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by Marta Farion

KYIV – The National University of Kyiv-
Mohyla Academy celebrated its 400th anni-
versary in Kyiv with exhibits, concerts and 
conferences throughout the year, a fund-
raising event on October 1 and a spectacu-
lar outdoor event on October 15.

A benefit reception and banquet under 
the theme “Freedom, Leadership and 
Innovation” was held on October 1 at the 
Kyiv International Art and Conference 
Center known as the Ukrainian Home. It was 
supported and attended by Kyiv Mayor Vitali 
Klitschko, ambassadors, diplomats, business 
and cultural leaders, alumni and friends. 

Among the guests were Dr. Serhiy Kvit, 
minister of education and former president 
of the National University of Kyiv-Mohyla 
Academy (NaUKMA, as it is know by its 
Ukrainian acronym); many alumni who are 
now part of Ukraine’s government, including 
Gennady Zubko, vice prime minister, 
Rostyslav Pavlenko, deputy head of the presi-
dential administration, and Oleksii Pavlenko, 
minister of agriculture; and others. 

Volodymyr Lavrenchuk, deputy head of 
Raiffeisen Bank Aval, and many distin-
guished business executives, alumni, part-
ners and friends of the university were in 
attendance.  Dr. Bohdan Hawrylyshyn, hon-
orary professor of NaUKMA and renowned 
scholar, civic activist and philanthropist 
was featured as honorary speaker. 

Mayor Klitschko spoke for many in 
attendance when he stated: “We came to 
support Kyiv-Mohyla Academy.  I have great 
respect for this university.  This is where 
many of my friends and colleagues received 
their education.  I consider it a privilege 

and a pleasure to help Kyiv-Mohyla 
Academy as much as I can.”

On October 12-14, approximately 50 
researchers and academics from six coun-
tries gathered at NaUKMA for a scientific 
conference. The three-day conference 
focused on the philosophers, literary schol-
ars, theologians and historians linked to the 
academy, and discussed issues related to 
Kyiv-Mohyla Academy’s history and its 
influence on the nation’s past. 

Spectacular outdoor celebration

The primary celebration was held out-
doors on October 15 with thousands in 
attendance, including honored guests, 
ambassadors of various countries, minis-
ters and members of Parliament, sponsors, 
longtime supporters, cultural and business 
leaders, faculty and students. 

Almost 2,000 students and faculty mem-
bers gathered in front of a grand stage, sur-
rounded by bleachers that accommodated 
hundreds of special guests. Several hun-
dred students and friends gathered at a 
separate campus area to watch the pro-
ceedings on large screens. 

Dr. Andriy Meleshevych, university pres-
ident, Dr. Vyacheslav Bryukhovetsky, the 
university’s honorary president who 
served as president after he re-established 
the university in 1991, and Ukraine’s 
President Petro Poroshenko were the fea-
tured speakers.  Addressing the large audi-
ence, all three presidents emphasized the 
university’s pivotal role in Ukraine’s histo-
ry, culture and education.  

A special tribute and moment of silence 
was set aside to honor those who are defend-

Kyiv-Mohyla Academy 
celebrates 400th anniversary

(Continued on page 11)

UCCA

NEW YORK – Hundreds of Ukrainians, 
friends and supporters gathered on 
Saturday, November 21, at Manhattan’s 
iconic St. Patrick Cathedral for an ecumeni-
cal requiem service and commemorative 
program dedicated to the memory of 
Ukraine’s Holodomor, Stalin’s genocide of 
millions of Ukrainians in 1932-1933. 

As co-organized by the Ukrainian 
Congress Committee of America (UCCA), 

the largest representation of Ukrainians in 
America, this annual commemoration regu-
larly attracts hundreds of attendees from 
across the tri-state metropolitan area, and 
this year was no exception. Even following 
the massive gathering in Washington, on 
November 7, when the national Genocide 
Memorial was dedicated in the presence of 
over 5,000 people, this year’s annual pro-
gram at St. Patrick’s drew buses from com-

(Continued on page 4)

St. George Academy students bear an image of the newly dedicated Holodomor 
Memorial in Washington.

Hundreds gather at St. Patrick’s
to pray for Holodomor victims

Stefan Slutsky

At the anniversary celebration (from left) are: Andriy Meleshevych, president of the 
National University of Kyiv-Mohyla Academy (NaUKMA); Vyacheslav Bryukhovetsky, 

honorary president of NaUKMA; and Petro Poroshenko, president of Ukraine.

Serhiy Rossinsky

by Zenon Zawada

KYIV – Crimean Tatars last weekend 
launched their biggest countermeasure 
since the beginning of the Russian occupa-
tion of their homeland by ruining four elec-
tricity lines, situated in the neighboring 
Kherson Oblast, that account for 70 percent 
of the peninsula’s electricity. Authorities 
declared a state of emergency on the morn-
ing of November 22.

By the time they woke up, the majority 
of Crimean residents were lacking access to 
not only electricity, but also water, heat, 
gasoline and cash, the news.allcrimea.net 
website reported. Half of the peninsula’s 
supermarkets were closed, while schools 
and nurseries were closed on Monday.

“Putin was caught with his pants down,” 
said Petro Oleshchuk, a political science 
lecturer at Taras Shevchenko National 
University in Kyiv. “He really didn’t expect 

it. Now imagine for yourselves what ‘iron-
clad’ guarantees did Putin have that Crimea 
will receive electricity from Ukraine?”

Mustafa Dzhemilev, the president’s 
ombudsman on Crimean Tatar affairs, said 
on November 23 that activists cut the elec-
tricity in order to force the release of politi-
cal prisoners being held in Crimea and 
Russia, among other political aims, report-
ed the liga.net news agency.

Though repairs of the electrical lines 
began as early as November 25, the sabo-
tage escalated tensions with Russia, which 
already on November 18 had declared a 
ban on all Ukrainian imports because of the 
planned January 1, 2016, launch of the free 
trade area with the European Union.

On November 23, Ukraine’s Cabinet of 
Ministers imposed a trade embargo – 
including land, sea and air – on the Crimean 

Tatar activists disrupt
electricity to Crimea

(Continued on page 4)
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Euro-Maidan’s second anniversary

KYIV – People across Ukraine marked the 
Day of Dignity and Freedom, a holiday com-
memorating the 2013 beginning of the 
Euro-Maidan protests that ousted former 
President Viktor Yanukovych. Government 
officials, Maidan protest participants and 
ordinary citizens on November 21 held cer-
emonies and placed flowers at a Kyiv monu-
ment to the Heavenly Brigade – protesters 
who were killed in clashes with security 
forces during the protest. Commemorations 
were held in other cities as well. The Euro-
Maidan protest movement began when pro-
testers gathered in central Kyiv after Mr. 
Yanukovych announced he was postponing 
plans to sign an Association Agreement 
with the European Union and would seek 
closer economic ties with Russia. In 
February 2014, Mr. Yanukovych fled to 
Russia and was removed from office. 
Ukrainian President Petro Poroshenko con-
gratulated the nation on the occasion of the 
anniversary and announced that he had 
signed a packet of laws aimed at securing 
visa-free travel with the European Union. “I 
know that people are not satisfied with the 
quality and pace of the [post-Euro-Maidan] 
changes,” Mr. Poroshenko said in a written 
statement. “The reforms that have been 
begun have not yet brought about an 
improvement in living standards. But war 
has never brought about flourishing. We 
have endured and are enduring both mili-
tary action on our territory and far-reaching 
economic aggression from Russia.” (RFE/
RL)

U.S. Embassy remembers Euro-Maidan

KYIV – Two years ago on a cold 
November night, a call to action on 
Facebook by a young journalist sparked a 
series of events that culminated in 
Ukraine’s Revolution of Dignity, noted the 
U.S. Embassy in Ukraine. On the second 
anniversary of the Euro-Maidan, the U.S. 
Embassy in Kyiv released a special video 
message reminding viewers around the 
world about what brought thousands onto 
Kyiv’s Maidan: the Ukrainian people’s con-
viction that Ukraine is Europe. The English-
language video is available here: https://
goo.gl/Kxj8YD. (U.S. Embassy Kyiv)

Parliaments ratify Association Agreement

KYIV –President Petro Poroshenko said 
the parliaments of all European Union 
member states have completed the process 
of ratifying the bloc’s Association 
Agreement with Ukraine. Mr. Poroshenko 
tweeted that, with the agreement’s ratifica-
tion by the Brussels regional Parliament 
and a Belgian-language commission on 
November 20, all 28 member states have 
now approved Ukraine’s pact with the 
European Union. He said in a second tweet 
that “[The] EU just informed us that all is 
ready to launch a free trade zone with 
Ukraine as of Jan. 1, 2016.” The EU is 
already Ukraine’s biggest trading partner, 
with Kyiv conducting more than one-third 
of its trade with EU members. Ukraine 
signed the political portion of the 
Association Agreement with Brussels in 
March 2014, and the economic section 
three months later. In September 2014, the 
establishment of a Ukrainian-EU free-trade 
zone was postponed until December 31, 
2015, after complaints from Russia. EU 
Trade Commissioner Cecilia Malmstroem 
said during a visit to Kyiv last week that the 
EU-Ukraine Deep and Comprehensive Free 
Trade Area (DCFTA) agreement will “send a 
powerful signal that the regulatory envi-
ronment in Ukraine is modern and effi-
cient.” The EU will gradually lift tariffs and 
other trade barriers as Ukraine meets con-
ditions set forth in the DCFTA. (RFE/RL, 
based on reporting by TASS and bbc.com)

Ethnic Poles repatriated from conflict zone

KROLEWO MALBORSKIE, Poland – A 
group of ethnic Poles from Ukraine’s con-
flict-torn eastern region of Donetsk has 
arrived in Poland. The group, numbering 
188 people, was met by Polish Prime 
Minister Beata Szydlo on their arrival from 
Ukraine in the northern town of Krolewo 
Malborskie late on November 23. 
“Welcome home. We will do everything we 
can to make you feel safe in the country 
that is yours now,” she told them. The eth-
nic Poles, from Mariupol, a port city near 
separatist-held areas on the Azov Sea, 
arrived aboard four planes. They will be 

(Continued on page 12)

 ANALYSIS

by Katya Gorchinskaya 
RFE/RL

KYIV – In a one-sided affair days ahead 
of their runoff vote, challenger Boryslav 
Bereza was reduced to debating a life-sized 
cardboard cutout of Kyiv’s incumbent 
mayor on television.

Opponent Vitali Klitschko, the former 
world boxing champion who had stormed 
into office 16 months earlier on calls for 
anti-corruption and other reforms, had dis-
missed the event as “a waste of time.”

As it turns out, he was right.
The debate snub produced hardly a blip 

in the campaign. And in one of dozens of 
second-round contests across the country 
on November 15, voters in the Ukrainian 
capital re-elected Mr. Klitschko by a 2:1 
majority over Mr. Bereza.

But the elections didn’t provide the first-
round knockout that Mr. Klitschko craved 
and offered a glimpse into what even some 
supporters suggest is a break with the 
hard-slugging idealism that got him elected 
in the first place and a failure to keep his 
promise to clean up Kyiv.

So the question now is whether Mayor 
Klitschko can turn himself from a fleeting 
transitional figure into a successful reform-
er and mainstay of politics in the capital, 
home to around 3 million Ukrainians and a 
correspondingly long list of grievances.

“He has not failed completely and there is 
no complete lawlessness in the city,” says 
Hlib Vyshlinsky, executive director of the 
Center for Economic Strategy, a private think 
tank, “but he is not fixing the old problems 
and the old system has not changed.”

Mr. Klitschko’s dismissal of the debate 
risked reinforcing such perceptions 
because it represented a stark contrast 
with his view on pre-election debates back 
when his political instincts were being 
forged by the Maidan protests that swept 
Ukraine’s Russian-allied administration 
from power. In early February 2014, with 
street unrest against then-President Viktor 
Yanukovych in full swing and calls for early 
elections mounting, Mr. Klitschko had 
boasted of his willingness to publicly 
debate  Mr. Yanukovych face-to-face.  It 
never materialized, but Mr. Klitschko had 
taunted on Facebook: “In democratic coun-
tries this is a normal practice during elec-
tion campaign.”

Even his runoff rival, Mr. Bereza, con-
cedes that the incumbent “does not lack 
achievement.” But he argues that the char-
ismatic ex-boxer “came in to finish the pre-
decessor’s projects.”

A real longshot

Despite the two-thirds margin of his run-
off victory, Mr. Klitschko’s failure to win out-
right in late October against a divided field 
along with his party’s setbacks hint at frus-
tration that has taken hold among Kyivans, 
including some of his earliest supporters.

In the late-October voting, the alliance 
that underpins Mr. Klitschko’s mayorship – 
between his own UDAR party and the 
Solidarity party allied with President Petro 
Poroshenko – lost 17 of its 69 seats in the 
120-seat Kyiv City Council, potentially limit-
ing his ability to manage the city effectively.

Mr. Klitschko has seen his popularity 
dwindle since embarking on a political alli-
ance with Mr. Poroshenko and winning a 
by-election one and a half years ago. His 
administration has seen its share of corrup-
tion scandals and hundreds of illegal con-
struction sites continue to dot the city, 

undermining publicly stated aims, such as 
instilling faith in the rule of law.

Most would acknowledge that Mr. 
Klitschko inherited a dysfunctional city. 
After the Euro-Maidan revolution, parts of 
downtown looked like a war zone, charred 
with greasy soot from the burning of tires 
and stripped of features that could be adapt-
ed for makeshift resistance to President 
Yanukovych’s forces. The epicenter of the 
protest, Independence Square, was still a 
camp city but served mostly to shelter the 
homeless or men dressed in camouflage 
who appeared most keen on avoiding mili-
tary service in the country’s east, where a 
separatist conflict was heating up.

In addition to the detritus of a would-be 
revolution, Kyiv’s transportation infrastruc-
ture was stuck in the 20th century. 
Unregulated construction was booming, 
frequently in violation of zoning and other 
laws, and hundreds of municipal compa-
nies were leaking money.

The finances of Kyiv, home to around 
one in 16 Ukrainians but accounting for 
one-fifth of Ukraine’s gross domestic prod-
uct, were in a dismal state.

“Gaining momentum”

Backed by the central government as it 
sought to shore up support in the face of 
the separatist challenge to the east, Mr. 
Klitschko cleaned up the tent city soon 
after taking office. But other problems have 
proved harder to handle.

Days ahead of this month’s runoff, the 
city introduced a temporary moratorium 
on debt and defaulted on hundreds of mil-
lions of euros’ worth of Eurobonds, further 
amplifying Ukraine’s sovereign debt crisis. 

The city’s historical center and so-called 
green zones frequently suffer at the hands 
of unscrupulous developers, some of whom 
appear to thrive from close connections to 
the current administration.

Mayor Klitschko has given key city jobs 
to close allies, often with business interests 
of their own, particularly in real estate and 
development.

In one case investigated by RFE/RL, a 
major development called Sunny Riviera 
appears to be rising in violation of city zon-
ing laws. The project has ties to long-time 
friends of Mr. Klitschko and officials from 
within his administration, including Deputy 
Mayor Ihor Nikonov.

“Klitschko came with a promise to close 
down all illegal construction sites. Instead, 
they multiplied,” says political opponent 
and parliamentarian Mr. Bereza, a former 
book dealer and spokesman for the ultra-
nationalist Pravyi Sektor group, adding, 
“Lancelot has turned into a dragon.”

Mayor Klitschko concedes that his 
administration still has many issues to 
tackle, with corruption perhaps foremost 
among them: “It’s our main goal to destroy 
corruption. Without that, we cannot imple-
ment reforms,” he says.

He cites evidence of progress in the cur-
rent investigation of 62 criminal cases relat-
ed to city government, encompassing “bil-
lions of stolen hryvni,” the national currency.

He also argues that Kyiv is moving in the 
right direction, albeit slowly. “It’s a process  
–  you can’t start speeding from zero to 
100,” Mr. Klitschko tells RFE/RL. “We are 
gaining momentum little by little, and this 
process will continue.”

But an incident deep into the recent 
campaign season might have given some 

Klitschko in again as mayor
of Kyiv, but it’s no knockout
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NEWS ANALYSIS: Ukraine’s Naftohaz to sue Russia over Crimean assets
by Oleg Varfolomeyev
Eurasia Daily Monitor

The Ukrainian national oil and gas com-
pany, Naftohaz Ukrainy, plans to sue Russia 
over the assets lost in Crimea following the 
peninsula’s annexation by Russia last year, 
Naftohaz CEO Andry Kobolev said on 
November 4 (Interfax, November 4). 

The seizure by Russia of Chornomor-
naftohaz, Naftohaz’s subsidiary for oil and 
gas deposits in the Black Sea and the Sea of 
Azov, dashed Ukraine’s plans to increase 
domestic gas production with the help of for-
eign investment into offshore deposits. This 
would have allowed Ukraine to further 
diminish the country’s dependence on 
Russian gas. Naftohaz will be filing its lawsuit 
separately from the Ukrainian government, 
which mulls suing Russia over Crimea at the 
European Court of Human Rights (ECHR).

Naftohaz is seeking approval from the 
Ukrainian Cabinet of Ministers to hire a 
U.S.-based law firm to represent the energy 
company in court, said Mr. Kobolev. He nei-
ther named the firm nor said in which 
court the proceedings would be instituted. 
Mr. Kobolev did acknowledge that Naftohaz 
would file its lawsuit separately from the 
Ukrainian Ministry of Justice, which wants 
to sue Russia over Crimea’s annexation in 
the ECHR. The Justice Ministry, rather than 
Naftohaz, is supposed to sue Russia over 
the offshore deposits lost near Crimea 
because Naftohaz has no legal rights to 
those deposits, Mr. Kobolev said (Interfax, 
November 4).

