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by Yaro Bihun

WASHINGTON – As world leaders – 
among them the presidents of the United 
States, Ukraine and Russia – began arriving 
in New York in late September to address 
the United Nations General Assembly and 
discuss some of the major world issues, 
including the crisis in Ukraine, representa-

tives of the Ukrainian and U.S. governments, 
Ukrainian American and other organiza-
tions, and Washington think tanks gathered 
at the Congressional Auditorium in the U.S. 
Capitol on September 25 for a discussion of 
that crisis, its causes and effects, and how 
they could and should be resolved.

Forum on “Ukraine’s Ongoing Battle
for Freedom” held in Washington

(Continued on page 8)

(Continued on page 9)

by Zenon Zawada

KYIV – Meeting at a summit in Paris on 
October 2, Russia and Ukraine reached ver-
bal agreements towards resolving the war 
in the Donbas, including withdrawing 
armaments from the conflict line beginning 
on October 4 and canceling illegal elections 
planned in the next few weeks, with plans 
to hold elections in the occupied territories 
next year.

The meeting also succeeded in extending 
the ceasefire that has been in effect since 
September 1 with few injuries and casual-
ties. It set a basic framework for fulfilling the 
Minsk accords – though without any 
revealed dates – that is based on granting 
immunity and amnesty to the Russian-
backed terrorists and allowing them to run 
in elections under a special law to be drafted.

Ongoing disagreements were apparent 
after the talks. Ukrainian President Petro 
Poroshenko and his advisors vowed not to 
allow the elections to occur until Russian 
soldiers leave Ukraine and Ukrainian con-
trol of the border is restored. Yet French 
President François Hollande said elections 
should occur before these conditions were 
met, with monitoring performed exclusive-
ly by the Organization for Security and 
Cooperation in Europe (OSCE).

As with the approval of the Donbas spe-
cial status a month earlier, assessments 
from Ukraine observers ranged from warn-
ings of catastrophe to confidence that the 
latest agreements will work towards col-

lapsing the regime of Russian President 
Vladimir Putin. 

What was widely apparent, however, is 
that the likely domestic strife over the elec-
tion conditions could play directly into Mr. 
Putin’s hands in undermining Ukrainian 
statehood.

“Destabilizing Ukraine with an open war 
is shifting to the back burner,” Vitaly 
Portnikov, a veteran Kyiv political observer, 
posted on his Facebook page. “The main 
task of the Kremlin will become the inter-
nal destabilization of our country, including 
using the resolution of the Donbas conflict. 
How the Kremlin handles this task and 
whether Ukrainian society is able to with-
stand Putin’s new tactics will become 
apparent in the next weeks.”

The Normandy format summit in Paris – 
involving German Chancellor Angela 
Merkel and Messrs. Poroshenko, Putin and 
Hollande – came on the heels of a United 
Nations meeting, the opening of the 70th 
session of the U.N. General Assembly, where 
much political grandstanding and postur-
ing was performed but little was resolved. 
Mr. Putin succeeded in shifting the world’s 
attention away from Ukraine towards Syria, 
where he had launched a military attack 
soon afterwards.

The Paris summit was strictly focused on 
Ukraine. News reports described both the 
Russian and Ukrainian presidents walking 
away from the meeting dissatisfied with its 

Ukraine, Russia agree to remove
arms, cancel Donbas elections

(Continued on page 18)

President Petro Poroshenko expresses his country’s gratitude for the U.S. support it is 
receiving in a video address to the participants of the “Ukraine’s Ongoing Battle for 
Freedom” forum. Seated in front of the video screen are panelists of the “View from 
the Interfaith Community on Ukraine” session, with Mufti Sheikh Ahmed Tamim and 
Patriarch Filaret on the far left. Standing behind the podium on the right is Ukraine’s 

Ambassador to the U.S. Valeriy Chalyi.

Yaro Bihun

Ukrainian American community welcomes Ukraine’s president and first lady
UCCA

NEW YORK – The Ukrainian Congress 
Committee of America (UCCA) hosted a 
community meeting on Saturday, September 
26, with President Petro Poroshenko, of 
Ukraine, and his wife, Maryna, at the 
Ukrainian Institute of America (UIA) in New 
York City during their trip to the United 
States for the opening of the 70th session of 
the U.N. General Assembly. 

UIA Board President Dr. Daniel Swistel 
and UCCA President Tamara Olexy greeted 
the president and first lady upon their 
arrival and escorted the couple to the sec-
ond floor, where they received a warm tra-
ditional Ukrainian welcome of bread and 
salt from Katya Czernyk and Sviatoslav 
Kukil, who were dressed in traditional 
Ukrainian costumes. 

Following the singing of the Ukrainian 
and American national anthems to the 
accompaniment of Andrij Stasiw on the 

piano, the evening’s master of ceremonies, 
Ms. Olexy, invited Bishop Daniel of the 
Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the U.S.A. to 
deliver the invocation.

Bishop Daniel prayed for Ukraine, espe-
cially the men and women of the Ukrainian 
armed forces who fulfill their sacred obliga-
tion every day by preserving the national 
security and peace of the region. Bishop 
Daniel also offered words of prayerful 
greetings to President Poroshenko on the 
occasion of his 50th birthday.

On behalf of the Ukrainian American 
community, Ms. Olexy then welcomed 
President and Mrs. Poroshenko, noting that 
“although an ocean may separate us from 
our homeland, the entire Ukrainian 
American community stands side by side 
with our brethren in Ukraine.”

“Mr. President, I feel that I can say, on 
behalf of all those gathered here this eve-

President Petro Poroshenko presents the Order of Princess Olha to UCCA President 
Tamara Olexy.

Presidential Administration of Ukraine
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Foreigners in Ukraine’s army 

KYIV – Lawmakers in Kyiv have legalized 
the service of foreigners in the Ukrainian 
armed forces. The draft law was approved 
in its second reading by the Verkhovna 
Rada on October 6. Lawmakers had earlier 
approved in first reading a draft law that 
simplifies the process for foreigners serv-
ing in the Ukrainian army to receive citizen-
ship. The second draft law must be voted 
on again before being sent to President 
Petro Poroshenko for his signature, which 
is necessary to become law. According to 
the bill, foreign nationals who serve or have 
served in Ukraine’s army will be eligible to 
obtain citizenship after living in the coun-
try for three years, instead of the current 
five years. The bill also says foreign nation-
als who were decorated with a Ukrainian 
national medal for outstanding actions dur-
ing their military service can become citi-
zens without being required to speak fluent 
Ukrainian, provide documents confirming 
they can support themselves, or have resi-
dence permits. Many volunteers from other 
countries have joined Ukrainian armed 
forces and volunteer brigades in the wake 
of the military conflict between Ukraine 
and Russia-backed separatists in the east 
that began last year and has left at least 
8,900 people dead. (RFE/RL)

Obama sends radars to Ukraine

NEW YORK – “A day after U.S. President 
Barack Obama met with Russian President 
Vladimir Putin, the United States 
announced that it will ship long-range 
counter-battery radars to Ukraine. Obama 
authorized $20 million to provide the coun-
try with radars, bringing U.S. security assis-
tance to Ukraine up to $265 million. 
Obama’s message is clear: the United States 
will not sacrifice Ukraine in exchange for 
Russian cooperation against Islamic State 
in Syria,” Adrian Karatnycky wrote on the 
Atlantic Council’s “New Atlanticist” blog. 
“The announcement also shows that the 
United States views the current ceasefire in 
eastern Ukraine – in place since September 
1 – as an opportunity to help Ukraine 
upgrade its deterrent military capability. 
While Ukraine’s request for 1,240 Javelin 
anti-tank missiles has gone unmet, 

Washington’s willingness to move forward 
with radars sends a clear signal that the 
U.S. may consider sending lethal weapons 
should the Minsk II process fail,” Mr. 
Karatnycky commented. “In short, the 
Obama administration now accepts that 
deterrence is the best way to maintain the 
stalemate in eastern Ukraine.” Mr. 
Karatnycky is a Nonresident Senior Fellow 
at the Atlantic Council’s Dinu Patriciu 
Eurasia Center and Managing Partner of 
Myrmidon Group LLC, a New York-based 
consultancy that works with investors and 
corporations in Ukraine and Eastern 
Europe. (Atlantic Council)

Rebels agree to postpone elections 

DONETSK – Pro-Russian rebels in east-
ern Ukraine say they have decided to post-
pone disputed local elections in territory 
they control until next year. Denis Pushilin 
and Vladislav Deinego, the representatives 
of the self-proclaimed “people’s republics” 
in parts of Ukraine’s Donetsk and Luhansk 
regions, said in a joint statement that local 
elections scheduled for October 18 and 
November 1 would be postponed until next 
year. The statement, published on the reb-
els’ Donetsk News Agency website, said the 
separatists decided to delay holding the 
elections after studying the results of the 
Paris summit on October 2 involving the 
leaders of Germany, France, Russia and 
Ukraine. Messrs. Pushilin and Deinego, who 
represent the rebels in talks moderated by 
the Organization for Security and 
Cooperation in Europe (OSCE), said they 
would not hold the elections as scheduled 
as long as Ukraine fully implemented the 
“political points” of the Minsk peace deal 
that was signed in February. Ukrainian offi-
cials and several Western governments had 
condemned the rebel plans to hold the 
elections and said the balloting would be a 
gross violation of the Minsk protocol. The 
EU’s foreign affairs arm welcomed the deci-
sion to postpone the elections, saying that, 
if implemented, it “will represent a funda-
mental step towards full implementation of 
the Minsk agreements.” The United States 
also applauded the decision. ”People living 
in separatist-controlled areas deserve to 

(Continued on page 12)

 ANALYSIS

by Oleg Varfolomeyev
Eurasia Daily Monitor

On September 25, Russia, Ukraine and 
the European Commission (EC), which has 
been acting as a mediator in the energy 
talks between Moscow and Kyiv, agreed on 
new terms for Russian gas deliveries to 
Ukraine from October of this year until 
March 2016. EC Vice-President Maros 
Sefcovic said Ukraine would have enough 
gas in the coming winter, and there would 
be no threat to gas transit from Russia to 
the European Union via Ukraine’s pipelines 
(Europa.eu, September 25). Ukraine is 
expected to resume gas purchases from 
Russia’s Gazprom after a three-month 
break caused by a combination of factors – 
first and foremost, apparently, the fear of 
dependence on energy from a country with 
which it is essentially in a state of war.

According to the agreement reached in 
Brussels on September 25, Ukraine will 
buy 2 billion cubic meters (bcm) of gas for 
storage in its underground reservoirs. 
Moscow agreed to cut its price through 
decreasing export duties – i.e., at the 
expense of Russian taxpayers, as it did in 
the past – so Gazprom’s revenues should 
not be affected. Ukraine is expected to pay 
$227 per 1,000 cubic meters of gas in the 
fourth quarter of 2015, down from the 
$268 it paid in the second quarter. The 
price is likely to fall further by at least 5 
percent in the first quarter of next year, as 
it depends on world oil prices, which are 
low this year, said Ukrainian Energy 
Minister Volodymyr Demchyshyn (Rbc.ua, 
Ukrinform.ua, September 28; Europa.eu, 
September 25).

The EC has mediated not only between 
Ukraine and Russia, but also with interna-
tional financial institutions regarding loans 
for cash-strapped Ukraine. As a result, they 
are expected to lend at least $500 million 
to Ukraine by the end of 2015, the EC said 
(Europa.eu, September 25). However, not 
everything is clear about funding. Gazprom 
head Alexei Miller said that even $800 mil-
lion would not suffice if the winter were 
too cold, and that $500 million would 
arrive from the World Bank only in January 
(Interfax, September 26).

Ukraine had hoped for at least $1 billion 
in loans for gas. The European Bank for 
Reconstruction and Development (EBRD) 
and the World Bank (WB) tentatively 
promised $800 million earlier this year 
(Rian.com.ua,  September 15).  On 
September 30, the EBRD approved a loan 
of $300 million to Ukraine’s national oil 
and gas company Naftohaz Ukrainy, to be 
used for gas purchases from the EU (Ebrd.
com, September 30). Naftohaz Ukrainy 
already has $500 million on its accounts 

for gas purchases, but this apparently was 
borrowed from Ukrainian state-owned 
banks, so the international financial insti-
tutions are supposed to refinance the loan 
(Dsnews.ua, September 28).

Throughout the third quarter of 2015, 
Ukraine has been surviving without any 
imports of Gazprom’s gas. In fact, for more 
than a year now, the country has relied 
heavily on gas deliveries from the 
European Union, Slovakia in particular. 
Russian Prime Minister Dmitry Medvedev 
argued recently this was not economically 
justified. He said Ukraine was paying $270-
$280 for gas imported from the EU in the 
fourth quarter, while Russian gas would 
have cost $20-$30 less (Vesti .ru, 
September 8).

Ukraine, insisting that Russian gas 
should be cheaper, rejected the Russian 
price of $247 for the third quarter in June 
and stopped purchases as of July 1. 
However, the price was apparently not the 
main reason behind the refusal. Ukraine 
desperately strives to cut its dependence 
on Russian energy, especially after Russia 
annexed Ukraine’s Crimea and invaded the 
Donbas area last year. Russia has proved an 
exceptionally unreliable supplier, cutting 
gas deliveries to Ukraine amid winter cold 
snaps in 2006 and 2009, and doubling its 
gas price for Ukraine in April 2014.

For this reason, Ukraine will not neces-
sarily rely on Russian gas imports this time 
either, especially if the coming winter is as 
mild as the previous one, and unless 
Gazprom’s gas is much cheaper than gas 
from Slovakia. A temporary deal similar to 
the September 25 agreement was reached 
between Russia, Ukraine and the European 
Union in October 2014 for last winter, but 
Ukraine did not rush to buy gas from 
Gazprom. It resumed importing gas from 
Russia only last December, after a break in 
June–November, and has imported more 
gas from the EU than from Russia ever 
since. In the first half of 2015, Ukraine 
imported 6.3 bcm of gas from the EU and 
only 3.7 bcm from Russia (Utg.ua, July 1).

Naftohaz head Andrii Kobolev made it 
clear at a recent press conference in Kyiv 
that Ukraine had no intention of decreas-
ing gas imports from the European Union, 
but would rather use the new agreement 
with Russia as a bargaining chip. He said 
Naftohaz was in talks with gas suppliers 
from the EU to cut their prices (UNIAN, 
September 28).

In spite of its efforts to cut dependence 
on Russian gas, Ukraine will not be able to 
do entirely without it for the foreseeable 
future. And if Gazprom wants, it can always 
beat the prices of European suppliers for 

Ukraine to resume buying
gas from Russia this fall
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RFE/RL

ROSTOV, Russia – A Russian court has 
rejected an appeal from Ukrainian military 
pilot Nadiya Savchenko over an extension 
of her detention. The Rostov regional court 
on October 5 upheld a ruling by another 
court on September 15 prolonging Ms. 
Savchenko’s stay in jail until January. 

Russian officials say Ms. Savchenko, who 
served in a volunteer battalion in eastern 
Ukraine, where she was fighting against 

Russian-backed separatists, provided the 
coordinates for a mortar attack that killed 
two Russian journalists in 2014. 

Ms. Savchenko has insisted she was cap-
tured by rebels in Ukraine and illegally 
taken into Russia. She had previously gone 
on a hunger strike to protest her detention. 
International rights groups have called for 
Ms. Savchenko to be released. Ms. 
Savchenko was also elected in absentia to 
Ukraine’s Parliament last year.

Based on reporting by TASS and Interfax.

Russian court upholds Savchenko’s detention

(Continued on page 8)
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by Pavel K. Baev
Eurasia Daily Monitor

The Russian air campaign in Syria has captured so much 
international attention that the difficult summit held in Paris 
on October 2, involving French President François Hollande, 
German Chancellor Angela Merkel, Ukrainian President 
Petro Poroshenko and Russian President Vladimir Putin, 
made nearly no headlines. The outcome of the tense talks, 
lasting just about five hours, barely lived up to their already 
low expectations; nevertheless, the four leaders’ confirmed 
commitment to continue and prolong the so-called “Minsk 
process” constitutes a reasonably positive step in managing 
the high-risk conflict (Rbc.ru, October 2). 

While Ukraine shows readiness to sustain the pause in 
Donbas, Russia finds the deadlock expensive and unre-
warding: Moscow has to deliver the bulk of supplies to the 
rebel-held parts of the Donetsk and Luhansk oblasts, it has 
to deploy a large grouping of ground forces inside and in 
the vicinity of this “rump-Novorossiya,” and Russia has to 
keep its domestic “patriotic” mobilization going despite the 
lull in hostilities. Seeking to escape from this no-win drag-
on situation, Mr. Putin has opted to launch a small-scale but 
high-resonance military intervention in the Syrian civil war 
(Forbes.ru, October 2).

It is striking in this respect that preparations for the 
Syria intervention coincided precisely with the cessation of 
fighting in the Donbas war zone. During August, hundreds 
of ceasefire violations were registered daily; since the start 
of September, the provocations by joint separatist-Russian 
forces have abruptly stopped. And the agreement on with-
drawing heavy weapons from the frontline is being imple-
mented smoothly (Kommersant, September 29). 
Meanwhile, in the first days of September, Russia opened 
an air and sea “bridge” to Latakia and began work on pre-
paring the airbase for the deployment of a mixed regiment 
of the Russian air force (Rbc.ru, September 30). 

While addressing the United Nations General Assembly, 
on September 28, Mr. Putin was thus able both to claim 
that Russia was a responsible stake-holder in conflict man-
agement in Ukraine and to advance the initiative for build-
ing a broad international anti-Islamic State (and pro-
Bashar al-Assad) coalition in Syria. 

