 
Russian generals who it says are playing 
leading roles in commanding and coordi-
nating the military forces of the separatists 
in eastern Ukraine. Speaking to Bloomberg 
(http://www.bloombergview.com/arti-
cles/2015-07-02/ukraine-says-russian-
generals-lead-separatists), Mark Galeotti, a 
New York University professor and special-
ist in Russian security services, said that by 
“embedding their senior officers,” the 
Russians are solidifying control over the 
s e p a ra t i s t  p o r t i o n s  o f  U k ra i n e . 
“Somewhere in Moscow they have made 
the decision this will be a long-term frozen 
conflict,” Prof. Galeotti told Bloomberg. 
Russia has consistently denied any military 
involvement in the conflict there. The six 
officers who have been implicated are all 
major generals: Oleg Tsekov, Valery 
Solodchuk, Sergei Kuzovlev, Aleksei 
Zavizion and Roman Shadrin. (RFE/RL)

Marchers urge east’s liberation

KYIV – At least 1,000 members of volun-
teer military units and nationalist organiza-
tions marched in Kyiv on July 3 to demand a 
resumption of military activity against sep-
aratists in eastern Ukraine. The rally includ-
ed members of the right-wing Right Sector 
group and many veterans of fighting in the 
Donetsk and Luhansk regions, where some 
6,400 people have been killed since April 
2014. Marchers at Dynamo Stadium 
demanded that the territory occupied by 
Russian-backed rebels be liberated and that 
the Minsk ceasefire agreement signed in 
February be revoked. The demonstration 
went from the government quarter of Kyiv 
toward Independence Square (Maidan) and 
past the Valeriy Lobanovskyi soccer monu-
ment near the stadium. Police did not inter-
vene in the march and there was no vio-
lence reported. (RFE/RL, based on report-
ing by Interfax and TASS)

Russia halts gas supplies to Ukraine

MOSCOW – Russian gas giant Gazprom 
announced on July 1 it was halting all natu-
ral gas supplies to Ukraine after Kyiv 
announced the immediate suspension of 
Russian gas purchases a day earlier. 
“Ukraine did not pay for July gas supplies. 
Gazprom halted gas supplies to Ukraine 
from 10 a.m. July 1,” Gazprom said in a 
statement. Ukraine said on June 30 it will 
stop buying gas from Russia from July 1 
until new supply conditions are agreed. 
Ukraine’s state-run energy firm Naftohaz 
said, “The shipment of gas across Ukraine 
for Gazprom’s European clients will contin-
ue in full.” The announcement came after a 
breakdown of European Union-mediated 
price negotiations in Vienna aimed at keep-
ing supplies running for the next three to 
six months. Ukrainian Energy Minister 
Volodymyr Demchishin said the next round 
of talks will be held in September. His 
Russian counterpart, Aleksandr Novak, said 
Ukraine’s decision to stop buying Russian 
gas was “political.” The European 
Commission conceded that Ukraine and 
Russia’s positions remain “far apart.” Russia 
dramatically increased the price it charges 
Ukraine for gas following the February 
2014 ouster of Kremlin-backed President 
Viktor Yanukovych. The EU has since forged 
a series of temporary agreements. Ukraine 
is also increasingly relying on gas purchases 
from other European states. (RFE/RL, 
based on reporting by Reuters, Agence 
France-Presse, Interfax and TASS)

U.S. senator urges strong hand 

PRAGUE – U.S. Sen. Roger Wicker says 
“freedom-loving” countries have to be unit-

ed and firm in responding to both an 
aggressive Russia and the rise of the 
Islamic State (IS) militant group. Sen. 
Wicker (R-Miss.) said in an interview with 
RFE/RL’s Arbana Vidishiqi in Prague on 
July 4 that the world’s response to Russian 
President Vladimir Putin’s actions in 
Ukraine must include “resolve and a show 
of strength.” The co-chairman of the U.S. 
Helsinki Commission said that Moscow’s 
annexation of the Crimean Peninsula and 
its support of separatist forces in Georgia, 
Moldova and Ukraine violate “almost every 
principle” from the Helsinki Accords, as 
well as the U.N. Charter. He said it is impor-
tant for the “free world” to “stand firm and 
speak the truth and let the rest of the world 
know that we recognize the actions of Mr. 
Putin for what they are. And they are viola-
tions of almost every principle of freedom, 
respect for other countries, and respect for 
the rule of law.” Despite the Crimean annex-
ation, Sen. Wicker said the Helsinki Accords 
– which promote guiding principles on 
relations between countries – are “not 
dead.” He said their principles would be 
reaffirmed at the Parliamentary Assembly 
of the Organization for Security and 
Cooperation in Europe (OSCE) that begins 
in Helsinki on July 5. He also reaffirmed 
Washington’s support for the Russian peo-
ple, but said that it will probably take a 
“change of leadership” before freedom 
comes to Russia. Sen. Wicker said Russians 
should not feel any “animosity” from 
Americans or Europeans and that “the free-
dom-loving people around the world want 
to be friends with the Russian people.” He 
said a similar show of strength by the inter-
national community is needed in dealing 
with the IS group, which he called a “very, 
very dangerous cancer.” (RFE/RL’s Balkan 
Service)

Slow pace of reform delayed loans 

KYIV – Ukraine’s Finance Minister 
Natalie Jaresko disclosed that the govern-
ment failed to get $3 billion in loans from 
the International Monetary Fund and 
World Bank last week because it had not 
complied with their demands for reform. In 
a posting on Facebook, Ms. Jaresko said the 
Ukrainian Parliament delayed action on 
four legal reforms that must be passed to 
obtain a $1.7 billion loan installment from 
the IMF and another $1.3 billion from the 
World Bank. “This week, our country might 
have complied with the conditions neces-
sary for further progress,” she wrote, but 
none of the reforms was adopted. Ms. 
Jaresko urged Parliament to pass legisla-
tion safeguarding bank deposits for small 
savers; giving legal powers to a national 
anti-corruption bureau; regulating public 
utilities; and reforming the Naftohaz gas 
company. “We call on deputies to make the 
adoption of these laws the first priority of 
the next plenary week,” she said. “We can-
not afford to disregard the financial sup-
port the people of Ukraine need so much in 
the days of the grave economic crisis.” On 
July 2 the IMF said that it had reached 
agreement with Kyiv on steps needed to 
release $1.7 billion in much-needed bailout 
funds. The IMF originally conditioned its 
aid on Ukraine achieving a deal with pri-
vate creditors to reduce its debt burden by 
$15 billion over four years. But more 
recently the IMF softened its stance and 
said it might release funds even if Kyiv does 
not have a debt restructuring agreement 
with its private creditors. (RFE/RL, with 
reporting by TASS, Agence France-Presse 
and Reuters) 

Forest fire near Chornobyl plant 

KYIV – Firefighters fought to contain a 
raging forest fire that started on the eve-
ning of June 29 in the exclusion zone near 
the destroyed Chornobyl nuclear plant in 

Ukraine. About 120 firefighters along with 
scores of trucks and aircraft battled the 
blaze that swept through some 130 hect-
ares, the State Service of Emergency 
Situation said on June 30. It was the second 
forest fire in the area this year. A massive 
fire broke out some 15 to 20 kilometers 
from the nuclear plant on April 28. 
Emergency services had deployed more 
than 300 firefighters, three planes and one 
helicopter to tackle that fire, which Kyiv 
said was the largest in Ukraine since 1992. 
(RFE/RL, based on reporting by Interfax 
and the Associated Press)

Pascrell lauds DoD decision on Ukraine

WASHINGTON – U.S. Rep. Bill Pascrell Jr. 
(D-N.J.), a member of the Congressional 
Ukraine Caucus, on June 22 lauded U.S. 
Department of Defense (DoD) Secretary 
Ashton Carter’s decision to provide military 
assistance to U.S. NATO allies in order to 
assist Europe in defending against security 
threats, including those from Russia. Rep. 

Pascrell led a bipartisan letter urging 
Secretary Carter to bolster support for 
NATO allies, citing Russian aggression in 
Ukraine as reason to help stabilize the 
region. “As the administration continues to 
weigh providing Ukraine with the defensive 
military assistance Congress has autho-
rized, we respectfully urge you to provide 
the increase in support and equipment that 
our NATO allies need for training and exer-
cises in order to defend against further 
Russian aggression in the region,” the law-
makers wrote. “These measures will bol-
ster the efforts of NATO’s Very High 
Readiness Joint Task Force, which has the 
support of Britain, France, Germany, Italy, 
Poland and Spain and was designed to 
ensure NATO is ready to respond swiftly 
and firmly to new security challenges after 
President [Vladimir] Putin’s illegal and 
forcible occupation of Crimea and contin-
ued hostilities in eastern Ukraine.” The let-
ter was signed by 15 other members of 
Congress. (Office of Rep. Bill Pascrell Jr.)
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ПОДЯКА
З волі Всевишнього 29-го червня 2014 року відійшла у вічність 

наша найдорожча МАМА, БАБЦЯ і ТЕТА

св. п.
мґр. Анна Надія Максимович

Складаємо сердечну подяку родині, приятелям і знайомим, що під-
держали нас у болючі і тяжкі хвилини своїми молитвами і теплими 
словами та за особисті, листовні, телефонічні чи електронні вислови 
співчуття.