The previous (pre-Maidan revolution) 
Ukrainian government planned to attract 
big Western investors into offshore oil-
fields. In 2012, it awarded the rights to 
develop the Skifska field in the Black Sea to 

an international consortium led by Shell 
and ExxonMobil. However, Shell pulled out 
of talks with the government on a produc-
tion-sharing agreement (PSA) for the 
Skifska field last year. Shell said it exited the 
talks in January 2014, but the announce-
ment from Shell came in March, when 
Russia annexed Crimea. ExxonMobil said 
the Ukrainian crisis prevented the project 
from moving forward (Kyiv Post , 
Naturalgasintel.com, Reuters, March 19, 
2014). Skifska had been expected to pro-
duce 3 to 5 billion cubic meters (bcm) of 
gas per annum once put into operation. For 
comparison, Ukraine imported 20 bcm of 
gas in 2014.

The Italian company Eni signed a PSA 
with Kyiv in November 2013 to develop an 
offshore area in the eastern part of the 
Crimean peninsula (Eni.com, November 27, 
2013). That PSA is now in limbo. Kyiv also 
offered investors another Black Sea field, 
Foroska, but that project will be on hold for 
the indefinite future. Without Crimea, 
Ukraine’s gas production fell by almost 5 
percent, to 20.5 bcm last year.

Naftohaz’s claims will regard mainly 
Chornomornaftohaz, whose assets 
Naftohaz estimated at more than $600 mil-
lion, as of the end of last year. Two semi-
submersible  jack-ups,  which the 
Singaporean company Keppel FELS built in 
2011-2012, are apparently Chornomor-
naftohaz’s most valuable assets. The two 
jack-ups cost Ukrainian taxpayers $400 
million each; at that point, government 
opponents claimed they were overpriced. 
In addition, Naftohaz’s own property in 
Crimea is estimated to equal some $260 
million, so the Ukrainian energy giant’s 
claims to Russia may total up to $900 mil-
lion (Apostrophe.com.ua, November 4). In 
the company’s financial report for 2014, 
which it issued this past September, 
Naftohaz attributed $870 million out of its 
total losses last year of $3.9 billion, to the 
illegal Russian annexation of Crimea 
(Naftogaz.com, September 29).

It is more difficult to evaluate the poten-

tial lost revenue from promising offshore 
fields. Chornomornaftohaz produced 1.7 
bcm of gas in 2013. At the start of 2014, in 
the weeks before Vladimir Putin’s “little 
green men” appeared at Chornomor-
naftohaz’s drilling rigs, Ukraine received 
0.3 bcm of gas from Crimea. Throughout all 
of 2014, Chornomornaftohaz increased 
production to a total of 2 bcm of gas (RIA 
Novosti, January 16). But during that peri-
od, the Ukrainian government was also 
buying the two jack-ups for the offshore 
fields, and Chornomornaftohaz planned to 
increase production to 3 bcm of gas in 
2015. Furthermore, Kyiv planned to buy 
another three deep-water jack-ups for the 
offshore fields in the future, so hopes were 
high. Russia, for its part, is unlikely to 
develop any of the deep-water fields off 
Crimea because of the international sanc-
tions over Crimea’s annexation.

Meanwhile, it is not clear when or if at 
all the Ukrainian state will sue Russia over 
Crimea. Immediately after the annexation, 
the Ukrainian Ministry of Justice estimated 
the country’s losses due to losing Crimea to 
total at least $85 billion (Unian.net, May 14, 
2014). President Petro Poroshenko 
instructed the government to calculate pre-
cise losses in Crimea and to hire lawyers to 
follow up on Ukraine’s legal disputes with 
Russia only last August (President.gov.ua, 
August 26). The deputy head of the 
Ukrainian parliamentary committee for 
human rights, Heorhii Lohvinsky, estimated 
losses in Crimea to be around $55 billion, 
but predicted that the figure will eventually 
double (Rbc.ua, September 29). 

In any case, Russia is likely to ignore the 
international courts as far as Crimea is con-
cerned. After all, just last July, the Russian 
Constitutional Court ruled that Russia was 
not obliged to obey ECHR verdicts in partic-
ular (Interfax, July 14).

 
The article above is reprinted from 

Eurasia Daily Monitor with permission from 
its publisher, the Jamestown Foundation, 
www.jamestown.org.

Quotable notes
“Even as we focus on ISIL, we must not forget that barely two years ago, almost 1 

million Ukrainians stood for days and weeks in the snow on the Maidan to demand 
that their government give them what we have: human dignity, democracy, clean gov-
ernment, justice. When [Viktor] Yanukovych turned his back on Europe, Ukrainians 
would not be denied their choice. But that was unacceptable to both Yanukovych and 
to the Kremlin, which met the Ukrainian people’s demand with occupation, tanks, Buk 
missiles, support for the separatists, sabotage, and propaganda. 

“Today, 93 percent of Ukraine survives as a democratic state in association with 
Europe because Ukrainians fought and died for their rights, and our nations stood 
with the people of Ukraine. We have given political, economic and security support; 
we imposed successively harsh rounds of sanctions to bring Russia to the negotiating 
table; and we supported a diplomatic resolution to the conflict via the Minsk agree-
ments and the Normandy talks led by Germany and France. 

“Now we have to help Ukraine see it through. We must maintain pressure on 
Russia and its separatist proxies to complete the unfinished commitments of Minsk, 
including: the return of all hostages; full humanitarian access for U.N. agencies, NGOs, 
and government relief agencies; free, fair elections in Donbas under the Ukrainian 
Constitution monitored by ODIHR [Office for Democratic Institutions and Human 
Rights]; the removal of all foreign forces and weapons; and the return of the interna-
tional border to Ukraine. Sanctions are an essential tool for holding Russia account-
able: they must be rolled over until Minsk is fully implemented. And we must keep 
our Crimea-related sanctions in place until Russia returns the peninsula to Ukraine. 

“And, because the best antidote to Russian aggression and malign influence is 
Ukraine’s success as a democratic, prosperous, European state, the Ukrainian gov-
ernment must continue to live up to its promises to its own people and maintain the 
trust of the international community. 

“Much difficult work remains to clean up endemic corruption throughout govern-
ment and society, at every level; to stabilize the economy; break the hold of corrupt 
state enterprises and oligarchs; and reform the justice system. 

“But, the will is there. Ukraine’s own people are demanding a faster pace of 
change. We help them most when we make clear that our own sustained support 
depends on Ukraine continuing to clean up its own house.”

– U.S. Assistant Secretary of State Victoria Nuland, Bureau of European and 
Eurasian Affairs, speaking on November 17 at the Berlin Security Conference.

A coalition of advocates and stakeholders 
on October 29 sent a letter to Congress call-
ing for an increase in U.S. economic, military 
and humanitarian assistance for Ukraine. 
This informal coalition brings together a 
diverse group of organizations seeking to 
help protect and support Ukraine’s emerging 
democracy in the face of Russian-backed 
insurgents, an economy under pressure and 
millions in need of humanitarian assistance. 
The letter was addressed to Thad Cochran, 
chairman, and Barbara Mikulski, ranking 
member, Committee on Appropriations, U.S. 
Senate; Hal Rogers, chairman, and Nita 
Lowey, ranking member, Committee on 
Appropriations, U.S. House of Representatives. 
The full text of the letter follows. 

The ongoing crisis in Ukraine – its coura-
geous efforts to reform while resisting 
Russian aggression and its attempts to 
secure a transformation to an independent, 
democratic, economically vibrant nation – 
demands immediate expansion of U.S. sup-

port. We, the undersigned, include repre-
sentatives of more than 22 million 
Americans of Central and East European 
descent who firmly believe bolstering 
Ukraine’s security and independence is 
vital to ensuring Central and Eastern 
Europe’s security, prosperity and freedom.

We urge immediate action on a compre-
hensive U.S. aid package to help the people 
of Ukraine address priority economic, secu-
rity and humanitarian relief needs. Based 
on our knowledge of the situation, we 
believe this package should include:

• $3 billion in economic assistance: com-
prising loan guarantees, direct budget sup-
port grants or debt swaps, as well as assis-
tance to support reforms in key sectors, 
such as banking, judiciary and energy, and 
to encourage investment in Ukraine.

• $1 billion in military equipment and 
training support, including defensive lethal 
assistance as required by the Ukraine 

Ukraine working group calls for immediate
and comprehensive aid package for Ukraine

Kyiv residents pause for thought. With the 
city streets choked with traffic and a photo 
opportunity on Mr. Klitschko’s campaign 
schedule in early November, the mayor’s 
driver swung his black SUV against traffic 
on a one-way street to park, blocking the 
bus lane. The police eventually turned up 
and fined the driver the equivalent of $11, 
prompting Mr. Klitschko to apologize.

The story was cited as an illustration of a 
millionaire mayor’s disregard for the rule 
of law and his seeming adaptation to the 
perks of power. Oleksandr Foshchan, the 
passer-by who phoned police to alert them 
to the Klitschko driver’s misstep, suggests 
that the political class alone won’t deliver 
changes for the better. “The country is 
changing, and this [change] depends on us, 
the regular citizens.”

Next steps

In anticipation of an announcement from 
election officials handing him victory, Mr. 
Klitschko expressed gratitude to the city’s 
voters despite the paltry 28-percent turn-
out.

“This is a great [extension] of trust, and I 
will make sure to live up to it,” Mr. Klitschko 
said late on November 15, adding that one 
of his “main tasks... is to win the trust of 

those people who did not vote.”
A recent survey ranked Kyiv 14th among 

22 of Ukraine’s regional hubs in terms of 
comfort and livability, and the city’s resi-
dents are certain to demand improvements 
in those areas from Mayor Klitschko and 
his administration  –  from fixing potholes 
to easing traffic jams and making the side-
walks safer.

“I’m hoping the mayor will fight gang 
rule in the city, so that you can walk around 
safely at night,” one pensioner told RFE/RL. 
“I want order, and strict demands against 
corruption and gangsters.”

Volodymyr Rudnitsky took a break from 
playing with his toddler to note that lamp-
posts in the neighborhood have been moved 
to allow room for baby carriages and stroll-
ers on the sidewalks but added that “they 
only started doing all this in the summer.”

“He has done better than in the previous 
five years,” Mr. Rudnitsky observed.

Casting his ballot for Mr. Klitschko in the 
capital, another voter suggested he is 
inclined to cut the mayor some slack, telling 
RFE/RL’s Ukrainian Service: “Let them ful-
fill half of [their program]. Even if they do 
half, it will be good.”

Copyright 2015, RFE/RL Inc. Reprinted 
with the permission of Radio Free Europe/
Radio Liberty, 1201 Connecticut Ave. NW, 
Washington DC 20036; www.rferl.org (see 
http://www.rferl.org/content/ukraine-
klitschko-kyiv-mayor/27369088.html).

(Continued from page 2)

Klitschko...

(Continued on page 13)
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Amount Name City State
$115.00 Barniak Roman Basking Ridge NJ
$110.00 Hiszczynskyj Roman Topeka KS
$100.00 Sereda Bohdan New York NY
$80.00 Pankiw Andrew Upper Arlington OH
$75.00 Bilash Borislaw & Natalia Millburn NJ
$70.00 Kopystianskyj Jennie New York NY
$60.00 Breslawec Halyna Potomac MD 
 Kashuba Ostap Chicago IL
$50.00 Mulyk Michael Holmdel NJ 
 Omecinsky Alex Troy NY
$45.00 Hladky C & A Randolph NJ
$35.00 Melnitchenko Helena Mann Owings MD 
 Pyrih Rosalie Monroe Township NJ
$25.00 Barna William Jackson NJ 
 Kilar Roman North Fort Myers FL 
 Lushniak Boris Rockville MD 
 Melnyk Irene Plains PA 
	 Szafranski	Joseph	 West	Bloomfield	 MI

$20.00 Fedeckyj Mary Elizabeth NJ 
 Gojewycz Vera Hoffman Estates IL 
 Guran Bohdan Venice FL 
 Hlady Michael Dearborn MI 
 Hlushewsky Irene & Bohdan Harrison NY 
 Horobchenko Ksenia R & Volodya  
   Warren MI 
 Hotz Michael Watertown MA 
 Makar-Laudi S Brooklyn NY 
 Motyka Walter North Port FL 
 Motyl Maria Sunnyside NY 
 Shepelavey Anya Columbia MD 
 Tomkiw Bohdan Fair Oaks CA 
 Urban Peter Cary NC
$15.00 Harhaj Bohdan & Maria Howell NJ 
	 Maziak	Roman	&	Julianna	 Bloomfield	Hills	 MI 
 Nebesny Michael & Stefana Clinton IN 
 Puzyk Bohdan Osprey FL 
 Rondiak Ulana & Roman Osprey FL 
 Torielli Marta Colonia NJ

$10.00 Eberhart Elayne Jackson MI 
 Humnicky Michael Murfreesboro TN 
 Lobachevsky Oksana Somerset NJ 
 Mirchuk Ihor Easton PA 
 Niepritzky Boris St Paul MN 
 Slobodian Harry Staatsburg NY 
 Zaplitny Sophie Battle Creek MI
$5.00 Czebiniak Oksana Stamford  CT 
 Goras Stephan Jersey City NJ 
 Trojan Nadia Watertown CT
 
TOTAL: $1,445.00 
 
Sincere thanks to all contributors  
to The Ukrainian Weekly Press Fund. 

The Ukrainian Weekly Press Fund is the only 
fund dedicated exclusively to supporting  
the work of this publication.

munities in Hartford, Conn., and Whippany, 
N.J., as well as hundreds of other solemn 
faithful.

As has become tradition, the requiem 
service was led by hierarchs of the 
Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the U.S.A. 
(UOC-U.S.A.) and the Ukrainian Catholic 
Church, with the participation of the 
Dumka Chorus of New York, under the 
direction of Vasyl Hrechynsky. 

Prior to the service, a solemn procession 
of students was organized by Ivanka Zajac, 
president of the United Ukrainian 
American Organizations of New York. With 
the Dumka choir singing, students from St. 
George Academy began a procession 
through the massive nave of the cathedral, 
carrying an image of the newly dedicated 
Holodomor Memorial in Washington. 
Following the high school students were 
the pupils of the “Samopomich” School of 
Ukrainian Studies in New York City, under 
the direction of Ivan Makar, who were 
dressed in Ukrainian embroidery and car-
ried candles and stalks of wheat. The pro-
cession was anchored by Nadia Severyn, a 
Holodomor survivor and yearly participant 
of the cathedral services. 

Metropolitan Antony of the UOC-U.S.A. 
was the first to address the attendees, 
explaining in brief the context of the ceremo-

ny to the cathedral’s many visitors. He was 
then joined by Bishop Daniel of the UOC-
U.S.A. in leading the traditional Ukrainian 
memorial service – the panakhyda – along 
with Bishop Paul Chomnycky and Bishop 
Emeritus Basil Losten of the Ukrainian 
Catholic Eparchy of Stamford, Conn. 

Following the requiem service, the 
assembled were addressed by Tamara 
Olexy, president of the UCCA, who cau-
tioned that, “The Holodomor cannot 
remain merely a Ukrainian issue – it must 
be a global one so that such tragedies do 

not reoccur.” 
Along that theme, Ms. Olexy and all sub-

sequent speakers remarked on the impor-
tance of the national memorial in 
Washington – a symbol of the immortality 
and courage of the Ukrainian nation which 
now stands just blocks from the U.S. Capitol 
building. 

It was only fitting that the keynote 
speaker of the program inside St. Patrick’s 
was the design architect of the Holodomor 
Memorial, Larysa Kurylas, whose remarks 
touched on her personal journey of geno-

cide awareness in Ukraine’s history. 
“Without a doubt, the creation of this mon-
ument will be the most important project 
of my architectural career,” she under-
scored.

William Pope, senior advisor for Europe 
to the U.S. Mission to the United Nations, 
delivered a statement from the White 
House, which read in part, “Through the 
tireless efforts of the Ukrainian American 
community... a memorial now stands in the 
heart of our nation’s capital, allowing 
Americans to share in the somber memory 
of the Holodomor.” 

Valeriy Chaly, ambassador of Ukraine to 
the U.S., made mention of Ukraine’s Day of 
Dignity and Freedom, now celebrated every 
November 21 in memory of the Orange 
Revolution and the Revolution of Dignity. 

Ambassador Yuriy Sergeyev, permanent 
representative of Ukraine to the United 
Nations, addressed the assembled in both 
Ukrainian and English, remarking on the 
long efforts of the Ukrainian Mission to 
educate others about the Holodomor and 
the importance of remembering its legacy.

Bishop Chomnycky concluded the pro-
gram with solemn prayers and a word of 
sincere gratitude to Archbishop Timothy 
Dolan for graciously allowing the Ukrainian 
community to once again commemorate 
the Holodomor at St. Patrick’s Cathedral. 

The Dumka Chorus then led the faithful 
in an uplifting rendition of the liturgical 
hymn “Prayer for Ukraine.”

(Continued from page 1)

Hundreds gather...

peninsula. On November 24, the Russian 
military dispatched two tactical assault 
units from Russia to the Crimean border 
with Ukraine, as reported by the Ukrainian 
government.

Russia also ceased coal exports to 
Ukraine the same day, as reported by the 
kommersant.ru news site – a move observ-
ers said is intended to hurt Ukraine’s elec-
tricity production. The supplies were being 
blocked by Russian customs agents, though 
the Russian government had yet to officially 
declare the blockade.

On November 25, Ukraine’s Cabinet 
decided to prohibit all transit flights by all 
Russian airlines over Ukrainian air space, 
starting November 26. 

That same day, Crimean Parliament Chair 
Vladimir Konstantinov accused the Ukrainian 
government of sharing responsibility for the 
cuts in electricity supply, dismissing its claims 
that the Citizens Blockade of Crimea organi-
zation was solely responsible.

“This is all being handled by the official 
government,” he said, as reported by the 
pravda.com.ua news site. “They are direct-
ing this, pulling the strings, and trying to 

ignite conflict between Russians and 
Crimean Tatars on the peninsula.”

Despite such accusations, it was apparent 
that Ukrainian President Petro Poroshenko 
didn’t support the cuts to electricity.

To stop the activists, the Ukrainian gov-
ernment dispatched National Guardsmen 
and fighters of the Kherson Battalion, a 
division of the Internal Affairs Ministry. 
Clashes resulted in about half a dozen 
injured, including a Crimean Tatar journal-
ist with the ATR television network.

