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Nuland testifies: Reform
in Ukraine is endangered
by oligarchs fighting back 

by Mike Eckel 
RFE/RL

WASHINGTON – A top U.S. adminis-
tration official has taken pointed aim at 
the wealthiest Ukrainian tycoons, 
known as oligarchs, accusing them of 
undermining the country’s anti-cor-
ruption reform efforts.

Victoria Nuland, assistant secretary 
of state for European and Eurasian 
Affairs, warned on March 15 that, if 
efforts to liberalize the economy and 
fight endemic graft fail, Ukraine “risks 
sliding backwards once again into cor-
ruption, into lawlessness, into vassal 
statehood.”

“The oligarchs and the kleptocrats 
who controlled Ukraine for decades 
know that their business model will be 
broken if the Maidan reformers suc-
ceed in 2016,” she told the U.S. Senate 
Foreign Relations Committee in refer-
ence to the uprising that pushed out 
Ukraine’s pro-Russia government two 
years ago.

“So they’re fighting back with a ven-
geance, using all the levers of the old 
system: their control of the media, state-
owned enterprises, [parliamentary] 
deputies, the courts, and the political 
machinery,” said Assistant Secretary 
Nuland, a leading U.S. official on Ukraine.

The comments by Ms. Nuland and 
those made recently by other officials, 
including Vice-President Joe Biden, sig-
nal concerns that Ukrainian President 
Petro Poroshenko and Prime Minister 
Arseniy Yatsenyuk aren’t moving fast 
enough to overhaul key industries, 
ministries, and state agencies.

Considered to be among the world’s 
most corrupt countries, Ukraine’s 
economy has long been dominated by 
businessmen who control valuable 
assets and enterprises, many acquired 
under dubious circumstances.

In the months following the Euro-
Maidan revolution that ousted Viktor 
Yanukovych as president in February 
2014, Poroshenko – himself a wealthy 
businessman – turned to oligarchs to 
help stabilize regions in the country’s 
east, where a Russia-backed separatist 
movement erupted into full-scale civil 
war. 

As Kyiv has embarked on reform 
efforts, however, many of those oli-
garchs have maintained control of their 
holdings despite public sentiment and 
international pressure for Mr. 
Poroshenko to rein them in.

(Continued on page 15)

Three Canadians honored by president of Ukraine

President’s choices shrink as political crises deepen

by Laryssa Waler

KYIV – Three members of the Canada-
Ukraine Foundation’s Medical Mission 
team were recognized with awards pre-
sented by President Peter Poroshenko of 
Ukraine. Dr. Oleh Antonyshyn, mission lead 
and a plastic surgeon from Sunnybrook 
Hospital in Toronto, was awarded the 

Order of Merit, and Dr. Carolyn Levis, a 
plastic surgeon from Hamilton, Ontario, 
and Krystina Waler, director of humanitari-
an initiatives from Toronto, were awarded 
the Order of Princess Olga in a ceremony 
on February 24. 

The awards are bestowed for outstand-
ing achievements in service to Ukraine. At 
the time of the award presentation, the 

Canada-Ukraine Foundation was in Kyiv 
undertaking its fourth medical mission.

“Oleh, Carolyn and Krystina represent 
the many, many volunteers who have 
worked tirelessly to help wounded soldiers 
and civilians in Ukraine. On behalf of the 
Canada-Ukraine Foundation, I wish to thank 
the government of Ukraine for recognizing 
these three individuals and by extension, 
our entire team. I also wish to thank the 
government of Canada for their financial 
support of our missions and to the donors 
and sponsors of the United for Ukraine Gala, 
which funded our first two medical mis-
sions,” said Victor Hetmanczuk, president of 
the Canada-Ukraine Foundation. “I’m sure I 
speak for all Canadians when I say that we 
look forward to a peaceful and prosperous 
Ukraine,” he added.

Dr. Antonyshyn commented: “It is indeed 
my great honor to help not only the patients 
we saw, but also help build the capacity of 
the medical system in Ukraine.” He added, “I 
have learned just as much as I have taught, 
from my Ukrainian counterparts. It is with a 
deeply grateful heart that I accept this 
award on behalf of all the medical staff on 
our mission of Ukrainian heritage who are 

by Zenon Zawada

KYIV – Ukrainian President Petro 
Poroshenko saw his options narrow this 
week as he seeks to resolve Ukraine’s deep-
ening political crises, namely the war in the 
Donbas and the formation of a new coali-
tion government.

His position has gotten so limited that he 
is considering appointing political players 
once considered to be off limits for key posts. 
Donbas oligarchs Rinat Akhmetov and Yurii 
Boiko are now candidates for governing 
positions in occupied Donetsk and Luhansk. 

Also this week, Radical Party chief Oleh 
Liashko emerged as the president’s most 
viable partner in forming a new coalition 
after the Samopomich party announced 
strict demands for supporting a new prime 
minister. A populist known for his publicity 
stunts and provocations, Mr. Liashko report-
edly wants to become the chair of 
Parliament.

“It will be exceptionally difficult to 
emerge out of this crisis. In order to resolve 
such problems, the president should have 
the political will without private desires 
and interests,” said Mykhailo Basarab, a 
Kyiv political consultant.

The new tactics to find peace in the 
Donbas come as Western governments are 
reportedly losing patience with Ukraine 
and its failure to organize local elections in 

the occupied territories, reported journalist 
Serhiy Rakhmanin on the dt.ua news site, 
citing anonymous sources in an article pub-
lished on March 12.

They have gone to the extent of setting 
new deadlines for the Ukrainian govern-
ment. Legislation for local elections in the 

Donbas must be prepared and approved by 
the Verkhovna Rada by the end of March, 
and the elections must be held by the end of 
June, the report said. Failure to hold the elec-
tions could result in the European Union 

Leaders and volunteers of the Canada-Ukraine Foundation’s Medical Mission team 
(from left): head anesthetist Dr. Paul Slavchenko; honorees Dr. Carolyn Levis, Dr. 
Oleh Antonyshyn and Krystina Waler; and Victor Hetmanczuk, president of Canada 

Ukraine Foundation.

CUF

Opposition Bloc Head Yurii Boiko (left) is being discussed as the next head of occu-
pied Luhansk to organize elections and special status, while the Radical Party of Oleh 
Liashko (right) is widely viewed as Ukrainian President Petro Poroshenko’s last hope 

to form a new coalition government.

Aleksandr Sinitsa/UNIAN

(Continued on page 15)

(Continued on page 4)
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G-7 on Savchenko’s detention

KYIV – Ambassadors of the Group of 
Seven on March 15 issued a statement on 
the case of Nadiya Savchenko and called for 
her immediate release. The text, shared by 
the U.S. Embassy in Ukraine, reads: “G-7 
ambassadors in Ukraine express their seri-
ous concerns about the health of Nadiya 
Savchenko, a member of the Ukrainian 
Parliament and the Ukrainian armed forces, 
who has been imprisoned in Russia since 
2014 and is currently on hunger strike in 
protest against her detention. G-7 
Ambassadors call on the Russian authori-
ties to immediately release Nadiya 
Savchenko and to comply with the commit-
ments made in the ‘Package of measures 
for the implementation of the Minsk 
Agreements,’ including the release of all 
hostages and illegally detained persons.” 
(U.S. Embassy Kyiv)

Poroshenko offers prisoner swap

KYIV – Ukrainian President Petro 
Poroshenko has said he is ready to secure 
the release of celebrated Ukrainian pilot 
Nadiya Savchenko through a prisoner 
exchange with Russia. The Russian trial of 
Ms. Savchenko on allegations that she aided 
the 2014 killing of two Russian journalists 
in eastern Ukraine wrapped up on March 9. 
She rejects the charges and has been on a 
hunger strike since March 3 to protest her 
detention. “If you ask me if an exchange is 
possible I would tell you ‘yes’ for the first 
time, using my constitutional right,” Mr. 
Poroshenko said in Ankara on March 9 
after meeting with Turkish President Recep 
Tayyip Erdogan. But he added that Russia 
has not come up with “any satisfactory ini-
tiative” for such a swap. Earlier in the day, 
Russian Foreign Affairs Ministry spokes-
woman Maria Zakharova said talks on a 
prisoner exchange could not take place “in 
theory or in practice” until the verdict, 
which is expected on March 21. (RFE/RL, 
based on reporting by AFP and TASS)

Shokin returns to work at PGO

KYIV – Ukraine’s top prosecutor, who had 
reportedly resigned last month amid 
domestic and international pressure and 
accusations of stonewalling reforms, has 

resumed his duties. The press service of the 
Procurator General’s Office (PGO) confirmed 
on March 16 that Viktor Shokin was back at 
work. The news came as a parliamentary 
committee recommended that the question 
of Mr. Shokin’s resignation, announced last 
month, be brought to a full vote by lawmak-
ers. Mr. Shokin’s deputy, Vladyslav Kutsenko, 
however, said there weren’t enough votes to 
accept the resignation. Mr. Shokin’s return to 
work came just a day after a leading U.S. 
administration official made pointed refer-
ence to reforming the Procurator-General’s 
Office. U.S. and European officials have 
repeatedly called for President Petro 
Poroshenko to push Mr. Shokin out, as part 
of wider government reforms aimed at 
cleaning up the country’s notorious graft. 
(RFE/RL’s Ukrainian Service)

Rada passes anti-corruption legislation

KYIV – Ukrainian lawmakers have 
approved an anti-corruption bill establish-
ing public oversight over the assets of both 
senior and lower-level officials and their 
relatives. Under the legislation adopted on 
March 15, they now have to file electronic 
declarations of their income and holdings, 
and face criminal liability for any inaccu-
rate or falsified information. The data will 
be open online to anyone’s scrutiny. The 
European Union has been pressing Ukraine 
to complete anti-corruption reforms, and 
Kyiv hopes the move will pave the way for 
visa-free travel to European Union coun-
tries this year. Ukraine’s visa-free bid has 
been a top goal of the Ukrainian govern-
ment, which has had to tackle an economic 
and financial crisis and a conflict with 
Russian-backed separatists in the country’s 
east. (RFE/RL, based on reporting by AFP 
and UNIAN)

Juncker on Ukraine’s EU, NATO prospects 

THE HAGUE – It will take Ukraine at 
least 20 to 25 years to join the European 
Union and NATO, European Commission 
President Jean-Claude Juncker said March 
3. “Ukraine will definitely not be able to 
become a member of the EU in the next 20 
to 25 years, and not of NATO either,” he said 
in a speech at The Hague. While Mr. Juncker 

(Continued on page 14)

 ANALYSIS

by Vladimir Socor
Eurasia Daily Monitor

As anticipated (see Eurasia Daily 
Monitor, February 26), the Normandy group 
meeting on March 3-4 in Paris cornered 
Ukraine to extract its acceptance of “elec-
tions” in the Russian-occupied territory in 
the country’s east. German Minister of 
Foreign Affairs Frank-Walter Steinmeier did 
almost all the hectoring; his French counter-
part, Jean-Marc Ayrault, provided the echo, 
while Russia’s foreign affairs minister, 
Sergei Lavrov, seemed content to watch, 
almost aloofly, with minimal comments.

According to Mr. Lavrov’s account, 
“Steinmeier and Ayrault proposed that ‘the 
sides’ [Kyiv and Donetsk-Luhansk] agree 
with each other on holding local elections 
by June or July. We were ready to support 
this proposal, but the 
Ukrainian side asked 
them not to insist, so 
there was no prog-
ress on the main 
issue, namely prepar-
ing those elections” 
(Interfax, March 4). 
Mr. Lavrov showed 
flexibility in his own 
way, giving Ukraine 
until July to yield. 
Messrs. Steinmeier 
and Ayrault set their 
deadline for “June at 
the latest.”

Mr. Lavrov’s sum-
mary reflects the suc-
cess of Moscow’s tactics thus far: exonerat-
ing Russia of the aggressor’s responsibility, 
forcing Kyiv to deal with Donetsk-Luhansk, 
and using Western hands to pressure Kyiv 
into conferring democratic legitimacy on 
Russia’s proxies in Ukraine’s east.

Mr. Steinmeier acknowledged in his con-
cluding briefing that “elections are impossi-
ble without security” in Donetsk-Luhansk. 
But he admonished Ukraine that it is “unac-
ceptable to postpone the elections ad 
calendas graecas,” because such “elections” 
are themselves a prerequisite to the politi-
cal solution, i.e. changing Ukraine’s 
Constitution by negotiation with Donetsk-
Luhansk (themselves fronting for Moscow).

To hold those “elections” by June this 
year, Mr. Steinmeier asked “the parties” 
(Kyiv and Donetsk-Luhansk) to agree on 
providing the necessary security “in the 
next few weeks.” The Organization for 
Security and Cooperation in Europe (OSCE, 
which is under German chairmanship this 
year) shall draft, by March 31, a concept of 
providing security for those “elections,” 
albeit with the acceptance of the “parties to 
the conflict.” Apparently, deploying an OSCE 
civilian contingent for these elections’ 
duration is envisaged. The unspoken impli-
cation is that Russia would enjoy double 
veto powers on any “election security con-
cept” or such a contingent: Moscow’s own 
veto in the OSCE, and Donetsk-Luhansk’s 
veto in the Minsk negotiations among the 
“parties to the conflict.”

As part of the same process, Messrs. 
Steinmeier and Ayrault called for a full 
ceasefire and withdrawal of heavy weapon-

ry (understood to be Russia’s) from the 
area, to be verified by the OSCE’s Special 
Monitoring Mission (SMM) with full and 
unimpeded access. Irrespective of this – 
and because this call will probably remain 
as unheeded as the many previous calls – 
Kyiv is being asked to negotiate with 
Donetsk-Luhansk about the modalities of 
“elections” and a special law applying to 
those “elections.” That would evidently 
operate outside Ukraine’s existing legal and 
electoral system, notwithstanding Berlin’s 
and Paris’s claim that Donetsk-Luhansk 
election procedures would conform to 
Ukraine’s laws (see EDM, February 19, 23, 
25).

Summing up on Moscow’s, Berlin’s and 
Paris’s collective behalf, Mr. Ayrault report-
ed with an undertone of satisfaction: “We 
have avoided retracing the history [of this 

conflict], we are pro-
ceeding from the 
Minsk agreements” – 
implying: there was 
no aggression, there 
is  no  aggressor 
(Auswaertiges-amt.
de, Diplomatie.gouv.
fr, March 4).

Ukrainian Minister 
of Foreign Affairs 
Pavlo Klimkin argued 
that any pre-election 
security arrangement 
would be illusory 
without blocking the 
cross-border flow of 
weaponry and per-

sonnel from Russia into Ukraine’s occupied 
territory. Mr. Klimkin called for a deploy-
ment of OSCE civilian observers on what is 
legally the Ukrainian side of that border, 
now controlled by Donetsk-Luhansk forces. 
Ukraine had aired this proposal in previous 
Normandy meetings. This time it added 
technical specifics about observation posts 
and monitoring equipment to be operated 
by OSCE observers along that 400-kilome-
ter border section. 

Mr. Lavrov declined to consider such pro-
posals in the Normandy format, but would 
consider referring the matter to the Minsk 
Contact Group’s working group on security 
issues (Ukrinform, March 4). The reason 
behind such a referral is that Donetsk and 
Luhansk are represented in the Minsk 
group and can block such proposals there, 
while Russia would disclaim the direct 
responsibility for such blocking actions.

The Donetsk and Luhansk “people’s 
republics” first held “elections” on 
November 2, 2014. No Western government 
or organization agreed to send observers, 
let alone validate those elections. Russia did 
validate them by announcing that it 
“respected” the outcome, mentoring and 
arming those “elected” leaders, and chaper-
oning them in the Minsk group. Now, Russia 
is using the Normandy process and the 
OSCE for a repeat performance. In Paris, Mr. 
Klimkin said Ukraine would not accept 
“another November 2, 2014-like farce.”

Ukraine’s representative in the Minsk 
working group on political issues, Roman 
Bezsmertnyi, remarked after the Normandy 
meeting in Paris: “Berlin and Paris must 
decide what role they want to play in this 
process. We would like to see them in the 
role of arbiters, not of lobbyists for Russian 
interests” (Ukrinform, March 4).

The article above is reprinted from 
Eurasia Daily Monitor with permission from 
its publisher, the Jamestown Foundation, 
www.jamestown.org.

Berlin and Paris side with Moscow 
against Kyiv in Normandy group meeting
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Moscow’s tactics have 
thus far been successful: 
exonerating Russia of 
the aggressor’s respon-
sibility, forcing Kyiv to 
deal with Donetsk-Lu-
hansk, and using West-
ern hands to pressure 
Kyiv into conferring 
democratic legitimacy 
on Russia’s proxies  
in Ukraine’s east.
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Ukraine, Turkey may forge anti-Russian alliance in Black Sea

Obama: Ukraine ‘vulnerable’ to Russian ‘military domination’ no matter what U.S. does 

by Oleg Varfolomeyev
Eurasia Daily Monitor

Russia, a common enemy since recently, 
has prompted Turkey and Ukraine, the big 
neighbors across the Black Sea, to step up 
political, economic and military ties. 
Bilateral contacts have been particularly 
intensive this year. Turkish Prime Minister 
Ahmet Davutoğlu flew to Kyiv in February, 
followed by Ukrainian President Petro 
Poroshenko’s visit to Turkey in March. Both 
announced ambitious plans (Hurriyet Daily 
News, March 9). However, it is hard to pre-
dict for the moment how far-reaching this 
cooperation will be, given the wealth and 
influence gaps between the two countries 
and the difficult recent history of Turkish-
Ukrainian relations.

Turkey has not been an easy partner for 
Ukraine. Several consecutive governments 
in Kyiv, including the incumbent Cabinet of 
Prime Minister Arseniy Yatsenyuk, com-
plained that Turkey’s refusal to allow tank-
ers to pass through the Turkish straits pre-
vented them from developing a liquefied 
natural gas (LNG) terminal project on the 
Black Sea to diminish Ukraine’s depen-
dence on Russian energy (Theinsider.ua, 
June 3, 2014). Bilateral free trade talks 
were put on hold in 2013, as no agreement 
was reached on trade in agricultural and 
consumer goods (Zerkalo Nedeli, March 
11). Last but not least, although Turkey 
condemned the annexation of Crimea by 

Russia two years ago, it did not join the 
Western sanctions against Russia.

The downing of a Russian bomber by a 
Turkish jet last November, after which 
Moscow severed ties with Ankara, prompt-
ed a rapprochement between Ukraine and 
Turkey. The two countries’ leaders see each 
other as natural allies against a common 
enemy. Messrs. Poroshenko and Davutoğlu 
discussed common threats in Davos last 
January (President.gov.ua, January 20). On 
February 15, Prime Ministers Davutoğlu 
and Yatsenyuk announced in Kyiv that the 
free trade talks would be resumed, and that 
Turkey would lend Ukraine $50 million at a 
low interest rate (112.ua, February 15). 
The two countries’ navies conducted 
maneuvers in the Black Sea in early March, 
with an eye to a potential threat from 
Russia (Uc.od.ua, March 6). 

President Poroshenko paid a visit to 
Ankara, on March 9-10, to forge closer 
defense and economic links. He was accom-
panied by Chief of the General Staff Viktor 
Muzhenko, who met with his Turkish coun-
terpart, Hulusi Akar (Hurriyet Daily News, 
March 9). Mr. Poroshenko and Turkish 
President Recep Tayyip Erdoğan chaired a 
session of the Ukraine-Turkey high-level 
strategic council, which was summed up in 
a declaration condemning the Russian 
“aggression against Ukraine.” Cooperation 
between the two countries’ defense minis-
tries will be enhanced, and mechanisms of 
regional security in the Black Sea will be 

strengthened, according to the declaration. 
Moreover, the declaration called for joint 
steps to “de-occupy Crimea” (President.gov.
ua, March 9). As practical assistance, 
Turkey gave Ukraine five mobile military 
hospitals (5 Kanal TV, March 10).

Mr. Erdoğan, speaking at a press confer-
ence with Mr. Poroshenko, questioned the 
Russian interventions in Syria and Ukraine. 
He said Russia had trampled on interna-
tional law in Crimea and noted the plight of 
Crimean Tatars, a Turkic nation with strong 
links to Turkey, whose leaders have been 
persecuted by the occupation authorities 
after the annexation (Aa.com.tr, March 9). 
Mr. Poroshenko was accompanied on his 
visit by Refat Chubarov and Mustafa 
Dzhemilev, the two Crimean Tatar leaders 
who have been expelled by the Russian 
authorities from Crimea.

Presidents Poroshenko and Erdoğan also 
set ambitious goals in trade. They expressed 
the hope that a free trade agreement 
between Turkey and Ukraine would be 
signed this year, along with double taxation 
and bilateral investment protection agree-
ments. Mr. Poroshenko invited Turkey to par-
ticipate in Ukraine’s privatization and to use 
Ukraine’s underground natural gas storage 
facilities. Mr. Erdoğan said that trade turn-
over between Ukraine and Turkey should be 
increased to $20 billion by 2020 (President.
gov.ua, Aa.com.tr, March 9). This is an ambi-
tious goal, given that Ukraine’s merchandise 
exports to Turkey fell by 22 percent, to $2.8 

billion last year, and imports from Turkey 
plunged 35 percent, to less than $0.9 billion, 
according to the Ukrainian Statistics 
Committee. Nevertheless, Turkey was the 
third export market for Ukraine after the 
European Union and Russia last year.

Russia has played down the importance 
of the agreements between Turkey and 
Ukraine. Kremlin mouthpiece Izvestia cited 
several Moscow experts as saying that there 
would be no Ukraine-Turkey alliance, 
because on the one hand the two countries 
are too different, and on the other hand both 
have strong economic links with Russia. The 
newspaper cited a source from the Russian 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs as saying that 
Ukraine was “again being fooled” (Izvestia, 
March 11). The official news agency RIA 
Novosti quoted Moscow-appointed Crimean 
“Deputy Prime Minister” Ruslan Balbek as 
claiming that Ukraine and Turkey, both 
“unreliable partners,” would not dare to 
challenge the Russian army, “one of the 
strongest in the world.” He also recalled that 
Turkey had intended to invest in Crimea 
prior to the incident with the Russian bomb-
er (RIA Novosti, March 10).

The influential Ukrainian weekly Zerkalo 
Nedeli is also skeptical about Ukrainian-
Turkish cooperation. An alliance between 
the two countries would not be long-last-
ing, according to the newspaper. Ankara, 
despite strong anti-Russian rhetoric, would 

RFE/RL 

U.S. President Barack Obama said that 
Ukraine “is going to be vulnerable to mili-
tary domination by Russia no matter what” 
the United States does.