Дякуємо за численну участь у похоронних відправах.
Щира подяка парохові церкви Царя Христа о. Я. Курпельові за від-

служення Парастасу та Служби Божої і запечатання гробу на цвинтарі.  
Особливо дякуємо за дуже теплі і зворушливі прощальні слова.

Також дякуємо о. Д. Троянові за відслуження похоронних відправ.  
Дякуємо диригентові і хористам за спів підчас Служби Божої.  Щирo 
дякуємо всім, що підчас тризни поділилися гарними споминами про 
нашу Маму.

Дуже дякуємо похоронному заведенню Флечер-Насевич за совісну 
і професійну обслугу.

Сердечно дякуємо за св. Літургії і щедрі пожертви в пам’ять Покій-
ної св. п. мґр. Анни.

Пожертви на СЛУЖБИ БОЖІ зложили:  $350
Н. Німилович, О. Бохна, М. Гил, О. і Т. Білинські, М. Леськів, У. і А. Про-

цюк, О. Гораєцька, М. Демчишин, А. і А. Кнігницькі, Р. і Ю. і М. Кнігниць-
кі, Х. і Б. Сеник, Е. Подоляк, Б. і Н. Павлюк, В. і М. Панчак, С. і Н. Фірко, А. 
і П. Фат, Х. Дольницка, Н. Пришляк, Н. і Т. Шатинські, М. Яримович, О. і І. 
Білик, ПЛАСТ Чортополохи Філя., Б. і Д. Захарчук, О. Головчак, В. Пак, Х. 
Головчак-Мекінтаєр, Р. Головчак-Крік, Ф. Головчак-Вебстер, С. Колодій.

Пожертви на ЦЕРКВУ ЦАРЯ ХРИСТА зложили:  $1,425 
А. і М. Головінські, Л. і І. Рудницькі, Ю. і А. Процюк, Т. Данилів, Н. 

Пришляк, І. і А. Дуркин, М. Шиприкевич, С. і М. Педрик, Х. Чорпіта, В. 
Бацвин-Головінська, Р. і Л. Ґрилло, А. Стецик, Р. Капел, К. Вайландікс, Л. 
Мекінтаєр.

Пожертви на ЦЕРКВУ в ЗАРВАНИЦІ в УКРАЇНІ зложили:  $1,400 
Н. Головінська, А. і М. Головінські, М. Дицьо, М. Головінська і В. Чен, 

Ю. і К. Головінські, А. і Т. Максимович, Л. Мекінтаєр, Н. і Р. Максимович, 
М. Максимович.

Пожертви на ПЛАСТ:  $900
М. Леськів, Ю. Данилів, Є. Подоляк, А. і П. Фат, І. і М. Зварич, О. і І. 

Білик, О. Головчак, В. Пак, Н. і Б. Павлюк, М. і С. Білас, Т. Данилів, Д. і К. 
Захарчук, Родина Кнігницькі, Л. і Р. Процик, Н. і Т. Шатинські.

Пожертви на ВОВЧУ ТРОПУ:  $1,400
Р. і Л. Ґрилло, К. і Т Канарські, Н. і Ф. Сейлик, І. Григорович, А. Григо-

рович, Л. і О. Черниченко, Б. Титла, А. і М. Головінські, Л. Мекінтаєр.
Пожертви на ПЛАСТ - КУРІНЬ ЧОРТОПОЛОХИ:  $600
С. Мартин-Педрик, М. Головінська і В. Чен, Ю. і К. Головінські, Л. Ме-

кінтаєр.
Пожертви на СОЮЗ УКРАЇНОК АМЕРИКИ 43-ий ВІДДІЛ:  $1,045
Х. Дольницка, О. Бохна, М. і В. Вакуловські, І. Бучковська, Родина Па-

нас, Х. і Б. Сеник, І. Зєлик, О. Гораєцька, А. і С. Гораєцькі, І. і Ю. Телепко, 
Є. і Т. Берті, Р. Репола і П. Нолан, Н. Оранська, І. і Н. і В. Карк, Р. і А. Ались-
кевич, СУА 88-ий відділ.

Пожертви на УКРАЇНСЬКИЙ ОСВІТНЬО-КУЛЬТУРНИЙ ЦЕНТР:  $270
М. Тарнавська, Н. Пазуняк, Б. і Х. Турченюк.
Пожертви на УКРАЇНСЬКИЙ МУЗЕЙ в НЮ ЙОРКУ:  $150
А. і М. Головінські, Х. і Н. Кравців.

https://pascrell.house.gov/sites/pascrell.house.gov/files/Letter%20to%20Support%20our%20NATO%20Allies%20in%20Light%20of%20Ukraine.pdf
https://pascrell.house.gov/sites/pascrell.house.gov/files/Letter%20to%20Support%20our%20NATO%20Allies%20in%20Light%20of%20Ukraine.pdf
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by Yaroslav Martsinkiv

JAMAICA PLAIN, Mass. – May 3 was a 
very special day for the parish of Christ the 
King Ukrainian Catholic Church in Jamaica 
Plain, Mass. On that date the Boston-area 
community marked the 25th anniversary 
of the ordination to the priesthood of its 
pastor, the Very Rev. Dr. Yaroslav Nalysnyk, 
marking this occasion with both solemnity 
and joy.

The main celebrant of the pontifical 
divine liturgy of thanksgiving was the 
eparch of Stamford, Conn., Bishop Paul 
Chomnycky, OSBM, assisted by the jubilari-
an and the Revs. Bohdan Nalysnyk (brother 
of Father Yaroslav Nalysnyk and pastor of 
the cathedral parish of St. Nicholas in 
Chicago), James Morris (pastor of St. John 
the Baptist Parish in Salem, Mass.) and 
Msgr. Roman Golemba (pastor of the 
churches of St. Michael in Woonsocket, R.I., 
and St. John the Baptist in Fall River Mass.). 

In his sermon Bishop Chomnycky sur-
veyed the quarter century of service by 
Father Yaroslav Nalysnyk in extraordinary 
historical times. The future priest found his 
religious calling and undertook theological 
studies at a time when the Church was ille-
gal in the Soviet Union. He was ordained on 
April 30, 1990, in secret – not in a church, 
but in a private apartment. The beginning 
of his service coincided with the emer-
gence of the Ukrainian Greek-Catholic 
Church from a legacy of persecution to 
freedom and growth. In these early years 
his ministry reflected the fate of the faithful 
in newly independent Ukraine. Bishop 
Chomnycky thanked Father Nalysnyk for 
his service in Boston and beyond.

The celebration continued at the Four 
Points by Sheraton in Norwood, Mass., with 
over 200 parishioners and guests in atten-
dance. The master of ceremonies was 
attorney and parish lawyer Walter Lupan, 
who skillfully interwove his introductions 
with facts from Father Nalysnyk’s biogra-
phy and anecdotes from his parish experi-
ences. A slide show that ran during the 
course of the dinner presented numerous 
photos from the jubilarian’s life in Ukraine 
and his years of service in New England, 
offering a broad panorama of life in the 
vibrant parish.

The introduction to what became a long 
list of tributes fell to Dr. Lubomyr Hajda, 
associate director of the Harvard Ukrainian 
Research Institute and lifelong parishioner 
of the parish. In humorous fashion Dr. 
Hajda noted that, despite his years, until 
Father Nalysnyk’s arrival he could be 
counted among the “youngest” parishio-
ners. With the collapse of the USSR, the 
local community grew substantially with 
new arrivals from Ukraine, most signifi-
cantly youth and young married couples. 
The rejuvenation of the parish is especially 
evident in the increasing numbers of mar-
riages and baptisms. Adult baptisms are 
another sign of growth, and intermarriage 
has increased church membership, which 
has enriched the community and won new 
friends of Ukraine. Dynamism in the parish 
is evident in catechism classes for children, 
as well as Bible study, lectures and discus-
sion groups on religious and church-histor-
ical themes for adults. 

The key to the success of Father 
Nalysnyk’s ministry, Dr. Hajda opined, lies 
both in his remarkable gift of empathy and 
in the unique combination of experiences 
in his professional life. Father Nalysnyk 
was, in the first instance, trained as a medi-
cal doctor whose calling was to heal, to alle-

viate the pain and suffering that so often 
accompanies the human condition. He then 
fulfilled his military service as a physician 
in the Soviet army – an experience that on 
the one hand cultivated strict responsibility 
and self-discipline, but also exposed him to 
the system’s injustices and cases of human 
despair. Indeed, it was in these circum-
stances that he heard the call to service in a 
religious, spiritual dimension, a call that led 
him to priestly ordination in the last year of 
strict illegality of the Ukrainian Greek-
Catholic Church in Soviet Ukraine. 

The integration of these three back-
grounds has become the hallmark of Father 
Nalysnyk’s service in Boston, Dr. Hajda con-
tinued. It can be seen in his higher theologi-
cal studies that culminated in a doctorate 
with a thesis on theology of health and 
mind-body medicine – combining the spiri-
tual, the psychological and the physical on 
the model of the healing ministry of Jesus. 
It was shared in classes he organized in this 
field for parishioners. Most significantly, it 
is evident in his ministry to the sick and the 
elderly in the parish, those in need of 
advice in difficult moments or consolation 
in bereavement. 

