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KYIV – On July 11, Canada’s Prime 
Minister Justin Trudeau, Ukraine’s 
President Petro Poroshenko and Prime 
Minister Volodymyr Groysman witnessed 
the signing of the milestone Canada-
Ukraine Free Trade Agreement (CUFTA).

Canada’s International Trade Minister 
Chrystia Freeland and Ukraine’s First Vice 
Prime Minister and Minister of Economic 
Development and Trade Stepan Kubiv 
signed the trade agreement in Kyiv during 
Prime Minister Trudeau’s first official visit 
to Ukraine on July 11-12.

A release from the office of the prime 
minister noted that the government of 
Canada remains committed to working 
with Ukrainian government and business 
leaders to deepen the commercial ties 
between the two countries and create jobs, 
strengthen the middle class and grow their 
economies.

Prime Minister Trudeau said, “The 
Canada-Ukraine Free Trade Agreement rep-
resents a significant milestone in the rela-

Historic trade agreement signed by Canada and Ukraine

(Continued on page 6)

by Roma Hadzewycz

KERHONKSON, N.Y. – Undaunted by 
threatening skies, which eventually yielded 
to rain, over 3,000 visitors flocked to the 
Soyuzivka Heritage Center for the 10th 
Ukrainian Cultural Festival on July 8-10. 

Oksana Mukha of Lviv, and Kyivans Ivo 
Bobul (originally from Chernivtsi) and 
Viktor Pavlik (originally from Terebovlia, 
Ternopil Oblast) were the show’s headlin-

ers. They were joined by virtuoso violinist 
Vasyl Popadiuk, master bandurist Victor 
Mishalow and vocalist/musician Oleh 
Skrypka. Also on the bill were two perennial 
festival favorites, the Dumka Chorus of New 
York and the Roma Pryma Bohachevsky 
Ukrainian Dance Workshop, as well as the 
folk musicians known as Hurt Udech.

License plates from various parts of the 
United States and Canada were spotted 
entering Soyuzivka: Nebraska, New 

Hampshire, Massachusetts, Illinois, Ohio, 
Pennsylvania, Maryland, Delaware, Ontario 
and Quebec, and from the tri-state area of 
New York, New Jersey and Connecticut.

Regrettably, due to visa problems, the a 
cappella group Pikkardiyska Tertsiya and 
the band Vopli Vidopliassova of Ukraine 
were not able to make it for the festival, dis-
appointing many of their fans in North 
America. However, festival organizers 
declared “The show must go on” and quick-

ly enlisted the talents of two well-known 
and popular singers from Ukraine, Messrs. 
Bobul and Pavlik. 

On Soyuzivka’s outdoor and indoor stag-
es, the masters of ceremonies for the week-
end were Serhiy Fomenko (Foma) and 
Lydia Kulbida. Shows took place Friday eve-
ning, and during both the afternoon and 
evening on Saturday.

Soyuzivka’s 10th Ukrainian Cultural Festival attracts thousands, despite rainy forecast

(Continued on page 9)

Singer Oksana Mukha of Lviv and the Dumka Chorus of New York perform at the 10th Ukrainian Cultural Festival.
Photo by Christine Syzonenko; photomontage by Stepan Slutsky

Kerry says U.S.  
will remain firm  

on Russia sanctions
RFE/RL 

KYIV – U.S. Secretary of State John 
Kerry has reassured Ukraine that 
sanctions against Russia will remain in 
place unless Moscow fulfills its obliga-
tions under the Minsk agreement 
reached last year, He also announced 
additional humanitarian aid for Kyiv. 
(See fact sheet on page 3).

Mr. Kerry spoke at a joint news con-
ference in Kyiv with President Petro 
Poroshenko on July 7, a day before 
NATO leaders met in Warsaw for a cru-
cial summit to which the Ukrainian 
president was also invited.

Messrs. Kerry and Poroshenko dis-
cussed progress toward implantation 
of the Minsk deal, which is aimed to 
end the conflict between government 
forces and Russia-backed separatists 

Canada’s International Trade Minister Chrystia Freeland and Ukraine’s First Vice 
Prime Minister and Minister of Economic Development and Trade Stepan Kubiv sign 
the Canada-Ukraine Free Trade Agreement (CUFTA). Prime Minister Justin Trudeau 
of Canada, and President Petro Poroshenko and Prime Minister Volodymyr 

Groysman of Ukraine witness the signing.

Adam Scotti/Prime Minister’s Office

(Continued on page 14)
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Trudeau: Russia not ‘positive partner’ 

KYIV – Canadian Prime Minister Justin 
Trudeau says Russia has not been a “posi-
tive partner” as regards its obligations in 
international efforts to end a Moscow-
backed separatist conflict in eastern 
Ukraine. Speaking in Kyiv on July 11, Mr. 
Trudeau said “it is obvious that Ukraine has 
made some extremely important and diffi-
cult steps in Parliament and in their institu-
tions to live up to their responsibilities on 
[the] Minsk [ceasefire agreement].” He 
added, “And it’s also clear that [in terms of] 
the security side of the Minsk implementa-
tion, Russia has not been a positive partner.” 
The prime minister, who was in Kyiv on a 
two-day official visit, pledged $13 million in 
new humanitarian assistance to Ukraine. He 
also announced an increase in the number 
of Canadian observers for the Organization 
for Security and Cooperation in Europe 
(OSCE) in eastern Ukraine. During Mr. 
Trudeau’s visit to Kyiv, Ukraine and Canada 
formally signed a free trade agreement. 
Negotiations for the deal were concluded 
last year and the agreement needs to be rat-
ified by both countries’ parliaments before 
it can come into force. (RFE/RL, based on 
reporting by Reuters, AP and AFP)

UCC welcomes signing of CUFTA

KYIV – The Ukrainian Canadian Congress 
(UCC) welcomed the July 11 signing of the his-
toric Canada-Ukraine Free Trade Agreement 
(CUFTA), which it said launches a new chap-
ter in relations between Canada and Ukraine. 
The CUFTA was signed during the official visit 
to Ukraine of Canada’s Prime Minister Justin 
Trudeau on July 11-12. “I congratulate Canada 
and Ukraine on the signature of this historic 
deal, a win-win for both our countries,” stated 
UCC National President Paul Grod, who was 
leading a delegation of Ukrainian Canadian 
community leaders accompanying the prime 
minister during his visit to Ukraine. “This deal 
will open up significant trade and investment 
opportunities between Canada and Ukraine, 
and provide stimulus for further important 
economic reforms in Ukraine.” (Ukrainian 
Canadian Congress)

Poroshenko on Ukraine and NATO

NEW YORK – In a July 7 op-ed in The 
Wall Street Journal, Ukraine’s President 
Petro Poroshenko wrote: “The North 

Atlantic Treaty Organization was created to 
defend the peace and global order that 
emerged out of the chaos of World War II. As 
world leaders gather in Warsaw for the 
NATO summit on Friday [July 8], it will be 
important to remember these origins. 
Appeasement is not a solution. Russia has 
been deliberately inciting instability wherev-
er it can, hoping to divide the West and 
advance its own geopolitical agenda. ...
Russia’s aggression on the eastern flank of 
NATO territory is an aggression not only 
against Ukraine, but the Western world. Yet 
no NATO member state has actual battlefield 
experience engaging with the modern 
Russian army. Ukraine does.” He also noted: 
“We are grateful for the support the West has 
given us so far. NATO has held firm in its 
stance against Russia’s aggression in Crimea 
and Donbas, and continues to support the 
building of a strong army and a successful 
democratic state. ...Yet this reactive strategy, 
imposing sanctions after violations have 
taken place, has largely exhausted itself. In 
Donbas, the Kremlin has turned to a war of 
attrition. ...So long as the Kremlin can contin-
ue to ignite minor conflagrations in certain 
areas such as the Donetsk and Luhansk 
regions, it will use them as leverage to bully 
other countries. Only a deeper partnership 
between NATO and Ukraine will foster stabil-
ity in Ukraine, Eastern Europe, the Black Sea 
region and the trans-Atlantic area as a whole. 
NATO’s support is a necessary part of the 
solution for defense and security threats in 
Ukraine.” The Ukrainian president argued 
that “there is little value in talks with a nego-
tiating partner who thinks in terms of geopo-
litical ambitions rather than saving human 
lives, and who shows no respect for legal 
commitments on his part,” and underscored: 
“Pressure on the aggressor must be intensi-
fied until the Kremlin fulfills its obligations 
under the Minsk agreements, reverses the 
illegal and illegitimate self-declared annexa-
tion of Crimea, and comes back under the 
rule of law. (The Wall Street Journal)

Moscow on ‘non-existent’ threat 

MOSCOW – Russia has slammed NATO 
for focusing on what it called a “nonexis-
tent” threat from Russia at a summit in 
Warsaw. During the two-day conference, 
alliance leaders endorsed new major troop 

(Continued on page 12)

 ANALYSIS

by Vladimir Socor
Eurasia Daily Monitor

U.S. Secretary of State John Kerry and 
Assistant Secretary Victoria Nuland held 
talks with President Petro Poroshenko and 
other Ukrainian officials in Kyiv on July 7. 
At the joint news conference, Mr. Kerry 
urged Ukraine to 
help jump-start the 
implementation of 
the Minsk armistice 
through unilateral 
steps, in “the days 
ahead,” “the next 
days,” as he repeat-
edly put it (State.
gov, July 7).

T h e  O b a m a 
administration does 
not set the impossi-
ble goal to “resolve 
the conflict,” but 
rather to agree with 
Russia on some 
framework docu-
ment or roadmap, 
before the imminent expiry of President 
Barack Obama’s term in office. Such a docu-
ment would chart the further course of 
negotiations, bequeathing these to the next 
administration. And those further negotia-
tions would be irreparably compromised if 
they proceed from “elections” in Ukraine’s 
Russian-occupied territory. It is no secret in 
Washington or Brussels that – as Chatham 
House’s James Sherr has summed it up – 
“Quietly but summarily, the administration 
of President Obama has informed Kyiv that 
it wants to see elections in Donbas before 
Obama leaves office” (Carnegieeurope.eu, 
June 15).

At his news conference in Kyiv, Secretary 

Kerry relayed Russian President Vladimir 
Putin’s message to President Obama in 
their telephone conversation held the pre-
ceding day (July 6). In Mr. Kerry’s render-
ing, Mr. Putin offers hope for a win-win-
solution, equitably to all sides involved: 
“Putin indicated that he does have a desire 
to try to see this process move forward, as 

d o e s  P r e s i d e n t 
Obama. And so we 
are hopeful that in 
the days ahead, we 
will translate those 
expressions of hope 
and the words in the 
telephone call into 
r e a l  a c t i o n s . ” 
Further, “It is neces-
sary to find a path 
forward that unites 
the interests of the 
parties in a way that 
is fair and sensible, 
and provides assur-
ance to both sides – 
to all sides, because 
there’s more than 
one, or two – that 

the requirements of Minsk are met, in a 
way that gives everybody an assurance that 
their needs are going to be satisfied. Now, 
how does that work?” (State.gov, July 6). 

That works through unilateral, pre-emp-
tive Ukrainian concessions, according to 
Kerry: a special status for the “Donbas” 
(euphemism for the Russian-controlled ter-
ritory), an amnesty, and a special law for 
elections to be held in that territory. Mr. 
Kerry omitted to say that the special status 
would necessitate amending Ukraine’s con-
stitution, and that the amnesty would apply 
to crimes committed by pro-Russia armed 

by Vladimir Socor
Eurasia Daily Monitor

U.S. Secretary of State John Kerry’s pub-
lic message in Kyiv on July 7 (see accompa-
nying article) reaffirms, broadly, the talking 
points that Assistant Secretary Victoria 
Nuland had been delivering in Kyiv since 
May 2015 (see Eurasia Daily Monitor, May 
26). It was at that point that Mr. Kerry and 
Ms. Nuland initiated non-transparent bilat-
eral discussions with Moscow about 
Ukraine. Soon, Ms. Nuland took charge and 
descended periodically on Kyiv, urging 
compliance with Ukraine’s political “obliga-
tions” under the Minsk “agreement.” Mr. 
Kerry and Ms. Nuland’s joint visit on July 7, 
however, has added urgency and even 
impatience to Mr. Kerry’s tone, reflecting 
the Obama administration’s rush to show 
results before the November presidential 
election in the United States.

By the logic and sequence of steps pro-
posed, Ukraine would make pre-emptive, 
irreversible sacrifices of sovereignty, with-
out any assurance that Russian forces 
would withdraw or that the two armed 
“people’s republics” would abdicate. 
Almost certainly they would not. The West 
may help Russia enforce those political pro-
visions on Ukraine, but the same Western 
powers cannot help Ukraine enforce those 
military provisions on Russia.

Ukrainian Foreign Affairs Minister Pavlo 

Klimkin reaffirmed Ukraine’s position, con-
tradicting that of Mr. Kerry and Ms. Nuland, 
one day before their arrival. Ukraine, Mr. 
Klimkin stated, would grant opportunities 
for local self-government only to a 
“Ukrainian Donbas” (i.e., when legitimate 
Ukrainian authorities return); and it would 
hold elections there only after Russian forc-
es withdraw and Ukraine regains control of 
the Ukraine-Russia border in that territory. 
Without those prerequisites, Mr. Klimkin 
stated, any elections would “legitimize the 
authorities that were installed in power by 
Russia’s military intervention,” and any 
special status would “cement the situation 
in Donbas as a Russian protectorate” 
(Ukrinform, UNIAN, July 6).

President Petro Poroshenko and the 
Ukrainian government have moved toward 
that position in recent months (after con-
siderable hesitation) and are holding to it 
tenaciously by now. Obama administration 
officials and many in Western Europe are 
pressing for Donbas “elections” and “sta-
tus” first, and withdrawal of (unnamed) 
Russian forces perhaps hopefully later, 
which is how the Kremlin framed the 
Minsk armistice.

Coincidentally or not, on the day of Mr. 
Kerry and Ms. Nuland’s arrival, the Kyiv 
Municipal Council “in an urgent procedure” 
appealed to President Poroshenko and the 

Kerry’s unwelcome message in Ukraine

U.S., Ukraine diverge  
on Minsk ‘agreement’

The Ukrainian Weekly    FOUNDED 1933

An English-language newspaper published by the Ukrainian National Association Inc., 
a non-profit association, at 2200 Route 10, P.O. Box 280, Parsippany, NJ  07054.

Yearly subscription rate: $90; for UNA members — $80.
Periodicals postage paid at Caldwell, NJ  07006 and additional mailing offices.

(ISSN — 0273-9348)
The Weekly:  UNA:
Tel: (973) 292-9800; Fax: (973) 644-9510  Tel: (973) 292-9800; Fax: (973) 292-0900

Postmaster, send address changes to: 
The Ukrainian Weekly  Editor-in-chief: Roma Hadzewycz 
2200 Route 10 Editor: Matthew Dubas
P.O. Box 280 
Parsippany, NJ  07054 e-mail: staff@ukrweekly.com

The Ukrainian Weekly Archive: www.ukrweekly.com

The Ukrainian Weekly, July 17, 2016, No. 29, Vol. LXXXIV
Copyright © 2016 The Ukrainian Weekly

ADMINISTRATION OF THE UKRAINIAN WEEKLY AND SVOBODA
(973) 292-9800, ext. 3040
fax: (973) 644-9510
e-mail: adukr@optonline.net
(973) 292-9800, ext. 3040
e-mail: subscription@ukrweekly.com

Walter Honcharyk, administrator
and advertising manager 

Subscription Department

“Quietly but sum-
marily, the adminis-
tration of President 
Obama has informed 
Kyiv that it wants to 
see elections in Don-
bas before Obama 
leaves office.”

– James Sherr  
of Chatham House,  

an independent policy in-
stitute based in London.

(Continued on page 14)
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U.S., Russia reactivate bilateral negotiations on Ukraine
by Vladimir Socor

U.S. Assistant Secretary of State Victoria 
Nuland completed another round of shuttle 
diplomacy in Kyiv and Moscow (June 
22-24), following up on her visits to the 
two capitals in April and May, on direct 
instructions from the White House. This 
effort will undoubtedly continue after the 
time out necessitated by the North Atlantic 
Treaty Organization’s (NATO) summit in 
Warsaw (July 8-9).

For Washington, the ambition is to work 
out with Moscow the basic premises of a 
political compromise between the 
Ukrainian government and the de facto 
authorities in Donetsk and Luhansk: in 
effect, “freezing” this crisis by U.S.-Russia 
consensus, perhaps with some joint docu-
ment to show. 

Such a result, if achieved, might create 
the semblance of U.S.-Russia cooperation 
on this and other crisis fronts, book-ending 
Barack Obama’s presidency with a second 
reset – a counterpart to the original 
Obama-Hillary Clinton reset of relations 
with Russia. The United States, however, is 
negotiating under time pressure, seeking 
results before the November presidential 
election.

At least some Kremlin consultants rec-
ommend an interim deal while the lame-
duck Obama administration is still in office. 
Thus, according to Dmitry Suslov (The 
Valdai Papers, No. 49, June 2016), any new 
U.S. president “will likely adopt a more 
ideologically based, more aggressive, stron-
ger attitude toward Russia, at least rhetori-
cally, than the Obama administration has. 
Moreover, if the Minsk agreements are not 
implemented by that time, Washington will 
find it difficult to resist calls for supplying 
Kyiv with lethal weapons.” Consequently, 
Moscow should cooperate in “partially 
implementing the Minsk agreements… so 
as to show some movement in the conflict-
settlement process, reducing the risk of its 
derailment with the arrival of a new U.S. 
administration.” But, in parallel, Moscow 
should work with European governments 
to generate “serious pressures on Kyiv and 
Washington to fulfill those points of the 
Minsk agreement that apply to Ukraine, 
partially implementing Minsk and partially 
lifting the European Union’s sanctions by 
the end of this year,” Mr. Suslov argues.