Also addressing the U.N., President Poroshenko (speak-
ing on September 29) condemned Russia’s occupation of 
the Donbas, and U.S. President Barack Obama (delivering 

his remarks on September 28) rejected the proposition for 
accepting the Assad regime into the coalition. Nonetheless, 
Mr. Putin had reasons to believe that his geopolitical 
maneuver was successful (Slon.ru, Nezavisimaya Gazeta, 
September 29).

Underpinning the Russian leader’s self-complimentary 
assessment is the apparent confusion in the West’s strate-
gy for containing the Syrian catastrophe, as well as deep 
concern in Europe about a confrontation with Russia. Mr. 
Putin is eager to emphasize that Washington’s investments 
in training and equipping moderate Syrian opposition forc-
es have yielded embarrassing results and that the sus-
tained bombing campaign has failed to disrupt the Islamic 
State’s operations (even if it is unclear how Russian bomb-
ing could be more effective) (Ezhednevny Zhurnal, October 
2). He is also keen to exploit all signs of divisions in the 
Western position on deterring and isolating Russia, focus-
ing particularly on the counter-productiveness of the sanc-
tions policy (Rbc.ru, October 1). 

Russia’s intervention was expected to deepen Western 
discord on managing the Syrian crisis, while the reluctant 
acknowledgement by Germany and France that this manage-
ment required Moscow’s participation was expected to fur-
ther erode the West’s determination to tighten and fine-tune 
the sanctions regime (Novaya Gazeta, October 2). Neither 
of these expectations is likely to come true, however.

Mr. Putin has indeed achieved a tactical surprise, pri-
marily by, yet again, stepping beyond the borders of politi-
cal prudence and, indeed, common sense. The combat 
order for close air support for Mr. Assad’s troops pressed 
hard by rebels of various persuasions is a high-risk opera-
tion, particularly taking into consideration the track record 
of Russian air accidents during this summer (Meduza.io, 
October 1). The costs of sustaining high-intensity combat 
sorties and delivering fuel, supplies and ammunition to the 
poorly prepared Hmeimim airbase outside Latakia are so 
high that Russia must count on a successful offensive by 
Syrian government forces, perhaps reinforced by Iranian 
troops (Newsru.com, October 1). 

Moscow may be unconcerned about civilian casualties, 
but it is poorly prepared to deal with the threat of terrorist 
attacks on the crowded base it now occupies. Hence, Russia 
may now be on the verge of rediscovering that it is far easi-
er to insert oneself into the quagmire of a civil war than to 
later find a way out (Carnegie.ru, October 2). The messy 
Syrian disaster has acquired a new level of complexity with 

the arrival of Russia’s expeditionary squadrons, but it is by 
no means clear that Mr. Assad has consequently gained suf-
ficient time and strength for a new offensive (Moscow 
Echo, October 1).

What is clear is that key regional powers, including 
Turkey and Saudi Arabia, whom Mr. Putin was actively 
courting in the last couple of months, have expressed 
strong objections to the Russian airstrikes (Rbc.ru, October 
2). The advisors who sold Mr. Putin on the idea of making a 
big impression with a small-scale intervention excel at 
playing on the Russian president’s vanity and obsession 
with revolutions; but they are seemingly unable to grasp all 
the intricate intrigues driving the Syrian war (Newsru.com, 
October 2). 

For Mr. Putin, the costs and casualties of the interven-
tion appear to be a secondary consideration compared 
with the opportunity to compel Mr. Obama to agree to a 
face-to-face meeting and to score a point in this personal 
sparring (Gazeta.ru, September 28). He also tends to 
assume that footage of effective Russian airstrikes coupled 
with reports about U.S. confusion will shift domestic public 
opinion, which was strongly against a direct military inter-
vention – 69 percent against, and only 14 percent in favor 
(Levada.ru, September 28).

This distorted worldview, in which geopolitical fantasies 
are indistinguishable from psychological idiosyncrasies, 
propels Mr. Putin along the path of covering one mistake 
with another blunder. He appears uninformed about the 
structural ills of Russia’s declining economy and seeks to 
eliminate the population’s deepening discontent with a 
“patriotic” mobilization; this propaganda-driven pseudo-
unity is centered on defying U.S. global dominance, but it 
leaves no clear options for how to move from this aggres-
sive-defensive stance to lifting the sanctions. 

The diplomatic maneuver from Ukraine to Syria and 
back might appear cleverly constructed, but in fact, Russia 
remains stuck with the useless occupation of the Donbas – 
and is now trapped in a looming Syrian disaster. Mr. Putin 
may imagine that he forced the arrogant West to treat him 
as an indispensable partner, but Mr. Obama, Ms. Merkel 
and Mr. Hollande have only recognized his readiness to 
expose Russia to great risks for fictitious gains.

 
The article above is reprinted from Eurasia Daily Monitor 

with permission from its publisher, the Jamestown 
Foundation, www.jamestown.org.

U.S. Holodomor Committee

WASHINGTON – After nearly a year of rigorous plan-
ning, the U.S. Committee for Ukrainian Holodomor-
Genocide Awareness 1932-1933 (U.S. Holodomor 
Committee) has finalized its plans for the dedication of 
the Ukrainian Holodomor Memorial in Washington. In 
cooperation with the Embassy of Ukraine, a three-day 
series of events will include an exhibit opening and ben-
efit reception; the dedication ceremony of the 
Holodomor Memorial; hierarchical divine liturgies; and 
a commemorative concert featuring prominent highly 
acclaimed Ukrainian performers. The events aim to pro-
mote awareness of the Holodomor, often referred to as 
the unknown genocide of the 20th century. 

An informational exhibit about the Holodomor will be 
on display at Union Station, Washington’s hub for com-
muter, bus and rail traffic. It is estimated that over 
100,000 people traverse the halls of Union Station on a 
daily basis. The exhibit will be located in the Great Hall. It 
will include a model of the Holodomor Memorial, a fully 
staffed information booth offering material about the 
Holodomor and panels depicting the history of the 
Ukrainian Holodomor. The exhibit will be on display 
November 1-15 and will be open to the public 24 hours 
a day. 

On Friday evening, November 6, a benefit reception 
will officially launch the weekend of events. The recep-
tion will include performances by Maksym Lozynskyj, 
the Gerdan ensemble and the Cheres Ukrainian Folk 
Ensemble. Remarks will be delivered by Ukraine’s 
Ambassador to the U.S. Valeriy Chalyi, as well as by a 
Holodomor scholar and a Holodomor survivor. Exhibit 
Subcommittee Chairman Andrij Chornodolsky will 
serve as master of ceremonies for the event. Proceeds 

from the benefit will be used to promote Holodomor 
awareness through high school curricula, professional 
exhibits throughout the United States and scholarly con-
ferences. Donations for the reception are $250. 
Reservations are being accepted via e-mail to 
Holodomor.Benefit@gmail.com. 

The pinnacle of the three-day event will be the dedi-
cation and blessing of the Holodomor Memorial on 
Saturday, November 7. As the memorial site is quite 
small, the dedication ceremony will be held in front of 
Union Station (one block from the site) on Columbus 
Plaza. A stage and jumbotron will be constructed on the 
plaza to ensure that all attendees have a view of the pro-

ceedings. The program begins at 1:45 p.m. with the tra-
ditional greeting of bread and salt presented to the offi-
cials gathered for the ceremony.

President Petro Poroshenko of Ukraine has been 
invited to attend. Rep. Sander Levin, co-chair of the 
Congressional Ukrainian Caucus and sponsor of the 
Holodomor Memorial legislation in Congress, will deliv-
er the main address. U.S. administration officials, 
Members of Congress, senators and foreign ambassa-
dors have been invited to the ceremony. Ukrainian com-
munity representatives are urged to contact their con-
gressional and senatorial offices and encourage their 
participation in this event. Holodomor survivors will be 
acknowledged during the ceremony, and a few will be 
asked to address the audience. 

The U.S. Holodomor Committee has applied for a per-
mit for a “March of Remembrance” from Columbus 
Plaza, past the Holodomor Memorial to the White House 
following the dedication ceremony. The march will end 
with a candlelight ceremony in front of the White House. 
Ukrainian organizations and churches are requested to 
bring their flags and banners; individuals are encour-
aged to bring signs for the dedication ceremony and 
march. Participants are asked to wear traditional 
Ukrainian embroidered shirts and blouses (vyshyvanky) 
with clothing that is appropriate for this somber occa-
sion. 

The three-day series of events continues on Sunday, 
November 8, with divine liturgies at the Ukrainian 
National Shrine of the Holy Family in Washington at 
9:30 a.m. and at St. Andrew Ukrainian Orthodox 
Cathedral in Silver Spring, Md., at 8:15 a.m. A light lun-
cheon will follow both services. 

NEWS ANALYSIS: Putin swings from Ukrainian deadlock to Syrian quagmire

Three days of events to mark dedication of Holodomor Memorial

(Continued on page 14)

The commemorative pin featuring the logo of the 
Holodomor observances.
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2200 Route 10, Parsippany, NJ 07054
General information – 800-253-9862
www.UkrainianNationalAssociation.org
facebook.com/UkrainianNationalAssociation

20-Payment 
Whole Life 

(20-Pay)PERMANE NT COVERAGE 
AT AFFORDABLE RATES

MONTHLY PREMIUMS FOR A $15,000 POLICY

Age  Male Female
 (Non-smoker) (Non-smoker)
 35 $20.33 $17.06
 40 $23.93 $19.69
 45 $28.49 $23.32
 50 $34.78 $28.88
 55 $43.12 $36.70

by Ulana Baluch Mazurkevich

NEW YORK – Ukraine’s First Lady Maryna 
Poroshenko hosted a roundtable discussion 
at the Permanent Mission of Ukraine to the 
United Nations for women leaders of vari-
ous Ukrainian diaspora organizations that 
are involved in helping Ukraine.

The first lady was introduced at the 
gathering by Dr. Nataliya Sergeyev, wife of 
Ukraine’s Ambassador to the United 
Nations Yuriy Sergeyev.

The president of the Ukrainian National 
Women’s League of America, Marianna 
Zajac, welcomed Dr. Poroshenko, who is a 
physician by training, on behalf of all the 
attendees and presented her with a white 
coral necklace by the Ukrainian artist 
Masha Archer. 

Dr. Poroshenko was accompanied by the 
wives of Ukraine’s diplomatic corps in the 

United States: Ludmila Chalyi, wife of 
Ukraine’s Ambassador to the U.S. Valeriy 
Chalyi, and Natalia Sybiga, wife of New 
York Consul General Igor Sybiga.

All present gave short overviews of the 
work of their respective organizations, 

after which Dr. Poroshenko posed ques-
tions to the speakers in order to better 
understand their activities. The purpose 
of the meeting was for participants to 

At a meeting with Ukraine’s First Lady Maryna Poroshenko (center), are: (first row, 
from left) Marta Kokolskyj, an advisor to Ukraine’s Mission to the U.N.; Dr. Larissa 
Kyj, United Ukrainian American Relief Committee; Myroslava Rozdolsky, New 
Wave; Dr. Nataliya Sergeyev, wife of Ukraine’s Ambassador to the U.N. Yuriy 
Sergeyev; Nadia Gordynsky, Save a Life; Dr. Poroshenko; Kvitka Semanyshyn, 
Providence Association of Ukrainian Catholics in America; Ulana Mazurkevich, 
Ukrainian Human Rights Committee; Ludmila Chalyi, wife of Ukraine’s Ambassador 
to the U.S. Valeriy Chalyi; Natalia Sybiga, wife of New York Consul General Igor 
Sybiga; Nina Todoriv Woskobijnyk, Woskob Foundation; Iryna Mazur, Ukrainian 
Federation of America; (second row) Dora Chomiak, Razom; Motria Bojko Watters, 
United Ukrainian American Relief Committee; Tamara Olexy, Ukrainian Congress 
Committee of America; Marianna Zajac, Ukrainian National Women’s League of 
America; Roma Lisovich, Ukrainian National Association; and Martha Kebalo, 

World Federation of Ukrainian Women’s Organizations.

Ukrainian women leaders at a roundtable discussion with Dr. Maryna Poroshenko.

Presidential Administration of Ukraine

Ukraine’s fi rst lady meets with diaspora women leaders

(Continued on page 14)



No. 41THE UKRAINIAN WEEKLY      SUNDAY, OCTOBER 11, 20156

On October 6, The Ukrainian Weekly celebrated its 82nd birthday. Sure, it’s not a 
“big” birthday, or a round number, but 82 years of service to our community surely is 
something to celebrate.

A lot has changed during those eight decades plus.
When it first rolled off the presses in Jersey City, N.J. on October 6, 1933, the 

Ukrainian Weekly (“The” was not part of the name at first), was a simple four-page 
tabloid-size supplement to the broadsheet-size Svoboda, the Ukrainian-language daily 
newspaper published by the Ukrainian National Association. A single copy of Svoboda 
with the Weekly supplement cost 3 cents. The Weekly was all text, no photos. 

The new newspaper was geared toward the youth of the Ukrainian American com-
munity. In fact, an editorial in Svoboda strongly encouraged the older generation to 
share the Weekly with their children and other young Ukrainians in order to keep 
them involved in Ukrainian community life and interested in events in Ukraine. The 
Weekly was seen also as a tool that could be used by Ukrainian Americans to tell 
Ukraine’s story to the English-speaking world around them at a critical time in history.

In addition to front-page articles introducing the new newspaper, the top story in 
the premiere issue of the Weekly was “Ukrainians protest deliberate starvation of 
Ukraine by the Bolsheviks,” focusing on community demonstrations against the 
Soviet-perpetrated genocide that today is widely known as the Holodomor. During 
the first year of its existence the Weekly published documentation about the Great 
Famine of 1932-1933; it strove to counter Soviet disinformation and news reports 
by those journalists who denied the Famine.

Printing technology changed through the years, progressing from the old, noisy 
and dirty hot-lead process using linotype machines to phototypesetting and offset 
printing. The Weekly grew from a four-page tabloid insert to a separate 16-page tab-
loid independent of its sister publication. The number of pages, articles and staffers 
grew, with full-time bureaus functioning at one point in both Kyiv and Toronto. What 
was once a black-and-white paper is now printed in color. The Ukrainian Weekly 
became a newspaper for all generations of Ukrainians.

Readers, who in the past would deliver their stories to the editorial offices in per-
son or send them via mail, began to fax stories to The Weekly. Contact with our cor-
respondents in Kyiv, who have been officially on the ground in Ukraine since January 
1991, were also via fax – then a modern technology. Today, of course, most corre-
spondence is via-e-mail (though we still do get some info via what is now referred to 
derisively as snail mail). Our newspaper is now available to subscribers in both print 
and online editions, and The Weekly’s digitized archives – spanning the years 1933-
2014 – are free and open to the public at www.ukrweekly.com. In addition, in July 
2012, we added a Facebook page that keeps our friends in touch and allows us to 
post the latest news about Ukraine and Ukrainians around the globe from a variety 
of credible sources.

Take a look at this week’s issue. The Weekly continues to report on events in our 
ancestral homeland and the activities of our communities wherever they may be. 
The Holodomor continues to be a topic on our pages, especially as we prepare for 
the historic unveiling of the long-awaited Holodomor Memorial in Washington.

As we mark the 82nd anniversary of The Weekly’s establishment, we are grateful 
to the visionaries who founded it; its pioneering first editor, Stephen Shumeyko, and 
all those who followed in his footsteps; our publisher, the Ukrainian National 
Association; and, of course, the loyal subscribers who have read these pages for 
many years and supported this newspaper’s valuable work with their subscriptions 
and generous donations to The Ukrainian Weekly Press Fund.

Sure, a lot has changed in 82 years, but not our commitment to our community 
and the Ukrainian nation. And our founding mission – to tell the world the truth 
about Ukraine and Ukrainians – endures.

The Ukrainian Weekly

Last year, on October 14, 2014, following talks in Paris 
between U.S. Secretary of State John Kerry and Russian Foreign 
Affairs Minister Sergey Lavrov, Mr. Kerry issued a press state-
ment, stressing the U.S. and the European Union’s commitment 
to “Ukraine’s sovereignty and territorial integrity.”  

“We discussed Ukraine and the need for the full implementa-
tion of all of the 12 points of the September 5 Minsk agreement. …The shooting around 
Donetsk airport and other parts of eastern Ukraine has to stop. Foreign forces and weap-
ons need to be withdrawn. Hostages – all hostages – need to be released, and that includes 
the pilot Nadiya Savchenko. And sovereignty has to be restored along the Ukrainian-
Russian international border, and that border needs to be closed and held accountable.”

The press statement also congratulated Ukraine’s Verkhovna Rada on its passage of 
anti-corruption legislation and the judicial reform package. These reform measures were 
a sign, Mr. Kerry added, that the Ukrainian people call for real change and for an account-
able government. Now, the hard work comes of implementing that legislation, as well as 
“other critical reforms that will transform Ukraine into a modern European state that will 
meet the demands of Ukraine’s people as well as the expectations and hopes of the inter-
national community.” 

Mr. Kerry explained to Mr. Lavrov the importance of the legitimacy of votes in the occu-
pied territory of the Donbas, noting, “Any efforts to hold independence referenda in 
Luhansk and Donetsk at this time would be a violation of the Minsk agreements and the 
results will not be recognized by Ukraine or by the international community.”

With winter approaching, Mr. Kerry emphasized the need to conclude gas talks 
between the EU, Russia and Ukraine to assure Russia’s reliable supply of fuel to both 
Ukraine and the rest of Europe.

Source: “Kerry on talks with Lavrov,” The Ukrainian Weekly, October 19, 2014.

