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by Taras Kuzio

Two sets of volunteers have been crucial 
in the battle to defeat Vladimir Putin’s 
imperialism in eastern Ukraine. The first 
has been Ukrainian patriots who joined 
volunteer battalions. The second – just as 
important – has been the civilian volun-
teers throughout Ukraine who have sup-
plied food, fresh water, uniforms, medical 
supplies, showers and washing facilities, 
and camouflage netting. I have visited civil-
ians – primarily women – collecting, pro-
ducing, cooking and supplying these prod-
ucts based in southern and eastern Ukraine 
and in Kyiv. One of the most incredible vol-
unteers we met on a recent trip was a pen-
sioner from Ivano-Frankivsk known as 
“Stepanivna” who provides medical care 
and lives off her pension. 

In the third week of March I traveled with 
Natali Prylutskaya who on this trip was 
delivering food, (ex-British army) uniforms, 
a portable shower, fresh water and medi-
cines to Ukrainian troops on the front line. 
She began this civil society activity 18 
months ago after her brother-in-law was 
killed in action and puts her life at risk trav-
eling to the frontline two or three times a 
month after organizing collections in Kyiv 

and Poltava. In the van were Natali, “Roman” 
(a Pravyi Sektor volunteer), and “Zhenya,” a 
soldier from Kharkiv who is in the 93rd 
Mechanized Brigade based in Cherkask, 
Dnipropetrovsk Oblast. Zhenya and the 93rd 
Brigade suffered losses around Donetsk 
Airport and they, together with paratroopers 

(airborne) became the famous “Cyborgs.” 
With us at the end of our trip were two stu-
dents from Lviv, Nastya Zhukivska and Iryna 
Tsybukh, who had been giving lectures in 
local schools about the Euro-Maidan.

by Zenon Zawada

KYIV – Ukraine’s Parliament voted on 
April 14 to approve a reshuffled Cabinet of 
Ministers, including its new prime minister, 
Volodymyr Groysman, the parliamentary 
chairman who has long been a close politi-
cal ally to Ukrainian President Petro 
Poroshenko.

The votes put an end to a political crisis 
that began in mid-February, when the pro-
Western Samopomich and Batkivshchyna 
factions announced they were abandoning 
the coalition government after an attempt 
to dismiss Prime Minister Arseniy 
Yatsenyuk failed.

As a result, a new political configuration 
has emerged between the establishment 
parties resistant to reforms – consisting of 
the Petro Poroshenko Bloc and People’s 
Front – and three pro-Western opposition 
forces, including Oleh Liashko’s Radical 
Party, that claim to want a faster pace for 
more serious, structural reforms.

“Of course, I am aggrieved and disap-
pointed that after a year and several 
months, three political forces have placed 
themselves outside the European and dem-
ocratic coalition,” said Mr. Poroshenko in 

his address near the start of the parliamen-
tary session.

“As political commentators bitingly put 
it, an even wider opposition has formed 
instead of a wide coalition. Yet the opposi-
tion is an inalienable attribute of democra-

cy. I respect the right and the decision of 
these political forces, which are in the 
opposition to the new government, not giv-
ing it any chance,” the president stated.

Verkhovna Rada approves new Cabinet
to be led by Volodymyr Groysman

Patriotic volunteers crucial to Ukraine’s fight against Putin

Verkhovna Rada Chairman Volodymyr Groysman shakes a supporter’s hand at the 
April 14 session of Parliament at which he was elected Ukraine’s new prime minister.

Mikhail Palinchak/UNIAN

Volodymyr Groysman: 
loyal Poroshenko ally 

by Ron Synovitz 
RFE/RL

The man identified by Ukraine’s out-
going prime minister as his successor, 
Volodymyr Groysman, is a 38-year-old 
loyalist of President Petro Poroshenko 
who was thrust onto the national scene 
after the Euro-Maidan unrest that top-
pled a government.

Mr. Groysman’s meteoric rise from 
mayoral upstart to speaker of a notori-
ously obstreperous Parliament was 
fueled in part by perceptions that a rela-
tive outsider with little political baggage 
could unite rival lawmakers, but it also 
prompted questions about his inexperi-
ence and political indebtedness to Mr. 
Poroshenko. 

On April 10, announcing his planned 
resignation to avoid any “destabilization 
of the executive branch during a war” 
despite having batted down a no-confi-
dence vote by lawmakers last month, 
Prime Minister Arseniy Yatsenyuk said 
the ruling Petro Poroshenko Bloc “has 
nominated” Mr. Groysman to head the 
next government. 

Mr. Groysman, who recently under-
lined Kyiv’s commitment to Western-
backed reforms, responded by saying 
he was prepared to lead the next 
Ukrainian government.

However, reports from Kyiv over-
night on April 11-12 said coalition talks 
had stalled over the make-up of a possi-
ble Cabinet, and even suggested Mr. 
Groysman had withdrawn from consid-
eration. [Editor’s note: Since then, it was 
announced that the coalition had 
reached agreement on a Cabinet to be 
led by Mr. Groysman.]

Mr. Groysman has had changes of 
heart before.

Prior to the ouster of President 
Viktor Yanukovych in February 2014, 
with pro-European and anti-corruption 
anger boiling over under the Euro-
Maidan banner,  Mr.  Groysman 
expressed no desire to serve in the 
national government, telling journalists 
he was not interested in Kyiv or any 
ministry post.

But within days of Mr. Yanukovych’s 
exit, Mr. Groysman became government 
minister for regional development and 
a deputy prime minister.

The ascension to the presidency in 
June of Mr. Poroshenko, an industrial 
mogul whose confectionery conglomer-
ate Roshen had recently built a plant in 
Mr. Groysman’s hometown, by many 
accounts lent further weight to Mr. 
Groysman’s political ambitions.

(Continued on page 3)
(Continued on page 14)

(Continued on page 3)

Lviv students Iryna Tsybukh and Nastya Zhukivska with a Lviv SWAT unit and 
Taras Kuzio (second from right) at a roadblock on the approach to Kostiantynivka.
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Ukraine visa liberalization to proceed

B RU S S E L S  –  E u ro p e a n  U n i o n 
Enlargement Commissioner Johannes Hahn 
says the European Commission plans to go 
ahead with its proposal for visa liberaliza-
tion for Ukraine – despite a Dutch referen-
dum last week that rejected Ukraine’s 
Association Agreement with Kyiv. Mr. Hahn 
told RFE/RL on April 12 that it would be 
“unfair” not to go ahead with visa liberaliza-
tion for Ukraine because Brussels has 
“always asked certain conditions” from 
Kyiv. He told RFE/RL: “We have worked on 
this issue for some years. We have always 
argued that we are following a certain 
methodology. They have accepted it. They 
have delivered. Now I think it is a question 
of fairness to fulfill what we have prom-
ised.” Sources in Brussels say the visa liber-
alization proposal for Ukraine is likely to 
come by the end of April and will allay fears 
in Kyiv that the non-binding Dutch referen-
dum will slow down the establishment of 
visa-free rules for Ukrainian citizens. But it 
remains unclear when EU member states 
and the European Parliament would vote 
on the proposal. The EU’s 27 other mem-
bers have ratified Ukraine’s EU Association 
Agreement and it went into effect in 
January. (RFE/RL, based on reporting by 
RFE/RL correspondent Rikard Jozwiak in 
Brussels)

No results in talks on coalition deal 

KYIV – Disputes over top jobs in 
Ukraine’s next government on April 12 
delayed a parliamentary vote on a Cabinet 
reshuffle that is likely to see the departure 
of Finance Minister Natalia Jaresko and 
tighten President Petro Poroshenko’s grip 
on key policy areas. A new coalition deal is 
needed to end a political deadlock that has 
stalled billions of dollars in foreign loans 
under a program of the International 
Monetary Fund. National deputies on April 
12 were in the final stages of reaching a 
new coalition deal following Prime Minister 
Arseniy Yatsenyuk’s announcement on 
April 10 that he would resign. A close ally of 
Mr. Poroshenko, Verkhovna Rada Chairman 
Volodymyr Groysman, has been nominated 
to replace Mr. Yatsenyuk. But Oleksiy 
Honcharenko, a deputy in the Poroshenko 

Bloc parliamentary faction, told journalists 
late on April 12 that the coalition talks in 
Kyiv had ended for the day without an 
agreement on who would become the min-
isters of economy, energy, culture, and 
health. Mr. Honcharenko said he hopes that 
a vote on the coalition and government 
would take place in Parliament on April 13 
or April 14. Mr. Groysman was nominated 
by the Poroshenko Bloc and has the backing 
of Mr. Yatsenyuk’s party, the People’s Front. 
However, Mr. Groysman reportedly has 
raised objections to some of the candidates 
for ministerial posts that have been pro-
posed by the People’s Front party. Some key 
posts appear to have been agreed upon in 
the April 12 coalition talks in Kyiv. 
Oleksandr Danylyuk, a 40-year-old former 
investment manager and deputy head of 
President Poroshenko’s administration, has 
been mentioned as the likely new finance 
manager. He would replace U.S.-born Ms. 
Jaresko who has been praised for her han-
dling of the country’s finances amid an eco-
nomic meltdown and the conflict with 
Russia-backed separatists in eastern 
Ukraine. But analysts say Mr. Danylyuk’s 
nomination could raise concerns among 
reformists that the reshuffle under Mr. 
Groysman will consolidate too much power 
in the hands of President Poroshenko and 
his closest political allies. (RFE/RL’s 
Ukrainian Service, with reporting by 
Reuters and AFP)

EU criticizes Ukraine violence 

BRUSSELS – The European Union has 
criticized an “unprecedented level of vio-
lence” in eastern Ukraine after internation-
al monitors came under fire. “The signifi-
cant increase of ceasefire violations in the 
Donetsk region represents an unprecedent-
ed level of violence,” EU foreign policy chief 
Federica Mogherini said in a statement on 
April 10. The Organization for Security and 
Cooperation in Europe (OSCE) said late on 
April 9 that a team of its monitors in east-
ern Ukraine had come under fire 50 kilo-
meters south of Donetsk. There were no 
injuries in the incident. OSCE observers 
were also shot at on April 7 and, on the 
same day, another monitoring group was 

(Continued on page 12)

 ANALYSIS

by Pavel K. Baev
Eurasia Daily Monitor

Russia’s absence from the nuclear sum-
mit in Washington on March 31-April 1 was 
entirely predictable and yet baffling. 
Moscow announced its non-participation 
last November, and Secretary of State John 
Kerry was unable, in recent lengthy talks, to 
persuade President Vladimir Putin to make 
a trip to the U.S. capital (Newsru.com, 
March 31). 

The Kremlin was irked by the descrip-
tion of its behavior by U.S. officials as “self-
isolation” but could not invent a convincing 
explanation for why it was boycotting the 
high-profile event attended by more than 
50 world leaders (Kommersant, March 30). 
The official statements emphasized the 
“ d e f i c i t  o f  c o o p e ra t i o n”  i n  t h e 
U.S.-organized summit, and Mr. Putin per-
haps believes that Russia should have been 
accorded some entitled special status by 
virtue of being the world’s second-largest 
nuclear power, on par with the U.S. 

Alexei Arbatov, one of the leading 
Russian experts in nuclear arms control, 
argues that the demonstrative refusal to 
partake betrays a fear in the Kremlin of 
showing any weakness, which overrides 
any obvious interest in enhancing Russia’s 
and the world’s nuclear security (Carnegie.
ru, March 30).

Moscow commentators sought to estab-
lish that without Russia the Washington 
summit was a disappointment (Gazeta.ru, 
April 1). It was indeed unusual for a state 
that attaches so much importance to 
upholding its nuclear profile to refuse to 
engage in discussions on crucial matters of 
global security, particularly from the threat 
of terrorism, which looms large for Russia 
(Novaya Gazeta, April 1). 

At the same time, Mr. Putin’s pronounced 
emphasis on modernizing Russian nuclear 
capabilities and gaining political advantage 
from demonstrating this might mean that 
his government has nothing to contribute to 
the debates aimed at reducing the nuclear 
menace (Nezavisimaya Gazeta, April 1). The 
disagreements between Moscow and 
Washington over possible Russian viola-
tions of the 1987 Intermediate-Range 
Nuclear Forces (INF) Treaty and modern-
ization of U.S. nuclear bombs deployed in 
Europe are far from intractable, but they fit 
into the broader context of diverging nucle-
ar philosophies (Kommersant, March 11; 
Vedomosti, March 31). President Barack 
Obama remains firmly committed to further 
proposed cuts in the strategic arsenals; Mr. 
Putin is set on making Russia’s upgraded 
nuclear weapons into usable instruments of 
policy (Rbc.ru, April 2). 

This pro-nuclear stance puts Russia in 
conflict not only with the U.S. but also such 
key allies as Kazakhstan and India and, in 
fact, with the majority of the world – with 
the obvious exception of North Korea 
(Ezhednevny Zhurnal, March 31). It was, 
therefore, essential for the mainstream 
Russian media to emphasize the intensity 
of disagreements in various bilateral meet-
ings on the fringes of the Washington sum-
mit. The talks between Mr. Obama and 
China’s President Xi Jinping were presented 
as failing to bridge the differences in posi-
tions on the status of the South China Sea, 
illustrated by the recent visit of a U.S. naval 
squadron to the contentious Spratly archi-
pelago (Nezavisimaya Gazeta, March 30). 
Tensions in exchanges between Mr. Obama 

and Turkey’s President Recep Tayyip 
Erdoğan were illuminated, primarily 
because tensions in Russia-Turkey relations 
show no s lackening (Moskovsky 
Komsomolets, March 29). Prime attention 
was given to Ukraine’s President Petro 
Poroshenko and his meetings and speeches 
in Washington, which were portrayed as 
viciously anti-Russian and far from suc-
cessful (Rossiiskaya Gazeta, March 31).

The crisis in relations with Ukraine 
indeed continues to be a major drawback 
for Russia’s international status, even if 
Russians themselves are now significantly 
less concerned about it compared with 
their acute domestic economic problems 
(Levada.ru, March 28). The ceasefire in the 
Donbas is violated by daily heavy gun bat-
tles. And after visiting the Ukrainian 
trenches and checking the readiness of the 
troops, Mr. Poroshenko presented in 
Washington irrefutable facts and figures on 
the Russian occupation of the eastern parts 
of the Donetsk and Luhansk regions 
(Newsru.com, March 28). At the same time, 
a new plan for granting the rebel-held 
enclave a special status is now being con-
sidered by the Ukrainian Parliament, in 
order to deny Russia an opportunity to 
exploit the pretext of the non-implementa-
tion of the Minsk agreements (Gazeta.ru, 
March 30). 

What has inflicted severe damage to 
Russia’s political maneuvering around the 
deadlocked conflict is the shameful trial of 
Ukrainian soldier and politician Nadiya 
Savchenko, who this week will be sent to a 
prison camp to start serving her 22-year 
sentence (Grani.ru, March 25). Mr. Putin 
drags his feet on the decision to exchange 
her for two Russian Spetsnaz (special forc-
es) soldiers captured in Ukraine, suspect-
ing that it might look like a loss of face 
under international pressure.

Instead of properly dealing with any of 
the above-mentioned issues, the Kremlin 
was preoccupied with an “information 
attack” in the Western media directed spe-
cifically at Mr. Putin (Forbes.ru, April 1). 
The substance of this “attack” – which the 
Kremlin pre-emptively dismissed as defa-
mation organized by foreign special servic-
es – amounted to revelations in the media 
of several luxury apartments given as pres-
ents to Mr. Putin’s daughter, two relatives of 
his alleged girlfriend and a young lady who 
advertised herself as a hot fan of Russia’s 
leader (Kommersant, April 1). By Russian 
standards of corruption, this investigation 
is unlikely to go far, but the nervousness of 
Mr. Putin’s subordinates could only have 
been generated by a severe angst of their 
boss (Moscow Echo, April 1). Coming to 
Washington with personal worries of this 
sort was, thus, really not an option for Mr. 
Putin.

The four nuclear security summits will 
certainly constitute an important part of 
Mr. Obama’s presidential legacy, and Mr. 
Putin is clearly reluctant to contribute to 
this achievement in advancing the vision of 
a nuclear-free world. First of all, Mr. Putin’s 
own world-view – of a strife-ridden world, 
in which Russia alone can check the 
encroachments of the inherently hostile 
West by resorting to nuclear deterrence – is 
strikingly different. Secondly, Mr. Putin rep-
resents an aging autocrat compared to Mr. 
Obama – a younger leader, who is prepar-
ing to step down from the position of 

Nuclear security, arms control 
are non-issues for Russia
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There was also speculation that the 
appointment of Mr. Groysman, a Jew, to a top 
government post was aimed in part at blunt-
ing suggestions in Russia’s state-controlled 
media that the post-Yanukovych govern-
ment in Kyiv was unduly influenced by anti-
Semites. After Mr. Groysman was named 
deputy prime minister, the BBC quoted Chief 
Rabbi Yaakov Dov Bleich as saying it was 
meant to “shut the mouths of those who say 
the government is anti-Semitic.”

In his government posts, Mr. Groysman 
coordinated Kyiv’s relief efforts for civilians 
displaced by the war against Russia-backed 
separatists in eastern Ukraine.

He was also put in charge of Kyiv’s inves-
tigation into the downing of Malaysia 
Airlines Flight 17 over Ukraine, arguably a 
key turning point in the conflict as public 
outrage allowed Western governments to 
impose sanctions against Russia.

A fresh face

By November 2014, Mr. Groysman was 
voted in as chairman of the Verkhovna 
Rada as a national deputy for the Petro 
Poroshenko Bloc.

Political analyst Anatoliy Oktysyuk told 
RFE/RL at the time that Mr. Groysman’s 
selection was part of President Poroshen-
ko’s plan to “lessen the degree of conflict in 
Parliament” with the support of a “loyal and 
reliable” parliamentary speaker.

