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by Zenon Zawada

KYIV – The Verkhovna Rada voted on 
July 16 to approve constitutional amend-
ments submitted by the president, includ-
ing an amendment creating what is now 
called “specific procedures” for local self-
governance on the territories of the 
Donetsk and Luhansk oblasts occupied by 
Russian-backed terrorists.

Although legislation creating specific pro-
cedures had been twice earlier approved by 
Parliament (these were previously referred 
to as “special status”), an amendment is also 
needed to the Constitution of Ukraine, con-
sisting of a single sentence that refers to the 
corresponding legislation, said Oleksandr 
Palii, a Kyiv political expert and author.

In his remarks endorsing the amend-
ment on specific procedures, President 
Petro Poroshenko assured Parliament that it 
wouldn’t lead to federalization, or creating 
an autonomous entity within Ukraine like 
Crimea. Though insisting he was not being 
pressured, the president confirmed that the 
legal mechanism to establish the specific 
procedures was being demanded by the 
European Union and the United States. 

“We simply don’t have the right to create 
with our own hands a situation that will 
leave Ukraine on its own against its aggres-
sor,” he said. “That’s why now and in the 
future, when we will vote to approve the 
Constitution as a whole, we need to approach 
this vote with exceptional responsibility.”

The Minsk II accords, signed in February, 
required that the special status (as it was 
referred to then) be created by the year’s end. 
The approval of the specific procedures, 
which was part of a package of constitutional 
amendments, earned 288 votes in support 
from five parliamentary factions, including 
the Russian-oriented Opposition Bloc.

The basic conditions of the special sta-
tus – as it was called when approved by the 
Verkhovna Rada in September 2014 and 
March of this year – are: holding local elec-
tions, amnesty for those involved in the 
events in certain districts of the Donetsk 
and Luhansk oblasts, and allowing them to 
form the local law enforcement structures, 
among other conditions. These conditions 
are opposed by Ukraine’s nationalists and 
paramilitaries, as well as some forces in 
Parliament. 

In pushing for the amendments, the EU 
and U.S. leadership wanted to have the pos-
sibility of establishing the specific proce-
dures available at their disposal in the 
event that the Russian leadership decides 
to wind down the war in the Donbas, Mr. 
Palii said.

“The West wants reconciliation and is 
hoping the Russians finally understand that 
they’ve entered into a dead end and the 
specific procedures will give them a chance 
to back out,” he said.

The West also wants to prove to the global 
community that it’s entirely fulfilling its end 
of the Minsk accords before economic sanc-
tions are possibly escalated, said experts 
such as Mr. Palii and Vitaly Portnikov, a 
radio and television talk show host.

They pointed out that Western leaders 
are well aware that the attempts to create 
the specific procedures could fall apart. 

For instance, a prerequisite is that local 
elections are held involving all Ukrainian 
parties and mass media, and both former 
and current residents of the Donbas – a 
proposal that’s unlikely to draw support 
among the self-declared leadership of the 
Donetsk and Luhansk people’s republics.

“The West isn’t interested in imposing 
specific procedures governing the Donbas, 
but in demonstrating that it fulfilled its end 
of the requirements, while Russia didn’t,” 
Mr. Portnikov wrote in a column for liga.net 
published on July 16. “That should become 
the basis for prolonging sanctions against 
the Putin regime, as well as new restrictive 
measures.”

The establishment of a special status 
was only the 11th clause in the Minsk 
accords and was predicated on the fulfill-
ment of the prior clauses, numerous politi-
cal observers pointed out.

Verkhovna Rada approves amendment
on ‘specific procedures’ for the Donbas

(Continued on page 3)

by Christopher Guly
Special to The Ukrainian Weekly

OTTAWA – Faced with a July 24 deadline 
to pay $120 million to private-bond holders 
or risk default on its debt along with an 
economy expected to shrink by as much as 

9 percent this year according to the 
International Monetary Fund, Ukraine 
received a small boost last week when 
Prime Minister Arseniy Yatsenyuk marked 
his first bilateral visit to Canada since tak-

Yatsenyuk signs free trade 
deal with Canada’s Harper

(Continued on page 18)

Prime Ministers Arseniy Yatsenyuk and Stephen Harper meet on July 14.
Cabinet of Ministers of Ukraine

Pope declares Ukrainian Church leader ‘venerable’
by Cindy Wooden 

Catholic News Service

VATICAN CITY – Pope Francis has 
signed a decree declaring “venerable” 
Metropolitan Andrey Sheptytsky, who led 
the Ukrainian Catholic Church in the 
tumultuous period of both world wars 
and at the beginning of Soviet occupation.

The pope on July 16 signed the decree 
recognizing that Metropolitan Sheptytsky 
heroically lived a life of Christian virtue. 
The recognition is an initial step in the 
sainthood process; the Vatican would 
have to recognize a miracle attributed to 
his intercession in order for a beatifica-
tion ceremony to be scheduled.

Metropolitan Sheptytsky led the 
Ukrainian Catholic Church from 1901 
until his death in 1944. During his leader-
ship, Ukraine and its people were ruled by 
seven different regimes: Austrian, 
Russian, Ukrainian, Polish, Soviet, Nazi 
and, finally, the Soviets again.

Ukrainian Catholic Bishop Borys 
Gudziak of Paris told Catholic News 
Service that while the process for his 
sainthood opened five decades ago, it was 

only with the independence of Ukraine in 
1991 that Church historians and theolo-
gians had access to all his archives. The 
study required for the sainthood process 
was not possible while Ukraine was still 
part of the Soviet Union.

“It was a rich file,” Bishop Gudziak said. 
“Metropolitan Sheptytsky was involved in 
everything, so it took a long time to go 
through it all.”

“Metropolitan Sheptytsky lived in the 
house of the Lord and it had a high roof, 
open doors and open windows – he lived 
outside the box,” the bishop said. “He 
reached out to the Orthodox when ecu-
menism was not official Church policy; he 
defended the Jews during the Holocaust; 
and he was close to artists, poets, intellec-
tuals and writers.”

“Like Jesus, Metropolitan Sheptytsky 
had a very clear sense of his identity and 
his God-given dignity, which allowed him 
to be non-defensive and non-aggressive 
with others,” Bishop Gudziak said.

Born Roman Aleksander Maria 
Sheptytsky on July 29, 1865, in Prylbychi 

Metropolitan Andrey Sheptytsky after 
his release from Russian tsarist impris-
onment in 1917. (Photo reproduced from 
the  book  “Metropol i tan  Andre i 
Sheptytsky and the Establishment of the 
Ukrainian Catholic Church in the United 

States” by the Rev. Dr. Ivan Kaszczak. (Continued on page 14)



No. 30THE UKRAINIAN WEEKLY      SUNDAY, JULY 26, 20152

Russia slams NATO drills in Ukraine 

BRUSSELS – Russia says ongoing military 
exercises involving NATO countries in west-
ern Ukraine are “of provocative nature.” The 
Russian envoy to NATO, Aleksandr Grushko, 
said on July 21 that the maneuvers “disrupt” 
the process of implementing the Minsk 
agreement signed in February and aimed at 
putting an end to fighting between govern-
ment forces and Russian-backed separatist 
rebels in eastern Ukraine. Ukraine’s Defense 
Ministry says some 2,000 troops are 
involved in the exercises, dubbed Rapid 
Trident 2015, which was launched at the 
Yavoriv military training field in the Lviv 
region on July 20. Almost 800 Ukrainian sol-
diers, more than 500 U.S. troops, and 700 
other servicemen from 16 other countries 
are taking part in the drills that are expect-
ed to last until August 1. The maneuvers 
also involve armored personnel carriers, 
helicopters and other military hardware. 
(RFE/RL’s Ukrainian Service, with reporting 
by Interfax)

Sentsov trial starts in Russia 

ROSTOV-ON-DON, Russia – Ukrainian 
film director Oleh Sentsov and a co-defen-
dant have gone on trial on terror charges in 
southern Russia. Mr. Sentsov told a military 
court in the city of Rostov-on-Don on July 
21, “I don’t consider this court a court at all, 
so you can consider whatever you want.” 
He is charged with organizing a terrorist 
group, planning terrorist attacks and ille-
gally acquiring explosives. If found guilty, 
he could face up to 20 years in prison. Mr. 
Sentsov and the other defendant, 
Oleksandr Kolchenko, deny any wrongdo-
ing. They were arrested with two other 
Ukrainian citizens, Oleksiy Chyrniy and 
Hennadiy Afanasyev, in May 2014 on suspi-
cion of planning terrorist attacks on 
Ukraine’s Crimean peninsula, which was 
annexed by Russia two months earlier. 
Messrs. Chyrniy and Afanasyev have been 
found guilty of participating in the group 
and sentenced to seven years in prison. 
(RFE/RL, based on reporting by Agence 
France-Presse, Interfax and Rapsinews.ru)

MH17 lawsuit filed in U.S. court 

CHICAGO – Igor Girkin, the former com-
mander of pro-Russian separatist forces in 

eastern Ukraine, has been formally accused 
in a U.S. lawsuit of orchestrating the shooting 
down of Malaysia Airlines Flight 17 (MH17). 
The lawsuit filed in Chicago also alleges that 
Mr. Girkin (a.k.a. Strelkov) acted with the 
blessing of the Kremlin when his forces fired 
at the Boeing 777 that was en route from 
Amsterdam to Kuala Lumpur on July 17, 
2014, killing all 298 people aboard. The law-
suit seeks $900 million for families of 18 
passengers who were among the dead. 
Lawyer Floyd Wisner is using the U.S. 
Torture Victim Protection Act, which can be 
used against foreign nationals, to bring the 
case against Mr. Girkin in a U.S. court. Mr. 
Wisner said the lawsuit “is not about money. 
It is about getting answers from Girkin and 
putting pressure on Russia to cooperate” 
with an international tribunal to bring crimi-
nal charges against those responsible. (RFE/
RL, based on reporting by The Telegraph, 
International Business Times and Kyiv Post) 

Pravyi Sektor wants to impeach government

KYIV – Hundreds of Ukrainian right-
wingers rallied in Kyiv on July 21 to protest 
against government policies in the wake of 
a deadly standoff between radical national-
ists and police in the country’s west. Pravyi 
Sektor leader Dmytro Yarosh announced 
that his group would start a campaign to 
conduct a national referendum on whether 
President Petro Poroshenko and his gov-
ernment should be impeached and an 
“absolute blockade” set up against territory 
in eastern Ukraine under the control of 
pro-Russian separatists. Mr. Yarosh said a 
referendum should also ask whether 
Ukrainians support the legal recognition of 
volunteer militia units and their right to 
carry arms as well as the introduction of 
martial law – which he said would help 
defeat the rebels in the east. (RFE/RL’s 
Ukrainian Service, with additional report-
ing by Reuters and Interfax)

Gen. Dunford on Russian threat

WASHINGTON – On July 9, the U.S. 
Marine Corps commandant, Gen. Joseph F. 
Dunford Jr., who has been nominated by 
President Barack Obama to be chairman of 
the Joint Chiefs of Staff, said at his confir-

(Continued on page 12)

 ANALYSIS

by Vladimir Socor
Eurasia Daily Monitor

July 17

Twice in recent days (July 10 and 14), 
German Chancellor Angela Merkel and 
French President François Hollande have 
jointly demarched Kyiv to, first, legalize the 
Donetsk-Luhansk authorities in Ukraine’s 
Constitution, and next, to legitimize those 
authorities through local elections in those 
territories. Moscow has been airing similar 
demands publicly. But the Kremlin has not 
(at least not officially) contacted Ukraine’s 
leadership by telephone to press those 
demands recently. Instead, Ms. Merkel and 
Mr. Hollande have been working the 
phones toward that end.

In their conference call with President 
Petro Poroshenko on July 10, Ms. Merkel 
and Mr. Hollande welcomed the “start of the 
constitutional reform, aiming for Ukraine’s 
decentralization.” However, that reform 
must be “in conformity with the Minsk 
package, and refer to the special status of 
certain areas of Donetsk and Luhansk in the 
draft Constitution.” The French (usually 
more impatient than the Germans regard-
ing Ukraine) added a “particular emphasis 
on the special status” in the official readout 
of the presidential conference call 
(Bundesregierung.de, Elysee.fr, July 10).

The Ukrainian presidential office, how-
ever, omitted the point about “special sta-
tus” from its press release of the conference 
call (Ukrinform, July 11). The omission was 
a sign of resistance. Mr. Poroshenko had 
informed the Ukrainian Parliament and the 
country on July 1, correctly, that the term 
“special status” did not occur in the consti-
tutional draft; instead, the term “proce-
dures for local administration” is used, and 
not in the body of the text (where it would 
hold binding value), but in the transitory 
provisions of a relevant ordinary law (non-
binding, and conditional on the unlikely 
prospect of democratic elections in those 
Russian-controlled “certain districts”). The 
Merkel-Hollande call had clearly attempted 
to pressure Mr. Poroshenko to back down 
on those points.

On July 14, Ms. Merkel and Mr. Hollande 
returned to the telephone, this time with the 
Ukrainian Parliament’s chairman, Volodymyr 
Groysman, who concurrently chairs Ukraine’s 
Constitutional Commission. Repeating the 
unilateral interpretation from their preced-
ing call, about a constitutional special status 
for Donetsk and Luhansk, the two leaders 
added a demand and a warning: “In the 
interest of a long-term stabilization in 
Ukraine’s east, and to preserve the country’s 
territorial integrity, they [Merkel and 
Hollande] would particularly welcome an 
understanding to be reached between the 
parties [Kyiv and Donetsk-Luhansk] about 
further progress on the constitutional reform 
and the upcoming local elections” (Bundes-
regierung.de, July 14; Elysee.fr, July 14).

That language seemed designed to imply 
that Kyiv would be on its own, unless it 
starts negotiating with Donetsk and 
Luhansk about their special status and 
elections to be held there. A start to that 
direct negotiation is Moscow’s first and 
foremost demand in the current phase of 
the Minsk process. Chairman Groysman’s 
office omitted those contentious remarks 
from its press release on that conference 
call, as Mr. Poroshenko had done and for 
the same reasons. 

While Mr. Hollande and Ms. Merkel 
spoke of decentralization as a Ukrainian 
obligation under the Minsk agreement, Mr. 
Groysman spoke of it as a Ukrainian reform 
initiative, with no reference to Minsk (Rada.
gov.ua, July 14; Ukrinform, July 15). It 
seems, in any case, strange for heads of 
executive power to interfere with the con-
stitutional process of another country’s 
democratically elected Parliament; all the 
more after failing to sway that same coun-
try’s president (who also happens to be Mr. 
Groysman’s party-political chief).

Berlin and Paris proved quick to react to 
Ukraine’s recent decisions on administra-
tive-territorial decentralization (July 1) and 
on local elections (July 14).

The constitutional amendments on 
decentralization,  unveiled by Mr. 
Poroshenko on July 1, and due for parlia-
mentary approval by August, preclude 
legalizing the current Donetsk-Luhansk 
authorities in any form. Transitory provi-
sions, however, envisage that “specific pro-
cedures of local self-administration in cer-
tain districts of the Donetsk and Luhansk 
oblasts” are defined by a relevant ordinary 
Ukrainian law (see Eurasia Daily Monitor, 
July 10). This mechanism would break the 
link that the Minsk armistice imposed 
between a settlement of the Russia-Ukraine 
war and an internal Ukrainian constitution-
al settlement. Ms. Merkel’s and Mr. 
Hollande’s interventions by telephone asp-
parently sought to reinstate that link.

The law on local elections, adopted by 
the Verkhovna Rada on July 14, provides 
the legal basis for holding local elections on 
October 25 throughout the country, except 
in Crimea and the Donetsk-Luhansk terri-
tories under Russian control. The law’s 
transitory provisions ascertain the fact that 
Ukrainian law and democratic election 
standards are impossible to uphold in 
those territories (Rada.gov.ua, July 14; 
Ukrinform, July 15). This makes clear that 
Ukraine will not consent to legitimizing 
fake elections there

The secessionist authorities have 
announced plans to stage elections there 
separately from, but simultaneously with 
Ukraine’s October 25 elections (see EDM, 
July 9). Berlin and Paris, however, are inter-
ested in Donetsk-Luhansk elections to be 
held by agreement with Kyiv and the 
Organization for Security and Cooperation 
in Europe (OSCE). Elections, if validated, 
would qualify the Donetsk and Luhansk 
authorities for a legal status vis-à-vis the 
rest of Ukraine, though under de facto mili-
tary protection of Russia, which (under the 
Minsk armistice) holds all levers with no 
obligations. And this would place Donetsk-
Luhansk, fronting for Russia, in an impreg-
nable position to challenge Kyiv to hold 
direct negotiations for the “full implemen-
tation of the Minsk agreement.”

 
The article above is reprinted from 

Eurasia Daily Monitor with permission from 
its publisher, the Jamestown Foundation, 
www.jamestown.org.

Berlin, Paris seek constitutional status
for Donetsk and Luhansk in Ukraine
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Correction
In “Turning the pages back…” (July 19), 

the wrong date was inadvertently given for 
the day the Supreme Soviet of the 
Ukrainian SSR proclaimed Ukraine’s sover-
eignty. The date cited at the beginning of 
the story, July 22, 1990, was the date of 
The Ukrainian Weekly’s story about that 
historic event. The date of the proclama-
tion was July 16, 1990. (The correction has 
been made in our online edition.)
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NEWS ANALYSIS: The air tragedy that condemned Putin’s Russia
by Pavel K. Baev

Eurasia Daily Monitor

It was a year ago on July 17 that the 
Boeing 777 Malaysia Airlines Flight 17, fly-
ing from Amsterdam to Kuala Lumpur, was 
shot down by a missile over eastern 
Ukraine, resulting in a loss of 298 lives. The 
shock of that tragedy awakened Europe 
and the wider global community to the 
grave risk that the localized armed conflict 
in Donbas posed to international security. 
Russia strenuously denied responsibility, 
despite its direct involvement in sparking 
the very war that turned the sky over 
Ukraine into a battle zone, and despite sup-
plying the separatists with the surface-to-
air missiles that inflicted heavy losses on 
the Ukrainian air force and later shot down 
the Malaysian passenger jet. 