In one of a series of interviews published 
on March 10 that formed the basis of an 
article in The Atlantic magazine, Mr. Obama 
said that Ukraine was clearly a core interest 
for Russia but suggested that it may not be 
one for the United States.

Ukraine is “an example of where we 
have to be very clear about what our core 
interests are and what we are willing to go 
to war for,” the president said.

He rejected the notion that “the deci-
sion” making of Russia or China” could 
somehow be influenced by “talking tough 
or engaging in some military action” in 
such situations. Such an idea “is contrary to 
all the evidence we have seen over the last 
50 years,” Mr. Obama said.

Mr. Obama resisted pressure last year to 
send lethal military aid to help Kyiv fight 
against Russia-backed separatists who con-
trol part of eastern Ukraine. Their war 
against government forces has killed more 
than 9,100 people since it broke out in 
April 2014 – shortly after Russia seized 
Crimea from Ukraine.

Mr. Obama said that there are “ways to 
deter, but it requires you to be very clear 
ahead of time about what is worth going to 
war for and what is not.”

“If there is somebody in [Washington] 
that would claim that we would consider 
going to war with Russia over Crimea and 
eastern Ukraine, they should speak up and 
be very clear about it,” he noted.

‘The Obama Doctrine’

The Atlantic article – titled “The Obama 
Doctrine” – compiles and analyzes remarks 

on U.S. foreign policy made by Mr. Obama in 
a series of exclusive interviews he has given 
to the magazine’s national correspondent, 
Jeffrey Goldberg, since 2006.

The image that emerges is of a president 
who is hesitant to be pulled by his allies in 
Europe and the Middle East into conflicts 
that have little to do with what he consid-
ers the country’s primary interests.

The article reveals that Mr. Obama, from 
2009 until well into 2013, thought that 
direct U.S. military intervention in the 
Middle East was only potentially warranted 
by a handful of threats – Al-Qaeda terror-
ists, threats to the existence of Israel and 
attempts by Iran to build nuclear weapons.

Mr. Obama defended his initial refusal to 
support moderate opposition fighters in 
Syria who had been described by some 
observers as farmers, doctors and carpen-
ters.

He told Mr. Goldberg it “was never true” 
that the United States could have “changed 
the equation on the ground” in Syria with-
out committing U.S. forces.

He said that was because Syrian 
President Bashar al-Assad’s forces are “a 
professional army that is well-armed and 
sponsored by two large states [Iran and 
Russia] who have huge stakes in this, and 
they are fighting against a farmer, a carpen-
ter, an engineer who started out as protest-
ers and suddenly now see themselves in 
the midst of a civil conflict.”

Mr. Obama also defended his refusal to 
enforce his own “red line” against Mr. Assad 
in August 2013 after United Nations moni-
tors confirmed Mr. Assad’s forces had used 
chemical weapons against civilians and 
opposition fighters in Syria.

Instead of launching air strikes against Mr. 
Assad and his chemical weapons stockpiles, 
Mr. Obama said he pulled Vladimir Putin 
aside at a summit of the Group of 20 leading 

industrialized nations (G-20) in St. 
Petersburg a week later and told the Russian 
president “that if he forced Assad to get rid 
of the chemical weapons, that would elimi-
nate the need for us taking a military strike.”

‘Credibility at stake’

President Obama said he was “very 
proud” of the moment several weeks later 
when U.S. Secretary of State John Kerry and 
Russian Foreign Affairs Minister Sergei 
Lavrov worked out a plan for the removal 
of most of Syria’s chemical weapons.

“The overwhelming weight of conven-
tional wisdom and the machinery of our 
national-security apparatus had gone fairly 
far. The perception was that my credibility 
was at stake, that America’s credibility was 
at stake,” Mr. Obama said. “And for me to 
press the pause button at that moment… to 
pull back from the immediate pressure and 
think through in my own mind what was in 
America’s interest, not only with respect to 
Syria but also with respect to our democra-
cy, was as tough a decision as I’ve made.”

“I believe ultimately it was the right deci-
sion to make,” he said.

Mr. Obama also said that Mr. Putin is 
“constantly interested in being seen as our 
peer and as working with us, because he’s 
not completely stupid.”

Mr. Putin “understands that Russia’s 
overall position in the world is significantly 
diminished,” he said. “And the fact that he 
invades Crimea or is trying to prop up 
Assad doesn’t suddenly make him a player.”

Mr. Obama said that in both Ukraine and 
Syria, Mr. Putin acted “in response to a client 
state that was about to slip out of his grasp” 
and “improvised” a way to maintain control 
– but that in Syria, this came at enormous 
cost to the well-being of his own country.

“And the notion that somehow Russia is 
in a stronger position now, in Syria or in 

Ukraine, than they were before they invad-
ed Ukraine or before he had to deploy mili-
tary forces to Syria is to fundamentally mis-
understand the nature of power in foreign 
affairs or in the world generally,” the presi-
dent said. “Real power means you can get 
what you want without having to exert vio-
lence.”

Regarding Iran and Saudi Arabia, whose 
rivalry has helped fuel the war in Syria and 
violence elsewhere in the Middle East, Mr. 
Obama said that their competition 
“requires us to say to our friends, as well as 
to the Iranians, that they need to find an 
effective way to share the neighborhood 
and institute some sort of cold peace.”

He said that supporting Saudi Arabia, a 
key U.S. ally in the Middle East, in all of its 
disputes with Iran “would mean that we 
have to start coming in and using our mili-
tary power to settle scores.”

Mr. Obama said that would not be in the 
interest of the United States or of the 
Middle East.

On Libya, Mr. Obama said that the NATO 
intervention in 2011 “didn’t work,” and that 
he had wrongly concluded that Britain and 
France would carry more of the burden of 
the military operation.

“What has been a habit over the last sev-
eral decades in these circumstances is peo-
ple pushing us to act but then showing an 
unwillingness to put any skin in the game,” 
President Obama said.

With reporting by The Atlantic, The New 
York Times, Associated Press and Reuters. 

Copyright 2016, RFE/RL Inc. Reprinted 
with the permission of Radio Free Europe/
Radio Liberty, 1201 Connecticut Ave. NW, 
Washington DC 20036; www.rferl.org (see 
http://www.rferl.org/content/obama-
ukraine-vulnerable-russian-military-domina-
tion/27603145.html).
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dropping its sanctions against Russia and 
Russian officials in June or in December.

“This is supposed to be Kyiv’s punish-
ment for failing to fulfill the Minsk agree-
ments,” the report said. “European leaders 
aren’t much concerned that Moscow isn’t 
fulfilling them either. From a formal point 
of view, the main violator is Ukraine.”

Elections in the Donbas are a highly 
unpopular idea and widely viewed as 
impossible to conduct legitimately in the 
current state of affairs, which was con-
firmed by numerous key officials this week.

Heorhii Tuka, the head of the Luhansk 
regional military-civil administration of the 
Ukrainian government, said that up to 75 
percent of the population of occupied 
Luhansk favors pro-Ukrainian policies but 
is afraid of expressing its sympathies under 
current conditions, the segodnya.ua news 
site reported on March 15. 

“I think that before holding elections, a 
time-out is needed to return the populations 
of the Luhansk and Donetsk regions to a nor-
mal understanding of things,” he said, sug-
gesting that they be held only in five years. 
“Secondly, these regions need to be removed 
from under the uncontrollable administra-
tion of ‘the fathers of the Donbas’.”

Then, on March 16, Central Election 
Commission Deputy Chair Andrii Mahera 

told the Channel 5 television network that he 
doubts elections could be held in June 2017, 
let alone in June of this year. He was backed 
by the Committee of Voters of Ukraine, a non-
governmental organization, which said it 
would take at least five years for the region to 
become stable enough for a vote.

The other unpopular proposal – allowing 
Messrs. Akhmetov and Boiko to take charge 
in the occupied Donbas – also originated 
with Europeans politicians, who first floated 
the idea in July-August 2015, Roman 
Bezsmertnyi, a Ukrainian diplomat involved 
in the Minsk talks, told RFE/RL on March 15.

Mr. Akhmetov, the biggest oligarch in the 
Donbas and the owner of Ukraine’s largest 
electric and steel companies, is widely 
believed to be cooperating with the self-pro-
claimed governments, who have left much 
of his assets undamaged and functioning. 

He was also the biggest financer of the 
defunct Party of Regions, along with 
Messrs. Boiko and oligarch Dmytro Firtash.

Mr. Boiko is unpopular for his numerous 
corruption scandals throughout the years, 
which are alleged to have cost the 
Ukrainian government hundreds of mil-
lions of dollars at minimum, along with Mr. 
Firtash. He currently leads the Opposition 
Bloc, which is the Russian-oriented faction 
in the Verkhovna Rada.

“If the government gives the region 
under Akhmetov’s control, the question 
arises of what did we sacrifice so many 
lives for,” said Sergei Garmash, the chief edi-

tor of ostro.org, a leading independent 
Donbas news site. “It would be absurd if we 
give the Donbas to those same people who 
brought it to this war.”

The Presidential Administration con-
firmed with the pravda.com.ua news site 
on March 12 that its officials had conduct-
ed talks with the two oligarchs to consider 
the proposal, which was reportedly sup-
ported by Victoria Nuland, the U.S. assis-
tant secretary of state for European and 
Eurasian affairs. 

Meanwhile, Russian President Vladimir 
Putin trusts Mr. Boiko, but not Mr. 
Akhmetov, whose “trust has been under-
mined by his ‘not ours, not yours’ position, 
as well as the positive feedback from 
Victoria Nuland about the Ukrainian oli-
garch during the summer visit of Secretary 
of State [John] Kerry to Sochi,” the dt.ua 
report said.

Incidentally, those most vocal in their 
opposition are the head of the Donetsk 
People’s Republic, Aleksandr Zakharchenko, 
and the head of the Luhansk People’s 
Republic, Igor Plotnitsky, both of whom 
would be replaced.

“He will be immediately arrested upon 
an attempt to cross the border of the 
Luhansk People’s Republic for two rea-
sons,” Mr. Plotnitsky said of Mr. Boiko, as 
reported by the republic’s official website. 

“Firstly, as an accomplice of the Kyiv 
punishers and supporter of the Anti-
Terrorist Operation and the genocide of 
our people,” he said. “And secondly, as an 
accomplice for the Ukrainian oligarch 
[Serhii] Kurchenko, whose presence, and 
that of those associated with him, is forbid-
den on our territory.”

The proposal has been called the 
“Medvedchuk plan,” referring to Mr. Putin’s 
representative in Ukraine. It’s truly a 
Kremlin plan with entirely different aims, 
Vitaly Portnikov, a Kyiv political commenta-
tor for the Espreso television network, 
wrote on his Facebook page on March 13.

“Putin is not planning to appoint any-
one,” he wrote. “The Kremlin views it as 
necessary to preserve Zakharchenko and 
Plotnitsky, and cancel the sanctions ‘under 
full control.’ The idea of new appointments 
is a trap that would demonstrate that Kyiv 
is ready for separate agreements with 
Moscow beyond Minsk and to make 
Europeans negative towards Ukraine. And 
don’t think that Bankova [the street where 
the Presidential Administration is located] 
doesn’t understand that.”

Mr. Akhmetov on March 12 issued a 
statement declining to comment on 
rumors, yet insisting that he is willing to 
take any steps to stop the war in the 
Donbas. Mr. Boiko confirmed that he’s 
negotiating with the government “to help 
implement the Minsk accords, end the con-
flict and return the uncontrolled territories 
and people there to Ukraine.”

Yet there’s no plan of how to install 
these oligarchs into power and what they 
would do afterwards, said Volodymyr 
Fesenko, the head of the Penta Center for 
Applied Political Research in Kyiv.

“The true problem is not even in the per-
sonalities of these transition figures, but 
their statuses,” he said. “What are they 
going to lead? It’s absolutely unacceptable 
for Ukraine to preserve after elections in the 
Donbas – even if they occur – two separatist 
republics, and moreover, their re-integra-
tion into the structure of our country.” 

As much a vexing question for the presi-
dent is forming the new coalition govern-
ment after the previous coalition was aban-
doned in mid-February by the Samopomich 
and Batkivshchyna factions, both of which 
stand to make big gains if early parliamen-
tary elections were held.

A poll conducted in February by Kyiv’s 
Gorshenin Institute showed Samopomich 
would finish in first and Batkivshchyna in 
second, while another poll – conducted 
between February 23 and March 8 by the 
Kyiv International Institute of Sociology – 
revealed they would finish in fourth and 

first place, respectively.
Andriy Sadovyi, the founder and head of 

the Samopomich party, arrived at the 
Presidential Administration on March 14 to 
meet with Mr. Poroshenko, who offered 
him support as a candidate for prime min-
ister. With his political star rising, Mr. 
Sadovyi duly declined. He received the 
highest rating of any Ukrainian politician in 
Gorshenin’s February poll.

“Everything can’t be dumped on 
Samopomich,” he said. “They have done who-
knows-what, the country is in trouble, and 
now Samopomich – rescue the situation!”

Not only won’t Samopomich join the 
coalition, but it refused to support the pres-
ident’s effort to muster enough votes to 
elect a new prime minister (which would 
not require Samopomich to be a member 
of the parliamentary coalition).

Before a March 14 meeting with the 
president and parliamentary faction heads, 
Samopomich Parliamentary Faction Chair 
Oleh Bereziuk told reporters that his fac-
tion would not support any candidate for 
prime minister until the president leads 
the effort to appoint a new procurator gen-
eral, reformat the Central Election 
Commission and approve open-list voting 
for the next parliamentary vote.

With these actions, Samopomich buried 
any chance of a technocratic government 
that could have been created without div-
vying up posts among parties and oli-
garchs, Yuriy Lutsenko, the parliamentary 
faction head of the Poroshenko Bloc, told 
the Rada the next day.

This technocratic government was high-
ly anticipated by Western experts on 
Ukraine, who hoped it would be led by 
Finance Minister Natalie Jaresko, who dem-
onstrated her leadership ability when exe-
cuting the $15 billion debt operation with 
Ukraine’s creditors and preparing the 2016 
budget in line with International Monetary 
Fund requirements.

W i t h o u t  S a m o p o m i c h  a n d 
Batkivshchyna to form any government 
(technocratic or political), President 
Poroshenko’s most viable choice is to form 
the new coalition with just the Poroshenko 
Bloc, the People’s Front and Oleh Liashko’s 
Radical Party, Mr. Basarab said.

Though Mr. Liashko is unlikely to become 
Parliament chair as part of this coalition, he 
could gain an influential Cabinet post, as 
well as several lucrative positions for his fel-
low party members, he said.

“The most important thing is to renew 
the stable work of the parliamentary coali-
tion. He has little choice but to reformat 
Yatsenyuk’s Cabinet and preserve it until 
the fall, when early elections are possible,” 
Mr. Basarab said. 

The formation of a new coalition is criti-
cal in order for Ukraine to receive the next 
IMF tranche worth $1.7 billion, which will be 
accompanied by other Western financing, 
experts have said. The IMF made clear in a 
March 3 statement that “it needs more clari-
ty with the government and the coalition.”

Dismissing the Verkhovna Rada and call-
ing early elections is the worst option for 
Mr. Poroshenko, not only because it would 
delay the next IMF tranche by at least five 
months, but it would also devastate his 
support in Parliament.

His Poroshenko Bloc would get 10 per-
cent in elections, compared to 16 percent 
for the Samopomich party, 14 percent for 
the Batkivshchyna party led by former 
Prime Minister Yulia Tymoshenko, 13 per-
cent for the Russian-oriented Opposition 
Bloc and 12.5 percent for the Radical Party, 
according to the Gorshenin Institute poll of 
2,000 respondents, which was conducted 
on February 8-17. 

Currently, the Poroshenko Bloc is the 
biggest faction in Parliament.

“The situation has spun beyond his [Mr. 
Poroshenko’s] control since other political 
forces have joined the opposition, including 
Tymoshenko, [Mikheil] Saakashvili and 
Samopomich, all with their own goals,” Mr. 
Basarab said.

Candidate for the Democratic Party’s 
nomination for president Hillary Clinton on 
March 10 released the following statement.

I join voices around the world in calling 
for the immediate release of Ukrainian poli-
tician and former air force officer Nadiya 
Savchenko from her illegal and unjust 
imprisonment in Russia.

Nadiya was captured by pro-Russia 
militias in eastern Ukraine in June 2014 
and illegally transferred to Russia. She’s 

been held on trumped-up charges ever 
since. Russia should drop all charges and 
release her immediately. It should also 
meet all its commitments under the Minsk 
agreement to bring an end to the conflict 
in eastern Ukraine, which has left thou-
sands dead and over 1.5 million people 
displaced.

I stand with Nadiya and the Ukrainian 
people, as I have always stood for the rights 
of women and all people suffering injustic-
es worldwide.

Hilary Clinton’s statement
on detention of Savchenko

 ON THE CAMPAIGN TRAIL

PARSIPPANY, N.J. – Canada’s minister of 
foreign affairs and the U.S. State 
Department both released statements on 
the second anniversary of Russia’s illegal 
annexation of Ukraine’s Crimean peninsula.

Canada’s Minister of Foreign Affairs 
Stephane Dion stated: 

“This month marks the second anniver-
sary of Russia’s invasion and illegal annexa-
tion of Ukraine’s Crimean peninsula. 
Russian occupation and aggression has led 
to human rights violations, including 
unlawful seizure of property, harassment 
and restrictions on freedom of speech and 
assembly. Self-proclaimed ‘authorities’ use 
force and intimidation to foster a climate of 
intolerance where residents who express 
views contrary to those of Russia face dis-
crimination and persecution. Canada is 
deeply concerned about this situation. 

“Russia is displaying a blatant disregard 
for international law, including the 
European Convention on Human Rights. 
Russia’s actions continue to undermine 
peace and security in the region. 

“Canada stands united with our interna-
tional partners in support of Ukraine. We 
will continue working with partners to put 
pressure on Russia to honor its internation-

al commitments and obligations with 
respect to human rights and to Ukraine’s 
sovereignty and territorial integrity.”

The statement released on March 16 by 
John Kirby of the U.S. State Department’s 
Office of the Spokesperson noted:

“Today, as Russia’s occupation of Crimea 
enters its third year, we reaffirm our com-
mitment to a united, sovereign Ukraine. 
The United States does not recognize 
Russia’s ‘referendum’ of March 16, 2014, or 
its attempted annexation of Crimea, which 
violates international law.

“We remain deeply concerned by the situ-
ation in Russian-occupied Crimea, where 
occupation ‘authorities’ suppress dissent and 
where ethnic and religious minorities – espe-
cially Crimean Tatars and ethnic Ukrainians – 
face serious and ongoing repression. Non-
governmental organizations and indepen-
dent media are still being silenced or driv-
en out, and international observers are still 
denied access to the peninsula.

“We will not accept the redrawing of 
borders by force in the 21st century. 
Sanctions related to Crimea will remain in 
place as long as the occupation continues. 
We again call on Russia to end that occupa-
tion and return Crimea to Ukraine.”

Canada, U.S. comment on anniversary
of Russia’s annexation of Crimea

(Continued from page 1)
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FOR THE RECORD: The future of U.S.-Ukraine relations
by Ambassador Geoffrey Pyatt

Following is an abridged version of a speech by U.S. 
Ambassador to Ukraine Geoffrey Pyatt on the future of U.S.-
Ukraine relations. He spoke on March 11 at the National 
University of Kyiv-Mohyla Academy. The text of his remarks 
was released by the U.S. Embassy Kyiv.

…  It is a special privilege any time I am able to sit down 
and speak with Ukrainian young people, because you really 
are the foundation on which America’s hopes for building a 
modern, democratic, European state here rest – especially 
because of the special relationship that the [university] 
president alluded to between the Ukrainian diaspora in the 
United States and Americans who have been so supportive 
of Kyiv-Mohyla and the renaissance that this institution has 
gone through since Ukrainian independence.  So it really is 
my honor to be here with you today.

… I really, truly want to have a conversation.  … So I 
would encourage people not only to put questions to me, 
but really let me know what I’m missing.  The foundation 
of American policy toward Ukraine is support to the people 
of Ukraine.  You are the ones who will make the decisions 
about your own future, so I’m eager to use this afternoon 
as an opportunity to continue that conversation…

It’s been three years almost now since the first time I 
came to speak at Kyiv-Mohyla, and what a three years it’s 
been – an extraordinarily historic period in this country’s 
evolution.  Certainly, from where I sit, a period that has cre-
ated the best possibility that Ukraine has ever had to 
anchor itself in Europe, in European institutions, in 
European values, and those are goals that the United States 
emphatically shares. …

You’ve had three good elections – the freest elections 
that Ukraine has ever had.  You’ve selected a new Rada, 
which includes … a number of Kyiv-Mohyla graduates, 
which has a critical mass of young people who are new to 
politics and are committed to building democratic institu-
tions that are answerable to the Ukrainian people, so that 
government serves the citizens and not the other way 
around.  You’ve implemented your Association Agreement 
– the big question mark that hung over Ukrainian politics 

in those days three years ago has now been answered.  
Ukraine is anchored in European institutions through your 
signature of the Association Agreement, your DCFTA [Deep 
and Comprehensive Free Trade Agreement], and the clear 
commitment to move toward European values and 
European standards of rule of law.

You’ve stabilized your economy, you’ve rebuilt your 
reserves, you’ve stuck to your IMF agreements.  As painful 
as that’s been, it’s incredibly important as a demonstration 
of the Ukrainian leadership’s commitment to root out the 
habits of corruption that have done so much in the past to 
hold this country back.  And you’ve begun to build new 
institutions – none more important, I would argue, than 
the new patrol police, which the United States has helped 
to establish, and which plays such an important role in my 
mind in helping to rebuild the faith that the Ukrainian peo-
ple have in their government institutions, which is, I think, 
one of the most valuable assets that the patrol police has 
managed to establish – that confidence, and that trust.  You 
can’t put a price tag on it, but it is key to building democrat-
ic governance and helping to build a sustainable future for 
this country.

… I honestly believe that 2016 should be the year in 
which Ukraine – Ukraine’s leaders, Ukraine’s politicians, 
the government, the president, and all of you – can build 
the institutions and the practices which guarantee that 

there is no going back, that Ukraine won’t need another 
revolution, that there won’t be further cause to doubt 
Ukraine’s place in Europe and among the European family 
of nations, to make the changes that have occurred in this 
country irreversible, and to guarantee that Ukraine never 
again will have to suffer under the kind of authoritarian, 
post-Soviet regime that characterized the Yanukovych peri-
od when I first arrived here.