Mr. Groysman was seen by some as a 
young politician with a fresh approach to 
resolving differences among the parties 
and parliamentary factions within the frac-
tious governing coalition.

Political analyst Vadym Karasyov, director 
of Kyiv’s Global Strategies Institute, warned 
that Mr. Groysman was too young and that 
his political rise – a result of lobbying efforts 
by Mr. Poroshenko – had been too rapid.

Today, most political commentators in Kyiv 
see Mr. Groysman’s appointment as the next 
Ukrainian prime minister as a move that could 
give President Poroshenko more control over 
a reform process that had sputtered amid cor-
ruption allegations and vicious coalition 
infighting under the Yatsenyuk government.

One crucial task for Mr. Groysman, or 
any other prime minister, would be to push 
through Parliament the remaining constitu-
tional changes required under the Minsk 
accords – a package of decentralization 
reforms that give special status to separat-
ist-held territory in eastern Ukraine.

Another task would be overseeing eco-
nomic reforms demanded by the West in 
order to put negotiations back on track for 
a new $1.7 billion loan from the 
International Monetary Fund (IMF) – 
money that is desperately needed to prop 
up Ukraine’s struggling economy.

Western-oriented

Mr. Groysman graduated in 2003 from 
the Interregional Academy of Personnel 
Managem ent with a specialization in juris-

prudence.
He first entered politics in 2005 as a 

27-year-old city councilor in the central 
city of Vinnytsia.

He was elected in 2006 as the mayor of 
Vinnytsia and remained in that post for 
eight years – becoming known at the time 
as a young progressive who was oriented 
more toward Western Europe than Russia.

As the youngest head of a city adminis-
tration in Ukraine, Mr. Groysman continued 
his studies until February 2010, when he 
graduated from the National Academy of 
State Administration. 

 His specialization there was in commu-
nity-development management, with a 
focus on local and regional management.

Mr. Groysman continued to serve as 
Vinnytsia’s mayor until the first govern-
ment of Prime Minister Yatsenyuk was cre-
ated on February 27, 2014.

Mr. Groysman was appointed as vice 
prime minister for regional policy as well 
as the minister of regional development, 
construction and housing, and communal 
services.

Five months later, when the parliamen-
tary coalition that supported Mr. 
Yatsenyuk’s first government collapsed and 
Prime Minister Yatsenyuk submitted his 
resignation, Mr. Groysman was nominated 
to serve as acting prime minister until new 
parliamentary elections could be held.

However, the Parliament rejected Mr. 
Yatsenyuk’s resignation – setting the stage 
for the October 2014 snap elections that 
brought Mr. Groysman into Parliament as 
an ally of Mr. Poroshenko and which led to 
his appointment as speaker of Parliament 
in November 2014.

In March, Mr. Groysman vowed he would 
“do everything that society expects of me 
and what our state needs now.”

He told journalists in Kyiv on March 24 
that, if he became Ukraine’s prime minister, 
he was “not going to serve the interests of 
the powerful elite of the world.”

He said he wanted to “work with people 
who are trusted and not rejected by the 
people” and that he would “never agree to 
lead a Cabinet that is made up of losers.”

“It’s important to form a qualified team 
to carry out a plan of action,” he said. 
“People who will work in the government 
should have untarnished reputations and 
professional qualifications.”

Mr. Groysman also has vowed that his 
government would not sit on the sidelines 
“observing the crisis that is hurting our 
people today.”

“With the current crisis in Ukraine, it is 
unacceptable to take a wait-and-see approach 
about how things develop,” he stated.

With reporting by RFE/RL’s Ukrainian 
Service

Copyright 2016, RFE/RL Inc. Reprinted 
with the permission of Radio Free Europe/
Radio Liberty, 1201 Connecticut Ave. NW, 
Washington DC 20036; www.rferl.org (see 
http://www.rferl.org/content/ukraine-
volodomyr-hroysman-next-prime-minister-
yatsenyuk-poroshenko/27667141.html).

(Continued from page 1)

Volodymyr Groysman...

Ukraine’s reshuffled Cabinet of Ministers
Following are the Cabinet ministers 

approved by the Verkhovna Rada on April 14 
session, with 239 national deputies voting in 
approval. (Brief profiles of the top ministers, 
prepared by Kyiv correspondent Zenon 
Zawada, appear first.)

Prime Minister Volodymyr Groysman, 
38, Poroshenko Bloc:  His close relations to 
the president, cemented during his eight-
year tenure as Vinnytsia mayor, enabled 
him to become appointed Verkhovna Rada 
chairman in November 2014. He served Mr. 
Poroshenko loyally, directly fulfilling his will 
in Parliament. The tight relationship was 
established through Mr. Groysman ’s father, 

who became acquainted with Mr. 
Poroshenko when he was looking to support 
a candidate in 2006 for mayor of Vinnytsia, 
where one of his biggest confectionary facto-
ries is located, the expres.ua news site 
reported. Mr. Groysman was 28 when he 
was elected. Critics accused Mr. Groysman  of 
repeatedly and grossly violating parliamen-
tary rules throughout his tenure, as well as 
sabotaging reforms legislation.

First Vice Prime Minister, Economic 
Development and Trade Minister Stepan 
Kubiv, 54, Poroshenko Bloc: The Ternopil 
oblast native served as head of the National 

Though the new Cabinet was approved, 
numerous political questions remained unre-
solved after the day’s events in the Verkhovna 
Rada, which were replete with conflict and 
accusations of political corruption.

Most importantly, the new Cabinet was 
formed without a new parliamentary coali-
tion being declared by its de facto mem-
bers, the Poroshenko Bloc and the People’s 
Front party, which is led by former Prime 
Minister Yatsenyuk, whose resignation was 
approved by parliament in a package vote 
with Mr. Groysman’s appointment.

As of the evening of April 14, an official 
new coalition government had yet to be 
officially approved and the pro-Western 
opposition insisted it didn’t exist. Yet the 
coalition – whether it exists or not – does 
have a new program, one that was 
approved only on the third attempt. 

 Notably, the Poroshenko Bloc recruited 
new deputies to swell its ranks and surpass 
the 226-vote majority need to form a new 
Cabinet. As of the morning of the vote, the 
Poroshenko Bloc and the People’s Front had 
exactly 226 official members between them.

As of the evening of April 14, while the 
coalition had lost the votes of Samopomich, 
the Radical Party and Batkivshchyna (all of 
whom formally abandoned the coalition), it 
reportedly has 234 votes – yet to be official-
ly registered – between the Poroshenko 
Bloc and the People’s Front.

The two factions resorted to unusual 
tactics to elect the Cabinet because they 
could not reach an agreement with any of 
the other three pro-Western forces, who 
put forth demands that would have 
reduced the influence of the Poroshenko 
Bloc and the People’s Front on the political 
process, such as holding elections based on 
open-list voting.

The two partners in the new coalition 
also refused to consider the option of hold-
ing early parliamentary elections, which 
would have eliminated the People’s Front 
party from politics and sharply reduced the 
influence of the Poroshenko Bloc.

At the same time, Samopomich, the Radical 
Party and Batkivshchyna all stood to make big 
electoral gains from early elections. Its leaders 
accused the Poroshenko Bloc of resorting 
to illegal means to swell the ranks of its fac-
tion in order to gain its needed majority.

“The honest thing would be to place on 
the table the signatures to form the coali-

tion, by name, as the previous coalition was 
formed. The signatures haven’t been dem-
onstrated to the country because the coali-
tion won’t be formed on paper today, but [it 
will be formed] with the vote – and I ask 
that the country look at this carefully – to 
support the appointment of the prime min-
ister and the new government,” said 
Batkivshchyna Party leader Yulia 
Tymoshen ko, referring to the other political 
forces voting to approve Mr. Groysman.

Indeed his nomination only drew 206 
deputies from the Poroshenko Bloc and the 
People’s Front. The remaining 51 votes 
came from the Renaissance and Will of the 
People deputies’ groups, which are directly 
aligned with oligarchic interests and some 
of whose members formerly belonged to 
the Party of Regions.

Besides electing the Cabinet on April 14, 
284 national deputies voted for Andrii 
Parubyi, a Lviv oblast native and close ally 
to Mr. Yatsenyuk, to head the Parliament. 
His first vice-chair will  be Iryna 
Herashchenko, who has served as the pres-
ident’s ombudsman to peacefully resolve 
the conflict in the Donbas.

The new Cabinet won’t consist of any for-
eigners, as compared to the three in the pre-
vious body. The most successful of them, for-
mer Finance Minister Natalie Jaresko, will be 
replaced by Oleksandr Danyliuk, a financier 
who served as an advisor to former 
President Viktor Yanukovych.

That fact disappointed reform-oriented 
Ukrainians, who didn’t hide their pessi-
mism about the new Cabinet, stripped of its 
new blood from abroad.

“Foreigners help when it comes to con-
ducting reforms and introducing innovations 
based on real examples, and interfere with 
the ‘deryban,’ ” said Serhiy Datsyuk, a philos-
opher and political pundit. The Ukrainian 
term “deryban” refers to the illegal divvying 
up of property behind closed doors.

The power brokers, he said, “tried work-
ing with foreigners” – the only ones who 
“had the dignity to rise against the corrupt 
system.” So the power brokers “decided 
they don’t need foreigners anymore, and 
they will continue the deryban.”

The day’s other controversy involved the 
package vote to appoint Mr. Groysman and 
dismiss Mr. Yatsenyuk. The third part of the 
package required a cancelation of the 
February 16 vote declaring the work of his 
Cabinet unsatisfactory.

“A package vote directly contradicts par-
liamentary rules and the Constitution,” Ms. 
Tymoshenko noted.

(Continued from page 1)

Verkhovna Rada...

WASHINGTON – Natalie Jaresko came 
to Washington as the minister of finance 
of Ukraine to participate in a discussion 
on April 14 about the status of Ukraine’s 
economy and the prospects and results 
of its economic reforms and the effects 
of the conflict in Donbas. Earlier that 
morning, however, she learned – as did 
the rest of the world – that the Ukrainian 
Parliament had voted in a new prime min-
ister and Cabinet of Ministers, in which 
she would be replaced by Oleksandr 
Danyliuk. In her opening remarks at the 
conference, organized by the Atlantic 
Council and the Center for International 
Governance Innovation, Ms. Jaresko 
said she had made the decision not to 
comment on or criticize the new govern-
ment or her former colleagues because 
“I believe is it better for Ukraine not to do 
so.” Instead, she focused on the econom-
ic reforms initiated in Ukraine and what 
needs to be done to continue reforming 
her country.

– Yaro Bihun

In D.C., Jaresko discusses 
Ukraine’s economic reforms

(Continued on page 10)
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New Jersey District Committee holds annual meeting at UNA Home Office
by Roma Hadzewycz

PARSIPPANY, N.J. – The New Jersey District Committee 
of the Ukrainian National Association held its annual meet-
ing here at the UNA Home Office on Saturday, April 2. 
Representatives of UNA Branches 37, 42, 76, 133, 171, 269, 
287 and 385 were in attendance.

After lunch was served, District Chairman Oksana Stanko 
opened the proceedings by welcoming all to the meeting. 
Meeting participants voted a presidium consisting of Michael 
Koziupa as chairman and Stephan Welhasch as secretary.

The UNA Executive Committee was represented by UNA 
First Vice-President Koziupa and Treasurer Roma Lisovich. 
Also present was Yuriy Symczyk, the UNA’s fraternal coordi-
nator, who has now taken on the duties of the UNA national 
secretary while Christine E. Kozak is on extended leave.

After the minutes from the 2015 annual meeting of the 
New Jersey District Committee were read, Ms. Stanko deliv-
ered the district chair’s report. She noted that the district 
was credited for selling 23 new policies for $740,000 of total 
insurance coverage during 2015, but that it fell far short of 
the membership quota set for the New Jersey District.

She also pointed to several new events in the state at 
which the UNA was ably represented and of which it was 
the main sponsor: the Jersey City picnic, and the Clifton 
and Carteret festivals. At each of the festivals held during 
2015, local UNA branch secretaries were in attendance, 
thus underscoring the UNA’s presence in the community.

The financial report was delivered by the district trea-
surer, Walter Honcharyk.

Reporting for the district’s Auditing Committee, Valia 
Kaploun noted that all books are in order. The officers’ 
reports were unanimously accepted by the meeting partici-
pants.

The meeting then appointed a Nominating Committee 
comprising Mr. Symczyk, Maria Drich and Michael Bohdan. 
The committee proposed the following slate of officers: Ms. 
Stanko, district chair; Mr. Symczyk, vice-chair; George 

Stanko, secretary; Mr. Honcharyk, treasurer; Mr. Bohdan, 
organizing director; Ms. Kaploun and Mr. Koziupa, auditors. 
The officers were elected unanimously.

Speaking on behalf of the UNA’s executive officers, Ms. 
Lisovich, reported that the UNA had its third consecutive 
year of net profits and that the UNA’s surplus now totals 
$8.2 million (up from $7.4 million as of the end of 2014). 
She noted that expenses for 2015 had been cut even more 
than the target goal and that net income, at $1.6 million, 
was double what had been projected. As a result, the UNA 
has a good foundation for growth, she observed.

Mr. Symczyk spoke briefly about achievements in pre-
senting a professional image of the UNA, as well as the 
increased visibility of the UNA at local events, such as festi-

vals. He cited the positive effects of such community events 
as the health and wellness presentation by Dr. Petrusia G. 
Kotlar at the Ukrainian American Cultural Center of New 
Jersey and the upcoming Petrykivka workshop at the same 
venue. In addition, Mr. Symczyk reported that a course for 
UNA branch secretaries is in the planning for August.

During the discussion, district members offered their 
input on how best to organize a bus for a day trip to the 
2016 Ukrainian Cultural Festival at he Soyuzivka Heritage 
Center. Having two or three pick-up point for passengers 
was suggested.

At the conclusion of the meeting, Ms. Stanko thanked the 
members for once again entrusting the district’s leadership 
to her.

UNA’ers gathered for the annual meeting of the New Jersey District Committee.
Roma Hadzewycz

LOS ANGELES – Ukrainian National Association Branch 257 of Los Angeles took part 
in the annual Pysanka Festival held at the Ukrainian Culture Center on Sunday, March 
20. The Keske family, Walter, Zoryana, (the branch secretary) and Luba Poniatyszyn 
Keske (UNA advisor and branch president) are pictured above at the UNA table, which 
featured copies of The Ukrainian Weekly and Svoboda, and subscription informa-
tion for the two UNA publications; as well as copies of the magazine “UNA and the 
Community Partners for Life” with interesting articles about the history and mission of 
the UNA, benefits of UNA financial products and interviews with the UNA Home Office 
staff. The Keskes also offered “freebies” to the children, such as the coloring books 
and goody bags, which proved to be very popular with the little visitors. In the addition, 
a prominent map of Ukraine was displayed which drew many attendees to search for 
their grandparents’ home towns and villages. Everyone enjoyed sampling delicious 
Ukrainian food while watching performances by Los Angeles singer Ala Horska and 
the beautiful and exciting Ukrainian dances performed by L.A.’s Chervona Kalyna 
dance ensemble. This year over 500 people – many of them non-Ukrainians – came 
by to enjoy Ukraine’s culture and go home with a pysanka.

– Walter Keske

Vaughn Lewis

UNA Branch 257 participates 
in Los Angeles Pysanka Festival
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It’s that time of year when our high school seniors are making decisions about 
where to attend college – decisions that will have a far-reaching effect on their 
future. We wish them all good luck at this very important time in their lives and, of 
course, much success in college. At the same time, our students and their parents are 
looking at financial aid and scholarships for college, another important factor in 
their ultimate decision. 

Thus, it’s a good time to remind readers that our publisher, the Ukrainian 
National Association, offers scholarships and monetary awards to college students 
who are its members. In fact, you may have noticed that this newspaper and our sis-
ter publication, Svoboda, have been running advertisements announcing that appli-
cations for the 2016-1017 academic year are now being accepted and must be post-
marked no later than June 1. To be eligible, a student must have been a UNA member 
for at least two years, as of June 1, 2016, and must fulfill certain other requirements 
(see the “Our Benefits” section of the UNA’s website, www.ukrainiannationalassocia-
tion.org, or call the UNA Home Office at 800-253-9862 for more details). 

As regards the UNA’s monetary awards to students, lesser amounts go to entering 
freshmen, while the highest amounts are given to those in their final year of study. 
The UNA also offers special scholarships, which have additional requirements and a 
separate application form, to top students. Among the criteria considered, in addition 
to academic achievement, are field of study, involvement in Ukrainian community life 
and financial need. There are scholarships for those studying the sciences or account-
ing, journalism or nature/wildlife, students of Lemko heritage and students from 
states in New England – all in keeping with the scholarship donors’ requests. (Again, 
see the UNA website for details on the types of scholarships offered and to determine 
your student’s eligibility for a particular scholarship.) Please note that UNA scholar-
ships and awards are given to undergraduates only, who must be enrolled in accredit-
ed colleges or universities. Applications for both the regular awards and the special 
scholarships may be downloaded from the UNA website or requested by calling the 
Home Office.

The UNA’s Scholarship Program, which traces its beginnings to the informal grant-
ing of scholarship assistance almost since the organization’s founding in 1894, sup-
ports young members’ dreams. Since the program’s formal establishment in 1964, the 
UNA has disbursed over $2 million to students. Fifty-six students received awards and 
scholarships for the 2015-2016 academic year – four of them being awarded the 
aforementioned special scholarships established by individuals or entities who care 
deeply about the future of our Ukrainian American community. 

The UNA has always demonstrated its commitment to youth, as exemplified by the 
many youth programs and activities it has supported during its more than 120 years 
of existence. And, the scholarships/monetary awards given to help student members 
are just one of the many benefits of UNA membership. In fact, by joining the UNA (that 
is, by purchasing an insurance policy or an annuity), members support the continua-
tion of such fraternal benefits. And that, Dear Readers, is what separates an organiza-
tion like the UNA from a commercial insurance company. As the UNA mission state-
ment underlines: “As a fraternal insurance society the Ukrainian National Association 
reinvests its earnings for the benefit of its members and the Ukrainian community.” 