International investigations have not as 
yet delivered definite results, but various 
independent examinations of the tragedy 
have firmly established that MH17 was hit 
by a single missile fired from a Buk-M1 mis-
sile system, which arrived to the rebel-con-
trolled part of Donetsk region on July 14; 
immediately after the salvo, the weapon 
was withdrawn back to Russia (Novaya 
Gazeta, July 13).

Malaysia has presented a request to the 
United Nations Security Council to set up 
an international tribunal to name and pun-

ish those responsible for this crime, and 
Russia has taken a firm stance against such 
prosecutions (Kommersant, July 17). In his 
phone conversation with Dutch Prime 
Minister Mark Rutte – who supports the 
international tribunal proposal together 
with Australia, Belgium and the United 
Kingdom – President Vladimir Putin called 
the initiative “untimely and counterproduc-
tive” (Kremlin.ru, July 16). Employing every 
available diplomatic trick, Russia has suc-
ceeded in postponing the vote at the U.N. 
Security Council until the end of July and is 
set to use its “veto” (Rbc.ru, July 18). 

This maneuvering has inflicted further 
damage to Russia’s already compromised 
international credibility and – for all intents 
and purposes – amounts to an admission of 
guilt in the murder (quite possibly, by mis-
take) of 298 innocent people, while refus-
ing to accept any responsibility (Gazeta.ru, 
July 16).

This self-defeating opposition to the 
massive international demand for justice 
reveals the rotten character of Russia’s 
aggression against Ukraine, which is often 
characterized as a “hybrid war” (Vedomosti, 
July 16). Moving hundreds of tanks and 
artillery systems into the war zone, Moscow 
speaks only about its “humanitarian con-
voys”; and while deploying whole battalion 
tactical groups to score such victories as 
Debaltseve in February, Russia admits only 

to the involvement of some “volunteers” 
(Carnegie.ru, July 15). This blatant denial is 
probably seen in the Kremlin as useful 
deception that makes it possible to exploit 
divisions in the Western camp, where politi-
cians who find it convenient to claim Russia 
is “innocent” are a ruble a dozen. However, 
what is smart for war-manipulators is pain-
fully damaging for the morale of the army, 
where every contract soldier knows he is 
likely to be abandoned and betrayed in case 
of trouble (Novaya Gazeta, July 14). 

Presently, a new concentration of 
Russian troops near and inside the borders 
of Ukraine is accompanied by exchanges of 
heavy fire across the ceasefire line. And the 
Ukrainian leadership has few reasons to 
believe that telephone conferences in the 
Minsk format will prevent a summer offen-
sive (Rbc.ru, July 17).

The MH17 tragedy has reinforced anoth-
er feature of Mr. Putin’s “hybrid war” – the 
extreme intensity of vicious propaganda 
that aims at and, indeed, achieves an 
unprecedented “patriotic” mobilization 
(Grani.ru, July 17). Mr. Putin sternly warned 
Dutch Prime Minister Rutte about “unac-
ceptable” leaks from the investigations. But 
in fact, it is the mainstream Russian media 
that spins all sorts of mind-boggling specu-
lations as to the shooting down of the 
Malaysian Boeing 777 flight, particularly 
favoring the story of a deliberate intercept 

by a Ukrainian Su-25 fighter (Nezavisimoe 
Voennoe Obozrenie, July 17). 

The Russian public does not necessarily 
believe such crude lies, but it is considered 
“patriotically correct” to pretend to accept 
them and to express views corresponding 
to the official line in opinion polls 
(Ezhednevny Zhurnal, July 17). This Soviet-
style mass readiness to uphold myths of 
Russia’s heroic struggle for a just cause 
actually limits Mr. Putin’s space for maneu-
ver: admitting any wrongdoing could punc-
ture this myth and result in a sudden and 
irreparable drop in his approval ratings 
(Moscow Echo, July 17).

Yet, an additional reason exists for 
Russia’s indignant and self-incriminating 
rejection of the proposal to set up an inter-
national tribunal under the U.N.’s aegis. The 
Kremlin was shocked last year by an inter-
national arbitration court’s ruling that 
Russia had to pay $50 billion in compensa-
tion to the Yukos shareholders, and this rul-
ing led to the seizure of valuable Russian 
state assets in various European states. 
Another verdict was issued by the 
European Court of Human Rights awarding 
Yukos shareholders 1.8 billion euros ($1.95 
billion). And in order to avoid payment of 
this fine, the Russian Constitutional Court 
rushed a decision on the primacy of domes-

Yet the West decided to adopt the policy 
– at least a month before the vote – that the 
Ukrainian government should fulfill its end 
of the accords without regard to whether 
Moscow was doing its part.

European Enlargement Commissioner 
Johannes Hahn revealed this policy during 
his June 18 visit to Kyiv, in which he sug-
gested to Mr. Poroshenko and Ukrainian 
leaders that they “should fulfill ‘the latter’ 
points of the Minsk agreements, not wait-
ing for Russia and its fighters to fulfill their 
end,” as reported by the Yevropeyska 
Pravda news site. 

That fact prompted critics of the presi-
dent to accuse him of pursuing the specific 
procedures even though the Russian gov-
ernment – which has armed and financed 
the terrorists in Ukraine’s east – is not ful-
filling even the most basic requirements of 
the Minsk accords.

“We haven’t observed any equivalent step 
in return from Russia, even after the epochal 
dragging through Parliament of the constitu-
tional amendments, a betrayal and anti-
Ukrainian in their essence,” said Dmytro 
Yarosh, the head of Pravyi Sektor, Ukraine’s 
leading paramilitary organization, which has 
a running conflict with the president. 
“Instead, conversely, the appetites of the 
invaders are growing and they’re constantly 
talking about that,” Mr. Yarosh said.

The president assured the public other-
wise in an address issued on July 19, fol-
lowing the amendments’ approval. All the 
key points of the Minsk II accords must be 
fulfilled before any establishment of specif-
ic procedures on the occupied territories of 
Donbas, he stressed.

“This law can only take effect after the 
fulfillment of an entire series of precondi-
tions,” Mr. Poroshenko said. “These condi-
tions include disarming the fighters, 
removing Russian soldiers, renewing con-
trol along the entire line of the Ukrainian-
Russian border, and holding honest, free 
and democratic local elections. Isn’t this 
what we’re striving for?”

Mr. Poroshenko was addressing harsh 
criticism from Mr. Yarosh, a national depu-

ty, and populist politicians like Oleh 
Liashko, the head of the Radical Party fac-
tion. The former alleged that the U.S. gov-
ernment caved in to pressure mounted by 
the Russian government in June to approve 
the Donbas specific procedures.

In essence, however, the amendment on 
the specific procedures is not much differ-
ent from the prior two bills (of September 
and March) creating a special status for the 
Donbas, said Mr. Palii. 

The term “special status” was deliberately 
changed to “specific procedures,” and likely 
at the initiative of Mr. Poroshenko, added Mr. 
Palii, a Kyiv political insider. “It’s a semantic 
difference specially aimed at reducing the 
status,” he said. “Procedures is less obligato-
ry. It’s no longer something special.”

At the same time, he admitted to The 
Weekly that few outside of Parliament have 
seen the actual text of the conditions of the 
specific procedures, which could have 
changed somewhat.

 Without the exact text available, politi-
cians such as Messrs. Liashko and Yarosh 
played on the public’s fears and criticized 
the president for putting the interests of 
the West ahead of the interests of the 
Ukrainian people.

They pointed to the presence in the 
Verkhovna Rada’s visitor loge of Victoria 
Nuland, the U.S. assistant secretary of state 
for European and Eurasian affairs, who 
spent the prior evening – and even a break 
during the session – consulting with 
national deputies in securing the vote.

Also, on the eve of the July 16 vote, German 
Chancellor Angela Merkel and French 
President Francois Hollande both placed 
phone calls to not only Mr. Poroshenko but 
also Parliamentary Chair Volodymyr 
Groysman, “which says a lot,” reported Mr. 
Portnikov. [For a story on the pressure applied 
by Berlin and Paris, see page 2.]

Accompanied by EU Ambassador to 
Ukraine Jan Tombinski  and U.S . 
Ambassador to Ukraine Geoffrey Pyatt, Ms. 
Nuland likely found amusement in yet 
another raucous session in Parliament.

Mr. Liashko took to the tribune to invoke 
Winston Churchill’s now famous words 
that in choosing shame instead of war 
when appeasing Adolf Hitler, Great Britain 
would be getting both shame and war.

“We’re being told that if we don’t 
approve these changes to the Constitution, 
then Europe, America and the world will 
turn away from us,” Mr. Liashko said. “I 
want to remind you, Mr. President, the 
words of Oleksander Oles written in 1943: 
‘When Ukraine, in an uneven struggle, was 
soaked in blood, crying tears and waiting 
for friendly help, Europe remained silent, 
Europe remained silent.’ ”

Upon concluding, he led the Parliament 
in a melodramatic rendition of the national 
anthem, as his fellow national deputies 
stood and joined in singing.

“The politicians needed something to 
gain publicity from, especially ahead of the 
October 25 local elections. They were spec-
ulating on what’s otherwise standard legis-
lation to show what great patriots they are,” 
Mr. Palii said.

Responding to criticism just before the 
vote, Mr. Poroshenko accused his opponents 
of playing into the hands of the Kremlin. 
“Those who want to accuse the EU, the U.S. 
for staying silent, that they didn’t do any-
thing, that they betrayed us – that’s what the 
aggressor needs now: to divide the global 
unity that rallied around Ukraine. And the 
Ukrainian Parliament will never allow you 
to do that, I’m sure,” he said.

“If you were to activate your imagination 
now and paint a picture of what the situa-
tion would be like if Europe and the U.S. 
truly remained silent this year – you’d have 
to look at where Russian armies would be 
now and where would Ukraine be. It would 
be hard to imagine a more irresponsible 
position in this hall,” he emphasized.

Not to be outdone, the president 
launched into his own rendition of the 
anthem, which made the session all the 
more entertaining. 

The voting was capped off by a brawl ini-
tiated by National Deputy and Euro-Maidan 
hero Volodymyr Parasiuk, who was offend-
ed that National Deputy Roman Nasirov 
had failed to surrender his mandate – in 
violation of the law – after being appointed 
as head of the State Fiscal Service.

The constitutional amendments will now 
be forwarded to the Constitutional Court for 
review, which should be completed by the 
summer’s end, observers said. Afterwards, 
they will require two more votes in the 

Rada for approval, the first by a simple 
majority of 226 votes and the second by a 
constitutional majority of 300 votes.

Mr. Poroshenko said he’d make “every 
effort” to ensure these votes occur in the 
fall.

The approved amendment will refer to 
the law on the specific procedures for cer-
tain territories of the Donetsk and Luhansk 
regions, which will also need to be 
approved again, as stipulated by the Minsk 
II accords, based on a dialogue with the 
Russian-backed terrorists, said Mr. Palii. 
[The previous version of the special status 
had been approved in March.]

The scandal surrounding the Donbas 
specific procedures drew attention away 
from the constitutional amendments that 
were approved in the same vote, including 
those aimed at decentralizing political and 
fiscal authority in Ukraine.

Currently, the Presidential Administration 
is represented in each oblast and district in 
Ukraine, known as state oblast administra-
tions and district state administrations. 
Their heads are appointed by the president, 
and their function is to ensure that executive 
orders are being fulfilled regionally. Yet pre-
vious presidents abused the state oblast and 
district administration system for corrup-
tion, particularly vote fraud.

Executive committees will now take the 
place of oblast state administrations, whose 
leadership will be elected by oblast coun-
cils. But the president will retain the ability 
to influence these executive committees 
with his power to appoint prefects, who are 
charged with overseeing the executive 
committees and ensuring they don’t violate 
the Constitution, such as pursuing separat-
ist activity.

The Self-Reliance party opposed the 
constitutional amendments on the grounds 
that the newly created prefects are gaining 
powers “that are intrinsic to prosecutors, 
not representatives of the executive gov-
ernment,” said Oleh Bereziuk, the head of 
the Self-Reliance faction. “Such prefects will 
become usurpers and will make the entire 
local government dependent on then.”

Self-Reliance also opposed the Donbas 
specific procedures because “it sets the 
foundation for the creeping federalization 
that Russia wants,” Mr. Bereziuk said. 

(Continued from page 1)

Verkhovna Rada...

(Continued on page 12)
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by Borys Klymenko

KYIV – A Lviv rehabilitation center that 
has used meager government resources to 
help wounded Ukrainian warriors will soon 
receive a makeover and upgrade, thanks to 
the efforts of a partnership between the 
Ukrainian National Foundation, the New 
York-based Markian Paslawsky Fund and 
the Kyiv-based International Alliance for 
Fraternal Assistance (IAFA). Once complet-
ed, the initiative will make the Lviv facility, 
the Lviv State Enterprise for Mobility and 
Prosthetics, an important rehabilitation 
center in Ukraine.

The initiative received a strong kick-off 
with a July 10 fund-raising banquet at 
Soyuzivka during the Ukrainian Cultural 
Festival, that raised more than $30,000, 
highlighted by a $10,000 gift from the 

Markian Paslawsky Fund. The fund was 
established in 2014 to honor the memory 
of this Ukrainian American who died in the 
war in eastern Ukraine.

“Our family considered various options 
for properly honoring the memory of my 
brother and came to the conclusion that 
this project is most worthy and that the 
IAFA leadership is most dedicated,” 
explained Olena Paslawsky, the late 
Markian’s sister.

The Ukraine-Russia conflict in the 
Donbas region of eastern Ukraine has 
resulted in loss of limbs to thousands of 
combatants and civilians. Soviet-era reha-
bilitation methodologies and a lack of 
resources do not provide incapacitated sol-
diers the skill sets that allow them to 
return to society as productive members. 
Too often they are honored and then for-
gotten, many turning to alcohol or more 
tragically, becoming suicide statistics.

Serhii Suyazov, director of the Lviv reha-
bilitation center, said that current methods 
and practices in Ukraine need to change 
dramatically to provide wounded warriors 
who have lost limbs with training and reha-
bilitation services to allow them to return 
to society and live fruitful lives.

“Two weeks of services, as we currently 
provide, is simply not enough. These sol-
diers need to relearn basic life skills and 
receive psychological counseling, similar to 
what is done in the United States,” explained 
Mr. Suyazov. “They should have an opportu-
nity to learn how to prepare their own food, 
drive a car and even participate in sports.”

Current Ukrainian practice is to fit a per-
son who has lost a limb with a prosthetic 
device and provide a quick introduction on 
the use of the artificial limb before return-
ing the individual to society.

The project’s goal is to renovate and 
modernize nearly 3,000 square feet of the 
Lviv facility and provide modern medical 
and rehabilitation equipment to help the 
wounded soldiers.

“We will not allow for society to forget 
these Ukrainian heroes who have sacrificed 
their health – and were ready to give their 
lives – for Ukraine.” explained Viktoria 
Voronovych, president and co-founder of the 
IAFA. “They can be counted on to help build a 
strong Ukrainian society if we provide them 
with the skills and training that 21st century 
medicine has available.”  The IAFA will coor-
dinate the initiative from its base in Ukraine. 

Additional financing is needed and the 
Ukrainian National Foundation, the Markian 
Paslawsky Fund and the IAFA are seeking 
your contributions. Checks should be made 
payable to the Ukrainian National 
Foundation – IAFA Fund and mailed to: UNF 
Inc. – IAFA Fund, P.O. Box 280, Parsippany, NJ 
07054.

The building housing the soon-to-be renovated Lviv rehabilitation center.

Viktoria Voronovych, president and co-
founder of the International Alliance for 
Fraternal Assistance, at the fund-raising 

evening held at Soyuzivka.

Oksana Trytjak

Lviv rehabilitation center plans upgrade
Fund-raiser at Soyuzivka 

raised over $30,000
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PERTH AMBOY, N.J. – The Ukrainian National Association was represented at this 
year’s Ukrainian Cultural and Heritage Festival in Perth Amboy, N.J., on Saturday, 
June 27. This annual event is sponsored by the Ukrainian Catholic Church of the 
Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary (established 1908). The UNA provided a 
hospitality booth for hundreds of guests who attended the festival. The UNA’s booth 
distributed complimentary gifts to children, as well as tote bags and UNA promotional 
literature highlighting insurance, annuity and endowment products. The UNA also 
helped to distribute and promote The Ukrainian Weekly and Svoboda. In addition, 
the UNA held a raffle for a picnic and cooler basket; hundreds came for the drawing. 
Seen in the photo above (from left) are: UNA’ers Marika Drich, Stephan Welhasch, 
Nancy Bohdan and Michael Bohdan.

NEW HAVEN, Conn. – The District Committee of UNA Branches of Connecticut held 
its spring meeting on Saturday, April 25, at St. Michael Ukrainian Catholic Church 
hall in New Haven, Conn. In attendance were Stefko Woch, insurance sales and 
annuity specialist at the UNA Home Office, UNA Advisor Gloria Horbaty and rep-
resentatives of the state’s UNA branches. Refreshments were provided by UNA 
Branch 414 of New Haven. The district’s annual meeting will be held on Saturday, 
November 14, at 2 p.m. at the Ukrainian National Home in Hartford, Conn. Seen 
above are participants of the April 25 meeting.