At the same time, Mr. Poroshenko held a 
meeting in the Presidential Administration 
with Crimean Tatar leaders, who were 
accompanied by more than 100 demonstra-
tors outside, on Bankova Street, who called 
for the president not to allow law enforce-
ment officers to interfere with the activists.

“Instead of supporting the initiative of 
patriots and Tatars, Poroshenko began to 
fidget in his chair, as always,” said Dr. Oleh 
Soskin, the director of the Institute of 
Society Transformation in Kyiv. “The block-
ade is needed to show that Putin is not in 
any condition to fulfill his promises, that he 
is not in any condition to create an econom-
ic miracle on the Crimean peninsula. 
Crimea is not Singapore, not Hong Kong 
and not Taiwan. Putin simply lied.”

As a result of the meeting, Mr. 

Poroshenko agreed to order the Cabinet of 
Ministers to impose a trade embargo on 
Crimea, said Refat Chubarov, the head of 
the Crimean Tatar Mejlis. The Cabinet ful-
filled the order with the State Border 
Service implementing it on November 24.

Another meeting participant, Mr. 
Dzhemilev, said the president asked the 
Tatar leaders to discuss the electricity 
embargo with Energy Minister Volodymyr 
Demchyshyn.

Widely recognized as being Mr. 
Poroshenko’s loyal agent in the energy 
sphere, Mr. Demchyshyn pointed out at a 
November 23 press conference that the 
sale of electricity to Crimea brought 300 
million hrv ($12.5 million U.S.) in profit this 
year and was “commercially advantageous” 
for the Ukrainian government. 

The president’s position rejecting the elec-
tricity cuts was supported by the German 
government on November 23, whose Foreign 
Affairs Ministry Spokesman Martin Schaefer 
called for the Ukrainian government to inves-
tigate the sabotage, as reported by the 
Deutsche Welle news agency. 

The German government hopes the elec-
tricity supply will be renewed and such 
incidents won’t repeat themselves, he said. 
The political conflict shouldn’t be resolved 
at the expense of Crimean residents, he 

said. At the same time, European Union 
sanctions against Russia will be renewed.

“Ukraine is well within its rights to cut 
off the electricity,” said John Herbst, direc-
tor of the Dinu Patriciu Eurasia Center at 
the Atlantic Council in Washington. “After 
all, the Kremlin seized Crimea by force in 
violation of international law and is 
repressing ethnic Ukrainians, Tatars, the 
Orthodox Church of the Kyiv Patriarchate 
and the Uniate Church in Crimea.”

He continued, “Still, it might not be politi-
cally prudent for Ukraine to shut off the 
lights in Crimea. It’s critical for Ukraine to 
maintain European support – which means 
German support – for the sanctions. It would 
not be improper for Ukraine to ask the EU, in 
exchange for ensuring the supply of electrici-
ty to Crimea, to speak against Russian 
human rights abuses on the peninsula.”

Activists have allowed crews to conduct all 
the necessary repairs, Mr. Dzhemilev told the 
Deutsche Welle news agency on November 
24, a day after he said that such repairs would 
only be allowed after the release of political 
prisoners, which hadn’t happened.

He said the Tatars’ demands hadn’t 
changed. They continue to press the gov-
ernment to cease supplying electricity and 
to halt trade to Crimea “for as long as the 
rights of our citizens are being violated.”

(Continued from page 1)

Tatar activists...

Hierarchs lead the prayer service inside St. Patrick Cathedral.
Stefan Slutsky
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UNA organizes second annual Fall Weekend Getaway at Soyuzivka
by Maya Lew

KERHONKSON, N.Y. - On the weekend of 
October 23-25, the Ukrainian National 
Association (UNA) held its second annual 
Fall Weekend Getaway here at the 
Soyuzivka Heritage Center. 

Guests were treated to a roaring fire and 
hot mulled cider upon their arrival on 
Friday, and to the peak of the “leaf-peeping” 
season in the Shawangunk Mountain ridge 
throughout the weekend.

On Saturday, after a made-to-order 
breakfast by Soyuzivka Chef Andrey 
Sonevytsky, a private shuttle bus sponsored 
by the UNA took guests to Jenkins & Leuken 

Orchard. There and along the way, apples 
and pumpkins and fall scenery abounded. 
Many will remember Jenkins & Leuken as a 
friend to Soyuzivka, with the Soyuzivka sign 
on its landmark barn. That barn, unfortu-
nately, was destroyed during Hurricane 
Irene in 2011, but the orchards remain. It 
truly was an enjoyable visit.

Continuing on to the Shawangunk Wine 
Valley Trail, the group’s next stop was 
Robibero Vineyards, where the sipping of 
local wines and a welcoming outdoor fire 
pit made for a cozy afternoon. It helped 
that Soyuzivka provided some huge and 
delicious sandwiches for the journey.

Once back at Soyuzivka, guests were 

treated to a truly fabulous dinner of stuffed 
Cornish game hens and other fall favorites. 
One guest was overheard saying that the 
meal was one of the best she’d ever eaten at 
Soyuzivka.

On Sunday, although it was a bit rainy, a 
few die-hards still wanted to hike, and they 
did just that – to the Soyuzivka Cliffs.

All in all, it was a wonderful and beauti-
ful weekend. The UNA looks forward to 
hosting everyone at next year’s Fall 
Weekend Getaway.

The Ukrainian National Association 
(UNA) was established in 1894 in 
Shamokin, Pa., as a not-for-profit fraternal 
benefit society; it was organized as a frater-
nal insurance society united by the bond of 

the Ukrainian heritage. For over a century, 
the UNA has been providing security, pro-
tection and peace of mind for families, as 
well as social activities to its members. The 
UNA offers life insurance products for all 
ages, retirement and education savings 
programs, as well as many member bene-
fits.

In 1952, the UNA purchased an estate 
that became known as Soyuzivka in 
response to the growing need of the 
Ukrainian community for a cultural center 
and gathering place for its members. 
Soyuzivka has provided a venue for lan-
guage workshops, heritage studies, con-
certs, art exhibits, children’s camps, festi-
vals and other programs for over 60 years. 

by Slavko Tysiak

SARATOGA, N.Y. – St. Nicholas Brotherhood Society 
(known as Bratstvo) – Branch 13 of the Ukrainian National 
Association, held its annual dinner at Saratoga Casino and 
Raceway’s Fortune Restaurant, on Sunday, September 27. 

The annual dinner is a longstanding member tradition 

and kicks-off another year of fraternal activities in this ven-
erable organization that will mark its 120th anniversary on 
December 5, 2015. 

At the event, special recognition is given to those mem-
bers celebrating recent wedding anniversaries.

The UNA donated two door prizes to this annual event 
to make it more enjoyable for all in attendance. 

Showing off their UNA goody bags are (from left): Maya Lew, Nadia Kihiczak, 
Adrianna Melnyk Hankewycz, Lidia Kekis, Larissa Zinycz and Alexa Kryzaniwsky.

Enjoying dinner in Soyuzivka’s dinning room (clockwise from left) are: Don McCarthy, 
Maya Lew, Larissa Zinycz, Alexa Kryzaniwsky, Nadia Kihiczak, Lidia Kekis, Adrianna 

Melnyk Hankewycz, and the Cade family: Kristine, Olya, Andrij and Myron.

Members and guests are pictured with those celebrating recent wedding anniversaries. Seated from left are Myron 
Swidersky, Melanie and John Suchowacki (anniversary couple), the Rev. Father Mikhail Myshchuk, and Peter and 

Adrianna Fil (anniversary couple); anniversary couple Andrij and Eva Demczar are standing in the center.

Members of UNA Branch 13 enjoy annual dinner in saratoga

The winners of the UNA raffle (seated from left): Marc 
Gawron, winner of a year’s subscription to The 
Ukrainian Weekly, and Stefan Jedynak, winner of two 
admissions to the 2016 Ukrainian Cultural Festival at 
Soyuzivka. Standing behind the winners are Bratstvo 
President and UNA Auditing Committee Chairman 
Slavko Tysiak and UNA Branch 13 Secretary and UNA 

Advisor Mykola Fil. 
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Two years ago, in mid-December 2013, our editorial encouraged readers to 
remember the courage of the people of Ukraine who were on the barricades of the 
Euro-Maidan. At that time, what was most needed was immediate humanitarian aid 
– medications, food, clothing, blankets, thermoses, hygienic necessities, etc. – for the 
hundreds of thousands of cold and hungry Ukrainians who had taken to the streets 
and squares of Kyiv, Lviv and many other cities beginning in November to protest the 
Yanukovych regime’s decision to suspend Ukraine’s Euro-integration.

In 2014, our Christmastime editorial noted that Ukraine was in a war for its con-
tinued existence and that Ukraine’s defenders – its soldiers and members of volun-
teer battalions – desperately needed our assistance. We cited countless fund-raising 
initiatives in our local communities geared toward soliciting monetary donations 
and/or supplies for these brave men and women.

Now, as we write these words, Thanksgiving is upon us and the Christmas season 
is right around the corner. Thus, we move from giving thanks for all we have to giving 
to others. And once again we are urging our readers to help. 

Two years after the beginning of what evolved into the Revolution of Dignity, the 
needs in Ukraine are great. In fact, Ukraine’s religious leaders on November 9 sent a 
letter to U.S. President Barack Obama pleading for assistance: “We, the undersigned 
of the All-Ukrainian Council of Churches and Religious Organizations, and represent-
ing Ukraine’s diverse religious community appeal to you on behalf of our people to 
help address the humanitarian catastrophe gripping our country. The needs are 
enormous, ranging from medical supplies to everyday items such as food, water and 
clothing.” Over 5 million people are in need of humanitarian assistance, they 
explained. There are nearly 1.4 million internally displaced persons, 17,000 have 
been injured and 8,000 have been killed due to the war in Ukraine’s east. We pray 
that our president hears this plea.

At the same time, we know there is something that each of us can do. There are a 
number of projects aimed at helping the people of Ukraine that are run by trusted 
Ukrainian community organizations.

The Ukrainian National Women’s League of America has a new program whereby 
its branches or members can help a fallen soldier’s family. The UNWLA suggests 
“adopting” a soldier’s family and providing them with financial support, as well as 
moral support via letters, e-mails, phone calls. The organization has calculated the 
cost at $1,200 per year (or $300 per quarter), and it wants supporters to sign on for 
at least three years. For information, contact UNWLA National Board Social Welfare 
Chair Lida Bilous at Lidia@bilous.net or 941-587-8845.

The United Ukrainian American Relief Committee has its Adopt a Wounded 
Ukrainian Soldier program. The suggested donation of $35 per month (or a one-time 
annual donation of $300) helps pay for medical equipment, medicine, clothing, food 
and other necessities. Thus far, according to its website (www.uuarc.org), more than 
340 soldiers have been sponsored. For more information, contact Nila Pawluk of the 
UUARC Board of Directors at 215-699-6068. Similarly, the UUARC runs a project 
called Orphans of Maidan and ATO/Family-to-Family. For information e-mail 
UUARC@uuarc.org.

The Ukrainian National Foundation, the charitable arm of the Ukrainian National 
Association, is continuing its support of a very worthwhile project of the Ukraine-
based charity called the International Alliance for Fraternal Assistance (IAFA): the 
establishment of a modern prosthetics and rehabilitation center to help Ukraine’s 
wounded warriors. As readers may recall, the fund for this rehab center is dedicated 
to the memory of Markian Paslawsky (known to his comrades in arms as “Franko”), 
a Ukrainian American graduate of West Point who was killed in action during the 
battle for Ilovaisk. For information, readers may call the UNA at 973-292-9800.

Dear Readers: These are but three examples of organizations doing great things 
to help the people of Ukraine, and there are many others. Please consider these 
important endeavors and give generously! 

The Ukrainian Weekly

Following the clashes between protesters – who had been 
demonstrating against President Viktor Yanukovych’s decision to 
not sign an Association Agreement with the European Union – 
and police that resulted in hundreds of injured on November 30, 
2013, Kyiv erupted with the biggest social unrest since the coun-
try regained its independence in 1991.

Initial crowd estimates ranged from 200,000 to 1 million in outrage over the police’s 
excessive use of force. In an action dubbed the “Euro-Maidan,” the protesters had taken 
control of several strategic sites in Kyiv, including Independence Square, the adjacent 
Trade Union Building and the Kyiv City Council. 

The protest demands by then had grown beyond simply Euro-integration. The move-
ment demanded a complete overhaul of a government system plagued by corruption and 
mismanagement, and change was to include the ouster of President Yanukovych and 
Prime Minister Mykola Azarov.

Instead of staying in Ukraine to address these protests, Mr. Yanukovych – who failed to 
sign an Association Agreement with the European Union at its summit in Vilnius on 
November 27-28 – flew to China on December 3 to negotiate more loans. Meanwhile, 
Prime Minister Azarov narrowly avoided Parliament’s dismissal of the Cabinet after the 
opposition was able to muster 186 out of the necessary 226 votes.

The failure to oust the Cabinet on the first vote delayed any such similar vote until 
February 2014. The failed move also increased public skepticism of the political will to 
work for change. By December 5, 2013, 64 charges had been filed by the government 
against Euro-Maidan participants.

Nov.
30
2013

Turning the pages back...

by Paul Goble 

That only 3 percent of Russians say that 
Crimea should be part of Ukraine shows 
that Ukraine’s main problem in dealing 
with Russia is “not in Putin and his klepto-
cratic regime but in the chauvinistic mad-
ness of the majority of the population of 
Russia,” Kyiv-based journalist and political 
observer Vitaly Portnikov says.

And that pattern in turn means that if 
Russia retains its current borders and 
“does not get rid of its imperial swagger, 
Russian-Ukrainian relations will never nor-
malize,” he notes in a recent column, even if 
Vladimir Putin’s successors give Ukraine 
back (rus.newsru.ua/columnists/23 
Nov2015/cifrachvanstva.html).

It is significant, Mr. Portnikov says, that 
the percentage of Russians who consider 
Crimea Russian “coincides with Putin’s rat-
ing, and therefore it is easy to trace a 
reverse connection: They love Putin 
because he stole Crimea” since they have 
no need for Crimea as such.

 “The majority of Russians are proud of 
theft as their greatest national achieve-
ment,” he writes, adding that this feeling is 
“the typical reaction of poor marginalized 
societies which don’t have anything else to 
be proud of.”

Below is the text of an appeal to the inter-
national community that was released by 
the Ukrainian Congress Committee of 
America on November 19.

The Ukrainian Congress Committee of 
America (UCCA), the representative organi-
zation of the over 1 million Americans of 
Ukrainian descent, strongly condemns the 
recent surge in the shelling of the Ukrainian 
army positions by the Russian-backed ter-
rorists in the Donetsk and Luhansk regions. 
According to Ukraine’s Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs, Russian terrorist forces have car-
ried out over 350 shellings and provoca-
tions since November 1, resulting in the 
death of seven Ukrainian servicemen.

Such actions by the Russian-backed ter-
rorists are in gross violation of the Minsk 

agreement.
The UCCA calls upon the United States 

and the international community to imme-
diately increase pressure on Russia in 
order to prevent the renewal of full-scale 
hostilities in the Donbas, and renews its 
calls to the United States to immediately 
supply Ukraine with defensive weapons to 
help the country defend its borders. The 
UCCA also urges the international commu-
nity to strengthen targeted economic sanc-
tions against the Russian Federation until it 
fully complies with its international obliga-
tions, including the Minsk agreements. 

The UCCA expresses its sincerest condo-
lences to the families of the Ukrainian ser-
vicemen whose lives were lost as a result of 
terrorist attacks by Russian-backed forces 
in the Donbas.

Portnikov: Russia with its current borders and values
will remain a threat to Ukraine, Europe and itself

UCCA calls for increase
in pressure on Russia

(Continued on page 14)

Giving thanks and giving

 APPEAL TO INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY

 WINDOW ON EURASIA

Paul Goble is a long-time specialist on 
ethnic and religious questions in Eurasia 
who has served in various capacities in the 
U.S. State Department, the Central 
Intelligence Agency and the International 
Broadcasting Bureau, as well as at the Voice 
of America and Radio Free Europe/Radio 
Liberty and the Carnegie Endowment for 
International Peace. Mr. Goble writes a blog 
called “Window on Eurasia” (http://windo-
woneurasia2.blogspot.com/). The article 
above is reprinted with permission.

TORONTO – The Ukrainian World 
Congress (UWC) is calling upon Ukrainian 
communities to join the international effort 
to combat Russian disinformation by help-
ing to document such incidents.

The East StratCom Team of the 
European External Action Service, the 
European Union’s diplomatic service, was 
tasked with analyzing Russian disinforma-
tion, revealing its fundamental aims and 
tendencies, and reacting and effectively 
preventing further similar steps by the 
Russian Federation.

Recently, East StratCom created a net-
work for de-bunking myths of the Russian 
Federation, which includes representatives 
of mass media, think tanks, individual 
experts, officials and non-governmental 
organizations that are to be the source of 
facts on Russian disinformation. 

The UWC is requesting that individuals 
and organizations send any discovered inci-
dents of Russian disinformation with a link 

to the relevant source to the UWC liaison offi-
cer to the European Union, Maryna 
Iaroshevych (m.iaroshevych@ukrainian-
worldcongress.org), who will, in turn, submit 
such materials to East StratCom for analysis.

“We call upon Ukrainian communities to 
join the effort by East StratCom to compile 
examples of disinformation that attempt to 
justify Russian aggression in Ukraine and 
threaten democratic principles and 
European values,” commented UWC 
President Eugene Czolij. 

The UWC is the international coordinat-
ing body for Ukrainian communities in the 
diaspora representing the interests of over 
20 million Ukrainians. The UWC has mem-
ber organizations in 34 countries and ties 
with Ukrainians in 14 additional countries. 
Founded in 1967, the UWC was recognized 
in 2003 by the United Nations Economic 
and Social Council as a non-governmental 
organization (NGO) with special consulta-
tive status.

UWC calls upon Ukrainian communities 
to help document Russian disinformation

(Continued on page 17)
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Opinions in The Ukrainian Weekly
Opinions expressed by columnists, commen-

tators and letter-writers are their own and do 
not necessarily reflect the opinions of either 

The Weekly editorial staff or its publisher, the 
Ukrainian National Association.