Highly unusual and effective is Father 
Nalysnyk’s dedication to the needs of the 
many children from Ukraine who come to 
Boston for specialized medical treatment, 
especially burns and malformations, at the 
Shriners’ Hospital for Children, and assis-
tance to their accompanying family mem-
bers. Very helpful here is Father Nalysnyk’s 
familiarity with Boston’s medical establish-
ment, since he also works as chaplain in 
one of the country’s top oncological cen-
ters, the Dana Farber Cancer Institute.

Among the numerous greetings from 
community leaders and organizations were 
those of Plast Ukrainian Scouting 
Organization, the Ukrainian American 
Youth Association, Ukrainian Federal Credit 
Union, Harvard Ukrainian Research 
Institute and the Boston branch of the 
Ukrainian Congress Committee of America. 
Extending his congratulations on behalf of 
the Ukrainian American Educational 
Center of Boston, its past longtime presi-
dent, Walter Boyko, presented a princely 
gift to the parish – a check for $ 125,000. 
(See story on page 16.)

There was warm applause for the felici-
tations read on behalf of an eminent for-
mer parishioner, Bishop Borys Gudziak of 
the St. Volodymyr Eparchy of Paris and 
president of the Ukrainian Catholic 
University in Lviv. Proclamations by the 
governor of Massachusetts and the mayor 

of Boston were read by parishioner Mary 
Wasylyk, who works as an official in the 
Massachusetts legislature.

A high point among the tributes was the 
recollections of the honoree’s younger 
brother, Father Bohdan Nalysnyk, who 
described the nurturing and religious 
upbringing in the family of five children 
that fostered two religious vocations. 

Father Yaroslav Nalysnyk’s youngest and 
most loved parishioners – the children – 
presented poetry and joyful song, captivat-
ing all present with their talent and sinceri-
ty. The children’s presentation was orga-
nized with artistic skill by Oksana Syneyko.

To commemorate the occasion Father 
Nalysnyk was presented with a collective 
gift from the parishioners: a portrait by 
Eugene Shcherba, a graduate of the 
renowned Lviv National Academy of Arts 
and the 2012 recipient of the gold medal 
from the Guild of Boston Artists in the 
Regional Painting Competition. 

The festive occasion drew to a close with 
words of thanks from the jubilarian him-
self. Father Nalysnyk stressed that this was 
not just his personal anniversary but also a 
community celebration, for he became a 
priest to serve God and people. He 
expressed gratitude to his mother, 
Korneliya, and his late father, Petro, who 
inculcated in him from childhood a love of 
God and the Church and respect for the dig-
nity of every person, and he gave special 
thanks to his wife Dr. Luba Nalysnyk (with 
whom he recently celebrated their 30th 
wedding anniversary) and children Ostap 

and Marta, with her husband William.
Father Yaroslav also shared his reminis-

cences of some milestone events on his path 
toward the medical profession and then to 
the priestly vocation, with studies in the 
underground seminary of the Ukrainian 
Greek-Catholic Church. The lessons were 
conducted in private homes; those who 
hosted the seminarians often put them-
selves and their families in jeopardy. 

The jubilarian mentioned his earliest 
ministry at the Dormition Church in the 
town of Yavoriv and in the village of 
Prybylchi (Yavoriv district), the birthplace 
of the Metropolitan Andrey Sheptytsky. He 
subsequently served in the region of 
Zolochiv and Pidhorone, where the impos-
ing church of St. Michael was constructed 
on his initiative. Following additional stud-
ies at the Theological Faculty of Zagreb 
University, armed hostilities in the former 
Yugoslavia forced him to emigrate, and in 
1992 Father Nalysnyk arrived in the United 
States. He returned to his theological stud-
ies and received a master of theology 
degree from the Holy Apostles College and 
Seminary, while serving simultaneously as 
administrator of the Protection of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary Parish in Willimantic, 
Conn. In 1994, Bishop Basil Losten of 
Stamford appointed him as administrator 
and later as pastor of Christ the King 
Church, and later as protopresbyter of the 
Boston Deanery.

Over the two decades of his service in 
Boston, Father Nalysnyk – together with 
the church committee and the support of 
the parishioners – successfully completed a 
series of important projects, including ren-
ovations of the church building, expansion 
and modernization of the physical plant, 
and beautification of the expansive church 
grounds. The parish made a significant 
contribution toward the construction of the 
patriarchal cathedral in Kyiv, constantly 
supports the educational programs of the 
Ukrainian Catholic University in Lviv and 
has raised large sums to support those who 
suffered at the hands of the Ukraine’s for-
mer criminal regime on the Maidan and 
since then the defenders of Ukraine’s inde-
pendence. 

Thanks to the goodwill shown by both 
pastors and congregations, relations 
between Christ the King and St. Andrew’s 
Ukrainian Orthodox Church are close and 
warm, as evidenced by such cooperative 
ventures as traditional joint Christmas and 
Paschal meals and support of charitable 
activities in Ukraine, such as orphanages. 

 COMMUNITY CHRONICLE

The youngest parishioners offer their greetings in the form of poetry and song.

At the anniversary dinner (from left) are: Ostap Nalysnyk, Father Bohdan Nalysnyk, 
jubilarian Father Yaroslav Nalysnyk, Bishop Paul Chomnycky and Walter Lupan.

Miroslav Vintoniv

Parish marks silver anniversary of ordination of Rev. Yaroslav Nalysnyk
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UFA awards Alexander B. Chernyk Medal to Ambassador William Green Miller
by Mark Bandera

PHILADELPHIA – The Ukrainian Federation of America 
(UFA) has awarded the 2015 Alexander B. Chernyk Medal 
to a former U.S. ambassador to Ukraine, William Green 
Miller. Ambassador Miller was presented the medal “for his 
outstanding leadership and deep commitment to U.S.-
Ukraine relations” at an annual awards ceremony held at 
the Ukrainian Educational and Cultural Center in 
Jenkintown, Pa.

The Alexander B. Chernyk Medal honors those who pro-
mote leadership and help to the Ukrainian people. Past recip-
ients include Reps. Bob Schaffer, Charles F. Dougherty and Jim 
Gerlach, Bishop Borys Gudziak and E. Morgan Williams, pres-
ident/CEO of the U.S.-Ukraine Business Council.

During the May 3 ceremony, Ambassador Miller 
received greetings from Sens. Pat Toomey and Bob Casey, 
and personal congratulations from Rep. Jim Gerlach. 
Archbishop Stephen Soroka gave the invocation. The event 
was attended by representatives of the American Jewish 

Committee and multiple Ukrainian American organizations 
from Philadelphia and Washington.

Speaking at the event, former Rep. Dougherty, who rep-
resented constituents in the greater Philadelphia area and 
was co-chair of the Congressional Ukrainian Caucus, 
thanked Ambassador Miller for his many years of service 
and dedication, and provided an insightful overview of an 
exceptional career that has spanned seven decades. 

“With an education from Williams College, Oxford and 
Harvard, Ambassador Miller entered the Foreign Service in 
1959, serving five years in Iran before transitioning back to 
Washington as a line officer in the office of Secretary of State 
Dean Rusk. In the years to follow, he served as a foreign poli-
cy and defense advisor to Sen. John Sherman Cooper, and 
held the position of associate dean and professor of interna-
tional politics of the Fletcher School of Law and Diplomacy 
at Tufts University,” Mr. Dougherty said. In 1986 Ambassador 

Miller returned to Washington as president of the American 
Committee on United States-Soviet Relations, where his 
position permitted him to travel frequently throughout the 
Soviet Union, obtaining direct knowledge of the monumen-
tal changes taking place in the region.”

He continued: “Between 1993 and 1998, Mr. Miller served 
as United States ambassador to Ukraine under President Bill 
Clinton. As ambassador, he was a supporter to some of the 
most fundamental transformations of the Ukrainian state, 
including ratification of Ukraine’s Constitution. To this day, 
Ambassador Miller still promotes peace and stability in 
Ukraine through his work as a senior public policy scholar 
at the Woodrow Wilson International Center for Scholars.”

Mr. Dougherty thanked Ambassador Miller “for his life-
time of international diplomatic accomplishments and his 
help in forging the steadfast U.S.-Ukraine relationship that 
has lasted and will continue to last for decades to come.”

 COMMUNITY CHRONICLE

At the awards ceremony are: (back row, from left) Charles Dougherty, Metropolitan-Archbishop Stefan Soroka, 
Jerome Kindrachuk, Nadia McConnell, Lada Pastushak, Rep. Jim Gerlach, Taras Lewyckyj, Maksym Kuzin, 
(front row) Len Grossman, Sally Grossman, Ambassador William Green Miller, Suzanne Miller, Dr. Zenia 

Chernyk, unknown, Vera M. Andryczyk and Natalia Voronkova. 

Olha Onyshko

Ambassador William Green Miller (right) with former 
Rep. Charles Dougherty and Dr. Zenia Chernyk. 

Carleton University

OTTAWA – Carleton University on June 
12 conferred a Doctor of Music, honoris 
causa, on Roman Borys in recognition of 
his outstanding achievements as a musi-
cian of international renown, an educator 
and a leader in bringing together some of 
Canada’s most talented artists to perform 
on the international stage.

“Creativity flourishes in an environment 
of limited possibilities,” said Mr. Borys. “You 
can’t come up with a brilliant solution if 
you don’t have a decent problem. So when 
you hit your hurdles just keep moving and 
take confidence in the knowledge that from 
constraints come possibilities.“

Mr. Borys was honored during a convo-
cation for students in Carleton’s Faculty of 
Arts and Social Sciences; some of the 3,345 
undergraduate and graduate students 
received their degrees over four days.