The Ukrainian Weekly

Four years ago, on April 16, 2012, the European Court of 
Human Rights (ECHR) concluded that the mass murders of 
Polish prisoners of war in the former Soviet Union in 1940 were 
a war crime. The ECHR’s ruling failed to find any new evidence 
that would require Russia to reopen the Katyn case. 

Citing international law that Soviet authorities were bound to 
observe, the court said that the Soviets had violated the humane treatement of POWs and 
had violated the ban on murders. 

The court ruled after 15 family members of the Polish citizens executed in the USSR in 
1940 had filed a lawsuit. War crimes have no statute of limitations, and the court said that 
states are bound to investigate violent or suspicious deaths and that commitment exists 
irrespectively of whether the death occurred before or after the Human Rights Convention 
entered into force. 

Russia ratified the convention on May 5, 1998, and most of the investigation was done 
before Russia’s ratification. It took Russia 58 years since the adoption of the convention in 
1950 to ratify the convention. 

The court stated that it was unable to establish a link between the death of the plain-
tiffs’ family members and the convention’s entry into force. A similar case of mass murder 
of more than 20,000 Polish citizens in 1940 was filed in 1990 and remained on the books 
until 2004 when the case was dropped. 

Russia’s chief envoy to the ECHR, Andrei Fyodorov, said that Russia would not appeal 
the ruling for now. “Since violation of Article 2 of the European Convention [on the manda-
tory resumption of the Katyn case investigation], which is the key aspect of this lawsuit, 
has not been acknowledged by the court, this gives reasons to believe that the ruling is in 
Russia’s favor, and, accordingly, there is no need to appeal it.”

However, on October 21, 2013, the ECHR made its final ruling against Russia for viola-
tions of Article 2 (right to life), Article 3 (prohibition of inhuman or degrading treatment) 
and Article 38 (obligation to furnish necessary facilities for examination of the case), not-
ing that Russia had withheld evidence requests and claimed those files were classified. 

The Katyn massacre, which happened 76 years ago, is commemorated in April, as is the 
Smolensk airplane disaster of 2010 that killed 96 members of Poland’s government while 
en route to a 70th anniversary commemoration of the Katyn massacre. 

The United States has two monuments to the Katyn massacre – one in Jersey City, N.J., and 
the other in Baltimore. A monument in Toronto also commemorates the Katyn massacre.

Source: “European Court: Katyn was war crime,” Interfax-Ukraine, The Ukrainian Weekly, 
April 29, 2012.

April
16
2012

Turning the pages back...

It’s getting harder every day to write 
something positive about Ukraine. No mat-
ter what the issue, whether it be the envi-
ronment, trade or agriculture, all the bad 
news is ultimately connected to the inter-
twined political, economic and financially 
corrupt system that has thwarted sensible 
actions and decisions. When you peel back 
the obvious economic and political prob-
lems that we see daily in our newspapers, 
underneath are layers of social, environ-
mental and health problems that are direct-
ly caused by this pervasive political dys-
function. 

One cannot address any area of modern 
Ukrainian society without exposing mas-
sive neglect and steady deterioration of 
basic public services. Providing those ser-
vices is one of the basic functions of gov-
ernment, at all levels, whether it be trans-
portation, electricity, housing, health ser-
vices, social welfare, drinking water or 
environmental protection. 

Infrastructure deterioration is but one 
obvious feature of this accelerating decay. 
Environmental degradation is much less 
obvious, yet just as costly, as shown by 
declining health statistics for Ukraine. 
According to the U.N. World Health 
Organization, in 1960 Ukraine was ranked 
19th in world health in terms of life expec-
tancy. In 2013 Ukraine had slipped to 115th 
in the world. 

The reality is that there is simply not 
enough money in Ukraine’s budget to per-
form these basic services by the various 
central, oblast and local administrative 
units. Corruption has exacerbated all these 
problems and has contributed to the break-
down of civil society, which is unraveling at 
an accelerating pace. 

Waste management is one of the most 
pressing environmental problems in 
Ukraine. There is no system of waste sort-
ing and processing. Such types of waste as 
medical, electronic and electric waste, auto-
mobile tires, food and construction waste 
are indiscriminately disposed in landfills 
together with domestic waste. Landfills for 
solid domestic waste do not comply with 
environmental norms, and pollute the local 
groundwater and surface water sources. 

The number of unauthorized landfills 
increases every year, currently numbering 
about 33,000. And that does not count the 
large number of industrial toxic and haz-
ardous waste sites. Towards the end of the 
Soviet Union, large amounts of banned pes-
ticides, 21,000 tons were stored at nearly 
3,000 sites around Ukraine. They have yet 
to be disposed of in a safe manner.

By 2005, Ukraine amassed 30 billion tons 
of mostly mining wastes, covering an area of 
160,000 hectares [approximately 650 square 
miles]. 80 percent of those toxic wastes are 
found in three oblasts: Zaporizhia, Donetsk 
and Sumy. In addition, Ukrainian cities and 
towns generate about 40 million cubic 
meters of trash each year. Most of these 
waste dumps have reached or exceeded their 
design capacity, and do not comply with eco-
logical or health safety regulations, nor 
groundwater contamination criteria. 

Many of you may recall the tragedy of 
Love Canal in the 1970s. It will long be 
remembered as a national symbol of a fail-
ure to exercise a sense of concern for the 
health of future generations. “Superfund” is 
the common name given to the law that 
President Jimmy Carter signed in 1980, 
called the Comprehensive Environmental 

Response, Compensation and Liability Act, 
or CERCLA, in response to the Love Canal 
disaster in Niagara Falls, N.Y.

The Superfund is technically the trust 
fund set up by Congress to handle emer-
gency and hazardous waste sites needing 
long-term clean-up. The Superfund is 
administered by the Environmental 
Protection Agency (EPA). The clean-up at 
Love Canal, the nation’s most notorious 
toxic waste site, took 20 years and cost 
close to $400 million.

Since 1981, the EPA has identified 
47,000 hazardous waste sites potentially 
requiring clean-up actions and has placed 
some of the most seriously contaminated 
sites on its National Priorities List (NPL). 
There are now 1,569 sites classified as NPL 
sites. To date, after 35 years of the pro-
gram’s existence, only about 400 NPL sites 
have been successfully cleaned up and 
removed from the list. Since its inception in 
1980, the Superfund has spent approxi-
mately $50 billion to clean up these sites.

For example, New Jersey has 112 NPL 
sites remaining, and only 29 cleaned up 
since 1981. My friend Bohdan Ivashkiw has 
spent his entire professional career work-
ing on cleaning up sites in New Jersey, and 
it looks like he’ll have a steady job until 
retirement. From 2000 to 2015, Congress 
allocated an average of $1.25 billion annu-
ally for Superfund activities. 

As difficult, expensive and slow as the 
pace is in the U.S., it will be exceedingly 
harder in Ukraine. Today, the area of man-
aged municipal, industrial and village gar-
bage dumps and illegal landfills in Ukraine is 
expanding at an accelerating rate. One can 
readily understand that environmental reg-
ulations for such sites, which are designed to 
protect groundwater quality and human 
health, are lax to begin with, and hardly ever 
enforced. The litany of bad news regarding 
environmental clean-up programs in 
Ukraine will grow exponentially, as well.

It didn’t have to be this way. Many inter-
national institutions came to help Ukraine 
and upgrade its environmental profile. 
Between 1995 and 2010, a great deal of 
technical assistance and billions of dollars 
in grants and loans came to Ukraine from 
various institutions, such as the U.S. Agency 
for International Development, the World 
Bank, the European Union and the United 
Nations. The programs were designed to 
upgrade Ukraine’s highly degraded Soviet-
era environmental state. 

The late Dr. Roman Pyrih, a geochemist 
and mining engineer, spent a great deal of 
time cleaning up numerous abandoned 
mining sites in Ukraine under various 
internationally financed programs. There 
was considerable progress during the first 
15 years, or so, focusing on former military 
sites. But, corruption, coupled with political 
apathy, undermined what little progress 
was achieved in the first decade of inde-
pendence. 

Ukraine is a signatory to major global 
environmental conventions and protocols, 
and is an active participant in the 
“Environment for Europe” process. 
However, after 20 years of effort, there are 
few systematic efforts to integrate accepted 
environmental practices into either its agri-
cultural, water management, waste man-
agement or forestry practices. A World 
Bank report states that “Ukraine’s agricul-

Ukraine’s affl  icted environment

College and the UNA

(Continued on page 18)
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Dear Editor:
Former Lt. Nadiya Savchenko, a 

Ukrainian military pilot imprisoned in 
Russia on trumped-up charges, has made 
worldwide headlines protesting her inno-
cence and demanding release. She is a 
pawn in a nasty piece of Russian bravado 
that leverages Russian ambitions for hege-
mony in Eastern Europe against Ukraine’s 
interest in sovereignty and membership in 
the European Union and NATO.

Ms. Savchenko had the misfortune to be 
abducted in June 2014 in eastern Ukraine by 
pro-Russian operatives who transported and 
imprisoned her in Russia against her will.

She was accused and tried on charges of 
complicity in the deaths of two Russian 
journalists in a mortar attack on the day 
she was abducted. On March 22, a Russian 
court sentenced Ms. Savchenko to 22 years 
in prison for allegedly causing the deaths of 
the journalists by directing mortar fire.

According to the defense, Lt . Savchenko 
was already a captive at the time the mor-
tar attack occurred, negating any possibili-
ty of nefarious activity on her part in the 
attack. In her own defense, Ms. Savchenko 
asked for lie detector tests, but the requests 
were repeatedly denied.

During her 20-month imprisonment, Lt. 
Savchenko was interrogated, kept in soli-
tary confinement and forced to participate 
in “psychological evaluations.”

On February 2, Susan Ormiston, senior 
correspondent for CBS News, reported that 
Ms. Savchenko testified: “I am a soldier. You 

are treating me like a murderer.”
To protest her detention, she has initiat-

ed two hunger strikes, saying that these are 
the only weapons she has left to fight this 
injustice. The second hunger strike is ongo-
ing. Requests for independent medical 
examinations of Ms. Savchenko have been 
refused. She remains defiant.

On March 9,  worldwide “Free 
Savchenko” rallies took place calling for her 
release and return home to Ukraine.

The U.S. Mission to the Organization for 
Security and Cooperation in Europe has 
called on Russia to meet its obligations 
under the Minsk II ceasefire agreement and 
release Ms. Savchenko and the other 
imprisoned combatants.

U.S. Vice-President Joe Biden, U.S. 
Secretary of State John Kerry, and U.S. 
Ambassador to the U.N. Samantha Powers 
have weighed in on the matter.

In Ukraine, Ms. Savchenko has captured 
the hearts and minds of the people and is a 
national hero. Without a doubt, she is an 
individual graced with courage and valor 
who expands the role of women beyond 
the horizon and into the future.

Nadiya Savchenko’s courage blankets 
and protects all of us. For this, she deserves 
our utmost support and attention.

Christine Hoshowsky
Rochester, N.Y.

The letter-writer is president of the 
Rochester Ukrainian Group

The letter above is based on an essay pub-
lished on March 26 in the Democrat and 
Chronicle in Rochester, N.Y. It was headlined 
“Ukrainian pilot a profile in courage.” It is 
printed here with that newspaper’s permis-
sion.

Nadiya Savchenko:
a profile in courage

 LETTER TO THE EDITOR

We take electricity pretty much for 
granted. Lights, subways, movies, sound 
systems, the Internet, television, air condi-
tioning, coffee makers, toasters – you name 
it; they all use it. 

So where does this miracle come from? 
Well, to state the obvious, from electric 
power plants. Have one go down for even 
an hour and people get upset. Have it 
explode and it forever becomes a symbol of 
technology gone amuck. 

I was working on Capitol Hill in 1986 
(before the Internet, cell phones and Wi-Fi) 
when news came that monitoring stations 
in Denmark, Sweden and Norway were 
reporting elevated levels of radiation but 
were mystified about the source. 

The Cold War was still being fought back 
then. The USSR was a global power, but 
was visibly declining with living standards 
dropping and dissidents’ voices, echoed 
and re-echoed throughout the world, chal-
lenging its legitimacy. In office for barely a 
year, the young Soviet leader Mikhail 
Gorbachev had launched “perestroika” to 
restructure the economy and “glasnost” 
(openness) to replace the totalitarianism 
that was inexorably leading the country 
toward third world status – “Upper Volta 
with rockets,” as the saying went.

Early on Saturday, April 26, the fourth 
reactor building at Chornobyl nuclear 
power plant exploded and began spewing 
radioactivity miles into the air and the sur-
rounding countryside. Although the 
Kremlin must have been immediately 
informed, President Gorbachev’s instinct 
was to jettison glasnost and revert to secre-
cy: no announcement, no warnings, no 
concern for people in the contamination 
zone or where it would soon spread. 

It ’s well-known today that the 
Chornobyl reactor had design flaws that 
rendered it susceptible to catastrophic fail-
ure. Indeed, it was known at the time: a lit-
erary magazine in Kyiv had pointed that 
out before the disaster, but the warnings 
were ignored in Moscow. 

 Perestroika in 1986 was still just a slo-
gan. In the centralized Soviet economy, 
decisions and commands emanated from 
Moscow, which launched the ill-fated 
experiment to dismantle various fail-safe 
systems at Chornobyl to see what would 
happen. Now we know. 

Two and a half days after the explosion, 
Swedish experts determined that the 
nuclear cloud had originated in the Soviet 
Union, specifically Ukraine, and demanded 
an explanation. A nuclear reactor explosion 
can’t be covered up forever – by then, 
American satellites had photos of fires 
burning out of control – but Soviet authori-
ties nevertheless denied anything had hap-
pened, continuing to jam Western media 
like Voice of America, Radio Liberty, BBC 
and Deutsche Welle, which provided what-
ever news there was.

May Day, like Labor Day in America, was 
a big workers’ holiday for the Soviets, only 
more so. It came five days after the explo-
sion. As radiation spread across the 
Ukrainian and Belarusian countryside, a 
smiling Mr. Gorbachev stood atop Lenin’s 
mausoleum at Red Square in Moscow, 

reviewing an extravagant parade and wav-
ing to the crowd. 

There was a similar parade in Kyiv, 90 
miles south of Chornobyl, only the review-
ing stands where Communist Party bosses 
usually watched the festivities were pretty 
much empty. They had already sent their 
own children to safety and then, well 
aware of the dangerous radiation, also left 
the city, even as other less privileged chil-
dren marched and danced on the 
Khreshchatyk, the capital’s main boule-
vard. 

By then, the world beyond the sealed 
borders of the USSR knew that a nuclear 
meltdown had occurred and the Soviets 
felt compelled to not only address the 
unprecedented environmental and human 
catastrophe, but also what had become a 
global public relations disaster. And so, just 
hours after the May Day parades in Kyiv 
and Moscow, the second secretary of the 
Soviet Embassy in Washington, Vitaly 
Churkin, testified at a congressional hear-
ing to try to mitigate the damage. As he 
spoke, aircraft at the power plant were 
dumping chemicals to try to stop the blaze. 
Within a few years, all the pilots who had 
flown those missions were dead. And yes, 
in case you’re wondering, the young diplo-
mat who testified before the House Energy 
and Commerce Committee is the same 
Vitaly Churkin who is now Russia’s ambas-
sador to the United Nations. I watched him 
testify. He was just as accomplished a liar 
then, testifying in flawless English about 
Chornobyl, as he is today denying Russia’s 
aggression in Ukraine. 

On May 6, nearly two weeks after the 
reactor roof had blown, the first announce-
ments finally ran on Kyiv radio and televi-
sion warning the population to close their 
windows, wash and peel vegetables and 
keep children indoors; the same directives 
other governments hundreds of miles 
away had given their citizens over a week 
earlier. President Gorbachev? He didn’t 
make a public statement until May 16th, 
three weeks after the explosion. 

As word spread about the incompetence 
that caused the explosion in the first place 
and then the cynical disregard for the 
affected populations, the people of Ukraine 
began to angrily speak out, demanding 
explanations, apologies and accountability. 
Even more significantly, some began orga-
nizing a Green Movement. The environ-
mental issue was important in itself, of 
course, but even more so was the activism. 
In a country where individual initiative was 
forbidden and every organization had to be 
sanctioned, monitored and controlled by 
the party and the government (one and the 
same), having independent groups orga-
nize to publish posters, write uncensored 
critiques and freely assemble was, well, 
revolutionary. Outrage mounted as chil-
dren and rescue workers began showing 
symptoms of cancer. Soon, assistance 
began arriving from foreign governments 
and private organizations in the West, 
including an ad hoc committee that 
became the Children of Chornobyl Relief 
Fund. This helped to break down the barri-
ers to cooperation with the outside world 
and enhanced the status of newly embold-
ened organizations. 

Chornobyl

 PERSPECTIVES
  by Andrew Fedynsky

Andrew Fedynsky’s e-mail address is 
afedynsky@gmail.com.

 NEWS AND VIEWS

by Marianna Zajac

The 90-year history of the Ukrainian 
National Women’s League of America is 
filled with accomplishments and projects 
that have often been influenced by evolving 
events in Ukraine. While uniting genera-
tions and immigrations of women of 
Ukrainian descent throughout the decades, 
the organization has always made it a pri-
ority to help average Ukrainian citizens 
during their time of need. At the very 
beginning of the developments of the 
Maidan, the UNWLA offered humanitarian 
aid to the students standing firmly for a 
democratic and free homeland; it then 
offered aid to the wounded when the very 
concept of a free Ukraine was viciously 
attacked by the Russian-backed forces and 
followed this by “adopting” families who 
had lost their husbands/fathers in defense 
of Ukraine. Today the UNWLA is focusing 
on dealing with the agony and pain of those 
returning from the front. 

