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Benefit luncheon in New Jersey highlights ongoing work of UCU
by Matthew Dubas

WEST ORANGE, N.J. – More than 100 
people from New York, New Jersey, 
Connecticut and Pennsylvania gathered on 
May 15 at The Manor Restaurant for an 
afternoon luncheon benefitting the 
Ukrainian Catholic University in Lviv. 

The event featured special guest speak-
ers Prof. Yaroslav Hrytsak and Dr. Boris 
Lushniak, and was sponsored by the New 
Jersey Friends of the Ukrainian Catholic 
University (UCU) and the Ukrainian 
Catholic Education Foundation (UCEF).

The Rev. Stepan Bilyk of St. John the 
Baptist Ukrainian Catholic Church in 
Whippany, N.J., led the gathering in an 
opening prayer, and community activist 
Ihor Zwarycz served as master of ceremo-
nies.

Alex Kuzma, chief development officer of 
UCEF, in his statement of greeting under-
scored that that UCU is a “pioneering insti-

(Continued on page 4)
Members of the Ukrainian National Women’s League of America, a longtime partner of the Ukrainian Catholic University and a 

supporter of the UCU Rehabilitation Center.

Roman Verhnyak

Nadiya Savchenko freed after 709 days in captivity
by Zenon Zawada

KYIV – Nadiya Savchenko, the former 
Ukrainian military pilot who was kid-
napped by pro-Russian forces on Ukrainian 
territory in June 2014, was released to 
Ukraine on May 25 after nearly two years 
in captivity during which she endured what 
is globally recognized as a show trial that 
convicted her on false charges of complicity 
in murder. 

The 35-year-old native of Kyiv became 
Ukraine’s internationally recognized symbol 
in the war against Russia as the public 
learned of the nefarious nature of her cap-
ture by Donbas terrorists who surrendered 
her to Russian officials, the torture she 
endured in prison, her repeated hunger 
strikes that brought her to the brink of death 
and the rigged criminal trial that exposed 
the extreme corruption of Russian courts.

Upon arriving at Boryspil International 
Airport near the capital, she was greeted by 
her mother, Maria, and sister, Vira, offered a 
few remarks before journalists, before 
heading to the Presidential Administration, 
where she was presented with the highest 
state honor, the Golden Star of the Hero of 
Ukraine award, for her unbreakable will, 
civic bravery and sacrificial service to the 
Ukrainian people.

“For 709 long days, we worried, prayed, 
actively worked and organized protests to 
gain what happened on this present day. A 
day when hope returned to Ukraine – 
Nadiya Savchenko and hope – and the firm 

faith in our victory,” said Ukrainian 
President Petro Poroshenko, playing on 
words that referred to the meaning of the 
names of both Nadiya (hope) and her sister, 
Vira (faith). 

“Just as we returned Nadiya, we will also 
return the Donbas and Crimea under 
Ukrainian sovereignty,” the president said 

with Ms. Savchenko at his side. He made a 
special effort to thank a series of govern-
ments that stood firmly with him in 
demanding Ms. Savchenko’s immediate 
release and return.

In her subsequent remarks, Ms. 
Savchenko immediately thanked the public, 
both in Ukraine and the world. “If the peo-

ple had not spoken, then the politicians 
would have done nothing,” she said. 
“There’s probably a purpose to democracy 
in that the people spoke and were heard.”

She thanked all the Ukrainian soldiers, 
both alive and dead, and awkwardly apolo-

(Continued on page 8)

Nadiya Savchenko is mobbed by the news media upon her arrival at Boryspil International Airport in Kyiv on May 25.
Mikhail Palinchak/UNIAN
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Russia, Putin named in MH17 claim 

STRASBOURG, France – A law firm in 
Australia has filed a compensation claim 
against Russia and President Vladimir 
Putin on behalf of victims of Malaysia 
Airlines Flight 17 (MH17), shot down in 
2014. Reports on May 21 said 33 next of 
kin were named in the claim filed on May 9 
by the law firm LHD Lawyers in the 
European Court of Human Rights, based in 
Strasbourg, France. It seeks $10 million in 
compensation per passenger. The jetliner 
crashed in Ukraine in Russia-backed sepa-
ratist-held territory on July 17, 2014, killing 
all 298 people on board, including 28 
Australians. The aircraft, flying from 
Amsterdam to Kuala Lumpur, was shot 
down by a Russian-made surface-to-air 
missile, the Dutch Safety Board concluded 
in its final report late last year. The board 
was not empowered to address questions 
of responsibility. Fighting was raging in 
eastern Ukraine between Russian-backed 
separatists and Ukrainian government forc-
es when the aircraft was downed and many 
Western experts and governments blamed 
the rebels. “So far we don’t have [such 
information]” Kremlin spokesman Dmitry 
Peskov told the Interfax news agency when 
asked to comment on reports of the com-
pensation claim. (RFE/RL, based on report-
ing by Reuters and Interfax)

Seven Ukrainian soldiers killed

KYIV – Ukraine said on May 24 that 
seven of its servicemen were been killed 
and nine others wounded in the country’s 
east during the previous 24 hours. National 
Security and Defense Council Chairman 
Oleksandr Turchynov said on May 24 that 
it is the highest number of casualties in the 
region in a single day during 2016. Mr. 
Turchynov said Russia-backed separatists 
had intensified attacks on government 
troops using heavy weapons and accused 
Moscow of doing everything to “torpedo a 
peaceful way to solve the conflict.” 
Meanwhile, separatists accused govern-
ment forces of shelling the western out-
skirts of Donetsk late on May 23, damaging 
eight residential buildings. The statements 
came as the leaders of Russia, France, 
Germany and Ukraine spoke by telephone 
on May 24 about ways to settle the conflict. 
Fighting between Ukrainian government 

forces and Russia-backed separatists in 
eastern Ukraine has killed more than 9,300 
people since April 2014. A February 2015 
ceasefire agreement brokered by France 
and Germany in Minsk has helped reduce 
the violence, but sporadic clashes have con-
tinued. (RFE/RL, based on reporting by 
AFP, Reuters and Interfax)

Leaders discuss ways to settle conflict 

PRAGUE – The leaders of Russia, France, 
Germany and Ukraine spoke by telephone 
on May 24 about ways to settle the conflict 
in eastern Ukraine. The Kremlin said Russia 
offered proposals which it “coordinated” 
with Russia-backed separatists on holding 
elections in the Donbas region and granting 
amnesty to combatants in the conflict. After 
the call, the leaders issued a statement 
“recalling their commitment to the Minsk 
peace accords and their determination to 
do everything to ensure they are imple-
mented in full as quickly as possible,” 
according to French President Francois 
Hollande’s office. The Kremlin said the 
leaders emphasized the need to observe a 
ceasefire and discussed raising the efficien-
cy of a monitoring mission by the 
Organization for Security and Cooperation 
in Europe. The Kremlin said the leaders 
discussed giving the OSCE mission addi-
tional powers. (RFE/RL, based on report-
ing by AP, AFP and TASS)  

Tatar activist reported missing 

KYIV – Crimean Tatar activist Ervin 
Ibragimov has gone missing, his colleagues 
say. Nariman Celal, deputy chairman of the 
Crimean Tatars’ self-governing body, the 
Mejlis, told RFE/RL on May 25 that Mr. 
Ibragimov disappeared overnight. Mr. 
Ibragimov’s relatives have not been able to 
locate him. Crimea’s Russia-controlled 
authorities have not given any official state-
ments regarding the activist’s fate. Mr. 
Ibragimov is a former Bakhchysarai City 
Council deputy and a member of the execu-
tive committee of the World’s Congress of 
the Crimean Tatars. Several Crimean Tatars 
went missing after Russia forcibly annexed 
the Ukrainian peninsula in March 2014. 
Some of them were later found dead. The 
majority of the Crimean Tatars, the peninsu-

(Continued on page 14)

 ANALYSIS

by Pavel K. Baev
Eurasia Daily Monitor

The need to keep the channels of dialogue 
open with an unpredictable Russia is taken 
as an absolute imperative by many Western 
politicians. But they are often surprised 
when this tactic backfires. The foreign affairs 
ministers of the member states of the North 
Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) held 
talks on May 19–20 in preparation for the 
July summit in Warsaw. They agreed to con-
vene a meeting of the NATO-Russia Council 
in order to clear any possible misunder-
standings with Moscow on the decisions to 
be taken (Kommersant, May 21). 

However, NATO Secretary General Jens 
Stoltenberg was quite upset by Russian 
Foreign Affairs Minister Sergei Lavrov’s 
undiplomatically rude, negative response 
(RIA Novosti, May 20). Mr. Stoltenberg cer-
tainly understands Moscow’s need to 
express its displeasure over Montenegro’s 
accession to the alliance, which confirms 
that NATO enlargement continues (Gazeta.
ru, May 19). Yet, it is apparently a surprise 
that the Russian government sees no point 
in talking if there is no opportunity to 
exploit splits in the West’s unity – or to 
score points for President Vladimir Putin.

Moscow’s lack of interest in discussing 
issues of crucial importance in its current 
confrontation with the West is particularly 
striking in the area of strategic arms control 
(RBC, May 22). Russia has not withdrawn 
yet from such key frameworks as START III 
(“New” START – 2011) or the Intermediate-
Range Nuclear Forces (INF) Treaty (1988), 
but it refuses to engage in any dialogue that 
could bridge the obvious gap in the under-
standing of strategic stability. Mr. Putin 
describes the United States’ newly opened 
missile defense base in Romania as a direct 
threat to Russia (see Eurasia Daily Monitor, 
May 12), although facts on the ground fail to 
justify such claims (Novaya Gazeta, May 19). 
Russia is committed to boosting spending 
on modernizing its strategic forces in the 
next six years, while the severe economic 
recession seriously undermines such plans 
(Nezavisimaya Gazeta, May 18).

The Kremlin pointedly refuses to discuss 
the de-escalation of tensions in the Baltic 
area, where dangerous aerial incidents occur 
every week (Politcom.ru, May 19). In con-
trast, Mr. Putin shows great enthusiasm in 
talking to Asian leaders, and the recent Sochi 
summit between Russia and the countries of 
the Association of Southeast Asian Nations 
(ASEAN) was trumpeted as a great success 
of Russian foreign policy (Kommersant, May 
19). In fact, the substance of these conversa-
tions was quite thin, and Russia’s vaunted 
“Asian pivot” is increasingly reduced to sup-
plying more arms and granting more eco-
nomic concessions to China. 

But even this extra-strategic partnership 
is not progressing as promised (Carnegie.
ru, May 19). For Asian leaders, Russia’s 
readiness to sacrifice economic moderniza-
tion for the sake of geopolitical ambitions is 
quite astounding. Thus, Moscow’s hopes to 
regain access to the Vietnamese naval base 
in Cam Ranh Bay have a slim chance of 
coming true (Nezavisimaya Gazeta, May 
20). Japanese Prime Minister Shinzō Abe 
thought that the grim economic reality 
would compel Moscow to accept his offer 
of a “new approach” to the problem of the 
disputed Kurile Islands in order to revive 
the faltering “pivot” (see EDM, May 9), but 
Mr. Putin found it opportune to use the 
meeting with ASEAN to assert that no 
changes in his inflexible stance are in the 
cards (Lenta.ru, May 20).

One theme Moscow is keen to discuss 
with the West is the management of the war 
in Syria, and the preferred format is bilateral 

talks between Mr. Lavrov and U.S. Secretary 
of State John Kerry (Nezavisimaya Gazeta, 
May 18). Russia is looking for opportunities 
to take advantage of the U.S. commitment to 
preserving the ceasefire, so Russian Defense 
Minister Sergei Shoigu offered an idea to 
execute joint airstrikes, adding a veiled 
threat that Russian bombers would be tar-
geting all opposition groups not partaking in 
the Geneva talks (Kommersant, May 20). 
The idea was duly rejected. But Washington 
is hard-pressed to find a strategy that would 
ensure a defeat of the Islamic State without 
granting more control to the brutal regime 
of President Bashar al-Assad, heavily backed 
by Moscow (RBC, May 20). One turn of 
events that could change the course of 
Russia’s intervention would be a crash of a 
Russian military aircraft due to over-
stretched logistics – particularly as the track 
record of technical failures in the Russian air 
force keeps gaining new entries every 
month (Newsru.com, May 21).

A massive problem that overwhelmingly 
shapes the confrontation with the West is 
Russia’s “hybrid war” against Ukraine. More 
and more, Moscow appears tired of talking 
about it, even though the Minsk peace pro-
cess is clearly going nowhere (Kommersant, 
May 12). Ukrainian President Petro 
Poroshenko argues that by fighting against 
Russian aggression, his country is, in fact, 
shielding Europe from barbarism and tyr-
anny (RBC, May 21). This discourse rings 
true in many Western capitals. 

And despite a pronounced “Ukraine 
fatigue” and a desire to mitigate the con-
frontation with Russia in many European 
political circles, sanctions will almost cer-
tainly be prolonged and fine-tuned during 
the upcoming European Council meeting at 
the end of June (Rossiiskaya Gazeta, May 
19). Meanwhile, the G-7 summit in Japan 
was set to reconfirm the position on sanc-
tions, and Moscow is still bitter about its 
expulsion from this club two years ago due 
to Russia’s illegal annexation of Crimea 
(Moscow Echo, May 20).

The list of topics for meaningful conversa-
tions between the West and Russia is thus 
becoming quite short indeed – particularly 
as there is little value added from Moscow’s 
disapproval of North Korea’s erratic behav-
ior, while discussions over the Iranian nucle-
ar program are essentially over. Russia’s 
intention to exacerbate every possible prob-
lem inside the European Union is overly 
transparent, and its eager anticipation of the 
United Kingdom’s choice to leave the EU is 
typical in this regard (Ezhednevny Zhurnal, 
May 19). Even Russia’s closest allies, such as 
Belarus, find the exchanges increasingly dis-
agreeable as Moscow resorts yet again to 
energy blackmail in order to secure the con-
sent for building airbases and deploying 
Iskander missiles (Gazeta.ru, May 16).

The fundamental political belief in the 
inherent benefit of maintaining open dia-
logue with an opponent may be seriously 
misplaced in Mr. Putin’s case. He cannot be 
dissuaded from using war as an instrument 
of policy, because only war provides justifica-
tion for his regime. Nor can he be persuaded 
to choose what is best for Russia, because his 
regime is corrupt and the loyal security ser-
vices (siloviki) are wrangling over the 
shrinking loot. Even the most no-nonsense 
talks cannot reduce the unpredictability of 
Russia’s behavior, because the country is 
going through spasms of angst and anger. A 
sincere Western commitment to dialogue 
could become a means of fooling itself – and 
Mr. Putin is certainly a great help in that.

 
The article above is reprinted from 

Eurasia Daily Monitor with permission from 
its publisher, the Jamestown Foundation, 
www.jamestown.org.

The futility of dialogue with Putin
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Ukraine develops its case against elections in the ‘people’s republics’
by Vladimir Socor

Eurasia Daily Monitor

The “Normandy” powers’ (Ukraine, 
Germany, France, Russia) latest meeting, in 
Berlin on May 11, which failed to address 
Ukraine’s concerns, has stiffened Kyiv’s 
refusal to go along with local elections in the 
Donetsk and Luhansk “peoples’ republics” 
(DPR, LPR). That territory is Ukrainian de 
jure but Russian-occupied de facto. The 
Minsk II armistice prescribes those elections, 
but does not obligate Ukraine to consent to 
their staging or recognize their outcome.

Russia presses for those elections to 
legitimize its DPR-LPR proxies. Key Western 
powers, in varying degrees and for varying 
considerations, are leaning on Ukraine to go 
along with quick-fix elections there (dead-
lines have moved from December 2015 to 
July 2016 and, now, beyond that). For the 
first time since 1991, Western diplomacy 
considers legitimizing armed secessionists 
in Europe’s East through elections by agree-
ment with Russia, on Russia’s terms. If 
staged and validated, such elections would 
turn Russia’s aggression against Ukraine 
into an internal problem of Ukraine. The 
DPR-LPR would become “popularly elected” 
structures, with a special status vis-à-vis 
Ukraine, though under Russia’s protection 
at the same time. The result would make it 
possible for all powers to claim that this 
conflict has found its political solution and 
to move on.