“If you really work hard and believe in 
what you are doing and commit to a path 
that brings you satisfaction and fulfillment, 
people will support you no matter what 
they thought you should be doing and good 
things shall follow,” said Mr. Borys.

Over the course of two decades, Mr. 
Borys, a cellist and producer, has distin-
guished himself as one of Canada’s leading 
artistic voices. As a founding member of the 

KINGSTON, Ontario – Prof. Lubomyr 
Luciuk of the Department of Political 
Science at the Royal Military College of 
Canada, was honored with a Royal Ontario 
Volunteer Service Award for 50 years of 
community activism at a ceremony held in 
Kingston, Ontario, on June 25. The ceremo-
ny was sponsored by the Ontario Ministry of 
Citizenship, Immigration and International 
Trade. 

Dr. Luciuk’s most recent book, “Famines 
in European Economic History: The Last 

Roman Borys receives
honorary degree from Carleton

Lubomyr Luciuk honored
for community activism

“Notes on People” is a feature geared toward reporting on the achievements of members 
of the Ukrainian community and the Ukrainian National Association. All submissions 
should be concise due to space limitations and must include the person’s UNA branch 
number (if applicable). Items will be published as soon as possible after their receipt.

Roman Borys receives an honorary Doctor 
of Music degree from Carleton University.

Prof. Lubomyr LuciukCarleton University

two-time Juno Award-winning Gryphon 
Trio, he has released 16 acclaimed records, 
toured internationally since 1993 and bro-
ken new artistic ground through cross-
genre collaborations and multimedia per-
formances. Most recently, the Gryphon Trio 
was awarded the Canada Council for the 
Arts’ Walter Carsen Prize for Excellence in 
the Performing Arts.

As the artistic director of the Ottawa 
Chamber Music Society, Mr. Borys oversees 
all aspects of programming its summer 
Chamberfest, one of the largest festivals of 
its kind in the world, and its fall-winter con-
cert series.

Great European Famines Reconsidered” 
(co-edited with Declan Curran and Andrew 
G Newby) has just been published by 
Routledge (№71, Explorations in Economic 
History Series, 2015). 

He also recently oversaw publication of 
№2 in The Holodomor: Occasional Paper 
Series, titled “ ‘Tell Them We Are Starving’ – 
The 1933 Diaries of Gareth Jones,” with an 
introduction by Raymond Gamache 
(Kashtan Press, 2015).

NOTES ON PEOPLE
Mr. Borys teaches at the University of 

Toronto’s Faculty of Music alongside his 
Gryphon Trio colleagues – violinist Annalee 
Patipatanakoon and pianist Jamie Parker. 

“Roman Borys is one of Canada’s most 
celebrated cellists and chamber musicians,” 
said James Wright, associate music professor 
at Carleton. “He is a consummate profession-
al musician. A performing artist, director, 
producer, arts advocate, impresario, teacher 
and mentor who has achieved a masterful 
level of excellence in all that he does.”
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Tennis Camp
June 21 - July 2nd       $935   
Kick off the summer with 12 days of intensive tennis
instruction and competitive play, for boys and girls ages
10-18. Attendance will be limited to 45 students. Room,
board, 24-hour supervision, expert lessons and loads of fun
are included. Under the direction of George Sawchak. 

Roma Pryma Bohachevsky
Ukrainian Dance Academy Workshop
June 28 - July 11th       $1325
A vigorous 2 week dance training for more intermediate
and advanced dancers ages 16 and up under the di-
rection of the Roma Pryma Bohachevsky Ukrainian
Dance Foundation, culminating with performances on
stage at our Cultural Festival Weekend.
Details at: syzokryli.com

Tabir Ptashat
Session 1 -  June 21 - June 27th
Session 2 -  June 28 - July 4th
Ukrainian PLAST Tabir for children ages 4-6
accompanied by their parents. To register
your child, and for prices, please use the
form available on Soyuzivka’s website.

Ukrainian Heritage
Day Camp
Session 1: 7/12 - 17th  
Session 2: 7/19 - 24th
$275 in-house or $350 off-premises
Price is per session

In this day camp, children ages 4-7 will
be exposed to Ukrainian heritage through
activities such as dance, song, crafts and
games. Children gain an expanded knowl-
edge of Ukrainian folk culture and lan-
guage as well as lasting friendships with
other children of Ukrainian heritage. Price
includes lunch and t-shirt, and unless
noted, is based on in-house occupancy of
parent/guardian.

Discover Your Heritage Camp
July 12th - July 18th       $650
Sleepover program filled with outdoor
crafts, hiking, swimming, organized sports
& games, bonfires, songs and much more
Cultural Heritage experiences. Room,
board, 24 hour supervision and a lifetime
of memories are   included!   Ages 8-15.

Tradition•Culture•Fun

Soyuzivka!@

Soyuzivka
Heritage Center

SUMMER
2015

CAMPS

Chornomorska Sitch
Sport School

July 19th - August 1st
46th annual sports camp run by the

Ukrainian Athletic-Educational As-
sociation “Chornomorska Sitch”,

for children ages 6-17. This camp
will focus on soccer, tennis, volley-
ball and swimming, and is perfect

for any sports enthusiast. Registra-
tion can be completed on the

Soyuzivka website.  Email requests
for additional info and questions:

sportsschool@chornomorskasitch.org

Roma Pryma Bohachevsky
Ukrainian Dance Camp
Session 1: July 26th - August 8th

Session 2: August 9th - August 22th
$1325 per session

Directed by Ania Bohachevsky-
Lonkevych (daughter of Roma

Pryma Bohachevsky), this camp is
for ages 8 -16, and offers expert 

instruction for beginning, intermedi-
ate and advanced students.

Room, board, 24-hour
supervision,

expert lessons
and loads of

fun are in-
cluded. Each

camp ends with
a grand recital.

Note: Atten-
dance limited to
60 students for
Session 1 and

100 students for
Session 2.

216 Foordmore Rd.
Kerhonkson, NY 12446
845-626-5641 • soyuzivka@aol.com
www.soyuzivka.com



19THE UKRAINIAN WEEKLY      SUNDAY, JULY 12, 2015No. 28

July 15 Ukrainian Day advocacy event, Ukrainian Congress
Washington Committee of America, Ukrainian National Information
 Service, Capitol Hill, 202-547-0018 or unis@ucca.org

July 16 Panel discussion on Art Paul, “Art behind the Bunny: Art 
Chicago of Playboy,” with Jennifer Hou Kwong, Lanny Silverman,
 James Goggin and Betty Seid, Ukrainian Museum of
 Modern Art, www.uima-chicago.org

July 17 Presentation on Metropolitan Andrey Sheptytsky by the 
Chicago Rev. Dr. Ivan Kaszczak, Ukrainian National Museum,
 312-421-8020 or info@ukrainiannationalmuseum.org 

July 17-19 Ukrainian Festival, Ukrainian Cultural Institute, 
Dickinson, ND Dickinson State College, 701-483-1486 or
 www.ucitoday.org

July 17-August 30 Exhibit, “Apostle of Peace: Metropolitan Andrey 
Chicago Sheptytsky, 1865-1944,” Ukrainian National Museum, 
 312-421-8020
 
July 18 Concert, featuring violinist Anna Rabinova, cellist 
Jewett, NY Natalia Khoma and pianist Volodymyr Vynnytsky, 
 Grazhda Concert Hall, www.grazhdamusicandart.org

July 18 Golf outing, Ukrainian Cultural Center, Cracklewood 
Macomb, MI Golf Club, eholowchak@sweetinsurance.com

July 18 Ukrainian Cabaret benefit, Organization for the Rebirth 
Lehighton, PA of Ukraine Branch 7, Ukrainian Homestead, 
 www.ukrhomestead.com or 610-377-4621

July 19 Concert at the Institute, featuring violinist Mariya 
Chicago Krasniuk and pianist Irina Feotistova, Ukrainian
 Institute of Modern Art, 732-227-5522 or 
 www.uima-chicago.org

July 22-25 Pittsburgh Ukrainian Festival, St. Mary Ukrainian 
McKees Rocks, PA Orthodox Church, 412-331-2362

July 23 Film screening, “Music  of Survival: the Story of the 
Ottawa Ukrainian Bandurist Chorus,” Mayfair Theater, 
 www.musicofsurvival.com

July 24-26 Ukrainian Festival, St. John the Baptist Ukrainian 
Ottawa Catholic Shrine, www.capitalukrainianfestival.com

July 24-25 Ukrainian Festival, St. John Ukrainian Catholic Church,
Syracuse, NY 315-478-5109 or paburak@syr.edu

July 24-26 60th anniversary weekend of Oselia, quad volleyball 
Ellenville, NY tournament, Ukrainian American Youth Association   
 camp, www.cym.org/us-ellenville

July 25 Concert, featuring soprano Zoya Rozhok, with
Jewett, NY accompaniment by Volodymyr Vynnytsky, Grazhda
 Concert Hall, www.grazhdamusicandart.org
 
July 25 Ukrainian Festival, St. Vladimir Ukrainian Orthodox 
Parma, OH Cathedral, www.stvladimirs.org 

July 26 Ukrainian Heritage Festival, Holy Trinity Ukrainian 
Cheektowaga, NY Orthodox Church, 716-684-0738 or 
 www.holytinitybuffalo.com

July 26 Ukrainian Day, St. Nicholas Picnic Grove, St. Josaphat
Primrose, PA Ukrainian Catholic Seminary, www.seminaryday.org

July 26 Religious education for youngsters age 3 to 18, 
Hillside, NJ Immaculate Conception Ukrainian Catholic Church,
 www.byzcath.org/immaculateconception

Entries in “Out and About” are listed free of charge. Priority is given to events 
advertised in The Ukrainian Weekly. However, we also welcome submissions 
from all our readers. Items will be published at the discretion of the editors 
and as space allows. Please send e-mail to mdubas@ukrweekly.com.

engendered by the U.S. as part of a worldwide conspiracy 
to destroy Russia as an independent state (Kommersant, 
June 22).