One of the horrible side effects of this war 
is that there is very little knowledge about 
the psycho-trauma that afflicts those suffer-
ing because of their exposure to war – 
whether they be soldiers, families who have 
lost loved ones, refugees, or families living in 
the war zone. There is little experience with 
post-traumatic stress disorder (PTSD), a dev-
astating syndrome that can affect a person’s 

daily functioning and can lead to depression 
and substance abuse. But PTSD is treatable, 
and the most current interventions can pro-
duce dramatic results. According to Dr. Oleh 
Romanchuk, director of the Institute of 
Mental Health at the Ukrainian Catholic 
University (UCU), “The mental health care 
system in Ukraine is one of the most neglect-
ed areas of the modern health care in our 
country. The quality of care and medical ser-
vices for people with mental disorders 
remains very poor… and is very far away 
from the current European standards.” 

But the PTSD problem in Ukraine is mul-
tidimensional and requires a broad spec-
trum of intervention. One urgent problem 
reported by UNICEF is that approximately 
200,000 children living in Ukraine will 
need psycho-social support. Another press-
ing challenge is the need to destroy the ste-
reotypes associated with any form of men-
tal illness.

While in Ukraine in December 2015 on a 
Shriner’s Outreach medical mission with 
Boston-based Doctors Collaborating to 
Help Children and for which the UNWLA 
provided financial support, this writer, who 
is president of the UNWLA, and UNWLA 
Financial Secretary Vera Kushnir met with 
Dr.  Romanchuk and with Natalya 
Klymovska of UCU, who presented their 
ideas for a Mental Health Institute and 
addressed the possibility of the UNWLA’s 
funding its development. 

Upon their return to the United States, 
Ms. Zajac and Ms. Kushnir presented infor-

UNWLA becomes major donor
to UCU’s Mental Health Institute

(Continued on page 10)

Marianna Zajac is president of the 
Ukrainian National Women’s League of 
America. (Continued on page 9)



No. 16THE UKRAINIAN WEEKLY      SUNDAY, APRIL 17, 20168

Selfreliance UAFCU holds 65th annual meeting
SUAFCU

CHICAGO – The 65th annual meeting of 
the membership of Selfreliance Ukrainian 
American Federal Credit Union (SUAFCU) 
took place Sunday, March 20, at the credit 
union’s home office in Chicago. The meet-
ing was simulcast in New Jersey, at the 
Ukrainian American Cultural Center of New 
Jersey in Whippany, with the exception of 
the community greetings, which were pre-
sented separately to save time. 

In New Jersey, the meeting was called to 
order by SUAFCU Board Vice-Chair Ihor 
Laszok. He introduced the Rev. Stepan 
Bilyk, pastor of St. John the Baptist 
Ukrainian Catholic Church in Whippany, 
who blessed the assembly and thanked the 
credit union for its ongoing support of the 
parish. This was followed by greetings and 
expressions of gratitude from community 
organizations, including representatives of 
Ukrainian National Federal Credit Union in 
New York, the Ukrainian National Home in 
Jersey City, the Ukrainian Congress 
Committee of America, various Ukrainian 
schools, youth organizations and sports 
associations, dance ensembles, cultural 
organizations and parishes. 

Once the cameras were turned on in 
both locations for the simulcast, the chair-
man of the Board of Directors, Michael R. 
Kos, called on the Ukrainian American 
Veterans (UAV) for the posting of colors. 
Renditions of the national anthems of the 
United States and Ukraine, as well as “God 
Bless America,” followed.

Chairman Kos then invited John Steciw, 
representative of the UAV Post 32 of 
Chicago, to address the assembly. Mr. 
Steciw recognized SUAFCU CEO Bohdan 
Watral and Selfreliance Foundation 
President Oresta Fedyniak with a special 
medal commemorating the dedication of 
the veterans monument at St. Andrew 
Ukrainian Orthodox Cemetery in South 
Bound Brook, N.J., and a certificate of 
appreciation for their continued support of 
the UAV and their various endeavors. 

Ukraine’s Consul General in Chicago  
Larysa Gerasko addressed assembly, noting 
that the credit union has supported just 
about every Ukrainian community event in 
the year she has been in Chicago. The diplo-
mat also stated that she looks forward to 
celebrating the 25th anniversary of 
Ukraine’s independence this year, in con-
junction with Selfreliance’s celebration of 
its 65th anniversary. 

The Rev.  Yaroslav Mendyuk of 
Immaculate Conception Ukrainian Catholic 
Church in Palatine, Ill., read the invocation. 

He then greeted all members present at 
both locations. After an introduction of 
board and committee members in Illinois 
and in New Jersey, the chair presented the 
agenda of the meeting. Board Secretary 
Victor Wojtychiw read the minutes of the 
64th annual meeting. Reports of the credit 
union’s elected leaders followed. 

Dr. Kos reported as chairman of the 
SUAFCU Board. He spoke of the challenges 
the credit union faced in 2015, He stated 
that unemployment has decreased to 5 per-
cent, which is considered by economists as 
“full employment.” He also stated that the 
number of U.S.-made cars significantly 
increased in 2015. The negative news is 
that well-paid manufacturing jobs have 
been lost; most new jobs are in the service 
sector, with lower salaries. The American 
dream of a home, a car and higher educa-
tion have become unattainable for many. 
Average salaries are too low for families to 
afford college, young people graduate from 
college with high student loan debt, and yet 
nearly half of them can only find employ-
ment in jobs that do not require a college 
education. Dr. Kos concluded by stating that 
SUAFCU was able to end the year on a posi-
tive financial note. 

President/CEO Watral described the 
credit union’s 2015 achievements. He con-
firmed that the financial statements for 
2015 validate the credit union’s viability 
and consistent growth. In 2015 net income 
surpassed $3.4 million and equity now 
exceeds a record $95 million, or 21 percent 
of assets. SUAFCU is proud to be included 
among the most stable financial institu-

tions in the United States, Mr. Watral con-
tinued. Membership increased to 20,213, 
member shares total $348,666,798, and 
member loans total $214,765,843. Sound 
fiscal management brought success at a 
time when other institutions stumbled, and 
we maintain our commitment to providing 
the highest caliber financial services in a 
professional, caring environment, he con-
cluded. 

Bohdan Wruskyj, Supervisory Committee 
chair, stated that this year’s review focused on 
safeguarding member assets, compliance and 
adherence to policies and procedures, accura-
cy of cash counts and operating reports. 
Ulana Hrynewych, Credit Committee chair, 
detailed the work of the committee in review-
ing loan applications. In 2015, 679 loans were 
issued, totaling over $52 million. 

Taras Konowal reported for the 
Nominating Committee, whose members 
represent the three primary Ukrainian youth 
organizations: committee chair Irene 
Wruskyj (Ukrainian American Youth 
Association), Taras Konowal (Ukrainian 
Democratic Youth Association) and Andriy 
Kolomayets (Plast Ukrainian Scouting 
Organization). The Nominating Committee 
presented a slate of three individuals for re-
election to the Board of Directors: Mr. Watral, 
Roman Yatskovskyy and John Oharenko. 
They were re-elected unanimously. 

Mr. Watral then presented the budget for 
2016, which was approved as read. As 
there were no further questions or com-
ments from the floor, Board Chairman Kos 
ended the simulcast, saying farewell to 
members in New Jersey. 

Community greetings followed in 
Chicago. Pastors and representatives of var-
ious churches approached the microphone 
to thank the credit union for its support 
and comment on the benefits of the ongo-
ing partnership between the credit union 
and the community. 

The Rev. Mykola Buriadnyk of St. Joseph 
Ukrainian Greek-Catholic Church, on whose 
premises the most active of SUAFCU 
branches, the Northwest Office, is located, 
emphasized that the credit union provides 
not only financial, but also moral support. 

Orysia Burdiak, president of the Ukrainian 
National Credit Union Association, greeted 
Selfreliance on behalf of the other Ukrainian 
American credit unions in the United States 
on its 65th anniversary. Greetings were also 
extended by representatives of Ukrainian 
cultural institutions, schools, and youth and 
community organizations.

The Board of Directors of Selfreliance 
Ukrainian American Federal Credit Union 
for 2016 comprises: Dr. Kos, chairman of 
the Board; Mr. Watral, president/CEO; Mr. 
Laszok, first vice-chair; Mrs. Fedyniak, sec-
ond vice-chair; Oleh Karawan, third vice-
chair; Mr. Wojtychiw, fourth vice-chair and 
secretary; Christina Kozij, Mr. Oharenko 
and Mr. Yatskovskyy – members; John 
Pawlyk – honorary member. 

Photos of the 65th annual meeting of 
SUAFCU are available on the credit union’s 
website, www.selfreliance.com. The web-
site also has links to the SUAFCU annual 
report and credit union history. For current 
information, readers may follow SUAFCU 
on Facebook. 

SUAFCU Board President Dr. Michael R. Kos 
addresses the annual meeting in Chicago.

SUAFCUAt SUAFCU annual meeting in Whippany, N.J., (from left) are: Whippany Office Manager Michael Koziupa, Jersey 
City Office Manager Olga Ilnycky, Orest Ciapka, Newark Office Manager Irene Agne, Board Vice-Chair Ihor Laszok, 

Michael Szpyhulsky, Daria Twardowsky-Vincent, Andrew Hrechak and Michael Dziman. 

Ukrainian American Veterans John Steciw (left) and Peter Bencik present medals of 
recognition to SUAFCU President/CEO Bohdan Watral and Selfreliance Foundation 

Chair Oresta Fedyniak.
Consul General of Ukraine in Chicago 
Larisa Gerasko addresses the assembly. 
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NEW YORK – Self Reliance New York 
Federal Credit Union convened its 65th 
annual membership meeting here on 
Sunday, March 20, in the auditorium of St. 
George Academy, with 270 members in 
attendance.

The chairman of the credit union’s board 
of directors, Stefan Kaczaraj, opened the 
meeting by welcoming all members and 
honored guests., and invited Bishop Paul 
Chomnycky, Ukrainian Catholic eparch of 
Stamford, Conn., to bless the gathering. 

President and Chief Executive Officer 
Bohdan Kurczak then took over the run-
ning of the meeting. A moment of silence 
was observed in memory of those who had 
passed away in 2015. The board’s secre-
tary, Andrij Juzeniw, then read the minutes 
of the previous annual meeting.

Mr. Kurczak presented the report of the 
board of directors and management for 
2015, noting that Self Reliance New York 
ended the year with $1.159 billion in 
assets, which is an increase of $71.4 million 
(6.6 percent) from 2014. It was, he said, yet 
another year of record financial results, as 
assets, deposits, loans, capital net income 
and membership all surpassed the previ-
ous year’s levels.

Outstanding loans totaled $731.3 million 
(an increase of 4.6 percent from 2014), 
deposits grew to $964.5 million (an 
increase of 6.7 percent), and the credit 
union ended the year with equity capital of 
$195.2 million (which is 16.8 percent of 
assets).

Net income for 2015 was $10.6 million 
(as compared with $9.6 million in 2014). As 
of December 31, 215, the credit union has 
14,941 members. During 2015 Self 
Reliance returned $18.5 million to its mem-
bers in the form of dividends.

Mr. Kurczak pointed out that, in terms of 
assets, Self Reliance New York is the 197th 
largest credit union in the United States (up 
from 202nd place in 2014) and is in the top 
4 percent of the 6,284 credit unions nation-

wide. It is the 15th largest credit union in 
New York state, which boasts 381 credit 
unions on its territory. 

Self Reliance considers itself an integral 
part of the Ukrainian community, therefore 
it continues to generously support its mem-
bers’ initiatives and the Ukrainian commu-
nity’s financial needs, contributing to reli-
gious, cultural, humanitarian and youth 
organizations, as well as scholarly institu-
tions. In 2015 alone, the credit union made 
$1.5 million in donations to such entities.

Concluding his report, Mr. Kurczak 
thanked members of the board of directors, 
management, credit union committees, 
employees and, especially, members. Those 
comments were greeting with a hearty and 
heartfelt round of applause.

Next to report were the chair of the 
Credit Committee, Orest Kebalo, and the 
chair of the Supervisory Committee, George 
Jarymowycz, who proposed a vote of confi-
dence for the board of directors and man-

agement. The proposal was adopted with 
applause.

The credit union’s president then intro-
duced the honored guests and members of 
the board who were seated in the meeting’s 
presidium. Greetings to the annual meeting 
were delivered by Ambassador Volodymyr 
Yelchenko, permanent representative of 
Ukraine to the United Nations; and Consul 
General Igor Sybiga and Consul Denys 
Semenovych of Ukraine’s Consulate 
General in New York. 

Also addressing the gathering were rep-
resentatives of several other Ukrainian 
credit unions, including SUMA (Yonkers) 
Federal Credit Union, Self Reliance (New 
Jersey) Federal Credit Union and the 
Ukrainian National Federal Credit Union, as 
well as Natalia Duma, head of the New York 
branch of the Self Reliance Association, and 
Oleh Lopatynsky on behalf of the Self 
Reliance Association board. A letter of 
greetings from the Ukrainian National 

Credit Union Association was read by 
Andrew Horbachevsky.

Next on the agenda was the election of 
two members to the credit union’s board of 
directors. Nominating Committee Chair 
Orest Glut recommended the nominations 
of Mr. Kaczaraj and Adam Hapij, whom 
those present re-elected to three-year 
terms of office.

The meeting concluded with proposals 
and comments from the community. Many 
representatives of Ukrainian institutions, 
organizations and artistic ensembles came 
up to the microphone to express thanks to 
the credit union for its generous support 
and offer best wishes for the continued suc-
cess of Self Reliance New York, whose goal-
oriented work during the course of 65 
years has made it a true pillar of Ukrainian 
American community life.

The membership meeting was conclud-
ed with a prayer. Afterwards, all attendees 
enjoyed a special luncheon.

At the Self Reliance New York annual meeting (from left) are: Natalia Duma, president of the Self Reliance Association’s New York 
branch; the Very Rev. George Bazylevsky, Ukrainian Orthodox Church; the Very Rev. Bernard Panczuk, OSBM, pastor of St. 
George Ukrainian Catholic Church; Igor Sybiga, consul general of Ukraine in New York; Ambassador Volodymyr Yelchenko, perma-
nent representative of Ukraine to the United Nations; Bishop Emeritus Basil Losten, Ukrainian Catholic Eparchy of Stamford, 
Conn.; Bishop Paul Chomnycky, OSBM, Ukrainian Catholic Eparchy of Stamford; Andrew Juzeniw, board secretary; Stefan 
Kaczaraj (standing at podium), chairman of the board; Bohdan Kurczak (standing), president and chief executive officer; Catherine 

Popovech, board vice-chairperson; Irena Chaban and Adam Hapij, board members; and Mark Bach, board treasurer.

Self Reliance New York

Self Reliance New York holds annual membership meeting

Ambassador Volodymyr Yelchenko delivers his greeting to the annual membership 
meeting of Self Reliance New York Federal Credit Union. He is flanked by Andrew 
Juzeniw (left), secretary of the board of directors, and Bohdan Kurczak, president 

and chief executive officer.

Nominating Committee Chairman Orest Glut (standing at the podium) delivers his 
report. Seated (from left) are: Ambassador Volodymyr Yelchenko, Bishop Emeritus 
Basil Losten, Bishop Paul Chomnycky, OSBM, Andrew Juzeniw, Bohdan Kurczak, 
Stefan Kaczaraj (partially hidden), Catherine Popovech, Irena Chaban, Adam Hapij 

and Mark Bach, board treasurer.

mation about the project to the UNWLA 
Executive Board, along with the proposal 
that the UNWLA provide financial assistance 
for the institute. The project was unani-
mously approved by the UNWLA executive 
board, and UNWLA Social Welfare 
Chairperson Lidia Bilous and her committee 
expressed their full support for this innova-
tive and necessary project. An official agree-

ment with the Ukrainian Catholic Education 
Fund in Chicago was signed, and an initial 
donation of $100,000 was deposited to the 
account established for this purpose. 

The UCU Mental Health Institute’s major 
goal is to raise awareness about mental 
health, train professionals in modern treat-
ment approaches, establish a mental health 
clinic and create specialized programs to 
provide appropriate treatment. The goal is 
to have this facility up and running by early 
fall of this year. Dr. Ulana Suprun, director 
of the School of Rehabilitation Medicine 

(SRM) at UCU, is looking forward to work-
ing with the Institute of Mental Health. She 
explains: “The IMH is the leading authority 
on cognitive behavioral therapy in Ukraine, 
practicing evidence-based psychology and 
providing much-needed guidance not only 
to those requiring psychological consulta-
tion, but also providing educational pro-
grams and master classes for new and 
practicing psychologists. The Physical and 
Occupational Therapy students in the SRM 
will benefit greatly from the educational 
and practical experience offered by the 

Institute. This is one of the many reasons 
that the Ukrainian Catholic University is 
slated to be the leading academic institu-
tion on rehabilitation medicine in Ukraine.”

UNWLA leaders and members are com-
mitted to this endeavor, and we firmly 
believe that we should not and cannot be 
timid or ashamed to raise the issue of men-
tal health because full healing should 
address both the body (physical rehabilita-
tion) and the spirit (mental rehabilitation). 
Only when this occurs can a person – and by 
extension a society – be truly healed. 

(Continued from page 7)

UNWLA...
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Chornobyl turned out to be as much 
political as it was environmental. Four 
years after the explosion the Supreme 
Soviet of the Ukrainian SSR voted 355-4 for 
state sovereignty; a year later, the
Ukrainian Parliament declared indepen-
dence, 321-2 and a nationwide referendum 
in December ratified it with more than 90 
percent approval. 