At this stage, Moscow’s minimal require-
ments are that Ukraine adopt a constitu-
tional amendment on the special status of 
the Russian-controlled territory, an amnes-
ty of the crimes of Russia’s armed proxies, 
and a special law on elections in that terri-
tory – all in a package with local “elections” 
to be held there. That would amount to the 
first stage in Ukraine’s “fulfilling its obliga-
tions under the Minsk agreements.” This 
would pave the way for the next stage of 
Moscow’s agenda, with direct negotiations 
between Kyiv and Donetsk-Luhansk on the 
terms of the latter’s quasi-sovereignty.

Beyond the Minsk text itself – as Dmitry 
Simes, the president of the U.S. Center for 
the National Interest and a credible com-
municator of Kremlin perspectives in 
Washington, suggests – “Moscow clearly 
wants to interpret the Minsk agreements in 
a way that not only provides the Donbas 
[Donetsk-Luhansk ‘people’s republics’] 
with meaningful autonomy, but also allows 
regional governments in eastern Ukraine to 
prevent the country from joining NATO… 
Does America even intend to permit 
Ukraine to join NATO? If not, why create the 
impression in Russia that this may be 
Washington’s long-term objective?” (The 
National Interest, June 26).

Russia’s short-term objectives

At the present stage, however, Russia’s 
short-term objectives necessitate accelerat-
ing the political negotiations in the 
Normandy format and the Minsk Contact 
Group. As President Vladimir Putin told the 
conference of Russia’s ambassadors accred-
ited abroad, which was just held in Moscow, 
“good-neighborly relations” between 
Russia and Ukraine “necessitate that Kyiv at 
long last comprehend the inevitability of a 
direct dialogue with Donetsk and Luhansk, 
in fulfillment of its Minsk obligations” 
(Interfax, June 30).

To pressure Ukraine into that kind of 
political process, Russia is resorting to 
attrition warfare through its proxies in 
Donetsk-Luhansk. This tactic, however, 
turns Russia into a systematic violator of 
the ceasefire, thus blocking the political 
process that Moscow itself aims to acceler-
ate. Ukraine is citing those ceasefire 
breaches as precluding any political negoti-
ations with Russia’s proxies. To some 
Western diplomats, however, the fighting 

and its possible escalation by Russia are 
arguments for defusing the situation at the 
cost of piecemeal concessions by Ukraine. 
Thus, Ukraine is being asked to start imple-
menting the political clauses of Minsk if 
Russia respects the ceasefire for two 
months continuously, as a test of good faith. 
That would supposedly fulfill the main pre-
requisite to the start of the political process 
toward legitimizing the Donetsk-Luhansk 
authorities.

Outside the legal-political framework – 
were it to be negotiated and agreed – the 
Donetsk and Luhansk proto-states, with 
their Russian-led military forces, would 
undoubtedly continue to exist de facto. The 
Minsk armistice – whose “full implementa-
tion” all sides theoretically seek – allows 
those two Moscow-supported statelets to 
exist as they are, with or without Ukraine’s 
consent. The armistice establishes certain 
procedures for Kyiv’s consent, but it also 
gives Donetsk and Luhansk the latitude to 
retain and develop their existing structures 
de facto without Ukraine’s consent.

The Kremlin can be expected to offer a 
partial, interim deal that would compro-
mise Ukraine’s position in all future negoti-
ations – e.g., Kyiv legalizing Donetsk-
Luhansk as Russian protectorates in 
exchange for a lasting ceasefire and a politi-
cal “freeze” on the unresolved conflict. 
Moscow may well consider the timing of 
such a proposal in relation to the U.S. presi-
dential campaign.

Two contradictory goals

President Obama’s administration 
seems to pursue two contradictory goals: 
supporting Ukraine’s sovereignty and secu-
rity in general terms but, at the same time, 
seeking a short-term compromise that 
might satisfy Russia in Ukraine’s east. 
Preoccupied with “legacy” issues in foreign 
policy as Mr. Obama’s second and final term 
comes to a close, administration officials 
apparently aim to show some results in 
their crisis-management efforts – Ukraine’s 
east being an easier case than Syria, for 
example – before November’s presidential 
election. The administration has switched 
from the rhetoric of “isolating” Moscow to 
direct engagement with the Kremlin on 
Ukraine.

Although the United States government 
had declined to participate in negotiating 

the Minsk armistice, and never joined the 
follow-up Minsk process directly, it now 
aims for a quick agreement bilaterally with 
Russia on the basis laid down in Minsk.

According to the U.S. president’s national 
security advisor, Susan Rice, a significant 
start toward implementing Minsk “is some-
thing that could get done between now and 
the end of the administration, if the 
Russians in particular exhibit sufficient 
political will… We are hopeful, if the 
Russians want to resolve this – and we have 
some reason to believe they might.” Ms. 
Rice, who was speaking at a Washington 
Post event, acknowledged at the same time 
that the Ukrainian Parliament might not 
adopt the legislative package required of 
Ukraine by the Minsk armistice (UNIAN, 
June 10). 

That legislation is what the Obama 
administration seeks yet again to “get 
done” in Kyiv, provided that Moscow stops 
breaching the ceasefire. Washington’s pre-
vious attempts to ensure the legislation is 
passed (e.g., in May and August 2015), 
however, backfired politically in Kyiv and 
went unrewarded by Moscow.

The U.S. ambassador-designate to 
Ukraine, Marie Yovanovitch, has outlined 
the current policy in her Senate confirma-
tion hearing: “The United States works for 
full implementation of the Minsk agree-
ment, until which time sanctions on Russia 
will continue.” She added, “A sustained 
improvement in security [along the mili-
tary demarcation lines] will allow Ukraine 
to pass a Donbas [DPR-LPR] election law, 
hold local elections in portions of eastern 
Ukraine, and implement special status and 
amnesty. These steps should lead to 
Russia’s withdrawal from Ukraine and res-
toration of Ukraine’s control over its side of 
the international border [with Russia]” 
(Ukraine.usembassy.gov, June 21).

The term “should,” noncommittal and 
hortatory, basically aspirational, is also 
revealing in this context. Indeed, the Minsk 
armistice does not require Russia to with-
draw its forces from Ukraine’s territory; it 
does not even mention Russia in that con-
text. Nor does Minsk stipulate the restora-
tion of Ukraine’s control over its side of the 
400-kilometer section of the Ukraine-
Russia border, now controlled by Russian 

 NEWS ANALYSIS

Quotable notes
“It’s also clear on the security side of the Minsk implementation, Russia has not 

been a positive partner. They have not been moving responsibly or appropriately on 
things like [the] ceasefire and international observers. ...We will stand with our NATO 
partners, and push on, as you’ve seen, our friends and partners to continue to be 
steadfast in support of Ukraine. Not just because Ukraine is a good friend to Canada, 
but because of the values and principles that we stand for as a country.” 

– Canadian Prime Minister Justin Trudeau, speaking in Kyiv on July 11, at the begin-
ning of his official visit to Ukraine.

“Despite repeated calls by the alliance and the international community on Russia 
to abide by international law, Russia has continued its aggressive actions undermin-
ing Ukraine’s sovereignty, territorial integrity and security, in violation of interna-
tional law. These developments have serious implications for the stability and securi-
ty of the entire Euro-Atlantic area. ...We call on Russia to reverse its illegal and illegiti-
mate self-declared ‘annexation’ of the Crimean peninsula, which we do not and will 
not recognize. ...Russia continues to foment a persistent state of instability in eastern 
Ukraine, which has led to the loss of nearly 10,000 lives in the Donbas... We call on 
Russia to stop its political, military and financial support to the militants and to 
implement its commitments under the Minsk Package of Measures including the 
withdrawal of its forces and military equipment from the territory of Ukraine and to 
allow Ukraine to reinstate full control over its state border. ...”

– Joint statement of the NATO-Ukraine Commission at the level of heads of state and 
government, released on July 9 in Warsaw.

The fact sheet below was provided by the 
U.S. Department of State.

Today [July 7], Secretary of State John 
Kerry announced in Kyiv that the United 
States is providing nearly $23 million in addi-
tional U.S. humanitarian assistance to help 
thousands of vulnerable people affected by 
the ongoing conflict in eastern Ukraine. 
This announcement brings the total of U.S. 
humanitarian assistance since the start of 
the crisis to more than $135 million.

The funding announced today will sup-
p o r t  t h e  U n i t e d  N a t i o n s  H i g h 
Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) and 
other international humanitarian organiza-
tions as they provide for the basic survival 
needs of thousands of vulnerable people. 
This contribution is available to help supply 
food, clothing, bedding, access to medical 
care and supplies, shelter materials, repair 

of key infrastructure and more. 
In addition, U.S. assistance will help 

address humanitarian needs in parts of 
eastern Ukraine affected by the ongoing 
conflict. This assistance will be implement-
ed through a number of international non-
governmental organizations, and will sup-
port shelter, water and sanitation, and live-
lihoods programs, in areas of Donetsk and 
Luhansk oblasts on both sides of the line of 
control.

According to the most recent United 
Nations estimates, there are more than 3.1 
million vulnerable people in Ukraine, 
including many children, disabled and 
elderly individuals. The United States 
remains committed to helping address the 
serious humanitarian concerns in Ukraine 
and continues to urge the international 
community to contribute more resources 
to humanitarian appeals.

U.S. announces nearly $23 million 
in additional humanitarian assistance

(Continued on page 5)
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and proxy forces. The armistice only stipulates that Kyiv 
can negotiate with Donetsk-Luhansk about sharing control 
of that border, and only after Kyiv legalizes Russia’s proxy 
authorities there. The armistice allows Donetsk-Luhansk to 
maintain their armed forces (dubbed “irregular” on paper, 
but Russian-led and amply equipped with armor and artil-
lery) as part of a would-be “special status” of these 
enclaves (UNIAN, osce.org, February 12, 2015).

Concessions without trade-offs

This armistice demands Ukrainian concessions to 
Donetsk and Luhansk in the constitutional and legal field, 
without Russian reciprocation in the military and security 
field. No such trade-off exists in this armistice. Instead, it 
casts Russia as arbiter of an inner-Ukrainian conflict, in line 
with Russia’s definitions of its role and of that conflict. 
Ukraine’s concessions, if made, would be gratis. Moscow’s 

demands for legal and constitutional changes in Ukraine 
are actually in full conformity with the text of the Minsk 
armistice (UNIAN, Osce.org, February 12, 2015).

The United States had no hand in that armistice and has 
declined to join any negotiations format, such as the 
Normandy quartet (Germany, France, Ukraine and Russia), 
charged with implementing the Minsk armistice. 
Nevertheless the U.S. helped enshrine the Minsk document 
promptly in a United Nations Security Council resolution 
(see Eurasia Daily Monitor, February 23, 2015), which 
Moscow is fond of continually referencing as having the 
force of international law.

Those armistice stipulations and its loopholes, all in 
Russia’s favor, are worth recalling when U.S. or European 
officials call for the implementation of that document. For 
example, State Department spokesman John Kirby, intro-
ducing Assistant Secretary Nuland’s latest mission, 
declared, with a sense of urgency: “As we’ve said many 
times, we want to see Minsk fully implemented, as soon as 
possible. It will be good for peace and security in Ukraine, 
good for relations between Russia and Ukraine, good for 

relations between the U.S. and our allies and Russia” 
(State.gov, June 22). Similarly, the U.S. ambassador in 
Moscow, John Tefft, referencing President Obama’s instruc-
tions, explained that the situation in U.S.-Russia relations 
would significantly change if the Minsk document’s imple-
mentation proceeds before the U.S. presidential election 
(Interfax, June 20, 27).

Such statements evince a growing sense of urgency to 
deal with this problem under the time constraints of the 
U.S. presidential election calendar. They also show a 
rethinking of the overall policy toward Russia, viewing the 
situation in Ukraine’s east increasingly through the prism 
of U.S.-Russia relations. A similar shift is proceeding even 
faster in Europe. The West’s collective setbacks on multiple 
international fronts generate the perception that Russia 
can help mitigate those crises, even as Russia in fact 
exploits and exacerbates those conflicts.

The article above is reprinted from Eurasia Daily Monitor 
with permission from its publisher, the Jamestown 
Foundation, www.jamestown.org.

(Continued from page 3)
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Anti-Ukrainian sentiments swell in Poland
by Zenon Zawada

KYIV – After attending the NATO summit on July 8, 
Ukrainian President Petro Poroshenko took an unprece-
dented step towards Ukrainian-Polish reconciliation by vis-
iting the Volyn Massacre Victims Memorial in Warsaw. He 
placed a wreath, lit a candle and knelt on his right knee 
before its main column.

Mr. Poroshenko’s gesture – the first official visit by a 
Ukrainian politician to the memorial since it opened three 
years ago – came at a time when cooperation between the 
neighbors is critical in the face of ongoing Russian military 
aggression. It also came during a wave of unprecedented 
anti-Ukrainian sentiments in Poland.

On June 26, Polish radicals attacked a Ukrainian Catholic 
prayer procession in Przemysl (Peremyshl) that had 
occurred annually, injuring a participant. On July 3, a 
Ukrainian rock band was banned from entering Poland 
despite having done so 20 times before. On July 6, the 
Polish Sejm discussed whether to designate the Volyn mas-
sacres as genocide. 

“The majority in the Polish Parliament is leaning 
towards this harsh option regardless of the consequences, 
which will be worsened Polish-Ukrainian relations,” said 
Volodymyr Viatrovych, the head of the Institute of National 
Memory of Ukraine and the author of “The Second Polish-
Ukrainian War. 1942-1947.”

During a July 14 discussion in Kyiv, Mr. Viatrovych high-
lighted what he thinks to be the source of the increase in 
anti-Ukrainian sentiment in Poland, which he called the “tab-
loidization” of the painful chapters in history between the 
two nations, particularly the Volyn massacres in 1943-1944.

To this day, no complete study has been performed on 
just how many people died in the massacres that erupted 
on July 11, 1943, between neighboring Polish and Ukrainian 
villages on the territory of the present-day Volyn Oblast.

The best rough estimate Mr. Viatrovych could offer was 
38,000-40,000 casualties on the Polish side and 15,000-
20,000 among Ukrainians, which he stressed was not proven.

“Truly, there is no historical research, confirmed document 
or understood methodology to count the victims,” he said.

Polish historian Wladyslaw Siemaszko claims to have 
confirmed 18,000 Polish dead based on verbal accounts of 
eyewitnesses and Polish historians reached a consensus of 
60,000, Mr. Viatrovych said. 

“But these figures were inadequate for Polish politicians, 
who rounded it up to 100,000 in a Sejm resolution in 2013. 
Today, from their podiums, they talk about more than 
100,000,” he said.

“Such inflating of the number killed doesn’t honor their 
memory but dishonors it. It devalues the deaths of those 
thousands who were truly killed and waters them down 
with imagined losses. But that hasn’t stopped Polish politi-
cians since larger numbers are converted into bigger politi-
cal capital,” Mr. Viatrovych commented.

That was apparent at the July 6 hearing of the Sejm, 
Poland’s lower house of Parliament, when most of the 
members repeatedly referred to “genocide” and began 
their speeches by referring to “more than 100 villages 
attacked” the night of July 11, 1943.

Ukrainian historians agree that such a large-scale opera-
tion couldn’t have been conducted by the ragtag Ukrainian 
forces. Only 12 villages can be confirmed to have been 
attacked that night, Mr. Viatrovych said. 

Elzbieta Borowska of the populist Kukiz’15 party loaded 
her remarks with descriptions of the vilest acts alleged to 
have been committed by the Ukrainians, including heads 

smashed by hammers, children tied to trees, nails pulled 
from fingers and live animals sewn inside women. 

She warned of the glorification of “Banderism” and a 
cult of Bandera being taught in Ukrainian schools.

Spurring on the politicians and historians, in the view of Mr. 
Viatrovych, has been the Polish mass media, both television 
and print, which has largely portrayed the warfare as a one-
sided affair in which Ukrainians did virtually all of the killing. 

In this vicious cycle, “media messages influence historio-
graphical concepts, rather than historical research forming 
media messages – and through them public opinion,” he said.

Further contributing to the one-sided portrayals will be 
a film currently under production to be released in the fall, 
directed by Wojciech Smarzowski.

After 20 years of media coverage, the number of Poles 
thinking that only Poles were the victims in the Volyn mas-
sacres dropped to 52 percent in 2013 from 61 percent in 
2003, Mr. Viatrovych said. 

At the same time, those who believe that both Poles and 
Ukrainians were killed dropped to 9 percent in 2013 from 
38 percent in 2003, he said. Moreover, 52 percent of 
respondents in 2013 thought only Ukrainians were 
responsible, while only 3 percent believed both Poles and 
Ukrainians committed killings.

This laid the groundwork for the clamor to recognize 
the massacre as genocide, with three such bills currently 
registered in the Sejm, all of which include the language of 
“more than 100,000 killed” in the Volyn “genocide,” which 
had been referred to as a “massacre” as late as 2013, when 
the memorial in Warsaw was erected. 

On July 7, the Polish Senate approved a resolution call-
ing upon the Sejm to establish July 11 as a national day of 
memory for the victims of the genocide committed by 
Ukrainian nationalists against the citizens of the Second 
Rzeczpospolita in 1939-1945, with 60 senators voting in 
favor and 23 against.

Mr. Viatrovych referred to the proposed seven-year peri-
od for the alleged genocide by Ukrainians as absurd, espe-
cially considering that Poles suffered far greater mass mur-
ders at the hands of the invading Germans and Soviets dur-
ing this time period. 

“In a sickly attempt, these politicians are trying to score 
cheap political dividends from a Ukraine that has been 
weakened by war,” he said.

The Sejm will consider the proposal between July 19 
and 22. Although former Polish President Lech Kaczynski 
prevented politicians from exploiting the topic during his 
term, Mr. Viatrovych doesn’t see such leadership from the 
current president, Andrzej Duda, and expects the resolu-
tion will be approved. 

