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Holodomor National Awareness Tour

TORONTO – The Holodomor National 
Awareness Tour’s mobile classroom is pre-
paring to take to the road this fall with the 
goal of increasing awareness of the 
Holodomor across Canada. A Fleetwood RV 
bus has been purchased as the centerpiece 
of the tour, a federally funded initiative to 
educate Canadians about the Famine-
Genocide engineered by Joseph Stalin in 
1932-1933. 

Through the lens of the Holodomor, the 
tour will promote understanding of the con-
sequences of hate and discrimination and 
highlight the values of freedom, democracy, 
human rights and the rule of law. 

The 40-foot RV is currently being cus-
tomized – with the installation of state-of-
the-art audio-visual multi-media capabili-
ties such as 12 commercial flat-screen 
Samsung televisions – to ensure that the 
Holodomor Mobile Classroom offers a 21st 
century learning experience. 

Bohdan Onyschuk, past chair of the 
Canada-Ukraine Foundation (CUF), the lead 
organization on the project, arranged for 
the purchase of the vehicle. Mr. Onyschuk 
traveled to Decatur, Ind., for negotiations 
with Fleetwood Transportation. Initial 
quotes for an RV that could be retrofitted 

into a mobile classroom were in the 
$400,000 (U.S.) range. 

“Fleetwood Transportation employs 
about a thousand Mennonites,” said Mr. 
Onyschuk. “Their community suffered 
greatly during the Holodomor. When we 
explained the purpose of the bus and also 
that we didn’t need the leather couches, 
granite counters, king-sized beds, fridges 

and washrooms found in their ‘rock star 
mobile vehicles,’ they sold us the RV for 
$235,000 – a drastic reduction. They saw 
how important this project is to educating 
the public about what the Soviets did to 
Ukrainians and the Mennonites.”

The exterior of the Holodomor Mobile 

by Yaro Bihun

WASHINGTON – The long-awaited large 
bronze depiction of a receding field of 
wheat, memorializing the millions of inno-
cent people who perished during Joseph 

Stalin’s 1932-1933 Famine-Genocide in 
Ukraine, arrived here on August 4 and was 
affixed as the main part of the Holodomor 
Memorial being erected not far from the 
U.S. Capitol building.

The 6-foot-high-by-35-foot-long bronze 

casting of the art, titled “Field of Wheat,” cre-
ated by architect/sculptor Larysa Kurylas 
was transported to Washington that morn-
ing from the Laran Bronze Foundry in 

Holodomor mobile classroom readying to take to the road

(Continued on page 15)

The main bronze section of the Ukrainian Holodomor monument designed by architect/sculptor Larysa Kurylas is being placed into 
the memorial grounds in Washington by workers and supervisors of the Forrester Construction Co. and Hartman-Cox Architects.

Yaro Bihun

Congressional delegation
led by Pelosi visits Kyiv

KYIV – House Democratic Leader 
Nancy Pelosi and members of a con-
gressional delegation on August 5 vis-
ited the Maidan, where they placed 
flowers on a memorial for the 
Heavenly Brigade. During their visit to 
Ukraine’s capital they also met with 
President Petro Poroshenko and 
other leaders.

Members of the delegation, all 
Democrats, were Reps. Rosa DeLauro 
of Connecticut, Anna Eshoo of 
California, Chellie Pingree of Maine, 
David Cicilline of Rhode Island, Cedric 
Richmond of Louisiana and Marc 
Veasey of Texas. 

A release from the Democratic 
minority leader’s office noted that the 
congressional delegation was focused 
on national, economic and energy 
security. 

The members of Congress met 
with Prime Minister Arseniy 
Yatsenyuk, Secretary of the National 
Security Defense Council Oleksandr 
Valentynovych, members of the 
Verkhovna Rada and Kyiv Mayor Vitali 
Klitschko, as well as civil society and 
business leaders.

Also present at a meeting with 
President Poroshenko were Foreign 
Affairs Minister Pavlo Klimkin and the 
chair of the Verkhovna Rada 
Committee on Foreign Affairs, Hanna 
Hopko.

Mr. Poroshenko particularly 
emphasized the important role of the 
U.S. Congress in supporting the inde-
pendence and sovereignty of Ukraine, 
and assisting the country in the 
enhancement of defense capability, 
implementation of internal reforms 
and stabilization of its economic situ-
ation. He also expressed hope for such 
support in the future.

The U.S. delegation and Ukrainian 
leaders exchanged views on the fulfill-
ment of the Minsk agreements and 
the efforts of Ukraine aimed at ending 
Russian aggression. President 
Poroshenko noted the necessity of 
further steps toward de-escalation of 
the situation and the implementation 
of measures previously agreed by the 
parties in the security, humanitarian 
and political spheres.

In a statement at a press availabili-
ty on the Maidan, Rep. Pelosi said:

“It is with great humility that our 
delegation comes to Maidan. We 
observed from afar the courage, the 
self-determination of the people of 
Ukraine to have a more democratic, 

Holodomor mobile classroom readying to take to the road

The Holodomor National Awareness Tour’s state-of-the-art mobile classroom.

(Continued on page 4)

Holodomor memorial’s “Field of Wheat” is installed

(Continued on page 4)
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Poland seeks role in peace talks

WARSAW – President-elect Andrzej 
Duda of Poland said on August 5 that his 
country should participate in peace talks 
regarding the war in Ukraine. Mr. Duda, 
who was to be sworn in the next day, told 
the Polish Press Agency (PAP): “Talks on 
Ukraine should be conducted in a new for-
mula, with the participation of Poland and 
other neighbors of Ukraine.” A member of 
the Law and Justice party, Mr. Duda had 
stated that he would seek a more active 
diplomatic role for Poland. The Minsk 
ceasefire was agreed on by leaders of 
Ukraine, Russia, Germany and France on 
February 12, but fighting is still taking 
place. “A permanent peace can be guaran-
teed only by a wide peace conference,” Mr. 
Duda said, adding that Ukraine’s former 
borders should be re-established. (Reuters, 
Polish Press Agency)

Peace talks in Minsk falter 

MINSK – Peace talks in Minsk between 
the warring sides in the conflict in eastern 
Ukraine broke up after six hours on August 
3 amid reports that they failed to secure 
progress on a planned buffer zone. The talks 
in the Belarusian capital are seeking to sal-
vage a sweeping but largely ineffective 
ceasefire signed by the Ukrainian govern-
ment and Russian-backed rebels six months 
ago. The latest meetings were meant to 
agree to the withdrawal of smaller weapons 
from a proposed 30-kilometer-wide buffer 
zone, which splits rebel-run districts from 
the rest of Ukraine. Donetsk separatist 
negotiator Denis Pushilin said the discus-
sions were “aborted by the Ukrainian side” 
because of Kyiv’s refusal to move back its 
forces from four strategic locations. Envoys 
from Kyiv and Moscow did not speak to 
reporters. Ukraine has been under pressure 
from European allies to back the extended 
buffer zone. Yet several hundred residents 
of the Kyiv-controlled frontline port of 
Mariupol rallied against the pullback on 
August 2 out of fear that it would only pro-
voke a new rebel advance. Meanwhile in 
Kyiv, Ukrainian President Petro Poroshenko 
convened his generals on August 4 amid 
signs that his latest bid to negotiate an end 
to clashes with pro-Russian rebels is falter-
ing while violence is rising. “We need to 

clearly determine a plan for strengthening 
our defenses in case of the conflict’s escala-
tion,” the president was quoted as telling 
members of Ukraine’s National Security and 
Defense Council. Council Secretary 
Oleksandr Turchynov reported the death of 
three more soldiers in overnight rocket 
attacks. Kyiv said four of its troops had been 
killed on August 3, and the rebels reported 
one loss in the past two days. (RFE/RL, 
based on reporting by Agence France-
Presse, Kyiv Post, Interfax and TASS)

Tatars demand end to annexation 

ANKARA – A world congress of Crimean 
Tatars has called for “all necessary mea-
sures” to be taken to return Crimea to 
Ukraine following Russia’s takeover and 
annexation of the peninsula last year. 
Participants in the second annual World 
Congress of Crimean Tatars said in a final 
declaration of its two-day gathering in 
Ankara on August 2 that the annexation 
must be “immediately ended” and that a 
new Ukrainian Constitution should grant 
autonomy to Crimean Tatars. Some 200 
Crimean Tatar groups from several coun-
tries attended the gathering in Turkey. 
Participants said they were forced to hold 
the event outside Crimea due to pressure 
from Russian security services. Mustafa 
Dzhemilev, a veteran leader of the Crimean 
Tatars, told the conference that some 
10,000 members of the community have 
left Crimea since the Russian annexation in 
March 2014. He said those who have fled 
were motivated by “discrimination and 
lawlessness” on the peninsula since the 
Russian takeover, as well as “forced con-
scription of young people to the Russian 
Army with the prospect of sending them to 
war with their Ukrainian brothers.” Mr. 
Dzhemilev said Crimean Tatars have also 
left because of the “complete absence of 
democratic freedoms and the lack of any 
prospects for young people.” They are flee-
ing primarily to mainland Ukraine, he 
added. U.S. and EU officials have criticized 
what they call Russia’s repression of the 
Crimean Tatar community since the Crimea 
annexation. Speaking on August 1 at the 
conference in Ankara, Ukrainian Foreign 

(Continued on page 12)

 ANALYSIS

by Vladimir Socor
Eurasia Daily Monitor

Ukraine is scheduled to hold local elec-
tions throughout the country (except the 
Russian-occupied territories) on October 
25 – the first such elections since the 
advent of a Western-oriented Ukrainian 
government.

Under Ukrainian laws, passed in March 
(and corresponding with international 
law), elections of Ukraine may not be held 
in territories of Ukraine not controlled by 
the government of Ukraine but that are, 
instead, under the control of foreign mili-
tary forces and the nominees of a foreign 
power (Rada.ua, March 17, 18).

Moscow, Berlin, Paris and, apparently, 
Washington, however, are urging Kyiv to 
agree with the staging of local elections in 
“certain areas of the Donetsk and Luhansk 
oblasts” – i.e., the Moscow-controlled 
Donetsk and Luhansk “people’s republics” 
(DPR, LPR). Russian and Western diplomats 
involved in this process may have reached 
consensus about the prerequisites to the 
holding of valid elections in this territory.

Left unmentioned in this context are the 
evacuation of Russian forces and disarma-
ment or demobilization of DPR-LPR troops 
and security services. Such measures are 
not being listed as prerequisites to holding 
valid elections. It seems, therefore, that 
elections would be held under the gun in 
this territory.

The declared prerequisites (at this point) 
are, first, that elections in Donetsk-Luhansk 
should be deemed as part of Ukraine’s coun-
trywide local elections, under Ukrainian law. 
And second, that the Organization for 
Security and Cooperation in Europe (OSCE) 
should prepare and observe the elections in 
that territory, in accordance with the OSCE’s 
standards. This implies, first, a wishful 
assumption that the DPR and the LPR could 
be made to appear as adhering to demo-
cratic standards; and second, that elections 
in Donetsk-Luhansk could be recognized as 
valid, if they are staged with Kyiv’s consent 
and simultaneously with local elections in 
the rest of Ukraine.

That is a path toward legitimizing the 
Donetsk-Luhansk authorities and inserting 
them into Ukraine’s political and institu-
tional system. This has been Moscow’s sce-
nario since the Minsk I armistice 
(September 2014). Under Minsk II, more-
over (February 2015), local elections in 
that territory are to be held not only under 
Ukrainian legislation, but also under 
“modalities” to be negotiated between Kyiv 
and Donetsk-Luhansk (Article 4).

This approach compromises Ukrainian 
legislation in several ways. First, the mere 
fact of holding elections in this territory 
contradicts Ukrainian law. Second, 
Ukraine’s electoral code is inherently 
incompatible with DPR-LPR election prac-
tices (as displayed in their November 2014 
“parliamentary and presidential elections,” 
which produced the current authorities 
there). Third, the “modalities” of the pro-
posed elections are to be negotiated by 

Kyiv with Donetsk-Luhansk, instead of 
being determined by Ukraine’s legislation. 
And negotiating with DPR-LPR authorities 
would imply recognition of those authori-
ties by Kyiv. Thus, international reassuranc-
es that those elections would be held 
“under Ukrainian law” are misleading, irre-
spective from which capital they emanate.

Meanwhile, holding or even preparing 
elections in that territory would necessitate 
Ukraine’s consent, which Russia has failed 
on its own to obtain.

Western diplomacy, increasingly anxious 
to “freeze” this conflict, seeks Kyiv’s con-
sent to holding elections in that territory. 
Pro-Russia authorities would predictably 
win. Yet, discussions are accelerating in the 
Normandy format (Russia, Germany, 
France, Ukraine), the bilateral Russia-U.S. 
format (on the deputy ministerial level, 
Grigory Karasin-Victoria Nuland) and the 
Minsk Contact Group (Russia, Ukraine, 
OSCE, DPR, LPR), about holding elections in 
the secessionist territory.

Those forums and channels are, by defi-
nition, concerned with “implementing the 
Minsk agreement,” the main political claus-
es of which carry a December 2015 dead-
line. Russia bears no direct “obligations” on 
the military clauses; it is not even named. 
The burden of “Minsk obligations” is being 
shifted entirely onto Ukraine at this stage: 
i.e., consenting to local elections being held 
in Donetsk-Luhansk and adopting a consti-
tutional status for that territory. Even in 
that case, under Minsk II, Ukraine would 
not regain control of its border with Russia, 
but could only start negotiating about that 
with the armed DPR-LPR (another form of 
recognition de facto).

Politically, “re-integrating” Donetsk-
Luhansk in their existing form into Ukraine’s 
political system would eventually bring a 
contingent of pro-Russia deputies into the 
Ukrainian Parliament. According to Hiorhiy 
Tuka, recently appointed governor of the lib-
erated part of the Luhansk Oblast, sentiment 
favoring Russia and the former Party of 
Regions is widespread, and would impact on 
elections accordingly (Ukrayinska Pravda, 
July 26). The Ukrainian government may be 
able to change that mood in the liberated 
area eventually, but the militarized DPR-LPR 
will remain beyond Kyiv’s reach in political 
terms, even if that territory is formally re-
integrated with Ukraine.

At this point, Moscow seems content to 
watch Western diplomats urging Kyiv to 
legitimize the Donetsk-Luhansk authorities 
through local elections, and (as a conse-
quence of this) enshrining an official status 
for that territory in Ukraine’s Constitution 
(see Eurasia Daily Monitor, July 20, 24).

According to Kyiv officials, cited by 
Zerkalo Nedeli (June 26), U.S. Assistant 
Secretary of State Nuland has “gently 
encouraged Ukraine to include the rebel 
territories in the upcoming local elections. 
When reproached politely about such a sce-
nario being unrealistic, Nuland said with a 
smile: ‘Look for strong characters capable 
of winning a campaign there.’ Nuland 
named free access for all media and foreign 
observers as sufficient conditions for the 
occupied areas to express their wishes.”

Similarly, German Foreign Affairs 
Minister Frank-Walter Steinmeier recently 
urged Kyiv to “go on, hold elections in those 
territories, change the Constitution, and 
they [Donetsk-Luhansk] will gradually 
change, too,” according to Ukraine’s chief 
negotiator, former President Leonid 
Kuchma (Zerkalo Nedeli, June 26).

Elections in secessionist territory:
a topic of international negotiation
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In the photo caption accompanying the 
UCCA’s story “UCCA members attend Iftar 
with Crimean Tatar community in 
Brooklyn” (August 2), the wrong person 
was identified as general counsel of 
Razom. Ivanna Bilych (not Pamela Edgar-
Dobriansky) is the general counsel. The 
correction has been made in our online 
edition.
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NEWS ANALYSIS: Ukraine as a bargaining chip? 
by Brian Whitmore 

RFE/RL

If you believe all the talk out there lately, 
Vladimir Putin is not only duplicitous and 
hypocritical – he’s also been pretty damn 
busy lately. Busy cutting secret deals with 
the same Europeans and Americans he has 
been vilifying for years.

And if you believe the rumors, the 
Europeans and Americans have also been 
busy selling out Ukraine to the Russians.

Not that any of this would be unusual or 
particularly surprising. Cynicism, duplicity 
and hypocrisy are often the reserve curren-
cies of politics, where interests tend to 
trump values.

There have long been suspicions out 
there that the United States and Europe 
might give Ukraine up in exchange for 
Moscow’s support in securing a deal to 
curb Iran’s nuclear program. 

Additionally, Washington has been seek-
ing Moscow’s backing in securing a man-
aged, orderly and negotiated exit for Syrian 
leader Bashar al-Assad, which would go a 
long way toward ending the conflict in that 
country.