Oct.
14
2014

Turning the pages back...

by Paul Goble

Syria, Ukrainian journalist Yurii Rudenia 
says, “is the alternative history of Ukraine,” 
of what would have happened had Viktor 
Yanukovych crushed the Maidan early on, 
just as “Ukraine is an alternative history of 
Syria,” of what might have occurred had 
Bashar al-Assad “not unleashed terror” 
against his own people.

The consequences in the latter case 
might have been that Mr. Assad “would 
have lost power,” and that Syria might “have 
lost part of its territory,” but the outcome 
would not have been “the catastrophe that 
is taking place before our eyes.” This is “a 
history lesson on a grand scale” (espreso.
tv/blogs/2015/10/06/syryya_eto_alter-
natyvnaya_ystoryya_ukrayny).

 Bashar al-Assad “is a Yanukovych” who 
was not afraid to act and did so forcefully. 

“When protest demonstrations were only 
beginning, he gave the order to open fire,” 
Mr. Rudenia writes. The result is a civil war 
with more than 100,000 dead. Had Mr. 
Yanukovych acted the same way, the losses 
in Ukraine would have been even larger.

Moreover, the journalist says, “no one 
would have stopped Russia’s invasion,” and 
as a result, Ukraine would have suffered “at 
one and the same time,” a civil war, an occu-
pation, and parts of the country “fighting 
among each other.”

 “Syria’s Alawites are our Donetsk resi-
dents,” Mr. Rudenia continues. “The other 
Shiites are the Russian-speaking separat-
ists. The Sunnis are the main mass of 
Ukrainian citizens. And the Kurds are the 
Crimean Tatars.” Just imagine, he says, what 
would have happened had Mr. Yanukovych 
started down this road: “We were one step 
from it.”

by Paul Goble

Carl von Clausewicz famously observed 
that “war is the continuation of politics by 
other means,” but in the case of Ukraine, 
Vladimir Putin has inverted that definition 
and is seeking to make peacemaking into 
another means for continuing the policies 
behind his war there, according to 
Ukrainian commentator Vitaly Portnikov.

The chief results of the Normandy Four 
meeting in Paris, he says, are that the Minsk 
process will continue into next year with a 
focus on elections in Russian-occupied 
areas with Mr. Putin avoiding direct aggres-
sion but seeking to destabilize Ukraine 
internally by other means (liga.net/opin-
ion/252840_podmorozhennyy-konflikt-
chto-zhdet-donbass-posle-vstrechi-v-
parizhe.htm).

And that means, Mr. Portnikov says, that 
the chief question is whether the Donbas 
will become a second Transnistria or a sec-
ond Gagauzia. Both sought independence, 
but Gagauzia, although pro-Russian influ-
ence there remains strong, accepted its sta-
tus as a territorial autonomy while 
Transnistria continues as “a self-pro-
claimed republic to this day.”

Given the absence of a joint statement at 
the end of the Paris meeting, Mr. Portnikov 
argues, it is important to remember what 
the two sides had as their “main task” for 
the session. Ukraine’s President Petro 

Poroshenko sought the putting off or can-
cellation of separatist elections because 
such votes would have made the Minsk 
process meaningless and mean “the final 
freezing of the conflict.”

For Mr. Putin, the Ukrainian commenta-
tor says, “the main goal” was not to allow 
any new sanctions against Russia but rath-
er to gain time by extending the time frame 
for the implementation of the Minsk 
accords. That goal became even more 
important after he launched his Syrian air 
campaign.

Western countries are furious at what 
Mr. Putin is doing in Syria, Mr. Portnikov 
points out, and they would only have been 
encouraged to impose yet more sanctions 
on Russia if he allowed the separatist elec-
tions to go forward in Ukraine.

Given these goals, the two sides each 
took something away: Mr. Poroshenko suc-
ceeded in delaying if not cancelling elec-
tions in the Russian-occupied areas of his 
country, and Mr. Putin succeeded in push-
ing the Minsk process into 2016, thus 
reducing the likelihood that the West will 
impose more sanctions on Russia in the 
near term.

But that prolongation hardly solves the 
problem. Kyiv still wants to set the rules 
under which any such elections will take 
place, and Moscow does not want to act in 
any way that might make it appear that Mr. 
Putin has made concessions and thus “lost 
face.” Trying to square this circle is not 
easy; delaying any final decision thus is the 
least unattractive option.

What then does this mean? Mr. 
Portnikov asks rhetorically. Simply this: any 
settlement has been put off, the war has 
been frozen without the occupied territo-
ries having acquired “specific form,” and 
Moscow will thus pursue its agenda in 
Ukraine by other means, a policy less likely 
to lead to new sanctions but no less risky 
for Kyiv – and perhaps even more so if the 
West turns away as a result.

Syria shows what Ukraine’s fate
could have been under Yanukovych

Putin’s “peacemaking” in Ukraine:
continuation of his war by other means

We’re 82!

 WINDOW ON EURASIA

Paul Goble is a long-time specialist on 
ethnic and religious questions in Eurasia 
who has served in various capacities in the 
U.S. State Department, the Central 
Intelligence Agency and the International 
Broadcasting Bureau, as well as at the Voice 
of America and Radio Free Europe/Radio 
Liberty and the Carnegie Endowment for 
International Peace. Mr. Goble writes a blog 
called “Window on Eurasia” (http://windo-
woneurasia2.blogspot.com/). The article 
above is reprinted with permission.

Making contact with The Weekly
Readers/writers who send information or queries to The Ukrainian Weekly are 

kindly asked to include a daytime phone number and a complete mailing address. 
Please note that a daytime phone number is essential in order for editors to contact 
correspondents regarding additional information, clarifications, questions, etc.
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FOR THE RECORD

The following statement on Russia’s mis-
information and revision of history was 
issued in Washington by the Polish American 
Congress on October 1.

The Polish American Congress is deeply 
concerned that the international communi-
ty’s dilemma over the mass migration of 
Syrian, Iraqi and Afghan refugees on one 
hand and Russian Federation President 
Vladimir Putin’s offer, on the other, to col-
laborate with the West in addressing the 
turmoil in Syria and Iraq will mask the long 
history of lies and deception that character-
ize post-Communist Russia’s stance vis-à-
vis the United States and other countries. 
We hope that the prospect of Russia’s coop-
eration will not blindside the Western 
nations as to Russia’s true interests and 
agenda in Europe, the Middle East and 
worldwide.

Whenever it comes to Russia’s relations 
with the West, no better example substanti-
ates Russia’s proclivity to misinform both its 
domestic audience as well as the interna-
tional community than the recent 
September 25 assertion of Russia’s ambas-
sador to Poland, Sergey Andreev, blaming 
Poland for the start of World War II. Rather 
than being accidental, the absurdity of 
Andreev’s remarks were deliberately 
designed to provoke discord among per-
ceived adversaries, i.e., NATO member 
nations.

Even though the ambassador, albeit 
reluctantly, rescinded his comments in the 
following days, his words exemplify a larg-
er problem of ongoing, systematic and 
increasing misinformation and twisting the 
facts of history and placing blame for 
Russia-perpetrated crimes onto others.

Andreev’s assertion about Poland is no 
different than Russia’s earlier assertions 
that the 2014 Maidan Square mass demon-
strations and sit-ins that led to the ousting 
of Moscow-backed President of Ukraine 
Viktor Yanukovych, had been the work of 
“fascists and Nazis” in Ukraine and in the 
West.

Another example is the continuing deni-
al of responsibility for massive murders in 
1940 of Polish officers and intelligentsia 
that took place in the Russian camps of 
Katyn, Kozielsk, Ostaszkow and many oth-
ers, where more 22,000 were killed by 
Russia’s NKVD officers with a single shot to 
the back of their heads.

Moreover, no resolution of the barbaric 
shooting down on July 17, 2014, of 
Malaysia Airlines Flight 17, with 298 souls 
aboard over Donetsk in eastern Ukraine, 
was allowed in the United Nations Security 
Council in 2015 because Russia invoked its 
veto power.

Many believe that a similar story 
occurred following the crash on April 10, 
2010, of Polish Air Force Flight 101 over 
Smolensk, Russia, with President Lech 
Kaczynski and 95 high-ranking government 
officials and NGO leaders aboard who had 
been traveling to Smolensk to commemo-
rate the 70th anniversary of the Katyn 
Forest Massacre perpetrated by the Soviet 
Union on direct orders of Joseph Stalin and 
for which Russia steadfastly denied, and has 
been denying, its responsibility. 

Therefore, on behalf of the Polish 
American community of the United States, 
the Polish American Congress strongly 
urges the U.S. administration to keep the 
aforementioned examples in mind when it 
engages with Russia in attempts to solve 
problems in Syria, Ukraine and elsewhere.

Even though the Polish American 
Congress is deeply concerned about 
Russia’s true intentions, as well as open 
and covert attempts to restore its spheres 
of influence over the Central and Eastern 
European (CEE) region, the organization 
also feels that it is of the key interest of the 
United States and CEE that Russia is demo-
cratic and governed by the principles of the 
rule of law. Until that happens, however, a 
strong adherence to Western values and 
awareness of Russia’s history of manipula-
tion and causing discord should be the 
guiding principle in the process of reaching 
any agreements.

Polish American Congress statement
on Russia’s campaign of misinformation

Dear Editor:

In her article “How much is your heri-
tage worth?”(August 23) Roma Lisovich 
expressed concerns that the first Ukrainian 
(Ruthenian) Catholic church in the U.S. 
would likely be razed before her article 
appeared in print. No doubt it will be by 
the time this letter is printed; a photo dated 
September 17 on the web showed only half 
the facade still standing. 

In its early years it was said to have 
served about 15,000 parishioners, argu-
ably making old St. Michael’s the first 
megachurch in America.

Ms. Lisovich is dismayed at Metropolitan 

Stefan Soroka’s decision to raze it and her 
feelings “that our collective history is being 
destroyed” are poignant and true. 

However, the cold facts are that some 
religious communities survive and preserve 
their heritage much better than others. 
According to the 2015 Annuario Pontificio, 
the Ukrainian Catholic Church in America 
lost half of its members during the metro-
politan’s 15-year tenure and now stands at 
50,000. Even more startling is the drop in 
the Philadelphia Archeparchy itself: down 
80 percent from about 70,000 to just 
14,000. 

Gone are the 1960s when the church 
had 590,000 members, and I am sure these 
factors weigh heavily on the metropolitan’s 
mind when he contemplates the future of 
his and our Church and community. 

R. B. Worobec
Alexandria, Va.

Razing America’s
first megachurch

 LETTER TO THE EDITOR

There was a lack of emphasis on 
Russia’s terror in Ukraine during the 
recent Republican Party presidential con-
tenders’ debate. Russia must be pleased. 

True, several chided the current admin-
istration for its tepid response to President 
Vladimir Putin’s invasion of Ukraine; even 
criticized U.S. participation in the disman-
tling of Ukraine’s nuclear capability. None, 
however, went as far as admitting that the 
U.S., and other signatories of the Budapest 
Memorandum, have a legal obligation to 
defend Ukraine after insisting it give up its 
nukes to the Russians. Now Russia is the 
ultimate threat to global peace and securi-
ty as it deliberately advances its aggres-
sion.

Clearly, Ukraine does not carry the same 
weight with many as the ISIS terrorists, 
even though Russia is the more dangerous 
enemy. This is a grave mistake. Russia is 
now repeating the Ukraine scenario in 
Syria: a covert, and not so covert, military 
presence for the control of the state – all of 
this denied and couched in terms of global 
peace and security.

Elections are a key expression of citi-
zens’ direction for their governments. The 
questions below were developed by the 
Canadian Group for Democracy in Ukraine 
and sent to the national party leaders of 
Canada aiming to win the federal elections 
on October 19. 

Late last month, during the Canadian 
party leaders’ foreign policy debate, all 
three were on the same page regarding 
Ukraine. Prime Minister Stephen Harper 
summed it up: the Conservatives will 
never agree to the illegal annexation of 
Crimea nor recognize any illegal elections 
in the Donbas. The Liberal Leader, Justin 
Trudeau, said his party would do more: 
sanction more Russian oligarchs doing 
business in Canada.

The questions are applicable to demo-
cratic politicians worldwide. Do you know 
where your political representative stands 
on Ukraine? Ask and find out.

1) Russia’s aggression is of concern to 
the entire world. Russia wants to break the 
European Union and gradually impose its 
own authoritarian, corrupt, oligarchic sys-
tem of government. Ukraine is the only 
country fighting in a real – not cold – war, 
defending democracy by standing up to 
President Vladimir Putin’s return to the 
Dark Ages of might is right and mafia crim-
inality. How are you helping Ukraine win 
for democracy, for all of us?

2) How do you envisage operating in a 
world where Mr. Putin’s criminal regime – 
together with dictator-partners in Iran, 
Syria and elsewhere – walks over interna-
tional law in order to gain advantage?

3) The cost of Russia’s 18 months of ter-
ror in southeastern Ukraine is estimated at 
some 7,000 dead; 6,000 soldiers, civilians 
and children missing – children are a par-
ticular target for kidnapping and removal 
to Russia to fill its population gap; and over 
1.4 million displaced. Despite dictating the 
terms of the Minsk peace agreements, 
Russia has never adhered to them. What 
are your plans for dealing with Russia’s 
human catastrophe in Ukraine and Syria?

4) Your government provides assistance 
to Ukraine as a way of protecting our own 
peace and security. How does it plan to 
achieve ultimate victory for democracy 
over Russian aggression?

5) President Putin has repeatedly defied 
the Minsk agreements and accelerated the 
war on sovereign Ukraine. Will your gov-
ernment add him and Foreign Affairs 
Minister Sergey Lavrov to the sanctions 
list? 

6) It is estimated that Mr. Putin and his 
oligarchs – politicians who use state assets 
to enrich themselves – have hidden billions 
of dollars in the European Union and other 
global safe havens. Ukraine, bankrupted by 
oligarchs, must now rely on financial sup-
port from the IMF and other entities. How 
will your government ensure that the oli-
garchs’ assets, which rightfully belong to 
Ukraine, will be repatriated?

7) We know from past experience that 
too often international aid falls into corrupt 
hands. How will you ensure that assistance 
to Ukraine will be used as intended?

8) What policy changes will you seek 
from NATO vis-a-vis Ukraine’s defense 
against Russia, which seeks to destroy 
NATO?

9) Considering the ominous implica-
tions for global peace and security of 
actions by Russia and its rogue partners – 
Iran, Syria and others – will you stand up 
to Russia by increasing commitment to 
Ukraine’s military?

10) The Putin regime has abducted and 
imprisoned numerous prominent 
Ukrainians – among them are film produc-
er Oleh Sentsov, who was sentenced to 20 
years, and Oleksander Kolchenko, a politi-
cal activist from Crimea, who got 10 years. 
Military pilot Nadiya Savchenko may get as 
much as 25 years as her condemnation of 
Russia’s criminality angers Mr. Putin. How 
will you deal with Russia – a signatory of 
international agreements – and its disre-
gard for international law and human 
rights, and return to Stalin’s show trials?

Now, it’s your turn. Ask these questions, 
or make up your own, at political meetings, 
via social media, in e-mails; or by phoning 
the politicians.

This is your way of defending freedoms 
enjoyed in democracies like ours. Ukraine 
deserves the same. If you don’t ask, who 
will?

Answer these questions 
if you want my support!

From a Canadian Angle
by Oksana Bashuk Hepburn

Oksana Bashuk Hepburn may be con-
tacted at oksanabh@sympatico.ca.

The Ukrainian Weekly welcomes letters to the editor and commentaries on a variety 
of topics of concern to the Ukrainian American and Ukrainian Canadian communities. 
Opinions expressed by columnists, commentators and letter-writers are their own and do 
not necessarily reflect the opinions of either The Weekly editorial staff or its publisher, the 
Ukrainian National Association.

Letters should be typed (double-spaced) and signed (anonymous letters are not 
published). Letters are accepted also via e-mail at staff@ukrweekly.com. The daytime 
phone number and complete mailing address of the letter-writer must be given for veri-
fication purposes. (A daytime phone number is essential in order for editors to contact 
letter-writers regarding clarifications or questions.)

Please note: The length of letters cannot exceed 500 words. Letters may be edited or 
abridged. 

GUIDELINES
FOR LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
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The day-long forum, “Ukraine’s Ongoing 
Battle for Freedom: The Risk of Western 
failure in Political,  Economic and 
Humanitarian Assistance,” also featured a 
video-recorded speech by Ukrainian 
President Petro Poroshenko, in which he 
expressed his country’s gratitude for the 
support of the U.S. government and 
American people and for standing with 
them in their fight for freedom.

“Ukraine needs firm trans-Atlantic unity 
and world solidarity to push Russia into the 
framework of international law,” he told the 
more than 400 registered participants of 
the forum, which was organized by the U.S.-
Ukraine Foundation. He stressed that 
Ukraine also needs adequate aid for the 
people suffering from this war and for the 
implementation of the Ukrainian “compre-
hensive agenda for reform.”

President Poroshenko singled out the 
“critical assistance” received from the 
International Monetary Fund and other 
institutions in helping Ukraine “to keep our 
economy afloat” and the humanitarian 
assistance gracefully provided by the United 
States, the United Nations, the European 
Union, the International Committee of the 
Red Cross and other organizations, which, 
he said, “is a huge help for the many thou-
sands of misplaced civilians, wounded sol-
diers and civilians… and a push for peace 
and security.”

Among other Ukrainian officials partici-
pating in the forum were Ukraine’s ambas-
sador in Washington, Valeriy Chalyi, 
Defense Minister Stepan Poltorak and 
Finance Minister Natalie Jaresko. Ms. 
Jaresko focused her presentation on the 
current humanitarian and economic crisis 
in Ukraine, which has killed approximately 
8,000 people and injured 18,000 more, 
most of them civilians, she said.