That’s in spite of extensive Ukrainian attempts at depo-
liticization, including the organization of an annual forum 
of Polish and Ukrainian historians. The Polish Parliament 
rejected a June proposal by the Verkhovna Rada, led by its 
chairman, Andriy Parubiy, to draft a joint statement on the 
Volyn massacres, as had been done in 2003, or to establish 
a common day of memory for both countries.

Rejected in their attempts, Ukrainian national deputies reg-
istered a draft resolution on July 13 declaring it unacceptable 
for the Polish Parliament to recognize the Volyn massacres as 
genocide and that such a decision would be interpreted as a 
step towards worsened relations between the two countries. 

Needless to say, the Russian mass media has been 
actively reporting on this spiraling conflict. In this context, 
history seems to be repeating itself, Mr. Viatrovych said. 

The Soviets manipulated tensions between the two peo-
ples to encourage fighting between them, as was the case 
in Volyn and Halychyna during the war, he said. As a result, 
both Poles and Ukrainians were unprepared for the Soviet 
front that returned in 1944.

Mr. Poroshenko’s July 8 gesture followed a letter pub-
lished on June 3 and signed by Ukrainian political, religious 
and intellectual leaders – including former Presidents 
Leonid Kravchuk and Viktor Yushchenko – that asked for 
forgiveness for the crimes committed.

In response, their counterparts among Poland’s elite – 
including former Presidents Lech Walesa, Aleksandr 
Kwasniewski and Bronislaw Komorowski – published a let-
ter on July 4 thanking Ukrainians for their apology and, in 
return, asking for forgiveness for crimes committed by 
Poles. It was not signed, however, by any politicians of the 
ruling coalition. 

As recognized by both letters, the tensions over history play 
into the hands of the Russian government, which has waged a 
campaign to divide the Western world in response to the sanc-
tions imposed for its occupation and aggression in Ukraine.

“Threats are easier to handle together,” the Polish letter 
said. “We will continue to admire you, and we will unite in the 
struggle with the aggressor, which for more than two years 
has occupied a part of Ukrainian lands and is trying to pre-
vent the fulfillment of your hopes to live in a united Europe.”

Unfortunately, the ruling politicians and the media in 
Poland have overlooked these attempts, Mr. Viatrovych 
said. Nor did Mr. Poroshenko’s visit to the Volyn memorial 
get the attention in Poland that it deserved.

“The president’s gesture at the memorial in Warsaw 
was very strong,” he said. “Unfortunately, from what I can 
tell, it didn’t resonate so strongly in Poland. The Polish 
mass media didn’t erupt [with news] about what happened 
at the memorial. It’s possible the coverage of the NATO 
summit overshadowed it. But it didn’t become a break-
through moment.” 

President Petro Poroshenko kneels before a monument 
in Warsaw to the victims of the Volyn massacre.

Euromaidan Warszawa
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With the European Union now in flux, its attention to Ukraine waning and some 
members anxious to remove sanctions against Russia, and with the outgoing Obama 
administration apparently itching to implement the Minsk agreements no matter the 
cost to Ukraine, including elections in the Donbas (see analyses on pages 2 and 3), it 
came as a relief that the NATO summit focused on the continuing Russian aggression. 

The Warsaw Summit Final Communiqué emphasized: “Russia’s aggressive 
actions, including provocative military activities in the periphery of NATO territory 
and its demonstrated willingness to attain political goals by the threat and use of 
force, are a source of regional instability, fundamentally challenge the Alliance, have 
damaged Euro-Atlantic security, and threaten our longstanding goal of a Europe 
whole, free and at peace.” Acting on those threats, NATO will be deploying four mul-
tinational battalion-size combat groups in Central and Eastern Europe, and it will 
enhance its presence in the Black Sea region.

Furthermore the joint statement of the NATO-Ukraine Commission called on 
Russia “to reverse its illegal and illegitimate self-declared ‘annexation’ of the 
Crimean peninsula” (this, while many in the West have simply forgotten about 
Crimea and given it up for lost) and expressed “strong support for the full implemen-
tation of the Minsk agreements.” The document noted that elections in the Donetsk 
and Luhansk regions should be held “as soon as security conditions allow” and 
“based on Ukrainian law, in accordance with relevant OSCE standards.” The commis-
sion also reiterated its “firm commitment to further develop the Distinctive 
Partnership between NATO and Ukraine.”

It is noteworthy that, on the eve of the NATO summit, Ukraine’s President Petro 
Poroshenko had written in an op-ed in The Wall Street Journal: “Russia has been 
deliberately inciting instability wherever it can, hoping to divide the West and 
advance its own geopolitical agenda. ...Russia’s aggression on the eastern flank of 
NATO territory is an aggression not only against Ukraine, but the Western world. …
We are grateful for the support the West has given us so far. NATO has held firm in its 
stance against Russia’s aggression in Crimea and Donbas, and continues to support 
the building of a strong army and a successful democratic state. ...” However, he con-
tinued, the “reactive strategy” of “imposing sanctions after violations have taken 
place, has largely exhausted itself.” Mr. Poroshenko argued that, “Only a deeper part-
nership between NATO and Ukraine will foster stability in Ukraine, Eastern Europe, 
the Black Sea region and the trans-Atlantic area as a whole. NATO’s support is a nec-
essary part of the solution for defense and security threats in Ukraine.” He under-
scored that “there is little value in talks with a negotiating partner who thinks in 
terms of geopolitical ambitions rather than saving human lives, and who shows no 
respect for legal commitments on his part.”

NATO, it appears, has heard Ukraine, elevating it to top priority. In fact, when the 
NATO-Russia Council, which had been suspended for two years after Russia’s 
Crimea grab, met on July 13, “Ukraine was the first item on our agenda,” according to 
NATO Secretary General Jens Stoltenberg. He reported that the allies and Russia 
“have profound and persistent disagreements on the crisis” in Ukraine, stating blunt-
ly: “There was not a meeting of minds today.”

It must be noted that the NATO meetings took place in the wake of Britain’s 
“Brexit” vote as a result of which, as many observers have said, the European Union is 
losing one of the staunchest supporters of sanctions against Russia for its war in 
Ukraine and one of the EU’s most pro-Ukraine members. Clearly, Vladimir Putin is 
pleased that the EU’s unity is wobbly and that sanctions fatigue is growing. It all fits 
into his plan of destabilizing the West.

Thankfully, NATO – with a renewed relevance – appears ready to step up to the plate.

The Ukrainian Weekly

Two years ago, on July 17, 2014, Malaysia Airlines Flight 17 
(MH17) was shot down over eastern Ukraine by what the inves-
tigators’ findings have shown was a Russian-made Buk missile 
that was fired by Russia-backed fighters. The missile killed all 
298 passengers on board, many from the Netherlands.

The Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe 
(OSCE), of which Russia and Ukraine are members, said on July 19 that its team of moni-
tors and inspectors were only allowed to visit a part of the debris field that the occupying 
forces treated as spoils of war, rummaging through the victims’ belongings, rather than 
treating the site as a crime scene. On July 18 Russia-backed fighters prevented OSCE 
inspectors from visiting the crash site with road blockades.

U.S. Secretary of State John Kerry told Russian Foreign Affairs Minister Sergei Lavrov 
that Washington was concerned over denial of “proper access” for international investiga-
tors and OSCE monitors. 

Mr. Kerry also expressed concern over reports that remains of victims and debris from 
the site of the crash had been removed or tampered with.

U.S. State Department Spokesperson Jen Psaki cited reports about bodies being 
removed, debris taken away and potential evidence being tampered with. 

President Petro Poroshenko stated that he would “not tolerate interference” with the 
work of international investigators. Earlier, on July 19, Ukraine’s government accused the 
Russia-backed fighters of trying to destroy evidence of an international crime “with the 
help of Russia.” Ukraine’s counterintelligence chief said that he had “compelling evidence” 
that MH17 was shot down by a Buk anti-aircraft missile system that was operated by a 
crew of Russian citizens.

On July 21, the United Nations Security Council unanimously passed a resolution con-
demning the downing of MH17 and demanded that armed groups allow “safe, secure and 
unrestricted access” to the crash site. 

July 
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Turning the pages back...

by Paul Goble

Some Ukrainians were disappointed that 
NATO’s Warsaw summit did not move fur-
ther toward integrating Ukraine and 
Georgia into the Western alliance, Maksim 
Mikhailenko says. But they should take 
heart from seven signs NATO did give at 
that meeting which show that it has “finally 
come out of its coma.”

First of all, he writes in a commentary in 
the Kyiv-based Russian-language publica-
tion Delovaya Stolitsa, the alliance agreed 
to base troops in Poland and the Baltic 
states, and the countries that agreed to put 
troops there included many Vladimir Putin 
had been counting on to slow the recovery 
of NATO. He thus suffered a defeat (dsnews.
ua/world/nato-okonchatelno-vyshel-iz-
komy-11072016023900).

But this is “only the tip of the iceberg” into 
which the Kremlin’s ship ran: it also now 
must cope with the fact that the Western alli-
ance again “views Russia as a threat and has 
begun to officially apply the principles of 
containment to it,” Mr. Mikhailenko says.

Second, the Kyiv commentator says, the 
fact that the alliance said it was open to dia-
logue with Moscow was a defeat for the 
Kremlin as well, because it undercuts the 
Kremlin’s repeated propagandistic claims 
that the West won’t talk and therefore 
Russia has to proceed without talking to 
NATO. That alliance position puts the ball in 
the Kremlin’s court.

Third, Mr. Mikhailenko continues, the 
Western alliance has made it clear that it is 
going to be more involved in Ukrainian 
affairs not only by overseeing the Minsk 

accords but also by forming a group of 
countries that is ready to provide arms to 
Kyiv. Moreover, NATO has demonstrated 
that both these policies have the approval 
of all the countries of the alliance.

Fourth, simple content analysis of the 
Warsaw summit documents highlights the 
new centrality of Ukraine in the thinking of 
NATO countries. In the final communiqué, 
NATO mentioned Ukraine 32 times – far 
more than it did even at the Bucharest 
summit in 2008. And it mentioned contain-
ing Russia 56 times, far more than it said 
the same about ISIS.

 Fifth and perhaps most important, the 
alliance declared that “Russia is a moral 
threat to the world,” a declaration that is 
symbolically extremely important given the 
alliance’s Article 5 guarantees. 

Sixth, the alliance specified that NATO is 
concerned not only about its member 
states but about the region around them, a 
region that includes Ukraine, and that 
intends to be “a global player in the mili-
tary-political sphere” rather than a regional 
one with a geographically limited purview.

These six things give Ukraine important 
support: NATO now recognizes that Russia 
is responsible for the war in Ukraine, that 
Moscow is thus a side in the conflict and 
not an observer as the Kremlin insists, that 
there is no possibility of conducting elec-
tions in the occupied areas at the present 
time, that sanctions can only be lifted after 
Moscow withdraws from eastern Ukraine, 
and that the alliance wants to work with all 
countries at risk of Russian aggression.

And seventh, NATO at Warsaw defined 
its relationship with Ukraine as “a distinc-
tive partnership,” a term it had not used 
before, and thus set the stage for move-
ment toward a Membership Action Plan. 
Thus, Mr. Mikhailenko says, the ball is in 
Kyiv’s court. To move toward a MAP will 
require that Ukraine conduct reforms and 
bring its military into correspondence with 
NATO standards.

It will also require that NATO carry out 
the package of policy declarations that it 
made in Warsaw, something Kyiv should do 
everything it can to make easier and more 
likely in the coming months.

Ukrainians can take heart 
from signs NATO is being reborn

(Continued on page 15)

NATO ever more relevant

 WINDOW ON EURASIA

Paul Goble is a long-time specialist on 
ethnic and religious questions in Eurasia 
who has served in various capacities in the 
U.S. State Department, the Central 
Intelligence Agency and the International 
Broadcasting Bureau, as well as at the Voice 
of America and Radio Free Europe/Radio 
Liberty and the Carnegie Endowment for 
International Peace. The article above is 
reprinted with permission from his blog 
called “Window on Eurasia” (http://windo-
woneurasia2.blogspot.com/).

tionship between Canada and Ukraine. It 
will bolster our economies, spur innovation, 
and lead to long term benefits for the mid-
dle class and those working hard to join it.”

Minister Freeland, a Ukrainian Canadian, 
commented: “Canada and Ukraine know 
that trade is essential to jobs and growth. 
By improving market access and creating 
more predictable conditions for trade, the 
Canada-Ukraine Free Trade Agreement will 
generate new opportunities for Canadians 
and Ukrainians alike.”

“The agreement is part of Canada’s con-
tinued commitment to supporting 
Ukraine’s efforts to build a stable, demo-
cratic, and prosperous country,” the prime 
minister’s office noted, adding that “Both 
Canada and Ukraine are committed to the 
timely ratification and implementation of 
CUFTA – so that Canadians and Ukrainians 
alike can take advantage of its benefits as 
soon as possible.”

Now that the Canada-Ukraine Free 
Trade Agreement has been signed, Canada 

and Ukraine will go through their respec-
tive domestic legislative processes to ratify 
and implement the agreement.

CUFTA fact sheet

The government of Canada provided the 
following information on the new trade 
agreement and its ramifications.

• Canada and Ukraine announced the con-
clusion of the Canada-Ukraine Free Trade 
Agreement (CUFTA) negotiations in 2015.

• Ukraine offers numerous opportunities 
for Canadian businesses and investors, in 
areas such as information and communica-
tion technologies, agriculture, infrastruc-
ture and logistics, aerospace, defense and 
security, and energy.

• In 2015, bilateral trade between Canada 
and Ukraine increased by 13.9 percent over 
2014, totaling almost $278 million. Canada’s 
exports to Ukraine totaled over $210 million 
in 2015. Examples of products imported by 
Ukraine include pharmaceuticals, fish and 
seafood, and coking coal.

• Canada’s merchandise imports from 
Ukraine totaled more than $67 million in 
2015. Major imports included fertilizers, 
iron and steel, and anthracite coal.

(Continued from page 1)

Historic trade...
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Being Ukrainian has never been easy. It’s 
especially difficult in a time of rapid politi-
cal change. We Ukrainian Americans find 
ourselves in the midst of a most unusual 
election campaign. On the global level, 
Ukraine is in an awkward position. These 
national and international predicaments 
are related. Who is really on our side? 

There are several ways to look at the U.S. 
presidential candidates. Some look at per-
sonality. Some look at looks. Those too 
busy – or lazy – to analyze the issues just 
vote by party. But let us consider the candi-
dates’ programs and policies. Can 
Ukrainian Americans, as immigrants or 
descendants of immigrants, support a can-
didate who openly discriminates against 
ethnic and religious groups and wants to 
build a wall to keep them out? Can they 
support an admirer of Vladimir Putin? On 
the other hand, as a culturally conservative 
people steeped in traditional morality and 
ethics, can they favor a candidate who 
would further the judicial erosion of the 
family, dismiss the religious-liberty claims 
of those conscience-bound to oppose it, 
and insist on a “woman’s right” to destroy 
developing human life? 

Naturally, many of us will choose the can-
didate with the best record of support for 
Ukraine. As Secretary of State, Hillary 
Clinton has consistently defended Ukrainian 
sovereignty and independence.  But 
thoughtful voters will not confine them-
selves to a single issue, even one close to 
their hearts. Thus, some will question Mrs. 
Clinton’s advocacy of U.S. intervention in 
places where we have no legitimate interests 
– though free-trade enthusiasts, who see glo-
balization as ultimately beneficial to all, will 
support her. Others may share Mr. Trump’s 
dislike for big government, federal intrusion 
into state affairs, and over-regulation of 
business. Still others, drawing on Ukrainian 
traditions of democracy and egalitarianism, 
have been attracted to Bernie Sanders’ 
social-democratic principles. Economic pro-
tectionists, as Fareed Zakaria recently 
argued, will find themselves in agreement 
with both Sanders and Trump. (https://www.
washingtonpost.com/opinions/the-obvious-
trump-running-mate-bernie-sanders-of-
course/2016/06/30/3fa6c198- 3f02-11e6-
80bc-d06711fd2125_story.html)

Such contradictory preferences are 
echoed on the global level. The Trump 
rebellion – a populist revolt against rule by 
liberal elites – mirrors Brexit – a nationalist 
revolt against rule by an alien bureaucracy 
imposing its liberal values on a sovereign 
state. That in turn echoes a string of anti-
European Union and anti-liberal move-
ments on the Continent seeking to restore 
national values in the face of not only the 
Brussels bureaucrats, but the socio-eco-
nomic and cultural threats of Third World 
immigration. Vladimir Putin’s Russia has 
forged ties with these movements,  which 
reflect its turn to nationalism and tradition, 
chiefly because they challenge the neo-lib-
eral globalism represented by Brussels and 
Washington. Like the charismatic dema-
gogues of the first half of the twentieth cen-
tury, Mr. Putin has drawn on this “revolt of 
the masses” for his own purposes, to weak-
en Euro-American hegemony.

But these mass movements do not repre-
sent merely the ignorant or half-educated. It 
is always a mistake to underestimate one’s 
adversaries. There are intelligent reasons for 
Britons and Europeans to reject the tyranny 
of the unelected Eurocrats, just as there are 
legitimate reasons for Americans to resent 

the dictates of unelected federal judges and 
unassailable bureaucrats. “Populist” is 
another word for “democratic.”

The conflict between grassroots “rightist” 
movements and the liberal establishment is 
awkward for the many Ukrainians who 
espouse liberal principles yet regard nation-
alism and tradition as the very guarantees of 
their survival. They cannot help noticing 
that their archenemy’s critique of Western 
weakness and decadence is not far off the 
mark.  But because they aspire to “European 
values” and because America is their protec-
tor, they find themselves on the side of free-
market liberalism and Euro-integration, 
blithely ignoring some of their more dis-
turbing socio-economic, cultural and politi-
cal implications. Anything, after all, is better 
than falling into the Russian orbit.