And over the past two weeks, specula-
tion has intensified that some kind of quid 
pro quo has in fact been reached with Mr. 
Putin. It began in earnest on July 14 when 
U.S. President Barack Obama praised 
Moscow’s role in securing a deal to curb 
Iran’s nuclear program. 

The suspicion only increased two days 
later, on July 16, when U.S. Deputy Assistant 
Secretary of State Victoria Nuland traveled 
to Kyiv to persuade lawmakers to include 
language in amendments to the Ukrainian 
Constitution recognizing the special status 
of separatist-held areas of Donetsk and 
Luhansk oblasts. 

This is something Moscow has long 
sought, but that Ukraine had been resisting.

And the speculation reached a fever 
pitch when people began connecting the 
last couple months’ data points: U.S. 
Secretary of State John Kerry traveled to 
Sochi on May 12 for talks with the Kremlin 

leader on Iran, Syria and Ukraine; a bilater-
al diplomatic channel on the Ukraine con-
flict was subsequently opened between 
Deputy Assistant Secretary of State Nuland 
and Russia’s Deputy Minister of Foreign 
Affairs Grigory Karasin; Messrs. Obama and 
Putin had two long phone conversations, 
on June 25 and July 15.

Moreover, in addition to the Iran deal, 
Moscow also appears more open to helping 
broker Mr. Assad’s exit in Syria, The Wall 
Street Journal reported. 

“A deal was cut without Ukraine, and at 
Ukraine’s expense,” Andrei 
Illarionov, a former Putin 
adviser turned critic, wrote in 
Kasparov.ru. 

Likewise, political analyst 
Vladimir Socor wrote [in 
Eurasia Daily Monitor] that 
“the White House has reor-
dered its policy priorities 
toward working with Russia on the Middle 
East, correspondingly becoming more 
accommodating to Russia’s position on 
implementing the Minsk armistice in 
Ukraine.” 

A quid pro quo?

It’s tempting, it’s elegant, and it seems to 
fit. But is it true?

Asked about a potential quid pro quo in 
Kyiv, Ms. Nuland said it was “offensive to 
suggest that the U.S. does tradeoffs.” 

Offensive or not, it’s worth asking, what 
exactly has Russia gained? Two things, 
actually – but neither really qualifies as a 
wholesale sellout of Kyiv.

Establishing the Nuland-Karasin diplo-
matic channel gives Moscow something it 
has always craved: a bilateral format to 
decide the Ukraine crisis with the United 
States – one that doesn’t include the 
Ukrainians. It’s exactly the kind of great-
power politics – where big countries decide 
the fates of small ones – that the Kremlin 
loves.

And with all the predictable echoes-of-
Munich allusions, it is also horrible optics. 
But in and of itself, the Nuland-Karasin 

channel doesn’t really give Moscow any-
thing deliverable.

The second thing Moscow has gained 
came on July 16, when the Ukrainian 
Parliament passed the first reading of con-
stitutional amendments that would grant 
more power to the country’s regions.

After intense lobbying from Ms. Nuland, 
the legislation included the line that: “The 
particulars of local government in certain 
districts of the Donetsk and Luhansk 
regions are to be determined by a special 
law.” 

This was widely interpreted as giving 
Moscow what it really wants in Ukraine: a 
dysfunctional federalized state where its 
proxies in the separatist-held areas of 
Donbas will be able to paralyze decision 
making in Kyiv.

The United States and the European 
Union have been pushing Ukraine to grant 
greater autonomy for Donetsk and Luhansk 
and the legalization of separatist forces, as 
stipulated by the Minsk ceasefire, before 
Moscow and its proxies cease military 
operations and pull back heavy weapons. 

“Western powers are increasingly pres-
suring Ukraine to fulfill the [Minsk agree-
ment’s] political clauses unilaterally, with-
out seriously expecting Russian compliance 
with the military clauses,” Mr. Socor wrote. 

But the legislation that passed its first 
reading on July 16 doesn’t actually give 
Moscow anything – at least not yet.

The amendments still need to win a two-
thirds majority in the Verkhovna Rada in 
their final reading, far from a certainty – 
especially given the mood of the Ukrainian 
public, which is strongly opposed to grant-
ing autonomy to the rebel-held areas and 
legal recognition to their leaders. 

And even then, the separate law that will 
determine Donetsk and Luhansk’s status 
won’t be drafted and debated until the 
autumn.

Moscow’s dirty little secret

Which effectively leaves us pretty much 
where we were before – in a stalemate. 
Ukraine insists that Moscow fulfill the mili-
tary end of the Minsk deal before it fulfills 
the political end; and Russia insists Kyiv 
deliver the political changes first.

Writing in the pro-Kremlin daily Izvestia, 
Russian political commentator 
Aleksandr Chalenko wrote that 
“the Minsk process is deadlocked” 
and Moscow should just consider 
annexing the separatist-held terri-
tories. 

Similarly, a recent article by 
defense analyst Valery Afanasyev 
in the influential military journal 

Voennoye Obozreniye argued that the rebel 
territories should be turned into “a second 
Belarus, ...an autocratic state completely 
dependent on Moscow.” 

This could be seen as an implicit threat 
to annex these territories or turn them into 
a protectorate. But Russia’s dirty little 
secret is that these are the last things it 
wants. Who, after all, would want to be sad-
dled with the cost of rebuilding and the 
hassle of administering these places? 

And Russia’s dirty little secret is no lon-
ger so secret. It’s clear to anybody paying 
attention that Moscow’s endgame is to 
embed these territories back into Ukraine 
as a Trojan horse. And it is desperate to cut 
a deal to secure this result.

“As long as Putin is in Ukraine, he is 
dependent on others. And this dependence 
can be used,” Ukrainian political analyst 
Petro Oleshchuk wrote. 

Copyright 2015, RFE/RL Inc. Reprinted 
with the permission of Radio Free Europe/
Radio Liberty, 1201 Connecticut Ave. NW, 
Washington DC 20036; www.rferl.org (see 
http://www.rferl.org/content/ukraine-as-a-
bargaining-chip/27157301.html).

It’s clear to anybody paying at-
tention that Moscow’s endgame is 
to embed rebel-held territories in 
the Donbas back into Ukraine as 
a Trojan horse.

WASHINGTON – On August 3, Ukraine’s new ambassador to the United States, Valeriy Chaly, presented 
his letters of credence to U.S. President Barack Obama. During the official ceremony, Mr. Chaly thanked 
the president for his full-fledged support of Ukraine and wished the American people peace and prosperity. 
Ambassador Chaly confirmed the invitation extended to President Obama by President Petro Poroshenko 
to visit Ukraine. Mr. Obama said that relations between the U.S. and Ukraine today are stronger than ever 
and reaffirmed that the U.S. remains committed to supporting Ukrainian people.

– Embassy of Ukraine in the United States

Ukraine’s new ambassador presents
letters of credence to U.S. president

Quotable notes
“…With regard to the single sentence about the need for 

the law that’s already been passed by the Rada on special 
status [for parts of the Donetsk and Luhansk regions] – as 
you know, that’s a direct quote from the Minsk agreement, 
which was signed by Ukraine in the hope of having peace 
and having the restoration of its territory in eastern 
Ukraine. So the hope is, having fulfilled Ukraine’s obliga-
tion under the Minsk agreement to include this, this will 
now be answered by responding steps by those responsi-
ble in Donetsk and Luhansk, and those who support them 
in Moscow. So it puts you in the strongest possible posi-
tion to say your obligations are being met, what about the 
other side.”

“…288 out of 300 plus deputies voted for this, so it was 
a very strong mandate for – first and foremost – decentral-
ization of the country, which public opinion polls show is 
second only to countering corruption in terms of what the 
people of Ukraine are asking for – whether they live in 
Lviv or Donetsk. So this was an important step to de-Sovi-
etize, de-oligarchize the country – to liberate Ukraine from 
the structures of the past and bring it closer to Europe. Did 
we want to see Ukraine meet its obligations that it took in 
Minsk by including this sentence as it agreed to do? Of 
course. But the reason that we wanted to see that happen 
was so there would be no excuses on the other side for 
renewed violence. No excuses to break the agreement. 
That Ukraine is doing its job. Now it is up to the other side 
to do its job.”

– U.S. Assistant Secretary of State Victoria Nuland, 
responding to two journalists’ questions on July 16 in Kyiv at 
a “press availability.
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 Krawczuk Anna  Holmdel  NJ 
 Kulas Myron  La Grange  IL 
 Luczka Joseph  New York  NY 
 Moroz Eugene  Concord  MA 
 Mutlos George  Hollandale Beach  FL 
 Mykyta Roman  Eatontown  NJ 
 Piddoubny Elia  Bellerose  NY 
 Pluta John  Wallingford  PA 
 Sydorak Oksana  Hillsborough  CA 
 Turczeniuk Bohdan  Elkins Park  PA
15.00 Dycio Mary  Auburn  ME 
 Hayda Ihor  Easton  CT 
 Hursky Petro  Cheltenham  PA 
 Klachko Luba  Mendham  NJ 
 Mac Roman  Lorton  VA 
 Sawka Jaroslaw  Sterling Heights  MI 

	 Staruch	Theophil		 Springfield		 VA 
 Zarycky Marie  Warren  MI
$10.00 Bachynskyj Evhen  Parma  OH 
 Cionka Leo  Warren  MI 
 Hoszko Walter  Piscataway  NJ 
 Iwanyckyj Ihor  Warren  MI 
	 Iwaszczenko	Wasyl		 Plainfield		 NJ 
 Jarosewych Myron  Downers Grove  IL 
 Kocybala Arcadia  Croton on Hudson  NY 
 Kwitkowsky Marta  Sterling Heights  MI 
 Luciw Wolodymyr  Bernville  PA 
 Psiuk Anna  Kennett Square  PA 
 Slysh Roman  Raleigh  NC 
 Sywyj Stephanie  Parma  OH
$5.00 Brenycz Ewhen  Whitehouse Sta  NJ 
 Garbera John Petro  Stamford  CT 
 Kitt John  La Jolla  CA 
 Kolody Zenovia  Bayside  NY 
 Liteplo Sam  Brooklyn  NY 
 Onufryk Irene  Flanders  NJ 
 Podolak Eugenia  Lehighton  PA 
 Rishko Irene  Bridgewater  NJ
 TOTAL: $2805.00

Sincere thanks to all contributors  
to The Ukrainian Weekly Press Fund. 
The Ukrainian Weekly Press Fund is the only 
fund dedicated exclusively to supporting  
the work of this publication.

Chester, Pa., and, with the help of a dozen professional han-
dlers and a huge crane, the five-ton piece was affixed to the 
stainless steel bolts in the monument’s foundation.

Though some complications arose, they were resolved 
within less than three hours – much to the delight of an 
estimated 50 persons who came to witness the event.

Among those witnesses were Ukraine’s new ambassa-
dor to the United States, Valeriy Chaly, who had presented 
his letters of credence at the White House to President 
Barack Obama on the previous day, and Michael Sawkiw, 
who heads the U.S. Committee for Ukrainian Holodomor 
Genocide Awareness 1932-1933, which has been in the 
forefront of getting U.S. government to authorize the build-
ing of the memorial on what is now National Park land.

The memorial is located on a small, triangular plot at the 
intersection of Massachusetts Avenue and North Capitol 
Street – one block away from Union Station and a short 
walk from the Capitol, where the U.S. Congress in 2006 
authorized the building of the memorial by the govern-
ment of Ukraine. After all of the technicalities were 
resolved, a solemn groundbreaking ceremony took place 
here on December 4, 2013, and some of the preliminary 
construction of the memorial was started.

Asked when the Holodomor Memorial will be finished, 
Ms. Kurylas said that there are a number of tasks that still 
must be completed, among them adding some stone and 
bronze metal caps, the placement of etched-stone panels 
inspired by early 20th century folk textile designs by 
Ukrainian artist Vasyl Krychevsky, as well the planting of 
Nankeen shrubs and seven purple-leaf Redbud trees 
behind the monument, which cannot be done before mid-
September.

She said that the memorial should be completed and the 
fence surrounding the monument grounds will probably 
come down by the end of September. The official dedica-
tion of the memorial is scheduled for November 7.

Among the noteworthy persons who may have wanted 

to be here when the monument arrived August 4 and to 
participate in that official dedication in November but 
could not and will not be able to is Dmytro Firtash, the 
Ukrainian gas tycoon who donated more than $2 million 
for the construction of the memorial. The U.S. government 
has asked Austria to extradite him to the United States on 
corruption charges, but was turned down by the Vienna 

government.
Another potential attendee, the prominent researcher of 

Stalinism Dr. Robert Conquest, one of whose major works, 
“The Harvest of Sorrow: Soviet Collectivization and the 
Terror-Famine,” focused on the Holodomor in Ukraine, died 
in Palo Alto, Calif., on August 3, the day before the monu-
ment’s bronze casting arrived in Washington. He was 98. 

(Continued from page 1)

Holodomor memorial’s...

Ukraine’s new ambassador to Washington, Valeriy Chaly (center), discusses the main section of the Ukrainian 
Holodomor memorial in Washington with its designer, Larysa Kurylas, after its installation not far from the U.S. 
Capitol. Standing behind them and studying the new monument is Michael Sawkiw, head of the U.S. Committee for 

Ukrainian Holodomor Genocide Awareness 1932-1933.

Yaro Bihun

open, transparent society. So, we come in solidarity with 
them. We come in sympathy for those who lost their lives 
speaking out for freedom. We come with great sadness, 
great sadness as to how this could possibly happen. We 
come with great respect for the Revolution of Dignity. What 
a great phrase – it could apply to everything, every aspira-
tion for respect in the world. And we come with interest as 
to how we can identify more closely, help more seriously 
the Ukrainian people. Hearing about it, seeing it in the 

press and the media, it really hit us very hard. But coming 
here is really transformative in our gaining of understand-
ing of the courage, of the courage, of the values, of the ide-
alism of mostly young people taking responsibility for their 
future.”

Asked by a reporter about the next steps to support an 
international tribunal on the downing of Malaysia Airlines 
Flight 17, Rep. Pelosi responded: “…when Russia vetoed the 
U.N. Security Council resolution… that would make one 
suspicious or ask the question ‘why?’ Why would there not 
be the interest of everyone on an organization called the 
Security Council of the United Nations to have an investiga-
tion that would lead to the truth? And that’s what people 

need to hear: the truth. And that’s what’s so important – 
taking us back to here. This is about shedding light about 
the angels, the heroes and the Heavenly Hundred – identi-
fied in so many ways for their courage to shed light on the 
need for more transparency and more light here. We need 
the truth. We need more light shed on the cause of that ter-
rible, terrible tragedy. And, of course, we support a global 
investigation. It’s my understanding now that the Dutch 
government is taking the lead on it, but I think we can do 
more.”

Sources: Office of the Democratic Leader, Presidential 
Administration of Ukraine.

(Continued from page 1)

Congressional...
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Young UNA’ers

Clara Autumn Denysyk, daughter of 
Ruslan and Kristin Denysyk of Morris 
Plains, N.J., is a new member of UNA 
Branch 88. She was enrolled by her 
grandparents Nusia and Oleh Denysyk.

Luca Coy, son of Dorota and Steve Coy 
of Detroit, is a new member of UNA 
Branch 13. He was enrolled by his grand-

parents Bohdan and Maria Bilica.

Alexander James Bresock, son of Jason 
and Catherine Bresock of Marysville, 
Ohio, is a new member of UNA Branch 
112. He was enrolled by his great aunt 

Maryann Mysyshyn.

Gregory Andrey Buniak, son of Peter 
Yaroslav Buniak and Christina Maria 
Duzyj Buniak of Bedminster, N.J., is a 
new member of UNA Branch 37. He was 
enrolled by his aunt Chris and uncle 

Zenon Ivanonko.

DO YOU HAVE A YOUNG UNA’ER, OR POTENTIAL YOUNG UNA’ER IN YOUR FAMILY?
Call the UNA Home Office, 973-292-9800,  to find out how to enroll.
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Robert Conquest, the renowned author of 21 books on Soviet history and politics, 
passed away on August 3 at the age of 98. In online tributes, Dr. Conquest’s colleagues 
at the Hoover Institution, where he spent 28 years as a senior research fellow, remem-
bered him as “a tireless investigator of Stalin’s tyranny” (Robert Service), “the most 
prolific, most influential Sovietologist ever” (Stephen Kotkin) and “a champion of 
human freedom and a sworn enemy of oppressive and totalitarian regimes and the 
ideologies that stood behind the tragedies of the 20th century” (Anatol Shmelev). 