Staging pseudo-elections could provide a 
pseudo-solution to Russia’s aggression in 
Ukraine’s east. But those elections would 
need to seem legal, even quasi-democratic if 
at all possible; and they could not serve their 
intended purpose if staged without Ukraine’s 
consent and participation. While held in 
Russian-controlled territory, they need to 
qualify officially as “Ukrainian elections.”

Ukraine’s president, government and 
national deputies are displaying growing 
resolve (as civil society and expert circles 
had all along) in resisting pressures and 
entreaties to authorize those local elec-
tions. Following the Normandy Group’s 
May 11 meeting, Kyiv has added new con-

ditionalities, on top of its pre-existing con-
ditionalities, for Ukraine’s acquiescence 
and participation in those elections. The 
new set of conditions is security-related, a 
natural response to the Normandy meet-
ing’s indifference to Kyiv’s concerns in that 
regard (see accompanying article).

President Petro Poroshenko and Foreign 
Affairs Minister Pavlo Klimkin in recent 
days have listed the following security-
related prerequisites, “without which it is 
impossible to talk about preparations for 
local elections” (UNIAN, Ukrinform, May 
11, 14, 16, 19):

 • a durable ceasefire (a pre-existing con-
ditionality on Ukraine’s part);

 • a commitment to introduce an armed 
police mission of the Organization for 
Security and Cooperation in Europe (OSCE) 
to provide security for the elections, with 
full access throughout the territory not con-
trolled by Ukrainian authorities, including 
the Ukrainian side of the DPR-LPR-
controlled border with Russia;

 • a stop to the cross-border flow of 
arms, troops and military cargos from 
Russia to the DPR-LPR;

 • the verified pullback and withdrawal 
of Russian heavy weaponry and troops 
from that territory to Russia;

 • the full demilitarization of the territo-
ry, under the oversight of an international 
security mission.

According to Mr. Poroshenko (meeting 
with the G-7 ambassadors in Kyiv) and Mr. 
Klimkin (speaking to the Council of 
Europe’s Committee of Ministers), those are 
among the basic security requirements for 
local elections to be held in that territory.

Russia, in word or deed, accepts none of 
those prerequisites. The key Western pow-
ers support a durable ceasefire, but want 
the elections to be staged even if the other 
prerequisites are not met.

In the Ukrainian Parliament, a critical 
mass of deputies reject quick-fix elections 
that would legitimize the existing situation 
in the Russian-controlled territory. A fresh 
nuance has appeared in this argument, sim-
ilar to that of the executive branch: namely, 
that secure conditions up to “de-occupa-

tion” must precede the elections. If and 
when held, those elections should mark the 
restoration of Ukrainian sovereignty as the 
final step in the political resolution process. 
Parliamentary leaders of the People’s 
Front, Samopomich and Batkivshchyna 
have advocated for this sequence in recent 
days (Ukrinform, UNIAN, May 10, 17, 20). 
Conversely, the German government and 
the administration of U.S. President Barack 
Obama regard those elections as an urgent 
priority, the foundation to a “political solu-
tion” or even its equivalent.

The argument of “security before elec-
tions” is one that supplements Kyiv’s earlier 
focus on the need for legal and democratic 
prerequisites to elections in that territory. 
Following the February 12, 2015, Minsk II 
armistice, which prescribed those elections, 
the Ukrainian Parliament on March 17 
enacted, (and President Poroshenko 
promptly signed into law) a list of democra-
cy criteria for such elections to be held and 
their outcome recognized. That list has 
grown longer since then, both by decisions 
in Parliament and by the defensive actions of 
Ukrainian negotiators in the Minsk Contact 
Group (Ukraine, Russia, OSCE, DPR, LPR). 
There, the combined Russian side (Moscow, 
Donetsk, Luhansk) seeks to amend 
Ukraine’s electoral legislation suitably for 
elections to be staged in the DPR-LPR. 
Toward that end, French diplomat Pierre 
Morel is tasked to “hybridize” Ukraine’s elec-
toral legislation with DPR-LPR’s proposals in 
the Minsk Contact Group. The German and 
French governments support this effort 
inside the Normandy and Minsk processes, 
while the Obama administration supports it 
to some extent from the outside.

For its part, Kyiv insists on the Ukrainian 
central and local election commissions’ pre-
rogatives to administer those elections; for 
Ukrainian political parties to freely cam-
paign in those elections; for full access by 
Ukrainian and international media; for the 
rights of internally displaced persons from 
that territory to participate in those elec-
tions (as voters and candidates reliably veri-
fied); for a compilation of voter registers (a 
herculean task after the mass-scale popula-

tion displacements); for a lustration of the 
suspects of war crimes; for border controls 
to prevent an influx of ineligible “voters” 
from Russia; and many other legal and tech-
nical prerequisites. These can be described 
as basic democratic safeguards that Ukraine 
proposes, whether to ensure free and cor-
rect elections or (more realistically) to pre-
vent the staging of unfree and unfair elec-
tions under Russian and DPR-LPR control.

According to the latest assessments by 
Ukraine’s Central Election Commission offi-
cials and the Committee of Voters of 
Ukraine (a respected watchdog), establish-
ing legal and technical prerequisites for 
free and fair elections in this territory 
would take at least two years (Ukrayinska 
Pravda, May 18, 19).

Russia lacks democratic credibility to 
press Ukraine (or any country) on the sub-
ject of elections. Western diplomacy may 
bring such credibility to bear, but jeopardiz-
es it by pretending that free and fair elec-
tions are possible in that Russia-controlled 
territory. This resembles the West’s 1945-
1946 pretense that correct elections were 
possible in Eastern Europe under Moscow’s 
control, as part of a general settlement 
between the West and Moscow. Instead, 
those elections cemented the satellization 
of those countries.

Elections in the DPR-LPR, if held under 
current or currently foreseeable circum-
stances, would reinforce these proto-states 
under Russia’s control. If Western diploma-
cy regards these elections as part of an 
overall compromise with Russia at 
Ukraine’s expense, Ukraine will face grow-
ing pressures in the run-up to December 
2016, an artificial deadline. Ukraine, how-
ever, is well placed to hold out, as it is 
increasingly doing. Elections staged with-
out Ukraine’s consent and participation 
(i.e., Russian-controlled elections that could 
not be presented as “Ukrainian elections”) 
would be useless to their proponents.

 
The article above is reprinted from 

Eurasia Daily Monitor with permission from 
its publisher, the Jamestown Foundation, 
www.jamestown.org.
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Quotable notes
“For more than two years, Ukraine has suffered from the aggression of its neigh-

bor, the Russian Federation. Russia has temporarily occupied and attempted to ille-
gally annex a part of the territory of Ukraine – the Autonomous Republic of Crimea 
and the city of Sevastopol – and continues hostile and subversive actions, support-
ing terrorism in the Donbas region. Russia employs a broad range of hybrid warfare 
techniques, including financing terrorism, to promote ideology of the so-called 
‘Russian world’...

“This neo-imperialist ideology tolerates and encourages violation of the interna-
tional law, human rights, perpetration of serious crimes, including terrorists acts. 
Fierce, deceitful propaganda disseminated by the state-controlled Russian media 
and through numerous means is one of the key elements of the ongoing hybrid 
aggression against Ukraine. ... 

“There are reported cases of teenagers’ participation in the activities of the 
Russian-backed terrorist organizations so-called ‘DNR’ and ‘LNR,’ which attacked 
several times civilians in certain areas of the Donetsk and Luhansk regions of 
Ukraine, using armaments and munitions supplied by the Russian Federation. …
There is also credible information that the Russian proxies and their Kremlin mas-
ters are forcing pupils and students into their ranks using different means of influ-
ence, including religious organizations. Moreover, there are numerous testimonies 
that such means as promising to annul criminal records or to repay loans are prac-
ticed in the Russian campaign to recruit mercenaries into the terrorist gangs operat-
ing in the Donbas. Young people are common victims of such recruitment campaign. 

“Therefore, apart from comprehensive efforts to eliminate the social, economic, 
cultural, religious and other grounds for the spread of violent extremism and terror-
ism, there is a need to address such phenomena as state propaganda of intolerance 
and hatred, as well as information wars, which often serve as part of hybrid war-
fare.”

– Permanent Representative of Ukraine to the United Nations Volodymyr Yelchenko, 
speaking at a meeting of the U.N. Security Council on May 11 during the debate on 
“Threats to International Peace and Security Caused by Terrorist Acts.”

by Vladimir Socor
Eurasia Daily Monitor

Russia, Germany, France and Ukraine 
held an expanded meeting of their foreign 
affairs ministers and senior staffs on May 
11 in Berlin (the “Normandy” format). Two 
overlapping issues topped the meeting’s 
agenda: possible elections in the Russian-
controlled Donetsk-Luhansk territory and 
policing those proposed elections to make 
them look (against all odds) somewhat 
believable (Interfax, Auswaertigesamt.de, 
Ukrinform, May 11, 12).

In this meeting, the Russian, German 
and French ministers turned down 
Ukraine’s recent proposal for an armed 
police mission of the Organization for 
Security and Cooperation in Europe (OSCE) 
in the Russian-controlled territory (see 
Eurasia Daily Monitor, April 20).

The proposed local elections and police 
mission are partly interrelated issues, but 
their divergence is more important than 
their overlap. Ukraine wanted an OSCE 
police mission to do much more than pro-
vide security for possible local elections in 
Donetsk-Luhansk; but Ukraine lost out in 
the Berlin meeting.

The Russians, Germans and French, eager 
in varying degrees to have those elections 
staged, are asking the OSCE for a mission 
closely related to such elections. While even 
a modest mission necessitates complex dis-
cussions of principle and detail, it seems 
clear already that this police mission’s size, 
equipment, operating mandate and dura-
tion would be confined to the proposed local 
elections. Thus, if deployed, this police mis-
sion would be small and short-lived.

For its part, Ukraine had sought an ambi-
tious OSCE mission of armed police, capable 
of much more than protecting polling sta-
tions and ballot boxes in the event that elec-
tions are staged. Ukraine hoped for this mis-
sion to substitute, at least in part, for an inter-
national peacekeeping contingent in the con-
flict theater. Russia has blocked discussions 
on such a contingent at the United Nations 
for the last two years. And from the start of 
Russia’s operation in the Donbas in March 
2014, Germany and others discouraged an 
already weak-willed European Union from 
considering a possible EU mission in 
Ukraine’s east (be it an unarmed contingent 
as the EU’s Monitoring Mission in Georgia).

Normandy meeting aborts Ukraine’s 
proposal on OSCE police mission

(Continued on page 13)
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tution” that has the potential to “transform Ukrainian soci-
ety.” Mr. Kuzma recognized the major donation of $100,000 
by the Ukrainian National Women’s League of America 
toward the UCU Rehabilitation Center.

Mr. Zwarycz read greetings from Metropolitan Antony of 
the Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the U.S.A. The UOC-
U.S.A. was represented by the Rev. Vasyl Pasakas, pastor of 
the Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary Ukrainian Orthodox 
Church in South Plainfield, N.J. Others who were recog-
nized by Mr. Zwarycz included Stefan Kaczaraj, president of 
the Ukrainian National Association and Dr. Michael Lewko, 
chairman of the board of directors of the Self Reliance (NJ) 
Federal Credit Union, organizational sponsors of the event; 
and Michael Hrycak of the Ukrainian American Veterans. 
The Paslawsky family members were recognized in tribute 
to Markian Paslawsky, who was killed in action in Ukraine.

Levko and Halyna Mazur were recognized for their 
major donation of $100,000 to UCU, and an additional 
donation of $25,000 for the seminary at UCU was 
announced. Dr. Zenon and Nadia Matkiwsky thanked Mr. 
Mazur for his donation and his work with the Children of 
Chornobyl Relief and Development Fund, and a gift was 
presented to Mr. Mazur from the members of UCEF.

The film “A New Generation for a New Ukraine” walked 
viewers through a virtual tour of the UCU campus. 
Following the screening, Mr. Zwarycz reminded the audi-
ence that these graduates of UCU are the future leaders of 
Ukraine. Indeed, they were among the leaders of the 
Revolution of Dignity.

Prof. Hrytsak of the History Department at UCU spoke 
about how divisions in Ukraine’s political composition 
were linked to the choice of social media – Facebook versus 
Vkontakte. The changes happening today are a “greater 
shift than in the last 10 years,” the greatest shift prior to the 
Maidan, and is focused in large cities among its resident 
youth, Prof. Hrytsak explained. To understand this new 
reality in Ukraine, you must study this new generation 
after this latest Maidan, he said. This shift is more genera-
tional rather than linguistic (Ukrainian versus Russian). 

Prof. Hrytsak commented on the differences between 
the Maidan of 2004 and the Revolution of Dignity in 2014. 
In 2004, it was a vertical structure of resistance, while in 
2014, it was more horizontal or social in nature. The youth 
in Ukraine, he said, are among the most educated in the 
world – on par with Austria or Israel. Values, he added, 
change with education, and history is not a prison, because 
people have a choice.

There remain threats and dangers to the young democ-
racy in Ukraine that go beyond Russian propaganda, he 
added, including widespread unemployment and corrup-
tion. The time after the 2004 popular uprising was a 
squandered opportunity as politicians could not deliver on 
reform promises, Prof. Hrytsak observed. However, “when 
a window closes, a corridor opens,” he said. 

He also acknowledged the donation made by Maria 
Moroz in the creation of a fellowship endowment of 
$150,000 for students from Ivano-Frankivsk Oblast.

Mr. Zwarycz then introduced Dr. Lushniak, who is a 
retired rear admiral of the U.S. Public Health Service, a for-
mer deputy surgeon general of the U.S., and now is profes-
sor and chair of the Department of Preventive Medicine 
and Biostatistics and professor of dermatology at the F. 
Edward Herbert School of Medicine at the Uniformed 
Services University of the Health Sciences in Bethesda, Md.

Dr. Lushniak (who was not officially representing the 
University of the Health Sciences) noted his youth with 
Plast Ukrainian Scouting Organization and the Lisova 
Shkola (Forest School), where he made friends with Borys 
Gudziak, who would later become bishop and a rector of 
UCU. During their time at camp, the two got to know each 
other while digging a latrine. Despite such beginnings, Dr. 
Lushniak added, the two were both on a mission to accom-
plish great things. Similarly, UCU’s mission is to accomplish 
great things.

Major health issues facing Ukraine today, Dr. Lushniak 
continued, include cardiovascular issues and cancers, 
tobacco and alcohol addiction, HIV/AIDS, and issues asso-
ciated with the war in Ukraine – trauma, stress, rehabilita-
tion, the war wounded, refugee issues, etc. 

The Rev. Bohdan Prakh, rector of UCU, Dr. Lushniak 
noted, says that Ukraine must be “always ready” for these 
challenges, and look to incorporate society in addressing 

these challenges, including physical and occupational ther-
apy. The needs of society, Dr. Lushniak said, should be the 
motivator to find the direction for these services. Mental 
health screenings and PTSD treatment options should be 
made available not only to soldiers but to civilians as well. 
Dr. Lushniak noted that, in response to these challenges, an 
UCU 2020 strategy for developing a School of Public Health 
at UCU is being formulated. 

Marianna Zajac, president of the UNWLA, noted the 
partnership between the UNWLA and UCU, and how the 
UNWLA worked to establish women’s studies and scholar-
ships at UCU. The $100,000 gift, she said, is to be used for 
the Mental Health Institute at the UCU Rehabilitation 
Center. She also noted that the UNWLA would donate an 
additional $7,000. Thanks to these gifts, UCU will help lead 
mental health efforts “to bring hope and healing” from psy-
chological trauma for both families and soldiers.