If Ukrainian preferences fail to fall neatly 
on either side of the traditional liberal-con-
servative divide, it is perhaps because that 
paradigm has outlived its usefulness. What, 
after all, is so “conservative” about 
Americans who favor military intervention 
around the world, or unbridled global capi-
talism in its wake? True conservatives – 
those in the tradition of Edmund Burke and 
Russell Kirk – shun foreign entanglements 
and distrust the power of money. Yet one 
American “conservative” argues that “the 
only workable form of conservatism in 
modernity” is market-oriented liberalism. 
(Francesca Aran Murphy, “Is Liberalism a 
Heresy?” First Things, June/July 2016, pp. 
39-45.) Conversely, what is so “liberal” 
about pervasive federal intrusion into areas 
of life like health, education, commerce, and 
even marriage? Surely one of liberalism’s 
key tenets is limited government.

Given the breakdown of  the old catego-
ries, it is no wonder that Ukrainian 
American voters may feel disoriented. They 
may also feel betrayed by an electoral sys-
tem that has given them such a poor choice. 
They probably share the sentiments reflect-
ed in a June 21-27 Quinnipiac University 
survey of 1,610 registered voters nation-
wide.  While Hillary Clinton and Donald 
Trump received similar levels of support on 
a range of issues, 57 percent of voters polled 
described themselves as having a “some-
what unfavorable” or “strongly unfavorable” 
opinion of each. (http://www.qu.edu/news-
and-events/quinnipiac-university-poll/
national/release-detail?ReleaseID=2363)

Why, then, must we have to choose 
between two candidates of whom most of us 
disapprove? Although many Americans 
would support a broadly based third party, 
no such viable alternative has been offered 
(the Greens and Libertarians are too nar-
rowly focused). By supporting a centrist can-
didate with executive experience, devoted to 
the “common man” and the common good, 
representing the best of both Democratic 
and Republican ideals (John Kasich comes to 
mind), the American people would at least 
send a signal that the current two-party sys-
tem is not serving their interests. 

In the absence of an acceptable choice, 
some may vote for none. Such a protest, it 
is argued, could tip the balance to the 
“greater evil.” But strategic voting (for the 
“lesser evil”) works best in direct elections. 
Under our electoral system, those voters 
living in a state where the electoral votes 
are not in doubt can afford to vote their 
conscience. It won’t change the result, but 
it will register their discontent.

The summer of our discontent

Andrew Sorokowski can be reached at 
andrewsorokowski@gmail.com.

Below is the text of the joint statement of 
the NATO-Ukraine Commission, meeting at 
the level of heads of state and government 
on July 9 in Warsaw.

1. We, the Heads of State and 
Government of the NATO-Ukraine 
Commission, met today in Warsaw, Poland, 
to review and further strengthen our coop-
eration in the framework of the Charter on 
a Distinctive Partnership. We discussed 
Ukraine’s reform plans and progress in 
their implementation, endorsed the 
Comprehensive Assistance Package (CAP) 
for Ukraine and exchanged views on the 
security situation of Ukraine. Allies com-
mended the efforts of the President of 
Ukraine aimed at a peaceful settlement of 
the conflict. We stand united in our support 
for Ukraine’s sovereignty, territorial integri-
ty within its internationally recognized bor-
ders and its inherent right to decide its own 
future and foreign policy course free from 
outside interference, as set out in the 
Helsinki Final Act. 

2. Despite repeated calls by the Alliance 
and the international community on Russia 
to abide by international law, Russia has 
continued its aggressive actions undermin-
ing Ukraine’s sovereignty, territorial integri-
ty and security, in violation of international 
law. These developments have serious 
implications for the stability and security of 
the entire Euro-Atlantic area.

3. In accordance with the 1 April 2014 
statement by NATO Foreign Ministers, 
Allies have been raising, in dialogue with 
Russia, the issue of Russia’s actions in and 
around Ukraine. 

4. Recalling the statement of the NATO-
Ukraine Commission at the Wales Summit 
on 4 September 2014 and at the level of 
Foreign Ministers on 11 May 2015 in 
Antalya we call on Russia to reverse its ille-
gal and illegitimate self-declared “annexa-
tion” of the Crimean peninsula, which we 
do not and will not recognize. We are espe-
cially concerned by the harassment and 
discrimination against the Crimean Tatars 
and other members of local communities. 
We once again demand that the Russian de-
facto authorities take the necessary mea-
sures to address the deteriorating human 
rights situation in Crimea and to ensure the 
safety, rights and freedoms of everyone liv-
ing on the peninsula. International moni-
toring structures must be allowed to carry 
out their essential work in view of the pro-
tection of human rights. We condemn 
Russia’s ongoing and wide-ranging military 
build-up in Crimea, and are concerned by 
Russia’s efforts and stated plans for further 
military build-up in the Black Sea region, 
which will potentially have further implica-
tions for the stability of the region.

5. Russia continues to foment a persis-
tent state of instability in eastern Ukraine, 
which has led to the loss of nearly 10,000 
lives in the Donbas and deprived Ukraine of 
a considerable part of its economic output. 
We are particularly concerned by the 
increase in ceasefire violations along the 
line of contact primarily by Russian-backed 
militants. This does not create an environ-
ment conducive to the peaceful settlement 
of the conflict. We recall that, according to 
the Package of Measures for the 
Implementation of the Minsk Agreements, 
an immediate and comprehensive ceasefire 
in certain areas of the Donetsk and 
Luhansk regions of Ukraine had to be 
implemented as of 15 February 2015.

6. We express our strong support for the 
full  implementation of the Minsk 
Agreements and welcome the work carried 

out in the Normandy format and the 
Trilateral Contact Group aimed at the set-
tlement of the conflict in eastern Ukraine 
by diplomatic means and dialogue. We urge 
all parties to fully comply with the commit-
ments they signed up to, including adher-
ence with the ceasefire and with a view to 
holding local elections in certain areas of 
the Donetsk and Luhansk regions as soon 
as security conditions allow in accordance 
with the Minsk Agreements. We expect 
Russia to live up to its commitments and 
use its influence over the militants to 
ensure that they meet their commitments 
in full. We call on Russia to stop its political, 
military and financial support to the mili-
tants and to implement its commitments 
under the Minsk Package of Measures, 
including the withdrawal of its forces and 
military equipment from the territory of 
Ukraine and to allow Ukraine to reinstate 
full control over its state border. We wel-
come the release of Nadiya Savchenko and 
call on the parties to ensure the release and 
exchange of all hostages and unlawfully 
detained persons.

7. We fully support the OSCE Special 
Monitoring Mission (SMM) which has a key 
role in helping to deescalate the conflict 
and stress the importance of full and 
unhindered access by the OSCE monitors. 
Impediments to the SMM’s work, which 
continue to occur overwhelmingly in areas 
under the control of the Russian-backed 
militants, represent a violation of the Minsk 
Agreements and seriously impede the 
monitoring function of the SMM. We 
remain confident that an inclusive political 
process aimed at reinstating law and con-
stitutional order in certain areas of the 
Donetsk and Luhansk regions of Ukraine is 
possible, provided that security is effective-
ly and durably ensured and that local rep-
resentatives are elected based on Ukrainian 
law, in accordance with relevant OSCE stan-
dards and monitored by OSCE/ODIHR, as 
stipulated in the Minsk Agreements. 

8. The Ukrainian people have expressed 
their desire to see their country firmly 
anchored among European democracies. 
Ukraine remains committed to the imple-
mentation of wide-ranging reforms 
towards European and Euro-Atlantic stan-
dards, based on democratic values, respect 
for human rights, minorities and the rule of 
law, which will be essential in promoting 
prosperity and long-term stability, includ-
ing combating corruption and promoting 
an inclusive political process.

9. Allies commend and support Ukraine’s 
progress in implementing comprehensive 
reforms despite difficult circumstances and 
look forward to further steps to develop its 
democratic institutions and to implement 
economic reforms. There have been 
achievements, in particular with regard to 
macroeconomic stabilization, police and 
defense reform, and public procurement. 
Important steps were also taken towards 
decentralization, the reform of the judiciary, 
the fight against corruption and in main-
taining IMF conditionality. Noting these pos-
itive steps, challenges remain and Allies 
strongly encourage Ukraine to pursue swift 
and comprehensive implementation of 
these and other reforms still to be 
addressed and to ensure their sustainability. 

10. NATO’s level of engagement with 
Ukraine since 2014, both at the political 
level and in terms of practical work, has 
been unprecedented. NATO will continue to 
engage in a close political dialogue in the 
framework of  the NATO-Ukraine 

FOR THE RECORD: Joint statement
of the NATO-Ukraine Commission

(Continued on page 15)
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Ukrainian Museum-Archives greets GOP convention with “Politics and Ukrainian-Americans” exhibit

Alberta Cabinet minister hopes opposition MLAs learn lesson from ‘callous’ Holodomor comparison

by Andrew Fedynsky

CLEVELAND – America is the world’s oldest existing 
democracy, having held presidential elections every four 
years without interruption for the past 224 years. This 
year the Republican Party is holding its national conven-
tion in Cleveland on July 18-21. In the spirit of welcome, 
the Ukrainian Museum-Archives prepared an exhibit 
“Politics and Ukrainian-Americans,” with photographs, 
campaign buttons, signs, fliers, etc. going back to the 1910s. 

The exhibit shows how many Ukrainian Americans, like 
other immigrant groups, reacted to harsh social and work-
ing conditions by bringing their socialist politics with them 
to the New World. A 1924 newspaper, Molot (Hammer) 
published in New York mourns the death of Lenin. And yet, 
many more immigrants saw the value of becoming citizens 
and joining the political mainstream. Photographs and citi-
zenship manuals from the 1920s and ‘30s show Ukrainians 
enjoying their ethnicity while learning, becoming natural-
ized and ultimately voting. 

A November 1936 edition of Visti z Ohio (News from 
Ohio) is studded with political ads for local offices. An ad in 
a 1944 edition of Svoboda urges Ukrainian Americans to 
vote for Franklin D. Roosevelt. A 1956, brochure with a 
photograph of Dwight D. Eisenhower urges voters “to turn 
the tide against communism” by supporting “the 
Republican Liberation Policy.” 

A 1972 photograph features Richard Nixon with 
Clevelander Taras Szmagala Sr., who coordinated President 
Nixon’s national outreach to ethnic Americans. There is a 
specially designed display box of 25 buttons, each with a 
different nationality – from Armenians to Ukrainians for 
Nixon. Other buttons tout Ukrainians for Kerry, McCain, 
Obama, Gore, Bush, Reagan, Dukakis, etc. There’s a rare “I 
like Ike” button from 1956, only it’s in Ukrainian. 

An entire wall is devoted to posters with “Ukrainian-

Americans for….” – you can fill in the blank for a dozen or 
more candidates. There are also posters for down ballot 
candidates for Senate, Governor, etc., as well as buttons and 
posters for Ukrainian American candidates like Chris 
Boyko, now a federal judge in Cleveland, and for friends of 
Ukraine like Marcy Kaptur, Robert Taft, George Voinovich 
and others.

The exhibit concludes with recent photographs of 
American political leaders supporting the Euro-Maidan 

revolution in Kyiv along with photographs of Ukraine’s 
Presidents Viktor Yushchenko and Petro Poroshenko 
addressing joint sessions of the U.S. Congress. 

Those who visit the UMA quickly realize that this is not 
just a Ukrainian museum, it’s an American museum. It 
reflects the historical reality that the United States is a 
nation of immigrants. The exhibit at the UMA is designed to 
remind delegates and visitors to Cleveland that the city 
was built by immigrants and that we’re proud of that. 

by Christopher Guly
Special to The Ukrainian Weekly

OTTAWA – In a year marking the 125th anniversary of 
Ukrainian immigration to Canada, and eight years after the 
Alberta legislature passed legislation recognizing the fourth 
Saturday of every November as Holodomor Memorial Day, 
the province’s sole Ukrainian Canadian Cabinet member 
hopes that opposition members of Alberta’s Legislative 
Assembly have learned from community outrage over their 
comparison of his government’s carbon tax initiative to 
Joseph Stalin’s genocidal famine that cost over 7 million 
Ukrainians their lives in 1932-1933.

Alberta Economic Development and Trade Minister 
Deron Bilous, whose grandparents were born in Ukraine, 
says he was “outraged” when Member of the Legislative 
Assembly [MLA] Rick Strankman last month posted a blog, 
co-authored by eight of his colleagues from the Official 
Opposition right-wing Wildrose Party. It referenced a 2012 
article by Thomas Sewell, a senior fellow in public policy at 
Stanford University, arguing that pilgrims “nearly starved” 
and “learned the hard way that people would not do as 
much for the common good as they would do for their own 
good,” and that “similar experiments” in “equal sharing” 
resulted in people starving to death in Stalin’s Soviet Union 
and Mao’s Communist China.

In their since-removed blog titled “How Much is Too 
Much,” the nine Wildrose MLAs wrote that Mr. Sowell point-
ed out how North America’s early settlers “considered all 
lands common property with no incentive for an individual 
to produce, and that “the same situation existed in Russia 
during the 1930s resulting in the starvation of nearly 6 mil-
lion people that lived on the most fertile land on the planet.”

They said the Alberta’s left-of-center New Democratic 
Party (NDP) government’s carbon tax, which became law 
in June, would not and could not “create incentive for any-
one exporting products outside of Alberta.”

Mr. Bilous told The Ukrainian Weekly that he was “abso-
lutely offended” by the blog post’s linking the levy with the 
Holodomor, which he studied while attending one of 
Edmonton’s two Ukrainian-English bilingual elementary 
schools. 

“We’re talking about a policy of death by intentional 
starvation and one of the most horrific acts in world histo-
ry,” said 40-year-old Mr. Bilous, who also serves as deputy 
government house leader and represents an Edmonton 

riding for the NDP in the provincial legislature. “There was 
a lot of shock and surprise and disbelief in the Ukrainian 
Albertan community when people read the blog post.”

He explained that, as someone of Ukrainian descent, he 
was “outraged” to have the Holodomor “so flippantly” com-
pared to a government policy.

Dave Hanson, one of the Wildrose MLAs who signed 
onto the post, apologized in the Alberta legislature. 

 “A column went out with my name on it that inadver-
tently made light of not just my history, but the story of 
Albertans of Ukrainian heritage across this province,” he 
said in his member’s statement. “This was wrong and I 
speak for all members involved. We apologize unreserved-
ly for this post.”

“We believe for any political party to try and push an 
agenda or an attack using the tragedy of the Ukrainian peo-
ple and the Holodomor is deplorable,” he added.

Mr. Hanson noted that one of his great-grandmothers 
was born in Kyiv and came to Canada just a few years 
before the Holodomor, “narrowly escap[ing] this atrocity” 
and then had to contend with “rampant” anti-Ukrainian 
sentiment in Canada.

The Wildrose Party also issued an apology, acknowledg-
ing that “the Holodomor was an atrocious and intentional 
act that saw the death of millions upon millions of 
Ukrainians,” and that “any interpretation of the column col-
laborated on by the nine Wildrose MLAs as dismissing the 
Holodomor as a horrendous act was completely uninten-
tional, and we unreservedly apologize.” 

Wildrose Party Leader Brian Jean told The Lethbridge 
Herald that he thought the controversial blog-post was 
“totally inappropriate” and “unintentional,” and that the 
MLAs who compared the carbon tax to the Holodomor 
“feel totally terrible for it, as I do.”

He said that he called Olesia Luciw-Andryjowycz, presi-
dent of the Alberta Provincial Council of the Ukrainian 
Canadian Congress, and apologized for the post. He told 
The Herald that he grew up with Ukrainian Canadians in 
northern Alberta.

 “I’m very proud of that heritage being part of Canada’s 
background, and Canada’s future,” said Mr. Jean, who did 
not respond to an interview request.

Opposition MLAs from other parties, who voted against 
the carbon-tax bill, also found the Holodomor reference 
offensive.

Richard Starke, who represents the Progressive 
Conservative Party in the legislature and who traces his 
German ancestry to Ukraine, told the assembly that the “sug-
gestion that the Holodomor or the other atrocities carried 
out on innocent people living in the [sic] Ukraine were some-
how relating to a bill that we are debating is an outrage.”

“It insults the memories of those who died. It insults the 
suffering of those who survived,” he said.

Mr. Bilous estimates that more than 300,000 Albertans 
are either Holodomor survivors or are their descendants.

“When the Holodomor is used in such a callous way, with-
out recognizing the pain this causes people of Ukrainian 
descent throughout the world and at home, we all have a 
responsibility to stand up and say it is not acceptable,” he 
said in a statement responding to the blog-post in which he 
called for an apology from the nine Wildrose MLAs.

Now that several apologies have been made, he wants to 
see action back the words.

Mr. Bilous would like to see those MLAs “learn about the 
horrific history Ukrainians went through” and attend 
Holodomor commemoration events in November, which he 
said Ukrainian Albertans also have called for.

Alberta Economic Development and Trade Minister 
Deron Bilous

Visitors to the “Politics and Ukrainian-Americans” exhibit at the Ukrainian Museum-Archives in Cleveland.
Walter Ciszkewycz

(Continued on page 14)
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BOOK NOTES: “Claim to Oblivion” by Yuriy Tarnawsky
“Claim to Oblivion,” selected essays and 

interviews, by Yuriy Tarnawsky. DeKalb, Ill.: 
JEF Books, 2016. ISBN-9781884097683. 274 
pp. $17.

JEF Books, one of the premier U.S. pub-
lishers of innovative literature, has just 
released a book of selected essays and 
interviews by the acclaimed Ukrainian-
American writer Yuriy Tarnawsky.  The 
Illinois-based house has previously pub-
lished four of his books – a collection of sto-
ries “Short Tails” and “The Placebo Effect 
Trilogy,” consisting of “Like Blood in Water,” 
“The Future of Giraffes,” and “View of Delft.”