UNA represented 
at Perth Amboy fest

Connecticut District’s 
UNA branches meet
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Ukrainians, a deeply religious nation, mourn the dead of Malaysia Airlines Flight 17 
– citizens of 11 countries. Local residents in the towns where the plane’s remnants, 
and passengers’ bodies, rained from the sky, have erected memorials, and they contin-
ue to pray for the repose of the 298 souls of the passengers and crew of the Boeing 
777. Memorial services were held throughout Ukraine; in Kyiv, people laid flowers on 
the steps of the Dutch Embassy and President Petro Poroshenko explained in an 
address that “the Ukrainian people took this catastrophe as a personal tragedy.”

At the same time, previously unseen video footage was released by News Corp 
Australia of “separatists” sifting through the wreckage of MH17 soon after it was 
shot down by a Buk missile, realizing that this was a civilian aircraft, and then cal-
lously going through the belongings of the dead. Australia’s Foreign Minister Julie 
Bishop said it was “sickening to watch.” The country’s Prime Minister, Tony Abbott, 
said the images show the downing was an atrocity – that the rebels were “deliber-
ately shooting out of the sky what they knew was a large aircraft.” Mr. Abbott stated 
that he had no doubt the aircraft was shot down with a Russian-supplied surface-to-
air missile because “rebels don’t get hold of this kind of weaponry by accident. I 
mean, this was obviously very sophisticated weaponry.”

Those were the scenes we saw on TV and the Internet as the world remembered 
the terrorist act that occurred on July 17, 2014.

At about the same time, it was reported that a Dutch-led international investiga-
tion is expected to release its official findings about the MH17 shootdown in early 
October, and that a secret draft investigative report released on June 2 to representa-
tives involved in the probe supports Western intelligence in concluding that pro-
Russian forces fired a Russian-supplied surface-to-air Buk missile at the jet. At the 
United Nations, Malaysia, supported by Australia, Belgium, the Netherlands and 
Ukraine, has requested that the Security Council set up an international tribunal to 
prosecute those responsible. 

Meanwhile, Russia has the brazenness to question the impartiality of the Dutch-
led investigation and it opposes the idea of an international tribunal, with President 
Vladimir Putin arguing that establishing the tribunal would be “premature” and 
“counterproductive.” Why? Because, as reported by numerous news media, the evi-
dence clearly shows the culpability of the Putin regime in the downing of MH17.

Instead, Russia is trying to obfuscate. It now says that it wants the U.N. to super-
vise the international investigation into the aircraft’s downing. Its proposal to the 
Security Council suggests that the investigating countries “keep the council fully and 
regularly informed on the progress” of the investigation and that “all interested 
states” have “just and equal access” to the materials of the investigation. Malaysia, 
Australia, the Netherlands, Belgium and Ukraine countered in their joint statement 
that the criminal investigation must remain confidential so that any future prosecu-
tions are not jeopardized.

Russia’s latest moves should fool no one. Just as Russia denied that its forces are 
waging war in Ukraine, it is now denying any role in the MH17 disaster. The interna-
tional investigation must continue, the international tribunal must be established, 
and justice must be served. The 298 souls mercilessly killed over the beautiful fields 
of eastern Ukraine deserve no less.

The Ukrainian Weekly

Ten years ago, on July 27, 2005, the U.S. Senate passed a joint 
resolution to commemorate the 30th anniversary of the Helsinki 
Final Act that was signed on August 1, 1975, in Helsinki, Finland, 
also known as the Final Act of the Conference on Security and 
Cooperation in Europe (now known as the Organization for 
Security and Cooperation in Europe, or OSCE).

The 30th anniversary resolution called on the president to issue a proclamation in recogni-
tion of this milestone international agreement, which paved the way for human rights to 
become the focus of international relations. In Kyiv, as in Moscow, the Helsinki monitoring 
groups served as watchdogs of Soviet compliance with the accords’ human rights provisions.

The resolution stated: 
“…during the Communist era, members of non-governmental organizations, such as the 

Helsinki Monitoring Groups in Russia, Ukraine, Lithuania, Georgia and Armenia and simi-
lar groups in Czechoslovakia and Poland, sacrificed their personal freedom and even their 
lives in their courageous and vocal support for the principles enshrined in the Helsinki 
Final Act.”

“…in the 1990 Charter of Paris for a New Europe, the participating states in the OSCE, 
declared that ‘human rights and fundamental freedoms are the birthright of all human 
beings, are inalienable and are guaranteed by law’ and that ‘their protection and promo-
tion is the first responsibility of government.’ ”

In the 1991 Document of the Moscow Meeting of the Conference on the Human 
Dimension of the OSCE, cited in the resolution, the participating states declared “that the 
commitments undertaken in the field of the human dimension of the OSCE are matters of 
direct and legitimate concern to all participating states and do not belong exclusively to 
the internal affairs of the state concerned.”

In Section D, Part 2, the resolution urges the president “to convey to all signatories of 
the Helsinki Final Act that respect for human rights and fundamental freedoms, democrat-
ic principles, economic liberty and the implementation of related commitments continue 
to be vital elements in promoting a new era of democracy, peace and unity in the region 
covered by the OSCE.”

Forty years ago, a mere week after the signing of the Helsinki Accords, a U.S. delegation 
of 18 members of Congress went on a trip to Moscow to meet with their Soviet counter-

July
27
2005

Turning the pages back...

by Paul Goble

Ukraine does not have time for modern-
ization of the kind Western societies went 
through or the kind of strong state that 
modernized some Eastern ones, Valery 
Pekar says. Instead, it has had to rely on its 
dynamic civil society, which with its “do it 
yourself” attitude has brought Ukraine 
back from the brink of being a failed state.

Not long ago, this instructor at the Kyiv 
Mohyla Business School observes, “Ukraine 
looked like a typical failed state: its govern-
ment apparatus was in ruins, there was no 
army, no judicial system, no national idea, 
nor any national project. Such countries 
typically don’t stand up to a military attack 
and fall into pieces” (nv.ua/opinion/pekar/
strana-sdelay-sam-59711.html).

That is what Ukraine’s enemies counted 
on. But it didn’t happen. Why not? “Why is 
our strength today greater than it was a 
year ago?” asks Mr. Pekar, who responds 
that there is an obvious answer: “thanks to 
volunteers and thanks to a strong civil soci-
ety,” which made up for the shortcomings 
of the state at a time when rapid change 
was needed.

“Located on the edge of a continent 
between the two gigantic geopolitical 
plates of Europe and Asia, divided over the 
course of centuries between empires, and 
having weak national elites and long breaks 
in its own statehood,” he writes, “Ukraine 
was in the club of late modernizers.” And it 
had to figure out how to escape.

Neither of the usual recipes was avail-
able, Mr. Pekar says.

The European path, based on the gradual 
appearance of new values and social practic-
es, was impossible because Ukraine simply 
has not had the time to wait for these things 
to happen, he says. And the Asian path, 
based on the imposition of these values by a 
strong state, was precluded because Ukraine 

lacks that kind of state mechanism.
As a result, Ukrainians had to look else-

where, Mr. Pekar says, and “our instrument 
of modernization, the moving force of 
change” has been civil society – something 
“politicians do not understand and fear.” 
The members of this civil society do not 
trust the authorities and, “without waiting 
for commands from above, are creating 
new precedents and practices, and in the 
future new social institutions.”

The country “that is arising as a result,” 
he says, can be justifiably called “a do-it-
yourself country.” That is “a completely new 
model, one that does not correspond to 
either the traditions of slow European 
growth from below or with the practice of 
rapid Asiatic imposition from above.

Importantly, Mr. Pekar says, this “third 
path” was not so much chosen as the result 
of something spontaneous, “when a critical 
mass of people with new values had already 
taken shape.” That makes Ukraine particu-
larly interesting among the inevitably inter-
esting category of “late modernizers.”

According to the Kyiv professor and 
entrepreneur, the success of Ukraine’s 
modernization depends on advances 
across “a broad front,” including economic 
modernization and the appearance of a 
middle class, spiritual modernization with 
dialogue among religious confessions, cul-
tural modernization with the appearance of 
new heroes, identity modernization with 
the creation of a political nation, and intel-
lectual modernization with an increase in 
the status of higher education.

Obviously, he acknowledges, a great deal 
of work still needs to be done in each of 
these areas, but there is already enough 
progress to declare that Ukraine’s achieve-
ment over the last year has had less to do 
with either bottom-up or top-down mod-
ernization than with the emergence of 
Ukrainians prepared to “do it themselves.”

by Paul Goble

Even if such steps would bring peace, 
Ukrainians oppose giving special status to 
the Russian-controlled Donbas by 56.1 per-
cent to 26.4 percent and transforming their 
country into a federal state as a whole by 
59.1 percent to 21 percent, according to a 
new poll conducted by the Kyiv International 
Institute of Sociology.

The agency surveyed 2,044 people in 
110 population points throughout Ukraine 
except in Russian-occupied Crimea and the 
Donbas. The margin of error, the sociolo-
gists said, does not exceed 3.3 percent (nr2.
ru/News/Kiev_and_regions/Opros-
Ukraincy-ne-gotovy-otdavat-Donbass-i-
Krym-radi-mira-101844.html).

In this way, Ukrainians have rejected the 
steps Moscow has pushed for, the West has 

promoted, and their president, Petro 
Poroshenko, has been pushing through as 
amendments to the Ukrainian Constitution. 
Their opinion should be determinative, 
except for those who believe that decisions 
about Ukraine should be taken without ref-
erence to Ukraine.

Ukrainians were also asked what other 
steps they might agree to in exchange for 
peace with Russia:

• Exchanging Crimea for peace: 33.3 per-
cent agree; 50.6 percent do not.

• Handing over the Donbas to Russia for 
peace: 15.3 percent agree; 72.1 percent do 
not.

• Recognizing “the people’s republics” 
for peace: 18.7 percent agree; 63.7 percent 
do not.

• Giving Russia all the eastern and southern 
parts of Ukraine along the Dnipro River for 
peace: 5.8 percent agree; 83.7 percent do not.

• Ending the pursuit of European inte-
gration for the sake of peace: 33.9 percent 
agree; 48.8 percent do not.

• Entering the Russian-dominated 
Customs Union to end the war: 28 percent 
agree; 50.6 percent do not.

• Ending the pursuit of NATO member-
ship for peace: 40.7 percent agree; 41 per-
cent do not.

• Offering the Russian language the sta-
tus of a second state language: 47.7 percent 
agree; 38 percent do not.

Civil society has made Ukraine stronger 
today than it was a year ago, scholar says

Ukrainians overwhelmingly reject
federalization of their country

(Continued on page 13)

Remembering MH17

 WINDOW ON EURASIA

Paul Goble is a long-time specialist on 
ethnic and religious questions in Eurasia 
who has served in various capacities in the 
U.S. State Department, the Central 
Intelligence Agency and the International 
Broadcasting Bureau, as well as at the Voice 
of America and Radio Free Europe/Radio 
Liberty and the Carnegie Endowment for 
International Peace. Mr. Goble writes a blog 
called “Window on Eurasia” (http://windo-
woneurasia2.blogspot.com/). The article 
above is reprinted with permission.
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by Bishop Borys Gudziak

For many, July is a time of joyful vaca-
tions; for some, July is – and always will be 
– a time of mourning. 

A year after the shootdown of Malaysia 
Airlines Flight 17 over Ukraine, family 
members and friends in the Netherlands, 
Malaysia, Australia, Indonesia, Great 
Britain, Belgium, Germany, the Philippines, 
Canada and New Zealand mourn the loss of 
their loved ones.

Their grievous pain is also ours. 
Ukrainians in the Donbas and throughout 
the country, as well as those residing in the 
homelands of the victims remember and 
pray for the everlasting repose of those 
whose summer travel, whose very lives 
were murderously interrupted.

Dear friends, you are not alone. You are 
not alone in suffering or in sorrow. Millions 
of Ukrainians losing relatives, friends and 
countrymen daily are with you in spirit. 

They stand with you in solidarity, 
demanding justice and yearning for peace.

Better than most, they understand the 
deep meaning of the sacrifice exacted over 
the fields near Torez, Donetsk region, one 
year ago.

An awful truth has emerged in the last 
12 months. 

Thousands had already been killed as a 
result of Russian aggression in Ukraine. 
The danger of expanded invasion was 
growing, yet the international reaction was 
indecisive and ineffectual. 

Then came the devastating images of 
July 17.

In the subsequent weeks and months it 
became clear that the senseless murder of 
298 MH17 passengers ultimately saved 
countless lives. It is perhaps of little solace 
for the families and friends of the victims, 
but it is an undeniable fact – their deaths 
had a profound impact. Only after this 
unspeakable tragedy did the international 
community take more serious measures to 
slow down the advance of Vladimir Putin’s 
invasion. Slow down, but not stop.

And so, hundreds of lives were lost, but 
thousands – perhaps tens of thousands – 
were undoubtedly saved.

Ukraine has been traumatized by the 
ruthlessness of its own – later ousted – gov-
ernment, the annexation of its territory, for-

The MH17 shootdown: a year after

During a recent conversation with a 
Western journalist, I was asked to voice a 
few concerns held by many in the U.S. dias-
pora. After discussing some items which 
seem to puzzle non-Ukrainians – such as 
the importance of moving ahead with de-
communization – I hit upon a frustration 
which resonated with this reporter. It 
relates to a simple premise to which I 
adhere when talking up Ukraine: simply 
put, there is no greater advocate for 
Ukraine than Ukraine itself.

Over the past two years, we have wit-
nessed delegation after delegation of mem-
bers of the U.S. Congress and Senate head 
off to Ukraine, and each has returned with 
an incredible zeal to help Ukraine. Vice-
President Joe Biden has also visited Ukraine, 
not once but several times, and you will not 
find a more passionate supporter of Ukraine 
in our executive branch of government. This 
leads me to our concern here in the U.S. 
diaspora: our president, for whom many 
Ukrainian Americans voted not once but 
twice, has steadfastly refused to visit 
Ukraine while in office. 

For over six years, we have seen him 
travel to Europe numerous times, including 
giving public speeches in the Baltic nation 
of Estonia, as well as neighboring Poland. 
Every time such a trip would take place, I 
would get the same reaction from 
Ukrainians here in the U.S. – why won’t 
President Barack Obama visit our people’s 
homeland?

After strongly advocating for a presiden-
tial visit to Ukraine for the past two years, 
Americans have now transitioned to a dif-
ferent stage of politics, where we not only 
have a sitting president to invite to Ukraine, 
but over 20 legitimate presidential con-
tenders, many of whom have yet to visit 
Ukraine since the Revolution of Dignity 
began in November 2013.

Now, when I began my earlier conversa-
tion with this journalist, he not only consid-
ered President Obama’s absence to be a 
valid criticism, but gave more importance 
to my further proposal: there is no better 
way for potential U.S. presidents to under-
stand the geopolitical reality of how Russia 
intends to act in the coming years than for 
the candidates to go and visit Ukraine. 

For the presidential campaigners, this 
presents a logistical challenge once the cau-
cuses and primaries begin in January 2016. 
At that point, the focus turns to domestic 
get-out-the-vote (GOTV) efforts and fund-

raisers to keep the campaigns going. 
However, between now and January 2016 
we have five months of potential visiting 
time for these candidates.

Are you a current or former U.S. senator 
attempting to distinguish yourself from 
your colleagues where foreign policy is 
concerned? Well, Sens. Clinton, Cruz, Paul, 
Rubio, Sanders, Santorum and Webb, there 
happens to be an ongoing European land 
war in a country that is safe enough to visit 
since over 90 percent of it is unoccupied by 
foreign invaders, and where a visit is not 
much farther than a dozen other European 
capitals. 

Are you a current or former governor 
with a record of domestic accomplishments 
looking to be seen as a future commander-
in-chief? Well, Govs. Bush, Chafee, Christie, 
Gilmore, Huckabee, Jindal, Kasich, O’Malley, 
Pataki, Perry and Walker, there are current-
ly U.S. troops in Ukraine training the 
National Guard that deserve a friendly visit. 

Are you a political outsider needing to 
prove that you know the world? Well, Mr. 
Trump, Dr. Carson and Ms. Fiorina, how 
about being the first presidential candidate 
to visit a liberated city in eastern Ukraine, 
or the wreckage of MH17?

If there is one foreign destination that 
deserves to be visited by U.S. politicians 
this year, it is undoubtedly Ukraine. I don’t 
imagine any candidate traveling to the 
frontlines of the fight with ISIS in Syria this 
fall. No early winter excursions to the South 
China Sea make any sense to me. Delivering 
a speech in Germany to a crowd of thou-
sands? It’s already been done by Presidents 
John F. Kennedy and Obama. 

Are these self-aggrandizing reasons to 
visit Ukraine? Possibly. But don’t forget my 
earlier point: there is no greater advocate 
for Ukraine than Ukraine itself. No matter 
what reason a U.S. presidential candidate 
chooses to visit Kyiv, Ukraine is already a 
potential winner once that candidate lands 
on Ukrainian soil.

As the candidates hit the campaign trail 
and begin their presidential debates, let us 
see who will be the first candidate to take 
the bold step of visiting the largest nation 
in Europe, a U.S. military ally and the front-
line of Democracy today. Let us encourage 
such boldness by writing the candidates 
and contacting their campaigns. And let’s 
give Ukraine the opportunity to sell itself in 
person – an opportunity that hasn’t yet 
failed to charm a visiting politician. 

Ukraine for me, but not for thee?

COMMENTARY

FOR THE RECORD: About the pope’s
recognition of Metropolitan Sheptytsky

Below is a statement from the 
Metropolitan Andrey Sheptytsky Institute 
of Eastern Christian Studies, based in 
Ottawa, regarding Pope Francis’s recogni-
tion of Archbishop Andrey Sheptytsky’s 
heroic virtues. The statement was 
released on July 17 and was signed by 
Father Peter Galadza, Ph.D., acting direc-
tor and Kule Family Professor of Liturgy.