Today, Ukraine is still feeling the effects of 
Chornobyl, both negative and positive. I have 
yet to see a credible study of its demograph-
ic impact – how many were killed, died pre-
maturely or decided to forego having chil-
dren for fear of radiation-induced birth 
defects. And the country faces grave chal-
lenges related to its always troubled rela-
tionship with Russia. But now, 30 years after 
Chornobyl and having learned to distance 
itself from Moscow, Ukraine is free to chart 
its own course. And that can only be good. 

(Continued from page 7)

Chornobyl

Bank of Ukraine immediately following the 
Euro-Maidan. After his four-month tenure, 
during which the hryvnia plummeted 25 
percent in value, Mr. Kubiv was widely 
accused of haphazard bank refinancing 
policies and even profiting off the deprecia-
tion himself. Although prosecutorial inves-
tigators arrested and questioned him, he 
was never charged with a criminal offense. 
Afterwards he served as the president’s 
representative to the Verkhovna Rada. He 
currently serves as head of the Vasyl Stus 
Memorial Charity Association.

Vice Prime Minister for Euro-
I n te g ra t i o n  a n d  Eu ro -At l a n t i c 
I n te g ra t i o n  I va n n a  K ly m p u s h -
Tsyntsadze, 43, Poroshenko Bloc: Having 
extensive foreign policy experience, she 
served as the first deputy head of the 
Rada’s Foreign Affairs Committee, member 
of the Ukraine-NATO Interparliamentary 
Council, and head of the Ukrainian delega-
tion to the NATO Parliamentary Assembly. 
She studied at the Harvard Ukrainian 
Research Institute in the summer of 1992 

and she studied international relations and 
international law at Montana State 
University in 1993-1994. She served as 
director of Arseniy Yatsenyuk’s Open 
Ukraine Foundation in 2009-2011 and as 
director of the Yalta European Strategy, 
founded by Victor Pinchuk, in 2011-2014. 

Vice Prime Minister for Regional 
Development Hennadii Zubko, 48: Part 
of the president’s team since the start, he’s 
been a behind-the-scenes player, rarely 
appearing in public or making statements. 
He played an active role in leading the 
investigations and legal procedures related 
to the deadly attack by Russian-backed 
forces on Malaysia Airlines Flight 17 over 
the Donbas region that killed its 283 pas-
sengers and 15 crew members. He was also 
involved in forming the State Agency to 
Renew the Donbas.

Vice Prime Minister Volodymyr 
Kistion, 50: A native of the Vinnytsia 
Oblast, he served as the deputy mayor to 
Mr. Groysman  in 2008-2011 and then as 
first deputy head in 2011-2014. Since 
October 2014, he had been the first deputy 
to Mr. Zubko, who has served as the minis-
ter for regional development, construction, 
utilities and maintenance. 

Vice Prime Minister Pavlo Rozenko, 
45: As social policy minister, he proved him-
self an effective bureaucrat, most notably 
for managing the difficult task of distribut-
ing subsidies offered by the government 
after it fulfilled IMF requirements to raise 
natural gas prices to market levels. More 
than 5 million Ukrainian households quali-
fied to reduce the cost of heating their 
homes and ovens because they were unaf-
fordable. Despite the standard bureaucratic 
confusion, most Ukrainians didn’t feel the 
shock of surging gas prices amid currency 
depreciation throughout the winter. He also 
managed to keep pension payments flowing 
to the elderly residents of the occupied 
Donbas and reacted swiftly to corruption 
scandals, for example dismissing the entire 
Employment Service staff when its head 
was caught taking a bribe. Chornobyl clean-
up veterans claimed Mr. Rozenko failed to 
protect their social payments from being 
reduced. 

Vice Prime Minister Viacheslav 
Kyrylenko, 47: He retained his post 
despite being widely disliked by Ukraine’s 
arts and culture community for what they 
consider to be his Soviet-style, outdated 
approach to culture, often characterized as 

(Continued from page 3)

Ukraine’s... “sharovarshchyna,” or stereotypical por-
trayals and handling of cultural life in 
Ukraine. Anonymous artists and intellectu-
als under the Cultural Alliance label in 
November 2015 distributed an open letter 
to the president and the prime minister 
calling for Mr. Kyrylenko’s dismissal, citing 
his inability to communicate with the arts 
and culture community, failure to organize 
ways to present Ukraine culturally to the 
world, lacking a vision for Ukraine’s arts 
and cultural development, among numer-
ous other criticisms (including his inability 
to speak English). Instead, Mr. Kyrylenko’s 
initiatives centered on banning anti-Ukrai-
nian books from Russia, setting require-
ments for Ukrainian-language pop songs 
on the radio and removing billboards and 
light box ads from the city center.

The other members of the Cabinet include 
ministers with the following portfolios:

Defense – Stepan Poltorak
Foreign Affairs – Pavlo Klimkin
Internal Affairs – Arsen Avakov
Finance – Oleksandr Danyliuk
Justice – Pavlo Petrenko 
Social Policy – Andrii Reva
Ecology and National Resources – Ostap 

Semerak
Agrarian Policy – Taras Kutovyi
Education – Lilia Hrynevych
Youth and Sports – Ihor Zhdanov
Temporarily Occupied Territories and 

Internally Displaced Persons – Vadym 
Chernysh

Energy and Coal Production – Ihor 
Nosalyk

Infrastructure – Volodymyr Omelian
Culture – Yevhen Nyshchuk
Information Policy – Yurii Stets
Health – to be determined

L I K E
The Ukrainian

Weekly
on Facebook!
www.facebook.com/
TheUkrainianWeekly
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by Irene Badiak

ST. PETERSBURG, Fla. – The children of 
Epiphany of Our Lord Ukrainian Catholic 
Church in St. Petersburg, Fla., administered 
by the Rev. Roman Badiak, performed 
Easter hahilky on the church property after 
the Resurrection matins and liturgy. These 
hahilky were performed to bring attention 
to Nadia Savchenko’s unjust imprisonment 
in Russia.

The ritual folk songs and dances, along 
with an original spring dance, were choreo-
graphed by Nadia Sawa, with the participa-
tion of Lena and Natalya Slywka, Alexandra 
and Alyssa Offerman, Valya Tomashoski, 
and Adriana and Natalka Boszko from the 
Kalyna dancers in St. Petersburg.

The revival of this traditional event 
instilled in the young children a part of the 
Ukrainian culture that has been handed 
down from generation to generation and 
shall continue as long as they are per-
formed for all to enjoy. 

COMMUNITY CHRONICLE

Children of Epiphany of Our Lord Ukrainian Catholic Church perform hahilky.

Hahilky dedicated to Savchenko performed at Florida parish

by Myra Hill

JENKINTOWN, Pa. – On March 16, the 
Ukrainian American Senior Citizens 
Association (UASCA) of Philadelphia had 
the honor and pleasure of welcoming the 
Very Rev. Dr. Ronald P. Popivchak as the 
guest speaker to its monthly meeting.

For the past 44 years, Father Ron, as he 
is fondly called, has been pastor of Ss. Peter 
and Paul Ukrainian Catholic Church in 
Bridgeport, Pa. In fact, he is the longest 
serving priest in the Philadelphia 
Ukrainian Catholic Archeparchy. Father 
Ron is the author of the book, “Bishop for a 
Day: Ideas to Heal and Renew the Catholic 
Church,” recently published by Infinity 
Publishing.

During the meeting, the author gave an 
interesting and informative presentation 
on the book, highlighting several challeng-
es within the Catholic community and 
offering possible solutions. Among the 
challenges is the continuing need for 

priests and religious. Advertising the reli-
gious life as a rewarding and fulfilling ser-
vice to God and community could be a final 
impetus to people who were already con-
templating it. 

Another focus, he said, is the need for a 
lay ministry and an enhanced and more 
significant leadership role for women. A 
pressing need exists for the church leader-
ship to recognize and root out the evils of 
physical and sexual abuse, especially of the 
young. The Church needs to be more trans-
parent and to make certain that it will 
never happen again.

A question and answer period followed 
the presentation and those present were 
able to purchase a signed copy of the book. 
Additional copies can be purchased at 
amazon.com.

Father Ron was engaging as always and 
the UASCA of Philadelphia gratefully 
acknowledged and thanked him for his 
continued service to the Ukrainian Catholic 
Church and the community.

Senior citizens welcome author
Very Rev. Dr. Ronald Popivchak

The Very Rev. Dr. Ronald Popivchak at his book presentation with the Ukrainian 
American Senior Citizens Association of Philadelphia.

ROCHESTER, N.Y. – The Ukrainian community of Rochester, N.Y., has a “Free 
Nadiya Blouse” that it will gift to Nadiya Savchenko upon her release from illegal 
incarceration in a Russian prison and her return to Ukraine. Above, administra-
tors and staff of the Ukrainian Federal Credit Union (from left), Galyna Dyakiv, 
Olga Bilokin, Lesia Chwesik, Tanya Dashkewich (chief operating officer), Christine 
Hoshowsky (president of the Rochester Ukrainian Group), Marijka Povoroznyk, 
Mariya Romanyk are seen with the blouse and a “Free Nadiya” poster, with which 
they sent off Dr. Hoshowsky to a rally in Greece, N.Y., for Republican presidential 
hopeful John Kasich on April 9.

Rochester community vows to present 
gift to Nadiya Savchenko upon her release

supreme power, while still expecting to be 
able to have a good life afterwards. 

For the Russian president, there is no 
after; and though his power may appear 
absolute, the declining economy has 
revealed its limits, leading to the build-up 
of an invisible but irreducible discontent. 

Mr. Putin appears to live in fear of a day 
when distant noise may start rising beyond 
the Kremlin walls while the internal corri-
dors become quiet and empty. It is difficult 
to know what might trigger this meltdown 
of the monolith of bureaucratic control, so 
every revelation of petty self-indulgence 
causes panic in the Putinist system. The 
nuclear button gives an illusion of security, 
but at the end of the day, it is just the most 
dangerous of vanities.

(Continued from page 2)

Nuclear security...
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threatened at gunpoint by a rebel, forcing 
the observers to leave a checkpoint they 
needed to pass. The OSCE has said that it 
had observed a “significantly higher num-
ber of ceasefire violations” in the Donetsk 
region. Ms. Mogherini added that “a sus-
tainable ceasefire is urgently needed.” More 
than 9,100 people have been killed in the 
fighting in Ukraine’s eastern Donbas region 
and some 21,000 wounded since the con-
flict broke out in 2014. (RFE/RL, based on 
reporting by AFP and DPA) 

France worried about truce violations 

PARIS – France has voiced concern over 
rising ceasefire violations in eastern 
Ukraine between Kyiv’s forces and pro-Rus-
sia separatists. The French Foreign Affairs 
Ministry statement on April 11 comes days 
after the Organization for Security and 
Cooperation in Europe (OSCE) said its 
observers monitoring the ceasefire had 
been shot at for the second time in a week. 
“The recent incidents targeting monitors 
close to the contact line are not acceptable,” 
the Foreign Affairs Ministry said in a state-
ment, urging both sides to guarantee OSCE 
access to their respective areas. “The situa-
tion can only be stabilized by the full appli-
cation of the Minsk agreement,” it said, 
referring to the peace deal backed by Kyiv, 
its Western allies, and Moscow. Late on 
April 9, the OSCE said a group of its moni-
tors had been shot at in Zhovanka, north-
east of the city of Donetsk, which is con-
trolled by pro-Russia separatists. The report 
did not say who fired the shots. (RFE/RL, 
based on reporting by Reuters and DPA)

Lithuania blacklists 46 in Savchenko case

VILNIUS – Lithuanian Foreign Affairs 
Minister Linas Linkevicius announced on 
April 12 that Lithuania blacklisted several 
dozen Russians and Ukrainians for their 

role in the detention and sentencing of the 
Ukrainian pilot Nadiya Savchenko and two 
other Ukrainians, according to Reuters. 
Ukraine expanded sanctions against Russia 
last month after a Russian court found Ms. 
Savchenko, 34, guilty of complicity in the 
killing of two Russian journalists and sen-
tenced her to 22 years in prison. Ukraine 
called on the European Union to follow suit, 
and Lithuania became the first EU state to 
do so. The 46 people it blacklisted are 
banned from entering Lithuania for 10 
years. Those blacklisted include Russian 
investigators, prosecutors and judges, as 
well as separatists from the Ukrainian rebel 
strongholds of Luhansk and Donetsk, 
Minister Linkevicius told Reuters. “We 
blacklisted them to show our solidarity 
with Ukraine and to focus attention on the 
unacceptable and cynical violations of 
international law and human rights in 
Russia. We are convinced that the court 
cases against those people were falsified,” 
Mr. Linkevicius told Reuters by phone. 
Russia has ignored calls from the European 
Union and the United States to free Ms. 
Savchenko, who is now on a dry hunger 
strike, on humanitarian grounds. (UNIAN, 
with reporting by Reuters)

OSCE says it regrets staffers’ behavior 

KYIV – The Organization for Security and 
Cooperation in Europe (OSCE) in Ukraine 
has expressed “regret” after photos 
appeared online showing two of its staff at 
the wedding celebrations of the daughter of 
a pro-Russia separatist in Ukraine. One of 
the images shows an unidentified OSCE 
monitor – employed to be an impartial 
observer “to contribute to reducing ten-
sions and fostering peace, stability and 
security,” in the words of the OSCE website 
– being embraced by the separatist, 
Volodymyr Tymofeyev. Yevhen Spirin, a 
journalist for Ukraine’s Hromadske TV, pub-
lished the photos, taken from VKontakte 
screenshots, on his Facebook page on April 
6. Among the guests at the June 2015 wed-
ding of Anastasia Bessedina,  Mr. 

Tymofeyev’s daughter, were the OSCE mon-
itor and his translator.   Another image 
shows Mr. Tymofeyev himself hugging the 
OSCE monitor and smiling for the camera. 
After Mr. Shirin’s post was shared more 
than 700 times on Facebook, the OSCE 
Special Monitoring Mission (SMM) con-
firmed the photos but insisted that the 
monitors were not actual guests at the cele-
brations. “The OSCE SMM regrets the inci-
dent. Even though the monitors did not 
attend the wedding as such, the photo 
clearly shows misjudgment on their part. 
These monitors are no longer with the 
Mission,” OSCE wrote on its official 
Facebook page on April 7. “The unprofes-
sional behavior displayed by the monitors 
in the picture is an individual incident that 
should not be abused to cast a shadow on 
the reputation of other mission members.” 
In an e-mail to RFE/RL’s Current Time, a 
representative for the SMM press service 
said the monitors had been passing by the 
main square where members of the wed-
ding party were taking photos. They 
stopped by to chat with the people with 
whom they were later photographed. The 
press service added that they could not dis-
close personal information about when or 
under what circumstances the monitors left 
the mission. (Anna Shamanska of RFE/RL)

Eight Ukrainian soldiers wounded

KYIV – Ukraine’s military has said that 
eight of its soldiers were wounded in fight-
ing against Russia-backed separatists in the 
east of the country during the previous 24 
hours. Military spokesman Andriy Lysenko 
said on April 13 that all eight were injured 
in fighting in the Donetsk region, where 53 
“hostile attacks” were registered since April 
12. Col. Lysenko said there had been 29 
shelling incidents around Mariupol, the 
Ukrainian-government-held strategic city 
on the shores of the Azov Sea. No injuries 
were reporting in those shellings. The news 
came amid rising concerns about ceasefire 
violations in eastern Ukraine. (RFE/RL, 
based on reporting by Interfax)

OSCE mission’s mandate extended

VIENNA – The Permanent Council of the 
Organization for Security and Cooperation 
in Europe on April 7 decided to extend the 
mandate of the OSCE Observer Mission at 
the Russian border checkpoints of Gukovo 
and Donetsk by three months, until July 31. 
The mandate of the mission remains 
unchanged. Operating under the principles 
of impartiality and transparency, the 
observers will monitor and report on the 
situation at the two Russian checkpoints, as 
well as on the movements across the bor-
der. As of April 7, the Observer Mission is 
composed of 21 border observers, includ-
ing the chief observer. The mission is sup-
ported administratively by a Vienna-based 
staff member. The mission has been on the 
ground since July 29, 2014, following a con-
sensus decision of the OSCE Permanent 
Council. (OSCE)

Dutch PM predicts months of talks

THE HAGUE – The Dutch vote against an 
agreement to strengthen ties between the 
European Union and Ukraine could lead to 
lengthy negotiations over changes in the 
pact, the Netherlands’ premier said. “It 
could be months before a solution will be 
found,” since many different parties are 
involved, Dutch Prime Minister Mark Rutte 
told the Dutch news agency ANP on April 8. 
“It’s a complex process. It’s uncharted 
waters,” he later told a press conference at 
the Hague. Dutch voters by 61 percent to 38 
percent rejected the pact with Ukraine on 
April 6, though only 32 percent of eligible 
voters participated in the referendum. The 
vote was not legally binding, so the Dutch 
government is not required to follow the 
preference of voters. But Mr. Rutte has said 

he cannot ignore the overwhelmingly nega-
tive sentiment. Still, experts expect large 
parts of the agreement to be implemented 
without the Netherlands or with negotiated 
changes. The EU’s 27 other members have 
ratified the pact and it went into effect in 
January. The Dutch Parliament, which origi-
nally ratified the pact, will revisit the issue 
next week and should take the vote into 
account, Mr. Rutte said. (RFE/RL, based on 
reporting by DPA and AFP) 