The Kremlin seems to believe it is threatened and must 
defend itself against mortal danger. On the other side of the 
divide, this attitude is mirrored: the Russian takeover of 
Crimea and its involvement in the Donbas fighting is seen 
as threatening overall security and stability in Europe. In 
response to a question posed by the Jamestown 
Foundation in Brussels, NATO Secretary General Jens 
Stoltenberg summarized the dominant Western opinion: 
“There can be no doubt that Russia is responsible for 
aggressive actions in Europe. And that’s the reason why 
we, NATO, are responding in a defensive way” (Nato.int, 
June 24).

Irrespective of the true reality of the situation, both 
sides believe they are on the defensive and under threat. 
Neither side is really talking about substance anymore, but 
only exchanging barbs and accusations in the true spirit of 
the Cold War that had ended with the collapse of the Berlin 
wall in 1989. Both sides say they will not be dragged into a 
new arms race and what is happening is not a new cold 
war. Indeed, the Cold War was comfortably cold in Europe, 
while around the globe it was quite hot, with constant 
proxy wars in Asia, Africa and Latin America taking a 
bloody toll. 

Now the fighting has reached Europe in eastern 
Ukraine. A vicious cycle of response to a response to a 
response is forming on the continent that has a clear 
potential to escalate.

 
The article above is reprinted from Eurasia Daily Monitor 

with permission from its publisher, the Jamestown 
Foundation, www.jamestown.org.

(Continued from page 2)

Defensive...

date to amend three areas of the Constitution: decentral-
ization, human rights and the judiciary. The aim is to make 
it more democratic, closer to international standards, as 
the government of Ukraine moves forward with reforms 
for a prompt European integration.”

Judge Futey further stressed that if Ukraine wants this 
to be effective then “time is of the essence.” He explained: 
“These amendments should be adopted in a session of the 
Rada by 226 votes and sent to the Constitutional Court 
for its decision. At the next session, if the Constitutional 
Court approves, the Rada needs 300 votes for the changes 
to be finally adopted and this should be done in 
September 2015, since local elections are scheduled for 
October 25, 2015.”

In concluding his remarks, the judge remained optimis-
tic, stating, “Hopefully, the recent events throughout the 
country, the people’s revolutionary expression and the 
experience on the Maidan during the Revolution of Dignity 
will be an irrevocable incentive and mandate for the imple-
mentation of individual constitutional rights. And that will 

make us proud to be part of this Ukrainian experience as 
the country moves forward with reforms to integrate with 
the European Union.”

The artistic portion of the program, titled “Transforming 
Shared Vision into Action for Peace,” commenced with a 
special concert featuring young talents from Ukraine. 
Three pianists from the Lysenko Special Music School in 
Kyiv inspired the audience with their moving performanc-
es of works by Ukrainian, European and American com-
posers.

The first to perform was Khrystyna Mykailichenko, a 
9-year-old prodigy from Crimea, who played selections 
from the works of Revutsky, Chopin, Debussy and 
Copland. Yevhen Motorenko, 15, dazzled the audience 
with his extraordinary presentation of pieces by 
Nyzhankivsky, Chopin and Silvestrov. The musical pro-
gram concluded with a special guest appearance by 
Dmytro Sukhovienko, a renowned pianist who currently 
serves as artistic director of a series of classical concerts 
at the European Parliament in Brussels. Mr. Sukhovienko 
passionately performed selections from the works of 
Kolessa, Rachmaninoff, Gluk and Liszt. 

Following a standing ovation for the Ukrainian perform-
ers, guests were invited to a Ukrainian-themed reception.

(Continued from page 5)

UCCA, Ukraine’s Mission...

the economy in the various systems is leading to a situation 
in which it will be practically impossible to combine into one 
again.”  (In support of this, Novaya Gazeta describes the way 
in which Moscow is making Russian-occupied Crimea a 
money-laundering hub (novayagazeta.ru/inquests/68624.
html).

And fifth, for Crimea to return to Ukraine, it would be nec-
essary for Russia to descend into the kind of “government 
crisis in which no one in the world is seriously interested.”  In 
short, Mr. Oleshchuk says, there is no reason to accept the 
idea that Crimea will somehow miraculously and peacefully 
return to Ukraine.

Additional evidence for his position, the Kyiv political sci-
entist says, is provided by the continuing existence of “two 
Chinas, two Koreas, two Cypruses, and so on.”  And he con-
cludes that “it is not excluded” that in the decades ahead, 
“the issue of the return of Crimea” will agitate Ukrainians in 
much the same way the unification of the two Koreas agi-
tates Koreans.

(Continued from page 6)

(Continued from page 6)

There will soon be...

Turning the pages...

Sea Breeze 2015 is set as a 25-day exercise held 
between June and October in the Black Sea, and at training 
sites in the regions of Odesa, Mykolayiv and Kherson, with 
at most 2,500 troops taking part. Ukraine and the U.S. are 
to be represented by a maximum of 1,000 troops, and the 
remainder of personnel (up to 500 troops) will come from 
other NATO countries and member countries of NATO’s 
Partnership for Peace initiative.

Other joint military exercises approved by Ukraine for 
2015 include Fearless Guardian (U.S.-Ukraine), Saber 
Guardian/Rapid Trident (U.S.-NATO-Ukraine), Secure Skies 
(Ukraine-Poland) and Law and Order (Ukraine-Poland). 

Source: “Sea Breeze 2010 drills start,” The Ukrainian 
Weekly, July 18, 2010.

mailto:unis@ucca.org
http://www.ucitoday.org
mailto:eholowchak@sweetinsurance.com
http://www.ukrhomestead.com
http://www.stvladimirs.org
http://www.holytinitybuffalo.com
http://www.novayagazeta.ru/inquests/68624.html
http://www.novayagazeta.ru/inquests/68624.html
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Ukraine finishes in eighth place 
at European Games in Baku

PARSIPPANY, N.J. – Ukraine finished in 
eighth place in the medal standings with 46 
medals (eight gold, 14 silver and 24 bronze) 
at the Baku 2015 European Games on June 
12-28. 

Following is The Weekly’s report on the 
results of the final three days of the 
European Games.

Inna Cherniak (57 kg) won the blind judo 
event 100-1 against Sabina Abdullayeva of 
Azerbaijan after scoring ippon. In the same 
weight class, Natalia Nikolaychyk tied for 
bronze with Ramona Brussig of Germany. 
Svitlana Iaromka (+78 kg) tied for bronze 
with Belkis Kaya of Turkey; Oleksandr 
Pominov (+90 kg) won silver in the men’s 
blind judo; Iakiv Khammo (+100 kg) tied for 
bronze with Renat Saidov of Russia; and 
Ukraine’s men’s judo team – Georgii 
Zanataraia (66 kg), Serhiy Drebot  and Artem 

Khomula (73 kg), Vitalli Dudchyk (81 kg), 
Quedajau Nhabali and Vadym Synyavsky (90 
kg), and Oleksandr Gordiienko and Khammo 
(+100 kg) – tied for bronze with Russia. 

Ukraine’s women’s saber fencing team 
(Olga Kharlan, Olena Kravatska, Alina 
Komashchuk and Olga Zhovnir) won gold. 

Ukraine’s women’s three-on-three bas-
ketball team (Olga Maznichanko, Krystyna 
Matsko and Viktoriia Paziuk) won silver. 

Boxers Yaroslav Samofalov (69 kg, wel-
terweight) won bronze and Gevorg 
Manukian (91 kg, heavyweight) won silver. 

Swimmer Andrii Khloptsov won his sec-
ond medal of the games (after winning gold 
in the men’s 50-meter butterfly) with a 
bronze in the men’s 50-meter backstroke.

For more information, readers may visit 
the tournament’s website, www.baku2015.
com.

Just as Ensemble Hilka grew from and 
was inspired by the Kyiv-based vocal 
ensemble Drevo, the singers who were in 
the ensemble continued to explore and 
spread the sound of village singing. The 
performances that followed were the flow-
ers and the fruit borne on that “Hilka,” or 
branch.

Ethnomusicologist Dr. Yefremov soloed 
with “Steletsia Barvinok” from Polissia. A 
foremost Ukrainian expert in the polyphon-
ic singing styles of central and northern 
Ukraine, he created the legendary Drevo 
ensemble in Kyiv and has taught numerous 
master classes in women’s and men’s vil-
lage-style singing. 

Accompanying herself on accordion, Ms. 
Primack performed the Bulgarian love song 
“Jano, Janke.” She followed that with 
“Kemano Basal” and “Sar Cirikli,” two 
Macedonian Romani songs.