The professors and staff of the 
Metropolitan Andrey Sheptytsky 
Institute of Eastern Christian Studies at 
St. Paul University in Ottawa welcome 
with joy the Holy See’s announcement 
that Pope Francis yesterday recognized 
the heroic virtues of its patron, Andrey 
Sheptytsky. During this time of foreign 
aggression against Ukraine – as well as 
turmoil in so many other historically 
Eastern Christian lands – this recogni-
tion brings particular consolation. 

Archbishop Sheptytsky demonstrated 
saintly courage when he sheltered more 
than 160 Jews during the Nazi 
Holocaust. The Holy See’s recognition 
comes in the wake of similar initiatives 
by other authorities. On April 24, 2012, 
the Canadian House of Commons unani-
mously passed a resolution that con-
cludes: “This House unite[s] in express-
ing Canada’s recognition of Andrey 
Sheptytsky’s courageous activities, com-
passion for his oppressed Jewish 
Ukrainian countrymen and enduring 
example of commitment to fundamental 
human rights as humankind’s greatest 
obligation.” 

The Sheptytsky Institute is particular-
ly gratified that so many members of the 
Jewish community have promoted the 
cause of Sheptytsky’s beatification from 
the very beginning. Already in the 1950s, 
Kurt Lewin, the son of the murdered 
chief rabbi of Lviv – saved by Sheptytsky 
– argued strenuously for the archbish-

op’s beatification. Eric Goldhagen, lectur-
er in Jewish Studies at Harvard 
University, wrote the following about 
Sheptytsky in the introduction to David 
Kahane’s memoir, “Lvov Ghetto Diary”: 
“No other ecclesiastical figure of equal 
rank in the whole of Europe displayed 
such sorrow for the fate of the Jews and 
acted so boldly on their behalf.” 

The archbishop also worked tirelessly 
throughout his lifetime for reconciliation 
between Ukrainians, Russians and Poles, 
as well as other nations and groups. 
Particularly legendary were his efforts to 
see Catholics and Orthodox overcome 
t h e i r  h i s to r i c a l  e s t ra n g e m e n t . 
Sheptytsky was a precursor of the ecu-
menical movement long before the 
Catholic Church officially endorsed the 
movement. 

During this time of economic crisis in 
Ukraine and so many other historically 
Eastern Christian territories, it is also 
important to recall Sheptytsky’s commit-
ment to the poor. Born into an aristocrat-
ic family, the archbishop used his 
resources to create a free clinic, provide 
countless scholarships and help victims 
of famine, flooding and war. He personal-
ly lived a life of poverty, as attested by 
the Russian-born founder of Canada’s 
famed Madonna House, Catherine de 
Hueck Doherty. The former baroness 
wrote of Sheptytsky’s passion for the 
poor in her report for Commonweal 
Magazine in 1939.

Sheptytsky also immensely valued 
education. Consequently, the Sheptytsky 
Institute of Eastern Christian Studies, 
founded in 1986 by Father Andriy 
Chirovsky to continue the archbishop’s 
legacy, views Pope Francis’s recognition 
as particularly inspiring. It confirms the 
institute’s mission and compels us even 
more earnestly to follow Sheptytsky’s 
saintly example.

Bishop Borys Gudziak is eparch of Paris 
for Ukrainian Catholics in France Benelux 
and Switzerland, as well as president of the 
Ukrainian Catholic University in Lviv. The 
commentary above is dated July 16. (Continued on page 12)
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FOR THE RECORD: REMEMBERING MH17 

Below is the text of President Petro Poroshenko’s address 
on the first anniversary of the Malaysia Airlines disaster. It 
was released on July 17.

Exactly one year ago, a regular passenger Boeing 777 of 
Malaysia Airlines – Flight MH17 – was on route from 
Amsterdam to Kuala Lumpur. Two hundred eighty-three 
passengers. Fifteen members of the crew. Citizens of 10 
countries. Eighty children, three of them toddlers under 
the age of 2. Doctors, scientists, politicians, civil activists. 
Daughters, sons, grandfathers and grandmothers, spouses. 

Unfortunately, this civilian aircraft and 298 people on 
board became a target of a ruthless terrorist attack, 
launched from a territory occupied by the Russian-backed 
militants in the east of Ukraine. A highly technological 
weapon, with which the aircraft was shot, could have come 
into hands of the terrorists only from Russia. It would not 
have happened without participation, without a direct 
order from the highest political and military leadership of 
the neighboring state. Exactly a year ago, the camouflage of 
the ugly hybrid war launched against Ukraine was taken off.

The Ukrainian people took this catastrophe as a person-
al tragedy. A year ago, thousands of people all over Ukraine 
expressed their definite protest against the terrorists. 
Ukrainians voiced support and sincere condolences to fam-
ilies and beloved ones of the victims. With tears in their 
eyes, they brought flowers and toys to Embassies of the 
Netherlands and other countries who suffered most. Today 
our people recall this tragedy and share the grief and sor-
row of the families who lost their loved ones.

Hardly anyone can feel for the families of the victims of 
the MH17 flight more than Ukrainians. Due to Russia’s 
aggression, we have thousands of Ukrainians who lost 

their lives, thousands of people have been wounded. Many 
Ukrainian cities and villages are destroyed. More than a 
million and a half Ukrainians had to leave their homes and 
flee for safety. 

We believe that we have enough strength to stand 
against the enemy. With support from all free nations of 
the world, we have enough strength to overcome it. The 
bits of the Donbas, the entire Crimea – will be back, in 
Ukraine. We will resurrect everything that has been 
destroyed, we will mend our wounds. And in the fields of 
the Ukrainian village of Hrabove there will be a memorial 
to the 298 innocent victims of the barbarian act of terror-
ism which took place a year ago. A memorial to the victims 
of a crime. A crime, which not only needs to be investigated 
but punished. 

Our moral duty to honor the memory of the fallen ones 
is to ensure a fair punishment for those guilty in downing 
the aircraft. This crime represents a threat to the whole 
international community. Justice has to be restored and the 
readiness to defend basic values to be demonstrated. This 
is an act of atrocity that can’t be forgiven by anyone in the 
modern world.

Recently, together with Australia, Belgium, Malaysia and 
the Netherlands, Ukraine asked the U.N. Security Council to 
establish an international criminal tribunal on those 
responsible for crimes connected to the downing of the air-
craft. Just as in the course of the past year, Ukraine is ready 
to continue to provide all the support [and] information 
necessary to bring those responsible to justice. 

A year ago we made an oath that those responsible for 
the tragedy would be punished. Those are not empty 
words. The murderers should know that the punishment is 
inevitable.

Following is the text of a press statement by Secretary of 
State John Kerry released in Washington on July 16.

Malaysia Airlines Flight 17 was shot down over eastern 
Ukraine one year ago, taking the lives of 298 innocent peo-
ple from 11 countries on July 17, 2014. Our thoughts 
remain with those who perished, and we join with their 
friends, families and loved ones in honoring their memory.

As I first said on July 20 last year, we believe that MH17 
was shot down by a surface-to-air missile fired from sepa-
ratist-controlled territory in eastern Ukraine. A year later, 
we strongly reaffirm our commitment to a thorough and 
independent international investigation to identify the full 
facts of what happened that day and, most importantly, to 
see those responsible are held accountable.

We support the work being done by the Joint 
Investigative Team and the Dutch Safety Board, for that 
reason, and we urge full cooperation by all in assisting 
their effort to uncover the full truth.

Following is the text of the statement issued on July 17 by 
U.S. Ambassador to Ukraine Geoffrey Pyatt.

 
Today at 4:20 p.m., U.S. Embassy Kyiv observed a 

moment of silence honoring the memory of the 298 inno-
cent lives lost one year ago today when Malaysia Airlines 
Flight MH17 was shot down over separatist-controlled ter-
ritory in eastern Ukraine.  With our partners in the inter-
national community, we are absolutely determined to 
bring the perpetrators of this despicable act to justice, and 
to restore peace, security and territorial integrity to 
Ukraine.  Our thoughts and prayers remain with the fami-
lies and loved ones of the victims, with the government 
and people of the Netherlands, Australia and Malaysia, and 
all those affected by this tragedy.

The excerpt below is from remarks on “Russia's ongoing 
violations in Ukraine” delivered in Vienna on July 16 by 
Ambassador Daniel B. Baer to the Permanent Council of the 
Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe.

Thank you for beginning this meeting by marking the 
first anniversary of the tragic death of the 298 people who 
perished when their aircraft was shot down over eastern 
Ukraine. These 298 individuals – passengers and crew, men, 
women, children, parents, brothers, sisters – all are among 
the thousands who have been killed in eastern Ukraine 
since Russia instigated this conflict. Each and every death – 
whether on this flight or on the ground, military or civilian, 
Ukrainian or Russian – is a senseless tragedy. 

We are committed to supporting the Dutch-led investi-
gation and holding those accountable for the destruction of 
MH17 to justice. We owe it to the survivors of all who have 
perished to do everything possible to end the violence, to 
press all parties to implement the Minsk agreements, to 
allow peace to return to eastern Ukraine, to end the occu-
pation of Crimea, and to support the people of Ukraine in 
achieving their democratic ambitions. …

The Ukrainian Canadian Congress on July 16 issued the 
following statement.

On July 17, 2014, Russian-backed terrorists shot down 
Malaysia Airlines Flight 17 flying over Russian-controlled, 
occupied territory in eastern Ukraine with a Russian-made 
and Russian-supplied Buk missile system.

This barbarous act of international terrorism resulted in 
the deaths of all 298 people on board the aircraft. The 
Ukrainian Canadian community expresses its deepest con-
dolences to the families and friends of the innocent victims 
of this horrendous crime, including the family of Canadian 
Andrei Anghel. We join them in their sorrow. 

The UCC is appalled by attempts by the Russian authori-

ties to undermine the international investigation of this 
crime. No amount of obfuscation can hide the responsibility 
that Russian President Vladimir Putin bears for this terror-
ist act. Nor can denials and lies hide from the world the ter-
rible suffering that Russia’s war against Ukraine has caused. 

The UCC appeals to the international community and 
the United Nations to establish an international tribunal to 
prosecute those responsible for this heinous act of terror 
and to ensure that the perpetrators are brought to justice. 
The UCC calls on Canada and its allies to declare the so-
called Donetsk and Luhansk “people’s republics” terrorist 
organizations and to designate the Russian Federation a 
state sponsor of terrorism.

May the memory of the victims be eternal.

The statement below was released by the Ukrainian 
Congress Committee of America on July 15.

July 17, 2015, will mark the one-year anniversary of the 
tragic crash of Malaysia Airlines Flight 17 (MH17), which 
resulted in the deaths of all 298 passengers and crew mem-
bers on board. The Boeing 777-200ER, an international pas-
senger flight en route from Amsterdam to Kuala Lumpur, 
was shot down while flying over the occupied Donetsk 
Oblast in Ukraine, by pro-Russian terrorists most likely 
using a Buk surface-to-air missile. Immediately following 
the crash, Russian Col. Igor Girkin, leader of the so-called 
Donbas separatists, claimed responsibility and boasted on 
social media about shooting down a Ukrainian AN-26 mili-
tary plane. However, once it became clear that MH17 was a 
civilian aircraft, the terrorists denied any involvement and 
the post was taken down. Evidence, however, points to the 
fact that MH17 was downed by pro-Russian terrorists.

The UCCA reiterates its call for the Russian-backed ter-
rorists not to obstruct a full, transparent and comprehen-
sive investigation into the circumstances surrounding the 
downing of MH17, and supports Malaysia’s recent request 
to the United Nations Security Council to set up an interna-
tional tribunal to prosecute those suspected of causing the 
crash last year in eastern Ukraine. The establishment of an 

international tribunal with the purpose of prosecuting per-
sons responsible for crimes connected with this tragedy is 
imperative if we are to bring justice to the almost 300 inno-
cent victims and their bereaved families.

On the one-year anniversary of this tragic global catas-
trophe, let us honor the victims of this tragedy, whose lives 
were cut short as a result of this vile terrorist act. Let us 
also remember their families, whose pain and loss will 
endure for years to come. We pray that they find peace. 

This horrific act of terrorism is a reminder of the serious 
threat to global peace and security posed by Russia-backed 
terrorists in eastern Ukraine. As the 298 innocent victims 
have been silenced, we must now speak for them – our 
world has seen too many tragedies. It is simply not enough 
to raise one’s voice in one’s home. Rather we must raise our 
voices together in outrage at the violence that persists from 
terrorist groups such as the so-called Donbas separatists, 
who so flagrantly violate international law. The illegal inva-
sion of Ukraine by Russia and the ongoing Russian aggres-
sion against Ukraine, which has led to the tragic downing of 
MH17, must be stopped before more lives are lost. 

Our thoughts and prayers go out to those who lost loved 
ones in this tragic incident, and we ask God to remember 
all the innocent victims who perished and grant them eter-
nal memory!

President Petro Poroshenko of Ukraine U.S. Secretary 
of State John Kerry

U.S. Ambassador 
to Ukraine Geoff rey Pyatt 

U.S. Ambassador 
to the OSCE Daniel B. Baer

Ukrainian Canadian Congress

Ukrainian Congress Committ ee of America

https://www.facebook.com/TheUkrainianWeekly

The Ukrainian Weekly
on Facebook!
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Russia is actively, massively, fueling the conflict in Ukraine
Following is a slightly abridged version of 

the address delivered by Lt. Gen. Ben Hodges, 
commanding general, U.S. Army Europe, on 
June 23 in Vienna at the annual Security 
Review Conference of the Organization for 
Security and Cooperation in Europe (OSCE), 
which this year marked the 40th anniversary 
year of the landmark Helsinki Accords signed 
in 1975. Lt. Gen. Hodges gave his remarks 
during a special session on Ukraine.

…I am honored to share my professional 
opinion about military developments in 
Ukraine. The U.S. Army Europe has been 
working and training with the Ukrainian 
land forces since 1992. Because there is 
much erroneous information about what 
the U.S. military is doing or plans to do with 
our NATO allies and Ukrainian partners, I 
hope the facts that I offer today will clarify 
matters – and where necessary, set the 
record straight – and assist our govern-
ments, with and through the OSCE, in pre-
venting the situation from deteriorating 
further. We must be clear about what is 
going on in Ukraine, because despite the 
valiant efforts of the OSCE, the EU, other 
multinational institutions, NGOs and indi-
vidual actors, the conflict in Ukraine, 
including Crimea, remains serious and far 
from resolution.

I should reiterate at the outset that U.S. 
Army Europe would have much preferred 
to continue the cooperation we began with 
Russia in the 1990s and continued well into 
the administration of President Barack 
Obama. Since Russia seized and occupied 
Crimea, however, it has become impossible 
to overlook President Vladimir Putin’s 
attempt to reverse the democratic evolution 
of the post-Cold War security order in 
Europe – which many of the countries rep-
resented here today painstakingly built. 
Ignoring the U.N. Charter and other treaties 
and multilateral instruments to which 
Russia is a party, President Putin used mili-
tary force in an attempt to change the sov-
ereign and internationally recognized bor-
ders of Ukraine, an OSCE participating state. 
We also recall Russia’s invasion in Georgia 
and the ongoing presence of Russian mili-
tary personnel  in the 
Transnistrian region of 
Moldova – despite its 1999 
Istanbul Summit commit-
ments.

…Russian authorities set 
aside basic tenets of interna-
tional law and core OSCE 
principles, including the idea 
that sovereign countries have 
a right to choose their own 
future. Russian active duty 
soldiers, Russian tanks and Russian trainers 
have sought to deny the people of Ukraine 
their freely expressed European future.

Russia has infiltrated large numbers of 
soldiers and huge quantities of weapons, 
ammunition and other military equipment 
into eastern Ukraine, fomenting conflict 
and unrest that has left more than 6,000 
people dead and displaced well over 1.3 
million. Let us be clear: the responsibility 
for this vast human suffering, economic 
devastation, and political and social turbu-
lence lies squarely with the Kremlin and 
the separatists it so clearly supports. …

Today, almost five months after the 
February Minsk implementation agree-
ment and nine months after the Minsk 
Protocol and Memorandum, combined 
Russian-separatist military forces continue 
to operate widely and in large numbers in 
eastern Ukraine. There is overwhelming 
publicly available evidence of this Russian 
activity, from independent news organiza-
tions, think tanks and academics around 

the world. Only those who wish to ignore 
this reality continue to believe Kremlin 
claims that it is not intervening in Ukraine. 
Russia is actively and massively fueling this 
conflict.

I assume you are all familiar with the 
many reports of the OSCE Special Monitoring 
Mission, which amply document evidence of 
Russian military activity in eastern Ukraine, 
which the United Nations has noted as well. 
Just last night the Special Monitoring Mission 
– your monitors, our shared eyes and ears – 
reported more than 500 explosions just over 
this weekend. This comes after sustained 
attacks for many months, with thousands 
and thousands of explosions. This is what the 
Special Monitoring Mission reports tell us. 

As a professional military offi-
cer with service in war zones like 
Afghanistan and Iraq, I can assure 
you that this amount of explosive 
power cannot be applied without 
the benefit of a state-run defense 
industrial base capable of gener-
ating the material required to sus-
tain this level of war fighting that 
Russia has waged for over a year 
now. This is not something that 
you put together in the basement of your 
home. Nor could this amount of explosive 
power be applied without a sophisticated 
supply chain that includes munitions of mul-
tiple types and calibers, fuel and repair parts. 
And, of course, multiple complex weapons 
systems can only be operated by soldiers 
and leaders who have trained on these sys-
tems for years.