The news media, too, were full of laudatory words. The Telegraph described Dr. 
Conquest as “one of the outstanding scholars of his time, whose books did as much 
as any other man’s to alter our view of the communist experience.” The Times of 
London said he “did perhaps more than any other historian in the West to bring 
those unimaginable crimes [of Stalin] to public attention.” In an article published by 
the BBC, Stephen Evans noted that he “is credited by many as the first to reveal the 
extent of the horror of Joseph Stalin’s regime.” He cited Dr. Conquest’s “The Great 
Terror: Stalin’s Purge of the Thirties” as an extraordinary work that “changed minds 
and dispelled doubt when it was published in 1968. …It laid out facts without adorn-
ment so they could speak for themselves, spelling out in clear language the detail of 
the purges and the executions.” 

Widely seen as a sequel to the “The Great Terror,” Dr. Conquest’s “The Harvest of 
Sorrow: Soviet Collectivization and the Terror-Famine” (1986) told the story of what 
we now call the Holodomor. In the book’s eloquent introduction, the author described 
Ukraine and ethnically Ukrainian and Cossack areas to its east as “one vast Belsen”: “A 
quarter of the rural population, men, women and children, lay dead or dying, the rest in 
various stages of debilitation with no strength to bury their family or neighbors. At the 
same time, (as at Belsen), well-fed squads of police or party officials supervised the 
victims.” This, he wrote, “was the climax of the ‘revolution from above,’ as Stalin put 
it, in which he and his associates crushed two elements seen as irremediably hostile 
to the regime: the peasantry of the USSR as a whole, and the Ukrainian nation.” 

Indeed, Ukrainians around the globe will remember Robert Conquest as the his-
torian whose meticulous and expressive account of the Great Famine of 1932-1933 
told the world the truth about Stalin’s premeditated murder of millions of their kins-
men – and gave voice to those millions. “The Harvest of Sorrow” garnered world-
wide acclaim; The New York Review of Books cited it among the 200 most notable 
books of 1986. Its author was interviewed by countless media outlets.

That same year, on October 8, Dr. Conquest testified before the U.S. Commission 
on the Ukraine Famine. He stated: “The Ukrainian countryside had already, in 1931-
1932, suffered grain requisitions which left it on the point of famine. In July 1932 
Stalin issued the decisive decree: 6.6 million tons of grain were now to be delivered. 
The figure was far beyond possibility. The Ukrainian Communist leaders protested, 
but were ordered to obey. As Vasily Grossman puts it, ‘the decree required that the 
peasants of Ukraine, the Don and the Kuban be put to death by starvation, put to 
death along with their little children.’ By November 1, 41 percent of the delivery plan 
had been fulfilled, and there was nothing left in the villages. …‘Brigades’ with crow-
bars searched the peasants’ houses and yards. A little hidden grain was sometimes 
found, the peasant then being shot or sent to labor camp…The borders between 
Ukraine and Russia were blocked by police posts which prevented bread being 
bought back. About a third of Ukraine itself was officially blockaded so that not 
merely bread, but no supplies of any sort, could enter. …”

To be sure, there were those who sought to discredit Dr. Conquest and others who 
tried to tell the story of the Holodomor. The Village Voice for example, on January 12, 
1988, published “In Search of a Soviet Holocaust: A 55-Year-Old Famine Feeds the 
Right,” an article which alleged that research into the Famine was a campaign of fal-
sification waged by Ukrainian Nazi collaborators in concert with influential right-
wing politicians in the U.S. And there were others who tried to downplay the crimes 
of Stalin and company. Ultimately, however, Dr. Conquest was vindicated. One of the 
expressions of that vindication was the reception for Dr. Conquest’s book 
“Reflections on a Ravaged Century” (1999). Josef Joffe, writing in The New York 
Times Book Review, observed that “terror was intrinsic to both totalitarianisms, 
though many in the West still deny the twinship of Stalinism and Hitlerism... 
So-called right-wing intellectuals like Conquest ...did not have an easy time in the 
academy during the 1970s and ‘80s when ‘anti-Communist’ became an epithet and 
moral judgments about the ‘evil empire’ became, well, ‘judgmental.’ Now, a decade 
after the empire’s demise, and with ever widening access to party and state archives, 
it turns out that those ‘Cold Warriors’ were right, while many of their opponents 
look like unregenerate apologists.”

For his invaluable contributions, Dr. Conquest was awarded the U.S. Presidential 
Medal of Freedom (2005) and the Ukrainian Order of Yaroslav Mudryi (2005), 
among many, many other honors.

Robert Conquest is no longer among us, but his scholarship – and his truth telling 
– endure. We are forever in his debt. 

The Ukrainian Weekly

Last year, on August 13-14, 2014, Russian President Vladimir 
Putin visited Crimea – the second time since Russia annexed the 
Ukrainian peninsula in March 2014.

Noted Ukrainian political scientist Vladimir Horbach observed 
that Mr. Putin had sought to treat his annexation of Crimea as 
something of almost historical interest beyond any challenge. 
Thus, Mr. Putin went to the region and spoke with his officials 

about stressing what he wanted to show as the normalcy of it all.
Mr. Horbach said, “The last actions of the Russian authorities concerning the humanitari-

an mission to the Donbas or the lifting of annexationist timetables about ‘federalization’ 

August
13
2014

Turning the pages back...

by Paul Goble

The second World Congress of the 
Crimean Tatar People, which ended August 
2 in Ankara, shows why the Crimean Tatars 
as the most consistent opponents of the 
Russian Anschluss are a real asset for 
Ukraine and why their movement, which 
the Kremlin has tried so hard to disrupt, 
represents a large and growing problem for 
Moscow.

Both practically and ideologically, 
Andrey Strelets said on Novy Region-2 on 
August 3, this latest meeting shows that the 
Crimean Tatars are going to be more active 
in pushing their agenda than they have 
been and that they have good reason to 
expect that their arguments will resonate 
internationally (nr2.ru/News/politics_and_
society/Krymskie-tatary-nanesli-udar-
Kremlyu-102926.html).

The commentator notes that the second 
congress completed the organizational work 
of the first. That meeting, which took place in 
2009, also elected Refat Chubarov its head 
but was never able to ratify its charter. Now, 
that has happened, and the meeting has cre-
ated an international public organization – 
the World Congress of Crimean Tatars.

That body will have the task of promoting 
at the international level the rights, powers, 
and aspirations of the national Qurultay and 
national Mejlis, both of which have faced dif-
ficulties in working under a Russian occupa-
tion of the Crimean Tatar homeland but who 
are the unique articulators of the position of 
the Crimean Tatar people.

Equally or perhaps even more important 
than these practical steps, the congress 
adopted a declaration in which it was clear-
ly stated that “the right to self-determina-
tion belongs to the indigenous Crimean 
Tatar people.” Crimea must be freed as 
soon as possible from the Russian occupa-
tion, it must be returned to Ukraine, and 
the Crimean Tatars have the right to decide 
their own fate, the congress declared.

The congress also called on the interna-
tional community to recognize that “the 
actions of Russia in Crimea are a genocide, 
beginning from the moment of the inclu-
sion of the peninsula in the Russian Empire 
in 1783 up to the present day.” Over that 

Why Crimean Tatars are such an asset
for Ukraine and a problem for Moscow

A remembrance, an appreciation

 WINDOW ON EURASIA

Below is the statement delivered by Andrij 
Dobriansky, representative of the Ukrainian 
Congress Committee of America, at the sec-
ond World Congress of Crimean Tatars held 
in Ankara, Turkey.

On August 1-2, 2015, the second World 
Congress of Crimean Tatars gathered in 
Ankara, Turkey. Sadly, instead of marking a 
joyous celebration, this historic occasion 
was overshadowed by the current Russian 
occupation of the indigenous Tatar home-
land – Crimea.

Shortly after masked gunmen stormed 
the Supreme Council of Crimea in a pre-
dawn raid, the world awoke to the reality 
that the world’s largest country, Russia, 
which possesses the largest known num-
ber of nuclear warheads, had yet again mil-
itarily invaded a sovereign territory. Russia 
not only blatantly violated the U.N. Charter 
with its actions in February of 2014, but 
also the Helsinki Final Act, the 1994 
Budapest Memorandum, and at least two 
bilateral agreements between Russia and 
Ukraine, not least of which was the so-
called “Friendship Treaty.”

Immediately after the invasion began, the 
Ukrainian Congress Committee of America, 
the nation’s largest representation of 
Americans of Ukrainian descent, began its 
campaign of advocacy for the liberation of 
Crimea. In short order, the UCCA condemned 
the invasion, called upon its resources to 
entreat similar condemnations from elected 
officials in Congress and the United States, 
proposed numerous military and non-mili-
tary responses that the United States could 
initiate, and advocated for an immediate 
high-level U.S. delegation to visit Ukraine. 

Over the past year, the UCCA has contin-
ued to underscore the plight of the indige-
nous Crimean Tatar people and occupied 
Crimea in our repeated condemnations of 
Russia’s crimes, as well as in our advocacy 
work in Washington, D.C., where we mobi-
lized to support initiatives such as the 
Crimean Annexation Non-Recognition Act. 
We welcome the incredible level of cooper-
ation on display in our U.S. communities, 
with ethnic Ukrainians and Crimean Tatars 
working together, alongside a coalition of 
Central and East European diaspora orga-
nizations representing over 20 million 
Americans, demanding Russia’s complete 
and permanent withdrawal from the 
Crimean peninsula. 

On the auspicious occasion of the second 
World Congress of Crimean Tatars, the 
Ukrainian Congress Committee of America 
once again calls on our president and our 
l e a d e r s  i n  t h e  U. S .  H o u s e  [ o f 
Representatives] and Senate to put aside 
political differences and stand together 
with all the people of Ukraine, to further 
military cooperation with Ukraine and 
enact sectoral sanctions against Russia. 

To our Crimean Tatar brethren who 
gathered in Ankara, we wish you great suc-
cess in achieving your congress’s resolu-
tions, firm in our belief that through our 
combined efforts we will see the congress 
return to the Crimean Tatars’ indigenous 
homeland in the future.

We take this opportunity to affirm our 
friendship and cooperation with the World 
Congress of Crimean Tatars. Know that we 
stand united against our common foe for 
the benefit of all freedom-loving people of 
Ukraine. Slava Ukrayini! Slava Krymu!

FOR THE RECORD: UCCA statement 
at Congress of Crimean Tatars in Turkey

(Continued on page 13)

Paul Goble is a long-time specialist on 
ethnic and religious questions in Eurasia 
who has served in various capacities in the 
U.S. State Department, the Central 
Intelligence Agency and the International 
Broadcasting Bureau, as well as at the Voice 
of America and Radio Free Europe/Radio 
Liberty and the Carnegie Endowment for 
International Peace. Mr. Goble writes a blog 
called “Window on Eurasia” (http://windo-
woneurasia2.blogspot.com/). The article 
above is reprinted with permission.

(Continued on page 12)
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On July 7 the Ukrainian film “Haytarma” 
(“The Return,” 2012) was screened at the 
National  Democratic  Institute in 
Washington. The showing was co-spon-
sored by the Embassy of Ukraine. Produced 
by the Crimean Tatar television station 
ATR, which has now been forced to leave 
Crimea and broadcasts from Kyiv, 
“Haytarma” was first shown in 2013. In the 
months before the February-March 2014 
Russian invasion, the film became popular 
in Ukraine and abroad, even winning an 
award in Russia. Now it is banned there. 
The July screening was the first in 
Washington. The film, which is in Tatar and 
Russian, has English subtitles, and can be 
ordered from the Embassy for non-com-
mercial purposes. 

“Hatyarma” tells the story of Amet-khan 
Sultan (1920-1971), an aviator and test 
pilot from Crimea who was twice decorat-
ed a Hero of the Soviet Union. His mother 
was Crimean Tatar, his father an ethnic Lak 
from Dagestan. On a brief leave from the 
Soviet air force, Amet-khan returns to his 
native town of Alupka just before the 
deportation (Sürgün) of the Tatars. There is 
some aerobatic exhibitionism and breath-
taking landscapes that, in view of Ukraine’s 
loss of Crimea, are especially poignant. 
There are some cheesy scenes, too, and a 
bit of dramatic exaggeration. But the most 
important scenes – those depicting the 
deportation – are almost certainly not 
exaggerated. We know enough about the 
Soviet deportations from eastern Poland in 
1940 and the post-war deportations from 
various parts of the USSR to be confident 
that these are authentic.

The story of the Crimean Tatars is well-
known. In November 1941, the Germans 
entered Crimea. Like most occupants, they 
seized property and burned villages. But 
this was not the worst of occupations; for 
one thing, the Germans tolerated Islam. 
Some Tatars volunteered for a German 
unit. But between 30,000 (according to the 
film) and 80,000 (according to other sourc-
es) fought in the Soviet armed forces. To 
hold the entire people collectively respon-
sible for the collaboration of a few was 
patently unfair. 

But that is what Joseph Stalin did. On 
May 18-20, 1944, some 194,000 Crimean 
Tatars, by the official count (some sources 
say 240,000), were deported, with barely 
enough notice to gather their essential 
belongings. Herded into cattle cars, they 
were shipped mostly to Uzbekistan. 
Suffering from hunger, thirst, inhumane 
conditions and the Central Asian heat, 
about half of them perished.

In 1967, the charge of collaboration was 
withdrawn. In the late 1960s, Gen. Petro 
Grigorenko campaigned for the Tatars’ right 
to return to their homeland. From the mid-
1980s, many were able to do so. But they 
could not recover their homes and farms, 
many of which had been taken over by 
Russians, including retired officers of the 
armed forces and the NKVD. In 1989, two 
years before the break-up of the Soviet 
Union, the USSR Supreme Soviet condemned 
the deportation as lawless and inhumane. 

One could hope that the crimes of the 
past would not be repeated. But last year’s 
Russian invasion of Crimea casts doubt on 
such hopes. In fact, the Putin regime had 
long harbored designs on the peninsula. On 
August 11, 2009, President Dmitry 
Medvedev publicly attacked the Yushchenko 

government’s unwillingness to extend 
Russia’s lease on the naval base at 
Sevastopol after it expired in 2017. Ukraine 
was also accused of selling arms to Georgia, 
which Russia had invaded a year earlier, and 
of interfering with operations of Russia’s 
Black Sea Fleet. At that point Aleksandr 
Dugin, head of the International Eurasian 
Movement, speculated that Mr. Medvedev’s 
statements heralded a Russian-American 
war, to be fought in the Crimea and eastern 
Ukraine. (See “Cross-Currents,” September 
13, 2009). 

Mr. Dugin’s words have proved prophetic. 
As usual, the Russian war against Ukraine 
(and, in effect, against America and Europe) 
has been accompanied by false historical 
claims. For example, the notion that “Crimea 
was always Russian” – which we sometimes 
see repeated in the American press – is easi-
ly dispelled. In ancient and medieval times a 
host of peoples, including the Greeks and 
the Genoese, established colonies on the 
peninsula. The Crimean Tatar Khanate ruled 
it from 1449 to 1783 – 334 years, almost 
twice as long as Russia, which held it for 171 
years, from 1783 to 1954. Equally specious 
is the claim that the “referendum” held in 
the wake of Russian annexation and under 
Russian guns on May 16, 2014, retroactively 
justified the forcible annexation of the pre-
vious March 18.

Since the invasion, Muslims, as well as 
some Christian churches, have been 
harassed. Harsh Russian laws and policies 
have been imposed. Paramilitary groups 
have threatened Tatars. Kidnappings and 
killings have been reported. Over 10,000 
Tatars have found it necessary to emigrate. 
Tatar leader Mustafa Abdülcemil Qırımoğlu 
(also known as Mustafa Dzhemilev), and a 
number of other prominent Tatar activists, 
have been banned from their homeland for 
five years. The deputy head of the Mejlis 
(the executive organ of the Qurultay, or 
parliament), Ahtem Çiygöz, was arrested 
last January 29 and remains in prison with-
out having been charged, in violation of 
international norms. 

Melinda Haring of the Atlantic Council 
reported on July 8 that, according to a 
Turkish report based on some 100 inter-
views conducted in the Crimea last April, 
the Crimean Tatar language, schools and 
religious institutions have been subjected 
to intense pressure by the Russian authori-
ties. The textbooks used under Ukrainian 
rule have been banned, as has the annual 
ceremony marking the 1944 deportation. 
(http://www.atlanticcouncil.org/blogs/
new-atlanticist/repression-of-crimean-
tatars-intensifies-under-russia-says-new-
turkish-report)

Will the crimes of history be repeated? 
At a Kennan Institute talk by political ana-
lyst Dmitry Polikanov given last June 2 – 
the topic was “What Does Russia Really 
Want?” – a representative of the Crimean 
Tatars gave an impassioned account of the 
tragedy of her people. In response, the 
speaker expressed regret for the sufferings 
of the Tatars. Á propos, he noted that 
according to a recent report, the GDP of 
Chechnya had risen. Chechnya, he cheerful-
ly suggested, could serve as a good model 
for Crimea as a part of Russia.