“Claim to Oblivion” contains 11 essays 
and eight interviews, most of them previ-
ously published in their original English-
language versions.  Six of the essays and 
one of the interviews have appeared in 
Ukrainian translation in Mr. Tarnawsky’s 
book of selected essays and interviews 
“Flowers for the Patient” (Kvity Khvoromu, 
2012).

All but three of the essays deal with liter-
ary issues – some of them of general inter-
est, such as Surrealism, the reliance on 
dreams in writing and the breaking of 

established rules, and some devoted to 
writing techniques Mr. Tarnawsky has 
employed in his own works, such as omis-
sion of vital information (in particular as 
employed in the “mininovel,” a genre of his 

own invention), converting static images to 
narration, and the effect of grammar 
restriction on a literary work, as he has 
used it in his groundbreaking early novels 
“Meningitis” and “Three Blondes and 
Death.”  This last essay illustrates how a 
novel, such as the classic “Great Gatsby,” 
would sound if written in super short sen-
tences. 

The remaining three essays are devoted 
to film, an art form that, according to Mr. 
Tarnawsky, has had a profound influence 
on him as a writer. The films Mr. Tarnawsky 
discusses are emblematic works of mod-
ernist cinema: Pier-Paolo Pasolini’s 
“Teorema,” Ingmar Bergman’s “Persona,” 
Michelangelo Antonioni’s “L’Eclisse” and 
Alexander Dovzhenko’s “Arsenal.” The 
Bergman article appears to crack the enig-
ma of the introductory passage with the 
mysterious boy in the morgue that has per-
plexed and confused both critics and cine-
ma lovers ever since the film’s release 50 
years ago. In the “L’Eclisse” essay Mr. 
Tarnawsky censures Martin Scorsese for 
not recognizing Dovzhenko as the origina-
tor of the Poetic Cinema School.

The eight interviews were conducted by 

American writer-colleagues of Mr. 
Tarnawsky, and all deal primarily with his 
recently released works: “Three Blondes 
and Death” (AD Jameson),  “Short Tails”  
(T.M. De Vos and David Moscovich) and 
“The Placebo Effect Trilogy” (T. M. De Vos,  
Eckhard  Gerdes, Tantra Bensko  and David 
Moscovich).

Following are excerpts from advanced 
praise for “Claim to Oblivion” penned by 
two well-known innovative U.S. writers 
included in the book:

“The essays and interviews that consti-
tute ‘Claim to Oblivion’ [prove] once again 
that Yuriy Tarnawsky is one of the most 
important European-American authorial 
minotaurs of the last half century: brain of 
a philosopher, body of a surrealist, soul of a 
literary pioneer,” wrote Lance Olsen.

“Yuriy Tarnawsky runs the leavings of 
ideas] through a sieve of thought so fine as 
to be all essence, essence of essence, a dust-
up of pure and fine gold dust,” noted 
Michael Martone.

“Claim to Oblivion” is available from 
Amazon and other fine book dealers and 
distributors, as well as from the publisher 
at www.experimentalfiction.com.

The program officially opened on Saturday at noon on the 
outdoor festival stage, with the singing of three national 
anthems, that of the United States, Canada and Ukraine, by 
Swiatoslawa Kaczaraj and Andrew Gavdanovich of Dumka, 
accompanied by Mr. Popadiuk on violin. The dance work-
shop performed its signature “Pryvit,” the welcome dance.

The evening program also began outside, but when rain 
rolled in the performances were quickly moved inside the 
Veselka auditorium where the enthusiastic audience 
packed the hall to overflowing. 

Rain or no rain, the festival audiences thoroughly enjoyed 
all the performances, singing along, dancing and waving 
Ukrainian flags. A surprise awaited the Saturday evening 
audience: Mr. Skrypka, the lead singer of VV, took to the 
stage without his group, accompanying himself on guitar 
and accordion. He was joined by the versatile Mr. Popadiuk.

Ms. Mukha’s performance had Soyuzivka abuzz about 
the beauty of her voice, and many fans eagerly sought her 
autograph as they purchased her CD “Resheto.”

The program closed with the “Hopak” encore, an abbre-
viated version of the crowd-pleasing number the Roma 
Pryma Bohachevsky Ukrainian Dance Workshop had per-
formed earlier that day on the main stage, which could 
accommodate the number of dancers who perform in the 
full production of this beloved dance.

The festival dance was held immediately after the grand 
concert. Visitors appreciated the lively music of the band 
Zabava, which also played on the Veselka patio during the 
day. The group Udech added to the festival ambiance 
between the two festival shows on Saturday and played the 
Friday night dance.

As the festival was getting under way on Friday evening, 
with what is generally seen as a sneak preview of some of 
what visitors can expect during the next day’s concert pro-
grams, a fund-raising gala on the theme of “Solidarity with 
Ukraine” was taking place on the expansive lawn of the 
Lviv camp. Some 120 people attended the event, held 
under a beautifully decorated party tent.

The reception, which included a cocktail party, a five-
course dinner and performances by the festival’s top stars, 
was sponsored by the Ukrainian National Foundation 
(which is affiliated with the Ukrainian National Association 
and performs charitable activities on its behalf) in cooper-
ation with the Ukrainian Catholic University of Lviv. 
Proceeds are to benefit the UCU rehabilitation center via 
the fund established in memory of Markian Paslawsky 
(known as “Franko”), who was killed in the battle for 
Ilovaisk in eastern Ukraine.

In the Main House Library on Saturday and Sunday, 
Razom for Ukraine presented a film festival. Among the 
featured films were shorts animations and trailers for 
upcoming films from Ukraine, as well as Damian Kolodiy’s 
“Freedom or Death!” chronicling the Maidan revolution 

and the current war with Russia. Mr. Kolodiy also showed 
his short film “Freedom or Death in Donbas: A Journey to 
Ukraine’s Eastern Front” and spoke about the current state 
of Ukrainian film.

Another special feature of this year’s festival was the 
Ukrainian Artisan Village, a depiction of Ukrainian village 
life with arts and crafts demonstrations, information on the 
folk uses of various plants, as well as folk singing, all pre-
sented by artisans and artists coordinated by Halyna 
Shepko of nearby New Paltz, N.Y. In addition, there were 
crafts activities for children.

Saturday afternoon’s varenyky-eating contest, emceed 
by the indefatigable Alex Gutmakher, drew a crowd as 13 
brave (or hungry) souls – 12 men and one young lady – 
competed to see who could down a plateful of the 
Ukrainian delicacies fastest. The winner was Vlad Lyubchik 
of Worcester, Mass. He set a new festival record: consuming 
30 varenyky in 58 seconds.

In between the afternoon and evening concerts, there 
was live music on the Veselka patio, and plenty of food and 
drink in the food court, on the Tiki deck and at the Veselka 
complex.

The vendors’ court was filled to capacity with over 40 
vendors and groups ranging from Air Ukraine 
International (which had a drawing for a trip to Ukraine) 
and Yevshan Corp. to the Ukrainian National Women’s 
League of America. There were embroidered shirts and 
blouses, jewelry, books, flags, children’s apparel, CDs, 
pysanky and much more for festival guests to choose from.

At the information booth presented by the Ukrainian 

National Association, festival-goers could find out about the 
UNA’s life insurance and annuity products; pick up fresh 
copies of its two newspapers, Svoboda and The Ukrainian 
Weekly; and get UNA goody bags and Ukrainian flags. Also 
courtesy of the UNA, for youngsters there was unique face-
painting by the accomplished artist Athena Zhe. 

The Ukrainian Cultural Festival is sponsored by the 
Ukrainian National Foundation (UNF) under the patronage 
of the Embassy of Ukraine in the United States. Self Reliance 
New York Federal Credit Union and the Ukrainian National 
Association are the principal sponsors of the festival.

UNF President Stefan Kaczaraj greeted the visitors at the 
program’s opening. Afterwards he commented: “What was 
most important was that the people came and were happy 
they came, despite the questionable weather. There was 
such great enthusiasm in the Veselka hall!” Mr. Kaczaraj 
pointed to the fact that among the thousands attending 
were not only Soyuzivka regulars, but many recent arrivals 
from Ukraine and very many young people. 

Soyuzivka General Manager Nestor Paslawsky acknowl-
edged that, “Certainly this year the festival was a challeng-
ing one.” However, even with weather-related issues, he 
said, “the food court was inundated with visitors and the 
vendors’ court was full of activity.”

Speaking of volunteers and employees who worked on 
the 2016 festival, a clearly satisfied (and somewhat 
relieved) Mr. Paslawsky noted: “Everyone is exhausted, as 
the weather required everyone to be prepared to move 
venues at a moment’s notice. But it went off without a hitch 
and every show went on as scheduled.”

(Continued from page 1)

Soyuzivka’s 10th...

Festival-goers fill the Veselka auditorium to overflowing for the grand concert on Saturday evening.
Oksana Trytjak
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Serhiy Fomenko (“Foma”)

Festival MCs Lydia Kulbida and Serhiy Fomenko.

At the vendors’ court: a variety of rings with the tryzub emblem;  the booth of Ukraine International Airlines. 

The Roma Pryma Bohavchevsky Ukrainian Dance Workshop begins the “Hopak.”

Oleh Skrypka

Ukrainian National Foundation President Stefan 
Kaczaraj with his wife, Swiatoslawa (Siania).

Vasyl Popadiuk provides accompaniment for Swiatoslawa Kaczaraj and Andrew Gavdanovich, 
who sing the national anthems.

Ivo Bobul Viktor Pavlik

Soyuzivka’s 10th Ukrainian Cultural Festival
Christine Syzonenko Christine Syzonenko Christine Syzonenko Christine Syzonenko

Christine Syzonenko

Christine Syzonenko Christine Syzonenko

Roma Hadzewycz

Roma Hadzewycz Roma Hadzewycz
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Workshop dancers in a number from Polissia. Oksana Mukha

A visitor at the booth of the Ukrainian National Association.Soyuzivka staffers prepare for the varenyky-eating contest.

Vasyl Popadiuk

Victor Mishalow “Pryvit” (Welcome Dance) by the Ukrainian Dance Workshop.

Varenyky-eating contest participants. Winner Vlad Lyubchik holds the trophy.

Oksana Trytjak Roma Hadzewycz

Christine Syzonenko

Christine Syzonenko

Christine SyzonenkoChristine Syzonenko

Christine Syzonenko

Roma Hadzewycz
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deployments in Eastern Europe in 
response to Russia’s forcible annexation of 
Ukraine’s Crimean Peninsula in 2014 and 
its backing for armed separatists in 
Ukraine. “A preliminary analysis of the 
results of the meeting shows that NATO 
continues to exist in some sort of military-
political looking-glass world,” the Russian 
Foreign Affairs Ministry said in a statement 
on July 10. The statement added: “Contrary 
to the objective interests of maintaining 
peace and stability in Europe... the alliance 
concentrates its efforts on deterring a non-
existent threat from the east.” The spokes-
woman for the Foreign Affairs Ministry, 
Maria Zakharova, said that Moscow will 
seek explanations for the alliance’s plans at 
a meeting of the NATO-Russia Council on 
July 13. The ministry also said it will seek 
an explanation from NATO for a Finnish 
plan to improve air defenses over the Baltic 
Sea. NATO has previously said it is looking 
to step up defense cooperation with 
Finland and Sweden by way of more joint 
exercises and increased information-shar-
ing following increased activity by the 
Russian military in the air and the sea. Part 
of the NATO summit, which concluded on 
July 9, was dominated by the formal autho-
rization of plans for multinational battal-

ions of up to 1,000 troops each to be sta-
tioned on a rotating basis in Poland and the 
Baltic states of Estonia, Latvia and 
Lithuania. The battalions will be led by the 
United States, Canada, Britain, and 
Germany. NATO officials termed the 
deployment a direct response to Russian 
belligerence and the biggest such move by 
the alliance since the end of the Cold War. 
NATO Secretary-General Jens Stoltenberg 
said on July 9 that a “more assertive” Russia 
has built up its military capabilities, mod-
ernized its armed forces, and tripled its 
defense spending in recent years. He also 
said Moscow has been “willing to use mili-
tary force against neighbors, against 
Ukraine, illegally annexing Crimea, and 
destabilizing eastern Ukraine.” (RFE/RL, 
with reporting by Reuters, AFP and TASS)

NATO, Russia disagree on Ukraine 

BRUSSELS – NATO Secretary-General 
Jens Stoltenberg says that NATO and Russia 
remain at loggerheads over Ukraine but are 
considering a proposal to lessen the risk of 
accidental military confrontations in Baltic 
airspace. Speaking after NATO ambassa-
dors briefed Russian envoys on July 13 in 
Brussels about NATO’s July 8-9 summit in 
Warsaw, Mr. Stoltenberg said that “there 
was not a meeting of the minds today” 
about Ukraine. But he said NATO allies 
would “carefully” study a Russian proposal 
to use warplanes’ transponders for risk 

reduction in Baltic airspace. The meeting at 
NATO’s headquarters in Brussels was the 
first of the NATO-Russia Council since the 
alliance agreed at the Warsaw summit to 
bolster its troop presence in Eastern 
Europe in response to Moscow’s aggres-
sion in Ukraine. Russia has been strongly 
critical of the NATO decision, accusing the 
alliance of aggression and warning that it 
will react to the deployment of forces near 
its borders. (RFE/RL, based on reporting 
by AP, Reuters, AFP and TASS)

Ministries to begin work on CUFTA

OTTAWA – Ukraine’s Prime Minister 
Volodymyr Groysman has instructed minis-
tries to start work on preparations for the 
immediate implementation of the Canada-
Ukraine Free Trade Agreement after its rat-
ification by the Verkhovna Rada. A state-
ment from the Cabinet of Ministers noted: 
“The prime minister has ordered First Vice 
Prime Minister, Minister of Economic 
Development and Trade of Ukraine Stepan 
Kubiv to coordinate the work of the minis-
tries and departments in this issue.” Mr. 
Groysman has also stressed the need to fos-
ter dialogue with Canadian business to 
attract investment in Ukraine. The 
Cabinet’s statement reported: “The prime 
minister said he had a substantive conver-
sation with Prime Minister of Canada Justin 
Trudeau on possible areas of cooperation. 
According to him, Ukraine and Canada have 
a lot of directions for development, includ-
ing: aircraft construction, railway sector, 
agricultural sector, IT sector, pharmaceuti-
cal market.” (Ukrainian Canadian Congress)

Mandate of OSCE mission extended

VIENNA – The Permanent Council of the 
Organization for Security and Cooperation 
in Europe on July 7 extended the mandate of 
the OSCE Observer Mission at the Russian 
border checkpoints Gukovo and Donetsk. 
The mandate has been extended until 
October 31. The mandate of the mission 
remains unchanged. Operating under the 
principles of impartiality and transparency, 
the observers will monitor and report on 
the situation at the two Russian checkpoints, 
as well as on the movements across the bor-
der. As of March, the Observer Mission is 
composed of 21 border observers, including 
the chief observer. The mission is supported 
administratively by the OSCE Secretariat in 
Vienna. Flavien Schaller, the chief of the 
Observer Mission, will continue to provide 
regular reports through the chairmanship to 
the Permanent Council. The mission has 
been on the ground since July 29, 2014, fol-
lowing a consensus decision of the OSCE 
Permanent Council. On June 23 it reported 
the border crossing of the 52nd convoy of 
Russian vehicles – 38 cargo vehicles and 
seven support vehicles into Ukraine. All but 
three of the cargo trucks bore the inscrip-
tion “Humanitarian help from the Russian 
Federation,” the mission noted. (OSCE)

Crimean activists listed as ‘terrorists’

MOSCOW – Authorities in Moscow have 
listed 22 people who were born on 
Ukraine’s Crimea Peninsula as “terrorists 
and extremists.” The list, published on July 
12 by Russia’s Federal Financial Monitoring 
Service (Rosfinmonitoring), includes jour-
nalists, civil activists and political prisoners 

who have criticized Moscow’s occupation 
and illegal annexation of Ukraine’s Crimea 
region. Among those named is Mykola 
Semena, a contributor to a news site about 
Crimea that is run by Radio Free Europe/
Radio Liberty. Mr. Semena has been 
charged by officials in Russia-annexed 
Crimea with using media to make separat-
ist calls. Also on the list is blogger Yuriy 
Ilchenko, who was recently arrested over 
an article condemning Russia’s seizure and 
annexation of Crimea. The list also names 
several Ukrainian prisoners held in Russia 
– including Oleh Sentsov, Oleksander 
Kolchenko, Oleksiy Chemiy, and the recent-
ly freed Hennadiy Afanasyev. Rosfin-
monitoring was created by a decree from 
President Vladimir Putin and reports 
directly to the Russian president. The 
United States, the European Union, the 
Organization for Security and Cooperation 
in Europe and international media rights 
groups have all expressed concern about a 
clampdown on independent journalists 
and activists in the Russian-occupied terri-
tory. (RFE/RL’s Ukrainian Service)  

EU rejects changes to association pact 

KYIV – The European Union will not 
make any changes in its Association 
Agreement with Ukraine to address Dutch 
voters’ concerns, but may issue a declara-
tion clarifying that the agreement brings 
Ukraine no closer to membership, EU dip-
lomats said. A majority in the Netherlands 
voted against the Ukraine trade and associ-
ation agreement in a non-binding referen-
dum back in April, making the Netherlands 
the only EU member not to ratify the agree-
ment. Jan Tombinski, head of the EU dele-
gation to Ukraine, told reporters in Kyiv on 
July 6 that European leaders at a summit 
late last month told Dutch leaders that they 
should not propose any change in the 
Association Agreement’s text that would 
force other EU members to have to ratify 
the agreement again. Dutch Prime Minister 
Mark Rutte said at the time he was seeking 
“legally binding” assurances that the EU 
would address Dutch voters’ concerns. 
Rather than change the agreement itself, 
EU leaders offered to issue a declaration 
clarifying that the agreement does not 
bring Ukraine any closer to EU member-
ship, diplomats said. Mr. Rutte was asked to 
come up with language for such a declara-
tion, and bring it back for consideration at 
future EU summits, Mr. Tombinski and 
other EU diplomats said. (RFE/RL, based 
on reporting by Reuters, DPA and Interfax)