With 1.5 million people – 70 percent of 
them women and children – fleeing from 
their homes in Crimea, the Donbas and 
other parts of the country, Ukraine is suffer-

ing a major migrant crisis, she said, pointing 
out that this is the eighth largest such crisis 
in the world, and the least-funded.

As for the economic situation, she noted 
that the previous administration, the 
Yanukovych “regime-autocracy,” had 
brought about a financial meltdown and 
amassed enormous debt, “for which the 
country today must pay the price.” The 
hryvnia has lost 70 percent of its value; 
unemployment is high; the educational sys-
tem and students are suffering; and retirees 
are not getting adequate pensions.

“We’re on the brink of a financial melt-
down, all the while fighting a war to protect 
our freedom,” Minister Jaresko said, but she 
added that things are now improving and 
that she is optimistic about the future.

The U.S. State Department’s coordinator 
of assistance to Europe and Eurasia, Alina 
Romanowski, also expressed her optimism 
about the direction Ukraine is heading. She 
pointed out that there are reports about 
positive reforms in the police and judicial 
systems, and that economic reforms and 
improvements in the pension, budget and 
energy systems are “beginning to bear fruit.”

She noted that there have been some fair 
local elections and that Ukraine’s exports 
have increased – with exports to the United 
States rising by 36 percent, by 10 percent 
to Asia and by 6 percent to the European 
Union.

“Throughout this difficult but hopeful 
period, the United States’ message has been 
clear and unequivocal: We stand with the 
people of Ukraine in their search for justice, 
human dignity, security, defense of their 
territorial integrity and sovereignty, and a 
return to economic health, and for the 
European future they have chosen and 
deserve,” Ms. Romanowski said.

While a number of members of Congress 
had indicated that they would come by and 
address this Ukrainian Forum in the Capitol 
Congressional Auditorium, a number of 
them could not make it because of the sur-
prise announcement that morning by the 
Speaker of the House John Boehner (R-Ohio) 
that he plans to retire from his position.

Among those who did address the forum 

were Rep. Ed Royce (R-Calif.), who chairs 
the House Foreign Affairs Committee; Rep. 
Sheila Jackson Lee (D-Texas); and Speaker 
Boehner’s Ohio colleague in the House, 
Rep. Marcy Kaptur (D), who co-chairs the 
House Ukrainian Caucus.

Rep. Royce, who recently visited Kyiv 
and Dnipropetrovsk with a bipartisan 
Congressional delegation, stressed that the 
problem there is Russia. “Everyone wanted 
the same outcome. They wanted Russia 
out,” he said. “The only way we are going to 
get peace is Russia has to pull out.”

“It is absolutely imperative that the 
United States allow Ukraine to defend 
itself,” which would include providing it 
with anti-tank weapons, Rep. Royce added.

He pointed out that another “Achilles’ 
heel” in the situation there is the present 
dominance of Russian television in the dis-
semination of information throughout 
Eastern Europe, and he recommended the 
revival of Radio Free Europe/Radio Liberty 
and the Voice of America, which were so 
effective during the Soviet era.

He characterized the appointment of Ms. 
Jaresko, a Ukrainian American, to be 
Ukraine’s finance minister as “essential” to 
the proper development of Ukraine’s future 
– “because it took us generations in the 
United States to get to the point where we 
had reformed our institutions in the way in 
which they were functioning properly.”

He also called on the Ukrainian 
American community “to step up the effort 
to press harder on the House level, the 
Senate level and the administration to take 
the steps necessary to give Ukraine the 
backing it needs.”

The panel discussion featuring Ukraine’s 
religious leaders included Patriarch Filaret 
of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church – Kyiv 
Patr iarchate;  Ukrainian Cathol ic 
Metropolitan Archbishop Stefan Soroka of 
the U.S. (via video from Philadelphia); 
Sheikh Akhmed Tamim, the mufti of 
Ukraine’s Muslims; Pastor Dale Armstrong, 
international director of the American 
Pastors Network, who has been involved in 
Ukraine for more than 20 years; and Rabbi 
Yaakov Dov Bleich, the chief rabbi of Ukraine 

since 1990 (via video from Kyiv).
Among the participants in the “View 

from Washington” panel were two former 
U.S. ambassadors to Ukraine, Steven Pifer 
and John Herbst. The latter pointed out that 
Russia’s current focus on the Middle East 
may well help the ceasefire in Ukraine to 
last. The key to its resolution, he said, will 
be Ukraine and its Western supporters not 
letting up.

Also presenting their analyses on that 
panel were Orest Deychakiwsky (U.S. 
Commission on Security and Cooperation 
in Europe), Edward Chow (Center for 
Strategic and International Studies), 
Katrina Lantos-Swett (U.S. Commission on 
International Religious Freedom); and the 
m o d e ra t o r,  A m b a s s a d o r  Te m u r i 
Yakobashvili, head of the New International 
Leadership Institute.

Another former U.S. ambassador – to 
Kazakhstan and Georgia – William 
Courtney participated in the panel discus-
sion about “Zones of Vulnerability” with the 
governors of two Ukrainian oblasts – 
Georgiy Tuka (Luhansk) and Ihor Rainin 
(Kharkiv), both via video.

Presenting an overview of the humani-
tarian crisis, Dawn Calabia, senior honorary 
advisor at Refugee International, described 
the areas at the border separating Ukraine 
and the Russian occupied territories, which 
are cut off from Ukraine and in need of food 
and other assistance. Co-panelist Neal 
Bratschun, a strategist with Armada, noted 
that 11 percent of Ukrainians are directly 
affected by that conflict and need $316 mil-
lion in aid, of which $116 million (37 per-
cent) is funded by the United States, the 
largest contributor.

The forum concluded after another 
panel discussion about the gaps in assis-
tance to Ukraine, a “Clarion Call to Action” 
by retired U.S. Gen. Wesley Clark, and a 
reception and “networking opportunity.”

The forum was organized by the U.S. 
Ukraine Foundation (Nadia K. McConnell, 
president) and co-sponsored by the House 
Ukraine Caucus and Senate Ukraine 
Caucus, in cooperation with the Embassy of 
Ukraine and Save Ukraine Now.

(Continued from page 1)

DC forum...

U.S. Rep. Marcy Kaptur (D-Ohio), who co-chairs the House Ukrainian Caucus, 
speaks at the forum on Ukraine held in the U.S. Capitol.

Yaro Bihun

Ukraine’s Chief Rabbi Yaakov Dov Bleich addresses forum participants via video. 
Seated in front of the video screen are panelists, with Mufti Sheikh Ahmed Tamim 

and Patriarch Filaret on the far left.

Ukraine, as the bulk of the gas that Ukraine 
pumps from the EU is, essentially, 
Gazprom’s gas. The high prices that Russia 
charged in 2012-2014 were political. Also, 
the current throughput capacity of the 
pipelines used by Ukraine to import gas 
from the EU is insufficient for increasing 
gas deliveries from there. Ukraine has been 
able to do without Russian gas for many 
months in 2014-2015 because its industry 

has been in deep recession. However, the 
Ukrainian economy is expected to return to 
growth next year, so it will need more gas. 
Also, domestic gas production is likely to 
decline this year due to high taxes and war. 

Therefore, Ukraine’s best efforts to 
wean itself off of a dependency on Russian 
energy supplies will continue to be an 
uphill battle for the coming year.

The article above is reprinted from 
Eurasia Daily Monitor with permission from 
its publisher, the Jamestown Foundation, 
www.jamestown.org.

(Continued from page 2)

Ukraine to resume... Are you a supporter of our 

Publication Endowment Fund?

In May 2014, the Ukrainian National Association established the Publication 

Endowment Fund, thus taking a step toward ensuring the continuing good work and ser-

vice to the community at large of its two most important fraternal benefits: The 

Ukrainian Weekly and Svoboda.

To contribute to the endowment and secure these newspapers’ future, donors should 

make checks payable to the Ukrainian National Foundation, the UNA’s charitable arm, 

with the notation in the memo line: FBO (that’s short for “for the benefit of”) Publication 

Endowment Fund. Checks should be mailed to the UNA Home Office at 2200 Route 10, 

Parsippany, NJ 07054.

Thank you for your anticipated support!



9THE UKRAINIAN WEEKLY      SUNDAY, OCTOBER 11, 2015No. 41

ning, that we will continue to do our utmost 
to strengthen the bilateral and strategic 
partnership between our two nations, and 
will pledge to continue our efforts to secure 
Ukraine’s right to self-determination,” she 
added. 

Ms. Olexy also extended an invitation to 
Mr. Poroshenko to participate in the 
November unveiling ceremony of the 
Holodomor Memorial in Washington. She 
stated that this event will be “a truly histor-
ic moment for the global Ukrainian com-
munity…to show the world our Ukrainian 
unity… and solidify our common message – 
‘Ukraine Remembers ,  the  World 
Acknowledges!’ ”

Ms. Olexy went on to say “Mr. President, 
as you prepare to address the United 
Nations, please know that we stand in soli-
darity and unity with Ukraine. The time has 
come for the international community to 
uphold the founding principles of the 
United Nations – of maintaining peace and 
stability – and lend their full support and 
assistance to Ukraine. We wish you good 
health and continued fortitude in defending 
Ukraine’s territorial integrity, strengthen-
ing her democracy and ensuring her right-
ful place within the Euro-Atlantic commu-
nity of democratic nations.”

In concluding her remarks, Ms. Olexy 
relayed the Ukrainian American community’s 
warmest wishes to the president on the occa-
sion of his birthday, after which all assembled 
sang “Mnohaya Lita” (Many Years).

Andrij Futey, executive vice-president of 
the UCCA, then presented a special gift, an 
icon of the Virgin Mary written by well-
known Ukrainian American iconographer 
Daria Hulak-Kulchytsky, from the Ukrainian 
American community to the president on 
the occasion of his birthday. Mr. Futey 
remarked, “…We know from history that the 
Virgin Mary was the protector from enemy 
hands and the key to life from the days of 
Kyivan Rus’ through the Kozak period to the 
present day. Mr. President, may the Virgin 
Mary always protect you and bless you in 
your fruitful work for the good of Ukraine 
and all her people… Glory to Ukraine!”

Mr. Poroshenko then took the podium 
and graciously thanked the Ukrainian 
American community, noting that it is 
extremely important for Ukrainians to feel 
unity within the world today. “We urgently 
need trans-Atlantic unity. We need solidari-
ty with Ukraine, because there is nothing 
more important in the world today than the 
crisis in Ukraine. It is a civilizational strug-
gle, not an internal conflict, as the aggres-
sor is trying to portray,” he said.

The president also thanked the 
Ukrainian American community for its con-
tributions to the development of the 
Ukrainian army, noting “We are fighting for 

the freedom of the world, democracy in the 
world. That’s why we will win.” According 
to Mr. Poroshenko, the best scenario for 
Ukraine would be if Russia withdrew its 
troops and released the Ukrainian hostag-
es. Ukraine would then be able to restore 
control over its border, and peace would 
return quickly to the Donbas. The key ele-
ment of de-escalation, he stated, is the 
Minsk agreements.

The president concluded that it would 
be a “good tradition” to begin every foreign 
visit with a meeting with the diaspora, call-
ing them “true heroes who made a signifi-
cant contribution to Ukraine’s struggle for 
freedom and are now making a vital contri-
bution to the reformation of the country.” 
The diaspora contributes greatly to the 
international support for Ukraine, and 
“such support is the key to our victory,” Mr. 
Poroshenko said.

Following his remarks, Mr. Poroshenko 
bestowed the Order of Princess Olga (III 
grade) on UCCA President Tamara Olexy; 
and presented the Order of Danylo 
Halytsky to the family of Ukrainian 
American Mark (Markian) Paslawsky, who 
was killed in the Donbas defending the 
independence and sovereignty of Ukraine 
from militants and occupants. 

The attendees honored the memory of 
the fallen warrior with a moment of silence. 
“For me, he is an example of a true 
Ukrainian – a patriot and a Christian. He 
died as a hero defending Ukraine,” 
President Poroshenko said.

The evening’s sponsors were Self 
Reliance (NY) Federal Credit Union and 
SUMA Yonkers Federal Credit Union. 

President Petro Poroshenko addresses diaspora members at the Ukrainian Institute 
of America.

UCCA Executive Vice-President Andrij Futey presents an icon of the Virgin Mary, 
written by well-known Ukrainian American iconographer Daria Hulak-Kulchytsky, 
from the Ukrainian American community to President Petro Poroshenko on the occa-

sion of his 50th Birthday.

Ukraine’s president honors the late Mark (Markian) Paslawsky by presenting the 
Order of Danylo Halytskyi to his mother, Orysia Paslawsky, and brother, Nestor 

Paslawsky.

Presidential Administration of Ukraine

(Continued from page 1)

Ukrainian American...

IN THE MEDIA: Charlie Rose interviews Vladimir Putin
The September 27 broadcast of “60 

Minutes” on CBS featured an interview with 
Russian President Vladimir Putin conduct-
ed by the well-known interviewer Charlie 
Rose. Following are excerpts from the tran-
script of the broadcast.

CBS lead in: Recent tension between 
the United States and Russia began after 
Ukraine’s President Yanukovych was 
overthrown and fled to Russia. Putin 
responded by annexing Crimea, leading 
the U.S. and Western allies to impose 
tough economic sanctions against 
Russia.

President Putin: Ukraine is a separate 
and major issue for us. It is our closest 
neighbor. We’ve always said that this is 
our sister country. It’s not only a Slavic 
people. We have common history, com-
mon culture, common religion and many 
things in common. What I believe is abso-

lutely unacceptable is the resolution of 
internal political issues in the former 
USSR republics, through “color revolu-
tions,” through coup d’états, through 
unconstitutional removal of power. That is 
totally unacceptable. Our partners in the 
United States have supported those who 
ousted Yanukovych.

Charlie Rose: You believe that the 
United States had something to do with 
the ousting of Yanukovych, and he had 
to flee to Russia.

President Putin: I know that for sure.
Charlie Rose: How do you know that 

for sure?

President Putin: I know those people 
who live in Ukraine. We have thousands of 
contacts with them. We know who and 
where, when, who exactly met with some-
one and worked with those who ousted 

Yanukovych, how they were supported, 
how much they were paid, how they were 
trained, where, in which countries, and 
who those instructors were. We know 
everything.

(CBS note: For the record, the U.S. gov-
ernment has denied any involvement in the 
removal of the Ukrainian leader.)

Charlie Rose: You respect the sover-
eignty of Ukraine?

President Putin: Sure. But we want 
countries to respect the sovereignty of 
other countries and Ukraine in particular. 
Respect for sovereignty means to not 
allow unconstitutional action and coup 
d’états, the removal of legitimate power.

Charlie Rose: How will the renewal 
of legitimate power take place in your 
judgment? How will that come about? 
And what role will Russia play?

President Putin: Russia has not taken 
part and is not going to take part in any 
actions aimed at removing the legitimate 
government.

Charlie Rose: You have a military 
presence on the border of Ukraine. And 
some even argue that there have been 
Russian troops in Ukraine.

President Putin: Well, you do have a 
military presence in Europe?

Charlie Rose: Yes.

President Putin: American tactical 
nuclear weapons are in Europe. Let’s not 
forget that. What does this mean? Does it 
mean that you’ve occupied Germany or 
that you’ve transformed the occupation 
forces into NATO forces? And if we have 
our military forces on our territory, on the 
border with some state, you believe this is 
a crime?
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Schur spotlights Terry Sawchuk in docu-drama on NHL’s ‘iron man’ goalie
by Christopher Guly

WINNIPEG, Manitoba – Unlike many of his late-teen 
contemporaries in Winnipeg during the mid-1980s, Danny 
Schur resisted the old saw that the “only way up was out” 
of the city.

He not only stayed, but has also become a multi-tasking 
artist who has found fame in celebrating the city’s rich his-
tory on stage and film.

Mr. Schur is currently working on a musical on the life of 
Louis Riel, who brought Mr. Schur’s home province, 
Manitoba, into Canadian Confederation in 1870, but who 
was executed for high treason 15 years later after leading a 
resistance to federal encroachment of land claimed by his 
Métis people of mixed European and Indigenous ancestry.

Next summer, Mr. Schur’s well-known musical about the 
historic 1919 Winnipeg General Strike, one of Canada’s 
most famous labor disruptions, goes into production as a 
feature film. The principal character in “Strike!” is named 
Mike Sokolowski, who in reality was a Ukrainian-born man 
who allegedly threw a brick at police during a violent clash 
with police and military, and died after being shot through 
the heart. He was believed to be 40 years old at the time, 
and largely forgotten by history until Mr. Schur chose to 
use Mr. Sokolowski’s name for his protagonist based on 
another Ukrainian Canadian, Harry Damaschuk, who had 
an actual role in events leading up to that Bloody Saturday 
demonstration.

Mr. Schur has contacted Academy Award-winning direc-
tor Tom Hooper (“The King’s Speech”) to direct “Strike!” 
the film.

With “Strike!” Mr. Schur used fictional elements to bring 
a human face to a sad and violent chapter in Winnipeg’s 
history. However, he needed no such dramatic device with 
a biographical film he recently completed. Its subject’s life 
was incredible enough without requiring creative license, 
but somehow escaped Mr. Schur’s radar until recently.