Commentary, as they say, would be 
superfluous.

Haytarma

Andrew Sorokowski can be reached at 
andrewsorokowski@gmail.com.

by Askold S. Lozynskyj

On July 14, a Russian court in the Oryol 
region sentenced 42-year-old Alexander 
Byvshev, a Russian provincial town school-
teacher of German and sometime poet, to 
300 hours of community service and 
banned him from teaching for two years. 
The sentence came on a single charge of 
writing and publishing on the Internet a 
poem titled and addressed to Ukrainian 
patriots that criticized the Russian invasion 
of Crimea and the Donbas. This was report-
ed by Radio Liberty, the BBC Russian 
Service and The Moscow Times, among 
others, albeit quite sparsely in total. 

Some have criticized the fact that the judge 
who handed down the sentence and many of 
the witnesses from the defendant’s own vil-
lage who testified against him had not even 
read the poem. Some have cited the poem 
itself as lacking anything defamatory. The 
teacher-poet himself is one-half Ukrainian 
on his mother’s side, if that’s relevant. 

While the circumstances of the trial, the 
subject poem itself and the defendant’s eth-
nicity may be interesting, they are hardly 
relevant. What is astounding is that in 
Russia a human being was criminally 
charged, convicted and sentenced for writ-
ing a poem. 

I have written to the editor of The 
Moscow Times to inquire why the publica-
tion, portraying itself as allegedly indepen-
dent, did not comment on such an egre-
gious occurrence in jurisprudence. I do not 
expect a response. 

Previously I had written several times to 
this publication on issues dealing with 
Russia’s invasion of Ukraine and its annexa-
tion of Crimea. My op-ed pieces on this sub-

ject, in particular on the historically limited 
and hostile connection between Russia and 
Crimea, had never been published. My piece 
had directly contradicted Russia’s propa-
ganda assertion that Crimea was historically 
a part of the Motherland. I had asked the 
editor directly for his consideration of my 
submissions. He was courteous enough to 
respond to my inquiry as to why he was 
turning down my submission, explaining 
that I was essentially stating the obvious, 
even though the “obvious” had never 
appeared on the pages of his publication. 

Interestingly enough, The Moscow 
Times in its “About Us” link answers several 
contrived questions about itself. Among 
them there is one question about its inde-
pendence. The answer is terse and 
unequivocal that the Kremlin does not con-
trol the publication’s content. Perhaps 
equally interesting in its reader section is a 
statement addressed to the reader that 
reads “Due to the increasing number of 
users engaging in personal attacks, spam, 
trolling and abusive comments... we have 
found ourselves forced to suspend the com-
menting function on our articles.”

Whatever independent press existed in 
Russia in the past has been long silenced.

A little more than one year ago, in June 
2014, Russia kidnapped a Ukrainian pilot-
paratrooper, Nadiya Savchenko, on 
Ukrainian territory. The Russians took her 
to Russia and charged her with involve-
ment in killing two Russian journalists on 
Ukrainian territory, but only after the pilot 
had been kidnapped, interrogated without 
counsel, transferred to a psychiatric asy-
lum, then returned her to prison. Russian 
authorities refused to recognize her as a 
prisoner of war, depriving her of Geneva 
Convention rights. Ms. Savchenko has 
staged several hunger strikes and has 

What a country!
 OPINION

GUIDELINES FOR LETTERS 
TO THE EDITOR

The Ukrainian Weekly welcomes 
letters to the editor and commentar-
ies on a variety of topics of concern to 
the Ukrainian American and Ukrainian 
Canadian communities.  Opinions 
expressed by columnists, commenta-
tors and letter-writers are their own and 
do not necessarily reflect the opinions 
of either The Weekly editorial staff or 
its publisher, the Ukrainian National 
Association.

Letters should be typed (double-
spaced) and signed (anonymous letters 
are not published). Letters are accepted 
also via e-mail at staff@ukrweekly.com. 
The daytime phone number and com-
plete mailing address of the letter-writer 
must be given for verification purposes. 
(A daytime phone number is essential in 
order for editors to contact letter-writers 
regarding clarifications or questions.)

Please note: The length of letters can-
not exceed 500 words. Letters may be 
edited or abridged. 

Dear Editor:
R.L. Chomiak’s letter (July 12) regarding 

Andrij Dobriansky’s column (june 14) and 
the UCCA contains a couple of miscues. 

One is Mr. Chomiak’s claim that the 1981 
article he cites in Svoboda was written by a 
Borys “Andriyevsky,” whereas the author 
went by the transliteration Andriewsky. 

Getting a name right is problematic 
when different scripts are involved, but it’s 
necessary for accuracy in attribution – 
especially when chiding others for not 
doing their “homework.” 

The second is that Dr. Andriewsky did 
not need “convincing” to delay the publica-
tion of his article (“Na Perelomi,” or “On the 
Cusp of a Crisis”). He decided on Svoboda 
in 1955-1956 as the Ukrainian newspaper 
of record and, because of his regard for its 
editor-in-chief, Anthony Dragan, leaving 
the actual publication date to the latter’s 
discretion. 

My translation of the title is based on my 
sitting in on a conversation Dr. Andriewsky 
had with my father, Dr. Thomas Worobec, 
during which he read his manuscript. They 
were old friends, professional colleagues 
and activists in the Ukrainian milieu in 
Ukraine, Germany and the United States. It 
was a painfully frank discussion, and much 

of it applies to what is going on today. They 
both hoped that time would heal all wounds. 

Dr. Andriewsky died in 1962 and, as Mr. 
Chomiak accurately notes, his article was 
serialized in Svoboda in 1981, preceeded 
by an insightful article by Editor-in-Chief 
Dragan.

Roman B. Worobec
Alexandria, Va.

About the letter
by R.L. Chomiak

 LETTER TO THE EDITOR

Askold S. Lozynskyj is an attorney based 
in New York City. He is a former president of 
the Ukrainian World Congress. (Continued on page 12)
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Detroit area community mobilizes for Ukraine Survival Campaign

by Ulana Kushner

DETROIT – The first of Detroit’s three 
40-foot shipping containers for the Ukraine 
Survival Campaign was blessed and sent to 
Ukraine on July 13. It was filled with gently 
used clothing, shoes, household goods, per-
sonal hygiene items and toys. It will be fol-
lowed by a second container with clothing 
and household items, and a third with 
home health-care items, wheelchairs, walk-
ers, canes and medical supplies. 

T he  U k ra i n i a n -A m erica n  Civ ic 
Committee of Metropolitan Detroit coordi-
nated a community-wide effort to collect, 
sort and pack over 1,500 boxes of humani-
tarian aid for the more than 1.4 million 
people internally displaced in Ukraine due 
to Russian aggression. 

The expectation was to fill one container, 
but due to the generosity of the Ukrainian 
and American communities and the resi-
dents of the city of Warren, we will be send-
ing three. Donations came from Ann Arbor, 
Lansing, Jackson, Grand Rapids and Windsor, 
where community members engaged their 
churches, co-workers, family and neighbors 
to help “Save Ukraine Now” deliver aid to the 
internally displaced persons (IDPs). One 
family with 11 children in Traverse City col-
lected donations, brought 250 boxes of 
clothing for the first container and promised 
another 250 for the second container. 

Warren Mayor James Fouts, a great sup-
porter of the Ukrainian community, encour-
aged the entire city to join the effort. He 
inserted information about Ukraine’s 
humanitarian crisis into the city’s water 
bills and asked people to bring donations to 
his office. The box by his office door over-
flowed on a daily basis. It was great that St. 
Josaphat Church provided its 12-passenger 
van to pick up donations from City Hall, 
from all of the Ukrainian churches in the 

metropolitan area and the Ukrainian 
Cultural Center. 

The Ukraine Survival Campaign contain-
er drive was co-chaired by Vera Petrusha 
and Roman Zubar. Logistics were handled 
by Ben Schulyk, Valia Petrusha and Roman 
Stefaniuk, as well as Thomas Sidener, our 
most recent “honorary Ukrainian.” We were 
fortunate that Vera and Valia Petrusha had 
previous experience in sending a container 
for UCARE.

For two months, an army of volunteers 
sorted and packed donations into boxes. 
The Immaculate Conception School cafete-
ria became a processing center, where from 
3 p.m. to 9 p.m. on Tuesdays, Wednesdays 
and Thursdays people started with a 
mountain of donation bags. Donations 
were divided into categories: women’s, 
men’s, boy’s, and girl’s clothing, shoes, 
household items, etc. It was not uncommon 
to have 15 to 25 people working at a time. 

The volunteers came from all area 
Ukrainian churches: Catholic, Orthodox and 
Pentecostal. They came from many different 
organizations, and from all waves of immi-
gration – those whose grandparents came 
to the United States in the 1900s, those who 
were displaced persons and came after 
World War II, and the “new wave” that 
immigrated after Ukraine became indepen-
dent. Some volunteers had not been 
involved in the community for years. They 
ranged in age from 12 to 93. People often 
dropped off donations and stayed to help 
pack, or came back to help another day. 

Some volunteers were Americans who 
read about the campaign in their water bill 
and came to help. Some engaged their own 
churches of various denominations to col-
lect donations for Ukraine. Lois Kurta, a 
neighbor, organized a collection drive at 
Northbrook Presbyterian Church in Beverly 
Hills.

 Remarkably, in four hours, 10 men load-
ed the first shipping container with 514 
boxes, which leaves almost 1,000 boxes 
ready to send in the future containers. 
Approximately 70 volunteers and cam-
paign supporters participated in the bless-
ing and send-off ceremony. 

Other communities join the effort

Since the Ukrainian-American Civic 
Committee of Metropolitan Detroit 
launched the Save Ukraine Now, Ukraine 
Survival Campaign at the end of April, other 
communities have become inspired to 
organize their own campaigns; among 
them are: Highpoint Community Church, 
Port St Lucie, Fla.; Eastern Assembly of God, 
Baltimore; Church in the Son, Orlando, Fla.; 
Trinity Assembly of God, Deltona, Fla.; 
Living Water Community Church, 
Bolingbrook, Ill.; Living Waters Community 
Church, Meadville, Pa.; Spencerport 
Assembly of God, Spencerport, N.Y.; 
Cheshire Community Church, Cheshire, 
Conn.; First Assembly of God, Waterbury, 
Conn.; God’s Battalion of Prayer, Brooklyn; 
and Van Nest Assembly of God, Bronx.

A total of 17 40-foot containers – three 
of them from our community – are current-
ly in the process of being filled and shipped 
to Ukraine. 

Earlier this year, in February, Save 
Ukraine Now approached the Ukrainian-
American Civic Committee of Metropolitan 
Detroit to help launch a nationwide cam-
paign in the United States to raise aware-
ness about the situation in Ukraine and the 
desperate need to help mitigate the grow-
ing humanitarian crisis.

Save Ukraine Now founded in 2014

Save Ukraine Now, a non-profit organi-
zation was founded in September 2014 by 
Dr. Gary Kellner, who worked in Ukraine as 

a consultant and developed the first gradu-
ate-level program in leadership in the for-
mer Soviet Union during the late 1990s in 
Kyiv. As the war in eastern Ukraine escalat-
ed, he saw the resources of the Ukrainian 
government and those of the NGOs already 
working in Ukraine stretched beyond their 
capacity. Even assistance from the United 
Nations did not come close to helping all of 
those in need. The numbers of internally 
displaced persons was rising exponentially, 
and winter was a few short months away. 

Dr. Kellner wondered why there wasn’t 
the outpouring of help from Americans 
who are generous to respond to crisis situ-
ations, like those in Haiti, or in the after-
math of Hurricane Katrina.

Traveling back and forth between Ukraine 
and the U.S., he noticed that American media 
were not reporting the situation in Ukraine 
as a humanitarian crisis – but only as a war. 
Every report, even those covering apart-
ments being bombed and families being left 
homeless, had soldiers and tanks in the pic-
ture. Americans, he reasoned, were tired of 
war, and they saw the situation in Ukraine as 
a war, not as a humanitarian crisis. This 
needed to be changed. Ukraine needed 
humanitarian aid now.

The  U k ra in ia n -A m erica n  Civ ic 
Committee of Metropolitan Detroit decided 
to partner with Save Ukraine Now (SUN) 
for two reasons: first, because it was clear 
to us that we do not have the “celebrity 
power” to bring national attention to the 
humanitarian crisis in Ukraine alone. The 
chairman of the board of Save Ukraine 
Now, Gen. Wesley Clark (ret.) could. Second, 
we realized that raising funds for the 
humanitarian crisis within the diaspora 
was limited in comparison to taking the 
need outside the community and making 

 NEWS AND VIEWS

The launch committee for the Save Ukraine Now – Ukraine Survival Campaign.
Addressing the audience is Gen. Wesley Clark (at the podium). On the right is Dr. 

Gary Kellner, founder and president of Save Ukraine Now.

Volunteers sort and pack donations.
Volunteers at the blessing on July 13 of the first container of aid being sent by the 

Ukraine Survival Campaign.

(Continued on page 11)
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ADU continues support for teachers of English in Ukraine

Kirovohrad wins Little League tournament in Ukraine

by Anya Savchenko 
and Lydia Tarnavsky

In 1993 Americans for Democracy in 
Ukraine Inc. (ADU), in cooperation with the 
Modern Language Department at Siena 
College in Loudonville, N.Y., initiated and 
funded the Siena College Training Institute 
for Teachers of English in Ukraine. 

Phase 1 of the program consisted of 
workshops conducted in eight oblasts of 
Ukraine. These workshops introduced the 
Ukrainian teachers to Western language 
methodology and curriculum development. 

Phase 2 of the program helped the Siena-
trained teachers organize into a teachers’ 
association registered in the oblast and cre-
ate teacher resource centers in their oblasts. 
These centers provide instructional technol-
ogy and teaching resources for teachers and 
students. They also provide opportunities 
for professional collaboration among cen-
ters. There are eight such centers in 
U k r a i n e ,  l o c a t e d  i n  B u c h a c h , 
Dnipropetrovsk, Kirovohrad, Kovel, 
Myrhorod, Odesa, Okhtyrka and Uzhhorod. 
ADU provides operational and maintenance 

funding to each center. 
In 2012, the Teacher Associations in 

Ukraine initiated Phase 3 of the program: 
annual conferences for association presi-
dents and teachers. The purpose of these 
conferences is to enhance the centers’ col-
laboration, provide teachers the opportuni-
ty to share professional experience, intro-
duce new teaching initiatives, and plan col-
laborative and educational activities for the 
upcoming academic year.

The first three-day conference took 
place in Odesa. A unique component of the 
conference was a two-day training work-
shop for teachers in Ukraine lead by teach-
ers in Berkley, Mich., in the use of Moodle, 
an educational software that helps teachers 
create and deliver effective online learning 
environments for their students. The train-
ing was conducted via Skype. 

The second year’s conference took place 
in Uzhhorod. This conference provided 
training for teachers to participate in the 
international project “Global Dialogue of 
Youth of the World.” This project connects 
students in Ukraine with students in other 
countries through videoconferences using 

Skype technology. Some of the discussion 
topics were human trafficking, moral values 
that shape your society, women as leaders in 
your society and the art of self-expression. 
International discussion partners were stu-
dents from Australia, India, Indonesia, 
Ireland, Italy, Israel, Pakistan, the 
Philippines, the United Arab Emirates, the 
United Kingdom, the United States, and oth-
ers. Since the conference, all eight centers in 
Ukraine have been implementing these 
global conferences three to four times a year. 

On June 27-29, the third teacher associa-
tion conference, attended by 33 partici-
pants, took place in Buchach. The highlight 
of the conference was the introduction to 
WebQuest, a classroom-based lesson in 
which students explore and evaluate infor-
mation from the World Wide Web. 
Webquest emphasizes higher-order think-
ing, such as analysis, creativity or criticism 
of the available information, rather than the 
simple gathering or cataloging of informa-
tion. In the first part of the workshop the 
teachers learned how to design a 
WebQuestion, while in the second part 
teachers participated in a WebQuest activi-

ty acting in the roles of students. 
Such conferences allow the teachers’ 

associations to strengthen their ties and 
accelerate their professional development. 
According to Antonina Zaytseva of 
Myrhorod, a conference participant, “By 
sharing experience and ideas at the confer-
ence, we realized how valuable the reunion 
was for us and our students.” 