We see clear and irrefutable evidence of 
Russian command and control support of 
military operations in Ukraine and continu-
ing transfers of military equipment from 
Russia to eastern Ukraine through these 
open, uncontrolled and unmonitored bor-
ders – borders which Russia refuses to 
return to Ukrainian sovereignty as called 
for by the Minsk Implementation Plan. 
Russia’s refusal prevents the very political 
work Russia claims to want. The open bor-
der with Russia feeds the conflict and 
obstructs the important work of the OSCE’s 
Special Monitoring Mission.

The presence of Russian military equip-
ment in eastern Ukraine has been docu-
mented beyond dispute. Versions of the 
T-72 tank, that only Russian forces possess, 
have been recorded in Ukraine since at least 
August 2014, with continued reporting 
throughout just this past week. The SA-22 
or Pantsir-S1 Air Defense System was sight-
ed as early as November 2014. The Russian 
Smerch rocket was recorded in eastern 
Ukraine as early as January and February of 
this year. Grad-K Rocket Systems were seen 
as early as January this year. 

These are uniquely Russian systems, as a 
career military officer I can assure you that 
the separatists, who President Putin refers 
to as coalminers and tractor drivers, could 
in no way maintain, resupply or operate 
this equipment with tactical proficiency. 
These are all sophisticated weapons sys-
tems that operate within a network of simi-
lar systems which require extensive com-
mand and control, networking and training. 
They are dependent on Russian forces 

operating within eastern Ukraine and just 
across the border.

In addition to leadership, guidance, and 
weapons systems, Russia is also sending its 
own soldiers to the front. Moscow is not 
only supporting a combined Russian-
separatist force; Russian soldiers are active 
parts of the fighting force. The Kremlin is 
rotating Russian units to the Ukrainian 
front, mixing tactical level fighters with 
separatists. Observations from soldiers, 
family members, journalists, concerned cit-
izens and academics have accounted for the 
deployment of individuals from their garri-
sons and homes in Russia to the Donbas. 
Many of these have returned in the notori-
ous “Cargo 200” shipments, a term which 

refers to the bodies of those killed in action 
returning home. 

These are not volunteers or mercenaries; 
they are trained, equipped, and uniformed 
active-duty Russian soldiers. And when 
President Putin refers to them as “if they 
are soldiers then they are on leave” then 
what an incredible insult to the political 
leaders of our countries that he would talk 
to us that way and expect us to believe it. As 
a military officer, I should also add that I 
was shocked to see the Russian government 
recently deny that the two Russian soldiers 
captured in eastern Ukraine were theirs; 
this was presumably also a shock to those 
two soldiers, who thought they were fight-
ing for their country.

Now let me outline for you briefly some 
of what U.S. Army Europe has been doing in 
recent months in NATO member states and 
Ukraine, because Russian propaganda out-
lets have inaccurately reported our activi-
ties:

NATO and the EU are once again 
proving their unity and readiness, 
and the alliance is delivering. NATO 
responded to Russia’s occupation 
of Crimea in many ways, including 
at the Wales Summit, where the 
alliance emerged stronger and 
more united than I have ever seen 
it. The Readiness Action Plan, 
agreed to at Wales, consists of an 
array of activities designed to reas-
sure our allies and deter aggres-

sion against NATO member states.
• In April 2014, at the request of Estonia, 

Latvia, Lithuania and Poland, one company of 
paratroopers – that’s about 150 soldiers – 
from the United States’ 173rd Airborne 
Brigade Combat Team, arrived in each of 
these four nations to begin Operation Atlantic 
Resolve, a continuous series of NATO exercis-
es from the Baltic Sea to the Black Sea. These 
units have since been replaced on a rotational 
basis at approximately three-month intervals, 
providing a persistent but not a permanent 
presence. Similar-sized units have also 
trained with our Romanian, Bulgarian and 
Hungarian allies under the same rubric. We 
anticipate continuing this rotational princi-
ple as long as our allies want and request it. 
Their position, not surprisingly, depends on 
Kremlin behavior.

• In Ukraine, at the request of the gov-
ernment of Ukraine, U.S. Army Europe sol-
diers began training and equipping the first 
of three battalions of Ukrainian Interior 
[Internal Affairs] Ministry soldiers, known 

as the National Guard, in defensive mea-
sures at the Yavoriv training center in Lviv. 
The first training rotation just concluded, 
and it will be followed by two more ending 
in October. Further training beyond that is 
yet to be determined. A more professional 
and capable National Guard will help 
defend Ukraine’s sovereignty and territori-
al integrity. By contrast, Russia is arming, 
training and controlling the separatists on 
the territory of a neighboring state. The 
role, scope and nature of U.S. activities in 
Ukraine are all for defensive purposes and 
respect the principles of sovereignty and 
territorial integrity; they could not be more 
different from those of Russia, and I reject 
any attempts to portray these activities as 

equivalent.
• In addition to the training 

conducted with the National 
Guard, the United States is provid-
ing Ukraine a variety of equip-
ment to meet its security chal-
lenges. We have already delivered, 
or expect to deliver in the near 
future, the following: communica-
tions equipment, night vision 
devices, body armor, helmets, 

medical equipment, Lightweight Counter-
Mortar Radar, 30 armored Humvees, 100 
unarmored Humvees, generators and tents.

These measures, taken by U.S. Army 
Europe, support our Ukrainian partners 
and in no way threaten Russia, and fall well 
within the language and intent of the 
NATO-Russia Founding Act, which specifi-
cally states that “reinforcement may take 
place… in the event of defense against a 
threat of aggression.” I was curious to read 
that President Putin recently said, “So far, I 
don’t see anything that would force us to 
worry especially.” But, almost the next day, 
he announced that Russia would add more 
than 40 nuclear weapons to its arsenal.

We are concerned about this and other 
bellicose language and aggressive actions 
coming out of Russia. NATO Secretary-
General Jens Stoltenberg said the statement 
on nuclear weapons from President Putin 
“confirm[s] the pattern and behavior of 
Russia over a period of time… .This nuclear 
saber-rattling of Russia is unjustified, it’s 
destabilizing and it’s dangerous.” And we 
agree.

I also noted Russian Deputy Prime 
Minister Dmitry Rogozin’s recent comment 
about sanctions when he said “tanks do not 
need visas.” Earlier this year, the Russian 
ambassador in Copenhagen threatened 
Denmark as a nuclear target if it were to 
associate itself with a missile defense sys-
tem. The Russian military has conducted 
numerous “snap” exercises involving tens 
of thousands of soldiers, very large 
amounts of armor and aircraft adjacent to 
the borders of NATO countries.

In contrast to this obviously aggressive 
language and behavior, on a typical day, there 
are about 100 U.S. armored vehicles spread 
across eight NATO countries, and an average 
of about 200 U.S. soldiers in each of the Baltic 
states, Poland, Romania and Bulgaria. These 
numbers fluctuate but have been in this 
order of magnitude for many months.

Today, U.S. Secretary of Defense Ash 
Carter announced the positioning of a mod-
est amount of heavy equipment to facilitate 
our training activities. This would comprise 
about 250 tanks, infantry fighting vehicles 
and self-propelled howitzers, plus support 
vehicles, trucks, etc. that will be distributed 
across six different countries. These tanks 
and vehicles would barely fill the parking 
lot out here in front of the Hofburg, and will 
be modest in comparison to the very large 
forces Russia maintains in the region, in 

“Russian active duty soldiers, 
Russian tanks and Russian 
trainers have sought to deny the 
people of Ukraine their freely 
expressed European future.”

“Let us be clear: the responsibility 
for this vast human suffering, eco-
nomic devastation, and political 
and social turbulence lies square-
ly with the Kremlin and the sepa-
ratists it so clearly supports.”

(Continued on page 14)
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Behind the scenes at Soyuzivka’s
2015 Ukrainian Cultural Festival

KERHONKSON, N.Y. – The ninth annual Ukrainian Cultural Festival held on July 10-12 is now behind us. By all accounts, it was a 
great success. But it wouldn’t have happened without the scores of people working behind the scenes and the thousands who 
came to enjoy the festival. Seen in the photos here, clockwise from top right, are: masters of ceremonies Serhiy Fomenko and 
Marta Czurylowicz; the Lviv lawn, site of the evening gala held to benefit rehabilitation of Ukraine’s wounded warriors; Chef 
Andrey Sonevytsky with some of his staff; Soyuzivka Assistant Manager Stefko Drabyk with some of his workers; Halyna Shepko 
demonstrating weaving in the Ukrainian village, or “Selo,” set up near the Main House; a family appropriately dressed for the 
Ukrainian festival; a duo of bandurists rehearsing; Razom volunteers preparing for the salo tasting; Soyuzivka wait staff appropri-
ately attired for the Friday evening gala; and the Ukrainian National Association’s booth with (from left) Yuriy Symczyk, 
Swiatoslawa and Stefan Kaczaraj, Oksana Stanko, Marika Drich and Stephan Welhasch.

Nataliya Symczyk

Marianka Hawryluk

Marianka Hawryluk

Marianka Hawryluk

Marianka Hawryluk

Bo Photography

Bo Photography Bo Photography Bo Photography

Bo Photography
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mation hearing before the Senate Armed 
Services Committee that Russia is the 
greatest national security threat faced by 
the U.S. He was asked whether the U.S. 
should provide Ukrainian forces with coun-
ter-battery systems to defend themselves 
from Russian artillery and rocket strike, 
and Javelin or TOW anti-tank missile sys-
tems to defeat Russian tanks. Gen. Dunford 
stated: “From a military perspective, I think 
it’s reasonable that we provide that sup-
port to the Ukrainians, and frankly, without 
that kind of support, they’re not going to be 
able to protect themselves against Russian 
aggression.” Asked what he considers the 
greatest threat to U.S. national security, 
Gen. Dunford stated, “My assessment today 
is that Russia presents the greatest threat 
to our national security. …In Russia, we 
have a nuclear power, we have one that not 
only has the capability to violate the sover-
eignty of our allies and to do things that 
inconsistent with our national interests, 
but they’re in the process of doing so. So, if 
you want to talk about a nation that could 
pose an existential threat to the United 
States, I’d have to point to Russia. And if 
you look at their behavior, it’s nothing short 
of alarming.” (Ukrainian Canadian 
Congress, The New York Times)

U.S. general backs lethal weapons

WASHINGTON – The United States 
should “seriously consider” providing 
Ukraine with lethal weapons, a top general 
said July 21. Gen. Mark Milley, who was 
nominated to be the next Army chief of 
staff, said he agreed with Marine Corps 
Commandant Joe Dunford that Russia 
poses the greatest threat to the United 
States because of its large nuclear arsenal 

and its “very, very aggressive” behavior 
since 2008. “They’ve attacked and invaded 
Georgia, they’ve seized the Crimea, they’ve 
attacked into Ukraine,” he told the Senate 
Armed Services Committee. “That’s worri-
some.” In view of the bombardment of 
Ukraine by artillery and rocket fire from 
Russian-backed rebels since last year, Gen. 
Milley said, “I would be in favor of [provid-
ing Kyiv with] lethal defensive equipment.” 
The United States has resisted equipping 
Ukraine with lethal weapons previously 
due to concerns about escalating the con-
flict. But Gen. Milley’s statement is the lat-
est sign that the Pentagon may now be con-
sidering it. (RFE/RL, with reporting by 
Reuters and Defense News)

Russia: Constitutional changes inadequate

MOSCOW – Russia has rejected pro-
posed changes in Ukraine’s Constitution as 
not going far enough to fulfill Ukraine’s 
obligations under the Minsk peace accord. 
Russian President Vladimir Putin in a two-
hour telephone meeting July 17 with 
Ukrainian President Petro Poroshenko and 
the leaders of France and Germany, said the 
changes don’t meet the terms of the agree-
ment because they were made without 
consulting with the Russian-backed rebel 
leaders in eastern Ukraine who are seeking 
greater autonomy. Mr. Putin repeated his 
call for Mr. Poroshenko to negotiate directly 
with the heads of the two self-declared 
republics of Luhansk and Donetsk – some-
thing the Ukrainian leader has refused to 
do. Russia’s Foreign Affairs Ministry 
declared “the attempt to present the consti-
tutional amendments... as some kind of ful-
fillment by Kyiv of its Minsk obligations... 
should not fool anybody.” Mr. Poroshenko 
insisted at the meeting that Ukraine is abid-
ing by the Minsk agreements, and accused 
Russia and the separatists of violating the 
ceasefire and other provisions of the 

accord. The exchange came a day after 
Ukraine’s Parliament took the first step 
toward granting what was described as 
temporary self-rule to pro-Russian rebels 
under a constitutional change sent to 
Ukraine’s Constitutional Court for review. 
The changes would grant the Verkhovna 
Rada authority to create or recognize new 
regions within the country that would have 
limited powers to govern themselves, pri-
marily on financial and local matters. The 
decentralization would not take away any 
of the central government’s powers in 
areas such as defense, foreign policy, 
national security, the rule of law and 
respect for civil liberties, according to 
Ukraine Today. While Russia maintained 
the changes are not adequate, the United 
States and France endorsed them as a good 

“starting point” for carrying out the Minsk 
agreement. U.S. Vice-President Joe Biden in 
a phone call with Mr. Poroshenko wel-
comed the Rada’s decision to “start consti-
tutional reform” and take steps toward the 
decentralization of power and organizing 
of local elections, the Ukrainian president’s 
office said. (RFE/RL, with reporting by 
Agence France-Presse, Interfax, TASS and 
Ukraine Today)

Local elections slated for October

KYIV – Ukrainian lawmakers have voted 
to call local elections on October 25. But the 
bill passed on July 17 by the Verkhovna 
Rada said the elections would not be held 
on the Crimean peninsula, which Russia 

(Continued on page 13)
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eign aggression and war. Five, 10, 20 and 
more persons (reported or unreported) are 
killed or die of their injuries daily. Day in, 
day out.

Ukraine has suffered a terrorist attack on 
the scale of the Charlie Hebdo massacre on a 
daily basis for more than a year. Seven thou-
sands have been killed according to official 
statistics. In fact there are many more vic-
tims: 1.8 million refugees and IDPs (internal-
ly displaced persons); tens of thousands 
injured and maimed, paralyzed, without 

legs, arms, eyes; hundreds of thousands suf-
fer from post-traumatic shock. The entire 
economy, i.e., the livelihood, of a country of 
45 million, has been deliberately crippled. 

How long can the people endure? How 
many more lives will be destroyed? How 
many more millions of Europeans will be 
forced to flee their homes and their home-
land?

And yet it would have been much worse 
if not for a criminal shootdown of MH17 
resulting in the heartless killing of 298 
innocent summer travelers who paid the 
ultimate price for the world’s awakening. 

Could the world have awakened sooner 
and prevented this and other terrorist acts 
that continue to occur every day in 
Ukraine, in the Middle East and throughout 
the world?

Are such sacrifices necessary to make 
societies and their political leaders 
respond to unspeakable human suffering? 
Why is injustice tolerated when we know 
the facts and we have the means to stop 
massacres large and small? Why is the 
response to humanitarian crises so feeble?

Standing before such tragedies, we ask 
the Lord: Help us to be better stewards of 
the freedom that you give us. Help us 
choose the good, the generous, the humble, 
the poor and suffering. Help us reject vio-
lence, aggression, self-aggrandizement and 
hate. Help us foster reconciliation, seek jus-
tice and truth, forgive and heal. Give us 
courage to act, to stop the carnage current 
in Ukraine and in so many countries today.

It is in prayer and deep reflection that 
we remember the victims of July 17, 
embrace their families, and hope that les-
sons will be learned, that our moral forti-
tude will be forged. May the memory of all 
victims of war in Ukraine and violence in 
the world be eternal. 

May they rest in peace. May peace come 
to us. May we become its makers.

(Continued from page 7)

The MH17...

tic legislation over international norms and 
rules (Forbes.ru, July 14). Almost certainly, 
in Mr. Putin’s mind, these rulings as well as 
the prosecution of Russian exports of cor-
ruption to Europe are parts of a coordinat-
ed campaign of pressure on a defiant 
Russia. And proceedings in the proposed 
U.N. tribunal would only contribute to an 
even tighter squeeze on Moscow (Moscow 
Echo, July 17).

Mr. Putin, quite probably, feels cheated 
by the West, which, instead of rewarding 
Russia’s best behavior in refraining from 
escalating the hostilities in eastern Ukraine, 
is now increasing this pressure. Hardly any 
understanding exists in the Kremlin that 
the tragedy of MH17 has made any further 
“business as usual” between Russia and the 
West inconceivable. 

In one of the striking coincidences in 
tragic Russian history, MH17 was 
destroyed on the same day, July 17, that 
Tsar Nicholas II, his wife, Alexandra, and 
their five children – Olga, Tatyana, Maria, 
Anastasia and Alexei – were murdered in 
1918 by local Bolsheviks in Yekaterinburg. 
That crime tainted forever the ensuing 
Soviet regime and even today stands in the 
way of Russia re-writing and glorifying its 
Soviet history. 

Mr. Putin’s own regime is implicated in 
many crimes, starting with the war in 
Chechnya, unleashed in August 1999, in 
order to secure his rise to power. But last 
year’s tragic shooting down of a passenger 
airliner over eastern Ukraine particularly 
stands out to highlight the current regime’s 
callousness and hypocrisy.

The article above is reprinted from 
Eurasia Daily Monitor with permission from 
its publisher, the Jamestown Foundation, 
www.jamestown.org.