Dr. Lushniak thanked Ms. Zajac and the UNWLA, and 
explained his experience in Monrovia, Africa, where he 
assisted in the treatment of the Ebola virus epidemic in 
Liberia. Working in a secure military compound – with an 
eight-foot-high tarp-covered chain link fence topped by 
barbed wire – limited the view of the countryside of the 
areas where these efforts were supposed to be helping. 
Some of the team members decided to build a lifeguard 
chair in order to be able to see beyond the tarp-covered 
fencing and the country that they were helping. The lesson 
underscored by Dr. Lushniak: “We should not limit our 
vision.” 

Mr. Zwarycz acknowledged the event’s organizing com-
mittee members, and Mr. Kuzma recognized the major 
donors for the event,  the collaboration between UCU and 
the UAV in treating those affected by the war in Ukraine, as 
well as the work of the Ukrainian Medical Association of 
North America and UCU in these coordinated efforts.

A benediction was offered by the Rev. Pasakas to official-
ly close the event.

A light hors d’oeuvre reception preceding the luncehon-
featured a performance by the Leshchuk sisters – Ulana 
and Kalyna – who sang and played bandura in a duo.

For more information about the Ukrainian Catholic 
Education Fund, its events and the Ukrainian Catholic 
University, readers may visit www.ucef.org. 

At the UCU benefit luncheon (from left) are: Prof. Volodymyr Hrytsak, Dr. Patricia Cusumano with her husband, 
Dr. Boris Lushniak, Joseph Solimini, chief operating officer of UCEF in the U.S.A., Laura Solimini, Ivana 
Lotoshynskyi of the New Jersey Friends of UCU and president of the Clifton/Passaic chapter of the Ukrainian 

Congress Committee of America, and Alex Kuzma, chief development officer for UCEF.
Dr. Boris Lushniak discusses his experience in Africa 

while combating the Ebola crisis.

Roman Verhnyak

Prof. Volodymyr Hrytsak explains the differences between the 2004 
and 2014 uprisings in Ukraine.

Leonard Mazur and his wife, Halyna, (center) are recognized for their major contribution to the 
Ukrainian Catholic University and their longstanding work with the Children of Chornobyl Relief and 

Development Fund.

(Continued from page 1)

Benefit luncheon...
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UNA Home Offi  ce staff  dons “vyshyvanky”
PARSIPPANY, N.J. – The Home Office of the 

Ukrainian National Association, which 
includes not only UNA staff but also the staffs 
of its two newspapers, Svoboda and The 
Ukrainian Weekly, on May 19 marked the 
worldwide Vyshyvanka Day – a day when 
Ukrainians around the globe proudly wear 
their embroidered shirts wherever they might 
be as a symbol of Ukrainian unity.

According to the Ukraine Crisis Media 
Center, the celebration of Vyshyvanka Day was 
initiated by students of Yuriy Fedkovych 
Chernivtsi National University. The idea of the 
action is to wear a vyshyvanka on the third 
Thursday in May – to the office, to school or 
anywhere you happen to be. The students 
wanted to return the vyshyvanka to modern 
Ukrainian life as a “talisman, a symbol and an 
integral part of Ukrainian culture,” explained 
Oleksandr Tkachuk, a co-founder of the action, 
who noted that in 2015 the day was celebrat-
ed in 38 countries.

“We have walked through a difficult road 
from misunderstanding, a skeptical attitude – 
both to the action and to the vyshyvanka itself 
– to a time when …a little student action has 
turned into a great global celebration,” said 
Lesya Voroniuk, initiator of what is now 
known as Global Vyshyvanka Day, speaking at 
a press conference in Kyiv back in April.

This year marked the 10th annual 
Vyshyvanka Day. Posts of individuals, families, 
groups, employees, members of Parliament 
and government officials dressed in embroi-
dered attire were abundant on Facebook.

PARSIPPANY, N.J. – The Home Office of the 
Ukrainian National Association, which 
includes not only UNA staff but also the staffs 
of its two newspapers, Svoboda and The 
Ukrainian Weekly, on May 19 marked the 
worldwide Vyshyvanka Day – a day when 
Ukrainians around the globe proudly wear 
their embroidered shirts wherever they might 

According to the Ukraine Crisis Media 
Center, the celebration of Vyshyvanka Day was 
initiated by students of Yuriy Fedkovych 
Chernivtsi National University. The idea of the 
action is to wear a vyshyvanka on the third 
Thursday in May – to the office, to school or 
anywhere you happen to be. The students 
wanted to return the vyshyvanka to modern 
Ukrainian life as a “talisman, a symbol and an 
integral part of Ukrainian culture,” explained 
Oleksandr Tkachuk, a co-founder of the action, 
who noted that in 2015 the day was celebrat-

“We have walked through a difficult road 
from misunderstanding, a skeptical attitude – 
both to the action and to the vyshyvanka itself 
– to a time when …a little student action has 
turned into a great global celebration,” said 
Lesya Voroniuk, initiator of what is now 
known as Global Vyshyvanka Day, speaking at 

This year marked the 10th annual 
Vyshyvanka Day. Posts of individuals, families, 
groups, employees, members of Parliament 

Employees of the Ukrainian National Association, Svoboda and The Ukrainian Weekly in their Ukrainian embroidered finery 
on Vyshyvanka Day.

Stefan Slutsky
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by Paul Goble

The Kremlin’s aggression in Ukraine and 
its challenging actions toward NATO ships 
and planes are based on its “conclusion 
that the era of the West has ended” and that 
the world, including the West itself, accepts 
this and accepts the related notion that 

international relations are based on rules 
not based in liberal civilization, Liliya 
Shevtsova says.

The West’s failure to react forcefully, she 
suggests in a May 17 commentary, only 
served to convince Vladimir Putin and 
those around him that they are right and 
the West is finished. But in fact, Western 
leaders “supposed that [Russia and the 
West] are working with the same set of 
understandings” (echo.msk.ru/blog/
shevtsova/1766836-echo/).

How naïve, she suggests. Clearly, these 
leaders failed to understand that their tol-
erant and patient stance was viewed by the 
Russian side “as weakness and a fear of tak-
ing decisions.” But things are changing, 
especially after the Crimean Anschluss 
forced the West to wake up to its mistakes 

Kremlin reads the West wrong, but the West
is beginning to read Russia right, Shevtsova says

Nadiya Savchenko, who had been in Russian custody since June 2014, when she was 
abducted from Ukrainian territory, and then imprisoned in Russia, is free at last. She 
returned home on Wednesday, May 25, to a hero’s welcome. As noted by U.S. 
Ambassador to the United Nations Samantha Power, who spoke out forcefully for the 
former Ukrainian military pilot’s release on many occasions during the last two years, 
it was “a day for celebration in Ukraine, as one of its patriots has finally returned home.”

Ms. Savchenko was held by the Russians for a total of 709 days. She became a 
symbol of Ukraine’s unyielding resistance to Russia, enduring imprisonment, repeat-
ed extensions of her detention, interrogations and a show trial that harkened back to 
the Soviet era. She protested her illegal detention and the trumped-up charges 
against her with several hunger strikes. She entered the courtroom declaring “Slava 
Ukraini,” appeared in court in Ukrainian embroidery and tryzub T-shirts, and she 
defiantly sang the Ukrainian national anthem. She fearlessly stated in a handwritten 
note on March 7: “Whether dead or alive, I have already won. I will leave jail on my 
own terms, showing the entire world that Russia may be forced into submission if 
you remain as fearless and unyielding as me.” 

Yes, Nadiya Savchenko is indeed courageous and unbelievably strong. But she is 
also flesh and blood – a real person – and there is no doubt she needs some time to 
get well, to recuperate, to resteel herself for battle, whether in the Verkhovna Rada 
or elsewhere. (We will hear more from Nadiya at the press conference that has been 
announced for Friday, May 27, after our press deadline.)

But what we do already know is that she has pledged to continue the struggle – 
against Russian invaders, and for Ukraine’s brighter future. “I serve the Ukrainian peo-
ple!” she proclaimed during a ceremony at the Presidential Administration, where 
President Petro Poroshenko awarded her the Gold Star of the Hero of Ukraine. 

What’s more, we heard her first words upon returning to Ukrainian soil: “I want 
to ask forgiveness from all the mothers, whose children did not return from the ATO 
[anti-terrorist operation], while I am still alive. I want to ask forgiveness from the 
mothers whose children remain in prison, while I am free. I cannot return the dead, 
but I am ready to give my life on the battlefield for Ukraine, and I will do everything 
possible that each youngster who is in prison is freed. No heroes of Ukraine should 
die. …We will live a dignified life in Ukraine as a person should live! I don’t know 
how to do this, I tell you honestly. And I don’t promise that this will happen tomor-
row. But I am ready to die each second for it to happen. And it will be so!”

With her return to Ukraine, “Savchenko’s nightmare has finally ended,” as 
Ambassador Power put it. But the diplomat also noted: “While we are overjoyed at 
the news that Savchenko is reunited with her family, we remember the other 
Ukrainians, such as Oleh Sentsov or Oleksander Kolchenko, still held unjustly by 
Russia. Like Savchenko, many of these Ukrainian citizens were detained in sovereign 
Ukrainian territory and then illegally transferred to Russia for sham trials.”

And, we must add, Ukraine’s soldiers continue to die on the battlefield despite the 
Minsk ceasefire agreements. Just this week, on the day before Ms. Savchenko’s 
release, Ukraine reported that seven servicemen were killed and nine were wound-
ed in the east – the highest casualties since August 2015. Russia continues to supply 
the so-called separatist forces, and Russian convoys enter and leave Ukraine at will. 
At the same time, Crimean Tatars in Russian-occupied Crimea continued to be per-
secuted, activists mysteriously disappear, others are arrested and subjected to tor-
ture. Millions of internally displaced persons don’t know what tomorrow will bring.

And yet, incredibly, there is talk of loosening or lifting sanctions against Russia 
and its proxies. There is a sense that the West may agree to Russian control of 
Ukraine’s Crimean peninsula and/or a frozen conflict in Ukraine’s east. There is talk 
of holding elections on territory occupied by Russian and Russian-backed forces 
and, as a result, legitimizing the militants and terrorists in control.

That is not what Nadiya Savchenko and other Ukrainian patriots fought for. So, 
while we celebrate her release, we also hope for a just, wise and peaceful resolution 
to the war in Ukraine.

The Ukrainian Weekly

Two years ago, on June 5, 2014, the Ukrainian Canadian 
Congress issued a statement on the build-up of pressure on FIFA 
to revoke Russia’s hosting of the 2018 World Cup of soccer.

In May 2014, United with Ukraine, an Ottawa-based organiza-
tion, launched its campaign, which included support from corpo-
rations such as Visa, Kia Motors and Sony. The initial target of the 

campaign was Anheuser Bush InBev, with a portfolio of more than 200 beer brands, 
including Budweiser, Corona and Stella Artois.

The world governing soccer body, FIFA, banned former President Sepp Blatter and for-
mer UEFA President Michel Plantini from FIFA for eight years. Since the news broke of the 
corruption allegations, 18 individuals and two corporations had been indicted, including 
nine FIFA officials and five businessmen. In 2015, five major FIFA sponsors – Coca-Cola, 
McDonald’s, Visa and Budweiser – called for Mr. Blatter to stand down immediately as 
FIFA president.

“We have presidents and prime ministers of Western nations looking for additional 
economic sanctions to further punish and isolate Russia. And, we have this opportunity 
standing right in front of us to have FIFA strip Russia of its 2018 World Cup hosting rights, 
which is estimated to be worth $20 billion to that country. I can think of more than 100 
countries that would be far more deserving of that $20 billion than Russia,” said Eugene 
Melnyk, chairman of the Campaign Advisory Committee for United with Ukraine. (Mr. 
Melnyk is owner of the Ottawa Senators of the National Hockey League.)

United with Ukraine called upon FIFA’s sponsors, as well as governments of all 209 
FIFA member nations, to revoke the hosting rights and to initiate a new, transparent selec-
tion process that includes human rights considerations as part of its voting protocol.

June
5

2014

Turning the pages back...

by Paul Goble

One of the most frequently heard argu-
ments offered both by Western countries 
and some Ukrainians is that the best way 
for Ukraine to get the occupied territories 
back is to reform itself and become a 
wealthy and flourishing country that those 
now under Russian rule will want to join.

Certainly, Anton Shvets, a frequent com-
mentator on Russian-Ukrainian relations 
says, “the construction of a wealthy and 
flourishing Ukraine is something necessary 
and important” because it is a better place 
for its people to live and it is better able to 
defend itself against aggression (petrima-
zepa.com/transformation.html).

But history suggests that this will not be 
sufficient to get the occupied territories 
back. “Somehow, the wealth of South Korea 
has not attracted the residents of North 
Korea” to join them just as, until the col-
lapse of Soviet power, impoverished East 
Germany as a country did not want to join 
much wealthier West Germany.

In short, “the refrigerator far from 
always defeats the television,” he continues.

The propaganda system developed by 
the Communists and Chekists in Soviet 
times produced “the Soviet man,” who as 
George Orwell pointed out was character-
ized by “doublethink,” that is, by a readi-
ness to believe what allowed him to remain 
in “a comfort zone” in the face of repression 
all around.

“Work with the psychology of the popu-
lation was one of the most important tasks 
for the hierarchs of Soviet power,” Mr. 
Shvets says. It was most difficult in East 
Germany, because Berlin represented a 
window on the West, but elsewhere those 
in power used “simpler” and “more mas-
sive” methods for “the transformation of 
consciousness.”

The Russian authorities today, Mr. Shvets 
continues, are using all of those techniques 
and more in occupied portions of Ukraine, 
manipulating the consciousness of the pop-
ulations they control and convincing them 
to accept Moscow’s version of reality under 
the principle that “everyone lies,” but the 
Russian rulers lie least and in the interests 
of the population.

The methods the Chekists and their 
allies used in the past and are using now, he 
says, “affect even educated people who ear-

lier had critical views.” Such people may try 
to maintain them, but they also adapt 
because otherwise they find themselves 
out of their comfort zone or even subject to 
open repression.

The population sees only Russian media 
outlets and those are not “news” services 
but rather “propaganda” weapons, Mr. 
Shvets says. As a result, the population 
comes to live in a parallel world where it 
accepts as “normal” things that are any-
thing but, including turning others in or 
that what Moscow says is always true.

Even Russian opposition figures are 
affected by this, he continues. Yes, they may 
not believe this or that charge against 
Nadiya Savchenko or Oleh Sentsov, and they 
may criticize Moscow for this or that policy. 
But they can be counted on to say “Odessa 
won’t be forgotten or forgiven” and “Crimea 
may have been taken illegally, but the peo-
ple there wanted to be part of Russia.”

This is not the result of the legal system 
or even of the actions of the repressive 
organs. It is a change in consciousness pro-
duced by the state’s control of the media. 
There are lies in every political system, but 
what the Soviet and now the Russian sys-
tem has done is change the attitudes of 
people to these lies: they accept them as 
true or at least normal and inevitable.

 “South Korea could easily conquer the 
North,” Mr. Shvets says, but “what would it 
do with 20 million people” who not only 
are starving but have had their minds 
degraded by such a system. And even 
Germany continues to have problems with 
integrating the population from the former 
East Germany.

Ukraine must recognize that the 
Chekists are transforming the conscious-
ness of the people in the occupied territo-
ries just as they did in Ukraine when it was 
part of the USSR. “We cannot excise the 
consequences of the past transformations” 
by this group, and Ukrainians now have to 
deal with yet another wave of them.

“To construct a flourishing Ukraine is 
beyond doubt a necessary task,” Mr. Shvets 
says, but he adds that he fears “those of the 
builders who expect a sausage reaction 
from those beyond the line [separating 
Ukrainian and Russian forces] are going to 
be seriously disappointed.” The longer peo-
ple are under the Chekists in these territo-
ries, the more that will be the case.