The next conference will be hosted by 
the Dnipropetrovsk association in June of 
2016. 

The teachers associations and ADU 
thank donors who have supported English 
language education in Ukraine. ADU is not 
accepting donations, but will continue its 
support of the programs. For further infor-
mation, readers may contact ADU at adu@
nycap.rr.com.

Anya Savchenko is the president of the 
Odesa Teachers’ Association and a partici-
pant in the third annual teachers’ conference 
held in Buchach, Ukraine. Lydia Tarnavsky, 
Ph.D., a professor at Siena College, is the pro-
gram director of the Ukraine program at 
Siena College.

by Basil Tarasko

KIROVOHRAD, Ukraine – The fighting in 
the eastern parts of Ukraine has left lives 
disrupted, thousands dead and an uncer-
tain future. Two orphanages, one in 
Lutehene and one in Donetsk, lost their 
Little League programs.

Thus, the annual Ukraine Little League 
Championships in Nove Selo, outside of 
Kirovohrad, remained uncertain. This writ-
er, a Ukrainian American from Bayside, N.Y., 
has been aiding teams from Ukraine to 
compete, and with the ongoing war in 
Ukraine, it was unclear if parents would 
allow their children to travel far from home 
for the competition.

Not knowing how many teams would 
show up, it remained difficult to estimate 
food, housing and transportation needs. This 
was the first time these concerns became an 
issue in the 15 consecutive years since I have 
been involved with the championships.

Despite these challenges, seven all-star 
teams arrived on May 25, including 
Illichivsk, Chernivtsi, Rivne, Ivano Puste and 
Kirovohrad, as well as newcomers Diamond 

LL (Kyiv) and the Kyiv Baseball School LL. 
The 80 players (including two girls) were 
divided into two groups. Group A included 
Kirovohrad, Diamond, Rivne and Chernivtsi; 
Group B included Ivano Puste, Kyiv LL and 
Illchivsk. 

After nine matches played, the top two 
teams of each group were to play in the 
final on May 28. However, the final was 
never played – for the first time ever – due 
to rain. Finalist teams included Kirovohrad 
LL and Ivano Puste LL, with Kirovohrad 
winning the title according to LL rules. 
Kirovohrad LL advanced to the Europe-
Africa LL Regional tournament in Kutno, 
Poland, on July 16-23. (See results at the 
end of this article.)

Closing ceremonies were held indoors. 
Trophies for first, second and third place 
were distributed, and medals were present-
ed to the winners. Following a lunch for the 
participants, the players departed for home.

Breakfasts and lunches were served at 
the local Youth Center in Nove Selo. Meals 
were organized by Victor Savistsky, presi-
dent of the Nove Selo LL, and prepared by 
the local women. The cost of food and 

transportation for players and coaches was 
donated by the Self Reliance (New York) 
Federal Credit Union, which has helped 
make these children’s dream a reality.

A pitching contest was held in conjunc-
tion with the tournament. Each child had 
four chances to pitch at a target strike zone. 
Kirovohrad LL had the highest score. 
During the lottery drawing, local vocal and 
dance ensembles entertained the players 
and coaches. 

Children also took part in a lottery for 
souvenirs donated by the Eastern Region LL 
Center in Bristol, Conn., led by Emily Rivers.

In spite of the difficulties facing Ukraine, 
three new LL teams joined the Ukraine LL 
program in 2015. The Diamond LL from 
Kyiv, the Kyiv Baseball School LL and the 
Mykolayiv LL – in addition to the 15 char-
tered LL teams in Ukraine for 2015. Roman 
Leskiw, a retired U.S. Marine, has coordinat-
ed supplying these teams with equipment, 
with coordinated efforts by the United 
Ukrainian American Relief Committee. 
Another organization that assists Ukraine’s 
LL program is the California Association to 
Aid Ukraine (CAAU).

On September 19-23 the eighth Ukraine 
LL Championship for Orphanages and 
Newly Developing Programs will be held in 
Kremenets, Ternopil Oblast. Teams include 
the Kyiv LL, Ivano Puste LL, Mizoch 
Internat (Rivne Oblast) and the host, 
Kremenets. The tournament  - for kids age 
10-12 – will be held at the internat 
(orphanage) in Kremenets with the CAAU 
as the lead sponsor.

Readers who would like to help can con-
tact Basil Tarasko, district administrator of 
the Little Leagues in Ukraine, by e-mailing 
at bt4ukraine@aol.com or by writing to him 
at 36-46 212th Street, Bayside, NY 11361. 
Readers can also telephone 718-415-7821, 
or visit www.ukrainebaseball.org.

*  *  *
At the Little League Europe-Africa 

Regional tournament in Kutno, Poland, on 
July 16-23, Kirovohrad Center LL lost to 
Germany 3-4 in its opener, lost 2-7 against 
the United Kingdom on day two, and were 
eliminated from the tournament. Uganda 
advanced to the 2015 Little League 
Baseball World Series in Williamsport, Pa. , 
that is to be played on August 20-30.

 NEWS AND VIEWS

Ukraine Little League 2015 champions Kirovohrad LL celebrates its win.A low pitch passes over home plate, as the batter holds his swing.
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NEW RELEASE: “Tell Them We Are Starving: The 1933 Soviet Diaries of Gareth Jones”
KINGSTON, Ontario – Prof. Lubomyr 

Luciuk, editor of The Holodomor 
Occasional Papers Series, on May 9 
announced publication of “Tell Them We 
Are Starving: The 1933 Soviet Diaries of 
Gareth Jones,” (No. 2 in the series). 

The new book provides facsimiles of the 
three pocket notebooks as well as a tran-
scription of the contents that Welsh jour-
nalist Gareth Jones collected during a three-
week stay in the USSR during March 1933, 
when famine was devastating areas of the 
USSR, particularly Ukraine, the Kuban 
region of the North Caucasus and the 
Lower Volga. 

According to Dr. Ray Gamache, a media 
historian and the book’s transcriber, the 
diaries constitute one of the most impor-
tant independent, verifiable records of a 
horrific event, now known as the 
Holodomor, recorded even as it was unfold-
ing in Ukraine. As a result of that journey, 
Jones is now recognized as the journalist 
most responsible for exposing the Great 
Famine that caused the deaths of more 
than 4.5 million Ukrainians.

In his introduction to the book, Dr. 
Gamache notes that transcribing the note-
books was anything but easy, thanks to 
Jones’ tendency to quote source material 
from Ukraine by using the Russian alphabet 
or vice versa. A graduate of Trinity College, 
Cambridge, Jones was fluent in Welsh, 
German, French and Russian. That fluency is 
reflected in the diaries, which contain pas-

sages in those languages and which Jones 
used to publish more than 20 newspaper 
articles upon his return to Great Britain. 

For Dr. Gamache, the most compelling 
sections are those chronicling Jones’ unes-
corted 40-mile walking tour through villag-
es, and collective and state farms, after 
Jones got off the train headed for Kharkiv. 

In these Ukrainian villages, Jones found 
children with swollen bellies, families with-
out food and unemployed workers without 
bread cards, doomed to a slow, painful 
death by starvation.

 “By the time Western journalists were 
allowed back into Ukraine in the autumn of 
1933, the worst of the famine was over and 

a new crop was being harvested,” Dr. 
Gamache writes. “The fate of the millions of 
Ukrainians starved to death became a con-
tested, politicized issue, and remained as 
such for decades.”

After Jones’ death in Manchuria in 1935, 
the diaries remained lost for more than 50 
years until Jones’ great-nephew, Nigel L. 
Colley, discovered them. In 2003 his moth-
er, Dr. Margaret Siriol Colley, delivered a 
speech on Jones’ reporting as part of the 
Ukrainian diaspora’s 70th anniversary 
commemorations of the Holodomor. The 
diaries were first exhibited in November 
2009 by Dr. Rory Finnin at The Wren 
Library, Trinity College, Jones’ alma mater. 
Stories about this exhibition were pub-
lished in over 200 newspapers worldwide.

Prof.  Luciuk observed that The 
Holodomor: Occasional Papers Series is 
intended to disseminate important docu-
mentary evidence and new research on the 
Great Famine of 1932-1933. The first vol-
ume published was the 1953 speech by 
Raphael Lemkin, “Soviet Genocide in the 
Ukraine,” in which the “Father of the U.N. 
Genocide Convention” specifically identi-
fied the Ukrainian famine as a classic exam-
ple of genocide. 

Copies of “Tell Them We Are Starving: 
The 1933 Soviet Diaries of Gareth Jones” 
are available for $50, which includes post-
age and handling, from The Kashtan Press, 
849 Wartman Ave., Kingston, ON, Canada, 
K7M 2Y6.

an appeal to a larger audience of churches, organizations, 
foundations and philanthropists in Michigan and through-
out the United States. 

A community-wide committee headed by Vera 
Andrushkiw and Ulana Ohar-Kushner was assembled rep-
resenting all churches, organizations and groups. In two 
and a half months this committee set up the national 
launch of Save Ukraine Now’s Ukraine Survival Campaign. 
That launch was held on Tuesday, April 28. 

The program consisted of a prayer breakfast planned by 
Olga Liss-Liskiwsky and Jerry Grenda that was attended by 
more than 300 multi-denominational church and organiza-
tion leaders. This was an unprecedented event, as the lead-
ers of Ukraine’s many faiths stood on the same stage 
together and led prayers for Ukraine, for peace and free-
dom, and for relief and assistance for Ukraine’s wounded 
soldiers, the families of those who perished, and the more 
than 1.4 million IDPs. 

The attendees were greeted with the traditional 
Ukrainian bread and salt, and the 4th Degree Color Corps 
Knights of Columbus of Metro Detroit in full regalia hon-
ored the guests with a precision drill and sword entrance 
as they were led into the prayer breakfast at the Ukrainian 
Cultural Center. Tetyana Bedrus and Olya Yalovenko sang 
the American and Ukrainian national anthems.

Religious leaders from Ukraine included: Archbishop 
Epiphanius of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church; Sheik Ahmed 
Tamim, the Grand Mufti of Ukraine; Bishop Ian Sobilo of the 
Roman Catholic Church; Bishop Valeriy Reshetinsky, presi-
dent of the Association of Evangelical Churches in Ukraine; 
Sheik Khusameddin Al-Khalavani, Mufti of Kyiv; and Father 
Bohdan Tymoshenko, relief coordinator for the Ukrainian 
Orthodox Church. Patriarch Filaret of the Ukrainian 
Orthodox Church– Kyiv Patriarchate and Archbishop 
Szyrokoradiuk of the Roman Catholic Church participated 
by sending videotaped messages. Bishop Daniel represented 
the Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the U.S.A. 

Local clergy included Rabbi Jason Miller from the Jewish 
community; the Very Rev. Paul Bodnarchuck of St. Mary the 
Protectress Ukrainian Orthodox Cathedral; the Very Rev. 
Volodymyr Petriv, dean of Metro Detroit Ukrainian Catholic 
churches; the Rev. Mario Dacechen, pastor of St. Josaphat 
Ukrainian Catholic Church; and the Rev. Daniel Schaicoski, 
pastor of Immaculate Conception Ukrainian Catholic Church. 

The participants of the prayer breakfast were shown a 
video of the abysmal situation in which the people of east-

ern Ukraine find themselves. Gen. Clark (Ret.) and Dr. 
Kellner, president of Save Ukraine Now, spoke about the cri-
sis in Ukraine and the need for humanitarian relief. 
Participating churches and organizations signed up to take 
part in the Ukraine Survival Campaign and collect donations 
for the container drive. 

The second event was a luncheon and press conference 
at the Detroit Economic Club where Gen. Clark spoke about 
the situation in Ukraine and its impact on the U.S., and 
called for defensive weapons to be sent to Ukraine to deter 
Russian aggression. The Detroit Economic Club’s member-
ship includes CEOs of some of largest national corpora-
tions and enterprises, local and national politicians and 
Southeast Michigan’s philanthropic community. 

The Ukrainian-American Civic Committee hosted the 
Ukraine Survival Campaign benefit banquet, chaired by 
Natalie Maruszczak and Lidia Jurkiw-Gulawsky, on the eve-
ning of April 28 at the Ukrainian Cultural Center in Warren. 
The guests from Ukraine spoke about the relief efforts that 
have been undertaken by their congregations and the great 
need for humanitarian aid for Ukraine. Gen. Clark, the key-
note speaker, characterized Russian involvement in 
Ukraine as barely disguised military intervention cloaked 
with lies and propaganda. Dr. Kellner closed the evening 
with an appeal to the community to “Save Ukraine Now” 
with prayers, donations and financial support.

On Wednesday morning, April 29, a strategic briefing 
breakfast, hosted by Lidia Jurkiw-Gulawsky and Gene 
Jurkiw, gave participants an opportunity to ask the guests 
from Ukraine questions, to discuss the war and engage in a 
dialogue about solutions and specific ways to help Ukraine.

The CFOs of this massive two day undertaking were 
Vera Petrusha and Roman Stefaniuk. Promotion and public 
relations were facilitated by Olena Palyvoda, Elizabeth 
Symonenko, Marie Zarycky-Cherviovsky, Tamara 
Petraszczuk, Roma Dyhdalo, Larysa Blysniuk, Larissa Ghiso 
and Bohdan Korduba. Ira Melnyk, Valentyna Shayda, 
Ruslana Pronko and Zirka Kalynych planned the decor. 
Mykola Newmerzyckyj, choir director of St. Mary the 
Protectress Ukrainian Orthodox Cathedral, prepared a stir-
ring and memorable rendition of the national anthems, 
“Bozhe Velykyi” and “God Bless America” performed by 
choir members from our Ukrainian churches. 

All events were well attended. The Ukrainian-American 
Community in Detroit launched the nationwide Ukraine 
Survival Campaign and started a movement to engage our 
American friends, co-workers and neighbors to become 
aware of the Ukrainian crisis, and to help the refugees one 
container at a time. 

On June 28, Dancing Waters, Epic Events and a group of 

Christian young adults hosted a charity cruise on the 
Detroit River to benefit Save Ukraine Now. It was a great 
event. Everyone had a terrific time dancing to “old time” 
swing tunes on the upper deck of the Detroit Belle. 

And there are more events coming up.
On September 24 and 25, the U.S.-Ukraine Foundation and 

Save Ukraine Now will hold a forum on Capitol Hill titled 
“Catastrophe in Ukraine: Risking Failure in Political, 
Economic and Humanitarian Assistance.”

The International Institute of Metropolitan Detroit and 
Children Helping Children have announced an international 
music, dance and talent show to be held at the Detroit Opera 
House on October 23. This concert will benefit Save Ukraine 
Now and a Syrian and a Nigerian relief organization in sup-
port of infants whose families are displaced by war.

The Ukrainian American Civic Committee and Save 
Ukraine Now, are appealing to all Ukrainians to get 
informed, get involved and help Ukraine survive now.

For more information about Save Ukraine Now or about 
participating in the Ukrainian Survival Campaign readers 
may visit www.saveukrainenow.org or call 586-804-7312.

Ulana Ohar-Kushner is president of the Ukrainian-
American Civic Committee of Metropolitan Detroit.

(Continued from page 8)

Detroit area...