FOR THE RECORD

Below is the text of the November 9 letter 
from representatives of the All-Ukrainian 
Council of Churches and Religious 
Organizations to U.S. President Barack 
Obama. (Copies of the letter were sent to 
members of the U.S. Senate and House of 
Representatives.) A story about this letter 
appeared on the front page of last week’s 
issue, dated November 22.

Dear Mr. President:
We, the undersigned of the All-Ukrainian 

Council of Churches and Religious 
Organizations, and representing Ukraine’s 
diverse religious community appeal to you 
on behalf of our people to help address the 
humanitarian catastrophe gripping our 
country. The needs are enormous, ranging 
from medical supplies to everyday items 
such as food, water, and clothing.

While the global news media regularly 
reports on Russia’s war against Ukraine, 
government reforms and financial chal-
lenges, there is rarely any mention of the 
extraordinary dimensions of the human 
suffering caused by military action in the 
east of Ukraine. While Ukraine certainly 
needs greater military, financial and politi-
cal assistance, our focus here must be on 
the humanitarian aspect. 

As you know, according to the U.N., over 
5 million people, including 1.7 million chil-
dren, are in desperate need of humanitari-
an assistance. Eight thousand people have 
died and over 17,000 have been injured 
and wounded. There are over 1,390,000 
displaced people, including 174,000 chil-
dren. The challenges of this human tragedy 
are overwhelming. Even the most conser-
vative estimates show that over 65 percent 
of projected needs have yet to be met – 
even on the level of pledges.

As representatives of the interfaith com-
munity, we witness on a daily basis the 
challenges and the needs of people suffer-
ing because of this war. And with the onset 
of winter, an already dire situation will only 
get worse. We pray for their lives and for 
the future of our country.

While we are grateful for the assistance 
provided by the United States government 
to date, we know that the need is so much 
greater. Thus, we appeal to you to increase 
assistance and to activate the full potential 
of the National Guard State Partnership 
Program and the Partnership for Peace 
(PfP) as instruments for alleviating the 
humanitarian catastrophe. One of the stat-

We’re all familiar with Charles Darwin’s 
’round-the-world voyage of the Beagle in 
1831-1836 and his role as naturalist on 
that voyage. That voyage helped to shape 
his concept of natural selection as the basis 
of evolution. There were also two topo-
graphical artists on the Beagle, and their 
watercolors are similar to those of Taras 
Shevchenko’s remarkable collection of 
sketches of the Aral and Caspian seas.

Not until the 18th century were artists 
commissioned to accompany naval explor-
atory expeditions. Capt. James Cook revolu-
tionized the notion of exploration by 
including scientists and artists who 
advanced public understanding of the plan-
et’s geography, anthropology, and fauna 
and flora. Cook’s three voyages in the 
Pacific Ocean (1768-1779) marked the 
emergence of the artist-naturalist-explorer. 
It became fashionable, during the expan-
sion of the tsarist empire of the 19th centu-
ry, to undertake similar scientific expedi-
tions, looking to map the territories for 
trade routes and search for minerals.

For a portion of Shevchenko’s decade of 
exile at Russian military outposts on the 
Aral and Caspian seas, he was assigned to a 
series of exploratory hydrographic and 
geologic expeditions. Though he was a 
common soldier for most of the time in 
exile, his treatment and the conditions he 
worked under were no harsher than those 
of the scientists and topographers who 
accompanied these expeditions. Often, he 
enjoyed privileges of sharing the com-
pounds and meals with the commanders 
and scientists, and was accepted as an 
intellectual peer by people who greatly 
respected his talents.

Shevchenko was arrested in Kyiv on 
April 6, 1847, for his satirical poetry that 

was considered insulting to Tsar Nicholas, 
as well as his political ideas, and his associ-
ation with the Brotherhood of Ss. Cyril and 
Methodius. This was a pan-Slavist political 
society dedicated to the political liberaliza-
tion of the Russian Empire, with the aim of 
transforming it into a confederation of 
Slavic nations. 

Mykola Kostomarov, a member of the 
brotherhood, was present in Kyiv when 
Shevchenko was escorted by two gen-
darmes to a wagon and then transported to 
St. Petersburg to stand trial. There, he was 
condemned to military service for life with-
out promotion and expressly prohibited 
from any further writing or drawing. 

From June 22, 1847, to May 11, 1848, 
the fortress of Orsk was Shevchenko’s 
home, 2,500km (1560 mi) to the southeast 
of St. Petersburg, at the edge of the arid 
steppes of central Asia. Orsk was a military 
exchange post and Russian customs center 
that dealt with traders from Central Asia. 
There, in his first year, Shevchenko was 
treated harshly, as a common soldier, with 
no privileges. 

By a stroke of good fortune, Lt. Alexey 
Butakov (later to become an admiral) was 
organizing an expedition from Orsk to 
explore the Aral Sea. Butakov and his 
detachment of sailors, scientists and topog-
raphers arrived at the Orsk Fortress on 
March 5, 1848, and started building a flat-
bottomed schooner (Konstantin) that was 
to be their survey vessel. 

The work was completed on April 28, 
and then disassembled for transport by 
wagon, for there were no forests or timber 
on the arid plains of the Aral Sea. During 

The statement below was released by the 
Ukrainian Congress Committee of America 
on November 20 (after The Ukrainian 
Weekly’s November 22 issue went to press). 
We publish it here for the record.

For a land with centuries of tradition, 
November 21 is only a recent commemora-
tive date in Ukraine’s history. On this Day of 
Dignity and Freedom, the Ukrainian 
Congress Committee of America joins our 
brethren across the world in celebrating the 
indomitable Ukrainian spirit that manifest-
ed itself in the growth of European identity 
among the Ukrainian electorate during the 
historic 2004 Orange Revolution, and the 
defense of these democratic values, rights 
and freedoms for which the Ukrainian peo-
ple “laid body and soul” during the 2013-
2014 Revolution of Dignity. 

These historic revolutions transformed 
not only the lives of those living in Ukraine, 
but those of the worldwide Ukrainian dias-
pora as well. In the United States, hundreds 
of demonstrators gathered in the spirit of 
the Euro-Maidan, filling the streets of New 
York, Chicago, Georgia, Texas, Ohio, 
California and beyond. During the Orange 
Revolution, the Ukrainian Congress 
Committee of America organized the largest 
election observer mission ever registered 
by Ukraine’s Central Election Commission, 
with over 2,400 observers flying in from 
around the world to ensure that the 2004 
Ukrainian presidential elections would be 
transparent, democratic and in accordance 
with international standards. 

Throughout the course of both the 
Revolution of Dignity and the Orange 
Revolution, Ukrainians in the United States 
bore witness to an incredible outpouring of 
support from our friends and allies, espe-
cially those in elected office, whose numer-
ous House of Representatives and Senate 
resolutions in support of Ukraine were 
passed with near unanimity, along with 

many more resolutions in local state hous-
es and municipalities.

And yet, Ukraine today still stands 
denied of its international right of sover-
eignty over its own borders, and roughly 
3.2 million people now live amid destruc-
tion or in dire need of humanitarian aid 
since Russia invaded Ukraine over a year 
ago. Over the span of 20 months, more than 
2 million people have been forced to leave 
their homes, over 8,000 people have died, 
while close to 20,000 have been wounded 
as a result of Russia’s military campaign.

In the face of this aggression, the 
Ukrainian Congress Committee of America, 
the nation’s largest representation of 
Americans of Ukrainian descent, stands 
united with Ukraine and its people, vigilant 
against recent international signals of rap-
prochement with Russia, the greatest 
threat to global stability and U.S. national 
security, and a state sponsor of terrorism. 
The fundamental ideas of freedom and dig-
nity for which Ukrainians stood and died 
on the Maidan must not be sacrificed chas-
ing the hope that a mad dictator will 
change his ways. If a wounded and strained 
Western alliance begins to doubt its ability 
to safeguard our principles and freedoms, 
we must rally to remind them of the folly of 
appeasement.

Ukraine’s Day of Freedom and Dignity 
stands in direct contradiction to the resolu-
tions of the Yalta Conference, and the con-
cepts of spheres of influence or 
Finlandization. When millions of everyday 
Ukrainians gathered together at the height of 
Kyiv’s winter, propelled by prayer and in 
song, they demonstrated their Europeanness, 
dignity and desire for freedom, astounding 
the world and exceeding its expectations 
about Ukraine. So too must the rest of the 
world exceed our expectations of them, and 
stand united with Ukraine in defense of its 
sovereignty and territorial integrity, and 
against Russian aggression worldwide.

letter from religious leaders
to President Barack Obama

Taras Shevchenko: 
Aral Sea expeditionary

UCCA statement on Ukraine’s
Day of Dignity and Freedom

(Continued on page 10)

(Continued on page 18)

Reproduction of Taras Shevchenko’s watercolor of a moonlit night on Kos-Aral 
(1848-1849).
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COMMENTARY: Re-counting Holodomor losses
by Askold S. Lozynskyj

The recent unveiling of the Holodomor Memorial in 
Washington was an important event in the history of the 
Ukrainian nation as a whole, as well as the Ukrainian dias-
pora. Naturally it renewed much discussion of this tragedy 
of the Ukrainian people which took place more than 80 
years ago. Some of the discussion centered on issues of 
somewhat disproportionate significance. The Russians 
once again spread distractions, insisting that this was not a 
genocide and made attempts to minimize the size of the 
tragedy. 

The issue of whether this historical event was, in fact, a 
genocide of the Ukrainian people, however, has been reso-
lutely determined – this in spite of persistent Russian pro-
paganda and some international reluctance to recognize 
the genocidal nature of the Holodomor by appeasing gov-
ernments. Among them, unfortunately and shamefully is 
the current administration of President Barack Obama, 
who refers to the Holodomor in all annual White House 
proclamations since he took office to as a great tragedy, a 
crime against humanity, etc. – but not genocide. Instead of 
honoring the victims, these proclamations not only offend 
the Ukrainian living but disrespect the findings of the U.S. 
Commission on the Ukraine Famine released in 1988, as 
well as the U.S. Congress in session and the 
president of the United States in office in 
2006. 

The law which enabled the construction 
of the aforementioned Holodomor memori-
al  was introduced by Democratic 
Congressman Sander Levin from Michigan, 
received bipartisan support and was signed 
by President George W. Bush. That law 
refers to the Holodomor as genocide. 
Almost 20 countries, America’s allies, have 
recognized the Holodomor as genocide. 
Raphael Lemkin, who coined the term 
“genocide,” which spawned the United Nations Convention 
on Prevention and Punishment of the Crime of Genocide 
(1948), determined that the Holodomor was a genocide of 
the Ukrainian people, and even a cursory reading of the 
U.N. convention’s definition of the term lays to rest any 
ambiguity that what happened to Ukrainians in 1932-1933 
in the USSR was an attempted genocide. 

An incongruous issue, yet one often raised, is that of the 
number of victims. That issue is both problematic and 
probably not very significant in assessing the Holodomor, 
and it continues to be a subject of distraction, in particular 
by Russian propagandists with less than honorable 
motives, i.e. to minimize the damage as Russia purports to 
be the successor state of the USSR. It also remains a subject 
for debate by some, in particular, Ukrainian academics with 
honorable motives for the sake of historical correctness. 
The matter is problematic because of the passage of time, 
as well as poorly kept and intentionally distorted records. 
It is irrelevant because, whether 4 million or 10 million 
died, the Holodomor remains one of history’s biggest trag-
edies, genocides and crimes against humanity. 

Noted British historian Robert Conquest in “The Harvest 
of Sorrow” – certainly the seminal study on the Famine of 
1932-1933 prepared prior to the demise of the USSR and 
the opening of Soviet archives – estimated the total num-
ber of victims from the Famine at 7 million, with 6 million 
Ukrainians. Additionally, he estimated 4 million deaths 
within the USSR in 1930-1937 as a result of de-kulakiza-
tion. Ukrainians were considered the main opponents to 
de-kulakization. Some 80 percent of that 4 million were 
Ukrainians, which would mean that in 1930-1937 more 
than 9 million Ukrainians lost their lives from famine and 
de-kulakization. The distinction between death from fam-
ine and death from de-kulakization is difficult to define.

In its report to the U.S. Congress adopted and submitted 
in 1988, the Commission on the Ukraine Famine set the 
number of Ukrainian victims as widely ranged but with a 
high end of over 8 million. James Mace, the commission’s 
executive director, had written earlier of a 7.5 million num-
ber: “Actually, the figure might well be higher. The figure of 
10 million total victims of the famine seems to have circu-
lated with the Soviet elite... The extraordinary frequency 
with which the 10 million figure appears obliges us to take 
seriously the possibility that it did in fact originate in Soviet 
official circles, even if we cannot claim to know with cer-
tainty.”

The International Commission of Inquiry into the 1932-
1933 Famine in Ukraine convened by the World Congress 
of Free Ukrainians in its 1990 report concluded that the 
number of victims in Ukraine was at least 4.5 million with 
approximately 3 million outside Ukraine – thus, at least 7.5 
million. The Summary of the International Commission of 
Inquiry into the 1932-1933 Famine in Ukraine referred to 
two censuses in the USSR, one in 1926 and the other in 
1939. 

All of these determinations were made prior to the 
demise of the USSR and access to Soviet archives in 
Moscow. Access revealed yet another census, one that had 
been taken in 1937. That census evidenced such an egre-
gious loss of life attendant to the Famine, that Stalin had 
the results suppressed and the officials responsible 
promptly arrested and executed. 

In any event, the 1926 census, about which there was no 
dispute, revealed that in 1926 the total population of the 
USSR was 147 million, with 31 million Ukrainians and 116 
million non-Ukrainians. The 1939 census, which was sanc-
tioned officially as accurate, showed the total population of 
the USSR at 170.5 million, with 28 million Ukrainians and 
142.5 million non-Ukrainians. This indicated that the 
Ukrainian population actually declined by some 3 million 
during that period, while the population of non-Ukrainians 

grew by 26.5 million or at 23 percent, which if applied to 
Ukrainians would have meant that in 1939 there should 
have been 38 million Ukrainians. Thus, it appeared that the 
Ukrainian population lost 10 million with an adjustment 
for unborn children.

The 1937 census (conducted in January 1937) is impor-
tant. It corroborates the aforesaid results and makes the 
decline of the Ukrainian population even more stark. 
Perhaps even more importantly, it reflects the Famine loss-
es more directly since it is closer in time to the Holodomor 
and unlike the 1939 census does not reflect the additional 
losses suffered during the purges, which commenced in 
1937. According to that census, the number of Ukrainians 
within the USSR in 1937 was 26.4 million – almost 5 mil-
lion less than in 1926. That, in and of itself, is staggering. 
When combined with what was the normal growth rate of 
non-Ukrainians in the USSR from 1926 to 1937 at 17 per-
cent, Ukrainians should have numbered 36.5 million in 
1937. The conclusion is that between 1926 and 1937, the 
Ukrainian population within the entire USSR declined by 
10.1 million. This was the direct and indirect result of the 
Famine and the policy termed by Dr. Conquest as de-
kulakization. Naturally, in assessing the number of actual 
victims, an allowance should be made once again for chil-
dren never born to the victims. 

One of the first Ukrainian professionals who was given 
access to Soviet records in Moscow was Stanislaw 
Kulchytsky, a historian from the Ukrainian National 
Academy of Sciences in Kyiv. Dr. Kulchytsky travelled to 
Moscow in the second half of the 1980s and after complet-
ing his research he wrote: “Consequently, the population of 
Ukraine for 1933-1938 ought to have increased due to natu-
ral progression by 3,034,000 people. On January 1, 1933, 
the republic had 31,901,000 inhabitants (on the basis of the 
count at that time), and on January 17, 1939 – 30,946,000 
(according to the census). The population ought to have 
increased to 34,935,000, but in realty it decreased to 
30,946,000.What happened to 3,939,000? Some number 
may have migrated beyond the republic’s boundaries, but 
the majority were victims of Famine and repression.”

Dr. Kulchytsky repeated the same findings after the 
Soviet demise and his travels to the West, conferring with 
others such as M. Maksudov and Stephen Wheatcroft. Prof. 
Wheatcroft, in fact, had access to Soviet archives prior to 
Dr. Kulchytsky so that his analysis prior to the Soviet 
demise reflects information in Soviet archives, although 
being given access by the Soviets that early raises ques-
tions about his objectivity. Dr. Kulchytsky did not address 
the matter of Ukrainian victims outside Ukraine, although 

he did address the precipitous decline of Ukrainians 
according to the 1937 census. He attributed this decrease 
to “millions of Ukrainians and Belarusians, who perma-
nently resided beyond the boundaries of their republics, 
[and] during the census of 1937 registered as Russians.”

Several glaring and substantiated statistics contradict 
Dr. Kulchytsky’s last conclusion. According to the 1937 cen-
sus the number of Belarusians increased by 2.9 percent 
over 1926, while Ukrainians declined by 15.3 percent. 
Furthermore, in comparing the numbers of the 1937 and 
1939 censuses, Ukrainians increased during the two-year 
period relatively substantially, and this was at the time 
after the purges when Ukrainians would have had even 
more reason not to register as Ukrainians.

One of the most prominent non-Ukrainian historians 
who writes often on Ukrainian topics and is often cited on 
the subject of the Holodomor is Yale University’s Timothy 
Snyder. However, the Great Famine of 1932-1933 is not his 
field of expertise. He devotes a total of 37 pages in his more 
than 400-page book “Bloodlands” to all Soviet famines, 
including the Holodomor of 1932-1933. His conclusions 
regarding numbers are not based on independent research 
in Soviet archives, but rather the result of analyzing the 
findings of other researchers. 