(Continued from page 3)

The air tragedy...
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annexed in March 2014, or in rebel-held 
eastern districts. The Kyiv government has 
had no control over parts of the eastern 
Donetsk and Luhansk regions since fighting 
between government forces and Russia-
backed separatist rebels erupted there in 
April 2014. The conflict has since claimed 
more than 6,500 lives. The rebels in 
Donetsk and Luhansk have said they would 
organize their own local elections in the 
areas they control this fall. (RFE/RL, based 
on reporting by the Associated Press, TASS 
and Interfax)

Moscow reacts to envoy’s expulsion

MOSCOW – Russia has vowed to take 
“necessary measures” in response to the 
expulsion of its top envoy in Ukraine’s 
Odesa region. In a July 17 statement, the 
Security Service of Ukraine (SBU) declared 
Moscow’s Consulate General in Odesa “per-
sona non grata” for conducting unnamed 

activities “incompatible” with his diplomat-
ic work. The SBU said career diplomat 
Valery Shibeko had already left Ukraine. 
According to Interfax, Mr. Shibeko returned 
to Russia on July 15. Russian Deputy 
Minister of Foreign Affairs Grigory Karasin 
told Interfax on July 17 that “Russia will 
take the necessary measures in response.” 
The Russian Foreign Affairs Ministry said in 
a statement on its website: “We regard the 
actions taken by the Ukrainian authorities 
as another unfriendly step aimed at artifi-
cially fueling tensions in bilateral relations.” 
(RFE/RL, based on reporting by Agence 
France-Presse and Interfax)

U.S., Ukraine discuss energy security 

WASHINGTON – The United States and 
Ukraine held its fifth annual Energy 
Security Dialogue chaired by the U.S. 
Department of State’s Special Envoy for 
International Energy Affairs Amos 
Hochstein and Ukraine’s Energy Minister 
Volodymyr Demchyshyn on July 14, in 
Washington. The dialogue covered wide-
ranging and in-depth discussions regarding 

Ukraine’s energy sector. The U.S. delegation 
included Department of Energy Principal 
Deputy Assistant Secretary Jonathan Elkind 
and U.S. Agency for International 
Development Deputy Assistant Administrator 
Jonathan Katz. The Ukrainian delegation 
included Naftohaz CEO Andriy Kobolyev 
and Energoatom President Yuriy 
Nedashkovsky. The United States and 
Ukrainian representatives discussed 
Ukraine’s progress in energy sector reforms, 
as well as the critical need to ensure security 
of supply through the diversification of 
sources and routes of natural gas. They also 
discussed U.S. assistance to Ukraine’s ener-
gy sector, domestic gas and electricity pro-
duction, and investment climate. U.S. offi-
cials applauded Ukraine’s energy sector 
reforms to date and committed to working 
with Ukraine and international partners to 
further strengthen reform efforts and 
Ukraine’s energy security. (U.S. Department 
of State) 

Russia annexes additional Georgian lands

WASHINGTON – On July 10, the Russian 
occupation forces in the separatist territory 
of South Ossetia (Tskhinvali region) moved 
the occupation line deeper into Georgia, 

thus effectively slicing off additional lands in 
the Georgian villages of Tsitelubani and 
Orchosani. Russian troops erected new 
signs, marking what they call a “state bor-
der” between South Ossetia and the rest of 
Georgia. As a result of these activities, a 
small portion of the 520-mile (830-kilome-
ter) Baku-Supsa oil pipeline, which daily 
transports 100,000 barrels of Azerbaijani 
oil to Georgia’s Black Sea cost, fell under 
Russian control (Channel 1 TV, Rustavi 2, 
July 11). Moreover, all these developments 
took place in striking proximity to the highly 
strategic East-West highway, the key trans-
portation artery connecting the eastern part 
of Georgia to its western regions. Russians 
came to within just over a half mile (about 
1,000 yards) from the highway – so close, in 
fact, that from these new Russian positions, 
one can actually see with the naked eye 
individual vehicles moving along the road 
(Channel1 TV, Imedi TV, Rustavi 2, July 11). 
If needed, Russian forces stationed along 
the current occupation line could capture 
and block that section of the East-West 
highway within 15 minutes. Were Tbilisi to 
lose control over the highway, it would split 
Georgia into two parts, causing a major 
political as well as humanitarian catastro-
phe in the country. (Eurasia Daily Monitor)

(Continued from page 12)
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В П’ЯТУ БОЛЮЧУ РІЧНИЦЮ ВІДХОДУ У ВІЧНІСТЬ
нашої незабутньої

Мами, Бабці, Прабабці, Сестри і Тети

св. п. 

ОЛЕКСАНДРИ ФЕДОРУК
з дому Гурин

будуть відправлені Поминальні Служби Божі в:

• Церкві св. Івана Хрестителя, Нюарк, Н. Дж.; 
   3 серпня 2015 року о год. 7:45 ранку,
• Соборі св. Андрія Первозваного, Підволочиськ;
• Церкві Різдва Христового, Тернопіль;
• Соборі св. Юра, Львів.

Вічная пам’ять!

Марійка Тершаковець з родиною

A Celebration of Life for

Laryssa Kukrycka Lysniak Lauret
Beloved Wife, Mother and Sister

Well known and beloved actress of Ukrainian 
and American stage, � lm and television, passed 
away on Sunday, July 5th, 2015, surrounded by 
loved ones.

We will be celebrating her life, accomplishments, 
and sharing memories on:

Sunday, August 9th ( Laryssa’s birthday)
at 4:30 pm at the
Community Reformed Church of Manhasset, 
90 Plandome Road, Manhasset, NY 11030 

She will forever be cherished by her husband, 
Wolodymyr, devoted daughters, Ula and Lada, sister, Tamara K. Homer, 
and extended family in the U.S., Canada, and Ukraine.

Donations can be made in Laryssa’s memory to your local animal shelter 
or to the Orphan’s Aid Society for Ukraine- www.oasukraine.org.

Eternal memory

Anna Milko
 

Anna Milko passed away in Jackson, New Jersey, on 
Friday, July 10, 2015 at the age of 105. She was born as 
Denysynko in the village Sorochyntsi, Poltava oblast - the 

birthplace of Mykola Hohol (Nicolay Gogol). She survived WW I, the 
Russian Revolution, Siberia because they were land-owning farmers, 
Kazakstan, Holodomor (the Famine), Stalin’s executions in 1937, WW 
II, German labor camps, immigration to the United States, the loss 
of her daughter Valentina in 1989, her husband Wasyl in 1995, and 
numerous family members in Ukraine. She enjoyed telling her life’s 
stories to whoever would listen. 

She is survived by her son-in-law Eugene Melnitchenko and his 
wife Halyna Lysyj of Owings, Maryland, and by grandsons Dereck 
Melnitchenko and his wife Leigh of Baltimore and Mark Melnitchenko 
and his wife Sherri of Dallas, Texas.

May her memory be eternal.

В ПЕРШУ РІЧНИЦЮ СМЕРТИ 

св. п. 
Маркіяна Паславського, 

яка припадає 
на свято Преображення Господнього, 

19 серпня 2015 року о год. 9:30 ранку,

в Києві буде відправлена 
свята Літургія в церкві св. Миколая

 та відбудеться посвячення пам’ятника 
на Аскольдовій могилі.

Вічна Йому пам’ять!

Родина Паславських

parts. Two days later, on August 10, 1975, 
the congressional delegation met with 18 
Jewish dissidents in the lobby of the 
Moscow hotel where the U.S. legislators 
were staying. On August 12, 1975, the U.S. 
delegation presented a list of 1,000 
Ukrainians and Jews who were political 
prisoners to the Soviets. The Soviets com-
plained that the U.S. was damaging rela-
tions by constantly bringing up human 
rights. 

Serbia’s Foreign Affairs Minister Ivica 

Dačić currently heads the OSCE, but it was 
under the Ukrainian chairmanship of the 
OSCE that the Helsinki +40 Working Group 
was launched at the level of permanent 
representatives of the OSCE participating 
states.

The OSCE’s scope today has expanded to 
include military transparency, arms con-
trol, economic and environmental issues, 
policing, fighting human trafficking and 
combating terrorism, among other areas of 
cooperation, including the Special 
Monitoring Mission of the OSCE in Ukraine. 

Source: “Senate passes resolution mark-
ing anniversary of Helsinki Final Act,” The 
Ukrainian Weekly, August 7, 2005.

(Continued from page 6)
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Longoria a franchise player in Tampa
Step into the zone with Evan Longoria. It 

is an imaginary place he enters before 
every pitch – a place where expectations 
and past failures are not permitted, a place 
where the only thing that matters is the 
challenge before him. It could be the bot-
tom of the ninth inning at Boston’s Fenway 
Park, to do all he can, with his glove, to fin-
ish off the Red Sox. He has already blasted a 
home run over the Green Monster this day, 
but his work starts anew every time he 
steps into the zone.

It’s a 4-3 lead with Boston’s Dustin 
Pedroia at the plate. At the hot corner, 
Longoria steps into the zone, a place which 
demands complete focus. His eyes don’t 
blink, his knees and elbows bent, his 
weight shifted to the front of his spikes. His 
mind is embedded in the moment because 
this is the only moment he can influence. 
The pitch is a fastball and Pedroia scorches 
it low, toward left field. Right into the zone. 
Longoria’s glove flashes open as he reaches 
to his left; the ball takes one hop, then dis-
appears into the webbing of his glove and 
he finishes the play with an easy lob across 
the diamond to first base.

For the part-Ukrainian third baseman 
(mother Ellie is of Ukrainian descent, 
father Mike is Mexican), it’s just another 
out. The perennial All-Star is an impact 
player offensively and defensively at a posi-
tion where there is a dearth of great play-
ers. When Longoria arrived in Tampa Bay 
in 2008, the Rays, not coincidentally, went 
to the World Series and he was the unani-
mous selection as the American League 
Rookie of the Year. His potential as a hitter 
is unlimited and, defensively, he intercepts 
every ball that comes within a mile of his 
position. His ability to backhand the ball 
cleanly is beyond belief.

But there’s more: the quiet, native 
Southern Californian exudes an innate con-
fidence. It is a competitive ruthlessness 
lurking just beneath the gracious veneer. 
He enjoys the stardom and likes the pres-
sure on his shoulders. That is what a super-
star is supposed to do because all eyes are 
upon him. A superstar must want to be 
special. Longoria always wanted that, even 
when no major league organization wanted 
him.

The early years

Step into the zone with Evan Longoria, 
junior college transfer. In his first year at 
Long Beach State he was Troy Tulowitzki’s 
roommate and sidekick. Tulowitzki (a 
Colorado Rockies All-Star these days) was 
the star and the shortstop, so Longoria 
learned to play third base.

In the 2003 MLB draft, 1,480 players 
were selected; Longoria, then a senior at St. 
John Bosco High School in Bellflower, Calif., 
was not one of them. He did not receive a 
single scholarship offer from a Division I 
program. He ended up at Rio Hondo 
Community College some 12 miles from his 
home. To him, this was not an obstacle.

At age 15 Longoria decided to dedicate 
himself to the sport of baseball. He joined a 
summer wood-bat team, concentrated on 
hitting drills and lifted weights to strength-
en his thin torso. He had a natural inclina-
tion to fixing his perceived weaknesses 
without any prodding from outsiders.

A sports psychology consultant at Long 
Beach State, Ken Ravizza, taught Longoria 
how to use structure to find mental relief. 
The concept was that everything is done 
through the prism of preparing for success: 
the way you prepare for at-bats, the way 
you walk to home plate, the way you for-
give yourself after making an out or an 
error. In good times one can just go with 
the flow, but on the difficult days, the struc-
ture would be there for relief.

After his first season at Long Beach 
State, Longoria played in the 2005 Cape 
Cod League against the country’s top ama-
teurs. He led the league in home runs and 
RBIs, winning the MVP award. Now he was 
wanted by all the scouts, and in June 2006 
he was the third overall pick in the draft. 
He had transformed himself into a special 
player, a prime prospect.

A young leader

Step into the zone with Evan Longoria, 
rookie phenom. He was showered with 
much fanfare in the spring of 2008, more 
attention than guys who had played with 
the Rays for years. The veterans, however, 
were not offended. The youngster carried 
himself well, fitting right in as if he’d been 
in the major league clubhouse for many 

years. He didn’t want to be the guy with 
tons of talent everybody dislikes, but came 
across acting in a most mature way.

The 2008 season started out as a strug-
gle at the plate while with Triple-A 
Durham. Amid the disappointment and 
frustration came the call-up to the big 
league club. He quickly developed a pre-
game workout routine of weightlifting and 
conditioning early in afternoons. The 
6-foot-2, 210-pound third baseman 
worked on his defense daily with infield 
coach Tim Foley, trying to develop fluidity 
fielding ground balls at the hot corner.

It didn’t take long for Longoria to 
become a team leader. There’s the story of 
Rays’ VP Andrew Friedman walking into 
the clubhouse one day and seeing his third 
baseman playing “Guitar Hero” at stunning 
speed, his teammates gathered around. 

When struggling, he leans on structure. 
In August 2008 when he broke his right 
wrist, he would put on his batting gloves 
and visualize an entire at-bat, pitch-by-
pitch, each time his replacement came up. 
His mates were impressed with the way 
their disabled infielder was mentally pre-
paring for his at-bats.

Step into the zone with Evan Longoria in 
his first postseason. He smashed home runs 
in his first two playoff at-bats against 
Chicago. He proceeded to homer in four 
straight American League Championship 
Series games against the Red Sox. Scouting 
reports instructed opposing pitchers to 
move his feet off the plate with inside fast-
balls before spinning breaking balls low and 
away. The effective strategy pulled Longoria 
into a slump when he went hitless in his 
first 17 at-bats in the World Series against 
the Phillies. Before long he eased his way 
out of his doldrums without panic or more 
drastic consequences. He nearly homered in 
Game 3 and singled in a run in Game 5. The 
introvert had fully evolved.

Step into the zone with Evan Longoria at 
the start of his second season. Early in 
spring training when a reporter stopped by 
Rays camp in Port Charlotte, Fla., to ask 
Longoria questions about himself, the 
interview, with teammates nearby, reveals 
little except for clipped answers. It is clear 
he is not comfortable talking about himself 

in front of his teammates, out of respect for 
them. A super young talent, he has already 
figured out his place in the game. He can 
already serve as an example to others of 
how to do things properly.

Jeter an idol

Step into the zone with Evan Longoria, 
superstar Tampa Bay Ray, late September 
2013 in Yankee Stadium. Way back when 
Longoria would have been the ideal young 
veteran star to save the tumbling New York 
Yankees. George Steinbrenner would have 
loved someone charismatic, skilled and 
strong like Longoria on his team. Longoria, 
who grew up in California as a big fan of 
Yankees captain Derek Jeter, started out as 
a shortstop, wanting to be much like Jeter.

Longoria was astute enough to realize 
baseball has changed in the last 20-30 
years, becoming more of a business, where 
players no longer stay with one team for 
very long, let alone their entire career. Thus 
the fascination with Jeter and the respect of 
his core values Longoria would adopt for 
his own. He always wanted to be a bench-
mark player – the player one would think 
about or associate with an organization.

Instead of planning an escape from an 
organization that plays in an outdated 
domed ballpark ranking last in major 
league attendance, Longoria signed a con-
tract in November 2012 that could pay 
some $144.6 million and keep him with the 
Rays for a decade.

At age 27 he dutifully pledged his alle-
giance to a fan base that would collectively 
yawn if the team up and left. He thought it 
was the obvious decision to stay with the 
same franchise he was given an opportuni-
ty to play for at the major league level. It is 
a franchise that wants to win a World 
Series title soon.

Sure, there was a time when Longoria 
wanted to be like Jeter and it seemed like 
every star player wanted to play for the 
New York Yankees. Times have changed. 
Perhaps sometime in the future Evan 
Longoria will be to Tampa Bay Rays base-
ball what Derek Jeter is to the New York 
Yankees. 

Ihor Stelmach may be reached at 
iman@sfgsports.com

near Lviv, he took the name Andrey when 
he entered the Basilian Order.

Ukrainian Catholics around the world 
are celebrating the 150th anniversary of his 
birth, which, Bishop Gudziak said, may 
explain the timing of the decree.

Elected major archbishop of the 
Ukrainian Catholic Church at the age of 36, 
he quickly became recognized as a social 
and cultural leader in a situation of great 
political uncertainty.

He died on November 1, 1944, just four 
months after the Soviets took definitive 
control of Lviv. Bishop Gudziak said, “The 
Soviets did not liquidate the Greek-Catholic 
Church while he was alive.” The metropoli-
tan’s stature was such that they permitted a 
public funeral for him, but five months after 
his death, they arrested all the bishops and 
moved toward declaring the Ukrainian 
Catholic Church illegal.

“His social teaching, his fine, subtle and 
prophetic voice allowed the Church to sur-

vive,” the bishop said.
Father Peter Galadza, acting director of 

the Metropolitan Andrey Sheptytsky 
Institute of Eastern Christian Studies at St. 
Paul University in Ottawa, also mentioned 
the metropolitan’s efforts to save Jews dur-
ing the Holocaust – including by personally 
sheltering them – and his efforts to pro-
mote reconciliation among Ukrainians, 
Russian and Poles.

“It  is  also important to recall 
Sheptytsky’s commitment to the poor,” he 
said in a statement. “Born into an aristo-
cratic family, the archbishop used his 
resources to create a free clinic, provide 
countless scholarships and help victims of 
famine, flooding and war. He personally 
lived a life of poverty.”

Copyright 2015 Catholic News Service, 
www.CatholicNews.com. Reprinted with per-
mission of CNS.

[The text of the Sheptytsky Institute’s 
statement about the pontiff’s recognition of 
Metropolitan Andrey Sheptytsky appears 
on page 7.]

(Continued from page 1)

Pope declares...

some cases just miles across the border, and 
which it mobilizes regularly in so-called 
“snap exercises” with no warning. I ask you 
today: Whose behavior is “provocative”?

Ukraine requested U.S. Army Europe 
presence – and continues to request it, 
while President Putin has admitted Russian 
troops entered Crimea, a part of Ukraine, a 
sovereign European country, without an 
invitation (i.e., by force). Ukraine invited 
the U.S. and other NATO member states to 
train its forces; Ukraine did not invite 
Russia into Crimea or eastern Ukraine.