A flourishing Ukraine won’t by itself ensure
return of occupied territories, Shvets says

(Continued on page 18)

Free at last!

 WINDOW ON EURASIA

Paul Goble is a long-time specialist on 
ethnic and religious questions in Eurasia 
who has served in various capacities in the 
U.S. State Department, the Central 
Intelligence Agency and the International 
Broadcasting Bureau, as well as at the Voice 
of America and Radio Free Europe/Radio 
Liberty and the Carnegie Endowment for 
International Peace. The article above is 
reprinted with permission from his blog 
called “Window on Eurasia” (http://windo-
woneurasia2.blogspot.com/). (Continued on page 13)
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The things we do ...
by Orysia Paszczak Tracz

Those of us who are bilingual or even 
multilingual are blessed. We have the abili-
ty to live in two or more worlds through 
each language. Depending upon which lan-
guage we’re speaking, our thoughts come 
out differently, because each language is so 
different in philosophy and grammar. The 
national character subtly comes through.

The vocabularies, the synonyms are not 
always equivalent in the languages. While 
the dictionary may give some exact transla-
tions, there are words where the essence of 
the meaning is just off the mark in the other 
language. The basis may be there, but the 
word does not convey the true meaning.

“Slava Ukraini – Heroyam Slava” has 
become the Ukrainian patriotic slogan and 
greeting. In Ukrainian, “slava” is basically 
glory, fame, reputation and, in a negative 
sense, rumor or ill-repute. So “Slava 
Ukraini” is “Glory to Ukraine.” But in 
English, glory to God is acceptable, yet 
glory to a nation has a tinge of that totali-
tarian repute, not at all implied in the 
Ukrainian “slava” to one’s nation. But I have 
no idea how else it could be phrased. One 
other case of conflicting synonyms is 
“patriotic” vs “nationalistic.” In the United 
States, the former is perfectly all right, 
while the latter raises red flags. “God Bless 
America” is OK, but “Slava Ukraini” is not.

A caption in an album on Ukrainian folk 
architecture describes the Ukrainian 
“khata” as a “hut.” In one edition of Taras 
Shevchenko’s poems, a “khata” is also 
translated as a “hut.” Long ago, someone 
inserted that translation of “khata” into a 
bilingual dictionary, and it remains there, 
distorting the sense of future translations. 
A hut is a “shopa” or “buda” in Ukrainian. In 
English, perhaps a village “cottage” (as in 
England) would be one of the terms, but 
“house” would still be the basic translation 
for “khata.”

The newest inadvertent miss in translat-
ing from Ukrainian into English happened 
recently. The excellent art exhibition from 
Ukraine traveling across North America is 
called “Ukraine Exists.” I’m guessing that 
the well-meaning curators looked up 

“isnuye” in the dictionary and saw “exists.” 
Perfectly valid. But the two words are not 
always equal. “Exist” means “to be,” but 
often means just barely. I think (I know, 
presumptuous of me) that the curators 
meant “survives,” “endures,” “prevails” or 
“lives” – positive declarations – not just 
Ukraine being on its last leg, barely there. 
This is a subtle distinction, but it makes a 
big difference when the poster, in big let-
ters, declares “Ukraine Exists.” 

I heard that some individuals were 
upset that I brought up the issue of “exists” 
and took it to be a criticism of the exhibi-
tion. It certainly was not. It was an observa-
tion, a concern that because of the title (in 
English) the exhibition would be perceived 
to be something other than it is.

I’m sure that many of us in North 
America would come up with similar gaffes 
if we were to translate into Ukrainian. And 
with the language there evolving as it has, 
with so many Russified and now Anglicized 
words and phrases, there would be a prob-
lem. But I’m guessing that we’d have the 
good sense to ask someone knowledgeable 
to edit our translation. There seems to be a 
hubris on the part of many Ukrainian 
Ukrainians when it comes to the English 
they learned in their institutes – no sugges-
tions or corrections accepted, no matter 
how kindly they are presented. 

A few times, while in Ukraine, I have 
come across brochures and even books in 
English that are so poorly translated that 
they hurt my teeth. Someone meant well, 
someone paid big money for the “professor 
from the institute” to translate, and the 
result is a shame and an embarrassment. It 
is a matter of how English is taught and by 
whom. Let’s hope more and more fluently 
bilingual individuals appear to make 
Ukrainians proud.

PS: My other article on this subject, 
“Trouble with Translating – in So Many 
Words,” appeared in The Ukrainian Weekly 
on June 8, 2008.

Lost in translation, still

Orysia Tracz may be contacted at  
orysia.tracz@gmail.com. 

 FOR THE RECORD

John Kerry
Press Statement by U.S. Secretary of State 

John Kerry, released in Washington on May 
25.

I welcome today’s news that Nadiya 
Savchenko has returned to Ukraine and the 
government of Ukraine’s humanitarian 
decision to release two Russian service 
members captured on Ukrainian soil and 
convicted of terrorism-related charges.

Nearly two years ago, Nadiya Savchenko 
was captured in combat in eastern Ukraine 
and forcibly taken against her will into 
Russia. Her release, after a long ordeal that 
included solitary confinement, is an impor-
tant part of fulfilling Russia’s commitments 
under the Minsk agreements and should 
now provide impetus for their complete 
implementation. This includes a real, com-
prehensive and sustained ceasefire in east-
ern Ukraine; full access for the OSCE to the 
area affected by the conflict; elections 
under Ukrainian law that meet OSCE stan-
dards and are monitored by the OSCE 
Office for Democratic Institutions and 
Human Rights (ODIHR); the withdrawal of 
foreign forces and equipment; and the 
return to Ukraine of full control over its 
international border. We also call on Russia 
to abide by its Minsk commitments by 
releasing all hostages and unlawfully 
detained persons.

Samantha Power
Statement by Ambassador Samantha 

Power, U.S. permanent representative to the 
United Nations, issued May 25.

During the 708 days since her abduction 
in eastern Ukraine, Nadiya Savchenko has 
endured inhumane imprisonment, count-
less interrogations, solitary confinement, 
the deterioration of her health and farcical 
Russian legal proceedings. Today, 
Savchenko’s nightmare has finally ended.

While we are overjoyed at the news that 
Savchenko is reunited with her family, we 
remember the other Ukrainians, such as 
Oleh Sentsov or Oleksander Kolchenko, still 
held unjustly by Russia. Like Savchenko, 
many of these Ukrainian citizens were 
detained in sovereign Ukrainian territory 
and then illegally transferred to Russia for 
sham trials.

The United States will continue to press 
Russia for complete implementation of its 
commitments under the Minsk agree-
ments, which include the return of all 
unlawfully detained people, as well as 
Russia’s withdrawal of its forces from 
Ukrainian territory; and for Russia to end 
its occupation of Crimea.

Much work must still be done to restore 
Ukraine’s territorial integrity – but today is 
a day for celebration in Ukraine, as one of 
its patriots has finally returned home.

Frank-Walter Steinmeier 
Statement by the chairperson-in-office of 

the Organization for Security and 
Cooperation in Europe, German Foreign 
Affairs Minister Frank-Walter Steinmeier, 
released in Berlin on May 25.

 I am glad and relieved that Nadiya 
Savchenko has been released at last and 
that she can now return to her family in 
Ukraine,” Steinmeier said. “This is good 
news for which we have long worked to 
bring about and for which we nevertheless 
had to wait a long time. I offer my best 
wishes for a speedy recovery to Ms. 
Savchenko. Our thoughts are with her and 
her family. I hope and wish that today’s 
exchange will help build trust between 
Ukraine and Russia, thus providing the 
Minsk process with positive momentum. 

Rob Portman
Statement by U.S. Sen. Rob Portman 

(R-Ohio), co-chair of the Senate Ukraine 
Caucus, issued on May 25.

I am very pleased to learn the news that 
Russia has freed Ukrainian pilot Nadiya 
Savchenko, who had been held in captivity 
since 2014. Nadiya became a symbol of 
Ukrainian defiance against Russian aggres-
sion and a rallying cry for a country deter-
mined to chart its own future in the face of 
daunting challenges at home and abroad. 
But more than that, her refusal to submit to 
her Russian captors was a victory for all 
who value justice, human dignity, and the 
unconquerable human desire to be free. I 
hope Nadiya will continue to serve as a 
symbol of hope and motivate her fellow 
Ukrainians and their international support-
ers to persevere in the struggle to build a 
free and independent Ukraine.

Ben Cardin
Statement by U.S. Sen. Ben Cardin (D-Md.), 

ranking member of the Senate Committee on 
Foreign Relations, released on May 25.

I welcome today’s release from prison in 
Russia of Nadiya Savchenko, the Ukrainian 
fighter pilot who had been held unjustly for 
nearly two years after being apprehended in 
Ukrainian territory and smuggled into Russia. 
Her strength has inspired many in Ukraine 
and around the world and this is a great 
day for her family, friends and supporters.

Through Congressional action, high level 
meetings and the press, I have strived to be 
a staunch advocate for Nadiya’s release. I 
look forward to seeing Nadiya take her seat 
in the Ukrainian Rada, so that she can con-
tribute to the rebuilding of Ukraine’s demo-
cratic institutions and its reform process.”

The return of Nadiya Savchenko to Ukraine

OTTAWA – The CBC reported on May 18 
that Mustafa Dzhemilev, a long-time human 
rights activist repeatedly jailed for political 
dissent in the former Soviet Union and a 
leader of the Crimean Tatars, urged the 
government of Canada “to live up to its 
promises and pass legislation to punish 
Russians defying human rights.”

Mr. Dzhemilev, a leader of the Crimean 
Tatars, delivered the message to Prime 
Minister Justin Trudeau and senior mem-
bers of the Liberal Cabinet, including 

International Trade Minister Chrystia 
Freeland.

“Human dignity is constantly being vio-
lated,” Mr. Dzhemilev told CBC News in an 
interview through a translator, prior to tes-
timony before the Senate Foreign Affairs 
Committee. “If Western countries decide to 
re-establish relationships with Russia and 
become friends again, it is a disaster for the 
entire Crimean Tatar people.”

Source: Ukrainian Canadian Congress, 
based on CBC.

Crimean Tatar leader visiting Canada
urges strong sanctions against Russia

U.S. announces additional $28 million
in humanitarian assistance for Ukraine

U.S. Embassy Kyiv

KYIV – U.S.  Deputy Assistant 
Secretary of State for Population, 
Refugees and Migration (PRM) Nancy 
Izzo-Jackson and United States Agency 
for International Development (USAID) 
Deputy Assistant Administrator Robert 
Jenkins on May 20 announced that the 
United States will provide more than 
$28 million in additional U.S. humanitar-
ian assistance to help the hundreds of 
thousands of vulnerable people affected 
by Russian aggression in eastern 
Ukraine and Russia’s occupation and 
attempted annexation of Crimea. 

This announcement brings total U.S. 
humanitarian assistance since the start 
of the crisis to more than $112 million 
dollars.

The new funding includes nearly $17 
million from USAID. Of this, $12 million 
in funding is from USAID’s Office of U.S. 

Foreign Disaster Assistance, which will 
be provided to UNICEF, the United 
Nations Office for the Coordination of 
Humanitarian Affairs, and a number of 
international NGOs for shelter assis-
tance, water and sanitation programs, 
cash benefits to help displaced families, 
small livelihoods projects, and humani-
tarian coordination and information 
management. 

The remaining $5 million in USAID 
funding is from the Office of Food for 
Peace for the U.N. World Food Program 
to address immediate food needs of the 
most vulnerable and food-insecure pop-
ulation among internally displaced peo-
ple, returnees and conflict-affected resi-
dents such as households headed by 
females, the elderly and the disabled.

The funding announced also includes 
more than $11 million from PRM that will 

(Continued on page 18)

(Continued on page 19)
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gized for remaining alive. Ukraine has a 
right to exist, she said, “disregarding any-
one’s rotted spirit and sick mind.” She 
expressed her support for the Minsk accords 
and the need for them to be fulfilled, also 
vowing to work to free all Ukrainian prison-
ers of war.

“I don’t want people to want war. I want 
people to want peace. But unfortunately, 
peace is only possible through war. There 
are bounds beyond which there is no other 
path,” she said.

Ms. Savchenko also addressed the 
Russian people, telling them they have 
nothing to fear and underscoring that they 
need to stand up from their knees. At a 
minimum, Ukrainians “can’t allow them to 
come here, not allow them to go any fur-
ther than what they’re thinking to them-
selves they can.”

She concluded her remarks with “For 
Ukraine! Ukraine Above All! Glory to 
Ukraine!” and was embraced by her Aidar 
battalion commander, who was present. 

Ms. Savchenko’s mother received the 
largest bouquet that afternoon from the 
president.

Hours later, television news reports 
showed Ms. Savchenko being welcomed by 
her neighbors with bouquets of flowers at 
the entrance to her apartment building in 
Kyiv’s Troyeshchyna district, where she 
grew up.

Her mother complained to reporters 
that the whirlwind of events that day pre-
vented her from being able to prepare bor-
shch for their dinner together. But she also 
mentioned that she had known for at least 
a week that Ms. Savchenko would be 
returning.

Ms. Savchenko’s release was secured 
during telephone negotiations in recent 
weeks involving leaders of the Normandy 
format, which consists of Mr. Poroshenko, 
Russian President Vladimir Putin, French 
President Francois Hollande and German 
Chancellor Angela Merkel, Presidential 
Administration officials said.

Mr. Poroshenko himself said the release 
date was postponed several times, includ-
ing most recently May 18 and then May 22, 
following many other dates. 

As a small example of delays, Oleg 
Mezentsev, personal assistant to Nadiya 
Savchenko in her position as a national 
deputy, blamed the Interfax news agency 
for leaking information hours ahead of her 
release, thereby delaying it by five hours 
during which she had to remain in a police 
truck.

The final decision was reached on the 
telephone late on May 23, Russia’s 
Kommersant newspaper reported. In an 
interview with Hromadske television, 
Ukraine’s Ambassador to the U.S. Valeriy 
Chaly reserved special credit for U.S. 
President Barack Obama.

“The [Ukrainian] president was abso-
lutely correct when he said that this 
became possible owing to strong interna-
tional support,” he said. “President Obama 
very seriously joined this support. I can say 
that the U.S. president’s role was very 
important. Obviously, that was also the case 
with the leaders of the Normandy Format.”

The logistics of the operation to transfer 
Ms. Savchenko to Ukraine was planned for 
months, Iryna Herashchenko, the presi-
dent’s ombudsman for the peaceful resolu-
tion to the conflict in the Donetsk and 
Luhansk regions, revealed afterwards.

Ms. Savchenko could only enter the 
Ukrainian plane, parked in Rostov, after the 
two Russian special agents for whom she 
was exchanged had boarded a Russian 
plane parked in Kyiv. When she did board 
the plane, Ms. Herashchenko described her 

as a string pulled tight, not believing what 
was happening.

When handed a bouquet, she rejected it, 
“I don’t like flowers!” Instead she cherished 
two shopping bags of letters that she 
brought with her, which she reportedly 
received in just the last month. 

“She rushed into the pilot’s cabin and 
smiled at last – earnestly, widely and happi-
ly,” Ms. Herashchenko wrote on her 
Facebook page. “Only in the cabin did she 
feel that everything that’s happening is true.”

Ms. Savchenko returned to the cabin to 
see the plane cross the Ukrainian border, 
she wrote. The two-hour flight was spent 
discussing the number of remaining pris-
oners of war on both sides and how negoti-
ations are progressing to release them.

After a brief private reunion with her 
mother and sister, Ms. Savchenko and her 
sister emerged before the public, only to be 
swarmed by dozens of excited members of 
the mass media, which clearly agitated the 
war hero.