 ‘Moscow Avenue’ named for Bandera 

PRAGUE – One of Kyiv’s main streets, 
Moskovskyi Prospekt, or Moscow Avenue, 
is about to lose its name. Instead, the street 
will be named after Stepan Bandera, a 
Ukrainian nationalist resistance leader who 
fought both Soviet and Nazi forces during 
World War II. The renaming was supported 
by 87 of the Kyiv city council’s 97 members. 
A comment published on Facebook shortly 
after the vote by Yuriy Syrotyuk, the head of 
the Svoboda party’s faction at the council, 
suggested that the remaining 10 members 
had abstained rather than vote against the 
proposal. The renaming is part of a massive 
“decommunization” campaign to rid 

(Continued on page 13)
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Ukraine of Soviet-era symbols in the wake 
of Russia’s annexation of Crimea and its 
support of pro-Russian separatists in the 
country’s east. Under legislation adopted in 
May 2015, Ukraine formally categorizes the 
Communist government that ruled between 
1917 and 1991 as a criminal regime. Along 
with Moscow Avenue, the Kyiv city council 
also voted to rename three other Kyiv 
streets honoring famous Russians: a street 
and a lane named after Mikhail Kutuzov, a 
renowned field marshal of the Russian 
Empire; and a street named after 18th-cen-
tury Russian military leader Aleksandr 
Suvorov. The council agreed to name the 
streets after Oleksa Almazov, a general of 
the Ukrainian National Army; Ukrainian 
writer, journalist and poet Yevhen Hutsalo; 
and Mykhaylo Omelyanovych-Pavlenko, 
supreme commander of the Ukrainian 
Galician Army. The resolution must now be 
approved by Kyiv Mayor Vitali Klitschko, 
who appears likely to give it the green light. 
Mr. Klitschko himself has suggested renam-
ing the street where the Russian Embassy is 
located after slain Russian opposition leader 
Boris Nemtsov, a fierce critic of President 
Vladimir Putin. (Claire Bigg of RFE/RL)

Sentsov turns 40 in Russian prison 

PRAGUE – Supporters in Ukraine and 
beyond are marking Oleh Sentsov’s 40th 
birthday on July 13 – the third consecutive 
birthday the Crimean film director is spend-
ing behind bars in Russia, which convicted 

him of conspiring to commit terrorism on 
the annexed peninsula. Mr. Sentsov, who 
denies guilt and says he was unfairly prose-
cuted by the “occupiers” of Crimea, is serving 
a 20-year sentence at a high-security Russian 
prison following a trial described by Amnesty 
International as “fatally flawed.” Messrs. 
Sentsov and Kolchenko were convicted on 
charges that include burning down the office 
of a pro-Kremlin political party and plotting 
to blow up a statue of Bolshevik leader 
Vladimir Lenin in Symferopol, the regional 
capital. Both have consistently denied the 
accusations. The trial of Sentsov and 
Kolchenko drew international condemna-
tion, with politicians, officials, and cultural 
luminaries calling for their release. The case 
is widely seen as an attempt to crush dissent 
in Crimea, which Russia took over after send-
ing in troops and staging a referendum dis-
missed as illegitimate by 100 U.N. members. 
Some of Europe’s most prominent film direc-
tors, including Ken Loach, Wim Wenders and 
Mike Leigh, have signed an open letter to 
Russian President Vladimir Putin demanding 
that Mr. Sentsov be freed and his torture alle-
gations be investigated. Top Russian direc-
tors such as Aleksandr Sokurov and Andrei 
Zvyagintsev have also joined the appeals. 
Best known for his 2011 film “Gamer,” Mr. 
Sentsov says his jailing is punishment for his 
involvement in the Euro-Maidan movement 
that led to the ouster of Russia-friendly presi-
dent Viktor Yanukovych and for his public 
opposition to Russia’s takeover of his native 
peninsula. On July 12, authorities in Moscow 
listed Mr. Sentsov and 21 other people born 
in Crimea as “terrorists and extremists.” 
(Claire Bigg of RFE/RL)

(Continued from page 12)
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Ділимося сумною вісткою, що в суботу, 
18 червня 2016 року, в Greenville, South Carolina, 
відійшов спокійно у вічність наш найдорожчий 

Чоловік, Тато, Дідо, Прадідо і Брат

св. п.
Павло Шайда

народжений 29 січня 1922 року в селі Вишнівчик, 
Перемишлянський район, Львівська область.

Похоронні відправи відбулися в суботу, 25 червня, на цвинтарі 
св. Духа в Campbell Hall, New York.

У глибокому смутку залишилися:
дружина     - Текля
донька     - Оксана Стахів
донька     - Ольга Дячок з чоловіком д-ром Орестом
внуки     - д-р Наталка Стахів з чоловіком Данилом Райкер
     - Роксоляна з чоловіком д-ром Едвардом Вайз
     - Андрій Стахів
     - Матей Дячок
правнуки    - Елліяна Вайз
     - Іванна Вайз
брати     - Степан Шайда з родиною
     - Петро Шайда
родина і друзі в Україні та в Ню-Йорку

Вічна Йому пам’ять!

His memory will remain in our hearts forever.
daughters:  Irene Turczak with husband Lubomyr 
   Oksana Kowcz with husband Roman 
grandchildren: Andy Turczak with wife Dana and son Troy
   Alex Turczak
   Mark Turczak
   Alyssa Kowcz
   Adrienne Kowcz 

He was predeceased by his wife Halyna in 2010. 

Funeral Services were held June 18, 2016 at St. Andrew Cemetery, 
South Bound Brook, NJ.

Those wishing to honor his memory are invited to make a donation to: 
Juvenile Diabetes Research Foundation
200 Connecticut Avenue, 5J, Norwalk, CT 06854 

ETERNAL MEMORY                  VICHNAYA PAMYAT

With great sadness we inform family and friends,
that our beloved Father, Grandfather and Great 

Grandfather,

WOLODYMYR TROMSA 
of Trumbull, CT passed away on June 15, 2016.

Wolodymyr was born in the Kharkiv region, Ukraine. 

In memory of 

Christine Kozak
dedicated National Secretary of the UNA,

my long-time colleague and friend,
in lieu of � owers, I donate $100 

to the Press Fund of Svoboda and The Ukrainian Weekly.

To her family, co-workers and the entire UNA community 
I express my deepest condolences. 

Chrystiu, you will be sorely missed by all who knew you.

Vichnaya Pamiat!                        Eternal Memory!

Martha Lysko and husband Darko

DEATH ANNOUNCEMENTS
Death announcements should be sent to the Advertising Department by 

e-mail to adukr@optonline.net or by fax to 973-644-9510.
Deadline: Tuesday noon before the newspaper’s date of issue.

For further information call 973-292-9800, ext. 3040.

 OBITUARY

WALLINGFORD, Pa. – Eva Uzych (née 
Soroka) went to her eternal rest on May 20 
at the age of 94.

As a faculty member, at the former 
Eddystone High School, in Eddystone, Pa., 
she was a teacher for 10 years.

A loving wife, she was married for many 
years to the late Dr. Walter Uzych, an ear, 
nose, and throat doctor who practiced in 
Chester, Pa.

She was born on June 4, 1921, in 
Philadelphia. The devoted daughter of the 
late Mary and the late Theodore Soroka, Sr., 
who operated a grocery store in the West 
End of Chester, Pa., for 25 years, she grew 
up in the Ukrainian neighborhood of her 
parents. Her life was enriched greatly by 
the Ukrainian culture of her parents.

For most of her life, she lived in 
Pennsylvania’s Delaware County.

An earnest student, she earned a B.S. 
degree from West Chester State Teachers 
College, in West Chester, Pa., in 1942; she 
pursued a master’s degree in education at 
Temple University and the University of 
Pennsylvania.

A loving, caring and proud grandmother, 
she greatly enjoyed her six grandchildren, 
who lovingly called her “Babi.”

 She was a very dedicated and active 
participant in the Ukrainian community. A 
member of St. Mary’s Ukrainian Orthodox 
Church in Chester since the time of her 
childhood, she held various offices over the 
years, and served also as choir director.

 She also held numerous offices as a 
member of the Ukrainian American 
National Home. She served as the treasurer 
of the League of Ukrainian Women. While 
active with the Ukrainian Youth League, she 
served as secretary of the Philadelphia 
District. After the death of her husband, she 
was a volunteer for 23 years at Taylor 

Hospital, in Ridley Park, Pa.
On April 17 of this year, Mrs. Uzych was 

awarded a medal by the Ukrainian 
Orthodox Church of the U.S.A. for devotion 
to God and His Church. 

Survivors include: a son, Leo Uzych, of 
Wallingford, Pa.; a daughter, Loressa Syska 
(William) of West Chester, Pa.; a daughter, 
Irene Abram (Ihor) of Chadds Ford, Pa.; a 
brother, Theodore Soroka, Jr. (Anne) of 
Niskayuna, N.Y.; six grandchildren, Dr. 
Maria Syska Garrett (Jonathon), Michael, 
Stephen and Krystyna Syska, and Victor 
and Alexandra Abram; and two great 
grandchildren, Madison Olivia Syska and 
Jagger James Syska.

 The funeral service was on May 26 at St. 
Mary’s Ukrainian Orthodox Church, in 
Chester. Interment was at St. Andrew 
Ukrainian Orthodox Cemetery, in South 
Bound Brook, N.J.

 Memorial contributions may be sent to: 
St. Mary’s Ukrainian Orthodox Church, for 
“Gift of Life” (Attn: Financial Secretary, 
1666 Hance Lane, Garnet Valley, PA 19061).

Eva Uzych, Pennsylvania 
community activist, 94
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“But it does beg the question of how did 
it get to this?” said Mr. Bilous, who previ-
ously served as minister of Municipal 
Affairs in Alberta.

“How does an MLA write something like 

this and eight others sign off on it thinking 
it’s okay until they get such a reaction from 
the community that it was probably offen-
sive and that they’re sorry about it,” he said. 
“It shows a lack of judgment, quite frankly.”

Alberta’s carbon tax takes effect on 
January 1, and will be reflected in the price 
of gasoline at the pumps and in home-heat-
ing bills.

(Continued from page 8)
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rebels. He must know that these are explo-
sive political issues in Kyiv and that overt 
pressures on Poroshenko to deliver could 
destabilize him, split the parliamentary 
majority and risk toppling the government. 
The pressures have resumed since June 
behind the scenes. The onus of responsibil-
ity weighs on Ukraine, as Mr. Kerry implied: 
“We pledge to work very closely with 
President Poroshenko to make sure that his 
government and Ukraine is doing all in its 
power to live up to its responsibilities.”

According to Mr. Kerry, those Ukrainian 
concessions would demonstrate “good 
faith,” enabling the Obama administration to 
convince Russia to respect the ceasefire and 
allow the Organization for Security and 
Cooperation in Europe’s monitors unhin-
dered access throughout Donbas, including 
the border. That done, elections could then 
be held in Donetsk-Luhansk. And, following 
such elections, the “foreign” forces should 
withdraw and Ukraine should “ultimately” 
regain control of its side of the border. If that 
does not happen, the economic sanctions on 
Russia would remain in place, the U.S. secre-
tary of state assured his Ukrainian hosts.

Washington, however, cannot guarantee 
the maintenance of European sanctions, the 
consensus on which is eroding in Europe. 
And if Ukraine legalizes the two “people’s 
republics” but Russia does not withdraw its 
forces and does not allow Ukraine to regain 
control of the border (the Minsk armistice 
does not obligate Russia to do either), then 
Ukraine’s legalization of Donetsk-Luhansk 
would be irreversible, and Ukraine would 
e x p e r i e n c e  a n o t h e r  B u d a p e s t 
Memorandum-like deception (see Eurasia 
Daily Monitor, March 10, 2014).

In contrast with Mr. Kerry, President 
Poroshenko at the news conference made 

no mention of “elections,” “special [or any] 
status” for Donbas, or amnesty for the reb-
els’ crimes (Ukrinform, UNIAN, July 7). 
Ukraine is trying to resist these demands, 
which Russia can no longer impose on 
Ukraine, but the West might yet. For his 
part, Mr. Kerry made no mention of 
Ukraine’s insistent calls for an armed OSCE 
police mission to be deployed in Donetsk-
Luhansk (see EDM, May 27). The United 
States and Western Europeans do not sup-
port Ukraine on that issue either. These dis-
crepancies between Mr. Kerry’s and Mr. 
Poroshenko’s remarks at the news confer-
ence reveal in part their differences in the 
private talks before their joint appearance.

The Obama-Putin July 6 telephone call 
dealt primarily with Syria (on which a “con-
cerned” Mr. Obama asked Mr. Putin to take 
steps that Mr. Putin was not taking) and 
secondarily with the Karabakh conflict (on 
which Mr. Putin briefed Mr. Obama on his 
mediation between the Azerbaijani and 
Armenian presidents – see EDM, July 7). 
Both communiqués listed the topic of 
Ukraine in third place. Mr. Obama asked Mr. 
Putin to de-escalate the fighting and 
“stressed the urgent importance of moving 
forward with the full implementation of the 
Minsk agreements.” “Urgent,” as the Obama 
administration is in a hurry, while the 
Kremlin is not (or is good at not showing 
it). For his part, Mr. Putin urged a direct dia-
logue between Kyiv and Donetsk-Luhansk, 
along with Kyiv’s enactment of an “amnes-
ty, special status for the Donetsk-Luhansk 
‘republics,’ and a jointly drafted law for 
local elections [in Donetsk-Luhansk]” 
(Interfax, Whitehouse.gov, July 6). Secretary 
of State Kerry publicly relayed the last 
three items on July 7 in Kyiv.

The article above is reprinted from 
Eurasia Daily Monitor with permission from 
its publisher, the Jamestown Foundation, 
www.jamestown.org.

(Continued from page 2)
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Verkhovna Rada not to approve constitu-
tional amendments with a special status for 
the Russian-controlled territory. Moreover, 
“no elections may be held under occupa-
tion… until Ukraine restores its control in 
this territory and along the border.” Special 
status and elections “are the demands of 
Russia, aiming to legalize its presence, and 
turn the occupants into local state officials 
and local administrations.” The text was 
adopted by a large majority across party 
lines – a sign that the special status and 
special election law could well be voted 
down in the Verkhovna Rada, if submitted 
there (Ukrayinska Pravda, July 7).

For Ms. Nuland, this visit was the latest in 
her shuttle diplomacy between Moscow 
and Kyiv. (According to State Department 
spokesman John Kirby, Secretary Kerry is 
“fixated on Syria.” [State.gov, June 30].) Two 
White House officials (rather than State 
Department officials) flanked Ms. Nuland on 
her recent trips to Kyiv and to Moscow, June 
22–24. According to the U.S. Embassy in 
Moscow, Nuland receives her instructions 
directly from the White House. Similarly, the 
Kremlin (rather than the Foreign Affairs 
Ministry) is handling these negotiations 
through President Vladimir Putin’s top 
adviser, Vladislav Surkov (see EDM, July 6).

In Kyiv, on June 22, Ms. Nuland held pre-
scheduled meetings with the Verkhovna 
Rada Chairman Andriy Parubiy and Foreign 
Affairs Minister Klimkin. Unusually, Mr. 
Poroshenko merely “dropped in,” unsched-
uled, into that Nuland-Parubiy meeting, 
although Mr. Poroshenko used to personal-
ly meet with Ms. Nuland on her previous 
visits. Nor did Ms. Nuland meet with repre-
sentatives of the parliamentary groups on 
this visit. In her earlier visits, Ukrainian 
deputies felt that Ms. Nuland was promot-
ing the administration’s views on Donbas 
elections and special status too imperative-
ly. At present, Chairman Parubiy is working 
out a parliamentary procedure to separate 
the Donbas special status from the pending 
constitutional amendment on decentraliza-
tion in order to submit the latter without 
the former, and so potentially delay consid-
eration of the special status (Ukrinform, 
UNIAN, June 28, July 4).

In Moscow, on June 24, Ms. Nuland and 

Mr. Surkov held their third known meeting 
since January. Nothing has been disclosed 
publicly about these meetings thus far. 
According to a U.S. Embassy press release, 
the “discussions were very detailed, thor-
ough and constructive” (Interfax, June 24) – 
wording similar to the Kremlin’s short 
announcement about the Surkov-Nuland 
meeting in May (see EDM, May 26). In the 
U.S. Embassy’s version, they focused on mili-
tary issues, namely: complete ceasefire, pull-
back of heavy weaponry and troops from the 
demarcation line (i.e., within Ukrainian terri-
tory), full access by the Organization for 
Security and Cooperation in Europe’s moni-
toring mission, “as well as follow-up steps to 
implement the Minsk agreements.” The first 
three items listed alluded to the first arti-
cles of the Minsk armistice; whereas the 
“follow-up steps” alluded to Donetsk-
Luhansk elections and special status, in line 
with the same armistice. Kremlin consul-
tant Aleksey Chesnakov, a specialist on 
Ukraine who works with Mr. Surkov, con-
firmed that the “special status” was dis-
cussed (Interfax, June 24).

According to U.S. diplomats involved in 
these negotiations, the bilateral channel 
with the Kremlin does not undercut the 
Normandy forum (Russia, Germany, France, 
Ukraine), but supports that negotiating for-
mat. This demurral is a standard diplomat-
ic civility. The two efforts may converge in 
substance – the “Minsk agreement” is their 
common dogma, and Moscow is trying to 
manipulate each – but the two efforts are 
competing in terms of process and the 
ambitions involved.