His conclusions are as follows: 
“The Soviet census of 1937 found 8 mil-

lion fewer people than projected: most of 
theses were famine victims in Soviet 
Ukraine, Soviet Kazakhstan and Soviet 
Russia, and the children that they did not 
have. Stalin suppressed its findings and had 
the responsible demographers executed. In 
1933 Soviet officials in private conversa-
tions most often provided the estimate of 
5.5 million dead from hunger. This seems 
roughly correct, if perhaps somewhat low, 
for the Soviet Union in the early 1930s, 
including Soviet Ukraine, Soviet Kazakhstan 

and Soviet Russia. 
“One demographic retrojection suggests a figure of 

about 2.5 million famine deaths for Soviet Ukraine. This is 
too close to the recorded figure of excess deaths, which is 
about 2.4 million. The latter figure must be substantially 
low, since many deaths were not recorded. Another demo-
graphic calculation, carried out on behalf of the authorities 
of independent Ukraine, provides the figure of 3.9 million 
dead. The truth is probably in between these numbers, 
where most of the estimates of respectable scholars can be 
found. It seems reasonable to propose a figure of approxi-
mately 3.3 million deaths by starvation and hunger-related 
disease in Soviet Ukraine in 1932-1933. Of these people, 
some 3 million would have been Ukrainians, and the rest 
Russians, Poles, Germans, Jews and others. Among the mil-
lion or so dead in the Soviet Russian republic were proba-
bly at least 200,000 Ukrainians, since the famine struck 
heavily in regions where Ukrainians lived. Perhaps as many 
as a hundred thousand more Ukrainians were among the 
1.3 million people who died in the earlier famine in 
Kazakhstan. All in all, no fewer than 3.3 million Soviet citi-
zens died in Soviet Ukraine of starvation and hunger-relat-
ed diseases; and about the same number of Ukrainians (by 
nationality) died in the Soviet Union as a whole.”

The sources for Prof. Snyder’s analysis as listed in his 
footnotes are: Schlogel, Vallin, government study summa-
rized in the Ukrainian newspaper Dzerkalo Tyzhnia, 
Kulchytsky, Ellman, Maksudov and Graziosi. There are no 
references to Soviet archives or documents except the 
aforementioned 1937 census. 

A recent joint collaboration of three demographers of 
the National Academy of Sciences of Ukraine in Kyiv, 
Omelian Rudnytskyi, Nataliia Levchuk and Pavlo Shevchuk, 
and Ukrainian American demographer Oleh Wolowyna 
took on the demographic issue of the “massive famine in 
Ukraine 1932-1933” and concluded:

“We estimate the toll of the Great Famine at 4.5 million, 
with 3.9 million in direct and 0.6 million in indirect losses. 
Using the indicator losses per 100 population instead of 
per 1,000 population, this translates into a total loss (direct 
plus indirect losses) equivalent to 15.3 percent of the over-
all population of Soviet Ukraine in 1933... Most of the direct 
losses occurred in 1933 – about 91 percent in rural areas 
and 67 percent in urban areas. Actually, the majority of 
excess deaths in 1933 occurred within a six-month period, 
between March and August, with 77.5 per cent in urban 
areas and 90.0 per cent in rural areas.”

The number of Ukrainian victims of the Fam-
ine of 1932-1933 in the USSR is certainly more 
than 4 million and probably less than 10 mil-
lion. Irrespective of the number one accepts, 
however, the Holodomor was an act of genocide 
against the Ukrainian nation and one of his-
tory’s biggest crimes against humanity.

(Continued on page 12)
Askold S. Lozynskyj is an attorney based in New York City. 

He is a former president of the Ukrainian World Congress.
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Vesnivka liturgy premiere celebrates 50 seasons of song
by John Pidkowich

TORONTO – The Vesnivka Choir treated 
music lovers in the Ukrainian community 
and many others in the Canadian music 
community to a unique heavenly choral 
experience to commence its 50th anniver-
sary season. 

Vesnivka presented the world premiere 
of Roman Hurko’s Liturgy No. 4 conducted 
by Vesnivka’s founder, choral and artistic 
director Halyna Kvitka Kondracki on Sunday, 
October 18, at St. Nicholas Ukrainian 
Catholic Church in Toronto. This has been 
Vesnivka’s home base since it was founded 
as a girls’ choir at the parish’s associated 
Ukrainian School. The magnificent musical 
work was especially commissioned for the 
choir’s golden anniversary and newly writ-
ten for its matured all-female voices. 

Present at the premiere was the com-
poser. Mr. Hurko is a Canadian-American of 
Ukrainian heritage, born and raised in 
Toronto, whose childhood roots include 
attending St. Nicholas Church and later 
conducting its youth choir. Mr. Hurko, who 
started composing in high school, is a grad-
uate of the University of Toronto and the 
Yale Institute of Sacred Music. He has been 
a member of the Composers’ Union of 
Ukraine since 2004.

This remarkable performance by 
Vesnivka foremost created a prayerful and 
solemn spiritual experience for some 500 
attendees. A welcome address by St. 
Nicholas Church’s pastor, the Rev. Dr. 
Roman Lobay, invited listeners to avail 
themselves of the opportunity in time and 
space to gather mystically as the Body of 
Christ and meditate upon the sung liturgy.

The main excerpts of the liturgy were 
sung in concert format in Ukrainian, 
according to the text of the Divine Liturgy 
of St. John Chrysostom, the most celebrated 
Eucharistic liturgy in the Eastern Christian 

Catholic and Orthodox Churches of the 
Byzantine Rite. An English text translation 
was provided in a program. 

The priest’s invocation for the choir’s 
responses and prayers was sung most spir-
itually by the Rev. Taras Dusanowskyj in a 
superbly resonating baritone voice. The 
soprano solo lines were sung with a bright 
and clear enlightening voice by choir mem-
ber Lesia Komorowsky. 

To round out and enrich the liturgy-in-
concert, the Toronto Ukrainian Male 
Chamber Choir performed adeptly to pro-
vide a full dependable sound to join and 
complement Vesnivka in singing the closing 
prayers “Gentle Light” and “Ave Maria,” 
written earlier by Mr. Hurko.

The consistently high standard of musi-
cal choral performance by Vesnivka is well-
known on many stages and in concert halls, 
both locally and internationally. Vesnivka’s 
impressive performance from high above in 
St. Nicholas Church choir loft generated no 
less a majestic sound with full-range 

dynamics and contrasts, producing rich 
tones, harmonies and keen intonation, all 
enhanced by the acoustics provided by the 
church nave’s high ceiling and wrap-
around wood.

To the audience listening below and on 
the balcony, surrounded by the church’s 
magnificent interior of religious paintings, 
icons and iconostasis, an angelic image of 
the choir was imprinted in the mind, reflec-
tive of “Vesnivka Choir” at St. Nicholas 
painted by William Kurelek in 1973.

A post-concert reception in the Church 
Hall welcomed all choir members, Vesnivka 
alumnae and the audience. A short pro-
gram led by Vesnivka’s president, Irka 
Nabereznyj, included Ms. Kondracki being 
awarded a medal from the Ukrainian World 
Congress by board member Anna Kisil for 
“Outstanding contribution during the Year 
of Taras Shevchenko [2014] celebrating 
200 years of his birth.”

In response to a tremendous welcome, 
Mr. Hurko said, “It is an honor to participate 
in Vesnivka’s 50th anniversary season” and 
thanked conductor Kvitka Kondracki and 
the Vesnivka Choir for such a moving per-
formance. 

“Many people came up to me afterwards 
and said that they had tears in their eyes – 
both men and women. This was due to your 
artistry and, even more so, due to the prayer-
ful way in which you sang,” said Mr. Hurko. 

He also thanked Sister Christine Dudych for 
her help in the computer transcription of the 
music, as well as making Mount Mary Spiritual 
Retreat Centre in Ancaster, Ontario, run by the 
Sister Servants of Mary Immaculate, available 
to Vesnivka for an intense weekend work-
shop to prepare for this premiere. 

A $5,000 sponsorship cheque was pre-
sented to the Vesnivka Choir from the 
Ukrainian Credit Union by board members 
Walter Drozdowsky and Oleh Marianchuk. 
Vesnivka also gratefully acknowledged the 

generosity of key sponsors: the Ontario 
Arts Council, Toronto Arts Council, 
Ihnatowycz Family Foundation, Olzhych 
Foundation in Canada, Shevchenko 
Foundation, John and Lessia Tkach, Delores 
Y. Buka-Huculak, the Temerty Family and 
many other generous supporters. 

Finally, a hearty round of applause was 
given to the Vesnivka 50th Anniversary 
Committee chaired by Myroslawa Anna 
Diakun and comprising many Vesnivka 
members. Their dedicated hard work and 
months of planning gave people attending 
the reception event the opportunity to 
learn about Vesnivka’s history and accom-
plishments. Help from the men in the 
Chamber Choir and spouses of Vesnivka 
members was also greatly appreciated. 

Numerous displays about Vesnivka’s 
past 50 years were presented, including 
concert dress outfits arranged by Lydia 
Cymbaluk, photo tableaux of many tours 
and competitions held in several countries 
and a 700-plus photo slideshow of the 
choir’s events and trips prepared by Nykola 
Parzei. There was an opportunity to pur-
chase Vesnivka’s new 50th anniversary CD 
recording, decorations and chef aprons 
designed with Vesnivka’s logo. 

Other 50th anniversary season concerts 
in Toronto include: a Christmas concert 
with special guests on Sunday, January 10, 
2016, at 3 p.m., at Islington United Church, 
Etobicoke, Ontario, and a 50th anniversary 
gala concert with renowned guest artists 
Elmer Isler Singers (Lydia Adams, conduc-
tor) and Roman Borys, cellist of The 
Gryphon Trio, along with the Toronto 
Ukrainian Male Chamber Choir on Sunday, 
April 17, 2016, at 3 p.m., at Glenn Gould 
Studio, Toronto. For information, readers 
may call 416-246-9880 or 416-763-2197. 

A version of this article was originally 
published in The New Pathway (Toronto).

ed goals of the PfP is to “provide a frame-
work for enhanced political and military 
cooperation for joint multilateral crisis 
management activities, such as humanitari-
an assistance and peacekeeping.” Ukraine 
was the first post-Soviet country to join the 
PfP in 1993.

In addition to the assistance provided by 
the U.S. government, some of us could also 
personally witness the great generosity of 
the American people during our travels 
throughout the United States – which was 
expressed through numerous spontaneous 
initiatives to ship medical and humanitari-

an supplies to Ukraine.
Time is of the essence, Mr. President. The 

people of Ukraine must know that they are 
not forgotten in their time of need! The 
instruments anticipated by the National 
Guard State Partnership and Partnership for 
Peace programs will allow the American 
people to more effectively and rapidly 
access and deliver already available medical 
and humanitarian supplies to Ukraine – lit-
erally within days. We each represent distri-
bution networks that cooperate with each 
other; we now ask for the resources to meet 
the growing human needs.

We pray that God grant you guidance, wis-
dom and bless you and the great American 
nation. God bless the United States and 
Ukraine!

Sincerely, 
Filaret (Denysenko),  

Patriarch of Kyiv and All Rus-Ukraine, 
Ukrainian Orthodox Church Kyiv 

Patriarchate
Sviatoslav (Shevchuk),  

Major archbishop of Kyiv-Halych,  
Ukrainian Greek-Catholic Church

Yaakov Dov Bleich,  
Chief rabbi of Kyiv and all Ukraine

*  *  *
The identical text in Ukrainian has also 

been signed by:
Archbishop Petro Malchuk,  

Ordinary of Kyiv and Zhytomyr,  
Roman Catholic Church in Ukraine 

Sheikh Ahmed Tamim,  

Mufti of Ukraine, Spiritual  
Administration of Muslims of Ukraine 

Valery Antoniuk,  
Chairman of the All-Ukrainian Union  

of Churches of  Evangelical  
Christians –Baptists 

Mikhailo Panochko,  
Senior bishop of the All-Ukrainian  

Union of Evangelical Christians  
Churches – Pentecostals

Vyacheslav Horpynchuk,  
Bishop, Ukrainian Lutheran Church 

Leonid Padun,  
Senior bishop, Ukrainian Christian 

Evangelical Church; rotating chairman  
of the All-Ukrainian Council of Churches 

and Religious Organizations 

(Continued from page 7)

Letter from...

Choral and artistic director Halyna Kvitka Kondracki 
conducts the Vesnivka Choir.

Vesnivka presents the world premiere of Roman Hurko’s “Liturgy No. 4” at St. Nicholas Ukrainian Catholic 
Church in Toronto.

Walter Korobaylo

Composer Roman Hurko at the premiere.
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ing Ukraine in the war in eastern Ukraine and 
those who participated in the Euro-Maidan, 
with a special mention of those members of 
the Kyiv-Mohyla family who have been 
injured or killed in the current war. 

President Poroshenko addressed the 
audience with encouraging words: 

“The university played a pivotal role in 
Ukraine’s education and history. Today, the 
key to success in the world is innovation 
and human capital.  Right now, as never 
before, a country’s development and suc-
cess depends on the competence and criti-
cal thinking of its pro-active and responsi-
ble people.  Such are the individuals that 
Kyiv-Mohyla Academy educates.

“A university’s success is measured by its 
graduates.  Your graduates are successful in 
business, your graduates are working in the 
Presidential Administration on my own 
team, your graduates are in charge of entire 
ministries, they are members of Ukraine’s 
Parliament, they introduce and pass laws 
that change our nation for a better future.”  To 
everyone’s applause, President Poroshenko 
stated that he supports an increase in fund-
ing for education and research. 

Innovative performances

A spectacular show featuring film, imag-
es and audio depicting the history of 
Ukraine and Kyiv-Mohyla Academy, and 
featuring scenes from the Euro-Maidan was 

projected onto the facades of the historic 
university buildings facing the audience.  
This audio-visual presentation projected by 
high-power technology left a memorable 
image in the hearts and minds of everyone 
in the audience, and inspired a connection 
to Ukraine’s past and present. It was a spec-
tacular way to relay Ukraine’s and the uni-
versity’s history. 

Especially moving was the unique and 
inventive performance by the Theater of 
the Dakh Center of Contemporary Art, 
directed and produced by the brilliant, 
expressive, innovative Vlad Troitsky.  When 
the group Dakha Brakha performed with 
the Dakh Sisters of the theater troupe, at 
times accompanying the visual lighting 

show and at times becoming its driving 
force, the effect was visually and emotional-
ly jarring.  The sound effects combined with 
the visual presentation illustrated 
Ukraine’s history and the chaos of the last 
25 years of struggles – from independence, 
to identity, to freedom.  

The weird, haunting, magical sounds of 
the singers and actors penetrated the 
premises, the walls and the audience, pro-
ducing a mood of reflection and mystery.  
When these sounds combined with the 
piercing loud beating of drums, there was 
no doubt that the mystical energy sur-
rounded the audience was a reminder of 
the brutality of the current war and its 
human cost. Yet, at the same time, it was a 

call for a reassessment of national and indi-
vidual identity, and a sign of solidarity with 
the frailty of the human condition. 

The drums accelerated to their strongest 
force when images of the snipers’ brutality 
on the Maidan were projected.  This was 
the moment when the audience felt the 
Maidan Revolution’s impact as a turning 
point in history that profoundly changed 
Ukrainians and the world, and that Kyiv-
Mohyla Academy had played a significant 
role in this process. 

An added artistic manifestation of the 
anniversary event was the performance of 
the well-known male vocal ensemble 
Pikkardiyska Tertsiya, which performed its 
most popular songs, as well as songs to 
honor those who give their lives in the cur-
rent war for Ukraine’s freedom.  The uni-
versity’s choir, Pochaina, provided a choral 
performance worthy of a full concert.  The 
university’s theater group entertained in 
the aisles during breaks. 

National recognition

To honor Kyiv-Mohyla Academy’s 400th 
anniversary and its role in Ukraine’s histo-
ry, the National Bank of Ukraine issued a 
valuable limited edition of silver commem-
orative coins in 5 hrv and 2 hrv denomina-
tions.  In addition, Ukraine’s Postal Service 
issued new stamps and envelopes com-
memorating Kyiv Mohyla Academy’s 400th 
anniversary

Marta Farion is president of the Kyiv-
Mohyla Foundation of America.

(Continued from page 1)

Kyiv-Mohyla...

The Kyiv-Mohyla Foundation’s board members at the awards ceremony: (from left) 
Vyacheslav Bryukhovetsky, Suzanne Miller and Ambassador William Green Miller, 

Marta Farion, David Bishop, Daniel Hryhorczuk and Anna Mostovych.

Bohdan Hawrylyshyn, honorary professor of 
NaUKMA, scholar, civic activist and philanthropist. Kyiv’s Mayor Vitali Klitschko.

Pikkardiyska Tertsiya performs during the concert celebrating the 400th anniversary 
of Kyiv-Mohyla Academy.

Dakha Brakha and Dakh Daughters of the Vlad Troitsky Theater 
Dakh perform during the outdoor program marking Kyiv-Mohyla 

Academy’s quadricentennial.

At the fund-raising reception at the Kyiv International Art and Conference Center.

Serhiy Rossinsky
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housed for the first six months at a health 
facility near the city of Olsztyn, where they 
will undergo intensive Polish language 
training. This is the second group of ethnic 
Poles to leave Ukraine and return to Poland 
since the conflict erupted in eastern 
Ukraine in early 2014. (RFE/RL’s Russian 
Service)

Russian top court upholds Sentsov verdict

ROSTOV-ON-DON, Russia – When asked 
upon his sentencing before a Russian mili-
tary court in Rostov-on-Don on August 25 
whether he understood the charges 
against him, Oleh Sentsov and co-defen-
dant Oleksandr Kolchenko, who received a 
10-year sentence, sang Ukraine’s national 
anthem. On November 24, Mr. Sentsov 
declined to testify. “I have nothing to say,” 
he said at the hearing before the Russian 
Supreme Court in Moscow. “This is a dull 
television show.” Mr. Sentsov, a native of 

Crimea, was arrested in May 2014 on sus-
picion of planning the fire-bombings of 
two pro-Russian organizations. After being 
convicted on August 25, the 39-year old 
said that a “trial by occupiers cannot be 
fair by definition.” The Supreme Court on 
November 24 upheld the 10-year sentence 
of co-defendant Mr. Kolchenko as well. The 
prosecution of Messrs. Sentsov and 
Kolchenko has been widely criticized as 
retaliation for their outspoken opposition 
to Russia’s annexation of Crimea. A U.N. 
resolution overwhelmingly asserted in 
2014 that the peninsula remained part of 
Ukraine, although Russian authorities have 
installed their own institutions and exer-
cise day-to-day control. Mr. Sentsov is an 
internationally acclaimed film director 
whose first feature film, “Gamer,” about a 
computer-game-obsessed teenager, was 
presented at the Rotterdam Film Festival 
in 2012. EU lawmakers in September 
urged Russia to release Messrs. Sentsov 
and Kolchenko, calling their detentions a 
“blatant violation of the territorial integri-
ty of Ukraine” through “illegal kidnapping.” 