“I sat in a cell for two years and I’m not 
used to people. Back off! Give me my per-
sonal space! I will speak in a way for all of 
you to hear,” she said, before giving a two-
minute speech during which she expressed 
empathy for the mothers of soldiers who 
died or were imprisoned.

It was then that she uttered lines that 
will likely make the history books: “I want 
to thank those who wished me well, 
because I survived because of you. I want to 
thank those who wished me the worst, 
because I survived to spite you. I want to 
thank those who were indifferent, because 
they didn’t interfere. Thank you everyone!”

Being sure to capitalize on the historical 
moment was Yulia Tymoshenko, the head 
of the Batkivshchyna party that enabled 
Ms. Savchenko to become a Ukrainian 
national deputy and member of the 
Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of 
Europe by including her on its party list in 
the 2014 parliamentary elections.

“Trymaysia! You defeated them. 
Remember that. You defeated them,” Ms. 
Tymoshenko told her in an emotional tone 
in front of the cameras.

In assessing Ms. Savchenko’s state of 
mind at that moment, Kyiv psychologist 
Valentyna Domska told the gazeta.ua news 
site that the former prisoner was clearly 
annoyed by the show that was organized by 
Ukraine’s politicians during her return.

When receiving her award from 
President Poroshenko, Ms. Savchenko 
appeared visibly uncomfortable and was 
restraining her emotions and thoughts, she 
said. “She didn’t even look in his direction,” 
Ms. Domska said, examining the video. “She 

doesn’t want someone to improve their 
image based on her release. How hard it is 
to restrain herself and how it hurts her to 
listen to the president’s melodramatic 
speech. She’s rolling her eyes, sighing, shift-
ing about, bending her back. She wants for 
this to end as soon as possible. She’s angry, 
but keeping it all to herself. Even when 
shaking Poroshenko’s hand, she’s looking 
at him disdainfully.”

Indeed, news reports surfaced in the 
morning of May 25 that Ms. Savchenko 
would be released, which was ultimately 
confirmed in the afternoon with video foot-
age of Mr. Putin broadcast on Russian tele-
vision announcing that he would be par-
doning Ms. Savchenko, who had been sen-
tenced to 22 years in prison, with a decree 
signed that day. 

He claimed to have done so at the 
request of the female relatives of the two 
Russian journalists in whose deaths Ms. 
Savchenko was found complicit. They were 
depicted in the video sitting at a table at a 
right angle to Mr. Putin, opposite Viktor 
Medvedchuk, a KGB official who is widely 
considered to be Mr. Putin’s right-hand 
man in Ukraine.

In late March, these two relatives alleg-
edly turned to Mr. Medvedchuk for his 
assistance and submitted letters asking for 
Ms. Savchenko’s pardon “out of concern for 
humaneness,” said Dmitry Peskov, the 
spokesman for Mr. Putin, who didn’t 
explain what had prompted their concern 
for humaneness if Ms. Savchenko was serv-
ing a sentence for the alleged murder of 
their respective husband and brother.

“At this moment, I won’t return to this 
tragedy, as a result of which you lost your 
close ones,” Mr. Putin said, cynically adding, 
“I merely want to thank you for your posi-
tion and I express the hope that similar 
decisions – dictated by concerns for 
humaneness above all – will lead to reduc-
ing the confrontation in the conflict zone 
and will help avoid similar horrible and 
needless losses.”

Ms. Savchenko repeatedly refused to ask 
for a pardon, let alone recognize her convic-
tion, so it remained to be revealed at her 
May 27 press conference (which was to 
take place after The Ukrainian Weekly’s 
press deadline) whether the pardon was 
granted with or without her permission.

The same afternoon, a presidential plane 
sent by Mr. Putin transported Yevgeny 
Yerofeyev and Aleksandr Aleksandrov to 
Moscow from Kyiv. As seen in the video 
footage released, they were greeted upon 
their return by their wives, without any 
remarks to journalists.

Though the Russian government contin-

ued to insist the two men were in Ukraine 
of their own will, they have repeatedly 
acknowledged, including in an interview 
with the Reuters news agency, that they 
were in the Donbas as Russian special forc-
es, captured during a secret operation. 

The Russian government doesn’t consid-
er the release of Ms. Savchenko, or any 
Ukrainians convicted and imprisoned in 
Russia, as fulfilling the Minsk accords 
requirements to mutually release all war 
prisoners, said Mr. Peskov. Instead such 
releases are the fulfillment of a separate, 
mutually signed charter on transferring 
convicts.

Political observers commented that Mr. 
Poroshenko was particularly interested in 
Ms. Savchenko’s release because he needed 
something positive ahead of his two-year 
anniversary as president on June 7, which 
would deflect much of the swelling discon-
tent that he faces.

A poll released on May 26 revealed that 
Ms. Tymoshenko and Oleh Liashko would 
receive more votes in a presidential elec-
tion than Mr. Poroshenko, who would earn 
only 13.5 percent of the vote. The poll 
involved 2,039 respondents and was con-
ducted by the Kyiv International Institute of 
Sociology.

And on May 20, about 5,000 supporters 
of the Azov paramilitary group marched in 
Kyiv and threatened violence in the event 
that the president arranged for local elec-
tions in occupied Donbas without re-estab-
lishing Ukrainian control of Russian border. 
Mr. Poroshenko has been advocating for the 
Organization for Security and Cooperation 
in Europe (OSCE) to monitor the border 
during the elections.

“Savchenko’s return on the anniversary 
of Poroshenko’s elections is candy with 
which they’re trying to sweeten the bitter-
ness of two years of unfulfilled promises 
and ruined hopes,” said Andriy Zolotarev, 
the director of the Third Sector consulting 
firm. “It’s a strong step by the president’s 
team, and its timing is very effective.”

Many of these same experts were also 
convinced her release came at a potentially 
harsh price for Ukraine that the public 
might not even be aware of.

“The price that Ukraine will pay for free-
ing Savchenko has already been deter-
mined, and it could be tied to the recent 
alleged progress in fulfilling the Minsk 
accords, in particular the OSCE mission and 
certain positions agreed upon,” said Petro 
Oleshchuk, an assistant professor of politi-
cal science at Shevchenko National 
University in Kyiv. 

“The conditions are not known. The 
information won’t be released until the last 
minute. In all likelihood, this is a certain 
form of freezing the conflict, possibly main-
taining the Russian presence with the 
OSCE. Everything is hidden in such a way 
that it doesn’t create the impression of 
Ukraine’s victory. With victories there is no 
need to distract the public using grand PR 
pretexts such as Savchenko’s release.”

In another pessimistic forecast from 
Ukraine’s viewpoint, Yuriy Romanenko, the 
director of the Strategema Center for 
Political Analysis, said Ms. Savchenko is 
part of a grander Trojan horse strategy 
being orchestrated by Mr. Putin, in line with 
the Donbas special status.

“A generator of chaos with her psycho-
logical type and personality, she will be 
used to break the political system,” he said. 
“She’s uncontrollable, a fighter and she’s 
going to swing her sword left and right.”

As perhaps Mr. Putin’s last laugh in the 
Savchenko episode, a Russian court sen-
tenced on May 26 two more Ukrainian 
political prisoners – Mykola Karpiuk and 
Stanislav Klykh – to 22.5 and 20 years 
imprisonment, respectively, for charges 
stemming from their alleged involvement 
in the Russian-Chechen war in the 1990s.

(Continued from page 1)

Nadiya...

Nadiya Savchenko, barefoot, takes her first steps on Ukrainian territory after her 
release from a Russian prison.

Mikhail Palinchak/UNIAN
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July 8, 9, 10

Dumka Chorus - New York • Hurt Udych 
and many more acts to be announced

Ukrainian Village Exhibit • Film Festival
Varenyky Eating Contest • Delicious Food
Dancing, Music, Song

www.soyuzivka.com

Oksana Mukha

MC Serhiy “Foma” 
Fomenko MC  Lydia Kulbida Roma Pryma Bohachevsky Ukrainian Dance Workshop

Vasyl Popadiuk

Also per forming
Dumka Chorus - New York
and many more acts to be announced

Ukrainian Village Exhibit 
Varenyky Eating Contest • Delicious Food
Dancing, Music, Song

Also per forming
 Hurt Udych 

and many more acts to be announced

Film Festival

Also per forming
FRIDAY 

Evening Gala
benefit to 
Support 
Ukraine
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Yara Arts Group production looks beyond the icons
by Virlana Tkacz

Two years ago when we were all celebrating the bicenten-
nial of Taras Shevchenko’s birth, Yara Arts Group launched 
on a special project to create a new theater piece that would 
use Shevchenko’s poetry, but also would reveal a side of the 
artist we usually don’t see.

Yara’s “Dark Night Bright Stars” recreates the meeting of 
Shevchenko (1814-1861), the great Ukrainian poet and 
painter, and Ira Aldridge (1807-1867), the African 
American actor who was much honored in Europe. The 
two great artists, who rose up from serfdom and slavery, 
could not speak to each other directly, but they found a 
common language in art and song. Their meetings were 
documented in the diary of Count Tolstoy’s 15-year-old 
daughter, Katya (Ekaterina Tolstoy Yunge), who sometimes 
acted as their translator.

Communication without translation is at the heart of the 
show that I created with the cast. Paradoxically, the produc-
tion places focus on the word, providing it with great depth 
and multidimensionality. The characters exchange only a 
few important words – revealing the multiplicity of mean-
ings that usually escapes us in ordinary speech. Words like 
“mama,” “home,” “beautiful” and “friend” acquire the kind of 
depth of meaning found only in poetry.

We all know that Shevchenko, the bard of Ukraine, was 
born a serf near Kyiv and grew up in absolute poverty. His 
talent as a painter was recognized by a group of artists in 
St. Petersburg who helped buy his freedom. He studied 
painting at the Academy of Art, but also wrote poetry in 
Ukrainian, some of which was very critical of the tsar. He 
was arrested and sent to serve 25 years in Central Asia. But 
few know that he was freed after 10 years through the 
intercession of Count Tolstoy, who introduced him to Ira 
Aldridge, an African American actor who had left the U.S. to 
perform Shakespeare in Europe and Russia. During their 
meetings in 1858, Shevchenko drew his famous portrait of 
Aldridge. In the process they became close friends. 

In our show “Dark Night Bright Stars,” art becomes an 
additional means of communication. We expand the source 
material of Ekaterina Tolstoy Yunge’s diary with poems by 
Shevchenko, which I translated with Wanda Phipps, and 
excerpts from Shakespearean roles we know Aldridge per-
formed in St. Petersburg. The selection of poetry by 
Shevchenko deeply resounds with contemporary events, as 
do Aldridge’s monologues and Shevchenko’s paintings. 

Julian Kytasty created an original musical score for our 
show that quotes traditional Ukrainian folk songs that 
Shevchenko knew, as well as songs from the AME Zion 
Church hymnal, a church that Aldridge’s father attended. 

In the spring of 2014 we presented a developmental 
reading of “Dark Night Bright Stars” at La MaMa Theater. 
Then the U.S. Embassy brought us to Ukraine to perform at 
the American Festival in Odesa, and experimental theaters 
in Lviv and Kyiv. We were in Ukraine right after the events 

of the Maidan, and performed in Odesa only two days 
before the riots and horrendous fire. Yet people packed our 
performances. 

The critic for Kyiv’s Kino-teater wrote: “the play of imag-
es in the show is so rich… it is about the power of words 
and the power of art. The sensitive selection of poetry by 
Taras Shevchenko deeply resounds with a contemporary 
audience in the context of the ‘discussed’ yearning for the 
homeland.” 

Lviv’s Anastasia Kanarska added: “Yara showed us its 
own and our own Shevchenko… This was not Shevchenko 
the icon, but a portrayal of Shevchenko the living, emotion-
al and fierce artist, who wanted to create and who also 
dreamt of returning home. Director Virlana Tkacz looked 
beyond the stereotypes that usually envelop this artist. The 
memoirs of Katerina Yunge-Tolstoy fell into her hands at 
the right moment, allowing her to find her own way and 
create a real, unpretentious but elegant, flower to add to 
our anniversary bouquet for Taras.” 

When we were in Kyiv, we visited the Shevchenko 
Museum with our cast and were able to see the original 
pastel drawing of Aldridge in the museum archives. Jeremy 
Tardy, who plays Aldridge, and Shona Tucker, who plays his 
mother, told me they had seen reproductions of this por-
trait in various African American history books. But it was 
a special treat to see the original and to look at it so closely. 

When we returned from Ukraine, we were able to present 
one showing of our theater piece at The Ukrainian 
Museum in New York, surrounded by Shevchenko’s art.

In the fall of 2014, Yara created a special event at The 
Ukrainian Museum that focused on Shevchenko’s portrait 
of Aldridge then on exhibit. Writing in The Ukrainian 
Weekly (November 16, 2014), Mary Kalyna called it “One 
of the more original and thought-provoking tributes during 
the Shevchenko bicentennial year.” She continued: “In a 
coup for Yara Arts Group and a special treat for the audi-
ence, the program was introduced by Broadway star André 
De Shields… [who] highlighted the debt that he and all 
African American actors have to the trailblazing Aldridge, 
calling him the ‘father of the dream’ that Dr. Martin Luther 
King Jr. spoke of in 1963.” I had tears in my eyes as Mr. De 
Shields read our translation of Shevchenko’s “Letter to My 
Countrymen Dead, Alive and Not Yet Born,” bringing new 
depth and universality to a poem I had heard so many 
times before. 

Our event also included a lecture by Prof. Bernth 
Lindfors from the University of Texas, the foremost scholar 
on Aldridge, who spoke about the historical context of the 
Shevchenko-Aldridge meeting.

Now we are rehearsing and preparing to premiere our 
expanded production of “Dark Night Bright Stars” at La 
MaMa Experimental Theatre in New York. Our cast 
includes: Sean Eden as Shevchenko; Maria Pleskevich as 
Katya Tolstoy; Jeremy Tardy as Aldridge; Shona Tucker as 
his mother Luranah; her son Barak Tucker as the young 
Aldridge; and Julian Kytasty as the Kobzar. Our set and 
lights are designed by Watoku Ueno. The costumes are by 
Keiko Obremski. Projections are by Waldemart Klyuzko, 
who was nominated for a New York Innovative Theatre 
Award for his work on Yara’s “Raven.” 

Since 1990 Yara Arts Group has created 34 international 
collaborative cultural projects with contemporary and tra-
ditional artists from Eastern Europe, Central Asia and 
Siberia. These include: “Blind Sight,” about a blind 
Ukrainian writer who became a Japanese writer in 1914; 
“Circle,” with Buryat artists from Siberia and Gogol 
Bordello; “Swan” and “Raven,” based on poetry by Oleh 
Lysheha; “Er Toshtuk” based on a Kyrgyz epic; “Scythian 
Stones,” with Nina and Tonia Matvienko; and the recent 
“Hitting Bedrock,” about the war in Ukraine’s east.

La MaMa E.T.C. will present the American premiere of 
“Dark Night Bright Stars” on June 3-19 in its First Floor 
Theater at 74 E. Fourth St. in Manhattan. The production is 
made possible with public funds from the New York State 
Council on the Arts, New York City Department of Cultural 
Affairs, as well as Self-Reliance New York Federal Credit 
Union and friends of Yara Arts Group. 

Tickets for the shows at La MaMa are $18; $13 for stu-
dents and seniors; call 646-430-5374 or go to http://lama-
ma.org/dark_night/.

 REFLECTIONS ON SHEVCHENKO AND ALDRIDGE

Jeremy Tardy, who plays Ira Aldridge, in “Dark Night Bright Stars.” 

A curator at the Taras Shevchenko Museum in Kyiv shows Yara’s Virlana Tkacz, Jeremy Tardy, Maria Pleskevich 
and Shona Tucker the original Shevchenko drawing of Ira Aldridge. 