Russia considers freeing Sentsov, others 

MOSCOW – Russia has indicated it is con-
sidering freeing four imprisoned 
Ukrainians, including filmmaker Oleh 
Sentsov, who were convicted by Russian 
courts on charges related to Russia’s forc-
ible annexation of Crimea and derided by 
critics as politically motivated. The Russian 
Justice Ministry said in a statement on April 
8 that it had asked the Federal Penitentiary 
Service to prepare documents for the trans-
fer of the four men back to Ukraine follow-
ing a March 10 request from Kyiv. However, 
the ministry said any final decision to hand 
over Mr. Sentsov, Hennadii Afanasyev, 
Oleksander Kolchenko,  and Yurii 
Soloshenko would be made by Russian 
courts. The four are among at least 12 
Ukrainians in Russian jails on convictions 
condemned by the Ukrainian and Western 
governments and some international rights 
groups. Ukrainian President Petro 
Poroshenko earlier this year indicated he 
would consider exchanging two Russians 
captured in eastern Ukraine for some of the 
Ukrainians being held in Russia. Russian 
prosecutors accused Messrs. Sentsov and 
Kolchenko of plotting sabotage and terrorist 
attacks around Crimea. They built their case 
largely on testimony from Mr. Afanasyev, 
another activist, although he has recanted 
and said he was tortured into testifying 
against the two. A court in the southern city 
of Rostov-on-Don convicted Messrs. Sentsov 
and Kolchenko in August and sentenced 
them to 20 and 10 years in prison, respec-
tively. Mr. Afanasyev was sentenced to seven 
years in prison. Mr. Soloshenko was convict-
ed in October 2015 by a Moscow court of 
espionage. Russia’s main security agency 
insisted he was trying to buy secret compo-
nents for an air-defense missile system used 
in both Russia and Ukraine. (RFE/RL, with 
reporting by Interfax)

Arson attack destroys judge’s office

KYIV – An arson attack has destroyed 
the office of a Ukrainian judge presiding 
over the case of two Russian nationals 
charged with fighting alongside pro-Rus-
sian separatists in eastern Ukraine. 
Ukraine’s chief military prosecutor 
Anatoliy Matios said the attack on the Kyiv 
office of Judge Mykola Didyk was carried 
out around 3 a.m. on April 8. Mr. Matios 
said Mr. Didyk’s office was destroyed but 
added that legal documents related to the 
case of the two Russian nationals were not 
damaged. Mr. Matios said the attack was 
“an attempt to frighten” Mr. Didyk, who is 
the presiding judge in the cases of 
Aleksandr Aleksandrov and Yevgeny 
Yerofeyev, Russian nationals who were 
arrested in Ukraine’s eastern Luhansk 
region in May last year and charged with 
fighting alongside Russian-backed separat-
ists. Mr. Aleksandrov’s lawyer, Yuriy 
Hrabovskyi, was found murdered in 
Ukraine last month. Ukrainian authorities 
arrested two people in connection with the 
killing. Messrs. Aleksandrov and Yerofeyev 
first admitted in a video that they were on 
active duty with the Russian military when 
they were captured, but later retracted 
that. Moscow contends the two men were 
not serving in the country’s armed forces 
when they were detained by Ukrainian 
forces. (RFE/RL, based on reporting by 
112.Ukraine and Mediazona)
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On Tuesday, April 21, 2015, in his 29th year of life, Yurij Petlura fell asleep in the 
Lord in Hamilton, Ontario, Canada. 

Yurij was born on April 23, 1986, in Hamilton, the first child of Volodymyr 
and Luba Petlura. He was the grandson of Oleksander Petlura - colonel in the 
Ukrainian National Republic (younger brother of Otaman Symon Petlura), and also 
descended from the aristocratic lineage of the Vitkovytsky family (on his paternal 
grandmother’s side), as well as from the Ukrainian patriotic families of Maksym 
and Iwaneczko.

Yurij was christened in St. Vladimir Ukrainian Orthodox Cathedral in Hamilton, 
where he later became an altar boy, sang in the church choir, and attended 
Ukrainian School. He completed his Ukrainian High School Matriculation at the 
Ukrainian Youth Association (CYM) in Hamilton. He attended Holy Spirit Elementary 
School, then Orchard Park Secondary School, then McMaster University, where 
he obtained two Honour Degrees, one in Physics and one in Music. After that, 
Yurij obtained a Teaching Certificate from OISE (Ontario Institute of Secondary 
Education).

From his early years Yurij was active in both church and Ukrainian community 
cultural activities. As a young boy he was a member of the Hryhory Kytasty 
Youth Bandura Chorus, Toronto, under the direction of Victor Mishalow. With the 
establishment in 2001 of the Canadian Bandurist Capella (CBC), Yurij became 
its concertmaster. When, in 2013, Andrij Dmytrovych became the new artistic 
director/conductor, he proposed Yurij for the role of assistant conductor. This 
collaboration proved to be very fruitful for the capella. During the last two years 
of his short life Yurij joined the Ukrainian Bandurist Chorus (UBC), in the United 
States, where he played the bandura and also held the position of assistant 
conductor. A great honour, in his memory, was bestowed upon Yurij when the 
UBC accepted him, posthumously, into their brotherhood. In every area of his 
life Yurij conducted himself with the utmost integrity and respect for all. Being 
a perfectionist Yurij set high standards for himself and was dedicated to the 
advancement of Ukrainian culture and history through the bandura.

In 1999 during a month-long family trip to Ukraine, Yurij spent time in Lviv 
with extended family, visited other family in the village of Vovche near the 
Carpathian mountains, and spent a few days in Kyiv. This experience enriched 
and strengthened his understanding of Ukraine’s history and culture as well as 
his family roots. In 2012 he again traveled to Ukraine as an election observer with 
CANADEM, sent to the Donetsk area, for the parliamentary elections.

In the year 2000 Yurij began recording solo instrumental bandura pieces in a 
make-shift studio in the family basement. With the help of his brother Oleksander, 
also a member of the Canadian Bandurist Capella and now a sound engineer, the 
CD came to fruition in 2005. The CD consists of eight unique interpretations of 
both Ukrainian and classical pieces played on the Lviv and Chernihiv banduras. 
Two pieces – “Breath of the Ukrainian Steppes” and “Carpathian Rhapsody” are 
original arrangements by Yurij.

From 2004 to 2011 Yurij was an instructor at the “Kobzarska Sich” bandura camp 
in Emlenton, Pennsylvannia, USA. The three years from 2012 to 2014 Yurij, along 
with Oleh Sozansky from Lviv, Ukraine, became co-directors of the camp. From 
2010 to 2014 Yurij also organized and ran the bandura and song summer camps at 
ODUM “Ukraina” Country Club in London, Ontario. Yurij, besides being a talented 
musician, was also a very gifted pedagogue. Patience, respect for the student and 
individualized approach to instruction earned Yurij the respect and love of his 
students. The camp grew in numbers yearly and, at the 2015 camp, was renamed 
in Yurij’s honour.

Due to the ongoing difficulties of 
obtaining teaching employment in Canada, 
Yurij continued providing private lessons in 
piano, bandura and physics tutoring. After 
a couple of years he accepted a temporary 
position teaching Physics in London, 
England at Harris Westminster Sixth Form, 
a newly opened school for high-academic 
low-income students. Although it was a 
very stressful situation Yurij, nevertheless, 
successfully completed two terms, from 
September 2014 to end of March 2015.

Yurij was deeply religious and an 
outstanding human being, a role model of 
kindness, humility, generosity, compassion 
and honesty. He loved the tranquility 
of nature. He enjoyed the peace, love 
and warmth of family life, particularly 

spending fun times with his siblings. He was a loving, caring son and grandson, 
and especially looked forward to visiting his God-children Maksym Dmytrovych 
and Ksenia Yuzkiw on their birthdays and holidays. Yurij made a difference in his 
short time on this earth. He left a lasting legacy among all with whom he came 
into contact, evidenced by the hundreds of tributes from around the world, along 
with memorials and awards in his name.

The Funeral Rite on Monday, April 27, 2015, was held at St. Vladimir Cathedral 
with overflowing capacity. It was co-celebrated by Rt. Rev. Mitred Archpriest 
Wasyl Makarenko, Rt. Rev. Mitred Archpriest Dr. Jaroslaw Buciora, and Rt. Rev.
Protopresbyter Bohdan Sencio. The choir, conducted by Oksana Sushko, consisted 
of church choir members along with members of both bandura capellas. One 
panakhyda was held on Saturday, April 25 at Markey-Dermody Funeral Home, 
while the second panakhyda was held on Sunday in the church, where Yurij’s body 
then lay overnight with a vigil held by family and close friends until the funeral on 
Monday. Panakhydas were also held in Ukraine organized by family and friends. 
Interment took place at St. Volodymyr Cemetery in Oakville, ON. Yurij is resting 
next to his grandmother Irene Petlura. On Saturday, May 30, 2015 at St. Volodymyr 
Cathedral in Toronto a 40th-day panakhyda was held, co-celebratd by His Grace 
Bishop Andrij, Acting-Bishop of the Eastern Eparchy and Rt. Rev. Protopresbyter 
Bohdan Sencio.

The family of blessed memory Yurij extends their sincere gratitude to all 
clergy for their attendance and prayers, as well as to family, friends, colleagues, 
and students for their expressions of sympathy, prayers, flowers and generous 
donations to the Canadian Bandurist Capella (CBC), Ukrainian Social Services 
Hamilton, and St. Vladimir Cathedral in Hamilton. A special thank you is extended 
to Volodymyr Chewchuk, president of the CBC, who was the master of ceremonies 
at the luncheon following the funeral, as well as to all who shared memories 
and kind words about Yurij. A sincere thank you also goes out to Oleh Mahlay, 
conductor of the Ukrainian Bandurist Chorus for his tribute at Sunday’s panakhyda 
where he spoke of Yurij’s amazing personality, his positive influence, his potential, 
and expressed profound sadness at the loss of such an exceptional musician and 
wonderful person.

Left to mourn and to pray for Yurij’s eternal memory are his parents Luba and 
Volodymyr, brother Oleksander, sister Christina, grandmother Pelagia Maksym, 
Uncle Orest Maksym with family, extended family in Canada, America and Ukraine, 
as well as countless friends. Yurij was a pure and gentle soul with a heart of gold. 
Sleep peacefully dear, beloved son. Memory Eternal!

Yurij Petlura – In Memoriam (1986-2015)

We announce with sadness the 
passing of our Father, Grandfather, 

and Great-grandfather 

Antin Bilynsky 
on Wednesday, March 23, 2016, at the age of 92. 

Antin was born in Kurdibanivka, Buchach Region, 
Ukraine on May 12, 1923, son of Peter and Michalina 
(Kulchitska) Bilynsky. He was predeceased by his wife 
of 48 years, Olga Krill, in 2005.

The Panakhyda service at Parker Brother Funeral Home in Watervliet, 
NY was held on March 28, 2016. Rev. Mikhail Myshchuk celebrated the 
funeral service at St. Nicholas Ukrainian Catholic Church in Watervliet, 
NY on March 29, 2016.  Interment took place at St. Nicholas Ukrainian 
Catholic Cemetery in Maplewood, NY.

Surviving are:
son – Michael and wife Lidia of Hollywood, FL
son – Joseph and wife Anne Marie of Watervliet, NY
son – Walter and wife Karen of Baldwinsville, NY
daughter – Jean Bilynsky of Cooper City, FL
grandsons – Michael, Stefan, Joseph, and Kevin
granddaughters – Natalka, Marisa, Emily and Jessica
great-granddaughter – Madison
extended family in Ukraine and the US

Donations in Antin’s memory may be made to Ukrainian Catholic 
Education Foundation, 2247 West Chicago Avenue, Chicago, IL 60622.

May his memory be eternal!

З великим болем повідомляємо, що 
28 березня 2016 року відійшла у Божу 
вічність наша найдорожча і улюблена 

Мама, Баба Мума, Прабабця і Тета, Мадалі, 
Берегиня нашої родини, 

Дружина св. п. д-ра вет. мед. Івана Галія

св. п. Марія Івасик Галій
27 листопада 1913 р. - 28 березня 2016 р.

Похоронні відправи відбулися 1 квітня 2016 року в Українській 
католицькій церкві св. Миколая в Милвил, Ню-Джерзі.

Залишені у безмежній скорботі і смутку:
дочка  - Марта
внуки  - Олекса й Оленка Денисенко з родинами
родина  - Юрко Лашкевич
     Роман Раковський з родиною
     Марта Антонів з родиною
родина в Америці, Канаді й Україні.

Вічна Їй пам’ять!
Пожертви в пам’ять Марії Галій можна складати на:

• Ukrainian Catholic Education Foundation (UCEF)
  2247 W Chicago Ave., Chicago, IL 60622; www.ucef.org
• WFUWO Journal, Ukrainian Womаn in the World - „Українка в 

       Світі“, 145 Evans Ave., Suite 206, Etobicoke, ON  M8Z 5X8 Canada;   
       www.wfuwo.org
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The third conference
of

UKRAINIAN 
JOURNALISTS 

OF 

NORTH AMERICA

Cost: $350 per person, 
which includes 

conference fees, meals 
and accommodations.

To register 
your participation, 

please e-mail

kharch@bell.net.

will be held at the 

Soyuzivka 
Heritage Center

in Kerhonkson, NY
on 

Friday-Sunday, 
May 20-22, 2016.

Our first stop was Yahotyn near Kyiv, 
where we picked up food supplies. The 
local deputy who heads collections for sol-
diers is known as the “Armenian.” A former 
professional soldier who had spent three 
years in Afghanistan in the 1980s, Armen 
Shakharyanz drives around in a car with 
the words “Armenomobile” painted on the 
side to collect donations. 

The second stop was in Poltava, where 
we picked up foodstuffs from an elderly 
couple, Pavlo and Liudmyla Luchynsky, 
who have been providing goods from their 
farm since 2014. The couple are heroes to 
soldiers and their house is covered in pho-
tographs of soldiers and Ukrainian flags 
with handwritten comments. Liudmyla has 
made 10,000 varenyky for the troops and 
has kept a list on the wall of how many she 
had sent off to various military units.

On the road to the brigades

Then we drove to the 93rd Mechanized 
Brigade base in Cherkask, Dnipropetrovsk 
Oblast. This unit had grown from its peace-
time number of 3,000 to nearly 10,000, and 
the huge number of tents looked like a set 
from a war movie. Arriving at the same 
time, also to deliver supplies, was a 
Ukrainian patriot from Vinnytsia who was 
bringing firewood for the soldiers.

From there we drove to the frontline, 
southwest of the “separatist”-controlled 
Donetsk and just to the south of 
Kostiantynivka. This is the last train station 
controlled by Ukrainians on the former 
Intercity line from Kyiv to Donetsk (after 
Kostiantynivka, the territory is controlled 
by the combined Russian-separatist forc-
es). On the roads there are many check-

points usually manned by Ministry of 
Internal Affairs special forces, including a 
SWAT unit from Lviv. All of the special forc-
es and troops knew and respected Natali, 
and we had no difficulties getting through 
roadblocks and on to bases.

March 22 saw a resumption of hostilities 
by the Donbas militants across the entire 
frontline; this has continued unabated ever 
since. The biggest battles were south of 
Kostiantynivka in the region of Avdiyivka, 
where I was traveling with volunteers who 
were bringing supplies to Ukrainian troops.

On our way to Avdiyivka we skirted 
Donetsk Airport, now in the hands of sepa-
ratists, and dropped off supplies at Pisky to 
a unit of soldiers of the 128th Brigade 
based under a bridge. Then we drove along 
terrible rural roads to damaged industrial 
buildings near Avdiyivka, where in battles a 
few hours later one Ukrainian soldier was 
killed and seven were wounded. 

Our next drop-off, nicknamed the 
“Garage,” serves as a base for troops from a 
company of the 128th Brigade. Our plan to 
then travel to the base of the 25th Airborne 
Brigade was disrupted by attacks with 
machine guns, mortars and artillery.

After a short battle, in which Ukrainian 
forces returned fire, there came a negotiated 
“peremyria” (truce), during which we set off 
with an armed escort in front, driving along 
dark rural roads with massive potholes full 
of water and with no headlights so as not to 
give away our location. During what seemed 
a long drive, the battle resumed; the new 
military escorts who had taken over pulled 
us aside and said it was dangerous. We had 
little choice but to drive slowly in the dark 
through Ukrainian military and National 
Guard checkpoints to reach the 25th 
Brigade base set in the rear on high ground.

Ukrainian soldiers look askance at two 
factors in the Donbas conflict: the near total 

(Continued from page 1)

Patriotic...

ineffectiveness of the Organization of 
Security and Cooperation in Europe (OSCE) 
and the Western charade that the Minsk 
accords are working. 

When we asked about the work of the 
OSCE monitors, there were merely grins 
and smirks on the soldiers’ faces. The sepa-
ratists do not shoot during the day when 
OSCE monitors move around, but after they 
return to their comfortable hotels and it 
gets dark, all hell breaks out every night. 
From dusk until dawn, there are no Minsk 
accords in the Donbas. Indeed, the soldiers’ 
disdain for the OSCE was evidenced the fol-
lowing day at 9 a.m., as we drove to 
Kostiantynivka and saw OSCE SUVs driving 
in the direction we were coming from.

Minsk accords are dead

Facing nightly attacks, Ukrainian sol-
diers smirked at the Minsk agreements. 
Ukrainian officers were realistic about 
retaking control of the separatist enclaves 
in the face of Russia’s continued military 
occupation and delivery of weapons, and 
its refusal to return control over the border 
to Ukraine. Ukrainian officers believed that 
taking back villages and rural areas would 
be strategically feasible, but there would be 
massive military and civilian casualties in 
retaking the major city of Donetsk, whose 
population is over 1 million They doubted 
the West would turn a blind eye to Ukraine 
flattening Donetsk in the same manner as it 
ignored Russian President Vladimir Putin’s 
destruction of the Chechen capital city of 
Grozny.

Three proposals have been put forward 
to revive or replace the impasse of the 
Minsk agreements.

The first, floated by Ukraine’s most pro-
Russian politician, Viktor Medvedchuk 
(whose daughter has Mr. Vladimir Putin as 
a godfather), and backed by President 
Petro Poroshenko, is to replace separatist 
enclave leaders Aleksandr Zakharchenko 
and Igor Plotnitsky with oligarch Rinat 
Akhmetov and the leader of the Opposition 
Bloc and gas lobby oligarch Yurii Boyko. 
This policy flies in the face of the Euro-
Maidan revolution and together with the 
appointment of Volodymyr Groysman as 
prime minster would lead to further 
declines in Mr. Poroshenko’s popularity.