A lifelong hockey fan and player as goaltender since the 
age of 8, Mr. Schur, 49, grew up idolizing National Hockey 
League great Ken Dryden, the Montreal Canadiens’ cele-
brated and cerebral goalie. Mr. Schur became interested in 
a man regarded in many circles as the NHL’s greatest goalie 
and a Ukrainian Canadian folk hero late only last year dur-
ing a conversation with Andrew Hladyshevsky, president 
of the Ukrainian Canadian Foundation of Taras Shevchenko 
and vice-chair of the Endowment Council for the Canadian 
First World War Internment Recognition Fund. 

Mr. Schur received a $50,000 (about $38,000 U.S.) grant 
from the fund to write, with “Strike!” collaborator Rick 
Chafe, a screenplay for a feature film, “The Braiders,” about 
yet another sad chapter in Canadian history when more 
than 8,500 “enemy aliens” – mainly Ukrainians – were held 
at 24 receiving stations and internment camps from 1914 
to 1920. Mr. Schur is hoping to cast Oscar-nominated 
actress Vera Farmiga in the lead and/or direct the film.

Mr. Schur recalls Mr. Hladyshevsky asking him, “Why 
aren’t you doing anything on Terry Sawchuk? He’s a 
Winnipegger, a Ukrainian Canadian, and a goalie like you.”

That was enough to convince Mr. Schur to start 
researching this late hockey legend’s life. What he discov-
ered is the stuff that could be fiction.

Terrance Gordon Sawchuk played an astounding 21 sea-
sons as an NHL goalie – 14 of them with the Detroit Red 
Wings for whom he led the team to win three Stanley Cups. 

The last time the Toronto Maple Leafs won that champion-
ship trophy (in 1967), Sawchuk was in the net.

Inducted into the Hockey Hall of Fame a year after his 
death in 1971, he won the Vezina Trophy, awarded to the 
NHL’s best goalie, four times, and held the league record 
for career shut-outs (103) for 39 years until New Jersey 
Devils’ goaltender Martin Brodeur beat it in 2009 with 124 
career shut-outs. But to reach that milestone, Mr. Brodeur 
needed to play in over 250 regular-season games more 
than Mr. Sawchuk did to reach his achievement, Mr. Schur 
points out.

“A goalie is lucky if he can play 10 years because it’s so 
hard on the knees, and Sawchuk more than doubled that,” 
Mr. Schur says. “He was the original iron man.”

Yet Mr. Sawchuk, the son of a Ukrainian-born tinsmith, 
Louis Sawchuk, was lucky he even made it to the NHL in 
1950.

At the age of 12, while playing hockey with his buddies, 
the future great broke his right arm at the elbow, but didn’t 
tell his mother. Left untreated, the arm fused in such a way 
that he was unable to straighten it for the rest of his life. 
That fracture was the start of an extraordinary string of 
injuries Mr. Sawchuk, who stood 5-foot-11, would suffer 
during his NHL career.

Playing at a time when goalies wore no helmets or 
masks, his face was, as Mr. Schur describes it, 
“Frankensteined” with some 440 stitches, including three 
in his right eyeball.

“Sawchuk typifies the pigheaded, proud, underdog 
North End Ukrainian Winnipegger with a little bit of a chip 
on his shoulder,” explains Mr. Schur. “He didn’t complete 
high school, so he felt the only thing he could do was play 
hockey and clung to that career for dear life.”

Even if it meant dealing with constant pain, both physi-
cal and psychological. 

To better see pucks coming toward him and to improve 

his sense of gravity, Sawchuk would bend very low in the 
net and keep his back parallel to the ice – an impossible 
posture that resulted in ruptured spinal discs and a perma-
nent stoop.

He also struggled with depression, a sign of weakness in 
the mid-century Mad Men-era when the North American 
male mainly masked his internal demons. So Sawchuk self-
medicated with booze and became an alcoholic.

“A cousin of his told me that he was a very dark, brood-
ing, non-smiling guy,” says Mr. Schur.

However, he explains, for his time, Sawchuk was “an 
icon in the hockey world” and revered by hockey fans in 
the same way Wayne Gretzky would be decades later. 

Sawchuk’s raw talent was undeniable. In 1997, The 
Hockey News ranked him number 9 (the highest for a goal-
tender) on its list of The Top 100 NHL Players of All-Time. 
But his popularity was likely as much a result of his com-
mon-man background with roots in the rough-and-tumble 
neighborhoods of North End Winnipeg, where he was 
born, and East Kildonan, where he was raised in an often 
volatile home environment.

“He was a journeyman hockey player who made 
$18,000 a year playing for Detroit, and there was a blue-
collar respect between him and his fans,” Mr. Schur 
explains. 

In his film, “Made in Winnipeg: The Terry Sawchuk 
Origin Story,” Mr. Schur explores the Winnipeg backdrop to 
the early hockey career of the “Big Uke,” as his Red Wings 
teammates called him.

Winnipeg-born, Vancouver-based Ukrainian Canadian 
Markian Tarasiuk, plays Sawchuk between the ages of 18 
and 24. 

Although the 22-year-old only played a bit of hockey 
before, he could skate and, according to Mr. Schur, he 
“nailed it” in portraying Sawchuk. 

When Mr. Schur sent the hockey legend’s sons Terrance 
and Jerry – two of Mr. Sawchuk’s seven children, both of 
whom live in Detroit – a video clip from the Winnipeg win-
ter shoot with Mr. Tarasiuk, one of the sons’ colleagues 
thought Mr. Schur had sent them archival footage of their 
dad in color.

The two sons also appear in the film and visit some key 
touchstones in their father’s life, including his boyhood 
home, the elementary school he attended and the rink 
where he played hockey.

Another rink, the Terry Sawchuk Arena, is where Mr. 
Schur premiered the 30-minute film, at ice level, on 
September 26. He hopes to air the $30,000 (about $23,000 
U.S.) docu-drama – which received $8,500 ($6,400 U.S.) 
from the Shevchenko Foundation – on television, or at the 
very least post it online, to share the largely untold story of 
a remarkable goaltender’s beginnings 45 years after his 
untimely passing at the age of 40.

The Red Wings officially retired Sawchuk’s No. 1 jersey 
in 1994. Through his filmic homage, Mr. Schur’s goal is to 
ensure that knowledge of Sawchuk’s primacy as a player is 
not lost on future generations of hockey fans.

“I hope this movie brings more awareness of how great 
an athlete Terry Sawchuk was and what he did for the 
sport of hockey,” says Mr. Tarasiuk, who collected Terry 
Sawchuk hockey cards as a child. “I was extremely happy 
to bring him to life on the screen and hopefully my perfor-
mance will also make Winnipeggers more proud of his leg-
acy.”

A young Terry Sawchuk
Manitoba Sports Hall of Fame

Markian Tarasiuk playing the role of Terry Sawchuk circa 1948. Danny Schur with Terry Sawchuk’s son’s Terrance (left) and Jerry (right).
Danny Schur Courtesy of Danny Schur
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Tyt i Tam releases latest CD recording, “Obriad” (Ritual)

Denver’s Rebel restaurant earns praises from adventurous foodies

PARSIPPANY, N.J. – Saskatoon’s Tyt i Tam band’s lat-
est CD, “Obriad” (Ritual), was released at the end of 
July and features a 12-track recording with reinter-
preted Ukrainian folk-rock.  This is the band’s fourth 
studio album and does not have a typical “zabava 
band” sound.

Founded in 2002, band members include Matt 
Gruza on accordion; Carissa Klopoushak on violin, 
vocals, guitar, sopilka, tylynka and lira; Mark 
Klopoushak on drums, vocals, percussion and violin; 
Steve Kodak on bass, vocals and percussion; and Clint 
Moroziuk on guitar and vocals.

Tyt i Tam performs a unique and progressive style 
of Ukrainian folk music. 

Each member has an extensive background in many 
varied styles of music, which when fused together cre-
ates Тут і Там’s signature sound. 

As stated on the band’s Facebook page: “Тут і Там’s 
creative arrangements and sincere musicality tran-
scend the studio and contribute to their dynamic live 
shows.”

Selections from Obriad include favorites such as 
“Vesnianka,” “Arkan” and “Nese Halya Vodu,” but also 
re-imagined classics like “Sumnyi Sviatyi Vechir”  
(which dates from the second world war) that 
describes the ongoing war between Ukraine and 
Russia.    

The band performed this summer at Canada’s 
National Ukrainian Festival in Dauphin, Manitoba, and 
at the Saskatoon Folkfest as part of the Karpaty 
Pavilion.

The “Obriad” recording was funded in part by the 
Ukrainian Canadian Foundation of Taras Shevchenko 
and the Ukrainian Canadian Congress – Saskatchewan 
Provincial Council. 

Other recordings to the band’s credit include: “Tyt i 
Tam” (2006), “Azh do Rannia” (2008), “Tyt i Tam” 
(2010) and “Medove Pyvo: Shchedriy Vechir” (2012).

Readers can learn more about the band by going to 
Tyt i Tam’s website, www.tytitam.com or via e-mailing 
tytitamband@gmail.com. The band’s music is also 
available for purchase on iTunes and on CDbaby.com.

PARSIPPANY, N.J. – Two longtime 
Ukrainian friends from New Jersey, Bo 
Porytko and Dan Lasiy, who are living their 
dream in Denver with the successful launch 
of Rebel restaurant. Both are chefs and co-
owners of the restaurant.

Since its opening on July 14, Rebel has 
been featured in the top food reviews for 
Denver and nationally by Zagat and others. 

Zagat.com listed Rebel among Denver’s 
top-10 “Hottest New Restaurants,” and in its 
review stated: “This eclectic American 
haunt in RiNo [River North] from New 
Jersey transplants and chefs Bo Porytko and 
Dan Lasiy features an adventurous board of 
small plates and main dishes, including fired 
kimchi croquettes, pierogi stuffed with foie 
gras and mushrooms, and a whole lamb’s 
head displayed on a silver platter, all of 
which are unleashed in a smashing dining 
room bedecked with ornate tinned walls, 
handcrafted community tables and a strik-
ing copper-topped bar that pours every-
thing from craft beer to clever cocktails 
focused on housemade shrubs.”

The website states: “…Rebel Restaurant 
is a unique dining experience, unlike any 
other. Rebel is part miniature Biergarten, 
part English gastro pub and part Cheers, 
paired with exceptional food and outra-
geous cocktails that showcase our sick 
sense of humor.”

In speaking to The Ukrainian Weekly, 
Chef Lasiy explained:  “It’s been a shocker 
considering it has been a little over two 
months since we opened, but we’ve found a 
receptive audience, and the neighborhood 
is similar to Brooklyn. We did not intend to 
have a ‘shock’ menu, as many of the items 
are not what you would expect to find.  We 
play toward the local tastes, like our piero-
gies filled with pork and green chilies – a 
Colorado combo staple. Other popular 
pierogi filings have been the potato and 
smoked cheese. Some people don’t like 

mushrooms, but they’ll try the foie gras-
and-mushroom-filled pierogies. The lamb’s 
head has also been a local favorite.”

Chef Porytko noted: “The feedback has 
been awesome. Considering it is only week 
10 for us since opening, we’re still brand 
new, but already we’re seeing that we’ve 
begun something. The neighborhood 
where we are located is going through a 
revival, including a new light rail system 
nearby and the tide is turning. We’re a little 
off the beaten path, and it has taken a sec-
ond for people to find us. Our formula has 
been high-grade food served in a casual 
atmosphere. The communal dining is part 
of the experience at Rebel, and we’re think-
ing of new ways to engage locally. Some 
ideas include a chef competition on a 
monthly basis.”

“With our Ukrainian offerings, we’ve 
found that cooking pierogies at high alti-
tude is also something that required the 
traditional recipes to be modified,” added 
Mr. Porytko. “We’re also thinking of adding 
holubtsi in the rotation. And we’ve just sold 
out of the bigos.”

The rotating menu selections are based 
on what is sustainably available, not limited 
to necessarily what is in season.  Other 
Ukrainian-inspired offerings include green 
chili bigos (braised pork belly with sauer-
kraut, thyme and caramelized shallots). 
“We’ve found that sauerkraut is not that 
popular in Colorado,” Mr. Lasiy said.

But what has earned Rebel its adventur-
ous following is its showcase of less-often 
used cuts, such as sweetbreads, beef heart 
tartare, roasted pigs head or lambs head, 
among others.

Mr. Lasiy, 32, originally from Livingston, 
N.J., with 12 yeas of professional culinary 
experience, and Mr. Porytko, originally 
from Morris Plains, N.J., and also an experi-
enced chef, “…share a passion for not only 
food, but the way it brings people together. 

Rebel is a culmination of everything that 
has inspired them over the years. It pays 
homage to food history but utilizes a newer 
approach to what a restaurant can be,” as 
noted on Rebel’s website.

Joining the Rebel team are Kyle Foster, 
an experienced chef who has added his tal-
ents in the kitchen, and general manager 
Steve Boensch, who is a Philadelphia native.

The restaurant allows walk-ins only, and 
its hours are Mon.-Thrus. 5 p.m. – 10 p.m., 
Fri.-Sat. 3 p.m. – 10 p.m., Sun. closed. 
Readers can learn more by subscribing to 
Rebel Restaurant’s Facebook page, by tele-
phone, 303-297-3902, visit the restaurant, 
located at 3763 Wynkoop Street, Denver 
CO 80216, or the restaurant’s website, 
www.rebelrestaurant.com.   
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  Friday night – Welcome, warm up by the 
fire in the Main House Lobby with hot cider 

Sunday - Breakfast and guided hike to see the foliage

Weekend package rate 
for two nights:
$275 based 
on double occupancy,
including tax and gratuities

Just planning to spend the day  
with us on Saturday? 
Join us on the shuttle to the farm  
with bagged lunch for $20. 
Please call to reserve your space on the 
bus or for dinner as space is limited.
Fall-themed dinner  
(with a complimentary glass  
of wine): $35

            Saturday – Breakfast, shuttle bus to pick and purchase 
         your own apples and pumpkins (bagged lunch included), 
     stop at Robibero Vineyards on the ride back to Soyuzivka
  Return to dinner, featuring a special fall menu 
Enjoy board games and movies 

LIKE 
  Want to keep up to date on developments in Ukraine?

The Ukrainian Weekly 
on Facebook 

to read the latest!
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pick their local officials in elections that 
meet international standards, are compli-
ant with Ukrainian law and monitored by 
the OSCE,” U.S. State Department spokes-
man Mark Toner said in Washington. 
Ukrainian officials said on October 5 that 
French President Francois Hollande and 
German Chancellor Angela Merkel had put 
strong pressure on Russian President 
Vladimir Putin to get the rebels to delay the 
elections. The rebels did not say when 
exactly their polls will take place now. They 
said, however, that their elections will be 
held only after Kyiv grants the territories 
they control “special status” within Ukraine 
that would give them the right to develop 
closer ties with Russia. The statement also 
sought full amnesty for everyone who has 
taken part in the conflict. The rebels also 
demanded a new vote in the Ukrainian 
Parliament on constitutional amendments 
regarding elections that would first be 
agreed with the rebels themselves. Kremlin 
spokesman Dmitry Peskov called the reb-
els’ decision “one more example of a flexi-
ble and constructive approach in the inter-
ests of the implementation of the Minsk 
agreements.” (RFE/RL, with reporting by 
Agence France-Presse, UNIAN, Interfax, 
TASS and RIA Novosti)

Smaller-caliber weapons being withdrawn

KYYIV – Ukrainian government forces 
and Russian-backed separatists have start-
ed withdrawing small-caliber weapons 
from the front line. Military spokesman 
Ruslan Tkachuk said the “synchronized 
withdrawal from the frontline” began on 
October 5 in the eastern Luhansk region, 
involving tanks, antitank cannons, and 
mortars. The rebels in Luhansk confirmed 
that the weapons were being withdrawn. 
The separatist forces in the Donetsk region 
are also scheduled to withdraw weapons 
from the frontline. Arms with a caliber of 
less than 100 millimeters are to be pulled 
back a distance of 15 kilometers within 41 
days. A spokesman for international moni-
tors in the area, Michael Bociurkiw of the 
Organization for Security and Cooperation 
in Europe (OSCE), told the BBC there was 
“encouraging” movement of heavy weap-
ons. The pullback is part of the ceasefire 
agreement signed in Minsk in February. 
(RFE/RL, based on reporting by the BBC, 
TASS, and Interfax)

Russia plans base near Ukraine border

MOSCOW – Russia is reportedly plan-
ning a second major military base near the 
Ukrainian border. Citing public documents, 
the Reuters news agency reported on 
September 23 that the Defense Ministry 
intends to turn an old military depot in the 
town of Boguchar, 45 kilometers from the 

border with Ukraine, into a base. The new 
base in Voronezh Oblast is to house dozens 
of buildings and special facilities for more 
than 5,000 troops and 1,300 armored vehi-
cles. The agency said the ministry planned 
to transfer a motorized rifle brigade to 
Boguchar along with troops trained in how 
to respond to nuclear, biological, and chem-
ical attacks. Early that month, Reuters 
reported that Moscow had started building 
a major military base near the town of 
Valuiki, in Belgorod Oblast, close to the 
Ukrainian border. (RFE/RL, based on 
reporting by Reuters)

Russia to ban Ukrainian air traffic

MOSCOW – Russia is closing its airspace 
to Ukrainian airlines starting on October 25 
in reprisal for a ban that Ukraine imposed 
last week on Russian carriers. The Russian 
transport agency said on September 28 that 
it is imposing the ban on instructions from 
Russian Prime Minister Dmitri Medvedev. 
The measure is in response to a decision by 
Ukrainian authorities on September 25 to 
ban Aeroflot, Transaero and other Russian 
air companies from flying into Ukraine, also 
starting on October 25. Kyiv, whose ban is 
aimed at punishing Russia for its annexation 
of Crimea and its support for Ukrainian sep-
aratists in the east, is also barring Russian 
transit flights if the aircraft carries military 
personnel or dual-use goods. Moscow 
branded Kyiv’s move at the time as an “act of 
madness.” Also in September, Ukrainian 
President Petro Poroshenko expanded a list 
of sanctions against Russian companies and 
individuals, targeting 400 officials and 90 
companies. (RFE/RL, based on reporting by 
the Associated Press, Agence France-Presse 
and TASS)