You know, one of the great privileges of my job is that I 
get to travel around Ukraine a lot. … And one of the most 
powerful impressions that you take away from those trav-
els is the Ukrainian people.  The greatest strength of this 
country is its human capital – its civil society organizations, 
your culture, your pride, the deep sense of patriotism that 
the bitter experience of the past two years has helped to 
reinforce.  That can’t be taken away from you.  And it’s what 
makes me so optimistic about Ukraine’s long-term future. 
…  Ukraine should be a very wealthy country.  You have all 
the ingredients in terms of human capital, technological 
expertise, natural resources – some of the most bountiful 
agricultural lands that God has placed anywhere on the 
globe.  What you have lacked is governance, and for me, 
that is the key of the Revolution of Dignity – the promise of 
better governance that unlocks the potential of this country.

... I suspect many of you will say that reform hasn’t 
moved fast enough.  I hear that from Ukrainians every day.  
What is most striking to me though, and what’s important 
to me, is not to lose track of the progress that has been 
made – to recognize the improvements that have occurred, 
and we’ve talked about some of them.  You can also look at 
things like the energy sector, the fact that this is the first 
winter in the history of independent Ukraine when you’ve 
bought no gas from Gazprom.  You have truly achieved 
energy independence.  And I think that the challenge is not 
to lose your optimism, your confidence that you can prevail 
in this effort.

I spoke to one member of the Rada – one of these young 
members of the Rada – and they said to me, “You know, 
Ambassador, this is like running a marathon, but the prob-
lem is every time you think you’re running the last lap, 

(Continued on page 30)

U.S. Ambassador to Ukraine Geoffrey Pyatt.
NaUKMA
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With springtime come new beginnings. Thus, it’s a perfect opportunity to refresh 
The Ukrainian Weekly’s cooperation with our readers and community activists. 
Following are some suggestions about how to better communicate with us and, 
through us, with the paper’s readership.

We do prefer submissions by e-mail, but you can still use the regular mail if that 
works better for you. Please note that, if you send us a message by e-mail, expect 
that we will respond likewise. Therefore, please do not block our responses. Please 
include a specific subject in your subject line. For example, “NYC festival article” (not 
simply “article”). 

It is important to use the appropriate e-mail address for your messages. News 
materials, both stories and photos, intended for publication in The Ukrainian Weekly 
should be e-mailed to the editorial staff address: staff@ukrweekly.com. Similar mate-
rials intended for our Ukrainian-language sister publication, Svoboda, should be sent 
to: svoboda@svoboda-news.com. And, just because you’ve sent photos to one of the 
papers don’t assume that we will automatically pass them along to the other.

When you send us information in attachment form, please do not label the attach-
ment “The Ukrainian Weekly,” “Ukrainian Weekly,” “The Weekly,” any other variation 
thereof. Please use an appropriate label for your attachment that will distinguish it 
from others (e.g., “exhibit opening,” not “news story”). Articles should be sent as text 
documents, not PDFs. The story file (not the body of your e-mail message) should 
contain: the name of the author (byline), captions to any photos sent and photo 
credits (the name of the photographer, not the person whose camera you used). 

More on photos: please do not ask us to visit sites or online photo albums in order 
to download photos that go with your stories. Please send jpg files to us directly. Do 
not embed photos in your text documents. Do send good-quality, high-resolution pho-
tos that are suitable for reproduction (just because they look good online or on your 
smartphone, don’t assume they will be good in print). Remember: if a photo you have 
looks fuzzy or out of focus, it is. So, don’t send us that one. We’d much prefer to have 
two great photos rather than 10 poor or marginal ones! When e-mailing photos, 
please make sure the photos are labeled and that captions correspond to those labels 
(these may be numbers or names, but the photos and captions must match). 

We humbly ask that you send information about events not later than 10 days 
after their occurrence, in order to keep the news fresh on our pages. (Who wants to 
read about St. Nicholas in March?) At the same time, we caution readers that often-
times we cannot run your story immediately as there are many demands on the 
space in our paper and each week is a careful balancing act. We must publish the 
most time sensitive and significant news first, while making a judgment call about 
others. Another request: please use the full names (not just initials and a surname) 
of everyone mentioned in a story; please do not guess the spellings of names.

You say you’re not a writer, or don’t have time to write a story? Well, you don’t 
necessarily have to write an exhaustive account about your community event. Quite 
often, a simple caption to a great photograph will do the job. But please remember 
what they used to call the “the 5 Ws”: the who, what, when, where and why of the 
event being reported.

The Weekly welcomes letters to the editor on topics of concern to the Ukrainian 
American and Ukrainian Canadian communities, and especially letters related to 
materials that have been published in our newspaper. Letters must be signed (anon-
ymous letters are not published). The daytime phone number and complete mailing 
address of the letter-writer must be given for verification purposes; the city you are 
writing from will be published along with your name. The key for letter-writers: be 
clear and succinct. We have a very generous limit of 500 words for letters (that’s 
about a quarter of page in our paper). As with all materials sent to The Weekly, let-
ters may be edited or abridged.

Finally, if you have any questions that are not answered by the helpful (we hope) 
hints above, e-mail staff@ukrweekly.com or call 973-292-9800 and ask for one of 
our editors. As we end this editorial, we look forward to a new beginning with you, 
Dear Readers – our community partners. 

The Ukrainian Weekly

Last year, on March 23, 2015, the U.S. House of Representatives 
overwhelmingly passed H. Res. 162 “calling on the president to 
provide Ukraine with military assistance to defend its sovereign-
ty and territorial integrity.” The vote was 348 for and 48 against.

The text of the resolution noted “the House of Representatives 
strongly urges the president to fully and immediately exercise the 

authorities provided by Congress to provide Ukraine with lethal defensive weapon systems 
to enhance the ability of the people of Ukraine to defend their sovereignty from the unpro-
voked and continuing aggression of the Russian Federation. …the existence of an indepen-
dent, democratic and prosperous Ukraine is in the national interests of the United States” 
and “the Russian Federation under President Vladimir Putin has engaged in relentless polit-
ical, economic and military aggression to subvert the impendence and violate the territorial 
integrity of Ukraine.”

The resolution also referred to the Ukraine Freedom Support Act that was passed by 
Congress and signed into law by President Barack Obama on December 18, 2014, and 
noted that U.S. Secretary of Defense Ashton Carter and Chairman of the Joint Chief of Staff 
Gen. Martin Dempsey had both expressed their inclination to support providing weapons 
to Ukraine.

The resolution also underscored “the illegal and forcible occupation of Crimea by 
Russian military and security forces” and “the establishment and control of violent sepa-
ratist proxies in other areas of Ukraine.”

March
23
2015

Turning the pages back...

Easter pastoral of the Ukrainian Catholic 
Hierarchy of the U.S.A. to our clergy, hiero-
monks and brothers, religious sisters, semi-
narians and beloved faithful.

Christ is Risen!
Indeed He is Risen!
“Jesus said to her, ‘Mary!’ She turned and 

said to him in Hebrew, ‘Rabbouni,’ which 
means teacher. Jesus said to her, “Stop hold-
ing on to me, for I have not yet ascended to 
the Father. But go to my brothers and tell 
them, ‘I am going to my Father and your 
Father, to my God and your God.’” Mary of 
Magdalene went and announced to the dis-
ciples, “I have seen the Lord,” and what he 
told her.” (John 20:16-20)

Today, we share a joy, a joy of wonder, a 
joy that comes from within, because Christ 
is Risen! Today, we share the same joy of 
the disciples to whom Mary Magdalene had 
brought the Good News that Jesus Christ is 
risen and she has seen Him. 

This joy of resurrection starts from a 
personal encounter with risen Christ. What 
does it take for Mary Magdalene’s tears to 
give way to Easter joy? Nothing less than 
meeting the risen Christ. Meeting the risen 
Savior Himself! Even this is not so straight-
forward. Jesus appears to her, but Mary 
doesn’t recognize Him. But then, Jesus calls 
her name, Mary. She turns and now when 
she looks, her world is transformed. Before 
her is no gardener, but the resurrected 
Christ, alive and free from death. Around 
her is no tomb of lifeless rock, but the living 
Savior who calls her out of darkness and 
into a marvelous light. After encountering 
the risen Jesus Mary Magdalene obeys the 
Lord’s command to tell the news of the res-
urrection to the disciples.

The same joy is experienced by the disci-
ples on the road to Emmaus. This personal 
encounter with the risen Lord gives them 
courage and strength to run back to the dis-
ciples and tell them what happened on the 
way and how they recognized Jesus in the 
breaking of the bread. 

On Easter morning what we celebrate is 
that Christ has overcome sin and evil and 
death. There is forgiveness and hope and 
new life even from the very rock bottom of 
suffering and despair. And so, the Easter 
gospel is not only about life from death, but 
also about this encounter Mary has with 
the resurrected Christ. Jesus is raised, but 
then He also meets us – and not merely as a 
dazzling figure we do not recognize. Jesus 
meets us – calls our name, opens our eyes, 
and invites us to see. 

At the Resurrection Matins we sing: “Let 
us rise at early dawn and bring to our 

Master a hymn instead of myrrh, and we 
shall see Christ the Sun of righteousness 
Who enlightens the life of all.” (Resurrection 
Matins, Ode 5)

The risen Christ wants us to experience 
the joy of encountering Him and living for 
Christ and not for self – the joy of being lib-
erated from the sins which trap us in self-
centeredness and discover the blessing of 
Christ’s self-giving love. No matter what 
may be happening in our lives, we can still 
experience spiritual joy through the love of 
God and living the way God made us to live, 
which is for self-giving love. 

The Easter gospel is not just about new 
life, but new life that comes to us. Not just 
Christ raised from the dead, but the risen 
Christ meeting us and calling our names. 
Easter is an encounter, a call and a sum-
mons. Go and tell what you have seen and 
heard. Christ is alive, and more than that He 
has sought us out and called us by name. 
Whatever our doubts and our fears, what-
ever our failures and betrayals, whatever 
the wounds we try to protect – today is а 
new day. We are all to become witnesses of 
the Resurrection of Jesus. We are called to 
bring that “ray” of the light of the 
Resurrection into the various human situa-
tions: into those happy ones, rendering 
them more beautiful, and into those sor-
rowful situations, bringing serenity and 
hope.

In this Year of Mercy, Pope Francis 
encourages us “to experience the opening 
of our hearts to those living on the outer-
most fringes of society” and to “keep alive 
the desire to know how to welcome the 
numerous signs of the tenderness which 
God offers to the whole world and, above 
all, to those who suffer, who are alone and 
abandoned, without hope of being par-
doned or feeling the Father’s love.” 
(“Misericordiae Vultus,” Pope Francis)

We know how the poor need help. We 
know how the sick need healing, how the 
oppressed need justice, how the grieving 
need comfort. We know how the spiritual 
life needs exercise, with daily prayer, medi-
tation, study and the companionship of kin-
dred, seeking souls. Being people of the res-
urrection, graced with this knowledge, it is 
our calling to talk to people on the road and 
announce the Good News of the risen 
Christ to them. During this period of con-
templating Christ’s mercy, we are reminded 
that Jesus not only preached mercy, but He 
put into action works of mercy as He assist-
ed the poor, consoled the lonely and out-
cast, relieved suffering and affliction, and 

Easter is an encounter,
a call and a summons

(Continued on page 9)

New beginnings, improved cooperation

 EASTER PASTORAL LETTER

A depiction of Ukrainian Easter traditions by Jacques Hnizdovsky.

(Continued on page 29)
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Dear Editor:

Since the events on the Maidan and the 
subsequent Russian invasion of Ukraine, a 
significant portion of Americans of 
Ukrainian descent has been actively sup-
porting Ukraine in these difficult times by 
providing direct assistance, informing the 
media and lobbying the American govern-
ment. For all of them, the need to support 
Ukraine has been self-evident. In his letter 
to the editor (February 28) Mr. Petrina 
puts this support in question. He states 
that it is all right for ethnic Americans that 
have an independent “mother country” to 
maintain their traditions, but is highly crit-
ical of their involvement in the U.S. politi-
cal process on issues regarding their 
“mother country.”

There are three problems with Mr. 
Petrina’s argument. First, as pointed out 
by Yuri Deychakiwsky in his letter (March 
5), to get involved or not is a personal 
choice, guaranteed by the American 
Constitution. Second, to equate the current 
situation in Ukraine with that in Ireland or 
Italy, and to suggest that ethnic Ukrainians 
should behave like ethnic Italians or Irish 
defies facts and logic. Third, Mr. Petrina 
does not seem to realize that sometimes 
supporting a foreign country is a matter of 
the security of the United States. 

Russia has invaded Ukraine without any 
provocation, part of its territory has been 
illegally annexed, and the country is at war, 
fighting for its existence. Perhaps Mr. 
Petrina should travel to eastern Ukraine 

and witness the destruction caused by the 
Russian invasion, talk to the soldiers 
defending their country, visit seriously 
wounded soldiers in military hospitals, 
and talk to family members who lost loved 
ones at the Maidan or the war and to refu-
gees who had to flee for their lives. Then 
he should make a stopover in Ireland or 
Italy and think again about his recom-
mended equivalence.

Events in other countries often affect 
the security of the U.S. Top American mili-
tary leaders, as well as many politicians 
and experts have pointed out repeatedly 
that Russia’ s behavior constitutes a major 
threat to the U.S., and that supporting 
Ukraine is in the interest of American 
security. The U.S. Congress has over-
whelmingly supported providing military 
assistance to Ukraine. Support of their 
“mother country” by American ethnics is 
also often guided by concerns for the secu-
rity of the U.S. A prime example is the lob-
bying of the American Jewish community 
in support of Israel. According to Mr. 
Petrina’s logic, this behavior is not appro-
priate for American citizens. 

By zeroing in on three articles in The 
Ukrainian Weekly, one can assume that Mr. 
Petrina is an attentive reader of the paper 
and thus well informed about events in 
Ukraine. He is entitled to his opinion about 
getting involved in the U.S. political pro-
cess to provide support to Ukraine. 
However, given the current situation in 
Ukraine, his position that all Americans of 
Ukrainian descent should limit themselves 
to maintaining Ukrainian traditions is hard 
to understand.

Oleh Wolowyna
Chapel Hill, N.C.

Americans of Ukrainian
descent and Ukraine

 LETTER TO THE EDITOR

 IN THE PRESS

The other day, my old friend Prof. Dr. Dr. 
(he has two doctorates) Ilarion Khvalko-
Yerundovych was poking along Second 
Avenue when, just as he was about to cross 
East Seventh Street, he saw his acquain-
tance Pani Kvasniuk advancing down the 
sidewalk. Her grey hair was tied up in a 
bun, and her plump figure was wrapped in 
a glossy green raincoat that made her look 
like a cucumber. 

“What brings you to town?” he asked. “I 
haven’t seen you in ages.”

“Oh, it’s a 40th birthday party for my 
second cousin’s daughter-in-law,” she mut-
tered. “Dreadful creature.” 

“I take it you don’t care for her?” said 
Prof. Dr. Dr. Khvalko-Yerundovych.

“Well,” said Pani Kvasniuk, looking 
around furtively, “you know, she’s from 
Ukraine. Eastern Ukraine. A Sovok.”

“Sovok? You know,” observed the profes-
sor, “it’s been nearly a quarter of a century 
since the Soviet Union collapsed. If she’s 40 
now, she must have been just a teenager 
then.”

“She had that Communist upbringing all 
the same. Once a Sovok, always a Sovok. 
OK, post-Sovok. Probably doesn’t even 
believe in God. Uliana says she never sees 
her in church, and Uliana always sits at the 
back of the pews, so she sees who comes in 
and out.”

“I see,” said the professor. “Do they have 
children?”

“Oh, she’s spawned a whole brood,” 
replied Pani Kvasniuk. “It gives her an 
excuse not to work. I bet she hasn’t worked 
a day in her life. I don’t think she even 
speaks English. At least I’ve never heard 
her.”

“But is her husband happy?” asked the 
professor. “Is she attractive?”

“Oh, you know how those Sovok women 
like to get all tarted up. Uliana says she even 
wears high heels to the laundromat. I’ll bet 
that’s how she caught poor Petro. She 
smelled money – they’re all gold-diggers, 
you know. And he’s so intelligent and hard-
working… Of course she pretends to be very 
intellectual, always talking about art and 
quoting poets like that Nina Kostenko. So 
pretentious. And poor Petro was taken in by 
all that. Why couldn’t he find a nice diaspora 
girl to support him? You know he always 
wanted to be a musician. He was in Plast, 
after all. Well, I must be going.”

Pani Kvasniuk waddled off down Second 
Avenue, and Dr. Dr. Khvalko-Yerundovych 
crossed the street and continued pensively 
on his way. It was true, he reflected, that 
Soviet rule had left an indelible mark on 
our people. Once you’ve destroyed a peo-
ple’s culture and customs, you can’t expect 
them to recover the minute the regime 
changes. Why, it takes three generations 
just to develop decent table manners. 
Maybe the post-Soviets really were cynical 
and materialistic. Communism had erased 
personal morality. And having lived under 
that regime, how could they be expected to 
trust any leaders or respect any institu-
tions? How could they believe in any ide-
als? You could say they were very post-
modern in that respect. It was everyone for 
himself. He had often marveled at how 
focused the Fourth Generation were on 
money and careers. They couldn’t under-
stand why anyone would volunteer for 
some social movement or community orga-

nization unless he could get something out 
of it. The professor wistfully recalled his 
parents’ generation, who had worked so 
selflessly for Ukraine, devoting their time, 
their energy and their hard-earned savings 
for “the cause.”

On the other hand, he ruminated, there 
were fine people in the Fourth Wave too. 
They had founded their own newspapers 
and organizations, they collected funds to 
support Ukraine, they observed national 
holidays as enthusiastically as the previous 
emigrations. So you couldn’t paint them all 
with the same brush. In some communi-
ties, they filled the empty pews of the par-
ishes, as the children of the Third Wave 
assimilated with American society. True, 
they seemed more interested in personal 
spirituality than in broader church affairs. 
And many came to services only for 
Christmas and Easter – if at all. But was 
that so surprising? Communism had dead-
ened their spirits. Once a culture has lost its 
sense of mystery and wonder, of miracles 
and epiphanies, can it ever recover it? You 
can no more restore lost faith than you can 
regain lost innocence. 

And yet, the professor asked himself, 
had the diaspora done better? If commu-
nism had destroyed ethics and morality by 
a direct assault, wasn’t consumerism sub-
verting them by subtle subversion? 
Communism was dead, but consumerism 
was alive. And the diaspora, far from resist-
ing it, was enthusiastically participating in 
it, even promoting it in the homeland.

Suddenly he saw a familiar figure in a 
bright blue parka, with Kozak whiskers, 
square dark glasses and a baseball cap 
ambling down the street. It was his school-
mate Orest, whom he hadn’t seen in many 
years. 

“How have you been?” asked Professor 
Dr. Dr. Khvalko-Yerundovych. “How is your 
family,” he added, though he didn’t remem-
ber whether Orest had ever gotten mar-
ried. 

“Our son is doing great. Married, three 
kids – two boys and a girl. He met his wife 
in Ukraine…”

“Indeed? Why, I was just talking with…” 
The professor stopped, deciding not to pur-
sue that line of thought. “So your son is 
happy?”

“Absolutely. Svitlana’s an elegant woman, 
always dresses nicely – not like those slop-
py Americans who wear curlers to the 
supermarket. But she’s not shallow. She 
reads a lot, speaks beautiful Ukrainian, and 
you can talk to her about music, art, litera-
ture…”

“Most edifying for the children,” com-
mented the professor.

“And you know what, she’s a computer 
engineer, she could have gotten a good job 
and made lots of money, but she decided it 
was more important to stay home and 
bring up the kids.”

“Very commendable.”
“And she’s got a beautiful voice too. 

Every Sunday she’s up in the church choir 
singing like an angel. In fact, why don’t you 
come along with me, and I’ll introduce you. 
We’re throwing a 40th birthday party for 
her.”

What is Sovok?

Andrew Sorokowski can be reached at 
andrewsorokowski@gmail.com.

“Russia’s latest show trial,” editorial, 
The Washington Post, March 11 (https://
www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/russias-
latest-show-trial/2016/03/10/44dd7 f28-
e6e0-11e5-a6f3-21ccdbc5f74e_story.html?po
stshare=1131457714720578&tid=ss_fb):

The Obama administration keeps bet-
ting that Vladimir Putin is genuinely inter-
ested in a diplomatic settlement in 
Ukraine. The case of Nadiya Savchenko 
offers powerful evidence to the contrary. …

Five European Union governments have 
called for sanctions against Russian offi-
cials involved in what they describe as a 
‘fabricated case.’ So have 57 members of 
the European Parliament, who say Mr. 
Putin should be one of 29 people sanc-
tioned. The United States so far has con-
fined its response to statements by Vice 
President Biden and Secretary of State 
John F. Kerry, who both called for Ms. 
Savchenko’s release this week. 

Those words will have no impact on Mr. 
Putin unless they are linked to actions. The 
Obama administration should expand its 
own sanctions on Russia to include all 
those involved in the detention and prose-
cution of Ms. Savchenko, as well as other 
violations of the Minsk 2 agreement. There 
will be no chance of a settlement in 
Ukraine unless the costs to Russia of its 
policy of sabotage and subversion are sub-
stantially raised.

“Putin’s Ukrainian Hostage,” editorial, 
The Wall Street Journal, March 8 (http://
www.wsj.com/articles/putin-ukrainian-hos-
tage-1457483530):

Ukrainian helicopter pilot Nadya [sic] 
Savchenko on Tuesday spent her fourth 
day without food and water in a Russian 
prison. The 34-year-old Iraq War veteran 
has been held for nearly two years in 
Russian captivity. 

… Russian prosecutors charged Lt. 
Savchenko with illegal entry and directing 
mortar fire that they allege killed two jour-
nalists that day. Yet her cellphone location 
data and videos shot by her captors show 
that Lt. Savchenko was elsewhere, and 
already in captivity, when the mortar 
rounds were fired. Moscow has no legal 
jurisdiction over her.

The Russians last year suggested that 
they might release her to Ukrainian custo-
dy once the “trial” has concluded. The 
Kremlin knows that Ukrainians won’t 
carry out whatever sentence the Russian 
courts impose. More likely Moscow wants 
to use her as a bargaining chip in talks 
with Kiev.

Ukrainian President Petro Poroshenko 
told us in an email that Kiev is appealing to 
the West to “ramp up pressure” on Moscow 
to win her freedom. The European Union 
on Monday called on Russia to release Lt. 
Savchenko, citing the so-called Minsk II 
accords between Moscow and Kiev [sic]. 
Yet Ukrainian armed forces the same day 
counted more than 50 provocations from 
the rebel side in the east, often involving 
heavy-artillery fire banned under Minsk II.