A second more radical proposal by the 
Samopomich party is to accept reality on 
the ground of Russian control of the 
enclaves (http://m.bild.de/politik/aus-
land/ukraine-konflikt/donbass-shadow-
government-45102202.bildMobile.html). 
Samopomich believes in “abandoning the 
Minsk deal and declaring rebel zones occu-
pied territory, for Russia to finance and 
feed, without a chance for integration until 
the Russian army leaves.”

 Alexander Motyl supports a policy of 
temporarily suspending Ukraine’s sover-

eignty over the Donbas separatist enclaves 
and deferring the elections to the OSCE or 
the United Nations to organize and con-
duct. Alternatively, Ukraine could suspend 
efforts to reintegrate the enclaves for 10 
years and then ask the OSCE or the U.N. to 
oversee a referendum on self-determina-
tion in the occupied Donbas, allowing the 
citizens to choose to return to Ukraine, 
remain independent, or join Russia. Prof. 
Motyl has long proposed jettisoning the 
Donbas. This idea is popular in western 
Ukraine, where the rates of those conscript-
ed for military service are the lowest; 
indeed, the two oblasts with the lowest 
number of Ukrainians turning up for mili-
tary mobilization are Ternopil and 
Zakarpattia.

A  t h i rd  p ro p o s a l ,  f ro m  Yu l i a 
Tymoshenko’s Batkivshchyna party, is to 
divide the security and political portions of 
the Minsk accords. Implementing security 
questions, such as the removal of Russian 
forces and equipment, returning the border 
to Ukraine and releasing political prisoners 
such as former military pilot Nadiya 
Savchenko, who was sentenced on 
February 22 by a Russian court to 22 years’ 
imprisonment, would be a prerequisite 
before turning to political questions, such 
as local elections and regional status within 
Ukraine’s overall plans for decentralization. 

Batkivshchyna proposes changing the 
Normandy format talks to a Budapest for-
mat by expanding the group to include the 
United States and the United Kingdom 
alongside European Union representatives 
Germany and France, Ukraine and Russia. 
In 1994 in the Budapest Memorandum, the 
U.K., the U.S. and Russia provided “security 
assurances” on Ukraine’s territorial integri-
ty and sovereignty in return for its nuclear 
disarmament. The change from Normandy 
(France, Germany, Ukraine, Russia) to 
Budapest format (those four plus the U.K. 
and the U.S.) should expand its brief from 
dealing only with the Donbas conflict, 
which is the center of attention in the 
Minsk agreements, to also covering the 
annexation of Crimea.

There is no question the Minsk accords 
are dead, but the big question is which of 
the three proposals will replace it. I would 
argue that the best of the three is the 
expansion of the negotiations from a 
Normandy to a Budapest format – it is time 
to bring in the United States and the United 
Kingdom so they can honor their security 
assurances to Ukraine.

Dr. Taras Kuzio is a senior research asso-
ciate at the Canadian Institute of Ukrainian 
Studies, University of Alberta, and author of 
“Ukraine: Democratization, Corruption and 
the New Russian Imperialism” (Praeger, 
2015), a modern history of Ukraine from 
1953 to the present. 

“Stepanivna” (right) with Natali Pryluts-
kaya while visiting a unit of the 128th 

Brigade near Pisky.

Pavlo and Liudmyla Luchynsky, volun-
teers who have been providing Ukraine’s 
troops with foodstuffs from their farm in 

Poltava.

A view of the base of the 93rd Mechanized Brigade in Cherkask, Dnipropetrovsk Oblast. 
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Yarmolenko hoping for English Premier League promotion

Andriy Yarmolenko has played the wait-
ing game for many years now. Arguably one 
of the most talented soccer players of his 
generation, he joined Dynamo Kyiv in 2007 
when the club’s grip on champion trophies 
began to slip. Perennially the top team play-
ing in the Champions League every season, 
Dynamo was overtaken by upstart 
Shakhtar Donetsk, going five years without 
winning its domestic title before finally tri-
umphing once more last spring.

Yarmolenko, Ukraine’s star at Euro 2012 
and consistently brilliant for Dynamo since, 
saw his national teammate Yevhen 
Konoplyanka join Sevilla, while he remained 
in Ukraine, serving the club he joined as a 
13-year-old. His rewards came with the 
league title last season, followed by progress 
from the group stage of the Champions 
League to the last-16 games against 
Manchester City this past February-March.

The games were huge for Dynamo and 
Yarmolenko, happy to be competing against 
an English team. The 26-year-old has 
played well against English Premier League 
(EPL) clubs in the past (12 previous match-
es, four with the national team) and hoped 
to make another positive impression. Two 
good performances against Manchester 
City may open the door for a move to the 
Premier League in the summer of 2016.

Yarmolenko inked a new contract with 
Dynamo Kyiv toward the end of last year, 
but is ready for the next chapter of his 
career if another club pays a transfer fee 
that Dynamo Kyiv President Igor Surkis is 
willing to accept. The Ukrainian desires to 
prove himself at the highest level of the 
sport, which translates to playing in either 
the EPL or Spain’s La Liga, the two elite 
European leagues.

Yarmolenko got a taste of European foot-
ball when Dynamo played England’s Stoke 
City in two UEFA Europa League games in 
2011. He enjoyed the physicality of play at 
the expense of the tactical aspect. He recog-
nized the entertainment aspect of the sport 
– stadiums always sold out and multibil-
lion-dollar television deals. This was an 
experience of an atmosphere far different 
from professional soccer in Ukraine.

The Ukrainian also has fond memories 
of the two matches versus Everton in 
March 2015, when Dynamo Kyiv went 
through to the quarterfinals of the Europa 
League, 6-4, on aggregate. Prior to the 
games, British reporters questioned 
Yarmolenko’s potential in the EPL should 
he join a club there, and he responded by 
setting up the lone goal in the first-leg 
match, then scoring in the 5-2 second-leg 
match win at home. He certainly let his per-
formance on the pitch speak for itself.

Yarmolenko has enjoyed much quality 
mentoring throughout his still-young 
career, from his first coach, Valery Gazzaev, 
to his current one, Serhiy Rebrov. There 
was also Andriy Shevchenko, his striker 
partner at Dynamo for a few early seasons. 
Shevchenko taught him how to finish off 
moves, to take note of the goaltender’s 
position and when to shoot high or aim low.

He tallied 18 goals and 19 assists in 
2014-2015, earning Ukrainian Premier 
League player of the year honors. Thus far 
this season he has scored 13 goals in 23 
games. He struggled with a knee injury dur-
ing the winter break, but was back in fine 
form against Manchester City.

For a while it seemed Yarmolenko would 
not be on the Dynamo roster for the Man 
City games after an unnamed Chinese club 
made an offer for him that reportedly 
exceeded the 50 million pounds that Jiangsu 

Suning had paid Shakhtar Donetsk for Alex 
Teixeira. Dynamo President Igor Surkis 
turned down the offer, claiming Yarmolenko 
was not interested in a move to China. 
Surkis had previously rebuffed English club 
Stoke’s inquiry regarding Yarmolenko’s ser-
vices, stating his Ukrainian striker should 
wait to join a better club.

Yarmolenko does not feel he missed out 
by staying with Dynamo Kyiv for the last 
nine years. He’s made solid progress every 
season and now considers himself a fin-
ished product.

He awaits his chance with a club that 
will offer him the opportunity to prove 
himself at the next level. He is grateful 
Dynamo shaped him into the player he is 
today and realizes he cannot depart the 
Ukrainian club without fair compensation 
in the form of a hefty transfer fee.

Regarding potential future destinations, 
Yarmolenko has expressed respect and 
admiration for coach Pep Guardiola who is 
set to take over at Manchester City in July. A 
proven winner guiding Barcelona and 
Bayern Munich in his brief coaching career, 
Guardiola has his sights on taking City to 
the top of the EPL. Could the UEFA 
Champions League last-16 match-up have 
been an audition for Yarmolenko?

Shevchenko joins 
Ukraine’s coaching sta� 
One of Ukraine’s biggest soccer stars has 

accepted an assistant coaching position 
with the country’s national team ahead of 
Euro 2016. Andriy Shevchenko replaced 
Olexandr Zavanov in the staffing change 
announced in mid-February. The former 
striker-supreme made 111 national 
appearances and is his country’s top goal 
scorer with 48 goals.

The now 39-year-old completed a two-
year program to obtain a UEFA pro license in 
March 2015 and will now be in the dugout 
when Ukraine takes on Germany, Northern 
Ireland and Poland in France this summer.

Shevchenko, who retired from playing in 
2012, enjoyed almost four years away from 
soccer. Returning to the sport as a coach he 
will bring to the position his experiences 
with coaches Valery Lobanovskyi, Carlo 
Ancelotti and Jose Mourinho. Combining 
this with coaching courses should shape his 
ideas and provide Shevchenko a personal 
vision of football.

A former winner of the Balon d’Or 
(European Footballer of the Year award), 
Shevchenko flourished in a distinguished 
playing career, thriving at AC Milan after 
establishing himself with Dynamo Kyiv.

He will assist in coaching the current 
crop of Ukrainian forwards, including 
Anatoliy Tymoschuk, Yarmolenko and 
Yevhen Konoplyanka. His first involvement 
with the squad was in friendlies against 
Cyprus and Wales in March 2016.

Shevchenko was previously approached 
to take charge of the national team in 2012, 
but refused, not having the requisite quali-
fications at the time.

Konoplyanka a jewel 
of continental football

It was the summer of the will-he-or-
won’t-he transfer saga for one very in-
demand Konoplyanka. Many European 
teams pursued the Ukrainian soccer star’s 
signature, especially with him available on 
a free transfer. The Spanish club Sevilla suc-
cessfully secured the midfielder’s services, 
resurrecting a deal that had seemingly col-
lapsed. After a shaky start, the 26-year-old 

found his legs and Sevilla’s head coach, 
Unai Emery, has seen the benefits of 
Konoplyanka’s fine form.

When Konoplyanka arrived in Spain, his 
newest employers referred to him as “one 
of the jewels of continental football.” It was 
a rather bold statement, but one that holds 
great truth.

Prior to 2014-2015 most soccer enthusi-
asts were not familiar with Dnipro 
Dnipropetrovsk. Last season the club expe-
rienced a meteoric rise, all the way to the 
Europa League final, only to be beaten by, 
coincidentally, Sevilla. Dnipro’s brightest 
star was one Yevhen Konoplyanka.

He scored only a single goal on the way 
to the final, but his influence on the Dnipro 
side was tremendous. No player completed 
more successful dribbles in the UEFA 
Europa League last season (35) and no 
player was fouled on more occasions than 
the Ukrainian forward (49).

Konoplyanka’s showing last season was 
simply a continuation of his stellar form in 
Europe. In the 2013-2014 UEFA Europa 
League he scored four goals and two 
assists, leading the tournament in dribbles 
(64). Although not known for high point 
totals in the Ukrainian Premier League – 
having never hit double digit goals or 
assists – his supreme abilities were no 
secret with many European powerhouses 
in the hunt for his talents.

Fi� ing in on the � ank
On his arrival in Andalucía, it was expect-

ed Konoplyanka would slot into the flank 
opposite Vitolo. Instead, coach Emery stayed 
loyal to last season’s starters with the 
Ukrainian import playing as a substitute.

Six matches in, Konoplyanka made an 
impression in a 2-1 loss to Manchester City, 
scoring and consistently threatening on 
offense. There was more of the same against 
Getafe, completing six dribbles, three key 
passes and drawing an 81st minute penalty.

A bit of a rough start by both player and 
club were quickly resolved. With Spain’s La 
Liga looking to be very competitive in 2015-
2016 and the perennial UEFA Champions 
League group of death to negotiate, Sevilla is 
in for a most challenging season. In 
Konoplyanka the club has one of the “jewels 
of continental football,” a true difference-
maker.

Konoplyanka has been described as a 
magician with the ball at his feet, as he 
showed in a mid-November 2015 match 
against Real Madrid. Using his awesome 
blend of razor-sharp ball control, changes 
of pace, lightning sharp agility to rapidly 
change direction and speed of thought, the 
Ukrainian proved a far too explosive and 
unpredictable opponent for Madrid’s right-

back, Danilo.
His impact in Sevilla’s 3-2 triumph was a 

statistical splendor: two assists, four key 
passes, six successfully completed dribbles, 
three shots and four interceptions.

Sevilla’s patience with its star signing 
has proven to be the correct strategy. The 
club gave Konoplyanka every chance to set-
tle into his new life in Spain and to get fully 
integrated into coach Emery’s squad, 
instead of thrusting him into the spotlight 
from the outset.

The club went to some extraordinary 
lengths to help the young Ukrainian foot-
baller adapt to his new home. Sevilla hired 
Dmitri Cheryshev in a coaching role, brought 
in Juan Candan as fitness coach (fluent in 
Russian after two years at CSKA Moscow) 
and signed Ukrainian forward Maryan Shved 
from Karpaty Lviv. Cheryshev and Candan 
helped Konoplyan ka through the language 
barrier in training, while Shved became his 
confidant and social partner.

The purposefully patient approach 
began to pay dividends. Konoplyanka may 
turn out to be Sevilla’s key man, such is his 
talent. His impressive three goals and four 
assists in only nine league starts and 14 sub 
appearances hint Konoplyanka may be one 
of the season’s best signings.

Chelsea rumors
Only a few months after Konoplyanka 

made the move from Dnipro to Sevilla, 
rumors of a move to the EPL had emerged 
with Chelsea being the latest suitor. The 
Ukrainian had been previously linked with 
a move to England in 2014 with Liverpool, 
among others, reportedly interested. It 
came as no surprise when he made the 
switch to Spain.

It was widely suggested that under-fire 
Chelsea coach Mourinho was keeping close 
tabs on Konoplyanka. His club struggling in 
their domestic campaign with talk of player 
unrest and dressing room turmoil, a revamp-
ing of the squad may be in the works. 
Konoplyanka and Shakhtar Donetsk players 
Alex Teixeira and Yarmolenko were suppos-
edly on the embattled coach’s wish-list.

Konoplyanka’s combination of dyna-
mism and strength would be welcome in 
Chelsea. Although he’s establishing himself 
with Sevilla, the Spanish club would not 
necessarily hang on to a player if there 
were profit to be made. After acquiring the 
Ukrainian on a free transfer in July 2015, 
club officials slapped a 40 million pound 
release clause in his contract. Chelsea 
would need to pay this amount to secure 
Konoplyanka’s services.

Ihor Stelmach may be reached at 
iman@sfgsports.com.

� e Shevchenko Scienti� c Society
invites its members to participate in the 

Society’s Annual Meeting with Reports, 
to be held

 Saturday, May 14, 2016 
Lunch at 12:00 noon

 Scholarly Sections, 1:00 p.m. to 2:30 p.m. 
Reports at 3:00 p.m.

  For additional information please call (212) 254-5130.

Shevchenko Scienti� c Society
63 Fourth Ave (between 9th & 10th Streets) 

New York, NY 10003
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PRAY FOR UKRAINE

Sunday, 
April 17, 2016, 

3:00 pm

 Ukrainian Catholic Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception
830 N. Franklin St., Philadelphia, Pa • 215-858-3006

Two part event:  Commemorative Concert - 30th Anniversary of 
 the Chernobyl disaster and prayers for Ukraine.
 Outdoors by the Church Bell Tower songs 
 and release of 20 doves for peace

Ukrainian Community Committee of Philadelphia
 (Громадський комітет)

JENKINTOWN, PA – Jonathan Peri will 
become the ninth president and first lay 
president of Manor College on Thursday, 
April 21. The 3 p.m. ceremony will take 
place in the Manor College auditorium (700 
Fox Chase Road in Jenkintown, PA 19046).

Leonard J. Mazur, chairman of the Manor 
College Board of Trustees and co-founder 
of Akrimax Pharmaceuticals, LLC, will con-
duct the investiture ceremony. Dennis 
McGrath, member of the Manor College 
Board of Trustees and president and CFO of 
Photomedex, will serve as the master of 
ceremonies. 

Special guests will include Archbishop 
Stefan Soroka, metropolitan of the 
Ukrainian Catholic Church in the U.S.; Jim 
Cawley, president and CEO of United Way 
of Greater Philadelphia and Southern New 
Jersey, and former lieutenant governor of 
Pennsylvania; and Don L. Francis, president 
of the Association for Independent Colleges 
and Universities.

In a historic move, Mr. Peri was selected 
on October 13, 2015, after an extensive 
national search by Manor College’s board, 
to become its first lay president; he started 
serving the college on November 16 of that 
year. He succeeds Sister Mary Cecilia 
Jurasinski, who served as president for 30 
years. Sister Cecilia continues at Manor as 
the director of the Ukrainian Heritage 
Studies Center. 

Prior to becoming president of Manor 
College, Mr. Peri served as vice-president 
and general counsel at Neumann University, 
where as a longstanding member of the 
executive team he was involved in major 
institutional decisions and strategic plan-
ning. Mr. Peri also served as director of the 

university’s Center for Leadership program, 
a venue for teaching ethical leadership, as 
well as on Neumann’s Board of Trustees 
Development Committee. Mr. Peri has also 
served on three state education-related 
boards, the State Board of Education, the 
Charter School Appeal Board and the TAP 
529 College Saving’s Advisory Board. He 
received his juris doctor degree from 
Widener University School of Law and is 
complet ing  Eastern  Univers i ty ’s 
Organizational Leadership Ph.D. program 
with a concentration in education. 

The Basilian Leadership Gala, an annual 
event that supports scholarships for Manor 
students, will follow the inaugural ceremo-
ny. The gala will start at 6 p.m. at the 

Manor College’s fi rst lay president
to be inaugurated on April 21

Jon Peri, Manor College’s new president.