Waldemart Klyuzko.
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by Protodeacon Ihor Mahlay

PARMA, Ohio – On Sunday, April 24, the greater 
Cleveland Ukrainian American community commemorated 
a tragedy that befell Ukraine and the whole world 30 years 
earlier, when an explosion and release of radiation 
occurred at the Chornobyl nuclear power plant. 

The remembrance, organized by the United Ukrainian 
Organizations of Ohio, the Ukrainian Orthodox Church of 
the U.S.A. and St. Vladimir Cathedral Parish, began with a 
prayer service for the living and deceased. 

The prayers were led by Bishop Daniel (UOC-U.S.A.), 
Bishop Robert Moskal (retired bishop of the Ukrainian 
Catholic Church) and 10 local Ukrainian Orthodox and 
Catholic clergy. Responses were sung by the Cathedral 
Choir of St. Vladimir directed by Markian Komichak. The 

pastor of St. Vladimir Cathedral, the Very Rev. John 
Nakonachny, welcomed those present and noted the many 
efforts accomplished by the local Ukrainian community.

Introductory remarks about the accident in Chornobyl 
and the supportive response of the local community was 
given by the president of the community organizations, 
Marta Liscynesky Kelleher. 

A musical interlude of religious hymns, unique to the 
Ukrainian Eastern Church tradition, was performed by the 
Ukrainian Female Vocal Ensemble Zorya under the artistic 
direction of Natalia Basladynsky Mahlay. 

The theme of the commemoration – “We Remember 
and Support” – was emphasized by Bishop Daniel’s presen-
tation on the missionary work of the UOC-U.S.A. to the 

handicapped children of Ukraine. 
The program was concluded by brief comments of grati-

tude by the coordinator of this event, the Rev. Protodeacon 
Dr. Ihor Mahlay, director of the Office of Christian Charity, 
who acknowledged all the community charitable efforts 
during these last 30 years.

Present during this commemoration was an icon from 
Ukraine called “The Chornobyl Savior” that was specially 
commissioned in remembrance of this tragedy and the 
many innocent victims. 

Though this event was free of charge, over $6,000 in 
donations were collected for the local Fund to Aid Ukraine, 
which will be forwarded to the Church’s Orphanage Fund 
benefiting handicapped children. 

COMMUNITY CHRONICLE

Bishop Daniel of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the 
U.S.A. speaks about the Church’s charitable outreach to 

handicapped children in Ukraine.

The Ukrainian Female Vocal Ensemble Zorya performs during the Chornobyl commemoration.
St. Sophia Seminary staff

Cleveland community marks 30th anniversary of the Chornobyl disaster

and to take actions – admittedly halting, 
but actions nonetheless.

An important sign of this trend, Ms. 
Shevtsova suggests, is a new report called 
“Closing NATO’s Baltic Gap,” prepared by 
three former NATO commanders, Wesley 
Clark, Egon Ramms and Richard Shirreff, 
and the former foreign and defense minis-
ter of Estonia, Juri Luik. (The report is avail-
able online at icds.ee/fileadmin/media/
icds.ee/failid/ICDS_Report-Closing_
NATO_s_Baltic_Gap.pdf.)

The Russian analyst calls attention to 
three of the report’s most important argu-
ments. First, the authors say, Russia today 
is a “destabilizing” actor “both in the east-
ern and southern directions.” Second, 
Moscow has developed an effective system 
of shifting its forces rapidly from one place 
to another. And third, Russia has a com-
mand structure that is capable of taking 
decisions much more rapidly than does 
NATO. 

Indeed, the four remind that “the NATO 
command structures in the northern direc-
tion were liquidated,” something they clear-
ly believe can and must be reversed given 
Russian actions.

The authors paint a bleak picture of the 
alliance: There are fewer Americans in uni-
form in Europe than there are policemen in 
New York; Britain would find it hard to field 
a combat-capable brigade; and Germany’s 
army is not ready for any large-scale opera-
tions at all. How can such an alliance 

threaten Russia as the Kremlin claims? 
But, as a result of what the Kremlin has 

done and is doing, Ms. Shevtsova continues, 
the authors of the report, who are freer to 
say “what they want” than those still in ser-
vice, are calling on the alliance to use its 
Warsaw summit to develop a strategy of 
“tough containment” of Vladimir Putin’s 
Russia.

One has the impression, she says, that 
their views are far from marginal ones, and 
she points out that, “if only a third of their 
proposals are realized,” Russia will find 
itself in a clash of forces with the West – a 
clash it cannot win because it spends less 
than $88 billion a year on defense, while 
the NATO countries spend more than $1 
trillion.

Ms. Shevtsova asks: Can the Russian 
leadership really believe that the West 
won’t wake up? And can that leadership fail 
to remember what happened the last time 
there was such a military competition with 
the West – “the collapse of the USSR”? 
Admittedly, she says this was a case of “the 
law of unintended consequences.”

What Ms. Shevtsova does not address 
here, however, is something others fear: a 
Kremlin driven back to the only basis of 
equality it has with the West in the military 
area – nuclear weapons – and its use of 
blackmail about their possible utilization 
designed to undermine Western resolve to 
do anything. 

If that happens, the world will have 
entered into an era even more dangerous 
than any it has been in before – one in 
which a single mistake could lead to a 
nuclear Armageddon.

(Continued from page 6)

Kremlin reads...

Ukraine, therefore, had recently proposed 
a large OSCE armed police mission with a 
mandate for full access throughout the 
Russian-controlled territory in Ukraine’s 
east, and of potentially long duration. Kyiv 
hoped for a mission capable of deploying to 
the contact line between the opposing forc-
es in the field; monitoring the ceasefire; 
assigning responsibility for the recurrent 
incidents; verifying the pullback of heavy 
weaponry (with access to arms stockpiles of 
the combined Russian and proxy forces); 
and protecting what is legally the Ukrainian 
side of the Ukraine-Russia border in the 
secessionist territory, until the eventual 
return of Ukrainian border guards at some 
uncertain future time (see EDM, April 20).

Instead of that, the Normandy group’s 
Berlin meeting considered a common pro-
posal of the four parties, with technical 
inputs from the OSCE’s existing Special 
Monitoring Mission (SMM) in Ukraine. This 
meant, in practice, aborting Ukraine’s own 
recent proposal. The Ukrainian side tried 
hard in the meeting to beef up the mission 
concepts proposed by the other partici-
pants (Ukrinform, May 11, 12).

Russia’s Foreign Affairs Minister Sergei 
Lavrov rejected the idea of provisional 
OSCE control along that border (see above). 
Mr. Lavrov cited Ukraine’s “obligations” 
under the Minsk armistice (i.e., consent to 
elections in Donetsk-Luhansk) as a prereq-
uisite to negotiating joint control of that 
border by Ukrainian and Donetsk-Luhansk 
personnel (Interfax, UNIAN, May 11, 12; 

Liga.net, May 16.).
In Donetsk, that “people’s republic’s” 

head (glava), Aleksandr Zakharchenko, 
announced that an armed OSCE police mis-
sion, as Ukraine had proposed, would be 
deemed an “act of aggression” (Novosti 
Donetskoy Narodnoy Respubliki, Dnr-
news.com, May 11). Such statements are 
usually meant to increase the otherwise 
understandable risk-aversion among the 
OSCE SMM’s personnel. In this case, it also 
suggests that any elections would be 
policed on terms set by Moscow and 
Donetsk-Luhansk separatists, i.e., not reli-
ably policed and insecure.

On the proposed Donetsk-Luhansk elec-
tions, Mr. Lavrov argued that this process 
forms only one part of a package, which 
requires Ukraine’s Parliament to also enact: 
a new law on elections, a special status for 
the Donetsk-Luhansk territories, a consti-
tutional amendment enshrining that status, 
and an amnesty applying to “insurgents” 
there. “Until the Verkhovna Rada adopts 
this package, elections are practically 
impossible,” the Russian foreign affairs 
minister stated (Interfax, May 11).

This intransigence is misleading, howev-
er. Moscow reckons that Berlin, Paris and 
other capitals want those elections to be 
held as a pseudo-solution to an increasingly 
vexing problem. Moscow, therefore, hopes 
that Ukraine’s Western partners would 
pressure Kyiv to take those steps and make 
the elections possible on Russia’s terms, 
complete with that “package.”

The article above is reprinted from 
Eurasia Daily Monitor with permission from 
its publisher, the Jamestown Foundation, 
www.jamestown.org.

(Continued from page 3)

Normandy...
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la’s indigenous Turkic speaking people, have 
openly protested the annexation. (Crimean 
Desk, RFE/RL’s Ukrainian Service)

Trudeau plans Ukraine visit

KYIV – Canadian Prime Minister Justin 
Trudeau is planning to pay an official visit 
to Ukraine this summer, reports Ukrinform 
citing its own source. The details of the visit 
are yet to be agreed, but the most probable 
date is early July. Ukraine and Canada plan 
to sign a free trade agreement during Mr. 
Trudeau’s visit. The document will provide 
for gradual reduction of import duties, and 
would eventually see near-elimination of 
duties on goods coming into Canada from 
Ukraine. (Ukraine Today)

Mogherini expects extension of sanctions

BERLIN – European Union foreign-policy 
chief Federica Mogherini says she expects 
sanctions against Russia over its actions in 
Ukraine to be renewed in July. “The heads of 
state and governments had required that 
the sanctions be lifted when the Minsk 
agreement is fully implemented,” Ms. 
Mogherini said in an interview published on 
May 19 by Germany’s Die Welt newspaper. 
“But, that’s something that we haven’t 
achieved yet.” The Minsk deal signed in 
February 2015 has helped reduce fighting 
between Ukrainian government forces and 

Russia-backed separatists in eastern 
Ukraine, but sporadic clashes have contin-
ued. The EU imposed sanctions targeting 
Russia’s oil, defense, and banking sectors in 
2014, and they are due to expire at the end 
of July. Some EU countries have suggested 
sanctions might be eased in an effort to 
defuse tensions with Moscow. (RFE/RL, 
based on reporting by AFP and Reuters)

IMF mission: Kyiv making progress

KYIV – A mission from the International 
Monetary Fund (IMF) has said at the con-
clusion of an eight-day visit to Kyiv that 
Ukraine has made considerable progress in 
restoring macroeconomic stability during 
the past year, despite difficult circumstanc-
es faced by the war-torn country. The IMF 
mission said on May 18 that it was impor-
tant for the Ukrainian government to boost 
its efforts to ensure fiscal and financial sta-
bility. It said Kyiv also needed to “decisively 
enhance transparency and the rule of law,” 
and to reform a large and inefficient sector 
of state-owned enterprises. The mission 
said implementation of strong measures in 
those areas would clear the way for the IMF 
executive board to consider the resumption 
of a $17.5 billion loan program that has 
been held up since October amid concerns 
about corruption. Ukraine’ s mew prime 
minister, Volodymyr Groysman, has 
pledged to maintain the momentum of 
reforms with a focus on fulfilling commit-
ments to the IMF. (RFE/RL, based on 
reporting by Reuters and AP)

Ukraine renames Dnipropetrovsk 

KYIV – The Ukrainian Parliament has 
voted to change the name of the country’s 
third-largest city from Dnipropetrovsk to 
Dnipro. Lawmakers voted 247-97 on May 
19 for renaming the eastern city of more 
than 1 million residents as part of a decom-
munization campaign. The city was original-
ly known as Katerynoslav. It was named 
Dnipropetrovsk in 1926 after the Dnipro 
River and Ukraine’s Soviet Communist Party 
leader Hryhorii Petrovsky. Under legislation 
adopted in May 2015, the Communist gov-
ernment that ruled between 1917 and 1991 
is condemned as a criminal regime. Its sym-
bols and propaganda are banned – a mea-
sure that requires the removal of all 
Communist monuments not related to 
World War II and renaming public places 
and landmarks bearing Soviet names. The 
legislation applies the same treatment to the 
Nazi German regime, which occupied and 
controlled much of Ukraine during World 
War II. (RFE/RL’s Ukrainian Service)

Petition on Eurovision winner rejected

GENEVA – The European Broadcasting 
Union has responded to a petition calling 
on the EBU to alter the results of the 61st 
Eurovision Song Contest. The petition had 
called on the organizers of the contest to 
declare Russia the winner of the contest 
after Sergey Lazarev topped the televote. In 
a statement the EBU said that: “The 
Eurovision Song Contest is a much-loved 
competition now in its 61st year. There can 
only be one winner. We understand that the 
outcome of the Eurovision Song Contest 
will always create conversation and a dif-
ference of opinion. However in a competi-
tion where the results are decided based on 
a subjective appreciation of music, this will 
always be the case. The winner of the 2016 
Eurovision Song Contest was decided by 
music industry professionals and viewers 
at home, each with a 50 percent stake in 
the result. Ukraine’s Jamala won, thanks to 
broad support from both the juries as well 
as televoters. She did so with an outstand-
ing performance of an emotional song, tell-
ing a personal story. The result of the 2016 
Eurovision Song Contest remains valid and 
was reached in accordance with the rules 
agreed by each participating broadcaster 
and artist and known to every dedicated 
fan. Ukraine is, and will remain, the winner 
of the 2016 Eurovision Song Contest. We 
call upon those who signed this petition to 
accept the result, valid in accordance with 
the rules, and to continue a constructive 
dialogue about how to further strengthen 
and improve the Eurovision Song Contest 
as it enters its seventh decade.” (Eurovoix)

RFE/RL’s Crimea website is unblocked

KYIV – RFE/RL’s Crimean news desk, 
Krym.Realii, has welcomed Moscow’s deci-
sion to unblock its news website in Russia 
and Moscow-annexed Crimea. A spokes-
man for Russia’s media regulator, 
Roskomnadzor, Vadim Ampelonsky, said on 
May 13 that Krym.Realii (Crimea.Realities) 
was unblocked after RFE/RL’s Crimean 
news desk followed a request by Russia’s 
Prosecutor General’s Office to remove from 
the site “materials that contain illegal infor-
mation.” However, RFE/RL’s Crimean desk 
says it removed no content from the site in 
response to the May 12 blocking of its web-
site by Russian Internet providers. RFE/
RL’s Crimean desk chief Volodymyr Prytula 
said that “we received no demands from 
Roskomnadzor calling for the removal of 
any kind of content. So we removed no con-
tent.” He added, “Crimea.Realities will con-
tinue providing unbiased information to 
the people of Crimea, considering the 
blockage of information and the tremen-
dous pressure on information.” (RFE/RL, 
with reporting by Interfax)

Hacker admits guilt in trading scheme 

NEWARK, N.J. – A Ukrainian computer 
hacker has become the first to plead guilty 
to what U.S. authorities called the biggest 
hacking scheme ever to game global mar-
kets, reaping $100 million in illegal profits. 
Vadym Iermolovych, 28, of Kyiv, on May 16 
joined three financial traders in admitting 
they hacked into thousands of corporate 
news releases before they were published 
and used the stolen information to make 
money through illegal insider trades on top 
company stocks. Three hackers and seven 
traders, many with ties to Russia, have been 
charged by U.S. prosecutors for stealing 
unpublished news releases from Business 
Wire, Marketwired, and PR Newswire 
between February 2010 to August 2015. 
Authorities say the traders gave the hackers 
“shopping lists” of releases they wanted to 
see in advance, including ones with market-
sensitive financial results, and then traded 
the stocks, including Caterpillar, Home 
Depot, Las Vegas Sands and Panera Bread. 
The hackers were routinely paid a cut of the 
profits. Mr. Iermolovych, who pleaded guilty 
to conspiracy to commit wire fraud, con-
spiracy to commit computer hacking and 
aggravated identity theft, faces up to 20 
years in prison. Other accused hackers 
include Ukrainians Oleksandr Ieremenko 
and Ivan Turchynov. Their whereabouts are 
not known. (RFE/RL, based on reporting by 
AP and Reuters) 