Icons of European cinema last week made 
a public plea to famed Russian film direc-
tor Nikita Mikhalkov, a staunch supporter 
of Russian President Vladimir Putin, to 
lobby for Sentsov’s release. “It is our 
responsibility – as filmmakers and as 
human beings – to stand up for human 
rights and the freedom of speech. Please 
raise your voice and support us in our sup-
port of Oleg Sentsov,” prominent members 
of the European Film Academy wrote to 
Mr. Mikhalkov in the November 20 letter. 
The four signatories were Polish directors 
Agnieszka Holland and Andrzej Wajda, as 
well as German filmmakers Wim Wenders 
and Volker Schloendorff. Separately, leg-
endary Polish actor Daniel Olbrychski last 
week published a letter addressed to Mr. 
Mikhalkov in the Polish daily Gazeta 
Wyborza, writing: “I believe that you do 
not think and feel differently [from] all the 
great artists from many countries who 
signed letters regarding our Ukrainian col-
league to President Putin.” He also noted: 
“The cruelty of [the] trial brings to mind 
the darkest judgments of the past of our 
common civilization and culture. I appeal 
to you and I beg you, as your Polish broth-
er, to do something. Among all of us, you 
are the person closest to your president 
and the case.” (RFE/RL, with reporting by 
RFE/RL’s Russian Service, TASS and holly-
woodreporter.com)

Savchenko attorneys face prosecution 

OTTAWA – Mark Feygin and Nikolai 
Polozov, attorneys for Nadiya Savchenko 
are facing criminal prosecution for publi-
cizing materials in Russia’s illegal trial of 
Ms. Savchenko, Radio Svoboda reported, 
according to a news update from the 
Ukrainian Canadian Congress. Mr. Feygin 
stated, “There is an attempt to charge 
Polozov and me with a crime for revealing 
information about the testimony of 
Plotnitsky. A separate decision on the pros-
ecution of Feygin and Polozov will be sub-
mitted together with the verdict.” Mr. 
Polozov stated, “The criminal persecution 
of Feygin and me – is revenge of the author-
ities for an independent and honest 
defense of Savchenko. It wasn’t enough to 
abduct and illegally detain Savchenko as a 
hostage, they’ve now decided to pressure 
the defense.” On November 18, the court 
heard testimony from Igor Plotnitsky, lead-
er of the so-called Luhansk Peoples’ 
Republic. The court ruled that his testimo-
ny be heard in-camera. Ms. Savchenko was 
serving in eastern Ukraine when she was 
abducted by Kremlin-backed terrorists in 
June 2014 and taken to Russia, where she 
has been illegally detained and imprisoned 
since that time. Russia has ignored repeat-
ed calls from the international community 

(Continued on page 13)
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ATO
CHILDREN OF WAR

The war in Eastern Ukraine has brought death, destruction and 
a generation of children whose fathers gave their lives for ukraine. 
These children and their mothers receive little or no aid and need our 
support.

Orphans Aid Society, a 501c(3) charity, has been supporting 
orphans in Ukraine since 1992.  We have expanded our services to 
support these children.

To sponsor a war child please contact us at oasnyo@gmail.com
Visit our website www.oasukraine.org

or write
Orphans’ Aid Society
P.O. Box 630245
Little Neck, NY 11363-0245 
845-434-4096

This conclusion is displayed and item-
ized in a table of direct (excess deaths) and 
indirect (lost birth) 1932-1934 Famine 
losses in Soviet Ukraine by urban-rural 
areas. The combined urban-rural direct 
numbers for Soviet Ukraine are listed as 
follows: 250,000 for 1932; 3,529,200 for 
1933; and 163,300 for 1934 – totaling 
3,942,500. The reason why the 1932 num-
ber is rounded off to a rather imprecise 
estimate of 250,000 is because, by the 
authors’ admission, birth and death 
records for 1932 were not available. 
Indirect numbers for Soviet Ukraine were 
given as 586,000. The conclusion did not 
estimate the number of Ukrainians within 
that number or the number of Ukrainians 
outside Ukraine such as those in the Kuban 
region, which was heavily Ukrainian con-
centrated and from which, similar to the 
Ukrainian SSR, migration was proscribed 
by the Soviet decree of January 22, 1933. 

Frankly, the Soviets in general did not 
have good recordkeeping and, in particular, 
during Stalin’s regime the tendency was to 
cover up. Soviet archivists have attested to 
this. Vsevolod Tsaplin, a Russian historian 
and the director of the Central State 
Archive in Moscow, wrote that in the years 
of central planning and maintaining 
records, “clearly very intentionally there 
were two sets of accounting for natural 
population growth: one for the press, and 
another for government use... For me it is 
very clear that the most important inten-
tion in concealing elements and summa-
tions of the natural movement of popula-
tions and the census of 1939 was to cover 
up the extent of massive liquidation of the 
population in the 1930s. Millions who per-
ished disappeared from statistics. They 
simply never existed.”

Prof. Volodymyr Serhijchuk of Kyiv’s 
Taras Shevchenko National University, a 
historian and certainly one of the most 
prominent post-Soviet researchers work-
ing in the Soviet archives has addressed the 
numbers quandary as well. Recently, 
apprised of the reliance on Kulchytsky and 
the Rudnytskyi-Wolowyna numerical con-
clusions, Prof. Serhijchuk has raised a num-
ber of questions as to the value of utilizing 

Soviet birth and death records in reaching 
demographic conclusions: the deaths of 
children below one year were not regis-
tered at all; deaths after March 1933 were 
not registered; many children were simply 
left at the doors of orphanages, were not 
taken in and their deaths were not regis-
tered; children lured by cannibals and 
killed were not registered; those who died 
on roads or in forests and were ravaged by 
dogs and wild animals or whose bodies 
simply decomposed were never counted or 
buried; many deaths went unreported by 
surviving family members hoping to con-
tinue receiving the food quotas of those 
family members who had died; many 
deaths were unreported and the victims 
simply buried in graves or wells and then 
covered over with earth or simply garbage; 
many died within their homes and were 
simply buried next to the homes or simply 
died within their homes, decomposed 
indoors and were never registered.

Furthermore, Prof. Serhijchuk raises the 
issue of other Ukrainian deaths that went 
unregistered: those who were sentenced for 
crimes against the “five stalks” prohibition 
who died in prisons both within and outside 
of Ukraine and whose bodies were never 
turned over to surviving family members 
for burial and those state ”criminals” who 
were taken to construct canals in northern 
Russia or at other hard-labor locations. His 
position is that, if they were registered, they 
were registered as Russians.

In conclusion, any attempt to account 
with certitude for the number of victims of 
the Holodomor is flawed. The most reason-
able approaches appear to be that of Dr. 
Conquest prior to the opening of Soviet 
archives and that of Prof. Serhijchuk, who is 
probably the most accomplished in the 
post-Soviet period, having spent much time 
and effort both in Soviet archives with 
flawed Soviet documents, as well as having 
studied the accounts of other professionals. 

The conclusion should be that the num-
ber of Ukrainian victims of the Famine of 
1932-1933 in the USSR is certainly more 
than 4 million and probably less than 10 
million. Irrespective of the number one 
accepts, however, the Great Famine of 
1932-1933 – the Holodomor – was an act 
of genocide against the Ukrainian nation 
and one of history’s biggest crimes against 
humanity.

(Continued from page 9)

Re-counting...
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for her immediate release. (Ukrainian 
Canadian Congress)

Ukraine flag attached to Moscow skyscraper 

MOSCOW – Police in Moscow have 
detained three people after they attached 
Ukraine’s national flag to scaffolding on a 
Stalin-era skyscraper. The stunt took place 
on November 23, two years after the start 
of the Euro-Maidan protests that ousted 
former President Viktor Yanukovych in 
February 2014. In August of last year, five 
Russian men and women held a similar 
stunt in which a Soviet red star atop the 
same building was painted in the blue and 
yellow colors of the Ukrainian flag. A 
Moscow court found one of the activists 
guilty of hooliganism and vandalism, and 
sentenced him to 27 months in prison. The 
other four were acquitted. (RFE/RL, based 
on reporting by ovdinfo.org and Interfax)

Fitch upgrades Ukraine’s credit rating

OTTAWA – On November 18, Fitch 
Ratings upgraded Ukraine’s long-term for-
eign currency rating (IDR) from Restricted 
Default to CCC and the short-term IDR from 
Restricted Default to C. According to a news 
updated from the Ukrainian Canadian 
Congress, Fitch stated, “The country has 
emerged from default on commercial exter-
nal debt, issuing new bonds on November 
12 to holders of $15 billion (U.S.) in default-
ed Eurobonds. ...Public debt sustainability 
has improved. Reduced refinancing needs 
and a pipeline of official financing give the 

public and external finances some breath-
ing room and lower the risk of a sovereign 
debt crisis over the short- to medium-
term.” (Ukrainian Canadian Congress)

Yatsenyuk on Ukraine’s trade status

OTTAWA – Prime Minister Arseniy 
Yatsenyuk of Ukraine stated on November 
18 that the free trade agreement between 
Ukraine and the European Union will come 
into effect on January 1, 2016. He also stat-
ed that losses from a trade embargo by 
Russia on Ukraine are estimated at about 
$600 million for 2016. News of his com-
ments was reported by the Ukrainian 
Canadian Congress in its “Crisis in Ukraine: 
Daily Briefing.” Mr. Yatsenyuk stressed the 
need to develop a joint plan with the EU on 
overcoming the negative effects of Russia’s 
economic aggression, “We are looking for-
ward to a joint position of the European 
Union and Ukraine in this matter, as after 
January 1 Ukraine and the European Union 
will be in the common trade area.” 
(Ukrainian Canadian Congress)

Russia to ban food imports from Ukraine

MOSCOW – Russia has announced it will 
ban all food imports from Ukraine starting 
on January 1. Russian Economy Minister 
Aleksei Ulyukayev told TV channel 
Rossia-24 on November 18 that Russia was 
taking the action “because Ukraine has 
joined the sanctions against the Russian 
Federation – economic and financial.” 
Russia has been slapped with Western 
sanctions for annexing Ukraine’s Crimea 
Peninsula and supporting pro-Russian sep-
aratists in eastern Ukraine. More than 
7,900 people have died in the conflict in 

eastern Ukraine, according to UN estimates. 
Moscow, which denies any role in the con-
flict, has already imposed its own food bans 
on the European Union, the United States 
and other Western countries. Ukrainian 
Prime Minister Arseniy Yatsenyuk said the 
pending Russian action will cost Ukraine’s 
economy some $600 million in 2016. On 
the other hand, Mr. Yatsenyuk noted the 
Ukrainian economy was now less depen-
dent on Russia. “While earlier our depen-
dence was 35 percent, now it’s at the level 
of 12.5 percent,” Yatsenyuk said on 
November 18, according to a statement on 
his cabinet’s website. (RFE/RL, based on 
reporting by AFP and DPA)

Russia to halt gas supplies to Ukraine

MOSCOW – Russian Energy Minister 
Aleksandr Novak says Moscow will cut gas 
supplies to Ukraine for Kyiv’s failure to pay 
up front for deliveries and might also sus-
pend coal shipments to Ukraine in retalia-
tion for a power blackout of Crimea. Mr. 
Novak said on November 24 that the gas 
deliveries will be stopped “today or tomor-
row due to the lack of advance payment by 
Ukraine,” adding that Russia could retaliate 
“politically and economically” unless Kyiv 
restores electricity supplies to Crimea. 
Russian-annexed Crimea continues to rely 
on emergency generators to meet its basic 
power needs after unknown saboteurs 
blew up electricity pylons supplying the 
peninsula with electricity, in Ukraine’s 
Kherson region over the weekend. Pro-
Ukrainian activists have so far prevented 
repairs to the damaged pylons and associ-
ated power lines. The Ukrainian Internal 
Affairs Minister Arsen Avakov said on 
November 23 that just one of the four dam-
aged transmission towers could be 
repaired at the moment. (RFE/RL, based 
on reporting by Reuters and Interfax)

Another mosque is robbed in Crimea 

SUDAK, Ukraine – Unknown individuals 
have robbed a mosque in Ukraine’s 
Crimean Peninsula, which was annexed by 
Russia last year. The Spiritual Directorate of 
Crimea’s Muslims said on November 19 
that intruders broke into the Yangy Maale 
Mosque near the town of Sudak earlier in 
the week and stole the donation box. 
According to the directorate, it was the 
eighth reported mosque robbery in Crimea 
since the beginning of 2015. On November 
14, unknown assailants threw dozens of 
bricks at the windows of a mosque in the 
village of Zavet-Leninsky. And in 
September, posters depicting the Grand 
Mosque being constructed in Crimea’s capi-
tal, Symferopol, were vandalized. The 
majority of Crimea’s Muslims are Crimean 
Tatars. Many of them have openly protest-
ed Crimea’s annexation by Russia in March 
2014. (Crimean Desk, RFE/RL’s Ukrainian 
Service)

Russian text to be eliminated from IDs

KYIV – Ukrainian President Petro 
Poroshenko has asked the government to 
replace Russian-language text with English 
text in Ukrainian identification documents. 
Mr. Poroshenko said on November 19 that 
the request came after a petition from 
Ukrainians demanding the change to docu-
ments that are known as internal pass-
ports. Most internal passports in Ukraine 
currently carry text in Ukrainian and 
Russian. A resident of the western city of 
Lviv, Sviatoslav Litynskyi, filed a lawsuit in 
early 2015 against a local passport agency, 
demanding an internal passport with text 
in Ukrainian only. He won the case in May 
and received such a passport in August. 
RFE/RL, based on reporting by UNIAN and 
TASS)

(Continued from page 12)
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Stephania Rudyk
She was born on March 8, 1925 in Hranky-Kuty, Ukraine

Funeral services were held on 
Saturday, November 14, 2015 

at Holy Cross Ukrainian Catholic Church, Astoria, NY

Left in mourning:

son    Stefan with his wife Olia
daughter-in-law   Inga

grandchildren   Katja Kulhanek
    Adrianna Odomirok with husband Robert
    Natalia Rudyk
    Nykola Rudyk with his wife Kelly
great-grandchildren  Clifton, Justin, Kaіley Rudyk
    Yarema Odomirok
    Arianna Rudyk
    Melania, Natalia and Nykola Rudyk
niece    Nadia Fanik
Godson    Oleh Denysyk with wife Anna
Extended family in the US, Canada and in Ukraine

Stephania was predeceased by her husband Michael and son Wasyl.

May Her Memory Be Eternal
In lieu of � owers, donations in memory of Stephania Rudyk can be made 

to NYC Branch UCCA, 59th Brigade (Medical Platoon), 
203 Second Ave., 3rd Floor, New York, NY 10003, Attn: Ivanka Zajac

It is with deep sorrow we share the news 
of the passing on November 12, 2015 
of our beloved mother, grandmother, 

great-grandmother and aunt

Freedom Support Act.
• A minimum of $200 million in addi-

tional immediate humanitarian aid to meet 
the funding gap identified by the U.N. Office 
for Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs 
(OCHA) as Ukraine grapples with 1.5 mil-
lion internally displaced persons (IDPs) 
and over 5 million persons – including 1.7 
million children – in need of immediate 
assistance.

• Increased resources to support inde-
pendent media facilitating delivery of free 
media content to Russian speakers, and 
empowering non-governmental actors 
with a proven track record to counter 
Russian propaganda.

Russia’s aggression against Ukraine is a 
strategic threat to the United States and 
Europe, particularly the countries of 
Central and Eastern Europe. In addition to 
its hybrid war in Ukraine and continued 
occupation of territories in Georgia, the 
Kremlin has engaged in provocations 
against the Baltic states, such as kidnap-
ping an Estonian intelligence officer from 
Estonia, ongoing dangerous aerial and mar-
itime incursions around the Baltic Sea – 
including interfering with the laying of 
electrical cable between Sweden and 
Lithuania in Lithuania’s economic zone of 
the Baltic Sea – and continuous threats by 
Russia’s military just short of aggression. 
Russia’s plan for a military air base in 
Belarus is another stark example. Other 
neighbors, especially non-NATO countries, 
are very nervous about Putin’s bellicose 
actions. By helping Ukraine defend itself 
and succeed as a democratic nation, we 
also assure protection of the region.

In the wake of Russia’s invasion and 
occupation last year of Crimea and large 
portions of Ukraine’s eastern Donbas 
region, Ukraine’s stability and its sovereign 
role in Europe are under siege. The difficul-
ties faced by the government in addressing 

the needs of its people are likely to be com-
pounded in the coming winter months, 
which could have grave consequences if not 
addressed immediately. 

The expanded support outlined above 
will demonstrate America’s enduring sup-
port for ensuring a free and independent 
Ukraine. It will also send an important mes-
sage to the nations of Central and Eastern 
Europe that the United States will stand 
resolutely against intimidation and in 
defense of a rules-based international sys-
tem among nations. As Ukraine President 
Poroshenko recently stated before an audi-
ence of students at Columbia University, 
“We need your assistance; we need your 
help.”

Sincerely, 
American Center for a European 

Ukraine
American Hungarian Federation
American Latvian Association
Armenian Assembly of America
Belarusan-American Association
Estonian American National Council
Georgian Association in the U.S.A.
Hungarian American Coalition
Joint Baltic American National 

Committee
Lithuanian American Community, Inc.
Lithuanian-American Council
New International Leadership Institute
Polish American Congress
Slovak League of America
Ukrainian Congress Committee of 

America
U.S.-Ukraine Business Council
U.S.-Ukraine Foundation
Volya Institute for Contemporary Law 

And Society

Copies of this letter were sent to: Sen. 
Lindsey Graham, chairman, and Sen. 
Patrick Leahy, ranking member, Senate 
State-Foreign Operations Appropriations 
Subcommittee; and Rep. Kay Granger, 
chairwoman, State-Foreign Operations 
Appropriations Subcommittee.