(Continued on page 18)
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ПЛЕМ'Я ПЛАСТУНОК  „ПЕРШІ СТЕЖІ“
влаштовує

„ДЕННИЙ ТАБІР ПТАШАТ ПРИ ПЛАСТІ“
        для дітей від 4 до 6 років, які володіють 

(розуміють і розмовляють) українською мовою

• Дитині мусить виповнитися 4 роки до 31 серпня 2016 р. Винятків немає. 
• Дитина мусить мати всі приписані щеплення.
• Дитина, яка склала Заяву Вступу до новацтва, не може брати участи в таборaх для Пташат.

 Табір відбудеться на Союзівці  у двох групах:
• від неділі, 19 червня, до суботи, 25 червня 2016 р.
• від неділі, 26 червня, до суботи, 2 липня 2016 р.

У справі кімнат просимо порозуміватися безпосередньо з Адміністрацією Союзівки:
SOYUZIVKA, P. O. Box 529, 216 Foordmore Road, Kerhonkson, NY 12446

                         (845) 626-5641;  www. Soyuzivka.com;  Fax: 845-626-4638

• Tаборова оплата: $140.00 ($20.00 незворотні); оплата за два тижні 270.00 дол.
• Зголошення і таборову оплату (чек, виписаний на Plast – Pershi Stezhi) надсилати до: 

 Mrs. Oresta Fedyniak, 2626 W. Walton Ave., Chicago, IL 60622
                       Tel.: 773 486-0394 (від 8:00 до 10:00 ранку)

• Реченець зголошень: 16 травня 2016 р.  •  Після реченця зголошень не приймаємо.
• Лікарську посвідку НЕ пересилати з анкетою зголошення. Просимо передати при       
   реєстрації.

КАРТА ЗГОЛОШЕННЯ НА ТАБІР ПТАШАТ-2016
Ім’я і прізвище дитини ....................................................................................................................

                        по-українськи і по-англійськи

Дата народження ...............................................................................................................................
Адреса ....................................................................................................................................................
Телефон .................................................... E-mail ..............................................................................

     Просимо залучити посвідку дати народження дитини, яку вперше вписуєтe на табір
     ☐ від 19 червня до 25 червня 2016 р.  ☐ від 26 червня до 2 липня 2016 р.
     Розмір таборової сорочинки дитини: ☐ 6-8,  ☐10-12,    ☐14-16.
     ☐ Залучую чек на суму $..............           ☐ Резервую кімнату на Союзівці

................................................................................................................................................................
ім’я і прізвище матері (подати дівоче прізвище)

Завваги ................................................................................................................................................
................................................................................................................................................................
................................................................................................................................................................
 ...............................................................................................................Підпис батька або матері

tural sector alone, is estimated to cause 
35-40 percent of all environmental degra-
dation.”

The most serious problems, though, are 
associated with stockpiles of toxic and haz-
ardous wastes all across Ukraine. Toxic 
industrial wastes, from now defunct indus-
trial enterprises, are haphazardly ‘contained’ 
at numerous locations. They contaminate 
the local groundwater supplies and, with 
each storm or flood event, routinely over-
flow into nearby streams and pollute drink-
ing water supplies, severely degrade and 
contaminate the aquatic ecology, and affect 
the drinking water supply of the numerous 
small downstream communities. 

Just one example of the many serious 
environmental problems that Ukraine faces 
is to be found in Kalush, a city of about 
65,000 in the foothills of the Carpathian 
Mountains in the Ivano-Frankivsk Oblast. 
Kalush has grown around potash mining, 
and is situated roughly between Stryi and 
Ivano-Frankivsk, on the Limnytsia River, 
which is a tributary to the Dnister.

Kalush is also at the heart of a massive 
environmental corruption problem. Several 
hundred million cubic feet of salty mining 

wastewater from an open pit mine for pot-
ash, which is used mostly in fertilizers, are 
stored there in a shallow sludge pond. Also, 
the decaying remains of thousands of tons of 
toxic sludge at a nearby dump site are seep-
ing into groundwater and tributaries of the 
Dnister River, the water supply for some 10 
million people in western Ukraine and 
Moldova. The sludge contains the cancer-
causing chemical hexachlorobenzine [HCB].

The EPA has looked into this matter and 
has stated that people who drink water 
containing HCB well in excess of the maxi-
mum contaminant level for many years 
“could experience liver or kidney problems, 
reproductive difficulties and increased risk 
of cancer.” HCB is very toxic to aquatic 
organisms. It will cause long-term adverse 
effects in the aquatic environment because 
it is persistent in the environment and rela-
tively insoluble in water. 

Risk of toxic bioaccumulation for many 
aquatic species in the food chain is high. 
Chronic oral exposure in humans has been 
shown to give rise to a liver disease skin 
lesions with discoloration, ulceration thy-
roid effects, bone effects and loss of hair. 
Neurological changes have been reported 
in rodents exposed to HCB. Because it was 
so toxic, HCB was banned from use in fun-
gicides by the United States in 1966.

President Viktor Yanukovych threw hun-

dreds of millions of hryvni at the Kalush 
problem, even giving the area “emergency 
status” for being an “ecological disaster 
zone.” But regional prosecutors, local gov-
ernment officials, non-governmental work-
ers and environmentalists in Kalush allege 
a massively corrupt clean-up scheme. The 
Yanukovych administration, with help from 
the company and its local subsidiary 
responsible for the clean-up of the hazard-
ous waste at the sites, designed a complex 
scheme to launder money and illegally 
profit, in the form of kickbacks, without 
fully removing the toxic waste and cleaning 
the site according to standards. 

For example, the bidding process for the 
contract turned out to be a sole source 
award of nearly $100 million, and was over-
seen by the Ministry of the Environment, 
then headed by Nikolai Zlochevskiy. A single 
firm, the SI Group, effectively gained a 
monopoly on the disposal of hazardous 
substances in Ukraine. 

In January 2014, Ukraine’s State 
Ecological Inspection reported that 33,500 
tons of soil had been collected, stored and 
exported from the Kalush sites between 
2010 and 2013. They reported that the per-
centage of HCB in the remaining soil was 
reduced by 50 percent of previous levels. Of 
course, that figure is meaningless because 
it doesn’t address the absolute levels and 

(Continued from page 6)

Ukraine’s afflicted... concentrations that are required to be in 
compliance with health regulations. 

Independent tests completed in 2014 by 
the Organized Crime and Corruption 
Reporting Project (OCCRP) found levels of 
HCB soil contamination several thousand 
times the legal limit. While the Ivano-
Frankivsk Oblast boasts some of the lowest 
rates of cancer in Ukraine, at 223-244 cases 
per 100,000 people, by contrast the city of 
Kalush and its immediate environs show 
some of the worst, at 293 cases per 100,000. 
Officials at the local clinic say many resi-
dents also suffer respiratory problems.

Aside from more aggressive controls on 
obvious corruption, such as that associated 
with Kalush, which is but one small exam-
ple, what can more can be done? On 
February 25, the Verkhovna Rada 
Committee on Environmental Policy, Nature 
Use and Liquidation of Consequences of the 
Chornobyl Disaster issued a positive conclu-
sion on the draft law 2009a “On 
Environmental Impact Assessment” that 
introduces a European model of prelimi-
nary assessment of environmental impact of 
various types of activities that cause adverse 
environmental impacts. Ukraine has been 
waiting for this law for over 10 years.

The absence of a publicly transparent 
environmental impact assessment process 
causes catastrophic, often irreversible, con-
sequences for human lives when large 
investment projects with potentially harmful 
ecological and human health consequences 
are not publically vetted. This is particularly 
important in the case of Ukraine, since much 
of Ukraine’s natural resources and factories 
are state-owned, and managed by minis-
tries. This is one of the principal factors in 
widespread corruption – decisions are made 
without public input by a narrow circle of 
bureaucrats who are appointed by the presi-
dent and the prime minister and are not 
accountable to the public. 

The ancillary effects of corruption has 
led to severe environmental degradation 
and serious public health deterioration. 
Today the situation in Ukraine can be char-
acterized as life without control over one’s 
destiny. The public has no clear idea of 
what kind of factory is being constructed in 
their neighborhood, or why children inex-
plicably get sick, or why the level of cancer 
is the highest in Europe and why average 
life expectancy is the lowest among devel-
oped nations. 

In the United States, it took a decade for 
the National Environmental Policy Act 
(NEPA), passed in 1969, and its associated 
requirements for environmental impact 
statements to change the trajectory of eco-
logically harmful federal actions. Ukraine 
has been very slow to adopt a comparable 
law. The Parliament must act to stem 
Ukraine’s rapidly declining public health 
and the degradation of ecosystems. Such a 
law will also help to stem corrupt practices. 

Ukrainian Educational and Cultural Center 
on Cedar Road in Jenkintown, Pa., and tick-
ets can be purchased at www.manor.edu/
inauguration. The public is invited to 
attend both events. For more information 
on the inauguration and to purchase gala 
tickets visit www.manor.edu/inauguration.

Located in suburban Philadelphia, Manor 
College was founded in 1947 by the 
Ukrainian Sisters of St. Basil the Great. It is a 
private two-year institution offering trans-
fer and career-oriented programs to tradi-
tional age and adult students. Manor offers 
over 30 academic programs within three 
academic divisions, Allied Health, Science 
and Mathematics; Business, Technology and 
Legal Studies; and Liberal Arts. 

(Continued from page 16)

Manor College’s...
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April 19 Presentation by journalist Peter Pomeranzev about the
New York Russian propaganda war and Ukraine, The Ukrainian
 Museum, 212-228-0110 or www.ukrainianmuseum.org

April 19 Ukrainian Days advocacy event, Ukrainian National 
Washington Information Service, Central and East European 
 Coalition, Capitol Hill, 202-547-0018 or unis@ucca.org

April 21 Presentation by Vasyl Kosiv, “Images from Imagination: 
New York Ukrainian Identity in the Graphic Design of the USSR 
 and the Diaspora, 1945-1989,” Columbia University, 
 212-854-4697

April 22 Fund-raiser meeting with Oles Yanchuk, with film clip 
Whippany, NJ from “The Secret Diary of Symon Petlura,” Ukrainian
 Congress Committee of America, Ukrainian American
 Cultural Center of New Jersey, www.uaccnj.org 

April 22 Film night commemorating the 1986 Chornobyl disaster,
New York featuring the film, “The Russian Woodpecker,” The Ukrainian
 Museum, 212-228-0110 or www.ukrainianmuseum.org

April 23 Yonkers Volleyball Tournament, 
Yonkers, NY roman.kozicky@gmail.com or 914-589-2078

April 23 Pysanka Ukrainian Easter Egg Workshop, 
Toronto Ukrainian National Foundation,
 Toronto@unfcanada.ca or 416-249-0907

April 23 Pysanka workshop, Ukrainian American Youth 
New York Association, www.cym.org/us-nyc or 212-473-3467

April 23 Ukrainian Easter Bazaar, Holy Trinity Ukrainian 
Kerhonkson, NY Catholic Church, 845-647-6911

April 23 Roundtable discussion with Marian J. Rubchak, “New
New York Imaginaries: Youthful Reinvention of Ukraine’s Cultural
 Paradigm,” Shevchenko Scientific Society,  212-254-5130

April 24 Book presentation by Marta Bohachevsky-Chomiak, 
New York “When the Forest was Our Father,” The Ukrainian 
 Museum, 212-228-0110 or www.ukrainianmuseum.org

April 25 Presentation by John LeDonne, “Hetmans and Regimental
Cambridge, MA Colonels in the 18th-Century Hetmanate: Genealogies
 and Integration,” Harvard University, http://huri.harvard.edu

April 25 Illustrated book presentation by Martha Bohachevsky 
New York Chomiak, of “When the Forest was Our Father” by Maria 
 Labunka, The Ukrainian Museum, 212-228-0110 or 
 www.ukrainianmuseum.org

April 25 Fund-raising dinner to help Ukraine’s wounded warriors 
Centreville, VA and internally displaced women and children, United 
 Help Ukraine, Centreville United Methodist Church, 
 http://unitedhelpukraine.org

April 26 Presentation by Frank Sysyn, “The Sacralization of the 
New York Holodomor: The Role of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church 
 in the U.S.A. and the Memorial Church in Bound Brook,”
 Columbia University, 212-854-4697

April 26 Commemorative service marking the 30th anniversary 
Montreal of the Chornobyl disaster, Ukrainian Canadian Congress, 
 Cathedral Marie-Reine du Monde, 514-945-7162

April 27 Canadian Forces Appreciation Evening, Ukrainian National
Toronto Federation Trident Banquet Hall and Conference
 Center, 416-925-2770 or info@unfcanada.ca

April 28 Presentation with David Holloway and Magdalena Stawkowski,
Stanford, CA “Chornobyl: 30 Years After,” with film  screening of “The 
 Russian Woodpecker,” Stanford University, 650-725-2563
 or creeesinfo@stanford.edu

Entries in “Out and About” are listed free of charge. Priority is given to events 
advertised in The Ukrainian Weekly. However, we also welcome submissions 
from all our readers. Items will be published at the discretion of the editors 
and as space allows. Please send e-mail to mdubas@ukrweekly.com.

JACQUES HNIZDOVSKY
 PRINTS  DRAWINGS  PAINTINGS
William Greenbaum Fine Prints has been in business now 
for more than 50 years. We currently have 50 signed prints 
by Mr. Hnizdovsky for sale and we are seeking to purchase 

more of his prints as well as his drawings and paintings.

ALL PRINTS NOW ILLUSTRATED ONLINE AT:
 www.greenbaumprints.com

Please email us at wngreenbaum@verizon.net
or phone us at 508-284-7036. 

William Greenbaum Fine Prints
98 South Street

Rockport, MA 01966 
Open By Appointment 

Member: International Fine Print Dealers Association
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PREVIEW OF EVENTS
Thursday, April 21
NEW YORK: Please join the Ukrainian 
Studies Program at the Harriman Institute, 
Columbia University, for a presentation by 
Vasyl Kosiv (Lviv National Academy of Arts, 
visiting Fulbright Scholar) titled “Images 
from Imagination: Ukrainian Identity in the 
Graphic Design of the USSR and the 
Diaspora, 1945-1989.” His talk will examine 
how Soviet institutions and communities in 
the diaspora communicated a vision or a 
dream, nostalgically based on the past that 
did not exist anymore, or a future that was to 
come. The presentation will take place at 4 
p.m. in Room 1219, International Affairs 
Building, 420 W. 118th St. The event is free 
and open to the public. For additional infor-
mation call 212-854-4697.
Saturday, April 23 

NEW YORK: The Shevchenko Scientific 
Society invites all to a roundtable discussion 
of Dr. Marian J. Rubchak’s book “New 
Imaginaries: Youthful Reinvention of 
Ukraine’s Cultural Paradigm” (Berghahn 
Books, 2015), a collection of offerings from 
Ukraine’s new generation of feminist schol-
ars. The volume is dedicated to the women of 
the Maidan. Dr. Rubchak, editor and transla-
tor, will introduce her book, its significance 
and the process of its production. Joining her 
will be discussant Dr. Martha Kichorowska 
Kebalo, author of the foreword; Ella Lamarkh, 
research fellow at the Woodrow Wilson 
Center in Washington; and Emily Channel-
Justice, a graduate of CUNY Graduate Center 
of Anthropology, preparing to defend her dis-
sertation on “Ukraine’s (Euro)Maidan…” The 
roundtable will take place at the society’s 
building, 63 Fourth Ave. (between Ninth and 
10th streets) at 5 p.m. For additional informa-
tion call 212-254-5130.
Tuesday, April 26 

NEW YORK: Please join the Ukrainian 
Studies Program at the Harriman Institute, 
Columbia University, for a presentation by 
Prof. Frank E. Sysyn (University of Alberta, 
Canadian Institute of Ukrainian studies) titled 

“The Sacralization of the Holodomor: The 
Role of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church in the 
U.S.A. and the Memorial Church in Bound 
Brook.” Prof. Sysyn’s paper concentrates on 
the role of sacralizing the Holodomor and the 
representation of those who died as martyrs, 
with special reference to the erection of the 
Memorial Church. It also addresses ques-
tions of when the interpretation of the Great 
Famine as a Ukrainian national tragedy 
arose and how many victims were estimated 
to have died. The presentation will take 
place at 2 p.m. in Room 1201, International 
Affairs Building, 420 W. 118th St. The event 
is free and open to the public. For additional 
information call 212-854-4697.
Friday, May 4

WASHINGTON: The George Washington 
University will host a lecture by Dr. Serhii 
Plokhii, director of the Harvard Ukrainian 
Research Institute, titled “Empire Strikes 
Back: The Ukraine Crisis in Historical 
Perspective.” The lecture is open to the pub-
lic and will be held at 4 p.m., at 1957 E St. 
NW, Room 505. For further information 
e-mail lmchalupa@gwu.edu.
Saturday, May 7

WHIPPANY, N.J.: Iskra Ukrainian Dance 
Ensemble and Academy invite everyone to 
help them raise money for their 20th anniver-
sary concert at a “Dinner and a Show” fund-
raiser at the Ukrainian American Cultural 
Center of New Jersey (UACCNJ). The event, 
which starts at 6:30 p.m., will feature a buffet 
dinner, a basket auction and performances by 
Iskra Ukrainian Dance Ensemble, Lilia and 
Alex Chudolij, Olya Fryz, Oles Kuzyszyn and 
Stefan Szkafarowsky. The UACCNJ is located 
at 60 N. Jefferson Road, Whippany NJ 07981. 
Ticket prices are $45 for those age 16 and 
older, $20 for children age 6-15, and free for 
children 5 and under. All tickets are advance 
sale only; no tickets will be available at the 
door. To order tickets e-mail IskraBoard@
gmail.com by April 25. For up-to-date event 
information, readers may visit www.isk-
radance.weebly.com or www.facebook.com/
events/1690423954504742.
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