Held for ‘membership’ in banned group 

SYMFEROPOL, Ukraine – Russia-backed 
Crimean authorities have detained four 
Crimean Tatars on suspicion of being mem-
bers of an Islamic group that is banned in 
Russia. Crimea’s de facto prosecutor-gener-
al, Natalia Poklonskaya, said the four men 
detained on May 12 were suspected mem-
bers of Hizb ut-Tahrir, which Russia desig-
nates a terrorist organization. She said 
three were being investigated for partici-
pating in the activities of a terrorist organi-
zation, and one was being investigated for 
organizing terrorist activities. A leader of 
the Crimean Tatars, Zair Smedlya, and 
human rights lawyer Emil Kuberdinov con-
demned the detention of the four men, call-
ing it the “continuation of repression 
against the Crimean Tatars” by pro-Russia 
authorities in the Ukrainian peninsula. The 
arrests occurred during a visit by Russia’s 
recently appointed presidential human 
rights ombudsman, Tatyana Moskalkova, to 
the peninsula. Several Crimean Tatars were 
arrested earlier this year for allegedly being 
Hizb ut-Tahrir members, a move Tatar 
activists called “politically motivated.” Hizb 
ut-Tahrir, a London-based Sunni political 
organization, seeks to unite all Muslim 
countries into an Islamic caliphate. It says it 
does not advocate violence. (RFE/RL’s 
Ukrainian Service)

Ombudsman wants closure of website 

KYIV – Ukraine’s ombudswoman Valeria 
Lutkovska urged the country’s authorities 
on May 12 to shut down a Kyiv-based web-
site for “violating Ukrainian laws on infor-
mation and personal data.” The website 
Myrotvorets revealed the personal infor-
mation of more than 4,000 journalists who 
it said were illegally accredited by Russia-
backed separatists in Ukraine’s eastern 
regions of Donetsk and Luhansk. Ms. 
Lutkovska’s call came a day after the repre-
sentative on freedom of the media of the 
Organization for Security and Cooperation 
in Europe, Dunja Mijatovic, expressed con-
cerns about the safety of journalists in 
Ukraine following the leaks, after which 
some of the journalists on the list received 
threats. On May 11, Kyiv’s city prosecutor’s 
office said it had launched investigations 
into the leaks, calling the matter an 
“obstruction of the professional activities of 
journalists.” (RFE/RL’s Ukrainian Service)

(Continued from page 2)
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JACQUES HNIZDOVSKY
 PRINTS  DRAWINGS  PAINTINGS
William Greenbaum Fine Prints has been in business now 
for more than 50 years. We currently have 50 signed prints 
by Mr. Hnizdovsky for sale and we are seeking to purchase 

more of his prints as well as his drawings and paintings.

ALL PRINTS NOW ILLUSTRATED ONLINE AT:
 www.greenbaumprints.com

Please email us at wngreenbaum@verizon.net
or phone us at 508-284-7036. 

William Greenbaum Fine Prints
98 South Street

Rockport, MA 01966 
Open By Appointment 

Member: International Fine Print Dealers Association

PARSIPPANY, N.J. – A local Ukrainian 
American, Mayor Roman Hirniak of 
Randolph, N.J., is running for county free-
holder in Morris County. He is one of seven 
Republicans competing in the June 7 pri-
mary for the county’s Board of Chosen 
Freeholders.

Mr. Hirniak was elected to the Randolph 
Township Council in November 2012, after 
having served two terms on the Planning 
Board and one term each on the Recreation 
Advisory Committee and the Traffic 
Advisory Committee. During 2015, he was 
the township’s deputy mayor and now 
serves as the township’s mayor. He is also 
an elected member of the Morris County 

Republican Committee, representing 
Randolph’s 10th Voting District.

A graduate of Marquette University and 
The John Marshall Law School, Mr. Hirniak 
is a practicing attorney, specializing in the 
representation of financial institutions. He 
has worked all of his professional life in 
New Jersey and is currently a vice-presi-
dent and senior counsel with Santander 
Bank US. He is a member of the Randolph 
Rotary Club.

During his first year on Randolph’s 
Township Council, Mr. Hirniak initiated a 
project with the cooperation of Ukraine’s 
Consul General Igor Sybiga to develop a sis-
ter-city relationship between Randolph 

and a comparable municipality in Ukraine. 
With the support of both Mr. Sybiga and 
the Rev. Roman Mirchuk, pastor of St. John 
the Baptist Ukrainian Catholic Church in 
nearby Whippany, he introduced Township 
of Randolph Resolution 105-14 supporting 
Ukraine’s efforts to exercise its indepen-
dent and sovereign rights, free from out-
side intervention.

Mr. Hirniak is also very active in support-
ing New Jersey’s animal welfare communi-
ty, having introduced Randolph Township 
Ordinance 21-14, which bans breeders 
operating puppy mills and kitten factories 
from selling dogs and cats in the municipal-
ity. It is the first ordinance of its kind in 
Morris County. Now a part of the town-
ship’s municipal code, it is being cited as a 
template for similar legislation by other 
municipalities in the county and state. 

The Chicago-born Mr. Hirniak was 
always active in Ukrainian-related activi-
ties. He was a member of Plast Ukrainian 
Scouting Organization, as well as various 
Ukrainian dance and choir groups, and he 
attended the School of Ukrainian Studies.

He continues his involvement in 
Ukrainian Saturday schools. From 2006 
until 2012, he was the director of the St. 
Andrew Memorial Church School of 
Ukrainian Studies in South Bound Brook, 
N.J., and he taught the third grade there in 
2005-2006. His direct involvement with the 

Educational Council of the Ukrainian 
Congress Committee of America continues 
today, through his service as a pedagogical 
advisor for three East Coast schools of 
Ukrainian studies, as well as the Ukrainian 
school in Chicago from which he graduated 
in 1986, and as a member of the council’s 
Mediation Court.

As a young man, Mr. Hirniak was a com-
petitive swimmer and he continued to com-
pete in his adult years. Over a recent span of 
five summers, he was the camp director, head 
boys’ counselor and head swimming instruc-

Ukrainian American runs for county freeholder

NOTES ON PEOPLE

Roman Hirniak

(Continued on page 16)

Roman Hirniak congratulates the 2016 graduates of the St. Andrew Memorial 
Church School of Ukrainian Studies on successfully completing their oral exams on 
five subjects (part of “matura”), during which Mr. Hirniak chaired the Examination 
Committee. From left are: Dmytro Zholobak, Christina Kalni, Vasyl Slupskyy, 

Andriy Tymchyshyn, Mr. Hirniak and Oksana Kit.

“Notes on People” is a feature geared toward reporting on the achievements of members 
of the Ukrainian community and the Ukrainian National Association. All submissions 
should be concise due to space limitations and must include the person’s UNA branch 
number (if applicable). Items will be published as soon as possible after their receipt.
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New award-winning work by photojournalist Marta Iwanek
by Oksana Zakydalsky

TORONTO – Last year, Marta Iwanek won 
the Tom Hanson Photojournalism Award, 
presented by the Canadian Journalism 
Foundation (CJF) and The Canadian Press. 
On Saturday, April 24, she was the recipient 
of more photography awards. 

One was a prize for the best portrait – a 
photo of a Kenyan girl, Mumtaz Ibrahim, 
who was born with a disfigured face and 
underwent surgery in Toronto in March 
2015. This photo was included in the 
National Pictures of the Year winners 
selected by the News Photographers 
Association of Canada, Canada’s largest 
photojournalism competition. 

Ms. Iwanek also won first place from the 
National Press Photographers Association 
for the Best of Photojournalism, Portrait 
and Personality, an international award. 
The photo shows 11-year-old Mykola 
Nyzhnykovskyi of Ukraine on his bed after 
being admitted to Shriners Hospitals for 
Children in Montreal. The Shriners 

Hospitals agreed to assess and treat 
Mykola’s prosthetic needs. Ms. Iwanek was 
working as a freelancer when she took 
Mykola’s photo, showing a sad result of the 
ongoing war in Ukraine.

 On August 24, 2015, Mykola and his 
brother were playing near their home in 
eastern Ukraine when they came across an 
undetonated grenade. The blast immedi-
ately killed his brother; it left Mykola as a 
triple amputee, missing both his legs and 
his right arm. He also sustained severe inju-
ries to his face, teeth and eyes.

Thanks to the Ukrainian medical team 
from Canada that was in Ukraine at the 
time, which met Mykola, the boy has some 
hope of regaining the use of his limbs. 
Mykola is now living in Montreal with his 
mother. 

Ms. Iwanek also received an award for 
the best Single Multimedia Project for her 
work on “The Amazing Repair of Charlie’s 
Tiny Heart” which documented nine-month 
old Charlie Lefave’s open-heart surgery at 
Sick Kids. Eleven-year-old Mykola Nyzhnykovskyi of Ukraine.

Marta Iwanek

tor for the Chornomorska Sitch Sports School 
at the Soyuzivka Heritage Center. During 
those years, he was also Sitch’s vice presi-
dent. In addition, in June 2014 he was the 
head swimming instructor at the Ukrainian 
American Youth Association’s Beskyd camp-
ground in Baraboo, Wis.

Soyuzivka has been a part of Mr. Hirniak’s 
life for many years, starting with his employ-
ment there as a lifeguard for four summers 
during the early 1990s and continuing more 
recently as a member of the judging panel 
for the annual Miss Soyuzivka pageant. 

He was also instrumental in organizing 
and running the annual Labor Day weekend 
swim meet at Soyuzivka, in which he com-
peted as a youth. The sanctioning body of 
that meet, the Ukrainian Sports Federation 
of the U.S.A. and Canada, is an organization 
he served as secretary for many years; he 
now chairs its Mediation Court. 

Mr. Hirniak has three children: Alex, a 
freshman majoring in biomedical engineer-
ing at Rutgers University, and Juliana and 
Adriana who are, respectively, a junior and 
a freshman at Randolph High School.

Mr. Hirniak is a member of Ukrainian 
National Association Branch 88.

Of his campaign for freeholder, Mr. 
Hirniak says: “My platform was developed 
months ago, after repeatedly hearing from 
local elected officials and the county’s resi-
dents about years of volatile budgeting 
practices on the Freeholder Board and con-
cern that its bond rating will now be low-
ered.” He added: “I will bring to the board 
my proven experience of professional 
stewardship of residents’ tax dollars, 
ensuring that the county’s bond rating is 
never again in jeopardy.” 

Mr. Hirniak noted that Moody’s Investors 
Service in August 2015 upgraded Randolph 
Township’s outstanding long-term general 
obligation debt rating from AA1 to its highest 
rating of AAA. Moody’s cited Randolph’s con-
servative fiscal management, strong financial 
policies and practices, ample reserve levels 
and low direct debt burden as the basis for 
this rating. As a result, Randolph became one 
of fewer than 20 municipalities in New 
Jersey to receive a rating of AAA from both 
Moody’s and Standard & Poor’s, the latter 
having reaffirmed its highest rating for the 
township in April 2013. 

With several thousand Ukrainians living 
in Morris County, Mr. Hirniak feels he has a 
good chance for victory in the June 7 primary.

(Continued from page 15)

Ukrainian American...
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MONTREAL – Adriana Luhovy is cur-
rently working on a feature documentary 
film, tentatively titled “Recovery Room,” for 
which she is director and cameraperson.

The documentary deals with the cur-
rent war in eastern Ukraine and the dias-
pora’s response on a humanitarian level. It 
is based on interviews and unique archival 
footage, contributing to a better under-
standing of the war, its effect on the young 
men and women fighting, and why/how 
Ukrainians across Canada are providing 
humanitarian assistance. It follows the 
journey of the patients and medical teams, 
both Canadian and Ukrainian, over the 
course of two medical missions, and it cap-
tures the close interaction between them. 

The documentary exposes the human 
stories of many of the Ukrainian patients, 
conveying what they have gone through 
before, during and after their significant 
psychological and physical trauma, put in 
context of the war. 

Filming of the documentary first began 
when Ms. Luhovy was invited by the 
Canada Ukraine Foundation to join the 
team of the Canadian Medical Mission to 
Ukraine in May 2015 as photographer of 
the mission. During this time, she noticed 
that news channels would come and go 
but not capture the real depth of all that 
was occurring. She began to film and inter-
view, as well as continue to photograph. 

“It was important to document the work 
of the doctors and patients, record the sto-
ries and emotions, ensuring this was not 
forgotten,” she explained. “The war, its 
destruction and its impact on society is 
told. I believe the film will propel discus-
sions on topics of human rights, freedom, 
justice, independence, sacrifice and 
Ukrainian history.” The documentary is 
being produced and edited by Yurij 
Luhovy. 

Ms. Luhovy further noted: “I was privi-
leged to be in the Kyiv Main Military 
Clinical Hospital operating rooms every 
day for two medical missions, close to 
everything that happened. The injured sol-
diers were from all over Ukraine – from 
Lviv to Luhansk. Some were still recover-
ing from injuries on the Maidan during the 
revolution. I was also granted special per-
mission to stay and continue my work con-
ducting interviews and filming at the Kyiv 
Main Military Hospital even after the 
Canadian medical team returned to 
Canada, having gained complete trust of 
the soldiers and medical teams. These 
unique interviews form the story.”

She expressed her gratitude to Victor 
Hetmanczuk, Krystina Waler, Dr. Oleh 
Antonyshyn, Dr. Ihor Fedirko and many 
more “for the opportunity to be with 
them.” 

In February, Ms. Luhovy visited the sol-
diers and staff during the fourth medical 
mission in Kyiv as a follow-up, receiving 
additional materials for the documentary. 

Her photographs have been published 
in Maclean’s magazine, the Toronto Star, Le 
Devoir, Forbes magazine, Radio Free 
Europe/Radio Free Liberty online, Kyiv 
Post, Euromaidan Press, Ukrainian 
Canadian papers and others. 

Ms. Luhovy created a website to sup-
port 11-year-old Mykola Nyzhnykovskyi, 
the victim of a horrific undetonated-gre-
nade explosion, who is currently being 
treated at Montreal’s Shriner’s Hospital. 

She also designed the Canada Ukraine 
Foundation’s medical mission logo, brand-
ing materials and certificates, as well as 
the Help Us Help The Children website. 

Prior to joining CUF’s medical mission, 
Ms. Luhovy was Ukrainian program coor-

dinator in New York City for Advancing 
Human Rights, working on high-profile 
human rights abuse cases, including the 
plight of Nadiya Savchenko. She is a gradu-
ate of Montreal’s Concordia University in 
communications studies; of Vancouver 
Film School in digital design; and of New 
York School of Visual Arts in design for 
social change. She attended the University 
of Kyiv-Mohyla Academy summer school 
and the Ukrainian Catholic University in 
Lviv. Her work on historical documentaries 
began as the main camera operator for the 
award-winning feature documentary 
“Genocide Revealed.”

For over 10 months, the filming of 
“Recovery Room” had no financial support, 
but Adriana continued. Readers may view 
trailer for the film at: https://www.you-
tube.com/watch?v=OcjAsbhoTl8.

For further information or to help sup-
port the project, see www.adrianaluhovy.
com or call 514-481-5871.