In Kyiv, on July 7, Secretary Kerry and 
President Poroshenko announced that a 
special meeting of U.S., German, French, 
British and Italian leaders would discuss 
“speeding up the Minsk process” during the 
NATO summit on July 9 in Warsaw. Bringing 
Italy into an already problematic Normandy 
format adds a Russia-friendly, sanctions-
fatigued government. Such a meeting bears 
no relation to the NATO summit’s agenda. It 
only shows the Obama administration to be 
in a hurry, therefore susceptible to a poor 
deal, and risking to compromise on 
Ukraine’s interests in this process.

 
The article above is reprinted from 

Eurasia Daily Monitor with permission from 
its publisher, the Jamestown Foundation, 
www.jamestown.org.

(Continued from page 2)
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that has killed more than 9,300 people in 
eastern Ukraine since April 2014. It began 
shortly after Russia seized the Crimean 
peninsula from Ukraine.

President Poroshenko stressed 
Ukraine’s demands for security. “There can-
not be effective progress without compre-
hensive and sustainable security,” he said. 
“We insist on decisive implementation.”

U.S. officials say Ukraine has completed 
most of its obligations under the Minsk 
agreement that relate to providing the sep-
aratist-held parts of the Donetsk and 
Luhansk regions, also known as the 
Donbas, with greater autonomy.

But the officials say Moscow and the 
separatists have not done their part on key 
security issues such as ensuring a ceasefire, 
withdrawing heavy weapons, providing full 
access to Organization for Security and 
Cooperation in Europe (OSCE) monitors, 
and restoring Ukrainian control to border 
crossings.

“Ukraine is making a good-faith effort to 
implement Minsk,” Mr. Kerry said, adding 
that the same message was relayed by 
President Barack Obama to Russian 
President Vladimir Putin during their 
phone call on July 6.

“President Putin indicated that he does 
have a desire to see this process move for-
ward, as does President [Barack] Obama,” 
Mr. Kerry said, adding that the international 
community would welcome proof of 
Russia’s choosing “the path to de-escalation 
and full implementation of Minsk.”

“If Russia does not move in the direction 
of embracing that possibility and de-esca-

lating, then the sanctions will remain in 
place. The same is true with respect to 
Crimea,” the secretary of state warned.

“Without real security in the Donbas, an 
end to the bloodshed on the contact line 
[between Ukrainian and separatist forces], 
the use of heavy weapons, the blockading 
the OSCE access, without that, Minsk is 
doomed to fail,” Mr. Kerry stated.

While there is little prospect of Ukraine 
joining NATO in the near future, Mr. 
Poroshenko said the alliance must keep its 
doors open despite Russian opposition.

He said Ukraine expected the Warsaw 
summit to uphold “the positions adopted at 
the NATO summit in Bucharest [in 2008] – 
the key of which is that NATO’s doors are 
open to any European country.”

Mr. Kerry lauded Ukraine’s efforts at 
judicial, legislative and economic reforms, 
as well as a new anti-corruption program.

He also announced that the United 
States will provide nearly $23 million in 
additional humanitarian aid to help people 
affected by the crisis in eastern Ukraine.

*  *  *
The U.S. State Department said on July 

11 that Secretary of State Kerry would trav-
el to Moscow on July 14-15 to meet with 
senior Russian officials to discuss Syria, the 
Ukraine conflict, and the standoff between 
Armenia and Azerbaijan over the break-
away region of Nagorno-Karabakh. 

With reporting by Reuters, AP and DPA. 
Copyright 2016, RFE/RL Inc. Reprinted 

with the permission of Radio Free Europe/
Radio Liberty, 1201 Connecticut Ave. NW, 
Washington DC 20036; www.rferl.org (for 
the full text of this story, see http://www.
rferl.org/content/ukraine-russia-us-kerry-
sanctions-remain-unless-minsk-ful-
filled/27844511.html).

(Continued from page 1)

Kerry says...

U.S. Secretary of State John Kerry and President Petro Poroshenko during their joint 
press conference in Kyiv on July 11.

Presidential Administration of Ukraine
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88 golfers participate in Tryzub’s 40th annual outing
by Eugene Luciw

HORSHAM, Pa. – Eighty-eight golfers 
from no less than six states competed in 
the Ukrainian American Sport Center 
Tryzub’s 40th annual golf outing. The 
Limekiln Golf Club again presented the 
players with good ground conditions and a 
beautiful day, enhanced by a high blue sky, 
thin wisps of clouds and brilliant sunshine. 
There was, however, a rather strong pre-
vailing, gusting wind that made many holes 
quite challenging. 

After golf, everyone gathered at nearby 
“Tryzubivka” (Ukrainian American Sport 
Center) in Horsham, Pa., for an awards ban-
quet. Tryzub President Orest Lesiuk wel-
comed everyone, thanked them for partici-
pating and reminded them about the many 
exciting sporting, cultural and social events 
at Tryzub. 

He also described Tryzub’s current 
project, which is the installation of a full-
sized artificial turf field. Construction is 
well on its way and the financing is in 
place for prompt completion of the proj-
ect, he said. 

He then turned the program over to 
Tryzub’s golf firector, Joe Homick, who 

thanked his committee members – Roman 
Jarymovych, Orest Lesiuk, Bohdan Anniuk, 
Gene Luciw and Alex Woloschuk – for 
their hard work and dedication. He then 

JACQUES HNIZDOVSKY
 PRINTS  DRAWINGS  PAINTINGS
William Greenbaum Fine Prints has been in business now 
for more than 50 years. We currently have 50 signed prints 
by Mr. Hnizdovsky for sale and we are seeking to purchase 

more of his prints as well as his drawings and paintings.

ALL PRINTS NOW ILLUSTRATED ONLINE AT:
 www.greenbaumprints.com

Please email us at wngreenbaum@verizon.net
or phone us at 508-284-7036. 

William Greenbaum Fine Prints
98 South Street

Rockport, MA 01966 
Open By Appointment 

Member: International Fine Print Dealers AssociationVisit our archive online: www.ukrweekly.com

Women’s low gross score champion, 
Ulana Warren.

Low gross team best ball champions: Joe Nguyen (also men’s low gross champion) 
and Keith McGovern (first and third from left, respectively) pictured with Joe 
Homick and Bohdan Anniuk (second and fourth from left). The two other members of 

the winning team were John Nguyen and Liam Pham.

Commission and support Ukraine in carry-
ing out its ambitious reform agenda, 
including by making the best use of the 
Annual National Program, the Planning and 
Review Process and the CAP. The CAP’s aim 
is to consolidate and enhance NATO’s assis-
tance aimed at helping Ukraine to become 
more resilient, to better provide for its own 
security and to carry out needed reforms, 
including in the security and defense sector. 
We welcome the adoption of the Strategic 
Defense Bulletin which will serve as 
Ukraine’s defense reform roadmap.

11. As set out in the CAP, we will contin-
ue to work together to advance and imple-
ment strategic reforms. The CAP contains 
more than 40 areas where NATO will sup-
port Ukraine in reforms conducted by the 
Ukrainian government. Allies will continue 
their support to Ukraine through the NATO 
Representation to Ukraine, as well as bilat-
erally providing advice and support partic-

ularly for Ukraine’s defense and security 
structures, based on NATO standards and 
principles, including the civilian democratic 
control of the Armed Forces and to achieve 
interoperability with NATO. 

12. Allies highly value Ukraine’s signifi-
cant contributions to Allied operations and 
the NATO Response Force and welcome the 
contribution made by the NATO-Ukraine 
partnership to providing security and sta-
bility in the Euro-Atlantic area and beyond. 
Based on the decisions taken in Wales, we 
will examine the steps necessary to imple-
ment Ukraine’s interest in the Enhanced 
Opportunities Program within the 
Partnership Interoperability Initiative.

13. As noted at previous NATO summits, 
including in Madrid, Bucharest, Lisbon, 
Chicago and Wales, an independent, sover-
eign and stable Ukraine, firmly committed 
to democracy and the rule of law, is key to 
Euro-Atlantic security. We reiterate our 
firm commitment to further develop the 
Distinctive Partnership between NATO and 
Ukraine which will contribute to building a 
stable, peaceful and undivided Europe.

(Continued from page 7)

Joint statement...

Dutch Foreign  Minister  Frans 
Timmermans urged the council to ensure 
that victims’ remains could be brought 
home as soon as possible. “To my dying day 
I will not understand that it took so much 
time for the rescue workers to be allowed 
to do their difficult jobs and that human 
remains should be used in a political game.”

Following the vote, U.S. Ambassador to 
the U.N. Samantha Power stated, “If Russia 
is not a part of the solution, it will continue 
to be part of the problem.”

Foreign Affairs Minister of Australia Julie 
Bishop, who traveled to New York for the 
resolution negotiations, said, “We owe it to 
the victims and their families to determine 
what happened and who is responsible.” 

Numerous commemorative events and 
protests were held in cities around the 
world to condemn the actions of the 

Russia-backed forces in eastern Ukraine. 
The international reaction to the downing 
of the Boeing 777 over eastern Ukraine 
demonstrated a shift in the perception of 
Russian aggression as not simply a threat 
against Ukraine or Russia’s neighbors, but a 
global threat. It also bolstered international 
solidarity in imposing sanctions against 
Russia, including individuals, corporations 
and government entities.

This year, some European countries 
have indicated a softening of their stance 
against Russia, including France, Hungary 
and Italy, which have proposed a reduction 
in sanctions that have been coordinated 
through the European Union (of which they 
are member states).  Moscow – through its 
“hybrid war” – has continued to employ 
tactics to divide Europe’s resolve in the face 
of Russian aggression.

Source: “OSCE team denied full access to 
site,” (RFE/RL), The Ukrainian Weekly, July 
27, 2014.

(Continued from page 6)

Turning...

proceeded, along with Bohdan Anniuk 
(the very first Tryzub golf committee 
chair), to announce the winners in yet 
another boisterous awards ceremony. For 
the first time, the same person won both 
the longest drive and the closest to the pin 
championship. The winners were:

• Low gross team champions (Best Ball): 
Keith McGovern, John Nguyen, Liam Pham 
and Joe Nguyen.

• Men’s low gross score champion: Joe 
Nguyen.

• Women’s first place low gross: Ulana 
Warren. 

• Women’s first place low net: Eugenia 
Vukosa.  

• Men’s low net – “A” flight: John Nguyen.
• Men’s low net – “B” flight: Greg 

Burkhart.
• Longest drive: Daniel Gavrushenko.
• Closest to the pin: Daniel Gavrushenko.
The sponsor for this year’s event was 

perennial supporter Fletcher-Nasevich 
Funeral Home. 

Each player received generous door 
prizes. A popular 50/50 raffle replenished 
the pool for next year’s tournament with 
$490. 

Next year’s golf tournament will take 
place in June at a date to be announced. 
Check www.tryzub.org for additional 
details and for upcoming events.
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Sitch hosts 2016 youth spring soccer tourney

by Bill Vincent

WHIPPANY, N.J. – On Saturday, June 4, the 
Ukrainian Athletic-Educational Association 
Chornomorska Sitch held a spring soccer 
tournament for youth age 7-12 at the 
Ukrainian American Cultural Center of New 
Jersey (UACCNJ) in Whippany. 

Fifteen boys competed in the five-a-side, 
round-robin tournament, showing off the 
skills they had developed over the last eight 
weeks during the Sitch-led spring soccer 
sessions that were held at UACCNJ. Twenty-
five children participated in the spring ses-
sions, held Saturdays at 1:30-3 p.m. in April 
through June, with further sessions to 
resume in the fall. During the tournament, 
the young soccer players showed great 
teamwork and competitiveness, and the 
parents were very supportive fans.

Officiating during the tournament were 
two certified U.S. Soccer referees, both Sitch 
soccer alumni, 16-year-old Deanna 

Zawadiwsky and 18-year-old Lesyk Tomko. 
These two teens are wonderful examples of 
how the Sitch soccer program provides the 
foundation of great soccer skills and helps 
foster a love for the beautiful game.

Deanna and Lesyk both started their 
soccer training with Sitch, competing in 
tournaments and participating in the Sitch 
Sports School that is held at the Soyuzivka 
Heritage Center in Kerhonkson, N.Y. 

Deanna is now a rising senior, team cap-
tain on the West Morris Mendham High 
School’s Varsity Soccer team, the starting 
center fullback on MatchFit’s ECNL U-18/19 
team and was selected for the N.J. Olympic 
Development Team. 

Lesyk is a graduating senior and team 
captain on Millburn High School’s Varsity 
Soccer team, the starting goalkeeper on FC 
Copa’s Juventus NPL U-18 team and has 
committed to play goalkeeper this fall in his 
freshman year at Muhlenberg College.

In addition, both Deanna and Lesyk have 

been recognized with multiple awards by 
their respective high schools, clubs, and New 
Jersey county and conference directors for 
their talented performances on the soccer 
field. Both athletes love soccer so much, they 
not only play the sport, but took the time to 
become certified U.S. Soccer referees and 
work actively with young teams across N.J. 
Career-wise, both Deanna and Lesyk are 
hoping to be educators (Deanna a math 
teacher and Lesyk a history teacher), as well 
as high school/collegiate soccer coaches. 

Being able to have these two Sitch alumni 
as our tournament referees was particularly 
meaningful, as our young Sitch competitors 
learned from them about what great things 
you can achieve in the sport if you put the time 
and effort into practicing and playing. In speak-
ing to the children, both referees referenced 
their early days with Sitch as key to introducing 
them to the sport and getting them hooked.

While spring soccer may be over, summer 
sports are just around the corner and 

Chormorska Sitch announced that registra-
tion for the 2016 Sports School is now open. 
The Sports School is held at the Soyuzivka 
Heritage Center and is for children age 6 -17. 
The camp focuses on soccer, tennis, volley-
ball and swimming and is for perfect for any 
sports enthusiast. 

As in previous years, there will be two ses-
sions to choose from – the first session will 
run July 17-23 and the second session will 
run from July 24-30. Both day and overnight 
options are available. (Day camper fee is 
$385 per session and includes the registra-
tion fee and a camp T-shirt or $720 for both 
sessions; overnight camper fee is $675 per 
session and includes the registration fee and 
a camp t-shirt or $1,300 for both sessions.)

During camp, a daily blog with pictures 
will keep parents posted on the daily goings 
on. For information on registering, readers 
may contact sportsschool@chornomorska-
sitch.org, or call Yarko Twardowsky at 908-
209-7185.

Post-tournament photo of competitors, coaches and referees. Awards distributed to participants and winners.

Sitch youth soccer teams put their skills to action. Coaches and U.S. Soccer referees (Sitch soccer alumni).
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Soyuzivka Tennis Camp marks 50th anniversary

by George Sawchak

KERHONKSON, N.Y. – Unlike last year, when the rains 
forced postponements and some cancellations of play on 
the second day of the USCAK-East Tennis Tournament, this 
year’s tournament was blessed with beautiful although 
very hot weather. 

Played on Soyuzivka’s tennis courts on June 25-26, the 
tournament was contested in nine playing groups with 31 
participants from eight states. Many participants were also 
members of the staff and campers of Soyuzivka’s Tennis 
Camp held at the facility during the tournament.

In the men’s singles group, young Marko Gural from 
New York was the winner in the final, defeating Alexander 
Dale of Pennsylvania, 6-2, 6-2. In the semi-finals, Gural, in a 
grueling match, won over Bohdan Kucyna of New Jersey, 
6-0, 3-6, 6-2; and Dale defeated Christopher Bula of 
Florida, 7-5, 6-4.

In a round-robin women’s singles competition, Molly 
Bis, of Michigan, was the winner with Ariadna Louer of 
Pennsylvania finishing second. Bis won over Louer, 6-4, 
6-1, and Yana Skorobokatova of New York, 6-1, 6-4, while 
Louer in a three-set match overcame Skorobokatova, 5-7, 
6-1, 6-1.

The men’s seniors competed in two age groups. In the 
younger M45 field, New Jerseyan Steve Sosiak in the final 
match bested Kucyna 1-6, 6-2, 7-6. In the semis, Kucyna 
beat George Petrykevych of Connecticut, 6-2, 6-3, and 
Sosiak won over Walter Dziwak of New Jersey, 6-0, 6-0.

In the older M65 senior group’s round-robin play, 
George Walchuk of New Jersey defeated Dziwak, 6-2,6-2, 
and Petrykevych, by the same score, with Petrykevych tak-
ing second place.

In the junior boys’ group, which was also the largest, 
Marko Gural became a two-time USCAK-East champion with 
a win in the finals over Danylo Sosiak, 6-1, 6-0. In the semi-
finals, Gural bested Adam Bis of Michigan, and Sosiak beat 
Daniel Mazur of New Jersey.  Daniel Bula of Virginia won the 

consolation match over Max Melnyk of New Jersey, 6-1, 6-1.
Melania Kramarchuk of New Jersey became the girls’ 

champion with a 7-5, 6-0 win over Natalia Pavlyk of 
Maryland. In the previous round, Kramarchuk bested Daria 
Gural of New York, while Pavlyk defeated Natalia Bula of 
Virginia.

In the women’s doubles, a team of Molly Bis and Ariadna 
Louer won the division over Natalia Pavlyk and Yana 
Skorobokatova, 6-1, 6-1.

Pennsylvanian Don Kopach and New Yorker Roman 
Rakoczy repeated as the men’s doubles champions this 
year by winning over last year’s finalists, Sosiak and 
Walchuk, in a very long and very well played match, 4-6, 
6-4, 6-2. In the semi-finals Kopach-Rakoczy defeated New 

Jerseyans Ivan Durbak and Dziwak, 6-1, 6-0, and Sosiak-
Walchuk bested brothers Bohdan and Jurij Kucyna, the lat-
ter from California, 6-3, 6-3.