What needs to happen to put this mili-
tary picture on a better track? 

The combined Russian-separatist forces 
must allow OSCE representatives from the 
Special Monitoring Mission unfettered 
access to all areas of eastern Ukraine, as 
they agreed when they signed the Minsk 
agreements. The OSCE Observer Mission 
on the Russian side of the border is doing 
excellent work despite huge restrictions 
imposed by Russia. Last week, Russia 

blocked its expansion beyond a few hun-
dred meters total at the two checkpoints 
for a fourth time. This is the behavior of a 
guilty party – it raises the question in any 
reasonable person: What is Russia hiding? 

We call on the Kremlin to support inter-
national monitoring of the international 
border, to restore Ukrainian control to its 
side of the international border, to use its 
influence with the separatists to stop their 
attacks immediately, to stop violating the 
ceasefire, to withdraw their heavy weapons 
in a verifiable manner, to halt the flow of 
fighters and equipment from Russia into 
Ukraine, and to end the training of the sep-
aratists. And Russia must end its occupa-
tion of Crimea.

What happens in Ukraine is inseparable 
from European security writ large. No 
amount of wishful thinking will change the 
fact that if we collectively fail to respond to 
Russian aggression, appropriately and 
steadfastly, we will diminish security and 
contribute to instability with wider eco-
nomic and human costs. One person, 
President Putin, can return us to the road 
of partnership and cooperation, where we 
would much rather be.

(Continued from page 9)

Russia is actively...
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Athletes from Ukraine win gold at marathon event in Saskatchewan

Chornomorska Sitch wins memorial soccer tournament in Yonkers

Ukraine finishes 
in 8th place at Universiade 

in South Korea
by Al Kachkowski

SASKATOON, Saskatchewan – When Ivan 
Heshko’s grandfather made arrangements to 
emigrate to Canada in the 1930s, his grand-
mother emphatically refused to go and 
destroyed the documents that had been pre-
pared for the purpose. Ever since, members of 
the Heshko family dreamed of seeing Canada.

Heshko, a three-time Olympian and former 
world champion in the 1,500 meters, finally had 
his dream come true when he and his fellow 
runners Sergii Vashurin and Ruslan Kramariuk 
were invited to participate in the Saskatchewan 
Marathon. The runners, all from the Chernivtsi 
area of Ukraine, first spent a week in Toronto 
with Heshko’s relatives to acclimatize to the 
time change.

In Saskatoon on May 31, all won gold in their 
respective events; Vashurin in the full marathon 
with a time of 2:37:55; Kramariuk, in the half-mar-
athon, 1:15:05; and Heshko, 10 kilometers, 33:03. 
About 2,000 runners participated in the events.

YONKERS, N.Y. – Chornomorska Sitch won first place at this 
year’s Steven Howansky Memorial Soccer Tournament held at 
James L. Fleming Park in Yonkers, N.Y., on June 20-21 in conjunc-
tion with the Yonkers Ukrainian Festival. 

Krylati Yonkers Ukrainians Old Boys won second place, and 
Karpaty Brooklyn won third place. 

Sitch’s team included Andrij Kudryk, Andrij Panas, Taras Postolan, 
Olesh Postolan, George Mikula, Roman Chajkowsky and Zack Bakun. 

by Matthew Dubas

PARSIPPANY, N.J. – Ukraine finished in 
eighth place in the medal standings with 
31 medals – eight gold, 17 silver and six 
bronze – at the 2015 Gwangju Summer 
Universiade (student youth games) on July 
3-14 in Gwangju, South Korea.

Artistic gymnast Oleg Verniaiev won six 
medals – gold medals in the individual all-
around, men’s rings and parallel bars; sil-
ver in the men’s floor exercise; and bronze 
medals in the men’s vault plus the men’s 
team event (with Igor Radivilov, Mykyta 
Yermak, Arseniev and Volodymyr 
Okachev). Gymnast Igor Radivilov won sil-
ver medals in men’s rings and men’s vault. 

Verniaiev’s six-medal tally was the high-
est for any individual competitor

In judo, Dmytro Kanivets (73 kg) won 
silver and Tetiana Lvytska (52 kg) won 
bronze; the men’s judo team (Bogdan 
Iadov, Mykhailo Iltchuk, Dmytro Kanivets, 
Denys Tolkach, Artem Gulyayev, Dmytro 
Luchyn, Fedir Panko and Anton Rudnyk) 
won bronze. 

Ukraine’s women’s coxless four-man 
rowing team (Daryna Verkhogliad, 
Ievgennia Nimchenko, Nataliia Kovalova 
and Nataliia Dovgodko) won gold. Ukraine 
also won silver in women’s double sculls 
(Verkhogliad and Nimchenko) and wom-
en’s singles sculls (Dovgodko). Ukraine’s 
men’s team (Andrii Mykhailov, Yurii Ivanov, 
Anton Bondarenko, Vladyslav Nikulin, 
Oleksandr Nadtoka, Artem Verestiuk, Ivan 
Dovhodko, Igor Khmara and Dmytro 
Mikhai) won silver in the eight-man race 
and men’s lightweight double sculls (Igor 
Khmara and Stanislav Kovalov). 

Swimmer Sergei Frolov won gold in the 
men’s 800-meter freestyle and silver in 
the men’s 1,500-meter freestyle, while 
Mariia Liver won gold in women’s 
50-meter breaststroke. 

Ukraine’s men’s saber team (Bogdan 
Platonov, Dmytro Raskosov, Ievgenii 
Staasenko and Yuriy Tsap) won silver and 
Ukraine’s epee team (Valeriy Zharskyy, 
Volodymyr Stanke, Yan Sych and Yurii 
Taranenko) also won silver.

The men’s athletics team (Igor Glavan, 
Nazar Kovalenko, Ivan Banzeruk) won 
gold for Ukraine in the men’s team 
20-kilometer walk.

In rhythmic gymnastics, Ganna 
Rizatdinova won gold in the clubs event, sil-
ver in ball, bronze in ribbon and silver in the 
individual all-around. Ukraine’s rhythmic 
gymnastics team (Olena Dmytrash, Yevgenia 
Gomon, Oleksandra Gridasova, Valeriia 
Gudym and Anastasiia Mulmina) won gold 
in the group event for six clubs and two 
hoops, silver in the five ribbons group event 
and silver in the group all-around.

In volleyball, Ukraine’s men (Pylyp 
Harmash, Yurii Synytsia, Dmytro Bogdan, 
Oleksiy Klyamar, Mykola Moroz, Maksym 
Drozd, Dmytro Shorkin, Yuriy Tomyn, 
Sergiy Tyutlin, Dmytro Teryomenko, Oleg 
Shevchenko and Olekhsandr Dmytriiev) 
and women (Ganna Lisieienkova, Anna 
Stepaniuk, Diana Karpets, Kateryna 
Kalchenko, Anastasiia Chernukha, Viktoriya 
Delros, Maryna Degtiarova, Svitlana 
Dorsman, Angelina Dubianska, Kateryna 
Dudnyk, Oksana Madzar and Nadiia 
Kodola) won silver medals in their respec-
tive divisions. 

SPORTS

In the mayor’s office in Saskatoon, Saskatchewan (from left) are: Ruslan 
Kramariuk, Ivan Heshko, Mayor Don Atchison and Sergii Vashurin.

Al Kachkowskii

The Steven Howansky Memorial Cup 
2015.

The winners of the Steven Howansky Memorial Soccer Tournament: Chornomorska 
Sitch.

PARSIPPANY, N.J. – Chicago soccer club FC Connection won the 
2015 Great Lakes Cup tournament held on June 27-28 at Dibrova 
Park in Brighton, Mich. This was the fourth time (2007, 2009 and 
2011) it had won the tournament since the Great Lakes Cup was 
founded more than 20 years ago. This year, the tournament was 
hosted by Ukrainian Sports Club Chernyk of Detroit.

In the final, Connection won 4-1 against Hoverla Detroit, with 

Connection’s Andrij Vyksiuk scoring all four goals within eight 
minutes. The MVP of the tournament was Nazar Savitskyy, a 
defender who played at a high level of individual skills, with five 
goals to his credit. 

Connection finished the tournament with a 4-1 record, with 
21 goals for and two against. The team is sponsored by 
Selfreliance Ukrainian American Federal Credit Union in Chicago. 

FC Connection, champions of the Great Lakes Cup soccer tournament.

 FC Connection wins Great Lakes Cup soccer tournament

(Continued on page 19)
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UMANA Foundation awards scholarships for 2015-2016

UMANA

CHICAGO – The UMANA Foundation and 
its Dr. Walter and Olha Prokopiw 
Scholarship Fund has awarded five scholar-
ships for the 2015-2016 academic year.  

The foundation, the non-profit education-

al arm of the Ukrainian Medical Association 
of North America (UMANA), aims to encour-
age and support students who have chosen 
a profession in the healing arts. In the last 
eight years the UMANA Foundation has 
awarded 39 scholarships to deserving medi-
cal and dental students who are studying in 

the United States and Canada.
Each $3,000 scholarship will assist in 

defraying some of the expenses of medical 
or dental school tuition. The current cost of 
a four-year medical education is approxi-
mately $155,000. As a result, more than 85 
percent of students graduate with large 

debts at the end of their education. The 
interest rates on these student loans, as 
well as additional undergraduate debt, 
place a substantial burden on these stu-
dents. 

The foundation continues to assist stu-
dents of Ukrainian descent who show 
promise and commitment in their health 
care careers. It was encouraging to see sev-
eral former scholarship recipients among 
the many students and residents attending 
and participating in the recent UMANA 
Scientific Conference in Mont Tremblant, 
Quebec.

The following are recipients of the 2015-
2016 scholarships.

• Solomiya Gruschak is a second-year 
medical student at Loyola Stritch School of 
Medicine outside of Chicago. This spring, 
Ms. Gruschak organized a lecture at her 
school about the status of health care in 
Ukraine. She also raised thousands of dol-
lars with which she purchased and donat-
ed supplies to the Lviv Military Hospital. 
She also volunteered at the hospital during 
her vacation. She continues to support the 
UMANA Illinois Debutante Ball, which is 
the major fund-raiser for the UMANA 
Foundation.

• Stephanie Hanchuk will start her med-
ical studies at Icahn School of Medicine at 
Mount Sinai in New York. She volunteers to 
help and mentor children with disabilities. 
Ms. Hanchuk is doing research in the field 
of multiple sclerosis. She spends her sum-
mers at Soyuzivka and is involved in 
Ukrainian cultural events.

• Tetyana Khrabatyn is in her third year 
of dental school at Rutgers School of Dental 
Medicine in New Jersey. She emigrated 
from Ukraine in 2008. In addition to pre-
senting a well-received poster presentation 
on cancer markers found in saliva, Ms. 
Khrabatyn recently returned from a medi-
cal/dental mission to Costa Rica.

• Alexandra Kwit will begin her medical 
studies at the Toledo School of Medicine in 
Ohio this fall. She is an active participant in 
Plast Ukrainian Scouting Organization’s 
Cleveland branch over the last 10 years as a 
counselor and medical assistant. Ms. Kwit 
also enjoys performing in a choir.

• Nazary Nebeluk will begin his medical 
studies at Louisiana State School of 
Medicine. He is enrolled in the M.D./Ph.D. 
program. Mr. Nebeluk emigrated from 
Ukraine at age 6. He has been very active in 
Plast Ukrainian Scouting Organization as a 
counselor over the last five years. His inter-
est in infectious disease has inspired him to 
teach camp participants about tick bites 
and Lyme disease.

*  *  *
Donations to the UMANA Foundation 

help to expand the pool of scholarships for 
any qualified student of Ukrainian heritage 
in North America. To support or donate to 
the UMANA foundation visit www.umana.
org or call 773-278-6262.

Solomiya Gruschak, class of 2018, 
Loyola Stritch School of Medicine.

Stephanie Hanchuk, class of 
2019, Icahn School of Medicine.

Tetyana Khrabatyn, class of 2017, 
Rutgers School of Dental Medicine.

Alexandra Kwit, class of 2019, 
Toledo School of Medicine.

Nazary Nebeluk, class of 2019, 
Louisiana University State School 

of Medicine.
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Lviv’s Emmaus Center 
reaches out to the blind

by Matthew Matuszak

CHICAGO – The main focus of the work 
of the Emmaus Center of the Ukrainian 
Catholic University in Lviv is with the devel-
opmentally disabled. But on May 28 the 
Emmaus Center reached out to another dis-
abled community, the blind, with the pre-
sentation of the center’s translation of John 
Hull’s book “Touching the Rock: An 
Experience of Blindness.” 

The event at Lviv’s Palace of Art gathered 
some 200 people, a standing-room only 
crowd, including the director of a union for 
the blind and the director of a library for the 
blind. A chorus of blind children, a blind 
bandurist, as well as blind soloists per-
formed. According to Christina Angles 
d’Auriac, director of the Emmaus Center, 
John Hull is “an English writer and theolo-
gian who became blind at an adult age. This 
was the first time the Emmaus Center did 
something for people with special needs 
other than with an intellectual disability.”

The Emmaus Center has been operating 
at the university since 2000, organizing 
sheltered workshops for the developmen-
tally disabled throughout the city of Lviv 
and keeping Ukraine’s public informed 
about the needs and also the gifts of the 
developmentally disabled.

When the Ukrainian Catholic University 
opened its new collegium, residential col-
lege, in 2012, the Emmaus Center opened a 
small community, located in the building. 
Four adults with an intellectual disability 
currently live with four young assistants at 
the Emmaus House.

“Contact with the handicapped ought to 

be an integral part of theological forma-
tion,” said Bishop Borys Gudziak, president 
of the university. Thus, the life of the 
Emmaus House is closely integrated with 
the life of the students and staff who live at 
the collegium, and with a small community 
of nuns that also oversees the pastoral care 
of students at the collegium. 

The bishop said he considers the devel-
opmentally disabled “professors of human 
relations… We need the gifts they have. 
They don’t care if you’re a rector, a doctor, 
or how rich you are. What they force us to 
confront is the most important pedagogical 
question of all: Can you love me?”

The four adults of the Emmaus House 
take part daily in sheltered workshops 
that the Emmaus Center organizes. In the 
evening they help the nuns organize daily 
prayer services held at the collegium. 
They also participate in other activities 
with the students who live in the collegi-
um.

“To encourage students to come,” added 
Angles d’Auriac, “Emmaus House decided 
to organize some international cooking 
workshops with foreigners from the con-
cerned countries who were living in Lviv.” 
She said they have organized such events 
with French and Italian themes and hope 
for Swiss, Turkish and others.

Other disabled adults involved with the 
activities of the Emmaus Center help out at 
the university with manual tasks like mak-
ing copies and badges, filling envelopes and 
filing, and preparing coffee-breaks for con-
ferences. Others help in the university’s caf-

(Continued on page 19)

Roma Pryma Bohachevsky Ukrainian Dance Camp
Session 1: July 26th-August 8th
Session 2: August 9th-August 22nd
$1,345 per session
Directed by Ania Bohachevsky-Lonkevych (daughter of 
Roma Pryma Bohachevsky), this camp is for ages 
8-16, and offers expert instruction for beginning, inter-
mediate and advanced students. Room, board, 24-hour 
supervision, expert lessons and loads of fun are includ-
ed. Each camp ends with a grand recital. Note: 
Attendance limited to 60 students for Session 1 and 
100 students for Session 2.
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Edmonton conference to examine impact of WW II on Ukraine and Eastern Europe
CIUS

EDMONTON, Alberta – The Canadian Institute of 
Ukrainian Studies (CIUS), in partnership with the Center 
for U.S.-Ukraine Relations, is organizing a major interna-
tional conference to examine the political, social and eco-
nomic consequences of World War II for the people and 
post-war states of Eastern Europe. Titled “Contested 
Ground: The Legacy of the Second World War for Eastern 
Europe,” the gathering will take place at the University of 
Alberta on October 23-24 and will be open to scholars, stu-
dents and members of the general public.

While the defeat of Nazi Germany liberated millions 
from fascist dictatorship and led to the establishment of 
democratic governments in Western Europe, in the areas 
occupied by the Red Army any sense of freedom was short-
lived as Communist and pro-Soviet regimes were imposed 
and maintained through a combination of force, intimida-
tion, deceptive propaganda and rigged elections. 
Discussions will primarily be focused on the immediate as 
well as long-term repercussions that the Yalta and Potsdam 
agreements had for those that fell within Moscow’s 
“sphere of influence” or were subjected to varying degrees 

of pressure from the Kremlin. 
The Ukrainian post-war experience is to be compared 

and contrasted with that of other countries that ended up as 
members of the Warsaw Pact or as uneasy neighbors of the 
Soviet Union. Besides the Cold War and the lingering effects 
of the devastation wrought by the bitter conflict, the confer-
ence will also consider how narratives of the war were 
shaped by the official histories adopted by different govern-
ments, distorted by post-war propaganda, and contested in 
the memories of veterans and survivors. 

Of course, the legacy of World War II has acquired new 
relevance due to Vladimir Putin’s annexation of Crimea, the 
hybrid war in eastern Ukraine, and the Kremlin’s escalating 
military threats directed at former Soviet republics and 
satellites.

A distinguished group of scholars has already agreed to 
present papers at the Edmonton conference. These include 
such experts from overseas as Paul Goble (Tartu University, 
Estonia), Yitzak Brudny (Hebrew University of Jerusalem), 
Hakan Kirimli (Bilkent University, Turkey), and former 
Polish Minister of Defense Janusz Onyszkiewicz 
(International Center for Democratic Transition). 

Among the American participants are Norman Naimark 

(Stanford University), Mark Von Hagen (Arizona State 
University), Janusz Bugajski (Center for European Policy 
Analysis) and Ariel Cohen (Institute for the Analysis of 
Global Security). 