In other words, the accord remains an 
instrument by which the West ties Kiev’s 
hands while Moscow continues to violate 
Ukrainian sovereignty with impunity. …

The Savchenko show trial
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“Brother-to-Brother”: UUARC lives up to its motto
Remember thou, that upon thee
The fate of millions is now resting,
That for the fate of millions
Thou shalt be called for an accounting

– Ivan Franko
by Larissa Kyj

These words of Ivan Franko remain rele-
vant to all Ukrainians, both in Ukraine and in 
America. And we at the United Ukrainian 
American Relief Committee (UUARC), which 
is now in its eighth decade of service to 
Ukrainians worldwide, realize we need to keep 
on working without easing up our efforts, 
especially since the situation in Ukraine 
remains perilous and economically critical. 

The UUARC has a number of permanent 
programs that serve diverse needs. Among 
them are the following.

• “Know Your Native Land” – In 
December 2014, 20 child refugees from 
Donbas participated in the Christmas pro-
gram of the project “Know Your Native 
Land.” The children were hosted by the 
Ukrainian Catholic monastery in the Ivano-
Frankivsk Oblast, where they celebrated 
Christmas, visited the Pysanka Museum in 
Yaremche and went on an excursion. In Kyiv 
the children visited various churches, the 
historic Baikove Cemetery, the Golden Gates 
and the Monastery of the Caves (Pecherska 
Lavra). On St. Nicholas Day, UUARC distrib-
uted Christmas baskets to orphans, children 
from poor families, invalids, the infirm and 
children whose fathers had died fighting in 
the zone of anti-terrorist operations (ATO). 
Food baskets were also provided to elderly 
individuals who had been persecuted dur-
ing the Soviet regime.

• Children’s camps – In 2015, the 
UUARC funded summer camps for 200 chil-
dren in the Ivano-Frankivsk Oblast. There 
were three sessions that hosted 200 chil-
dren. The participants were children of sol-
diers who were killed or injured, refugee 
children from the Donetsk and Luhansk 
oblasts, and children from Mariupol and 
Sumy. The cost for the camps and children’s 
transportation was $26,000. 

• “Going from Childhood to Taras” – 
Responding to an appeal by Ukrainian lan-
guage and literature teachers in 2007, the 
UUARC has sponsored the annual “From 
Childhood to Taras” contest. The competi-
tion begins in villages and districts, and 
goes on to the oblast level, where the win-
ners receive a two-day excursion to Kyiv 

and Kaniv. In 2015 the contest took place in 
Donetsk (on Ukrainian-controlled territo-
ry), Zaporizhia, Luhansk, Dnipropetrovsk, 
Kharkiv and Sumy, with 30 children from 
each oblast. The winners visited Kyiv and 
Kaniv, and paid their respects to Taras 
Shevchenko. This contest and excursion 
help the students sense the majesty and 
beauty of their native land while forgetting, 
albeit briefly, about the war.

• “Candle of Hope” – Since 1992, the 
UUARC has been providing financial aid to 
ill and infirm writers. At the end of 2014 
there were 14 writers on UUARC’s list, who 
each receive $20 monthly. 

• “Adopt-a-Grandparent”– The UUARC 
continues its “Adopt-a-Grandparent” proj-
ect, which began in 1999. Sponsors provide 
$20 monthly to aid elderly individuals in 
Ukraine, who receive the money from 
UUARC officials in Ukraine. This is a signifi-
cant relief for the infirm, ill and solitary 
individuals. In 2014, 80 individuals were 
enrolled in this program.

• Soup kitchens – The UUARC operates 
four soup kitchen programs in Ukraine. In 
Lviv, the program serves 35 people five days 
a week. In Mykolayiv, 25 people are served 
five days a week, and in the town of 
Ponornytsia in the Chernihiv Oblast 25 peo-
ple are served five days a week. In Nova 
Odesa, 84 persons benefit from the pro-
gram, with each individual getting a food 
package every other month. Priority is given 
to veterans of the Ukrainian Insurgent Army 
(UPA), the elderly, former prisoners of 
Siberian labor camps, invalids and 
orphaned children. The total cost of this 
program for 2015 was almost $80,000.

• Humanitarian aid shipments – From 
October 2014 to October 2015, the UUARC 
shipped seven 40-foot containers; an 
eighth was in transit as of the writing of 
this report. The containers that were sent 
in 2014 went to the Union of Homeless 
Veterans of Afghanistan “Our Home” in Lviv 
and the religious community Logus of the 
Ukrainian Orthodox Church – Kyiv 
Patriarchate. The aid was distributed to 
hospitals, military subunits of the ATO, ref-
ugees, and the poor and needy. The value of 
these containers, which contained clothing 
and medical supplies, was $220,878. 

In 2015 two containers were shipped to 
Vira Prynko, the director of the UUARC 
office in Kyiv. Most of the items in the first 
shipment were collected by St. John the 
Baptist Ukrainian Catholic Parish in 
Whippany, N.J., and the cargo included: new 
thermal underwear, gloves, medical blan-
kets and equipment, clothing and footwear, 
toys, bedding and blankets (total value: 
$40,044). The second shipping container 

 NEWS AND VIEWS

Dr. Larissa Kyj is president of the United 
Ukrainian American Relief Committee. The 
article above is based on her report to the 
organization’s annual meeting, which took 
place on October 24, 2015.
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included two used, but fully functioning and 
fully equipped ambulances, as well as new 
medical equipment and clothing. One 
ambulance was delivered to border troops; 
the other went to the Ministry of Defense 
and then to the village of Shyrokyne in the 
Donetsk Oblast. The total value of the cargo 
was $86,477. The UUARC also shipped con-
tainers to the Main Military-Clinical Hospital 
in Kyiv and to Our Home; the values of the 
supplies sent were, respectively, $133,088 
and $106,000.

• Brazilian Land Fund – This fund, 
which lends money to farmers of Ukrainian 
descent is still operating in Parana. 

In the last two years, the UUARC has ini-
tiated several new programs.

• “Adopt a Wounded Ukrainian 
Soldier” – In order to support the ever-
increasing number of wounded soldiers, 
UUARC created a program called “Adopt a 
Wounded Ukrainian Soldier.” For $25 
monthly, or $300 annually, a sponsor can 
help a wounded soldier pay for his medical 
needs. By October 2015, 405 wounded sol-
diers have been sponsored. Over $102,000 
has been distributed.

• “Family-to-Family” – Victims of the 
war include widows, children without par-
ents, and elderly parents of the soldiers. 
Through a monthly fee of $25 (or $300 
annually), the sponsor can give these fami-
lies hope and the awareness that they are 
not alone. The sponsorship may be long-
term or one-time. Recently the program 
merged with “Orphans of Maidan and ATO” 
which began in Connecticut.

• EDUCARE – EDUCARE aids homes for 
disabled children from birth to age 4. This 
program provides necessities and funding 
for developmental programs to help chil-
dren realize their full potential. In 2014, the 
Berizka home in Khmelnytsky was funded. 
The assistance included new children’s 
clothing, footwear, carriages, walkers, sets 
of bedding and beds, disposable diapers 
and hygiene products. For St. Nicholas Day, 
the children received sweets and toys.

Thanks to the work of parishes, organi-
zations and individuals, there were special 
collections of funds and supplies for assis-
tance sent via the United Ukrainian 
American Relief Committee. Thus, for 
example, in 2014, Christ the King the 
Ukrainian Catholic Parish in Boston collect-
ed $65,000 for the victims of the Maidan 
and ATO. Other collections benefited 
orphans, schools, hospitals and reading 
rooms in Ukraine; the Ukrainian National 
Home in Poland; students at Lviv Academic 
Gymnasium; the newspaper Chornomorets 
in Odesa; the Orphanage Project of Ukraine 
Little League Baseball (Basil Tarasko); and 
a 9-year-old girl who needed a liver trans-
plant (thanks to the generosity of an anony-
mous donor who gave $10,000).

Every person leaves a footprint in this 
life. Donors’ footprints via the UUARC’s var-
ious relief programs ease the suffering of at 
least some of our people.

For further information, readers may 
visit the UUARC’s webpage (www.uuarc.
org) and its Facebook page (www.facebook.
com/uuarc). 

H. Res. 162 was sponsored by Rep. Eliot 
Engel (D-N.Y.) and had 12 co-sponsors: 
Reps. Edward Royce (R-Calif.), Adam Smith 
(D-Wash.), Mac Thornberry (R-Texas), 
Adam Schiff (D-Calif.), Devin Nunes 
(R-Calif.), Marcy Kaptur (D-Ohio), Harold 
Rogers (R-Ky.), Sander Levin (D-Mich.), 
Rodney Frelinghuysen (R-N.J.), Michael 
Fitzpatrick (R-Pa.), Kay Granger (R-Texas) 
and William Keating (D-Mass.).

House Speaker John Boehner (R-Ohio), 
following the resolution’s passage by 
Congress, stated: “The House reflected the 
will of the people again today in passing a 
bipartisan call-to-action to help the 

Ukrainian people. There is an overwhelm-
ing support for sending military aid to help 
address the crisis in Ukraine. Without 
action for this administration, Russia’s 
aggression will continue to be left 
unchecked. While Congress has already 
provided the White House with the author-
ities, resources and political support to aid 
the government and people of Ukraine, 
today’s vote is yet another sign that the 
American people support action to help 
our ally. I applaud the Foreign Affairs 
Committee for its work, and I hope the 
president will take action and reassure our 
friends and allies that we stand behind 
them.”

Source: “House resolution supports lethal 
weapons systems to aid Ukraine’s defense,” 
The Ukrainian Weekly, March 29, 2915.

(Continued from page 6)

Turning...
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FILM REVIEW: “A Struggle for Home: The Crimean Tatars”
by Adrian Bryttan

NEW YORK – On March 29, 2014, the 
main clock at the Symferopol railway sta-
tion was advanced two hours in a symbolic 
ceremony as Crimea now jumped into the 
time zone of its new masters in Moscow. 
The former mafioso known as “Goblin” and 
now the new leader of the peninsula, 
Sergey Aksyonov, congratulated his party-
ing Russian crowds on “going back home.” 
The hypocrisy of Mr. Aksyonov’s words 
amid the centuries-long struggle of 
Ukraine’s Crimean Tatars to return to their 
true ancestral home (only to be crushed by 
Vladimir Putin’s invasion) is the subject of 
Christina M. Paschyn’s film “A Struggle for 
Home: The Crimean Tatars.”

Attending the screening at the Ukrainian 
Institute of America in New York on 
January 29 were prominent leaders of the 
Crimean Tatar community: Mubeyyin 

Altan, publisher of the Crimean Review, and 
Ayla Bakkali, U.S. representative of the 
Crimean Tatar Mejlis. 

Writer and director Ms. Paschyn 
returned to this same surreal Symferopol 
scene near the conclusion of her 44-minute 
documentary. By that point the audience 
had viewed the ancient history of the 
Crimean Tatars and their struggles to sur-
vive in the face of Russian Imperial perse-
cution, Soviet atrocities, genocidal deporta-
tion and finally the 2014 Russian invasion 
and takeover.

“A Struggle for Home” interweaves the 
director’s running narration with inter-
views of various eyewitnesses, newsreel 
footage and the commentaries of historians 
Brian Glyn Williams and Alan W. Fischer. 
But perhaps what comes across most vivid-
ly are the personal accounts of several indi-
vidual Crimean Tatars caught up in the 
whirlwind of events. Appearing several 

times was the elderly Shefika Consul, a self-
described radical nationalist who as a 
7-year-old girl dug for potatoes in exile in 
Uzbekistan. 

Safinar Dzhemilev, the wife of Mustafa 
Dzemilev, recalled her work as head of the 
League of Crimean Tatar Women and how 
she was attracted to Mr. Dzhemilev’s cour-
age in the face of persecution and arrests, 
saying: “I decided to dedicate my life to this 
man.” 

The revered leader of the Crimean Tatar 
National Movement, Mustafa Dzhemilev 
was 7 months old when deported to 
Uzbekistan. Suffering arrests as a Soviet dis-
sident, he mounted a 303-day hunger strike, 
successfully attracting the world’s attention 
to his people – the indigenous people of 
Crimea that few had heard of before. 

A member of the Ukrainian Parliament 
since 1988, Mr. Dzhemilev bravely 
denounced local Russian organizations for 

pro-Moscow activities, inciting inter-ethnic 
conflict and agitating for Crimea to become 
part of Russia. He declared: “If you really 
want to leave your country that much, take 
your suitcases, get on the trains, and go 
back to Russia.”

Ancient and modern history

As historian Mr. Williams observed dur-
ing the film, Crimean Tatar roots extend 
back much further than the establishment 
of the Crimean Khanate in 1441; he drew 
connections to the Huns, Crimean Goths 
and even the ancient Greeks who estab-
lished trading outposts and cities. Although 
the Islamic Khanate conducted an extensive 
slave trade, today’s Crimean Tatars are 
among the most secular, moderate Muslim 
societies, in which, in particular, women 
freely play a major part in the community. 

(Continued on page 11)

In stills from Christina M. Paschyn’s film “A Struggle for Home: The Crimean Tatars”: Crimean Tatars protest the Russian occupation; Crimean Tatars at a Kurultay 
(Crimean Tatar congress) session in 2013. 
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(In 1917 Crimean Tatars became the first 
Muslim people in the world to affirm wom-
en’s right to vote.)

Another historian, Mr. Fischer, explained 
that Empress Catherine II annexed Crimea 
in 1783 because Russia needed a warm-
water port on the Black Sea. The construc-
tion of Sevastopol solved their strategic 
problem, but Catherine also commenced a 
long-term policy of persecution of the 
Crimean Tatars, stealing their lands, 
destroying mosques, gradually displacing 
them with Russian settlers. A vast demo-
graphic shift resulted in the Crimean Tatars 
becoming a minority, under siege by local 
hostile Russians.

After a brief flash of independence in 
1917, quickly snuffed out by the 
Bolsheviks, the Soviets installed a so-called 
autonomous republic, the Crimean ASSR.

Then in 1944 Joseph Stalin deported 
practically the whole Crimea Tatar popula-
tion to the wilds of Uzbekistan, where 46 
percent died within two years. From the 
mid 1950s, exiled Crimean Tatars worked 
unceasingly to demand the right to reclaim 
their homeland. Finally, in 1989, the Soviets 
allowed their return.

Crimean Tatars return

The second half of Ms. Paschyn’s film 
outlines what happened next. Prior to the 
2014 invasion, Mr. Aksyonov, head of the 
Crimean Russian Unity Political Party, 
extolled the deep Orthodox connections 
across borders, at the same time profess-
ing: “Russian people have no problem living 
with representatives of other nationalities.” 

But returning Crimean Tatars encoun-
tered ethnic and religious bigotry from 
local Crimean Russians in schools. Russian 
nationals deliberately antagonized them 
with public commemorations of Stalin. In 
December 2012 an explosion targeted the 
Great Mosque in Symferopol. Crimean 
Tatar “squat” settlements were destroyed 
by members of Russian ultra groups.

On February 26, 2014, some 1,000 
Crimean Tatars clashed with Mr. 
Aksyonov’s men in front of the Crimean 
Parliament. The following day, Russia’s 
“green men” began their invasion. Even 
though his party previously had received 
only 4 percent of the vote, Mr. Aksyonov 
emerged as the new prime minister. The 
March “referendum vote” – rejected as ille-
gal by the European Union and most of the 
U.N. General Assembly, and also boycotted 
by the Crimean Mejlis, the highest execu-

tive/representative body of the Crimean 
Tatars – started the ball rolling for Crimea 
to declare independence from Ukraine and 
to request that it join the Russian 
Federation. 

As Mr. Putin signed the official unifica-
tion treaty, the clocks at the Symferopol 
train station were advanced to match 
Moscow time.

After the 2014 annexation 

Since the annexation of Crimea, Crimean 
Tatars have reported a return of Soviet-era 
repression and persecution. Russia closed 
the Mejlis headquarters and its supporters 
were attacked and killed. The Crimean 
Tatars’ television channel lost its broadcast 
rights, and Mustafa Dzhemilev was banned 
from entering Crimea for five years. 
Currently, Russian authorities still refuse to 
recognize the Mejlis, whose members now 
operate out of Ukraine. Mr. Dzhemilev con-
tinues to advocate for his people from Kyiv.

 “Struggle for Home” concludes with the 
words of Safinar Dzhemilev: “Our reality is 
we have our motherland, but it is now part 
of another state with other laws, at gun-
point… nobody knows what to expect 
tomorrow… that is why we have to stand 
firm and prepare ourselves to resist and 
protect our rights on all levels in a peaceful, 
democratic way.”

The tragic history of the Crimean Tatars 
deserves to be widely known. [Last year, The 
Ukrainian Weekly devoted articles to two 
other admirable films dealing with common 
themes: “Crimea Unveiled” (April 10, 2015) 
and “Haytarma” (August 7, 2015).]

Writer/Director Christina Paschyn

A native of Parma, Ohio, writer/director 
Ms. Paschyn completed degrees at 
Northwestern University in Illinois and the 
Ben-Gurion University of the Negev in 
Israel. Since 2011, she has been lecturer of 
journalism in residence at Northwestern 
University in Doha, Qatar. Ms. Paschyn’s 
“Struggle for Home” was the Silver Award 
winner at the Spotlight Documentary Film 
Awards for 2015 and is an official selection 
for the Las Cruces International Film 
Festival in Las Cruces, New Mexico, (March 
2-6) and the DC Independent Film Festival 
in Washington (March 10). 

 “Struggle for Home” advocates persua-
sively for the long-suffering but always 
hopeful Crimean Tatars. It is all the more 
regrettable this documentary voiced sever-
al opinions that, at the least, seem like a 
poor choice of words, if not misleading. (In 
her Internet video, Ms. Paschyn states she 
purposely did not include Ukrainian histo-
rians in this film because they would “pro-

mote Ukrainian propaganda.”) 
In the first video interview, the elderly 

Crimean Tatar activist Ms. Consul morally 
equates Ukraine with Russia, saying both 
want and love Crimea, “but without the 
Tatars.” It might strike viewers as strange 
that Ms. Paschyn chose to begin her film 
with this extreme statement, which (while 
reflecting the position of Ms. Consul) would 
be most dubious as representative of 
Crimean Tatars. 

Secondly, historian Mr. Williams stated 
that the 1924-1928 Soviet period is one of 
the periods of their history which Crimean 
Tatars “relish” the most, concluding that the 
Tatars therefore “benefitted from 
Communist rule.” (Would one thus say 
Ukrainians “relish” and “benefitted from 
Communist rule”?) 

At the 2014 Harvard Ukrainian Research 
Institute (HURI) symposium “Crimea: 
Whose Homeland?”, Mr. Williams’ similar 
characterization of Crimean Tatar “nostal-
gia” for this Soviet time was refuted by Prof. 
Idil Izmirli, a Crimean Tatar, as representing 
only one viewpoint among others. She 
explained that even this brief period of rel-
ative freedom was part of the Soviets’ 
“divide and conquer” policy. 

In fact, Mustafa Dzhemilev himself 
asserted in a 2008 interview: “The Soviet 
authorities and the Communist regime 
began committing crimes against the 
Crimean Tatars from the time they got con-
trol of Crimea … the defeat of the elected 
body of Crimean Tatars (Kurultay)… the 
systematic killing of our intelligentsia.”

Finally, Ms. Paschyn’s narration remark-
ably  declared “thanks to  Nikita 
Khrushchev” for transferring Crimea “as a 
gift to Ukraine.” Her assertion repeats the 
widespread Russian mantra dismissing 
Ukrainian claims to Crimea and, as such, 
deserves to be addressed.

Crimea as a “gift” to Ukraine?

The cynical charade of a “gift,” presented 
on a whim, is often advanced along with 
Moscow’s claim that this transfer was a 
part of the 300th anniversary of the 1654 
Pereyaslav agreement. In fact, the official 
documentation contains no mention of “re-
unification” or of any “gift.” Pravda reported 
on its front page of February 27, 1954, that 
the Soviet Supreme Presidium’s reasons 
were the “integral character of the econo-
my, territorial proximity and close econom-
ic and cultural ties” between Crimea and 
Ukraine (90 percent of water sources come 
from Ukraine, as do electricity and gas). 

Furthermore, Crimea was hardly 
Khrushchev’s to “give.” According to HURI 
Associate Director Lubomyr Hajda, even as 

late as 1957 Khrushchev’s power was not 
consolidated, while 1954 was still barely 
months after Stalin’s death. And at that 
time, Crimea was pretty much a basket 
case, after the deportation and the cata-
strophic results of the USSR’s latest Five-
Year Plan.

Bohdan Lisovych, who was deputy U.N. 
representative and worked closely with 
Organization for Security and Cooperation 
in Europe, the U.S. State Department and 
the Crimean Mejlis in the first years of 
Ukraine’s independence, wrote to this 
author, describing how imperial Russia 
devastated Crimean forests to build its war-
ships. Tree roots had been trapping the 
scarce water on the peninsula for ages. 

The Crimean Tatars developed a system 
of small water reservoirs called “kaptazhs” 
(qapqans), later destroyed by the Soviets, 
who started growing water-intensive crops 
like wheat and potatoes, thus exacerbating 
the problem. (Historically, the Tatars culti-
vated apricots, cherries and grapes – low-
water crops more suited to the environ-
ment.) So, in addition to purging the indige-
nous population, the Soviets managed to 
destroy the Crimean environment. 

Ukraine, which still had not finished 
rebuilding its own Khreshchatyk area in 
post-war Kyiv, now found itself saddled 
with the peninsula’s many agricultural and 
economic problems. Yet, tens of thousands 
of Ukrainian volunteers went to work in 
Crimea with the result that, after just two 
years, electricity, irrigation and water avail-
ability, iron ore production, meat and vege-
table farming, wine production, etc., were 
all dramatically improved. In effect, Ukraine 
transformed and modernized Crimea, 
something the Russians were unable and 
unwilling to do. 

Significantly, during the same 2014 
HURI symposium, Mustafa Dzhemilev 
stressed that the Congress of Ukrainian 
Nationalists in Munich had declared that 
such a transfer could not be done before 
the native populations had first been reset-
tled and only with their consent. 

But the ultimate proof of the pudding 
that Crimea belongs to Ukraine is that the 
Crimean Tatars themselves say so.