(Continued from page 3)

Ukraine working...
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North Dakota Ukrainians inducted into hall of fame
BELFIELD, N.D. – The Ukrainian Cultural 

Institute of North Dakota posthumously hon-
ored two cantors and a priest in the North 
Dakota Ukrainian Hall of Fame. The induc-
tion was held October 17 at the St. Bernard 
Parish Center in Belfield. Father Michael 
Martyniuk and cantors Nick Romanyshyn 
and Paul Patrick were honored for their ser-
vice to the Ukrainian Catholic Churches in 
the years from 1912 to the present.

Nick Romanyshyn

News of America reached the village of 
Bezbrudy, south of Lviv in western Ukraine, 
where Nick Romanyshyn was teaching and 
serving as cantor.

The good news was that anyone age 21 
or older could obtain 160 acres free. One 
only had to build a house, live in it and 
within five years, break 40 acres of land to 
farm. This was unbelievable to Nick as in 
Ukraine farms were only three to five acres. 
First, Nick married his girlfriend, Anna.

By reading a Ukrainian newspaper, Mr. 
Romanyshyn learned of the need for a cantor 
in St. Demetrius Ukrainian Catholic Church 
near Belfield, N.D. Homesteading was avail-
able. Nick and Anna decided to accept the 
Cantor position and homesteaded at Section 
4-Township 143-Range 98 in Billings 
County, known as the Snow community. 

Alex Gayda, a farmer-carpenter built a 
one-room frame house. The inside was plas-
tered with gumbo, straw and horse dung. 
Later they whitewashed the walls. The floor 
was made of four-inch boards. Only the 
necessities filled the one-room house.

They bought a team of horses, a cow, a 

walking plow and some tools. Only enough 
sod was broken the first year for a garden 
and a few acres for wheat. The seed was 
covered by dragging a homemade barrel 
over the seeded land with a team of horses.

Nick and Anna Romanyshyn were the 
parents of Julia (born in Bezbrudy), 
William, Eugene, Tena, Mercy, Steve, 
Catherine, Michael, Marie, Joe and Philip. 

Mr. Romanyshyn served as cantor in 
Belfield from 1911 until he retired in 1963.

Paul Patrick

In our world of musical voices, certain 
people are gifted with singing voices. Paul 
Patrick of Wilton was born with a tenor 
voice, brought from Ukraine by his father, 
Jacob Patrick.

Jacob Patrick was born in Borshchiv, the 
same region of Ukraine as most of the 
Ukrainians who migrated from Ukraine and 
homesteaded in North Dakota. Jacob and 
Anna Patrick homesteaded in Mannhaven, 
then purchased a tract of land northwest of 
Wilton, where they settled as farmers. 

The new immigrants moved their 
church building from north of Wilton to its 
present location in Wilton. Jacob Patrick 
became the first cantor of this new Ss. Peter 
and Paul Ukrainian Catholic Church. He 
served as a cantor for the church for over 
36 years. He died in 1952.

In the church choir was Jacob’s son, Paul 
Patrick. He had begun singing in the choir 
with his father, beginning in his high school 
years. The pastor at this time was Father 
Karmazyn, a priest who fled the war in 
Europe. The pastor guided the promising 

young cantor, teaching him the songs, ritu-
als and traditions of the Ukrainian Church. 

On February 21, 1952, Paul Patrick was 
named cantor of Ss. Peter and Paul 
Ukrainian Catholic Church. His responsibili-
ties were numerous: weddings, funerals, 
baptisms, blessing of homes each new year, 
Sunday and holy day liturgies.

The Rev. Michael Martyniuk

The first symbol of faith erected on the 
prairies of North Dakota was a hand-hewn 
cedar cross. It was placed on a high hill 
marking the gravesite of the first deceased 
immigrant.

In the new land, faith united the people. 
It was manifested in the establishment of a 
cemetery today known as St. Mary’s 
Cemetery. Less than a decade after the first 
immigrants arrived, they began to build a 
church. Constantine Kordonowy donated 
40 acres of his land for the new church and 
cemetery. German carpenters were hired to 
construct the church with the Ukrainians 

assisting. They named the church St. 
Demetrius.

This original St. Demetrius Church and 
rectory burned in 1929. The fire also 
destroyed all the church records with the 
exception of one book.

Father Michael Martyniuk arrived in 
1930 and began rebuilding the church and 
rectory. This time it was the Ukrainian peo-
ple who served as the designers and con-
struction crew. People donated money to 
purchase the essentials for celebrating the 
divine liturgy. The Holy Gospel was pur-
chased with a donation by good parishio-
ners Alex and Anna Krivoruchka, farmers 
in Ukraina, N.D. 

While the rectory was being rebuilt, 
Father Martyniuk lived near Gorham. He 
served both parishes in western North 
Dakota, St. Demetrius and St. Josaphat.

It took Fr. Martyniuk three years to 
rebuild St. Demetrius Church and the recto-
ry. The historic cedar cross came down the 
hill into the church yard.

by Deacon Vasyl Shak
UOC-U.S.A.

SOUTH BOUND BROOK, N.J. – On November 11 – the 
nation’s Veterans Day – at 11 a.m., upon the request of the 
Ukrainian American Veterans (UAV) organization, a mole-
ben service was held for all the veterans who had served in 
the U.S. Armed Forces.

The moleben took place by the newly dedicated monu-
ment to the Ukrainian American men and women of the 
U.S. Armed Forces, which is located near St. Andrew 
Ukrainian Orthodox Memorial Church. 

Metropolitan Antony, in the presence of veterans, local 

clergy, seminarians, employees of the Consistory of the 
Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the U.S.A. (UOC-U.S.A.) and 
the faithful, led the service sung by St. Sophia’s Seminary 
Choir. UAV members served as an honor guard with flags of 
the United States and Ukraine.

Following the conclusion of the prayer, Metropolitan 
Antony told the gathering that we have to extend our grati-
tude for the service of the military personnel of our country 
during World War II, the Korean War and the Vietnam War. 

These individuals, he said, committed to a cause larger than 
we and accepted the challenge to defend our nation. 

Metropolitan Antony noted that Veterans Day celebrates 
the service of all U.S. military veterans, while Memorial Day 
is a day of remembering the men and women who gave 
their lives and those who perished while in service.

In conclusion, everybody venerated the cross, respond-
ing to the greeting voiced by Archbishop Antony, “Christ is 
among us.”

Participants of the first commemoration of Veterans Day at the recently dedicated monument to all Ukrainian 
Americans who served in the U.S. Armed Forces. Seen in the center is Metropolitan Antony of the Ukrainian 

Orthodox Church in the U.S.A.

Markian Hadzewycz

Veterans Day marked at new memorial

Prayers at the veterans monument against the backdrop 
of St. Andrew Ukrainian Orthodox Memorial Church.

COMMUNITY CHRONICLE

Hundreds of thousands of protesters 
barricaded themselves on the Maidan 
(Independence Square) during the coldest 
months of the year and defended the 
square from government advances that 
peaked again on February 18-20, 2014, and 
resulted in more than 100 dead.

On February 22, 2014, Mr. Yanukovych 

and many of his Cabinet members fled the 
country to Russia, fearing reprisals. In their 
absence, an interim government was 
formed, led by acting President Oleksandr 
Turchynov and Prime Minister Arseniy 
Yatsenyuk, and a presidential election was 
scheduled.

Source: “Hundred of thousands take to 
the streets of Kyiv, Protesters support Euro-
integration, express outrage over police bru-
tality,” by Zenon Zawada, December 8, 2013.

(Continued from page 6)
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Swimmers show off the USCAK swim camps and bags that were distributed. The 
swimmers are joined by Christian Bell (scorer), USCAK President Myron Bytz and 

USCAK Swim Director Taissa Bokalo.

Swimmers show off their medals and trophies. Joining them in the back row were: 
Nicholas Prociuk, Omelan Twardowsky, president of Chornomorska Sitch, Myron 

Bytz, Christine Peters and Taissa Bokalo.

by Christine Peters

KERHONKSON, N.Y. – Under sunny skies at the beautiful 
Soyuzivka Heritage Center, young swimmers of Ukrainian descent 
showed their skills in the beautiful pool at the Labor Day Swim 
Championships of the Ukrainian Sports Federation of the U.S.A. 
and Canada (USCAK).  The  swimmers represented two clubs:  
Chornomorska Sitch and the Ukrainian American Youth 
Association (UAYA).  

Parents, family, friends and guests cheered the children on as 
they competed wholeheartedly. USCAK President Myron Bytz 
greeted all and opened the ceremonies. He presented the swim-
mers with USCAK swim caps and USCAK bags.  Administrators of 
the championship were: director – Taissa Bokalo (USCAK swim 
chair); starter – Christine Peters; stoke and turn judge – Nicholas 
Prociuk; scorer – Christian Bell; and head timer – Peter Prociuk. 
Medals awarded to the swimmers were sponsored by the 
Ukrainian National Association.

100-meter individual medley

Boys 15 and over
Pavlo Kozak Sitch 1.27.37
Boys 13-14
Bogdan Blazkevych 
  Sitch 1.28.40

25-meter freestyle
Boys 10 and under 
Luka Vovk Sitch 17.72
Christopher Bokalo 
  Sitch 30.25
Girls 10 and under
Maria Tkachenko 
  UAYA 28.10

Boys 11-12
Nicholas Chamulak 
  Sitch 23.97
Girls 11-12 
Daria Fursik Sitch 21.91

50-meter backstroke
Boys 13-14
Mykola Tkachenko 
  UAYA 37.60
Girls 13-14
Vladyslava Vovk  Sitch 36.75

50-meter freestyle
Boys 13-14
Mykola Tkachenko 
  UAYA 30.78
Bogdan Blazkevych 
  Sitch 33.41
Niko Fursik Sitch 49.78

Girls 13-14 
Vladyslava Vovk Sitch 32.35
Girls 11-12
Daria Fursik Sitch 49.03

25-meter backstroke
Boys 10 and under
Luka Vovk Sitch 21.69
Boys 11-12
Nicholas Chamulak 
  Sitch 32.78

25-meter breaststroke
Girls 10 and under
Maria Tkachenko  
  UAYA 35.50
Boys 11-12
Nicholas Chamulak 
  Sitch 36.41

Girls 11-12
Daria Fursik Sitch 33.97

100-meter freestyle
Boys 13-14
Mykola Tkachenk 
  UAYA 1.14.50
Girls 13-14
Vladyslava Vovk Sitch 1.12.12
Boys 15 and over
Pavlo Kozak Sitch 1.08.75

50-meter butterfly
Boys 13-14
Bogdan Blazkevych 
  Sitch 41.66
Boys 15 and over
Pavlo Kozak Sitch 39.84 

Swimmers pose with trophies and medals 
that were awarded by Myron Bytz and 

Taissa Bokalo.

USCAK holds annual swimming championships at Soyuzivka

REsUlTs:

SOMERSET, N.J. – The six recipients of 
the Ukrainian American Veterans 
Scholarship Awards for 2014-2015 were 
announced at the organization’s annual 
convention held here on October 2-4. 

Mark Frederick Lewis of Florida, who 
attends Florida Atlantic University and is 
majoring in criminal justice received a 
$500 scholarship. 

Anjelika Kuziv (Illinois), who attends 
University of Illinois at Urbana-Campaign 
and is majoring in biology, and Alexander 
Geba (Massachusetts), who attends 
Merrimack College and is majoring in mar-
keting, received awards of $400 each. 

Grace Olivia Pereski (Georgia) who 
attends the University of Georgia and is 
majoring in marketing, Christina Nadia 
Vosbikian (Pennsylvania) who attends 
Princeton University and is majoring in 
public policy and foreign affairs, and 
Christiana Sophia Bej (Michigan), who 
attends Oakland University and is majoring 
in actuarial science, were each awarded 
$300 scholarships.

The UAV’s Scholarship Committee 
selects and awards scholarship money to 
undergraduate college students in order to 
help them pay for books or school supplies. 
Students are required to write an essay 
(400-500 words) about a current military 

topic; the latest topic was “What role or 
strategy should the United States take in its 
continued efforts in the war on terrorism?” 
Other criteria considered for a scholarship 

Ukrainian American Veterans present scholarship awards for 2014-2015

Ukrainian American Veterans scholarship recipients (beginning with top, from left): 
Mark Frederick Lewis, Anjelika Kuziv, Alexander Geba, Grace Olivia Pereski, 

Christina Nadia Vosbikian and Christiana Sophia Bej.

are academic achievement and extracurric-
ular activities. 

Students interested in applying for a 
UAV Scholarship Award should fill out an 

application, send their college transcript 
electronically (an unofficial copy will suf-
fice), write an essay on the year’s military 
topic, and e-mail a high-resolution digital 
picture. Applications are available on the 
UAV website:  www.uavets.org.

To be eligible for a UAV scholarship, 
applicants must be descendants of or relat-
ed to Ukrainian American veterans. 
Students should be full-time undergradu-
ate college students in a degree program. 
Students attending accredited trade 
schools or institutions that have a degree 
program are eligible as well. Students can 
apply while in their senior year in high 
school, as college attendance will be veri-
fied before the awards are given in the fall 
semester. Applications are accepted all year 
around and the deadline is August 31 of 
each year. Students may reapply for a 
scholarship.

Applications for the scholarship should 
be sent to the UAV National Scholarship 
Officer, Nicholas Skirka, 109 Windsor 
Terrace, Yonkers, N.Y., 10701. For addition-
al information, readers may email nskir-
ka@optonline.net or call at 914-965-3707. 

The UAV National  Scholarship 
Committee members are: John Tkachuk, 
Peter Olijarczyk, Maksym Makarczuk and 
Russel Olijarczyk. 
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by Yaro Bihun

WASHINGTON – It was a beautiful 
Sunday afternoon on November 1 in this 
capital area. A little bit of autumnal chilli-
ness was beginning to arrive, but the audi-
ence arriving at The Washington Group 
Cultural Fund’s Music Series concert in Old 
Town Alexandria, Va., knew the tempera-
ture would quickly rise inside the historic 
Lyceum hall.

And it did, when soprano Vira Slywotzky 
and pianist George Shevtsov began per-
forming their program, titled “Solospivy, 
Chansons and Songs.”

Accompanied by Mr. Shevtsov, Ms. 
Slywotzky, who hails from Massachusetts 
and regularly performs at operatic and 
other musical venues on the East and West 
coasts of the United States, as well as in 
Paris, began the “solospivy” segment with 
Mykola Lysenko’s “The Sailboat” (Choven) 
and continued with five more Ukrainian 
songs composed by Kyrylo Stetsenko – “You 
Still Love Him,” “O, Poplar Tree,” “I Gaze at 
the Bright Stars,” “Don’t Ask if I Love You” 
and “The Skies Embraced the Seas.”

The audience was delighted by her ren-
dition, as they were with Mr. Shevtsov’s 
performance of Viktor Kosenko’s “Etude” 
that followed, and later by his two other 
pieces – Claude Debussy’s “Etude” and 
George Antheil’s “Jazz Sonata” – that inter-
spersed the soprano’s other groupings of 
Ukrainian, French and American songs in 
the program.

A member of the faculty at Manhattan 
School of Music, Mr. Shevtsov has had a 
multi-faceted career as a solo performer 
and as a member of many eminent ensem-
bles, among them the American String 
Quartet ,  Mivos Quartet  and the 
International Contemporary Ensemble. 
The New York Times noted the “Mozartean 
elegance” and “perfect lucidity” in his per-
formances, and the Miami Herald praised 
his “superb musicianship.”

In the chansons part of the concert, Ms. 
Slywotzky sang three songs each by Camille 
Saint-Saens and Debussy. And the American 
songs section included four by Samuel 
Barber, Richard Rogers’ “Isn’t it Romantic?”, 
Steven Schwartz’s “Chanson” and Steven 
Sondheim’s “What More Do I Need?”

The audience concluded that Ms. 
Slywotzky and Mr. Shevtsov deserved a 
standing ovation, a hearty thank you from 
the Cultural Fund’s director, Svitlana 
Shiells, floral bouquets and a festive post-
concert reception.

And it was during the reception that it 
became evident – much to the surprise of 
many attendees – that Ms. Slywotzky’s per-
formance here was, in a hereditary way, a 
homecoming.

While she was born and raised in 
Cambridge, Mass., her family roots reach 
back to the Washington area, where her 
mother – then Christine Balko – had once 
lived. And her uncle, Bohdan Balko, one of 
the many contributing sponsors of the 
Cultural Fund Music Series, was among 
those in her joyous audience.

Accompanied by George Shevtsov, soprano Vira Slywotzky enchants the audience with 
her rendition of Stephen Sondheim’s “What More do I Need?” at The Washington 

Group Cultural Fund’s recent concert of “Solopsivy, Chansons and Songs.”

Soprano Vira Slywotzky, pianist George Shevtsov perform at Lyceum

He gives as an example of this Indonesia. 
There, to the delight of the population, 
Suharto annexed East Timor. After he was 
overthrown, his replacements decided to 
annul the annexation, a step that was not 
“positively received” by the Indonesian 
people. 

“When, after the overthrow of Putin and 
the economic collapse of Russia, the new 
leadership of the neighboring country 
decides to return to Ukraine control over 
Crimea, Russians will gnash their teeth,” 
the analyst says.

And that, he suggests, constitutes “a sen-
tence on Russian-Ukrainian relations: if 
Russia stays in its current borders and 
doesn’t depart from its imperial madness, 
[these relations] will not normalize over 
the course of the next centuries.” Instead, 
Russia will play by the rules when it is weak 
and be aggressive when it gains strength.

But this represents an even more seri-
ous sentence on Russia itself: until it comes 
to agree that stealing is wrong and that its 
neighbors have the right to make their own 
choice, it will be increasingly caught in a 
meaningless world without many people 
and without much hope.