In the girls’ doubles, played in a round-robin format, the 
team of Natalia Bula and Melania Kramarchuk won the 
division. They defeated Elli Klim and Ksenia Lewyckyj, 
both cousins from Indiana, 6-3, 6-0, and Ivanna Voloshchak 
of New Jersey and Dianna Kozyniatkoof New York by the 
same score. Klim-Lewyckyj took second place in the divi-
sion with a 7-5, 7-5 win over Voloshchak-Kozyniatko.

During the closing ceremonies on Sunday afternoon tro-
phies funded by USCAK were presented to the winners and 
finalists by Ivan Durbak and George (Yurko) Sawchak, 
members of the USCAK Tennis Committee. 

by Petrusia Sawchak

KERHONKSON, N.Y. – Starting in the mid 1950s and for 
decades later, Soyuzivka was booming with visitors, espe-
cially tennis players, prior to the Labor Day weekend tennis 
tournaments. They came weeks before the event to prac-
tice and to enjoy Soyuzivka’s amenities. 

In 1967, the Soyuzivka Tennis Camp was founded when 
the guests vacationing at Soyuzivka asked Zenon Snylyk, 
editor of The Ukrainian Weekly, three-time Olympic soccer 
great and avid tennis player, if he could prepare their chil-
dren for the Labor Day tennis championships of the 
Ukrainian Sports Federation of the U.S.A. and Canada 
(known as USCAK, its Ukrainian-based acronym). Mr. 
Snylyk, in turn, invited George Sawchak, United Stated 
Tennis Association-ranked player in Pennsylvania, National 
Junior Tennis and Learning (NJTL) teacher and tourna-
ment organizer, to join him in instructing the group. 

A few years later, as the popularity of the instruction 
increased, Wolodymyr Kwas, general manager of 
Soyuzivka, established the Soyuzivka Tennis Camp. The 
time and duration of the overnight camp evolved over time.  

During the heyday of the camp in the 1980s,  the number 
of campers often exceeded 80 to 90. That’s how it all start-
ed, and the rest is history. 

This year, the camp was held from June 19 to 30 at the 
Soyuzivka Heritage Center. The overnight campers (age 
11-16) stayed at Camp Lviv, and they were joined by day 
campers (age 8-10) who lodged with their parents at 
Soyuzivka. The campers came from various states on the 
East Coast. Eleven had parents who had attended camp, and 
they represented various generations of Ukrainian 
American immigrants. What was so wonderful was that they 
bonded as a group and learned to play and work together.

The director of the camp is Mr. Sawchak, who is also heav-
ily involved with the United States Tennis Association (USTA) 
Middle States Sectional Competitions as a player and section-
al captain. He was assisted by Leda Kopach and Tetiana 
Sawchak, both collegiate players and past USCAK champions, 
and Don Kopach, also an accomplished tennis player and 
USCAK champion. Ms. Sawchak is also a U.S. Professional 
Tennis Association certified tennis professional.

The dorm supervisor was a school teacher, Olya 
Czerkas; Petrusia Sawchak, an English teacher by profes-

sion, served as coordinator/administrator.
Counselors this year were Molly Bis from Michigan, 

Mary Hankewycz from Pennsylvania, Yana Skorobogatova 
from New York, and Christopher Bula from Florida.

There were usually three sessions of tennis instruction 
each day: 9 a.m. (following a series of exercises and jog), 
then at 2 p.m. and 7 p.m. during the first week. Instruction 
was given in the basics of tennis: proper strokes, serves, 
game strategies and court etiquette. The second week was 
devoted to tournament play. 

Besides a concentration on tennis, there was also time 
for some off-court fun activities, such as swimming in the 
pool, watching movies, playing games and learning to 
dance the polka. This year, thanks to Assistant Manager 
Stefko Drabyk and the Soyuzivka staff, a large tent was 
erected outside of Lviv, complete with sofas, a large TV, 
ping-pong tables and a dance floor for the campers to 
enjoy. The campers really enjoyed this addition.

On Hutsul Night, which featured Ukrainian-style food 
and music, the campers wore their Ukrainian embroidered 

(Continued on page 18)

Winners and finalists of the USCAK-East Tennis Tournament at Soyuzivka.
Roman Kramarchuk 

Soyuzivka hosts USCAK-East Tennis Tournament

Participants of Soyuzivka Tennis Camp 2016.

The Ukrainian National Association and Soyuzivka 
Heritage Center honored George Sawchak with an 
award for 50 years of service and dedication to the 
Soyuzivka Tennis Camp. The presentation was made by 

UNA Advisor Bohdana Puzyk.

Katya Bis

Katya Bis
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Rain garden at Manor College aims to preserve Jenkintown Creek
JENKINTOWN, PA – President Jonathan 

Peri of Manor College; Sister Dorothy Ann, 
OSBM, provincial superior of Sisters of St. 
Basil the Great; and Julie Slavet, executive 
director of the Tookany/Tacony-Frankford 
Watershed Partnership Inc. (TTF) on June 8 
unveiled a brand new rain garden in the 
downslope edge of the Manor College park-
ing lot. 

The 2,000-square-foot rain garden will 
collectively manage the stormwater runoff 
from the impervious parking lot area. “We 
can determine that annually we are captur-
ing approximately 400,000 gallons of run-
off which will have reduced velocity, fil-
tered pollutants and reduced volume 
through recharge into the ground,” said Ms. 
Slavet.

Sister Dorothy Ann added, “We embrace 
the words of Pope Francis that ‘everything 
has been entrusted to our protection and 
all of us are responsible for it,’ and are com-
mitted to the recognition of our founder, St. 
Basil the Great, that all creation is intercon-
nected. This rain garden symbolizes our 
deep commitment and witness to the sus-
tainability of our natural resources.”

In addition to the rain garden, a buffer 

was installed to slow and filter runoff, 
which is generated from Fox Chase Road 
and flows through the woodland area 
between the monastery and Manor College. 

The buffer filters pollutants, provides 
habitat, and reduces velocity and volume 
from the stormwater runoff prior to it reach-
ing Jenkintown Creek and wetlands. Within 
the buffer, Manor College and St. Basil 
Academy students planted 80 native trees in 
spring of 2014 covering a 10,000-square-
foot area. The buffer was funded through a 
$2,500 grant from TreeVitalize. 

“Our collaboration with TTF and the 
Sisters of St. Basil is a wonderful one for 
our entire community,” said Mr. Peri. “The 
rain garden both beautifies our campus and 
has the functional purpose of protecting 
our state creeks from pollutants. This is sig-
nificant especially for our students, who 
want our world, with us, to be a greener, 
cleaner place.”

The rain garden was funded through the 
National Fish and Wildlife Foundation’s 
Delaware River Restoration Fund. Design 
costs for the rain garden were $18,000 and 
construction costs, including vegetation 
restoration were $38,000.

Cutting the ribbon to unveil a new rain garden are (from left): Sister Dorothy Ann 
Busowski, provincial superior, Sisters of St. Basil the Great; Julie Slavet, executive 
director, Tookany/Tacony-Frankford Watershed Partnership Inc.; and Jonathan Peri, 

president of Manor College. 

Kelly Peiffer/Manor College

shirts to dinner. This is always a popular 
tradition with the tennis camp thanks to 
Soyuzivka Manager Nestor Paslawsky. 
Saturday night the campers were invited to 
the dance held on the Veselka patio to the 
sounds of a live band.

A banquet was held at the culmination of 
the camp for which everyone dressed up in 
their party clothes to receive their camp 

certificates. Tournament winners received 
their trophies that evening.

In the Girls A Group: Mylania 
Kramarchuk took first place, Ariadna Louer 
took second and Natalka Pavlyk came in 
third. In the Girls B Group: Polina 
Mosharova took first, Ksenia Lewyckyj took 
second with Juliette Louer in third. In the 
Girls C Group: Anna Kramarchuk took first 
and Tamara Trach was in second place. 

In the Boys Group: Markian Nychka won 
first place with a tie for second place 
between brothers Danylo and Lucas Bula.

The coveted Best Campers Awards were 
decided by the entire tennis staff based on 
outstanding behavior both on and off the 
courts. The winners were Adam Bis, Marko 
Mazur, Natalia Bula and Sophia Nikelberg.

Bohdanka Puzyk, advisor of the 
Ukrainian National Association, presented 
George Sawchak with an award in appreci-
ation for 50 years of service and dedication 
to the Soyuzivka Tennis Camp on behalf of 
UNA President Stefan Kaczaraj (who could 
not be present), and the Soyuzivka Heritage 
Center and its management.

Ms. Puzyk quoted Mr. Kaczaraj: 
“Today, we acknowledge your important 

contribution – 50 years of inspiring and 
encouraging young people to love the sport, 
tennis, and instilling in them values athlet-
ics encourages: discipline, persistence, a 
sense of fair play and hard work – all attri-
butes which will help these young people in 
their life’s journey.

 “We acknowledge the excellence and 
quality of your teaching, as well as your 
deep regard for the development of our 
youth. Here’s to the next 50!”

Mr. Sawchak thanked Larysa Dyrszka, a 
licensed health professional, and the entire 
Soyuzivka staff for their dedication, cooper-
ation and assistance whenever possible, 
especially Assistant Manager Drabyk, Office 
Manager Sonia Semanyszyn, and Chef 
Andrey Sonevytsky for his nutritious and 
tasty food. 

Adding a note of levity, the counselors 
presented funny awards to the campers. 
Mrs. Czerkas presented a slide show of 
photographs of the campers, which was 
most appreciated.

At the end of the program, Mrs. Sawchak 
invited everyone to attend the 50th 
Soyuzivka Tennis Camp Anniversary 
Celebration to be held during the weekend 
of October 1-2 (with banquet on Saturday 
night) at Soyuzivka. It will be a fun time to 
reminisce about the camp with old friends. 
(More information about this will be given 
later in The Ukrainian Weekly and 
Facebook.) 

A dance followed the banquet program, 
and the evening concluded with the singing 
of “Nich Vzhe Ide” or “Night is Falling.”

(Continued from page 17)

Soyuzivka Tennis...

Tournament winners and finalists with counselors and tennis instructor Tetiana Sawchak.
Katya Bis

Tennis campers at Hutsul Night.
Don Kopach

The Soyuzivka Tennis Camp staff of 2016.
Katya Bis
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July 17 Captive Nations Week events, Central Park,
New York Belarusian-American Alliance, vital_zajka@hotmail.com

July 20 Lecture by Jessica Zychowicz, “Gender and Arts in Post-
Cambridge, MA Maidan Ukraine,” Harvard University, www.huri.harvard.edu

July 22 125th anniversary of Ukrainian settlement in Canada, 
Ottawa with performance of “Golden Harvest” by Larysa 
 Kuzmenko, the Gryphon Trio and the Ewashko singers,
 Dominion Chalmers, www.chamberfest.com/concerts

July 23 Golf tournament, Ukrainian American Youth Association, 
Accord, NY Rondout Golf Club, 914-310-8207 or pkolinsky@gmail.com

July 25 Concert, Vesnivka Ukrainian Canadian Women’s Choir,
Ottawa Dominion-Chalmers United Church, www.dc-church.org

July 27-31 Convention, Ukrainian Orthodox League, Holy Ghost 
Coatesville, PA Ukrainian Orthodox Church, Lancaster Host Resort, 
 717-299-5500 or www.holyghostuoc.org/2016

July 28-29 USCAK Youth Olympiad, at Soyuzivka Heritage Center 
Kerhonkson/ and the Ukrainian American Youth Association camp, 
Ellenville, NY www.uscak.org

July 29-30 Syracuse Ukrainian Festival, St. John the Baptist 
Syracuse, NY Ukrainian Catholic Church, www.stjohnbaptistucc.org 

July 30 Theater performance with Halyna Stefanova, “Marriage” 
Jewett, NY based on correspondence between Ivan Franko and his 
 wife, Olha Khoruzhynska, Grazhda Music and Arts
 Center of Greene County, 518-989-6479
 or www.grazhdamusicandart.org

July 31 Religious education course for youths age 3-18, 
Hillside, NJ Immaculate Conception Ukrainian Catholic Church,
 www.byzcath.org/immaculateconception

August 1-5 Drama technique instruction with actress Halyna 
Jewett, NY Stefanova, Grazhda Music and Arts Center of Greene
 County, 518-263-4670 or www.grazhdamusicandart.org

August 1-12 Folk singing course for children, with Anna Bachynsky and
Jewett, NY Melanie Serbay, Grazhda Music and Arts Center of Greene
 County, 518-263-4670 or www.grazhdamusicandart.org

August 6 Memorial concert, dedicated to Grazhda founder Ihor 
Jewett, NY Sonevytsky, featuring baritone Oleh Chmyr, violinist
 Anna Rabinova, cellist Natalia Khoma, pianist
 Volodymyr Vynnytsky and composer Myroslav Skoryk,
 Grazhda Music and Arts Center of Greene County, 
 518-989-6479 or www.grazhdamusicandart.org
 
August 6  Softball tournament, Ukrainian American Youth 
Ellenville, NY Association camp, www.cym.org/us-ellenville 

August 7 Ukrainian Festival, Immaculate Conception Ukrainian
Palatine, IL Catholic Church, 773-368-8145 or 
 kerrystanton27@hotmail.com

August 8-12 Gerdany (bead-stringing) and embroidery courses,
Jewett, NY with instruction by Lesia Lasiy and Lubow Wolynetz, 
 Grazhda Music and Arts Center of Greene County, 
 518-263-4670 or www.grazhdamusicandart.org
 
August 10 Ukrainian folk music performance by accordionists 
New York Jaroslaw Palylyk and Walter Syzonenko, Accordions
 Around the World, Bryant Park, www.bryantpark.org

August 13 Children’s recital, with Anna Bachynsky, Grazhda Music 
Jewett, NY and Arts Center of Greene County, 
 www.grazhdamusicandart.org

August 13-14 Uketoberfest, St. Joseph the Betrothed Ukrainian 
Chicago Catholic Church, www.stjosephukr.com/uketoberfest or
 stjosephucc@gmail.com

Entries in “Out and About” are listed free of charge. Priority is given to events 
advertised in The Ukrainian Weekly. However, we also welcome submissions 
from all our readers. Items will be published at the discretion of the editors 
and as space allows. Please send e-mail to mdubas@ukrweekly.com.
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PREVIEW OF EVENTS
Saturday, July 30

JEWETT, N.Y.: Music at Grazhda presents a 
theater performance by Halyna Stefanova, 
the noted actress from Kyiv. She will stage 
the monodrama “Marriage” based on the 
correspondence between the renowned 
Ukrainian poet Ivan Franko and his wife 
Olha Khoruzhynska. Tickets: general admis-
sion, $20; seniors, $15; members, $12; stu-
dents, free. The event begins at 8 p.m. at the 
Grazhda Concert Hall, Route 23A. For addi-
tional information call 518-989-6479 or 
visit www.grazhdamusicandart.org.
Friday, August 26

WILDWOOD, N.J.: The Khmelnychenky Plast 
fraternity is sponsoring a fund-raising dance 
commemorating Ukraine’s 25th anniversary 
of independence at the Wildwood VFW, 3816 
Pacific Ave. Doors open at 8 p.m. with dance 
music by DJ Orest, followed by EMCK – Live 
in Concert at 9:30-11 p.m., and DJ Orest until 
midnight. Admission: $20 for adults age 21 
and over (includes open beer/soda bar at 
8-12 p.m.; mixed drinks also available). Valid 
IDs are required for wrist bands that will be 
sold at the beach and hotels. For more infor-
mation visit the FB page: https://www.face-
book.com/Xmeli/ or contact Orest.michel@
gmail.com. (NB: The Party Ptashat kids dance 
at the Crest Pier is cancelled.)

Sunday, August 28

HORSHAM, Pa.: The Ukrainian American 
Sport Center Tryzub will host the 25th 
annual Ukrainian Independence Folk 
Festival and Outdoor Summer Concert at 
Tryzubivka, County Line and Lower State 
roads, Horsham, PA 19044. Doors will open 
at noon. The outdoor summer concert in 
the park will begin at 1:30 p.m. It is an inte-
grated, dynamic program titled: “United 
Ukraine; United,” a collaborative effort of 
prior performers: Voloshky Ukrainian 
Dance Ensemble, violinist Innesa Tymochko 
Dekajlo, Iskra Ukrainian Dance Ensemble, 
Living in Song Choir and Vox Ethnika 
orchestra. A social dance to the live music of 
the Vox Ethnika will follow at 4:30 p.m. 
Delicious Ukrainian foods and baked goods, 
picnic fare and cool beverages and refresh-
ments will be plentiful. Vendors are wel-
come. An arts and crafts bazaar and a chil-
dren’s fun area will be open all day. 
Admission: $15; students, $10; children 
under 15, free. Free Parking. For further 
information call 267-664-3857, e-mail 
info@tryzub.org or visit www.tryzub.org. 
The sponsor is a 501(c)(3) tax-exempt non-
profit charitable organization: Proceeds 
benefit youth and adult amateur sports, and 
cultural, fraternal and community pro-
grams.

PREVIEW OF EVENTS GUIDELINES
Preview of Events is a listing of Ukrainian community events open to the public. It is a ser-
vice provided at minimal cost ($20 per listing) by The Ukrainian Weekly to the Ukrainian 
community.  Items must be no more than 100 words long. 

Preview items must be received no later than one week before the desired date of 
publication. Please include payment for each time the item is to appear and indicate 
date(s) of issue(s) in which the item is to be published. 

Information should be sent to preview@ukrweekly.com. When e-mailing, please do not 
send items as attachments – simply type the text into the body of the e-mail message. 
Preview items and payments may be mailed to: Preview of Events, The Ukrainian Weekly, 
2200 Route 10, P.O. Box 280, Parsippany, NJ 07054.

* First year rate
 All annuity rates are  
 subject to change.  
 Not available in all states.
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