The Ukrainian Village Voices, directed by 
Mr. Dolphin and Laryssa Czebiniak, sang 
the lively “Da Selo Nashe,” which urges 
women of the village to come outside and 
enliven the village because spring has 

arrived. In “Khodyt Soroka Kolo Potoka,” 
they sang of the two lovers who will meet 
once the father has put out the candles and 
fallen asleep. They ended with “Mnohaya 
Lita” from Polissia. Here, the 13 voices 
explored a range of vocalizations, changing 
tempos and dynamics, at times a celestial 
choir and then raw power, their fluid har-
monies reaching a pinnacle of vocal perfor-
mance. 

The a cappella trio Black Sea Hotel, con-
sisting of Sarah Small, Ms. Thomas and Ms. 
Roberts, sang the Macedonian folk songs 
“Sadila Jana” and “Malino Mome,” and 
“Ibish Aga” from the Velingrad region of 
Bulgaria, their delicate arrangements pro-
ducing wonderful fourth and fifth voice 
harmonies. 

Ms. Tarnawsky, accompanied by Paul 
Holmes Morton on the multi-stringed and 
amazingly long-necked lute-like theorbo, 
sang “Plyve Kacha Po Tysyni.” Her use of 
vibrato added a deep feeling to this Lemko 
song, a conversation between a son who is 
going off to war and his mother. They fol-
lowed with “Shcho Sontse Zakhodyt a 
Misyats Skhodyt” and “La Folia.”

Mmes. Sonevytsky, Roberts and Primack 
– the trio Zozulka – came on to sing “Oi 
Davno, Davno, v Matinky Bula” about the 
overgrown path to a mother’s house. That 
was followed by “Oi Ziydy-Ziydy, Ty 
Misyatsiu,” a heart-wrenching song of a 
woman abandoned by her lover and left to 
fend for herself, with her baby at her side.

Acclaimed bandurist and composer Mr. 
Kytasty sang “The Archangel Gabriel,” his 
voice and his 21-string bandura providing 
the emotion of this religious “chant” in 
which the singer wishes he could foresee 
when his life would end so he could pre-
pare himself spiritually with good deeds 
and generous acts. 

The concert ended with Messrs. 
Yefremov and Perevertniuk singing “Oi U 
Poli Krynychenka,” a Chumak song from the 
Chornobyl region, and “Bula Vchora 
Subota,” a humorous song from the Left 
Bank of Ukraine. Their two voices, singing 
in the Polissian dialect, garnered them 
enthusiastic applause and acclaim. As the 
enthusiastic applause swelled, the 
Veveritse Brass Band walked on, playing a 
slow Spanish-tinged serenade. Pausing, 
they launched into a lively march and led 
the audience from the room and to the 
reception and after-party, where they had a 
chance to mingle with the performers and 
listen to more Balkan delights by the band. 

The “Chornobyl Songs Project: Living 
Culture from a Lost World” album by 
Ensemble Hilka is available through the 
Smithsonian Folkways http://www.folk-
ways.si.edu/ website. It is a CD extra that 
contains 19 songs, as well as a printable 
18-page book with extensive notes and 
information about the project. 

(Continued from page 13)

“Chornobyl Songs”...

Zozulka trio.
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the Weekly’s collection of materials about the Famine

The Ukrainian Weekly’s official website contains A collection of materi-
als on the Internet dedicated to the Great Famine of 1932-1933 in Ukraine. 

Located at www.ukrweekly.com, the special section includes a chronol-
ogy of the Famine years, eyewitness accounts, editorials, media reports, 
stories about observances of the Famine’s 50th anniversary in 1983, schol-
arly articles, interviews with journalists who reported on the Famine, 
transcripts of testimony on the Famine commission bill ultimately passed 
by the U.S. Congress, texts of statements before the U.S. Commission on 
the Ukraine Famine, references and other documentation, as well as the 
full text of The Ukrainian Weekly’s special issue on the Great Famine pub-
lished on March 20, 1983. The section is completely searchable.

    

 

 MALANKA @ SEA 
 January 10-17, 2016    

Caribbean Cruise from $795pp.     Deposit by Sept. 1, 2015 

HAWAII CRUISE 
Feb. 06-13, 2016 - R/T Honolulu
Cruise from $1830 pp.  Dep. by Sept. 01, 2015 
 

<CANADIAN ROCKIES> - Jul 28-Aug 6, 2016
Tour price: $1875 pp.      Calgary, Banff, Lake Louise, Jasper, Victoria, Vancouver

<ALASKA CRUISE> - Aug. 6 - 13, 2016
Cruise from: $1300 pp.    R/T Vancouver on "Holland America"

 

Southeast Asia Cruise -Oct.26-Nov12,2016 
Singapore, Bangkok, Ho Chi Minh, Hong Kong, Shanghai, Busan, Nagasaki, Beijing 

Princess Cruise from $2315pp + Optional China Extension 
Call Zenia: 732-928-3792-ztc@earthlink.net

locations of where videos and photo-
graphs were taken in a process known as 
‘geolocating,’ ” the Atlantic Council’s 
report explains. “Geolocation techniques... 
allow an investigator to firmly establish 
the location of recorded images even 
without an embedded geotag (informa-
tion in a computer file’s metadata that 
reveals its location).”

In the case of the war in eastern 
Ukraine, digital forensic investigators 
have used publicly available satellite 
imagery, Google maps images and other 
open sources to place specific Russian sol-
diers from known Russian military units 
at precise locations in Ukraine and the 
border areas of Russia.

  Analyst Mr. Toler says Bellingcat is con-
fident it has established that active 
Russian military forces have been 
involved in combat in Ukraine, with par-
ticularly high levels of activity noted in 
August 2014 during a Ukrainian govern-
ment offensive near Ilovaisk, and during 
the February 2015 fighting around 
Debaltseve.

“I’m sure there are some Russian sol-
diers there now, but nothing like the 
August 2014 and February 2015 mobili-
zations,” Mr. Toler says.

Plowing through the nitty-gritty of 
Russian social media sites like VKontakte 
and Odnoklassniki might seem like tough 
work for a 20-something from Kansas. 
But Mr. Toler says it isn’t too hard.

“I’ve had a lot of practice,” he says. “In 
graduate school, I did a large translation 
project with hundreds of NKVD [Stalin-
era Soviet secret police] documents. That 

was difficult as I had to work through 
unfamiliar jargon and faded handwriting. 
This is much easier because I can Google 
what I don’t understand or ask a Russian 
or Ukrainian.”

He stresses that the real innovation of 
digital forensics is its “open approach to 
information” that promotes “a more dem-
ocratic analysis.”

“If people disagree with the analysis 
provided by a Bellingcat contributor, then 
that’s fine,” Mr. Toler argues. “He or she 
has access to the exact same information 
and, in most cases, tools as the contribu-
tor.”

Mr. Toler is realistic about the results 
that these new investigative techniques 
can achieve in the real world.

“I’m not so optimistic or utopian about 
saving the world,” he says. “I know that 
even the most obvious, clear truth will be 
rejected by many because some minds 
can’t be changed. But I am a little bit uto-
pian in the idea of the potential of trans-
parent, open-source information and its 
future uses in informing the public and 
key actors like journalists and politicians, 
as well as historians.”

“The best way to counter propaganda 
isn’t with reciprocal propaganda but with 
transparent sourcing of information that 
allows others to make their own critical 
judgments,” he adds.

RFE/RL correspondent Robert Coalson 
contributed to this report

Copyright 2015, RFE/RL Inc. Reprinted 
with the permission of Radio Free Europe/
Radio Liberty, 1201 Connecticut Ave. NW, 
Washington DC 20036; www.rferl.org (see 
http://www.rferl.org/content/digital-
investigators-disperse-fog-of-war-
ukraine/27106623.html).

(Continued from page 1)
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Digital investigators...

Derogatory ad...

staff), and in terms of Marketing 101, is in 
the Top 10 of Things Not to Do unless you 
want to anger your customers. It makes 
you nothing more than a ... well, fill in your 
favorite epitaph.

“The really sad thing for all of you is 
that Ukrainian dancing is recognized 
worldwide as one of the most expressive 
and visually dynamic forms of ethno-
national dancing. Of course the deep and 
profound ignorance and arrogance that is 
dominant in your advertising department 
precludes anyone at Verizon from under-
standing that.

“Pull the ugly, nasty ad, now. Destroy it. 
Under that link, run an apology instead for 
deeply offending millions of Ukrainians in 
the U.S. and Canada and an apology for 
taking our money and still being so damn 
dumb…”

The Embassy of Ukraine in the U.S.A. 
also issued a public statement via its 
Facebook page:

“We have let Verizon know our con-
cern about its commercial labeled ‘I’ll 
watch anything except this’ that ridicules 
the Ukrainian national dance ‘Hopak’ in a 
manner that many will find derogatory. 
While this most likely hasn’t been 
Verizon’s intention, such commercial can 
be seen as disrespectful of the Ukrainian 
culture and offensive to millions of 
Ukrainians, including those who live in 
the United States. We have seen many 
comments from the Ukrainian communi-
ty to that effect. The issue is particularly 
sensitive at the time when Russian 
aggression threatens Ukraine’s sover-
eignty and statehood. While having no 
intention to interfere with Verizon’s 
advertising policy, it is our sincere hope 
that the company will take this fact into 

consideration.”
Dr. Lubomyr Luciuk, professor at the  

Royal Military College of Canada, wrote:  
“…Would you dare substitute rap music 
or Klezmer musicians for Ukrainian danc-
ing – I doubt it very much. And at a time 
when Ukraine is being dismembered by 
the Russians, this kind of dumb and taste-
less ad is even more inappropriate. Have 
it removed, immediately, otherwise I am 
sure you will start hearing folks saying 
‘I’ll subscribe to anything by Verizon.’”