That wouldn’t be the worst outcome for 
Ukraine, Mr. Portnikov says, although its 
defense expenditures could be put to better 
use. But “all the same it would be better to 
live next to a well-intentioned and con-
structive neighbor than next to a state of 
potential aggressors.”

(Continued from page 6)

Portnikov...
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Traditional Ukrainian 
Christmas Eve Supper

Традиційна Свята Вечеря

at Soyuzivka
� ursday, December 24, 2015  OR  Wednesday, January 6, 2016 

$35- per person, $15.00 children 5-10
Begins at 6 pm 

Please call for room and / or meal reservations
 

Soyuzivka • 216 Foordmore Road • Kerhonkson NY 12446
845-626-5641 • www.Soyuzivka.com

that time, he became acquainted with Shevchenko and 
requested Gen. Obruchov, the governor-general of the 
Orenburg military District, to allow Shevchenko to accom-
pany his expedition as an illustrator of landscapes and 
shorelines. 

On May 11, 1848, a caravan of 3,000 camels, 800 horses 
and 1,500 carriages left Orsk, transporting the disassem-
bled schooner and all necessary supplies. The caravan con-
sisted of some 200 infantry, 600 Bashkir horsemen, and a 
detachment of cavalry, all under the command of Gen. 
Schreiber. Shevchenko was treated as a regular member of 
the expedition and was not required to wear a uniform.

After a long and very difficult trip of nearly 670 kilome-
ters (420 miles) through the Karakum Desert, the convoy 
reached the newly founded (1847) fortification of Raimsk 
(later renamed Aralsk) at the mouth of Syr Darya River, 
which flowed into the northern part of the Aral Sea. 

During the long 39-day march through the desert 
(approximately 10 miles per day), Alexey Maksheev, a 
geographer and member of the expedition, wrote that 
Shevchenko walked the entire distance in civilian garb, 
through the searing summer desert heat, which typically 
would reach 120 degrees Farenheit. During the long trip, 
Maksheyev offered Shevchenko his meager accommoda-
tions on his wagon during rest periods and at night, which 
Shevchenko gratefully accepted. They arrived on June 20 at 
the primitive Raimsk garrison.

After reassembling the schooner Konstantine, the crew 
of 27 boarded the boat and sailed south on July 25, 1848, to 
explore the eastern shoreline of the Aral Sea. The Kazakh 
name “Aral-Tenghizi” roughly translates as “Sea of Islands,” 
referring to over 1,100 islands that once dotted its waters. 

Butakov’s crew measured depths, described the shore-
line, investigated currents, surveyed the islands, sampled 
bottom sediments, gathered geological materials and natu-
ral samples, determined coordinates, and conducted astro-
nomical and meteorological observations. Shevchenko 
sketched the shorelines and major topographic features in 
what has become a famous series of his landscapes.

Like Shevchenko, there were several other educated 
Polish political exiles on the expedition, including Tomas 
Verner, a naturalist and botanist. Orsk and Orenburg’s mili-
tary garrisons were populated by numerous exiled political 
prisoners from Poland and other parts of the Russian 
Empire who were caught up in the revolutions of 1848 that 
swept through Europe and the Russian Empire. 
Shevchenko found a kinship with many of these exiles, 
some of whom were also artists, poets and writers. 

Despite the extreme hardships encountered during the 
expedition, this was a particularly productive period for 
Shevchenko’s poetry and art. The expedition had to over-
winter on the island of Kos-Aral (October 6, 1848-April 2, 
1849), where a garrison was hastily built. During the harsh 
winter, Shevchenko shared a small hut with Lt. Butakov 
and the expedition’s doctor, O. Istomin, who also served as 
a botanist. “Kosaral” was the title of Shevchenko’s collec-
tion of over 70 poems from that period, along with over 
200 watercolors and pencil sketches.

The following expedition season began May 5 and 
ended September 22, 1849. They mapped the rest of the 
Aral Sea shoreline and discovered many more islands, one 
of which was named Vozrozhdeniye (Resurrection). That 
island later became infamous for Soviet-era biological 
weapons tests of anthrax, bubonic plague and other virus 

strains that could become weaponized.
Conditions were deplorable aboard the schooner, and 

during the winter camp – bad food, little fresh water (the 
Aral Sea is saline) and countless storms impeded their 
work. Many crew members became sick, including 
Shevchenko, who suffered from scurvy.

On October 10, 1849, Shevchenko and Lt. Butakov’s 
party again crossed the Karakum desert on their way back 
to Orenburg, a journey of 1,000 kilometers (600 miles). 
Butakov wanted to complete his report and brought 
Shevchenko back with him to arrange his sketches to com-
plement the scientific report. Shevchenko stayed at 
Butakov’s quarters while he was working on the report.

Gen. Perovsky, a commander of the Orenburg military 
province, was impressed with Shevchenko’s work and sent 
a positive report to St. Petersburg, hoping to obtain some 
reduction in Shevchenko’s punishment and alleviate his 
conditions. This gesture turned out to be a disaster for 
Shevchenko.

The response was quick and severe. Both Gen. Perovsky 
and Lt. Butakov received sharp reprimands. On May 5, 
1850, Governor-General Obruchov, the same one who 
allowed Shevchenko to accompany the Aral Sea expedition, 
had him arrested, tried again and imprisoned. He was sent 
to one of the worst penal colonies for political prisoners, 
the remote fortress of Novopetrovsk on the eastern coast 
of the Caspian Sea, where he arrived on October 8, 1850. 

In his diary, Shevchenko wrote of his experience as part 
of the Aral expedition, noting that it was “a prison without 
doors.” In Novopetrovsk, he was once again consigned to 
be an ordinary soldier, living with his unwashed and 
uncouth soldier comrades. Nevertheless, again, he was 

treated favorably by the commandant, Col. Mayevsky. 
Shevchenko taught his two children, and was a frequent 
dinner guest of the commandant and his family.

The following year, in May 1851, Shevchenko was again 
assigned to a scientific expedition as an illustrator. The goal 
of this expedition was primarily a geologic survey of the 
southeastern part of the Caspian plains in search of coal 
deposits that were needed to power the growing fleet of 
steam-powered naval vessels on the Caspian Sea. 

In 1851, two newly built steamers arrived at 
Novopetrovsk from Sweden, again by caravan from 
Orenburg. At the time, coal had to be transported 1,000 
kilometrs from the Donbas region.

This time, Shevchenko’s companions were even more 
illustrious scientists, including Karl Ernst von Baer, a Baltic-
German naturalist who was a member of the Russian 
Academy of Sciences and was increasingly influential in the 
exploration of the new Russian territories, specializing in 
lakes and fisheries. Shevchenko also befriended a Polish 
historian and artist, Bronislav Zalewski, who was exiled for 
his political activities during the revolutions of 1848.

The expedition to Karatauz lasted from May 28 through 
September 7, 1851. Alexander Antipov, a mining engineer, 
headed the expeditionary force. This was to be 
Shevchenko’s last foray into the countryside. There are coal 
deposits in northern Iran, bordering the Caspian Sea, but 
not in modern Turkmenistan, where Antipov’s expedition 
focused.

Numerous other scientific expeditions passed through 
Novopetrovsk during Shevchenko’s remaining six years of 
exile, and many of the scientists befriended Shevchenko 
and later spoke out on his behalf, writing letters to minis-
tries and the tsar to release Shevchenko. Many wrote very 
fondly about their meetings with Shevchenko in their 
memoirs. One of his strongest proponents was 
Academician von Baer. 

Finally, after 10 years of exile, Shevchenko was released 
and set out on his long, leisurely journey back to St. 
Petersburg in September 1857, stopping along the way in 
Astrakhan, then taking a steamer up the Volga to Nizhniy 
Novgorod, where he stayed the winter with friends. 

He left on March 8, 1858 for Vladimir, where he stayed 
two weeks with now Commander Butakov and his wife 
Olha, who was an artist herself. He gave her his copy of the 
“Kobzar.” On March 27, Shevchenko boarded a train to St. 
Petersburg and was greeted by Countess Tolstoy and 
Hulak-Artemovsky, and countless friends with whom he 
corresponded during his exile and who supported his 
release.

Shevchenko spent most of 1859 traveling about Ukraine 
– visiting friends in Pereyaslav, Kaniv, Korsun, his home in 
Kyrylivka, where he was born and where his brother 
Mykola now lived with his family, and finally on to Kyiv. He 
returned to St. Petersburg in late 1859.

In February 1861, Shevchenko fell very ill, while await-
ing the proclamation of Tsar Alexander II’s Emancipation 
Manifesto of March 3, 1861. During that period, many 
friends visited him daily. Fortunately, Shevchenko lived 
long enough to see the emancipation of serfdom, dying on 
March 11, 1861. 

Pantaleimon Kulish, who was arrested with Shevchenko 
in 1847, and was exiled for his role in the Ss. Cyril and 
Methodius Brotherhood, gave the eulogy at Shevchenko’s 
bier: “…it is because of him that we have gained a great and 
important right: to proclaim our love for our dear and dis-
tant land in our own Ukrainian language. Ukraine had 
many great leaders and lawmakers, but you surpassed 
them all, and your family is the largest of all.”

(Continued from page 7)

Taras Shevchenko...

Commander Butakov’s map of the Aral Sea from 1849.
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December 1-20 Selling group exhibition, “New Perspectives: Eight 
New York Contemporary Artists from Ukraine,” Ukrainian 
 Institute of America,  www.ukrainianinstitute.org

December 3 Literary presentation by Sophia Andrukhovych, “So Who
New York is Felix,” Columbia University, 212-854-4697 or 
 ma2634@columbia.edu

December 3 Book launch, “First Star I See Tonight: Ukrainian 
Winnipeg Christmas Traditions” by Orysia Tracz, McNally-
 Robinson’s Booksellers, www.mcnallyrobinson.com

December 4 Book launch, “The Gates of Europe: A History of Ukraine”
Cambridge, MA by Serhii Plokhy, Harvard University, www.huri.harvard.edu

December 4-26 Retrospective art exhibit featuring works by Anatole 
Chicago Kolomayets, “A Celebration of Life,” Ukrainian National
 Museum, 312-421-8020

December 4 Art exhibit, “Skimption,” Ukrainian Institute of Modern 
-January 31 Art, www.uima-chicago.org or 773-227-5522
Chicago

December 5 Concert program featuring “Carol of the Bells,”
Miami Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Ukrainian Catholic
 Church, 954-434-4635 or donnamak@bellsouth.net

December 5-6 Performance, “Koliada Winter Songs and Music 
New York from the Carpathians,” with the Koliadnyky from 
 Kryvorivnia and the Yara Arts Group, The Ukrainian 
 Museum, 212-228-0110 or www.ukrainianmuseum.org

December 5-6  Christmas Bazaar, The Ukrainian Museum,
New York www.ukrainianmuseum.org or 212-228-0110

December 6 Panel discussion on Metropolitan Andrey Sheptytsky,
Chicago Ukrainian Cultural Center, Ss. Volodymyr and Olha 
 Ukrainian Catholic Church, www.stsvo.org or 
 312-829-5209

December 6 Film screening, “The Ukrainians,” Ukrainian National 
New York Home, www.frontlineukraine-now.com

December 6 St. Nicholas program, Immaculate Conception Ukrainian 
Hillside, NJ Catholic Church, 908-289-0127 or
 www.byzcath.org/immaculateconception

December 9 Carpe Diem meeting, Arts, Culture and Education
Whippany, NJ Committee, Ukrainian American Cultural Center of New 
 Jersey, aceuaccnj@gmail.com or 973-590-8026

December 12 Christmas Bazaar, Ukrainian Educational and Cultural 
Jenkintown, PA Center, 215-663-1166

December 12 Yalynka Christmas Party, co-hosted by the Ukrainian
New York Engineers’ Society of America, the Ukrainian Medical
 Association of North America and the Ukrainian 
 Institute of America, www.uesa.com/nyc or 347-301-1612

December 12-13 Christmas ornament workshop, The Ukrainian Museum,
New York www.ukrainianmuseum.org or 212-228-0110

December 12-13 Ukrainian Christmas Bazaar, Holy Trinity Ukrainian 
Silver Spring, MD Catholic Church, 716-903-5485 or 240-669-8566

December 13 Christmas Bazaar, Ukrainian Homestead,
Lehighton, PA www.ukrhomestead.com

December 20 Christmas Concert, Yevshan Ukrainian Vocal Ensemble,
Woonsocket, RI St. Michael Ukrainian Catholic Church, cno149@gmail.com

December 24 Christmas Eve dinner, Soyuzivka Heritage Center, 
Kerhonkson, NY 845-626-5641 or www.soyuzivka.com 

December 31 New Year’s Eve Spectacular, Ukrainian Institute of 
New York America, www.ukrainianinstitute.org

Entries in “Out and About” are listed free of charge. Priority is given to events 
advertised in The Ukrainian Weekly. However, we also welcome submissions 
from all our readers. Items will be published at the discretion of the editors 
and as space allows. Please send e-mail to mdubas@ukrweekly.com.

Тhe Ukrainian Engineers’ Society of America
Philadelphia Chapter

cordially invites young ladies 
to register as a Debutante for the

Traditional 62nd Annual 
ENGINEERS’ BALL

with Presentation of Debutantes
Saturday, January 23, 2016

in the Grand Ballroom 
of the Hilton Philadelphia Hotel 

at Penn’s Landing
201 South Columbus Boulevard

Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 19106

Cocktails at 6 pm
Presentation of Debutantes 

and Banquet at 7 pm
Ball at 9 pm

to register a Debutante 
or for additional information,

please telephone:
 Halia Wirstiuk: 267-879-5502

ATTENTION!  DEBUTANTES FOR 2016!  ATTENTION!
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PREVIEW OF EVENTS
Friday, December 4

CHICAGO: A retrospective art exhibit featur-
ing the works of Anatole Kolomayets (1927-
2014) will open at the Ukrainian National 
Museum at 7 p.m. “A Celebration of Life” will 
include art works from six decades of the 
artist’s creative life in the United States and 
will highlight both his oils and watercolors. 
The exhibit is sponsored by the Ukrainian 
National Museum, located at 2249 W. 
Superior in Chicago, and Selfreliance 
Ukrainian American Federal Credit Union in 
Chicago. Admission is $10. The show runs 
through December 26. For more informa-
tion and museum hours call the Ukrainian 
National Museum at 312-421-8020.

Saturday, December 5

NEW YORK: The Shevchenko Scientific 
Society invites all to an event dedicated to 
Jan Karski (1914-2000), a Polish World War 
II resistance movement fighter and profes-
sor at Georgetown University. The program 
includes opening remarks by Dr. Anna 
Procyk, co-speakers Prof. Michael Szporer 
(University of Maryland) and Waldemar 
Piasecki (president of the Jan Karski Society 
and his biographer). The event will take 
place at the society’s building, 63 Fourth 
Ave. (between Ninth and 10th streets) at 5 
p.m. For additional information call 212-
254-5130.

MIAMI: Come hear the most popular 
Christmas song in the world “Carol of the 
Bells” in its original language as you open 

your hearts to the rich musical treasure of 
the Byzantine/Ukrainian rite.  The 
Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
Ukrainian Catholic Church Choir invites you 
to prepare for the birth of our Lord with its 
seventh annual Christmas choral program 
featuring this universally loved Christmas 
carol and other traditional Ukrainian 
Christmas/Holiday songs of the season. 
Admission is free; donations go toward the 
Church Building Fund. The concert is at 7 
p.m. at the Assumption Church, 38 NW 57th 
Ave. (corner of Flagler Street and 57th 
Avenue). For more information contact 
Donna Maksymowich-Waskiewicz at 954-
434-4635 or donnamak@bellsouth.net.

Saturday, December 19

WASHINGTON: The Taras Shevchenko 
School of Ukrainian Studies will host a 
Mykolai Show and Holiday Bazaar. Students 
will present a Mykolai show at noon. Sviatyi 
Mykolai (St. Nicholas) will then meet with 
each grade/age group (non-students wel-
come). The Heavenly Office will be open at 
9:15-11:45 a.m. (only one item per child, $2 
fee, labeled with child’s name, grade/age). 
The bazaar/bake sale from 9:30 a.m. to 
noon will feature a variety of home-baked 
treats and holiday foods, books and gift 
items. Location: Ukrainian Catholic National 
Shrine of the Holy Family, 4250 Harewood 
Road NE, Washington, DC 20017. For fur-
ther information visit ukrainianschoolba-
zaar.weebly.com or  contact  Lada 
Onyshkevych, ukieschooldc.web@gmail.
com or 410-730-8108.

PREVIEW OF EVENTS GUIDELINES
Preview of Events is  a service provided at minimal cost ($20 per listing) by The Ukrainian 
Weekly to the Ukrainian community.  Items should be no more than 100 words long.
Preview items must be received no later than one week before the desired date of publication. 
Items will be published only once, unless otherwise indicated. Please include payment for 
each time the item is to appear and indicate date(s) of issue(s) in which the item is to be 
published.  Information should be sent to: preview@ukrweekly.com.

Endowment 
at Age 18*

2200 Route 10, Parsippany, NJ 07054
General information – 800-253-9862
www.UkrainianNationalAssociation.org
facebook.com/UkrainianNationalAssociation

The Ukrainian National Association, Inc.

Endowment Endowment Endowment 
at Age 18*at Age 18*

PREPAYPREPAYPREPAYPREPAYPREPAYPREPAY and and and SAVESAVESAVE!!!
*  Not available in all states.

  Issued to persons between the ages of 0-10
  Minimum policy size is $5,000
  Premium payable until age 18
  No policy fee
  Full face amount paid at death or 
 on maturity date at age 18
  Life insurance plan and systematic 
 savings combined Annual premium for $5000 policy.

Age Male Female

  0 $205 $200
  2 $240 $235
  4 $285 $280
  6 $345 $340
  8 $435 $405
 10 $565 $560

For instant quotes call

888-538-2833

Check out 

and its newly redesigned 
online edition at
and subscribe 
for only $40 
a year!

The Ukrainian Weekly, 
founded in 1933, is published by 

the Ukrainian National Association.
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