In the Q&A following the film, Ms. 
Bakkali stressed that the real motivation 
for Russia’s bellicose expansion is the same 
rationale that Spanish conquistadores drew 
from papal edicts to conquer new territo-
ries and peoples. She said Mr. Putin’s 2014 
invasion was therefore a direct continua-
tion of Empress Catherine’s annexation of 
Crimea in 1783. Ms. Bakkali concluded her 
remarks with a ringing: “Ukraine is Crimea! 
Crimea is Ukraine!”

(Continued from page 10)

“A Struggle...”

Museum’s exhibit catalogue receives prestigious award
by Maria Rewakowicz

NEW YORK – Co-curators Myroslava M. 
Mudrak and Tetiana Rudenko received the 
2016 Alfred H. Barr Jr. Award for Smaller 
Museums, Libraries, Collections and 
Exhibitions for the catalogue “Staging the 
Ukrainian Avant-Garde of the 1910s and 
1920s,” which accompanied the exhibition 
of the same name organized by The 
Ukrainian Museum in New York in coopera-
tion with the Museum of Theater, Music 
and Cinema Arts of Ukraine in Kyiv. The 
exhibit had been shown at The Ukrainian 
Museum on February 15-October 4, 2015.

The Alfred H. Barr Jr. Award for museum 
scholarship was established in 1980 in 
honor of the founding director of the 
Museum of Modern Art and scholar of early 
20th century painting. This award is pre-
sented to the author or authors of an espe-
cially distinguished catalogue in the history 
of art, published in the English language 
under the auspices of a museum, library or 

collection. In 2009, the College Art 
Association (CAA) established a second 
Barr award for the authors of catalogues 
produced by smaller museums, libraries 
and collections with an annual operating 
budget of less than $10 million. 

The 2016 award covers catalogues pub-
lished between September 1, 2014, and 
August 31, 2015.

Prof. Mudrak accepted the juried award 
for herself and on behalf of Ms. Rudenko at 
a ceremony that took place during the con-
vocation at the 104th annual conference in 
Washington on February 3, that was led by 
DeWitt Godfrey, president of the CAA board 
of directors. Olha Ivanova, counselor for 
cultural affairs at the Embassy of Ukraine in 
the United States, attended the ceremony 
and participated in the award presentation. 

Prof. Mudrak thanked the association 
and members of the jury for the recogni-
tion and used the occasion to point out the 
larger implications of the award, especially 
drawing the public’s attention to the cur-

rent situation in Ukraine as it struggles to 
realign itself with Western values. 

“There are parallels to be drawn 
between the 1920s, as covered by our exhi-
bition, and the threat of regression faced by 
the current forces of politics. Then, an 
entire generation was lost to Stalin’s cleans-
ing; our exhibition, drawn from the largest 
collection of Ukrainian theater design in the 
world, sought to honor their unfettered 
artistic spirit,” she said.

 Prof. Mudrak thanked the staff and the 
board of The Ukrainian Museum, especially 
its director, Maria Shust, for their tireless 
efforts in producing quality exhibits. She 
also thanked Lidia Lykhach of Rodovid 
Press for her cooperation in the production 
of the catalogue. 

The jury consisting of David Dearinger, 
Boston Athenaeum, (chair); Kelly Baum, 
Princeton University Art Museum; Alison de 
Lima Green, The Museum of Fine Arts, 

(Continued on page 16)

Prof. Myroslava M. Mudrak with DeWitt 
Godfrey, president of the board of direc-

tors of the College Art Association.
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“Folkways and Fantasies”: An artist’s cultural and critical reckoning
by Andrew Horodysky

NEW YORK – An exhibition of 29 paint-
ings by scholar and artist Yohanan 
Petrovsky-Shtern, titled “Folkways and 
Fantasies,” opened on Saturday, February 
27, remaining on view through March 9. 
Employing deceptively simple Jewish folk, 
religious and cultural historical scenes as 
his foundation, Prof. Petrovsky-Shtern’s 
works chronicle and illustrate complex 
embodiments of real human celebration, 
drama, tragedy and survival. 

The exhibition is Prof. Petrovsky-Shtern’s 
first appearance with the Ukrainian Institute 
of America. Introduced by Walter Hoydysh, 
Ph.D., director of Art at the Institute and 
exhibition organizer, during the opening 
reception, the artist graced an audience of 
about 200 attendees with a vigorous and 
compelling introduction to his artworks.

The visual, social, historical and cultural 
cues in Prof. Petrovsky-Shtern’s serial paint-
ings set a stage in preparation for a 
demanding journey through an existential 
dreamland. Set within four distinct group-
ings – “Fairy Tales,” “Icons,” “Circus” and 
“Nightmares” – the paintings, adroitly dis-
played throughout the elegant and well-
appointed backdrop of  the Ukrainian 
Institute’s second floor, manifest a deep per-
sonal narrative, colorful and troubling, yet, 
fundamentally humanistic on every level.

In his fairy tale paintings, for example, 
bold, fantastic images – a folk motif-embel-
lished wolf in a village landscape, a green 
elephant surrounded by villagers, dispro-
portionately oversized insects – all appear 
straight from past village lore and the art-
ist’s conflicted unconscious. In “Carpathian 
Dream” (2009), an over-sized multi-hued 
bovine figure occupies the center of the 
globular composition, posing as the bedrock 
of the village family’s universe, a celestial 
host foundation. A source of subsistent 
nutrition, warmth and even joyous compan-
ionship, the restive cow is oblivious to the 
activities of its inhabitants. Is the family at 
leisure – mother coaxing her young son for 
a playful walk along the path encircling their 
thatch-roofed house, father dreaming after a 
long day’s work? Or, is mother desperately 
dragging son away from home, escaping the 
village from certain menace, as father fixes 
his ear to the ground, anxiously listening for 
approaching danger? These are the capri-
cious observations Prof. Petrovsky-Shtern 
demands of his witnesses. Colorful scenes of 
stasis and certain fancy quickly double for 
the ever-awareness of the fragile.

When asked where the historian’s aca-
demic discipline ends and the artist’s prac-
tice begins, Prof. Petrovsky-Shtern 
responded to his own proposed question, “I 
put on canvas what I cannot and do not 
want to say out loud in a classroom or put 

on paper. Some of my paintings convey the 
mythological idea of ‘always’; this is what 
always happens to the Jewish people. There 
are paradigms in history that repeat them-
selves, such as the events of 70 CE, 1492, 
1648 or 1942, that all show the highest 
level of anti-Jewish persecution and 
destruction of Jewish life. On the contrary, 
in my research I am working against this 
idea, debunking myths and showing how 
different are the events that the national 
memory claims similar.”

It is important to consider that at first 
glance, Prof. Petrovsky-Shtern’s paintings 
appear, to the uninitiated, innocent within a 
severely reduced formal and conceptual 
range that connects them more to outsider 
or naïve art, if not familiar shtetl represen-
tations of the past by the likes of Marc 
Chagall. In further series – “Circus” and 
“Nightmares” – of paintings, his still dimin-
ished palette is chosen deliberately and 
often with an acknowledged reference to 
Soviet avant-garde art of the post-revolu-
tionary era, using only red, black and white; 
what emerges is a cut-out aesthetic, lacking 
coordinated dimension. (The artist half-
jokingly declares that he doesn’t know how 
to use color!) There is also his emphasis on 
pure geometrics, a reductive device that 
recalls El Lissitzky, Alexander Rodchenko 
and Vladimir Tatlin, among other politi-
cized artists. These aesthetic conventions 
vehemently critique the leading realist tra-
ditions that came to the fore in the Soviet 
state under Joseph Stalin, aligning Prof. 
Petrovsky-Shtern’s output with the artist-
critics of that state. 

By keeping his color, form and narrative 
devices to a minimum, Prof. Petrovsky-

Shtern delivers an impactful graphical 
experience, affording the viewer a direct 
admittance to his pictorial and symbolic 
representations. To illustrate, “Exodus” 
(2012), a medium-sized canvas, portrays a 
Jewish family seated in a paper boat – not 
unlike the kind children construct for their 
enjoyment – on which is elegantly penned 
Hebrew text telling the story of Exodus. The 
boat, with the silhouetted figures, floats on 
a red violent sea, drafted as rhythmic talons 
gripping its captive occupants, all against 
an uncertain black background. Despite the 
sensitive affection the figures display 
toward each other, disaster is imminent.

Born in Kyiv, Prof. Petrovsky-Shtern grew 
up in a cultured and assimilated Jewish fam-
ily. His father, Myron Petrovsky, was a noted 
literary intellectual and scholar in Kyiv 
whose immediate circle of friends included 
accomplished artists and writers such as 
Andrii Biletsky, Leonid Plyushch, Yurii 
Shcherbak, Vadym Skurativsky, among oth-
ers. Prof. Petrovsky-Shtern remembers 
studying with such painters as Boris Lekar, 
Mikhail Turovsky and, most importantly, the 
realist painter and satirist David Miretsky, 
who agreed to take the young Yohanan on 
as a private student. Mr. Miretsky encour-
aged him to develop his talent for drawing 
and engraving, which he said suited the 
boy’s dynamic, graphic style.

But, Mr. Miretsky’s training was cut short. 
In 1972, terrorists murdered 11 members 
of the Israeli Olympic team in Munich. Mr. 
Miretsky went with a small group of Jewish 
mourners to commemorate the tragedy by 
placing flowers at Babyn Yar. “They went 
there because there was nowhere else to 
go,” Prof. Petrovsky-Shtern explains. “They 
were arrested for ‘hooliganism,’ just to scare 
them with a warning. After that event, the 
person to whom I was a disciple lost his job, 
packed up and left. The only person I want-
ed to study with was no longer there.”

While Mr. Miretsky left for New York, Mr. 
Petrovsky-Shtern lost not only his personal 
instructor, but, also his model of how to be 
a successful Jewish artist in the then Soviet 
Ukraine. 

By 1979, as most of his father’s artist 
friends had emigrated for the United States, 
Mr. Petrovsky-Shtern decided to pursue an 
academic career, first studying Judaism, then 
turning to Latin American studies. He stud-
ied Spanish and earned a doctorate in com-
parative literature from the University of 
Moscow, and eventually became a professor 
at the Taras Shevchenko National University 
of Kyiv. In the meantime, he studied the 
works of Andrei Rublev, an icon painter, and 
Maria Prymachenko, a Ukrainian folk artist 
famous for her brightly colored painting of 

animals, nature and village life. He drew 
from their works to create a large fresco that 
depicted Jesus Christ as a Kozak with a saber 
and Mary as a villager carrying a bucket, 
enveloped by a pantheon of former artist 
acquaintances and teachers.

The dynamics of – and observed conflict 
between – Prof. Petrovsky-Shtern’s ethnic 
identity and political critique are centered 
in both the simplicity and complexity of his 
creative choices. His paintings personify 
fragile survivors who represent the strug-
gle and strength of the Jewish experience, 
and, more widely, the vulnerability of 
humanity. “Folkways and Fantasies” exhib-
its and challenges many of the sheer viscer-
al themes related to human nature and 
existence, the challenges and decisions 
faced by unique individuals and as a soci-
ety, and, the way choices are forced upon 
them for response and action, or inaction, 
the tensions between hope and despair.

Prof. Petrovsky-Shtern currently serves 
as the Crown Family Professor of Jewish 
Studies at Northwestern University in 
Chicago. He is the recipient of the 2008 
Northwestern University Distinguished 
Teaching Award, the 2011 American 
Association of Ukrainian Studies Book 
Award and the 2014 National Jewish Book 
Award in History. In addition to numerous 
published articles and essays, Prof. 
Petrovsky-Shtern authored such scholarly 
books as “Jews in the Russian Army, 1827-
1917: Drafted into Modernity”  (2009), “The 
Anti-Imperial Choice: The Making of the 
Ukrainian Jew” (2009) and “The Golden Age 
Shtetl: A New History of Jewish Life in East 
Europe” (2014). Past exhibitions of Prof. 
Petrovsky-Shtern’s paintings were held at 
the Ukrainian institute of Modern Art 
(Chicago), Spertus Institute for Jewish 
Learning and Leadership (Chicago) and The 
Ukrainian Museum (New York). 

Celebrating its 61st year, Art at the 
Institute is the visual arts programming 
division of the Ukrainian Institute of 
America. Since its establishment in 1955, 
Art at the Institute has organized projects 
and exhibitions with the aim of providing 
post-war and contemporary Ukrainian art-
ists a platform for their creative output, pre-
senting it to the broader public on New 
York’s Museum Mile. These heritage proj-
ects have included numerous exhibitions of 
traditional and contemporary art, and topi-
cal stagings that have become well-received 
landmark events.

The next exhibition organized by Art at the 
Institute will be a presentation of new paint-
ings by Kyivan artist Petro Bevza, titled 
“Jordan,” opening March 18. For further infor-
mation, visit www.ukrainianinstitute.org.

Yohanan Petrovsky-Shtern (left), with Olena Sidlovych, executive director of the 
Ukrainian Institute of America, and Walter Hoydysh, director of Art at the Institute. 

Pavlo Terekhov

Yohanan Petrovsky-Shtern, “Carpathian Dream” (2009, acrylic 
on canvas, 24 by 24 inches). 

Yohanan Petrovsky-Shtern, “Exodus” (2012, acrylic on canvas, 
36 by 36 inches).
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by Karina Tarnawsky

NEW YORK – The first days of March 
annually focus on contemporary art, as 
dozens of art fairs and art aficionados from 
all corners of the world descend on New 
York. After an exhausting run through piers 
and galleries to stay current with the 
trends and ever-evolving culture, it was a 
welcome treat to find myself immersed in a 
totally different era and to step back in 
time.

“Musical Grammar in 17th Century 
Cracow and Kyiv,” performed by the ensem-
ble Origo (from the Latin word meaning 
“lineage” or “origin”), directed by the musi-
cologist and conductor Eric Rice, offered 
the audience at the Ukrainian Institute of 
America a mesmerizing journey through 
the early music of Eastern Europe. 

The concert, part of the acclaimed Music 
at the Institute (MATI) series, took place at 
the majestic Fletcher-Sinclair mansion and 
drew a full house of music lovers on March 
5 to hear a group praised by The New York 
Times as “a fine, flexible ensemble.”

The aim of the program was to show-
case the pollination of new musical styles 
originating in Western Europe, mainly in 
Italy and Germany, in the lands to the east – 
Poland and Ukraine. The historical context 
and background of the emergence of this 
beautiful music was explained in the pre-
concert lecture by Mr. Rice. The richly illus-
trated talk demonstrated how the music 
crossed the borders and found roots in the 
new soil.

The concert was divided into five parts: 
music of German transplants in Poland, 
Polish sacred music, the madrigal in 
Poland, Italianate and German sacred 
music, all of which led up to the grand fina-
le, taking up about half of the program – 
Ukrainian sacred music exemplified by, 
Mykola Dyletsky’s Divine Liturgy.

Dyletsky (ca.1650-1690) is considered 
one of the most important figures in early 
Ukrainian music, as a composer, music the-
orist and author of the first book on musi-
cal theory in Eastern Europe, “Musical 
Grammar.” He is known for having intro-
duced into Eastern musical tradition the 
practice of polyphony, which was already 
well established in the West. That style was 
picked up and developed further in their 
concerti by the great trio of 18th century 
Ukrainian composers Maksym Berezovsky, 
Dmytro Bortniansky and Artem Vedel. 

The public was enthralled by the mas-
tery of the flawless performance – the clari-
ty of the voices, the perfectly executed har-
mony and exceptional diction by all singers 
of the difficult phonetics of Polish and 
Ukrainian. 

Concerts such as this always leave one 
with a desire to hear more. Fortunately, the 
next MATI concert, “Preludes, Serenades 

and More,” on April 2 will feature a combi-
nation of works by Ukrainian and interna-
tional composers: Mykola Suk, Johann 
S t a m i t z ,  A n t o n i o  V iva l d i ,  Fe l i x 
Mendelssohn and Ivan Karabits. The con-

cert will be performed by the University of 
Connecticut Chamber Orchestra under the 
direction of Harvey Felder with Rebecca 
Patterson, cello, Solomiya Ivakhiv, violin 
and Melvin Chen, piano.

For more information about the forth-
coming concert and other programs, read-
ers may visit www.ukrainianinstitute.org 
and join the conversation with the institute 
on social media platforms.

The ensemble Origo, with Eric Rice conducting.
Yurij Dobriansky

A journey back in time: Early music at the UIA

be only too happy to normalize relations 
with Moscow as soon as possible, and it 
views cooperation with Ukraine only 
through the prism of relations with Russia 
and the West, argued the newspaper 
(Zerkalo Nedeli, March 11). The skepticism 
over Ukrainian-Turkish relations will be 
dispelled only if specific achievements fol-
low the ambitious declarations.

The article above is reprinted from 
Eurasia Daily Monitor with permission from 
its publisher, the Jamestown Foundation, 
www.jamestown.org.

(Continued from page 3)

Ukraine, Turkey...
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did not explain why Ukraine would have to 
wait so long, his speech was aimed at reas-
suring Dutch voters that this year’s free-
trade agreement between Ukraine and the 
EU was not a first step toward quickly join-
ing the European Union. Despite his predic-
tion, the EU has been paving the way for 

visa-free travel to the bloc for Ukrainian cit-
izens while providing Kyiv with a generous 
$40 billion bailout along with the United 
States and the International Monetary 
Fund to help it maintain economic stability 
amid a war with Russia-backed separatists. 
NATO also sent a reassuring message to 
Ukraine last year by holding military exer-
cises there in a show of force against 
Russia, which has repeatedly denounced 
the alliance’s eastern expansion as a threat 

to its national security. But Mr. Juncker’s 
comments suggest that Ukraine’s ambition 
to join Europe, frequently expressed by 
leaders in Kyiv, will not be fulfilled anytime 
soon. (RFE/RL, based on reporting by DPA 
and 112 International TV)  

EU stands firm against Russia 

BRUSSELS – Foreign affairs ministers of 
the European Union have unanimously 
agreed on “five guiding principles” of the 
bloc’s policy toward Russia. EU foreign poli-
cy chief Federica Mogherini spoke on 
March 14 after a meeting with the 28 min-
isters. First, Russia must fully respect and 
implement the Minsk ceasefire agreement 
signed in February 2015, while Brussels 
will not recognize Moscow’s ”illegal” 
annexation of Crimea in March 2014, she 
said. Other principles include strengthen-
ing EU relations “with our Eastern partners 
and other neighbors, in particular in 
Central Asia,” and EU resilience in areas 
such as energy. Ms. Mogherini said minis-
ters also recognized the need for “selective 
engagement with Russia on foreign policy 
issues,” such as the Syria conflict and coun-
terterrorism. The fifth principle is the “will-
ingness to support more and more the 
Russian civil society,” she added. (RFE/RL)

Kyiv: separatists use Grad launchers 

KYIV – Kyiv has accused separatists of 
using large-caliber weapons despite a 
ceasefire in eastern Ukraine that required 
both sides to pull back those arms. 
Ukraine’s military released footage on 
March 3 purportedly showing Russia-
backed fighters firing Grad multiple-rocket 
launchers against government army posi-
tions outside the separatist stronghold of 
Donetsk. It said the Grad attack came along 
with more than 60 ceasefire violations 
along the front line. Meanwhile, the sepa-
ratists accused government forces of shell-
ing Donetsk suburbs, killing one fighter, 
burning down a house, and damaging oth-
ers. (RFE/RL, based on reporting by AFP 
and AP)

SBU on Russian forces in Donbas

 KYIV – More than 1,600 Russian sol-
diers from 26 Russian military units were 
killed during the armed conflict in Donbas, 
and the number of Russian “volunteers” is 
at least twice as large, it was reported on 
March 15. Oleksandr Tkachuk, chief of staff 
to the head of the Security Service of 
Ukraine (SBU) said at a briefing at the 
Ukraine Crisis Media Center that this is 
only the confirmed data; the true figure is 
much higher. He added that currently 6,000 
Russian military personnel and about 
40,000 militants are fighting in the Donbas. 
“We appeal to all the mothers, wives and 
children of those [Russian military person-
nel] who fight in the Donbas: do all in your 
power so that your people come back 
home alive as soon as possible. The con-
scious civil society in Russia should cooper-
ate with Ukrainian activists to end this con-
flict in the shortest possible time,” said Mr. 
Tkachuk. (Ukraine Crisis Media Center)

U.N.: Civilians still suffer in Ukraine

UNITED NATIONS – The United Nations 
said on March 3 that the war between 
Ukrainian government forces and Russia- 
backed separatists in eastern Ukraine is 
continuing to “significantly affect” civilians 
– despite a reduction of fighting under a 
ceasefire deal. U.N. human rights chief Zeid 
Ra’ad Al-Hussein said on March 3 that full 
implementation of the Minsk accord was 
crucial “for resolving the human rights cri-
sis in Ukraine.” In an updated toll, the 
United Nations said at least 9,160 people 
have been killed and 21,000 injured since 
the conflict began in 2014. The updated 
casualty figures include civilians, Ukrainian 

government troops, and armed fighters. 
(RFE/RL, with reporting by AFP)  

Kyiv retracts ombudsman’s appointment

KYIV – Ukraine’s government has 
retracted the recent appointment of Adrian 
Bukovynsky to the post of family ombuds-
man after activists complained he is biased 
against homosexuals. Mr. Bukovynsky’s 
appointment to the post had been 
announced on February 24. But the 
Ukrainian government ’s  website 
announced on March 8 that Prime Minister 
Arseniy Yatsenyuk was reopening a search 
to fill the post. The website said Mr. 
Bukovynsky was never confirmed as the 
government’s family ombudsman because 
he failed to pass a background check. Mr. 
Bukovynsky’s nomination sparked harsh 
criticism from gay rights activists in 
Ukraine who compiled material from 2013 
showing he had publicly expressed “homo-
phobic” views. Those statements included 
calls to defend “traditional values,” as well 
as condemnation of laws protecting the 
rights of gays in the European Union and 
the United States. Mr. Bukovynsky also 
publicly defended legislation in Russia ban-
ning what lawmakers there have deemed 
as “gay propaganda.” He had said he would 
endorse a similar law in Ukraine. (RFE/RL, 
with reporting by khpg.org)

U.S. reacts to Russia’s ban of NDI

WASHINGTON – John Kirby, assistant 
secretary of state, and department spokes-
person, on March 10 made a statement to 
the press about Russia’s ban on the activity 
of the National Democratic Institute. The 
statement reads: “We are deeply troubled 
by the Russian Government’s decision to 
designate the National Democratic Institute 
(NDI) as a so-called ‘undesirable’ foreign 
organization. We reject the notion that NDI 
and other international civil society organi-
zations are a threat to Russia. NDI promotes 
openness and accountability in government, 
principles Russia should seek to embrace, 
not exclude or muzzle. By restricting the 
work of civil society in Russia, the so-called 
‘undesirables’ law encroaches on the right 
of all Russians to freedom of association. We 
again call on the government of Russia to 
uphold its international obligations and 
commitments to promote and protect 
human rights and fundamental freedoms 
and to cease restrictions on the work of civil 
society organizations in Russia.” NDI is a 
non-profit, non-partisan, non-governmental 
organization that has supported democratic 
institutions and practices in every region of 
the world for more than three decades. (U.S. 
Department of State)

Pinchuk joins Atlantic Council board 

KYIV – Ukrainian businessman and phi-
lanthropist Victor Pinchuk has joined the 
International Advisory Board of the 
Atlantic Council. He is the first Ukrainian 
invited to the International Advisory Board 
of this leading U.S. think-tank. “The Atlantic 
Council advocates among global leaders for 
a free, democratic and successful Ukraine,” 
said Mr. Pinchuk. “I am honored to join its 
International Advisory Board. I have 
worked for over 10 years to connect 
Ukraine to the world and empower change 
makers for Ukraine. Today, this is more 
important than ever. The Atlantic Council is 
a great partner for this.” Fred Kempe, presi-
dent and CEO of the Atlantic Council, said: 
“The Atlantic Council is both delighted and 
honored to welcome Victor Pinchuk to its 
International Advisory Board. An epitome 
of a businessman and philanthropist, Victor 
embodies the Atlantic Council’s mission of 
‘Working Together to Secure the Future.’ 
His effort promoting Ukraine’s partnership 
with the European Union is matched by his 
unwavering commitment to promoting 
human rights in Ukraine.” (Press Office of 
Victor Pinchuk)

(Continued from page 2)
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Run your advertisement here, 
in The Ukrainian Weekly’s CLASSIFIEDS section.