These experts will be joined by Ukrainian scholars like 
Yuri Shapoval and Vladyslav Hrynevych of the National 
Academy of Sciences of Ukraine, as well as leading special-
ists from several Canadian universities.

James Sherr of Chatham House (the Royal Institute of 
International Affairs) in the United Kingdom will be the 
featured speaker at a public banquet to be held on October 
24 to mark the conclusion of the conference. A world-
renowned authority on Russia and Ukraine, he will address 
the theme “The ‘Peace of 1945’ and the Current State of 
Affairs in Ukraine.” More details will be provided as further 
arrangements are made. A limited number of tickets will 
be available for the dinner, which will also mark the begin-
ning of the 40th anniversary commemorations of the 
Canadian Institute of Ukrainian Studies.

For more information readers may go to http://ukraini-
an-studies.ca/2015/06/16/edmonton-conference-to-
examine-the-impact-of-wwii-on-ukraine-and-eastern-
europe/.

ing office last year by signing a free trade deal on July 14 
with his Canadian counterpart, Stephen Harper.

The Canada-Ukraine Free Trade Agreement (CUFTA), 
announced in Chelsea, Quebec, near Prime Minister 
Harper’s summer residence at Harrington Lake, will elimi-
nate nearly all (99.9 percent) duties on imports from 
Ukraine to Canada, including tariffs on such key goods as 
sunflower oil, candies and chocolates, baked goods, vodka, 
apparel and ceramics. Ukraine will also remove duties on 
86 percent of Canadian imports on such products as beef, 
canola oil, frozen fish, caviar and cosmetics. 

Canada-Ukraine trade has been on the decline, dropping 
to $244 million (about $189 million U.S.) last year from 
$322 million (about $249 million U.S.) the previous year – 
and less than the $400 million (about $310 million U.S.) in 
low-interest bilateral loans Canada has given Ukraine since 
its political crisis began in 2013, the year in which World 
Trade Organization statistics show that Ukraine was not 
among Canada’s 40 trading partners.

As the National Post punctuated in an editorial, Canada’s 
exports to Ukraine represent one ten-thousandth of 
Canada’s gross domestic product. 

However, the Canadian government projects a 19 per-
cent increase in bilateral trade as a result of the CUFTA that 
required six rounds of negotiations since 2010 and which 
still needs ratification from both countries’ Parliaments.

Canadian exports to Ukraine – ranging from pork to 
motor vehicles – are expected to increase by $41.2 million 
(about $32 million U.S.), and Ukrainian exports to Canada, 
mainly in textile, apparel and metal products, are expected 
to rise by $23.7 million (about $18 million U.S.).

Prime Minister Yatsenyuk called the CUFTA “another 
step in the blossoming of our nations” and said it “should 
deepen Ukraine-Canada cooperation and increase two-way 
investment.” 

Canada, along with Ukraine’s “international friends and 
partners,” is “the flagship in supporting Ukraine in our 
quest and fight against the Russian-led terrorists,” he told 
reporters.

Prime Minister Harper said the deal – the 44th free trade 
agreement under his watch – would help Ukraine move 
toward “a Western future, a future of prosperity” away from 
Russian influence, and marks “another milestone in the 
important relationship between our two countries.”

Zenon Potichny, president and chairman of the Canada-
Ukraine Chamber of Commerce, noted that the CUFTA is 
Canada’s only free trade agreement in Europe apart from 
the much larger one Canada reached with the European 
Union nearly two years ago. That trade deal pumps about 
$12 billion (about $9 billion U.S.) into the Canadian econo-
my, according to the Canadian government.

“The Canada-Ukraine FTA will level the playing field for 
Canadian businesses by providing increased access for 
Canadian goods and services to the Ukrainian market 
through tariff elimination,” as well as assist Ukrainian com-
panies in accessing the North American market “and help 
Ukraine secure its energy independence, by applying 
world-renowned Canadian technology and equipment in 
the oil and gas sectors,” said Mr. Potichny in a news release 

from the Ukrainian Canadian Congress.
In an interview with The Globe and Mail following his 

July 14 meeting with Prime Minister Harper, Prime 
Minister Yatsenyuk said he would like Canadian investors 
to buy billions of dollars of government enterprises, includ-
ing power generation and chemical plants, and bring to 
Ukraine “good corporate governance” along with new 
investment and jobs. “I don’t want Ukrainian tycoons to 
buy these state-owned enterprises.”

Mr. Yatsenyuk told Globe parliamentary reporter Steven 
Chase that Kyiv is also tackling corruption – a major prob-
lem in Ukraine that earned it a ranking of 142nd out of 174 
countries on Transparency International’s 2014 
Corruption Perceptions Index – and said he believes that 
increasing public-sector wages would help prevent civil 
servants from accepting bribes, a major move in the fight 
against corruption.

In another interview, with the CBC News television net-
work, the Ukrainian prime minister welcomed Canadian 
weapons and ammunition in Ukraine’s other and even 
more significant fight against Russia.

Two months ago, Canadian Defense Minister Jason 
Kenney told The Ukrainian Weekly that option was “on the 
table,” but that Canada would need at least one other ally to 
provide Ukraine with arms. A month later, he told the 
Globe that a military inventory conducted earlier this year 
revealed that Canada doesn’t have “useful, operable equip-
ment” it could send to Ukraine. He added that Canada 
would have to buy weapons to fit the Soviet systems 
Ukraine uses if Canada decided to help arm Ukraine.

However, Canada is providing satellite imagery to 
Ukrainian forces fighting along the eastern border with 
Russia, along with non-lethal aid, including uniforms and 
night-vision goggles, and about 200 troops to train 
Ukrainian military personnel until March 2017. 

This week, the Canadian government delivered a mobile 
field hospital to Ukraine’s armed forces in Kyiv.

Canada has also imposed a host of sanctions against 
Russians and Ukrainians associated with the regime of 

Russian President Vladimir Putin, who has been repeatedly 
criticized publicly by Prime Minister Harper regarding what 
Canada considers to be Russia’s illegal occupation of Crimea.

Earlier this month, The Canadian Press news agency also 
reported that the Canadian Embassy in Kyiv – situated adja-
cent to the Maidan – was used as a safe haven last year for 
anti-government protesters who camped in the main lobby 
for at least a week in February during the uprising that top-
pled former President Viktor Yanukovych’s regime. Some of 
the wounded protesters were treated there and later trans-
ferred to hospitals. But not all of the protesters came from 
the streets. Inna Tsarkova, the local spokeswoman for the 
Embassy and a member of the Auto-Maidan group, had her 
car torched but declined to discuss her experience with CP’s 
senior defense reporter Murray Brewster.

But former Canadian diplomat and one-time al-Qaeda 
hostage Bob Fowler did. He criticized Canada’s foreign poli-
cy toward Ukraine, calling it “all mouth and no brain,” and 
said that, “people within NATO [of which Canada is a mem-
ber] …know about Canada’s military capabilities [and] 
know about what we could and could not do and they 
know our posturing is utterly vacuous.”

Yet in his CBC interview with “Power & Politics” host 
Rosemary Barton, Prime Minister Yatsenyuk praised both 
Prime Minister Harper for using “the tough right language” 
regarding Russia and the Canadian government for being 
“very strong, forward-leaning” in doing “everything they 
believe in,” that Russia is “an aggressor” and that Ukraine is 
a “victim.”

The Ukrainian prime minister said that Ukraine is “just 
the battlefield… against the Russian-led aggression,” and 
that Russia also poses a threat to Canada. “It’s not just 
about Ukraine,” he said. “It’s about Canadian security too.”

Some political observers believe that Canada’s strong 
support for Ukraine is also about the ruling federal 
Conservatives courting votes from the estimated 1.2 mil-
lion ethnic Ukrainian Canadians.

Canadians will head to the polls in a national election on 
October 19, and the Tories may target key ridings as CP 
recently reported, based on leaked documents from the last 
campaign four years ago when they apparently did just that.

Among the ridings “where Canada’s approach to 
Ukraine could be a ballot box question” this year is the 
Toronto riding of Etobicoke Center, which has a population 
of more than 113,000 residents (according to the last 
national census in 2011) of whom only 7.4 percent self-
identify as Ukrainians. Yet it’s a riding the Conservatives 
fought hard to win in the 2011 election – and their candi-
date, Polish Canadian Ted Opitz, emerged victorious despite 
attempts by the defeated Liberal incumbent, Ukrainian-
Canadian Borys Wrzesnewskyj, to quash Mr. Opitz’s narrow 
26-vote victory based on voting irregularities.

The battle went all the way to the Canadian Supreme 
Court, which in 2012 upheld Mr. Opitz’s electoral win 
based on voting results that a lower court had ruled were 
“null and void.”

Mr. Wrzesnewskyj is running again this year to regain 
Etobicoke Center for the Liberals – and is meeting the 
Conservatives on their own rhetorical turf.

“We have a special relationship with Ukraine,” he recent-
ly told New Pathway (Novy Shliakh), the weekly newspaper 
of the Ukrainian National Federation of Canada. “Let’s give it 
substance by showing leadership at this critical time.” 

(Continued from page 1)

Yatsenyuk signs...

The Canada-Ukraine Free Trade agreement is signed by 
Ukraine’s trade representative Nataliya Mykolska, and 
Marvin Hildebrand, representative of Foreign Affairs, 
Trade and Development Canada, as the prime ministers 

of the two countries look on.

Office of the Prime Minister of Canada
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July 27-August 7 Courses in Ukraine folk arts for children age 4-10,
Jewett, NY Grazhda Music and Art Center, 518-263-4670 or
 melanieserbay@yahoo.com 

July 27-30 Pysanka instruction, Grazhda Music and Art Center, 
Jewett, NY 518-263-4670 or melanieserbay@yahoo.com

July 27-31 Ukrainian folk painting instruction in Petrykivka style, 
Jewett, NY with instruction by Halyna Nazarenko, Grazhda Music 
 and Art Center, 518-263-4670 or 
 melanieserbay@yahoo.com

July 31-August 2 Canada’s National Ukrainian Festival,
Dauphin, MB Selo Ukraina, www.cnuf.ca

July 31- Art exhibit, “Chicago Connection: Artists from the Post-
September 27 War Period,” Ukrainian Institute of Modern Art
Chicago www.uima-chicago.org

August 1 Golf tournament, Ukrainian American Youth 
Ellenville, NY  Association, cym.org/us-ellenville

August 1 Concert featuring soprano Zoya Rozhok with 
Jewett, NY accompaniment by pianist Volodymyr Vynnytsky, Grazhda 
 Music and Art Center, 518-263-4670 
 or grazhdamusicandart.org

August 1-3 Servus Heritage Festival, Ukrainian Pavilion, William 
Edmonton, AB Hawrelak Park, info@heritage-festival.com or 
 780-488-3378

August 2-8 Folklorama festival, Spirit of Ukraine Pavilion, 
Winnipeg, MB

August 3-7 Gerdany workshop, with instruction by Lesia Lasii, 
Jewett, NY Grazhda Music and Art Center, 518-263-4670 or
 melanieserbay@yahoo.com

August 3-7 Embroidery workshop, with instruction by Lubov Wolynets,
Jewett, NY Grazhda Music and Art Center, 518-263-4670 
 or melanieserbay@yahoo.com

August 7-17 Ukrainian Choral Conductors’ Seminar, with Maestro 
Edmonton, AB Laurence Ewashko, Irena Szmihelsky and Dr. Melanie
 Turgeon, Ukrainian Music Society of Alberta, St. John’s
 Institute, http://umscanada.com or 780-469-4890

August 8 Children’s concert concluding the two-week course in
Jewett, NY Ukrainian folk singing, Grazhda Music and Art Center,
 www.grazhdamusicandart.org

August 9 Ukrainian Day Festival, Ukrainian Cultural Heritage
Edmonton, AB Village, 780-662-3640

August 9 Ukrainian Independence Day picnic and festival, St. 
Menlo Park, CA Michael Ukrainian Orthodox Church, Flood County Park,
 www.stmichaeluocsf.org

Entries in “Out and About” are listed free of charge. Priority is given to events 
advertised in The Ukrainian Weekly. However, we also welcome submissions 
from all our readers. Items will be published at the discretion of the editors 
and as space allows. Please send e-mail to mdubas@ukrweekly.com.

PLEASE SAVE THE DATE…

KLK’S 90th Anniversary
and

FALL WEEKEND

Date:  Weekend of October 3, 2015
Place:  Soyuzivka Heritage Center
Schedule of Day time events: Tennis Doubles
             Golf 
             A� ernoon social 
Schedule of Evening events: Gala Celebration, Dinner and Dance  
Black Tie preferred    RSVP REQUIRED
More information to follow

eteria as waiters and dishwashers, or in the 
kitchen. One works at a bakery in down-
town Lviv and another at an administrative 
office of Nestle.

“Unfortunately, stereotypes against the 
disabled are still prevalent in Ukraine,” 

laments Angles d’Auriac. “But many stu-
dents, professors and others have been 
deeply touched by the time they spend at 
Emmaus House.”

Further information about the Ukrainian 
Catholic University is available on the web-
site of the Ukrainian Catholic Education 
Foundation, www.ucef.org, or by calling its 
offices in Chicago, 773-235-8462 or 
Toronto, 416-239-2495.

(Continued from page 17)

Lviv’s...

It was the first time in Canada for all three, 
and Saskatchewan was an ideal place for 
them to visit given its strong Ukrainian heri-
tage. Roughly half of the organizers and fellow 
competitors, whom the runners met at the 
pre-race dinner, had some Ukrainian back-
ground, according to translator Victoria 
Didkovska of the Ukrainian Canadian 
Congress, Saskatoon branch.

James Funk, the defending champion in 
the marathon, said the appearance of the 
runners from Ukraine increased the quality 
of competition at the Saskatchewan 
Marathon.

The cities of Saskatoon and Chernivtsi 
have been twinned since the 1980s. The 

runners visited Mayor Don Atchison at 
Saskatoon City Hall and delivered a letter of 
greetings from Chernivtsi Mayor Oleksii 
Kaspruk.

Members of the Saskatoon UCC partici-
pated in touring the Ukrainians around the 
city and generally making them feel wel-
come. Activities included a luncheon at the 
UCC Saskatchewan Provincial Council 
office, visits to the Bishop Filevich 
Ukrainian Bilingual School, the Ukrainian 
Museum of Canada and the Western 
Development Museum, a barbeque dinner 
at a local home and even a fly-over of 
Saskatoon in a private airplane.

Vashurin, Kramariuk and Heshko hope 
to return next year to continue to help 
build Saskatchewan’s marathon event. 
“They will gladly come back,” Ms. 
Didkovska relayed.

(Continued from page 15)

Athletes from Ukraine...
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PREVIEW OF EVENTS
Saturday, August 1

JEWETT, N.Y.: The Music at the Grazhda con-
cert at 8 p.m. features Zoya Rozhok, soprano 
from Kyiv. She will sing opera arias and songs 
by Donizetti, Puccini, Verdi, Shamo, Bilash 
and Kos-Anatolsky. Volodymyr Vynnytsky 
will be at the piano. General admission is 
$20; seniors, $15; members, $12; students, 
free. The concert is sponsored by the Music 
and Art Center of Greene County at the 
Grazhda Concert Hall on Ukraine Road. For 
more information call 518-989-6479 or go to 
www.GrazhdaMusicandArt.org.

Sunday, August 23

HORSHAM, PA: The Ukrainian American 
Sport Center Tryzub will host the 24th annu-
al Ukrainian Independence Folk Festival and 
Outdoor Summer Concert at Tryzubivka, 
County Line and Lower State roads, 
Horsham, PA 19044. Doors will open at 

noon. The festival stage concert at 1:30 p.m. 
will feature: Iskra Ukrainian Dance Ensemble 
(Whippany, N.J.), Voloshky Ukrainian Dance 
Ensemble (Jenkintown, Pa.), Prometheus 
Ukrainian Male Chorus (Philadelphia), violin-
ist Innesa Tymochko Dekajlo (Lviv) and the 
Vox Ethnika orchestra (New York City). A 
public social dance to the live music of Vox 
Ethnika will follow the concert at 4:30 p.m. 
Delicious Ukrainian foods and baked goods, 
picnic fare, cool beverages and refreshments 
will be plentiful. Vendors are welcome. An 
arts and crafts bazaar and a children’s fun 
area will be open all day. Admission: $15; 
$10 for students:$10; free for children under 
age 15; parking is free. For further informa-
tion: 267-664-3857, info@tryzub.org; or 
www.tryzub.org. The sponsor is a 501(c)(3) 
tax-exempt nonprofit charitable organiza-
tion; proceeds benefit youth and adult ama-
teur sports and cultural, fraternal and com-
munity programs.

PREVIEW OF EVENTS GUIDELINES
Preview of Events is a listing of community events open to the public. It is a service pro-
vided at minimal cost ($20 per listing) by The Ukrainian Weekly to the Ukrainian com-
munity. 

To have an event listed in Preview of Events please send information, in English, written 
in Preview format, i.e., in a brief paragraph that includes the date, place, type of event, 
sponsor, admission, full names of persons and/or organizations involved, and a phone 
number and/or e-mail address to be published for readers who may require additional 
information. Items must be no more than 100 words long. 

Preview items must be received no later than one week before the desired date of 
publication (i.e., they must be received by 9 a.m. Monday). Please include payment for 
each time the item is to appear and indicate date(s) of issue(s) in which the item is to be 
published. Also, senders are asked to include the phone number of a person who may 
be contacted by The Weekly during daytime hours, as well as their complete mailing 
address. 

Information should be sent to preview@ukrweekly.com. When e-mailing, please do 
not send items as attachments – simply type the text into the body of the e-mail mes-
sage. Preview items and payments may be mailed to: Preview of Events, The Ukrainian 
Weekly, 2200 Route 10, P.O. Box 280, Parsippany, NJ 07054.