Roma Hadzewycz, editor-in-chief of 
The Ukrainian Weekly, wrote to Verizon: 
“…Verizon must apologize – publicly – to 
the Ukrainian community. …Our newspa-
pers, which serve the Ukrainian commu-
nity of North America, will gladly publish 
your official statement on this matter…

”Diedre Hart, public relations director 
for Verizon, wrote in an e-mail message 
to The Ukrainian Weekly: “Thank you for 
taking the time to share your thoughts. 
The commercial is about our latest effort 
to give customers a simple way to find 
the types of channels they want to watch, 
and pay for exactly that. We sincerely 
apologize if the commercial offended you. 
That was not the intent. To that end, that 
reference is no longer in the commercials. 
We appreciate the opportunity to 
respond.” She declined to offer any fur-
ther comment.

Thus far, Verizon has failed to respond 
to The Ukrainian Weekly after Matthew 
Dubas had left messages for executives 
responsible for media relations.

For those who want to express them-
selves, Verizon has a Facebook page and 
Twitter. As well, readers can submit an 
inquiry or concern to Verizon’s Office of 
Ethics and Business Conduct, by calling 
the VZ Compliance Guideline at 
844-VZGUIDE (844-894-8433) for U.S. 
and (+) 800-0-624-0007 for international 
callers.

ment was bought by volunteers, and we 
had to report its use. Aleksandrov left our 
hospital with that equipment on his leg. 
First, I offered to my colleagues that we 
publish this information together, but 
they said it was useless and nothing 
would change, and refused. That is why I 
did it alone. 

After my publication, I received a phone 
call from the 112 television channel. They 
asked me to comment. I was on the air and 
heard how they said that Aidar soldiers 
had captured the Russians. My first reac-
tion was to correct this information, 
because this wasn’t true. However, I didn’t 
know if I could reveal that the soldiers of 
the 92nd Brigade really did it. It could have 
been a secret. That is why at the beginning, 
everybody thought that Aidar captured the 
Russians. 

Later in the evening, a few guys from 
the 92nd Brigade approached me. They 
were angry and asked why I said Aidar 
captured the Russian troops. I said I never 
claimed anything like that – neither in my 
Facebook post nor later on the air. Their 
commander, with the code name Snake, 
asked me to post on my Facebook page 

that it was soldiers from the 92nd Brigade 
that captured the Russians. I did that.

Did you think that Ukrainian com-
manders could punish you for your pub-
lication of this information? Did you 
actually have the right to reveal it?

I think that I didn’t have the authority to 
do it, but I really wanted people to know 
about the fact that there are Russian divi-
sions among separatists who are fighting 
against Ukrainian forces.

Do you think that this information 
would have been revealed by command-
ers without your publication?

I do not know, which is why I decided to 
take the risk and reveal this information. 
That was some kind of insurance.

Are you satisfied with the result and 
the fact that this capture became pub-
lic?

I am quite happy that everything hap-
pened in the way it should have happened. 
I think that we needed this publicity. I am 
sure that this story will influence many 
things. I think that these Russians should 
face a public trial and, afterwards, they 
should be exchanged for Ukrainian cap-
tives. That would be the right scenario, in 
my mind.

(Continued from page 9)

Medic on war...

http://www.rferl.org
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UKELODEON
FOr ThE NExT GENEraTiON

by Nadia Nynka

LONG VALLEY, N.J. – A camporee for Ukraini-
an Plast cub scouts (novatstvo) took place on Sun-
day, May 31, here at Schooley’s Mountain County 
Park . The camporee is a one-day, theme-oriented 
program that is usually held at the conclusion of 
the school year. 

Eighty-three Plast cub scouts, boys and girls age 
6-11, as well as 26 counselors, from Plast branches 
and groups in Newark, Passaic and Bound Brook, 
N.J., and Philadelphia participated in the event, 
which was organized this year by Plast’s Chorto-
polokhy sorority, led by Anna Pohorylo, with the 
participation of 17 of its senior and junior members.

The camporee was led by Nadia Nynka, direc-
tor; Adrienne Magun, head counselor; and Lar-
issa Popel, scribe. Mark Nynka, as a registered 
EMT (Emergency Medical Technician), provided 
medical support. Additionally, two members of the 
Newark Plast branch, scouts Deanna Zawadiwsky 
and Alexander Tomko, as part of their project for 
achieving Plast’s eagle scout rank, planned the 
camporee’s theme and the general program for 
the day, designed and ordered the T-shirts and 

emblems distributed to all of the participants, and 
organized and led the sports activities and games.

The theme of the camporee was “A Sweet 
World.” During the opening ceremonies, the leader 
of Plast Ukrainian Scouting Organization U.S.A., 
Christine Kochan, was introduced and welcomed. 
Following opening ceremonies, Christine Staw-
nychy presented a story in which the main charac-
ters were acted out by the counselors and members 
of Chortopolokhy that set the storyline for the day: 
The king of Candy-Land rode out to buy candy and 
flowers for his daughter’s birthday, but on his way 
back got lost in a forest and was captured by a for-
est urchin, who stole his candy and locked him in a 
dungeon throwing away the keys. The king needed 
to be found and freed.

The day’s activities also included: hiking, with 
three planned activities along the way, including 
hints for finding the king, organized by Ms. Staw-
nychy, Larissa Holynskyj and Christine Chraplyvy; 
and an arts and crafts activity planned and orga-
nized by Christine Bokalo-D’Agostino. 

Following lunch, prepared by Nila Pawluk and 
Evhenia Podolak, the children and counselors 

participated in liturgy celebrated by the Rev. Taras 
Lonchyna. During his sermon he told the children 
that he too grew up in scouting and was a member 
of the Pobratymy fraternity.

The day’s closing ceremony included the award 
of the fifth level of cub scouting, the highest in 
Plast cub scouts before entering scouting, to Adrian 
D’Agostino of Bound Brook. 

However, the closing ceremony didn’t end the 
day’s activities. A traditional campfire was held, 
organized by the junior members of Chortopolokhy. 
Although a real fire was not permitted, a very re-
alistic campfire had been constructed by Evhenia 
Podolok which, with the use of a fan and red, orange 
and yellow streamers, looked very convincing. Kse-
nia Salewycz provided guitar accompaniment, as the 
children sang along and listened to a story acted out 
by Chortopolokhy junior members Adriana Fedori-
jczuk, Roxanna Kobziar, Adrienne Magun, Andrea 
Watters and Adrianna Kuzyszyn-Mamay. 

Finally, Ms. Stawnychy announced that, while 
hiking through the woods, the children had found 
clues that led them to keys that could unlock the 
dungeon where the king was imprisoned. One by 
one the children who found keys came up to the 
door of the dungeon and opened a lock. Once all 
of the locks were opened, the king came out and, 
to the delight of all of the children present, dis-
tributed a bagful of candy to each child there as a 
thank-you for freeing him.

The camporee came to an end with all of the 
children forming a large circle and singing the tra-
ditional farewell song “Nich Vzhe Ide.” Although 
this marked the end of the scouting activities in 
their local branches, many of the children are look-
ing forward to several weeks at Plast camps in July 
before returning to their regular branch activities in 
September.

by Leo Iwaskiw

PHILADELPHIA – The Philadel-
phia branch of the Ukrainian Ameri 
can Youth Association (UAYA) is 
named after the Ukrainian Insurgent 
Army (UPA), which fought heroically 
during and after World War II for the 
independence of Ukraine. With war 
raging in eastern Ukraine today, the 
UAYA branch’s Youth Division (No. 
8, named “Kyiv”) decided to con-
duct a series of activities to help the 
Ukrainian soldiers fighting Russian 
aggression. 

Headed by Dr. Chrystina Dolyniuk-
Mykytyn and assisted by Larissa 
Luzeckyj, the Youth Division set a 
fund-raising goal of $2,000 toward 
the purchase of individual medical 
supplies and Improved Fist-Aid Kit 
(IFAK) packages for 20 Ukrainian 
soldiers, along with the appropriate 
training.

In order to achieve their goal, the 

UAYA members organized the fol-
lowing four projects throughout the 
current academic year.

• “Lemonade Barricade” – the 
children made and sold lemonade 
in September-October 2014 at the 
traditional UAYA “Zdvyh” rally (over 
the Labor Day weekend at the UAYA 
Resort Center in Ellenville, N.Y.) and 
at their weekly youth meetings in the 
Ukrainian Educational and Cultural 
Center (UECC) in Jenkintown, Pa.

• “Chocolate Barricade” – the 
children made and sold hot chocolate 
in December 2014 during their annual 
“Welcoming of St. Nicholas” event.

• Coffee and cake sale – in March, 
the children collected free-will offer-
ings in exchange for coffee and sweets 
during the annual Taras Shevchenko 
concert at the UECC.

• Craft sale – in May, each UAYA 
troop made items (patriotic insignia, 
painted frames, flowerpots, bracelets, 

etc.) to be sold at the UECC.
By the end of May, the youths 

exceeded their original goal, having 
collected $2,600. The UAYA fund-

raising campaign continues. The total 
collected will be donated to the Patriot 
Defence Project, a program sponsored 
by the Ukrainian World Congress.