Are you a supporter

of our Publication 

Endowment Fund?
In May 2014, the Ukrainian National Association 

established the Publication Endowment Fund, thus 

taking a step toward ensuring the continuing good 

work and service to the community at large of its two 

most important fraternal benefits: The Ukrainian 

Weekly and Svoboda.
To contribute to the endowment and secure these 

newspapers’ future, donors should make checks pay-

able to the Ukrainian National Foundation, the UNA’s 

charitable arm, with the notation in the memo line: 

FBO (that’s short for “for the benefit of”) Publication 

Endowment Fund. Checks should be mailed to the 

UNA Home Office at 2200 Route 10, Parsippany, NJ 

07054.
Thank you for your anticipated support!

The book “Tell Them We Are Starving: The 1933 Diaries of Gareth Jones” was 
recently released as part of The Holodomor Occasional Papers Series.
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Affairs Minister Pavlo Klimkin said the 
annexation “is temporary – because it is 
illegal.” Mr. Klimkin, who attended the con-
gress in a show of solidarity with the 
Crimean Tatar community, said Ukraine 
would not have normal relations with 
Russia until Crimea was returned to 
Ukraine and the Tatars who call it home. 
(RFE/RL, with reporting by the Crimea 
desk of RFE/RL’s Ukrainian Service)

Maria Gaidar gets Ukrainian citizenship

KYIV – Russian politician Maria Gaidar, 
who was appointed as deputy governor of 
Ukraine’s Odesa Oblast in mid-July, has 
received Ukrainian citizenship. Ukraine’s 
presidential press service said on August 4 
that President Petro Poroshenko had 
signed a decree granting citizenship to Ms. 
Gaidar before presenting her with a 
Ukrainian passport. Mr. Poroshenko gave 
another passport to former Forbes Ukraine 
editor-in-chief Vladimir Fedorin, who also 
lives in Odesa. “Your example shows con-
clusively that it is impossible to stay silent, 
it is necessary to live at peace with your 
conscience,” the president told Ms. Gaidar. 
Ms. Gaidar said Ukrainian citizenship is a 
landmark choice for her: “I am here at a 
time that is difficult for the Ukrainian peo-
ple in order to share the destiny of the 
Ukrainian people.” She said she hoped 
“Ukraine will see that Russians are not just 
war, aggression and hatred.” The governor 
of the Odesa Oblast, former Georgian 
President Mikheil Saakashvili, announced 
on July 17 the appointment of Ms. Gaidar as 
a deputy supervising social issues in Odesa. 
Ms. Gaidar, 32, is the daughter of the late 
Yegor Gaidar, Russia’s reformist acting 
prime minister under President Boris 
Yeltsin in the 1990s. She is a vocal critic of 
Yeltsin’s successor, President Vladimir 
Putin. (RFE/RL, based on reporting by 
UNIAN and TASS)

Razom activists headed for Odesa

NEW YORK – Razom for Ukraine activ-
ists in the U.S. Lyuba Shipovich and Natalia 
Shyrba are joining the reform team of the 
Odesa Oblast, which is headed by Mikheil 
Saakashvili. An announcement of Ms. 
Shipovich’s appointment as the oblast’s 
technical director, a volunteer position on 
Mr. Saakashvili’s team, was made on 

Razom’s Facebook page on July 28. Two 
days later it was announced that Ms. 
Shyrba was joining the group of IT reform-
ers in the oblast. Ms. Shipovich, who is 
president of Razom, will leave New York for 
Odesa in mid-August. Ms. Shyrba is a mem-
ber of the board of directors of Razom. 
Odesa aims to become Ukraine’s Silicon 
Valley. (Razom for Ukraine)

U.S. envoys travel to Donetsk Oblast

KYIV – On July 30, U.S. Ambassador to 
Ukraine Geoffrey Pyatt and U.S. Ambassador 
to the OSCE Daniel Baer were joined by 
interagency colleagues on a visit to 
Kramatorsk and Slavyansk in eastern 
Ukraine. In both cities – which were liberat-
ed by Ukrainian forces after being occupied 
by Russian-separatist forces last summer – 
they met with the mayor and other senior 
local officials to discuss a range of issues, 
including humanitarian assistance, challeng-
es faced by internally displaced persons 
(IDPs) and upcoming local elections.  In a 
meeting with the deputy commander of 
Ukraine’s Anti-Terrorist Operation at the 
ATO headquarters in Kramatorsk, senior 
Ukrainian military leaders emphasized the 
importance of ensuring humanitarian assis-
tance is able to reach those in need in con-
flict-affected areas on both sides of the line 
of contact. ATO leaders also reaffirmed their 
appreciation for the work of the Special 
Monitoring Mission of the Organization for 
Security and Cooperation in Europe (OSCE) 
and their support for ensuring the safety of 
monitors as they do their work.  In a meet-
ing with the governor of Donetsk oblast, 
Pavlo Zhebrivsky, Ambassador Pyatt offered 
strong support for efforts to establish 
humanitarian “logistics centers” at accessi-
ble areas along the line of contact where 
Ukrainians living in separatist-controlled 
areas can cross to gain efficient access to 
banks, food, medicine, and social pay-
ments.  The ambassadors also met with sev-
eral groups of IDPs, as well as local residents 
whose homes had been destroyed in the 
fighting. The ambassadors heard first-hand 
from IDPs about the challenges they face, 
and their ongoing concern for family mem-
bers who remain in separatist-controlled 
areas.  (U.S. Embassy Kyiv)

Court approves decentralization bill 

KYIV – Ukraine’s Constitutional Court 
has ruled that draft constitutional amend-
ments that would decentralize power do 
not violate the Constitution of Ukraine. The 

deputy chairman of the Constitutional 
Court, Vasyl Bryntsev, said on July 31 that 
the draft law on constitutional amend-
ments “conforms with the requirements of 
Articles 157 and 158 of the Ukrainian 
Constitution” and are “not directed against 
the territorial integrity and sovereignty of 
Ukraine.” Mr. Bryntsev also said “the pecu-
liarities of the local self-government in 
some areas of the Donetsk and Luhansk 
regions will be defined by a separate law.” 
On July 16, Ukrainian lawmakers voted to 
send President Petro Poroshenko’s pro-
posed constitutional amendments to the 
Constitutional Court for review. According 
to the draft amendments, “a special law will 
regulate peculiarities of local self-govern-
ment” in the districts which are being held 
by Russian-backed separatists in Donetsk 
and Luhansk regions in eastern Ukraine. 
Mr. Poroshenko submitted the bill to 
Parliament on July 15 after pressure from 
Western leaders to grant those areas some 
self-rule powers as promised in February’s 
ceasefire deal struck in Minsk. (RFE/RL, 
based on reporting by UNIAN and Interfax)

U.S. imposes further sanctions 

WASHINGTON – The United States has 
imposed further Russia- and Ukraine-
related sanctions, including on Crimean 
port operators, former Ukrainian officials 
and a former Russian gas trader. The 
Treasury Department said on July 30 that it 
had placed the names of 26 individuals and 
entities on blacklists that freeze any assets 
they may have in U.S. jurisdictions. The 
blacklists also ban Americans from doing 

business with them. Officials said the list is 
intended to maintain the effectiveness of 
existing sanctions. “Today’s action under-
scores our resolve to maintain pressure on 
Russia for violating international law and 
fueling the conflict in eastern Ukraine,” said 
John E. Smith, the director of the Treasury’s 
Office of Foreign Assets Control. Eight enti-
ties and individuals were targeted for pro-
viding support to Russian tycoon Gennady 
Timchenko, a prominent gas trader who 
was already sanctioned by the United 
States in March over Russia’s illegal annex-
ation of Crimea. The Treasury Department 
also said it targeted two entities that were 
providing support to Boris Rotenberg, a 
Russian businessman and ally of Russian 
President Vladimir Putin. The list also 
includes Roman Rotenberg, his son. 
Moreover, the list includes four former 
Ukrainian officials and their close associ-
ates linked to former Ukrainian President 
Viktor Yanukovych, who was toppled by 
pro-European protests last year and is cur-
rently residing in Russia. The four officials, 
who are already on the EU sanctions list, are: 
Andriy Petrovych Klyuyev, Sergey Vitalievich 
Kurchenko, Eduard Anatoliyovych Stavytsky, 
and the son of former Ukrainian President 
Viktor Yanukovych, Oleksandr Viktorovych 
Yanukovych. Five Crimean port operators 
and one ferry operator were sanctioned for 
working in the Crimea region. Several enti-
ties, which are subsidiaries of previously 
sanctioned Russian state development 
bank Vnesheconombank (VEB) and 

(Continued on page 13)
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become a cause célèbre among human 
rights groups and the international com-
munity. Last week she was brought to trial 
in a remote location, the town of Donetsk in 
Russia’s Rostov region. Russian authorities 
unabashedly declared the trial in camera 
and denied access to anyone, including 
journalists and foreign diplomats. 

Roughly one year ago, on July 17, 2014, 
Russian missiles fired from Ukrainian terri-
tory but controlled by Russia and its surro-
gates shot down a plane (MH17) carrying 
almost 300 innocent civilian men, women 
and children. Russia’s President Vladimir 
Putin immediately blamed Ukraine and 
then impeded an international investiga-
tion. Since then, it has become clear to 
everyone in the international community 
that Russia perpetrated this heinous crime. 

Now, Russia, as a United Nations Security 
Council permanent member with veto 
power, will not allow a Security Council res-
olution for an international tribunal to 
prosecute those responsible.

Russia summarily executes its opposi-
tion both outside and within its borders 
(Alexander Litvinenko, Anna Politkovskaya, 
Boris Nemtsov). Those who carry out the 
Kremlin’s dirty deeds often wear masks or 
green uniforms without insignia; they use 
explosive material and various toxins. The 
leadership, like Mr. Putin, Dmitry 
Medvedev, Dmitry Rogozin, Sergei Lavrov, 
Vitaly Churkin, wear business suits, mas-
querade as civilized members of the inter-
national community, have access to inter-
national institutions and conference rooms, 
and behave brazenly without regard to 
public opinion. What a country! And 
they’re getting away with it.

How is Russia not deemed a terrorist 
state? 

(Continued from page 7)

What a country!

and ‘Novorossiya’ testify that Russia is 
seeking a path for calming the situation” so 
as to ensure that Russia will retain Crimea 
for itself.”

“…If Putin calculates sitting at the negoti-
ating table,” Mr. Horbach added, “then 
exactly for that purpose he could present 
himself in the role of a peacemaker. He is 
correcting his image. Not for nothing did he 
at the same time play the role of mediator 
between Azerbaijan and Armenia.”

Paul Goble, author of Windows on 
Eurasia, wrote: “It is important to remem-
ber that what Mr. Putin did in Crimea was 
an illegal act of aggression and occupation. 
Consequently, it is worth citing the conclu-
sions of the legal advisory group to the 
Polish Foreign Affairs Ministry, which pro-
vides the most succinct reasons why Mr. 
Putin’s claims on Crimea are illegitimate 
and why the international community, 
however much some of its leaders would 
like to look beyond this issue, are required 

by international law not to.”
The Polish Foreign Affairs Ministry’s 

legal advisors had stated: 
“In light of international law, the incor-

poration of the Crimean Peninsula 
(Crimea), which forms part of Ukraine’s 
territory, into the Russian Federation quali-
fies as annexation, i.e., the illegal acquisi-
tion of the territory of another state be the 
threat or use of force.

“Consequently, the Russian Federation 
has violated Ukraine’s rights which enjoy 
international protection. Moreover, due to 
the special legal status of the principles of 
international law that have been violated, 
the Russian Federation has breached its 
commitments under law to the entire inter-
national community.

“…This community has an international 
legal obligation not to recognize the illegal 
situation that has been created by the ille-
gal use of force in the form of armed 
aggression, and its consequences.”

Source: “Putin’s visit seeks to legitimize 
Russia’s occupation of Crimea,” by Paul 
Goble (Windows on Eurasia), August 24, 
2014.

(Continued from page 6)

Turning...
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Russia’s top oil producer Rosneft, were 
named. They were already covered by the 
existing sanctions but they are now specifi-
cally named. (RFE/RL, based on reporting 
by Reuters and the Associated Press)

Russia vows retaliation

MOSCOW – Russia’s Foreign Affairs 
Ministry has vowed retaliation against the 
United States for expanded sanctions over 
the Ukraine crisis. “The United States has 
once again demonstrated that it has made a 
choice in favor of escalating confrontation,” 
the ministry said on July 31. “Such provoca-
tive actions not only destroy U.S.-Russian 
relations; they also hinder collaboration in 
solving other global problems,” it said. “Of 
course this will not be left without a reac-
tion from us.” Kremlin spokesman Dmitry 
Peskov said Russia could retaliate on a 
symmetrical basis, as it has in the past, or 
this time the countermeasures could be 
harsher. “Unfortunately these steps will 
bring about nothing but negativity,” he said. 
The United States on July 30 expanded its 
sanctions to include individuals who have 
“provided support” to reputed friends of 
Russian President Vladimir Putin, as well 
as former officials of Ukraine’s ousted lead-
er Viktor Yanukovych, and others. Two 
Russian weapons producers – Kalashnikov 

and Izhmash – and several companies 
operating in Crimea were also targeted. U.S. 
officials have described the new sanctions 
as “refinements” needed to prevent people 
and companies targeted earlier from get-
ting around the sanctions. (RFE/RL, based 
on reporting by Deutsche Presse-Agentur 
and Reuters)

Venue change considered for Savchenko 

MOSCOW – The trial of a Ukrainian air 
force pilot charged by Russian authorities 
in connection with the deaths of two 
Russian journalists in eastern Ukraine was 
adjourned shortly after it began behind 
closed doors in Russia’s Rostov region on 
July 30. A court spokeswoman said the 
court would consider an appeal by Nadiya 
Savchenko’s lawyers to conduct the trial in 
Moscow. She said a date for the next hear-
ing won’t be set until a decision is reached 
on whether to hold the trial in Moscow. Ms. 
Savchenko’s high-profile trial is being held 
in Donetsk, a small town in Russia’s south-
ern Rostov region close to the border with 
war-torn eastern Ukraine. The town has no 
connection with its namesake in eastern 
Ukraine. Western diplomats who attempt-
ed to monitor the closed-door trial were 
not allowed to attend. Russia’s Granu.ru 
publication tweeted a photo of reporters 
standing outside of the courtroom, saying 
that journalists were being allowed inside 
the court building because of the heat out-
side, but were not being allowed into the 
trial itself. Ms. Savchenko, 34, faces up to 25 

years in prison on the charges, which have 
been internationally condemned as politi-
cally motivated. She was moved out of her 
pretrial detention center in Moscow earlier 
this month and transferred to a facility in 
the town of Shakhty, in the Rostov region. 
Russian authorities say the trial will unfold 
in the Rostov region because this is where 
she is charged with illegally crossing into 
Russia from Ukraine, a charge she denies. 
Her lawyers have accused Moscow of pick-
ing the remote location to deter observers 
from flocking to the court for the hearings, 
which will take place behind closed doors. 
“I assume this was done to make access to 
the trial as difficult as possible for the press 
and for international diplomats,” Ilya 
Novikov, one of her lawyers, told RFE/RL. 
“It’s far from Moscow, it’s a border region 
where the FSB can expel any foreigner, and 
it’s close to a conflict zone.” On July 23, the 
U.S. delegation to the Organization for 
Security and Cooperation in Europe said 
the change of venue would “dramatically 
decrease the amount of international 
observation of the trial, which appears to 
be the goal of Russian authorities.” (RFE/
RL, based on reporting by RFE/RL Russian 
Service correspondent Lyubov Chizhova)

Money for canceled warship is returned

MOSCOW – The Kremlin says France has 
paid compensation for a canceled contract 
for the delivery of two Mistral-class war-
ships to Russia. French President Francois 
Hollande’s office, meanwhile, has con-
firmed that a deal was reached to “fully 
reimburse” Russia for the cancelation of 
the sale – which came as part of the 
European response to Russia’s illegal 
annexation of Crimea and the Kremlin’s 

support for pro-Russian separatist fighters 
in eastern Ukraine. The statement said the 
refund would amount to all of the money 
Russia had already paid, but did not give 
that figure. France will keep the warships. A 
Kremlin statement on August 5 said 
Moscow now considered the dispute to be 
resolved. The original 2011 deal for the two 
warships was worth $1.3 billion. It was to 
be the biggest arms sale ever to Russia by a 
NATO country. (RFE/RL, based on report-
ing by Agence France-Presse, the 
Associated Press and Reuters)

Kremlin downplays OSCE report 

MOSCOW – The Kremlin on August 4 
played down a report by monitors of the 
Organization for Security and Cooperation 
in Europe who found an armed man in sep-
aratist-controlled eastern Ukraine who 
identified himself and a group of uniformed 
soldiers as a members of Russia’s armed 
forces. The OSCE said on August 3 that the 
armed man was guarding a weapons depot 
controlled by pro-Russian separatist forces 
in eastern Ukraine’s Donetsk region. It said 
the man “claimed that he and those present 
at the site were part of the 16th Airborne 
Brigade from Orenburg, Russia. They did 
not wear identifying insignia.” Russian pres-
idential spokesman Dmitry Peskov said on 
August 4 that “the Kremlin questions the 
accuracy of the data of the OSCE monitoring 
mission to Ukraine which allegedly regis-
tered the presence of the Russian military in 
the conflict zone.” He said “the trustworthi-
ness of these reports needs to be verified” 
and that Russia’s Defense Ministry was the 
most competent authority to verify the 
report. (RFE/RL, based on reporting by 
Deutsche Presse-Agentur and TASS)

(Continued from page 12)
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Український Спортовий Клюб в Ню-Йорку
Ukrainian American Soccer Association

повідомляє своїх членів 
що в суботу, 1 серпня 2015 року, 

відійшов з цього світу 
довголітній член та член управи УСК-у

св. п. 
Іван Завада

Опечаленим дітям Зенонові і Христині з родинами 
висловлюємо наші щирі співчуття.

Вічна Йому пам’ять!

He was born on Jan. 2, 1950, in the village of Pluty, Poland.