PROFESSIONALS

TO PLACE YOUR AD CALL WALTER HONCHARYk (973) 292-9800 x3040
or e-mail adukr@optonline.net

SERVICES

OPPORTUNITIES

Earn Extra incomE!
The Ukrainian Weekly is looking 

for advertising sales agents.
For additional information contact  

Walter Honcharyk, Advertising Manager,  
The Ukrainian Weekly, 973-292-9800, ext 3040.
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DEATH ANNOUNCEMENTS
Death announcements should be sent to the Advertising Department by 

e-mail to adukr@optonline.net or by fax to 973-644-9510.
Deadline: Tuesday noon before the newspaper’s date of issue.

For further information call 973-292-9800, ext. 3040.

In recent weeks, the government has 
been roiled by resignations of several 
reformist ministers, including Economy 
Minister Aivaras Abromavicius, who has 
accused a well-connected Poroshenko ally 
of trying to install his supporters as the 
heads of important state-run industries.

In addition, Western officials pushed for 
months for the resignation of Procurator 
General Viktor Shokin, who was accused of 
being incapable of reforming his office, 
seen as one of the country’s most corrupt. 
Mr. Shokin stepped down in February on 
the same day that Ukraine’s Parliament 
narrowly defeated a no-confidence vote in 
Mr. Yatsenyuk’s government.

The International Monetary Fund (IMF) 
has warned that the latest installment of its 
$40 billion aid program, which has been 
instrumental in stabilizing Ukraine’s ane-
mic economy, could be held up unless 
changes are made.

“Every week that Ukraine drifts inter-
nally, that reform is stalled, IMF and inter-
national support goes undisbursed, and 
those in and outside the country who pre-

ferred the old Ukraine grow more confi-
dent,” Ms. Nuland said on March 15. “We 
need to see the next stage in ‘de-oligarch-
ing’ the economy.”

Ms. Nuland cited some small economic 
successes in Ukraine over the past year, 
including a stabilized currency, growth in 
wheat exports, and the fact that the country 
managed to avoid using Russian natural gas 
this winter for the first time – something 
she called “pretty miraculous.”

Russia has traditionally been able to use 
its gas supplies as leverage against Kyiv, but 
Ukraine managed to draw on European 
sources in the past year.

Despite her criticisms, the assistant sec-
retary of state gave an upbeat assessment of 
Ukraine’s ability to move forward with 
reforms. “We continue to believe that 2016 
can and should be the year that Ukraine 
breaks free from the unholy alliance of dirty 
money and dirty politics that has ripped off 
Ukrainians for far too long,” she said.  

Copyright 2016, RFE/RL Inc. Reprinted 
with the permission of Radio Free Europe/
Radio Liberty, 1201 Connecticut Ave. NW, 
Washington DC 20036; www.rferl.org (see 
http://www.rferl.org/content/ukraine-
nuland-oligarchs-corruption/27615366.
html).

(Continued from page 1)

Nuland testifies...

helping our brothers and sisters in Ukraine 
build a stronger, brighter future.”

Dr. Levis said, “Thank you, President 
Poroshenko, for this great honor. I draw 
strength from and am inspired by the 
patients I have treated, along with my 
Ukrainian counterparts at the Military 
Hospital. I gratefully accept this award on 
behalf of the wider Canadian community 
and we stand united with Ukrainians who 
want a better future.”

Ms. Waler echoed her colleagues’ words. 
“I am very grateful and humbled by this 
honor. I accept this award on behalf of all 
the volunteers for our four medical mis-
sions, without whom, our missions would 

not have been a success,” she said. “I am 
also grateful to all my Ukrainian counter-
parts who worked tirelessly to help us 
make our medical missions a reality.”

Ms. Waler also thanked “the Embassy of 
Canada in Ukraine, and specifically 
Ambassador Roman Waschuk, for their 
never-ending support.”

The Canada-Ukraine Foundation’s third 
Medical Mission was featured on a CTV 
documentary “Helping Hands” that aired in 
January. The program also highlighted the 
plight of 11-year-old Mykola Nizhikovsky, 
who lost both legs and his arm when he 
and his brother came upon an undetonated 
grenade. Mykola was the first pediatric 
patient the doctors saw. He is now in 
Montreal for additional treatment of his 
injuries. (More information about Mykola is 
available at www.HelpMykola.com.)

Funding for the first two medical mis-
sions came largely from the United for 
Ukraine fund-raiser that took place in 
September 2014. The event was attended 
by Wayne Gretzky and sponsored by 
Eugene Melnyk, Canadian Tire, Molson 
Coors Canada, the Temerty Family, the 
Ihnatowycz Family, Bell Canada, The Globe 
and Mail, The National Post, the Jacyk 
Foundation, the Ukrainian Credit Union, 
Buduchnist Credit Union, Caravan Logistics, 

Yarcia Huculak and family, CIBC, Manulife 
and Community Trust Credit Union.

The Canada-Ukraine Foundation was 
established by the Ukrainian Canadian 
Congress to coordinate, develop, organize 
and deliver assistance projects generated 
by Canadians and directed to Ukraine. It is a 
registered charitable foundation. Donations 
for its medical missions and other projects 
may be made at http://www.cufoundation.
ca.

by Anna Shamanska 
RFE/RL

Ukrainian journalist Maria Varfolome-
yeva spent 419 days in Russia-backed sepa-
ratists’ captivity in eastern Ukraine, where 
the 30-year-old woman was accused of spy-
ing.

On March 3, the separatists exchanged 
her for two people – a Russian citizen who 
was fighting for the separatists and whom 
Ukraine had sentenced to 11 years in pris-
on, and Luhansk local Oksana Lytovchenko, 
whom Ukraine accused of helping the sepa-
ratists.

Three days after Ms. Varfolomeyeva’s 
release, Ukrainian news portal Levy Bereg 
spoke to the journalist in her hospital room 
in Kyiv about her detention and captivity, 
which began more than a year ago.

Members of the Russia-backed separatist 
group that calls itself the “Luhansk People’s 
Republic” detained her outside of a residen-
tial building, which another journalist asked 
Ms. Varfolomeyeva to photograph. Thinking 
there was no danger, Ms. Varfolomeyeva 
said she took photos of the house and tried 
to confirm its address with the people who 
emerged from the building.

“They looked at me completely 
stunned... ‘Come with us,’ they said... They 
were wearing civilian clothes, but inside 
there were people with assault rifles... 
Turns out it was pretty much [the Luhansk 
separatists’] general staff headquarters,” 

Ms. Varfolomeyeva said in the interview.
Yuriy Aseyev, the journalist who pur-

portedly asked her to take photos, claimed 
Ms. Varfolomeyeva knew well what the 
assignment was and the dangers it entailed. 
Mr. Aseyev allegedly told her not to risk her 
life for this.

“I watched the video of Maria’s interro-
gation released by [the separatists] and 
understood that she did exactly the oppo-
site [from what I had told her],” Mr. Aseyev 
said in an interview with Ukraine’s Fakty 
newspaper.

Ms. Varfolomeyeva claimed that Mr. 
Aseyev was lying. “He came to the exchange 
[of prisoners], but I couldn’t look him in the 
eye,” she said. “I still can’t understand how 
one could have done so.”

After detaining and questioning Ms. 
Varfolomeyeva, the separatists found a 
photo of the woman wearing the radical 
organization Pravyi Sektor’s kerchief and 
showing off a business card in its signature 
red and black colors. Besides looking 
through her social networks, the separat-
ists also searched her house and took 
everything, she said, “even a tent.”

Ms. Varfolomeyeva said that at first they 
assured her that she would soon be let go. 
Later, however, the separatists’ so-called 
interior minister said on TV that they had 
detained a dangerous criminal – in refer-
ence to Ms. Varfolomeyeva.

“It was like a zoo that doesn’t have an 
elephant because it can’t afford one, but 

there is a pony with fake ears and trunk. 
The unsophisticated public will eat it up,” 
the journalist said. “‘Look, she has the 
Pravyi Sektor symbols. It means she isn’t 
just a member, but a coordinator.’“

During 419 days of captivity, the 
Luhansk separatists reportedly moved Ms. 
Varfolomeyeva frequently from one build-
ing to another, from one cellar to the next. 
“All the basements in [separatist-controlled 
parts of Luhansk] are mine, I’ve been 
everywhere,” she said.

At the beginning of her captivity, Ms. 
Varfolomeyeva was often interrogated, she 
said. Separatists wanted her to give up 
passwords and safe houses. “I didn’t know 
anything at all. I told them, ‘I could make 
them up, if you want, I could confess to 
murdering Kennedy,’” she said.

The separatists used psychological pres-
sure, but Ms. Varfolomeyeva didn’t mention 
any physical torture. “They would put a gun 
to my head, to my knee, these huge men, 
and would start shouting that they will crip-
ple me. They didn’t shoot. But the threats 
with the gun were very realistic,” she said.

In time, however, she said, their attitudes 
toward her changed significantly. “When one 
exchange fell through, then the other, they 
told me: ‘Don’t worry, everything will be 
alright. Hang on.’ They couldn’t find the right 
words, but they tried, surprisingly,” she said.

The separatists would tell  Ms. 
Varfolomeyeva that she had “resort condi-
tions” in her captivity. “As if, when you don’t 

get beaten up, that’s a resort,” she said.
Many of her cellmates, however, weren’t 

so lucky.
Fighters from the group’s security arm 

claimed not to beat people up, Ms. 
Varfolomeyeva said. “But those who left for 
interrogations would come back with bro-
ken ribs, hematomas. The halls were just 
‘very slippery; people fell,’ ” she said she 
was told.

The separatists tortured some captives 
by attaching generators to their ears, Ms. 
Varfolomeyeva said. “They call it ‘phoning 
[U.S. President Barack] Obama.’”

Ms. Varfolomeyeva is reportedly recov-
ering in the capital, Kyiv. In the Bereg inter-
view, she said she was unsure about what 
to do next.

But the same day the conversation was 
published, Ms. Varfolomeyeva was said to 
have been offered a job at one of the biggest 
Ukrainian TV channels, 1+1. The anchor of 
the evening news made the announcement 
on air. “We are proud to call our colleague a 
person who wasn’t broken by militants’ cel-
lars, who betrayed neither her principles 
nor her country in the ordeal.”

Copyright 2016, RFE/RL Inc. Reprinted 
with the permission of Radio Free Europe/
Radio Liberty, 1201 Connecticut Ave. NW, 
Washington DC 20036; www.rferl.org (see 
http://www.rferl.org/content/ukraine-jour-
nalist-talks-419-days-separatist-captivi-
ty/27595944.html).

(Continued from page 1)

Three Canadians...

Ukrainian journalist details her 419 days in separatist captivity

We are deeply saddened to announce 
the sudden passing of our beloved 
husband, father, and grandfather

Wolodymyr Hetmansky
on January 7, 2016

Funeral services were held at Christ the King Ukrainian Catholic 
Church, Boston MA, followed by interment services at St Joseph’s 
Cemetery, West Roxbury MA

Remaining in sorrow:
wife  – Julia
daughter  – Catherine 
son  – Bohdan and wife Vanessa
grandchildren – Andrea, Catherine, and Julia

May his memory be eternal
In his memory, a donation may be made to the Zaporizhian Battalion at:

Zaporizhkyi Battalion
c/o United Ukrainian American Relief Committee

1206 Cottman Avenue
Philadelphia, PA 19111
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Literary-musical event celebrates poetry as the “music of the soul”
by Myrosia Stefaniuk

WARREN, Mich. – One of mankind’s fin-
est accomplishments is poetry. No one can 
explain why poems charm, encourage, 
inspire, as well as soothe, heal and express 
the deepest human emotions. Poetry’s 
magical power remains a mystery. For our 
Detroit poets “Poetry is music of the soul.”

These were the opening words at the lit-
erary-musical event “Poetry – Music of the 
Soul” presented by the publication 
Detroitski Novyny and the Ukrainian 
Cultural Club on Sunday, February 7, at the 
Ukrainian Cultural Center in Warren, Mich. 

The current editor of Detroitski Novyny, 
Jaroslav Berezowsky, greeted the listeners, 
acknowledged the dedication of the publi-
cation’s founders and editors, and present-
ed a token of appreciation to his predeces-
sor, Lubomyr Lypeckyj. 

Then, in a hall packed to capacity, the 
audience was introduced to original works 
by nine featured poets who represented all 
waves and generations of Ukrainian immi-
gration to Detroit. The staged café-like set-
ting set the mood as mistress of ceremo-
nies Olya Foroshivka introduced each 
group of poems by theme: memories of 
childhood, life’s journey through joys and 
sorrows, love, family, homeland, and the 
search for wisdom, spirituality and God. 

Ukrainian poems were penned by Nina 
Wasylkevych, Natalia Shmoron, Iryna 
Zhuravel, Daria Rychtycka and Vera Krywa. 
Authors and readers of poetry in English 
were Ksenia Rychtycka, Nina Orlovskaya, 
Myrosia Stefaniuk and Katrina Chestuch. 

Music embellished the spoken word. In a 
lyrical scenario prepared by Natalia 
Shmoron, readings were interwoven with 
apropos musical interludes. Works of 
Ukrainian and other composers were per-
formed by Solomiya Svytka and Andrij 
Shturko on piano, and the piano-violin duo 
of Tanya Sepell and Natalya Chestuch-
Weiss; songs were performed by the 
Vyshyvanka vocal ensemble directed by 
Iryna Svytka and accompanied by Halyna 
Yalovenko. 

Long after the program concluded, the 
audience lingered over refreshments. The 
animated discussions and reflections were 
testimony that a poem is not a thing we see, 
but rather a light by which we may see, and 
what we see is life in all of its facets and 
nuances (as noted by an anonymous 
observer). Or to paraphrase the words of 
poet Maya Angelou, those who attended 
the event may forget much of what was 
said, but they will not forget how it made 
them feel. 

 COMMUNITY CHRONICLE

Poets (standing, from left) Myrosia Stefaniuk, Irina Zhuravel, Ksenia Rychtycka, 
Nina Wasylkevych, Katrina Chestuch, Nina Orlovska and Natalia Shmoron with the 

editor of Detroitski Novyny, Jaroslav Berezowsky (seated).

Houston; Peter Sturman, University of 
California, Santa Barbara; and Thayer Tolles, 
The Metropolitan Museum of Art; cited the 
pioneering qualities of research presented 
in the catalogue and underscored its revela-
tory significance, as it brought to light an 
understudied and often overlooked chapter 
of European Modernism. 

The jury also pointed out that one of the 
achievements of the contributors’ scholar-
ship on the Ukrainian avant-garde of the 
first decades of the 20th century is that it 
makes clear that “these artists, filmmakers, 
dancers, scenographers, theater directors 
and costume designers deserve to be con-
sidered alongside their better known coun-
terparts in the Paris and the Russian avant-
gardes. ‘Staging the Ukrainian Avant-Garde 
of the 1910s and 1920s’ stands as a model 
of the rich insights to be gained from inter-
disciplinary, cross media investigations 
that are grounded in the study of primary 
documents and concrete social history.”

Ms. Mudrak is professor emerita, 
Department of History of Art at The Ohio 
State University. She has curated many exhi-
bitions and authored a number of books, the 
most recent one being the catalogue of The 
Ukrainian Museum’s exhibition “Borys 
Kosarev. Modernist Kharkiv 1915-1931” 
(Rodovid Press, 2011). She studies 
Modernism in Eastern Europe and the for-
mer Soviet Union in relation to philosophi-
cal and stylistic developments of the West. 

Ms. Rudenko is chief collections manag-
er of the Museum of Theater, Music and 
Cinema Arts of Ukraine in Kyiv. Among her 
other publications is a co-authored book 
on Anatol Petrytsky titled “Anatol 
Petrytskyi. Teatralni Stroyi ta Dekoratsiyi zi 
Zbirky Muzeyu Teatralnoho, Muzychnoho 
ta Kinomystetstva Ukrainy” (2012). 

(Continued from page 11)

Museum’s...
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The “ Petrykivka” style of 
painting is a remarkable 
artistic phenomena of 
Ukrainian culture and a 
characteristic feature of 
Ukrainian decorative folk art. 
Besides great popularity in 
Ukraine, Petrykivka gained 
worldwide recognition in 
2013, as it was included 
in the Representative List 
of the Intangible Cultural 
Heritage of Humanity by 
UNESCO.

The Ukrainian National Association
will sponsor a 

by artist Natalia Lyubytska

Friday, April 8, 2016, at 7pm
At the Ukrainian American Cultural Center of NJ

60C N. Jefferson Rd. Whippany, NJ 07981

in support of the Arts, Culture and Education (ACE) Committee of the UACCNJ

Petrykivka Workshop

Enjoy five courses of small plates tastefully paired with wine  
served during the workshop.

Donation: $30 towards the Arts, Cultural and 
Educational events at UACCNJ

Pre-registration is required  
because seating is limited 

To register please call  
the Ukrainian National Association  
888-538-2833

Menu
First Course  
“Goi Cuon” pan-asian rolls 
with shrimp and pork  
with peanut dipping sauce

Second Course  
Roasted vegetable terrine 
with a pesto sauce

Third Course 
Shredded short rib  
on a polenta cake

Fourth Course 
Poached salmon pinwheel 
with dill sauce

Fifth course  
Tiramisu

ГОЛОВНИЙ ЕКЗЕКУТИВНИЙ КОМІТЕТ 
УКРАЇНСЬКОГО НАРОДНОГО СОЮЗУ,

РЕДАКЦІЇ „СВОБОДИ“ i ТHE UKRAINIAN WEEKLY 
та УПРАВА СОЮЗІВКИ

– с к л а д а ю т ь –
ЧЛЕНАМ ГОЛОВНОГО УРЯДУ, ГОЛОВАМ ОКРУГ, 

СЕКРЕТАРЯМ ВІДДІЛІВ  та ЇХНІМ УПРАВАМ,
ВСІМ НАШИМ ЧЛЕНАМ, ПЕРЕДПЛАТНИКАМ, 

ЧИТАЧАМ і ГОСТЯМ СОЮЗІВКИ
найкращі побажання

ВЕСЕЛИХ СВЯТ ВОСКРЕСІННЯ ХРИСТОВОГО
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Радісних Свят
Воскресіння  Христового

родині, приятелям, знайомим,
головному урядові УНСоюзу,
працівникам, управам округ 

та відділів

щиро бажають

Стефан і Святослава Качараї
з родиною

РАДІСНИХ СВЯТ 
ВОСКРЕСІННЯ ХРИСТОВОГО 

родині, приятелям і знайомим, 
Головному Урядові УНСоюзу, Головам Округ

 і Секретарям Відділів та їхнім управам

щиро бажає 

 ХРИСТИНА КОЗАК 
      з родиною

Радісних Свят

ВОСКРЕСІННЯ  ХРИСТОВОГО   

бажаю

родині, приятелям,
        членам Головного Уряду,
   як також працівникам

Українського Народного Союзу
та видавництва „Свобода“ 

   і The Ukrainian Weekly.

УЛЯНА ДЯЧУК

ХРИСТОС ВОСКРЕС!

З радісним Святом

Воскресіння Христового 
сердечно вітаємо 

Рідних, Приятелів і Знайомих.

НЕОНІЛЯ СОХАН 
і син ТАРАС

Щирі Вітання
з нагоди свят

Воскресіння Христового 
родині, приятелям і пацієнтам 

засилають

д-р Петро Ленчур
і 

д-р Рута Чолган-Ленчур
з родиною

ХРИСТОС ВОСКРЕС! To all my family and friends,

Happy Easter
Andrew Gavdanovich with family

Wishing a Happy Easter 
To Members of the General Assembly, District Committee 
Chairpersons, Branch Secretaries, UNA members, 
their members and friends and to all Ukrainians 
in the Diaspora and Ukraine.

Michael Koziupa 
and family
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Greetings and Best Wishes
for a Blessed Easter
Христос Воскрес!

Yaroslaw i Karen CHELAK

Moye Handling 
Systems, Inc

39 Rt 206 Box 785
 Somerville, NJ 08876

908/526-5010 
f 908/707-1686

www.hoistdepot.com

Best wishes 
to my family and friends.
May your life be blessed 
with joy and prosperity.

Happy Easter!
Mary J. Kramarenko

Веселих Свят
Воскресіння Христового

родині, приятелям
 і знайомим

бажають

д-р Юрій і Христя Демидович,
д-р Леся Демидович

д-р  МАРТА  ЛОПАТИНСЬКА
вітає

Родину, Приятелів і Пацієнтів

із Світлим Празником

Воскресіння Христового
Eyecare MD of New Jersey
261 James St., Suite 2D
Morristown, NJ 07960
(973) 984-3937

  З радісним Святом

ХРИСТОВОГО ВОСКРЕСІННЯ

сердечно вітаю 

друзів, приятелів і всю 
українську громаду

та бажаю

жити в здоров’ї, радості та любові
з надією на краще майбутнє України.