The lemonade sale at the UAYA Resort Center in Ellenville, N.Y.

UAYA youths in Philadelphia help Ukrainian soldiers

Participants of the camporee for Plast cub scouts held at Schooley’s Mountain County Park in Long Valley, N.J.
Erast Pohorylo

 Camporee in New Jersey attracts 83 Plast cub scouts
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Summer is here, and it’s time to enjoy the nice weather at the 
beach or the pool.  Here are some things you might need:

Mishanyna

BATHING SUIT
BOOK
FRISBEE
Swim  
GOGGLES

HAT
SAND TOYS
SANDALS
SUNBLOCK
SURFBOARD

TOWEL
Beach  
UMBRELLA
VOLLEYBALL
WATER SHOES

WHIPPANY, N.J. – The Iskra Ukrainian Dance Academy held its spring recital program on Saturday, May 9. A fund-raiser for the Ukrainian American 
Cultural Center in Whippany, N.J., this year’s concert raised over $2,000 for the center. Iskra Ukrainian Dance Academy was established in 1996 and cur-
rently has approximately 85 students ranging in age from pre-school through high school; its artistic director is Andrij Cybyk.

Trembita Dance Ensemble flourishes in Yonkers

by Maya Lopatynsky

YONKERS, N.Y. – The Trembita 
Dance Ensemble, based in the heart 
of downtown Yonkers, N.Y., has been 
and will continue to be a prominent 
Ukrainian dance group for youths. 
Led by the talented Orlando Pagan, 
Trembita has progressed from a small 
group started in 2007 to a larger and 
more popular group today.

Mr. Pagan, known to everyone as 
Orlando, first gained his interest for 
dancing as a teen, not realizing that 
eventually he would become a major 
part of the Ukrainian dance culture 
in the United States. As a teenager, 
he was interested in not only dance, 
but also drama, he said, noting that he 
auditioned for Performing Arts High 
School (known today as LaGuardia 
High School of the Arts). He received 
his admission into the dance depart-
ment and with that came the start of 
his career in dance. 

An important fact is that Orlando 
is not Ukrainian himself; his parents 
are natives of Puerto Rico. While 
studying dance, 19-year-old Orlando 
informed his parents that he wanted to 
engage in professional Ukrainian folk 
dancing. He was captivated by the 
beauty, speed and complexity of the 

movements in Ukrainian folk dance. 
In 1987 Orlando began to dance in 
the Ukrainian dance group Syzokryli, 
where he remained for the next 13 
years.

Orlando has been involved in many 
dance groups, and he eventually 
started the Trembita Dance Ensemble, 
which performs at many festivals and 
events. The first festival at which the 
troupe performed was the Yonkers 
Ukrainian Festival held at St. Mi-
chael’s Ukrainian Catholic Church 
grounds. Recently, Trembita has 
performed at Citi Field before a Mets 
game and has participated in many lo-
cal Ukrainian festivals.  Performances 
such as the one at Citi Field  have a 
number of pluses – most importantly, 
they allow the group to present  Ukrai-
nian dance and traditions to people 
outside of the Ukrainian community.

Although there is no true age cutoff, 
the dancers’ ages range from 6 to 18. 
The dancers are encouraged  to pursue 
dance even after high school gradua-
tion. The dance ensemble is divided 
into two groups: a younger group for 
dancers between the ages of 6 and 12, 
and an older group for ages 13 and 
up. Classes are held on Wednesday 
evenings at the Ukrainian Youth Cen-

ter in Yonkers. Those wishing to join 
the group can do so via the Trembita 
Facebook page.

The children who perform are 
always enthusiastic. With the range 
of dances from the Hutsul region 
to Poltava, the dancers are able to 
engage with their audience. They cre-
ate a dialogue within the dance and 
create the drama that really excites 
them. The repertoire of the Zakarpat-
tia region is vast and comprises “little 
pockets of different villages with 
different styles, therefore leading to 
endless possibilities,” Orlando noted.

Regarding the future, Orlando said 
he hopes to “perpetuate and expose 

Ukrainian dance to an even wider 
audience.” Trembita will continue to 
grow, and hopefully will be featured 
not only at highly visible festivals, 
theaters and more prestigious venues, 
but also on television or film where 
“exposure is greater,” he added. 

Maya Lopatynsky, 17. lives in 
Darien, Conn., and attends King Low 
Heywood Thomas School in Stamford, 
Conn. She is an active member of Plast 
Ukrainian Scouting Organization who 
is working towards the eagle scout 
rank. She was a member of the Trem-
bita Ukrainian Dance Ensemble for 
many years.

 Iskra Dance Academy presents spring recital

The Trembita Ukrainian Dance Ensemble before a performance at Citi Field in 2012.
Facebook/Trembita Ukrainian Dance Ensemble

Wowk Photography
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PREVIEW OF EVENTS
Friday, July 17

CHICAGO: The Ukrainian National Museum 
of Chicago will celebrate the 150th anniver-
sary of the birth of Metropolitan Andrey 
Sheptytsky with an exhibit called “Apostle of 
Peace.” The museum’s extensive collection of 
artifacts and relics owned by Metropolitan 
Sheptytsky will be on display. The Rev. Dr. 
Ivan Kaszczak will be the guest speaker. The 
Ukrainian National Museum is located at 
2249 W. Superior St., Chicago, IL 60622. The 
exhibit opening is at 7 p.m., and admission is 
$10. The exhibit will be on view through 
August 15. For additional information call 
the museum at 312-421-8020 or e-mail 
info@ukrainiannationalmuseum.org.

Saturday, August 1

JEWETT, N.Y.: The Music at the Grazhda 
concert at 8 p.m. features Zoya Rozhok, 
soprano from Kyiv. She will sing opera arias 
and songs by Donizetti, Puccini, Verdi, 
Shamo, Bilash and Kos-Anatolsky. Volodymyr 

Vynnytsky will be at the piano. General 
admission is $20; seniors, $15; members, 
$12; students, free. The concert is spon-
sored by the Music and Art Center of Greene 
County at the Grazhda Concert Hall on 
Ukraine Road. For more information call 
518-989-6479 or go to www.GrazhdaMusic 
andArt.org.

Friday, August 28
WILDWOOD CREST, N.J.: The Khmelny-
chenky Plast fraternity is sponsoring an all-
ages charity dance at the Wildwood Crest Pier 
Recreation Center. Doors open at 7 p.m. with 
dance music at 7-7:30 pm. The Party Ptashat 
kids’ dance will be held at 7:30-9 p.m., hosted 
by “DJ the Kid” and the “Bratchyks.” We are 
proud to present EMCK – live in concert – at 
9-10:30 p.m., followed by the “vatra”/jam 
hosted by MCs Lewko Wolansky and Andrij 
Tytla. Admission: kids and students, $5; 
adults, age 23 and over, $10. For more infor-
mation contact adrian@telligys.com. 
Proceeds go toward Plast camps.

PREVIEW OF EVENTS GUIDELINES
Preview of Events is a listing of community events open to the public. It is a service provid-
ed at minimal cost ($20 per listing) by The Ukrainian Weekly to the Ukrainian community. 

To have an event listed in Preview of Events please send information, in English, written in 
Preview format, i.e., in a brief paragraph that includes the date, place, type of event, sponsor, 
admission, full names of persons and/or organizations involved, and a phone number and/
or e-mail address to be published for readers who may require additional information. 
Items must be no more than 100 words long. 

Preview items must be received no later than one week before the desired date of pub-
lication (i.e., they must be received by 9 am Monday morning). Please include payment for 
each time the item is to appear and indicate date(s) of issue(s) in which the item is to be 
published. Also, senders are asked to include the phone number of a person who may be 
contacted by The Weekly during daytime hours, as well as their complete mailing address. 

Information should be sent to preview@ukrweekly.com. When e-mailing, please do not 
send items as attachments – simply type the text into the body of the e-mail message. 
Preview items and payments may be mailed to: Preview of Events, The Ukrainian Weekly, 
2200 Route 10, P.O. Box 280, Parsippany, NJ 07054.

10 Year Term Life Insurance*

 Minimum policy $20,000
 Issue age 16-85
 In Maryland, the issue 
 ages are 46-85
 Premium rates 
 will not go up. 
 Payable 
 for 10 years

For instant quotes call
888-538-2833

*  Not available in all states.

Term Coverage at Extra Affordable Rates!

2200 Route 10, Parsippany, NJ 07054
General information – 800-253-9862
www.UkrainianNationalAssociation.org
facebook.com/UkrainianNationalAssociation

The Ukrainian National Association, Inc.

10 Reasons to 
Buy Term Insurance

Reason #1: You own a home
Reason #2: You’re in debt
Reason #3: Marriage
Reason #4: A new baby
Reason #5: You buy a bigger home
Reason #6: A promotion
Reason #7: A growing family
Reason #8: A new job
Reason #9: You become widowed 
          or divorced
Reason #10: Retirement

Term Life Insurance provides a solution for 
you temporary life insurance needs, protect-
ing you and your family for a specifi c period. 
Payout only within term of policy.

Monthly premiums for $100,000 policy.

Age Male Female
   non smoker non smoker

 35 $10.33 $9.45
 40 $12.86 $11.11
 45 $17.33 $14.18
 50 $24.68 $18.29
 55 $34.93 $24.15

The Ukrainian National Association, Inc.