Ukraine sanctions cargo operator 

KYIV – Ukraine’s state-run railway com-
pany has suspended cooperation with a 
cargo branch of Russian Railways as part of 
a wave of sanctions against Russia over its 
support for separatists in the country’s 
east. Ukrzaliznytsya said on September 29 
that it “is not handling cargo and [rail] cars 
operated by Russia’s freight railway opera-
tor Freight One or its daughter company.” 
On September 25, Ukraine banned Russian 
airlines, including Aeroflot, from flying to 
Ukraine from October 25, prompting 
Russia to impose similar restrictions on 
Ukrainian airlines flying in Russian air-
space. Earlier in September, Kyiv expanded 
a list of sanctions against Russian compa-
nies and individuals, targeting 400 officials 
and 90 firms. (RFE/RL, based on reporting 
by Reuters and Interfax)

U.S. official visits border guards

KYIV – Kenneth Myers, director of the U.S. 
Defense Threat Reduction Agency (DTRA), 
visited the Ukrainian State Border Guard 
Service (SBGS) in Kyiv on September 23 to 

oversee the transfer of 8 hydraulic telescop-
ic excavators worth $1.9 million and to 
inspect other equipment that DTRA has 
transferred to the border guards. The exca-
vators will be used to build defensive securi-
ty earthworks on Ukraine’s borders. Since 
April 2014, DTRA has provided nearly $40 
million worth of operations equipment and 
training to help the Border Guard Service 
respond quickly to emerging border threats 
and to secure Ukraine’s borders, including in 
areas where little or no border security or 
infrastructure previously existed. This has 
been critical in the face of Russia’s illegal 
annexation of Crimea and its ongoing desta-
bilizing activities in eastern Ukraine. The 
equipment DTRA has given to the SBGS has 
also allowed it to respond to WMD (weap-
ons of mass destruction) threats in eastern 
Ukraine, as well as incidents of trafficking of 
chemical and explosive materials at the 
Crimean Administrative Boundary. (U.S. 
Embassy Kyiv)

Fitch: Ukraine in partial default 

LONDON – The Fitch ratings agency has 
declared Ukraine in partial default and 
downgraded the cash-strapped country 
after it failed to make payment on bonds it 
has been trying to renegotiate with credi-
tors. Fitch declared the partial default on 
$500 million in Eurobond obligations on 
October 6 after Ukraine did not make pay-
ment following a grace period. It then 
downgraded the country’s main credit rat-
ing to “restricted default.” Ukraine has been 
struggling with its debts since entering a 
deep economic recession after war broke 
out with pro-Russian insurgents in its east-
ern industrial heartland early last year. 
Ukraine struck a deal in August to restruc-
ture much of its debt, but a small group of 
private lenders torpedoed the agreement, 
leading Kyiv to launch an exchange offer. 
Fitch said the “distressed debt exchange” 
for $18 billion in Eurobonds is designed to 
avoid default and will harm creditors. Rival 
ratings agency Standard & Poor’s similarly 
declared Ukraine in selective default last 
month, saying Kyiv’s offer to creditors 
would include a 20 percent “haircut” in the 
money they are owed. Fitch said it expects 
the debt exchange to be successful and it 
will upgrade Ukraine’s credit rating shortly 
afterward. (RFE/RL, based on reporting by 
Agence France-Presse and International 
Business Times)

Soldiers wounded in Ukraine’s east

KYIV – Kyiv says Russian-backed sepa-
ratists have “cynically” violated a ceasefire 
in eastern Ukraine by firing an anti-tank 
missile. The Ukrainian military said the 
October 7 attack wounded four soldiers. 
The attack undermines earlier comments 
by President Petro Poroshenko, who said a 
“real truce” had begun in the country’s east, 

(Continued on page 13)
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but warned that peace was still a long way 
off. Addressing students undergoing mili-
tary training in Kyiv, Mr. Poroshenko said 
the end of war will come “when the last 
piece of the Ukrainian land is liberated 
from the enemy, the occupant, the invader,” 
he said. A ceasefire agreed in Minsk in 
February was often broken, but has been 
widely upheld in the past month. The con-
flict between Ukrainian government forces 
and rebels has killed more than 7,900 peo-
ple since April 2014. (RFE/RL, based on 
reporting by Agence France-Presse, 
Reuters, Interfax and TASS)

Chornobyl teems with wildlife 

CAMBRIDGE, Mass. – Some 30 years 
after the world’s worst nuclear accident, 

Chornobyl has evolved from a disaster zone 
into a nature reserve teeming with elk, deer 
and wolves, a scientific study has found. 
The remarkable turnaround in the area, 
which was declared off-limits for people 
after the accident in 1986, suggests radia-
tion contamination is not hindering wildlife 
from breeding and thriving. The study, 
which was published October 5 in the 
Current Biology journal, also shows how 
wild mammals are drawn to areas left 
untouched by humans despite such con-
tamination. “When humans are removed, 
nature flourishes – even in the wake of the 
world’s worst nuclear accident,” said Jim 
Smith, a specialist in earth and environ-
mental sciences at Britain’s University of 
Portsmouth. “This doesn’t mean radiation is 
good for wildlife, just that the effects of 
human habitation, including hunting, farm-
ing, and forestry, are a lot worse,” he said. 
“It’s very likely that wildlife numbers at 

Chornobyl are now much higher than they 
were before the accident.” Dr. Smith and co-
researchers took the opportunity to see 
what happens to wildlife in an area where 
contamination is heavy but people are 
largely absent. Earlier studies in the 
4,200-square-kilometer Chornobyl 
Exclusion Zone showed major radiation 
effects and pronounced reductions in wild-
life populations. But new evidence, based 
on long-term census data, shows that mam-
mal populations have bounced back. The 
study found a relative abundance of elk, roe 
deer, red deer, and wild boar – with popula-
tion rates similar to those found in four des-

ignated, uncontaminated nature reserves in 
the region. The number of wolves living in 
and around the Chornobyl site is more than 
seven times greater than can be found in 
comparable nature reserves. And helicopter 
survey data also reveals rising trends in the 
abundance of elk, roe deer and wild boar 
from one to 10 years after the accident. The 
findings “illustrate the resilience of wildlife 
populations when freed from the pressures 
of human habitation,” said Jim Beasley of 
the University of Georgia in the United 
States, who co-led the work. (RFE/RL, with 
reporting by Reuters and Agence France-
Presse)

(Continued from page 12)
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With deep sadness we announce the passing of 

Roman Makaruschka
(son of Liubomyr Makaruschka and Nadia Voynarovska)

Born: May 24, 1938 - Lviv, Ukraine
Died: September 22, 2015 - Bonn-Bad Godesberg, Germany

Funeral services were held in Bad Godesberg 
on Friday, October 9, 2015.

Remaining in sorrow are:

sister  - Lydia Jarosewich with children Irene, Martha,   
     Andrew and families.

cousins  - Daria Jarosewich, Andrew Woynarowski, 
     Ihor Makarushka, Olena Makarushka-Kolodiy, 
     Mark Niekracz, Chrysant Makarushka, Andrew 
     Makarushka, Christine Allmon, Oksana    

     Makarushka Chomut, Ihor Voyevidka and families. 

Memorial services on the 40th day will be held at: 
• Ukrainian Catholic National Shrine of the Holy Family,   

       Washington, DC
• St. Andrew Ukrainian Catholic Church, Parma, Ohio
• Immaculate Conception Ukrainian Catholic Church, 

            San Francisco, California
• Ss. Volodymyr and Olha Ukrainian Catholic Church, 

       Chicago, Illinois

Eternal Memory

Myron Sydorowych
94, of DeWitt, died September 12, 2015 peacefully 

at his home surrounded by his family. Mr. Sydorowych 
was born February 28, 1921 in Zolotkowych, Ukraine. 
He studied in Lviv, Ukraine, later fought for his homeland in World War II, 
then emigrated to the United States where he graduated from the New 
Jersey Institute of Technology with a degree in Mechanical Engineering. 
He went on to do his graduate work at Syracuse University.

Mr. Sydorowych retired from Carrier Corporation where he worked as 
an Engineer/Manager for 30 years. He was a communicant of St. John 
the Baptist Ukrainian Catholic Church, was a member of ASHRAE, and 
was past president of the Self Reliance Federal Credit Union in Syracuse. 
He was instrumental in computerizing the credit union and later in the 
purchase of the former St. John the Baptist Ukrainian Catholic Church 
Convent House where the present credit union is now located. He was 
also instrumental in the merger of the Self Reliance Federal Credit Union 
with the Rochester Ukrainian Federal Credit Union which are both now 
called the Ukrainian Federal Credit Union. He was past president of the 
Ukrainian American Seniors Club, and the Ukrainian Congress Committee 
of America. For many years he taught the English language to newcomers 
from Ukraine. He helped them settle into their new homeland, helped 
them with their education and � nding jobs.

He leaves behind his wife of 48 years, Julia Switenko Sydorowych; his 
son and daughter-in-law, Mark and Renee Sydorowych; his daughter and 
son-in-law, Roxana and Matthew LaForce; grandchildren, Luke, Adrianna, 
Josh, Zennon and Bodie; nieces and nephews and extended family 
members in the United States and Ukraine, and many friends.

Funeral services were held on Saturday, September 19, 2015, at St. John 
the Baptist Ukrainian Catholic Church in Syracuse, NY. Mr. Sydorowych 
was laid to rest in St. John the Baptist Ukrainian Catholic Cemetery. 

Contributions may be made to St. John the Baptist Ukrainian Catholic 
Church, The Roof Fund, 207 Tompkins St, Syracuse, 13204; Ukrainian 
Catholic Education Foundation, 2247 W. Chicago Ave., Chicago, IL 60622, 
and Hospice of CNY, 990 7th North St., Liverpool, NY 13088.

May his memory be eternal.
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St. Michael’s Parish in Tucson hosts Sen. John McCain
St. Michael’s Parish

TUSCON, Ariz. – St. Michael Ukrainian 
Catholic Church here was the scene of a 
town hall meeting with Sen. John McCain 
on Saturday, October 3.

When Russia invaded Crimea and start-
ed fomenting rebellion in the Donetsk and 
Luhansk oblasts of eastern Ukraine, 
Ukrainians in Tucson, as in so many other 
diaspora communities, protested with a 
downtown demonstration, with prayers for 
Ukraine, and by calling on their congressio-
nal representatives to support the sover-
eignty and territorial integrity of Ukraine. 
Both Tucson and national media outlets ran 
interviews with the Tucson pastor, Father 
Andriy Chirovsky, who is also a professor at 
the Sheptytsky Institute in Ottawa.  

Delegations from the Ukrainian commu-
nity in Tucson also visited the offices of 
Arizona Sens. McCain and Jeff Flake.  Since 
Sen. McCain has been a staunch supporter 
of Ukraine, having appeared on the Kyiv 
Maidan in December 2013, and having vis-
ited Ukraine several times since, Ukrainian 
Tucsonans invited the senator, through his 
staff, to pay a visit to St. Michael’s, the only 

Ukrainian institution in southern Arizona.  
More than a year later that invitation paid 
off, as Sen. McCain held a town hall meeting 
at the parish.

The church hall was filled to capacity, 
with many in the crowd wearing Ukrainian 
embroidered finery. A delegation of 
Ukrainians from the Phoenix area (over 
100 miles away) supplemented the Tucson 
Ukrainian community. Greeted with tradi-
tional bread and salt upon his arrival by 
“Dobrodiyka” (the pastor’s wife) Halyna 
Chirovsky and Dr. Ihor Kunasz of the 
Ukrainian-American Society, the senator 
made his way to the front, taking his place 
next to Ukraine’s Honorary Consul, Taras 
Warwariw. 

The American national anthem was 
sung. Father Chirovsky introduced Sen. 
McCain and welcomed him to St. Michael’s, 
simultaneously summing up some of the 
community’s concerns.  

The senator then offered remarks for 
over twenty minutes, focusing his attention 
on Ukraine’s plight and demonstrating his 
deep expertise on the issue. The entire town 
hall meeting was dedicated to Ukraine and 
the U.S. response to Putinism. A question 

and answer period ensued, during which 
many community members were able to 
delve into a number of issues in some detail.

Along with other issues, attention was 
paid to the question of securing U.S. assis-
tance for seriously wounded Ukrainian sol-
diers, support for Ukraine’s struggle with 
post-Soviet corruption and the fate of 
Ukrainian pilot Nadiya Savchenko. Again 
and again, Sen. McCain showed himself to 
be very well informed and at times even 
ahead of the Ukrainian community on cer-
tain questions. He pledged to look into 
more help for wounded warriors, himself 
bearing the lasting scars of battle and tor-
ture as a POW during the Vietnam War.

A particularly moving moment occurred 
when a Ukrainian war hero, Lt. Volodymyr 
Hera, who is paralyzed due to spinal 
wounds received as he saved 400 Ukrainian 
servicemen from encirclement at the 
Luhansk airport in September of 2014, pre-
sented Sen. McCain with a shirt embroi-
dered in Ukrainian cross-stitch with a stars-
and-stripes pattern.  He thanked Sen. 
McCain for supporting Ukraine and asked 
him to continue to do so, to the emotional 
applause of those gathered. 

Sen. McCain lifted up the shirt for the 
crowd to see and stated with a broad smile: 
“I’ll wear this the next time I am in Kyiv.”

After addressing a number of questions 
from the community, the senator summed 
up by stating: “I don’t want to leave you in a 
pessimistic mood.  The Ukrainian people 
are extremely intelligent, cultured, brave 
and very resilient. They proved themselves 
with their incredible resistance during 
World War II and facing enormous chal-
lenges throughout their history.  They sim-
ply will not allow aggression and thuggish 
behavior to prevail.” 

Throughout the meeting, the senator 
made it clear that he thought whoever is 
elected to be the next U.S. president will do 
a better job of standing up for Ukraine than 
the present administration.

The afternoon event ended with the 
singing of the Ukrainian national anthem 
and group photos both in St. Michael’s hall 
and in the church itself.  Many in the com-
munity had a hard time deciding whether 
they wanted to be in the pictures or contin-
ue to snap away with their cellphone cam-
eras.  A number of individuals were able to 
score selfies with the senator. 

 COMMUNITY CHRONICLE

At the town hall meeting (from left) are: Father Andriy Chirovsky, Sen. John 
McCain, Honorary Consul Taras Warwariw and Dr. Ihor Kunasz. 

Some of the audience at the town hall meeting with Sen. John McCain at St. Michael’s 
Parish in Tucson.

Halyna Chirovsky

Ukrainian women leaders during the discussion: (from left) Ulana Mazurkevich, 
Roma Lisovich, Tamara Olexy and Marianna Zajac.

share their thoughts about the collective 
goal of supporting Ukraine in its current 
crisis.

The first lady also delivered brief 
remarks. In closing the meeting, she 
thanked the attendees for their work on 

behalf of Ukraine, saying, “You did not lose 
your roots. It would have been so easy to 
do, but instead you work with every being 
of your soul for Ukraine.” 

She continued, “I can feel that love that 
you have for Ukraine and her people.” Dr. 
Poroshenko ended the meeting by warmly 
thanking the Ukrainian diaspora for being 
“an efficient diplomatic bridge between 
Ukraine and America.”

(Continued from page 5)

Ukraine’s...

A solemn artistic tribute in memory of 
millions of Ukrainians who perished in the 
Holodomor will be held on Sunday, 
November 8, at 2 p.m. in the Lisner 
Auditorium at George Washington 
University. Performing will be: the 
Ukrainian Bandurist Chorus and Kobzarska 
Sich Ensemble (both directed and conduct-
ed by Oleh Mahlay), Ukrainian Chorus 
Dumka (artistic director and conductor 
Vasyl Hrechynsky), soprano Marta 
Zaliznyak-Derzhko, baritone Oleh Chmyr, 
violinist Solomiya Ivakhiv, pianist Angelina 
Gadeliya and the Hromovytsia Ukrainian 
Dance Ensemble (artistic director Roxana 
Dykyj-Pylypczak, choreographer Danusia 
Pylypczak Wasylyszyn). Among the pro-
gram’s highlights is Hromovytsia’s modern 
Holodomor-themed ballet, set partly to 
Ukrainian composer Myroslav Skoryk’s 
hauntingly beautiful “Melody.” Ticket prices 
range from $25 to $75 and are available 

through the U.S. Holodomor Committee 
website at http://ukrainegenocide.com/
event/holodomor-commemorative-con-
cert/ or directly from Lisner’s box office, 
http://lisner.gwu.edu/holodomor-com-
memorative-concert.

As a memento of the occasion, the U.S. 
Holodomor Committee is offering votive 
candles etched with the Holodomor logo 
and commemorative lapel pins with the 
Holodomor logo. Participants are encour-
aged to purchase the candle to be lit and 
held during the ceremony and wear the pin 
to honor the memory of the millions of vic-
tims of Stalin’s genocide of the Ukrainian 
nation. The candle and pin are $5 each and 
will be available at all events. For large 
advance orders of the Holodomor Memorial 
dedication mementos, readers may contact 
U.S. Holodomor Committee treasurer Hanja 
Cherniak at hanja@verizon.net. 

For further information about the dedi-
cation ceremonies, readers may contact the 
U.S. Holodomor Committee by e-mail at 
ukrainegenocide@gmail.com or by tele-
phone at 202-547-0018 or 212-228-6840.