МИРОСЛАВА 
МИРОШНИЧЕНКО
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We wish all Ukrainians 
throughout the world

A Most Joyous Easter Season!
 

Best wishes to our members and the o�  cers of
our branches, as well as to the leadership of the

Lemko Research Foundation (LRF) and the
World Federation of Ukrainian Lemko Associations (SFULO)!

 

Christ is Risen!    Indeed He is Risen!

The National Board of
The Organization for the Defense of 

Lemkivshchyna (OOL) 

We would also like to invite everyone to the
XVI Lemko Vatra

to be held

June 25–26, 2016
at Oselia CYM in Ellenville, NY

www.lemko-ool.com

 ХРИСТОС ВОСКРЕС!

        Радісних  Свят

    ВОСКРЕСІННЯ  ХРИСТОВОГО

    РОДИНІ, ПРИЯТЕЛЯМ
   І ВСІМ ЧЛЕНАМ УАКРади

    бажають

НАТАЛКА та ІГОР ҐАВДЯКИ
    з родиною

Happy Easter 
to our 

Family and Friends

Christ is Risen! Indeed He is Risen!

Zirka and Myroslaw 
Smorodsky

CHRIST IS RІSEN!   TRULY HE IS RISEN!

Wishing a Happy Easter 
to all our family and friends

the Puzyk Family 
- Bohdan, Bohdana 

and Alexander

Радісних Свят
Воскресіння Христового

Родині, Приятелям і Знайомим

бажають

АННА і СТЕФАН МАКУХИ

ВЕСЕЛИХ СВЯТ 
ВОСКРЕСІННЯ ХРИСТОВОГО

РОДИНІ, ПРИЯТЕЛЯМ і ЗНАЙОМИМ

бажають

ЛЮБА і ЯРОСЛАВ ФЕДУНИ з родиною

СЛАВА УКРАЇНІ - ГЕРОЯМ СЛАВА!
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During this glorious time of the Resurrection of our Lord

� e Ukrainian Congress Committee of America
would like to extend its warmest greetings for a Happy 
and Blessed Easter to � e Hierarchies of the Ukrainian 

Churches, the Leadership of the Ukrainian World Congress, 
the Executive Boards of our member organizations, 

the boards and members of our UCCA branches and 
Ukrainians throughout the world

Christ Is Risen! Indeed He Is Risen!

We ask that the Lord grant our brothers and sisters in Ukraine 
the strength to stand united against those who would compromise 
Ukraine’s freedom and territorial integrity, and to provide them 

with the fortitude to continue their struggle for the right to realize 
their aspirations to live in a democratic and European country.

З нагоди

СВІТЛОГО ПРАЗНИКА
ВОСКРЕСІННЯ ХРИСТОВОГО

щиро вітаємо

СВОЇХ ЧЛЕНІВ, УКРАЇНСЬКУ ГРОМАДУ, а зокрема
НАЧАЛЬНОГО ПЛАСТУНА, ПЛАСТОВІ ПРОВОДИ,

УПРАВУ ПЛАСТ-ПРИЯТУ, ВСІХ ФУНДАТОРІВ,
ДОБРОДІЇВ та ЖЕРТВОДАВЦІВ

ХРИСТОС ВОСКРЕС!
ВОІСТИНУ ВОСКРЕС!

ДИРЕКЦІЯ ПЛАСТОВОЇ
ФУНДАЦІЇ В НЮ-ЙОРКУ

УКРАЇНСЬКИЙ ІНСТИТУТ 
АМЕРИКИ

вітає щирим

ХРИСТОС ВОСКРЕС!

ВСЕЧЕСНЕ ДУХОВЕНСТВО

УКРАЇНСЬКИХ ЦЕРКОВ,

УПРАВИ ТА ЧЛЕНСТВО ВСІХ 

УКРАЇНСЬКИХ ОРГАНІЗАЦІЙ

І ВСІХ СВОЇХ ЧЛЕНІВ, ПРИЯТЕЛІВ

ТА ЛАСКАВИХ ЖЕРТВОДАВЦІВ.

2 East 79th Sreet, New York, NY 10075
www.ukrainianinstitute.org

ШКІЛЬНА РАДА при УККА
бажає

всій українській громаді

ВЕСЕЛИХ СВЯТ
ХРИСТОВОГО ВОСКРЕСІННЯ

Просимо не забувати про потреби 
українського шкільництва.

ХРИСТОС ВОСКРЕС!

СТАНИЧНА СТАРШИНА
ПЛАСТОВОЇ СТАНИЦІ
В НЮ-ЙОРКУ

бажає

УКРАЇНСЬКІЙ ГРОМАДІ, ПЛАСТОВІЙ ФУНДАЦІЇ,
СВОЇМ ЖЕРТВОДАВЦЯМ ТА УСІМ ПЛАСТУНАМ 
І ПРИЯТЕЛЯМ ПЛАСТУ

РАДІСНОГО СВЯТА
ВОСКРЕСІННЯ
ХРИСТОВОГО
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З нагоди 
Христового Воскресіння 

Екзекутива та Рада Директорів
Злученого Українського Американського 

Допомогового Комітету

шле щирий привіт і святочні побажання Ієрархам 
і духовенству Українських Церков, нашим добродіям 

і жертводавцям, членам ЗУАДК-у і всім нашим 
братам і сестрам по цілому світі.

 Нехай Всемогучий Господь обдарує всіх щедрими ласками.

Христос Воскрес!    Воістину Воскрес!

Екзекутива ЗУАДК-у

United Ukrainian American Relief Committee, Inc.
1206 Cottman Ave,  Philadelphia, PA 19111

Tel.  215-728-1630  •   Fax.  215-728-1631
e-mail:  uuarc@verizon.net   •   web site:  www.uuarc.org

Український Хор  „Думка“
в Ню-Йорку

бажає

Веселих Свят Воскресіння Христового
дорогому членству та українській громаді, 

і при цій нагоді складає щиру подяку 
за довголітню підтримку і співпрацю.

ХРИСТОС ВОСКРЕС!

НАУКОВЕ ТОВАРИСТВО ім. ШЕВЧЕНКА в АМЕРИЦІ

            вітає зі святом

ХРИСТОВОГО ВОСКРЕСІННЯ
та бажає

своїм членам і всій українській громаді Північної Америки,      
  України і світу духовного скріплення і Божих благ.

НТШ-А щиро вдячне громаді за досьогоднішню підтримку 
         наших видавничих та інших наукових проєктів на 

терені Америки й України.

Greetings and best wishes 
for a healthy and blessed Easter 
from the o�  cers and governors 

of the 
Ukrainian American

Bar Association.

Вітання та найкращі побажання 
благословенного Великодня
 засилає управа
Асоціації Українських 
Правників Америки

Щирі побажання радісних і щасливих свят
Воскресіння Христового!

 Вже понад 56 роки...
 немає музики без...
 (973) 736-5609

L I K E
The Ukrainian Weekly

on Facebook!
https://www.facebook.com/TheUkrainianWeekly

   вітаємо
весь український народ в Україні і діяспорі, 

всіх наших членів та прихильників

               і бажаємо

   В Е С Е Л И Х  С В Я Т

Хри ст о с Во скр ес!
УКРАЇНСЬКА АМЕРИКАНСЬКА 

КООРДИНАЦІЙНА РАДА
142 Second Avenue, New York, NY 10003
Tel.: (212) 505-1765   •   Fax: (212) 475-8161

З Воскресінням ХристовимКРАЙОВА УПРАВА 
СПІЛКИ УКРАЇНСЬКОЇ МОЛОДІ 

В АМЕРИЦІ

ХРИСТОС ВОСКРЕС!  ВОІСТИНУ ВОСКРЕС!

За Крайову Управу СУМ:
 Юрій Микитин         Мирон Приймак

Голова                          Секретар

 б а ж а є  

Ієрархам Українських Церков, Світовій Управі СУМ, 
всім Управам Осередків та Булавам Відділів Юнацтва СУМ, 
членам і прихильникам та Українському Народові в Україні 

і в діяспорі мирних і радісних Великодніх Свят.
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Michigan
Ukrainian Selfreliance Michigan
Federal Credit Union
26791 Ryan Road
Warren, MI 48091
T: 877. POLTAVA
Branch o�  ces:
Hamtramck, MI
Dearborn Heights, MI
www.usmfcu.org
Michigan
Ukrainian Future Credit Union
26495 Ryan Road
Warren, MI 48091
T: 586.757.1980
Branch o�  ces:
Hamtramck, MI
West Bloom� eld, MI
Dearborn Heights, MI
www.ukrfutcu.org

New Jersey
Self Reliance (NJ)
Federal Credit Union
851 Allwood Road
Cli� on, NJ 07012
T: 888.BANK.UKE
Branch o�  ce:
Botany Village; Cli� on, NJ
www.bankuke.com

Pennsylvania – New Jersey
Ukrainian Selfreliance
Federal Credit Union
1729 Cottman Avenue
Philadelphia, PA 19111
T: 888.POLTAVA
Branch o�  ces:
Jenkintown, PA
Philadelphia, PA; Trenton, NJ
www.ukrfcu.com

Pennsylvania
Ukrainian Selfreliance
of Western Pennsylvania
Federal Credit Unon
95 South Seventh Street
Pittsburgh, PA 15203
T: 412.481.1865
www.samopomich.com

Connecticut-Massachusetts
Ukrainian Selfreliance New England
Federal Credit Union
21 Silas Deane Highway
Wethers� eld, CT 06109
T: 800.405.4714
Branch o�  ces:
West� eld, MA; New Britain, CT
www.usnefcu.com

Illinois – New Jersey
Selfreliance Ukrainian American
Federal Credit Union
2332 West Chicago Ave.
Chicago, IL 60622
T: 888.222.UKR1
Branch o�  ces:
Newark, NJ; Jersey City, NJ;
Whippany, NJ; 
Palatine, IL; Bloomingdale, IL;
Chicago, IL
www.selfreliance.com

Maryland
Selfreliance Baltimore
Federal Credit Union
2345 Eastern Avenue
Baltimore, MD 21224
T: 410.327.9841
selfrelbaltfcu@aol.com

New York
Self Reliance (NY)
Federal Credit Union
108 Second Avenue
New York, NY 10003
T: 888.SELFREL
Branch o�  ces:
Kerhonkson, NY; Uniondale, NY;
Astoria, NY; Lindenhurst, NY
www.selfrelianceny.org

New York – Connecticut
SUMA (Yonkers)
Federal Credit Union
125 Corporate Blvd.
Yonkers, NY 10701
T: 888.644.SUMA
Branch o�  ces:
Spring Valley, NY; Stamford, CT;
New Haven, CT; Yonkers, NY
www.sumafcu.org

New York – New Jersey
Ukrainian National
Federal Credit Union
215 Second Avenue
New York, NY 10003
T: 866.859.5848
Branch o�  ces:
South Bound Brook, NJ
Brooklyn, NY; Perth Amboy, NJ
www.ukrnatfcu.org

New York – California
Massachusetts – Ohio – 
Oregon – Washington
Ukrainian Federal Credit Union
824 Ridge Road East
Rochester, NY 14621
T: 877.968.7828
Branch o�  ces:
Bu� alo, NY; Amherst, NY; 
Cohoes, NY;  Syracuse, NY; 
Webster, NY; Westwood, MA; 
Parma, OH; Portland, OR; 
Citrus Heights, CA; 
Federal Way, WA; Vancouver, WA
www.rufcu.org

Ohio
Cleveland Selfreliance
Federal Credit Union
6108 State Road
Parma, OH 44134
T: 440.884.9111
Branch o�  ces:
North Canton, OH; Lorain, OH
www.clevelandselfreliance.com 

ЦЕНТРАЛЯ УКРАЇНСЬКИХ КООПЕРАТИВ АМЕРИКИ (ЦУКА)
UKRAINIAN NATIONAL CREDIT UNION ASSOCIATION

2315 W. Chicago Ave.,  Chicago, Illinois 60622  •  Tel. 773 489-0050  •  www.uncua.com

Christ is Risen!           He Truly has Risen!
Wishing a Blessed Easter to the leadership, employees and all the members of Ukrainian credit 
unions. May the risen Christ fill your heart with joy, bring you hope and bless you with peace.

ВЕСЕЛИХ СВЯТ
ВОСКРЕСІННЯ ХРИСТОВОГО
бажають своїм членам, жертводавцям, 
землякам в Україні і поза Україною

УПРАВА ТА АДМІНІСТРАЦІЯ 
УКРАЇНСЬКОГО МУЗЕЮ

The Ukrainian Museum
222 East 6th Street, New York, NY 10003
Tel. 212-228-0110   Fax: 212-228-1947
E-mail: info@ukrainianmuseum.org
Web site: www.ukrainianmuseum.org

732-928-3792;    ztc@earthlink.net

Christ is Rіsen!   Truly He is Risen!

Wishing a Happy Easter
to all our 

family, friends and clients.

Христос Воскрес!
Веселих Свят Воскресіння Христового

Професорам і Студентам УВУ Меценатам, Добродіям і Жертводавцям 
на Фундацію Українського Вільного Університету, 

Духовенству Українських Церков, Установам, Молодечим і Студентським 
Організаціям та всьому Українському Народові у Вільній Україні і на чужині

б ажа є
Управа Фундації

Українського Вільного Університету
Ukrainian Free University Foundation, Inc.

136 Second Avenue, New York, NY 10003
Tel.: 212-353-3029
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Р А Д І С Н И Х  С В Я Т
Х Р И С Т О В О Г О  В О С К Р Е С І Н Н Я

РОДИНІ, ПРИЯТЕЛЯМ І КЛІЄНТАМ

        бажають
МАРІЙКА і МИКОЛА ДРОБЕНКО

       з дітьми 
власники «АРКИ»

89 E. 2nd Street (near 1st Ave.)
New York, NY 10009
Tel.: (212) 473-3550

Ukrainian American 
Cultural Center of New Jersey

60 North Je� erson Road, Whippany, NJ 07981

wishes

Happy Easter
to all its members, guests, patrons 

and the entire Ukrainian community.

Christ is Risen! Indeed He is Risen!

        ФЕДЕРАЛЬНА КРЕДИТОВА 
      КООПЕРАТИВА „САМОПОМІЧ“
     у Клівленді, Огайо 

   з нагоди

СВІТЛОГО ХРИСТОВОГО ВОСКРЕСІННЯ
в і т а є

Український народ у вільній Україні, Ієрархів і Духовенство 
Українських Церков, Проводи українських організацій в Україні 
та в діяспорі, Українську світову Кооперативну Раду та Централю 
Українських Кооператив Америки, всіх своїх членів та все україн-
ське громадянство.

БАЖАЄМО ВЕСЕЛИХ СВЯТ

ХРИСТОС ВОСКРЕС!
Дирекція, Комітети й Працівники

C S F C U

For 60 years we have treated our guests to the most delicious 
traditional Ukrainian cuisine. If you cannot visit Ukraine, 
visit us in New York’s East Village, sample our dishes, and 

enjoy the past and present of our neighborhood. 

We are awaiting you!
Traditional Ukrainian dishes 

in the center of the East Village

Veselka Restaurant
Wishes all its patrons

a Very Happy Easter

Veselka Restaurant
144 2nd Avenue, New York, NY 10003
212-228-9682 F 212-505-6950
www.veselka.com

twitter         @veselkanyc
instagram   #veselkanyc
facebook     /veselkanyc
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ФЕДЕРАЛЬНА КРЕДИТОВА КООПЕРАТИВА СУМА 
в ЙОНКЕРСІ, Н.Й.

разом зі своїми філіями 
вітає

всіх своїх шановних членів, приятелів та 
українську громаду в Йонкерсі, Н. Й., Спрінґ Валі, Н. Й., 

Стемфорді, Кoн., Ню-Гейвені, Кон. та околицях
з радісним святом

ХРИСТОВОГО ВОСКРЕСІННЯ!

Бажаємо усім доброго здоров’я, миру і спокою,
успіхів у житті та праці на добро українського народу.

ХРИСТОС ВОСКРЕС!   ВОІСТИНУ ВОСКРЕС!
Члени Дирекції, комісії та працівники 

Федеральної Кредитової Кооперативи СУМА

SUMA (YONKERS) FEDERAL CREDIT UNION
125 Corporate Blvd, Yonkers, NY 10701

1-800-644-SUMA • 914-220-4900
memberservice@sumafcu.org

Щирі побажання

ВЕСЕЛИХ 
І ЩАСЛИВИХ СВЯТ

ВОСКРЕСІННЯ ХРИСТОВОГО!

ЮЛІЯН і МАРІЯ
БАЧИНСЬКІ

власники

EAST VILLAGE MEAT MARKET, INC.
139 SECOND AVENUE (bet. 8 & 9 Streets)

NEW YORK CITY 
Tel.: (212) 228-5590

2200 Route 10 West, Suite 109, Parsippany, NJ 07054

Tel.: 973 538-3888 • Fax: 973 538-3899
Будьмо ближче до України!

Веселих 
та 

Щасливих Свят
Воскресіння Христового

РОДИНІ, ДРУЗЯМ і ВСІЙ УКРАЇНСЬКІЙ ГРОМАДІ

щиро бажає

МИХАЙЛО СТАЩИШИН
з родиною

International Trade, LTD
e-mail: roxolanaltd@roxolana.com

web:www.roxolana.com

власник фірми
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НАТАЛІЯ ЛАЗІРКО, син ОЛЕГ з дружиною ГАНУСЕЮ,
донечкою ХРИСТИНОЮ і сином АНДРІЙКОМ,

дочка НАТАЛКА з донею ІВАНКОЮ

OLYMPIC COMMUNITY MARKET
122 40th Street, Irvington, NJ

Tel.: (973) 375-3181 • oleh@comcast.net

Радісних свят
Воскресіння Христового

Рідним, Приятелям і Клієнтам

щиро бажають

ЩИР О СЕРДЕЧНІ ПОБАЖАННЯ

РА ДІСНИХ СВЯТ
ХРИСТОВОГО ВОСКРЕСІННЯ

для української громади
з а с и л а є

DNIPRO LLC
Тел.: 908 241-2190       888 336-4776

Х Р И С Т О С  В О С К Р Е С !

ВЕСЕЛИХ СВЯТ
ВОСКРЕСІННЯ ХРИСТОВОГО

 –  б а ж а є – 

Українській громаді

ЛИТВИН i ЛИТВИН
УКРАЇНСЬКЕ ПОХОРОННЕ ЗАВЕДЕННЯ

  Theodore M. Lytwyn, Manager
 License #3212

 UNION FUNERAL HOME
1600 Styuvesant Ave. (corner of Stanley Terr.)

Union, NJ 07083 • Tel.: 908-964-4222
 www.unionfuneralhome.com

ВЕСЕЛИХ СВЯТ
ВОСКРЕСІННЯ ХРИСТОВОГО

вельмишановним клієнтам, друзям та знайомим
– бажає –

родина Козіцьких
власники

DUNWOODIE TRAVEL BUREAU
125 Corporate Blvd., Ste 300, Yonkers, NY 10701

Tel.: 914-969-4200
e-mail: alesia@dunwoodietravel.com
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Violinist Solomiya Ivakhiv releases unique CD of Classical Ukrainian works
by Myron Melnyk

NEW HAVEN, Conn. – “I wanted to share 
Ukrainian music but with a different view. 
Most Ukrainian music of the 20th century 
is recorded by artists with a ‘Soviet bias,’ 
gravitating to heaviness with a ‘large 
expansive approach.’ Taking into account 
that I was born in Soviet Ukraine, per-
formed concerts throughout a modern 
independent Ukraine, and was educated in 
America, I wanted to treat each composer 
personally and uniquely. All composers 
speak the same language – music, but each 
has a distinct dialect, an individual voice.”

These are the words of concert violinist 
Solomiya Ivakhiv about her new recording 
that was released internationally in 
February.

Last summer Dr. Ivakhiv, assistant pro-
fessor of violin and viola and head of 
strings at the University of Connecticut, and 
her colleague, Juilliard-trained pianist 
Angelina Gadeliya, began recording pieces 
by eight Ukrainian composers whose 
works span the period 1919-2014 for a CD 
titled “Ukraine: Journey to Freedom, A 
Century of Classical Music for Violin and 
Piano.” The work chronicles various styles 
of 20th and 21st century classical music, 
from post-modern to neo-folklorist, by 
composers who emerged and thrived pro-
fessionally, despite the obstacles they faced 
in composing their music in Soviet Ukraine.

Dr. Ivakhiv explained: “For me this was 
deeply personal as well as professional. I 
wanted to expose the journey of the fea-
tured Ukrainian composers, and offer them 
the opportunity to ‘speak’ in a way that 
wasn’t possible for them before. In so doing 
I wanted to raise awareness of Ukrainian 
music culture.”

Each of the composers on the album, 
which largely comprises previously unre-
corded pieces, faced many obstacles in try-
ing to maintain his artistic voice during 
times of harsh Soviet oppression. Forced to 
compose music that glorified the govern-
ment above all, the artists featured in Dr. 
Ivakhiv’s recordings were denied the free-
dom to openly express their creative identi-
ties and clashed with government officials 
as a result. 

One such composer, Borys Liatoshynsky, 
the father of Ukrainian symphonic music, 
paid a considerable price for following his 
own artistic vision rather than adhering to 
government restrictions imposed on com-
posers in his time. Liatoshynsky was 
excluded from the Composers’ Union of the 
USSR and blacklisted from all concerts and 
radio programs. He wrote that he was 
“dead as a composer” for using his own 
characteristic musical style. 

It is exactly this sort of silencing of artis-
tic expression that Dr. Ivakhiv’s album aims 
to correct.

In addition to Liatoshynsky, the CD fea-
tures the work of his students: Valentyn 
Silvestrov, arguably the most famous living 
Ukrainian composer, Yevhen Stankovych 
and Ivan Karabits. Also featured promi-
nently are the works of Viktor Kosenko and 

Myroslav Skoryk, as well as those of young-
er voices, Oleksandr Shchetynsky and 
Bohdan Kryvopust. 

Another unique aspect of the CD is that 
several of the pieces recorded are the result 
of close personal collaborations between 
Dr. Ivakhiv and living Ukrainian composers. 
For example, the Ukrainian Institute of 
America (UIA), under the leadership of its 
president, Dr. Daniel Swistel, commissioned 
a work by Yevhen Stankovych to commem-
orate the silver anniversary of the Music at 
the Institute (MATI) concert series, of 
which Dr. Ivakhiv is the artistic director. 
That is how “Angel’s Touch” made its way to 
Weill Recital Carnegie Hall, where it pre-
miered in November 2013. Through her 
efforts and those of the composer, Lauren 
Keiser LLC published the work and the 
piece is now available through the largest 
sheet music distributor in North America, 
Hal Leonard. The piece is now widely avail-
able in music libraries throughout the U.S. 