His family was resettled to northern Poland during Akcja Wisla in 
1947. J. Zawada married Liliana Andruszkiw and in 1976 immigrated to 
the U.S. He was an active parishioner of St. George Ukrainian Catholic 
Church in Manhattan, and an active member of the Organization for 
the Defense of Lemkivshchyna.

He is survived by his son Zenon, daughter Christina, four grandchildren 
and seven siblings. 

Funeral services will be held this weekend from the Peter Jarema 
Funeral Home in Manhattan.

May his memory be eternal!

With deep sorrow we announce that 

Jan Zawada 
died on August 1, 2015, in Zhytomyr,

 Ukraine, while visiting family.

period, “more than a million and a half 
Crimean Tatars were forced to leave their 
motherland,” and half of those deported in 
1944 by Stalin died as a result.

As Mr. Strelets points out, what is most 
important about these declarations are not 
their “patriotic or emotional” content but 
rather the context in which they have aris-
en: “the shameful Russian veto on the U.N. 
Security Council resolution calling for the 
establishment of an international tribunal 
to investigate the causes of the crash of the 
Malaysian Boeing, the judicial controver-
sies around the murder of [Alexander] 
Litvinenko, the new sanctions of the U.S., 
the seizures of Russian property abroad, 
and the participation of the Russian 
Federation in the war in the Donbas.”

“The Crimean Tatar issue is one of the 
weak links in the chain of crimes the Putin 
regime has committed in Ukraine,” the Kyiv 
commentator argues. Moscow has insisted 
that what it calls “’the people of Crimea’” 
have made “’the historic choice’” to rejoin 
Russia via last year’s Moscow-orchestrated 
referendum and that this people had the 
right to do so in the same way that the peo-
ple of Kosovo did.

But that argument has two fatal flaws, he 
notes. On the one hand, “there is no ‘people 
of Crimea’ claiming the right of self-determi-
nation. There are instead Crimean Russians, 
Ukrainians, Crimean Tatars, Armenians, 
Bulgarians, Greeks and other nationalities 
living on the territory of the peninsula.”

Most of these nations have their own 
state formations “beyond the borders of 
Crimea” and thus have “already engaged in 
an act of self-determination.” The excep-
tions are the Crimean Tatars, the Karaims 
and the Krymchaks, and the latter are 
“unfortunately extremely small” and thus 
not in a position to seek a political-territori-
al expression of their rights.

That, in turn, means that only the 
Crimean Tatars and not some mythical “peo-
ple of Crimea” have the right to make a deci-
sion about self-determination in Crimea no 
matter what Moscow says. The congress 
declaration will bring that fact front and 
center again whenever the issue of the fate 

of the Ukrainian peninsula is discussed.
And, on the other hand, the Kosovo 

“precedent” isn’t one, Mr. Strelets argues. 
“No one joined Kosovo to Albania.” Instead, 
“the international community sanctioned 
the separation of the Albanian kray from 
Serbia since there existed a real threat of 
ethnic cleansings. The mythical ‘people of 
Crimea’ was not so threatened.”

Because of the status of the Crimean 
Tatars as the indigenous people of the pen-
insula, “any change in the status of [that 
territory] without a consideration of their 
opinion will never be legitimate. For the 
internal consumer of Kremlin propaganda, 
the arguments of the Kiselyovs and Zorkins 
may be sufficient, but for debates at the 
United Nations more weighty arguments 
are required.” 

As it has done so often elsewhere, 
Moscow has sought to use its own agents 
and “useful idiots” among Crimean Tatars 
to argue its case. But as “people of the older 
generation remember,” Moscow set up the 
Anti-Zionist Committee of Soviet Society to 
oppose Jewish emigration from the USSR. 
These pocket Crimean Tatar groups are 
only a new iteration of that.

Indeed, Mr. Strelets continues, Moscow 
has been “forced to imitate ‘a solution of the 
problems’ of the Crimean Tatars” by 
appointing people to front jobs and creating 
“a Potemkin village with dancing and sing-
ing ‘aborigines.’” Such people do not enjoy 
the support of the Crimean Tatar people as 
the just-concluded congress shows.

But what is most important of all, the 
Kyiv commentator suggests, is that the 
Crimean Tatars will never want to be part of 
the Russian Federation even if by some mir-
acle the economic disaster there were to be 
overcome. They associate Russia today with 
the USSR and the Russian Empire, and those 
associations are anything but good.

Either people in the Kremlin do not 
understand that or act as if they don’t, but 
the fact is this, as the congress showed: 
“The Crimean Tatars for the last 300 years 
have developed their own immunity to the 
kind of difficulties [they face now] because 
they survived both the Russian Empire and 
the Soviet Union.”

They will survive Vladimir Putin’s Russia 
and help bring to an end the illegal Russian 
Anschluss of their homeland.

(Continued from page 6)

Why Crimean Tatars...
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Until  mid-July,  President Petro 
Poroshenko and Ukrainian parliamentary 
leaders resisted such entreaties; they stood 
firm even when German Chancellor Angela 
Merkel and French President François 
Hollande turned their recommendations 
into outright pressures (see EDM, July 9, 10).

On July 16, however, Ms. Nuland pre-
vailed on Kyiv to start the process of 
enshrining a constitutional status for 
Donetsk-Luhansk, as well as to hold talks in 
the Contact Group about local elections in 
that occupied territory (see EDM, July 20, 
24). Ms. Nuland held Kyiv strictly to its 
“obligations” under the Minsk armistice.

The day after Ms. Nuland’s agitated visit, 
President Poroshenko assured U.S. Vice-
President Joseph Biden by telephone about 
“Ukraine’s undeviating fulfillment of the Mink 
agreement.” Mr. Biden, praising that first con-
stitutional step, urged Ukraine onto the next 
step: “elections to be held throughout the 
Donetsk and Luhansk oblasts” (Ukrinform, 
White House press release, July 17).

Also on July 17, the leaders of the 
Normandy group of countries touched on 
the Donetsk-Luhansk elections in a tele-
phone conference. Russian President 
Vladimir Putin, Chancellor Merkel and 
President Hollande caucused in advance, 
then surprised President Poroshenko with 
their call while he was visiting the Kryvyi 

Rih steel plant. Mr. Hollande said that all par-
ties should implement their Minsk “obliga-
tions” by the end of this year, including local 
elections in Donetsk-Luhansk. And “the 
interlocutors agreed with him” (Ukrinform, 
Elysee.fr, Bundeskanzlerin.de, July 17).

Russia’s Foreign Affairs Minister Sergei 
Lavrov called his U.S. and German counter-
parts, John Kerry and Frank-Walter 
Steinmeier, separately to discuss “Ukraine’s 
main obligations” at this stage of the Minsk 
document’s implementation: direct dia-
logue with Donetsk-Luhansk and local elec-
tions to be held there (Interfax, July 18).

On July 20, Mr. Poroshenko instructed 
Mr. Kuchma and the other Ukrainian dele-
gates to the Minsk Contact Group to discuss 
holding elections in Donetsk and Luhansk, 
merely on the condition that the latter 
abandon their intentions to hold elections 
separately from the rest of Ukraine 
(Ukrinform, July 21). At that point, appar-
ently, Kyiv was still in full retreat.

Meeting on July 21 in Minsk, however, 
the Contact Group broke down over DPR-
LPR’s demand that Ukraine adjust its elec-
toral legislation, taking into account DPR-
LPR’s proposals, which they had submitted 
in May (see EDM, May 19, 22, 26) as a basis 
for holding local elections.

At that Minsk meeting, furthermore, 
Donetsk and Luhansk asked Kyiv to with-
draw the constitutional amendment on the 
status of “certain areas in the Donetsk and 
Luhansk oblasts” from consideration. The 
Verkhovna Rada initiated the approval pro-
cedure of that constitutional amendment 

under Western pressure on July 16 (see 
EDM, July 20). Donetsk and Luhansk, how-
ever, insist that the amendment must be 
mutually agreed (as distinct from a unilater-
al Kyiv document), submitted to the Contact 
Group and re-submitted in the modified 
form to the Verkhovna Rada. The DPR-LPR 
delegates in Minsk asked for negotiations 
with Kyiv about the electoral law and the 
constitutional amendment (Donetskoye 
A g e n t s t vo  N o vo s t e y,  L u g a n s k iy 
Informatsionnyi Tsentr, July 21, 22).

The Organization for Security and 
Cooperation in Europe’s (OSCE) chairman-
in-office, Serbian Foreign Affairs Minister 
Ivica Dacic, exceptionally attended the 
Minsk meeting. He declared that “the con-
ditions of holding the elections [in Donetsk-
Luhansk], inviting the ODIHR [Office for 
Democratic Institutions and Human Rights, 
the OSCE’s election monitoring arm], etc., 
must be worked out by Kyiv and Donbas 
[Donetsk-Luhansk] in consensus” (Belta, 
Ukrinform, Interfax, July 21). And the 
Donetsk and Luhansk delegates, Denis 
Pushilin and Vladislav Deynego, went on to 
declare that their side “strictly adheres” to 
the Minsk II document, while Kyiv contra-
venes it (Interfax, July 24).

A follow-up meeting, tentatively sched-
uled for July 30, does not seem to have 
taken place.

The Contact Group’s temporary break-
down may well have contributed to Mr. 
Poroshenko’s recovery of morale on July 
29. While visiting Lviv, he declared that the 
constitutional amendment initiated on July 

16 does not envisage any special status for 
Donetsk-Luhansk, but refers only to 
Ukraine’s already existing law, adopted uni-
laterally in September-October 2014, and 
supplemented with pre-conditions in 
March of this year. From the “dozen” condi-
tions that must be met before that law goes 
into effect, Mr. Poroshenko cited the evacu-
ation of Russian forces from Ukraine’s terri-
tory and the restoration of Ukraine’s sover-
eign control over its border with Russia. 
That same law (with its March supple-
ment) also lists democratic election stan-
dards as pre-conditions to validating any 
local elections in Donetsk-Luhansk 
(Ukrayinska Pravda, July 29).

Russia is regularly citing the Minsk II doc-
ument to the effect that Kyiv may not unilat-
erally adopt decisions on the status of 
Donetsk-Luhansk and elections there, but 
only by negotiation with Donetsk-Luhansk 
authorities. It is a fact that, under the Minsk 
II armistice, the constitutional status of 
Donetsk-Luhansk and the modalities of elec-
tions there are supposed to be agreed 
between Kyiv and the “representatives of 
those territories” (Articles 11 and 12), as 
distinct from being adopted by Kyiv itself. 
Western officials will have to remember this, 
and stop holding Kyiv strictly to the “Minsk 
obligations,” when Kyiv tries to wiggle out 
from those Moscow-dictated “obligations.”

 
The article above is reprinted from 

Eurasia Daily Monitor with permission from 
its publisher, the Jamestown Foundation, 
www.jamestown.org.

(Continued from page 2)

Elections...

COMMUNITY CHRONICLE

UCCA New York

NEW YORK – On July 9, the Ukrainian American com-
munity in New York City had the unique opportunity to 
watch the talented performers of the Lehenda Ukrainian 
Dance Company from Melbourne, Australia, perform its 
stunning production of “Kazka,” an original folk ballet 
inspired by Ukrainian fairy tales and created by Melanie 
Moravski-Dechnycz in collaboration with her talented and 
dedicated team. 

Hundreds of Ukrainian Americans from New York, New 
Jersey and neighboring states filled the NYU Skirball 
Center for the of Performing Arts to watch the young, ener-
getic performers weave a beautiful story of love, fantasy 
and Ukrainian folk dance. Lehenda had been performing in 
North America for the past few weeks, and the troupe’s 
international tour culminated in New York. 

Following the performance, the president of the New 
York branch of the Ukrainian Congress Committee of 
America (UCCA), Ivanka Zajac, and members of the 
Ukrainian American Youth Association, New York branch, 
delivered beautiful flowers of appreciation to the perform-
ers, after which the UCCA New York hosted a casual recep-
tion for the company at the Ukrainian Liberation Front 
building. The reception, sponsored by Self Reliance New 

York Federal Credit Union, gave the community the oppor-
tunity to meet with the performers and their creative team 
in a warm and informal setting. Ms. Zajac expressed the 
community’s sincere gratitude to Lehenda members for 

their wonderful performance and encouraged them to 
return to New York City soon. All those gathered wished 
them well on their journey back to Australia. The jovial 
gathering lasted well into the early hours of the morning. 

Australia’s Lehenda Ukrainian Dance Company acknowledges the audience’s standing ovation at the end of the 
performance at New York University’s Skirball Center for the Performing Arts.

Irene Rejent Saviano

UCCA New York hosts Lehenda following performance

Classroom (HMC) has been designed to 
serve as a dramatic Holodomor awareness 
medium in its own right. It is a moving bill-
board as it travels the roads and highways, 
and a stationary one when parked near 
schools and at other venues. 

Denny Dzerowicz, who is coordinating 
the technical details to ensure that all the 
major components are ready and on sched-
ule, says the bus project fulfills a lifelong 
goal. “I was determined to see this project 
realized. We as a community need to make 
sure that the Holodomor is widely known, 
and what better way than to bring the mes-
sage directly to communities across the 
country,” says Mr. Dzerowicz.

The Canadian government is supporting 
the HMC through its Multiculturalism Inter-
Action program, whose aim is to build an 
integrated and socially cohesive society. 
The award was announced on January 13 
by Minister for Multiculturalism Jason 
Kenney (today he is also Canada’s minister 
of national defense). 

“It is by remembering the tragedies and 
atrocities of the past that we can equip our-
selves to prevent them from happening 
again. That is why this national tour, which 
will reach Canadians of all ages and back-
grounds, is an important initiative,” said 
Minister Kenney. 

The project has also received support 
from the provincial ministries of Manitoba 
and Ontario. Canada was the first country 
to officially recognize the Holodomor as 
genocide in 2008. In the 2011 National 

Household Survey, more than 1.25 million 
Canadians self-reported as being of 
Ukrainian ethnic origin.

The Canada-Ukraine Foundation is work-
ing in partnership on the project with the 
Ukrainian Canadian Congress (UCC), the 
Ukrainian Canadian Research and 
Documentation Center (UCRDC) and the 
Holodomor Research and Educational 
Consortium (HREC) of the Canadian Institute 
of Ukrainian Studies, University of Alberta. 

Alexandra Stadnyk serves as program 
manager  at  the  Canada-Ukraine 
Foundation. Valentina Kuryliw, director of 
education for HREC and head of the 
Holodomor Education Committee at the 
Ukrainian Canadian Congress, is overseeing 
the development of the high school teach-
ing content, along with a committee of edu-
cators from across Canada.

In its first year, the HMC will focus on 
visits to schools in Ontario, as well as ven-
ues such as festivals and community 
events. In the second and subsequent 
years, the HMC will tour the country, reach-
ing an estimated 7,000 students per year.

The CUF Holodomor Awareness Tour 
has received $1.5 million in support from 
the Canadian government and has raised 
$400,000 from the Temerty Family 
Foundation and other private sources. It 
has also approached provincial govern-
ments for additional support. 

The project is looking to raise an addi-
tional $700,000 to ensure that the project 
can continue through 2018 and beyond. 
The Canada-Ukraine Foundation welcomes 
donations big and small, which can be 
made on the CUF website: www.cufounda-
tion.ca.

(Continued from page 1)

Holodomor...
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United Help Ukraine to hold charity concert for Ukraine
WASHINGTON – Bria Blessing is known 

in Ukraine as “an American with Ukrainian 
soul.” She is a young and talented singer 
and musician who was born in Sugar Land, 
Texas, a Houston suburb. Her family moved 
to live in Ukraine when Bria was only 13 
years old, and for over 20 years she has 
been living, working, and performing in 
Lviv, Ukraine. 

Although born in the United States, Ms. 
Blessing considers herself to be Ukrainian 
and speaks better Ukrainian than many 
people born and raised in Ukraine. In 
August, this talented singer will be travel-
ling to her native United States and Canada 
to give 12 charity concerts in support of 
victims of the war in Ukraine. She sings in 
both Ukrainian and English. One of the 
charity concerts, to be held in Washington 
on August 21, is organized by the non-prof-
it organization United Help Ukraine. 

Ms. Blessing has loved singing and per-
forming since she was a little girl, but 
became famous in Ukraine only several 
years ago after she performed on the 
Ukrainian TV show “Holos Krayiny,” a vocal 
competition similar to the American reality 

show, “The Voice.” She sang the Ukrainian 
song “Ya Pidu v Daleki Hory” (translated 
from Ukrainian as “I Will Go to the Faraway 
Mountains) absolutely beautifully, and 
Svyatoslav Vakarchuk of the famous 
Ukrainian rock band Okean Elzy agreed to 
become her mentor during the competition. 