(Continued from page 3)

Three days...

Visit our archive online: www.ukrweekly.com
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 COMMUNITY CHRONICLE

by Valentyna Hlushak

NEW YORK – On Saturday, September 
19, the Self-Reliance  School of Ukrainian 
Studies in New York City opened its doors 
for the new 2015-2016 school year, with 
nearly 200 students enrolled.

The school attracts families from New 
York, New Jersey and Connecticut. There 
were familiar faces, as well as new students 
and families who joined the school for the 
first time. Children and their parents come 
to Ukrainian school because they want to 
be part of the Ukrainian community, speak 
the Ukrainian language, learn about its his-
tory, culture and literature, and celebrate 
Ukrainian holidays.

If you happened to be in the “Ukrainian 
Village” section of Manhattan that day, you 
could not miss the school because it had 
big blue and yellow balloons decorating its 
entrance. The spirit was festive. Everyone 
was dressed in traditional embroidered 
shirts and blouses. The students were 
happy to return to school and meet their 
friends after the summer break. 

It has become the school’s custom to 
start the school year with a liturgy and a 
blessing at St. George Ukrainian Catholic 
Church. Ivan Makar, the principal of the 
school, welcomed everyone and officially 
opened the first day of school with a cele-
bratory speech. He emphasized that 
Ukrainian school plays an even more 
important role now than ever. “We cannot 
help build a better future for Ukraine with-
out knowing and respecting its history, cul-
ture and traditions. We need to learn about 
our past in order to be able to help build 
our future. We are Ukraine here in New 
York City,” he said. 

Natalia Duma, the president of the New 
York Branch of the Self-Reliance 
Association, which is the sponsor of the 

school, expressed her admiration of the 
younger generation that continues to cher-
ish and promote Ukrainian traditions here 
in the United States. 

After the official ringing of the first bell, 
everyone passionately sang the Ukrainian 
national anthem.

It has been over 65 years since the Self-
Reliance Saturday School of Ukrainian 
Studies was founded in New York City. It is 
an integral part of the Ukrainian diaspora 
in the U.S. The school plays an invaluable 
role in the lives of Ukrainian Americans 
who live so far from their ancestral home-
land. 

*  *  *
Classes are held Saturdays, from 9 a.m. 

to 1 p.m. St. George Academy is located at 
215 E. Sixth St., New York, NY 10003. To 
learn more about the Self-Reliance 
Saturday School of Ukrainian Studies in 
New York City, visit the school website at 
www.ukrainianschoolnyc.org.

by Halia Jurczak-Lodynsky

NEW HAVEN, Conn. – On Sunday, 
September 20, after the 10:30 a.m. divine 
liturgy at St. Michael Ukrainian Catholic 
Church, Congresswoman Rosa DeLauro 
spoke to the Ukrainian community about 
her trip to Ukraine last month. 

She spoke with conviction and with 
determination, and made it clear that she is 
dedicated to helping the Ukrainian people.

The program started with Halia 
Lodynsky, teacher at the Ukrainian School 
and Ukrainian community activist, welcom-
ing special guests and the community. 
Everyone then sang the American and 
Ukrainian national anthems. Ms. Lodynsky 
lit a candle during a moment of silence for 
all the people who died fighting for free-

dom in Ukraine. 
Immediately afterwards, the director of 

the Ukrainian School, Myron Melnyk, intro-
duced special guests Rep. DeLauro and the 
author of “Bloodlands” and Housum 
Professor of History at Yale University 
Timothy Snyder. 

Svyatoslav Vakarchuk, lead vocalist of 
the hugely popular rock band Okean Elzy, 
spoke about the younger generations in 
Ukraine and how they are helping the 
country. 

Another important guest was there was 
Roman Lutsiuk, a soldier from Ukraine who 
has been getting medical treatment at Yale 
New Haven Hospital since January. 

A younger guest who came to the pro-
gram was Maria Shevchenko of Kyiv, who is 
a student at Choate Rosemary Hall.

Rep. Rosa DeLauro addresses
Ukrainian community in New Haven

Back to Ukrainian school  
in New York City

HARTFORD, Conn. – Over 250 members and guests of the Ukrainian National Home 
of Hartford (UNHH) gathered on Saturday, September 26, to celebrate its 50th anniver-
sary, as well as the 80th anniversary of the Ukrainian American Citizens Club in that 
city. The anniversary program included performances by the Zolotyj Promin Ukrainian 
Dance Ensemble, Yevshan Ukrainian Vocal Ensemble, Halychanky Women’s Choir 
and the newly formed Women’s Bandurist Chorus, as well as dinner and a dance after 
the program. A certificate of appreciation for 50 years of service to the community was 
presented to the UNHH from Sen. Richard Blumenthal. An anniversary book highlight-
ing 80 years of the Ukrainian American Citizens Club’s service to the community was 
presented to members and guests in attendance. 

– Roman Kolinsky

NEW YORK – The New York branch of the Ukrainian Congress Committee of America 
organized a protest against the sentencing of filmmaker Oleh Sentsov to a 20-year 
term in a maximum-security prison on trumped-up charges of terrorism. The sentence 
was handed down by a Russian court in Rostov-in-Don. Dozens of demonstrators with 
flags and placards gathered in Times Square on August 30 to demand freedom for Mr. 
Sentsov and his co-defendant Oleksandr Kolchenko.

Roman Kebalo

Alex Zaporozhtsev

Hartford community celebrates 
two major anniversaries

New Yorkers protest Sentsov sentence

Students of the Self-Reliance School of Ukrainian Studies in New York City.

Students of the ninth grade with their teacher, Valentyna Hlushak.

Andriy Koval

Reunited friends Yuriy Antoniv and Ivan 
Kozak.
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The Ukrainian National Association Inc.

will host a presentation by

“Wellness and Nutrition 
as a Means to Healthy Longevity”

Dr. Petrusia G. Kotlar

Dr. Kotlar, chiropractor,  is a 
well-known alternative health care 
provider practicing for 31 years.  
Her holistic wellness practice in 
NYC encompasses spinal health, 
nutrition, exercise and apitherapy.  
As part of her continuing education 
studies, Dr. Kotlar has completed 
coursework on Nutritional Proto-
cols for Daily Living, Principles 
of Digestion, and Fundamentals 
of Herbal Therapy in Endocrinol-
ogy and Cardiac Health, among 
others.

Sunday, November 15, 2015, at 1:00 p.m.
at the Ukrainian American Cultural Center of NJ
60C North Jefferson Rd., Whippany NJ  07981

Topics to be discussed include:

Admission: gratis
Healthy snack tasting Organized by the UNA New Jersey District

• Ethno-nutrition
• Seasonal Eating
• Nutritional Trends in 2015
• Alternatives to Chemical Medicine
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by Petrusia Sawchak

KERHONKSON, N.Y. – For the fourth con-
secutive year, Mykola Stroynick, a tennis 
teaching professional from New York State, 
and Marko Krasij, a math lecturer from 
Texas University, battled against each other 
in the men’s finals held at the Soyuzivka 
Heritage Center during the glorious Labor 
Day weekend. This year Stroynick over-
came Krasij 6-2, 6-4 in an intense and com-
pelling match between two adversaries, but 
this year Stroynick came back more deter-
mined to regain the title. They have been 
alternating winning for the past four years:  
Krasij in 2014, Stroynick in 2013, Krasij in 
2012, and Stroynick in 2011. 

After winning the final, Stroynick said, “I 
love coming to the USCAK tennis tourna-
ments at Soyuzivka every year. I especially 
like the great competition, which has recent-
ly been with Marko Krasij and look forward 
to playing here for many more years.”

Unfortunately, in the women’s division 
there were too few competitors despite the 
fact that the stipends were there. Originally 
from Ukraine Lesia Bilak Schinnerer, (Pa.) a 
highly accomplished five-time champion, 
who participated on  the professional 
International Tennis Federation (ITF) Tour 
for a year, easily beat Svetlana Goletz, (Conn.) 
a long-time competitor at Soyuzivka known 
for her gracious manner, 6-0, 6-1.  Last year’s 
finalist, Halyna Kostenko, a sports journalist 
from Kyiv, was unable to attend for personal 
reasons as well as Anastazija Koval, a college 
student, due to injury.

This was the 60th year that USCAK (the 
Ukrainian – based acronym for the 
Ukrainian Sports Federation of the U.S.A. 
and Canada) has been conducting the 
national tennis championships during the 
Labor Day weekend at the Soyuzivka 
Heritage Center. Players, who come from all 
over the U.S., sometimes Canada, and recent-
ly Ukraine, look forward to competing with 
each other at Soyuzivka. This year they were 
also fortunate to have great weather which 
helped with the scheduling of matches.

The opening ceremonies for both the ten-
nis and swimming championships were held 
on the deck of the swimming pool on 

Saturday, September 5. After formal presen-
tations of the flags and the playing of the 
American, Ukrainian and Canadian national 
anthems, George Sawchak, the director of the 
USCAK Tennis Committee, officially greeted 
all the players, organizers, dignataries and 
spectators to this event. A moment of silence 
was given to Jurij Kupchynsky, who passed 
away this summer. He was a long-time great 
athlete in Ukrainian sports, member of 
Carpathian Ski Club, and initially participated 
in tennis and swimming competitions on 
Labor Day at Soyuzivka.

Mr. Sawchak acknowledged the  main 
sponsors of this tournament for many 
years: the Ukrainian National Association 
(UNA), a fraternal organization that has 
been serving the Ukrainian community 
unyieldingly for more than a century with 
endowments, life insurances and annuities 
and provides trophies for the tournament, 
and John Hynansky, owner of Winner 
Automotive Group (Del.) with companies in 
the U.S. and Ukraine, which offers mone-
tary stipends to the winners and finalists in 
the men’s, women’s and junior groups. It is 
these stipends which help attract talented 
players to the tournament. He also thanked 
Soyuzivka Manager Nestor Paslawsky, 
Assistant Manager Stefko Drabyk and Office 
Administrator Sonia Semananyszyn for 
their cooperation and assistance.

Other speakers included President of 

USCAK Myron Bytz and Roma Lisovich, 
Treasurer of Ukrainian National Association, 
who officially opened the tournament.

Many of the men played in more than 
one group because they enjoy the competi-
tion this provides. 

In getting to the finals Stroynick elimi-
nated Yuriy Pereyaslavskiy (N.Y.) 6-0, 6-1, 
in the semifinals, and Krasij defeated 
Mykola Nalywayko (N.J.) 6-0, 6-0.

In the men’s 35 in a round robin format, 
Mykola Nalywayko came in first, Steve 
Sosiak (N.J.), second, retaining his title from 
last year. 

In the men’s 45, round robin, Steve 
Sosiak repeated last year’s win with George 
Walchuk (N.J.) coming in second. 

In the men’s 55, one of the best matches 
of the tournament was played between 
George Petrykevych (Conn.) and George 
Hrabec (Mass.) with Petrykevych winning 
7:6 (10-8), 6:1.

In the men’s 65, last year’s winner 
Yaroslav Sydorak (Calif.) overcame 
Petrykevych 6:3, 6-1, retaining his title.

Junior boys played in two groups also in 
a round robin format. Marko Gural won in 
both groups. In the older group, Pavlo 
Buzko was the finalist, and in the younger 
group both Kase Schinnerer and Danylo 
Sosiak shared second place with Eric 
Schinnerer winning the consolation.

Closing ceremonies were held on Sunday 

after the matches were concluded. USCAK 
Tennis Director George Sawchak thanked all 
the players for their participation, and the 
sponsors of the tournament: Mr. Hynansky, 
UNA, and Soyuzivka for their loyal support. 
He also commended members of the USCAK 
Tennis Committee, Messrs. Hrabec and Ivan 
Durbak, for their assistance.

Danylo Sosiak was awarded the Mary 
Dushnyck Sportsmanship Trophy deter-
mined by the USCAK Tennis Committee. 
Mrs. Dushnyck, past supreme vice-presi-
dentess of the UNA, was a participant of 
this annual tennis tournament from 1956 
until she could no longer do so. She was 
very much loved and respected for her 
many years of contributions to the Labor 
Day tournament.

The following memorial trophies were 
established but not all were presented: 
Roman Rakoczy Trophies to the men’s and 
women’s winners; men’s – Bohdan Rak 
Trophy; women’s – Constantine Ben 
Trophy; men’s 35 and over – Jaroslav Rubel 
Trophy; men’s 45 and over – Dr. Wolodymyr 
Huk Trophy; and the men’s 55 and over – 
Dr. Petro Charuk Trophy.

UNA Treasurer Ms. Lisovich officially 
closed the annual USCAK Tennis 
Tournament congratulating all the winners 
and finalists and inviting everyone to 
return again next year and to continue sup-
porting UNA and Soyuzivka.

USCAK East tennis tournament results
KERHONKSON, N.Y. – The USCAK-East tennis tournament, which was held at the 

Soyuzivka Heritage Center during the weekend of June 27-28, were forced to have 
many of their final matches postponed to different dates due to inclement weather.

The results of the tournament finals were as follows:
• Men’s – Yuriy Pereyaslavskiy def. Pavlo Buzko 6-0, 6-0.
• Boys’ singles – Marko Gural def. Danylo Sosiak 6-1, 6-0.
• Girls’ singles – Nastya Dudaryk def. Katya Kopach 6-1, 6-1.
• Senior Men’s 65 – George Petrykevych def. George Hrabec 7-6, 6-1.
• Girls’ doubles – Katya Kopach/Ariadna Louer def. Ksenia Lewycky/Elie Klim 6-3, 6-2.
• Mixed doubles – Nastya Dudaryk/Pavlo Buzko def. Molly Bis/Marko Bach 6-3, 6-1.
• Senior doubles – Don Kopach/Roman Rakoczy def. Steve Sosiak/George Hrabec 6-4, 6-1.

– Submitted by USCAK Tennis Director George Sawchak

Women’s group winner and finalist with tournament officials (from left): UNA 
Treasurer Roma Lisovich, USCAK Tennis Committee member George Hrabec, finalist 
Svetlana Goletz, winner Lesia Bilak Schinnerer, USCAK Tennis Committee member 

Ivan Durbak and Petrusia Sawchak.

 In the men’s group, winner Mykola Stroynick (fourth from left) holds trophies with 
(from left) USCAK Tennis Director George Sawchak, semi-finalist Yuriy 
Pereyaslavskiy, finalist Marko Krasij, UNA Treasurer Roma Lisovich and semi-finalist 

Mykola Nalywayko.

Danylo Sosiak (second from right) is awarded the Mary Dushnyck Sportsmanship Trophy.

Many participants of the 60th USCAK National Tournament held at the Soyuzivka Heritage Center.

Petrusia Sawchak

Petrusia Sawchak

Petrusia SawchakGeorge Sawchak

Soyuzivka hosts the 60th USCAK National Tennis Tournament
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prominent terrorists (Arseny “Motorola” 
Pavlov, Mikhail “Givi” Tolstykh, Aleksandr 
Zakharchenko) but not offering any specif-
ics.

It was these conditions that prompted 
pessimistic Ukraine observers to declare 
that Ms. Merkel and Mr. Hollande had 
essentially placed the burden of resolving 
the war on the Ukrainian government and 
that this would occur at the expense of the 
nation’s interests. 

Yuriy Romanenko, Kyiv political expert 
and editor of the hvylya.net news site, said 
civil war could break out if the Paris agree-
ments are fulfilled. Serhiy Rudenko, the 
chief editor of espresso.tv and a political 
commentator, described the new elections 
planned for February 21 – which would 
legitimize the Russian-backed terrorists – 
as “spitting on the memory of those who 
perished on the Euro-Maidan.”

Implementing the Paris agreements will 
lead to mass protests, pre-term parliamen-
tary elections and possibly presidential 
elections in 2016, said Mykhailo Basarab, a 
Kyiv political consultant. “It’s scary to think 
of what more can happen,” he said, pointing 
out that Mr. Poroshenko would be violating 
numerous promises if the Paris agreements 
are fulfilled. 

The president had called for constitu-
tional amendments only after control of the 
border is restored, yet the Paris agree-
ments call for this in reverse order. He had 
also called for approving the amendments 
after the elections, yet the agreements call 
for the reverse. Mr. Poroshenko also insist-
ed that the Minsk accords be fulfilled this 
year, yet it became apparent after the Paris 
meeting that this is highly unlikely.

Speaking on October 6, Mr. Lutsenko 
gave the impression that the Presidential 
Administration plans to contest many 
points of the Paris agreements post factum. 
Even before the summit, he said the 
Verkhovna Rada wouldn’t support elec-
tions under conditions of occupation. They 
might not occur until April of next year, he 
added.

 “Poroshenko forewarned his partners in 
the negotiations that he can’t guarantee an 
affirmative position from Parliament 
regarding the proposed changes,” said 
Oleksandr Kochetkov, a Kyiv political 
expert, adding that the information came 
from the foreign affairs minister and was 
repeated by Mr. Lutsenko. “The Verkhovna 
Rada won’t consent to it, so to speak. So we 
have a field to maneuver on.”

Mr. Lutsenko also said the special elec-
tion law must guarantee access to 
Ukrainian mass media on these territories, 
the participation of Ukrainian political par-
ties, the ability of refugees to vote and the 
formation of election commissions over-
seen by the Central Election Commission. 
It’s unclear whether the DPR and LPR 
would agree to these terms.

Messrs. Poroshenko and Lutsenko could 
also be engaging in a strategy that has been 
employed throughout the Minsk Accords 
process: withholding information from the 
public or blatantly distorting information 
when it’s likely to draw criticism or opposi-
tion, Mr. Basarab said.