Another work premiered by Dr. Ivakhiv 
is young composer Bohdan Kryvopust’s 
“Capriccio,” first performed at Kyiv’s 
Composers’ Union Hall with the Kyiv 
Camerata. Oleksandr Shchetynsky’s mas-
terpiece “An Episode in the Life of a Poet” 
premiered in Merkin Hall at the Kaufman 
Center in New York City in a concert by Dr. 
Ivakhiv and Dr. Gadeliya in December 2014 
as part of the Taras Shevchenko bicentenni-
al celebration. 

Highly sought after as a chamber musi-
cian, Dr. Ivakhiv has quickly earned a repu-
tation for performing with “distinctive 
charm and subtle profundity” (Daily 
Freeman, New York) and a “crystal clear 
and noble sound” (Culture and Life, 
Ukraine). She frequently collaborates with 
such renowned artists as Gary Graffman, 
Roberto Díaz, Steven Isserlis, Philip Setzer, 
Gilbert Kalish, Orli Shaham and Eugene 
Drucker, and has been featured at many 
national and international chamber music 
festivals including Tanglewood, The 
Embassy Series in Washington, Emerson 
Quartet Festival, Nevada Chamber Music 
Festival, the Newport Music Festival 
(Rhode Island), Ottawa ChamberFest 
(Canada), Prussia Cove (England), Musique 
de Chambre à Giverny (France), and 
Verbier Festival and Kammermusik 
Bodensee (Switzerland). Her performances 
are often broadcast on National Public 
Radio, Voice of America radio, Ukrainian 
National Radio and Television, and Chinese 
Hunan Television. Since 2010, she has been 
artistic director of the MATI series in New 
York City, where she is also a frequent per-
former.

Dr. Gadeliya, her piano accompanist, cur-
rently holds a faculty position at the 
University of Colorado in Colorado Springs. 
Having studied at Juilliard she, like Dr. 
Ivakhiv, holds a doctorate from Stony Brook 
University and has appeared as soloist with 
numerous orchestras and festivals includ-
ing Tanglewood, Aspen, Banff, Philadelphia 
Chamber Music Society and the Emerson 
String Quartet’s Beethoven Project. She has 
premiered many works and has performed 

at Carnegie Hall, in Germany and Abu 
Dhabi, at Princeton and the Trinity Wall 
Street series. She and Dr. Ivakhiv, who 
joined forces in 2006, have played to criti-
cal acclaim in venues across the United 
States 

The duo’s new CD was produced by 
Judith Sherman, who recorded it at the 
Academy of Arts and Letters in New York. 
In February Ms. Sherman received her fifth 
Grammy Award for Best Producer of the 
Year.

The Ukrainian Academy of Arts and 
Sciences in the U.S (UVAN), headed by its 
President, Dr. Albert Kipa, co-produced the 
CD, which was published by Labor Records. 
Naxos of America distributed “Ukraine – 
Journey to Freedom” to over 9,000 librar-
ies, and the album is currently in the top six 
classical music albums on iTunes. It can 
also be purchased on Amazon. A promo 
video shot at the Ukrainian Institute of 
America in New York City can be found on 
YouTube (https://www.youtube.com/watc
h?v=3gl5Jw5Tiwk&feature=youtu.be).

Initial funding for the CD was obtained 
from a Dean’s Grant through the School of 
Fine Arts at the University of Connecticut. 
“Creative scholarship such as this project 
significantly enriches the entire research 
enterprise at the University of Connecticut,” 
noted UConn Vice-President for Research 
Dr. Jeff Seemann. “We’re thrilled to have the 
opportunity to support such outstanding 
artistic projects that benefit the community 
both within and beyond UConn.”

Additional financial support was provid-
ed by individual donors, Self Reliance New 
York Federal Credit Union, Ukrainian 

Community Foundation of Philadelphia 
(UCFP), Ukrainian Self Reliance New 
England Credit Union, Ukrainian National 
Federal Credit Union and the Rochester 
Ukrainian Federal Credit Union. 

Composer Prof. Virko Baley wrote the 
liner notes accompanying the CD. Lew 
Rakowsky designed the CD packaging, 
using the painting “Taking Flight” by Lviv 
artist Solomiya Kohut, and photographs by 
Stephanie Brauer. 

Moving forward

“I have a number of performances 
scheduled on campus and many of them 
include music of Ukrainian composers,” Dr. 
Ivakhiv stated enthusiastically. “On March 
21 I will be joining with the artistic director 
of music performance at Columbia 
University, Polish-born pianist Magdalena 
Stern-Baczewska, in a recital at the world 
famous Jorgensen Center on the UConn 
campus. I am excited to play Beethoven’s 
‘Kreutzer’ Sonata, Bartók’s ‘Romanian 
Dances,’ Franck’s Sonata in A Major and 
Ivan Karabits’s ‘Musician’ from my recent 
CD.”

(For concert information readers may 
visit : http://jorgensen.uconn.edu/events/
view.php?id=489.) 

Dr. Baczewska has enjoyed a multi-facet-
ed career as a pianist, harpsichordist, edu-
cator, recording artist, producer and 
administrator. A laureate of international 
piano competitions, she recently toured 
Europe performing Bach’s “Goldberg 
Variations” on the piano and the harpsi-
chord. Her best-selling album, “Music for 
Dreams” was conceived with BlueSleep, a 
medical team specialized in research and 
treatment of sleep disorders. Dr. Baczewska 
has given piano master classes in China, 
Mongolia, Europe and the United States. 

On April 1 the University of Connecticut 
Chamber Orchestra, professor of conduct-
ing Harvey Felder, professor of cello 
Rebecca Patterson, pianist Melvin Chen 
from Yale and Dr. Ivakhiv will present a 
benefit concert for the Benton Museum at 
UConn. The event is being planned with 
Benton’s director, Nancy Stula, and 
Philadelphia-based artist Katia Setzer, who 
will showcase her works. The concert will 
be repeated the following day as part of the 
MATI program at the UIA and will feature 
the music of Mendelssohn, Dvořák, Stamitz 
and Ivan Karabits. 

In the fall, Dr. Ivakhiv will solo with the 
University of Connecticut Wind Ensemble 
and present a concerto by Kyiv-based com-
poser Oleh Bezborodko in Storrs. 

 “Besides bringing Ukrainian music to 
Connecticut, I will be taking American 
music to Ukraine,” Dr. Ivakhiv added. On 
June 19, she will be featured with the Kyiv 
Camerata at Lysenko Colonnaded Hall and 
will premiere in Ukraine “American 
Rhapsody” by Kenneth Fuchs, who is a pro-
fessor of composition at the University of 
Connecticut. “I am very excited about this 
opportunity to bridge two cultures and 
share the music that each country has to 
offer,”  Dr. Ivakhiv said.

Violinist Solomiya Ivakhiv
Stephanie Brauer 

taught the ignorant. No one person can give 
what they do not have, thus each one of us 
must know Christ personally. We need to 
know Him personally so that we can go out 
and proclaim Him to every person we 
encounter. 

Today is our time of joy and renewed 
evangelical spirit to proclaim the Good 

News of the risen Christ to others. Our par-
ish communities should become places to 
encounter the living Christ! This is what 
Christ is inviting us to do! This is the day 
that Lord has made, let us exalt and rejoice 
in it. This is the calling to each of us, so we 
may bring this joy of encountering the risen 
Christ to others. Will we be able to share 
this personal encounter with the risen 
Christ with our families, our friends and 
people we encounter in our daily lives? Let 
us experience this Easter morning joy and 

let us radiate this joy in our lives. Let the 
Mercy of Christ shine in our lives and deeds! 

Our fervent prayer is that our 
Resurrected and Living Lord may bestow 
His peace and grace upon you and your 
loved ones, upon all our brothers and sis-
ters scattered throughout the world!

Christ is Risen! Indeed He is Risen!
+Stefan Soroka 

Archbishop of Philadelphia for Ukrainians 
Metropolitan of Ukrainian Catholics in the 

United States

+Richard Seminack 
Eparch of St. Nicholas in Chicago

+Paul Chomnycky, OSBM 
Eparch of Stamford

+ Bohdan J. Danylo (author) 
Eparch of St. Josaphat in Parma

+John Bura 
Auxiliary Bishop of Philadelphia

Easter 2016

(Continued from page 6)

Easter...
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In keeping with our tradition, 
The Ukrainian Weekly will publish a 

special section devoted to the Ukrainian 
community’s debutantes.

The Ukrainian Weekly will publish a 
special section devoted to the Ukrainian 

Please e-mail materials to: staff@ukrweekly.com

The deadline for submission of all 
materials – stories and photos (with 

captions and photo credits) – is 
March 24.

a t t E n t i o n ,
Debutante Ball organizers!

The 2016 debutante ball 
section will be published  on April 3. 

ПЛЕМ'Я ПЛАСТУНОК  „ПЕРШІ СТЕЖІ“
влаштовує

„ДЕННИЙ ТАБІР ПТАШАТ ПРИ ПЛАСТІ“
        для дітей від 4 до 6 років, які володіють 

(розуміють і розмовляють) українською мовою

• Дитині мусить виповнитися 4 роки до 31 серпня 2016 р. Винятків немає. 
• Дитина мусить мати всі приписані щеплення.
• Дитина, яка склала Заяву Вступу до новацтва, не може брати участи в таборaх для Пташат.

 Табір відбудеться на Союзівці  у двох групах:
• від неділі, 19 червня, до суботи, 25 червня 2016 р.
• від неділі, 26 червня, до суботи, 2 липня 2016 р.

У справі кімнат просимо порозуміватися безпосередньо з Адміністрацією Союзівки:
SOYUZIVKA, P. O. Box 529, 216 Foordmore Road, Kerhonkson, NY 12446

                         (845) 626-5641;  www. Soyuzivka.com;  Fax: 845-626-4638

• Tаборова оплата: $140.00 ($20.00 незворотні); оплата за два тижні 270.00 дол.
• Зголошення і таборову оплату (чек, виписаний на Plast – Pershi Stezhi) надсилати до: 

 Mrs. Oresta Fedyniak, 2626 W. Walton Ave., Chicago, IL 60622
                       Tel.: 773 486-0394 (від 8:00 до 10:00 ранку)

• Реченець зголошень: 16 травня 2016 р.  •  Після реченця зголошень не приймаємо.
• Лікарську посвідку НЕ пересилати з анкетою зголошення. Просимо передати при       
   реєстрації.

КАРТА ЗГОЛОШЕННЯ НА ТАБІР ПТАШАТ-2016
Ім’я і прізвище дитини ....................................................................................................................

                        по-українськи і по-англійськи

Дата народження ...............................................................................................................................
Адреса ....................................................................................................................................................
Телефон .................................................... E-mail ..............................................................................

     Просимо залучити посвідку дати народження дитини, яку вперше вписуєтe на табір
     ☐ від 19 червня до 25 червня 2016 р.  ☐ від 26 червня до 2 липня 2016 р.
     Розмір таборової сорочинки дитини: ☐ 6-8,  ☐10-12,    ☐14-16.
     ☐ Залучую чек на суму $..............           ☐ Резервую кімнату на Союзівці

................................................................................................................................................................
ім’я і прізвище матері (подати дівоче прізвище)

Завваги ................................................................................................................................................
................................................................................................................................................................
................................................................................................................................................................
 ...............................................................................................................Підпис батька або матері

somebody rings the bell and says, ‘no, 
you’ve got one more lap that you have to 
run.’”  And my message to you is to be confi-
dent that if you do that, if you stick to the 
path of reform, the United States, your other 
international partners in the G-7 will stand 
with you, because we want to see Ukraine 
succeed.  We, the United States, have a pow-
erful interest in Ukraine’s long-term suc-
cess.  As Vice-President [Joe] Biden has said, 
you can’t have a Europe whole, free and at 
peace unless Ukraine is whole, and free, and 
at peace.  So we are committed to assisting 
you in this effort, but the hard work has to 
be done by Ukrainians.  More than anybody 
else, it needs to be done by the people in 
this room – by the new generation who are 
coming into politics, people who have no 
experience with Ukraine’s terrible Soviet 
history, who come out of a European tradi-
tion, and who are committed to building in 
this society the same kind of democratic, 
rule-of-law institutions that have brought 
prosperity to so much of the rest of Europe. 

...  In this process of consolidating reform 
in 2016, I think one of the key benchmarks 

will be the work that’s being done on consti-
tutional reform and decentralization, which 
has become very political and very contro-
versial in the Rada.  But as a practical mat-
ter, when I talk to Ukrainians and especially 
when I travel to cities – whether it’s Lviv, or 
Vinnytsia, or Dnipropetrovsk, or Kharkiv – 
you talk to local people and they have an 
instinctive interest in decentralization.  
They say yes, we should be able to make our 
own choices, whether it’s on police, or edu-
cation, or road maintenance, or all the other 
things that are part of running a city or a 
community.  So I think one of the tasks for 
this year is to consolidate this process of 
decentralization, to build capacity.

I don’t worry about the ability of the 
administrations in Kyiv or Lviv or Vinnytsia 
to manage the responsibilities and the 
resources that come with decentralization, 
but what about Sloviansk?  What about 
small cities in Zakarpatska [Oblast]?  That’s 
where the real challenge is going to be 
faced.  In that regard, the United States has 
been a strong partner.  Our USAID is com-
mitted to working with municipalities to 
help them execute these responsibilities.  
But these are all important parts of deliver-
ing governance, and it comes back to that 
fundamental principle that I started with.  
To build a Ukrainian government that exists 
not to enrich one family, that exists not to 
protect particular oligarchic clans, but that 
exists to serve the interests and desires and 
hopes of 45 million Ukrainians.  I think that 
goal is more within reach today than it has 
ever been before.  It’s also a goal that the 
Ukrainian people deeply deserve, because 
you’ve worked very, very hard for it.

The other issue that I want to say a brief 
word on – and I’m sure it will come up – 
relates to the war in the east and Russia.  
The United States is very clear that there is 
a victim and an aggressor in this conflict.  
One of the things that will stick with me 
from my time in Ukraine is an impression 
of the extraordinary courage that Ukrainian 
soldiers, that Ukrainian civil society, 
Ukrainian volunteers have demonstrated in 
fending off this war of aggression that the 
Kremlin brought to your country.  I think 
the challenge now is to consolidate peace 
through the Minsk agreement, to deliver 
good governance for all of Ukraine, to 
include the occupied territories.

I met this morning with a Ukrainian 
journalist – a woman from Luhansk – who 
was held hostage for more than a year, and 
we were talking about her experience 
while she was in captivity and the terrible 
suffering that she went through.  But she 
also described to me her experience as a 
prisoner, and how her captors were trying 
to convince her that she needed to under-
stand that Russian speakers were in danger 
in Ukraine, that NATO battalions were 
threatening Ukraine. And she said to me at 
one point, “I almost started to doubt myself, 
because they were so insistent.”  And I 
think what that gets at is the point that ulti-
mately the greatest weapon in Ukraine’s 
confrontation with the Kremlin is right 
here in this room.  It’s the success that you 
all are going to achieve in building a demo-
cratic, rule-of-law society, which puts to a 
lie all of the propaganda that has come out 
of the Kremlin and out of its agents in DNR 
and LNR to mischaracterize what you stand 
for and what you are trying to achieve.

I am very confident that that goal is 
within reach.  I’m also confident that the 
United States, our European allies – France 
and Germany as leaders of the Normandy 
group – will stand with Ukraine also.  As 
long as you continue to implement your 
side of the Minsk bargain, we will make 
sure that Russia is held to account for what 
it has done, its violation of your territorial 
integrity, first in Crimea with the invasion, 
and thereafter with this terrible, terrible 
war which has produced more than 9,000 
casualties in Donbas. …

(Continued from page 5)

The future...
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March 21 Concert, with violinist Solomiya Ivakhiv and pianist 
Storrs, CT Magdalena Stern-Baczewska, Jorgensen Center for the 
 Performing Arts, University of Connecticut,
 http://jorgensen.uconn.edu or 860-486-4226

March 23 Ukrainian Easter egg class with instruction by Lisa 
Cody, WY McDonald, “Sip and Paint Eggs,” Buffalo Jump Winery,
 www.buffalojumpwinery.com or 307-250-4633 

March 23 Forum with Ukraine’s Ambassador to the United Nations
New York Volodymyr Yelchenko, “Ukraine’s Priorities at the U.N.
 Security Council,” Columbia University, ma2634@columbia.edu

March 24 Presentation by Yuri Shevchuk, “The Ukrainian 
New York Language and Identity After the Revolution of Dignity,” 
 Columbia University, ma2634@columbia.edu

March 26 30th anniversary concert with Vopli Vidopliasova, 
San Francisco Roccapulco Night Club, http://eventbrite.com/

March 26 Easter Bazaar, Holy Trinity Ukrainian Catholic Church,
Kerhonkson, NY 845-647-6911

March 28 Seminar with Paolo Fonzi, “The German Perception of 
Cambridge, MA the Great Famine, 1932-1933,” Harvard University, 
 http://huri.harvard.edu

March 30 Forum and reception, “Ukraine in Washington 2016,” 
Washington U.S.-Ukraine Foundation, Capitol Hill, 
 info@usukraine.org or 202-524-6555

March 31 “In the Spirit of Kyiv: A Symposium on Ukrainian Dance
Newark, NJ and Culture,” featuring the Voloshky Ukrainian Dance
 Ensemble, Rutgers University - Newark, 
 www.ncas.rutgers.edu/iceme or 973-353-3896

April 2 Concert featuring the University of Connecticut  
New York Chamber Orchestra, “Preludes, Serenades and More,”
 Ukrainian Institute of America, 
 www.ukrainianinstitute.org or 212-288-8660

April 2 Taras Shevchenko concert, with performance by Roman 
Pflugerville, TX Cherwonogrodzky, Austin Texas Ukrainians, Blackhawk 
 Amenity Center,
 http://www.facebook.com/events/220612734957549

April 2 Lenten retreat, Ukrainian Orthodox League,
Bethlehem, PA St. Francis Center for Renewal, nsufler@aol.com or 
 610-892-7315

April 3 Film screening, “Julia Blue” by Roxy Toporowych, St. 
New York George Academy, www.juliabluethemovie.com

April 7 Presentation by Valentyna Kharkhun, “Many-Faceted 
New York Memory: How Communism is Exhibited in Ukrainian 
 Museums,” Columbia University, 212-854-4697

April 8 Reception marking the 75th anniversary of the 
Toronto Ukrainian Canadian Congress, The Old Mill, 
 416-323-4772 or ucc75th@gmail.com

April 8 Petrykivka workshop with Nataliya Lyubytska, 
Whippany, NJ Ukrainian National Association, to benefit the Arts, 
 Culture and Education Committee, Ukrainian American
 Cultural Center of New Jersey, 888-253-2833 
 (limited seating)

April 9, 12 Pysanka workshop, Ukrainian Historical and 
Somerset NJ Educational Center of New Jersey, www.ukrhec.org

April 12 Book presentation by Serhiy Zhadan, “Voroshylovhrad,”
New York Columbia University, 212-854-4697

April 14 Book presentation by Serhii Plokhy, “The Gates of 
Stanford, CA Europe: The History of Ukraine,” Stanford University, 
 http://creees.stanford.edu or creeesinfo@stanford.edu

Entries in “Out and About” are listed free of charge. Priority is given to events 
advertised in The Ukrainian Weekly. However, we also welcome submissions 
from all our readers. Items will be published at the discretion of the editors 
and as space allows. Please send e-mail to mdubas@ukrweekly.com.
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PREVIEW OF EVENTS
Monday, March 21

STORRS, Conn.: The Jorgensen Center 
for the Performing Arts presents 
Solomiya Ivakhiv, violin, with Magdalena 
Stern-Baczewska, piano, in recital at 
7:30 p.m.,  featuring Bartók, “Six 
Romanian Dances,” Sz. 56; Beethoven, 
Violin Sonata No. 9, “Kreutzer Sonata,” 
Op. 47; Karabits, “Muzýka” for Solo 
Violin from the CD “Ukraine-Journey to 
Freedom”; and Franck, Violin Sonata in A 
Major. There will be a pre-concert talk by 
Prof. Glenn Stanley at 6:45 p.m. Ticket 
prices are $32-$36; $15 with a valid stu-
dent ID; they can be purchased at the 
box office, by calling 860-486-422-6860 
or via the website http://jorgensen.
uconn.edu/events/view.php?id= 489, 

where visitors will also find additional 
information. 

Friday, April 8

WHIPPANY, N.J.: Pre-register now for the 
Petrykivka Workshop sponsored by the 
Ukrainian National Association at the 
Ukrainian American Cultural Center of 
New Jersey, 60 N. Jefferson Road, 
Whippany, NJ 07981. The event is being 
held in support of arts, culture and educa-
tion programs of the UACCNJ; suggested 
donation is $30. The workshop, which 
begins at 7 p.m., is by artist Natalia 
Lyubytska. It will be accompanied by five 
courses of small plate menu selections 
paired with wine. To sign up (pre-regis-
tration is required, as seating is limited) 
call the UNA, 888-253-2833.

PREVIEW OF EVENTS GUIDELINES
Preview of Events is a listing of community events open to the public. It is a service 
provided at minimal cost ($20 per listing) by The Ukrainian Weekly to the Ukrainian 
community. 

To have an event listed in Preview of Events please send information, in English, writ-
ten in Preview format, i.e., in a brief paragraph that includes the date, place, type of 
event, sponsor, admission, full names of persons and/or organizations involved, and 
a phone number and/or e-mail address to be published for readers who may require 
additional information. Items must be no more than 100 words long. 

Preview items must be received no later than one week before the desired date 
of publication (i.e., they must be received by 9 a.m. Monday). Please include pay-
ment for each time the item is to appear and indicate date(s) of issue(s) in which the 
item is to be published. Also, senders are asked to include the phone number of a 
person who may be contacted by The Weekly during daytime hours, as well as their 
complete mailing address. 

Information should be sent to preview@ukrweekly.com. When e-mailing, please do 
not send items as attachments – simply type the text into the body of the e-mail mes-
sage. Preview items and payments may be mailed to: Preview of Events, The 
Ukrainian Weekly, 2200 Route 10, P.O. Box 280, Parsippany, NJ 07054.

PO Box 529, 216 Foordmore Rd, kerhonkson, NY 12446
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