Adriana Luhovy’s documentary film “Recovery Room” in production

Canadian Ambassador to Ukraine Roman Waschuk with film director Adriana 
Luhovy during the filming of “Recovery Room,” in Kyiv.
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June 2 Film festival screening, “Mezhyhiria” by Volodymyr 
New York Tykhyy, The Ukrainian Museum, 212-228-0110 or 
 www.ukrainianmuseum.org

June 3 Film night, “Romani dream” by Roman Bondarchuk, 
New York “Diana,” “Myroslav,” “Denys,” “Renata,” “Mova,”
 “Rotation” and “The Southern Border,” all directed by
 Serhiy Lysenko, The Ukrainian Museum, 212-228-0110 
 or www.ukrainianmuseum.org

June 3-5 Fairmount Avenue Arts Crawl,  “Petrykivka: The Soul of 
Philadelphia Ukraine,” Ukrainian League of Philadelphia,
 www.ukrainianleague.com or 
 www.fairmountaveartscrawl.com

June 3-12 World Conference, Ukrainian Youth Association, Ukrainian
Whippany, NJ American Cultural Center of New Jersey, Whippany@cym.org

June 3-19 Performance, “Dark Night Bright Stars,” Yara Arts Group 
New York and La MaMa Experimental Theater Club, 
 646-430-5374 or http://lamama.org/dark_night 

June 4 Concert, Ukrainian Bandurist Chorus, Ukrainian Cultural
Los Angeles Center, www.bandura.org or
 www.ukrainianculturecenter.org

June 4 Ukrainian Bonfire, Ukrainian American Coordinating 
San Francisco Council, Ocean Beach, www.uacc-vatra1.eventbrite.com

June 4 Concert, “Waves of Freedom,” Svitanok Ukrainian Dance 
Ottawa Society, Centerpointe Studio Theater, Shenkman Arts 
 Center, 613-580-2700 or www.svitanok.ca

June 4 Concert, “Our Shevchenko: Path to Freedom” featuring the
Ottawa Telnyuk Sisters and chamber orchestra, St. Paul University,
 www.eventbrite.ca/e/our-shevchenko-path-to-freeom-tickets- 
 25209880431

June 4 Concert with bass opera singer Stefan Szkafarowsky, 
New York Ukrainian National Women’s League of America, The 
 Ukrainian Museum, 212-228-0110 or www.ukrainianmuseum.org

June 4 Concert, with Anychka from Lviv, and the Kalynonka Dance
Stamford, CT Ensemble, the Rusalka choir, and the group Rodyna, 
 St. Basil Seminary, 203-434-5489 or www.rsukraine.org

June 5 Film festival screening, “Ivan Syla” (Ivan the Powerful)
New York by Viktor Andriyenko, The Ukrainian Museum, 
 212-228-0110 or www.ukrainianmuseum.org

June 5 Annual end of year concert, Zolotyj Promin Ukrainian 
Hartford, CT Dance Ensemble, Ukrainian National Home of Hartford,
 860-673-0833

June 8 Film festival presentation, “Such Beautiful People” by 
Ottawa Dmytro Moyseyev, St. Paul University, 

June 9 Benefit fund-raiser, “United We Help: Send a Child to 
New York Camp,” Help Us Help the Children, Ukrainian Institute of 
 America, www.huhtc.us

June 10 Film screening, “Mamai” by Oles Sanin, The Ukrainian 
New York Museum, 212-228-0110 or www.ukrainianmuseum.org

June 10-August 28 Exhibit, “Embroidery: The Road to Victory,” Ukrainian 
Chicago National Museum, 312-421-8020 or 
 www.ukrainiannationalmuseum.org

June 11 Golf outing, Ukrainian American Sports Center Tryzub,
Ambler, PA Limekiln Golf Club, 215-914-1251 or 215-643-0643
 
June 11 Fund-raiser evening, “Ukrainian Cabaret,” Ukrainian 
Lehighton, PA Homestead, www.ukrhomestead.com or 610-377-4621

June 11 Spring Festival, Taras Shevchenko Ukrainian Community,
Etobicoke, ON Center, 416-255-6249

Entries in “Out and About” are listed free of charge. Priority is given to events 
advertised in The Ukrainian Weekly. However, we also welcome submissions 
from all our readers. Items will be published at the discretion of the editors 
and as space allows. Please send e-mail to mdubas@ukrweekly.com.

Congressional Ukrainian 
Caucus

Joint statement by Congressional Ukraine 
Caucus co-chairs Sander Levin (D-Mich.), 
Marcy Kaptur (D-Ohio) and Mike Fitzpatrick 
(R-Pa.), and caucus members Ryan Costello 
(R-Pa.), Rosa DeLauro(D-Conn.), Robert Dold 
(R-Ill.), Dan Lipinski (D-Ill.), Nita Lowey 
(D-N.Y.), Carolyn Maloney (D-N.Y.), Tim 
Murphy (R-Pa.), Mike Quigley (D-Ill.), Dave 
Reichert (R-Wash.), and Adam Smith 
(D-Wash.) issued on May 25.

We welcome the news of the release of 

Nadiya Savchenko. Our thoughts are also 
with her family and loved ones. Throughout 
her imprisonment and trial, Savchenko has 
come to represent the spirit of an indepen-
dent Ukraine, free from interference and 
eager to embrace the will of its own people. 
Her case touched communities from across 
the globe who united to advocate for her 
release. 

We continue to condemn Russia’s han-
dling of Savchenko’s capture, trial and sen-
tencing. Russian authorities repeatedly 
delayed trial and hearing dates, moved her 
trial, and restricted access both to witness-
es and the independent press. Once again, 
we call on Russian authorities to respect 
the rule of law and release all those held 
unlawfully in Russian custody.

(Continued from page 7)

The return...

Eugene Czolij, president of the Ukrainian 
World Congress, stated: “The Ukrainian 
World Congress calls for FIFA to add its 
voice to the condemnation of Russia’s 
actions by the international community by 
revoking Russia’s privilege to host the 2018 
World Cup, an honor of which Russia has 
proven itself unworthy.”

Domenico Scala, head of FIFA’s Audit 
and Compliance Committee, said in 2015 
that “should there be evidence that the 
awards to Qatar and Russia came only 
because of bought votes, then the awards 
could be cancelled.” David Bernstein, for-
mer chairman of the English Football 
Association, had called on all UEFA nations 
to boycott the 2018 and 2022 World Cups 
due to allegations of corruption in the bid-
ding process. 

The doping scandal of Russian athletes 
that made headlines in 2014 and again this 
year has also rocked Russia’s chances of 

hosting the World Cup in 2018.  A German 
TV documentary, “Secret Doping Case” 
(Gehemasache Doping), that showed the 
doping issue was a systemic problem, with 
banned substances being pushed on 
Russia’s athletes by their coaches. Following 
the release of the documentary, the World 
Anti-Doping Agency (WADA) launched its 
investigation. The International Association 
of Athletics Federations (IAAF), in a recent 
vote by its council, voted to suspend Russia’s 
membership in the IAAF. As a result, Russia 
may skip the 2016 Olympic Games in Rio de 
Janeiro. Meanwhile, the International 
Olympic Committee is expected to vote to 
ban Russian athletes from the 2016 compe-
tition later this month. A total of 18 Russian 
athletes had lab results test positive for sub-
stances banned by the IAAF. 

FIFA, Moscow analysts say, would need 
to mirror the IOC’s decision and thus 
Russia could be stripped of hosting rights 
for the 2018 World Cup.

Source: “Pressure mounts to revoke 
Russia’s hosting of FIFA 2018 World Cup,” 
The Ukrainian Weekly, June 15, 2014.

(Continued from page 6)

Turning...
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� e Taras Shevchenko School of Ukrainian Studies
 in cooperation with 

� e Washington Group 
requests the pleasure of your company at our 

Ukrainian Debutante Ball 
Washington, DC

to be held on 

Saturday, June 11, 2016
 at the 

Marriott Wardman Park Hotel
2660 Woodley Rd., NW, Washington, DC  (Metro accessible)  

Music by KLOPIT  

For more information and to purchase tickets visit: 
www.ukrainianschooldc.org or email: zabavadc@gmail.com

Miss Xenia Danylyszyn
Escort: Mykola Shevchik

Miss Sophia Koval
Escort: Matthew Bottiglieri

Miss Lydia Kowalskyj
Escort: Mateyko McKay

Miss Maria Kulchyckyj
Escort: Ivan Wolansky

Miss So� a Ponos
Escort: Julian Fedorciw

Miss Sonia Schmidt
Escort: Arman Azad

Miss Julia Sloniewsky
Escort: Andriy Nix

Check out 

and its newly redesigned 
online edition at
and subscribe 
for only $40 
a year!

The Ukrainian Weekly, 
founded in 1933, is published by 

the Ukrainian National Association.
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support the International Organization for 
Migration, the United Nations Population 
Fund and other international humanitarian 
organizations. By providing much-needed 
medical supplies, blankets, hygiene items 
and food, the new funds will help meet the 
basic survival needs of thousands of vulner-

able people. This funding will also help 
improve access to health-care services, 
and will provide resources to aid in the 
prevention of and response to gender-
based violence.

According to the most recent United 
Nations estimates, more than 3.1 million 
vulnerable people in Ukraine – including 
many children, disabled and elderly indi-
viduals – are in need of food, water, shelter, 
medicine, health care and basic services.

(Continued from page 7)

U.S. announces...
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PREVIEW OF EVENTS
Thursday, June 2

NEW YORK: The film “Mezhyhiria,” a documentary by 
Volodymyr Tykhyy (2013, Ukrainian/Russian with English sub-
titles, 53 minutes), will be shown at 7 p.m. Before the Euro-
Maidan, investigative journalists Serhiy Leshchenko and 
Mustafa Nayyem, both now national deputies in Ukraine’s 
Parliament, and others, track the trail of ownership of the 
Mezhyhiria compound, once a public park and former State 
House, which mysteriously became a private reserve for Viktor 
Yanukovych, then the president of Ukraine. Ukrainian Museum 
Film Festival admission is $10. The Ukrainian Museum is locat-
ed at 222 E. Sixth St.; telephone, 212-228-0110; website, www.
ukrainianmuseum.org.
Friday, June 3

NEW YORK: At 7 p.m. The Ukrainian Museum will present 
three segments of short documentary films: (1) “Romani 
Dream,” a series of shorts directed by Roman Bondarchuk, fea-
turing four people who want to be model Ukrainian citizens: 
“Diana,” “Myroslav,” “Denys” and “Renata” (22 minutes in total); 
(2) “Mova” (16 minutes), directed by Serhiy Lysenko, which 
takes viewers to the east and south of Ukraine, where activists 
organize free Ukrainian language courses; and (3) Mr. 
Lysenko’s films “Rotation” (six minutes) and “The Southern 
Border” (14 minutes) about the war in Ukraine’s east. 
Ukrainian Museum Film Festival admission is $10. The 
Ukrainian Museum is located at 222 E. Sixth St.; telephone, 
212-228-0110; website, www.ukrainianmuseum.org.
Friday, June 3-Sunday, June 19

NEW YORK: Yara Arts Group’s new theater piece, “Dark Night 
Bright Stars,” is set in 1858 when the Ukrainian poet Taras 
Shevchenko, set free after 10 years’ imprisonment, meets the 
great African American actor Ira Aldridge and draws his por-
trait. The theater piece is by Virlana Tkacz, Jeremy Tardy and 
Yara Arts Group with Sean Eden, Maria Pleskevich, Jeremy 
Tardy, Barak and Shona Tucker, and music by Julian Kytasty. 
Performances are on Thursdays, Fridays and Saturdays at 7:30 
p.m. and Sundays at 2 p.m. at La MaMa Experimental Theater, 
74 E. Fourth St. Admission is $18; $13 for seniors and students. 
For tickets call 646-430-5374 or visit lamama.org/dark_night/.
Saturday, June 4

NEW YORK: A concert with Metropolitan Opera star Stefan 
Szkafarowsky, bass, will be presented at 7 p.m. in a program 
organized by The Ukrainian Museum and Ukrainian National 
Women’s League of America Branch 113 in celebration of the 

museum’s 40th anniversary. Mr. Szkafarowsky will perform 
compositions by Lysenko, Porter, Rossini, Sonevytsky, Verdi and 
others. Piano accompanist: Christine Karpevych. Admission is 
$25. The Ukrainian Museum is located at 222 E. Sixth St.; tele-
phone, 212-228-0110; website, www.ukrainianmuseum.org.

Sunday, June 5

NEW YORK: The feature film “Ivan the Powerful” (Ivan Syla) by 
Viktor Andriyenko (2013, Ukrainian with English subtitles, 89 
minutes) will be screened at 4:30 p.m. Based on a true story, 
the film’s main character, Ivan Firtsak, was a Ukrainian circus 
performer who was recognized as the strongest man on the 
planet. Ivan went through many trials with dignity, he steeled 
his heart and became an invincible giant of strength and spirit. 
A perfect film for children! There will be a light reception after 
the screening. Ukrainian Museum Film Festival admission is 
$15; $10 for members, seniors, students and children. The 
Ukrainian Museum is located at 222 E. Sixth St.; telephone, 
212-228-0110; website, www.ukrainianmuseum.org.

Friday, June 10

NEW YORK: The feature film “Mamai” by Oles Sanin (2003, 
Ukrainian with English subtitles, 80 minutes) will be screened 
at 7 p.m. Based on ancient Ukrainian and Crimean Tatar folk-
lore, this is a Ukrainian version of Romeo and Juliet. Viewers 
will have a sneak preview of The Ukrainian Museum’s new 
exhibition “Orest Skop: Cossack Mamai.” Admission is $15; $10 
for members and seniors; $5 for students. The Ukrainian 
Museum is located at 222 E. Sixth St.; telephone, 212-228-
0110; website, www.ukrainianmuseum.org.

Friday-Sunday, June 17-19

YONKERS, N.Y.: The Ukrainian Heritage Festival is celebrating 
its 31st year this Father’s Day weekend and extending a wel-
come to everyone within Westchester and the surrounding 
area to sample Ukrainian customs, culture and cuisine. There 
will be three days of Ukrainian food (varenyky, holubtsi, kovba-
sa, borshch, etc.) and American favorites (hot dogs and ham-

burgers), music, dance, carnival rides (on Saturday there are 
one-price bracelets on sale for multiple rides at 1-4 p.m.), 
attractions and crafts sales. Entertainment includes live stage 
performances with dancers, singers, comedians and bands. For 
more information see www.yonkersukrainianfestival.org.

Saturday, June 18

NEW YORK: The film “The Tribe” (Plemya, 2015, silent, 126 
minutes),  an award-winning drama by Myroslav 
Shlaboshpytskiy, will be screened at 7 p.m. “The Tribe” is filmed 
without a spoken word – only sign language, without the bene-
fit of subtitles, intertitles, or voiceovers. A deaf mute boy joins a 
boarding school for similar children. Confronted by the violent 
and criminal antics of some of the other boys and girls, he 
struggles to conform and join the “tribe.” This film contains 
explicit sex scenes and violence. It is not rated in the U.S., how-
ever, only adults age 18 and over will be admitted (ID is 
required). The Ukrainian Museum Film Festival admission is 
$15; $10 for members and seniors. The Ukrainian Museum is 
located at 222 E. Sixth St.; telephone, 212-228-0110; website, 
www.ukrainianmuseum.org.

Sunday, June 19

HORSHAM, Pa.: The popular Father’s Day Ukrainian Fest will 
commence at 1 p.m., at “Tryzubivka” (Ukrainian American 
Sports Center, County Line and Lower State roads). A 2 p.m. 
stage show will feature the Voloshky School of Ukrainian 
Dance, Chervoni Maky School of Ukrainian Dance, Karpaty 
Orchestra and singers, Sophia Pitula, Anya Melnychuk and 
Dianna Savchyn. A zabava-dance to the tunes of the orchestra 
will follow. There will be plentiful Ukrainian homemade foods 
and baked goods, picnic fare and cool refreshments. Enjoy the 
U.S. Adult Soccer Association’s Region One U.S. Open Cup and 
U.S. Amateur Cup (U.S. national championship quarterfinals) 
throughout the afternoon. There is free admission and parking 
to all venues. For information call 267-664-3857 or e-mail elu-
ciw@comcast.net . Website: www.tryzub.org; Facebook: 
Tryzub UkrainianClub.

PREVIEW OF EVENTS GUIDELINES
Preview of Events is  a service provided at minimal cost ($20 per listing) by The Ukrainian Weekly to the Ukrainian community.  
Items should be no more than 100 words long.
Preview items must be received no later than one week before the desired date of publication. Items will be published only 
once, unless otherwise indicated. Please include payment for each time the item is to appear and indicate date(s) of issue(s) in 
which the item is to be published.  Information should be sent to: preview@ukrweekly.com.