A glaring example was the president’s 
October 4 interview with television report-
ers, in which he claimed that all the steps 
agreed to on October 2 – amending the 
Constitution, holding elections, renewing 
control of the border – would occur by the 
year’s end, when it was already apparent 
that would be impossible.

“The president knows a lot more than 
he’s revealing today,” Mr. Basarab said, add-
ing that he knows intense work is already 
under way in drafting the special elections 
law for the Donbas, which will be signed in 
Minsk. “The Ukrainian government took 
upon itself such obligations that revealing 
them to an unprepared society could be very 

dangerous. He prefers a strategy of revealing 
concessions in doses to the public.”

Mr. Basarab said he believes Mr. 
Poroshenko was pressured in Paris to 
accept the conditions of the plan, which 
were drafted by French diplomat Pierre 
Morel. On September 20, Mr. Poroshenko 
dismissed the Morel plan as just “his per-
sonal opinion,” insisting there was no pres-
sure on him from the Europeans. 

In the same television interview, Mr. 
Poroshenko continued to insist there is no 
Morel plan in place, even though the condi-
tions he agreed to verbally in Paris are 
identical.

“Understanding their fragile standing 
and Ukraine’s  fragi le  condit ion, 
Poroshenko and his team are trying to offer 
some explanation to the public,” Mr. 
Basarab said. “But they don’t have a consis-
tent interpretation of what happened in 
Paris. The president is acting on a plan that 
he hasn’t developed independently.”

Those who are optimistic about the 
negotiations process, led by Mr. Portnikov 
and Kyiv political veteran Sergiy Taran, said 
they expect ongoing haggling – throughout 
2016 – over the conditions of the elections 
and implementing other Minsk accords 
provisions. And it’s quite possible that 
Russia will stall.

But time is on the side of Ukraine as the 
current Western sanctions continue to chip 
away at the Russian economy, Mr. 
Portnikov said.

In this sense, the Ukrainian government 
can “endlessly debate” the election and 
amnesty conditions, and hold votes and re-
votes in Parliament on the various issues.

“Coalitions can collapse and be recreat-
ed, the president’s poll ratings can drop 
while the popularity of politicians calling 
for relinquishing the Donbas and conces-
sions from the West can strengthen,” he 
wrote on his Facebook page.

“Afterwards there can be the latest meet-
ing of the Normandy format in Paris or 
Berlin, at which the Russian side will 
reproach the Ukrainians for failing to 
engage in a real dialogue with ‘the repre-
sentatives of Donbas,’ which will lead to the 
latest postponement of elections. And all 
this time, sanctions against Russia will be 
acting,” he commented.

To dispel notions the Europeans had 
capitulated on Ukraine, Presidential 
Administration Deputy Head Kostiantyn 
Yeliseyev made note of numerous Russian 
demands that were rejected by the 
Europeans, such as immediate amnesty for 
all the terrorists and amnesty for all candi-
dates in local elections.

The Russians called for the terrorists to 
participate in drafting the special status 
constitutional amendments, which hasn’t 
happened, he said on October 5. They also 
called for delaying the launch of the 
European Union Free Trade Area beyond 
January 1, which wasn’t allowed, he said.

Yet Mr. Yeliseyev engaged in his own dis-
tortions, claiming the Ukrainian govern-
ment opposes drafting a Donbas special 
election law, when Mr. Lutsenko said the 
next day that this is needed.

The rest of Mr. Yeliseyev’s arguments – 
and the arguments of optimists like Mr. 
Portnikov – haven’t dispelled the widely 
held notion that what motivated the 
Europeans most in Paris was to sweep the 
Donbas mess under the rug, since they had 
bigger problems to deal with, both domes-
tically and abroad.

Mr. Poroshenko “underestimated the 
determination of France and Germany to 
get the Ukrainian matter out of the way in 
the most efficient manner possible,” Leonid 
Bershidsky, a columnist for the Bloomberg 
News agency, wrote on October 5. “After 
five hours of talks in the Elysée Palace, the 
Morel plan was imposed on Ukraine in a 
form more beneficial to Putin.”

results, after shaking hands and meeting 
around a common table with their French 
and German counterparts for about four 
hours. 

Mr. Putin also had a private meeting 
with Mr. Hollande beforehand, during 
which they reportedly discussed the situa-
tion in Syria.

Although Mr. Poroshenko considered a 
request for a bilateral meeting submitted 
by Mr. Putin, as reported by the 
Presidential Administration of Ukraine, the 
warring leaders didn’t meet. Neither of 
them spoke publicly afterwards, leaving 
that task to Mr. Hollande.

“We need to recognize that Merkel and 
Hollande – each in their own way – are 
handling their responsibilities as EU lead-
ers and were able to convince Putin to 
change his agenda from the Russian one to 
the Western one,” Mr. Portnikov wrote on 
his Facebook page on October 3. “That’s 
why it was they who spoke to journalists 
yesterday while he boiled with anger, like 
an old tea kettle, and didn’t say a word 
before or after the summit.”

As the leaders took to the negotiating 
table, the threat loomed of the self-declared 
Donetsk and Luhansk people’s republics 
DPR and LPR) holding local elections, 
under their own conditions, on October 18 
and November 1, respectively.

The European leaders had repeated 
statements in the preceding weeks that 
these illegal elections would have buried 
the Minsk accords in the annals of history.

Yet signs of hope emerged on September 
29 when the Trilateral Contact Group – 
involving representatives of Ukraine, the 
DPR/LPR and the OSCE – agreed to the 
removal of armaments of calibers less than 
100 millimeters from within 15 kilometers 

(about nine miles) of the conflict line.
Besides agreeing to influence the DPR/

LPR leaders to cancel the elections (as the 
Russian side has denied direct control over 
them), Mr. Putin also agreed to advise them 
to hold new elections based on a specially 
tailored Ukrainian law, which the Donetsk 
and Luhansk militants would participate in 
drafting.

“It’s necessary to understand that a large 
portion of Ukrainian society doesn’t have 
any desire to raise the issue of negotiations 
with the separatists,” said Volodymyr 
Fesenko, the head of the Penta Center for 
Applied Political Research in Kyiv. “That 
hasn’t been realized by Merkel and 
Hollande. The leaders of Germany and 
France haven’t always had valid assess-
ments of the situation.”

The elections would then occur no less 
than 90 days after the legislation’s approv-
al, during which the candidates would have 
political immunity. They would gain 
amnesty after the elections. Mr. Putin also 
reaffirmed Russian-backed forces’ plans to 
withdraw all arms from the conflict line. 

 The conditions won by Mr. Putin, which 
work to the advantage of the Russian-
backed terrorists, consist of those 
announced by Mr. Hollande: the Ukrainian 
Parliament is to approve constitutional 
amendments and the Donbas terrorists will 
hold elections based on the special election 
law with monitoring conducted by the 
OSCE, after which Russian soldiers would 
be removed and Ukraine’s control of its 
border would be renewed.

Mr. Hollande mentioned the need to 
exchange all hostages as a step before the 
elections and amnesty being made avail-
able to all terrorists. 

Yuriy Lutsenko, a close advisor to 
President Poroshenko, said on October 6 
that the Ukrainian government will oppose 
granting amnesty to those who engaged in 
torture and murder, naming the most 

(Continued from page 1)

Ukraine, Russia...
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Through Art exhibit, “Sixty Years an Artist: A Retrospective 
January 17, 2016 Exhibition of Works by Zenowij Onyshkewych,” The
New York Ukrainian Museum, 212-228-0110

Through October 18 Art exhibit, “Colors of Autumn,” Ukrainian Canadian Art
Toronto Foundation Gallery, www.kumfgallery.com or 416-766-6802

Through October 13 Film screening, “Winter on Fire: Ukraine’s Fight for 
New York Freedom,” International Film Center, 
 212-924-7771 or www.ifccenter.com/

October 13 Film screening, “Winter on Fire: Ukraine’s Fight for 
Ottawa Freedom,” Ukrainian Youth Association of Canada, 
 ottawa@cym.org or http://archive.cym.org/ca/ottawa

October 13 Film screening, “The Russian Woodpecker,” 
New York International Film Center, www.ifccenter.com or 
 212-924-7771

October 14 Presentation by Oleksandr Savchenko, “War of 
Cambridge, MA Civilizations: Ukraine vs Russia,” Harvard University, 
 http://huri.harvard.edu

October 16-18 Annual convention, League of Ukrainian Catholics, 
Kulpsville, PA Holiday Inn – Lansdale, 267-664-3857 or
 eluciw@comcast.net

October 16 Eastern European beer tasting, Ukrainian National 
Syracuse, NY Home, syracuseunh@syrucc.org or 315-478-9272

October 16 Book launch with Dr. Lubomyr Luciuk, “Tell Them We 
Toronto Are Starving, The 1933 Diaries of Gareth Jones,” 
 Ukrainian National Federation, www.unfcanada.ca
 or 416-925-2770

October 16-17 Art exhibit featuring works by Mykchailo Danylovych, 
Jenkintown, PA Dorian Fedkiw, Irena Galay and Halyna Mizak, Ukrainian
 National Women’s League of America, Ukrainian Educational
 and Cultural Center,  215-663-1764

October 17 90th anniversary banquet, Ukrainian National Women’s
New York League of America, Ukrainian National Home, 
 914-245-1366 or paniolia@hotmail.com

October 17 Ukrainian Harvest Festival, St. Mary Ukrainian Orthodox
New Britain, CT Church, 860-229-3833 or 860-677-2138

October 17 Book launch, “Ispovidnyk Viry Mizh Skhodom i Zakhodom.
New York Portret Ukrainskoho Kardynala Iosyfa Slipoho” by Iryna 
 Ivankovych and the Rev. Marko Yaroslav Semehen,
 Shevchenko Scientific Society,  212-254-5130

October 18 Art exhibit, “Ukrainian Women Artists of the Diaspora,” 
New York The Ukrainian Museum, www.ukrainianmuseum.org

October 18 Annual potato bake and fall festival, Bobriwka 
Colebrook, CT campground, www.bobriwka.com

October 19 Seminar with Andrey Ivanonv, “Escape from Rome: 
Cambridge, MA Feofan Prokopovych and the Fate of Ukrainian
 Orthodox Clergy in the Eternal City, 1650-1750,”
 Harvard University, www.huri.harvard.edu

October 21 Film screening, “Bekendor” by Anastasiya Kharchenko,
New York Ukrainian Film Club, Columbia University, 
 212-854-6525 or www.columbia.edu/cu/ufc

October 21 Presentation by Mykhaylo Yakubovych, “Religious and 
New York Cultural Rights of the Crimean Tatars: Challenges of
 Russian Annexation,” Columbia University,  212-854-4697

October 22 Ukrainian Day, University of Ottawa Ukrainian Students’ 
Ottawa Club, University of Ottawa, ouscweb@uottawa.ca

October 22-24 Annual Danyliw Seminar, Chair of Ukrainian Studies, 
Ottawa University of Ottawa, socialsciences.uottawa.ca/ukraine

October 23 Benefit international music, dance and talent show, 
Detroit International Institute of Metropolitan Detroit and 
 Children Helping Children, Detroit Opera House,
 www.saveukrainenow.org

Entries in “Out and About” are listed free of charge. Priority is given to events 
advertised in The Ukrainian Weekly. However, we also welcome submissions 
from all our readers. Items will be published at the discretion of the editors 
and as space allows. Please send e-mail to mdubas@ukrweekly.com.
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PREVIEW OF EVENTS
Saturday, October 17

NEW YORK: The Shevchenko Scientific 
Society invites all to a book launch of 
“Ispovidnyk Viry Mizh Skhodom i 
Zakhodom.  Portret  Ukrainskoho 
Kardynala Iosyfa Slipoho” by Dr. Jaroslav 
Pelikan (1923 -2006), Sterling Professor of 
History at Yale University. The program 
will feature an introduction by Prof. 
Leonid Rudnytzky and lectures by Iryna 
Ivankovych, executive director of the St. 
Sophia Society in the U.S., and Father 
Marko Yaroslav Semehen, president of the 
St. Sophia Society in Italy. The book launch 
will take place at the society’s building, 63 
Fourth Ave. (between Ninth and 10th 
streets) at 5 p.m. For additional informa-
tion, call 212-254-5130.
Wednesday October 21

NEW YORK: The Ukrainian Studies 
Program at the Harriman Institute, 
Columbia University, invites you to attend 
a presentation titled “Religious and 
Cultural Rights of the Crimean Tatars: 
Challenges of Russian Annexation” by Dr. 
Mykhaylo  Yakubovych (Nat ional 
University of Ostroh Academy). Dr. 
Yakubovych will discuss recent changes in 

the religious and cultural life of the 
Crimean Tatars resulting from the Russian 
annexation of Crimea in 2014 and will 
attempt to provide an assessment of their 
situation today. The lecture will take place 
at noon in the Marshall D. Shulman 
Seminar Room (Room 1219, International 
Affairs Building, 420 W. 118th St.). The 
event is free and open to the public. For 
additional information call 212-854-4697.

Sunday, November 1

ALEXANDRIA, Va.: The Washington Group 
Cultural Fund Music Series presents Vira 
Slywotzky, soprano, and George Shevtsov, 
piano, in a program of “Solospivy, 
Chansons and Songs”: story-driven songs 
and solo piano music by Ukrainian, French 
and American composers – from Debussy 
to Barber, Stetsenko to Schwartz, Saint-
Saens to Sondheim. A reception to meet 
the artists will be held immediately follow-
ing the performance. The concert will be 
held at 3 p.m. at The Lyceum, 201 S. 
Washington St., Alexandria, VA 22314. 
Suggested donation is $30; free admission 
for students; unreserved seating. For more 
information visit www.twgculturalfund.
org or e-mail twgculturalfund@gmail.com.

PREVIEW OF EVENTS GUIDELINES
Preview of Events is a listing of community events open to the public. It is a service pro-
vided at minimal cost ($20 per listing) by The Ukrainian Weekly to the Ukrainian commu-
nity.  Items must be no more than 100 words long. 

Preview items must be received no later than one week before the desired date of 
publication. Please include payment for each time the item is to appear and indicate 
date(s) of issue(s) in which the item is to be published. 

Information should be sent to preview@ukrweekly.com. When e-mailing, please do not 
send items as attachments – simply type the text into the body of the e-mail message. 
Preview items and payments may be mailed to: Preview of Events, The Ukrainian Weekly, 
2200 Route 10, P.O. Box 280, Parsippany, NJ 07054.

Christmas Card 
Project

Please Print
Name: _____________________________________________________________________________

ДРУКОВАНИМИ ЛІТЕРАМИ В УКРАЇНСЬКІЙ МОВІ

Name: _____________________________________________________________________________
PRINTED IN THE ENGLISH LANGUAGE

address: _________________________________________________________________________

Tel: ___________________________  E-mail: _________________________________________

DatE of birth _____________ NamE of school______________________________

UKRAINIAN NATIONAL ASSOCIATION, Inc.

7. Artists must be advised that entry into this 
contest constitutes (1) a waiver of all copyrights 
artists have in their entries, and (2) permission to 
republish entries without compensation.

8. Winners will be notified by October 24, 2015.

9. All entries must be received at the Ukrainian 
National Association, 2200 Route 10, Parsippany, 
NJ, 07054, Attn. O. Trytjak or oksana.trytjak@
verizon.net by Saturday, October 17, 2015;  late 
entries will not be considered. Tel. 973 292-9800 
x3071.

10. Judges’ decision will be final.

11. All proceeds are dedicated to educational 
and cultural programs for children at Soyuzivka.

12. Donations are tax exempt as permitted by 
law.

Last year’s Christmas Card Project with 
children between the ages of 6-18 was very 
successful. And thus the Ukrainian National 
Association will again hold a contest to select 
young artists to participate in the project. 
We hope to inspire younger artists to use 
their creative talents in a meaningful way. As 
always the theme of the Christmas card will be 
“Ukrainian Christmas”. Please check details:

Children between the ages of 6-12 (Group 
1) and between 13-18 (Group 2) are invited 
to participate in the UNA’s annual Christmas 
Card Project. Each child is encouraged to 
enter the contest by creating one (1) original 
color artwork to be considered by our judges. 
The artists should depict their idea of a 
Ukrainian Christmas. The winning designs 
will be reproduced and used by the UNA in its 
annual Christmas Card Project Fund-Raiser. 
The winning designs will be recognized on 
the reverse side of the card with the name, 
age, city, state of the artist. Over 150,000 
cards are mailed each year to members in 
the community. The proceeds from the sale 
of these cards are allocated to support the 
renaissance of Soyuzivka, the cultural center of 
our community. Over the years the community 
has been very supportive especially when the 
community’s youngest talents are recognized. 

The funds received from this project are 
assigned to Soyuzivka with other donations 
to the UNA publications – Svoboda and The 
Ukrainian Weekly and the UNF general fund. All 
participants will have their art work published in 
both Svoboda and The Ukrainian Weekly.

To enter the contest, please read the contest 
rules listed below:

1. The cards selected will best reflect the 
theme of a Ukrainian Christmas

2. The young artist’s name, age and city, 
state will be printed on the backside of the card.

3. One (1) original art work may be entered 
per artist. Art work must be no larger than

   8.5” x 11”. When printed the art will be 
reduced to card size.

4. Drawings must be properly labeled on 
the reverse of the art entry: PRINTED - name  
of artist (IN BOTH LANGUAGES), full address, 
including telephone and e-mail, attach 
completed entry form.

5. Artists may use any medium: watercolors, 
markers, oils, crayons, on white paper. Bold 
colors reproduce best in the printing process.

6. Entries will not be returned to the artists, 
they will be the property of the UNA.