Ms. Blessing not only has a divine voice, 
but she possesses a big Ukrainian heart 
and soul, because she longs to help her 
brave Ukrainian brothers and sisters fight-
ing for Ukraine’s freedom and indepen-
dence in eastern Ukraine. During the last 
Christmas season, Ms. Blessing held several 
charity concerts in the zone of anti-terror-
ist operations (ATO) for those brave sol-
diers. She says that her guitar, which she 
bought in Nashville, Tenn., is now priceless 
because it was signed by the Ukrainian sol-
diers during her last charity tour. These 
soldiers are her stars and it is an honor, she 
notes, to perform for Ukrainian soldiers – 
something she plans to do until Ukraine 
wins the war. 

Asked why she had decided to go on a 
charity tour in the North America, Ms. 
Blessing responded: “When I was invited 

on this benefit tour to help those affected 
by the war in Ukraine, I didn’t have to think 
twice before saying ‘yes!” Living myself in 
Ukraine, I try to do whatever I can person-
ally to help our troops and to encourage 
others to do the same. The opportunity to 
join with the Ukrainian diaspora living 
abroad in these same efforts is so exciting 
for me. “ 

She added that she wants to encourage 
her audiences in North America to 
embrace the cultures and peoples among 
whom they live. “Once I opened my heart 
fully to the Ukraine that surrounds me, 
while not forgetting or despising my first 
culture, my life became richer than I could 
have ever imagined,” she explained.

 “I also hope and pray that many 
Americans, who may know little to nothing 
about Ukraine and our current situation, 
will be at the concerts. Ukraine is such an 
undiscovered jewel – the culture, the 
music, the spirit – and I would love to share 
to the best of my ability with my first coun-
try all of the reasons I have fallen so deeply 
in love with my second country,” Ms. 
Blessing says.

Ms. Blessing’s repertoire includes a vari-
ety of songs in Ukrainian and English. Just 
recently, after her charity tour for the 
Ukrainian army in eastern Ukraine, she 
composed her first Ukrainian song, “We are 
Ukraine.” She wrote it in 15 minutes and it 
immediately became popular. 

Ms. Blessing’s charity concerts will take 
place in San Francisco (August 15), 
Washington (August 21), Sacramento, Calif. 
(August 22), Portland, Ore., (August 23), 
Seattle (August 24), Vancouver, British 
Columbia (August 26), Minneapolis 
(August 28), Raleigh, N.C. (August 29) and 
Atlanta (August 30). Concerts have already 
taken place in Syracuse, N.Y. (August 7), 
Binghamton, N.Y. (August 8), Toronto 
(August 9).

Information about all the concerts in Ms. 
Blessing’s charity tour is available at 
https://www.facebook.com/events/ 
1577764009111059. The concerts in each 
city are organized by Ukrainian activists 
and Ukrainian non-profit organizations. 

The August 21 concert in the District of 
Columbia will be held in a premier location, 
just one block away from the Metro Center 
station, at 945 G St. NW, Washington, DC 
20001. The concert will begin at 7 p.m. To 
purchase tickets (for children 10 years old 
and younger admission is free) please visit 
www.UnitedHelpUkraine.org/tickets. More 
information is also available on Facebook 
a t  h t t p s : / / w w w. f a c e b o o k . c o m /
events/396610950538962. 

Earlier this year, in March, United Help 
Ukraine organized a charity concert for the 
famous Ukrainian singer Anastasia 
Prykhodko in Washington. The concert 
attracted approximately 300 guests and 
raised almost $10,000 for Ukraine. 

U n i t e d  H e l p  U k r a i n e  ( w w w.
UnitedHelpUkraine.org) is a 501(c)(3) non-
profit organization whose mission is to 
receive and distribute donations, food and 
medical supplies to people affected by the 
ongoing conflict in eastern Ukraine. 

United Help Ukraine, or UHU, is a 100 
percent volunteer-based organization that 
operates with minimal administrative costs 
(less than 3 percent). Since its inception in 
June of last year, United Help Ukraine has 
raised $130,000 in monetary donations 
and shipped 29,500 pounds of donated 
humanitarian aid to Ukraine. The organiza-
tion’s activities fall within four major cate-
gories: (1) providing life-saving medical 
supplies to Ukrainian defenders, (2) sup-
plying humanitarian aid to Ukrainian war-
riors’ families and internally displaced peo-
ple of Ukraine, (3) providing aid to wound-
ed Ukrainian warriors, and (4) engaging 
individuals, organizations, private and gov-
ernment institutions, and the media, and 
raising awareness in the United States.

Readers who would like to donate in 
support of Ukraine may go the website 
www.unitedhelpukraine.org. 

Bria Blessing
Yuriy Gelytovych
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August 9-15 Folklorama festival, Ukraine-Kyiv Pavilion,
Winnipeg, MB Folk Arts Council of Winnipeg, Maples Collegiate,
 www.kyivpavilion.ca or www.folklorama.ca

August 13-15 FolkFest, featuring the Ukrainian Carpathians Pavilion,
Saskatoon, SK Ukrainian Tryzub Society, Exhibition Grounds, 
 www.saskatoonfolkfest.com

August 13-16 St. Josaphat Ukrainian Festival, St. Josaphat Ukrainian
Rochester, NY Catholic Church, www.rochesterukrainianfestival.com

August 15-16 Ukrainian Festival, Ukrainian Homestead,
Lehighton, PA www.ukrhomestead.com or 610-377-4621

August 15-16 Uketoberfest, St. Joseph the Betrothed Ukrainian 
Chicago Catholic Church, www.stjosephukr.com

August 14-16 Softball tournament, Ukrainian American Youth 
Ellenville, NY Association camp, www.cym.org/us-ellenville

August 16 Annual picnic and general meeting, League of Ukrainian 
Berwick, PA Catholics, Ss. Cyril and Methodius Church, 570-822-5354

August 21-22 Ukrainian festival “Chervona Ruta,” Ukrainian 
Littleton, CO Cultural Center Chervona Ruta, Clement Park,
 http://chervonaruta.org or 720-209-0337

August 21 Benefit concert featuring vocalist Bria Blessing, First 
Washington Congregational United Church of Christ,
 www.unitedhelpukraine.org

August 22 Ukrainian Day in the Park, Ukrainian Canadian Congress –
Saskatoon, SK Saskatoon Branch, Victoria Park, 
 http://ucc-saskatoon.org/events.php

August 22 Ukrainian Day Festival, Ukrainian American Cultural
Portland, OR Association of Oregon and Southwest Washington,
 Lents Park, http://uacanw.org

August 22 Ukrainian Independence Day festival, Ukrainian 
Toronto Canadian Congress – Toronto branch, Centennial Park,
 www.ucctoronto.ca

August 22 Fund-raising concert featuring violinist Marta 
Jewett, NY Krechkovsky, violist Randolph Kelly, cellist Natalia
 Khoma and pianist Volodymyr Vynnytsky, Grazhda 
 Music and Art Center, www.grazhdamusicandart.org

August 22 Ukrainian Independence Day celebration, Ukrainian 
Syracuse, NY National Home, syracuseunh@syrucc.org or 315-478-9272

August 22 Ukrainian Independence Day celebration, Ukrainian
Ottawa Canadian Professionals and Businesspersons Association
 (Ottawa), Royal Oak Pub, president@ucpbaottawa.ca

August 22 Benefit concert featuring vocalist Bria Blessing,
Sacramento, CA Bethany Slavic Missionary Church,
 www.unitedhelpukraine.org

August 22-23 First USCAK Soccer Challenge Cup, Federation of 
Horsham, PA Ukrainian Sports in the U.S.A. and Canada, Ukrainian
 American Sports Center Tryzub, 215-450-4068

August 23 Ukrainian Independence Day picnic, Ukrainian 
Somerset, NJ Orthodox Church of the U.S.A., St. Andrew Memorial
 Church, www.uocofusa.org

August 23 Ukrainian Folk Festival, Ukrainian American Sports 
Horsham, PA Center Tryzub, www.tryzub.org

August 23 Friends Ukrainian Festival, Ukrainian Cultural Heritage
Edmonton, AB Village, www.ukrainianvillage.ca

August 23 Ukrainian Independence Day celebration, Ukrainians of 
Littleton, CO Colorado, Clements Park (shelters 4, 5, 6),
 www.ukrainiansofcolorado.com

August 23 Celebration of Ukraine’s Independence, St. Sophia Church,
The Colony, TX Ukrainian Americans of South Texas, www.uast.org

Entries in “Out and About” are listed free of charge. Priority is given to events 
advertised in The Ukrainian Weekly. However, we also welcome submissions 
from all our readers. Items will be published at the discretion of the editors 
and as space allows. Please send e-mail to mdubas@ukrweekly.com.

відбудеться 17-18 жовтня 2015 року 

на оселі Українського Народного Союзу 
“Союзівка” в Кергонксоні, Н.Й.

16-го жовтня 2015 року — Велика Рада УПС

Реєстраційні матеріяли доступні на пластовій мережі ЗСА 
  www.plastusa.org.



No. 32THE UKRAINIAN WEEKLY      SUNDAY, AUGUST 9, 201518

WHIPPANY, N.J. – The Whippany, N.J., branch of 
the Ukrainian American Youth Association (UAYA) 
ended its 2014-2015 season with a ceremonial gath-
ering on June 15. The children and branch board 
members donned their formal uniforms and ended 
their busy year with the children receiving the medals 
and certificates they had won at the “Zlet” competi-
tion held over the Memorial Day weekend in Ellen-
ville, N.Y. The Whippany branch of UAYA, which is 
named in honor of August 24, 1991, took fifth place 
overall out of 18 branches represented at “Zlet.” 
Many children won gold, silver and bronze medals for 
their individual efforts in various events, including 
sports. The children who had reached their goals ac-
cording to the UAYA handbook, took their oath, along 
with their parents, (as seen on the left) to uphold the 
ideals of the UAYA and to be honest and faithful 
citizens. A barbeque followed, allowing all families to 
enjoy each other’s company, as well as good food. 

– Christina I. Bytz

UKELODEON
FOr ThE NExT GENEraTiON

Kids enjoy “Tabir Ptashat” day camp at Soyuzivka

Whippany UAYA concludes year’s activities

by Chrystyna Silecky

KERHONKSON, N.Y. – “Tabir 
Ptashat” is the day camp for Ukrai-
nian-speaking children age 4-6 
that is organized at the Soyuzivka 
Heritage Center by the Plast sorority 
Pershi Stezhi.

This year’s camp started on June 
21 and ended July 4. Due to the 
popularity of the camp, two separate 

weeklong sessions are held back to 
back. Some campers like to stay for 
both weeks. 

The theme of the first session 
was “The Five Senses,” while the 
second session’s theme was “Sadok 
Vyshnevyi” (The Cherry Orchard), 
in honor of Taras Shevchenko’s 
famous poem. Each day the children 
explored their camp’s theme through 

stories, games and crafts. 
Oksana Mulyk was the director of 

the first session, which was attended 
by 17 campers, and Marta Pereyma 
ran the second session, which at-
tracted 51 campers. The entire pro-
gram is led in Ukrainian by parents 
of the campers who volunteer to lead 
activities. 

Many thanks were expressed to 

those parents who selflessly give 
their time and effort to make each 
camp so successful. Thanks also 
went to the camp administrators and 
the behind-the-scenes Pershi Stezhi 
who make the camps possible: 
Oresta Fedyniak for taking care of 
the registration process, and Oksana 
Isajiw and Chrystyna Silecky for be-
ing on-site administrators.

Campers and parents in charge of leading activities during session 1 of Tabir Ptashat.

Campers and parents in charge of leading activities during Tabir Ptashat’s session 2.
Roman Hlum

Campers at Felder’s Farm after milking the farm’s cow.

Ptashata bake with Andrey Sonevytsky, Soyuzivka’s 
head chef.

Alex Holuszcak

Alex Holuszcak
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Rising stars perform 
during Soyuzivka’s festival

KERHONKSON, N.Y. – “Our rising stars… Headliners of the 
future…” was the title of the young artists’ concert presented at 
the Soyuzivka Heritage Center on Sunday, July 12, during the 
ninth annual Ukrainian Cultural Festival. The concert marked the 
second time young performers graced Soyuzivka’s Veselka audito-
rium stage during the annual festival.

The performers are seen on this page (clockwise, beginning with 
top left): ballroom dancers of the Adore Dance School, the Tsvitka 
Ukrainian Dance Group, singer Bozena Plotytsya, singer Christina 
Yavdoshnyak, the group of performers, singer Xenia Kaczurak, 
musicians Markian Ougrin (keyboard) and Pavlo Mysak (trumpet), 
and bandurists Kalyna and Uliana Leshchuk. 

Seen in the inset below are the masters of ceremonies, Marianka 
Hawryluk and Maksym Lozynskyj. Maksym also performed as a 
musician/vocalist.

Festival organizers said they plan another young artists’ con-
cert for 2016, which will be the 10th annual Ukrainian Cultural 

Festival. Look for ads before 
the festival that invite young 
performers to appear at this 
family-oriented event which 
has proven to be a key com-
ponent of the festival.

Photos by Oksana Trytjak

Festival. Look for ads before 
the festival that invite young 
performers to appear at this 
family-oriented event which 
has proven to be a key com-
ponent of the festival.
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PREVIEW OF EVENTS
Sunday, August 23

HORSHAM, Pa.: The Ukrainian American 
Sport Center Tryzub will host the 24th 
annual Ukrainian Independence Folk 
Festival and Outdoor Summer Concert at 
Tryzubivka, County Line and Lower State 
roads, Horsham, PA 19044. Doors will open 
at noon. The festival stage concert at 1:30 
p.m. will feature: Iskra Ukrainian Dance 
Ensemble (Whippany, N.J.), Voloshky 
Ukrainian Dance Ensemble (Jenkintown, 
Pa.), Prometheus Ukrainian Male Chorus 
(Philadelphia), violinist Innesa Tymochko 
Dekajlo (Lviv) and the Vox Ethnika orchestra 
(New York City). A public social dance to the 
live music of Vox Ethnika will follow the con-
cert at 4:30 p.m. Delicious Ukrainian foods 
and baked goods, picnic fare, cool beverages 
and refreshments will be plentiful. Vendors 
are welcome. An arts and crafts bazaar and a 
children’s fun area will be open all day. 
Admission: $15; $10 for students; free for 
children under age 15; parking is free. For 
further information: 267-664-3857, info@
tryzub.org, or www.tryzub.org. The sponsor 
is a 501(c)(3) tax-exempt non-profit charita-
ble organization; proceeds benefit youth and 
adult amateur sports and cultural, fraternal 
and community programs.
Friday, August 28 
WILDWOOD CREST,  N. J . :  USCAK 

(Ukrainian Sports Federation of the U.S.A. 
and Canada) will be holding its fourth annu-
al Beach Volleyball Tournament during 
Ukrainian Week. Games will be played on 
the Beach at 5901 Ocean Blvd. (Pan 
American Hotel). All USCAK-affiliated 
Ukrainian sports clubs are invited to enter 
the following divisions: quads (4’s) adult 
(minimum of three on court) and quads 
(4’s) youth (under 18, born in 1997 or 
later). Registration fees: adults, $25 per 
player; youths, $20 per player. Pre-
registration is requested. Registration forms 
and further information can be found at 
www.socceragency.net/lys. For further 
information contact Walt Syzonenko, 
wsyzo63@optonline.net.

Wednesday, September 9

NEWARK, N.J.: St. John’s Ukrainian 
Preschool will re-open with Ukrainian-
language Montessori sessions each weekday 
morning from 9:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.  
Extended hours from 8 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. are 
available to serve working parents.  
Minimum age is 2 years 6 months in 
September. We emphasize respect for the 
child, individualized learning, and promo-
tion of the child’s independence.  For more 
information call Olenka Makarushka-
Kolodiy, 973-763-1797. Visit our website at 
http//coe.kean.edu/zaxoronka/.

PREVIEW OF EVENTS GUIDELINES
Preview of Events is a listing of community events open to the public. It is a service pro-
vided at minimal cost ($20 per listing) by The Ukrainian Weekly to the Ukrainian commu-
nity.  Items must be no more than 100 words long. 
Preview items must be received no later than one week before the desired date of 
publication. Please include payment for each time the item is to appear and indicate 
date(s) of issue(s) in which the item is to be published. 
Information should be sent to preview@ukrweekly.com. When e-mailing, please do not 
send items as attachments – simply type the text into the body of the e-mail message. 
Preview items and payments may be mailed to: Preview of Events, The Ukrainian Weekly, 
2200 Route 10, P.O. Box 280, Parsippany, NJ 07054.
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